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PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HER MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY

HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITIONOF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

 

PartV.

JAMAICA.

(1.)

(In Continuation of the Papers presented in 1835, 1836 and 1837, Nos. 177, 278 of 1835,

166.-I. & H. of 1836, and 521-1. & IT.of 1837.)

 

1838.

 

ea neATET
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SCHEDULE

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Officers administering the

_ Governments in Her Majesty's Possessions in the West Indies, &c.

 

(X.)—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West

India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 13 May 1837 - - - - pei

(Y.}—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West

India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 1 August 1837 - - - - pI

(Z.)—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West

India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 12 September 1837 - - - p 2

(AA.)—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West

India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 13 October 1837 - © © pa

(BB.)—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West
India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 21 October 1837 - - - p 3

(CC.}—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West

Tadia Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street,6 November1837 - + - p. 3

(DD.}—Copy of a Circular Despatch addressed by LordGlenelg to the Governors of the West
India Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street, 1 December 1837 = - - p. §

{EE,)——Copy of aCircular. Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the West
ndia Colonies, &c., dated Downing-street,15 December1837 - - - p. 6

 

JAMAICA.

Crrcuoitars to Specia, Macistrates.

No. 1-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

ing’s House, 29 July 1837; (eleven Enclosures) - - - *° > *-P 9

No. 2.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to- Lord Glenelg, dated

King’s House, 28 July 1837; (six Enclosures)-  - => - 7 7 * p12

No. 3-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3B., dated

lowning-street, 15 September 1837 © = © © © = © =p

No. 4.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 16 January 1838; (nine Enclosures)- - - = ° - = pig

Pouce Act.

No. 5.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.z., to Lord Glenelg, dated The

King’s House, 30 December 1836 - - = - 7 7 *% 7 "PAT

‘No. 6.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated

Downing-street, 2 September 1837 © 5 8 5 8 8 ee P17

No. 7.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 20 December 1837; (three Enclosures) - * << - *p.18

No. 8.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.3., dated

Downing-street, 13 February 1838 - - = p.a5

No. 9.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated. Downing-street,

1 March 1 38 - e - - - = * ° - - - -p- 25
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SCHEDU LE—continued.

 

CrassiFication Act.

No. 10.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B., toLord Glenelg, dated The
ing’s House, Jamaica, 13 March 1837 - - . ° - p. 26

No. 11.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSir Lionel Smith, x.c. 8., datedDowning-street, 1 May 1837 - —- - = = p.26
No. 12.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg.to GovernorSirLionel Smith, x.c.3., dated‘ Downing-street, 2 September 1837 - —- - = «+p. 26
No. 13.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor SirLionel Smith, x.c.3., dated

Downing-street, 21 September 1837; (one Enclosure) - - - - p. 28

No. 14.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir LionelSmith, K.C.B., toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 17 January 1838 = - - - - + p. 28

Decisions of the Supreme Court.

No. 15-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
e King’s House, 6 April1837 - - ~- - - + pag

No. 16.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelgtto GovernorSir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated
Downing. street, 11 June 1837 - - 5 = epg

No. 17.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor SirLionel Smith, x.c.3., dated
Downing-street, 15 August 1837; (one Enclosure) - - = =p. go

No. 18.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B.,toLord Glenelg, dated
King’s House, 25 July 1837; (one Enclosure)- — - - = p. go

No. 19.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated
Downing street, 15 September 1837 - - - = = p.33

No. 20,—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3., toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 8 September 1837; (four Enclosures) - - =p. 33

No. 31.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c 8., dated
Downing-street, 13 November 1837 - - = + p37

No. 22.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C. B., toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 26 December 1837 - - - - « - p. 38

No. 23.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. By tetoLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 14 September 1837; (two Enclosures)  - - -p.38

No, 24.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3., dated
Downing: street, 15 December 1837 - - - = + p.3g

Ne. 25.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg toGovernorSir Lionel Smith, k c.8., dated
Downing-street, 15 December 1837 - - ° - - - Pp. 40

Hours any Scares or Lazovur.

No. 26.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.5., dated
owning-street, 10 June 1837 - - - - - . - . - p.42

No. 27—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3, toLord Glenelg, dated
King’s House, 28 July 1837; (eighteen Enclosures) - - ~~ - = p43

No. 28.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor SirLonel Smith, x.c. 8., dated
Downing: street, 15 September 1837 ° - = + -p.78

No. 29.--Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 7 November 1837; (two Enclosures) - - - - p.79

No. 30.Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C. B.,» to Lord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 13 November 1837 - - - - p.83

No. 31.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8., dated
Downing-atrect, 29 December 18397 - ++ - - + p. 84

Vanvartions,

No. 32. y of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3.,to Lord Glenelg, dated
ing’s House, 3 August 1837; (three Enclosures) - ~~ - «=p. 86

No. 33.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated
Downing-street, 31 October 1831 - - - - - + p. 87

No. 34-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.C.By ¢to Lord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 8 January 1838; (one Enclosure) = - - « p. 88

No. 395——Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., toLord Glenelg, dated
9anich Town, 11 December 1837; (fifty-sixEnclosures)- * ~ = p. 8g
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Worxnuousse or St. ANpREW’s.

No. 36.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.38., to Lord Glenelg, dated
ing’s House, 25 July 1837; (five Enclosures) - - - - - - p. 121

No. 37.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated
Downing-street, 15 September 1837 - - ° - - - - = p. 129

No. 38-—Copyof a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.s., to Lord Glenelg, dated
King’s House, Spanish Town, 4 September 1837; (one Enclosure) -  - p. 129

No. a9-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8., dated
owning-street, 28 October 1837 - - + - - + p.132

No. 40.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 24 August 1837 - - - - = 2 = - = p.133

No. 41.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8., dated
Downing-street, 12 October 1837 - - - . - - - - + p 133

Prison Discrpiine.

No. 42.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8., dated

owning-street, 25 August 1837 - - - = = © © © = pe 134

No. 43.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.2., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 13 October 1837 - - ” - - p. 134

No. 44.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated

Downing-street, 13 September 1837; (one Enclosure) - = - = => pe 135

Investigation by Commissioners of Inqurry into the Case of James WILLIAMS,
and other Apprenticed Labourers.

No. 45-——-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., dated

Downing-street, 28 June 18375 - - - ° - + -p.1g0

No. 46.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

panish Town, 25 August1837 - - *2 *° - * 7 * 7p 140

No. 47.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8., dated

owning-street, 1g October 1837 - = = ttt Be 14

No. 48.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 3 November 1837-9 - = = 7 7 7  °% 7 Pe T4k

No. 49.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.n., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 13 November 1837; (six Enclosures) - - - + p.142

No. s0.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

panish Town, 13 November 1837; (twenty-one Enclosures) - -- © © p-197

No. 51.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., dated

Downing-street, 1 February 1838 - =e > tM 264

No. 52.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.B., dated

Downing-street, 13 February 1838 ee ee eee pe 265

No. 53.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 21 November 1837; (one Enclosure) - - "7 = =P: 267

No. 54.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 24 November 1837; (two Enclosures) - °° "° * = P 267

No. 55.--Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., dated

Downing-street, 1 February 1838 - - - - - p. 269

MiscELLANEOvs.

No. 56.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. 3.) to Lord Glenelg, dated

The King’s House, 24 June 1837; (one Enclosure)-  - - 7 *° 7” P» 270

No. 57.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.3., dated

Downing-street, 7 September 1837 ee 8 fe tte Pe 870

No. 58.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K ¢.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

The King's House, 16 July 1837; (one Enclosurey)- = 9 - ° 7 "P 27k

No. 59.—Copy of 2 Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. ¢.8., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 18 August1837 2 - 9° 7 "7 7 7 7% p- 273

No. 60.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.38., dated

Downing-street, 14 October 1897- = 5 7 OT 274
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anceeeomnae

No. 61.—-Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.., datedDowning-street, s September 1837 - - = = = + pang
No,62.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.., datedDowning-street, 3 September 1837 - + - = = = =p. a7g
No. 63.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg |toGovernorSirLionel Smith, K.c.3., dated

Downing-street, 2 October 1837 - 7 = = p. 276
No. 64.-—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg |to Governor SirLionel Smith, x.c.3, dated

Downing-street, 2 October 1837 : - + p.279

No. 65-—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 8 September 1837; (twentyEnclosures) - - - ° p. 280

No, 66.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirLionel Smith, K.c.B., dated
owning-street, g February 1838 - - - = - - p. 321

No. 67.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C. B.,»toLord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 23 September 1837 - - - - p.322

No. 68.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor SirLionel Smith, K.C.B,, dated
Downing-street, 15 November 1837 - - - - - - pe 324

No. 69.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir LionelSmith, K.C.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated20 July 1837 - - - = Pp. 325
No. 70.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Spanish Town, 17 January 1838 - - - - - - - = p. 326

Procegpines of the LecisuaturE.

No. 71.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, xK.C.B., toLordGlenelg, dated Spanish

 

own, 31 October 1837; (five Enclosures) - - - - p. 327

No 72.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Sil xK.C.B., toLordGlenelg, dated Spanish
Town, 2 November 1837; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 329

No. 73.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirLionel Smith, K.C. B., dated Downing-
street, 29 December 1837 - - - - - p.330

No, 74.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K. C.B., to Tord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 13 November 1837 - - - - - p. 331

No. 75.—-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to lord Glenelg, dated
Spanish Town, 24 November 1837. - -  - - - - - p. 331

Taste (B.)- = - = «© - «© «© = «© © «© « of Pp. 332

APPENDIX - + - «© «» -« «|= « t a ? a 4 - P- 333

 



PAPERS

RELATING TO THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the
Officers administering the Governments in Her Majesty’s Possessions
in the West Indies, &c.

 

(X.)
Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Colonial Office, 13 May 1837. Despatch
Transactions which have recently taken place in some of the West Indian’ (X.) .Islands, whilst under the government of Mr. Light, and which have been brought —to my notice by that officer, have led me to attach great importance to the

adoption of some means by which negroes quitting a British colony may be pro-
tected from the dangers to which they are exposed of being sold into slavery in a
foreign colony. It is stated that attempts of this nature have been made, and
that the purpose may be effected under the pretext ofaiding clandestine emigration ;
and Crabbe Island, a place without anyconstitutedauthorities, and the territorial
right to which is in dispute, has been named as the place of most convenient resort
for parties engaged in such practices, inasmuch as negroes who have been brought
there can be transferred without difficulty to the Spanish Islands ; I have therefore
to request that you will take the most effectual means in your power, through the
agency of the special magistrates, or otherwise, to warn the negroes within your
government of the risks which they may run if they should proceed. beyond the
limits within which British protection can be afforded them.
Mr. Light has suggested, that negroes quitting any British colony should be

provided with passports by the local government : I should doubt whether such a
precaution would afford any effectual remedy ; but if you consider that it would
tend to promote the object in view, you will apprize them that passports will, on
their application, be issued to them gratuitously by the Governor or Lieutenant-
governor of the island to which they belong, which passports will claim protection
for them as free British subjects.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(Y.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c. Despatch

Sir, Downing-street, 1 August 1837.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for your. information, a copy of the Ora

Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons, appointed during the Pring! £0 be
. . ° . Intlast Session, to inquire into the working of the apprenticeship system in the West House?Py The

India Colonies. 12 July ;puM0ns,
I have, &c. No. 519, 987+

(signed) Glenelg.
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(Z.)
bo PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(Z.)
Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.
Sir, Downing-street, 12 September 1837.I nave the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have felt ittheir duty to institute an inquiry into the state of the prisons and workhouses inthe West India Colonies.

Captain Pringle, formerly an officer in the Engineers, and who, since his retire-ment from the army, has been frequently employed by the Government ina civilcapacity, has been selected for the purpose of prosecuting such inquiry. ‘Thisdespatch will be delivered to you by Captain Pringle, and I have to signify to youHer Majesty’s commands, that you will afford him all the support and assistancein your power, in the performance of the duty with which he is intrusted.Captain Pringle will, on his arrival, communicate to you a copy of his instructions,and I request that you will furnish him, as soon as possible, with a statement ofthe several prisons and workhouses within your government, with their respectivelocalities, and that you will give such directions to any of the officers of theGovernment with whom he may have occasion to communicate as will ensure tohim their aid and co-operation whenever it may be necessary. It will probablybe expedient, in order to facilitate his inquiries, that Captain Pringle should holda local commission as a magistrate, and I have therefore to desire that you willconfer on him such a commission, whether special or ordinary, as may most con-duce to the efficiency and success of his mission ; you will also explain to CaptainPringle the nature and extent of the authority with which such commission willinvest him; and I have also to request that you will allow one of the officers ofthe medical staff to accompany him in his inspection should he require suchassistance.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(AA.)
Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.
Sir, Downing-street, 13 October 1837.THE near approach of the period at which the term of apprenticeship of thenon-predial labourers in the West Indies will expire, and the probable reductionat that time of the number of special magistrates, suggests to me the necessity forinstructing you to make to each of those gentlemen the following communi-cation.

The entire number of officers serving in this capacity is 155. Iam happy inthe opportunity of recording my opinion, that in the large majority of cases thisbody of magistrates have served with exemplary zeal for the public good, andhave performed their arduous duty with firmness, ability and moderation ; I there-fore look forward with much regret on their account to the period when theirpre-sent emoluments will cease. As indeed they sought and accepted these appoint-ments with a full knowledge of their temporary nature, any fuller intimation onthis subject may appear to be uncalled for. I feel it, however, a dutydistinctlyto discourage an expectation which I perceived to be entertained by some of them,that it will be in the power of Her Majesty’s Government to provide them withemployment in some other branch of the public service on the expiration of theirpresent temporary duties. By cherishing this expectation, they might be led tothe neglect of that foresight respecting their own future plans of life which, undera more clear view of their real prospects, would be generally exercised by them.The retrenchment of the public expenditure in every direction in the colonieshas greatly abridged the patronage of the Crown ; while it has created a numerousclass of candidates for public employment, who, from their previous services, havea strong claim for preference, as vacancies occur in situations similar to thosewhich they have before filled. For this reason I am compelled, however reluc-
tantly,



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES, 3

tantly, to remind the special magistrates that they must look either to their pre-
vious professions or to their own resources, on the expiration of the apprentice-
ship.
ifurther think it right to observe that, after the Ist of August 1838, a dimi-

nution will probably be required in the number of special magistrates; and
although no positive rule can be laid down on this subject, the reduction will
probably take place at the expense of those gentlemen whose appointments are of
the most recent date.

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(BB.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 21 October 1837.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith a volume, which has been pub-

lished by Her Majesty’s Government, containing Extracts from the Second
Report of the Inspectors of Prisons for the Home District. As the information
contained in this book may be beneficially applied to the management of the gaols
in the colony under your government, J beg strongly to recommend it for the
perusal and attention of yourself and of the public officers who may be charged
with the superintendence of the prisons.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(CC.)

Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the
Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 November 1837.

Tue Ist of August 1838, and the Ist of August 1840, will form important
eras in the history of the British West Indies. Hitherto the results of the great
experiment of the abolition of slavery have been such as to justify the most san-
guine hopes of the authors and advocates of that measure. When every fair
deduction is made for the abuses which may have hitherto attended the adminis-
tration of this law,—abuses which appear to me to have been the almost necessary
result of the colonial system as it previously existed, and for which therefore no

person acquainted with human nature and with the history of slavery could have

been unprepared,—I feel myself entitled on satisfactory evidence to assert, that

within a comparatively very short period there has been an improvement in
society and an accession to the sum of human happiness, of which history

furnishes no other example. Nor is it the least remarkable and gratifying feature
in the progress of this great change, that it has been unattended with tumult or
commotion, with the overthrow of any political institution, or with the slightest
relaxation of the bonds by which the sovereign power and the people at large are
connected. On the contrary, there has been a greater respect for the laws, which

have afforded more equal protection to the rights of all classes of the community,
and, with an increased sense of security, the value of property has augmented, and

the foundation has thus been laid for the safe accomplishment of the final transi-
tion now so near in prospect.

Contemplating with lively gratitude to Divine Providence these results of the
wise and generous policy of Her Royal predecessor, and of the Parliament and
people of this kingdom, The Queen is deeply anxious that the approaching crisis

of the experiment should be met by a deliberate foresight of the difficulties which
will then occur, and by a timely preparation to avert them. ;

In obedience to Her Majesty’s commands, I proceed to direct your attention to

those. topics.
154. The
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Despatch

(CC.)

4 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The great cardinal principle of the law for the abolition of slavery is, that the
apprenticeship of the emancipated slaves is to be immediately succeeded by per-
sonal freedom, in that full and unlimited sense of the term in which it is used in-
reference to the other subjects of the British Crown.

This is the essence of the contract between Great Britain and the colonies. It
is the basis of the enactments, whether Parliamentary or colonial, on the subject.
From this principle I'am persuaded that the colonial legislatures will not desire to
depart. Ifsuch an attempt were possible, it would be met by the uncompromis-
ing resistance of the Government, the Parliament and people of thiskingdom.
The freedom to which I refer must of course, however, be that of men living in

civil society, enjoying the franchises and performing the duty of citizens. Their
privileges cannot be unconnected with restrictions against the abuse of them; for
neither in Great Britain nor in any other part of the civilized world can we point
at any class of men who are not subjected to laws defining for the common good
of society the obligations of all of its members to each other, and to the state col-
lectively. To define what those restrictions shall be in the British West Indies is
the problem of which a solution must be found at the close of the appren-
ticeship.
If nothing be done in preparation for that event, the emancipated slaves will

live under the code by which the colonial legislatures have already determined the
rights and the duties of the free members of the local societies; but that is a
system of laws which, as may be readily shown, is ill adapted to the approaching
exigency.
The old slave code was altogether founded on two general maxims,—thefirst,

that the slave was bound to yield implicit obedience to the commands of his
owner; the second, that the owner was bound to make due provision for main-
taining the life and health of his slave; but with these laws, now happily abro-
gated, were blended others for the government of freed men, which established
innumerable distinctions of the most invidious nature, in favour of Europeans and
their descendants, and to the prejudice of persons of African birth ororigin.

These distinctions are also abolished; still no reader of the West India statute
books, even as they now exist, will fail to discover in them the deep traces of the
indirect effects of the ancient system of legislation, as it respected both the servile
and the emancipated classes. Laws conceived in general terms, that is, embracing
free men of every description, and therefore apparently equal, were yet passed
with scarcely a disguised reference to a state of society which no longer
exists ; those laws will operate on the persons who shall attain their freedom in
1838 and 1840 in a manner and to an extent not contemplated when the Acts in
question were passed.

Thus, for example, the laws which determine the qualification for the exercise
of political franchises, those which relate to vagrancy, to the maintenance of the
poor, to police, and to many other subjects, will survive the apprenticeship, but
may be found very ill adapted to a state of things in which compulsory labour
will be no longer practised. I do not intend to state that this code will in all
cases be found to press with undue severity on the emancipated population. In
some cases the objections may be of a different nature; but I apprehend that
many statutes will require an entirely new sense and new effect, although under-
going no alteration in the letter.

It will, therefore, be necessary that a considerable revision of the colonial codes
should take place, to adapt them to the new state of affairs. This is the appro-
priate duty of the local legislatures, and it is highly important that it should be
performed with great circumspection, and in such a manner as, if possible, to
prevent the necessity of any collision between the sovereign authority in this
kingdom and the Jocal authority in the several colonies.

It is impossible to deprecate too much any thing which should place the pro-
prietary body in an invidious and, apparently, unfriendly relation towards those
who are to live by the earnings ofmanual labour; andI trust that due care will be
taken to obviate such a result.

Under these circumstances, I have to convey to you the following instructions,
having for their object, first, to ascertain what the law is; and secondly, how it
ought to be amended.
With a view to the first of these objects, you will call for the assistance of the

law officers of the Crown in your government, directing them to lay before you an
answer to the following inquiries.

Ist. What
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Ist. What are the qualifications for the exercise of each of the civil and political
franchises existing in the colony?

2d. What are the rules defining the right of admission to schools, to places of
public worship, or other institutions maintained at the public expense for the
general good of society ?

3d. What are the rules determining the obligation to perform militia service ?
4th. What, if any, are the legal restraints on the exercise of particular trades,

such as publicans, pedlars, porters, boatmen, huxters, &c.
5th. By what rules has the law regulated the mutual rights and duties of em-

ployers and servants in husbandry, or in any other kind of handicraft? By what
rules are such parties governed in making contracts for future hiring and service
for any period either definite or unlimited? By what methods can the perform-
ance of such contracts be enforced, or the breach of them punished? In what
courts or magistrates is that jurisdiction vested? and what provision exists for
the recovery of servants’ wages and petty debts?

6th. What classes of persons are entitled to be maintained as destitute poor,
and what are the existing provisions on this subject?

7th. What are the rules of law existing in the colony for defining, preventing
and punishing vagrancy, and for compelling able-bodied persons to earn their own
living?

8th. What part of the public revenues is usually raised by a poll-tax, or by
taxes on articles of primary necessity?

9th. What are the public burdens or imposts payable by free persons in the
form of actual labour, either for the repair of roads, or for the execution of other
public works?

10th. In what respect does the law of the colony differ from that of England
in the definition, prevention or punishment of treason, rebellion, insurrection or
sedition committed by free persons?

llth. By what rules has provision been made for preventing the unauthorized
occupation of lands belonging either to the Crown or to private persons?

12th. Under whose government and superintendence are the prisons, work-
houses and houses of correction, and to what extent does the Governor possess
authority to correct abuses in their management?

13th. Is there any law requiring the local magistracy to make to the local
government periodical reports of the exercise of their authority?

14th. Are any of the local magistracy paid by stipends, and is it in the Gover-
nor’s power to remove the local magistrates for misconduct ?

15th. Is there any public officer whose duty is to prosecute, or to proceed ex
officio in cases of injuries done to manual labourers of free condition ?

16th. Is there any other topic on which the legal rights or obligations of the
labouring population, or the provisions for asserting or enforcing them, differ
materially trom those which exist in this kingdom?

When you shall have received the answer to these inquiries, you will transmit
that answer to me, accompanied by your own report as to the measures which it
may be proper to take for adapting the law to that state of society which will im-
mediately follow upon the close of the apprenticeship. It will then remain for
Her Majesty’s Government to consider of the proper course to be taken in those
colonies which are subject to the legislative authority of The Queen in Council,
and to be recommended to those which possess representative assemblies. I need
scarcely add, that I should wish to receive these reports in the most complete
form, and with the greatest promptitude which may be found practicable.

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

(DD.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 December 1837.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a resolution of the

House of Commons, dated the 28th ultimo, calling for ‘‘ Copies of Returns of all
the Children who may have been apprenticed in the Colonies under theProvision
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of the Abolition Law; specifying the Number so apprenticed in each Colony ;” and1 have to desire that you will lose no time in causing the Returns required by.this resolution to be transmitted to me, in order that they may be laid before theHouse of Commons.

[ have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosure in (DD.)
Martis, 28 die Novembris, 1837.

Resolved,—Tuat an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that she will beciously pleased to give directions that there be laid before this House “ Copies of theReturns made of all the Children who may have been apprenticed in the Colonies under theprovision of the Abolition Law ; specifying the Number so apprenticed in each Colony.” .Ordered,—That the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by such Members of thisHouse as are of Her Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council.
(signed) J. H. Ley,
6 Cl. Dom. Com,

 

(EE.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.
Sir, Downing-street, 15 December 1837.I nave the honour to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a memorial, recentl__-————__ presented to Her Majesty’s Government, praying for the early abolition of the

Encl. in (EE.)

system of negro apprenticeship in the colonies, and deprecating the appointmentof a Committee of either House of Parliament for the purpose of inquiring intothis subject; together witha copy of the answer which, by my directions, has beenreturned to this memorial.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

Enclosure in (EE.)
Cory of a MEMORIAL addressed to Her Maszsty’s Government, relative to the

System of Necro Aprrenticesuip.
My Lord,

17 November 1837.We avail ourselves of the favour which we have asked of your Lordship, and which in themidst ofgreat pressing and public duties has been so promptly and courteously conceded tous, to appear before you as delegates from all parts of the United Kingdom, to representthe feelings and wishes of a vast body of HerMajesty's faithful and loyal subjects, on aquestion of vital importance and interest, which calls for immediate ‘and most seriousattention,
We beg to assure your Lordship, that, in common with the nation at large, we regardslavery in every form as a monstrous evil, directly opposed to the spirit of the British con-stitution and to all the principles of our holy religion; and that we have adopted, and resolveto redeem the pledge which was contained in a memorial presented to the Right honourableEarl Grey and his colleagues by a body of delegates, who assembled in this metropolisin the year 1833, and expressed in the following unequivocal terms: “ We feel bound, pub-licly and emphatically, to declare that while slavery obtains in any form, however modifiedand however sanctioned, we will never relax from our efforts, nor swerve from our purpose toexert that influence which we may collectively or individually possess, to effect by all legi-timate means its immediate and entire abolition.”
We, your Lordship’s memorialists, are fully and painfully convinced, by evidence of a cha-racter authentic and indubitable, of which a large portion is derived from official documents,that slavery in all its essential features, and in some respects under aggravated circumstances,still exists in the British colonies; that the principles of the Imperial Act, passed avowedlyfor its extinction, and to effect the emancipation of the negroes, for which the immense sumoftwenty millions was paid, have been systematically nullified, and its benevolent intentionsgrievously and shamefully defeated by the legislatures and special magistracy of the colonies,on whom its execution has been devolved.
We respectfully represent to your Lordship, that the result of this experiment accordswith the obvious dictates of sound policy and the immutable principles of eternal rectitude,and confirms the impressive lessons of all past history, that slavery is an evil which no legis-

lative
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lative enactments can effectually ameliorate, and nothing short of its utter extinction can
remedy; and that the apprenticeship system, like all other modifications of crime, has
demonstrated the absolute hopelessness of reconciling night and wrong, of combining light
and darkness, while it warns us against any further perpetration of evil, under the presump-
tion that good may ensue.
But we refer with a confidence, which is not weakened by the slightest misgiving, to the

satisfactory results with which the measure of complete emancipation has been attended in
the islands of Antigua and Bermuda, and we anticipate the same peaceful and prosperous
results should a similar course be adopted through the entire range of our colonial pos-
sessions. If we have any fears, it is not from the bestowment of “just and rational, of full
and impartial liberty,” but its denial to any class and portion of the negro race; and the
greatest dangers, in our apprehension, which menace the colonies are those which would
spring from the enfranchisement of one section of the apprenticed negroes, while another, and
still larger portion, men of like passions, joined to them by natural ties, and suffering with
them under equal wrongs, are left to all the bitterness of prolonged, and thus aggravated,
bondage; thousands of them in the different colonies being originally of the number of those
who, as non-pradials, were destined to obtain their freedom in 1838, but who are now
transferred, by the fraud and cupidity of interested masters, to the less favoured class of
apprentices.

e beg to assure your Lordship, that throughout the United Kingdom, so far as the
actual state of the colonies has been made known, there is one indignant feeling of displea-
sure and disgust at the shameless manner in which the negro population are treated by
colonial legislation, and by special magistrates and planters. After having paid so many
millions, the people feel that the negroes in our colonies have become, not their property
indeed, but their charge, the very wards and children of the nation, and that it is now more
than ever the duty of the country to protect them from outrage and injustice, and to take
care that they shall be admitted at once and fully to all the high and cherished privileges of
the British constitution.

In every instance where the public has been informed that the Act, which was intended
to bring relief and benefit to the slaves, and professing to invest them with the rights of
freemen, has been abused to increase their burdens and aggravate their sufferings, it has
occasioned the most grievous mortification and disappointment, and has aroused a more ear-
nest and unappeasable demand for immediate, entire and unconditional freedom to this
injured race of men; and this feeling, we beg to assure your Lordship, is rapidly and univer-
sally spreading throughout the reflecting, religious and influential classes of the British
community.

All these and other considerations, founded on the policy as well as the justice and
humanity of the measure, influence us to express to your Lordship our strong, unanimous
and fervent desire that your Lordship andthe Members of Her Majesty’s Government will
take the earliest possible period for introducing a measure to bring the system of negro
apprenticeship in the colonies to an end; and if it cannot be effected before that time, we
respectfully suggest that the 1st day of August 1838, being the day already appointed
for the emancipation of the non-predials, would be a most appropriate time for that great
object.
We further beg to state to your Lordship, that the proof and evidence for the justification

of such a measure, if it ought not rather to rest on the eternal principles ofjustice and truth,
and the solid basis of our own free constitution, are, in our opinion, already made so abun-
dant and complete by official and Parliamentary documents as to render any committee of
inquiry in either House of Parliament unnecessary ; that we should deprecate such a course
of proceeding as calculated only to serve the Purpose of mischievous delay, to defeat the
ends ofjustice, and to prolong the misery of the negro; and we do, therefore, most ear-
nestly and respectfully entreat your Lordship to resist such a proposal.
Be assured, my Lord, that the reign of our youthful and beloved Sovereign, already so

auspiciously commenced, and giving such bright promise of coming felicity and prosperity
to a loyal nation, would receive an ornament of grace, and gain imperishable glory, by such
an act of humanity and justice to that unhappy portion of Her Majesty’s subjects who have
so long groaned and suffered, with unexampled patience, in our colonies.
On their behalf the sympathies of the females of the United Kingdom are already

awakened;more than 600,000 of whom have attached their names to addresses about
to be presented to Her Majesty, and they will link with them the generous and amiable
sympathies of the British Queen, whose own sex are doomed toa still larger share of suf-
fering than ours from that system, the utter and immediate extinction of which we thus
strenuously seek.

My Lord, we are very respectfully yours,

(signed, on behalfofall the Delegates, by)

R. Harward, Chairman.
 

REPLY.

Su, Downing-street, 27 November 1837.
_ Lam directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of the memorial dated the 17th
instant, presented by you and other gentlemen to his Lordship on the 18th, expressing a
desire that Her Majesty’s Government will take the earliest possible period for introducing a
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measure into Parliament to bring the system of negro apprenticeship in the colonies to anend, and further deprecating the appointment of any Committee of either House of Parlia-ment for the purpose of inquiring into the working of the present system ; I am to acquaintyou, in reply, that Lord Glenelg, after an anxious and minute attentionduring the last twoyears and a half to the details of this subject, and afier a careful consideration of all theinformation respecting it to which his Lordship has had access, does not feel that there aresufficient grounds to justify Her Majesty’s Government in proposing to Parliament to makeso essential an alteration in the Act of 1833 as that which is desired by the memorialists,His Lordship is further of opinion, that, however desirable it might be that theapprenticeshipshould be terminated by Acts of the colonial legislatures before the period fixed by law forits expiration, the proposal by the Government to the British Parliament of a measure for itsimmediate abolition would, without tending to shorten the duration of the present system,have the effect of producing irritation, excitement and disappointment throughout the WestIndia colonies. It would thereby, in Lord Glenelg’s judgment, present a serious obstacleto the success of the constant and unremitting endeavours of Her Majesty’s Government tosecure to the apprenticed population the enjoyment of the immediate rights to which theyare legally entitled, and to ensure the ultimate termination of the apprenticeship under cir-cumstances the most favourable to their full possession and exercise of unqualified freedom.In the prosecution of this object, Her Majesty’s Government will not hesitate, in case ofnecessity, to apply to Parliament for such additional powers as may be required to strengthenthe hands of the’ executive government in the discharge of the arduous and responsible dutywith which they are intrusted.
With respect to the desire expressed by the memorialists, that Her Majesty’s Governmentshould resist any proposal for the appointment of a Committee of either House of Parlia-ment to inquire into the working of the present system, I am to inform you that HerMajesty’s Government have, in the two last Sessions of Parliament, assented to theappointment of a Committee ofthe House of Commons on this subject, on the motion of Mr.Buxton, and that the inquiries of the last Committee having been interrupted by the unex-pected termination of the Session, a short Report was presented to the House ofCommons,which appears to have been ‘unanimously agreed to, in which it is recommended that aSelect Committee should be appointed to pursue this inquiry in the next Session of Parlia-ment. On the ground of this recommendation, and of the admitted obligation on theGovernment toafford the fullest information which Parliament may require on so importanta subject, Lord Glenelg directs me to state that Her Majesty’s Government could not, jnhis opinion, be justified in refusing their assent to the appointment of such a Committeeduring the present Session, if a motion with that object should be made in either House ofParliament.

I have, &c.
Captain Harward, r. w. (signed) George Grey.&e, &e. &e,
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JAMAICA.

JAMAICA. —

—2.—

CIRCULARS TO SPECIAL MAGISTRATES.

 

—No. 1.—
(No. 152.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.B., to No. 1.
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, 29 July 1837.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, no, 784, 13 May.

copies of all circulars to custodes and special magistrates, issued since the - B15, 16 —
11th of May last, for their guidance in reference to their duties connected = 2,3: —
with the apprenticed population. - 897, 12 June.

I have,&e. - 1038, 24

(signed) Lionel Smith. = 1085» 15 July.
= 1561, a9 —
~ 1562, - — 

Enclosures in No. ].

Circular, No. 784.
Sir, ; The King’s House, 18 May 1837,

I am desired by the Governor to acquaint you, that he considers it very desirable that Enclosures in
when the superiors of houses of correction notify to the supposed employers of apprentices No, 1.
committed to those establishments as runaways that such apprentices are under detention,
they should request the employers to inform them, in reply, whether the apprentices in
question are really absent from the property or not. The object of this suggestion is, not
to detain apprentices longer in custody than the law permits, but to prevent their being
prematurely liberated upon the application of parties who are not their lawful owners.

I have, &e.

(signed) CC. H. Darling, Sec.
 

Circular, No. 815.

Sir, The King’s House, 16 May 1837.
Tux Governor having in some instances observed the severe effects of corporal punish-

ment upon apprenticed labourers (not in consequence of the illegality of the amount of
punishment awarded, but of its application to offenders who had been subjected to previous
flogging), I am directed by his Excellency to repeat the injunction, which has been so
strongly urged upon the special magistracy from the very commencement of the appren-
ticeship system, and pointedly impressed upon them in numerous individual instances by
his Excellency himself, that the use of corporal punishment should be restricted as much as
possible, and in fact rigidly confined to offences of a disgraceful or highly aggravated nature.
I am further to desire, that it may on no account be inflicted on offenders who are not
entirely recovered from the effect of previous punishment, and that you take care that, in
all cases, the apprentices are perfectly cured before they are removed from the hospital, and
required to resume their work,

His Excellency is induced to advert the more strongly to this subject, from observing,
that while the total amount of punishment throughout the colony, as collected from the
returns of the special magistrates, is considerably less than it was during the earlier part of
his administration, the amount of corporal punishments has not decreased in a corres-
ponding ratio. His Excellency is, however, gratified to find, by the returns for the month
of February last, (the latest period to which they are compiled) that there was a considerable
decrease of this description of punishment, as contrasted with the returns of the preceding
month. He confidently trusts that this desirable diminution will steadily continue; and he
relies upon your zealous exertions (as far as your means extend) to maintain the industry
and contentment which now so generally prevail, and which can never be effected by an
injudicious recourse to a mode of punishment, to be resorted to at any time with thegreatest
caution and discrimination, but totally inapplicable for the enforcement of those objects
among a labouring population, fast passing intoperfect freedom, and with whom, therefore,
every other incentive to good conduct should be employed, rather than the dread of a
degrading punishment, to which they must shortly cease to be subjected.

T have, &e.
(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

154.
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JAMAICA. Circular, No. 818.

-_— Sir, The King’s House, 16 May 1837.
Tax Governor being strongly impressed with the expediency of establishing in all the

houses of correction one uniform system of treadmill punishment, I am directed to recom-
mend, for the adoption of the magistrates of the parish of , under the fourth
clause of the Act 5 Will. 4, c. 8, the following rules.

1. That no prisoner be worked on the treadmill for a longer period than 10 minutes at
one spell, besides the usual allowance of time for breakfast and dinner.

2. That all treadmill punishments be divided into classes: the first-class spells to be of
10 minutes’ duration, the second of eight minutes, and the third of five minutes.

3. That no female quick with child be subjected to punishment on the treadmill; no
child under 14 years of age; and no aged person above 60 years old.

4, That the superior of the house of correction be required to keep a record of treadmill
punishments, according to the following form.

 

otOnenaies ory By whom By whom Poolshment Date of When
,. employed, if an Offence a > i Remarks.

Apprenticeor Apprentice. Committed. in what i Commitment. Discharged.:Class worked. | |

|

| |
! |

5. That the medical attendant have the power of directing the removal of a prisoner from
one class of punishment to another less severe, if he shall see cause to do so, on account of
the sickness or infirmity of such prisoner.

6. His Excellency feels confident that the legislature will embody these regulations into
a law in their next session, and in the meantime, he anxiously trusts that the magistrates
will give effect to them in their several parishes.

I have, &c.
To the Custos. (signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

 

|
|
|

|
|   

 

Circular, No. 892.

Sir, The King’s House, 31 May 1837.
I am desired by the Governor to request you will transmit, for his Excellency’s informa-

tion, a return of all properties in your district having more than 40 apprentices attached,
with the names of the respective proprietors, attornies, and overseers, according to the
following form; viz.—

Name of Proprietor, Name Name
Name of Property. and whether absent or not. | ofAttorney. of Overseer.

(State in this column whe-

ther a sugar or coffee property

or pen.)

   
2. In the event of any property in your district falling into the hands of a new proprietor,

or under the management of a new attorney, you will report the same when it occurs, for
his Excellency’s information.

I have, &c.
Special Justice. (signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

 

Circular, No. 897.

Sir, The King’s House, 2 June 1837.
I am desired by the Governor to acquaint you, that he has reason to believe that the

police force and maroons are actively employed in apprehending apprentices upon mere sus-
picion of their being implicated in proceedings intended to disturb the public peace. I am,

therefore,
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therefore, to convey his Excellency’s commands that you immediately make known to the
magistrates of the parish of that such a practice is both mischievous and unjust,
and that he strictly cautions them against calling out the police, or applying for the services.
of the maroons, except upon well-grounded information, and under a regular warrant.

I have, &c.
Custos. (signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

Circular, No. 950.
Sir, The King’s House, 10 June 1837.

Tue Secretary of State having called for certain information relative to the working of
the apprenticeship system, with a view to the same being laid before Parliament, I am
desired by the Governor to enclose the blank form of a return, which you will be pleased to
fill up, and return to me at your earliest convenience.
You will also be pleased to transmit a similar return in future with your quarterly

reports, made up for each quarter, in order to obviate the necessity of again calling for a
return embracing such an extent of time as that you are now required to furnish.
With your quarterly report for the present quarter, it will of course only be necessary that

you furnish a return for the month of June, as that now required will be made up to the
3ist of May, inclusive,

 

. . T have, &e.
Mr. Special Justice.

Circular, No. 1028.
Sir, ; The King’s House, 24 June 1837.

Herewiti you will receive a scale of labour for the parish of » m which your
district is situated.
The Governor has every reason to believe that this scale has been framed with great dili-
ence and care, and that it is calculated upon a knowledge of what may be fairly demanded

from an able-bodied predial labourer, during a working day of nine hours’ duration.
The object which has been gained, as his Excellency confidently trusts, by the formation

of this scale is twofold: first, as dilording a guide to the special justice in all cases of
complaints for neglect or insufficiency of labour; and, secondly, as establishing the principle
upon which task-work will be regulated, to the general adoption of which his Excellency
attaches the greatest importance.

It is hardly necessary to point out to you, that when resorted to as a guide in cases of
insufficiency of labour, it will be your duty to bear in mind, that it is calculated for an
able-bodied labourer, and that you should therefore satisfy yourself that the party complained
against may be fairly classed as such, and that in the particular case before you there are
ro extraon inary impediments to the performance of the quantum of daily labour established

the scale.
"When employed as the basis of task-work, you will be aware that the contracts formed
upon it must be perfectly voluntary on both sides. In some parishes the task established
upon the scales has been completed before one o’clock in the day, and in many others
considerably before the expiration of the nine hours appointed for labour; while, therefore,
it is of course your duty to enforce the proper quantity of labour on the one hand, it is
equally incumbent upon you to see that, on the other, the apprentice receives the full benefit
of his industry, by having at his own disposal the remaining period of time, whenever he
may have completed his daily work before the expiration ofthe legal hours of labour.

n all cases where you may be called upon to ratify agreements based upon the scale, you
will therefore make it your duty to ascertain that this principle is distinctly recognised by
the employer.

Considering it of the greatest importance to the future welfare of the island that a system
of voluntary labour, mutually satisfactory to employer and labourer, should be promoted as
much as possible, his Excellency earnestly calls upon you to encourage its adoption by every
means in your power.

If in any instance acomplaint shall be made that the quantum of labour assigned under
any of the numerous heads detailed in the scale is more than can fairly be performed, it will
be your duty to obtain the best evidence in your power, both of practical planters, and of
the head men or intelligent apprentices upon estates, and transmit the same to his Excellency,
who will not fail to take the necessary steps for setting the disputed point at rest.

I have, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Secretary.

 

Circular, No. 1085.

Sir, The King’s House, 15 July 1837.
In reference to the Circular, dated King’s House, 24 June 1837, No. 1028, it is clearly

to be understood, that when the apprentices resist the late established scale of labour, as
being beyond or greater than what they have been accustomed to perform, the specialmagis-
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JAMAICA, _ trates in all references are to resort to the quantity of work which the apprentices had before
been accustomed to for the day’s labour of nine hours, and they are not by any means to
compel any greater quantity than what had been before customary.

 

T have, &e.

Special Justice. (signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

 

Circular, No. 1120.

The King’s House, 22 July 1887.
Comp.atnts continuing to be laid before the Governor that the magistrates in committingapprentices to prison authorize or permit the gaol or house of correction officers to put such

prisoners in the bilboes or chains, under pretence of their better security, and before trial andconviction of any offence, notwithstanding that his Excellency, at his late inspection of theprisons, strictly prohibited this unlawful practice, his Excellency is now pleased to call onthe custodes to warn all magistrates and others offending herein that they will be prosecutedfor any and every instance of this violent and illegal conduct in future.
If the gaols are not secure, it is the duty of the magistrates to apply to the parish autho-

nities to make them so; but neither the Abolition Act, or any other law, can warrant the
punishment of men before trial and conviction, and it would be better that 50 should escape
than the law be violated even in a single instance.

By Command.
(signed)  S. R. Warren, Sec.To Custodes and Special Magistrates.

Circular, No. 1561.
Sir, The King’s House, 29 July 1837,

In all cases where special magistrates have to complain of the unjust, severe, or unkind
treatment of apprentices by overseers, from whose general conduct 19 complaints out of 20
now originate, they will be so good as to accompany such reports by information of facts,
stating the names of attornies employing such overseers in this country, or where there is no
local attorney, the name of the proprietor or parties owning the property in England which
such overseer may be wholly in charge of.

By Command.
To Special Justice. (signed)  S. R. Warren.
 

Circular, No. 1562.
Sir, The King’s House, 29 July 1837,

Dovusts may arise whether the apprentices are to have the 1st of August as a holiday or not.
There being no positive law to determine the question, I beg to recommend you, if this

instruction ‘can reach you in time, to propose the adoption of one general rule in your parish,either of granting or withholding the day, according as the legislature intended, so that no
comparison of unequal treatment, and consequent dissatisfaction, may arise out of a different
practice by masters towards their apprentices or the overseers.

 

To the Custos. (signed) Lionel Smith.

—No. 2.—
(No. 148.)

No. 2 Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B., to
0. 2 Lord Glenelg. . .

My Lord, King’s House, 28 July 1837.
Circular 1120, _REFERRING yourLordship to my circular against putting apprentices in
22 July 1837,  bilboes or in chains before trial and conviction, I enclose the acknowledgment

See Despatch, No. of my order by several of the custodes or senior magistrates (all not being
ye ofthe egth —_-yet received), and I am persuaded this oppressive practice will be effectually
urs prevented in future.

= It is one of the hateful remains of slavery abuses, many of which can only
be overcome by time, and a watchful regard to the laws.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Enclosures in No. 2.

(No, 1.)

Sir, Peace-office, Portland, 25 July 1837.

I am directed by Richard C. King, Esq., the senior magistrate for this parish, to acknow- Enclosures in
ledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1120, dated 22d July instant, and to state in reply No. 2.

thereto, for his Excellency’s information, that he has made the most diligent inquiries of the
officers of the house of correction, and of the magistrates of this parish, and is happy in being
able to assure his Excellency that there has not been any instance of prisoners faving been
put in the bilboes or chains, under pretence of their better security, either before trial or after
conviction of any offences, since the 1st day of August 1834,

 

I have, &c.

S. R. Warren, Esq. (signed) Robert C. Thomson,
&e. &e. &e. Depy Clerk Peace.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Gilnock Hall, St. Elizabeth’s, 25 July 1837.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, No. 1120, to which I shall
give every publicity.

Allow me at the same time to solicit your informing his Excellency the Governor, that
I am not aware a single instance has occurred of a prisoner in the gaol or house of correction
of this parish having been confined either in the bilboes or chains before conviction.

 

Captain Warren, I have, &e.
&e. &e. &e. (signed) D« Robertson, Custos.

(No. 38.)

Sir, Westmoreland, 25 Jul y1 837.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, No. 1120, dated 22d instant,
a copy of which I have had transmitted to each magistrate in this parish, as also to the
superintendents of the prison and house of correction, and by the latter to be entered into
the magistrates’ visiting books kept at the respective establishments; and I have most
particularly warned all the magistrates and officers of the institutions of the consequences
which will follow the slightest departure from his Excellency the Governor’s instructions
‘concerning the good management of gaols and houses of correction.

And should any illegal act be committed in these institutions, it will be my duty to com-
municate the same to you, for the information of the Governor.

I have, &c.

S. R. Warren, Esq. (signed) Thos. Moore.

 

(No. 4.)

Sir, Lucea, 25 July 1837.

_In the absence of his Honor the Custos, I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your
circular of the 22d instant, No. 1120; calling the attention of the magistrates to certain
abuses alleged to exist in the gaol discipline of this parish towards prisoners confined therein
or trial,

I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency, that should those illegal proceedings
to which you allude be in operation in any of the parochial gaols of the island, that they
are not, nor have they been, countenanced by the authorities of this parish,

S. R. Warren, Esq. T have, &c.
Gov. Sec. Office, Spanish Town. (signed)  Alexr Campbell.
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(No. 5.)

Sir, St. Thomas in the Vale, 27 July 1837.
_ [BEa leave to acknowledge receipt of your circular of 22d instant, No. 1120, and shall
immediately cause his Excellency’s sentiments, with regard to committing apprentices to
prison to be made known to the magistrates of the parish.

I have, &c.

Captain Warren, Govt Secy, (signed) Geo. W. Hamilton.
&e. &e. &e.

 

(No. 6.)

Extract of a Lerrzr from Thos. M‘Cornock, Esq. Custos, to S. R. Warren, Esq.
Government Secretary, dated Golden Grove, Port Morant, 26 July 1837.

“ T HAVE never heard that what is mentioned in your circular of the 22d has been done
in this precinct; but I sent a copy of it immediately to the clerk of the peace, for the
information of all concerned, and added, ‘ I believe what is therein alluded to is never done
in this precinct; but you will caution the keepers of both gaol and house of correction, here
and in Bt. David’s, not to transgress the law on any account.’ ”

 

—No. 3.—
(No. 143.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.n.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 Sept. 1837.
I HAVE received your despatches, No. 152, of the 29th July last, and No.

148, of the 28th of the same month; the one transmitting for my information
copies of all your recent circulars to the custodes and special magistrates with
reference to the apprenticed population; the other enclosing letters addressed
to you by several of the custodes or senior magistrates, with reference to your
circular against putting apprentices in bilboes or chains before trial and
conviction.

I have read the circulars with much pleasure, as affording most satisfactory
evidence of the zeal, vigilance, and humanity with which you superintend the
working of the present system. I confidently anticipate that your exertions
will have a powerful effect in suppressing what you justly describe as “ the
hateful remains of slavery abuses,” but of which I earnestly hope all traces will
ere long have been eradicated. In your anxious desire and enlighted efforts to
accomplish this great end I repose the fullest confidence, and it will afford Her
Majesty’s Government the greatest satisfaction to find that your endeavours are
met by the cordial co-operation of of the legislature of Jamaica.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 4. —
(No. 10.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.8., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 16 January 1838.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of all circulars to custodes and

special magistrates issued since the 22d July last, for their guidance in reference
to their duties connected with the apprenticed population, which I trust will
meet your Lordship’s approbation.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Circular, No. 1161.

Sir, The King’s House, 29 July 1837,
In all cases where magistrates have to complain of the unjust, severe or unkind treatment

of apprentices by overseers, from whose general conduct, 19 complaints out of 20 now
originate, they will be so good as to accompany such reports by information of facts, stating
the names of attornies employing such overseers in this country, or, where there is no local
attorney, the name of the proprietor or parties owning the property in England which such
overseer may be wholly in charge of.

By command.
Mr. Special Justice. (signed) S. &. Warren, Sec.
 

Circular, No. 1197.

Sir, The King’s House, 2 August 1837.
Iw all magistrates’ courts of valuation on apprentices in future, the special magistrate,

before commencing proceedings, is directed to ascertain from the general magistrates asso-
ciated with him, whether they are agreed to allow a deduction upon the extreme value of
any such apprentices of one-third for contingencies, which has been the principle formerly
adopted, but lately generally denied.

2. If the associated magistrates will not agree to this just deduction, the court need not
proceed ; but the special magistrate will at once report the valuation as inconclusive, and
then give notice to have other magistrates selected, who will agree to the usual deduction
for contingencies.

I have, &e.
Special Justice. (signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

Circular, No. 1212.

Sir, The King’s House, 10 August 1837.
Your own business and the Governor’s time are both too much interrupted from the nature

of the disputes to which your duties expose you.
2. The overseer and the attorney frequently complain together on the same case, and thus

create double trouble.
3. The person in actual charge of a property, who is alone liable to the law, when brought

to an account, refers to his immediate superior, who, absent, can have no personal knowle ge
of the facts, yet both join in the same complaint or remonstrance. This is unreasonable
towards the magistrates.

4. In future, therefore, you will consider the person actually in charge of a property, and
lawfully exercising authority over the apprentices, the only person responsible for their
treatment in their apprenticeship duties on estates, and you are not in future to enter into
correspondence with any intermediate or superior authority, but refer such parties to the
Governor.

5. It is thus expected you may never be brought in collision with more than one responsible
authority in any one dispute.

I have, &c.

ecial Justice. (signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

Circular, No. 1245.

Sir, Spanish Town, 19 August 1887.
You will be so good as to send in a return of all valuations from the 1st November 1836,

made in the district under your charge. This is to include all valuations, whether con-
cluded or not concluded, and to specify the amount of valuation; whether the sums have
been paid and the parties released, or whether remaining unpaid, distinguishing the classes
of the apprentices, and particularizing the dates of the appraisements, and the estates to
which the apprentices respectively belonged.

_ 2. As this return is required to be transmitted to the Secretary of State, you will lose no
time in complying with this order, and you will be pleased to bring down the date of the
return to the 31st day of July inclusive.

Lan, &c.
Mr. Special Justice. (signed) S. BR. Warren, Sec.

Circular, No. 1464.
Sir,| The King’s House, 21 October 1837.

His Excellency the Governor directs that you will make, with the least possible delay, a
return of all the plantations, pens, and settlements in your district on which the eight hours’system of labour has been adhered to.
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2. You will particularize whether such adherence has been by mutual arrangement between
the master and apprentice, or whether it has been persisted in, as being in conformity with
the law; and you will enumerate the plantations, pens, and settlements in the same district
on which the nine hours’ system of work prevails at the present time.

I have, &c.
——, Esq. (signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

Special Justice.
 

 

Circular, No, 1516.

Sir, 10 November 1837.
His Excellency the Governor having observed by the public advertisements that justices,

who are not of the special commission, have frequently committed apprentices to the house
of correction as deserters and vagrants, contrary to the prohibition ofthe 21st clause of the
Abolition Act, which assigns exclusive jurisdiction over apprentices to special justices of the
peace only; directs that all advertisements by the superintendents of houses of correction,
purporting to be of apprentices in custody, shall set forth the name of the committing
magistrate, and the date of the committal in each warrant respectively.

2. To guard against any infringement of the law, the course a person should pursue when
apprehending a vagrant or deserter, either under the 27th or 39th clauses of the Abolition
Act, is to put such vagrant or deserter in the hand of the police, or into the hand of the
plantation constable.

3. It will be the duty of these persons to obtain the necessary warrant from the special
justice of the district for committing the vagrant or deserter to the house of correction to be
claimed.

4. As the 17th clause of the Act in Aid gives to the police a fee of 20s. for apprehending
a known and described deserter, and the workhouse law, mile money and caption fee to any
other person for apprehending vagrant apprentices, there is no excuse for the parties detain-
ing deserters, not seeking the special justice, and acting by his authority.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

 

Circular, No. 1612.

Sir, The King’s House, 8 December 1837.
Captain Prineie having received a commission from his Excellency the Governor,

empowering him to inquire and examine into all matters connected with the state of the
gaols and houses of correction, &c., and the prison discipline of the island, I am directed to
request you to give the necessary directions to all concerned, that this gentleman may have
free access to all places of confinement, &c., within your jurisdiction, and his Excellency is
confident youwillbe disposed to afford him such information and facilities in the progress
of his inquiry as he may desire.

I have, &c.
S. R. Warren, Sec.

Circular, No. 1670.

Sir, The King’s House, 29 December 1837.
Tux Governor again calls the attention of special magistrates to give all the encourage-

ment they possibly can to the system of task-work, on mutual agreement of masters and
apprentices,

Tam, &e.

(signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.

Circular, No, 1671.
Sir,

His Excellency the Governor having had brought under his notice instances in which’
women in a state of pregnancy have been sentenced to penal labour in the house of correc-
tion, and in which delivery in child-birth has occurred during the period of their sentence,
or immediately after their release from prison, under circumstances of aggravated suffering,
as well as privation, directs me to inform you, that in all instances in which delinquents
shall be brought before you perceptibly in a state of pregnancy, or in which it shall be
pleaded that pregnancy renders the punishment inappropriate, the magistrate shall in no
instance send such persons to the house of correction, but shall devise some occupation for
them during their extra hours on the plantation, suited to their state of infirmity ; and I am
to inform you, that any culpable disregard of this order will be a reason with his Excellency
for the immediate removal of the negligent magistrate from the special commission.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. R. Warren, Sec.
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3.

POLICE ACT.

— No. 5.—

(No. 47.)
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 30 December 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose a copy of the new Police Bill; it formed a sub-

ject of long and various discussion in the House of Assembly ; and though it is
not so good a Bill as I would wish, I was obliged to accept it, the old Bill expiring
on the last day of this year.

It has effected a considerable reduction in the force, that is, in the establish-
ment ; but not material in reducing actual number, since the establishment was
never complete.

I found it quite impracticable to get a more permanent Bill passed.
I think I shall be able to provide for most exigencies by the present Bill; and

certain it is, no system could be worse than that which formed the original police
at a most enormous and unnecessary expense.

T have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 6.—
(No. 134.)

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirLionelSmith, K.c.8.,
dated Downing-street, 2 September 1837.

Tue Acts of the last session of the legislature of Jamaica, and your despatches
explanatory of them, have engaged the serious attention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and I proceed to announce to you the course which will be taken respecting
them by Her Majesty in Council. I have postponed this despatch to the latest
possible period, in the hope of receiving the usual printed copy of the Acts of

the year, for you will readily understand that the difficulty of examining this

voluminous mass of statutes is greatly enhanced by the circumstance of their
reaching me in the form of manuscript, written in a close and crowded charac-
ter, on paper of the largest size, in which many clerical errors occur, and of

which it is impossible, without much labour and delay, to multiply copies for

reference to the other departments of the Government. I am prevented by this

circumstance from referring, on this occasion, to the Acts in question, by their
proper divisions into chapters and sections. These impediments to an earlier

decision are mentioned, not with the slightest intention of imputing blame to

any of the officers of your government, still less to yourself, but in order that

your authority or influence may be exercised to secure the printing of the sta-
tutes of the island with greater promptitude hereafter.
The Act, No. 3239, for organizing a Police, contains a clause by which it is in

substance provided, that it shall be the duty of the police to apprehend every

person having in his possession any quantity of produce, or any canes, wood or

grass, who shall not be able to produce a permit from the proprietor of the estate

on which the produce was grown, or to show that he has honestly become pos-

sessed of such property. The police are then’ to carry the person thus appre-

hended before any magistrate of the parish, who is to associate with himself

another magistrate. The two justices are jointly to examine into the matter, and

on conviction may adjudge the parties to a fine of 20/., and in failure of payment,

to labour in the house of correction for any time not exceeding two months.

Now, I understand that it is no uncommon practice in Jamaica togiveto

the labourers wood and grass, or the privilege of cutting them, m commutation

for some of their regular allowances ; a practice to be mentioned with commen-

dation, as tending to encourage the people to honest industry in the pursuit of a
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petty traffic, advantageous to them, and convenient to the society of which they
form a part. To obtain on every occasion the necessary written permission for
this purpose is at least an onerous obligation, and may often subject the labourer
to the capricious and unreasonable refusal of the party whom he serves. Yet
under this Act the complaint of the employer must be entertained and decided
by any two justices, whether in the special commission of the peace or not. Tf,
therefore, there should be any person desirous to inflict upon an apprenticed
labourer punishments of greater severity than would be imposed by the special
magistrate, an opportunity is here afforded for that evasion of the spirit of the
Slavery Abolition Act. An offence which is really an infringement of plantation
discipline would be cognizable before a different tribunal from that to which the
law has intrusted the superintendence of the conduct of the apprentices in that
relation of life.

It may, Iam aware, be answered, that the offence against which this enactment
is pointed is committed, not against plantation discipline, but against the general
laws of police, affecting alike the whole population, and is therefore properly cog-
nizable by the ordinary magistrates. To that answer I should reply, that not only
during the continuance of slavery were these Acts regarded as an infringement of
plantation discipline, but that they were viewed in that light by the legislature of
Jamaica so recently as the year 1836, when the Police Act conferred this juris-
diction on the special magistracy alone. The change in the law which has been
silently introduced in the Act under consideration is therefore equally at
variance with the recent and with the ancient views of the colonial legislature.
I regard it as the more objectionable, because it is an alteration in a statute which
certainly ought to have been enacted for the whole term of the apprenticeship.
If the Assembly will not concur in passing a permanent Police Act, Her Majesty’s
Government must, at least, protest in the most decided terms against the intro-
duction into the annual Acts of that nature of any clause impairing their value.
The periodical revival of this measure should not be connected with any such sti-
pulation on the part of the Assembly.
You will, therefore, have the goodness to understand yourself as placed by Her

Majesty under a distinct prohibition against assenting to the revival of the Police
Act, if it shall be tendered for your acceptance with a repetition of the clause to
which I have referred ; or if it shall contain any other clause foreign to its proper
object, or opposed in any degree whatever to the principles of the Act of Par-
liament for the Abolition of Slavery.

T earnestly hope that the local legislature will perceive and acknowledge the
necessity of meeting the reasonable expectations of the people of this country and
of Parliament on this subject, and that in their next session they will pass a
Police Act to which no valid objection can be taken. I cherish this expectation
so confidently, that I will not advert to a consideration of the course which it
might be right to adopt on a contrary supposition.

 

— No. 7.—
(No. 233.)

Cory of aDESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C.B., to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 20 December 1837.

I nave the honour to report to your Lordship, that I granted the application of
the House of Assembly for an adjournment from the 18th instant to the 20th of
February, in order to enable the members to be present on their properties during
the usual holidays.
Many Bills have been passed at this first meeting of the Sessions, the most

important of which, the new Police Bill, I have now the honour to enclose, your
- Lordship being aware that the old Bill expires on the 31st instant.

Your Lordship’s objections to the last Police Law, in your despatch, No. 134,
of 2d September 1837, were duly communicated to the House, but, I am sorry to
say, through several days of animated discussion, they finally persisted in main-
taining the former clause, which subjects parties apprehended, in possession of
wood or grass without a permit, to be carried before any two justices of the peace,
who were empowered to try and punish the offence, whether committed by an

apprentice
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apprentice or otherwise, and thus violating the Abolition Law, giving exclusive JAMAICA.
jurisdiction to the special magistrates over the apprentice. —

In these circumstances, Her Majesty’s legislative council returned the Bill
for amendment.
On its being rejected, I went into privy council for advice. I read your

Lordship’s instructions in No. 134, and particularly impressed upon them
that I was not to accept any Bill which contained a repetition of the objectionable
clause in the former Act.

I then read to them your Lordship’s despatch, No. 138, of 2d November
1835, to Lord Sligo, in answer to his Lordship’s despatches, in apprehension that
the Assembly would pass no Police Bill, or one so exceptionable that it could not
be accepted. I beg to refer your Lordship to the guarded caution you recommend
to his Lordship in that despatch, against adopting, if possible to be avoided,
extreme measures ; yet all the difficulties had accumulated in this instance, which
influenced the spirit of your Lordship’s instructions.
The council immediately advised a short prorogation, and I accordingly sum-

moned the House the next day.
The printed minutes of their proceedings herewith enclosed will explain to

your Lordship the amendments proposed by the council, and my speech on the .
prorogation. ae

The House, according to my recommendation, having met on the 16th,
again sent over a Police Bill to the council, improved in some alterations, but still
retaining the principal original objections. Both branches adjourned to the 18th
instant, when the council, faithful to their purpose, returned the Bill for amend-
ment, and it came back to the council on the same day, with one material modifi-
cation, that apprentices having produce in their possession taken from the
premises, or being the property of their masters or employers, should be handed
over to the special justice of the district. There was also a considerable mitigation
in the fines and punishments awarded by the former Act.
The period had now arrived when I could no longer hope for any further

concessions from the House to your Lordship’s instructions, and I determined
immediately to take the advice of the privy council as to my best course of
conduct for Her Majesty’s service.

I have the honour to enclose your Lordship a copy of the minutes on
that occasion, by which your Lordship will perceive the council were unanimous Extra No, 5,
in their advice, qualified only by the Attorney-general, that I should accept the Bill. Minutesfrom

I am now to explain to your Lordship the unhappy position I was placed <—Couneit
in, for I have deeply felt the serious responsibility of having acted contrary to
your Lordship’s most clear and positive instructions.

That position was a choice of evils, whether to accept an imperfect Bill,
and retain the police, or dissolve the Assembly for the chance of a better Bill,
which could not, however, secure the police, because the present Bill expires on
the 31st instant, and no new House could be convened under 40 days.

When your Lordship considers the season, the close approach of the Christmas
holidays, always one of some excitement, the risk, not to say injustice, of
suddenly throwing a considerable body of men out of bread, to increase pos-
sibly that spirit of discontent among the negroes which has been spreading ever
since Joseph Sturge’s inflammatory discourses had become known to them, I
feel confident your Lordship will admit I had strong grounds to prefer the first
evil, particularly as I could in four months receive Her Majesty’s disallowance of
the Act, and your Lordship’s commands to try a new House of Assembly, if you
deemed such a course desirable. For myself, [ should place no dependence what-
ever on such a measure.
The present Police Bill will continue in force through 1838, if approved of.

In August that year, about 50,000 non-predials come into unrestricted freedom,
atid it is the fashion of many to set down that event as one of danger or difficulty;
I am not of this opinion, but I consider the substitution of unarmed constables,
at the expense of the Queen’s Government, would give no strength to the execu-
tive, or carry any useful influence against riot or resistance.

Carrying my reasoning to that period, it had its weight in the conclusion I
have come to. That I failed in carrying a Bill more consonant to your Lordship’s
orders, and the spirit of the Abolition Law, is a source of unfeigned sorrow tome.
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It was hardly possible to avoid error. It rests with your Lordship whether I have
justified it. My consolation is, that the course I adopted is that best calculated
to keep down agitation, and to preserve the peace and safety of the whole
community.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 7.

(No. 2.)

EXTRACTS from the Journats of the House of AssemBiy of Jamaica.

7 December 1837.

Tue Bill to organize a Police was read a second time.
Resolved,—That the said Bill be committed to a Committee of the whole House on

Wednesday the 13th instant.
18 December 1837.

The House, according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the whole House on
the Bill to organize a Police.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Leslie took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

Mr. Leslie, from the committee, reported that they had gone through the Bill, and had
made several amendments thereto, which he read in his place and delivered in at the
table, with the Bill, where the first, second and third amendments, being again severally
read, were agreed unto by the House,

Then the fourth amendment, being again read, is as follows:
“ And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of the police, and they are hereby required

at all times to take up all vagrants or idle and disorderly persons, and to quell all riots,
and disperse all unlawful meetings, and to apprehend all and every person and persons
unlawfully armed, or having in his, her or their possession any arms or ammunition without
a warrant for that purpose from some magistrate of the parish in which such person shall
reside, or having in his, her or their possession any quantity of sugar, rum, pimento, coffee
or other produce, who shall not be able to produce a permit from the proprietor, overseer
or other person in charge of the property whereon such produce was grown and manu-
factured, or otherwise show that he, she or they has or have honestly become possessed of
such property, and to carry such person or persons so apprehended before the nearest
Justice, who shall examine into the matter, and, upon conviction, adjudge the party or
parties offending to pay a fine not exceeding the sum of 51, or, in failure of payment of
such fine, to commit such offender or offenders to labour in the house of correction for a
space of time not exceeding thirty days: provided always, in the event of no application
from the owners of such produce within five days, the same shall be sold by order of such
Justice, and one moiety of the proceeds to be paid to the police apprehending such parties,
and the other moiety to be appropriated for the poor of the parish in which such condem-
nation shall take place : provided also, that if the justice so called upon to adjudicate shall
consider the offence to be of too aggravated a nature to be dealt with in such summarymanner, he shall commit the offender to be tried at the quarter sessions of the parish in
which such offence was committed.”

A motion was made to amend the said report by striking out, after the word coffee,
the words “or other produce,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words “canes, wood
or grass.”

A debate thereon arising, and the question being put on the amendment,
The House divided: the ayes went forth:
Ayes, 9:——Mr. Townshend, Mr. Leslie, Mr. H. Brown, Mr, Coliman, Mr. Berry, Mr.

Whittaker, Mr. March, Mr. Farquharson and Mr. Barnett,
Noes, 12 :—Mr. J. S. Brown, Mr. Jordon, Mr. Hill, Mr. Cox, Mr. Hart, Mr.Barclay,Mr. Milner, Mr. Lake, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Dallas and Mr. Wright.
It passed in the negative.

And a motion being made that the said clause do stand a elause of the saidBill,
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put,
The House divided : the noes went forth:
Noes, 4:—Mr. Taylor, Mr. March, Mr. J. S. Brown and Mr. Jordon.
Ayes, 17:—Mr. Whittaker, Mr. Farquharson, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Hill, Mr. Cox, Mr.Collman, Mr. Hart, Mr. Berry, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Milner, Mr. Lake, Mr. Townshend, Mr.Leslie, Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Dallas, Mr. Wright, and Mr. H. Brown.

It



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 21

It was resolved in the affirmative.

Then the remaining amendments, being again severally read, were agreed unto by
the House.
Ordered,—That the said Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and that the title be,

« An Act to organize a Police.”

14 December 1837.

The engrossed Bill to organize a Police was read a third time.
A motion was made to amend the said Bill by inserting, after the words “or other pro-

duce” in the ninth clause, the following words, “or any canes, wood or grass.”

A debate thereon arising, and the question being put on the said amendment,

The House divided: the ayes went forth:

Ayes, 15 :—-Mr. H. Brown, Mr. J. Allwood, Mr. Panton, Mr. Townshend, Mr. Leslie-
Mr. Berry, Mr. Hyslop, Mr. Mitchel, Mr. March, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Watt, Mr. Good, Mr,
Collman, Mr. R. Allwood and Mr. Bravo.

Noes, 13 :--Mr. Dallas, Mr. Hill, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Hart, Mr. Jordon, Mr. J.S. Brown,
Mr. Cox, Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Milner, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lake and Mr.
Osborn.

It was resolved in the affirmative, and the said Bill was amendedaccordingly.

Resolved,—That the said Bill as amended do pass.

Message from the Councit, 15 December 1837.
Mr, Speaker,

fam commanded by the council to acquaint the House that they agree to the Bill, entitled
“An Act to organize a Police,” with the following amendments :

In the tenth line from the bottom of the second sheet, after the words “all such” insert
the word “ lawful.”

In the sixth line from the bottom of the same sheet, after the words “ promptly obey any”
insert the words “such order as aforesaid.”

In the sixth line from the top of the third sheet, dele the words “ or any canes, wood or
Tass.”

. In the ninth line from the top of the same sheet, after the word “ justice” insert the words
“or, ifan apprenticed labourer, before a special justice ofthe peace.”

In the sixth line from the bottom of the same sheet, after the word “such” insert the
word “lawful.”

Resolved,—-That the House do agree to the first and second amendments proposed by their
honors in their message to the Bill therein mentioned.

A motion was made that the House do agree to the third amendment proposed by their
honors in the said message.
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put,
The House divided: the ayes went forth:
Ayes, 12 :—Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Osborn, Mr. Taylor, Mr. J. S. Brown, Mr. Lake, Mr.

Jordon, Mr. Cox, Mr. Milner, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Dallas, Mr. Hill and Mr. Anderson.

Noes, 18:—Mr. Waitt, Mr. J. Allwood, Mr. Sanguinetti, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Panton, Mr.
Farquharson, Mr. R. Allwood, Mr. Bravo, Mr. Berry, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Good, Mr. Hyslop,
Mr. Guy, Mr. Leslie, Mr. H. Brown, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Collman and Mr. Townshend.

It passed in the negative.
Resolved,—That the House do disagree to the third amendment proposed by their honors

in their message to the Bill therein mentioned.

A motion was made that the House do agree to the fourth amendment proposed by their
honors in their message of this day.
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put,
The House divided: the ayes went forth: .
Ayes, 7:—Mr. Osborn, Mr. Taylor, Mr. J. S. Brown, Mr. Lake, Mr. Jordon, Mr. Hill

and Mr. Anderson.
Noes, 23:-—Mr. Watt, Mr. J. Allwood, Mr. Sanguinetti, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Panton, Mr.

Dallas, Mr. Farquharson, Mr. R. Allwood, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Bravo, Mr. Berry, Mr. Barnett,
Mr. Cox, Mr. Milner, Mr. Good, Mr. Hyslop, Mr. Guy, Mr. Leslie, Mr. H. Brown, Mr.
Mitchel, Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Collman and Mr. Townshend.

It passed in the negative.
Resolved,—That the House do disagree to the fourth amendment proposed by their honors

in their message to the Bill therein mentioned. .
Resolved,—That the House do agree to the fifth amendment proposed by their honors

their message of this day to the Bill therein mentioned.

154. MessicE
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Massacs to the Councrt, 15 December 1837,

May it please your honors,
We are ordered by the House to acquaint you, that they agree to the first, second and fifth

amendments proposed by your honors in your message of to-day to the Bill, entitled “An
Act to organize a Police,” and have amended their Bil accordingly ; but that they disagree
to the third and fourth amendments proposed by your honors in your said message, and do
adhere to their said Bill in those respects. ; ;

Ordered,—That Mr. Barclay, Mr. Leslie and Mr. Mitchel be a committee to carry the
above engrossed Bill to the council, and desire their concurrence thereto ; also the above mes-
sage, with the amended Bill, who, returning, reported the delivery thereof.

His Excellency was pleased to make the following speech :
Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The failure of two most important Bills in their progress to me—I mean the Police and
Process Biils—and my desire to avert, if possible, the serious consequences which ma
result from the loss of them, compels me to resort to a short prorogation, which I trust
will not be attended with great inconvenience to yourselves,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
WhenI consented to your adjournment, I did’ not contemplate the contingency which

has arisen ; I was actuated by my desire to grant your request, and nothing but my convic-
tion of the embarrassment which the loss of these Bills will entail upon the island at large
induces me now to interfere with your wishes.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I do now, in Her Majesty’s name, prorogue this General Assembly until to-morrow the16th instant, and it is hereby prorogued accordingly.
[End of the first Session.]
 

16 December 1837.
Mr. Speaker reported that the House had attended his Excellency the Governor in the

council-chamber, when his Excellency was pleased to make a speech, of which Mr. Speaker
said he had, to prevent mistakes, obtained a copy, and the same being read, was ordered to
be entered, and is as follows:

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

It has been my anxious desire to avoid interrupting the progress of your public business,
and nothing but paramount necessity induced me to resort to the late prorogation.

I therefore avail myself of this opportunity to invite your consideration of a measure for
securing to the island the services of the police beyond the period contemplated by the pre-
sent law, and I shall be much gratified if the result of your deliberations enables me to assent
to a Bill for that desirable purpose.
You are already in possession of the views ofHer Majesty’s Government on this subject.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I cannot too strongly impress upon you thedifficulties which I apprehend should I be
compelled to disband the police force, and I have no means at my disposal of continuing the
present establishment without your co-operation.

I have also to call your attention to the Process Law, and to submit to your consideration
the propriety of fixing a more adequate allowance for Crown witnesses than they at pre-
sent receive.
A motion being made, that a committee be appointed to prepare an humble address tohis Excellency the Governor for his speech at the opening of the session :
Ordered,—That Mr. Farquharson, Mr. Dallas, Mr. Leslie, Mr. Thompson and Mr. Milner

be a committee for that purpose.
Ordered,—That his Excellency’s speech be referred to the said’ committee.
The engrossed address to his Excellency the Governor was read in the following words:

Jamaica ss.
To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the most honourable

Military Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, a Lieutenant-general in Her Majesty’s Land Forces, and Colonel
ofHer Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot, Captam-general and Governor-in-chief
and Commander of the Forces in and over this Her Majesty’s Island ofJamaica,
and the Territories thereon depending in America, Chancellor, Ordinary and
Vice-admiral of the same.

The humble Address of the Assembly,
May it please your Excellency,

We,Her Mtajesty’s dutiful und loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica, thank your Excel-lency for your speech at the opening of the session.
e readily believe that nothing but a sense of paramount necessity induced your Excel-

lency to resort to the late prorogation.

We
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We are quite aware of the difficulties to be apprehended in the event of the police force
being disbanded, and the subject received our serious deliberation during the last session.
We, however, accede to your Excellency’s invitation to reconsider the measure, as we are at
all times desirous to meet, as far as we consistently can, the views of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, but our more important duty is to pass such measures only as we consider beneficial to
the interests of the colony.
The Process Law shall also have our attention.

Resolved,—That the said address do pass.

Whereupon Mr. Speaker and the whole House went up, and, being returned, Mr. Speaker
reported that the House had attended his Excellency the Governor, and presented their
address, to which his Excellency was pleased to return an answer, of which Mr. Speaker
scid he had, to prevent mistakes, obtained a copy, and the same being read was ordered to
be entered, and is as follows:

“ Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
“ T thank you for your assurances of attention to passing such measures as you may con-

sider beneficial to the colony.” .

Mr. Cox, according to order, presented to the House a Bill to organize a Police, which
was received and read the first time.

Ordered, —That the said Bill be read a second time this day.
Then the House adjourned for one quarter of an hour.
And, being met,
The Bill to organize a Police was read a second time.
Resolved,—That the said Bill be committed to a committee of the whole House this day.
The House, according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the whole House on

the Bill to organize a Police.
Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr.Cox took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.
Mr. Cox, from the committee, reported that they had gone through the Bill, and had

made several amendments thereto, which he read in his place, and delivered in at the table
with the Bill, where, being again severally read, the same were agreed unto by the House.
A motion was made to amend the said report by striking out the ninth clause, and

inserting, in lieu thereof, the following clause :
“« And whereas, by the thirty-fourth section of an Act passed in the seventh year of the

reign of King William the Fourth, entitled ‘An Act for consolidating and amending the
Laws in this Island relative to Larceny, and other Offences connected therewith,’ it was
enacted, that if any sugar already manufactured, or in the process of manufacture, or any
coffee or pimento, ginger or other valuable produce of the island commonly used for exporta-
tion, being of the value of one shilling and eight-pence at the least, shall, by virtue of a
search-warrant to be granted, be found in the possession of any person, or on the premises
of any person with his knowledge, and such person, being taken before ajustice of the peace,
shall not satisfy the justice that he or she came lawfully by the same, such person shall on
conviction by the justice forfeit and pay, over and above the value of the article or articles
so found, any sum not exceeding ten pounds; be it therefore enacted, that all the powers
hereinbefore mentioned to be exercised by virtue ofa search-warrant shall be lawfully exercised
by any person of the police aforesaid on all persons whomsoever who shall be apprehended
on the public roads, or in any other public place, with any sugar, coffee, pimento, ginger or
other valuable produce of the island commonly used for exportation, without any search-war-
rant whatsoever previously obtained, and on such person or persons not being able to show
that he or she or they came honestly possessed of such property; and on such person or
persons being so apprehended as aforesaid, and being taken before the nearest justice of
the peace, and not being able to satisfy such justice of the peace aforesaid that he or she or
they came lawfully by the same, such person or persons shall on conviction forfeit and pay,

over and above the value of the article or articles so found, any sum or sums not exceedin
ten pounds, as aforesaid, or in default of the payment of such fine or fines be adjudge
to be and stand committed to the house of correction, to be kept to hard labour for any
time not exceeding the space of thirty days.”
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put on the said amendment,
The House divided: the ayes went forth:
Ayes, 8 :—Mr. Fairweather, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Dallas, Mr. Milner, Mr. Thompson, Mr.

Hill, Mr. Bravo and Mr. Cox. .

Noes, 14:—Mr. Berry, Mr. Watt, Mr. J. Allwood, Mr. Leslie, Mr. Panton, Mr. Whit-

taker, Mr. Guy, Mr. Farquharson, Mr. Sanguinetti, Mr. R. Allwood, Mr. March, Mr.

Barnett, Mr. Townshend and Mr. H. Brown.

It passed in the negative.
Ordered,—That the said Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read a third time

this day, and that the title be “ An Act to organize a Police.’
The engrossed Bill to organize a Police was read a third time.
A motion being made that tie said Bill do pass,
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put, ;
1t was resolved in the affirmative, and the said Bill was passed accordingly.

154. Ordered,
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Ordered,—That Mr. Cox, Mr. Panton and Mr. Guy be a committee to carry the above
engrossed Bill to the council, and desire their concurrence thereto, who, returning, reported
the delivery thereof. .

Mr. Speaker acquainted the House that he had his Excellency the Governor’s leave to
adjourn the House from time to time as they shall think proper.

18 December 1837.

A message from their honors the council, by the clerk of the council, as follows:

Mr. Speaker, ;
I am commanded by the council to acquaint the House that they agree to the Bill, entitled

“ An act to organize a Police,” with the following amendments :
In the second line from the top of the fourth sheet, dele the words “to the said justice,

by evidence on oath.” .
In the eighth line from the top of the same sheet, dele all the words in that line and all the

words in the succeeding lines, to the words “ be carried”’ exclusive in the twelfth line from
the top of the same sheet, and insert, in lieu thereof, the words “ such offender shall.”

Resolved,—That the House do agree to the first amendment proposed by their honors
in their said message to the Bill therein mentioned.
A motion was made that the House do agree to the second amendment proposed by their

honors in their said message.
A debate thereon arising, and the question being put,
The House divided: the ayeswent forth: — .
Ayes, 3:—Mr. Taylor, Mr. Hill and Mr. Anderson.
Noes, 19:—Mr. Whittaker, Mr. Grosett, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Barnett. Mr. Hyslop,

Mr. Sanguinetti, Mr. R. Allwood, Mr, Dallas, Mr. J. Allwood, Mr. Watt, Mr. Collman,
Mr. Farquharson, Mr. Panton, Mr. Milner, Mr. Berry, Mr. Townshend, Mr. Guy, Mr. March
and Mr. #1. Brown.

It passed in the negative.
Resolved,—That the House do disagree to the second amendment proposed by their

honors in their said message, and that they do adhere to their said Bill.
Ordered,—That the following message be sent to their honors the council :
May it please your honors,

We are ordered by the House to acquaint you, that they agree to the first amendment
proposed by your honors in your message of to-day to the Bill, entitled ‘ An Act to organize
a Police,” and have amended their Bill accordingly ; but that they disagree to the second
amendment proposed by your honors in the said message, and do adhere to their said Bill
in this respect.

Ordered,—That Mr. Milner and Mr. Farquharson be a committee to carry the above
message, with the amended Bill, to the council, who, returning, reported the delivery
thereof.
Whereupon Mr. Speaker and the whole House went up, when his Excellency was pleased

to give his assent to the two following Bills:
“ An Act to continue in force, for a limited Period, an Act, entitled ‘ An Act for the further

Regulation of the Service and Execution of Process, and the Returns thereof, and rendering
the Duty of Jurors more equal; for empowering the Supreme Court of Judicature to grant
Special Juries; for granting a daily Subsistence to Crown Witnesses confined in Gaol for want
of Security, and forother purposes ; and to amend the 22d Clause of the said Act, and to
legalize the Fees of the Clerk of the Crown.”

“ An Act to organize a Police.”
 

(No. 3.)

In Privy Council, the 18th December 1837.
Present:

His Excellency the Governor, Honourable Dowell O’Reilly,
Honourable the Chief Justice, ” John Salmon,

” William Rowe, ” W. D. Turner.
” James Gayleard,

His Excellency the Governor requested the Board would advise him how to act with
regard to the Police Bill.
The Board having taken his Excellency’s communication into their consideration, and being

ofopinion that,although the House had not adopted thewhole of the amendments sent down
from the Council, they had removed much of the objectionable part of the clause, and taking
into consideration the approaching holidays, and the consequences which might possibly
tesult from disbanding the police, they advised his Excellency to pass the Bill.

Mr. Attorney-general was of opinion that the objectionable part of the Bill was not
removed, and he was against the Bill being passed ; at the same time he considered that his
Excellency would assume a great responsibility, as the. majority of the council were of
opinion that his Excellency should pass the Bill, if he did not do so; and he therefore
advised his Excellency to be governed by the opinion of the majority of the Board.

W. Y. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.
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— No. 8.—
(No. 219.) ;

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Sinith, x.c.s.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 February 1838.

I wave received your despatch dated the 20th December 1837, No. 233,
enclosing a copy of the Jamaica Police Bill, and explaining the circumstances
under which you were reluctantly induced to give your assent to that measure, in
order to avoid inconveniences of a still more serious nature.

Although the shortness of the time which intervenes between my receipt of that
despatch and the departure of the ensuing West India packet prevents my com-
municating to you by that opportunity Her Majesty’s decision on this Act, yet
I cannot delay to express my opinion, that the course which you pursued on this
occasion under the difficultics with which the question was surrounded entitles
you to the approbation of Her Majesty’s Government. While thus exonerating
you from all responsibility for having acted in opposition to the letter of my
instructions on the subject, I must guard myself against being supposed to inti-
mate any opinion as to the course which it will be proper to take in reference to
the Act itself, or an acquiescence in such provisions of that Act as are opposed to
the principle on which I had felt it my duty to insist.

I have, &c.

 

(signed) Glenelg.

—No. 9.—
(No. 234.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c...

Sir, Downing-street, 1 March 1838.

Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 219, of the 13th ultimo, I have now to
inform you that, notwithstanding the modification ultimately adopted in the
Police Act recently passed in Jamaica, that Act still appears to me open to such
serious objections as to impose on Her Majesty’s Government the obligation of
adopting some effectual means for preventing the evils which might result from
its provisions remaining in force without any alteration. It is therefore intended
in the Bill about to be proposed to Parliament for amending the Slavery Aboli-
tion Act, to provide for this object.

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

No 8.
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4.

CLASSIFICATION ACT.

— No. 10.—
(No. 76.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. 8., to LordGlenelg.

The King’s House, Jamaica,
My Lord, 13 March 1837.

Havine laid before the Legislature a copy of your Lordship’s despatch to the
Marquis of Sligo, of the 22d January 1836, relative to a classification by legal
enactment of the apprenticed population, I have much pleasure in acquainting
your Lordship that an Act has been passed which will, I think, effectually accom-
plish the object in view.

I enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a printed copy of the law in question,
The chairman of the committee appointed to bring in the Bill communicated
with me freely with respect to its details; and, at my suggestion, one or two
clauses were struck out which appeared to me to militate against the provisions
of the Imperial Abolition Act.
The sixth clause has reference to certain classifications which were made by

the special magistrates under the Marquis of Sligo’s directions; but as no law
existed to compel the parties concerned to co-operate with the magistrates, the
measure was of course but very partially effected.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith,

 

—No. 11.—
(No. 88.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3B.
Sir, Downing-street, 1 May 1837.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 13th
March, transmitting an Act passed by the Legislature of Jamaica for the classifi-
cation of the apprenticed labourers.

It has been very gratifying to me to learn by this despatch the successful result
of my recommendations, and of your efforts to introduce a classification, which
will effectually obviate the confusiori and the discontent which might otherwise
have prevailed at the expiration of 15 months from the present time.

In this result I gladly acknowledge one of the beneficial consequences which
have followed from the friendly understanding which has prevailed between
yourself and the House of Assembly.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

— No. 12.—
(No. 134.)

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,x.c.8.,
dated Downing-street, 2 September 1837.

In my despatch of the Ist May (No. 88), I noticed with approbation the Act
(No. 3242) for the classification of apprenticed labourers; referring on that occa-
sion rather to the general epitome of the law which your despatch contained than
to the details of the Act itself, I now apprehend that I may have conveyed to you
a more favourable impression of my view of the subject than it is in my power to
give, after an attentive study of the transcript which is now before me.

It has been objected that this Act does not impose on the magistrates the duty
of issuing a special citation to every apprentice, and of explaining to him his
rights, and the consequences of asserting or neglecting them. 1 do not subscribe
to this objection, because I think that it is not within the proper object of a legis-
lative Act to inculcate the performance of duties thus general and indefinite. On

the
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the other hand, you will of course have impressed on the magistrates the necessity
of these full communications with the apprentices, and will have ascertained that
your injunctions have been obeyed.

Secondly. It is objected that the special justice is authorized by this Act to
decide against the apprentice without his consent, although he cannot decide
against the employer except with his consent. I think this remark well founded.
It may indeed be answered that the apprentice bears the relation of a client
to the justice, and that confidence may be given to his decisions when against his
client, which it would be unreasonable to give when they were in his favour. This,
however, is to assume an habitual partiality towards the apprentices, the existence
of which could be supposed only by imputing to the magistrates an habitual dis-
regard of their oaths.

Thirdly. It is said that this Act requires the apprentice to sustain the burden of
proof which it is declared ought to be borne by the employer. Concurring in this
opinion as to the party who should substantiate the facts of the case, I do not
adopt the construction which is thus given to the law. I cannot perceive that the
Act requires, nor do I think that it was meant to require, that the apprentice
should prove his right to be excepted from the protracted servitude, at least until
his liability to it had been first made out by evidence adduced by the employer.

Fourthly. The power of selecting an umpire is vested in the employer, provided
he makes his choice from the list of special magistrates. Considering the number
of gentlemen comprised in that list, and their various opinions, I know not how
to answer the remark, that this is to give an unfair advantage totheemployer. He
has the choice of the ultimate judge within a circle wide enough to secure to him
great advantage from the possession of it. The chief justice of the island would
certainly appear to be the proper umpire on these questions.

Fifthly. The ratification of all antecedent agreements is objected to, because it
might give validity to some into which the apprentice had entered in ignorance of
his rights. If the law must be construed as precluding those objections by which
the validity of any contract ought to be impugned, then I should regard this
remark as conclusive. But I conceive that the Act does not require this con-

struction, but it is to be understood as referring only to contracts entered into in
good faith, and without any unfair advantage being taken of the ignorance of the
weaker party.

Sixthly. It is provided by this Act that all tradesmen who are in the occupa-
tion of lands for their support, and who have had to their own use for the culti-
vation of such lands the extra time granted to preedial apprentices under the

Abolition Act, shall be classed as preedials. Now the fourth section of the Act

of Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, provides ‘‘ that no person of the age of 12

years or upwards shall, by or by virtue of any such Act of Assembly as is therein

mentioned, be included in either of the said two classes of predial apprenticed

labourers, unless such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least before the

passing of this present Act have been habitually employed in agriculture or in the

manufacture of colonial produce.” The criterion by which Parliament has thus de-

termined who shall be predials is essentially different from that which is given in

the Act under consideration; the two are incompatible, and, in this respect, re-

pugnant to each other. The consequence appears inevitable, that the Act of

Assembly must be disallowed.
The enactment is indeed vindicated by a preamble, which states, that doubts

may arise from the mixed nature of the employment of these persons, and refers

to certain instructions issued by Lord Sligo, under which plantation tradesmen

were classed as predials. Although I do not perceive the alleged obscurity of the

Act of Parliament, yet if its meaning be really doubtful, that doubt must either

be solved by its authors, or explained by the judges. A colonial legislature has
no power to pronounce an authoritative interpretation of an Act of Parliament.

In reality, however, the Act of Assembly does not attempt to remove the alleged

ambiguity. It does not state the meaning of the Parliamentary rule, but substi-

tutes for it a new and different regulation. With the utmost deference for the
judgment of Lord Sligo, I cannot regard his Lordship’s authority as adequate to
the purpose for which it is cited. ; ;
You will impress on the Council and Assembly the indispensable necessity for

the revision of this Act in their approaching session. The necessity of a law for

ascertaining the class to which each labourer is to belong was distinctlyasserted

in the Act of Parliament, and is now as distinctly admitted by the legislature of
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the island. I should be wanting in the frankness which I owe to you and to theCouncil and Assembly, if I should forbear to avow the determination of HerMajesty’s Government not to acquiesce in any measure which does not correspondwith, and give effect to, this part of the compact entered into between Great
Britain and the colony.

 

— No. 13.—
(No. 147.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B.
Sir, Downing-street, 21 September 1837,

I nave the honour to enclose herewith an Order made by The Queen in Councilon Wednesday the 20th instant, disallowing an Act passed by yourself, with the
advice and consent of the Council and Assembly of Jamaica, intituled, ““ An Actfor the Classification of the Apprenticed Labourers ;” together with an extract ofthe Report of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, upon whichthe Order has been founded. Lhave. &

(signed) Glenelg.
 

Enclosure in No. 13.

Extract from a Report of the Lorps of the Commirrer of Counciz for Trang, datedthe 19th of September 1837, upon an Act passed by the Legislature of Jamaica in 1837,No. 3242.

Tue Lords of the Committee having taken the said Act into consideration, humbly takeleave to report as their opinion to your Majesty, that this Act should be disallowed, becausethe provisions of it, so far as respects the definition of predial-apprenticed labourers, arerepugnant to the provisions of the fourth section of the Act passed in the third and fourthyear of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery in theBritish Colonies; and because the provisions made by this Act for the classification ofpreedial and non-predial apprenticed labourers are in many respects ill adapted to thepurpose in view.

 

—No. 14.—
(No. 12.)

Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., toLord Glenelg, dated Spanish Town, 17 January 1838.
REFERRING your Lordship to that part of your despatch, No. 134, 2d Sep-tember 1837, which conveys your Lordship’s reasons for Her Majesty’s disal-lowance of the Classification Act, I feel great embarrassment what to do, eitherto get rid of that Act, or remove its objectionable operation. Your Lordshiwill perceive the Act came into céect in June last, and existed for 30 days only,and having passed the Assembly and Council, and obtained my consent, itbecame a law, and actually expired even before your despatch was written, asit only had two months existence. The law authorities here maintain it is nowirrevocable, as regards Her Majesty’s disallowance, and it would be perfectlyuseless for me to appeal to the House for a new Bill. Having long contemplatedthe extreme importance of some law to define the classes of apprenticed la-bourers, and considering the law established by the imperial Act to be sosusceptible of proof, I did not certainly contemplate danger to the interests ofany claimants in appeal to the local Act, and in fact no difficulties have occurred,or have I reason to suspect there has been any extensive denial of Justiceto those who claim to belong to the non-predial class.
To ascertain how far the present law has been acted upon, I have called forreturns from the special magistrates, showing the number of cases adjudicated,which I will transmit to your Lordship by the next packet.
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5.

DECISIONS of the Suprenr Court.

— No. 15.—
(No. 103.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Jamaica, The King’s House, 6 April 1837,
I raxe leave to call your Lordship’s attention to a very important difference

between the Royal Instructions sent out to me, and those with which my prede-
cessor was furnished.

In the proviso to the 38th clause of Lord Sligo’s Instructions are inserted
these words, ‘‘ where the rights in future may be. bound, or the title of any
person or persons to freedom may be affected ;” and the clause goes on to say,
that in all such cases an appeal may be admitted to the privy council, though
the amount appealed for be of a less value than 500J. sterling. These words are
entirely omitted in the corresponding clause of my Instructions, and I apprehend
much inconvenience in the event of the question of the right to freedom of non-
registered slaves being tried in the courts, if from this unfortunate omission I
shall find myself precluded from granting an appeal to the privy council.

It is possible that this proviso has been omitted from the consideration that it
could only affect persons in the condition of slaves, but your Lordship will
immediately perceive that it is equally applicable to apprentices, who are subject to
restrictions upon their freedom until the period of their final emancipation arrives.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 16.—
(No. 104.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 11 June 1837.
I nave received your despatch of the 6th of April, No. 103, referring to the

omission, in the 38th clause of your General Instructions, of the passage contained
in the Instructions addressed by his Majesty to the Marquis of Sligo.
You rightly conclude that this alteration was made in consequence of the

opinion whichI entertained, that after the abolition of slavery there could not arise
im Jamaica any ‘suit or action in which the title of any person or persons to
freedom could be affected.” It was for that reason that I advised the King to
exclude from your Instructions the passage by which, in former times, a right of
appeal had been given from the judgments of the inferior tribunals in cases of that
nature.

You, however, are of opinion that if the right of unregistered slaves to
the unqualified enjoyment of freedom should be brought to adjudication in
the courts of Jamaica, much inconvenience would arise from the omission of these
words, which, if retained, would, as you conceive, have authorized you to grant
an appeal to the King in Council in any such case. To obviate this diffi-
culty, I propose to transmit to you an additional Instruction, under the Royal
Sign Manual, authorizing you to admit appeals in any case in which the liability
of any person to serve as an apprenticed labourer, under the laws for the abolition
of slavery, may be brought into question. The propriety of giving this special
power was certainly not foreseen when your Instructions were prepared, and I am
indebted to you for pointing it out. I still, however, think, that if the omitted
words had been retained, they would not have reached this case, and would not
have been consonant with the new state of law prevailing in the colonies. All
doubt on this subject will now be removed by the terms of the additional
Instruction. I am, &c, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.
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JAMAICA. —No. 17.—
No.17. (No. 129.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k. c. B.
Sir, Downing-street, 15 August 1837.

With reference to my despatch, No. 104, of the 11th of June, I have now thehonour to transmit to you an additional Instruction, under the Royal Sign Manual,_—_—— authorizing you to admit appeals to The Queen in Council, from judgments of thetribunals in Jamaica, in cases in which the liability of any person to serve as anapprenticed labourer under the law for the abolition of slavery may be broughtin question.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

Enclosure in No. 17.
Victoria R.

Encl. in No. 17. ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS to Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Lionel Smith,Knight Commander of the most honourable Military Order of the Bath, Major-general ofOur Forces,Our Captain-general and Governor-in-chief in and over Our Island ofJamaicaand the Territories depending thereon, or in his absence to Our Lieutenant-governor, orthe Officer administering the Government of Our said Island and its Dependencies forthe time being. Given at Buckingham Palace, this 13th day of August 1837, in thefirst year of Our reign.

Wurreas his late Majesty King William the Fourth did by certain Letters Patent,bearing date at Westminster, the 29th day of October 1836, in the seventh year of hisMajesty’s reign, constitute and appoint you to be Captain-general and Governor-in-chiefin and over the Island of Jamaica and the Territories depending thereon; and did in andby the said Letters Patent require and command you to do and execute all things in duemanner that should belong to your said command, and the trust thereby reposed in you,according to the séveral powers and authorities granted or appointed you by the said LettersPatent, and the Instructions ander the Royal Sign Manual and Signet therewith given toyou, or according to such further powers, directions and authorities as should at any timethereafter be granted or appointed you under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet, ‘or byorder in his said late Majesty’s Privy Council, or by his said late Majesty through one of hisPrincipal Secretaries of State:
And whereas it hath been represented to Us, that it would be expedient that order shouldbe made for the admission of appeals unto Us, in Our Privy Council, from the judgments,decrees or sentences of any of Our courts of law or equity in Our said Island and Terri-tories, in cases where the hability of any person to serve as an apprenticed labourer underthe Law for the Abolition of Slavery may be brought into question: It is therefore Ourwill and pleasure, and you are hereby authorized and empowered to admit appeals unto Us,in Our Privy Council, from any of the judgments, decrees or sentences ofany of the superiorcourts of law or of equity in the said Island and Territories, in all cases in which theliabilities of any person to serve as an apprenticed labourer, under the Law for the Abolitionof Slavery, may be brought into question; subject to all such rules and regulations forbringing and prosecuting such a peals as are in force in reference to appeals from thejudgments, decrees or sentences of the said courts in other cases.

 

—No. 18.—
(No. 145.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg.No. 18. My Lord, King’s House, 25 July 1837._Tux quarterly reports of all the special magistrates terminating on the 30th ult.will, I hope, be ready for the next packet, but their collection is a work of un-certainty.
gated I deem the enclosed report from Mr. Hill, a gentleman in whose legal know-Repor 'aa7._ ledge I have considerable confidence, so important as requiring to be brought under19 UY your Lordship’s special notice, arising out of certain decisions in the June grandcourt, and affecting the Abolition Law.

I have, of course, called upon the Attorney-general for his report on all thecases referred to by Mr. Hill, but if your Lordship does not receive it in time pro-portioned to the emergency, I hope I may be held harmless.In consequence of the decision of the court upon the non-registry question,J have had applications to apprehend and restore to their former owners apprentices
who
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who have been virtually free since the Abolition Law. This I have, of course,
refused, intimating the decision here would be appealed against to the King in
Council.

Unfortunately the sum set up of individual value in the cause of Bayley v.
Ewart does not amount to that, authorizing an appeal to a court of error. I have,
therefore, intimated to the defendants in the cause, that I would send the appeal
home direct to your Lordship, or that they might do so themselves.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 18.

Mr. Hill's Report on certain Cases decided in the Supreme Court.

Special Justice Department, Spanish Town,
May it please your Excellency, 12 July 1837.

Tue decision of controverted points in the Abolition Law which took place in the last
sittings of the supreme court ofjudicature claim some notice in this quarter’s report.
The questions in dispute embraced the liability of slaves, not duly registered, to serve as

apprentices; the authority of the special magistracy to hear, inquire into and determine
grievances, whereon they might consider it necessary to do so, either on or off the plantations
within their respective districts; the obligation of the master to provide medical assistance
for the sick apprentice in his service; and the legality of regulations in prisons and houses of
correction by the general justices of the peace, which inflict greater punishment than is
contemplated in the sentence of the special magistrate.
The decisions pronounced by the supreme court, and the interpretation given to the law,

in the progress of arguing the various matters disputed, will be found in the following
memoranda.

June Grand Court, 1837.

The chiefjustice decided in Bayley v. Ewart, that non-registered slaves in 1832 are not
exempt from service as apprentices; one registration of the parties as slaves, at any time,
peng to be considered the duly registering such slaves for all the purposes of the Abolition

aw.
The court ruled in the action, Mason v. Oldrey, that a justice appointed to a district only

had jurisdiction off plantations for estates not entitled to statutory visits, on account of the
number of labourers being under 40. In all questions and things relating to plantations
having 40 labourers and upwards, his authority was to be held to be restricted to the plan-
tation itself, he being bound to hold statutory courts there every two weeks. ;
The court ruled in Mason v. Oldrey, that a special justice could not summon witnesses

before him, ona visit to a plantation, on any but alleged complaints and grievances on which
an adjudication was to take place.
The court ruled in Harris v. Lowndes, for obstructing the special justice, that the magis-

trate appointed to administer the Abolition Law has no right to consider that restraint an
obstruction which goes only to prohibit his going to the field where the people are working,
simce, on complaints preferred before him, the parties are to be summoned, and, if necessary,
forcibly compelled to give evidence by being brought up in custody. ;
The chiefjustice ruled in the criminal information against Hendricks, that the magistrates

empowered to visit gaols and houses of correction had authority to fix rules and regulations
to be observed with regard to prisoners, without even the supervision of the Governor; and
that cutting the hair off the head, under commiiment by a special justice, was not an
assault, though there was a special exemption in the warrant against any such infliction.

It was argued by the counsel in defence, in Rex v. Mason, for neglecting a sick apprentice,
and concurred in by the court, that the special justice had no authority to treat as a case of
neglect the non-provision of medical attendance for the sick on an estate. It was sufficient
that the proprietor conformed to the law which regulated plantations in a state of slavery;
the 16th clause of the Abolition Act required nothing more than that degree of care and
attention which then existed. The consolidated Slave Law did not fix medical attendance as
a legal obligation, and it does not exist as a legal obligation now, though it was the usage
of the colony in times of slavery.

On these decisions and interpretations of the law, I have ventured to make the following
remarks.
No inference favourable to claimants of non-registered slaves can be drawn from the fact,

that they were admitted to receive compensation. The British nation submitted to a sacrifice
to abolish slavery, and making generosity as well as justice a characterof the measure, the
commissioners for apportioning the money were left to the rules of equity as well as law in
distributing it; but liberality in dealing with the masterwas no reason for prodigality with
the rights of the servant. A price was paid for the abolition of slavery, that those whohad
been wronged might be admitted to the enjoyment of every right which they were entitled
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to claim by the extinction of the system. The master who had conformed in all things tothe law, who had kept his interest ‘as a slave-owner unimpaired, was permitted to claim andenforce for a term of years the service of the emancipated bondman as an apprentice; butit never was contemplated that those who had disparaged their interests, by neglecting theobligations of the law, should be admitted to the same favours with those who had compliedwith its demands ; it therefore limited the apprenticeship rights to masters only who hadduly registered their former slaves, in conformity with the laws then in force in thecolonies.
The chief justice’s decision makes no distinction between the person who fulfils the lawand the individual who neglects it; and it increases the numbers under partial bondage, whenthe object of the Act is to create an accession to the amount of perscns totally free; first,by the expedient of releasing those who were under sixyears of age in 1834; secondly, byexempting from service those who had visited or might visit the British shores, with theconsent of their masters; and, thirdly, by discharging those who should be prepared to payan equitable price for their dismissal from further service.
The effect of this decision is to call on the special justice to reclaim into the bondage ofapprenticeship persons who have resisted a demand for their service on account of not beingduly registered, after having exercised during half the term of the apprenticeship the rightsof freemen. As, however, the special justice will hesitate to enforce the obligation to serveuntil the decision of the supreme court of the colony is affirmed by an appeal to the Kingin Council, the practical evil is limited to the controversy in which the two conflictinginterests must stand involved, and the restraint which must be placed on the confidence ofthe party claiming to be free; not so the decision of the same court, in which it is declaredthat the special justice has no power to hear and determine cases within his district anwhere but on the plantation having 40 apprentices, for complaints which relate to themasters and apprentices of such plantations. This is a positive impediment to the adminis-tration of the law. To restrict the magistrate’s inquiries within these bounds is to abridge

his power of protecting the apprentice.
In practice, the estates’ court is nearly entirely restricted to accusations in which themaster is the complainant. The authority given to the magistrate to hear cases where thepeople may be working is denied. The obligation to inquire into any matters or things thatcome to the knowledge of the visiting justice in any other shape than as a substantive com-laint is repudiated. Where, then, has the negro an opportunity of making his wrongsnown, or his claims heard and respected, but before the magistrate im the general courtsheld on those days which the law has conceded to the apprentice as his own? The 53dclause of the Abolition Act assigns to the special justice “a district, that promptitude anddespatch in the administration of justice may be ensured,” giving him power “ to decide in@ summary way all questions which may be brought before him, which are within the juris-diction and authority committed to him ;” while, “ for the frequent and punctual visitationof the apprenticed labourers within this district,” he is, by the 54th clause, “ to visit theestates once every 14 days, at least, to hear and determine the matters and things declaredwithin his authority and jurisdiction by the Act.”
There are obviously two distinct provisions in these sections of the law,—a general juris-diction within a prescribed district for all matters that are made subjects of inquiry andadjudication within the law, and a particular and subsidiary duty of visiting the estates,that these objects may the more effectually be fulfilled. The duty of visiting is only in aidof the general jurisdictionwithin the district, and is not, or ought not to be, intended toextinguish the right of inquiry any where but on the plantation for matters which concernthe interests of the servant, or which relate to the duties of the master. TheAttorney~general veryjustly remarked, in reply to the dictum of the court, that the special justice’sauthority under these clauses is analogous to that of the general justice of the peace, whohas a general jurisdiction within a particular parish or precinct for all that concerns thepreservation of the peace, or the maintenance of public order; while he has a particularJurisdiction in special sessions appointed to be held at particular times and places, for themore effectual accomplishment of the purpose for which his general powers are assigned him.I shall not question whether the decision of the supreme court is right or wrong. Mobject is to point out that its practical evils are great, and its operation prejudicial to theinterests of the apprentice, who, debarred from having his grievance inquired into in his owntime, is not permitted by the nature and obligations of his service to make them known inthe time of his master.
As these interpretations of the law must greatly influence the administration of justiceunder the Abolition Act, I would remark in conclusion, that the attention of the executivegovernment cannot too early be called to their practical effects.

T have, &e.
(signed) Richard Hill,

Special Justice, andAssistant-Secretary
to the Special Justice Department.

His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. 8.
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— No. 19.— JAMAICA.
(No. 142.) —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8.
Sir, Downing-street, 15 September 1837. No. 1g.

I wave received your despatch, No. 145, of the 25th July, transmitting a report
from Mr. Hill with reference to the recent decision by the supreme court of
judicature of several controverted points in the Abolition Law of Jamaica.

I shall wait with some anxiety the report of the Attorney-general on the various
points referred to in this document, which appear to me of great importance ; and
in the meantime I have to convey to you my full approbation of the course which
you adopted with respect to the applications addressed to you, to apprehend and
to return to their former owners apprentices who have been virtually free on the
ground of their omission from the last registry ofslaves prior to the Abolition Law
coming into operation.

 

I am, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 20. —

(No. 173-)
Cory of aDESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 8 September 1837. No. 20.

A very important case respecting the right of slaves not registered in 1832 to
their discharge from apprenticeship was argued in the Middlesex grand court, Piz,
held in June last, and the opinion of the court being adverse to the claim advanced, No. gar atch,
has brought many references on me from the special justices and others. 25 July? ge
My instructions on all such references have been not to consider such persons ae

as apprentices, and to refuse adjudicating; which was also the instruction of my
predecessor, Lord Sligo.

But the question being one of some interest, I consider it my duty to put your
Lordship in possession of the judgment of the court at length, and which you will
accordingly find detailed in the enclosed newspaper (Postscript to the St. Jago
Gazette, from the 3d to 10th June), and which report is acknowledgedin the notes S;

enclosed to be a correct copy of the opinions delivered in court. >z Rowe,
M Aug,

I have, &c. * Bernarg

(signed) Lionel Smith, ~~Aug

Enclosure 1, in No. 20.

Postscript to the St. Jugo Gazette.

 

Granp Court, Tuesday, 6 June 1837.

Court-Seven Judges—their Honors the Chief, R. Barrett, T. J. Bernard, R. Allwood, Fncel. 1, in No. 20.
H, Mitchel, J. Mais and J. Wilson.

Mr. Justice Bernard delivered his judgment in the case of Bayley v. Ewart, in which he
differed from the majority of the court, as follows :—

Mr. Justice Bernard.—The plaintiff in this case seeks to recover his immediate discharge
from the remainder of the term of apprenticeship, created by the Acts for the Abolition of
Slavery, and the fact upon which he rests his clam is, that although returned by his former

owner, and included among his slaves, as required by the 57th Geo. 3, c. 15, commonly
called the Registry Act, for the years 1817, 1820, 1823, 1826 and 1829, yet, inasmuch as

he was not included in any return for 1832, he has not been duly registered in conformity
with the laws in force in this island, that he therefore did not pass into apprenticeship, under
the first clause of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, and did not incur the obligation imposed by that

Act, and that ofconsequence, under the 12th clause, he becomes absolutely free.

The points therefore to be decided are, first, does the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, manumize at

once and unconditionally persons not duly registered in conformity with the laws of the

several colonies; and secondly, if it does so, what constitutes a due registration under the

Island Act, 57 Geo. 3, ¢. 15? As there is no difference of opinion on the first point, namely,

that persons not duly registered as slaves in conformity with the Acts in force in the respec-

tive colonies become at once free and absolutely manumitted, 1 will proceed to state my

reasons for differing from the majority of the court, in thinking, as I do, that the plaintiff has

not been duly registered in conformity with the 5% Geo. 3, c. 15, and that therefore he 1s

entitled to a verdict in the case.
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The counsel for the defendant mentioned the case of the slaves at Mauritius. That caredoes not at all bear upon the present. There were two points raised with regard to theMauritius, and, in order to make them understood, it is necessary to show the differencebetween the law at Mauritius and the law here. The orders in council by which that islandis governed directed, that there should be aregistration every two years, at such times as thegovernor should by proclamation appoint. Their method o registration was by giving in alist of names, and the register of slaves having inspected them filed the registration. In1832 the owners gave in the slaves, but Mr. Mylius, the register, not being satisfied with their
accuracy, did not register them; of this fact, however, he never Requainted the owners, andit seems to have been held by their Lordships that the parties had complied with the ordi-nance and proclamation, and therefore ought not to be damnified. The other point was asto the slaves in 1834. The Abolition Bill having passed in 1833, the governor did not issuea proclamation appointing a time for registration in that year; their Lordships could nottherefore declare the people free for want of due registration, because the governor's procla-mation to appoint a time was part of the law under which the registration was to be made,and in want of it no registration could take place, so that no decision to which theirLordships came on that question can in my opinion prejudice this, or be considered inint.
Pot is necessary, in the first instance, to notice the title of the Act, which is usually termedthe Registry Act; it is “ An Act fora more particular Return of Slaves in this Island, and theEnrollment thereof ;” the first clause directs that all holders and possessors of slaves on the28th June 1817, shall on or before the 28th September 1817, render tothe vestry-clerk of theparish where such slaves are settled, worked and employed, “ a true and faithful list or returnIn writing, or true and perfect lists or returns in writing, of all andevery slave or slaves sopossessed by him, her or them ;” and the clause proceeds to state, that the name and otherparticulars by which such slave might be identified, should be set forth in such “list orreturn,” according toa form or schedule marked (A.) After proceeding to give further direc-tions and making other enactments respecting this first return of 1817, the Act then goes onto provide for a triennial return, and accordin ly, by the fourth clause, it is enacted, that allpersons in possession of slaves on the 28th June 1820, and in every third succeeding year,shall, on or before the 28th September then next ensuing, render to the clerk of thevestry“a true and perfect list or return in writing, according to the schedule (B.) annexed to theAct; and this section of this Act proceeds to point out that this last “list or return inwritingshall, in the first place, state the total of males and females contained in the last return ;’’ andit then proceeds to direct how the return shall point out the increase and decrease of theslaves in the hands of the person making such return ; and this section contains an expressdirection in these words, “And at the foot of every such return required by this clause,there shall be stated in distinct lines, the total number of slaves in possession on the28th June, in the year for which such return shall be made, also, in like manner, the totalnumber of births or deaths since the last return.” Certain clauses then follow as to theproceedings to be resorted to, first for the recovery of penalties against persons omitting tomake returns in conformity with the Act, and then the manner in which slaves not registeredshould be proceeded against ; but on these points it is quite unnecessary to comment. We arenot trying the defendant in an action for that penalty, or an information filed after the reco-very of such penalty; we are not now seeking how the slave is to be dealt with under the57 Geo. 3, c. 15,8. 17, with reference to the laws for abolishing the slave trade; but weare considering the right of this supposed apprentice to freedom, under the s & 4 Will. 4,c. 73, the law for abolishing slavery itself. aving gone through so much of the Act asapplies to this case, let us now apply the law to the facts. We find that the plaintiff wasduly returned in 1817, according to schedule (A.), and for several periods triennially, after1829, according to schedule (R.); but in 1832 he was not included in any list or return.I think the law as much requires that he should have been included in the number given in1832, as in the list of names given in 1817, and I cannot see that it was less necessary thathe should be returned according to schedule (B.) in 1832, than in 1829 or 1820; if a triennialreturn was necessary in 1820, 1823, 1826 and 1829, it was also necessary in 1832, and if itwas not necessary in 1832, then it was not necessary in 1820, and all these enactments of the57 Geo. 8, c. 15, which directed triennial returns are surplusage and powerless, and the inten-tion of the legislature to prevent illicit importations of slaves by means of ascertaining, afterthe year 1817, the number of slaves at stated periods of three years within the island, andin what manner the persons holding had acquired them would have become a nullity. ButI cannot so take it, the words “ perfect lists or returns” are used both with respect to sche-dule(A.) and schedule (B.) The counsel for the defendant felt the force of this when put bythe plaintiff's counsel, and he was about to contend that schedule (A.) was a registration, andschedule (B.) a mere return; but he could not support that argument on reference to theAct.
The law requires both kinds of returns for the purpose of enrollment in the same strong,operative language, in plain and express words it directs both the first and subsequent returns,und fixes a penalty for omission in the first return or any subsequent triennial return ; it alsorequires, that the number of slaves of which the plaintiff formed one, and which had beenrogressively brought forward from the first triennial return in 1820 up to 1829, should haveen stated “ in the first place,” in a return to be made in 1832, and his decrease, if by deathor purchase, accounted for. ‘The defendant might have ascertained ‘by a search in the secre-tary’s office if the plaintiff had been registered, and the 19th clause of 57 Geo.3, afforded

him
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him means when he purchased the plaintiff in 1833, to apply to the governor at any time
before the 31st August in that year to amend the defective return of 1832. In considering
this case, I have not allowed myseif to look at the Abolition Acts as laws in favour of liberty,
while I have viewed the Registry Act as a highly penal statute, yet I cannot come to any
other conclusion than that I have already stated. “Iam of opinion that the plaintiff being on
the 28th of June 1832 in possession of the same person who registered him as ofthe
28th of June 1829, and that person not having included him in any list or return as of the
28th of June 1832, and he in point of fact not being included in any list or return, was not
duly registered in conformity with the 57 Geo. 3, c. 15, that therefore he did not pass into
apprenticeship under the first clause of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, and consequently that, as he
was not subject to any of the obligations imposed by that Act, he became under the
12th clause to all intents and purposes free and for ever manumitted.

His Honor the Chief then delivered the judgment of the majority of the court, as
follows :—

This is an action Homine replegiando, brought for the purpose of deciding whether the
plaintiff is entitled to his unqualified freedom, or whether he is under the obligation of serving
the defendant in the capacity of a predial apprentice ; and, as there was no dispute about
the facts, the counsel very properly consented to the finding of a special verdict, which is as
follows :—‘ That the plaintiff was registered as a slave in possession on the 28th June 1817,
1820, 1823, 1826 and 1829; that the plaintiff was not registered in 1832, or at any
time subsequent to 1829; that he came by sale into the possession of defendant by
purchase in May 1833, and that there was no opportunity to make any subsequent regis-
tration.

This state of facts raises the question, whether, in the case of this plaintiff, there has been
sucha registration of him as a slave as will place him within the class of persons who, under
the first section of the Abolition Act, become apprentice labourers.

It is impossible to say that the case is without difficulty, which it was scarcely within the
power of the legislature to avoid, when it is considered that the Act was to have operation
within 19 colonies, in many, if not all of which, the laws relating to the registration of slaves
are different; and therefore it is incumbent on us to discover, if we can, what was the inten-
tion of Parliament, and see whether that intention cannot be fully and effectually worked
out, and the rights of individuals still preserved. ‘This intention is, in our opinion,clearly
evidenced by the preamble, and the enacting part of the 1st section, which was not to deprive
the owners of slaves altogether of their services, but to convert into apprentices all persons
held in slavery above the age of six years, and who had been duly registered as slaves, and
therefore all in whose case these circumstances are not found are absolutely manumitted.—
That the plaintiff before the passing of the Abolition Act was holden in slavery, and above
the ageof six years there is no doubt, and therefore the main point we have to consider is,
what will satisfy the words “ all persons who, in conformity with the laws now in force in
the said colonies respectively, shall, on or before the 1st day of August 1834, have been duly
registered as slaves in such colony.” .
On this point it was contended, on the part of the plaintiff, that, as the Registration Act

makes a triennial return of slaves necessary, if any one return is wanting there is noregis
tration; and that, therefore, although the plaintiff was beyond all dispute legally held in
slavery, but was not returned by his owner in 1832, he is absolutely free, and the efendant
cannot now claim his services as an apprentice. If this argument on the part of the plaintiff
be good, it must go to this extent, that any one omission of a return since 1817 would render
a slave free; as for instance, none in 1820, but regularly since that year, including 1832.
I do not recollect that the argument was pushed to this extent, as the learned counsel
appeared to rely on the want of a return at the last period preceding the Abolition Act; but
if the position be correct, that to convert a slave into an apprentice there must have been an
exact compliance with the provisions of the Registration Act, viz. a triennial return, then
whether the omission be of an intermediate year since 1817 or of 1832, the slaves not returned
must now be free: I cannot conceive that any one will contend that a slave registered with
all the formalities required in 1817, and returned, with the exception of one intermediate
period, regularly to 1832 inclusive, would not now be an apprentice; and, if such an
omission would not work his freedom, I cannot bring my mind to the conclusion that the
neglect to return in 1832 only would deprive the master of the apprenticeship term 3 but for
the defendant it was said, that duly registered as a slave is to be taken only as prima facie
evidence of the servile condition of the party, and that any one registration by which his
complete identity can be established is sufficient to convert him into an apprentice, leaving
him to establish that he has been illegally returned as a slave. To decide this point, it is
necessary to consider the Registration Act of this island (57 Geo. 3, c. 15), passed “ to
guard against any possible infringement of the laws for abolishing the slave trade, and also
to provide a more particular return of the slaves in this island,” and see whether the facts
in this case show sucharegistration as the 3 & 4 Will. 4, requires. The first section of the
Registration Act directs, that on or before the 28th September then next following, a return
shall be made of all slaves according to the form prescribed by schedule (A.,) which states
the name, sex, colour, age and nation, every thing which is in fact necessary toa complete
identity of each slave; and the 4th section requires a triennial return, but in which, if there
has been no increase by birth or purchase, or decrease by death or sale, the total of males
and females is only stated, so that no registration, excepting the ‘first, when there has been
no change of property, would give any evidence of identity. The 12th section imposes

a penalty
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a penalty on persons not making the return, whether the first or the triennial one, which,under the 13th section, is recoverable by action of debt, and, when recovered, the Attorney-general under the 14th section is to file an information ex officio ; and the issue to be tried1s, whether there has been an illegal importation of Africans or slaves, and the person againstwhom the penalty has heen recovered may take the defence in his own name, and plead notguilty, and thereunder prove that the slaves included in the information were not importedcontrary to the slave trade abolition laws; and, by the 16th section, if the verdict shall befound, and judgment given for the defendant, the slaves in such information shall be heldand enjoyed in the same estate as before the trial, and the original return shall be amended,or a new return made, under an order of the judges of the court in which the issue was tried.It is clear, therefore, that under this Act a slave did not become free by reason of anyomission to register, and equally clear that he might be legally held in slavery, notwith-standing non-registration. Did the 3 & 4 Will. 1, intend to place the owners of slavesin a worse situation than they were under the Registry Act of this island, or did the Eman-cipation Bill require more than such a registry as would give primdfacie evidence of servilecondition, and clear evidence of identity? e think it did not. The Ist section statesthat all persons duly registered as slaves (as slaves being important words in the construc-tion of this Act) shall become apprenticed labourers. Now, what is duly registered as slaves?We think it means that recordofthe parties’ name, age, sex, colour and nation, which in thiscase was made in 1817, and not the gross numbers by triennial returns. In confirmationof this, the 12th section of the 3&4 Will. 4, may be looked to, which declares that,subject to the obligations imposed by the Act upon apprenticed labourers, all persons who,on the Ist August 1834, shall be holden in slavery within any British colony shall, afterthe 1st August, become and be to all intents and purposes free, and discharged of and fromall manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted, which, we consider,clearly shows that all persons legally held in slavery, and of whose servile condition there isevidence in any one registration, shall become apprenticed labourers. Whilst this construc-tion of the Act preserves the right which the defendant had in the services of the plaintiftbefore the Abolition Act for the term of the apprenticeship, which, we think, may fairly beconsidered as a part of the compensation, it works no injustice to the plaintiff, as he wasa person legally held in slavery, and had been registered as a slave, with all the particularsof his name, age, sex, colour and nation. That the 1st. section only requires such a regis-tration as contains all the particulars just mentioned, which shows the servile condition ofthe plaintiff, is, in our opinion, further shown by the fact that two classes of individuals, viz.children under six years, and slaves who have been taken to England, are declared uncon-ditionally free. If the Legislature had intended that any one omission of a triennial returnshould work the freedom of a slave, where there is a full and complete registration of himon record, with all those particulars which are sufficient to establish his identity, we thinkthere would have been a distinct enactment to that effect. None such, however, is to be found.The view we have taken of this case appears to me to be, in principle, the same as that ofthe Mauritius case by the privy council, and their decision is, I t ink, conclusive of theright of the defendant to the apprenticeship of the plaintiff. The point before the privycouncil was, so far as we have been able to ascertain the facts, whether the omission of somepublicofficerto register the returns in the year 1832, made the slaves free under the 3 & 4ill. 4, on the ground that they were not duly registered in conformity with the laws inforce in that island. Now, if the slaves by the operation of that Act had an absolute nehtto unqualified freedom by any omission to make the return required by the laws of the island,then no matter by whom that omission were made, they should have been declared uncon.ditionally free, and the owners who had been damnified by the neglect of a public officerwould have had their remedy against him; and as this case is put on the ground that thereisa right in all slaves to freedom, who have not been returned at any one period, and the privycouncil having by their decision denied such right in the Mauritius case, and as I am unableto distinguish any substantial difference in principle between an omission made by a publicofficer or the owner, we think, as I before said, this decision is conclusive of the defendant’sright to the apprenticeship of the plaintiff—Many other points were pressed on the atten-tion of the court which we do not think it necessary to notice. We have given this case ourbest attention, and shall feel much satisfaction if our judgment should undergo the revisionof a court of error. We are of opinion that the facts found in this special verdict make sucha registration as the Abolition Act required to convert a slave into an apprentice, and there-fore the verdict must be entered for the defendant.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 20,Sir,
27 August 1837.I wave the honour to return you the postscript of the St. Jago Gazette of the 10th June1837, and to say, that the report it contains of the judgment of the court in the case ofBayley v. Ewart is correct.

Tan, &e.
Captain Warren.

(signed) J. Rowe, c. 3.
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Enclosure 3, in No. 20.

Sir, Bernard Lodge, 18 August 1837.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, enclosing a

newspaper of the 10th June, and conveying the wish of his Excellency the Governor, that I
should state if it contained a correct report of the judgment pronounced by me in the cause
of Bayley v. Ewart. In reply, I beg to inform you, that the report of my opinion contained
in that paper is correct.

T have, &e.
Captain Warren. (signed) T. J. Bernard.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 20.
Sir, 9 September 1837.

I nave to state for the Governor’s information, that in Bayley v. Ewart the attorney for
the plaintiff has sent the proceedings to the secretary for the colonies. I cannot coincide
with the decision of the majority of the court in that case. The words “in conformity with
the Jaws now in force, &c. &c. &c. shall on or before the 1st of August 1834 have been duly
registered” refer to the perfection of a matter existing, and not to a matter past and gone;
if the letter of the Act is strictly examined, it will be found to refer to slaves then registered
duly accoraing to the Jaws then in force ; the spirit of the Act must be the same, for it would
be absurd to suppose that the Legislature intended to give the same benefit of apprenticeship
to owners, who, by not duly registering their slaves, had incurred a forfeiture of 1001. for each,
and who had by such neglect priméfacie forfeited them to the Crown, as to those who duly
observed the law. 1 need not dilate on the arguments of the respective judges, as they fully
enter on the question themselves.

I have, &c.
(signed) D. O'Reilly.

 

— No. 21.—

(No. 179.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3-

Sir, Downing-street, 13 November 1837.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 8th of September,

enclosing a copy of the judgment of the grand court of the county of Middlesex,
in Jamaica, in the case of Bayley ». Ewart, in which the right of the plaintiff to
ke discharged from his apprenticeship, on the ground that he was not registered
as a slave im the year 1832, was discussed, and the court decided against that
claim. The judgment of the court in this instance is opposed to the opinions of
the legal advisers of the Crown in this kingdom and in Jamaica. It is further
opposed by, at least, one of the judges of the court by which the sentence was
pronounced: I must add (though fully aware of the immateriality of the statement
as affecting the question of mere legal construction), that the meaning which the
majority of the judges have attached to the Act of Parliament was certainly not
the meaning which it was the design of Parliament to express. Under such cir-
cumstances, it is incumbent on me to do all in my power to bring the question
under the cognizance of the judicial committee of the privy council.
You will, of course, have instructed the Attorney-general to consider whether

it is competent to the Court of Error, in Jamaica, to take cognizance of this case,
under the additional instruction transmitted to you in my despatch, No. 129, of
the 15th August.

If there is no technical impediment to that proceeding, it will be the Attorney-
general’s duty to adopt it, in whatever manner may be most conducive to the full
and impartial investigation and decision of the real question in debate.

If it shall appear impracticable to sue out a writ of error for the reversal of this
judgment, the Attorney-general will consider whether, in the same or in some other
case, the question cannot be revived so as to overcome any difficulties of form
which may at present obstruct the revision of it by the superior tribunals.

If it should appear to him that the technical difficulties are insuperable, he will
report to you fully what is the posture of the case, and what the nature of the
obstacles which prevent the review of the judgment by the Court of Error. at

154. Wi

JAMAICA.
a

Encl. 3, in No. 20.

Encl. 4, in No, 20.

No. 21.



JAMAICA.
—

No. 22.

38 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

will then remain to be considered whether, in respect of the importance andgeneral interest of the matter in debate, the judicial committee of the privycouncil would not, on a special application, deviate from their ordinary rules, andmake an order for the admission of the appeal, although the usual forms had notbeen, and could not be, complied with. Ihave reason to believe thatoccasionaldeviations of this kind from the ordinary practice of that tribunal have beenmade.But before such an application could be addressed to their Lordships with anyprospect of success, it is, I believe, indispensable that they should be satisfied thatrelief is not to be obtained in the regular course of preceeding. Upon topics ofthis kind, however, I necessarily write with doubt and self-distrust; it is sufficientfor me to state, in general, that I shall rely upon the Attorney-general of Jamaicafor leaving unattempted no method by which he may think it possible to surmountsuch technical difficulties as oppose the bringing before the supreme court ofappeal that important point of law upon which the judges of Jamaica are atpresent disagreed amongst themselves, and upon which the majority of them differfrom the legal advisers of the Crown, both in this kingdom and in the colony. Asthe future course which it will be incumbent in Her Majesty’s Government toadopt, with reference to this question, may depend on the practicability of prose-cuting this appeal, I have to request that you will favour me with an answer tothis despatch at your earliest convenience.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg

—No. 22.—
(No. 241.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B., to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 26 December 1837.

Rererrine to your Lordship’s letter, No. 179, dated 13th ult., I now beg toinform you that I have issued a writ for a Court of Error, to try the appeal in thecase of Bayley v. Ewart, and that I do not apprehend any difficulty whatever toits proceedings.
;The court shall be assembled as soon as possible, and no time shall be lostin laying the result of the appeal before your Lordship.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

— No. 23.—
(No. 178.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8.,to LordGlenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 14 September 1837.

Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 145, of the 25th last July, I have nowthe honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information the accompanying letterfrom Mr. Attorney-general, on some of the cases affecting apprentices decided inJune grand court, referred to in Mr. Hill’s report which accompanied thatdespatch.
I beg leave at the same time to transmit Mr. Attorney-general’s report, inanswer to the instruction conveyed in your Lordship’s despatch, No. 34, of theVidePapersrelative 13th January last, respecting certain bills of indictment sent up by three specialto the Abolition of

Slavery, 1837,
magistrates, which were rejected by the grand jury of Middlesex, and to acquaintPart a(t), pe3148- YOU Lordship that, acting under this opinion, no further measures have beenshih eae taken against any of the parties in the cases referred to.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosure
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Enclosure 1, in No. 23.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL’s Opinion referred to by Mr. Hill, in his Report on certain Decisions

of the Grand Court.
Sir, 9 September 1837.

In the case of Harris v. Lowndes, the supreme court ruled as stated by Mr. Special
Justice and Assistant Secretary Hill in his report, also as he states in Mason ». Oldrey; simi-
larly to such report did the court rule in the criminal information against Hendricks, and in
the case of Bayley v. Ewart. In the criminal information against Mason, though the counsel
argued us Mr. Hull states, I cannot say the court went that length.

Tam, &e.
G. R. Warren, Esq., Assistant Secretary. (signed) D. O'Reilly.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 23.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL’ Opinion in Reply to Despatch, No. 34, of 13 January 1837.
Sir, 9 September 1837.

In relation to different bills of indictment preferred at the October grand court, I beg to
state for the Governor’s information, that, considering the state of the country, and hoping
much from the various assurances pressed on his Excellency, of anxiety on the part of the
planting gentlemen to put an end to all past misunderstandings, and to aid in supporting the
due administration of justice, I was of opinion it would not be prudent to revive these indict-
ments in the shape of criminal information, save certain of them which went to support the
magistrate in the due exercise of his office as special justice of the peace, and in which
there was a wish on every side expressed to have the law determined. In these a report
has been made by a special justice on the decisions and doctrines laid down or supported by
the judges of the supreme court, on which I have made a separate report. I have only to
add, that I am of opinion that the cases sent for prosecution by indictment by the special
justices before the grand jury were such as they were well justified in sending, and I have
no reason to apprehend that the facts were not proved in what would have been to a legal
mind a satisfactory manner.

I have, &c.
G. R. Warren, Esq., Private Secretary. (signed) D. OReilly.
 

—No. 24.—
(No. 194.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 December 1837.
I wave received your despatch, No 178, of the 14th September, enclosing the

report for which you informed me, in your despatch, No. 145, of the 25th July
fast, you had called on the Attorney-general of Jamaica, relative to Mr. Hill’s
report on certain decisions of the supreme court of judicature on disputed points
in the Abolition Law.
From the very concise terms of the Attorney-general’s report, I can only

infer that Mr. Hill’s statement was in general correct, but it affords me no means
ofjudging whether the Attorney-general concurs in the interpretation thus placed
on the law, or to what extent it may be in the power of the executive government
to apply a remedy to the evils which could scarcely fail to ensue from a general
application of the principles laid down by the court.

In one case, indeed, that of Rex v. Mason, I collect from this report that Mr.
Hill had mistaken the argument of counsel for the ruling of the court, and I trust
that no special magistrate will hold himself exempt from the obligation of dealing
with a case of the neglect of a sick apprentice as one of cruelty, and therefore
clearly coming within his jurisdiction. If any doubt is entertained on this point,
it will be desirable to remove it by an official instruction to the special magistrates.

I abstain from adverting here to the point raised in the case of Bayley v. Ewart,
because I have fully entered into it in previous despatches ; and I have the satis-
faction of knowing that the course which you have pursued, with my entire
approbation on this subject, will effectually prevent any parties affected by the
decision of the court in this case from being subjected to the apprenticeship
pending the appeal which is to be brought against that decision. Should the law
ultimately appear to have been correctly interpreted by the court, I have no doubt
that Parliament would readily interpose to obviate the hardship which would
arise from the dismissal of the appeal.
The decisions in the cases, ‘‘ Mason v. Oldrey,” and “ Harris v. Lowndes,” seem

to me calculated so injuriously to abridge the jurisdiction ofthe specialmagistrates,
a
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that I should have wished to be informed of the degree of practical inconvenience
which had arisen, or was likely to arise, fron the rules which appear to have been
laid down in these cases. I trust that you will not have hesitated to press on the
consideration of the legislature the obvious duty of altering the law in any respect
in which experience has proved it to operate prejudicially to the right of the
apprentices to demand that protection from the special magistrates which it was
the great object of their appointment to effect. You will, I have no doubt, have
considered how far your executive authority could arm the special magistrates
with a larger power of receiving and investigating complaints. On this subject, I
have to request that you will, as early as practicable, furnish me with the fullest
information.
As the decision on the criminal information against Hendricks is clearly

connected with a subject on which the most ample inquiry has already been
instituted, I need not further advert to it here than to remind you of my former
instructions, that the special magistrates should desist from committing appren-
ticed labourers to places of confinement where abuses prevail beyond the reach of
the executive government or of the special magistrates ; nor will they feel them-
selves bound to substitute any other punishment when the nature of the offence
would not imperatively call for it. It is to be distinctly understood that the
labour of the apprentices is not to be enforced for the benefit of the employers by
punishments to the nature of which the strongest possible objections are justly
entertained, arising from defects either in the administration of prisondiscipline,
or in the regulation of places of confinement, and which it is in the power of the
local legislature effectually to remove.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 25.—
(No. 195.)

Cory of aDESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. 8.
Sir, Downing-street, 15 December 1837.

I nave received your despatch, No. 178, of the 14th of September, enclosing
two reports from the Attorney-general, dated the 9th of that month. The first
of these has reference to a letter from Mr. Hill, transmitted in your despatch,
No. 145, of the 25th of July, on which I have addressed you ina separate despatch.
The other appears to be intended for the report for which in my despatch of the
13th of January, No. 34, you were instructed to call upon theAttorney-general,
on certain bills of indictment preferred at the instance of Messrs. Harris, Palmer
and Baynes, and ignored by the grand jury of Middlesex.

I regret that this report does not appear to meet the question at issue, and I
cannot regard it as a satisfactory termination of the correspondence.

In July 1836 certain abuses were discovered in the workhouse of St. John’s
parish. At the ensuing assizes, bills of indictment were duly preferred against the
parties, supported by evidence which, upon the face of the documents transmitted
to me, seemed to me to be such as ought to have induced the grand jury to place
the accused parties upon their trial. Those bills were all ignored. I then desired
that the matter might not be allowed to rest there, but that in each of those cases
in which the Attorney-general should report to you that the evidence was such
as in his opinion “ ought to induce a conviction” a criminal information should
be exhibited, without reference to the probability of obtaining a verdict. The
Attorney-general (so far as I am able to conjecture from the language which he
employs) appears to have made no distinct report on the cases referred to him,
but to have considered them among several others of a similar nature which were
before him at the time, and to have selected from the mass some few which he
deemed it politic to prosecute. The cases in question do not appear to have been
among that number.

If I am correct in supposing that this is the course which has been adopted, I
am unable to acquiesce in the propriety of letting these cases drop. I infer from
the Attorney-general’s report, that the evidence was “such as in his opinion
ought to have induced a conviction.” I am left, therefore, to presume that they.

are
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are among those which, considering the state of the country, and hoping much
from the various assurances to which he has referred, he was of opinion it would
not be prudent to revive in the shape of criminal informations. If I had suffi-
cient grounds to satisfy me that the object to be obtained, namely, the prevention
of the recurrence of cases of this nature would be more effectually promoted by
abstaining from further proceedings than by adopting the course which I had
pointed out, I should be disposed to concur in the view taken by the Attorney-
general, but I regret to say that Iam unable to derive any such assurance from
the information which has been transmitted to me. The hope which is here
expressed rests, so far as I can judge from the various communications which
have reached me, on no substantial grounds, and I see no satisfactory rea-
son for abstaining from using all the powers which the law sanctions in the
attempt to bring to justice parties charged with such grave and serious offences.
The time which has now elapsed since the origin of these cases may render it
impracticable to carry on legal proceedings with a reasonable prospect of success ;
but I have to request, that unless you are decidedly of opinion that the ends of
justice would rather be defeated than promoted by a renewal of the prosecutions,
you will inform the Attorney-general that I see no reason for recalling or modifying
the instructions which I conveyed to him through you in my despatch of the
13th January last.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—6.—

HOURS AND SCALES OF LABOUR.

— No. 26.—
(No. 103.)

Cory of aDESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B.

Sir, Downing-street, 10 June 1837.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 13th

March last, No. 78, in which you inform me of the failure of your endeavour to
induce the Assembly of Jamaica to agree to an alteration in the law forregulating
uniformity in the hours of labour. I fully approve of the message which you sent to
the Assembly on this subject, and I much regret that they did not feel it right to
concur in the view which you had taken of it. I trust that the exertions of the
special magistrates, acting under the directions conveyed to them in your circular
letter of the 16th September 1836, together with an enlightened regard to the
common interests of themselves and their apprenticed labourers, on the part ofthe
employers, will tend in some degree to remedy the existing defect in the law, and
to lessen, if not wholly to remove, the discontent which has been found to arise
from the past want of uniformity. I attach much importance to the strict
observance of the practice adverted to in the concluding paragraph ofyour circular
letter of the 16th September.

It has been alleged that the apprentices have, in many instances, been deprived
of a portion of their own time by their ignorance of the precise commencement
and termination of the period fixed by law for their labour. I trust that this com-
plaint has no general foundation; but on this point the special magistrates cannot
exercise too great vigilance, not only to secure the apprentices against any actual
encroachment on their own time, but to remove from their minds all suspicion
of illegal or unfair treatment in this respect. The same observation is applicable
to the scale of labour to be adopted for the regulation of task-work. I am happy
to find that your attention has been directed to this subject, and I have to request
that you will transmit to me, when complete, the scale to which you refer, as in
course of preparation.

I must further express my regret that the allowance of fish should in any case
be withheld from apprentices who, during the legal hours of labour, afford their
masters no reasonable ground of complaint. I entirely concur in the view taken
of this subject by the Committee of the House of Commons last Session, on the
working of the apprenticeship system; nor can I disguise the opinion which I
entertain, that the absence of a liberal and generous treatment of the apprentices in
matters in which the law has left a discretion with their employers would have a
most prejudicial effect on the future welfare and prosperity of the colony. It is to the
habits and feelings of mutual good-will and common interest which may grow up
between the apprentices and their employers during the present intermediate state
that I should be disposed to look with confidence for the successful result of com-
plete and unrestricted emancipation. The period is rapidly approaching when
this emancipation will be effected, and I earnestly hope that the conduct of the
great body of proprietors in Jamaica will in the meantime be such as to merit
and secure the confidence and good-will of those whose continued services as free
labourers will hereafterbe essential to the interests of all classes of the community.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 27.—

(No. 149.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B., No. 27.
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, 28 July 1837.

I nave the honour to enclose you herewith Scales of Labour for the different Pring
parishes in this island, wanting two, not yet completed. a Scales of

. . . abo:
The delay has been a source of great vexation to me, and they are not yet in SS

general operation in consequence; for, after I had got them printed, there was
no means of conveyance to the distant parishes. Portland, St.

In the immediate neighbourhood of the seat of government, where the experi- Gerge’s, wanting.
ment has been put in practice, I am most happy to acquaint your Lordship it
has produced the best consequences, and given mutual satisfaction to masters and
servants.

My instructions for the regulation of this system will be found among the Circular, No. 1028,
circulars to the special magistrates. 24 June 1837. See

Despatch, No. 152,
T have, &e. of 28th July.

{signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 27.

Scaxe of Lasour for an able First-gang Labourer for a Day of Nine Hours, for the Enclosare in
Parish of IZanover. No, 27.

Digging.

Digging cane-holes 4 feet square, 6 inches deep—Upon heavy clay soil, 90 holes for men,
30 for women ; upon mould or marl or clay, 100 for men, 90 for women; upon very light
sandy soil, 110 for men, 100 for women.

Cultivating.

Dropping dung from heaps near at hand—Upon level land, 12 labourers per acre; upon
hill sides, 15 ditto per ditto.

Planting canes, plants being near at hand—12 ditto per ditto.
Dropping dung and planting, the dung being at the rate of 70 cart-loads per acre—

27 ditto per ditto. —
Ditto ditto, at the rate of 50 loads per acre—22 ditto per ditto.
Planting corn—2 ditto per ditto. . . .
First cleaning of young plants—10 ditto per ditto; ditto, if foul, 14 ditto per ditto.
Second cleaning of plants, giving half bank—10 ditto per ditto; third cleaning of ditto,

giving remaining bank, 10 ditto per ditto.
Turning trash on rattoons not requiring cleaning—& ditto per ditto.
Hoe ploughing rattoons, digging round cane roots—25 ditto per ditto. ;
Hoe ploughing rattoons, dropping manure round cane roots, and covering with mould and

trash—35 ditto per ditto.
Trashing canes, not requiring cleaning—6 ditto per ditto.
Trashing ditto, if heavy—9 ditto per ditto. ;
Trashing ditto, if heavy and much lodged—11 ditto per ditto.
Cleaning and moulding rattoons, not requiring supphtes—9 ditto per ditto.
Cleaning and moulding rattoons, requiring supplies—10 ditto to 20 per ditto.

Cutting and carrying Manure.
Mule loads of grass, one grass cutter (2d gang) to cut per day—10 loads. |
Mule loads of long tops, one tyer (2d gang) to pick and tie per day—15 ditto.
Number of turns one muleman and two mules to make per day, at half'a mile—14 turns,
Number of ditto ditto ditto ditto, quarter of a mile—17 ditto.
Number of ditto one cart containing nine mule loads of grass or long tops can make per

day, at halfa mile—9 ditto.
Ditto ditto ditto ditto, at quarter of ditto—12 ditto. .
Number ofturns one cart containing 80 baskets manure can make per day—at half'a mile,

15, with three loaders ; at quarter ditto, 20, with three ditto.
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Cutting Canes.
Three cutters to every 2 hogsheads of sugar (averaging 1,800 gallons liquor each), made

per week of 403 hours ; one tyer (2d gang) to every two cutters.

Grinding.

A common vertical mill, with 10 cattle, to grind from plants 250 gallons per hour; ditto
ditto from rattoons, 200 gallons per ditto.

Grinding and Manufacturing.
A common vertical mill, ‘with mules, to grind from plants 300 gallons per hour; ditto

ditto for rattoons, 250 gallons per ditto.
Two mill-feeders, three cane and three green-trash carriers, and three dry-trash carriers,

(2d gang) to make five hogsheads sugar (of 1,800 gallons each) per week.
One boiler-man to each copper, and one syphon-man attending syphons. If the work of

the boiling-house is stopped, these persons employed in potting sugar, or otherwise.

Carrying Canes.
Number of turns which one cart with canes can make per day to mill—At three-quarters

of a mile, 10 loads with one loader; at half a mile, 15 hands with one ditto; at quarter ofa
mile, 20 loads with two ditto; at less than quarter of a mile, 25 loads with two ditto.
Number of turns which one muleman and two mules with canes can make per day to mill

—At half a mile, 20 turns; at quarter of a mile, 25 ditto; at less, 30 ditto.

Pastures.

Number of labourers—To dig holes for planting Guinea-grass, 10 per acre ; to plant grass,
plants laid on the spot, 10 per acre.
Number of labourers—To clean Guinea or common grass, cleaned every year, 5 per acre;

to ditto ditto ditto, cleaned every second year, 7 per acre.

; Coopers.
Cooper should dress up staves from the rough and truss off—Of sugar hogsheads,

3 hogsheads in 2 days each; of rum puncheons, 3 puncheons in 2 days each.
Ditto should hoop off and put in bottom for curing-house—2 hogsheads in 1 day each.
Ditto should dress up staves from the rough, hoop off, and finish complete—Of sugar

hogsheads, 1 hogshead in 1 day each ; of rum puncheons, 2 puncheons in 3 days each.
Ditto should prepare heads from boards, and head up ready for wharf—if prepared for

him, 10 hogsheads per day; if not prepared, 8 hogsheads perday.

Carpenters.
Carpenters should cross-cut and split free-grained wood into 170 shingles or staves in

one day each. ; ; ;
Ditto should shingle a square per day, rough-jointing his own shingles.
Ditto ditto ditto of hip,shingles being previously prepared, 16 feet per day.
Ditto should fine-joint and saw to a length, 500 American or 350 country shingles each
r day.
Ditto should dig out 10 mortices of pitch-pine each per day.

Sawyers and Wheelwrights.

Sawyers should saw 50 feet hard wood or 80 feet soft wood, as cedar, &c., for a pair in one
day, the log being previously pitted and lined.

Wheelwrights should finish from wood in the rough, 1 pair of cartwheels ready for the
tyers, 2 wheelwrights in 2 weeks.

Ditto should dress from wood in the rough, 12 spokes or6 fellies each per day.

Masons.

Masons should build stone walls 5 feet high, 3} feet at base, and 18 inches at top, at the
rate of 6 masons and 2 boys to fill in, 1 chain per day, the materials being laid down for
them.

Ditto should break stones, small for roads, intervals, &c., 12 bushels each per day; larger
for lime-kiln, &c., 18 ditto per ditto.

Provisions.
Cultivation of provisions :—Woodland—to fall and log woodland—20 labourers per acre

per day ; to fall, log, heap, and burn woodland—-25 ditto per ditto.
_ Ditto :—Ruinate—to clean off heavy ruinate land—15 ditto per ditto; to clean off light

ditto—10 ditto per ditto.
Ditto :—Yams—to dig hole and bank 25 inches deep, and plant off, in stiff soil—so holes

per day each ; to ditto ditto ditto ditto, in light ditto, 64 ditto ditto ditto.
Plantains :—To dig holes 12 inches deep, and plant off—100 ditto ditto ditto.
Cocoas :—To ditto ditto 10 ditto ditto ditto—250 ditto ditto ditto.
To clean one acre of young provisions and corn, not very foul—10 labourers per day.
To ditto ditto ditto ditto, if foul—15 ditto per ditto.
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Ginger
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Cultivation of ginger :—Clearing off and preparing for hoe ploughing in pasture land—
20 labourers per acre.

Ditto ditto ditto in ruinate grounds—25 dittb per ditto.
First ploughing with hoe—In stiff soils, 30 ditto per ditto; in light soils, 25 ditto per ditto.
Second ploughing and clearing off rubbish—25 ditto per ditto.
Planting at the rate of 4,000 lbs. cured plants to the acre—25 ditto per ditto.
Cleaning—The first time, 25 ditto per ditto; the second time and moulding, 16 ditto per

ditto; third time, 10 ditto per ditto.
To dig out, carry home, and scrape—27 Ibs. net per day per labourer.
To scrape (digging and carrying done by others)—32 bs. net per day per labourer.

John V. Purrier,
Chairman of the Meeting for Hanover.

 

At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Parish of Vere, the following Scale of Labour, by
Effective Apprenticed Labourers, was agreed to as adapted to the Parish, Nine Hours.

DescrivTIon of Work.

Digging cane-holes on land, where canes have been recently cut,
‘t feet by 4 feet 3 inches wide at top, 9 inches at bottom, and 9
inches deep, on dry soil, performed in seasonable weather,

Ditto,indry weather - - - - - - 2. 2
Ditto, if not in cultivation 12 months previously - +
Ditto, in loamy, sandy, or other light soil - “- - . .«
Number of labourers required to plant a piece of canes dug as

above, plant tops 30 inches apart.
Number of labourers required to weed an acre of young plant-

canes, if permitted to get very foul.
Ditto, if not permitted to getfoul - - - - - -
Number of wain loads of manure which can be sent out by one
wain in a day, at a distance of a mile and a half, and the num-
ber of persons sufficient to load it.

Number of persons required to take and distribute manure, say
60 wain loads per acre.

Number of labourers required to bank an acre of plant-canes —-
Number of labourers required to turn trash on an acre of canes, if
no grass.

Number of labourers who can cover an acre of young plants with
trash, the latter being in the intervals round the piece.

Number of labourers who can weed and mould an acre of canes,
the first time subsequent to being cut, if very foul.

Number of labourers required to weed and turn trash on an acre
of canes, second time, if not permitted to get foul.

Number of labourers who can cut canes sufficient to make 1 hogs-
headofsugar per day, of 8 hours, supposing the canes to make
2 hogsheads per acre.

Number of loaders for 1 hogshead, 2d class of apprentices - =
Number of wains required to supply the mill with canes, per day

of 8 hours, 14 miles distant, each wain having 1 man, 1 boy,
and6 steers, for 1 hogshead sugar.

Number of labourers required to bill pastures, if permitted to get
very foul, and thickly overgrown with bush.

Ditto Guinea-grass pastures that have been billed twice per annum
Ditto windrowing and digging corn-holes on land, not being for
some time in cultivation, the holes to be 4 feet by 1 foot apart,
in stiff soil.

Ditto, in sandy or light soil —- - - - - - -
Ditto, digging corn-holes recently burnt off - - - =

Ditto, planting corn-holes with seed corn - - + e -
Number of bushels of Guinea-com which can be reaped by a la-

bourer per day.
Number of bushels of Guinea-corn which can be threshed and win-
nowed by a labourer per day.

Number of labourers required to cut copper woods - - *

154.

 

Quantity of Work to be
Performed.
 

80 holes per day.

60 - ditto.
70 - ditto.

110 ~ ditto.
8 per acre.

from 7 to 9.

from 5 to 7.
9 loads, and 3 persons to

load it.

25.

8 per acre.

2 per acre.
10 per acre.

7.
5 per acre, average of

soils.
1 per acre.
8.

9.

1 to each cord 8X4
X4 feet.

(continued)
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Descrirtion or Work.

Number of labourers which can dig and plant a chain of penguins
and ditch fence, ditch 6 feet wide and 6 feet deep, the penguins
to be on the ground.

Number of labourers required to clean the furrows after the double
mould plough, well ploughed.

A 12-horse power steam-engine is sufficient to make 20 hogsheads
sugar in 80 hours, or 2 hogsheads in a day of 8 hours, with the
following mill-gang; viz., 1 boatswain, 2 feeders, 5 cane-carriers,
1 stoker, 1 to carry fuel, 2 cart-boys for trash, 1 gutter cleaner,
1 engineer, a well-regulated cattle-mill and effective stock, sup-

posing the cane-piece to make 2 hogsheads per acre, 8 hours
per day.

One cooper to make 1 hogshead per day from red-oak staves.
Country-staves, 3 coopers to make 2 hogsheads.
One cooper to make 1 puncheon per day, with puncheon packs.
One ditto to make 1 puncheon in 2 days, rough staves.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Quantity of Work to be
Performed.

 

10.

15 per acre.

4 hogsheads per week.

 
Charles Sconce, :
William Dowell, | Committee appointed by
Crawford M‘Clymont, { Mr. Custos Murchison:

5 January 1837. William Lewis, J

Jamaica Ss.—Sz. Catherine-—At a numerous Meeting of the Planters and other Inhabit-
ants of St. Catherine, holden in the Court House on the 25th day of November 1836, to
take into consideration and fix a fair Scale of Labour, as suggested by his Excellency the
Governor in his Circular addressed to the several Custodes, on the 14th October last,
the following Rates were, after due examination of competent Persons, agreed to, as
those which may reasonably be expected to be performed by a Labourer or Labourers in

 

 

Nine Hours.

Cultivation. Description of Work to be
Performed.

Sucar:
1. Cane-holes - -| -- Digging cane-holes 4 feet square,

the soil in parish being all light loam,
not exceeding 8 inches deep. __

2. Planting canes -  -| Tops being placed on the cane-piece
3. Cleaning - - -|-- First cleaning and supplying of

lants.
4. Manuring - - - {| Dropping dung from the interval -
6. Banking - - -| Second cleaning and banking plants
6. Great corn - - | -- Planting great corn in canes, in

each row.
7. Rattoons - - ~-/| --Hoeing grass, turning trash, and

moulding cane-stools,
Second hoeing - - = =
-- To make a hogshead of sugar
on a piece yielding 13 hogshead per
acre.
-- Ditto ditto ditto 3 hogshead per
acre.
-- Number of wain loads of canes
to be carried in a day, at the average
distance of the cane-pieces in this
parish.

Ditto - + =
8. Cutting canes

Ditto - - -

9. Carrying canes

10. Mill-house - + | -- Required about the mill, if a
steam-engine on estate.

Ditto - - -| Ditto ditto ditto, if a water-mill -
Ditto - - -| Ditto ditto ditto, if a cattle-mill -

11. Boiling-house - -| -- Ditto ditto the boiling-house, if
a steam-engine,
-- Ditto ditto ditto, if a water or
cattle-mill.
Ditto ditto, the still-house - -
~- Carrying out the manure, dis-
tance not more than half mile, two
loaders to each wain.

Ditto - - -

12. Still-house - -
13, Manure - - -  

Number of Labourers,
&e.

 

1 labourer 80 holes
per day.

10 dittoper acre.
9 - itto,

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

17 -

12 -
1 -

7 - ditto.

5 - ditto.
10 ditto per day.

15 - ditto.

16 loads per day.

12 labourers per day.

ditto.
ditto,
ditto.

10 -

13 -

ll -

9 - ditto.

2 - ditto.
12 loads per day. 
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Cultivation.
 

Sucar—continued.
14. Ploughed land -
15. Cooperage -

Ditto - - -
Ditto - - -

Ditto - - -

CorreEE:

PimENTO:

Corn:
1. Preparing land

9. - - - -

B-  - - = e

4. Planting and cleaning
5. - - -

6. - - - - -

We = eel
8- - - - .
9. - - ~ - -

Woon Curtinc: -

Wooptanp:
- Cleaning heavy wood-

land.

_

2. -
B-  - ee

FENCES:
1. Making and repairing

penguin fences.

2 - - - - -  

Description of Work to be
Performed.

 

Opening cane-holes after the plough
- - To make one hogshead complete,
per day.

itto three tierces - + =
- - Ditto three puncheons per week,
if from rough staves.
Ditto five ditto ditto, if from packs

~ - Cleaning and suckering well esta-
blished coffee.
Ditto ditto old coffee-pieces - —-
~~ Picking and carrying to barbacues
from established full-bearing and
pruned coffee.
-- Hand-picking and sorting for
market well-cured fine averaged
sample coffee.

-- One breaker being allowed to
each four pickers.

Hand-picking, fanning, sorting,
and bagging for market.

~~ Clearing cashew land of two years’
growth,where the bush is thick, and
heaping in readiness to burn.
- - Clearing land when it has been
previously cultivated, and of one
year’s growth, and heaping bushes.
-~ When the land becomes cleared
from a succession of crops.
Digging holes in moist land -
Digging holes in dry land +
Planting the seed - +
First hoeing of corn when foul
Second hoeing, when light -
Singling, moulding, and suppling

~~ Cutting bundle-wood and wedg-
ing in packs,

Ditto cord-wood, 1 cord 8 feet
by 4 and 4, 1 per labourer per day.

--To clear an acre that will yield
20 cords wood, if not previously
underwooded.
To underwood heavy woodland = -
To burn off bush when properly dry

N. B.—According to the quantity
of wood yielded per acre must the
task be regulated.
Each man to be provided with an

axe and cutlass, and each woman
-with a bill, for all preparations for
woodland.
The second gang (i. e. children

from 10 to 15 years of age) ure con-
sidered to be able to perform a half.
or two-thirds the work of the able
labourers on light work, such as hoe-
ing corn and Guinea-grass, chopping
pastures, &c. &c.

~ - Making a new fence 5 feet wide,
4 feet deep, tapering to 18 inches, at
the in a free loamy soil.
Ditto where the land is stiff - -  

Number of Labourers, .
&e.

 

12 labourers per acre.
1 efficient cooper.

2 ditto.
1 - ditto.

1 - ditto.

11 labourers per acre,

16 - ditto,
Each labourer3 bushels.

Ditto 2 ditto,

Each picker 14 bushel.

Each hand 5 bags.

10 labourers per acre.

7 ditto to the acre.

5 ~- ditto.

3 toacre of5,000 holes.
4to - ditto.
1to - ditto.
9 per acre,
5 ditto.

8 ditto.

12 10dy. bundles each
labourer per.

20 cording, 12 under-
wooding, & 6 to heap;
total, 38.
12 to the acre.
3 to ditto.

6 yards per labourer
per day, not planting

nguins. .

10 feet per ditto ditto.

(continued

JAMAICA,
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Cultivation. Description of Work to be Number of Labourers,
Performed. &e.

FEncEs—continued.
3.- - = = =| -- Stripping off the penguins, and] 7 yards per labourer

facing an old bank where the bank per day,
is good.

4.- -  - = =] -~- Planting penguins, when laid in| 4 chains per day each,
readiness on the bank, where the and when stiff, 2
land is stiff. chains.

5.- = + = + | ~~ Pulling and trimming penguins [200per labourer perday.

7. Stake and rail

Cuttine StockAnors:
1. Cashaws- ro
2. Rails - - -
8. Posts
4. Logwood
5. Ebony - - -

Mortice Posts =~ -

Guinea GRass:
1. Cleaning, &e.  - -

2- - - . -
B- = - = -
4. Common pasture -

1. Cutting Guinea-grass,
Ke.

2- - = - -

3B- - = = =

Breakinc STONES -

Buastine Rocks

Bricks - - - -

Watts - - -

Scare of Lasour which one able Labourer of First Gang is c
One Day of Nine Hours, in the Parish of Sé.

 

when not scarce.
- - Digging the trench, and planting
penguins on the spot.

iV. B.—Each labourer to be pro-
vided with a shovel and hoe for
ditching.
- - Two labourers to tie 100 feet (the
posts being already in) with 14 rails.
Todig the holes - - - -
Putting and ramming in posts -

Eight feet long

+ - Making 10 of 3 holes, and 8 of 4,
to each labourer.

- - To planting an acre of Guinea-
grass (if plants are near at hand),
and 1,200 holes to the acre.
To hoe an acre of Guinea-grass —--
To chop Gown rank Guinea-grass_ -
To clean an acre of common pasture

- - When taken from the spot where
cut by the wain.
-- When taken to the gate of the
grass-piece.
~ - When floated down the River
Cobre to the barquadier.

These rates are supposing grass to
be plentiful; when scarce, the quan-
tity will be reduced according to the
state cf the weather, and at discre-
tion.

~~ To break 4 barrels, each stone to
be about an inch square.
-- Three holes of 18 inches deep
per labourer per day.
Moulding stock-bricks - - = -

- - Building dry walls 44 feet high,
all materials found on the spot, each
two builders to complete.

 

1 chain per ditto each.

30 per labourer.
30 per labourer.

60 per labourer.
50 - ditto.
20 - ditto.

9 labourers to the ton.
4 ditto toa cord.

12 labourers per acre.

same as Guinea-grass.
from 10 to 12 to acre.
4 per acre.

60 bundles, 28lbs.each.

50 bundles, ditto.

40 ditto, ditto.

1 labourer per day.

2,000 per labourer,

33 feet. 
Peter Wilkie, Custos.

apable ofperforming in
Jumes.

In Cultivation of the Sugar Cane and its Manufacture.

Digging :
Digging cane-holes, 4 feet square, 6 inches deep:
Upon heavy clay soil,— 85 holes to each labourer, lands long under
Mould, upon clay - 90
— uponmarl - 90
— mixed withstones, 90

Light soil - - - - 90
Sand or small shot - 100

- - ditto - - - +--+...
- - ditto - - - - .- + -
- - ditto - ---+---.-
- - ditto ~- - - - - - -
- - ditto -- --.-..

the cultivation ofthe cane.
ditto.
ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.
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Manure and its Carriage :
Mule loads of grass one grass cutter (not very able) can cut per day,—10 loads.
Mule loads of long cane-tops one person (not very able) can pick and tie up per day,—15 loads.
Number of turns or trips one. muleman working three mules can make per day, from grass-

piece to cattle-pen,— 12 trips at $ mile distance, 15 trips at 4 mile distance.
Number of turns or trips one man working two bullocks can make per day, fromgrass-piece

to cattle-pen,—8 trips at 4 mile distance, 10 trips at } mile distance.
Number of turns or trips one cart containing nine mule loads can make per day, from grass-

piece to cattle-pen,—9 trips.
Number of turns or trips one cart, containing 80 baskets of manure, can make per day, from

cattle-pen to cane-piece,—half mile distance 15 trips, three loaders to assist loading;
quarter mile distance 20 trips, four loaders to assist loading. °

Cultivating :
Dropping manure into cane-holes, the heaps being at a moderate distance,—upon level land,

12 labourers per acre, or 226 baskets per labourer; upon hill sides, 15 labourers per acre,
or 181 baskets per labourer.

Planting cane-holes, four tops to each hole, and covering over,—12 labourers per acre, or
226 holes per labourer.

Planting corn,—2 per acre.
Cleaning young cane-sprouts, not very grassy,—11 labourers per acre, or 247 holes per

labourer.
— if foul,—15 labourers per acre, or 181 holes per labourer.

Giving bank to young canes at the third time of cleaning,—11 labourers per acre, or 247 holes
per labourer.

Trashing plant-canes, Ist time,—10 labourers per acre, or 272 roots per labourer.
— 2d ditto,— 9 labourers per acre, or 302 - ditto.
_ 3d ditto,— 9 labourers per acre, or 302 - ditto.
— 4th ditto, 7 labourers per acre, or 388 - ditto.
— 5th ditto,— 5 labourers per acre, or 544 - ditto.

Turning trash upon rattoons (within eight weeks after cutting), five labourers per acre, or
644 roots per labourer.

Hoe-ploughing rattoons, digging round cane-roots,—same labour as digging cane-holes.
oo dropping manure round cane-roots, and covering with earth and

trash,—upon level land, 18 labourers per acre, or 151 roots per labourer; upon hill
sides, 24 labourers per acre, or 113 roots per labourer.

First cleaning and moulding,—11 labourers per acre, or 247 roots per labourer.
If supply holes are required,—same labour as cane-holes.

Trashing rattoons, Ist time,—8 per acre, or 340 roots per labourer.
— 2d ditto,—7 per acre, or 388 - ditto.
— 3d ditto,—7 per acre, or 388 - ditto.

Manufacturing:
Number of labourers to cut and tie canes:
Upon lands yielding for one ton sugar per day, 2 tons sugar per acre, 6 cutters, with 4 tyers.

— 1} - ditto - - 8ditto - - 4ditto.
— 1 - ditto - - 10ditto - - 5ditto.
— § - ditto - - 12ditto - - Sditto.

Number of loads of canes which one cart can make per day,
From cane-piece to mill,—§ mile distance, 10 loads, with 1 loader to assist loading.

— 34 - ditto - liditto - Iditto - - ditto.
_— $ - ditto - 20ditto - 2ditto - - ditto. —
— below| ~ ditto - 25ditto - 2ditto - - ditto.

Number of turns or trips which L muleman, working 2 mules, can make per day,
From cane-piece to mill, mile distance, 20 trips.

—_ 4 - ditto - 25 ditto.
_ below} - ditto - 30 ditto.

Number of labourers required about a set of works, to make
13 ton of sugar in 16 hours - 2 tons of sugar in 16 hours,

Cattle mill, at mill-house,—15 labourers - ~ - ~- - 17 labourers.
at boiling-house, 9 ditto - - - - - + 9ditto.

Number of gallons of liquor from a cattle-mill,—200 gallons per hour from rattoons; 250
gallons per hour from plants.

If the machinery be upon an improved construction from the old mills, or mules are
worked,—250 gallons per hour from rattoons; 300 gallons per hour from plants.

Number of skips of sugar, from one set of coppers, having a single tache, 12 skips in 16 hours.
— from one set ofcoppers, having two taches, 18 skips in 16 hours.

_Memorandum.— My cattle-mill at Anchovy is one of Collinge’s patent horizontal
mills, rollers 5 feet long, 2 feet diameter, and with 10 or 12 steers, 3 cane-carriers, and
4 green-trash carriers and 2 feeders, grind whenever required, 400 gatlons per hour, plants
or rattoons. ~ WLP.

1 § ton sugar in 16 hours. 2 tons sugar in 16 hours.
Water-mill, at mill-house - - 12 labourers + - - = - 16 labourers.
_ at boiling-house - = - Qditto - - - - - - 12 labourers.

Number154.

JAMAICA.
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Number of gallons of liquor from a water-mill,—400 gallons per hour from rattoons; 450
gallons per hour from plants, . ;

Number of skips of sugar, from one set of coppers, having a single tache, 12 skips in 16 hours.
—_ from one set of coppers, having two taches, 21 skips in 16 hours.

Pasturage :
Number of labourers to dig holes for planting Guinea-grass,—10 labourers per acre,
Number of labourers to plant Guinea-grass (the plants being laid down on the spot),—

12 labourers per acre.
To clean Guinea-grass, not very weedy, cleaned every year,—5 labourers per acre.
— Guinea-grass, not very foul, cleaned every second year,—7 labourers per acre,
— Common grass, not very weedy, cleaned every year,—5 labourers per acre.

Masons :
To pull down an old stone wall, clearing away its foundation, and rebuilding wall, size of

base,—high 4ft, 6in., top 1 ft. 6 in., bottom 3 ft.,—6 labourers per chain per day.
To break stones for repairing roads and intervals,—12 bushels per labourer per day.

— for lime-kiln,—24 bushels per labourer per day.

Coopers :
To dress up staves from rough and truss offsugar hogsheads, 8 hogsheads in 2 days per

labourer.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - ~ - sugartierces,2tiercesin1day perlabourer.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - - ~ rum puncheons, 3 puncheons in 2 days per

labourer.
To hoop off and put in bottom for curing-house, sugar hogsheads, 2 hogsheads in 1 day per

Jabourer.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - = + sugartierces, 3tiercesin 1 day per labourer.

To dress up staves from rough, hoop off and completely finish, sugar hogsheads, 1 hogshead
in 1 day per labourer.

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - - ditto - - -- sugar tierces, 3 tierces in2 days per labourer.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - ditto - - - - rum puncheons, 2 puncheons

in 8 days per labourer.
To prepare heads from white-pine boards, and head-up sugar for wharf,—if previously levelled

off and rammed, 10 hogsheads in 1 day per labourer.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - = ditto - - - - ~ - ifnotlevelled off and

rammed, 8 hogsheads in 1 day per labourer.

Carpenters and Sawyers :
To fall trees, cross-cut and split free-grained wood, shingles, 170 in1 day per labourer.

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - - - - staves, 170 inone day per labourer.
To rip down, after the log is pitted and lined, soft wood, as cedar, &e., 75 running feet to

2 labourers per day.
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - + - hard wood, as bullet tree, 50 running feet to

2 Jabourers per day.

Watchmen:
To trim up, lop off, and buckle in a logwood fence, 6 chain per day to 2 labourers,
To cut bamboos and notch one end for cattle chain, 70 bamboos per day per labourer.
To raise bamboo rail or hog-stye fence, posts 8 feet asunder, rails 4 4 feet high, and sunk18 inches in ground, rails and posts Feing put down on the spot, 100 feet to 2 labourers

per day.

Ginger Cultivation.

To plough up land with the hoe, 30 labourers per acre.
To form drills, 18 inches apart, for planting, 10 labourers per acre.
To plant (the plants being laid down on the spot), 5 labourers per acre,
To clean and mould, not being too foul, 12 children per acre,
To dig in, carry home and scrape, 25 Ibs. net per day per able labourer.
To scrape (the digging and carriage done by others), 30 Ibs. net per day per able labourer,

Cultivation of Provisions,
Woodland :

To fall and log woodland, 20 labourers per acre.
To fall, log, heap up, and burn off woodland, 25 labourers per acre.

Ruinate :
To clear off heavy ruinate land, 15 labourers per acre.

— light ruinate land, 10 labourers per acre.

Negro Yams:
To dig stiff soil, hole and bank 30 inches deep, 30 inches in base, and plant off—¢5 holes

per labourerper day.
— light soil, ditto dittoditto, and plant off—76 holes per labourer per day.

Seed
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Seed Yams: ; ; ;
To dig stiff soil, hole and bank 24 inches deep, 24 inches in base, and plant off—75 holes

labourerper day.
—_— light soil,ditto. ditto ditto, and plant off—85 holes per labourer per day.

Plantains : . ;
To dig holes 12 inches deep and 12 inches in base, and plant off—100 holes per labourer

per day. .

Cocoas : . .
To dig holes 10 inches deep and 10 inches in base, and plant off —272 holes per labourer

per day.

To clean: .
To clean 1 acre of young provisions or corn—10 labourers per acre.

We, the undersigned chairmen, appointed at a meeting of planters for the nine districts,
through the parish of St. James, have visited the several properties allotted to each division,
and examined the several head-constables, with the overseers, touching and concerning all
such matters and things relative to their former and present cultivation, and, after giving
our attentive consideration to the various cases of culture through the three grand districts
of sea-side, being generally dry,—ofmidland, being generally seasonable,—and mountains,
being generally wet, submit the foregoing scale for nine hours, as being adapted for allparties

urposes.
and p HH. W. Plummer, Chairman of district No. 1.—See my exception to

No. of gallons of liquor per hour (p. 55). H. W. P.
G. M. Lawson, sen., Chairman of district No. 2.
W. S. Grignon, Chairman of district No. 3.
George Cragg, Chairman of district No. 4.
John Cleghorn, Chairman of district No. 5.
Geo. Gordon, Chairman of district No. 6.
Wm. Heath, Chairman of district No. 7.
Charles O'Connor, Chairman of district No. 8.
Henry Hunter, Chairman of district No. 9.

 

November 1836.

Proposed Scate of Lasour for theProdial Apprentices, in the Parish of Trelawney, Nine
ours.

Cane-holes, 4 feet square, 8 to 10 inches deep:
On stiff-clayed land, 80 to 70.
On light land, 100 to 90.
Where the land is very light, 120.

To cart manure, one spare cart with a yoke of cattle to remain in the pen loading :
On level land, under favourable circumstances, a distance of a quarter of a mile, from 25

to 30 loads.
Under other circumstances, 20 loads.
One first-class apprentice to load 8 or 10 cartsdaily.
To carry manure from the heap to the cane-holes, 14 per acre, or 200 holes each,
The tops to be taken from the intervals as dropped from the cart, 10 to 14 first-classlabourers to plant an acre of land, or 270 to 200 holes each.

To clean out ploughed land for cane-holes:
In light land, 6 to 8 per acre, or 450 to 350 holes each.
In stiff land, 8 to 10 per ditto, or 350 to 280 holes each.

First cleaning of plants, 12 to 14 per acre; second class, 230 to 200 cane-roots each.
Second cleaning, when part of the hank is given, and supplied where required, 12 to 16

per acre first class, or 230 to 170 cane-roots each. ,
Third cleaning, when all the bank is given, the same.

To trash canes:
First trashing (plant canes), 6 to 8 per acre first class, or 450 to 350 roots each.
Second trashing, 6 per ditto ditto, 450 ditto.
Third trashing (if the canes are lodged partially, 8 to 10 per ditto ditto, 350 to 270 ditto.
To trash rattoons, 6 to 8 per ditto ditto, 450 to 350 ditto.
To turn trash, 4 per acre, 680 ditto.
To clean rattoons when moulded carefully, 8 to 12 per acre, 350 to 230 ditto.
To clean rattoons when moulded earefully, supplied, and about 10 loads of manure appliedwhere required, per acre, 16 to 20, or 180 to 140 roots each.
To clean and supply rattoons on sea-side estates, 6 to 8 per acre, 450 to 350 ditto.Other cleanings, sea-side estates, 4 to 6 per acre, or 680 to 450 ditto.
Planting estates, 6 to 8 per acre, 450 to 350 ditto.

To tie up canes and hoe-plough, 22 first class per acre, or 125 holes each,
To carry manure to the holes, 14 second claas per ditto, or 200 ditto.
To cover the manure afler being hoe-ploughed, 8 per ditto, or 350 ditto.

JAMAICA,
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To clean Guinea-grass on sea-side estates, when well established, 3 to 5 first class per acre.
Ditto in the interior, 5 to 8 ditto per ditto.
When partial supplying is required, 10 to 12 ditto per ditto.
Common pasture, when annually cleaned, 2 to 3 ditto per ditto.
If not cleaned for 2 years, 6 to 8 ditto per ditto.

To dig Guinea-grass holes and plant them, the land being previously cleaned, 16 to 22 per
acre,

To clean and supply it, first time, 8 to 10 per ditto.
One grass-cutter to cut 9 mule-loads, or 1 cart-load of grass per day.
One muleman with 3 mules to load and convey 7 or 8 turns per day for a distance not ex-

ceeding 1 mile.
The same number of turns for a cart.
To build stone walls, the stones brought to the spot: .

Base 34 feet, height 43 feet, top 16 inches.
Four first class, and 2 second class per chain.
The same will apply to pulling down old walls and rebuilding them.

One first-class labourer to break 9 bushels of stones per day for a lime-kiln,
To cut canes for 10 hogsheads of sugar per week of 40} working hours

Cane-cutters (canes making 1 4 hogshead per acre), 12 to 14 first class.
tyers, 5 to 6 second class.

Ditto (canes making under that quantity), 16 first class.
tyers, 6 to 7 second class.

To convey canes, if the road is level and not exceeding a quarter of a mile, 14 to 16 loadg
each cart per day of 9 hours.

If hilly and exceeding that distance, 10 to 12 loads each cart, 2 loaders, first class to assist.
Two second class, elderly people, to draw and tie long tops, 3 large top-cart loads per day.
Each top cart to convey 16 loads per day.
One muleman with 2 mules to convey canes to the intervals to supply one cane-cart.
A common vertical mill, with 10 horned stock, to grind 220 gallons liquor per hour.
With mules, 250 ditto per ditto.
A horizontal mill should grind more.
Feeders, 2 first class to turn trash - 1first class.
To carry canes - - - - 3 first class.
To carry green trash, 2 to 4, according to the distance of the trash-houses.
Boatswain = - - - - - 1 first class.
Mill-boys - - - - - 6
To catch stock - - - - 1
To clean the mill-bed, a child.

Boiling house:
Boilers (4 coppers)- ~ - - 4
Syphon-man - - - -  - i| This establishment is calculated to keep paceater-carriers - - - - 1)with the mill.
Stokers forcoppers- - - - 1
Dry-trash carriers - - - 3 or 4) according to ages and the distance ofthe houses.To pot sugar,—1 first class to pot 2 hogsheads in 9 hours.

Three able people in the distillery will be sufficient to keep up with the boiling-house depart-
ment.

Coopers,—first class to raise 8 hogsheads in 2 days.
To hoop off and bottom2 ditto per day.
To raise 3 puncheons in 2 days. ;
To finish 1 ditto per day ; if assisted in making the heads, to finish 3 puncheons in 2 days.One elderly cooper to head up 9 hogsheads of sugar daily.

Ginger Cultivation.
To plough up land with the hoe, 30 able labourers.
To form drills 18 inches apart, 10 ditto.
To plant, the plants being laid down, 5 second class.
To clean and mould (not being foul), 12 second class.
Dig and carry home and scrape, 251bs. net.
To scrape (the digging carriage done by others), 30 Ibs. net.
The parish of Trelawny comprises great variety of soil, and various modes of cultivationare adopted,

(signed) J. LZ. Walcott.
George Marrett.
W. Carey.
Bernard Schurschmidt.
W. Derter.
James Murray.
T. H. Milner.
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Scace of Lasour to be Performed by an Able-bodied Labourer, in a day of Nine Hours,
in the Parish of Clarendor.

Nature of the Work to be done.

To dig cane-holes 44 feet by 4 feet 8 in.
deep.

To cross-dig trench-holes - 5
To open cane-holes after the plough, when

the land has been well ploughed.
To plant canes with basket manure heaped
up at convenient distances, allowing 50
loads of manure to the acre, and to drop
the manure into the cane-holes.

To plant canes without manure -
To weed young plant canes 6 weeks after

being planted.
To weed and give the bank to young canes

when fit to receive the same.
To trash plant-canes - 5 ee

To trash plant-canes when the
rank, and
bedded.

To trim, trash, and mould rattoons when
foul.

To cut grass to supply the cattle-pens -

are very
are much lodged, and have to be

To remove cattle-pens, post-holes being
dug.

To line cane-holes for 45 on the hoe -
To fall heavy copper wood for Guinea-corn,

to heap up and burn off the same.
To clean up land annually cultivated in

Guinea-corn.
To winrow the same -
Todigcormn-holes - - =
To dig corn-holes in stiff land = -
To plant Guinea-corn -
To clean Guinea-corn, easy land
To clean Guinea-corn,stiff land -
To single, supply, and mould Guinea-corn -
To cut in the guinea-corn crop - - =
To thresh the Guinea-corn - ss
To plough an acre of easy land - - = -
To bill and clean pastures - 5

To trim logwood fences ~ - -— -

Tocutcanes -~ - - - = =

To carry canes to the mill

To pick long tops for the cattle pens - = -

154.
 

Number of Labourers to Perform the same.

 

In very stiff land, 60 holes.
Tn stiff land, 70 ditto.
In light land, 80 ditto.
In light sandy soil, 90 ditto.
In very light sandy soil, 100 ditto.
12 labourers to the acre.
15 labourers to the acre.

30 labourers to the acre.

12 labourers to the acre.
12 labourers to the acre.

--15 labourers to the acre in light soils,
‘and 20 labourers to the acre in heavy soils.
--8 labourers to the acre in the low lands,
and 10 labourers to the acre in the mountains.
- - 12 labourers to the acre in the low lands,
and 16 labourers to the acre in the moun-
tains.
-~- 14 labourers to the acre in the mountains,
and 8 labourers to the acre in the low lands.
- - each labourer to cut 3 top-cart loads, or
8 mule loads of 200 Ibs. each.
5 watchmen in 1 day.

1 man and 2 boys for each acre of land.
24 labourers to the acre.

6 labourers to the acre.

5 labourers to the acre.
3 labourers to the acre.
4 labourers to the acre.
2 labourers to the acre.
4 labourers to the acre.
6 labourers to the acre.
9 labourers to the acre.
4 labourers for each wain load of Guinea corn.
3 able labourers to thresh a sugar hogshead.
1 ploughman, 3 boys, and 24 good cattle.
3 labourers per acre if light,
6 ditto if foul, and
9 ditto if very foul.
140 yards for each pair of trimmers.
90 yards if very foul.
--6 labourers to cut as many canes from
a field of plants capable of yielding 2 hogs-
heads per acre, as will make 1 hogshead of
sugar, with 3 tyers.

Y labourers and 3 tyers from a field of
first-class rattoons.

12 labourers and 4 tyers from a field of
inferior rattoons.
-- Each wain with 6 steers, 1 man and 1
boy to drive, with 3 labourers to load, must
carry 16 loads of canes to the mill, provided
the distance be not more than halfa mile; if
more it must only carry 12 loads; 1 mule-
man to every 3 mules, must load and carry
18 mule-loads per day.
- - 2 second-class labourers to collect 3 wain
loads per day in the mountains, and 6 wain
loads per day in the low lands.

(continued)
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Nature of the Work to be done.
 

To grind the canes with a 10-horse power
steam-engine, horizontal rollers, or a water-
mill, with vertical rollers.

To carry green trash - - += «

To boil the sugar with 1 set of coppers -

To building stone walls, stones being on
the ground.

To throw up the banks of a ditch and penguin
fence; the ditch being 6 feet broad at the
top, 2 feet at the bottom, and 4 feet deep.

To cut 1 wain load of stockadoes
To cut 1 wain load of rails ~  -  -
To cut and chip logwood per ton -

To mind stock - - - - -

To make a lime-kiln to produce 40 sugar
hogsheads of lime.

To make 1,000 bricks - 2s -« -
To make baskets, the material being found -

To dig yam and cocoa-holes ==

Tomake pegs - - - - = -
To line land for coffee, 6 feet square - —-
To plant an acre of coffee, 6 feet square,

plants being found them.
To weed an acre of coffee - +
To potthe sugar - - - -

In the still-house - - - . -

To cart out manure

To cut copper wood - 5s
To fall heavy woodland, to lop, to heap up,
and to burn off the same.

To split staves, to say to fall, cross-cut, or
junk, and then to split the same.

To hew staves - 2 = =
Tosplitshingls - - - «
To hew shingles | “thesline.

o fall, junk, and split heading - -
To sawboards m - 8 -
To cut mortice posts, with 4 eyes in each

post.
To cut mortice posts, with 3 eyes ineach -
To make a sugar hogshead from red-oak

staves.
To make 1 rum puncheon from puncheon

packs.
To prune 6-year old coffee - +

oO prune 7-year old coffee - = =
To prune old neglected coffee - - .«
To pick coffee from the trees in fullbearing,
and to carry the same to the works, pro-
vided the distance does not exceed 1 mile.

To picking coffee from the trees in a field
where the coffee bears moderately.

To hand-pick coffee in the store - *

da

 

Number of Labourers to Perform the same.

4 cane-carriers.
1 feeder.
1 gutter girl.
1Poatswein.
1 man at the engine-boiler to grind 2,400

gallons of liquor from rattoons, and 3,200
gallons from plants.
3 labourers for steam-engine or water-mill.

2 labourers for cattle-mill.
3 boilers.

1 stokehole-man.
1 pan-man.
2 dry-trash carriers should boil 8 skips

per day, 60 gallons each skip.
8builders to each chain of 66 feet,

10 feet for each able labourer.

1 able labourer.
1 able labourer.
~~ 5 labourers per day if the wood be good,
7 if the wood be twisted.
~-1 man and 1 boy for every 100 head of
stock.
500 able labourers,

18 able labourers.
2 baskets for manure.

1 basket for trash for each watchman per
y.

~ - Each able labourer to dig 70 negro yam-
hills, 80 white yam-hills, or 200 cocoa-holes
in 1 day.
600 pegs for each labourer.
2 men and 3 boys to the acre.
6 able labourers to the acre.

10 able labourers.
, - 1 labour to pot 2 hogsheads of sugar per
ay.

- a labourers to make 6 puncheons of rum
per week.
~~ 1 wainman, 1 boy, and 8 loaders, with a
spare wain, must c out 13 wain loads
per day, provided the distance be not more
than halfa mile.
Each labourer to cut 2 wain loads.
6 able labourers for each acre.

100 staves for each cooper.

150 staves for each cooper.
200 shingles for each cooper.
200 shingles for each cooper.
100 pieces for each cooper.
50 feet per day for each pair of sawyers.
60 posts for each labourer.

8 posts for each labourer.
1 cooper.

1 cooper.

150 trees for each labourer.
100 trees for each labourer.
60 trees for each labourer.
1 barrel for each able labourer.

3 able labourers to 2 barrels.

100lbs. for each able labourer.

Alexandre Bravo, Custos of Clarendon.
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A Sxetcu or Scatz of Lasour applicable to the Sugar Estates, Coffee Plantations,
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31,

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Pens, and Pimento Walks, in the Parish of St. Ann, as laid down by a Committee
appointed for that purpose By his Honor the Custos; the Committee having met this
20th day of January 1837, at St. Ann’s Bay, composed of the Chairmen of the various
Committees, who, having examined several Witnesses, and taken the matter into their
serious consideration, are of opinion the following Scale of Labour is adapted for the
abovementioned Parish of St. Ann, on the Nine Hours’ System.

. To underwood an acre of woodland for felling, and felling the same for canes, 17 hands
to the acre.

. To lop and log an acre after felling, 32 hands.

. To relog and eap an acre of land after a running fire for cane-holes, 12 hands.
. To hole an acre of new land, cutting roots where required, lined 4 feet square, 45 hands

or 60 holes each.
. To plant an acre of new land, with 3 tops in each hole, of 4 feet, tops dropped previously

by mules in heaps, 14 to the acre or 200 holes in each.
. To hoe off and stock up an acre of old cane-land for cane-holes, 10 hands.
. Number of cane-holes each able labourer is capable of digging per day of the following

description of land, the holes being 4 feet square and 9 inches deep: In light hill-
side land, 100 holes; in light sandy loam, 120 ditto; in flat land, not of a stiff clay,
90 ditto; in flat black mould of a stiff clayey nature, 80 holes for men and 70 for
women,

. To line and peg an acre of land in 4 feet square holes, 4 hands.

. To plant an acre of old Jand when dunged with flying pens, or otherwise, 4 feet holes,
3 tops in each hole, and tops previously laid on the piece by carts or mules, digging
up bottom of hole, and covering topswith partition ; 11 hands or 250 holes each.

. To thoroughly hoe-plough an acre of rattoon canes, 15 hands or 181 roots each,

. To clean an acre of plants the first time, not over foul, 10 hands or 272 roots each.
- To clean an acre of plants the second time, partially banking, 10 hands or 272 roots

each.
. To clean an acre of plants the third time, giving all the bank, 14 hands or 195 roots.
. To give an acre of good plants the first thrashing, 8 hands or 890 roots each.
. Ditto ditto second trashing, 7 hands or 390 roots each.
. Ditto ditto third and bedding up, 10 hands or 227 roots each.
. To trash an acre of first rattoons first time, 7 hands or 390 roots each.
. To give second trashing, 7 hands or $40 roots each.
. To give third trashing, 7 hands or 340 roots each.
. To trash an acre of second or third rattoons, 6 hands or 450 roots each.
. To turn trash per acre, when not very foul, and supply, 7 hands or 450 roots each.
. Number of hands required to drop a large basket of dung in each hole of an acre, con-

taining 2,722 holes, dung previously laid on the piece in heaps to serve an acre; 13
hands or 220 baskets of 50 lbs. each.

. Number of hands required at the works to make 1 hogshead of sugar every 9 hours,
with a cattle-mill, including potting, 28 hands; for a water-mill, 20 hands; for a
steam-engine, 22 hands. . .

Number of carts required to supply the mill at 1 mile distance, say 12 loads on the
average to the hogshead, at 2,000 gallons, and with one leader in the field, 3 carts 6
cattle each, and two drivers to each cart. . . .

Number of mules required to supply the carts as above, ifnot allowed to run in the piece,
6 mules and 3 men.

Number of hands required to cut canes on an average of plants and rattoons for a hogs-
head every 9 hours, when not much lodged or rat eaten, 11 hands.

every 9 hours, 5 able hands, or 7 of the second pang on an average.
Number of hands required to draw long tops, and tie the same, J to a cart, or 8 good

mule loads,
Number of hands required in distill-house to makean average of 4 puncheons of rum

weekly, 44 days to the week, 3, if wood supplied in junks.
Number of hands required in the woods to fell and split hogshead staves, 10 hands to

the M of 1,200.
Number of hogshead staves to be rough chopped in the woods per day, an expert chopper

160, indifferent ditto 120. . .
Number of hogsheads to be raisedper day per man, 1 4 country staves,2 American ditto.
Number of hogsheads to be hooped and bottomed complete for sugar from the all-ready

raised casks per day per man, 1 } country staves, 2 of American.
Rum puncheons to be raised per week at 44 days per man, 3 out of the rough staves,

packs 1} per day, or 5 weekly. . . a
Number of hands required to clear off an acre of ruinate land, and heap it for Guinea-

grass, 12 if not very heavy, 15 if heavy. ; . .
Number of hands required to clear off an acre of ruinate land for a running fire, 10 if not

very heavy, 12 if heavy. . .
Numberofhandsrequired to hole an acre of land for grass at 18 inches distance, and

i dropped, 10if not rocky, 14 if very rocky.154* plant the same, grass previously dropped, y ry 2k. umber

Number of hands required to tie canes on an average of plants and rattoons per hogshead

JAMAICA.
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38. Number of feet 1 pair of sawyers can saw ina day, the timber being pitted, 45 feet of
hard wood and 60 feet of cedar.

39. Number of apprentices required to build 1 chain of stone wall per day, the wall being 4
feet 6 inches on the base, 38 inches on the top, and5 feet high, the stones being carted
to the place, 6. ,

40. Number required to rebuild a chain of stone wall per day of the above dimensions, 6.
41. What number of mortice-posts of 3 holes in each should a labourer get daily, 10.
42. What number of hands is required to makea safe half-acre flying pen, with mortice-posts

and rails, in a day, posts and rails being ready, and 13 posts on each side, and 4
rails to each; 5 at an average.

43. What number of mule loads of grass should be cut daily per cutter, 8 mule loads.
44. What number of trips of grass should a man make with 2 mules daily at half-mile dis-

tance, 8.
45. What number of carts should be loaded daily by each able loader of crop-dung, carts

measuring 3 feet 8 inches by 7 feet 4 inches, and 1 foot 8 inches deep, 4.
46. Number of cart loads of canes or manure to be carried daily by one cart, the distance

being haifa mile, 12 loads per day. .
47. What number of hands should put 50 loads of dung per day into a square heap of 15

feet, dung dropped as usual by the carts, 12 hands.
48. What quantity of stones should an able hand break per day for a road, stones laid to

han » the same will appertain to a lime-kiln, 34 common herring barrels without
ottom.

49. What number of yam-holes, 14 inches deep and 2 feet broad, and heaped, is required of
an able labourer daily, 80.

50. What quantity of land just planted in canes should a labourer plant daily with corn, at
4 feet, with a bill for the dibble, 1} acre. ‘

51. What number of corn-holes should a labourer dig daily in old cane land, 2,000.
52. To underwood and fell woodland for coffee, 17 hands to the acre.
53. Lopping and logging the same, 16 hands to the acre.
54. Burning off land and pegging the same for coffee, 7 hands to the acre.
55. Collecting plants and planting same, 12 hands to the acre.
56. Weeding coffee per acre, 10 hands when heavy, 8 when light.
57. Picking coffee in the field, to be laid on barbacues at 1 mile distance, maximum to be

laid at 1 barrel each, minimum ditto at 4 barrel each.
58. Pruning coffee, 16 hands to the acre.
69. Hand or table-picking coffee, what quantity should a labourer pick daily; of unpulped

90 lbs., of pulped 125 Ibs.
60. Splitting shingles, 8 hands and a cook to the merchantable, 1,000.
61. At what rate should apprentices travel with a load of 40 shingles, or 12 staves, per hour;

3 miles coming and going. .
62. Paying due attention to the stock, at what rate should they travel to and from the wharf,

including detention to unload and load there, 2 miles per hour.
_ 63. Pimento :—1 breaker to 4 pickers, first gang, should give daily 2 barrels; 1 ditto to 6

ditto, second gang, ditto.
64, Cutting wood for each apprentice, 1 to each cord daily.

(signed) Chas. Smith.
Benj. Scott Moncrieffe.
AZ. Smallwood.
Wm. Fairweather.
Raymond Shelly.

 

In compliance with the request of his Honor the Custos, the proprietors and managers of
estates in the district of Manchioneal, in the parish of St. Thomas-in-the- East, met at Man-
chioneal Harbour, on Tuesday the 8th day of November 1836, to take into their considera-
tion the recommendation of -his Excellency the Governor as to the fixing of a general scals
of labour, when a committee of inquiry was appointed. The committee visited several estates,
and examined the constables belonging to them, and made their report at another meeting,
held on the 12th day of November, when the scale of labour set down, hereunto annexed,
was fixed on and agreed to as adapted to the district of Manchioneal.

The scale is confined to the cultivation of sugar estates, as there are no coffee plantations
‘in the district, and only one or two settlements where arrow-root is made.

(signed) John Cargill, Senior Magistrate.

Ar a meeting of magistrates, proprietors, attornies, and managers ofthe district of Man-
chioneal, called by John Cargill, esq., senior magistrate, by desire of his Honor the Custos,
on Tuesday the 8th day of November 1836, for the purpose of framing a scale of labour to
be performed by apprenticed labourers in the said district, we, the undersigned, being named
a committee for the said purpose, have come to the following, which we beg to submit:

That, in the inland part of this district, the soil is chiefly black mould on clay or chalk-
stone, and the Bourbon cane principally cultivated. In the lower or sea-side the soil in some

parts
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parts consists of loamy, in others clay or grit, and the Violet and Mont Blanc cultivated;
the scale is therefore framed accordingly.
1.

<
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22.

23,

24,

26.

26.

27,

28.

29.

30,

31.

82.

33.

34.

35.

37.

In digging cane-holes, land lined 4 feet square, 3 feet opened within the bank, not more
than 8 inches deep, the row all along dug out, leaving no bar,—in light and gritty sand
100 holes, women 90; in stiff land men to dig 80, women 70.

. In planting with manure, the dung heaps not more than 40 yards apart,—24 to the acre,
at the rate of not more than 60 wain loads of manure to the acre, the land being in fair
order.

. In planting without manure,—12 to the acre, plants on the spot.

. In cleaning and banking plants,—20 to the acre.

. In relieving sprouts, or, as commonly called, turning trash,—5 to the acre.

. In cleaning and moulding rattoons,—16 to the acre; 20 to the acre if the land is stiff.
In booting or first trashing plants,—15 to the acre.
In all other trashings,—10 to the acre if not heavy and lodged.

. In cutting canes to make 1 hogshead of sugar of 18 cwt.,—15 if very heavy and lodged.
If good standing Bourbon plants, and good yielding, 6 cutters and tyers, at the rate of
2 to 5 cutters; if indifferent and yielding well, 8 cutters; if Violet or Mont Blanc.
plants of very good quality and yielding, 9 cutters; if of moderate quality andyield-
ing, 12 cutters. Tyers the same as for Bourbon canes.

. In cutting rattoons for 1 hogshead,—if Bourbon, 8 cutters; if Violet or Mont Blanc, 12
cutters: tyers as before.

. In hoeing off or cleaning for holing,—20 to the acre.

. Inbilling pastures,—if foul, 6 to the acre; if moderate, 4 to the acre.

. In stocking up cane-stools, if canes newly cut,—8 to the acre.

. In digging yam-hills and planting,—8o per day, as usually dug in provision grounds.

. In digging cocoa-holes and planting,—200 per day.

. In digging plantain-holes and planting,—150 per day._

. In planting Indian corn through cane-holes or provision grounds,—2 to the acre.

. In digging Guinea-corn holes and planting,—4 to 6 to the acre, according to the land.

. In digging Guinea-grass holes and planting, the grass ready on the spot,—12 to the acre.

. Number of wain loads of manure that can be carried out by two wains, one loading and
the other carrying, with two drivers and three fillers, at a distance not more than half
a mile,—24 loads per day.

. Number of wains or mules to carry canes to make 1 hogshead sugar on moderate level
roads per day, not at a greater distance than three quarters of a mile,—12 mules or 2
wains of Bourbon canes, 15 mules or wains, at the rate of 23 of Violet or Mont Blanc.

One able hand to cut 9 mule loads copper wood per day.

Second Gang.

If first cleaning young plants and supplying,—if not foul, and requiring few supplies, 20
to the acre.

In cleaning and half banking plants,—20 to the acre on stiff soil, 15 on light.
In full banking and cleaning,—25 on stiff soil, 20 on light.
In cleaning and moulding rattoons,—20 on light soil, 25 on stiff.
In relieving sprouts, or, as commonly called, turning trash,—7 to the acre.
In planting Indian corn,—the same as the great gang.
In cleaning pastures,—5 to the acre if not heavy.
In hoeing off for holing,—25 to the acre if moderate.

Third Gang.

In light work, such as commonly employed at weeding young plants, planting corn,
&c. &c.,—the same as the second gang. .

Grass-cutters weeding as they cut,—if good grass, 7 mule loads; if indifferent, 5 mule
loads per day.

Grass-cutters drawing long tops,—12 mule loadsper day.
An efficient cooper to make at the rate of 1 sugar hogshead per day, or 3 rum puncheons
per week.

Number of apprentices required about the works to make a day’s work of 2 hogshead
sugar (water-mill),—1 boatswain, 2 feeders, 3 cane carriers, 3green trash carriers, 1
filling baskets, 1 cleaning mill-bed, 3dry-trash carriers, 1 stokerman, 6 boilermen,
1 sugar potter; total, 21.

. Ditto ditto to make 6 hogsheads per week,—17 apprentices; 4 in addition where there
is a cattle-mill, .

In the distilling, where 2 hogsheads sugar are made per day, 8 men are required ; where
6 are made per week, 2 men sufficient. _.

(signed) James M‘ William.
James Helps.
George Ward.
Francis Martin.

This scale of work has been a proved of by the undermentioned constables before the
committee, and in the presence of several other constables.

Richard Hughes, Apprentice to Reach.
James Brown, ditto,Betty's Hope.
Abraham Walker, ditto, Spring Valley.
Michael Cosens, ditto, Muirtown.

JAMAICA.

 



JAMAICA.
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‘REPORT for the District of Plantain-Garden River, and along-shore to the East of
Port Morant, as to the Quantity of Labour capable of being performed byApprentices
under a System of Task-work.

1. To dig cane-holes 4 4 feet by 4, 8 inches deep,—75 each able man or woman, but when
the ground is very hard, 65.

2. To clean out the holes, drop 45 loads dung, and plant the canes, dung-heaps 35 yards
apart,—22 to the acre,

3. To plant canes without manure,—10 the acre.
4. Giving the bank to young plants, the first and second time by young people,—9 to the

acre.
5, Giving bank to plant-canes the third time, and taking off any loose trash,—9 to the acre,
6. Trashing plant-canes at 7 months old, —8 to the acre.
7. In stocking up cane-roots, and preparing the land to dig into cane-holes,—8 to an acre.
8, Turning trash, and cleaning rattoons a month old,—8 to the acre.
9. Turning trash, and moulding rattoons,—11 to the acre.

10. How many ought to turn trash, weed, and mould, first rattoons 6 weeks old, and put in
supplies where required,—11 to the acre.

11. Jn cuttingand tying canes sufficient for 1 hogshead sugar, 18 cwt.,—10, working 9 hours
each per day.

12. Number required in the boiling-house to make 3 hogsheads sugar per day, 15 hours,—
5 boiler-men, 2 stockers, 2 dry-trash carriers, 1 pan-man, 1 potter, 1 gutter-cleaner,
1 to clean boiling-house, &c.; total, 13.

13. Number required in the mill-house and cane-yard to make 3 hogsheads sugar per day,
12 hours,—-2 mill-feeders, 4 cane carriers, 4 green-trash carriers, 1 cleaning mill-bed,
and 1 constable to superintend ; total, 12.

14. Number of wains to carry canes, say half a mile, to make 3 hogsheads sugar in a day of
9 hours,—-3 wains, 6 drivers, and 1 hand to assist in loading the wains.

15. Number of wain loads of manure that can be carried out by two wains, one loading and
the other carrying, with two drivers and two fillers, at a distance not exceeding half
a mile,—20 loads per day,

16. In cleaning pastures,—7 per day per acre, if cleaned annually.
17. Numberper acre for cleaning Guinea-grass pieces,—6 per day.
18. To hoe off pasture-land and dig holes for planting Guinea-grass,—25 per acre.
19. To plant the Guinea-grass roots on the spot,—7 per acre.
20. Digging Guinea corn-holes, cleaning off the land, and planting holes 2 feet apart, land

not too foul,-—27 to the acre.
21. In planting Indian-corn through cane-holes,—2 to the acre.
22. Grass-cutters, weeding as they cut,—each grass-cutter to cut 8 mule loads Guinea-grass

r day.
23. Aboy with 3 mules, how many loads of Guinea-grass ought he to give per day,—30

loads.
24. How many square feet of trenching should a man deepen in a day,—500.
25. Di ging yam-holes 4 feet from top of each hill, and 3 feet deep from top,—1 able man

should dig 60.
26. Cutting wood in cords of 8 feet long, 4 feet broad, and 4 feet high,—1 man per cord.
27. To cut 3 holes each in mortice-posts,—an able man should cut 10 per day, posts at hand.

(signed) John Renwick,
Joseph Miller,
M. Thompson, | Committee.
James Blount,
John Crockett,

 

REPORT for the District of St. Thomas-in-the-East, West of Port Morant, as to the
Quantityof Labour capable of being performed by Apprentices under a System of

'ask-work,.

Number of cane-holes to be dug in a day of 9 hours, the holes to be 4 feet square, onstiff clay soil, on level ground,—70 holes.
Ditto on similar soil ona hill-side,—76 holes.
Ditto on brick mould or alluvial soil,—100 holes.
Number of hands to drop dung on an acre of level land when the dung-heaps are on the

land or in the intervals,—12 second class.
Ditto ona hill-side,—15 ditto.
Number to dig cane-stumps previous to holing 1 acre,—3 first class.
Number required to plant 1 acre, the tops put down at convenient distances,—135 first

class, or 20 second class.
Number of wain loads of tops to plant 1 acre,—12 loads.

Number
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Number of hands required for first weeding ditto,—12 third class, if no grass; but if foul, JAMAICA.
15 third class.

Ditto second weeding, and giving part of bank,—12 second class.
Ditto third weeding, and giving remainder of bank,—12 first class.
Ditto to turn trash and hoe an acre of ratoons 2 months old, if foul,—9 first class.
Ditto to trash an acre of canes gone through twice or thrice, and not lodged, —5 firat class.
Ditto to trash an acre where there is no grass,—6 first class.
Ditto to cut canes yielding 2 hogsheads per acre, and making 2 hogsheads per day, with

1 set of boilers,—9 cutters and 3 tyers, able workers,
Ditto to cut canes making one hogshead per acre,—12 cutters and 4 tyers.
Ditto to carry canes to make 2 hogsheads per day on good level roads, the distance between

the field and the mill not more than a quarter mile,—3 wains with 2 drivers each, and
2 second-class workers to assist in loading.
Ditto about the works where the machinery and boilers are capable of making 2 hogs-

heads per day,—1 boatswain, 2 mill-feeders, 3 cane-carriers, 1 mill-bed cleaner, 4green-trash
carriers, 3 dry-trash carriers, 5 boiler-men, 1 pan-man, 2 stockhole-men, 1 sugar-potter:
total, 23.

Ditto to fill and carry out 45 loads of dung per day, distance not more than a quarter
nile, 1 wain filling and 3 carrying,-—3 first class.

Ditto to heap up dung, 60 loads to each heap,—6 second class.
Dittoto ‘drop dung, 60 loads to the acre,—15 second class.
Hands required to plough half an acre from clay or light land, commencing at dawn, and

working till 11 A. M., re-commencing at $8 p.m. and working till sunset,—2 able men to hold
the plough, and 2 second-class drivers, with 8 cattle.

Ditto to plough half an acre of stiff land per day, turning up all the land as they go, and
working the same time as above,—2 able men to hold the plough, and 8 second-class drivers,
with 12 cattle.

Ditto to hoe off an acre of cane-land per day before penning or digging, grass not long,—
8 first class, or 12 second class.

Ditto to move a mortice-post and rail cattle-pen, containing half an acre, in a day,—10
watchmen.

Ditto to cut grass sufficient to supply 100 cattle in the pen in ordinary quantity of grass,—
7 grass-cutters, or 9 mule-loads each.
One able hand should make 10 mortice-posts, 3 holes each per day.

One able hand should cut a cord of wood for the still-house per day.
Billing pastures and taking out sour grass, per acre,—6 able hands.

Billing Guinea-grass pastures neglected 3 years, per acre,-—12 able hands,
To dig holes and plant grass; carrying same, per acre, 12 able hands.
To hoe off land to plant Guinea-corn, 8 hands; digging corn-holes, 6 hands; planting, 3

hands,—17 per acre,
To plant an acre of Indian corn in cane-holes, planting the corn 8 feet apart,—5 second

class.

 

Coffee Planting.

Number of hands required to fall, lop, and burn off one acre of high woodland ready to
plant coffee,— 137 hands.
Number of hands to line and plant the coffee, and make roads through the piece on hilly

land,—36 hands..
Number of hands required for the first weeding,—16 children.
Ditto for second weeding,—15 children.
Ditto to clean an acre of ruinate with light wood, to plant coffee, and line the grounds,—

60 hands.
Ditto to hoe an acre of coffee the third cleaning, if foul,—12 hands.
Quantity one hand should pick if coffee fully ripe,—3 bushels.
To prune an acre of coffee where ordi care has been taken,—20 hands.
To prune an acre that has been long neglected,—40 hands.
Humber of hands required to clean an acre of old coffee that is foul, or very grassy,—

10 hands,

oe) ongewesen. M‘ erson, .

Charles Scott, Committee.

John Renwick,

154.
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AT a Genzeat Mzerino of the Puawrers held at Mandeville, on the 12th day of November 1836, J. R. Tomlinson, Esq. in thefollowing Scale of Day Labour for each able-bodied Apprentice, working Eight Hours per Day, was fixed on.
N.B.—The figures marked thus (*) are calculated in the same Proportion, agreeable to the nine-hour system.
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To the Honourable John Mais.

C. P. Berry, Custos.

, ‘St. Andrew’s, 14 December 1836.Tus different committees, appointed by your Honor, to forma scale of labour for thisparish, have concluded that the following is as near as we possibly can determine, withJustice to all parties, and allowing the day’s labour to be of nine hours.
 

 

 

1. Digging cane-holes on fallow land with the hoe, size of holes to be
4 feet by 4 feet, and 9 inches deep and 12 inches bottom of
hole, an able labourer can dig per ay.

2. And when the land has been broken up previously with the plough,
a labourer can dig per day (if weather favourable).

8. And when the land is formed into cane-holes, and only requires
cleaning out at bottom, an able labourer can clean out per day
in the general run of soil.

4. And when the land is formed into furrows for cane-holes, and re-
quisite to be dug cross-ways to the ploughing, an able labourer
can diy.

5. Fallowploughing : 2 men and 1 boy, with 8 steers in harness, and
Wilkins’ patent improved plough can plough per day to lay fal-
low (10-inch deep furrow) 2 an acre.

6. Cane-hole ploughing: 2 men and 1 boy, with 8 steers in harness,
and Wilkins’ plough can plough into cane-holes an acre per
day. Plough to work 4 hours in morning and4 in evening.   

Number of|Number of
Hands |Cane Holes

per Acre, Daily.

35 80

20 140

8 360

10 300
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

1%.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

. Planting canes on the generality of soil in the parish, tops put
around the cane piece per acre of able labourers.

. Planting canes and dropping the manure into the holes (dung
being in a heap in each acre) of able labourers per day, (70 load
per acre).

. First cleaning of young plants in wet seasons, and not more than six
weeks aged, if able labourers, per day per acre.

If in dry seasons and few weeds therein - - = - =
Cleaning the young plant the second time, and banking them, of

able labourers, per acre.
If the dung or manure is to be given in the bank, it will take per

acre.
Third cleaning and taking off the bottom trash off the young plants,

able labourers per acre.
First trashing of the plant canes when aged, able labourers per

acre.
Second trashing ofsame - - - - “= = =| &
Third trashing and bedding of cane from & to 12 - + =
Turning of trash immediately after canes are cut, say 10 days, able

labourers per acre.
Turning trash, if delayed, as the stools must be moulded, able

labourers per acre.
Trashing and cleaning the ratoon cane when not foul of grass, (if

foul, 12).
Trashing and cleaning the ratoon cane the second time per acre -
Cutting of cane for crop, 12 cutters and 6 tyers (in all 18), are

capable of cutting cane sufficient for 2 hogsheads per diem, or
10 hogsheads per week, (of 45 hours).

Or it would be more fair and just to all parties to task each
and every cutter to cut three full and proper wain loads (6 steers
therein) per diem, making in all 15 loads per week, to be cut by
each cutter (tyers are not counted), therefore, if the cane yielded
spontaneously or otherwise, it would make no difference to the
labourer, but if they are tasked to cut canes for any number of
hogsheads per week, a difference might take place, for some
canes may have juice in abundance, and others have but little,
therefore twice the number of canes would be requisite for the
quantity of sugar—Remark: In heavy plant canes a labourer
will cut more than three loads per day, and, in ratoon canes, not
so much, therefore the average can be put at 3 loads per day.

N.B.—Eighteen full and proper loads of canes should make
a hogshead of sugar of 18 cwt.

Waining or carting of canes to mill-house: 3 wains, with 6 steers
to each wain, with man and boy to said wain, and with 1 loader
allowed to each wain, are capable of bringing home to mill all
such canes cut by the foregoing number of cutters from a dis-
tance of 1 mile from mill; 2 wains are sufficient when within
the half mile.

Manufacture of the produce: The want of improvement in our
mills and boilers (or coppers), as well as the construction of
flues for aiding the well working of the latter implement, no cor-
rect or exact task can be given as to the quantity of labour to
be performed; but, for the satisfaction of those who wish the
information, we conclude that it is a very poor cattle-mill which
does not grind for 4 hogsheads sugar per week of 45 hours;
and a very poor water-mill which is not capable to grind canes [|
sufficient for 6 hogsheads sugar per 44 hours; further, as to the
boiling, it isa very poor sett, and must be badly constructed
coppers or boilers which cannot boil into sugar at the rate of
2 hogsheads per diem of 9 hours, especially when there may be
4 boilers and clarifiers. However, as regards the manufacture
of the produce, your committee have to state it would be giving
all parties justice, if upon all properties, and each property in
the district, a statement of work so done in mill and boiling-
house during the 45 hours in any one week on such quantity of
labour having been proved to have been performed. Let such
be the guide of manager and magistrate. If such takes place
there will be no differences between manager or apprentices.

154.
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24. Sugar potting or curing: 1 labourer to pot at the rate of 2hogs-
eads, or 8 tierces, or 15 barrels per diem. No delay to take
lace.

25.Still-house labour: 2 able labourers are capable of manufactur-
ing into spirit (rum) the sweets given by 8 hogsheads of sugar
in each and every week, taking oneweek with the other during
the crop.

26. Wood-cutting : if wood thick, 3-4th of a cord; if scarce, one-half a
cord per day.

27. Making of casks: 2 able coopers (labourers) will make 8 hogs-
heads per week, or 5 puncheons (between both), provided staves
are good, and deal heading given for the hogsheads’ heads.

28. Carting or waggoning to Kingston: a waggon with 12 steers, men
and boys in proportion as drivers, and carrying full loads (or at
the rate of 4 ewt. for each and every steer), can travel at the
rate of 3 miles an hour on the roads we usually have in the
parish.

29. Manuring: 1 wain with 6 steers, man and boy, can take out 15
full loads of dung per diem, distance not more than half a
mile; if to a further distance, in proportion, and loaders or dung-
fillers must be allowed to cause no delay to the wainman.

30. Heaping manure so taken to the field: 10 labourers can heap w
into a square of 15 x 15 feet, and 43 in height, one suc
heap per diem; and such heap will contain 60 full and proper
wain loads, and the dung must be taken by the wainman as
close as possible,

31. Feeding for stock, or cattle on estates or properties: It is generally
the case to employ weakly or aged women for such purpose,
and the ustal quantity cut is 8 mule (back) loads per diem.
The weight of a mule load is about 100 lbs. Guinea-prass; in
some grass they will cut more; 15 such cutters should cut and
supply feeding for 200 head of stock.

32. Carrying such grass to pens: 4 men with 3 mules each will carry
all such grass so cut by the 15 cutters, to any pen within three
uarters of a mile from such place the grass maybe cut on;

if to a farther distance, in proportion.
33. Cane top feeding: Such hands as are generally grass-cutters

will tie up of cane tops at the rate of three cart loads, or two wain
loads, per diem, for each and every hand.

$4, Carrying thereof: As there is a material difference in the carriage,
wel “ht, and bulk, it is proper to show it as follows: that one-
half the number of mules is only required, if employed (by back
loads), ifmule carts are employed, one cart can carry as fast as
five can tie.

35. Great corn or maize; planting thereof in cane-holes: Two hands
will plant an acre per day.

36. Breaking-in thereof: Four labourers will break in an acre per
diem of heavyyielding (say 10 bushels to the acre fit for market).

37. Guinea-corn: C. caring up land for such, digging cane-holes, and
planting (an acre), able labourers.

38. Guinea-corn: singling and moulding, peracre - - -  «
39. Fences: Making a penguin fence, digging the ditch four feet wide,

three feet deep, and penguins on the spot, per chain, of able
ands.

40. If only to repair a penguin fence, and trim the same - -  «~
41. Making mortice-posts for cattle~pens or fences: One able labourer

will make eight per diem, of three eyes in each post, out of the
raw material or timber. _If posts of four eyes, six per diem; the
bringing out of the woods a separate job.

42. Making of cattle-pens: Flying pens, eight labourers will put up
the four sides and complete the same in the day, provided posts
and rails are laid down on the spot, and when the pens require
temoving, 6 hands are sufficient, there being only 3 sides
(size of pens, one acre).

43. Making of stone walls, either for purpose around cane pieces, or
otherwise: Twelve labourers (used to walling) will erect 48 feet
per day, in length, 2 feet 6 inches at bottom, and2 feet at top,
and 4 feet 6 inches in height. All the stones for the purpose to
be laid down on the spot, at hand of labourers.  

Namber of| Numberof
Hauds

per Acre.

25

12

10  

Cane Holes
Daily.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 63
 

Number of|Number of
Hands | Cane Holes

per Acre, Daily.

 

 

| 44, Stone breaking: Stone for lime-kiln; 1 labourer to break 2} bar-
rels per day, or 15 cwt.

45. Thatching of Negro houses : A labourer will thatch 90 square feet
r diem, each lath to be 7 inches apart, thatch to be of the fan-

jan or broom thatch, and the same to be at the building so
erecting, and assistance given in handing up, or 8 labourers will
thatch off a Negro house in one day, size 15 by 20 feet, and pitch
in proportion to size.

46, Cultivation of Guinea-grass: To stock up (or hoe off all ruinate| 15
grass stubble) an acre per day, fit to dig grass-holes (able
labourers).

Five hands will dig the grass-holes in such land so got ready, an 5
acre perday.

Ten hands will procure the. grass roots, if in the adjoining piece, 10
and plant the same, an acre per diem.

47. Cleaning and supplying thereof: Ten labourers to the acre,pro- 12
vided the seasons have been favourable (if not 12 hands).

48. Cleaning thereof after being established, and allowing the piece to 6
be cleaned once per annum: Labourers per acre per diem.

49. Billing and heaping of bush in a pasture which has been neglected : 10
8 to 10 labourers per acre per diem.

50. Labourers for the works, or the manufacture of produce. The
number depends on the construction and situation of the build-
ings. However, your committee can state, that between mill-
house, boiling-house, and still-house, the number which should
be employed, must be from 16 to 20 where water-mills are, and
where cattle-mills work the number must be more.

51. The foregoing description of labour is scaled out for the 9 hours
per diem, it being the wishes of the planters and managers gene-
rally in the parish, so as the labourer cannot tax managers
withholding any boon from them. Further, your committee can-
not conclude without expressing their sincere wish that his Ex-
cellency the Governor would express a wish to thespecial magis-
trates mm the parish to endeavour and get the apprenticed
labourers to adopt the task-work, if such scales as are sent in
may be approved of, as it would be the means of doing
away with a great deal of punishment; and if such could be at-
tained, the feeling would be what any well-wisher would wish.
The system would work better at present, and if so, must work
still better in future.   

We have further to state, that a uniform system should be observed with the shells, either
on sugar or coffee properties, as near as possible. Shells should be blown at one stated time
by all. We have further to remark, that if a scale of wages could be worked upon by
master and apprentice, and such scales fixed throughout every parish, it would tend to public
good ; and, if made on fair and equitable terms, would be, in a great measure, the means of
settling the minds of the labourers in that respect, when in a state of freedom.

N. B.—There isa very bad practice prevailing in the parish; the Negroes are employed in
their own time by small proprietors and others (whohaveno interest but for thepresent moment)
at an exorbitanthire ; the consequences of which is too evident to any observer. Their houses
and grounds are going to destruction, and provisions extremely scarce; this, too, has a very
bad tendency in another point of view, if we look forward to 1840. If this system is encou-
raged there will not be a Negro-ground in cultivation, or a dwelling standing, for their
comfort and shelter; besides, what money they earn by those jobs is soon expended (in most
instances) in scenes of degrading debauchery, and the Negro is without an thing to sustain
him for the ensuing week. Our sheep-pens, poultry-yards, &c., bear ample testimony how
their wants are supplied. This is a subject of a very serioua consideration for us, or perhaps
for our Legislature. Your committee now conclude by stating, that they are not aware ofany
other description of labour which is performed in this parish, than what is remarked upon
herein, and the remarks made are intended for the benefit of our labourers. On behalf of
such committee appointed by your Honor,

I remain, &c.
(signed) G@. W. Park, Chairman.

154.
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Scare of Lasoun to be performed on Coffee Plantations, in Nine Hours,in the Parish of St. Andrew,
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j chain.

i      
Approved of by the Constables in the different Districts.

(signed) R. Smith, Chairman, Western District.
Hinton East, Chairman, Eastern District.
Chas. Satchell, Red Hill District.

 

JAMAICA, A Scare of Lazour to be performed by effective Apprenticed Labourers in theUpper
Districts of St. Thomas-in-the-Vale. The Soil is a light black Mould onarotten sandy
Rock, or light sandy or Brick Mould; the chief Productions are Coffee, Pimento,
Ginger, Arrow Root, Ground Provisions of all Sorts, and some excellent Pasturage.

 

 

Quantity of Work to be performed

  

Description of Work. by one or more Labourers, in one
Day of 9 Hours.

1. Cutting down wood land and cleaning, ready for
planting coffee - - - - -  ~ 36 labourers per acre.

2. To fell and clear off ruinate land, and heap up and
burnthesame - - - - - - 14 = per acre.

3. To prepare light ruinate,asabove - - - 12 —_ peracre.
4- To hoe off common pasture land for corn or pro-

visions < - - - - - - - 12 - per acre,

5: To stocking up pastures, grubbing up bad weeds,
when very foul - - - = - -= 8 -  peracie.

6. To performing the same work, when the pastures
have been cleared once a year and not foul - 4 -—  peracre.

7. To line land for coffee, in squares of 6 feet, 3
labourers employed - - 2 -= «© 1 acreper day, pegs being fur-

nished.
8. Number of pegs, 18 inches long, to each labourer 1,000 per day.
g. To plant an acre of coffee, 6 feet square, with a

stake, plants being furnished - + + + 6 labourers per acre.
10. To dig an acre into holes, 10 inches deep, 6 inches

wide, and plant the same with coffee =-

11. Weeding an acre of young coffee, corn, or provi-
sions = = 5 4+ «= = - - 8 per acre,

14 labourers per acre.
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Quantity of Work to be performed
Description of Work.

 

Hoeing an acre of bearing coffee, when very foul

13. Quantity of ripe coffee each labourer to pick and
deliver, distance not exceeding one mile; viz.

When in heavy bearing - - -  -~
When in mederate ditt0o- - - ~
When in scanty ditto - - - -
To pick up ground coffee - - -

14. Tosortingcoffee in the house, fit for market when
pulped; viz.

First quality, including sifting -
When cured in thecherry - - =
Re-sorting the triage - - - = -

15. Two men pulping by hand machine - - = -
16. To prune coffee, when heavy =- - - -

17. To prune coffee, when light - = -« -

18. To picking pimento off the trees, one lopper and
four strippers, when in heavy bearing - -

Same in light bearing - 2 = = 6

1g. To winnowing and bagging of pimento - -

20. To dig yam hills, the hole 2 feet diameter, 1 foot
deep, filling up same with trash, and heaping
up mouldthereon- - -= - = =

21. To plant cocoas at 3 feet square, digging holes and

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34

35.

36.

37+

38.

39-

putting in the plant, plants being furnished -

. To plant plaintain suckers, plants being furnished

23. To plant great corn, 4 feet by 2 feet, with the
digging-bill - - - + - - -

To hole land for corn with the hoe, 4 feet by 2 feet

To plant same with seedcorn - - - =

To building dry stone walls, 3 4 feet broad at the
base, 10 inches at top, and 4 3 feet high, and
carrying the stones within 200 yards distance -

To making mortice-posts (3-holes) - - -
To setting up mortice posts and rail fence, 6 feet

distance apart, materials being on the spot -

To making stake and rail fence, materials being
onthespot - - - = - -

To digging ditches, 5 feet by 1wide and 3 feet
deep - - - = « - - -

Quantity of lumber a pair of sawyers are to cut
through, assistance being given to pit the
jumber - - - - - - - -

A gang of 4 men to fell, cross cut, and split shin-
gles, 22 inches long and3to 6 feet wide -

Same for staves, 42 incheslong- - -— -
To hew or draw shingles - - - - = -
Tohew staves - - - - - - =
Road-work: Quantity of stones a labourer should

break, no piece to be larger than a hen’s egg,
or weigh more than 4 ounces, materials being
on the spot - - - - - - -

Lime-kiln: cutting wood -~ - -~ -
Quarrying and breaking stones -  - - -
Digging-in ginger, froma good bearing - -

154.
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JAMAICA.by one or more Labourers, in one
Day ofg Hours.
 

10 per ditto, at same time to strip
the tree of suckers, parasite
plants, &c.

3 bushels of g imperial gallons.
2ditto - ditto.
1ditto - ditto.

to Zditto - ditto,

180 Ibs. each labourer.
110 Ibs. ditto.
200 Ibs. ditto.

14 bushels per hour.
50 trees each labourer.

100 ditto - ditto.

2 barrels (a herring-barrel with
bottom out).

13 barrel. |

10 bags to each labourer.

100 each Jabourer.

6 per acre.

300 each labourer.

3 per acre.

4 per acre.

1 per acre.

24 to the chain.

10 posts each labourer.

2 labourers to § chains.

1 labourer to 1 chain.

4 labourers to 1 chain.

§0 feet.

800.

400.

350 to each labourer,

200 to each ditto,

4 barrels to each labourer.

1 cord per day each labourer.

4 barrels each labourer.

5 to 6 bushels, equal to 300 or
360 Ibs. each labourer.
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Description of Work.

 

Quantity of Work to be performed.
by one or more Labourers, in one

 

Day of g hours.

40. Same from ruinate, or bearing indifferently - 200 to 250 Ibs. each labourer.

41. Handscraping ginger, when dug - —- - - 665 Ibs. each labourer.

42. Digging and handscraping - +  - = go lbs. each labourer.
43- Digging-in arrow root - = = = = 6 bushels of Go lbs. each.

44. Digging and peeling ditto - = + 14 bushel each..

45. Opening or holeing land for ginger or arrow root,
1 foot square - = = «© «© «

46. Planting ginger or arrow root - - - =~

48. Carrying boards, light timber, shingles, corn, &c. -

49. Breaking-in great corn and husking same - = -

50. Weighing, threshing, and winnowing great corn -

15 labourers per acre.

8 ditto per ditto.

47. Cutting grass and tying it~ - -  - = 40 bundles of 28 lbs. each.

3 miles per hour,load 50 to 6olbs..

10 bushels each labourer.

6 bushels each labourer.

(signed) R. R. Parker, Ragville.
R. M. White, Carew Castle.
William Worger, Rio Magno.
Isaac Lyon, Rentcombe.
Edward Wright, Belgar.

 

A Scatz of Lasour to be performed by Able Aprrentices on the Sugar Properties,
St. Thomas-in-the-Vale.

 

itivati Description of Work to be performed
Cultivation. by Able People in a Day of 9 Hours.

 

1, Preparing Land: Clearing off land formerly in
cultivation, and preparing it for standing pens;
carrying the hoeings and trash into the pens,
each being 40 feet square, 3 tothe acre-= -

2. Digging post holes for cattle-pens or fences -

3. Heaping up the manure on these pens, each having
25 to 30 cart loads, well digested - - =

4. Cane Holes: Digging cane-holes of 4 feet square,
8 inches deep; viz.

In stony land -
In stiff clayey soil -
In deep black mould
In light or sandy soil

Opening holes after the plough

5- Mauuring: Dropping manure and planting canes

6. Planting canesalone- 9-2 2- = =e

4. Planting: First cleaning and supplying plant canes

8. Second cleaning and light moulding - - ~-

g. Banking and taking off any loose trash - -

10. Cleaning: First trashing of plants - - = -

11, Canes: Second trashing di bedding oe

12. -— Third ditto and ditto - -

13. Turning trash - - - - -

14. Cleaning and moulding ratoons, trash having been
turned sometime previous - - ~~

Number of Apprentices required to
perform such Work by the Acre,
or otherwise.

 

6 apprentices to each pen, or 18.
per acre,

108 for each labourer.

6 to each pen.

60 holes.
70 ditto.
80 ditto.
go ditto.
12 per acre.

28

10

10

14

14

8

12

12

5

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto..

ditto.

ditto..
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wo Description of Work to be performed Number of Apprentices required to JAMAICA.Cultivation. by able People in a Dayof'g Hours. perform such Work by the Acre,
erwise.

  

—_

—

15. Thrashing ratoons for the first time, and cleaning 12 per acre.
16. Ditto ditto forthelasttime - - ~ 6 ditto.
17. Cutting Canes Cutting plant canes (cultivation

as above), and yielding not under 2 hogsheads
perabre, to make a hogshead sugar, including
tyers - - g labourers,

18, Cutting\ratoon canes to make a hogshead sugar,
yielding a hogshead per acre - - - - 13. ditto.

19. Number of cart loads to be carried to the field, not
exceeding half-a-mile distant from works - 12 cart loads,

20. Mill house Department: Number of people re-
quired about the mill, if a water-mill, grinding
300 gallons perhour - - - - = 9g.

Ifa cattle-mill,extrahands - - - 5,
If ratoon canes, 250 gallons per hour.

21. Boiling-house: Number of people required about
the boiling-house to boil a hogshead sugar,
having only one set of coppers - - - 8, including trash-carriers.

In still-house, to make five puncheons weekly,
requiring no water to be carried - = &

22, Wainage: Carrying out manure, marl, or loam, to
a distance not exceeding halfa mile - - 16 loads each cart.

Loaders for the same - = + = = @ for each cart,
23. Cutting wood, in cords of 8 feet and 4 by 4 feet - _—1 for each cord.

Cutting bamboos on same scale - ~ 1 for two cords,
24. Cutting grass, by persons usually employed at

such Jabour - - - - - - - cart loads of grass, carts for
each.

25. Picking canetops - - - - = = 4 cart Joads for each.
26. Cutting and making mortice-posts, with 3 mortices

in each - = - = = = = 10 posts each.
Ditto - - mortice-posts, with 4 mortices - 8 ditto.

27, Falling, cross cutting, and splitting heading for
hogsheads - - - - = = = 150 pieces each,

28. Making hogsheads, each cooper - - 2 1 ogshead complete
Making tierces - - = © «+ = 1 tierce and a half,
Making puncheons, in a week of 40 } hours - 3 puncheons complete for one

cooper.

(signed) John Munro.
George Rees.
Robert Roach,
John Aris.
Hor. Stevens.

 

A Scare of AGRICULTURAL and other Lasour, on the Nine Hours’ System, to oc
performed by the Apprentices on the Sugar and other Plantations, &c. &c. in the
Parish of St. John, as fixed by Average of general Opinion, given at a Meeting of
the Proprietors, Managers, and others, held for that purpose at Point Hill, on
Saturday the 5th day of November 1836, and simplified by the Committee that was
there appointed this 16th day of June 1837.

Cultivation ofthe Sugar Cane.

Chopping up and heaping cattle-pens; number of able hands for each heap of 55 wain
Joads, 11.

Stocking-up or hoeing-off the usual description of fallow cane-lands, preparatory to
re-opening; per acre, 10 to 12. . .

Digging cane-holes on particularly stiff land, dimensions 4 feet by 4, and depth 6 to 8
inches ; number of holes per day each able hand, 55. ; ;
Digging cane-holes on all other descriptions of land, dimensions 4 4 feet by 4, and

depth 8 to 10 inches; number of holes per day each able hand, 60.
Cross-holing ; number of able hands per acre, 15. _
Distributing dung from heaps, each heap being in the centre of an acre, giving as above

stated; number of able hands per acre, 19. .
Trimming cane-tops in the intervals, carrying and planting the same, and moderately

trenching the land; number of able hands per acre, 10.
Weeding and supplying young plant canes; number of able hands per acre, 10 to 22.
Root-trashing and full-banking plant canes; number of able hands per acre, 14 to .at

154. ir
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First and second trashing of plant canes; number of able hands per acre, 6 to 8.
Subsequent trashings, bedding the lodged canes; number of able hands per

8 to 10.
Turning trash and digging corn-holes through ratoons; number of able hands per

acre, 6.
Subsequent hoeings and mouldings of ratoons; number of able hands per acre, 10.
Trashing ratoons; number of able hands per acre, 7.
Cutting and tying plant canes; number of able hands per acre, g.
Cutting and tying ratoons ; number of able hands per acre, 12.
An able hand to dig and load wains, with dung or mould, at the rate of one load per

hour.

Coffee Cultivation.

Cleaning and suckering well-established coffee ; number of able hands per acre, 11,
Cleaning and suckering old coffee pieces; number of able hands per acre, 16.
Field picking (carrying home 1 bushel to barbicues) from well-established pruned and

full-bearing coffee, each able hand 8 bushels per diem.
Hand picking and sorting for market well-cured fair average coffee, each able hand

- 2 bushels per diem.

Pimento Cultivation.

One breaker being allowed to 4 pickers, each able picker 1 $ bushel per diem.
Hand picking, fanning, sorting, and bagging for market, each able hand § bags per

diem,

Cleaning Pastures, Erecting Fences, &c. §c.
Cleaning guinea-grass pieces, once per annum; number of able hands per acre, 5.
Cleaning common pastures, once per annum; number of able hands per acre, 6.

ai Digging post-holes, each hole to be 2 feet deep; number of holes for an able hand perjem, 120.
Making good 4-eye mortice-posts, and heaping the same in one spot; number of posts

for an ablé hand per diem, 6.
Making good 3-eye mortice-posts, and heaping the‘same in one spot; number ofposts

for an able hand per diem, 8.
Cutting and heaping in one spot fence-rails 16 feet long in ditto; number of rails for

an able hand per diem, 65.
Cutting and heaping in one spot bundles of wattles 7 feet long, 25 wattles each bundle ;

number of bundles for an able hand per diem, 20.
Cutting and heaping in one spot bamboos number of bamboos for an able hand per

diem, 80. ,
One able hand to cut and heap one cord of wood per diem.
Two able hands to complete 200 feet of mortice-post and rail-fence per diem,post-holes

being dug, and materials on the spot.
One able hand to dig8 feet of ditch 4 feet deep, 43 wide at top, and 2} at bottom, and

throw up bank therefrom, per diem.
One able hand to plant penguins along 100 feet of such bank per diem.
One able hand to dig 60 good yam-hills per diem.
Building dry walls 4 3 feet high, all materials being placed convenient, 2 builders tocomplete 33 feet per diem.
Breaking limestones for kiln very small, each able hand to break 2 3 barrels per diem.Number of bricks to be moulded per diem by one moulder, having the customary

assistants, 1,500.

Coopers’Work.
Each cooper to make complete 3 puncheons per week from white-oak staves, and 4 dittofrom pucheon packs; each cooper to complete 6 tierces per week. Each cooper to com-plete 4 4 sugar bogsheads from red-oak, or 4 from country staves per week. Each cooperto head up 7 hogsheads sugar-per diem. Each two able hands sent to the woods to split1,800 shingles, or goo staves, including all work, per week. Each cooper to hew 675

‘Staves, Or 1,350 shingles, per week.
We, the committee appointed, do return the above Report, and declare the same tobe a fair and equitable scale of labour, to the best of our knowledge, information andexperience.

(signed) = Thomas Bowden,
Jno. Boorra, Planters.
E. W. Bourke,
John Price Nash, Millwright.



A ConcENTRATED ScaLe oF Lazpour formed fr
Chairmen of Committees appointed for Districts in the parish of Westmoreland, by
a General Meeting held at Savanna-la-Mar, on Saturday the 18th of March, instant,
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calculated for a day of nine hours.

om Returns made by the various JAMAICA.

 

 

 

 

Number of
Description of Labour. Apprentices

required, &c.

ist Class,|2d Class.
1. Falling, clearing, and burning off wood land for canes, provisions,

or guinea-grass—- -— eee a en 32
2, Cleaning off land formerly in cultivation, and preparing same for

enning, according to the state of the land, from - - - | 8 to 16
3. Digging post-holes for one acre, and removing pen - - -|- - 6
4- Ploughing stiff (penned) land into cane-holes, with 30 steers,

cattle spelled 3 times a day with 10 each, a day to plough 1 acre 2 3
5. Ploughing (plain) by the bed, in stiff three quarters of an acre,

and in light Jand 1 acre (stock as No. 4) - = 2 e 2 3
6. Trenching land with the plough land which has already been in

cultivation, beds 16 feet wide, (stock as No. 4) loacres - - 2 3
Cleaning out same trenches with the hoe afterwards, per 1 acre - 4

7. Trenching new land in 16 feet beds, trenches 30 inches wide, if
free from stones and wood roots and including diagonal trenches,
for1acre - - - - - - - = = = 18

8. Digging cane holes on light soils (4 feet trench) 110 for each male 1
- - + = - - On stiff soils (ditto) go forditto- - - 1

Q-- - = - - = On light soils (ditto) for each female.100 = 1
10.- - - - - - On stiff soils (ditto) ditto ditto 80 - ~- 1
11. Dropping dung at the rate of 60 cart loads per acre, conveniently

placed in thin heaps of 20 loads on the acre, for each acre - 13
12. Planting ploughed land not cleaned out - - - - - -112to0 15
13. Drawing and tying canes foreach 7 to plant - - - -| 3tog

Planting ditto with great corn, and dropping the tops,planting
canes for each acre on cleaned out land - = - -1/10 to1

14. Cleaning canes, first cleaning, and supplying per acre - + 13
15. Ditto - + Second ditto and moulding ditto - = s 312
26. Ditto - - Banking and cleaning offany loose trash - = - 10
17. Ditto - - First trashing off plants per acre - yer ef 8
18. Ditto - + Second ditto and bedding ditto- - = - = = 9
1g. Ditlo - - Third ditto dito - = - - - 10
20. Ratoons, turning trash and moulding ratoon canes and cleaning

out trenches, if foul, per acre - - = = = = = 12
21. Ditto Cleaning ratoons for the second time, and trashing - 7
2%, Ditto Thirdtrahing - - - - - - = « 6
23. Cutting canes, cutting canes yielding 2 hogsheads per acre, in-

cluding tyers for each hogshead sugar, 42 inch truss - 6 8
24. Ditto - - - ditto yieldingone andahalfditto - - - 9 3.
25. Ditto - - - ditto yieldingone ditto - - - 11 4
26. Ditto - + + ditto yielding halfditto - - - - - 13 4
27. Cart work; canes, number of loads capable of being carried by

one-cart at the following distances, allowing 1 loader, 1 carman,|
and 1 boy foreach cart, halfa mile,igloads- - - - 2 1

quarter ditto, 20 ditto - - - 2
And in that proportion for a greater or lesser distance.

28. Manure, marl, or loam, &c.; Number of loads capable of being
carried by one curt at the following distances: half a mile, 15
loads; quarter ditto, 20 loads.

In the same proportion also for more or less distance.
For half a mile, numberofloaders - - - - - - 3
Forquarte ditto - - - + - - - = 4
Under that - - - - - - - - - - 5

29. Cutting wood, in cords of 8 feet hy 4 feet, and four for 1 cord - 1
Bamboo rails,3cartioads - - - + = 1

30. Cutting grass, one and a half cart loads @ day, or 12 mule loads 1
31. Pickingjong cane-tops, two trash cart Joads or 16 mule loads - 1

Carrying same at half mile distance, 8 trash cart loads per day - 1
Forigturnsofg mules - - - - - - - = 1
Quarter of a mile distance, 12 of the cart and 15 of the mules
per day - - - - - - - - - - 1

32. Planting grass, preparing land per acre, the same as No. 2 -| 8 to 16
33. Ditto - - Digging grass holes and planting -“ = = 16
34- Ditto - - Drawing plants peracre - - = = = 4
35: Ditto - - Carriage of grass plants the same as No. 27.
36. Ditto - - Cleaningsame - - - - = = = 6
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Number of
Description of Labour, Apprentices

required, &c.

ist class.| ad class,
37- Planting grass, when foul, but cleaned annually - = - 8
38. Ditto - - common pasture, cleaned annually - = ~ 6
39. Ditto - - whenfoul- - - + 2 2. 2. YL 8
40. Planting corn, in cane land, per acre - - - - - ¢
41. Provisions, falling land, and preparing for, per acre, see No.1. - i)
42. Ditto - digging and raising yam-hills 6 feet asunder, 50 per day i
43. Ditto - digging cocoa-holes, cutting plants, planting and

covering the same, to an acre - ee es ee 24
44. Ditto - digging and planting plantain suckers (placed con-

veniently) at 7 feet distance, peracre - - - - - 14
45. Chipping logwood, a man and a woman to give 5 ewt. per day - 1

Ditto - - - - amanonly,gcwt.perday- - -~° ~ 1
46. Fustic, a man and a woman to give G cwt. perday - ~~ -~ 2

A man only. 4cwt.perday - - - . -« 2. . 1
47- Splitting shingles, to fall, cross-cut, and split 1,000 per day - 6

Ditto- + - - hewing 250 shingles per da - - - 1
48. Ditto - - - + drawing cedar or soft-wood shingles, 300 per

da m- O a e 1
49. Ditto - - + = jointing same,G6ooperday - - -. . 1
50. Sawing boards, plank and scantling, the lumber pitched, pitted,

and lined, 6o feet a day - = = = ee 2
51. Mortice-posts for cattle-pens, to make 6 mortice-posts, with

4 morticesineach post- - = - - - «| « 1
52. Building stone walls, building g 3 feet in base, 16 inches on top,

and 4 4 feet high (the stones to be at hand), 1 chain perday - 6
53. Penguin bank, to raise one 8 feet base, and 4 feet ditch on each

side, per chain, if penguins put athand- - - . « 20
54. Logwood fences, to dig the trench, and plant the same, plants

puttohand,ichain  - - - - - 2. | . 6
55. Ditto - - ~ trimming the same, if annually, 4 chains a day - 2

Ditto - - - ifhalf-yearly,8chainsaday - - - —° ~ 2
56. Lime-kilns, to fall wood for, and pack open lime-kiln, break

stone, and complete same, at per hogshead of 24 bushels 8
57- Baskets, trash baskets (withes provided), 4 a day - - « 1
§8. Ditto - dung ditto (ditto), 6aday - - - - - - 1
§9. Mule pads, making (trash and bark provided), 6 perdiem - - 1
Go. Cattle ropes, 20 feet long, platting, &c., 3 per day - - . i
61. Hogsheads,1 complete perdiem - - - . . 4. 1
62. Tierces, 3 complete in two days - = = = = oe 1
63. Puncheons, to make 2 puncheons complete per diem - - 3
64. Shingling, 1 square perdiem- - - - - - « . i
65. Mills, a water-mill, grinding 380 gallons ofliquor per hour,taking

the average of canes, number of hands tequired = - = 12
66. A steam-engine, grinding 400 gallons - 5 = - - 14
67. Cattle-mill, grinding 250 gallons - - - - -| 12 4
68. Boiling-house, number of people required in the boiling-house, if

of a single set of coppers, with trash carriers, firemen, potters,
&c., included, to make 1 3 hogshead, with good fuel - - 7 46g. Still-house, the labour required to carry on the work of a still-
house, upon an estate making 1 4 hogshead a day, is equal to
that of 1 man for 7 days - = = 8 oe ee 1

70. Ginger, hoe-ploughingi acre - - - - «-« .« . 20
Ditto - drilling or boling to plant, per acr - = + - 8
Ditto - preparing plants, peracre - - - - « 4 2
Ditto - dropping and covering the plants, per acre 2
Ditto - weeding, first time, per acre - - - - 15
Ditto - second time, and moulding - - = = - 15
Ditto - third ditto, ditto -  - ~ - - -  - 10
Ditto - digging ginger, 500 lbs. per diem - 1
Ditto - scraping or peeling, 25 Ibs. ditto - = 2 - 171. Pimento, when plentiful, 2 bushels per diem - 1

72. Coffee, when good, tu pick 3 bushels ditto -~ = = - 173- Breaking stones, according to M‘Adam’s system,6 barrels a day - 1

Memoranduin.—The above scale refers princi
by able and effective people, male and female.
regulated by that scale,
and

  

health.

  
pally to work capable of being performed
The work of the inferior classes will be

and in proportions according with their age, capability, capacity,

Thomas M‘Neel, Chairman.
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Ata MeetiNe of the Commitrxe, No. 3, appointed to form a Scare or Lanour, Ke.
for the Parish of Port-Royal, held at Resource, 26th November 1836, the following rates
were agreed on, a Day of nine hours.

To fall one acre of heavy woodland, 10 able hands to the acre.

To lop and clear the same fit for planting, supposing the weather favourable, 30 able
hands to the acre.

To line, dig holes, and plant the same, 6 feet by 6, supposing the plants to be convenient,
20 able hands to the acre.

To clean young coffee, 8 to 10 able hands to the acre.
To clean well-established coffee, 8 able hands to the acre.

To clean old coffee, 12 to 14 able hands to the acre.

To prune well-established coffee, 20 able hands to the acre.

To pick ditto in the field, when in full bearing, 3 bushels to each able hand.

To pick coffee in store for market, 100 to 180 lbs. to each able hand.

To cut grass where plentiful and convenient, 16 bundles at 28lbs. each able person.

Ditto - where otherwise, 8 bundles at 28lbs. each able person.

To dig yam hills 2 feet square, 15 inches deep, 60 to 80 hills to each able person.
To dig trenches for potatoes, 12 able hands to one acre.
To dig hills for sweet potatoes and arracacha, 12 able hands to one acre.
To clean grass pieces, Guinea grass, § able hands to one acre.

Ditto - - - - - Common pasture, 6 able hands to one acre.

To sawing inch boards, each pair of sawyers in the woods, including falling and pitting
hard wood, 120 feet a week of 40} hours.

Ditto - - - - if soft wood, cedar, &c. 200 feet a week of 403 hours.

To fall, cross-cut, and split shingles in the woods, 1,350 from two able hands per week
of 403 hours.

To dress the same fit for putting on, 1,350 each hand per week of 403 hours.

To nail on country shingles, open work, 500 each carpenter per day.

John Wiles. George Dixon.
Simon Taylor. John Hogg.
Jas. Brooks. Donald Watt.
Austin Clarke. Thos. Davidson.
Wm. Geo. Lowry.

 

Jamaica, ss.—Saint Dorothy.—A ConsoLtipaTeD Scar of Lasovur, compiled at the
request of his Excellency the Governor, from three Reports which had been prepared by
the several Committees appointed at a general Meeting of the Planters and other Inha-
bitants of this Parish, forthe purpose of ascertaining the fair Quantity of Labour for an
able Apprentice, in a day of nine hours.

Canes.

Cleaning land for digging cane holes in the mountains -  - 12 per acre,
Digging holes or trenches 4} by 4 inches, 8 inches deep (in the

lowlands) - - + - + + + = = = From 60 to 70 each.
Ditto - - - 44 by 4 inches, g inches deep (after the plough) 80 to 100 each.
Ditto - - - - if in the mountain district, according to circum-

stances - - - - - - = = = = 50 to 80 each.
Manure, at 40 loads per acre, the same being placed at suitable

distances - = - = *-*- = © © ¢ 25 to 30 children.
Planting, cleaning out and planting in the trench - + 10 to 12 per acre.
Ditto, ifincrossholes - - - 2 = = = 5 per acre.
Weeding, first cleaning, children or weakly persons - = - 10 to 12 per acre.
Ditto - second - - - ditto - + - - = 8 to 10 ditto.
Ditto - third - + - ditto and banking (able people) 10 to 12 ditto.

12 per acre.
4 per ditto.
8 per ditto.
5 pet ditto,

Ditto, cleaning and trashing plants,in the mountain district
Ratoons, turning trash, shortly after cutting - - -
Ditto trashing and moulding - - - - - -

Ditto subsequent trashing and cleaning - - - >
Cutting and tying: to cut and tie per hogshead, the cane-fields

having been properly attendedto - - - - 7 ° 10 to 12 per hogs.

154. (continued)
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Guinea Corn.

Hoeing, (according to the soil and the state of the weather)
Holing - - ditto - 2 = = = =
Planting - - ditto -
ist. cleaning ditto ~
ad. ditto and singling ditto
Singling and supplying ditto
Cleaning and moulding ditto

MAICA.
ja From 8 to 12 per acie.

8 to 10 per ditto.
3 to 5 per ditto.
8 to 10 per ditto.
8 to 10 per ditto.
8 to 10 per ditto.
8 to 10 per ditto.

 

Coffee
Field picking, 1st picking, full bearing - - 8 - 3 bushels perday.
Ditto - - edditto - - - - - = 2 ditto per ditto,
Ditto - - gdditt0o - -2- - - - 5+ 1 ditto per ditto.

3 ditto per ditto.
2 ditto per ditto.
10 to 12 per acre.

Hand-picking in the house, if pulped
Ditto - - - - - - not pulped - =
Cleaning the fields and suckering the coffee-trees, per acre

Pimento.
Cleaned picked pimento, each person - 5 elle 1 bushel per day.

Pastures.

Guinea-grass, ist hoeing forholing - - - = = = 10 per acre.
Ditto - - diggingforplanting - - - <= = 16 per ditto.
Ditto - - planting - - - - - = = 16 per ditto.
Ditto - - cleaning and hoeingsame - - - -— = 8 per ditto.
Common, cleaning and burning off the bush from common pas-

tures - - - - - - - - - - 3 to 8 per acre.

Fencing.
Digging ditch 4 feet wide at top, 2 feet at bottom, and 3 feet
deep - - - = = = = = = - 12 ft. per dayeach,

Ditto - - - §feetditto - - «+ - - - 10ft. per day each.
15 ft. per day.
1 chain each per

day.

Renewing an old fence, dimensions as above - -
Planting penguins requires at least 4 hands (4 chains, or)

Cutting Wood.
The cord being 8 feet long, 4 feet wide, and 4 feet high, closely

packed - 3 labourers to cut 2
cords per day.

Mortice-posts, cutting and holing mortice-posts,4 holes in each
(ofcashaw) - - - - - + = = = = 6 per day.

Ditto - - - - - = in the mountains - - - - 8 per day.
Staves, to splitforhogsheads - - - - - = = 80 per day.
Heading - - - ditto- - - - - - + = §0per day.
Shingles - - - ditto - - - - - ~ 300 per day.
Boards, sawyers, each pair to saw 50 feet per day.

/ Fodder.
Of Guinea-grass, by weakly people, one wain-luad for each per-

son per day,
Picking up cane tops by ditto, two ditto.
. ; Bricks.
Stock bricks, one moulder, with 7 assistants (under ordinary cir-

cumstances)~ - - - - = = = = = 1,500 per day.

N. B.—The soil in the Bushy Park district is of a deep brick mould, except upon Amity-
hall estate, where it is athin black mould upon clay.
The district of the Lodge, Whim, &c. consists chiefly of a black mould upon clay, in

some parts a fine brick mould.
The soil of the mountain district is chiefly of a light sandy nature upon rock, partly

rotton and partly lime-stone.
The land now in cultivation has long since been occupied ia the production of the vari-

ous articles to which the Report refers.
W, Jackson,

Senior Magistrate, St. Dorothy.

 

In compliance with the request of his Honor the Custos, the proprietors, attornies, and
managers of estates and coffee mountains, in the parish of St. David, met at Easington on
the 19th day of November 1836, to take into consideration the recommendation of his
Excellency the Governor, as to the fixing ofaGzneRaL Scars of Lasour, when two
committees were appointed.
The committees made their report at another meeting, held on the 26th day of

Noveinber, when the Scale of Labour hereunto annexed was fixed on and agreed to, as
best adapted to the parish generally.

(signed) | George Parker, Senior Magistrate.
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Ata General Meeting of the magistrates, proprietors, attornies, and managers of the
different properties, in the parish of St.David,called by George Parker,Esq., senior
magistrate, by desire of his Honor the Custos, on Saturday, the 1gth day of November
1836, for the purpose of forming a Scale of Labour to be performed by Apprenticed
Labourers in the said parish, we, the undersigned, having been named a Committee for
such purpose, beg to submit the following:

For Sugar Estates :
Number of cane-holes, four feet square, each apprentice ought to dig per day,
from 75 to 85.

Stocking land for jobbers, &c.

Dropping manure - - - = -

Planting canes - - - - -

Weeding young canes - -
Cleaning, supplying, and giving bank
Turning trash and moulding canes

Trashing canes - - - -«
Cutting canes and tying - ~-

Carrying canes to the mill-yard

Wain loaders - - - - -

Carrying canes to the mill, feeders,
green trash carriers, &c., capable of
making 2 hogsheads perday - = -

Picking long tops - +  -

Cutting grass for pens - - -

Underwooding, falling, and preparing
land for the line, per acre -

Planting, peracre - - -~ -
Cleaninga field in regular cultivation -
Pruning coflee- - -= - -
Pruning, long neglected - - -
Field picking coffee, and carrying same

toreceiver - - - - ~~

Hand picking coffee- - -
Splitting staves and heading =~
Splitting shingles - - -
Trussing and raising tierces -
Sawing cedar and other soft woods

Labourers, per acre, billing pasture, rather foul, perday - - - - =Ditto to burn 2 acres dry bush per day
Ditto to clean 3 chains penguin fence on bank per day - =

; Apprentices,
we consider an acre land can be done easily

by - - - - - - - 6
we consider an acre land can be dropped

with manure daily by - —- 15
we consider an acre of land can be planted
dailyby - - 2 wf 15

we consider an acre can be weeded daily by 8
we consider an acre can be done daily by- 8
weconsider an acre ought to be done daily
Yc = © 2 = = % 20

we consider an acre can be done daily by - 10
- we consider sufficient can be cut and tied to

makea hogshead sugar daily from plants
You, os oe elle 8BFrom ratoons by - - - 12

we consider that 6 mules and 1 wain ought.
to carry sufficient to make 1 hogshead
sugar per diem, from a distance of not
more than quarter of a mile - + 2

we consider that wains carrying home canes
for 2 hogsheads sugar daily can be loaded

'y - - - - - - -

we consider, including potters - 2
we consider that 3 wain or 27 mule loads

can be picked and bundledby - - 2
we consider that 20 bundles, of 28 Ibs.

weight, can be cut by (by those usually
employed on estates) -  -~ - + 1

Coffee :

100 to 120 hands on virgin soil,
we consider 16 hands.
we consider 10 hands, and, if very foul, 14.
we consider 60 to 80 trees each apprentice.
we consideér 30 to 50 trees each apprentice.

we consider from 1 to3 bushels, according to the ri-
pening ofthe field ; but when fully ripe,3 bushels,
able hands, and 2 bushels second gang daily.

weconsider first quality 3 bushels, inferior 2 bushels,
we consider 160 per day for each apprentice.
we consider 202 - - - ditto.
we consider 1 for each cooper per day.
we consider 40 feet per day for 2 sawyers.

Pens:

m
t
O
O

Ditto to throw up a chain of banking, with a ditch on one side 2 feet deep and 3
feet wide - - - - -

Ditto to clear off an acre common pasture land for corn, per day -
Ditto to dig an acre of land into corn-holes upon a square of 2 feet
Ditto to plant an acre of land with seed corn perday - -
Ditto to hoe, mould, and single an acre Guinea corn per day
Ditto to gather from the field 10 bushels Gainea corn - =
Dito - - - - ~ - - igdittoIndiancom - -
Ditto to thrash out and winnow 6 bushels Guinea corn per day
Ditto to dig and make up 120 yam-holes, 12 inches square, per day
Ditto to hoe and plant an acre land in Guinea grass, plants on the spot -

(signed)

154.

1

py

o
m

C
O
m

19
0
0
9

O
O

Edward Delpratt. William Pearce.
Michael M‘Ternan. £orsyth Innes Tarbutt.
Donald M‘Pherson.

JAMAICA.
eee
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A Generat Scare of Lazour, to be performed by effective Apprentices during a Day
of Nine Hours, in the Parish of St. Elizabeth.

Description of Work.
 

Sugar.

1, Cleaning off land formerly in cultivation, and preparing
it for standing pens, carrying the hoeing into the
ens, being 40 feet square, one ineach acre = =~

2. Digging post-holes for cattle-pens or fences  - -
3. Moving a half-acre wheeling-pen - - - =
4. Heaping up the manure in a pen, having 60 cart loads
well digeste - 5 fe ee ee
5. Digging cane-holes of 4 feet square, 6 inches deep, in

very stiff-clayed soil - - - +
Ditto - - deep black mould - - = #
Ditto - - light or sandy soil - 25 + =
Opening holes after the plough - 25 = =
Ditto ploughed land along the bed - - = = -

6. Dropping manure, and planting canes, when the ma-
nure and canes areon the spot - - =

z Planting canes alone 2s
. First cleaning and supplying plant canes

g. Second cleaning, and light moulding
10. Banking and taking off any loose tras
a1. First trashing off plants - - -
12. Second trashing, and bedding - = -
13. Third ditto (if lodged) - - -
14. Turning trash and supplying - - =
15. Cleaning and moulding ratoons, trash having been

turned some time previous - - - - =
16. Trashing ratoons for the first time, and cleaning -
17. Trashing ratoons for the lasttime - - -— =
18. Cutting plant canes (cultivation as above), and yielding

2 hogsbeads per acre, to make a hogshead sugar,
tyers, constable,and cook - - - = =

19. Cutting ratoon canes, to make a hogshead sugar, yield
ing a hogshead per acre, including ditto- - =

2o. Number of cart-loads to be carried to the field, not
exceeding half a mile from the works, with one loader

21; Number of persons required about the mill, if a water-
mill grinding 300 gallons per hour, 12, if a cattle-
mill, extra hands, 4; if ratoon canes, £60 gallons per
hour, 12 apprentices.

23. Number of people required about a boiling-house to
boil a hogshead of sugar, having only one set of cop-
pers, including dry trash carrierd and potters - = -

In still-house to make § puncheons weekly, requiring
no waterto be carried = - - - - =

a3. Carrying manure out, marl, or loam, to a distance not
exceeding half a mile per day, 14 loads; loaders for
the same, 3 to each cart.

34. Cutting wood in cords of 6 feet by 6, and 4 feet, 1 cord
per day; cutting bamboos on the same scale - =

25. Cutting grass by persons usually employed at such
labour, perdayeach - - - - = &

26. Picking canetops - - - - <= *

27, Cutting and making mortice-posts, with 3 mortices to
each, 8 per day; ditto, having 4 mortices, 6 per day.

28. Boatage from Elm-wharf to Black River and back, say
with 8 hogsheads and 8 hands, to receive pay , cox
swain, §3., men, 3s. 4d., each per week -

29. Boatage from Haughton, Biscany, and Barton wharfs,
10 or 12 hogsheads each trip, with 7 hands each,
boat’s crew of 7 toreceive 6s. 8d. in lieu of lost time,
which is not tobe paid back - - - = =

Number of Apprentices re-
quired to performper Acre,
or otherwise, said Work.
 

18 apprentices per acre,
6o holes for 1 apprentice.
4 apprentices per pen.

25 apprentices per pen.

go each apprentice.
100 ditto.
120 ditto.
250 ditto.
200 ditto.

30 apprentices per acre.
12 ditto.
11 ditto.
12 ditto.
12 ditto.
8 ditto.
10 ditto.
12 ditto.
6 ditto.

10 ditto.
9 ditto,
8 ditto.

18 ditto.

24 ditto.

14 ditto.

12 apprentices.

2 apprentices per acre.

2 ditto.

8 mule loads.

16 ditto,

2 trips per week.

3 ditto.
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30. Boatage from Lacovia, Holland, and Y.S. wharves, with
8 or 12 hogsheads, and 8 hands, to receive no pay - 3 trips per week.

g1. Falling, cross-cutting, and splitting heading for hogs- ,
heads, 100 per day; ditto for staves for ditto, 100 ;
er day. —_—

32. Making hogsheads complete, each cooper, 1 per day;
ditto tierces per week, ditto, 6 tierces; ditto
puncheons per ditto, 3 puncheons. ~

Coffee.

1, Falling virgin woodland, lopping, logging, heaping up,
and burning heaps - | 7 = = | = = 40 apprentices per acre.

2, Clearing up ruinate land to be ready for planting 15 ditto.
- Making pegs, each labourer perday- - - ~- 600 pegs.
. Lining land for coffee, § feet square- - - - 6 apprentices per acre,
. Pulling up coffee-suckers, and planting ditto - - 8ditto.
. Weeding coffee where the land has been hand-weeded,

3 apprentices per acre; where the galls are few, and
moderately foul, § ditto; when very foul, 10 ditto. —

7. Pruning trees, from 3 to 6 years old, 200 trees each;
upwards of six years old, that have been kept in good
order, 80 ditto; that have been planted from ruinate
and light soil, 200 ditto; large old trees that have

A
n&

been neglected, 40 ditto. ~~
8. Hand slipping, double the quantity each labourer can

prune. —
g. Picking ripe coffee from prime fields in full bearing,

and carrying it to the works, each 1 barrel; bearing
moderately, each @-gd barrel; picking ripe coffee
from old fields bearing scanty, 1-gd barrel each - —_ go ditto.

10. Hand picking best pulped coffee, each labourer 130lbs.;
of a quality inferior, 100lbs.; unpulped coffee and
heads, when very bad, 8olbs. _

11. Falling, cross-cutting, and splitting staves, each pair
of labourers 200 staves; hewing staves, each labourer
100 ditto; falling, cross-cutting, and splitting heading,
each pair labourers 200 heading; hewing heading,
each labourer 150 ditto; jointing staves, and raising
tierces, each cooper 1 tierce. _

Pimento.

1. Picking pimento clean of stem and stalk in heavy
bearing or full crop (1 breaker being allowed to 4
pickers)perday - -  - = += += = 2 imperial bushels each:

2. The same in light bearings, with similar hands, perday 1} ditto.
3- Fanning and bagging pimento, bags being furnished,

and each bag averaging 1golbs., net produce per day —_ 8 bags each labourer.

Ginger.

1. Hoe ploughing an acre - - - - = = 24 apprentices per day.
2. Drilling, preparing plants, and planting an acre - + 24 ditto.
3. Cleaning an acre, according to state offand and weather From q to 12 appren. p’ day.
4. Peeling when dug for them, each labourer, golbs. per

day 5 when they dig for themselves, each, 25lbs. per
ay.

Logwood.

1. Falling and chipping, when fine, 1121bs. - - - 7 apprentices per ton.
2. Ditto - - - - whenotherwise - - + gditto.

Fustic.

1. Falling and chipping, when fine, per 112Ibs. - -  6ditto.
2. Dito” = - PP ~ when otherwise - = = 8ditto.

154. (continued)
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Description of Work.
 

Pen-keeping.

. Digging holes and planting Guinea-grass, the plants
being on the spot, 2 feet apart - - - -

2. Cleaning Guinea-grass pastures, when foul -
3- Chopping Guinea-grass pastures, when rocky andfoul
4. Chopping common pastures, when very foul - = -

Corn.

1. Digging holesand planting = - - - - = -
2. Cleaning and moulding ditto - - = - =
3- Underwooding andfalling land for corn and grass) -
4. Cleaning off for second crop of corn - —- ==

Mason Work.

1. Cutting and facing stones, each labourer ~ -

1

3:

i.

Or to each labourer, 8 coins, 1 foot high, Spanish
walling, materials being on spot, each = - - +

Sawyers’ Work.

. Sawing boards or plank already on thepit, each pair
sawyers - -

. Sawing boards or plank, the sawyerspitting thetimber

Shingles.

- Hewing shingles, viz., falling, cross-cutting, and split-
tng - - - - -  - - -

Stone WiTall

Building dry stone walls, materials on the spot, dimen-
sions 3 feet 6 inches at the base, 4 feet 6 inches high,
and iq4inches at thetop, perchain- + - =<

Ploughing.

. Ploughing ordinary soil, with 10 steers and 6 appren-
tices, per day - - - - -

Fence Making.

Lopping fences, per chain, 4 apprentices annually =-
. Stake and rail lled-up fence, material found, 1 la

bourer - -
. Raising a penguinfence, ‘with |asingleditch, 4fet

6 inches wide, 3 feet deep, 6 labourers -
.Planting the same penguins on the spot, 2 labourers -

" PlantingProvisions.

Digging yam hills on level land, 1 foot deep,and :2 feet
diameter, each labourer - -

. Planting cocoas and digging holes, 3feet equare,
plants furnished, 7 labourers - = -
Planting plantain suckers, 8 feet square,~ plants fur-
nished, 7 labourers -  - - 1s

Lancewood Spars.

Cutting and carrying out a distance of halfa mile = -

Edward F. Coke, District No. 3,
John. R. Macdonald, No. 1, Shaw Dist.
B. M. Senior, Dist. No. 3.
F. Stone, Dist. No. 3.
John Maitland, Dist. No. 4.

St. Elizabeth’s, 30 January 1837.

Number of Apprentices re-
quired to performper Acre,
or otherwise, said Work,
 

15 apprentices per acre.
6 ditto.
§ ditto.
4 ditto.

4 ditto.
6 ditto.

15 ditto,
10 ditto.

8 square feet.

30 ditto.

60 feet.
40 feet.

200 each labourer.

4 builders and 2 Gillers-in.}

1 acre.

6 chains.

1 chain.

1 ditto.
1 ditto.

70 hills.

per acre.

ditto.

8 per day.

J. E. Burlion, Dist. No. 4.
Wm. Ridgaud, Dist. No.1.
J. Isaacs, Dist. No. 3.
John Earle, Dist. No. 2.
Thos.Mason, Dist. No. 2.

James Miller, Chairman.



A Scaxz of Lasour for the Apprentices of the Parish of St. Mary, fixed on the
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21,
22.
23.
24.
25.
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28th day of January 1837.

Description of Work.

on

. Preparing land for cane-holes, by underwooding,
falling, chopping, cleaning, heaping, and burning

. Hoeing off land, preparatory to digging cane-holes

. Digging cane-holes, 4 feet square, 7 inches deep -
. Digging cane-holes in light, hilly land, 4 feet square,

7 inches deep - - - - - - -
. Ploughing land into cane-holes, good cattle and

drivers, with single and double mould plough, fit
for-planting, 1 man and 4 boys - - - -

6. Ploughing and moulding ratoons with double mould
plough, trash being removed by an additional hand

7. Dropping dung in the cane-holes, it being put in
heaps conveniently, and at the rate of 50 good
loads per acre - - - = = Ss -

8. Ditto, 30 loads per acre - = eee
g. Cleaning out ploughed land to holes 4 feet square

10. Planting canes and cleaning trenches, tops in the
intervals - - - = -= = = -@

11. Planting corn - - - - © = «©
12. Cleaning plants first time, and a little supplying -
‘13. Cleaning plants second time, and giving a hitle

mould - -- 2 © = = = =
14. Cleaning, giving bank, and booting - - = -
15. Trashing plants firsttime - .- - - =
16. Ditto, second time - © - + = =
17. Ditto, last time, and bedding, if the canes are lodged
18. Turning trash early on ratoons, and supplying — -

Cleaning and moulding ratoons, the trash being
turned sometime before - - = -

Trashing ratoons, first time- —-
Ditto, second time - - -
Cutting plant-canes, including tyers
Ditto, first ratoons = - - =
Ditto, second ditto - - - - - -
A cart with 6 or 8 cattle, as may be required, 1 man
and boy, with loaders to assist to bring the cranes
to the works, if the field is within halfa mile = -

. Number of hands required about a water-mill to get
liquor for a hogshead sugar ing hours - = -

. Andifacattlemill - - - *- = =

. Number of hands required about a boiling-house to
make a hogshead sugaring hours - - =

. Potting 2 hogshead sugar perday - - =

. Number of hands required ina still-house to make
a puncheon ram per day, provide wood, &c. —-

31. Carrying out manure half mile distance, with people
to chop the dung and load thecarts - - -

Cutting cord wood, 8 feet long, 4 feet broad, and
4 feet bigh - - - - - -

33. Cutting and making mortice-posts, 3 mortices in
each post - - - - - 7-7 =

34. Splitting hogshead heading, 2 hands together, wood
fallen and cross cut = - - - - -

35. Felling trees and junking, with two hands splitting
_ _ hogshead staves i

36. Rough-hewing staves - - - - - =
37. Splitting shingles, if the wood is fallen - - -
38. Drawing shingles - -*« = - = -
39. Sawing timbers =~ - - - = <= =
40.Catting down, cross-cutting, and squaring up scant-

ing - - - - - - - - ”~

154.

Number ofHands required to per-
form the Work in a given Time,
or at a certain Rate per Acre,
Nine Hours.

70 hands. per acre.

If grass is high and bushy, 18
hands per acre; if the grass is
short, and no bush, 12 hands
per acre,
70 holes per day for 1 hand.

80 holes per day for 1 hand.

Half an acre per day.

1 acre per day.

20 hands per acre.
12 hands per acre.

140 holes per day for 1 hand.

20 hands per acre.
1 hand per acre.

12 hands per acre.

12 hands per acre.
14 hands per acre.
8 hands per acre.
8 hands per acre.
14 hands per acre.
7 hands per acre.

10 hands per acre.
g hands per acre.
7 bands per acre.
10 hands per hogshead.
1§ hands per hogshead.
16 hands per hogshead.

12 carts per day.

11 bands.
4 boys more to drive the cattle.

8 hands.
1 able hand.

4 hands and 2 mules.

12 loads per day.

. 1 hand per day.

1 hand, 10 posts per day.

Each hand, 100 pieces per day.

Each hand, 100 pieces per day.
Each hand, 70 pieces per day.
Each hand, 200 per day.
Each hand, 250 per day.
If pitted, 50 feet for two sawyers.

50 feet each hand per day.

(continued)
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Number of Hands required to per-
form the Work ina given Time,
or at a certain Rate per Acre,
Nine Hours,

Description of Work.
 

1 hogshead per day, or § in
49% hours.

3 tierces in 2 days.
3, rum-puncheons in 404 hours.
4 rum-hogsheads in 404 hours,
10 hogsheads, with white pine

boards, 8 ditto with country

41.Coopers to make each

42. Ditto - - - - - -
43. Ujtto- + - - - - -
44. Dito- - - = = = 5
45- Coopers cut out and head up each per day

heading.
46. Cleaning common pasture of years’ standing - 6 hands per acre.
47. Cleaning Guinea-grass, taking out all weeds and

sour grass - - = = = «+ = hands per acre.
48. Cutting grass - - - - - <= = 1 hand to cut a grass cart, or

12 mule-loads per day.
49. Picking tops to plant - - - - - Each hand, 1 cart-load, or 12

mule-loads per day.
60. Logwood cutting and chipping, if large size, per ton 8 tradesmen, or 10 Reld hands

per day.
61. Cutting and chipping fustic, perton - - - 6 hands ver ton.
52. Digging yam-holes and good hills, 2 feet square _- 60 hills for each hand per day.
53. Carrying produce to barquadier - - - - Cattle to travel at the rate of 24

to 3 miles per hour, rest an hour
at the Bay, wash them in thesea,
and return at the same rate.

54. Breaking stones to MacAdamize roads, or for lime-
kilns - © © © 2 © = = 4 barrels each hand per day.

55. Building stone walls, materials put on the spot,
43 feet high, 4 } feet at the base, 18 inches top - 4 able hands and3 fillers, 1

chain per day.
66. Picking pimento - = + += = + 4 pickers and1 breaker to give

2 barrels per day, if in good
bearing.

67. Digging trenches 2 feet wide, 12 inches deep, and
lined off - - - = + - «= = 180 feet each hand per day.

Henry Coz.
Robt. Fairweather.
Chas. Stewart.

 

Abraham Hodgson, Custos.

—No. 28. —
(No. 145.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 Sept. 1837.
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 28th July last (No. 149), transmitting

printed copies of scales of labour for the apprentices in 18 of the parishes in
Jamaica.

It would be impossible for me, without more information than I at present
possess, to form any decided opinion of my own as to the details of the various
regulations which you have established for determining the amount of labour to
be required from the apprentices. Yet relying on your experience, and on the
anxious desire which you have evinced, both in Barbados and in Jamaica, to
promote every measure tending to advance the interests of all classes within
your government, combined with a watchful regard to the rights of the appren-
tices, I have no reason to doubt that the scales of labour have been judiciously
framed. I am confirmed in this opinion by the satisfactory result of the experi-
ment in one of the most important districts of the island; and I am happy in
having such good grounds for anticipating that the system, when brought into
general operation, will be found to give mutual satisfaction to the apprentices
and their employers.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 29. —

(No. 206.)
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord,

the honour to transmit herewith the scales of labour prepared for the remaining

parishes.

Spanish Town, 7 Nov. 1837.

Wrra reference to my Despatch (No. 149) of the 28th July last, I have now

Wherever the system has been fairly tried, the best results have arisen from it,

the planters and apprentices being equally well pleased; but as there are still
many disputes about the eight and nine hour system going on, it is not yet in

my power to report fully to your Lordship on its general working.

I have, &e.
(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Portland.

St. George’s.

Rerorr of the Committee appointed by the Planters and others interested in the Agricultural Productions of the
Parish of PorttawD, for the purpose of establishing a Scale of Labour upon the principle of Task-Work, and

applicable t> the Apprentices, upon the Eight Hours’ system.

 

Sugar Culture.

Digging cane-holes, each labourer per diem - -
Ditto cross-holes, ditto - - - - - - -

Dropping dung, one basket to each hole, of 4 feet per acre ;
number of labourers per diem = - - - -

Planting canes, tops in intervals per acre, ditto
Ditto, tops in holes, ditto —- - 2s +
First cleaning of plants, by 2d and gd gangs, ditto
Second ditto, and banking, ditto - - -
Third ditto, and remaining bank, ist gang, per acre, ditto

n
e

e
e

|

Hoeing off grass or weeds, per acre, ditto - -
First trashing, ditto - + - - «=

Second ditto, ditto - - 2 © «
Third ditto, and lodged, ditto - - - -
Relieving stools from trash, 1st ratoons per acre, ditto

e
e
e

6
#

#@
@

@
©

Turning trash, ditto - - - - - -
Cleaning and moulding 1st ratoons, ditto -
Trashing 1st ratoons, ditto - - - -  °
Cutting and tying canes, 1st gang, per hogshead, ditto
Ditto, ad ditto, ditto, ditto - - - - -
Trenching land, 2 feet wide, 12 inches deep, 4 feet in length

(each labourer); number of holes per diem = - - -
Close ploughing, with 6 to 8 cattle, 2 men and boys, from

34 to 2 of an acre per diem.
Ploughing cane-holes with the single-breasted plough, with

with 6 to 8 cattle, 2 men, and 2 boys, 3 to 2? of an acre
per diem.

Stocking up, preparatory to digging, per acre ; number of
labourers per diem = - - - - - -

Cutting down high bush, and hoeing off per acre, ditto -
Hoeing off pasture land for cane-holes, 1st gang, ditto -

Manufacture.

To make a hogshead of sugar of 16 cwt., ina day of 8 hours,
with a cattle mill, having 3 spells of stock of 12 each:

Three boilermen, one stokerman, two dry trash carriers,
(2d gang people), two mill feeders, two cane carriers,
five cattle drivers, one boatswain, two green trash
carriers ; total 18.

The same number of labourers, with a water mill, will
make 24 cwt. of sugar in a day of 8 hours.

Cultivation of Guinea Grass.

Hoeing off an acre of common pasture, or ruinate,digging
grass holes, and planting the same in guinea grass plants
on the piece ; number of labourers, per day - - -

Cleaning plants, per acre, ditto - -
Cutting igewt.of grass= = et

154.

PLANTERS’ EVIDENCE, CONSTABLES’ EVIDENCE,

 

 

        

. Black Black
Sandy |Alluvial Rocky | Sandy | Alluvial Rock
Soil. | Soil. |Men’| Soil.| Soil. | soil. onChay. Soil.”

85 go 70 62 74 80 70 80
~— | 134 | 120 go | 134

12 12 12 13 12 12 12 13
15 15 15 15 23 23 23 23
11 11 13 2
14 14 17 17 13 12 12 12
16 16 18 18 16 16 16 17
11 11 13 13 1 11 13 13
9 5 7 11 12 13 13 12

11 11 11 1 1 11 13 13
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
16 16 16 16 14 14 14 14
4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5
9 9 9 9 10 10 10 10

13 13 13 13 11 11 1 1
11 11 i M1 rF 11 11 i
14 14 14 18 15 15 16 16
15 15 15 20

35 35 go go

7 7 7 7 13 13 13 13
17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
18 18 18 18

40 40 §0 50
44] 14 | 37 | 7
1 1 1 a i

(continued)
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Cultivation of Pimento.

Billing pimento walk, in which the shade of trees prevents the rapid growth of underwood, per
acre; number of labourers, per diem, 4.

Ditto common pasture, annually; ditto, 8.
Gathering the pimento, and cleaning the berries from the stems, per barrel ; ditto, 2.
Winnowing 500 Ibs.; ditto, 1.
Bagging 12 bags; ditto, 1.

Arrow-root Culture.

Preparing an acre of pasture land for arrow-root ; number of labourers, per diem, 20.
Ditto of wood land, ditto; ditto, 30.
Digging holes, or making drills for planting arrow-root, per acre; ditto, 20.
Planting same when the plants are on the spot; ditto, 6.
First weeding; ditto, 20.
Second ditto; ditto, 40.
Third ditto; ditto, 15.

Manufacture.

Digging one barrel of arrow-root ; number of labourers, per diem, 1.
Peeling and washing, preparatory to grinding, per barrel; ditto, 1.
Grinding eight barrels, including feeder, washers of flour, &c., with a hand mill; ditto, 5.
Ditto 12 barrels, with a water mill; ditto, 4. .

Carrying down produce to barquadier, in the absez-e of stock, from 50 to 70 Ibs. ; ditto, 1.

Cultivation of Ginger.

Repairing an acre of ruinate land; number of labourers, -per day, 34.
Digging trenches between 10 and 12 inches apart, 2 inches deep, per acre; ditto, 27.
Planting an acre (children and weakly people), ditto; ditto, 14.
First cleaning, able people ; ditto, 9.
Second ditto, ditto; ditto, 14.
Third ditto, ditto; ditto, 10.

Manufacture.

Digging, washing and scraping 54 lbs., yielding 36 Ibs. when scraped (54 Ibs. ratoons yield 30 Ibs,
when scraped); number of labourers, per day, 1.

Coopers’ Work.

One good tradesman to make 33 puncheons per week.
Ditto - - - 43 hogsheads.

Wood Cutting, &c.

Cutting and cording hard wood for fuel; number of labourers, per day, 3 per cord.
Cutting down trees, splitting and hewing 1,200 staves and heading; ditto, 16.

Ditto - - ~- ditto - - + 1,000, 22 inch cedar or other shingles; ditto, 10.
Falling, pitting, and sawing 50 feet hard wood, 60 feet eedar, 50 feet Santa Maria or pruen ; ditto,

1 pair.
rutting down, cross cutting, and squaring 50 feet scantling for framing ; ditto, 1.
To break two barrels of hard river stone ; number of labourers, per day, 1.
Ditto three, limestone; ditto, 1.

Cultivation of Provisions.

Clearing new land, digging holes for, and planting an acre of cocoes and plantains, plants on the

spot; number of labourers, per day, 40.

Cleaning same per acre; ditto, 9.

Digging 75 yam hills, 4 feet square; ditto, 1.

Port Antonio, 26 Nov. 1836. (signed) W. Williams, Chairman.
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Scare of Lanour fora Sugar Estate, in the Parish of Si. George, for able Apprentices

ina Day of Eight Hours.

 

Alluvial and =|Black Mould onor}| Stoney, or stiff

 

Sandy. mixed with Clay. Clay.

Cane-holes: holes to be 4 feet Per Diem. Per Diem. Per Diem.

wide, 8inches deep - -| 8o0foreachapp. | 75 foreachapp.| 50 for each app.
Cross ditto - - - -| 180 ditto - ~| 150 ditto - PP. 100 ditto, PP

Planting 12 apprentices to the
acre - - - - -| 12totheacre -} 14 totheacre ~| 16 tothe acre.

First weeding -  - <=] loditto- -| 12ditto- ~| 16 ditto.
Second ditto - - - ~| 10 ditto - - 12 ditto - -| 16 ditto.

Giving full banks - - - 12 ditto - -| 14 ditto - -| 16 ditto.

Trashing, Ist - = = = 8ditto- = - 8ditto- =- 8 ditto.
Ditto - ed - - - - 8 ditto - - 8 ditto - - 8 ditto.
Ditto, if lodged - - -| 16 ditto - -| 16 ditto - -| 16 ditto.

Cutting and tying good plants - 12 tothehugshd| 12 tothehog-hd| 15 to the hogsh4.
Ditto - - indifferent -| 15 ditto - -| 15 ditto - - | 20 ditto.

Turning trash, early - - 5 to the acre - 5 tothe acre - 5 to the acre.
Ditto - - late - - - 8 ditto - - 8 ditto - - |} 12 ditto.
Ditto - - and moulding -| 12ditto- -| 1i5ditto- - | 18 ditto.

Dropping manure, a basket to
each hole —N.B. The manure
being laid at a convenient dis-
tance - - - - ~| 12 ditto - -| 12 ditto - -| 12 ditto.

Picking up tops (plants) ~ 6 ditto - - 6 ditto - - 8 ditto.   
Whenever the above work is done by the second gang, a quarter additional to be

allowed; and when by the third or children gang, to be nearly doubled.

Close ploughing, three-quarters of an acre per day.
Ploughing cane-holes, one half acre per day.
Moulding ratoons, with a single mould board plough, 1 acre per day.

To make two hogsheads of good sugar, of 40 inches truss hoops, the following labour
will be required; viz.:

3 cane carriers, men == - -

4 green trash carriers, women For a day of 12 hours. The extra 4 hours to
1 feeder to a horizontal mill -| 4, paid in money, or one-third of the labour de-
2 ditto to a vertical ditto == ducted .
3 boilermen, 1 stokerman
3 women to carry dry trash -

A wain with 6 cattle, 2 drivers, and 2 loaders, to bring in a load of canes every three

quarters of an hour within half a mile, supposing the road to be good.

The same to apply in carrying out manure, but to have three loaders. . .

Males in carrying canes or tops, 1 boy or 2 mules, to make a turn In every half hour, in

the distance above stated.

Two stillermen, 1 woodcutter, 1 muleman, with 2 mules, to make a puncheon of rum in

a day, with a retort.

Staves, falling, junking, splitting, and hewing, 100 tu each man.
Heading - ditto - ditto - ditto - 150 ditto.

Shingles - ditto - ditto, hewing and dressing, 120 to each man.

Falling, pitting, and sawing hardwood, §0 feet to a pair of sawyers.
Ditto - ditto, cedar, 60 ditto - - ditto. |

Cutting down, crosscutting, and squaring scantling, 50 feet to each man.

Runnmg stone walls, 6 masons to the chain, say 66 feet, or 11 feet to each man.

N. B.—Stones on the spot, walls of 4 4 feet high, with good base, and capped with

large stones,
154. Mortice
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JAMAICA. Mortice posts, of sweetwood, with g holes, 12 a day
Ditto - - ripemacaw - ditto - 5 ditto \ To each man.
Ditto - - softwood - ditto - 15 ditto

Cooperage, a hogshead a day of any staves, for each cooper.
Ditto - 3 phns.a week - - ditto - ~ ditto.

A cooper to cut out and head up 10 hogsheads, if with boards ; and 6 hogsheads, if with
country heading.

Wains carrying down produce, to travel at the rate of 2 miles an hour.

Peter Gibson. W. Robertson.
Adam Gray. David Laton.
Wm. Hosack. Robert Sproull.
M. F. G. Lemasney. Hy. Mason.
Roger Swire. Geo. B. Vidal.
George Hall. A. J. Schouborg.

 

A Scatr of Work adapted for Coffee Plantations, in the Parish of St. George, drawn

up by practical and experienced Planters, to be performed by effective Apprenticed
Labourers,in a Day of Eight Hours,

Description of Work. Quantity to be Performed.
 

1. Falling an acre of wood-land for coffee: From 25 to go apprentices to an acre of
heavy wood-land; 20 to 30 to an acre of land of a middling description.

2. Burning and cleaning off, fit to line: Twenty-five apprentices to an acre.

3. Lining the ground when cleared off: Ten apprentices to 5 acres in land with a gentle.
declivity; from 4 to § more on steep land.

4. Digging holes and planting coffee: One labourer to plant 100 trees.

§ Cleaning the field after the coffee is 3 months planted, and every subsequent cleaning
when the grass is not heavy: Eight apprentices to an acre, equal to 112 trees at 7 feet
square, or 150 at 6 feet square, and so on in proportion.

6. Cleaning old coffee fields when foul after crop: Ten apprentices to an acre.

7. Picking coffee in a desultory manner at the commencement of crop “ in negro
phraseology one acre”: Half a bushel for each labourer.

8. Picking fall-bearing coffee: From 2 bushels to 24 for each apprentice, the bushel
containing 36 quarts, carrying it to the mill-house.

g. Pulping coffee: Three apprentices will supply the mill and pulp from go to 40 bushels
per hour, with machinery driven by water.

10. Hand-picking good coffee for market: Each apprentice will pick 2 bushels per
day.

11. Hand-picking middling coffee: One and a half bushel to each apprentice,
12. Ditto - - Triage coffee: One bushel.
13. Carrying coffee to market or barquadier: One boy to 2 mules, each mule carrying

from 160 to 200 lbs., travelling at the rate of 3 miles per hour, resting 1 hour at the land-
ing-place, and returning at the rate of 4 miles per hour.

14. Pruning coffee: Opening and cleaning the trees, and pruning light, will take
1 labourer to 40 or 60 trees; 1 apprentice will take off shoots and suckers from 100 to 150
trees after pruning.

15. Manuring an acre of coffee, the manure being laid or carried out to the fields:
Twenty to 25 apprentices will open round the roots, and apply manure to an acre.

Sawing:

Cedar—Fifty feet per day, including falling and pitting.
Mahoe—Fortyfive, y . 8
Bullytree—Ditto.

Splitting Shingles:

Four hands to 800 shingles, 2 sawing the blocks, and ¢ splitting.

R. Baugh. Peter Gibson.
James Baugh. Adam Gray.
Alex. Campbell. James Marwell.
A. J. Schouborg. George Hall.
Robt. Murray. John M‘Craw.
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— No. 30. ~
(No. 211.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 13 November 1837.
As regards the general working of the apprenticeship, we are at present con-

siderably disturbed in some districts by certain obstinate planters and managers,
who will not give up the eight-hours’ system of labour, and the struggle I have
long maintained has now, in some parishes, broken out in open opposition by
planters, and in some instances to open resistance by the apprentices.

Your Lordship will have in recollection the occurrences in St. Thomas in the
Vale immediately after my taking charge of this government. They were all to
be traced, in origin, to the eight-hours’ system, added to a great deal of intem-
perate zeal and partial justice on the part of the special magistrate.

That passed, and St. Thomas in the Vale is now the most industrious parish
in the island, having generally adopted the nine-hours’ system and the voluntary
scale of labour laid down for the mutual interests of planters and labourers.
On general reasoning, it would be presumed that the effects displayed by the

opposite system, that of eight hours, would cause it to be universally abandoned ;
butI was tuo sanguine in this conclusion.

Changes of magistrates, which I lately arranged, where I had the least sus-
picion of the mal-administration of the Abolition Law, the spread of information,
and consequent comparison of treatment by the apprentices themselves, brought
to light more extensive evils of the eight-hours’ system—cruel in its operation,
the labourer has nothing to satisfy him that he is not imposed upon in his time,
for he has nothing to mark it; whereas the nine-hours’ system, prescribed from
sunrise to sunset, would, through most seasons of the year, exclude imposition.
It also gives half Friday, or every alternate whole Friday, for cultivating their
grounds ; but the eight-hours’ system gives but one houraday. Thus, after a
man has devoted all his strength in labour for his master, he goes, exhausted in
frame and spirits, to his own work, and very often at such a distance that night
closes on him before he can commence it. In one instance, a whole gang, com-
plaining of being over-worked under the eight-hours’ system, were directed to
prove it; and the answer was, they were kept out till they “ counted the stars.”

Your Lordship, therefore, will not be surprised at the earnestness with which
I am endeavouring to extinguish this unjust system.

In its consequences, the evil spread into the Manchioneal district, where the
Opposition to my endeavours to put it down had been violently and rudely
opposed by Mr. Panton, Her Majesty’s Advocate-general, who has instituted a
prosecution against Mr. Special Justice Chamberlaine, and who in the House of
Assembly has endeavoured to get up a party against my government, but hitherto
without success.

The same spirit then got up in St. George’s; and I have the honour to annex
a copy of the resolutions come to by a general meeting in that parish; and Man-
chester has also appointed a general meeting for the purpose of maintaining the
same system.

Lord Sligo, who fought stoutly for the Act in Aid, the fifth clause of which
clearly defines the nine-hours’ system, then unfortunately issued a proclamation
making it optional; hence all the mischief.
My course has been, under the advice of the Attorney-general, to direct all

the special magistrates on no account to disturb the eight-hour or any other
system, where the apprentices and masters were working by mutual agreement;
for in crop season, particularly in coffee districts, the eight-hours’ system, giving
more continuous labour, is desirable, and has never been resisted by the la-
bourers, where compensated for in food or wages; but where the apprentices
complained against the eight-hours’ system, the magistrates were ordered to
demand the latest law, that of nine hours, and if resisted, the managers were to
be informed they had my orders not to adjudicate complaints of labour byany

154. other
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other rule. The consequence has been, in some instances, the apprentices have
demanded and taken the half Friday, and I have not allowed them to be

punished for so doing.
I feel all the awkwardness and impolicy of demonstrating to these people a

practical principle of the exercise of their own power, but I had noalternative

against the obstinacy of their superiors; andI feel quite confident I shall ulti-

mately succeed in establishing one uniform system.
Your Lordship will probably see in the papers that we are ina state of open

rebellion, and other insane accusations, usual to men fretting under the loss of

absolute power, and I have therefore taken some pains with this faithful relation
of facts; and the subject is also again brought under the consideration of the
legislature.

I know of no country, except Jamaica, where it has ever been attempted to

carry on agriculture by two opposite systems, as regards the interests of la-

bourers. It can only be maintained by the abuse of power, or a total disregard

of all the stimulants to exertion and industry.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 30.

Court-house, Buff Bay, 13 October 1837.
Art the court-house, at Buff Bay, on the 26th of September last, the following protest was

entered into:

We, the undersigned proprietors and managers of estates in the parish of St. George»
having adopted the eight-hours’ system, according to the recommendation of Lord Sligo, the
late governor, who in his circular to the late custos of this parish, dated 25th August 1835,

states, “ The right of the master to apportion the forty and a half hours’ work (to which he

is entitled) in the five first days of the week does not admit of doubt,” and was pointed out

to the negroes, in his Excellency’s address of the 1st of August 1834, do protest against any

interference on the part of any special justice, for the purpose of altering the eight-hours’

system, which we find best suited to this parish, as nearly half the crops are usually made
after August.

(signed) J. R. Grossett. John Furgie.
H. W. Hadden. Roger Swire.
William Hosack. Robert Baugh.
W. F. G. Lemasney. James Maxwell.
William Robertson. George Helps.
Adam Gray. Alexander Campbell.

St. George’s, 16 September 1837.

And at a meeting held this day at the Court-house, Buff Bay, the following resolutions

were agreed on:

Resolved, !,—That the eight-hour system having been strongly recommended in the first

instance by Lord Sligo, and by the magistrates of this parish, it was adopted, as best suited

to the cultivation, as nearly half the crops are usually made after August, and therefore
ought to be continued to the end of the apprenticeship.

Resolved, 2,—This meeting views with deep regret the illegal attempt of Special-justice

Hewitt to enforce the nine-hours’ system at Spring Garden estate, as a dangerous example

to other properties, where the eight-hours’ system has been long established.

Resolved, 3,—That the Abolition Law clearly gives the proprietor or manager the right to

grant the four and a half hours per week to the apprentices, either daily or during the year,

as best suits the estate; consequently it is the determination of the planters of St. George’s
to maintain their right.

Resolved, 4,--That the above protest and resolutions be published for one week in the

Despatch and Kingston Chronicle.

 

(No. 198.) —No. 31.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 December 1837.

I nave received your Despatch, No, 211, of the 13th November, from which

I regret to learn that some districts in Jamaica were at that time considerably

disturbed, owing to the opposition of some planters and managers to your endea-
yours
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vours to supersede the eight-hours’ system, which experience has proved to be
open to very serious objections, and to be productive of great dissatisfaction
among the apprentices. ‘lhe course which you have adopted with respect to this
subject appears to me to have been dictated by a just view of what was conducive
to the real interests, not of one class only, but of the employers as well as the
apprentices; and I deeply regret that your enlightened and benevolent efforts
should have been so unreasonably opposed by any portion of that class to whom
Her Majesty’s Government have a right to look for co-operation in the equitable
administration of the apprenticeship system. I can conceive nothing more cal-
culated to bring discredit on the whole body than such conduct on the part of
any considerable portion of it. It is an imperative duty on the part of the
executive government to use every legislative method to prevent the injurious
consequences which must result, both to the owners of estates and the appren-
tices, from a perseverance in such conduct. I have already intimated to you in
a former despatch, that Her Majesty’s Government would not hold themselves
bound to enforce the labour of the apprentices for the benefit of the employers
by punishments open to objections which the legislature had the power but
declined to remove. Your refusal to allow of the infliction of any punishment
on apprentices who, under the circumstances stated in your despatch, have de-
manded and taken the half Friday, appears to me to be conceived in the same
spirit and founded on the same principle. I agree with you as to the incon-
venience of demonstrating to the apprenticed population a practical principle of
the exercise of their own power; but I must disclaim, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, all responsibility for this evil, as the course which it is their duty to adopt
has been forced on them by the conduct of other parties, and any other course
would expose the Government to the just reproach of acquiescing in a violation,
on the part of the planters, of the spirit of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.
I have at the same time full confidence in the discretion which you will exercise,
with reference to this subject, in combining, with a firm vindication of the rights
of the apprentices, and a steady opposition to vexatious and oppressive conduet,
every proper precaution for the maintenance of the public tranquillity. It
affords me much satisfaction to know that, notwithstanding the unfavourable
circumstances you have related, you entertain sanguine hopes of ultimate success
in the establishment of a uniform system of labour. In the prosecution of this
object, you have a right to demand the zealous and cordial co-operation of every
gentleman holding office under the Crown. The conduct which you impute to
Mr. Panton. Her Majesty’s Advocate-general, is wholly at variance with this
principle; you describe him as a violent opponent, in a particular district of
the island, of your endeavours to put an end to a system which, in entire con-
currence with the views of Her Majesty’s Government, you consider injurious to
the welfare of a large class of the community. Assuming that no doubt exists
as to the line which Mr. Panton has taken on this occasion, I cannot hesitate to
express my opinion, that he ought no longer to hold the office of which he is
at present in possession. I am aware that it is not one to which any salary is
attached, and that the casual emoluments of it are at present inconsiderable. It
is, however, important that no misconception should exist as to Her Majesty’s
determination to show her displeasure at the conduct of any person who, holding
a commission from the Crown, opposes himself to that policy with respect to
the Negro population which has been strictly enjoined on the representatives of
the Crown in the West Indian colonies, and in the maintenance of which the
character of this country is deeply involved. You will therefore consider your-
self fully authorized to remove Me. Panton from his office, not as a punishment
for the course which he has adopted, but as a proof that the whole influence of
the Crown and of the Government will be resolutely exerted in supporting
those principles of which, in the present instance, he has been an open avowed.
opponent. \

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

154,

JAMAICA,
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JAMAICA.
-——————_— 7

VALUATIONS.

— No. 32.—
(No. 154.)

No. 32. Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, 3 August 1837.
No.1.‘ [| nave the honour to enclose a letter from Mr. Special Justice Fishbourne,

25 July1837.Fisknourne te uit, Tepresenting a very extreme and cruel case of valuation on the services of an
apprentice, named Mary Williams.

hat In its consequences it amounts to a prohibition, and therefore defeats the
Valuation. intention of the abolition law.

ona I have no remedy in my power, but have directed instructions to be given
Movistrates aN. that no board of valuation shall sit in future, in which the members are not
1197; date3 Aug. previously agreed to admit of the usual deduction of one-third for contingencies,

1837. which will at all events save the magistrates’ time.
T have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 32.

(No. 1.)

. Sir, Dover House, St. George’s, 25 July 1837. —

Enclosures in I nave the honour of transmitting a copy of the proceedings which took place at
No, y2. Buff Court-house, relative to the valuation of Mary Williams, an apprentice to Woodstock

estate, in my district. I beg you will be good enough to lay the matter before his Excellency
the Governor, that I may be instructed how to act.
The woman is very desirous of purchasing the remaining term of her apprenticeship, but

she is virtually prevented from doing so, and the object contemplated by the Abolition Act
defeated, in consequence of the very high sum set upon her by the magistrate who acted on
the part of the proprietor.

I have, &c.
, (signed) E. E. Fishbourne,

Richard Hill, Esq., Spanish Town. Special Justice.

 

(No. 2.)

Buff Bay, Court-house, 18 July 1837.
James Maxwell, m. p., Mr. F. G. Lemasney, and Edward E. Fishbourne, Assisting Justices.

Mary Williams, a predial apprenticed labourer, attached to Woodstock estate,
St. George’s; from 25 to 30 years of age; character tolerably good; has had four children,
two now living; health tolerable ; eldest child is about five years old.

William Hosack, proprietor, makes the following statement on oath.

Woodstock estate’s greatfans consists of - 90 able people.
second - ditto- - 47
third + ditto- - 27

164 or say 140 averageable people.

Average number of hogsheads for 1835 and 1836 is 280 hogsheads.
If 140 people : 280 : : 1 : 2—or 2 hogsheads each per annum.

2 hogsheads of sugar, at 501. per hogshead, is equalto~ - £.100 ~
3 yearsatthesame rate - - - = 2° = =

 

 

The
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The net value of an able apprentice on Woodstock estate for three years is 3001.

The rum crop is pu osely excluded, as, heretofore, it has paid all the expenses of the
estate; the sugar, therefore, has been all clear gain.

Valuation.

Mr. F. G. Lemasney, on the part of the owner, at £.80 - — net.
James Maxwell, associating justice, at - + 50 — ~-)251. per annum, with de-
Edward E. Fishbourne, special justice, at - - 50 - ~Jduction of one-third,
The valuation could not be completed.

(signed) . E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.

 

(No. 3.)

Circular, No. 1197.

Sir, The King’s House, 2 August 1837.
In all magistrates’ courts of valuation on apprentices in future, the special magistrate,

before commencing proceedings, is directed to ascertain from the general magistrates
associated with him whether they are agreed to allow a deduction upon the extreme value
of any such apprentices of one-third for contingencies, which has been the principle formerly
adopted, but lately generally denied.

If the associated magistrates will not agree to this just deduction, the court need not
proceed, but the special magistrate will at once report the valuation as inconclusive, and
then give notice to have other magistrates selected who will agree to the usual deduction
for contingencies.

 

I have, &c.

Special Justice. (signed) T. R. Warren, See.

—No, 33.—
(No. 176.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 October 1837.
I HAVE received your despatch, No. 154, of the 3d August, enclosing a letter

-from Mr. Special Justice Fishbourne, relative to the valuation of an apprentice,
named Mary Williams. The amount of the sum fixed by Mr. Lemasney,
and its excess above the valuation, not only of the special magistrate but of
the associated justice, is so great as to raise a strong presumption against
the equity of the assessment; and as I concur with you in the opinion that the
consequences of valuations conducted on sucha principle would be a prohibition
on one of the most important privileges intended to be conferred on the Negroes
during the period of apprenticeship, it is clear that no means within the power
ofthe executive government ought to be left untried in order to prevent the recur-
rence of cases of this description. The instructions contained in your circular of
the 2d August appear calculated to obviate the evil toa certain extent, although
it might still happen, by a continued refusal ofany of the magistrates composing
successive courts of valuation to assent to the required deduction, that the
valuation itself might be postponed for a long period, if not indefinitely, and a
serious wrong thereby inflicted on the apprentice desirous of purchasing the
remaining portion of his apprenticeship. The most efficient remedy appears to
me to be that which was contemplated in my despatch, No. 72, of the 17th
August 1835, to the Marquis of Sligo, with reference to this subject. In the
event, therefore, of a systematic refusal to assent toa fair and equitable principle
of assessment, I am of opinion that you will be fully justified in considering the

magistrate who thus opposes an obstacle to the fair working of the abolition
law as disqualified from the exercise of so important a trust,and I know of no

more cogent ground for removing any gentleman from the commission of the

peace than a deliberate and systematic adherence to a practice which involves
154. a sacrifice

JAMAICA.

No. 33.

Vide Papers rela-
tive to the Abolition
of Slavery, 1836,
Part 3, (1) p. 28.
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Copy, Mullet Hall,
St. George's.

20 December 1837.

Enclosure in
No. 34.
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a sacrifice of the rights of a class of persons who have an especial claim on the

protection of the government. I had hoped that some alteration in the law

with respect to valuations might have been made by the legislature of Jamaica,

in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee of the House of

Commons in 1836 on Negro Apprenticeship. This, however, not having yet been

done, it is the more incumbent on the executive government to secure the adminis-

tration of that law in the hands of gentlemen who have an equal respect for the
rights of the apprentices as for those of their employers. I should be glad to
be informed whether the valuation of the apprentice, Mary Williams, has yet
been completed, and on what terms, or whether she still continues in appren-

ticeship.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 34.—
(No. 5.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 8th January 1838.
In reference to your Lordship’s Despatch, No. 176, of the 31st October last,

I have the honour to transmit herewith the copy of a letter from Mr. Special
Justice Fishbourne, explaining the present circumstances and state of Mary
Williams, an apprentice, whose valuation was not completed.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 34.

Sir, Mullet Hall, St. George’s, 20th December 1837.

In reply to your letter, No. 1430, dated 13th instant, calling upon me to report whether
the valuation of Mary Williams, of Woodstock estate, has yet been concluded on a fair and
equitable consideration of the apprentice’s service, I have the honour to state that no steps
have been taken in the matter since I forwarded my report.

About two weeks after the unconcluded valuation, Mary Williams applied to me for
advice. I recommended her to wait patiently until I should receive a reply to my commu-
nication. Since that period she never spoke to me on the subject, although I frequently
met her on my visits to Woodstock estate.

Ihave been informed by Mr. Hosack, her owner, that a bookkeeper with whom Mary
Williams cohabited, and who it is supposed intended to advance her the necessary money to
purchase her discharge, has left the estate some time since, and he believes she is not now
able, even if desirous ofpurchasing her release. .

Had the valuation been concluded upon fair and reasonable terms in July last, this woman
would, in all probability, be now in possession of unrestricted freedom, which, unfortunately,
from altered circumstances, she is not now likely to obtain.

I have, &c.

(signed) &. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.

Richard Hill, Esq., Assistant Secretary,
The King’s House.
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—No. 35.—
(No. 227.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.B., to

Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 11 December 1837.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an abstract, with corresponding

returns, of all valuations of apprentices, concluded and not concluded, from the
Ist of November 1836 to the 31st day of July last inclusive.

J have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

(Enclosure in No. 35.)

JAMAICA,

 

No. 35.

Abstract,
56 Returns.

Aznstract of the Return of Vatuations, Concluded and Unconcluded, by the Special Magistrates, from the 1st of

November 1836 to the 31st day of July 1837 inclusive.

 

 

     
154.

oe

233 S35
NAME, PARISH. B33 SUM PAID. 228 SUM UNPAID.

B22 gaa
Zor 24>

£. 8s. d. £ sa @
Alley, William H. - - - | Manchester - - ~|- -|- dead.

Armstrong, Richard - - -| Vere - + -— - 4 g9 10 1 7 620 1 =
Bedford, St. John - - ~ | St. David’s - - - 8 233.13 4 6 303 13 4
Baines, Thomas - - - -| St. Thomas-in-the-East - 15 364 16 7 5 190 16 8
Baynes, E.Dacres - - -j] St.John’s - «= = 5 284 10 ~ 4 25716 8
Bell, W. A. - - - -| St. Elizabeth’s - - 44 1,464 6 8 14 477 5 =
Bourne, Stephen - - -| St. Andrew - - - 13 453 - 2 7 265 18 8
Brownson, W. H. - - -| Ditto - - - ~{f- ~{- dismissed.
Carnaby, William - - - {| St. James - - - 15 262 16 4 3 133 11 2
Chamberlaine, Richard, jun. - | St. Thomas-in-the-East - 23 614 16 3 it 499 - 10
Cocking, Ralph - -~ = -|St.James - - = 14 231 7 5%
Crockett, J. M. - - - -{| Ditto - - - - 1 41 - - 6 327 - =
Cooper, R. SS. - - - - | St. Thomas-in-the-Vale - 7 270 12 § 5 145 150 -
Daly, Richard - - + «| St. Andrew - - - 17 505 10 — 5 187 - -
Danson, Hugh - - - -| Manchester - - = - 6 242 1 8 5 186 1 ~
Dawson, J. K.  - - - -]} Clarendon - - - 28 759 1 9 8 457 9 8
Dillon, T.A. - - + =] StAm’s = - - 29 1,284 12 8 8 373 11 7
Daughtrey, John - - -| St. Elizabeth’s - - 24 983 17 - 4 2ag=—- =
Ewart, David =- - - -| St. Thomas-in-the-East - 23 607 15 10 6 391 13 4
Fishbourne, E. E. - - ~- | St.George - - - 14 499 7 5 4 236 2 2
Finlayson, Walter = - - - | St. James = - - + 57 956 = 10 17 688 8 10
Facey, Richard S. - - -| Ditto - - - - 20 §73 13 114 2 29 3 4
Grant, J. W. e - - - | Manchester - - - 15 431 313 11 14 815 - 10

Gurley, J. - - - - -| St.Andrew’s&Manchester 6 igi - - 3 129 3 4

Grege,G. DD. - - - «| Trelawny & St. Thomas- 9 358 7 6 8 429 § 10

in-the-East.
Gordon, George = * - | Clarendon - += - 4 75613 4
Harris, James - - - ~ | St. Elizabeth - - 44 1,271 18 10} 6 278 § 2

Hawkins, Charles - - - | Trelawny - - - 10 227 13 il 598 10 =

Hamilton, Cheney - + -]| Port Royal -  -~ - 14 45413 64 10 379 10 §
Hewitt, William - - - - | St. George’s and Portland 15 480 17 8 1 56 - =

Hill, Richard - - - «| St. Catberne- - + 20 299 0 - 7 335 11 3
Hulme, J. R. - - - - | Hanover - - - 5 109 15 - 2 79 - -

Higgin, G.O. - - = +] St.Catherine- - = 2 59 - = 1 50 —~ =

Kelly, D.W. - - : -| Westmorland - - + 10 298 8 8 10 584.13 4

Kent, Henry - + + =] Port Royal and St. David's ” 923.12 § 6 239 8 3
Lambert,R.S. - - - -| St.Mary's - - - 10 541 19 4 8 275 6 8
Laidlaw, Henry - —- -  -| St. Ann's - =o 38 1,267 12 6 25 957 14 12

Lyon,Edmund B. - + =| St. Thomas-in-the-East & 29 716 10 7 7 293 - =
Trelawny.

Marlton, W.F.- - -  -| St. Mary y - 2. ¢ 50 | 1,406 6 103 17 678 8 5
Macleod, A. N. - - - -| St. Dorothy - -— = 9 487 - -
Matthews, Thomas - - -|{ St. Elizabeth's - - 15 385 - 9 a 139 - =
Moresby, Henry - + ©] Kingston - se 6o 974 2 9 1 aot 16 ¢
Odell, John - + = =] St. James’s, Hanover,and 2 7411 3 2 105 13 2

Westmorland. .
(continued)
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so

‘Sz 333
NAME, PARISH. 233 SUM PAID. 3 3 SUM UNPAID,

35 3 523Zor zp

£. 8. a. £ os. a
Oliver, T. M. - - - Westmorland - - - 2 67 10 =

O'Reilly, Philip - - = Clarendon - -— = 4 12 — = 1 wo

Philp, E. D. - - - Westmorland - - - 26 895 4 8 4 262 11 3
Pryce,Samuel*- - = Trelawny - -— - 46 1,141 4 7 12 547 10 =

Ramsay, William - os St. Catherine - + - 12 236 8 43 3 203 2 —
Rawlinson, Stanley - - St. Ann’s - - - 14 473 10 1 14 651 11. 8

Reynolds, John - - - St. Thomas-in-the-Vale - 19 684 4 9 2 3713 4
Ricketts, 5. R. + - - St. John’s and St. Thomas- 5 245 = = 2 ilo - .

in-the-Vale. .
St. John, Richard - - St.George’s - += -| nil -| - - - 2 35 - -

Thomas, Thomas - St. Thomas-in-the-Vale - 6 176 - = 5 280 — -
Thomas, J.R. - : . Trelawny - - - 52 1,070 16 7 31 826 2 8

Waddington, H. - Partland - - - 9 167 - = 2 122 +
Walsh, H. - - - St. Mary - 5 = 12 395 9 7 9 429 5 7

Welch, A. - - - - St. Andrew’s - - - 9 417 16 2 13 772 17 4
Willis, G. - - - - St. Thomas-in-the-East - 30 1,133 12 -

Woolfrys, John - - . wot. Ann’s - - - 33 1,197 2 3 27 1,303 1 3

1,020 29,499 13 83 405 18,115 11 4

and Captain Brownson, magistrates, dismissed from their commissions in Ap
the paid and unpaid valuations.

   
 

* Hall Pringle; no return as yet received.

This return does not include the valuations by Major Light, Captain Long, and Captain Alley, special justices, who had
died before the foregoing papers were called for; nor does it include the valuations and releases effected by Mr. Lloyd

S. R. Warille, Sec.

Richard Hill, Assistant Secretary
Special Justice Depart.

 

ril last, and whose returns do not distinguish

Return of Vatuations from the 1st of November 1836 to the 31st of July 1837 inclusive.

 

 

 

DATE NAME Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate, Remarks.of . of the . or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . ,
Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice, the Master. if unconcluded.

PARISH OF VERE:
1837: £8. dy £ os. d,

24 June -| Thomas Goulburn| male, non-pradial - | Beecham Cottage} 19 15 -

—_ Ellen Waters - | female, ditto - dito - -/ 1915 -
— C. Johnston - | femaie, predial -{ Harmony Hall -| 41 2 1

— Wm. Morgan -| male, preedial, far- | AshleyHall -|- - -{| 185 = —| --this maniscon-
rier, spayer and sidered a most va-
gelder. . luable apprentice,

- - - i - ~/. thoroughly under-22 July T. Green antes il wat) Moreland -“ o* 89 = =| standingall dis-
. : , eases incidental to

— E. Ellis - - | male, predial, field Dunkleys -|- - - 58 - -| cattle.
— E. Clarke - -| male, non-predial, |Haswell Hill -| 1818 -

servant,

— G. Mills - -| male, preedial, field BeechamCottage| - - - 63 13 4

29 — Jos. Cooper-— = | male, praedial, head dito - -|[- - .«{ 115 + =
constable,sawyer.

— Anne Rickotts +| female, preedial, field ditto - -je - - 53 6 8

m1 E. Brown + - ditto - -| Bowens - -J]- + « g6 1 -

£.} 99 10 1 620 1 =      
 

Richard Armstrong, Special Justice.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 91
 

DATE
of

Valuation.

NAME

Of the Apprentice.

Sex, Class, and Trade
of the

Apprentice.

 

Parisu oF St. TuoMas-1N-THE-EAst, Port-Morant anv Rocky Point District:

From the ist November 1836 to the gist July 1837 inclusive.1836:

1g Nov. -

17 Dec. =

1837:
14 January

21 January
28 January

18 Feb. -

1 April -
6 May -
19 May -

8 July -

15 July -
a2 July -  

Sikee Douglas -
Margaret Arnott -
Fanny Perkins = -
Billy Antilony =-

Charlotte Dismore
Alex. Beckford
Henryeta Coley
Fabia Black -
Aime Beckford
Eliza Shaw -
Mary Bernard
Mary Pinnock
Mary Prince
Saran M‘Courty -
Catherine Gordon
Emily Scott -
Catherine Real -
Fanny M‘Coarty -

s
o

@
£

©
e

8B
Ft

t

Sarah Patterson -
William Nonville -

 

 

female, pr. ap. -
female, non-pr. ap.
female, pr. ap. ~
male, non-pr. ap.

female, non-pr. ap.
male, pr. ap. -
female, non-pr, ap.

ditto - -
female, pr.ap. +
female, non-pr. ap.
female, pr. ap. -
female, non-pr. ap.
female, pr. ap. -
female, non-pr. ap.
female, pr. ap.
ditto - -
ditto - -
ditto - -

ditto - -
- - male preedial un-
attached, head car-
penter and wheel-
wright.

 

Parisn or Sr. Jonny, Guanazoa District:
1837:
4Jan -

28 March
18 April -
2May -

11May -
iJuly -

Sarah Mills ~
Ann Blair -
Jane Cummins
Robert Archer
William Thomas
J. Wilson -
Nicholas Kelly
Mary Therwoval
Sarah Donald

| male, pr. ap.

female, pr. ap.
ditto -

female, pr. un.
male, pr. un.
ditto -
ditto -

female, pr. ap.
female, non-pr.

 2

Panisn or Sr. ANDREW, Winpwarp Disrricr:
1836;

1o Dec. -

1837:
11nJan. +

19 Feb, -

4March .

27 March-

28 March -
12April -

26 April -
22 May .

Ig June -

gJuly -
13 July -  

John Thomson -

Margaret Cameron
Dolly Bell - -
Evelina Whittle -
Rt. March Whittle
Richard Williams -
Esther Shaw -
Amelia Reynolds -
Ann Pinnock .
Susan BKermingham
James Grant -
Mary A. Kirkpatrick
Rachael Simson -
Daniel Joseph = -
James Hinds -
Joseph Stuart -
Robert Whittle -
Frances Whittle -
Elizabeth Gastile -
Joseph Cockburn -
Edward Fishbourne

male, pr., unat. +

fe., n.-pr. hou.-serv.
ditto - +
ditto =

male, pr. att. -
ditto - -

f., n.-pr. c. & h.-ser.
female, pr. att. -
female, non pr. -

ditto, little girl -

female, pr. att.
ditto -

male, pr. att. -
do.,driv. ofain. gang
male, pr. att. -

ditto, and const.
fem., n.-pr.,h.-ser.

ditto - -
male, pr. att. :
male, n.-pr. h.-serv.  

Name of the Estate,
or of

the Master.

Retnal - -

Nutt’s River -
Stoaks-hall -
Mrs. Hoffman -

Montpelier
ditto +

Stoaks-hall
Pera -
Montpelier
Bowden -
Montpelier

ditto -
Stoaks-hall
Lyssons -
Montpelier

ditto -
ditto -

Lyssons_ -

Phillipsfield = -
Mr. Noyse, master

Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid.
Remarks,

if unconcluded.

 

£.

53
30
31
13

20

12
12
16

15
34
8

40
15
42

21
1
A
N
D
?

a) 3°
P
i
p
t
w
o
t

P
r
u
l
L
l
i
p
e
i
t
s

1
c
o
c
o
c
o&

 

 

£. s.

31 10

17 13
17 13
24 r

a
A
a

100

d.

no cause stated.

no cause stated.
ditto.

++ promised to bring
the amount; has not
done so; called with it
yesterday (17th Sept.),
but I was from home.

- - In this case the master offered him
sol. per annum and all his present allowances,
house, grounds, &c.; has declined it, and said
some person would pay the amount.—In no in-
stance have the local magistrates refused to re-
duce the thirds from the valuation.
 

Thos. Baines,

 

  
 

    

Toran - - £. | 364 16 7 | 19016 8 Spec. Justice.

Spring Vale -] 45 - -
ditto - -| 2210 -

Prospect - «| 44 6 8
ditto - -| 73 6 8

Bowerwood -|- -  - 70 7 7 Were not pro-
ditto - */- = =| 70 - = \l vided with funds

Mr, Hogg -{- > + {| 6 3 4Tl sufficient.
Crawle  - ele - -~| 5113 43
Mr. Byles - 9 6 8

Torar -- £.| 284 10 - | 25716 8 FiatJustice

Content - -| 7217 4

Middleton -|- - -| 2011 1

ditto -|- - «ff 169 -
Peter's Rock -{ 25 11 1

dito - -j| 67 8 7
Newton - -j{°- - -| 67 8 7
Claremont -| 23 6 8

Constitution Hill} 53 6 8
Hall’s Prospects | 17 - —
Silver Hill - 8 17.10 ;

ditto - ole - ede - -| -- difference as te

Maryland- -| 3216 8 class.

Content - “js - -1 45 3 4

ditto - -f- ° -} 2613 4

Silver Hill ~le  -¢ -| 3413 4

Mount Lebanon| - - -| 55 - -

Peter's Rock - | 6015 -

ditto - -| 1713 4

Middleton ~| 1613 8

Charlemont -}| 3613 4

ditto +  -{ 20 — = Stephen Bourne,
Toran « - £.| 453 - 2 | 26518 8 Special Justice.  



 

 

 

 

92 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

, T Vane of the Estate, .
pat ® | NAME Sex Catae Trade | Na or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation. | Of the Apprentice. | Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded,

ParisH or St. Davip, YALLAH’s DIstRICT: £. s. d. £. 6% d

16 Jan.1837| Eliza Jaib - -| female, non-pr. -| Holus Valley -| 32 - -
1 Feb. -| Sally Roberts - ditto - - ditto - -| 34 - -

—_ Diana Amett -| female, pr.ap. +| Albion - -| 58 6 8
25 — Mary Henry +| female, non-pr. - | Cocoa Walk -{ 18 = ~
27 — Mary Wright -| female, pr. ap. - |Windsor Forest- | 41 - =
2 March | A. Douglas - -| male, pr.unatt. -| Bloomfield =- - os} 64 = -
10 — N. Forbes - -| male, pr. ap. -|Middleton ote - -| 60 - -

=_ J. Harris: - - | boy, pr. ap. - - | Mount Snai -| 30 ~ -
1 June -| E. Dick - -| female, pr. ap. -| Norris - «|- - ~| 38 = -

_ M. A. Anderson - ditto - «=| Windsor Castle-]- - -|] 42 - +
_— D. Law - -|malepr.unatt. -{|R.Law - -[]- — - -| 5215 -
— Francis Tyrie =~| female, pr. ap. -- | Fair Prospect -|- - -| 46 18 11

y io J. Ruse - -| male, pr. ap., head {| Cocoa Walk -j 102 6 8
coop., carp. & con.

1 July -| H. Wilson -  -| female,non-pr. -{| River Head -|{ 18 - - St. J. Bedford,
Tora - £.| 233 13 4| 30313 4 Spec, Just.

Parisu or St. Exvizasetu District:
2 Nov. 1836] Aaron Johnston -| pr.sawyer - -| Cs. Patrick,decd.| 55 -— —-
8 — Susan Brown -|pro + - - |Mexico - -| 385 - -

—_ Margery Rose = -‘| non-pr. - ditto - -| 20 - =
_— William Reid - | pr. field -| Oxford ~ -|- - sf 3 - =

2 Jan.1837} Frances South  -| non-pr. - - | James South -| 22 10 —
6 — Ellen Berry ~ —- ditto - -| Bagdale - -| 1- -

_— Amelia Lloyd -| pr. - - -]| Elim - -] 38 - -
— Susan Daniel -| non-pr. - -| Two-mile Wood 19 = -
_ Christopher Blake - ditto - -|Lancaster- -j}- - +] 10 = -
_ Providence D. Blake} ditto - - ditto - -|- - - 7~-
_ Thomas D. Blake - ditto - - ditto - -|- - -}| 10 - =
_— Sarah Topping - ditto -  -j| Elim - -| 22 - -
— Ann Mullings - ditto - -|Two-mile Wood ig - -
— William M‘Corkell ditto - - ditto - ~{ 12 -
— Isabella Daly - ditto - - ditto - -{ 22 — —

_— Rosana Daly - ditto - - ditto - -| 2 = =
_— Simon Atkinson - ditto - - ditto - -|° - -{ 10 = =
_ Mary Ann Chambers ditto - - ditto - -|- - -| 1 - -

7 Feb. -| Harriet Andrews - ditto - -| Oxford - ~| Qo =
—_ Susan Taylor - ditto - - ditto - -} @- =
—_— Rosetta Schomberg ditto - «| Mrs. Corf -| 24 - =
~ Mary Clarke - ditto - -| Miss Blair -{| 20 - -

18 March | Edward Carr - | pr.mason = - - | John Hylton +] 9016 8
— James Shaw - - ditto, field - | Heirs Wm. Shaw| 47 10 —
— John Griffith - ditto, carpenter -|William Rowe -| - - -| 90 - —| --hired at his own
— Mary Thompson -| non-pr. - -|Bagdale - +] 22 - = wish.
— Ellen Dunkley =j pr. - - - 1 Mexico - -|- - -]| 5.5 =
_ Rose Ann Williams ditto - - ditto - -|- - “| 35 - =
— ' | Thomas Richards - ditto, field- -| Appleton - “fe - -| 45 - -
—_ Thomas Pennock -| pr. cooper - ~|Two-mile Wood 8&2 - -
—_ Wm. Burt Wright -| ditto, field - -| Est. Miss Burt - | 50 - —-
— Margaret Carr - ditto - -| H. Hutchinson -| - - -| 45 - -

11 April -| Joseph Williams -| pr. carpenter - | Mitcham - -| 75 - -
— Geo. Adams - ditto, field - | Union - -j- - -~| 52 = ~

_— Jane Isaacs - ~ | non-pr. - -| Keynsham -| 15 - -
— Sarah Golburn - ditto - -~| Oxford - -{| 17 10 =
-- Sarah Watson - ditto - - | Windsor - -| 1710 -

g May ~| Flora Smith - - ditto - -| Bagdale - - 19 - ~
— John M‘Cleish = - pr. field - -| Rose’s Valley -| 4410 -
_ Lewis Wright = | non-pr. - - | Barton - -/ 18 - =
~ Thomas Murray ~| pr. field - - | Mrs. Monteith -/ 50 -= —~

6 June -| Eliza Smith - -| non-pr. - -| Oxford - -{| 16 — 4
—_ Edward Stevenson r. Carpenter - | Lancaster - -|- - -j| 49 - =
— Joseph Taylor - ditto, field ~ | Mount Pleasant 50 - -
— Elizabeth Smith - ditto - - ditto - -| 45 - -
— Francis Martin + ditto - -| Brighton - _ -| 50 = —
— Caroline White =| non-pr. - - | Grosmonde -}| 19 - =

3 July -| Amelia Thompson - ditto - - | Harmony Hall -[ 16 - —
— James Stewart —_- | pr. carpenter - dito - -| 63 - -
— Thomas Samms_ - ditto - - ditto « - JO = =
— Robert Williams - ditto, field ~ |Grosmonde -1 45 - -
_ Elizabeth Samuels‘ pr. - - ~| Carrisbrook -|- - 35 - =
— Margaret Dodd - ditto - - ditto - -| 3% = =
— G. W. Dickenson - ditto - -|{ Barton - -{| 48 — ~
—_ KE, A. Farquharson| non-pr. - -| Miss R. Javary - 8 - .
— Frances B. Ewing - ditto - - ditto - - 5 - -
— Rebecca Myers -| pr. ot - - | Belmore Castle - 36 - -
—_ Rachael Blake - ditto - - ditto - -| 40 - - W. A. Bell,

Toran - - £. {1,464 6 8 “475 Spec. Justice. 
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 93

AM Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate,
NAME . of the or of ° Sum Paid, Sum Unpaid. Remarks,

of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded,

Paris oF St. James, CENTRE anD Sza-Sive To Lzzwarp District:

£.d| £ 8 d.
James Davis - | male, non-pr. - | Miss Comft. Hine} 11 18 11
Frances Williams -| female, non-pr. - ditto - ~- g 11 2

Ann Gordon - ditto - - | Miss S. J. Hine 11:38 11
Mary Aitken =—- ditto - 7; St. James’sPark | 10 4 =

Alex. S. Ogilvy -| male, pr. ap. - | Reading Pen -| 13 ~- 8

Ann Parks - - | female, non-pr. -| Irwin - -| 3%e- 4

David Buchanan -| male, pr. ap. -|Reading&Plumb.| 48 -— -
Mary Panther _-j female, pr. ap. -| Bogue - -j| 18 2 6

Rosy W. Lawrence| female, non-pr. -| Mr.John Hine -|- - -| 18 - -

William Henry - } male, non-pr. - | Mrs. Teasdale -! 11 2 3

Helena Holmes ~- | female, non-pr. -| Williamsfield - | 15 § 11
William Sheergold | male, non-pr. - |Claremount 10 4 =

Frances Bird - | female, non-pr. -| Reading - - 916 8

Andrew Wilson -| ma., pr.ap.,carpent' | Guilsbro’ - -|- - -| 811 2

Mary Patterson - female, non-pr. -|Mr. Lumly -} 14 511

Augusta Alison -| female, pr. ap. -|Worcester -| 18 5 5
Silvia Wilson ~ ditto - -|Copse - -| 45 - -
Alexander Ogilvy -| male, pr. ap. -|Reading&Plumb.|- - -| go - =

ToraL - £.}| 262 16 4 | 133 11 2

William Carnaby, Special Justice.

Parisu or St. THomas-1n-TuE-East, MANcnioneAL Distxict:

Clarissa Currie -| female, non-pr. - {| Jane Wright -| 21 2 6
George Russell ~- | male, pr. unattached ditto - -| 40 5 =
Janet M‘Quaig -| female, non-pr. -| Fair Prospect est.| 17 6 8
Robert M‘Farlane | male, pr. ap. - | A.Cameron,esq.|- = - -| 54 7 6
Sarah Phillips -| female, pr.ap. -| Williamsfieldest. | 24 3 4

Thomas Blakely -| male, non-pr., hos-| Spring Valley est.| 31 13 4
pital doctor.

Margery Cousens -| female, non-pr. - ditto - -| 2413 4

Letitia Pringle -| female, pr. ap. - - | HappyGrovepl. | 43 3 4

Allick Ross - —-| male, pr. ap., young| Mulatto Riverest.| 16 2 11

Elizabeth Saunders.; fem., pr. ap., young ditto - - 18 8 9g

Hannah Saunders ~| female, non-pr. - | SpringValley est. 914 7

James Clarke - | male, pr. ap., cooper| Muirtown estate 69 3 4

Christiana Nicholas| female, pr.ap.  -| Elmwood estate 35 - -

J. H. A. Lawrence | male, pr.ap., young| Hartford estate -| - - -| 4 6 8

Thomas Scott - j male, pr., un. -| Kensington plant.}- - -{| 10613 4

Margaret Allwood| female, non-pr. -| Providenceestate| 25 — —
Mary Johnson ~-/ female, pr.ap. -| Windsor Forest-|- = - 50 = —
Thomas Graham -| male, pr. ap. - ditto - -f- = 38 6 8
Cath. Bloomfield -| fem., pr. ap., young| Mulatto River -{| 12 - =
Sarah Hunter -| female, pr. ap. -| Windsor Forest-|- - -| 38 6 8
Sophia Thompson -| fem., pr. ap., young| Hartford estate-}- - o-| 12 — =

Peggy M‘Pherson - | female, non-pr.-|Hector’s River est.| 19 17 6

Richard Murray -| male, pr., un. -| Kensington plant.| - - -| 35 - -

John M‘Nab .|ma.,pr-ap.,carpent® | Happy Grove -|-  - = 60 - -

Christian Kelly -| female, non-pr. -| Egg Hill plant.- | 1413 4

Jessy Bigson -| female, pr. ap. +| Mulatto River -| 2315 —

Richmond Murdock| male, non-pr. -| Betty’s Hope -| 2213 4
Alexander Ross - ditto - - |Mulatto River -| 3613 4

Polly Currie -| female, pr. ap. -| Mulatto Riverest.) 31 6 8

Jasper Farmer -| male, pr.ap., young| Staining estate - | 12 — —

Susan King - -| female, pr. ap. -|Egg Hill plant. -| - - -| 45 - 7

Mary Wedderburn ditto - - | Williamsfield -| - - -1 45 - =

Elizabeth Eatson -| female, non-pr. -| Rural Vale estate i8 - =

Thomas Fisher -| male, pr. ap. - | Grange Hill Pen | 48 - -

ToraL - £.| 61416 3 | 499 - 10

154.

   
    

R, Chamberlaine, Jun., Special Justice.



  

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

94 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

ATT. s de ame of the Estate,
pal& NAME Sem Ce be "a N or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,
Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded.

J Winpwarp District:
185 ; ames, £. 0s. a, £ os. d,

25 Jan. -| Catherine Scott -| female, non-pr. - | Leoganestate -{ 20 -— -
1 March| Elizabeth Ferguson ditto - ¢ | Cananestate -| 17 - =
_ David Mills - —-- | male, non-pr. - dito - -/ 17 - —

1 April -| Mary A. Anderson| female, non-pr. -| Chatbam estate 1715 7
143° — Ann Campbell = - ditto - +| Content estate -| 17 4 2

41 May -| KatealiasCatherine| ditto - -1 Dunfriesestate-}| 10 - -
_ Pitt - =  -/| male, pr. ap. - ditto - -! 1910 =
_ CuffualiasJ.Dunston| ditto - - ditto - -| 17 6 8

1 June - | Charles Hardeman j male, carpenter -| Cananestate -| 41 6 9g
_ Ann Wiggin -| female, non-pr. -| Spot Valley == 413 4
— Bessy Anderson -j; female, pr. ap. == dito - -{ 1213 4
—_ Judyalias P.Barrett; ditto - ditto - -| 1213 4

1 July -| Sarah Ross - ~~| female, non-pr.. -|Chatham estate 14 8 103
— Mary M‘Farlane - ditto - - | Adelphi estate -| 10 5 & R. Cuchi

TotaL - £. | 23117 53 5 eens
Sp. Magistrate.

PanisH OF St. THoMAs-1N-THE-VaLE, WINDWARD District:
1836:

1Nov. -| Henry Paterson -| male, pr. un. -| Edward Clouston | 63 — =
2% — Robert Shand ~~ '| m.,n-p., hothousem.| Bybrook estate -| - “| 40 = =
3 Dec. -| Mary Ann Birkett -| female, pr.ap.  -| Alex. Hunter - -1 4615 -
1837:

17Feb, -|Alex. M-Donald -| male, pr.ap., carp' | Hoghole - “-[-  - +f 59 = =
— Arch. Sutherland - | male, non-pr. - ditto - +| 20 — =

11 March| Alexander Green -| male, pv, ap. -| Bybrook - -|] §1 - -
21 April -|James Reid - —-| male, pr. un. -| John Munro -[-  - -|- - +--+ Associate jus-

—_ William Dobney -| male, pr. ap., carp' | Springfield -| 50 —- = tices insisting on
— Sarah Dobney -| female, non-pr. -| ditto - -/| 1613 4 too high a sum.
— Frances James -| ditto - =| Mount Mathews | 1613 4
_ Rosa Richards - ditto - -| Mount Industry | - — - -{* + «| ++ Refused to de-

19 May - | Phillis Francis -| female, pr. ap. - |Mount Concord 53 5 9 duct one-third.
Toran - £.| 27012 § | 14515 —| R. S. Cooper,

Sp. Magistrate.

geaeisH oF St. James, Maroon Town:
1837:

2 March | Thomas Bernard ~j male, pr., carpenter | Bandon - -|- - -| 59 -— — |one-thirddeducted.
~ George Gray ~| male, pr., field ap. | Flamstead -{[-  -* 1 39 - = ditto.

27 April - | James Currie - | male, non-pr. ~| Castle Weemyss |= -°- -} 15 - = ditto.
— Irene Nailson = -| female, non pr. - dito - -{- - -| 18 - = ditto,

14 June -| James Taylor -| m.,pr., carp’& coop’ | Spring Mount -| - - -| 98 - - ditto.
_ Jerry Carrol - {ma.,pr.,carp'&mason|’Content - -/|= - -; 98 -— - ditto.

§ July -| Robert M‘Kinelay| male, pr., carpenter;} Twyford - -| 41 - -~ |- - = ditto.

not healthy. Toran - £.] 41 - - | 327 - -| J. M. Crockett,
Special Justice:

Pants or St. Anprew's, Centra DistRICT:
From 3d March to 31st July 1837 inclusive.

1837:
7 March| Elizabeth Hugate -| fem., n.-p., hd.cook|MissGreen’stavn.| 50 - —| - one-third deducted.
4 April -| Jane Taylor +| female. pr. ap. Hall’s Delight -| 56 ~ - |= =~ = ditto.

nl Ann Inch - =| female, invalid -| George Pain - -10 -
— Margaret Jackson | female,pr.ap.  - Stirling Castle -| 32 -- - - - ditto.
— Judy Tate - -| female, non-pr. -|Hopeestate -| 16 - - |- - - ditto.

a May -| Johan Williams ~- | female pr.ap. -| Sarah Fraser -| 20 —- —~ |- - - ditto.
— William Armstrong male, pr., carpenter Maverley - -l[- - -~| 77 - -~~ William Seward -| male, pr., ap. - | William Conoly 45 - = - - ditto.— John Hume - -| male, non-pr. - | Hopeestate -j| 20 ~ — j- - - ditto.

33 — Hanna Christian -| female, pr.ap. -| Spring estate -| 45 - - |- - - ditto.— Thomas Moody ~- | male, pr. ap. - | James Cockburn| - - -| 20 ~ =
_ Susan Moody -| female, pr.ap. -| - - - |[- - - 5 -
_ Louisa Mattic - | ditto - -| Mattic Pen -|- - -| 40 = -
—_ Eliza Taylor -| female, non-pr.  - Hope estate -| 16 = = | - - - ditto.
— Judy Barnet - i female, pr.ap. + ditto - -| 50 -~ = |= - - ditto.

27 Jane + |Mary Gordon - ditto - -| Cedar Valley -| 30 - — [- - - ditto.
4 July -| Ann ‘Trueman - ditto - «| Mre.A.MKenziel 30 - =- |- ~~ = ditto.

~~ George ‘T. Rud -| male, non-pr. - ditto - -| lo - = f- - - ditto.
a5 —~ Eleeror Baugh -| female, pr.ap. =| Hall’s Prospect- | 40 ~ - |- - - ditto.

oe Thetras KE. East -7 male, non-pr. - | Rose Mount -| 25 ~- - |- - - ditto.
— Abre’iam Hughes - ditto - ditto - -{| 20 ~ |e - - ditto.
_ Thomas Dillon -| male, pr. ap. ° ditto - -}e - °| 45 - =

Tora, - £./ 505 10 - | 187 -— = R. Daly,        Special Justice.
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DATE NAME Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate,
of . of the or of . . Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice, the Master, Sum Paid. Sam Unpaid, if unconctuded

Paris or St. AnDREW’'s, CentRaL District:
From the 1st August to the 30th September 1837 inclusive.

£. s. d. £ os d,
1837:

1 Aug. Agnes Marks ~ | female, non-pr. -1|J.R. Bryce -| 21 6 8 |- - 5
— Jane Gilmore - ditto - -| T. Dasiloa -| 16 —~ — |. - :
— James Webster ~| male, non-pr. - ditto . -| yo - - Je . :
—_ Cecelia Edwards -| female, non-pr.  - dito - -/| 16--[- .« .

wo Jane M‘Farlane - ditto cn - - 168i. . .
— James Daly- ==| non-pr., h¢ carpentr | Cherry Garden -|- - -| 80 — ~
— Sarah Syms - - | fe. pr., washerwoman} Dr. C. Campbell| - - -| 40 — .
~_ Jeanet Waller —-| fe. pr., occasional - |Mrs. Arrow Smith| - - -| 45 - -
— Nat. Marsden -| male,pr. - -j; Salisbury Plan-}| 16 - - |- -  «
_— Edward Campbell - | male, non-pr. - | D. Duncan -|- - -l 318 - -
2 James M‘Leod -| male, pr. = - - | Cedar Valley -| - - -| 50 = =
— William Mattis +| male, non-pr. - ditto - -| 20 -« = fe - -
— Julia Clifford - | female, non-pr. -| John King -} 18 — —~ |e - -
_ M. A. Dawkins - ditto - +] Hall’s Prospect-| 95 ~ — |-+ + -

99 — Alexander Gill -| male, pr. - -| D. Cooper -{- - -| 64 - -
— William Spence - ditto - - | Miss Asher -j- - -| 50 - = 3 deducted.
— Edward Young ~- | male, non-pr. -| Mr. Kerr - - 5 ~ - |e - -
— John Young - ditto - - ditto - - 8 - ~ |e - -
_ James Caffrey - ditto - - ditto - -|- - -} 10 = —
_- Mary Vernon -| female, non-pr.  - ditto +  « 8 ~ —~|l- -  -
_- Mary Ann Vernon ditto - 8 ditto - -]- -  - 8 ~ -
_- Henry Brown -|male,pr. - -| William Rose -| 36 ~ - |- =~ =
— Mary Curtis - + | female, non-pr. -j) Mr. Kerr - -]| 12 —- ~~ [- - -
— Betsy Curtis - - ditto - - ditto - ~| a1 - =~ j- - -

_ Mary Gardiner - ditto - ditto - -|- - -| 1% = -
_ William Thomas -| male,pr. - -{| Miss Baker -| go - = {- + =

5 Sept. Edward Bryant -| male, non-pr. -| Maverly - -/- - -| 25 = =
— William Fuller -| non-pr., carpenter | James Sadler -| 45 ~ - f[- = =
—_ Sophia Rackland ~-| female, pr. - -| Hopeestate -| 95 - - |- - -

12 Sept. Thomas Hunt — -| male, non-pr. -| Amy AnnHall-j}.2.0 - -!| 32 - -
— Eliza Thomas - | female, pr. ap. -| Cedar Valley -| go - - |- - -#

£.1 304 3 4 |437 - -

R. Daly, Special Justice.

Parisu or Mancuester, District CoLontzs.
wom the 1st November 1836 to the 31st July 1837 inclusive.

1837:
6 April - | A. Copeland - |-male, pr., sawyer -| Huntley - -{ 5717 3
10 June -| Sarah Richards -| female, pr. ap. -| Medina - ef- - | 45 - -
_ Richard Tomlinson| male, pr., sawyer - |Huntley - -| 68 - =
_ Richard Frith —-| male, pr., cooper -|Maidstone -|-  - -| 60 = -
—_ Mary Frith - =+| female, pr. - =- dito - -[-2 - -}] 44 - =
—_ M. Colliard - -| female, non-pr. - ditto - -[- - -| 2013 -
— [Sarah Blake- -| ditto - -| ditto - -/- - -| 9 8 -

7 — Eliza Rose - - ditto - -| Marshall’s Pen - 5- =

_ M. Swaby - - | female, pr. - -| Spur Tree -} 38 4 -
8 July -! William Gauntlet -| male, pr. ap. -| Wickwar - -{ 4716 -

22 Sarah Bowen - | female, non-pr. ap.| Fairfield - -| 15 4 5

£.| 242 1 8 186 1 -

H. W. Danson, Special Justice.

PAnisH or St. Ann’s, LEewarp District:
1836:

2 Nov. -| William Clark = - | male. pr., carpenter | Devon | 34 8 4
— Frances Davis -| fercale, pr. ap. - | Garden Hall -/} 54 12 6
—_ William Webb ~~| male, pr., carpenter } Southampton -; 47 15 11

10 Dec. -| William Cole -| male, pr. ap. -| Caledonia -|- - -{ 43 - -

— Thomas Wood -{ male, pr., cooper -| Cave Valley -| 7113 4
_ Robert Dixon = + ditto - - ditto - -| 59 14 2
_ Job Dale - - |male, pr., carpenter; Deven + -/ 7113 4

11 Mar.1837, Henry Sharpe _—-| male, pr. ap. -| Cave River -| 37 6 8
— Francis Gordon -| male, non-pr. ap. - | Alexandria -| 21 6 8
—_ William Palmer -| male, pr. ap. -; Devon = -| 52 4 52
_ James Oliver - ditto - - | Clydesdale -“j- - -| 52 5 63

_ Henry Wallace - ditto - - | Southampton -| 50 12 6
~ | John'Williams -| ditto - -/St.Acre- -| 53 6 8      
154. (continued)



 

 

 
 

96 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

wT Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate,

met. NAME . of the or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid.
Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master.

Parisu oF St. Awn’s, LeEwarp District—continueds £s6da £sd
1847: - & a ; .

8 Apa -|Thomas Johnston -| male, pr., cooper -| Darlington -| 6317 6
— Mary Ann Paterson |. male, pr. ap. -| Muir House -| g0 - -
— Judy Waters -| female, non-pr. -| Boro’ Bridge -{ 22 4 §}
_ Eliza West - -| female, pr. ap. -| Alexandria -| 4613 4
_ Thomas Linton -| male, pr. ap. -| Scarbro’ - -| 33 2 6
_ Richard Christie - ditto - +1 Doncaster ~| 565 6 8
— Robert Brown + ditto - - | Southampton -| - - -| 4715 63
_ James M‘Leod = +| male, pr. ap. -| Armidale - -~| 1512 6
—_ Elizabeth Gordon -| female, pr. ap. -| Kensington -| 42 4 5}
_— Letitia Brown - ditto -  «+| Knutsford -| 53 1 8
—_— Sarah Posey - ditto - - | Boro’ Bridge -| 48 6 8
— Rosey James - ditto - -| Devon - -} 39 6 8

13 May -j Amelia Scott -| female, non-pr. -| Hyde Park -{ 131311
— Eliza Sharpe - ditto - ©! Cave River -{| 1617 gt
— Elizabeth Kenneday| ditto -  -| Bell View -/ 1818 8
_ Henry Clarke —_-| male, pr. ap. -| Cave Valley -{|- - -| 62 + 7
— David Dale- — - ditto - ~| Devon - -|- = -| 37 8 8
— John Reid - | male, pr., carpenter| Boro’ Bridge -{ 6917 4
— Francis Johnston - ditto - -| Southampton +-{ 8215 -
_ Margaret Waters -| female, pr. ap. -| Ballantoy - -| 40 - =

17 June -| Mary Eliza Nash -| female, non-pr. -{ Esling + -| 18 - =
8 July -| Samuel Rose - | male, pr. ap. - | Cave Valley -/| - - -| 5410 =

—_ James Dawson - ditto - - ditto - -j- - 4418 4
30 Sarah Campbell -| female, pr.ap. -{| Muir House -j|- = - 31 12 12

Tota - - £./1,284 12 8 | 37311 7       
All valuations before the undersigned are, and have been invariably, conducted on the principle of deducting one-third ; it

is not unusual for apprentices to remain one, three, five, and six months on the estates after the value of their services have
been estimated, when a proportionate moiety is always deducted from the original sum awarded. It is quite probable, that all
these in the unpaid column, will have received their manumission before these remarks reach England.

T. A. Dillon, 8. J. P.
  

 

Parisn or Ciarenpoy, Lower District:

1836:
24 Dec. -| Charles Reid -| male,, pr., field lab, |J.S.Johnson,small}- - -+| 4613 4

1897: settler.

21 Jan. -| Mary Anne Bravo- | fem., pr., field lab. | Sunbury plant. -| 63 -— -
—_ Henry Hayle -| male, non-pr., dom.| Parnassus su.est./ 33 18 —

18 Feb. - | Anne Johnson -| fem., non pr., dom. | Whitney ditto -| 28 — -
— Fanny Harris -| fem., pr., field lab. |Richmond Park pl} g0 - -
_ Mary M‘Donald - ditto - -| Whitney sug.est.| 4213 4

22 — Isabella Herring - ditto - - ditto - -{ 16 - -
4 March | Charles Kemble -| male, non-pr.,dom.| Pastures Pen -j| 24 — —
— Elsie Hayle - —-| fem., pr., field Jab. |Parnassus su.est.| 17 - —-
— Alexander M‘Lean| male, pr., field lab. | Stewarton plant. | 54 - —

18 — Elizabeth Frances| fem., pr., field lab. | York Pen - -[- - -| 63 - -
— Thomas Brown =| male, pr., ficld lab. |Green Park sett. | 65 = -

a April - |Mary Anne Williams) fem., non-pr., dom. |PasturesPen -] 15 — =
_ Elizabeth Smith - ditto - ditto - -J{- - -| 3413 4
_ Jane Edwards - ditto - - ditto - -{ 3413 4
_ Thomas Gale -| male, pr., head con. ditto - -| 64 - -
— John Salmon - | male, pr., field lab. ditto - -|- - -{ 64 - -

_— Frances Turner -; fem., pr., field lab. ditto - -|- - -| 32 11 10
— John Foxan - - {| male, pr., carpenter| Folly Pen -j- - “1 95 11 2
— Sarah Williams -| fem., pr., field Jab. ditto « -|- - - 64- ~
_— Elizabeth ‘Lhomas ditto - =| Smoky Holesett. | 38 6 8

wo Jannet Hamilton -| fem.,non-pr., dom.|Clarendon Parkes.| 14 - -
—_ Charles Morgan ~- | male, pr., field lab. |Parnassus sug. est.|) 18 - —
_ Robert Morgan - ditto - dito - -{ 14 - -

20 May -| Mary Smith- -| fem., pr., field lab.| St. Toolie’s su.es.} 21 12 11
_ Malina Thomas - | fem., non-pr., dom. | Parnassus ditto -| 10 2 1
—_— Henry Scott - | m.,n.-pr., stable boy Clarendon Parkdo| 1213 9
— Catherine James -} fem., non-pr., dom,| Rutland sett. - 8 - -

3 June Frances Brown -| fem., pr., field Jab. | Halse Hall su. es.| - - -| 57 = ~
1 July John Shand - -| male, non-pr., dom.| St. Toolie’s ditto) 10 7 6

—_ Letitia Pinnock -| fem., non-pr., dom.|Smoky Hole sett. 7 --
—_ Thomas Wood ~~| male, non-pr., dom, |ClarendonParks.e| 10 7 6
— Jane Nimbhard -| fem., non-pr., dom. |Whitney sug. est. | 20 10 —
_ Robert Johnson -| male,pr., watchman ditto - ~| 40 - -

15 -~ Dolly Bryant -| f., pr., fowlhouse at. |Parnassus ditto-| 15 13 4
_ Sarah Cole - -| fem., non-pr., dom.{ Bellemont Pen - 1013 4

£.|759 1 9 [457 9 8       
Jas. Kennet Dawson, Special Justice.
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DATE NAME Sex, Clase, and Trade | Name of the Estate, | Remarks

of the or 0! : . y

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if unconcluded,

_—_

PanisH oF Sr. EvizaBetu’s, Lezewarp Disrricr|:

1836: £. os. d. .

5 Nov. - | John Watson ~| male, pr. ap. -{ Lecana - -| 40 - - fad

— Amelia Holness -| female, non-pr. -| Giddy Hall -{ 14 - +
uw- Sarah Miller -| ditto - -| Spring Vale -]| 14 - =
12 — George Forbes -| male, pr. ap. -| Thatchfeld -| 32 - «=
— Eliza Daly - - | female, pr.un. -| Emans - -j 28 — -

1837: .

16 Feb. -|James Campbell -| male, non-pr. -]| Holland - -| 24 - -
24 — Ann Brown - -| female, pr. un. — -| Whitehall -| $34 3 4

2 Mar. -| John Shakespeare -| male, pr. ap. - |Woodlands -| 6510 -

_ John Steward - | male, non-pr. -| Ipswich - -| 34 - - 34 -
_ Eliza Simms - | female, pr. ap. -| Y.S. - -| 4510 =
— Julian - - ditto - - ditto - ~| 34 - =

8 April -|William Smalling - | male, pr. un. - | Miss Allen -| 53 7 -

—_ Richard Bailey -| male, pr. ap. -| Mr. Dobb -| 8 -— -
16 — Rachel Thompson| female, non-pr. +| Miss Delaroche-{ 25 - —

22 Ann Hewitt -| female, pr. ap. -]| Y.S. - -1| 397 - -

— Thomas Hind ~-|ma.,pr.ap.carpenter! ditto - -]| 71 - - ylL- =

—_ Mary Prince -| female, pr.ap. -| ditto - -{| 30 - ~
— Charles Bowen -| male, pr. ap. -{ ditto - -{ 48 - = 48 - -

29 — Adam Smith - ditto - -| Cottage - -{| §210 -
26 May -| RobertWoodstock ditto - -~| Y.S. -| 60 ~- ~ 60 - -

— Rosy Smith - +| female, pr.ap. -| Ipswich - -{| 47 - -
27 Felicia Gale - | female, pr. un, - |Whitehall «| 47 - ~
3 June -| Alicia Gale - - ditto - - ditto ~ -| 45 - -

— James Cooper _-| male, pr. un. - ditto - -| 60 - -

wm James Smith -| male, pr.ap.,cooper| Holland - -{ 58 - -
31 July -| John Wallace -| male, pr, un. - | Whitehall -| 5813 4

— George Williams - ditto - - ditto - -| 4810 -

_ Bonella White = - ditto - ditto - -| 4213 4

£.| 983 17 - |213 - =

John Daughtrey, ‘3 M.

Parisy or St. Toomas 1n THE East, AND Sr. Davip’s District:

1836:
19 Nov. ~| Ellen Browne -| female, pr. ap. -| Cha. Scott, esq. | 39 - -—

26 — Ann Francis -| female, non-pr. - | Spring Field -{ 16 -. =
_ Robert Paterson -| male, non-pr. - ditto - -| 12 -— -

3 Dec. -| Henrietta Drake -| female, pr., un. -| Stony Gut.

10 — Eliza Williams - | female, non-pr. - {| Mr. Langstone - | 10 - —

— Grace Winter - ditto - - | John Martin, esq.| 18 12 6

ay — Amelia Jacobs - ditto - «| Shady Spring -| 23 10 -

1 837 3

28 Jan, -| Alick Donaldson -| male, pr. un. - | ProspectPen - {| 40 - —
_ Christian Tarbutt - | female, pr. un. = - ditto 40 - -

_ Charles Noyes _-| ma.,n.-p., carpenter |G. Fitzgerald, carp.| 35 —- ~

11 Feb. -| Beckford Donaldson] male, pr. un. -| Prospect Pen -}| 46 - -

_ Ann Reid - -| female, non-pr. -| Coughton Hall -| 16 - -

_ Ellen M‘Kay - ditto - - | Middleton -| ww - =

- Maria Thompson -| female, pr. - - | Prospect Pen -

25 — Charles Hill + | male, pr. un. - |Middleton -| sO = =
18 Mar. - | Fanny Seaton -| female, non-pr. -| Miss Moore -| 16 - -

25 — James M‘Queen -| ma.,n.-p., carpenter| John Martin,esq.| 27 —- —

_ George Bennet - ditto - ditto - -| 27 - -

1 April - | Christian Johnson -| female, pr. ap. -| Georgia - -) 45 - -
— Margaret Taylor - ditto - + ditto - -| 35 - 7

_ Mary Panton = + ditto - -| Mount Pleasant |- - <j] 40 - =

32 — Sarah Forbes - ditto - - | Green Wall -{ 32:13 4

_ Caroline Scott -| female, non-pr. -|Charles Scott,esq.-} 20 - —

6 May -| Henry Bartlett -} male, pr. ap.,head- | Morant - -|- = - -{| 120 - -

cooper.
_- Fanny Napier -| female, non-pr. -{ ditto - =| 20 -— —

3 o— Jane Watson - | female, pr. ap. -| Belvidere - -|- -| 3113 4

3 June -| George Napier -| male, non-pr. -| Spring Field - {| 10 - —

15 July -| Margaret Reid -} female, non-pr. -| |iugh Paterson - 3 = -

- Tony - - -| male, pr. un. - ] Prospect Pen -| - - -| 80 - -

_- Binor Donaldson -| female, pr. un. - ditto - -|e - -| 60 - -

_ Cicilia Fisher- -| female, pr. - = dito - -j- - -{ 6 - -

Total - - £.| 607 15 10 | 391 13 4

154.

        
David Ewart, Special Justice,
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At , Class, an le Name of the Estate,
os NAME Sen Cae orof SumPaid. | SumUnpaid. Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice, Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded.

Panisx oF Sr. James, Montre.rir, District: £Z ss dl £ «8 d.

1836:
5 Nov. +] Ellen Clif - - | female, non-pr. -|Montpelier -| 1813 4
19 — ~-| James Geddes -| male, pr. - - same - -| 21 = =
30 == -j| Rich. Warren  -| male, pr., carpenter same + -| 973 6 8
6 Dec. -| Cath. Medley =| female, pr. « - |Mrs. Murray -| 39 °4 4

1897:
3 Jan. -{ Marg. Belfour -| female, non-pr. -| Sarah Williams- | 11 8 83

28 -—- -| Sarah Scott - -| female,pr. - -| Hazelymph -{ 37 -— =
18 Mar. -| Thos. Hedley =- | male, non-pr. -| Charlotte Dodd} 20 g 8
— Sam. Johnson -| male, pr. - - | Cinnamon Hill -| 55 11 2
_ Wm. Anderson -| male,pr.,blacksmith| Lethie estate -| a2 - -

23 — -{| Ann Thomas -| female, non-pr. -| Ginger Hill -| 34 — -
25 — «| Ann Small -  -| female, pr. - - | Potosy estate +]. 15 11 1
28 — -| Wm. Scott - +] male, pr. - -| Rose Hall -| 55 11 2
8 April -| Eliza Hackett +| female, non-pr. -| Roehampton -| 13 - -
_ Eliza Thompson - ditto - «| Roehampton - 5 3 32

9 _-- -| George Scarlett +] male, pr. + -| Scarlettfiedd -/ 26 — ~
20 May -j Jane M‘Donald -| female, pr. - -| Roehampton -| 1213 4

_ Amelia Reid -| female, non-pr. - | Miss Dodd -j] 21 15 10
23 — -| Mary Strachan - ditto -~ -|MissDodd -| 2719 2
10 June - | Wm. Johnson -j|male,pr. - -| Montpelier -! 5217 5
14 — -/| Rich, Robinson ~-} male,n.-pr.,carpen. |Jane Hamer -}|- = -]| 2210 ~
1§ — -| Eliza Murray -| female, non-pr. - |Roehampton -{ 10 8 11
18 — -| Charlotte Tucker - ditto - -|Miss Dodd -[- - - 613 4

£.| 673 13 118 | 99 3 4

R. B. Facey,

 

Paris or Sr. James, Town or Monteco Bay,

1836;
5 Nov.

16 —

19 —

33 —

26 —

3 Dec.

10 —

21 —

28 —

1837:
14 Jan.

25 =

28 —  
Rosina Green -

Caroline Green -

David Clegham_ -

Elizabeth Green -

Condace Bowling -
Benella Bowen = -

Rosina Jacobs -

Jane Perry - -

Arch. Parkinson -
Annie Cunningham
Joseph Riddock -

John Lockwood -

David Panther -

Maria Panther «
Jane Wetzler -

Mary Lyon - = -

AnnieLyon- = -

Ann Beckford = -

Jane Appleton = -

Eliza Shergold-

Mary Melvin -{ 
female, pr.ap. =

female, non-pr. -

male, non-pr. =-

female, pr. ap. -

ditto - -
female, non-pr..  -

ditto -

ditto -

male, pr. ap. -
female, non-pr.
male, non-pr,

male, non-pr., baker

male, pr. ap. -

female, pr. ap. =
female, non-pr. -

ditto - -

” ditto =

female, pr.un. = -

female, non-pr.  -

ditto -

ditto - -

Hon. S.M. Barrett,
Cinnamon Hill.

Miss _ Rattrens,
Montego Bay.

Mr. Anderson,
Flower Hill,

Hon. S.M. Barrett,
Cinnamon Hill.

ditto -
Mr. Bowen, Salt-
spring Pen.

Miss M'‘Lean,
Montego Bay.

Miss =Coveny,
Montego Bay.

Mr. Barrett, Sprin
Mr.Allwood, Albion
Mr. Solomons,
Montego Bay.

Mrs. Deliper,
Montego Bay.

.Mr. Defell, Salt-
spring.

+ - ditto -
Mr. Solomons,
Montego Bay.

Mr. Dewar, Para-
dise Pen.

ditto -

Mrs. Teasdale,
Rose Hill.

Miss Sill, Provi-
dence,

Mrs. Ogle, Mon-
tego Bay.

Miss Watson,
Montego Bay.   

9

14

17

24

19

22

20

18

21

16

8 15

8 13

Special Justice.

 

10

1

-f| 16 18 11

7

2

9

8

-| 18 6 8
-| 19 § 2

-{ 3717 4

-1 60 14 10

-| 46 6 8

11

-| 18 § 11

8

7

4

AND Sea-s1pE Estates ro WinpwarpD DISTRICT :
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DATE
of

Valuation.

PaRIsH

1837:
38 — -

1 Feb. -

4—--

Nno- -

1 o— -

4 Mar. -

W— -

1 April -

g— -

5%3o— =

2 —~ +

29 — -

6 May -

13 — «

25 oe

gJune -  
1540

Sex, Class, and Trade

 

  tego Bay.    

5 Name of the Estate,
NAME . of the or of ate Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. Remarks,

of the Apprentice. Appreatice, the Master. if unconcluded,

oF St. James, Town or Monteco Bay, &¢c.—continued. & ss 2] £ ss. d.

Mary Merit + _—-| female, non-pr. - |Hon.S.M.Barrett,} 19 = ~
Cinnamon Hill,

Maria F. Bernard ditto - »-|Mrs. Bernard] 15 - -
Montego Bay.

Helen Stevenson - ditto - -| Miss _—_Rickotts, 8 - -
Montego Bay.

Robert Greig - | male, non-pr. -|- - ditto -}| 1016 8
James Hill - -| male, pr. un. -|Mrs. Downer,| 32 13 4

Montego Bay.
Ann Melvin - -| female, non-pr. =| Miss Watson, 610 =

Montego Bay.
William Shirley - | male, pr. ap. - |Hon.S.M.Barrett,} 48 8 4

Cinnamon Gill,
Annie- -  -{ female,non-pr. ~-} Mr, Pulias, Mon-|- = - 4°71

tego Bay.
Sarah Marklaw - ditto - - | Mr. Hall, Tryall-| 15 2 3
Elithia James - | female, pr. ap. - |Hon.S.M. Barrett,}. 22 15 7

Cinnamon Hill.
Elizabeth Griffiths ditto. - =| Miss Sill, Provi-]}- ~- 36 3 4

dence.
Ant. Mowbray =~|male,non-pr.,mason|Mr. Plummer,| 60 § 7

Montego Bay.
James Norman -| male, non-pr. =~| Miss Sill, Provi-] 15 2

dence.
James Hill - - | male, pr., carpenter} Mr. Lawrence,| - “ 106 13 4

Running Gut.
James Anderson -| male, non-pr. -|Miss Samuels,|- = - g1 6 «=

Montego Bay.
Francis Watson - ditto - «|Miss Watson,] 15 2 3

Montego Bay.
Rebecca Thomas -| female, non-pr. -|Miss Laird, Mon-| 15 2 3

tego Bay.
Sarah Bird - - ditto - »°|Mr. Buchanan,; 8 g 5

Redding.
Rosy Campbell -| female, pr.ap. -j|Mr. Lawrence,| 32 14 2

Running Gut.
James Popkins ~| male, non-pr. - |Mr.Dunn, Lilliput} 15 4 7
Mary Ann Crooks| female,non-pr. ~| HeirsofMissDun-| 18 6 8

das, Montego Bay.
Sarah Mowat - ditto - «| Mrs. Nunez, ditto} 9g - 7
Cath. Bush - - ditto - -;Miss Williams, St.| 1413 4

Thomas-in - the-
Vale.

Jane Ribeau - ditto - ~ |Mrs.Bowen,Mon-} 1413 4
tego Bay.

Robin Anderson -| male, pr. ap. -|Mr. Anderson, - 26 3 1
Flower Hill.

Margaret Bennett - | female,non-pr. - {Miss Rickotts,| 21 3 8
Montego Bay.

Amelia Brown - ditto - - |Hon.S.M. Barrett,i 12 6 8
Cinnamon Hill.

Rebecca Leslie - ditto -  -|- - ditto -' 12 6 8
George Thompson| male, pr. ap. -| Mr. Bowen, Salt-' 13 - -

spring Pen.
* Mary Campbell -| female,non-pr. -| Estate of Miss - -  - | refused to deduct

: Dundas, Mon- one-third.
tego Bay.

* Edmund Lawson| male, pr. ap. -|Dr. Lawson,Por- - -]- = ~— =| differed as tovalue.
tobeilo.

Eliza Hall - - female, pr.ap. -|Mr.  <Anderson,| 24 - -
Flower Hill,

Louisa Cameron -| female,non-pr. -| Mrs. Teasdale,| 17 17 10
Rose Hill.

Peter Warburton -| male, non-pr. -|Dr.  Longmore,| 16 4 8
Ginger Hill.

Mary Ann Forrest - | female, pr. ap. -|Lord Seaford, Old - -{ 71 49
Montpelier.

Lementhe Lewis - ditto - - |Bon.S.M. Barrett, - -| 27 811

Cinnamon Hill.

Jones - - <= | male, pr. ap. |Lord Seaford, Old| 29 11 2
Montpelier.

Sarah Johnston -| female, pr. ap. -|Mr. Barrett, Spring’ - -| 42 4 6

Eliza Reid - -| female, non-pr. -| Mr. Reid, Mon-] 13 6 8

(continued)
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r , Class, ade Name of the Estate.
DATE NAME Ses Csie * or of , Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded,

PanisH or St. James Town or Monrteco Bay, &¢.—continued. £. 8. d. £ ss d

1837: :
3 June -| Gilbert Blackbone| male, pr. carpenter | Potosi - -}-+ - +] 63 6 8
_ Thomas Watson -| male, non-pr. -| Miss Watson,| - - -| go 1 6

Montego Bay.
10 — -| Jane Burt - - | female, non-pr. -| Miss Sill, Provi-} 12 2 5

dence.
. Joseph Fennel -| male, non-pr, ~|}- + ditto -| 12 2 §

- William Muirhouse ditto - ~|- - ditto -~15 ~

14 = =| Elvira Walker -| female,non-pr. -{|Mr.  Plommer,) 15 - -
Montego Bay.

24 — ~-| Rachel Ross - ditto - Mr. Waite,Blue- gli 3
ole.

1 July -| Thomas Smith - male, non-pr. - | Mr. Lindo, Mon-| 18 13 4
tego Bay.

— Rachel Brown -| female, non-pr. -|Mr. Holmes,Mon-{ 1017 g
, tego Bay.

8 — ~-| Margaret Walker - | female, pr. ap. =- Mr.Dreary,Jobns- 4015 7
all,

— Bob Smith - - | male, non-pr. - |Heirs of Mr. De-| 41 7 6
war, Montego
Bay.

22 — -| Hannah James -| female, non-pr. +| Mr.Falmer, Rose| - - -| 1113 4
Hall.

_ Jeannie Campbell - ditto - - | Mr. Lawrence,} 11 13 4
Running Gut.

_ Thomas Perry -| male, pr. ap. - |Miss Sill, Provi-] 20 - —
dence.

_— Louisa Brown -| female, pr.un. -|Mrs. Lovejoy -}| 12 - —
29 — -| Mary Campbell - female, non-pr. - |HeirsofMissDun-| 16 17 10

das, Montego
Bay.

Tora - £.| 956 - 10| 688 8 10  
 —————_—_—_===

1  
Note.—The two valuations marked (*) as unconcluded have been since concluded.

 

Panisy or St. Georce, Leewarp District:

2836:
21 Nov. -

2a Dec. -

1837:
2Jan -

10 — -

16 — -

g10— +

10 April -

2 — -
17 — -

22 May -

18 July -

24 — -

31 o—

|; Margaret Forrester

: Alick Burton

 

James Duncan -

Marina Thomas -
William Gray -

Johnson O’Hara -
Thomas King -

Elizabeth Shaw -
Ann Sheckleford -

Elizabeth Oates +
Charlotte M‘Kay -
Nancy Stewart = -
John Burgess -

George Hall -

Mary A. Harris
Margaret Watson
Peter Webb
J. Forrester - -

Mary Williams -  
male, pr. ap., pun”

cooper.

female, pr. ap. +
male, pr. un. -

male, pr. ap. -
male, pr. un,, coop.,
mason & carp.

female, pr. un.
female, non-pr.
ditto - -

ditto - -
female, pr. ap.
female, non-pr.
male, pr. ap.

ma., 0. p., pun" coop.

male, pr. ap -
female, pr.ap. =
female, non-pr, -
female, pr. ap. -
male, pr. un. -
male, pr. ap. -  

Walter Finlayson, Special Justice,

 

 

Gray's Inn -| 7318 4

Dover - -] §0 - =
Harmony Hill -| - - -| 7113 4

Hermitage -| 517 2
Mount Vernon - | 89 19 8

Cottage « -J- - -| 4715 6
Epsom - -{ 12 — -
Come See -}| 18 - =

Windsor Castle - | 20 - ~
- - ditto -{| 32 - -
Low Layton -| 25 - =
Golden Grove - | 20 - —

E.Bond,Anno.Bay| 31 2 3

Lancaster ef. - ~| go = -
Woodstock -]. - -|- - -
Windsor Castle - | 19 ~ —
Look Out - -| 16- -
Fort George -] ~ - -| 6613 4
East Prospect -| 59 -— —-

Toran - £./ 499 7 5 | 236 2 @     
E. E. Fishbourne,

Special Justice.

See my Report of
25th July 1837.
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DATE NAME Sex, Class,sad Trade | Name of the Estate, Remarks
. t f . . 'y

Vahtion. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if unconcluded.

ee

Panisu of CLarenpon Urrer District:

18372 £. os. £. s. a.

14 Jan. Jane Williams +| non-pr. - «=| Macknir - -| 27:13

21 - David Morrice ~-| ditto- - -{ Crawle River - | 16 -

24 June Christian Ross -/| ditto - - - | Killitts - -| 16 -

— Jane Smith - - 1! ditto - - - | Killitts - -| 16 =|

Toran - £.| 75 13

George Gordon, Special Justice.

Parisues of TRELAWNY and St. TuomAs-in-the-East, BLuze Mountain District:

TRELAWNEY:

1836:
4 Nov. Francis Rob - -| male, pr., carpenter, | Mahogany Hall| - yo10 —

apprentice. Pen.

_ Elizabeth Miguel -| female, non-pr. ap. |Long Pond -j 16 13

7 Dec. James Galaspin -| male,pr.,cooper,ap.; Kinloss - -|. 72 10 10

- eli - | femal -pr. ap. | Sport ’s Hall | - - ~ -objected to by14 Eliza Lawrence emale, non-pr. ap. portsman’s Ha 4316 8 S.J Gregg.

1837: , .
18 Jan. Mary Ann Nicol - ditto - | ~-| Hampshire -| a4 -

24— Eleanor Harewood| female, pr.ap. -| Swanswick -| 45 10

15 Feb. Many Poor - _—-| female, non-pr. ap. |Hyde -| 23 12

, — Mary Anderson -|- ditto - - ; Gibralter -| 23 12

_ Janet Burke - | female, pr. ap. -|Long Pond -|- - 44 8 4

St. Tuomas-1n-THE-East, BLus Mountain:

11 May Colin Simpson -| male, pr. carpenter, | Blue Mountain 3 °-

apprentice.

wg John Beckford -| male, pr. ap. - | Duckworth -| 47 10

20 = Clementina Barkley| female, ditto -; Garbrand Hall -|- — - 32 =

17 June William Steadman] male, pr. carpenter, |Mount Pleasant | - = - W- -
apprentice.

_— Sally Johnston -| female, pr. ap. -| Petersfield “|-  - 5lo- =

_ Charles Young -| male, ditto - | -{ BostonandBuck-| 53 10
ingham.

_ William Scott - dito - -| - ditto - 40 - =

_ Simon Allen : ditto - - | Benlomond -{ 51 --

TotaL - £1358 7 6 | 429 § 10

G. D. Gregg, Special Justice.

Sroney Hitt District, St. ANDREWS; and May Hitt District, MancnestEr:

1837:
25 Jan. Mary Grant- -| fem., non-pr. ap. -| Bagatelle- -{ 25
13 April Evelina White -| - ditto - - | Marley Hill +) 11 - oa. ;

13 May Velvet - -| female, pr.ap. -| Pleasant Hill -| - - 45 ~ —| Saysit is too high,

27 = Edward Forbes -| m. pr. un. a mason | John Smith -| g2 - . ;

31 Isabella Peart —-| female pr. ap. -| The Isle - -|[- - 56 3 4| Says itis too high.

3 June Frank Rogers —_- | male non-pr. ap. -|Woodlands -~}| 10 -

—_ Rebecca Smith -| female, ditto - ditto - - 5 -

15 July Mary Ann Jerdan| female, pr.ap. -| Wales - -| 48 -

22 Ben Barrett -| male, pr. ap - -| Oatlands - -{|-  - 28 - -

Toran - £.; 19 1 129 3 4

|   
Jokn Gurley, Special Justice.
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; lass, aud Trade Name of the Estate,
DATE: NAME Sex, C of the or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded.

Parisy or MANciEesTesR, ManDEVILLE District: Lad £8 d

1836:
26 Nev. -|John Bradford -| pr. male app. ~| Miss Turnbull -| - : - 50 3 4

10 Dec. -| Catherine Baker -| fem. non-pr.app. - |Waltham - - 256 8

91 Jan. -| Richard Learmond} male pr. app. - | Marshall’s Pen - 17,1710

28 = -| Charles Hill Pitter | male pr, ap., carp. | Moreland - 98 10 4

31 March | Thomas Smith - {| male non-pr. app. | Wickware - 347 «3
— Mary Ann White -| female pr. app. - | Wickware -|- - « 67 15 7] -- says it it too

18 March | Henry Palmer -| male non-pr. app. | Mrs. Maunder - 16 18 10 high.

8 April -| Amelia Lewis -| female pr.app. -| Barrossa- -|- + = 2515 4
_ Frances Lewis =| - ditto - - | May Day -~|- - - 58 17. 9| ~~ valued on 16th
— John Elby - - | male non-pr. app. - |Old England =- 35 - - September for
— John Isaacs -|- ditto - +| Miss Turnbull ~}- -  - 2215 -—| 32428. 3d.

ag April -| William Wolff  -| m. pr. app., mason Albion - -[- + - 88 9 6

- John Brooks -| male predial app. dito - -J- - - 75 16 8| -- says it is too
20 May -| Francis Griffith -| - ditto - -| John Griffith - 4314 7 high.
27 -  -| Sally Thomas  -| female non-pr. app. | Waltham - —- 123 °9
— Sarah Brown -| female preedial app. |Panaledge -l|- - - 40 2 39] -- one justice re-

fused to deduct
one-third; two
against him.

10 June -| Edward Powell + | male pr. app., carp. |Mount Nelson - -  - 89 6 -
_ William M‘Donald |- = ditto - ~-{- ditto - -/[- - -«{f- - «| -+disagreed; lo-
— Robert Wint -|male non-pr.app. - | Brockenhurst - 1611 2 cal justice valued
_ Sarah Ann Baker -| female predial app. |Brumalia - - 11 3 2 too high.

24 June -| Isabella Baker -| female non-pr. app. | James Pommel - 1011 =
—_ Eliza Baker -| female predial app. | - ditto - - 2618 1

1 July -| John M‘Farlane -| male pr. app., carp. | Caledonia -l~ - = 80 4 5
_ James M‘Donald ~| male non-pr. app. | Mount Nelson - 10 - =

8 July - |} Charlotte Gordon | female non-pr. app. | May Day - 1111 3
39 - -| William Sebbit -| male predial app. | Bel Reitero -]- - = - 55 10 —} +-says it is too

—_ George Lewis -| m. pr. app., cooper| Roxbro Castle -| - - - 69 11. 8; high.
~— Joseph Hyman’ -| male preedial app. Chevetiegh -|- - - 50 — =| --says it is too

—_ Walter Stewart =| - ditto - -| Brussels - -j- - - 4013 4| high.
15 July -| John Harrison -| m. pr.app., mason |W.T.Bawn - 62 — - —

Toran - ££.) 43113 11] 815 - 10

J. W. Grant,
Special Justice.

Panisy or St. Georcz & Portianp:

1836; .
4 Nov. -| Mary Woodhouse | female non-predial | Elysium - = 1133 4

1837:
26 Jan. 7 -| CatherineBatterson| - ditto - |- | Mount Pleasant 14 - =
31 — | John Harrison ~-| male pr. app., carp. | Est. Harrison -} 93 6 8
_ Thomas Johnson - | male non-predial - | ~ - - g9- -
_ Peter Mann oe - «foc - - 6 - -

—_— Catherine Brown -| female non-preedial Alexander Lecky 20 — =
27 Feb. «| Florence Fleming | - ditto - -; Elysium - - 12 - -
_ James Grant - | male pr. app., carp. Caen Wood - 68 - -

1 March | Susan Christopher | female praedial app. Spring Garden - 27 6 8
13 -  -| John Baugh - {male - ditto .| John Brown - a2 4 4

3 April - |MaryAnnAnderson| female ditto -| J.B. Anderson “je - - 56 - -
11. — + |Georgiana Maddison| female non-predial Elysium - - 20 - =

_— Peter Mawson -| m. pr. app., mason | ~, ditto - = = 70 - =
17 April - | Margaret Hall ~-| female non-preedial Guahinalla - a1 6 8

6 July -| Alexander Stewart| male preedial app. Elysium - - 79 - =
15 -  -| James Cummings -| male non-predial - Guahinalla - 16 - =

TotaL - £.| 48017 8 56 —- -

William Hewitt,
Special Justice.

Parisa or St. Caruenine, Lower District:
from 1 December 1836 to 1 August 1837: Value awarded.| Paid. Not Paid.

1837: _ — —

7 Jan. -| George Mitchell -| predial - + |Taylor’sCaymanas} 35 - —| paid.
1 Feb. -| Richard Walsh -| non-predial -| Farm Pen - 50 -— ={- - +| not paid.
— Joan Taylor =| - ditto, domestic | Sadler’s Wells - 24 -— ~| paid.

     
G. Ouseley Higgins,

Special Justice.
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DATE NAME Sex, Clase, and Trade Name of the Estate, Remarks,
of the r ; : “

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if mnconcluded.

—_-_eo—rTY | eee ate ee

Panrisy or St. Exizaseru, District Sayta Cruz: £o=«.«6d. ££ s ad

1836:
November| No valuations,

16 Dec. -| William Wilson -| male pr. attached - Torrington Castle 58 § 10}
_ Peter Bonneck ~-| - male pr.attached,| Kensington = - JO = =

cooper.
22 Dec. -| Emily Sutherland -| female pr. unattach.{ Emmaus - - 50 - —
_ Priscilla Mullings j - ditto - -| ditto -  - 21 - -
_ Ellen Rickets —-| female non-predial | Mary P. Baylis - 9@- -

1837:
13 January|Thomas Williams -| male non-predial - | John Earle = - g2 11 8

—_ Matthew Montague| male pr. attached - | Mount Olivet - 49 8 9
_ Elizabeth Forbes -| female non-preedial | Stanmore Hill - 18 ~ =

27 January | Eleanor Green -| - ditto - - | Roseberry - a1 12 6
_ Anne Allwood = -| ~ ditto - -| Northampton - 1910 —
~ Mary Anne Barton| - ditto -  ~- Dorothy Bennett 2al- =

17February| Martha Cranston -| female pr. attached|Norfolk - -|- -. « 94.11 8
_— Mary Nembhard -| female non-predial | Kensingion —- 2440- -
_ Susan Mullings -|- ditto +  -| Roseberry - 20 3 4
_ Reuben Daly «| malepr.unattached| ditto - -|+« -  -« 67 2 6

24February| John LaCruz +| male non-preedial - | Berlin - - 2610 —
— Frances Gale ~| female pr. attached| - J. B. Bent,exor| 3613 4

March -| No valuations. ofSusan E. Bent.
7 April -| Caroline Watson -|- ditto - +} John M‘Clymont 22 4 2

—_ Amelia Farquharson| - ditto «+ - | Potsdam - - 92 - =

~_ John Wilson -| male ditto - - J.Barton, guard.) 43 6 8
to F. M. Powell.

21 April - |Thomas J. Harriott|male non-predial - |Henry Bent = - 16 -
_ William Turner -| - male pr. attached,} Montpelier -{- - =~ 60 1 =

carpenter.
5 May -| William Blake  -| - male pr.attached,| Fellowship Pen | - - -|- - =| - unconcluded,

head stableman. the sum, 974. 108.,
_ Elizabeth Blackman| female non-predial |Rachael Tavarez 1013 4 insisted on by the
— Sarah Watson =- | female pr. attached| Eliza Townshend|- - ~ = 40 — ~/| local magistrates

23 May -| James Wint -  - | male non-predial - | John Griffith - a1 6 8 being deemed ex-
25 -~ -{| James Daly - — -| male pr. unattached| - - Dr. Simon F, 53 6 8 cessive by the spe-

M‘Donald. cialmagistrates.
2 June -{| Eliza Daly - | female pr.unattach.| Emmaus - — - 311g 8

12 — ~-| Sarah Davis - } female non-preedial| -M.Myers, adm. 20 - =
of 3. Roy, dec.

16 - ~-| Letitia Mitchell -| female pr. attached| Malvern Hill -| - - - 37 10 =
_ Amelia Williams -| female non-predial| - - Fred. Simpson Bom

& Ann R.Simpson,|
- Henry Simpson -| male pr. attached -| Jas. N. Simpson 24 6 8

8 July -| Catherine Williams| -- female predial | -M.Myers,adm.| 95 - -
unattached. of S. Roy, dec,

14 = +] Margaret Whitehead) female non-predial | Berlin - «+ wen =
_ Mary Ann Facey -| female pr. attached| Northampton - 15 6 8

21 July ~-| Robert Smith +| male pr. unattached|Robert Muschett 31 6 3
- Robert Turner +] -- male pr. unat-| Jacob Morais - 60 - =

tached, carpenter.
24 July -| Robert Simpson -| --male preedial un-| -M. Myers, adm. iG - -

attached. of S. Roy, dec.
— Dorothy Simpson -| female pr.unattach.| ditto - = + 1013 4

28 July -| Alexander Edwards male pr. attached -| - Friendship Plan-} 55 = —-
tation.

_ Rebecca Barrett -| female pr. unattach.; Emmaus - = - 39 = -
— Diana Service -fe ditto - =| ditto - - 39 - =
_ Amelia Brown ~| female pr, attached| Kensington - 3013 4
_ Minerva - =| female non-preedial |Susan Pennycask| 15 - =
_— Anne Wedderburn| female pr. attached| Northampton -| - - - 39 - -
_ Thomas Johnstone| - male pr. attached, | Mount Olivet - 70 - =

cooper.
_ Mary M‘Crea _ -| female non-predial| Roseberry - w- -
_ Fanny M‘Daniel -|- ditto - -j ditto - = 9 8
_ Noble M‘Daniel - | male non predial - | ditto - = 1013 4

31 July -| Sally - - - | female non-predial | John Burton == - --

- Catherine Smith -|- ditto - +| John Ashman - 4- =

Tora. - - £. 11,271 18 103] 278 § 2   
 

154.

 

    
James Harris,

Special Justice.

 



 

   

 

  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

104 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

¥ s T . the Estate,
ar ® NAME Se Oetheage xa ott Sum Paid. | Sum Unpaid. __ Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if unconcluded.

Parisu or TreLawny, NortTH-Eastern District: £. sd £osd

1836:
2 Nov. -| Margaret Scott -| female non-pr.app. | Rev. R.Stoney-| 21 - -
_ Mary Sympson -| - ditto ~ - | Miss Eason -j| 33 10 —
_ Eliza Grant- —-| female preedial app. |Mount Pleasant |- - ~| 45 - —| considered toohigh.
_ Ann Sympson =| - ditto - -| Bengale Estate -| - 37 10 ~

g Dec. - | Mary Gordon -|]- ditto - -{| MountCarpax-|- - =| 27 - -
—_ Mary A. Young -| femalenon-pr. app. ; Braco Estate -{| 23 3 4

1837: .
1 April -| Sophia Buchannon| female praedial app. | Georgie Estate-} 30 - =
_ Charlotte Norris -| female non-pr. app. |Harmony Hall -| 16 ~ ~-
_ Mary A.Tom -|- ditto - -|- ditto - -| 20 - =~
— Sarah Murdock -| + ditto - -| Stewart Castle -| 16 - ~
_ Richard White -| - - male prad.app., |Miss J. White -| 36 - -

carpenter,
2g April - | Edward Grant -| - ditto - - | Brampton Bryan] - - -! 78 - — | --has no objec-

tiontotheamount;
promises to pay.

_ Catharine Sympson| female predial app. | Lancester- =-| + -! 45 — = | consideredtoo high.
— Elizabeth Williams | - ditto - -|- ditto - ~|- - -{| 40 = = |[- ditto.
_ Elizabeth Tom -| femalenon-pr. app. |Harmony Hall -| 20 -— ~

_— Ann Christie - | female predial app. | Mount Carpax -|- - -j| 53 - - |- — ditto.
— Mary A. Stewart -| - ditto - - | Harmony Hall -| - - -| 53 - -« |- ditto,
_ Catherine Barton -| female non-pr. app. {| Buco Beuno -| 12 = —

27 May -| Susan Culley ~ | female preedialapp. | Lancester~ =  -/- - -| 50 ~ ~ [+ ditto.
_ James Craig -| «+ malepred. app., |Nightingale Grove| - - -| 95 ~ — j--agreed to pay

plumber and black- the amount,
smith.

_ Edward Gordon ~| - -male pred. app., | -- Cottage, Mr.{- - -{| 975 = = | considered toohigh.
carpenter. Norris, carpenter

Toran - - £.}| 22713 4 | 598 10 ~

. Hawkins,
Special Justice.

Parisu or Port Royat, Winpwarp District:

1836 :
24 Nov. -| Mary Jones- =-| female non-pr. app. |Mocho — - -{ 2613 4
— Ann Amelia King- | - ditto - - |Drummond Castle| 16 135 4

7 Dec. -| Julian Empty - | female preedial app. {| Clifton = - -|- - - 2 7 1
— Eleanor Richards -| - ditto - -| Mocho- - -!| 4316 8

8 Dec. -| Letitia Brown =~{ female non-pr. app. | Bloxburgh -| 32 - =

1837:
11 Jan. + | Agnes M‘Gowan -| - ditto - -| Green Valley -|] 22 6 3
3 Feb. -| Susannah Gregory| - ditto - -| Galloway House 10 13 4

_— Letitia Hylton -| - ditto - -| Bloxburgh -{ 32 - -
14 Feb, - | Ann Wheeler el. ditto - -| Lower Lucky Valley| 24 = =

, 20 Feb, -| JohannaHylton -| female predial app. | Bloxburgh 39 15 7h
12 April - | Eleanor Yates = | female non-pr. app. | Flamstead - -| 2 - -
27 April - | Agnes Jackson -| - ditto - - | Belle Vue - -l- - "| @ 10 =
_ Frederick Jackson ! male ditto - -|- ditto - -|- - -| 95 10 =

—_ Louisa Jackson -1 femaleditto - -|- ditto - -[- - -| 2510 ~
_ Mary Gibb - -j- ditto - -|-+ ditto - -|- - -| 2510 =
_ Elizabeth Jackson | - ditto - +i ditto - -]- - -{ 2216 8

3 May -| Phillis Chamberlain, female predial app. | Halberstadt ~|- : -| 46 4 °7
_ Jessy Brown- -[- ditto - -|+ ditto - =| - ° -| 46 4°79
— Joseph Brown -| male ditto - -|- ditto - -| §2 - -
—_ LydiaRichardsWeise: female ditto - -| Lower Lucky Valley} 43 6 8
~ Douglass Williams| male ditto ~ -|- ditto - -|- - -| 63 47 6

20 June -{ Eliza Williams +! female ditto - -| Trafalgar - -} 13 6 8
11 July -| John Walker -| male prad., mason| Chesterfield -| 78 1 8
25 July -| Isabella M‘Fie =| female predialapp.| Clifton - “fs - -| 4610 ~

Toran - - £1 554.13 641379 10 §

C. Hamilton,
Special Justice.
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DATE NAME Sex, Class and Tiade Name of the Estate, Remarks
of ' A . of the or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. ,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

 

 

 

Parisi oF Hanover, Lezwarp District:

1836: .
3 Dec. -| Betsy Glen - +| female non-predial| Pell River . yz - -
_ John Campbell male preedial app. | Mount Pleasant | - - -| 94 - -

1837:

 

     
  

 

11 Feb. - |} Mary Atkinson -| female non-preedial | Saxhan  - - woe
26 - +| Edward Zincke  - | male praedial -| F.B. Zincke -|[-  - -| 45 - ~ | - was valued again
ay April - | JohnWateridge -| male pradial app. | Industry - - bAo- = on the 1st of April

13 May -|Thomas Fielde  -| male non-pradial-| Campbelton — - 75 - for 62 2.; objected
_ Eliza Pile - — -| female non-predial | Rockspring —- 1610 = to

Tota, - - £.| 10915 ~-| 79 = =

J. R. Hulme,
Special Justice.

Paniss oF St. Caruerine, District or Sansiss Town: -

1836;
2 Nov. -| Sukey Lewin - | female pr. attached |Cumberland Pen| - - . 87 13 4
_ lJenry Williams -| male pr. attached -|- — ditto os 87.13 4

14 Dec. -| William Matthews| male non-predial-| Henry Pinell| - - = - 26 2 6
Green. Matthews,

1837:
18 Jan. - | Mary Thomas — ~| female non-predial | Isaac Dias - 20 - -
3 Feb. -| Patience Kennedy| - ditto ~ - | Mary Kennedy - Ig- -
— Frances Jane Saa -| - ditto - -| William Saas + w- -
— Charlotte Clare -|- ditto - -j}- ditto -j;- -— = 16 = =

4 Feb. -| Francis Cross -| male non-predial, |Juliana Rowe - 43 6 8
carpenter.

—_ Joseph Davies =| male non-predial -| Letitia Thomas - 19 2 6
8 Feb. -| Aan Singley -| female non-preedial | Evilina Wilkins -| - -  - 17 - -
g Feb. -|Mary Howard Newill] - ditto - = + |
_ Sarah Thomas” ~- | - ditto - - |LAnn M. Newill | - - -|- - -| -- released by free
_ John Thomson =| male non-predial - J consent.

7 March | Louisa Frankson -| female non-preedial |Thomas Edbury 1812 3
_ Robert Graham - | male non-preedial - |M‘Dowell Grant 20 4 2
_ James Palmer -| male pr. attached, | Beacon Hill Plan-|- = + 85 8 9

mason tation.
29 March | William Johnson -| male non-predial -| Esther Martins 7 7 -
3! March| Rose T. Willocks -| female non-preedial |Ann Austin = - 16 - -

1g April - | Jane Allen - -|- ditto - + {John Grant = - 1416 8
27 April - | Dorothy Forbes -|- ditto - -| Grace Halhead-| 21 6 8
15 May -| Maria Morris “|. ditto - - | Ann Newell - 130- =
24 May -| Catherine Henry -|- ditto -  - |J. Bagnall Burrows) 1311 3
31 May -| Juliana Pacifico -|- ditto - -| Samuel Groom - 16 6 3
27 June -{ Ann Wildman -| - ditto - - | Richard Barrett| - a - 1513 4

3 July -| Henrietta Burrell -| - ditto -  -|E. Kilbre Jackson 1011 8
12 July + | Henry Nelson  - | male non-predial, | William Coulson, 9--

brickmaker. bricklayer,
_ Jane M‘Donald -| female non-pradial|Great Salt pond we -

Pen.

Toran - - £| 299 6 ~|] 335.11 3 ered.   
Richard Hiley,

Special Justice.

 

 

     PaRisH of WESTMORELAND, WINDWARD AND Mountatn District:
1836:

2 Nov. -| Margaret Clarke -| female pr. labourer | EnfutoPen -| 50 - — When the amount
_ James Hamilton -| male non-predial -| Bog Estate - 2210 = of the sum award-
_— Rachael Tuot —-| female non-predial |Grandvale - wero ed is not paid, it
_ Caroline Wade +} - ditto - -j;- ditto- = j- = generally arises

19 Nov. -| John Parkins -| male pr. labourer - |Mount Tarsay -|- - -| 3633 4{| from the appren-
_ Robert Morris =| male pr. head carp.|Bog Estate -f- - - g6 - —| tice not having the
_ David Langer =~| male non-predial -| Grandvale - 20 - ~ amount, or is of

31 Dec. -| Mary Gale - -| female pr. labourer | Glanburnie -|- - -| 68 - —/| opinion that the
_- Olive Darkin -[- ditto - e-/- ditto- ef- - - 52 —- —| valuation is too
—_ Anne Morris -|. -ditto - -| Clifden - -]- - -| 46 — =| high.

1837:
29 Jan. + | Nicholas Blake -! male pr. lubourer -/ - ditto - - 35 - 7
io Feb, -/ Bung Heming  - | female pr. labourer|Akendown - 21 6 ;

{ ! (continued) 
N54.



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

106 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

nd Trade Name of the Estate,
DATE NAME Ser, Cee or of Sam Paid. Sum Unpaid. Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded,

Paris oF WESTMORELAND, WinDwarp AND Mountain District—continued.

1837: £. 8. d. £ os. d.
1 March| Charlutte Miles -| female pr. labourer |Haddo - - 1912 — When the amount
8 April -| Augusta Scott =| - ditto - - | A.Kendown” -| - - - 60 = =| ofthesum awarded

—_ Amelia Galant -| female non-pr. +| Mt. Edgecombe| - - - Q — -—| is not paid,itgene.

14 April +|John Wright - | male pr. head carp.|Glanburnie -|- - - 84 - -—| rally arisesfromthe
— Henry Gale - - i male pr. lab. &mason| A. Kendown = =| - - - 83 — —| apprentice not hav.

go May -| James Pinnock +| male pr. labourer - {| New Shafton § -| - - - §0 — | ing the amount, or
8 April -| Christian Pringle - ; female pr. labourer| Hopewell - - 50 - = is of opinion that

20 July - | Edward Campbell | male pr. labourer - Mt. Stewart - 60 - - the valuation is too

high.
Totan- - £.| 298 8 8! 58413 4

Dan. W. Keily, Special Magistrate.

Urrer Disraict or THE Port-RoyaL Mouxtains and St. Davip:

26 January|Robert Dewhurst -| male pr. attached - | Mount Hybla_ - 4410 4 ;

9 March| Betsy Kelly- -| female pr. attach.- |Mount Faraway |- -  - 46 15 7| too high.
_ Jane Richards -| + ditto -  -| - - - Je 2° - 51 5& g| ditto.
_ Bobby Thomas -| male pr. attached -| - - - |e 2 19 § 1 ditto.

26 May -| Johanna M‘Larty -| female pr. attach. -| Chester Vale - 2310 4
— Ann Garnett -|- ditto - - | Robertsfield - 35 17 10
_ Mary Stewart —- |fem. non-pr. domestic] - - - 37 8 1
_ Sarah Rattray _~| female pr. attach. -|Clydesdale -|- - : 35 17 10 |} has no funds.

+ June -| Sarah Barnett -j;- ditto - -{| Abbey Green -| - - 42 — —| hasnot the money.
27 =— ~-| Pheebe Duffus -| - ditto. - - | Industry - -|- - - 44 4 <-| too high,

28 July -| Elliston Walker -| male pr. attached - | Chester Vale - 32 - -
_ Mary Ann Purvell | female pr. attached| - - : 15 6 8
_ Marg. Brackenridge| - ditto + + { Resource- = + 46 - -

Tota, - - £.| 22312 §| 239 8 3

H. Kent, Special Justice.

Paris oF St. Mary, Winpwarp District:

1836:
1 Dec. ~| Alex. Hamilton -| male pr. masonatt. | Aleppo = -| 110 ~ =
— Henry Davis - {| male pr. unattach. |Essex + = 78 9 4
— Helen Ross - _—-| female non-predial | Richmond - 2 - -
— William Reid - | male pr. carp. att. |Hopewell- . 95 6 8
—_ Nelly Davidson -| female preedial att. | Orange River -|- - = 25 — = considered toohigh.

2 Feb. ~| Sammy Debates -| male predial attach.| Dee Side - ~[- - 35 =~ —|-+ abandoned, no
change taking
place, as expected
in attorney.

—_ Robt. Walker =-| male predialattach.; Orange River -]+- - - 75 - -|--nomoney forth-
2 March | Gerard Green -| male pr. unattach. | Leinster - = + 65 - - coming.
— James Bowley -| male preedial attach. | Richmond - 45 - -
— Elizab. Grandison -| female non-predial |Orange River - 2210
— Eleanor ‘thomas -| - ditto - - | Luna - -|- - -|- - « |-- not discharged,

valueless,
— Edward Archer -| male preedial attach. | Richmond Hill -| - - - 35 - -—|-- valuation § en-
_ Patty Robinson -| female pr. attached; - ditto - -«|- + + 32 — =| tered on in antici-
_ Sophia Robinson -| - ditto - el. ditto - -|- . - 40 - — |pationofaremoval,
—_ Jane H. Reynolds -| female non-predial |- ditto - -/- -  - 22 13 4| not persisted in.

7 April - | Susan White -|- ditto - ~| Petersfield - 1813 4
— Duncan Campbell- | male non-predial-} + ditto - = - 17 - -

4 May -| James Edwards -|-. ditto - -{- ditto - -«}|- +. -«{[-+ + «+{--+this and the 7
— William Gray -| m. pr. unatt. mason| - ditto - - _— succeeding cases

_~ William Bennett ~-| m. pr. unatt. carpt. | - ditto - - _— not concluded, the
— Charles Byfield +] male pr.unattached|- ditto - - _ local justice re-
— Anne Bloomfield -| female pr. unattach.| - ditto - - _ fusing to deduct
—_ Louisa Bloomfield |- ditte - -j|- ditto - - _ one-third of gross.
— Eleanor Mitchell -|- ditto - -|- ditto - - —_
—_ Eleanor Thomas -|- ditto - e|- ditto - < _
— Elsie Banwell =~| female non-predial | - ditto - = +| - - + 10 13 4 |consideredtoobigh.
_ Harriet Hamilton -| - ditto - « | Richmond -[-  - eje oe - |-- refused to allow
—_ Rosiana Langley -| female pr. attached | + ditto + + 45 - - one-third.

Totan = - £.| 54119 4] 275 6 8

R. Sydney Lambert, Special Justice.      
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DATE NAME Sex, Class, and Trade {| Name of the Estate, Remark
. of the rt of ; . emarks,

Valuation. ef the Apprentice. Apprentice, the‘Master. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if Unconcluded.

ParisH or St. ANNE, WinpwArp District:

1836: £ ad.) £ 8 d

g Nov. -| Cecilia Richards -| female preedial -| Mrs. Mitchell -| 45 ~- -
14. - ~-{| Rebecca Stevens -|- ditto - -| Pleasant Valley- a2 5 -

—_ Elizabeth Richards | - ditto + +{Dr.Ball - -|- - +] 481710
a1 Nov. -| William Rae -| male predial -| Unity Valley - 48 18 4
a4 = ©| Mary M‘Kean— -| female non-predial | Grierpark - 1613 4
27 - | John Thomas -| male preedial -| Gibraltar - - 6013 4
29 - -| Eliz. Anne Gordon| female non-predial| Grierpark - 3011 2
5 Dec. -| William Levers -| male predial -| Attempt - - 4818 4
_ Patrick Tirrell -|- ditto -  -{ Unity Valley - 53 15 10

19 Dec. -| Susannah Smith -| female predial -| Mr. Simpson - 33 14.1
go - -| James Johnson ~- | male non-preedial - | Mrs. Johnson - 34 - -

1837: . .
30 January| James Wilson =+| male non-predial -| Schwallenburgh 140=- +

—~ Charles Lewis —-| male pradial - | River Head = - 46 13 4
— George M‘Kenzie |- ditto - -|- ditto - “ 4613 4
— Thomas Johnson -| imale pr., carpenter | Retirement - G4 5 -
_ Thomas Robertson| - ditto - -j- ditto - - 58 6 8
— Robert M‘Dowall -| male preedial - | Attempt - - 4613 4

15 Feb, -| Phebe Bristol -| female non-predial |Bachelor’s Hall - 24 - =
_ Patty Graham =| female predial +| Attempt - = - 27 6 8

27 Feb, -| Lewis Ashmeade - | male non-preedial - jHaddon « - 215 -
_ Isabella Taaffe +| female non-predial | Miss Lowe - 125 -

13 March | Beckford Sharpe -| male preedial - | Unity Valley - 49 10 -
— George Davis -j}- ditto - «|- ditto -  - 49 10 -
— Mary Howard -| female predial -j- ditto - -f. - -| 4010 =
— Sarah Anderson -| - ditto - ~ | Faith Pen - - 11. 5 10
_ Susan Bryan - | female non-preedial | Mosely Hall - 14.19 6
_— Eliza Jackson -{|- ditto - -| Miss Llewellyn - 18 6 7

15 March | Charles Smith | -| male predial -| Bradfeld- -[- - -| 45 - =
3 April - | Prince William -j}- ditto - +] Mrs. Fergus - 47 6 8
_ Dorothy James -| female preedial -| Grierfield- = - 13 6 8
— Jane Anderson -|- ditto - -| Mr. Anderson -| - - -| 2613 4

8 April - | Charles Darby  -| male pr., sawyer - |Mount Lebanon| « - -| 65 16 10
- Mary Darby - | female predial -j- ditto - -{|- - -{| 46 1 8
— Dorinda Hutton -} - ditto - ~|- ditto - ej. - -| 22 4 8

13 March {| Thomas Newell -| male predial -| Unity Valley -| 4910 -
(omitted.)

10 April - | Henry Smallwood |- ditto - -{ Dr. Ball - ~ = 37 6 2
_ Sarah Somers +| female predial -|- ditto ~ = 26 6 8
~ Charlotte Marshall| female non-pradial |Mrs. Cocking -| - - «f/f 17 4 6

17 April - | Edward Martin -| male predial - | Mr. Martin -|- - -| 4916 8
_ James Williams -|- ditto - ~ { Phoenix Park -| - - -| 51 3 2

27 April - | Aurora Ouffroy -| female predial -| Lite River +|- . -| 17 6 8
1May -j Susan Hail - = -| female non-predial | Mrs. Martin = - 17 4 6
— Cecilia Brown -| female predial -|RiverHead -|- - -{| 23 16 8

22 May -| Elizabeth Finlay -|- ditto - - | Faith Pen - 40 - =
29 - -| Elizabeth Linton -| - ditto - - |Woodberry -|. - -| 46 8 g
_ Julina Davis -|- ditto - -|- ditto - -f- - -| 2710 =
~— Edward Stevenson | male predial -j{e- ditto - =|. - -| 5013 4
= Susan Gray - - | female preedial -{ Mr. Hurst -|. - ~!| 41 3 4

5 June -| Samuel H. Edwards| male predial - | Halifax - - 1213 4
_ Eliza Bailey -| female non-preedial | - ditto - = - 5 8 g
_ William Moffat +| male preedial «| Ramble - ef. - -{ 4218 6

13 June ~-| Mary Ann Anderson} female preedial -| Miss Arthur -| - - ~!| 41813 4
_ Henry Nugent -| male predial -|-~ ditto - =|. - -{| 20 - =
_ Henry Ashmeade -| - ditto - - | Woodberry -j. - -| 47:18 4

ig June -| James Ellis - -|- ditto - -| Faith Pen -}- . -| 47:18 4
3 July -| Constantia Symonds; female non-preedial { Whitehall- —- 20 4 7
— James Forsyth -| male predial -| Faith Pen - 47.5 7

17 July - | James Anderson +| - ditto - | Schwalienburgh - -| go — =
— Sarah James -| female predial -| - ditto - - - «| 40 = =
_ Sarah Newell -|- ditto - + { Unity Valley - 10 - =
- Dorothy Thomas -|- ditto - -| FaithPen- — + 42:10 -

27 July + | William Smith  -| male pracdial - | Woodstock “| - - -| 40 - &
_ Sarah Nembhard -| female predial -j|- ditto - -j- . -!| 2 = =

Toran - « £. | 1,267 12 937 14 11

Heary Laidlaw,  
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108 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

ATE Sex, Class, and Trade Name of the Estate,
oe NAME .° of the or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded,

CentRAL Winpwarp Distaict, TRELAWNY:

1836: St. Thomas-in-the.last: £8 d| £ sd.
5 Nov. -| Jane Mitchell -| female predial -| Coley - -| 42:13 4

—_ George Ellis -| male non-predial -| Petersfield -{ 17 =~ =
12 Nov. -| Eliza Johnson -| female predial -| Georgia - -|e- - -| 60 ~ ~

22 Nov. -| Susan Rankin -| - ditto - - | Newfield - ~| 3613 4
— James Brown =~ | male pr., carpenter | ditto - -{ Go - -

26 Nov. -| Francis M‘Lean -| male predial - | Gosbrand Hall-|- - -| 60 — -
_ Mary Harris - | female predial - Buckingham -| 44 - —
-_ Regina Elmslie ~| female non-preedial| Island Head -| 2613 4

1837;
4 Feb. -| Ann Jackson = -| female non-predial | Petersfield -) 8 ~ —
— Jane Jackson -|- ditto -  - ditto - - 8 = -

18 Feb, ~- | Richard Francis -| male preedial - | Duckworth -| 45 10 -
— Richard Spencer -|- ditto - ~~ - ditto - -| 2716 8
— Isabella Maltes ~| female non-preedial ditto - -| 1516 8

4 March| Betsy Darby -| female predial +| Buckingham -j}- - -]| g2 - =
_ Thomas Russell ~-| male praedial - ditto - -|- - -| 2716 8
_ Letitia White -| female predial - |Gosbrand Hall -| - - -{ 48 - -
— James Stewart ~-| male predial - | SergeIsland -{| ge ~ —

11 March | Elsy Brown + — -| female non-predial |Georgia - -] 16 —- —
_ William Read — - { male preedial -|Coley - -|] 16 ~ =
_ Kitty Chisholm ~- | female pradial -| Prospect Pen -|- - -| 28 - —

Trelawney :
13 May -| Jane Walker -| female predial - {Mr.R.Caderhead} 32 - -

—_ Sarah Wyat -|+ ditto -  -| Jock’s Lodge -| 2710 -
10 June -| FrancesHenry -|- ditto - ~-| Hyde Hall -{| go - —
17 June -| George Meats  -| male preedial - | Mr. Meats, Falmouth | 10 — —

_ Richard Oliver -| male non-preedial -| Steelefield -{| 10 = =
— James Marlow -j|- ditto - -|Mrs.Marlow,Rock] 12 8 4

24 June -| Catherine Lottery | female non-preedial|Cambridge -| 122 - =
_ Edmund Burke © -| male non-predial -|Retirement -| Ws =

1 July - {Susan Burley -/| female predial - {Spring - -j|- - -!| 37 3 4
8 July - | Susan Warburton-|- ditto - -]| ditte - -| go - —
— James Ellis - ~| male non-preedial - { Mr. Scarlett, St.James;) 35 — -

15 July -| Phillis Burnett -| female preedial - | Stewart Castle -'! 3413 4
22 July + {| William Marlow -| male non-pradial -|Mrs. Marlow, Rock | 1115 7

_ Fanny Sharpe =- | female non-preedial|Mrs.Hodges,Falmouth| 9 - —
—_ JaneSharpe- -|- ditto - -|- ditto - -| g - -
—_ William Ward =~| male non-pr., carp. |Mr. Fosbrooke -| 12 -— —-

Tora, - - £.| 71610 7 | 293 — +

Edmund B. Lyon,
Special Justice.

Parisu oF St. ExizapztH District:
1836:

Nov. - | No valuations.
3 Dec. -| Letitia Bennett - | female predial -| Happy Retreat -j| 22 - —
— David Mitchell -|male non-predial - |Longhill - -| g0°- .

18 Dec. -| Joseph Hewitt -| male preedial - | Salt Spring -| 47 - -

1837:
14 Jan. -| Robert Taylor -|- ditto - -| Pleasant Hill -| 3710 -
_ Ellenor Wright ~| female predial -| Black River -{| 38 - —-
— Sophia Jackson ~-| female non-preedial |Blackburn -{; 21 6 8
— Catherine Jackson | female predial -{ Ashton - + - 9!) 39 - =
_ Sam.—— +  -| male preedial -| ditto - - - -| 100 - —

28 Jan. -~| Archibald Alboyn | male non-predial -| Atterjoy - -| 12 - -
18 Feb. -| John Malcolm -| - ditto - - | Black River -j} go — =
25 Feb. - {| Francis Upperman |- ditto - -| ditto - -| 25 — —-
31 March| Elizabeth Swabey -| female non-predial| Fuller's Wood -| 21 6 8

_- Awelia Winter -|- ditto - -{|Rectory - -| 2417 5
1 April - | Mary Roberts —-.| female predial - {Fonthill - -{| 28 . —
13 May -| Margaret Forbes -| female non-predial |Salt Spring -| 16 - —
_ Sarah Moore -|- ditto - -| Malvern Hill «| 16 ~ —~

June -| No valuations,
1 July -~! Sarah Robertson -| female non-predial | Black River -{| 16 — =

From the 1st to the gist July 1837, no valuations,
Toran ~ - £5385 ~ g {139 - -

Thomas Matthews,
Special Justice.       
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DATE NAME Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate, R

of of the , : . emarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice, the Bacter. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if Unconcluded,

District oF St. Dorotuy's, &c.:

1836: & 8 d. £. ¢. d.

12 Nov. -| Eliza Ellis - -| female precdial +| Bushfield - - 20 - -
26 -  -| Richard Hayle -| male, carpenter -/ Chateau - - 95 ~ -
— William Bunn -|- ditto - -| Longville - 80 - -

3 Dec. -| Sarah Cokely - | female predial - | Bushy Park =- 36 - -

17 -  -| Robert Gett -| male non-preedial - |Content - - f- -

1837:
18 March | L. Dawkins - -| male, tradesman -| Cocoa Walk - 87 ~ -

— Henry Francis ~| male predial - |Wood Hall - go - -

4 April -| Eliza Malcolm = -| female non-pradial |Cherry Garden - 16 — -

24 — -| Jane Reid - - | female praedial -j{ Cocoa Walk = - 53 - -

15 July - | Frances Walker -| female non-predial | O. H. Bay - 10 - -

Tota - - £, 487 ~- =

Alex. N. M‘Leod,
Special Justice.

Parisn oF Kinaston, Districr or KIncsTon:

1836:
10 Nov. -{ Eliza Patteson ~- | -- female non-pr., | James Gyles - 20 4 2

domestic.
-- James Davis - | male ditto - -| John Fowles -/|- - = 25 5 -

_ Margaret Rennell | female ditto - -| M. M‘Kenzie - lo 3 4

11 Nov. +| Eliza Ennis - -|- ditto - -| John M‘Cartney 20 4 2

12 — «| Julian Da Costa -| - ditto - -| Julian Alberga - 10 - ~

14 ~ =| Julian Burke -| female predial -| Millicent Kenny |-  - = + 40 - -

18 = -| A, Saunders - | male non-preedial -|Mary Ellis ~|- - = 29 3 4

—_ Ann Ferguson =| - = female non-pr., |Mary Duquesny| - - - 1% - -

domestic.
_ Flora Muir - —_-| female non-pr., ditto) Alexander Scott 1915 7

5 Dec. -| Elizabeth - of ditto + - | Michel Samuels| - - - 19 2 3

13. ~ ©| Sarah Wood ~|- ditto - -| Margt. M‘Queen| - - - g 2 6

19 —  -{| Sarah Thomson -| - ditto « - | Ann E. Carrol - 2215 7

24 — =| Robert Rees -| male ditto - - | Miss O'Neill - 2215 7

1837:
16 January | Ann Grant - - | female ditto - -| Mr. Brydon - 224 7

24 -— =| Catherine Cockling| - ditto - -| Mrs. D. Clarke - 3- -

1 Feb. -| Thomas M‘Cartney| male ditto - -| Mrs. Johnston -| - - - 36 - -

—_ Jane Bernard - | female ditto - -| Spalding, M. D. 17 6 8

8Feb. -| John Smith - -| non-pr., bricklayer | Sarah Styles «| - - - 20 - -

9 ~- «| Alexander M‘Lean| male, domestic - | Lachlan M‘Lean 810 +

_ Casimiere - -| male non-pr., baker Bernard Priére -| - - - 33 - 7

10 Feb. - {| Paulina - - | female domestic +| A. Branday ~— - 21. - -

15 -— ~ {| Charles - «| maleditto - -|A.Dausigne - a1 6 8

23 - +| Charlotte Moody -| female ditto- -| C. Edwards - 2 = =

_ Elizabeth Campbell| - ditto - -| Mr. Smith - 8 - = .

_ James Garnet =| male ditto - - {| Miss Taylor - 24 10 10| paid to Receiver-general.

2 March | Louisa Richards ~- | female ditto - -| R. J. Alexander w- = .

_ Rebecca Barnes -|- ditto -  -| Miss Taylor - 16 — —| paid to Receiver-general.
14 March | Jane Johnson -|- ditto - -| Mr. Thornhill - 16 = -

17. —- =| Susan Anderson -| - ditto - - | Rev. Arch. Pope 19 = -

23 - +1 William M‘Cullock| male ditto - -| D. DaCosta - 23 6 -

28 — -|| Amelia - «| female ditto- -| A.Beveridge - 11. 6 8

29 - +} Ann Clarke - ele. ditto - - | Jane Wright - 1110 =

_ Mary Dias - -|- ditto - | Judith Isaacs - 1110 ~

_ George Davis -| male ditto - -| Mr. B. Seymour 23 - -
30 March | Julian Bolt -  -| female ditto- --| Levy Barned - 1110 =

1 April - | Elizabeth Walker -| -- female non-pr., | Antoinette Morriss 15 6 8

domestic.

4 ~-  -| William Dallas -| male ditto - | -| Joseph Alexander! 18 - ~

to = -| John Beechy -| ~~ head grass-man,|Thomas Barnes - 60 - -

non-preedial. . co.

7 =  ~-]| Prudence Jackson| -- female non-pr., | Miss Christian - 15 6 8
domestic.

19 ~ =| Nancy Kildare -|- ditto - -|Mr.DeCrasto-| 16 - -
21 ~ -| MariaStewart -|- ditto - -| Mrs. Campbell - 2a- =

25 - +1] Rosie Wynter -| - ditto - -| Elias Gates ~ 1413 4

_ Abraham Saunders | male ditto - -| Mrs.O’Neil -/- + = 9 3 4
_ Mathew Dracketh | - ditto - -]A.Davis- -° a2 - =

_ Charles James -| ditto, blacksmith -{ Mr. James = a4 0~ =

_ Mary Bell - -| «+ female non-pr.,| Alfred E.Robins 16 — - .
(continued)

154.
  domestic.
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x, Class, and Trade| Name of the Estate,
re NAME . Sen © of the or of Sum Paid, Sum Unpaid. Remarks,

Valuation, of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

Parisu or Kineston, Disrricr or Kineston—continued. ara £2 a

1837:
2 May -| Caroline Robertson| -~ female non-pr., |Marg. Dunbar - 12:13 4

domestic.
9 ~ | Maria Bowley -j]- ditto - -| Elizabeth Rose - 1013 4] - -|-- paid to Re-

15. = «| Ann Welch - - ditto - -| Pereira Mendis - 1213 4 ceiver-general,

16 — {| Antoinette Ariano |- ditto -  -| Joseph Ariano - 14,11 §
17. ~ +] Frances Judah -j|- ditto - - | Eliz. C. Bailey - - - 16 - -
22 - -| PriscillaThomas -[- ditto - - {| Rosanna Derby 10 13 4

2 June - {| Sarah Farriere -j|- ditto - - | John Farriere - 13 6 8
3 -  -| David Gray -| male ditto - -| W.V. Fuller - 20 - -
5 - «| Richard Rixstall -|- ditto +  ~-| Carol. Copeland 20 - —
16 — +] Robert Rowley -| non-pr., pioneer -| Atkinson &Hosier, 25 = —
_ John Simmons’ -| ditto, mason -| C. M‘Glashen - ig - -

19 June -| Eliz. M‘Pherson -| female non-predial |Eleanor Wood - 11 § 10
_ Cath. M‘Pherson - | = ditto + ~|- ditto - - 6 9 2
_ Catherine Wynter |- ditto - + | Helenus White - 1217 11

21 June -| Eliza Cummins -j;- ditto - - | Eliza Harrison - 14516 8
30 ~ -{| Gracy Chariton -|- ditto -« -| Elizabeth Reid - 13 - -

11 July -] Catherine Spiers -|- ditto -  - | Catherine Bailey 9--
_ Elizabeth Francis- |- ditto - ~|Moses Da Costa 9 3 4

12 July +| Sophia Tully -|- ditto -  -|AnnSheyer - 12 = =
14 = -] Priscilla Roberts -|- ditto - + | MargaretDunbar| 12 -— -
1§ — -|JaneBell - -|+ ditto - - | Mathew White - 6 - -
17 — =| Olive Wilnot -|- ditto - - | Thomas White - Ww —
25 ~- «+1 Robert Carrol -| maieditto « -| D. Alexander - 17 6 8
27 — +! Jane Carpenter ~- | female ditto -| Robert Smith - 813 4
28 - -+{ Henry Hunter ~-| maleditto -  -| Mary Fortitre - 14.21 8

Torats - -£.1 974 2 go! 25416 5

H. Moresby,
Special Justice.

ParisH oF St. Mary, Norta West Lezwarp District:

1836;
5 Nov. -| Julian Wilson =~| female non-preedial |Jane Ewers = - 4 - =
12 = | Robert Campbell -| male pr. attached - |Greenwood - 56 - -
19 — -|JohnInnis - -]- ditto - - | Langley - - - - 55 ~ =
— John Marshall -|-+ ditto - - | Crescent - - 30 ~- —-
_ Fliza Waters -| female non-preedial | - - - a1 6 8
_ Charles Scott -| -- malepr., cooper, |Wentworth - - - 65 - =

attached.

3 Dec. -| Sarah Bayley -| female pr. attached|Pemberton Valley} 48 17 10
10 = -{| Richard Hamilton| male pr. unattached| Castlemine - 48 - -
31 -  ~| Francis Bennett -| male non-preedial - | Mason Hall =- 16 17 10

1837:

21 January| William Sims -|+-male pr, con-| Castlenine - 67:13 4
stable, attached.

_ Edward Brown -| male pr. attached -| Preston - -~ 58 6 8
_ Maria Henry —-| female pr. attached| Fontabelle - 37 6 8

4 February|Mary Bridges -|- ditto -« -| Crescent - - - - 44 6 8
— Elizabeth Henley -| fem. pr. unattached| Castle Comfort - - 4613 4

18 February| Eleanor Forbes -| female pr. attached| Russel Hall = - 23 6 8
— Rebecca Barton -| fem. pr. unattached! Mason Hall = - - 3413 4

25 February} Thomas Pennock -| male non-preedial -| Barriffe Hall + 30 = —

41 March| Robert Collins -| male pr. unattached} Mason Hall  « 37 6 8
— Julian M‘Cormick | female non-preedial | - ditto- —- 20 - -

_~ Jemmy M‘Cormick| male pr. unattached| - ditto - - 27 6 8
— William Jacks -|- - male non-pr.,| Edw. Livingstone - - 33 6 8

carpenter.
—_ James Jacks “|: ditto - -j- ditto. - - 33 6 8
~ Rosalie Grant —~| female pr. attached| Albion - ~~ go - -

18 March | Edwin Morrison -| male pr. unattached| Clifton Hill 47 - -
_ Sophia Byfield =| female non-predial |George Gordon - 1214 «5
— Ruthy Anq Francis| female pr. attached| Trinity  - - 40 6 8
o J. Ann Wentworth |- ditto - -/| Tryall -  - wgo=- ~      
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DATE NAME Sex, Class, and Trade | Name of the Estate, Remarks
f . of the f Paid. : .

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the‘Master, Sum Paid Sum Unpaid. if Unconcladed.

_

Partso or St. Many, Nortn West Leewsrp Disrricr—continued.

1837: £. 4a d. £ os d.

1 April -|Mary Field - -| fem. pr. unattached| Gibraltar - . 22 4 «53

_ Harriett =- - | female non-predial | ditto - + 1715 7
— Caroline Henry -j|- ditto - -| ditto - - 16 —- —
— Jane Gibson -j- ditto - -| Albion -— - 16 - —

8 April -| William Johnson -| -- malepr.,cooper,| Brimmer Hall -|- - -{| 6613 4
attached.

_ Charles Barton -| male pr. unattached} Mason Hall -|- -.- = 36.13 4
15 April -|Henrietta Cameron female pr. attached| Roslin =- ° 20 = -

— Eleanor Richards- |- ditto - - | Trinity - - 20 ~ =
— Jane Bryan - -|- ditto - -{ ditto - - 20 = =

27 April - Christopher Dobson| male pr. unattached| Stoneyfield =-[- - - 47.13 4

28 - -| Patrick Bury -| male pr. attached - |New Ramble - 3413 4
_ Elizabeth Frame -| female non-preedial |Union Hill - %o- -

19 April - | Charles Grant —~| female pr. attached| Albion - — - 4213 4
28 — -| Cecilia Hall -|- ditto - -| ditto - - jo - =

11 May -| Jeannette Bowley | female non-predial | Union Hill - i - -
13 -  -| Francis Hall -| male non-preedial -|Miles Nugent - 4o- -
16 ~ ~-| Harriett Garvey -| female non-preedial Boscobell - 21 6 8
a0 — -{| FrancesLyons -|- ditto - -{| Jane Bertus - 8 - -
27 - «| Mary Ann Newton| female pr. attached| Preston - + 38 - -
_ Susan Beckford ~| female non-predial |Wilderness = - 17 6 8

3 June «| Ritty Welsh -j- ditto - -{ Nonsuch -~ - 16 6 8
— Robert Stevenson -| male pr. attached -| ditto - «fe - | 20 ~ =

_ Bessy Channer -| female pr. attached | Tryall - -!'* - = 32 6 8
_ Eliza Campbell -]- ditto - -j Albion -— - 4213 4

10 June -| Elvira Forbes -| female non-predial | Jane Ewers =~ 16 6 8

y= Sarah Gardiner -| female pr. attached|Pemberton Valle 20 - -

_- Amelia Martin -| fem. pr. unattached| Airy Hill - ele - - 42.13 4

_ Cecilia Grandison | - itto - ¢| Berry Hill - 4213 4

— Letitia Green -|- ditto - -] ditto - - 4213 4

_ Frances King -|- ditto - -| Bishop Mount - 20 - -

22 June Caroline Byndloss | - ditto - ~| Stoneyfield - 32 17 10

23 - -| Susan Murphy -| female non-predial |Mary Cameron - 16 = =

1 July - {| Edward Ray - | male non-predial - |Wentworth - 30 = -

_ Edward Roberts -{| -- male pr., car-| Whitehall -|-e + « 5815 =

penter, attached.
_ Emanuel Roberts -| male pr. attached -| ditto - -]- - - g2 8 4

— Margiana Ray «| female non-preedial|Dorothy Wright w=

8 July -| Mary Stevens —-| fem. pr. unattached| Mason Hall = - 18 - =

10 ~ + | Maria M‘Donald -| female non preedial | Cherry Garden - 16 - -

15 = =| Mary Davis -{- ditto - - {| Alex.Cameron-|- - =~ 16 - -

a9 = -| George Barriffe -| male pr.unattached| Mason Hall -| 24 - -

TotaL - » £.)1,406 6 104] 678 8 5

William Marlton,
Special Justice.

Partsn or CuaRenpon, Cuaretton District:

1837:
8 April -| Robert Jones =~| malenon-pr.,servant| Alexandria =~ 2 - =

15 =  -| James Gordon  ~| male pr. attached -| Lucky Valley - 46 - -

10 June +| Ann Bryson -| female non preedial| Old Plantation «| - - - 15 - —| --thoughtthesum

8 July -| James Johnson -| male non-pr., tailor | Miss Faulkner -| 16 = = awardedtoo much.

29 ~ | Mary Ann Thomas| female pr. attached| Mullett Hall -| 25 - -

ToraL- -& | 112 - = wm =

Philip 0Reillu,
Special Justice.  
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112 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

i the Estate,DATE NAME Sex, Class,and Trade Nameofhe Estat Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. Remarks,
Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

| ! - ~ParisH oF TRELAWNY, INTERIOR District: £8. d, £ os d
1836;

1 Nov. -| John Clarke -| --male pr. appren., |Belmont - eTe - -{ 75 - - | too high.
a Carpenter.

_ Francis Williamson| male pr. apprent. -| Friendship -| 10 — -
_ John Sutherland -| malenon-predial - | - ditto - ~| 11 6 8
— Mary Drummond -| female non-pradial | Silver Grove -{| 21 — —

22 Nov. -| Margaret Bucknett| - ditto - - |Pembroke -| @- =
24 - -| Joseph Green ~|male non-predial -| Fontabelle -{/ 15 - =
29 - -| Sarah AnnGallimore) female non-predial | Unity - +-| 21 - =
— Eliza Linton -j- ditto - -| Linton Park -{ 17:16 8
—_ Isabella Graves -| female predial ~-| Gravesend - - *| 44 - = | no money.— George Brown -| -- male predial, a | Chester - -| 60 ~ —

mason.
14 Dec. -| Eliza Grant - +| female non-preedial |- ditto -| 10 — =16 —- +) Mary Hogarth -|- ditto - =| Garredu - -}- - -| a - — no money,~ Frances Thompson| . ditto - - | York - -} 2113 4— Archy Brands =| male non-predial - | Reserve - -] 13 ~ —
— George Henry -|--male predial, a| Potosi + ~« - =| 60 - = | too high,

carpenter.
—_ Elizabeth Gallimore| female predial - | Gravesend . - =| 34 = = | no money,— Charlotte Holden -| female non-predial |Good Hope -| 21 - =

1837:

2 January|James Broderick -| - ~ male predial, a | Friendship -| 56 - =
tradesman.

_ Ann Whittaker -| female non-predial Dromilly - -j| 20 = -
10 January| Catherine M‘Donald| female predial  - Covey - -| 36 - -— Benjamin Reid -| - - male preedial, a } Gales Valley 70 - -— |= = +1] a good tradesman

plumber.
35 January| Robert Taylor -| malenon preedial - | Belmont - -{ 25 - .
31 <— -{| Sarah Wright = -| female non-predial|GoldenGrove -| 18 ~ —_ Jane M‘Farlane -| ~ ditto - - |Pembroke -; 18 - .— Harriett Cross +) - ‘ditto - -| Wales - -; 18 ~ —
— Peggy Young -| female predial -| Linton Park -| 52 - —— Mary Cohall “|- ditto -  -/- ditto - -/ 42 - -

28 Feb, -| Mary Ricard -| female non-predial| Fontabelle -j 19 - -
— Sarah Blackford -|- ditto -  - Hampstead -{ 17 - -
~ Eliza Williams -| - ditto - - | Linton Park -{ 17 ~ =— Catherine Charley |- ditto - - | Lansguenet — - 7W- -
— William Sanderson | male non-preedial - |Golden Grove -| 15 - —

13 March | Catherine M‘Innis| female predial ~-| Shawfield - - - -| 45 - - too high and no— Richard Barrett -| --male predial, a Cambridge - -  -} 6710 = money.
mason. ;

— Jane Gallimore -| female non-predial | Unity - -{ 15 . —_ Sarah Menzies -| female predial -| Good Hope -| 49 — -— Grace Birch - -|- ditto - -| Retreat - -| 8 . +
24 March | George Anderson -| -- male predial, a | Bunkers Hill -{| 50 ~ ~

Carpenter.
— Elizabeth Foster -| female non-predial { Bunkers Hill -| 15 — ~— Elizabeth Robinson| - ditto - -| Reserve - -] 16 6 85 May -j| Emily Delisser -| female predial -| Gravesend - - - | 3413 4 | too high.— Martha Thompson| female non-predial |Pembroke -1 14 3 4~ Christian Williams | female predial -j| Bounty Hall - - -| 47 3 4 |too high.— Elizabeth Wilson -| female non-praeedial | Reserve - - 13 6 8— Elizabeth Hames -| ~ ditto - -| Retreat - -} 18 — -

20 May -| Henrietta Richards| female predial -{| Reserve - -}| 32 - -— Ann Kerr «  -]. ditto - - |Wakefield -| 47:18 4— John Cole - =~| male pradial -| Wales o- - - =| 47:18 4 | too high,25 May -~-| Jane Petrikin ~| female predial -| Weston Favel -|] 42 4 9— Rebecca Henry -| female non-preedial|York - -| 16 — =— Mary Gale - -|- ditto - - | Wakefield -| 16. -
31 May -| John Brown -| male predial -| Reserve - -{ gf . —

_ George Goodwin -| male non-preedial - |Cambridge -| 1813 4— William Thomas -} - ditto - - | Peru - -| 16 = .14 June -| CarolineGore -| female non-predial |Wales + {| 11 g =15 ~ + Robert Mitchell -| male predial - | Good Hope - - *] 25 = =| too high,19 July -|MaryAnnGirdwood| female non-predial | - ditto -  - 14.10 =— Samuel Simpson -| malepreedial -| Zilston « - “ -| 47 5 = | too high.

S. Pryce,     Special Justice.
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DATE NAME Sex, Clase, and Trade | Name of theEstate, Remarks.
6 . of the or o s id. id. ,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. um Paid Sum Unpaid if Uuconcluded.

 

ParisHzs or St. JAMES, HANOVER, AND WESTMORLAND WesTERN InteRIor District:

1836:

12 Nov.

16 -

1837:

6 May

8 July

 

Charles Campbell

Rebecca Hudson -

Sarah Mudie -

Samuel James -

 
-- male pradial,
carpenter.
female predial -

female non-preedial

-- male predial,
carpenter.

 

Parish oF WESTMORLAND, LEEWARD DISTRICT:

1836:

1 Dec.

6 -

lo -

1837:

3 Jan,

2 Feb.
18

4 March

16 —

28 Jan.

25 March

—

—

2 April

8April

6 May

20 May

3 June
a
24 =
—  

Frances Coates -

Isabella Guthrie -

Frances Hird -

Catherine Rimner

Henry Meyler -

Ann Connell -

Mary Webster -

Ann Clark - -
Elizabeth Wagstaff
Allan Walker .

Mary A. Martin

Annie Ashman

Henrietta Evans

David Fisher

Jane Walker

Henney Miller

Jane Cathcart
Wm. Plymouth

Rachel Williams
Lizzy Williams
Mary Saunders
Horace Beckford

Letitia Johnson
John Lewis -
Wm. Bernard
Walter Pringle

Hugh Stewart
James Hylton
Eleanor Johnson
Beasey|Renton

/
/  

female non-preedial

female non-predial

female predial -

female non-preedial

male non-predial

female non-predial

female predial -

female non-predial
female predial +
female predial -

female non-praedial

female non-preedial

female predial -

- male preedial, car-
penter.
female non-predial

female non-predial

female non-preedial
- male predial, car.
penter.
female predial -
female predial -
female non-preedial
male predial -

female non-pradial
male predial -
male preedial -
male non-predial -

male non-predial -
male non-predial -
female predial -
female non-predial

 

154.
 

York Pen -

- - Haughton-
grove Pen.

Wiltshire - -

Eden - -

Tora, - - £.

Margaret Wilson

Moreland

Paul Island

Meylersfield

- ditto -

Glasgow -

Mount Eagle -

King’s Valley -
Martin Wagstaff
Cape Savanna -

Mary Robertson

Drummonds

Mount Eagle -

King’s Valley

Meylersfield

T. Harpur

Glasgow +
Old Hope

Glasgow -
- ditto -
A. Deleon
King’s Valley

A. K. Storer
H. Whitelock
Longpond
Mount Eagle

- ditto -
Meylersfield
Retirement
Glasgow -

Torat - - &

14 5 8

60 5 7

105 13° 2

60 ~ —

 

7412 3 165 13 2
 

 

J. Odell,
Special Justice.

 

33 6 4
815 -

a1 - =

41 -

20 = -

60 - -

16 — =

at 6

10 = -

58 - -

- x

i '

33

J
Co ! t

80

65
19
65

27

D
a
i
l

o
o
l

|

27
to 6

56 -
25 =

|

w
s

m
n
)

a
t

o
t

80 3 9
gt 10 =

 

c
o

895 4 262 11 3
 

    
E. D. Philp,

Special Justice.

 

(continued)
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i NAME Sex, Class,and Trade | Name otrot| Sam Paid. | Som Unpaid Remarks,
Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

| —

Paris of St. ANN, Leewarp on Lower Day Harsovur District:

1836: Zs d. | £ ss ad.

23 Nov. -| Jeannette Burnett femalepr.apprentice} Dornock - -} 5813 4

10 Dec. -| Eliza Sivright —-| female non-pr. app. | Home Castle - {| y2 10 —

_~ Mary Sivright +1 - ditto - -|- ditto - -|} go - -

_ John Guest - |- {| male pr. apprentice| Belle Air=  -|- - -={ 7210 =

17 Dec. -| Charles Brown -| male non-pr. app. + | Retreat - -| 25 - =

1837:

21 Jan. -| Richard Steele ~~| -- male pr. appren-} Bleinfields “}- -| G6 - -
tice, carpenter.

_ Jane Borland - | femalepr.apprentice} Hopewell- -|- +- *] 25 = -

- Charies M‘Donald| male pr. apprentice |Minard - -}- © *] 7310 =

4 Feb. -| George Allen -| male non-pr. app. - | Hopewell - -| 30 ~ —

18 — -/| Julian Fagan -| female non-pr. app. | Retreat - -|- - «| 2 = =

4 March | Edward Lawrence| male pr. apprentice | Lincoln - -| 73 - =

_ John Balnevis -{+ ditto - -[- ditte - -;- + +] 5413 4

_ William Burnett -{ + ditto - -| Dornock - -|] 73 - =

11 - +| Thomas Duggan -|- ditto - -{| Valley Minor -/}- + -+{ 37 11

18 — -~| James Williams ~-| male non-pr. app. -| Penshurst -} 46 4 5

15 April -| Richard Johnston | male pr. apprentice | Lindale - -)- - -| 59 = =

—_ John Lawrence -|- ditto - -| Lincoln -~ - - «1 69 -~ -

13 May -| Jane Allen -  -|femalepr.apprentice| Lindale - -|* - +} 44 6 8

5 June -{ Mary Samuels -|- ditto - -j| Retreat - - 5--
10 - -| Maria Burnas ~-/| femalenon-pr.app.] Knapdale~ -j}- - +] 15 - =
_ Charlotte Allen -j- ditto - +-| G.R.Tingle,esq.| 24 10 -
— Margaret Fyfe -|- ditto - -{|--estateofMary} 20 - -

Ann Baillie.
_— James Stevenson, | --has never done|- ditto - ef. - -! 10 = «=

son of above. any work.
17 -  +| Rebecca Bramwell| female pr.apprentice} Retreat - -{| 45 - =
_ Maria Wills - —-| female non-pr. app. |Mrs. Ann Fraser 6 6 8
—_ Ann Wills - -|- ditto - a ditto - 4 6 8

24 ~ +] Maria Burnett -| femalepr.apprentice| Dornock - -[=+ - -! 45 = =

ag July -|Thomas Llewelly male pr. apprentice |Mount Pleasant |- - -| 35 - =

: Torah - «£./ 473 10 2 | 651 11 8

Stanley Rawlinson,
Special Justice.    

 

  
 

Panisn or Sr. TuomMas-tn-rHe-VaLe, AND Precinct or St. Jonny, Linpas Distaict:

1837:

10 Jan.

10 Feb.

15 June

a May

Anne Birmingham

Sarah M‘Donald -

Letitia Brown -

Thomas Scott -

Sarah Moyen .

Margaret Hill = -

Thomas Cargill -

 

- - female predial
apprentice.

. ditto - -

predial unattached

- -¢ male preedial
attached, carpenter
and millwright.

- - female predial
apprentice.

- ditto - «+

predial unattached

 
 

Stirling Castle -

Mount Idalia_-

Orangefield = -

Cliffords - -

Pleasant Hill

° ditto

- ditto -

Torah «

 

30

31

120

28

50

  

   
  

8.

No regular re-
cord has been kept
kept of inconclu-
sive valuations;
but theywould not
at most exceed
five in number.
The irregular at-
tendance of ma-
gistrates at Point
Hill, and extent
of ground inclin-
ing the apprentice
to attendthe near-
est court.

R. Ricketts,
Special Justice.
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DATE . Sex, Class, and Trade Name of the Estate,
of NAME . Of the " me or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. Remarks,Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

St. THOMAS-IN-THE-VALE, Ropygey Hatt District:
1837: £2 d £8. d.

7 Jan. +| James Hamilton +| non-predial- -| Tullock Estate| 19 ~ ~
_ Mary Lewis- -|- ditto - -| Mickton Pen -}| 90 —- —
_ James Walters -| predial - -|- ditto « -| 67 - -

13 Jan. -| Catherine Gawson| non-predial- -] Rodney Hall -]| 16 — ~

a1 Jan. -| Ann F.Smith =~| preedial - -| Tullock Estate-{ 47 - -

_ J. Brooks - -| ditto- - - | Mt. Mathews -/| 55 = -

4 Feb. -| Mary Marshall -| ditto» + +] ditto - -| 44 - -

_ Jane Cotham -| non-predial- = -| Rodney Hall -| 30 - -

11 Feb. - | Ann Hall + — -| preedial - ¢]| Lemon Ridge -] 44 18 13
18 Feb. -| Francis Cox- +| non-predial- =- | Rodney Hall -{ 21 6 8
1 April - | James Taylor -| predial - «=| St. Thomas-in-{ 53 6 8

the-V ale.

8 April -| Francis Reynolds -| ditto- - -j- ditto - -| g5 - -
15 April -| Jessy Milburne -| non-predial- -| Airy Mount -| 28 6 8
23 April - | Sarah Hamilton and|- ditto - -| Shenton - -| 28 6 8

her twin children,
daughters.

_ Thomas Edberry,|- ditto - +] Raramont- -| 42 - =
Joseph Edberry,
Donald Edberry,

. brothers.
29 April -| Mary Gordon -|- ditto + -|RoseHall -/- + ~-| a2 = -

ToraL - - £.1 554 4 9 a - =  
  

Centre District, St. ANN’s:

From 1

1837:

12 May

20 May

—=

10 June

24 July  
May 1837 to 31 July 1837:

Robert Garvey -

Olivia Henry = -

William Tracy -

John Walters, a
boy.

J. Swithenbank -

non-preedial -

- ditto - -»

predial -

ditto - - -

non-preedial -

 
 

154,

 

 
 

  
paid to me, and by me to the estates.

district. All

 
I certify that the case of valuation of Mary Gordon was handed to Mr. Special

Justice, on his taking charge of the the other valuations have been

J. Reynolds,
Special Justice.

 

1713 4
 

Roaring River =| go - —

Seville - *| 2013 4

dito - -|] 53 = <-

Greenwich Park | 26 6 8

Seville - Je ee  -

ToraL - - & 130 - - 17.13 4
 

  
» ~ this valuation
unconcluded, but
J. Swithenbank is
performing _his
duty on the estate
of Seville.

J. Reynolds, Special Justice.

 

(continued)
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s State,Dare NAME Sex,Class and Trade | Nameofthe ate Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

ParisH or St. CATHERINE, Leewarp District: £. 8. dy £ os. d.

1836:

27 Dec. | John Lewis - -| won-preedial- = -|Hon.JohnLunan| 43 - -

1837:

28 Jan. | Clementina Auxilly | ditto-  - +{ Mrs.Bolton -j| 19 10 -

— Lavinia Maxfield - | ditto - - - | Miss Coakley -| 17 6 8

11 Feb. | Cecilia Ingram = -| predial - -| Mra.Ingram - {| 1131 ~4$

a1 April | William Lewis = - ditto - - - |Twickenham-park} 16 ~ 3 |- - ~| - - Evidence taken
estate. on oath, that John

. Small’s labour was
19 = John Small - -| ditto - - -| J. A. Breary of| - - -| 85 4 G6 | worth 3s. 4d. per

. St. John’s. diem.
a2 006 George Kingrose -| ditto - - - |Geo.W.Hamilton| - - -| 74 5 -| --ditto,2s, 114,

per diem.
28 + William Spittal -| ditto - . -] Ditto - -/- ° -}| 43.12 6 |ditto,2ol. perann.
_ George Laing _ -| non-preedial - -| Ditto - -| 1413 4

13 May| Isabella Edwards - preedial - - | Cross-pen estate| - - =} - -| - - Unconcluded,
17 June | Robertingram = - non-predial - - |TwoMileWoodPen| 18 13 4 local justices esti-
24 = Amelia Johnson -| ditto- +  -| Orange-grove 312 2 mating the value

plantation. ofisabellaEdwards’
1 July Thomas Brood ~- {| ditto - - - | Dr. Hawkins -] 12 2 9 services at 18/. per
8 - Daniel Francis -{ ditto - - -| Ditto - -| @ - = annum, which te

12 August| Susan Burntsides -| predial - +| Taylor’sCaymanas| 42 12 2 special magistrate
estate. considered _— too

22 Robert Hamilton -{ non-predial - -| Thos. Laud, esq. | 36 6 8 much for an infirm
andweakly woman.

£.1236 8 434/203 2 ~

William Ramsay,
Special Magistrate.

Parisu oF St. Georce’s, Correz Moustain Disrricr:

1837:

25 July | William Baines -| male, non-predial, |Mount Holstein|- - -{ 20 ~ -| No money.
domestic. .

_— John Stamp - - | male, non-predial, | Ditto - cae - -| 15 - = | ditto.
carpenter.

£./ 35 - -

R. St. John,
Special Justice.

ParisH oF TreLawny, Fatmoutny District:

1836:

5 Nov. | Elizabeth Brown -| female,non-pr. app. | Green Park -| 1813 4
— Sarah Reid - - | ditto - - - | Ab. Frizwell,Fal- | 1813 4

mouth.
7 Nov. |Mary Jackson -| female,predialapp. | Mrs. Scarlett, S.} 40 -— -

Marsh.
— Eliza Scarlett -| ditto - - -| Judith Hine, S.{ 40 - —-

Marsh.
— Rebecca Lea - | female,non-pr.app. |F.James,Falmouthh 413 4

12 Nov. | Margaret Hyslop -| ditto - - -| Green Park -| 1710 =
— James M‘Intosh -| male, pradial app.{ Ditto -« -|- - +| 30 - = | No funds.

16 Nov. | Margaret Black -| female,uon-pr.app.|‘Tap Hill - -| 3813 4
19 7 Margaret Hazell - | ditto- - +] Mrs. Dr.Hodges,| 13 6 8

Falmouth.
21 = Sarah White -| ditto - - - | Roulter Brown,; 16 13 4

Falmouth.
_ Catherine Jenkins | female, non-predial |F. L. Lilly, Fm®°;- - +-| 20 -— = | ditto
— George Marcus -j| male, przdial ap-| Orange Valley -{ 61 2 3

prentice, carpenter.
28 Nov. Henry Cooper -| male, non-pr. app. | J.Muir,Falmouth| 27 15 7
— Myra - - -| female,non-pr. app. |W.Dyer,Falmouth| 22 4 6      
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Date NAME Sex, Class and Trade Name of Estate, Remarks
of : of the or of id. i e »Valuation. of the Apprentice, Apprentice. the Mester. Sum Paid Sum Unpaid. if Unconcluded.

1836: £ os. d £8. d.
10 Dec. |James James — -| male, predial app. |Anne,Browne,Fm*}- - -| 30 — —| no funds tendered.
12 - Catherine Williams female, non-~pr. arp. R.Chambers,Lucia 1213 4

— Anne Robertson -{ ditto - - -| ELA. Clarke, Fm° 1910 7 ,
19 Dec. | Charlotte Gordon} ditto.  - R.W.G.Scott,Fm°} 19 8 13
24 - Rebecca Knowles| female, predialapp. Hague - - 33 8 11
1837;

16 jaa. Elizabeth Davies - | ditto-  - {| Litchfield Pen-|[- ~~ - 39 13 4| ditto.
_ William Kelly =| male, non-pr. app.| Eliz. Earl, Fm? -{- - — - 45 - —| ditto.

23 Jan. | Jane Campbell -| female,non-pr.app.|Mrs.Stewart,Fm°|-  - —- 10 3 —| ditto.
— Catherine Marrett| female, predialapp.j Hague  - -|- - - 30 6 8| ditto.

28 Jan. | Edward M*Millan| male, prediai app. | Green Side —- 4613 4
— George Smith -| male, non-pr. app. |Green Park __ - 2 - -

jo Jan. | Sarah Page - ==| female,non-pr, app. |Wm. Dyer, Fm° a40- =
— Charles Truscott - | male, non-pr. app. |Armagh - -|- - - 25 - =—| ditto.

4 Feb. |-—— Meshé + — -| female, non-pr.app Orange Valley - 20 = -
— Rebecca Hardiman| ditto- = - Jno.Vernon,Fm? |- — - 2210 -

6 Feb. | Jane Gardiner -| ditto- = -{| Mrs.Scarlett,St.|- = - 20 - -
Marsh.

—_ Peter Walker = - | - male, predial app. |Green Park -{- -  - gl 15 7
a and hd. carpenter

13 Feb. | Frances Smillie -| female,non-pr. app. Kent - 15° 3
—_ Eliza - - - | ditto - - Cath. Scott, Fm° | - — - - 1g 811
— Anne Cameron -| ditto- -  - {| A.Campbell,Fm° | 1210 -

27 Feb. Thomas Cook - male, non-pr. app. OrangeValley of~ - - 18 17:10

—_ Elizabeth Webb -| female,non-pr.app. {M.A.Campbell,Fm} -  - = - 14.13 4
— Jane Lyon - * |} ditto - - - |M.D.Carvalho,Fm) 15 2 3

4 March|Mary Reed - -] ditto- - +] Epsom Pen - 10 - -
— James Scarlett +| male, pradial app. | Green Park -| - - - 45 11 1
— Allick Morris -| ditto - - - | Mrs. M. G. Hine, 36 8 7

St. Marsh.
~ JamesHolloway - male, non-pr. app. Armagh - - 311 1

_ Sarah Christie - female, praedial app. Grange - - 414 - -

11 March| Mary N. Tyrrell -| female,non-pr. app- U.T. Todd —- 2 = -
— Jane Campbell +] ditto - - AndrewWells, Fm° 21 2 3

~_ Mary N. Steel -] ditto-  - - | Miss Stoney, Fm® 9 110
13 March| Sarah Dunbar -| ditto- - E. A. Clark, Fm°|- + - ig - =
18 ~ James Edmunds -| male, predial app. Green Park ==| - - - 48 17 10

_— — Bryan - -| ditto - - Wm. Dyer, Fm?| - - - 40 - -
20 March| Jno. Christie -| male, non-pr. app. |Wm.Cardien,Fm*| - - 22 4 6
— Kingston - -| ditto - - - {| Mrs.E.Giles,fm*| - - - o2 4 6

25 March! William M‘Leod -| ditto-  - -| Wm. Flash, Fm°]- -  - git 1
_ Margaret Wray -| female,non-pr.app.| C. Jackson, Fm? 1715 7
_ Eliza Wray - -| ditto - - - | Wm. Flesh, Fm° 1013 4
— Mary Wray- +| ditto- - -| C. Jackson, Fm° 1013 4

12 April | Mary Cotter - | ditto « - Wm. Tharp, Fm* 1715 7
_ Anne Brissett + | female, preedial app. Spring - 10 17 10

8 April |Sarah M‘Neish -| ditto - - Ginger Valley - 399 - -
10 = Jno, Dallas - - | male, non-pr. app. Daniel Browne - wig 4
a Mary Sammells_ - female, preedial app.} Hague - - 5 15 3 4
_ Elizabeth Burke -} female, non-pr. app.|W. Cardien, Fm? w= =

22 April | Sarah Anne - -| ditto - - -| A. Williams, Fm®; - - - 11:13 4
5 May | Martha Thompson| ditto - - - | Pembroke of- - - 1413 4

_ Emily Delisser -| female, pradial app. Gravesend -4- - ° 3413 4
_ Christian Williams} ditto - - Bounty Hall -j - - - 4713 4
_ Elizabeth Haymes| female, non-pr.app.| Retreat - -|- *  - 1815 =
—_ Elizabeth Wilson -} ditto - - -| Reserve - - 13 6 8

6 May| Charlotte Fowler -| ditto - - - | Eliza Muir, Fm® 465 -
_ Fanny Browne -| female, preedial app. | Water Valley - 3413 4

8 May | Amelia Small ~] ditto - - -| Green Park = -|- ° - 17 6 8
—_ Frances Holmes -| female, non-pr. app. | Jas. Muir, Falm® 14 4 5

22 May | Amelia Barnet - 1} ditto - - - | S. Edwards, Fm? 15 11 3
29 - William Henry -| male, non-pr. app.| W.Miller,Armagh 4@o- =
§ June | Lizzy Davis - -| female, non-pr. |pp- Kent - 4o- -

100 Susan- - +1 ditto- = - Sam. Lugg, Fa - se 6 - -
19 - Ann Hyatt - ~| female, praedial app. | Hague = 12:10 -
26 Samuel Holland. - | male, non-pr. app. | Mrs. Wilton - 125 7
10 July | Anne Kelly - —-| female, non-pr. app. |M.Thompson, Rock} 11 6 8
120 George Forbes +| male, non-pr. app. |W-Hamilton,Fm° 15 5 7

William Kelly -j| ditto- - -{| Jos.Harrey,Fm*/}- - = - 6 - -
17 July James Atkins -| male, predial app.| Hague - -j- 7 ° 24 6 8
24 Grace - - +| female, non-pr. app. Orange Valley - 10 13 4
— George Scott - | male, predial app. |Green Side : 45 - =

- Mary Graves -| female, non-pr. app.| Jos. Hardy, Fm 13 6 8

154.

      
Jos. Rawlins Thomas, Lieutenant R.N.,

Special Justice.



PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

118

lass and Trade Name of Estate,

ue NAME Sex Chessthe or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation, of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded.

Parisn or St. THOMAS-IN-THE-VALE, LezwarD DistRICT: £os8d £«ad
1837: . & a, . & a

6 Mey - | Cecilia M‘Donald| female, non-pr.app.| Enfield - ~~ 26 - = .

_— RebeccaM‘Dermott| female, pred. app.| Cotswold - -j|- + - 70 = - One-third not

_ Diana Roberts -| ditto- - «| ditto’ -* -]j-  - . go —- ~ {fdeducted.

27 May -| ElizaHickson  -| female, non-pr. app. Miss Ryan . 20 = =

29 - -| John Davis - =| male, non-pr. app. Coolshade - 10 = =

go June +| Bessy Cross- _ ~| female, pred. app.| Harker’s Hall - 50 -— -

_ Frederick French -| male, preedial app. | Lemon Ridge -|- + - 60 - -

_ Samuel Clarke -| male, predial app. |Thomas Edbury|- - = 80 - -

coppersmith. & Co.

— Jane Wilson -| female, pred. app. | New Works = -| - - - 40 =- =

17 July -|Maria Cooper ditto-  -  -| Shenton -— - 50 - =

18 — «| JohnCorner . -| male, non-pr. app. | Bybrook - = 20 - =

Toran - £.) 176 - -]| 280 - -
=}

Thomas Thomas, Special Justice.

Parisins or MancuesTzR anp St. ANDREW'S:
1836:

14 Dec. +| John Reid - -| male, predial att. | Great Valley - 54 - = 41 = -|]-« Went for his

16 = «| Anne Ewell.  -j female, non-pr.att. | Enfield - - 24415 = money, and did

1837: : not return.

a6 January| Catherine Wright -| female, predial att, | Oatlands - -]| 35 = -

1837: Sr. Anprew’'s ParisH:

10 April -| Francis Arnut = -| male, preedial att. | Mr. Arnut, Small 43 6 8
Settlement.

- Eleanor Brown -| female, preedial att. |Temple Hall -}+ - - 56 6 8

_ Rodney Graham -| male, preedial att. | Rosemount -|- °° = 63 5 4

14 April - | Alexander Hughes| ditto- - +] - - - 8410 -

— Nancy Graham -| female, preedial att. | + - - 56 6 8

_ Adam Smith -| male, predial att. | - - - - - 63 5 4

2 May -| January Marshall-} ditto- - =| Mr. Moses “le +2 = 35.13 4

— Jane Marshall  -| female, preedial att. | - - - 224 6
11 May -{ Duncan Campbell] male, praedial att. | King’s Weston -|- - = - "3 - -
_ Fanny Francis -| female, pradial att. |Campbell-street |= - - 65 ~- -
— Jane Dollar- =| ditto- - +j|GoldenSpring -|]- + = 65 - =

~ Pamela Horsfall -{ ditto - - -| Joppa - -|- ° - 65 - -

— Samuel Jones -| male, predial att. |Mr.George -[- - = - 65 - -
3 June -| Prince Hughes -]| ditto - - -|Rosemount - 73 - =e «| -- Moved for cere

~ Rosetta East -| female, predial att. | - - - 60 - = tiorari.

— William Small + male, predial att. |——-— O’Brien,| « - . 72 = =

Smail Settlement.

— Charlotte Ward -| female, preedial att. | Mr. Hunt, Small al - =
Settlement.

— Richard Harrint -| ditto- - -{Mr.Harrint,Small}- - - 2 =

, Settlement.
Toran - £.| 41716 2{/ 77217 4

Arthur Welch, Special Justice.

Panisn or Portrtanp, District Port ANTONIO:
1836 ~-{ none.

1837:
20 January| M. Thompson =| female, non-preedial} Grange - - gi - -
28 -— +-{|C.Rennels - -] ditto - - -| Golden Vale - 1313 4
25 March | E. A. Orgill -| female, predial app.| StantonHarcourt - 7 - =
— C. Orgill - +] ditto- - +] ditto = - - - 50 = =
—_ FE. Fletcher - | female, non-predial| Castle Comfort-| 25 - -
— E. Oatman - «| ditto- - +-| Whidah - = - a1 6 8

8 April -| C. Wylie - -| ditto- - -| Boston - = - a1 6 8
_ /A. Prince - -| ditto- - | StoneyHill - a. 6 8

15 July -| J. Atkinson - -| ditto - - - | Mount Pleasant 5B o-
— S.Gerard + -+{ ditto- + = {|Mrs.Brackenridge 19 6 8
—_ E. Gerard » -{ ditto- - -| ditto - ~- 10 - =

Toran ~ £.] 167 - -} 1822 = —         Henry Waddington, Special Justice.
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Date NAME Sex, Classand Trade Name of Estate, Remarks
of ‘ of the or of ; ‘ emarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice. Apprentice. the Master. Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. if Unconcladed.

Parisu or St. Many, Lezwarp Disrricr: £ ad Lead.

1837:
13 Jan. | William Bennet ~| preedial, blacksmith} Russell Hall ~~| - - -!| 6016 8
— _ | Olivia Jenkins  ~-| preedial, field -| ditto - ~| g1 - =

22 Feb.| William Ellis -]| ditto - - - |Gibraltar,Mr.Ben.] - - -| 60 - =
Hind.

_ Elizabeth Jackson jnon-preedial, domestic! Up Park -| 36 = -
_ Alex, Crossman ~| preedial, pen keeper Decoy Estate -{ 37 6 8
_ Nelly Hay - + jnon-preedial, domestic! Endeavour, Domk| 22 10 =

. Plunckett, trustee
58 May| Kitty Riely - - | non-preedial, wash-| Russell Hall -}| 2115 =

erwoman.
6 = | Charles Gordon -| predial, field and | Warwick Castle | 65 - -

handyman.
17 April | Susan Taylor -| preedial, field -| Three Hills -|. - -| 43 6 8
— Frances Tharp +| predial, mason +1 ditto - a}. - -| 54 5 -

1g May| James Miller - | precdial, handyman Decoy Estate -| 50 — —
_ William Forbs  -| preedial, field -|Huddersfield -| « - -| 3113 4

_ Jane Willis - -| ditto - - - | Tower Hill -| 40 = -
_ John Willson - ditto - . - ditto - ale - - 59 2 3

—_ Peter Anderson -] ditto - - -| Cardiff Estate -| - - -| 1415 §
23 June| Sarah Inch - - jnon-preedial, domestic] Halifax Estate -] 18 - —
1 Jan. | John Neil - -| predial, handyman| Epping Estate - - 5 -

go June| Rebecca Gray +|non-praedial, domestic; Cardiff Estate -| 26 6 8
14 July| John Taylor- =-| praedial, handyman | Windsor - -|+ - -{ 57 6 3
_ Thomas Petticrow | pradial,mason -| Derry Estate -| 57 6 3

January| Princess A.Williams| predial, field -| Mount Pleasant | - * -| 48 - -

£139797 [429 5 7

Henry Walsh, Special Justice.

Parisy oF St. Trromas-1n-THE-East, P, GARDEN River District:

1836:
3 Dec.| Margaret Kelly -|} female,non-pr.a. - | Duckenfield -| 33 6 8

—_ Thomas Edman -| ditto - - -| Mt. Felix - -/| 13 6 8
17 Dec.| Js. Logan + -| male, pradial u. - {| Cotton Tree -] 35 16 8
230 = Delia Blake - ~| female, preedial a.-{ Pleasant Hill - {| 35 16 8

1837:

7 Jan. | Natty Grant -| male, predial a. -| Beacon Hill -[ 4715 7
210 = Charlotte Milne ~| female, non-pr.a.-j| Rock Brook -j} 22 4 §
28 = Robert Scott -| male, prediala. -| Glenmoy - -{| 58 6 8
_ Hugh Aitchinson -| male, preedial,u. - | Thornton- -! 58 6 8
_ Mary Kelly - _—-| female, non-pr.a.-|Wheelerfield -{ 21 6 8
_ Robert Jackson -| male, pr. a. mason| Green Castle -| 7413 4

4 Feb.| Charlotte Brown -| female, pradial a.- | Golden Valley -| 28 - -
18 = Elizabeth Furgie -| female, non-pr. a.-|Golden Grove - | 25 13 9
25 = Elizabeth Smith | female, non-pr.u.-| Thornton - — - | 18 17 10
28 Leah Harvey - | female, predial a.-| P. Garden River | 34 3 4
- Marina Smith —-| female, predial u.-| Thornton - -| 4613 4

4 Mar. | Chs. M‘Pherson «| male, predial,a. - | Golden Valley - 60 14 9

— Pimelia Burke -| female, predial a.-| Wheelerfield -| 45.11 1

_ Juliana Dick -| ditto - - -| Bachelors’ Hall- | 56 18 11

1 April Nelly Thompson -| female, non-pr. a.- Winchester = =| 21 6 8

15 = Marina Francis -| female, predial a. - |Grampian -}| 30 6 8
6 May| Caroline Williams | ditto- -- -! Wheelerfield -| 3113 4
_ Jane Wilson -| female, non-pr.a.- | Bath .- -| 23 6 8
_ William Livingston| male, predial u. -| Cotton Tree -| 98 - -
_ Ann Robinson =| female, preedial a.- Wheelerfield -{| a7 811

20 May| Margaret Dixon -| female, preedial u.-| AiryCastle ~| 42 4 6

8 June|Brown Kennedy -| male, prediala. - Golden Valley -| 54 3 4

—_ Elizabeth Kennedy | female, preedial a. - ditto . -{| 1612 3

17 June| John Smith ~ =~| male, pradial u.  - | Thornton - -| §0 - -
Maria James -| female, pradial a. - | Duckenfield +| 30 16 8

HX ° J15 July | Selina Dick - —-| female, predial u.-| Bacon Hill

Toran = &. |1,133 12 =

 
        

George Willis,
Special Justice.
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lass and Trade Name of Estate, .

Date NAME Sen € ‘of the or of Sum Paid. Sum Unpaid. . Remarks,

Valuation. of the Apprentice, Apprentice. the Master. if Unconcluded,

|
Parisi or St. Any, Winpwarp District: £ os. d| £& 8. d

1836:

2 Nov. -| Rebecca Reid -| female, predial a. -| Belle Vue - 55 - =

_ Mary Hay - - lfem.,non-pr.,domestic Mary Scott - 22 3 4

g Nov. - Richard Price - } male, pr., carpenter| Hiatt’s-field -/ 122 4 6

— James Wilson - | male, pracdial u. - | Mount Plenty - 30 - -

_ James Brown -| male, predial a. -| Mrs. Brown. -| - - - G5 -

—_ Isabella Russell - |fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Belle Vue - 18 4 6

11 Nov. -| William Roberts -| male, pr., carpenter| Bigg - - 91 g 6

230 °=«- Chas. A. Williams ditto - - ~ | Orange Hall - 73 6 8

—_— Thomas Goulburn| male, predial a. ~| Bachelor Hall -| - - - 538.15 7

4 Dec, -| Jacob Cole - - | ditto - - - | Cocoa-nut Grove| - - - 4715 7

14 «= Sibly R. Byfield -'| female, predial a. - | Hiatt’s-field =- | - - - $211 2

_ Jane Wheeler + [fem.,non-pr.,domestic; Retirement -|- - - 813 4

1837:

4 January|James Jones - lmale,non-pr.,domestic} Mount Pleasant 25 710

9 - Ant. Cunningham _|fem.,non-pr.,domestic] Thicketts - - 31 2 3

25 - Leander Hall - jmalenon-pr.,domestic| Paradise - - 25 —- -

_ Robert Stirling ~- | male, predial u. -| Greenfield : 6713 4

_ Princess Amelia ~ |fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Bachelor Hall - 17-3 4

_ William M‘Callam | male, predial a. - | Trafalgar - - 9 3 4
11 February] Henry Smallwood- | male, preedial u. -| Greenfield -}-  *  ¢ 69 8 11
— M, A. Cunningham /fem.,non-pr.,domestic] Thicketts - - 2715 7
— Augusta Hay -| ditto- = - -~| Same - - 29 811

4 March| Grant Cossley ~~| male, praed., sawyer| Hopewell - - 68 6 8
—_ Jane Fuller - -| female, praedial a. -| Williamsfield  - 2912 3
_ Eleanor Walters -| ditto - - -| Same - -|- - - 54.13 4
—_ Prince Williams - |malenon-pr.,domestic| Paradise - = - 28 6 8

8 March | Rebecca Stennet - |fem.,non-pr.,domestic] Newport - - 23 2 8
Moo Mich, M‘Donnough| male, preedial, car- |Woodfield ~l-  - =] 11219 3

penter & painter.
_ Ann Robinson— - |female,non-pr.,washer| Mount Pleasant 23 211
_ Mary Richards -| female, pradiala.- | Eltham - -/- - + 56 9 7
_ James Taylor -| male, prediala. -| Same = - -|° - oo: 56 9 7
_ Thomas Taylor - {| ditto - - -| Same - e{- - - 45 3 8
_ Emily Waters - |fem.,non-pr.,domestic) Bachelor Hall -| - - - 27.15 7

22 - Robert Forrest + | male, prediala. -| Hiatt’s-field -| - - - 712 3
— Ellen Garnes - lfem.,non-pr.,domestic} Shaw Park - 23 2 3
_ William Davis -| male, pr., carpenter| Spicy Hill -[- - - 88 17 10
— Colin Plunckett -| male, preedial u. - |Newport - -|- - - 48 17 10

1 April -|Mary J. Scarlett - \fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Trafalgar - - 14 4 6
12 - Sarah Clarke -| ditto - - - | Brothers’ Retreat 25 15 10
- Olivia Garnes -| ditto - - - |Shaw Park - 13.11 2
_ Susan Grant -| ditto- - -| New Hope - 25 18 4

19 April -| Maria James -| dittlo- - -|GreatPond -}- - = 2531 2
_ Emma Summers -| ditto - - -| Hiatt’s-field +| - - - 2511 2

1 May -| Henry Ashmeade-| male, preedial u. - | Farm - -|- - © 43 6 8
6 =— | Jane Allen - ~-| female, prediala.-| Shaw Park -|- - -| 65 - -
_ Caroline Spencer -| female, predial u. - | Rockfield -Je o- = 65 - -
_ Cecilia Samuels ~ |fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Same  - -|[- - - 1113 4
_ Mary Cunningham| female, predialu.- | Same - -|- - - 2113 4

17 May ~] Lucius Murphy -| male, pradialu. -| Bigg - -j- - - 53.9 6
3l - Robert Francis -| male, prediala. - | Orange Hill - 5215 9
7 June +)} William James  - |male,non-pr.,domestic] James Jackson - 153 3 8

at - Ans Shaw - + |fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Shaw Park - 22 4 6
_ Ann Heverin -{ ditto - - {| Bread-nut Hill - | - - - 18 10 4
_ William Rose -| male, pradial, mason|Twickenham Park 57.17 -

24 June -| John Davis - —-| male, pradial u. -| Mount Plenty -{- -  - 59 12 3
— Rosetta Bentley -| female, predialu.- | Same - - 51 110 ;

26 July «| John Small - - | male, pradial a. -| Paradise - -|- - - 40 - -
_ Catherine Lawrence [fem.,non-pr.,domestic| Gibraltar - - 1613 4
- Rebecca Hayden - jfemalenon-pr.washer| Hiatt’s-field  - 20 - =
- Charlotte Smith - | female, predial u.- | Castle Daly  - 46 - - 4--

ToraL - - £./1,197 2 311,303 1 3

 

 
 
       

No refusal in any case to deduct one-third.

J. Woolfrys, Special Justice.
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— 8 —

WORKHOUSE OF ST. ANDREW'S.
 

—No. 36.—

(No. 144.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, 25 July 1837.

I nave the honour to enclose a letter from the late custos, Mr. Mais, of Kingsto,
St. Andrew’s, transmitting proceedings of inquiry into certain transactions in Une 185.

eT

the house of correction of that parish; one affecting the death of Letitia
Johnston, supposed to have died from ill-treatment in that institution, and
another representing abuses carried on by the supervisor, who, as well as his
assistants, have all been dismissed, and I hope for a better system in future.

These papers were all referred to the Attorney-general; but I have received
no answer, and can wait no longer, lest the circumstances should reach your
Lordship from some other quarter.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 36.

Sir, Kingston, 20 June 1837.

In conformity with the directions of his Excellency the Governor, the magistrates of St.
Andrew’s have inquired into the case of Letitia Johnston, and also into the several abuses said
to exist in the house of correction. T enclose you a copy of the examinations taken thereon,
and the decision of the magistrates. I return you the documents forwarded with your
despatch.

I beg to add, that instructions have been given to carry into effect the: suggestions con-
tained in your circulars, Nos. 784 and 818, of the 13th and 16th May.

I have, &c.
C. H. Darling, Esq., &c. &c. Ke. (signed) John Mais.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 36.

Jamaica Ss.—At a Meeting of the Magistrates of the Parish of St. Andrew, held at the
Court House, Halfway Tree, this 25th day of May 1837, pursuant to notice, to inquire
into several Abuses said to exist in the House of Correction.

Present :—Alexander Forbes, Robert Smith, Hinton East, James Wiles, WilliamRobertson,
Jasper F, Cargill, and Stephen Bourne, esqrs., and Mr. Special Justice Daly.

In a matter of Inquiry into the Case of Alexander Sinclair for certain unlawful Punish-
ments, &c.

Alexander Sinclair, sworn.—Complaint against Melson :—States that the first day he
came into the house of correction Nelson chained him toa little boy; ordered them to take
brooms and sweep the yard; said they were not going fast enough; took the cat and hit him
and the little boy six licks each on their bare backs.

Nelson, having been called on for his defence, and, being duly sworn, admits that he gave
Alexander Sinclair six licks, but not on his bare back ; he was sulky, and grumbling, which
induced him to give him six licks. A general order was given by Mr. Liddell not to go
beyond sick licks in or out of the house of correction.

154.

JAMAICA.

 

No. 36.

20th

ee

Enclosure 1,
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Complaint against Nepéune.

Alexander Sinclair, in continuation :—-The second day went to Chancery Hall to dig cane-
holes; Neptune told him that he did not dig the bank right; told Neptune he was not accus.-
tomed to dig cane-holes, as he belonged to a coffee plantation; Neptune said, “© —____.

, Pl have no fun with you; T’ll flog you to hell, for so long as you come from the
same place as Agnes Davis, who had been the meansof having another driver punished,
Pll have no fun with you;” and immediately called Smith, who, by his orders, gave him 12
licks. The same evening, after he returned from the workhouse, asked Neptune to let him
take his blanket, and he gave him two severe blows on the back withhis fist. The second
Sunday they went down to Hunt’s Bay to wash; came into the tread-mill yard, and asked
deponent what noise he was making, and immediately gave him two severe licks on his
stomach; the blows were so severe that he went into the hospital immediately after he left the
house of correction, and was there a whole week. While he was at Chancery Hall, had a
severe pain in his bowels, and N.eptune said he was not sick, but did not want to work.
Mr. Pringle made Neptune chain him toatree till breakfast-time, and then sent him home.
Mr. Palmes, the overseer, said he was not sick, and put him to other work in the yard, draw-
ing a cart to carry rubbish.

Neptune, having been here called upon for his defence, and, being duly sworn, states that
Alexander Sinclair did not do his work as he ought to do, and he would not punish him, for
fear it should be considered spiteful, but ordered Smith to lick him ; told him to give him a
dozen; denies that he struck him two blows on the back, but merely pushed him to go in
with the others, as he was sulky, and would not move. Denies also that he gave two blows
on the stomach, but states that Alexander Sinclair was making so much noise in the tread-
mill-yard, that he collared him, and was conveying him to the stocks, but he begged him not
to do it, and he let him go. Admits that Alexander Sinclair complained at Chancery Hall,
and that he did chain him to a shady tree till breakfast-time, and then sent him home.

Mr. Justice Cargill here asked if it was customary to chain them to a tree.—States there
was no person to watch him ; he was chained toa tree for security, and to admit of the per-
son to whom he was chained going on with his work.

Alexander Sinclair having here stated that Neptune gave him 12 licks more about an hour
after Smith fogged him ; denies most positively, and says he never licked him.

Thomas Hawes sworn :—States that Neptune ordered Smith to give Alexander Sinclair
two licks, which he did on his shirt, but Neptune never flogged him.

Smith sworn :—States that he went for water about two hours after he flogged Alexander
Sinclair, and when he returned found him singing and digging cane-holes with the rest of the
gang; gave him only six licks.

William Liddell, supervisor, sworn :—States that, by the directions of the former special
magistrates (Messrs. Lloyd and Brownson*), the drivers had been permitted to give the pr
soners, when they neglected their work, from one to six licks during the day, and, if they
did not then attend to it, to lock them up and report their conduct to such special
magistrates. ,

Mr. Daly being here asked, as a special magistrate, if he knew any instance in which this
power had been delegated to a driver by a special justice, replied that he was not aware
of any power having ever been given, or that it had ever been applied for, toa special justice;
but gave as his opinion, that, when once aprisoner was committed to the house of correction,
they were subject to the control of the local magistrates only.
The rest of the magistrates all coincided in this opinion, that prisoners in the house of cor-

rection were under the control of the local magistrates only, and subject to the regulations of
the houses of correction, in conformity with the Act for regulating gaols and houses of
correction, to which they take leave to refer, but more particularly to the 13th and 24th
clauses.

Mr. Liddell here stated that no person had been laid down and flogged, but standing up,
and that over their shirts.

There being no further evidence adduced at this stage of the business, the magistrates
came to the following resolution: that Alexander Sinclair has proved to the satisfaction of
the magistrates that he received on one occasion six lashes, and in another 12 lashes; and
that it appears by the evidence of the supervisor that punishment to the extent of six lashes
had been previously authorized by Special Justices Lloyd and Brownson. The remainder of
Alexander Sinclair’s charges, as relates to himself, are not considered as proven, inasmuch as
they have been contradicted on oath, and the said Alexander Sinclair has not supported the
same by other evidence. The magistrates are of opinion that it is illegal to delegate to
the drivers the power of inflicting corporal punishment, and therefore order it to be dis-
continued.

To
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To this Mr. Bourne dissented, and added that he considered Alexander Sinclair’s case fully
made out ; but, masmuch as there were other witnesses who were not present, he had failed
in proving all.

The magistrates then adjourned till the 1st of June, and all witnesses ordered to be sum-
moned for that day.

 

Jamaica Ss.—At an adjourned Mecting of the Magistrates for the Parish of St. Andrew,
from Thursday the 25th day of May, held at the Court House, Halfway Tree, this 1st

June 1837, pursuant to notice.

Present :—Alexander Forbes, James Wiles, Robert Smith, William Robertson, Hinton
East, Robert Chisholm, Jasper F. Cargill, Diedrick Cooper, Charles M. Jopp, and Stephen
Bourne, esqrs., and Mr. Special Justice Daly.

Reap the Governor’s despatch and affidavit of Alexander Sinclair, as well as the exami-
nation of the said Alexander Sinclair and others at the last meeting.

An affidavit of George Harris, overseer on Pleasant Hill, was here presented by Mr.
Bourne, which was read.

Mr. Bourne proposed that the affidavit should be received and entered on the minutes,
which was not seconded.

The magistrates being of opinion that it was frivolous and not at all to the purpose, the
same was rejected and returned to Mr. Bourne.

John Clarke, a constable on Pleasant Hill, sworn :—States that his brother, Alex. Sinclair,
came home from the house of correction on Tuesday evening; complained on Wednesday,
and the overseer gave him medicine, but ordered him out to work on Thursday; did not go
to work ; did not see him the night he came up; Alexander Sinclair did not go to work in
the field till Monday, but was not in the hospital on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. Alex-
ander Sinclair asked on Thursday to be bled, and the overseer sent him to Mr. M‘Fie for
that purpose. States that, when prisoners return from the house of correction, they invati-
ably ask for a dose of salts to purge off the effects of the food given them in the house of
correction. It has been an ancient practice. The rest of his evidence has gone only to
state what complainant told him.

Being here asked what Alexander Sinclair was doing Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
states that he had told him that he had been to his ground and found everything knocked
to pieces ; knows that he did go to his ground, and worked there on these days.

Richard Henry, an apprentice to Chester Vale, sworn :—States that Alexander Sinclair was
twice licked at Chancery Hall; once by Neptune, and once by Smith; only got six licks
each time ; never heard Alexander Sinclair say that he was not accustomed to dig cane-
holes ; the drivers made no distinction ; they flogged the whole gang in the same way; did
not see the driver beat anybody on their return from Hunt’s Bay; nor did he hear any one
complain of the driver having thumped them.

Alexander Sinclair here admitted that he had on one of the institution shirts.
The driver did not flog them on the bare back, but on the shirt; the shirt Alexander

Sinclair had on was not a good shirt. The little boy that was chained to Alexander Sinclair
was flogged like the rest; but denies that he was laid down and flogged with 10 licks on the
bare back and rump, as stated in the affidavit of Alexander Sinclair.

William Smith, an apprentice to Dallas Castle, but now removed to Taylor's Caymanas,
sworn :—States that he was removed with his own consent. Has connexions on Taylor’s
Caymanas ; was in the St. Andrew’s house of correction for a month; was chained to Alex-
ander Sinclair. Neptune employed Smith to flog Alexander Sinclair twice ; after that, laid
deponent down an flogged him; did not flog him bad ; gave him two or three licks ; this
was on the field at Chancery Hall; flogged most on the field ; did not pick and choose, but
flogged them generally; was chained to Alexander Sinclair; he was not flogged the first
day he came into the yard; the second day he went to the field; once Neptune flogged
him, and then sent Smith to flog him; flogged him twice; did not hear Neptune say any-
thing about Agnes Davis ; Neptune doubled his fist and thumped Alexander Sinclair on the
back, on the Sunday after coming from Hunt’s Bay; it was in the mill-yard ; was chained
to Alexander Sinclair at this time;was sometimes chained to the old man; Neptune said
Alexander Sinclair was making a noise, but it was not him, and struck him two blows on
the back ; Alexander Sinclair never said he struck on the stomach ; he said he was going to
make a complaint when he came out; said, when he cane out, he would make Mr. Bourne
acquainted with it. The gang were singing, and Alexander Sinclair was singing also; did
not tell any particular person that he was going to complain, but spoke it generally; com-
plained once that his belly hurt him, was sent home and kept in the yard; did not see him
chained to a tree ; never heard that he, deponent, would be required to give evidence before
to-day, nor has he seen Alexander Sinclair since, until he came into court.

154. The
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The complaint ofAlexander Sinclair having been fully heard, the magistrates came to the
following resolutions ; viz.

The magistrates beg to observe, that, having allowed complainant a week to procure
evidence, they consider that what he now produces is the best he can find. The new evidence
is, in their opinion, inconclusive, as it only shows that Alexander Sinclair made certain
statements on the property, the truth of which remains as uncertain as it was before; and,
indeed, it disproves that part of the evidence of the complainant which relates to his confine-
ment in the hospital for a whole week.

To the Keeper of the House of Correction, St. Andrew’s.

Receive into your custody the body of Alick Sinclair, an apprentice-labourer to Pleasant
Hill plantation, this day, convicted on the oaths of John Glarke and George Harris on
charges of insolence and insubordination, abusing the constable, and breaking out of the
lock-up-house, and hereby sentenced to 10 days’ hard labour in the house of correction.

Given under my hand and seal, this 30th March 1837.

C. Hamilton, S.J.

In a matter of Complaint respecting Ill-Usage to Cecilia, the Property of Wm. Robertson, Esq.

Lewis Campbell, an apprentice to Joseph Kerr, sworn :—States, knows Cecilia. Deponent
was in the lock-up-room for trial; was taken out to assist in strapping on Cecilia on the
tread-mill ; was called several times to assist in strapping heron; Mr.Palmes and the drivers
were present ; Colonel Robertson was not there; Cecilia would not go on the mill; she was
sulky; did not observe that she was sick.

Mr. Robertson here admitted, that, as a magistrate, he attended at the house of correction,
and found that Cecilia, who had been committed by Mr. Justice Daly to the house of cor-
rection for 14 days, was not undergoing her punishment, and ordered her to be strapped on
the mill, as she refused to go on it; but denies that he ever made use of the expressions
attributed to him. The woman was a bad character; had been absent from him seven
months; was formerly a convict in the St. Andrew workhouse, and purchased by Mr. Sil-
vera, from whom, at her request, he purchased her. Could not now produce her, as she had
been runaway ever since.

William Liddell sworn :—Was present when Cecilia was undergoing her punishment, every
second day; she was strapped on the mill. Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Brownson, special justices,
authorized him to strap prisoners on the wheel when they refused to do it willingly. In
obedience to these instructions he made it an invariable rule to adopt this measure. Cecilia
was a bad character, very sulky ; never complained of being unwell, or in a state to prevent
her from going through the labour of it.

Mr. Bourne here asked tlie witness if he recollected his calling at the house of correction,
and observing that in his opinion it was illegal to strap them on the wheel.

Admitted, and said it had been ordered by Mr. Lloyd, but discontinued, until renewed by
Mr. Brownson. Mr. Robertson was present on various occasions when Cecilia was strapped
on the wheel, but never heard him make use of such language as attributed to him in the
affidavit of Alexander Sinclair. Mr. Robertson has on many occasions given the prisoners
money and nourishment. Never observed that Cecilia’s breasts, or any part of her body,
were bruised; nor did she complain of it, or in any other way, except in general terms of
her not being able to go on the wheel.

No decision.

 

In the Case of M‘Lean, alias Yacca-man.

William Liddell sworm:—Did not order the man, called Yacca-man, to be sent out to
work; he was a sickly man, and to his knowledge never was out of the yard ; particularly
as he had been committed by a local magistrate. To the best of his knowledge, between the
24th March and 15th April, the man M‘Lean, alias the Yacca-man, never was sent out to
work. Never saw a cut on his head.

Neptune sworn :—Remembers M‘Lean, alias the Yacca-man, was in the workhouse the
same time as Alexander Sinclair; he never was sent out, except two or three times to carry
breakfasts. Never saw Mr. Pringle beat him. Did not take the cat out of deponent's
hand to beat him; did not take the cat to beat any other person; Mr. Pringlecould

no
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not have taken the cat to beat any person without his knowledge. Yacca was a poor

weakly man, and never had a hoe put in his hand while in the house of correction.

Thomas William Gordon, a convict, sworn:—States that the man named M‘Lean, alias

the Yacea-man, was chained toa little boy belonging to some person in Kingston, and was
at work at Chancery Hall. Was there the same time Alexander Sinclair was in the house
of correction; he was an old man and sickly. Mr. Pringle ordered Neptune to give him
six licks; did not lay him down; flogged him standing up. The old man said he was not
able to dig cane-holes, and Mr. Pringle ordered him to cut cane-tops. Mr. Pringle did not
strike him or flog him. Saw no marks of blows on the head. He slept next to witness in
the same room, and if he had been beaten must have known it. The old man complained
only of his bowels. Did not see his head smashed; if it had been so he must have known it.

M‘Lean, alias Yacca-man, was at work for a week or 10 days.

Alexander Sinclair having, in addition to his affidavit, stated to the court that Mr. Palmes
had dragged the Yacca-man into the room, and thrown him down on his face and injured
him, deponent states that he never saw anything of the kind, and that had it occurred he must
of necessity have known it.

Richard Henry sworn:—Asked if he saw Pringle beat M‘Lean, alias Yacca-man, to
which he replied, No, never saw Mr. Pringle flog him or any other person. He was in
the field at Chancery Hall at work; Yacca was chained toa little boy; dug cane-holes, but,
finding he could not keep up with the others, was put to light work ; worked for some time,
but afterwards brought breakfast to the field.

Mr. Palmes, overseer in the workhouse, sworn:—Remembers M‘Lean, alias the Yacca-
man; did not go out to work, nor put on the tread-mill ; sometimes carried out breakfast ; to
the best of his knowledge he never carried a hoe in the field. Was sentenced by the local
magistrates. Was a poor sickly man, and constantly begging to get away. Yacca-man
never was troublesome. Sometimes Mr. Liddell and sometimes deponent turned out the
people to work, Never turned him out to work. Yacca-man was not chained to any other
person when about the yard ; but when he went with breakfast he was chained to others to
prevent his escaping.

Mr. Pringle, assistant, sworn:—Knows Yacca-man; he was a little old man; never
saw him work in the field ; sometimes took out breakfast; never saw him cut cane-tops or
grass. Does not recollect that he ever did anything else than carrying out the breakfast.
Does not recollect that he was ever chained to another person.

William Smith, an apprentice to Dallas Castle, sworn :—Knows the Yacca~man ; he was
a little old man; saw Neptune flog him all about the head in the yard ; flogged him with the
cord and not with the stick. Sometimes Yacca-manworked in the field; dug cane-holes;
sometimes brought breakfast; was in the workhouse before Yacca-man came in; he was
strapped on the mill; the old man was not able to dance the mill, and they put him in the
dark-hole.. After he came out of the dark-hole was sent to the field; Yacca-man was
chained to a boy named William; does not know to whom he belongs ; was digging cane-
holes at Chancery Hall; when he was not able to dig cane-holes, made him cut bush; cut
it every day. Old Phillip generally brought breakfast; sometimes Phillip came alone,
sometimes with a little boy ; previous to going out to the field he used to carry out breakfast ;

when Yacca worked in the field he did not carry out breakfast; saw Mr. Pringle flog Yacca-
man, but never saw him beat him with the cat-stick ; took the cat out of driver’s hand to
flog him. Mr. Pringle flogged Yacca-man till he fell down, and then flogged him till he
got up again; Yacca-man and the boy William were laid down and flogged.

Final Decision :—The magistrates are of upinion that a sufficient mass of evidence has
been adduced to establish the fact of various abuses having existed in the house of cor-
rection, and of the orders of the magistrates, both special and local, having been disregarded,
they have therefore unanimously resolved upon the dismissal of the present supervisor and
his assistants, and strict enforcement of the existing regulations, thereby to prevent a
repetition of such abuses.

With respect to what has been adduced respecting Messrs. Lloyd and Brownson, the
magistrates have to remark that it rests on the sole assertion of the supervisor, Mr. Liddell,
which they do not consider sufficient, in the absence of those gentlemen, to fix the charge.

(signed) Alex. Forbes,

Chairman of the Workhouse Committee.

JAMAICA,
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Enclosure 3, in No. 36.

Jamaica Ss.—At a Meeting of the Magistrates of the Parish of St. Andrew, held
at the Court House, Halfway Tree, this 25th day of May, pursuant to notice, to inquire
inte several Abuses said to exist in the House of Correction.

Present :—Alexander Forbes, Robert Smith, James Wiles, Hinton East, William Robertson.
Jasper F. Cargill, and Stephen Bourne, esqrs., and Mr. Special Justice Daly.

Reap the Governor’s despatch and the affidavit of Alexander Sinclair, as well as the
Inquisition, &c.

In a matter of Inquiry into the Case of Letitia Johnston, who died shortly after her
discharge from the House of Correction.

William Liddell, supervisor of the house of correction, sworn :—Produced the commitment
of Letitia Johnston; it is dated 12th April 1837. Recollects Letitia Johnston having been
brought into the house of correction; deceased was visited by the doctor of the institution
on the 15th, but her name is not entered on the hospital book ; did not consider the woman
required medicine. The deceased had no punishment whatever inflicted, nor was she
ever sent out to work ; she was in a weakly state, but never came up to the medical man but
on the one occasion.

It being considered necessary to have further testimony, and Mr. Palmes being ill in
bed, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Cargill and Daly, went to the house of correction to
examine him, aud returned with the following affidavit; viz.—Vide Affidavit.
Mr. Liddell denied that she had been on the tread-mill or worked in the penal gang.

Robert Pringle sworn :—Knew Letitia Johnston; does not remember the day she came
in, but saw her in the evening of that day. The deceased went out to work one day in the
penal gang on the road below Waterhouse; the gang is regulated in the evening by

r. Liddell; the day she went out to work was the day previous to her discharge; never
knew her to be put on the tread-mill; is generally out with the gang and knows little of
what is going onin the yard. The deceased complained of her legs; never worked more
than one day; went out looking better than when she came in; Dr. Thompson said that
the woman was always in that general state of health. It has sometimes happened that
people have been sent out to work by mistake, but Mr. Liddell has sent out and brought
them home.

James Martin, an apprentice to Miss Asher, sworn :—-Remembers Letitia Johnston ; heard
she died after leaving the workhouse ; came into the workhouse about eight o’clock at night;
she was poorly when she came in; was on the mill two spells in one day, and was one day
in the penal gang; does not recollect the days, but thinks that after she had been out wit
gang; was three days in the workhouse before she was discharged. Mr. Liddell ordered
that she was not to be worked; this was two or three days after she had been in the work-
house ; never heard that Mr. Liddell had ordered her off the mill. Mr. Liddell read the
commitment to deponent, and told him she was not for labour till the doctor saw her..
Mr. Liddell has often blamed deponent for sending out people to work contrary to orders,
and has sent to bring them back.

It having appeared to the magistrates that more material witnesses might be obtained,
they accordingly agreed to adjourn over till the 1st June following, and in the meantime
ordered summonses to be prepared for such parties as should be notified as being able tc
afford any further information.

Jamaica Ss.—Mr. Liddell, Halfway Tree House of Correction.

Receive into your custody Letitia Johnston, apprentice on Content, and keep her to such
hard labour as the medical gentleman attending thePrison thinks her fit to perform, for
14 days, she having been convicted before me, on the oaths of Mr. Aaron Smith and
Alexander Davison, with having been absent from Content for 18 days.

Given under my hand and seal this 12th day of April 1837.
(signed) § Stephen Bourne, (1. s.)

 

House of Correction, St. Andrew’s, 25 May 1837.

HVilliam Palmes sworn :—States that Letitia Johnston was brought to the workhouse some
time in April, about two o’clock in the day; Mr. Liddell saw the commitment; she was
put on the tread-wheel that evening; the following day she was sent to the penal gang,
and the day after she was put on the tread-wheel again, and on Mr. Liddell coming in about
four o’clock, and on seeing her, ordered her off. The doctor saw her about two days after;
she then remained about the yard until dismissed. She was not worse on leaving the

institution
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institution than when she came in; did not read the commitment; was not aware that an
order had been given not to place her to hard labour until seen by the doctor.

Mr. Liddell said she was for penal gang and tread-wheel; Mr. Liddell saw her on the
tread-wheel and ordered her off; is certain of it.

: (signed Wm. Palmes.

Sworn before us, this 25th May 1837, gned) m. Lalmes

(signed) R. Daly, 8.3.
Jasper F. Cargill,

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 36.

Jamaica Ss.—At an adjourned Meeting of the Magistrates of the Parish of St. Andrew,
from Thursday the 25th day of May, held at the Court House this 1st day of June 1837,
pursuant to notice.

Present :—Alexander Forbes, James Wiles, Robert Smith, William Robertson, Hinton
East, Robert Chisholm, Jasper F. Cargill, Diedrick Cooper, Charles M. Jopp, and Stephen
Bourne, esqrs., and Mr. Special Justice Daly.

Reap the Governor’s despatch and affidavit of Alexander Sinclair, as well as the examina-
tion of the said Alexander Sinclair and others at the last meeting.

William Robinson Hamilton, to Enfield, sworn :—Is a sickly man, and watches the
coffee-store. Remembers the night Letitia Johnston came out of the workhouse; was going
to Content, but was late, and begged him to let her stop till morning. Allowed her to stop ;

ve her something to eat; cried all night. Asked her what was the matter; said she was
sick and her belly swell. Did not say that she had been worked on the tread-mill; only
cried for pains in the bottom of her belly and stomach. Said she never was in the workhouse
before, and the corn-meal and raw shad that she eat made her bottom belly hurt her and
her skin swell. Went away the next morning before six o’clock, and did not go above half
a mile before she died. The night she was with him she eat cocoa and plantain that he gave
her, and the shad she had brought with her from the workhouse. She drank water after she
was done; eat heartily, and said, that when she went home she would tell all her fellow-
servants to take care of the workhouse, for it was too hot.

It having been here mentioned that Mr. Palmes, whose deposition had been taken on the
25th of May, was fearful that from the state of fever he might not have been quite correct
in his evidence, it was agreed on to re-examine him.

Mr. Palmes sworn :—States that Letitia Johnston came in on the 13th April. Heard that
she died after leaving the institution. Came in on a Thursday, about candlelight. Was
put on the tread-mill twice the next day, Friday 5 was told by Mr. Liddell that she was for
the penal gang and tread-mill. He did not tell deponent to show Letitia Johnston to the
doctor. Did not hear the commitment read; Mr. Liddell generally reads the commitment
to him. Heard him reading a commitment whilst he was going to lock her up; Mr. Liddeli
was not reading the commitment to him. Was never on the tread-mill after the first day.
Was on the tread-mill when Mr. Liddell came in, who ordered her off. Was one day in the
Penal gang. The day before she went out the doctor saw Letitia Johnston, on Satur-
ay 15th.

Ann Taylor, to Peter’s Rock, sworn:—Remembers Letitia Johnston; was in the work-
house when she was there. Heard that she died the day after she left the workhouse.
Brought her from the field, and put her on the tread-mill ; was put with her on the tread-mill.
Complained that her foot was swelled, and hurt her; Palmes and the driver were there. The
next day the doctor came. Letitia Johnston came up, but the doctor said she was not sick.
She was very sick. When she and deponent went into the privy, Letitia Johnston lifted up
her clothes and showed her how all her skin was swollen. Letitia Johnston came in at night,
and went to the field next morning, but was brought back sick. Deponent and Letitia
Johnston were strapped on the tread-mill together.

_ Decision :—The magistrates are of opinion that the treatment of Letitia Johnston was
improper, and not according to the commitment, but do not apprehend her death was caused
thereby. They consider that the conduct of the supervisor has been highly improper, and
his evidence equivocatory and completely contradicted by that of other persons.

Alex. Forbes,
Chairman of the Workhouse Committee.

154.
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Enclosure 5, in No. 36.

Coronenr’s Inquest held at Gordon’s Tavern on the Body of Letitia Johnston, Apprentice
to Content Plartation, 29 April 1837.

Jury composed of—Foreman, Stephen Bourne; John E. Hoare, James M‘Fie, Solomon
R. Da Costa, Patrick Kenny, Joseph H. Kemble, William Fitzgerald, George Nisbett,
George Ross, Richard Bownes, Charles Lowlanie, and George Sully.

Dr. Alexander Dallas sworn :—From the external appearance of Letitia Johnston, I think
there has been no violence used towards her. The general health of the woman was good,
but she had a bad foot. She run away from Content for five or six weeks. During the time
she was away, | met her going to Kingston with a large load on her head. _t have no doubt
that she died in a fit, but [cannot be positive. lremember the 11th of April ; it was the day on
which she was tried by Mr. Bourne for running away, and theft: it appeared to me that the
case was perfectly proved against her. I examined her before she was committed, and gave
it as my opinion that she was perfectly fit to go to prison. I see nothing on her body
indicative of violence used towards her in prison. ;

(signed) Alexander Dailas.

Mr. William Arrowsmith, overseer of Content, sworn :—Letitia Johnston run away the
beginning of March ; I received a warrant from Special Justice Bourne to take her up. On
the 7th of April the constable saw her in town with a heavy load; he lodged her in the cage,
and brought her home on the 8th. She was confined till the 11th, when Mr. Bourne came
to the property, and committed her to the house of correction for 14 days. On the 12th
I gave the constable the commitment to take. She refused to go; but Mr. Lowe, a magi-
strate, gave her in charge to the police. She left in apparent good health, and walked down
very well. During the sitting of the court, an offer was made, that if she would get her family
to stand security for her to pay the days, she would not be sent to prison. They said they
would sooner see her die; they would not pay the days. She is a woman of a bad cha-
racter, and has once before been sent to prison. During the time of her confinement no
member of her family came to me to state she was ill and to solicit her discharge. The
commitment particularly stated she was to be put to such work as the doctor of the work-
house thought fit.

(signed) William Arrowsmith.

Jessy Barnet sworn :—I live at Enfield. Thursday evening Letitia came to me and asked
me fora place to stop that night; she said her feet hurt her, and she hada pain in the bowels.
She said she would stop and help me iron the clothes to-morrow; but I recommended her
to go home, as she had just come from the workhouse. William Hamilton, an apprentice to
Clifton Mount, watching at Enfield Ben, told me in the morning that Letitia had been crying
all night about her feet and pain in the bowels. ;

her
(signed) Jessy Barnet x

mark.

Verdict :—-Found dead on Friday moming, the 29th instant, on the public road, on her
way home from Halfway-Tree workhouse ; the immediate cause of her death unknown, no
proof having been adduced to the jury to show that the deceased died in consequence of any
violence or ill-treatment.

 

JAMAICA Ss.

Alexander Sinclair, apprentice on Pleasant Hill, in the parish of St. Andrew, maketh
oath and saith :—That he, this deponent, was sent to Halfway Tree, by Mr. Special Justice
Hamilton, for 10 days, to hard labour, in consequence of disobedience of orders, the latter
end of March last past. The first day he was there, a man, named Nelson, chained him to
a little boy, and flogged him six licks with the cat on his bare back. The following day
this deponent went to Chancery Hall to dig cane-holes. Neptune, another driver, said,
that as long as he came from the same place as Agnes Davis, who caused the magistrate to
have another driver flogged, did, he would flog the soul out of him, and he did not eare
what came; he directly flogged him 12 licks with the cat. Deponent began to cry, when
he, Neptune, came back, and gave him 12 other licks, and told him, deponent, that, if that
was not sufficient for him, he would give him more. Deponent saw the same driver, Nep-
tune, laya little boy, who was chained to him from Dallas Castle, down on his belly, and
flog him 10 lashes on his back and rump.

eponent moreover states, that he saw a number of men flogged with the cat by
the same driver, and an old man from Mr. Marshall’s, named York. A man wasflogged
in his presence by Mr. Pringle, a brown man, who follows the gang in the field; he
was flogged till he tumbled down on the ground, and was not able to get up. When
Mr. Pringle saw this, he said, “ Aye, you won’t get up,” and struck him on the head
twice with the cat-stick, until his head began to bleed. On the second Sunday that
deponent was at Halfway Tree, afler he had come from Hunt’s Bay, where the prisoners

went
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went to wash, as he was standing up chained to the boy in the prison-yard, thedriver,
Neptune, came up to him,and struck him with his fist twice in the stomac , in consequence
of which he, deponent, was obliged to stand for a whole week in the hospital, after he cameback to Pleasant Hill, and to take medicine, before he could go to work again.
Deponent further saith, that whilst he was working on the tread-mill, a woman, named

Cecilia, belonging to Colonel Robertson, fell off the mill. The driver called this deponent
to shove her up; deponent begged him to send a woman to help her, as she was not well, it
was not right with her. The driver, James Usher, said to him, “ D—n ’
if you do not do it, I will serve you the same.” Colonel Robertson came into theplace,
andsaid, if the woman won’t dance the mill,they must, strap her on, which they did ; a man
belonging to Mr. Anderson strapped her on. e woman was bruised on her breasts, and
her hand swollen with the tread-mill, so that she was not able to go to the mill the next day,and she was put into the cell. Mr. Liddell, seeing the people strapped on the mill, quar-
relled with Mr. Palm, the busha, and said he should be brought into court, and not able to
stand. The busha said he could not help it, as Colonel-Robertson had ordered him to strap
them on. When Colonel Robertson. saw that the woman fell off the mill, he said, “Aye,
what, you won’t dance the mill; I will let you smell hell.” Whilst deponent was atHalfway-Tree prison, he was ill one day in the field. The busha took him away from the
gang, and chained him to a tree. No doctor attended him in the prison; and Mr. Pringle
said there was nothing the matter with him. From that day deponent went in to the day he
came out, he never saw any doctor attending any of the prisoners, but might have done so
when he was in the field.

  

his
(signed) Alexander Sinclair +

 

k.
Sworn before us, this 6th day of May 1837, mar

(signed) Stephen Bourne, S. 3. of the Peace.
R. Daly, Secretary.

—No. 37.—
(No. 141.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 September 1837.
I nave received your despatch, No. 144, of the 25th July last, enclosing

a letter from the late custos of St. Andrew’s, with the proceedings of inquiry into
certain transactions in the house of correction of that parish. As you have very
properly referred all these papers to the Attorney-general, I shall not enter into
the particulars of the cases contained in them, until his report has been received.
In the meantime, I will merely say that I cannot, for a moment, doubt the
necessity which existed for the immediate removal of the supervisor and his
assistants, a’ step which, I am very happy to find, was taken without delay.

I have also to thank you for transmitting to me these papers without waiting
for the Attorney-general’s report, as it is very useful to me to be in possession of
the official reports of any such cases, although perhaps incomplete, by the
earliest opportunity, instead of receiving information of them, in the first
instance, from other quarters.

TI have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 38.—
(No. 170.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. 8.,
to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, Spanish Town,
My Lord, 4 September 1837..

I nave great gratification in forwarding, foryour Lordship’sperusal and inform-
ation, the enclosed copy of the Dispatch newspaper, containing an account°

154.
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the proceedings in the case of M‘Vicar v. Liddell, a civil action tried at the last
Kingston assizes.

This action was consequent on the investigation held at St. Andrew’s work-
house, reported to your Lordship in my despatch, No. 144, of the 25th of last
July.

The plaintiff, M‘Vicar, being a free black man, and sentenced to confinement
in the workhouse of the parislf, was put on the tread-mill by the supervisor,
Liddell (who has since been dismissed from his situation), without an order from
any magistrate; and this action being brought, he was cast in damages 301.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 38.

Surrey Assize Court, Thursday, 17 August 1837.

Court:—The Hon. Sir Joshua Rowe, Chief Justice; Hon. John Mais and Hon. Hector
Mitchel, Assistant Judges.

M‘Vicar v. Liddell.

Mr. Batty, for plaintiff, stated this was an action of trespass, to recover damages against

defendant, who, in his duty as supervisor of the house of correction, had maltreated the
plaintiff, by placing him on the tread-mill, and also for putting a collar and chain on the
neck of plaintiff. The commitment sentenced the plaintiff to hard labour in the house of
correction.

D. Cooper, esq., sworn :—Recollects M‘Vicar being brought befcre him and Mr. John
Gordon for an assault on Mr. Hilton ; M‘Vicar was sentenced to hard labour in St. Andrew’s

house of correction for 30 days; it was the intention of himself and the other magistrate,

that the plaintiff should be put upon the tread-mill, but not that the collar and chain should

be put upon his neck.

Cross-examined by Mr. Panton.—Knows Mr. Hilton is bed-ridden; a sword-stick was
roduced on the examination of M‘Vicar; it was bent, and was taken from M‘Vicar by

Mir, Hilton’s servants; he considered it was a very aggravated case of assault; defendant

was bound to deal with persons sent to the house of correction as the magistrates ordered.

Cross-examined by the Attorney-general.—The evidence on the examination was, that
Mr. Hilton was heard to cry out murder, and that plaintiff was seen to be riding away with

the sword-stick; plaintiff had been clerk to Mr. Hilton; he was stopped by the servants,
who took the sword-stick from him.

Robert Pringle, sworn :—Was employed as overseer of the house of correction ; saw

M‘Vicar in custody there on a Sunday; he was there 20 days; knows he was put on the
tread-mill, for 15 minutes at a spell, every alternate quarter of an hour; saw the collar and

chain put on M‘Vicar’s neck ; the chain was taken off when he was put upon the mill;

Mr, Liddell gave witness orders to put M‘Vicar on the tread-mill; while he was in the house
of correction, he was kept within the walls; saw him but once with the chain on his neck;
M‘Vicar’s conduct was mild and peaceable; saw M‘Vicar chained to a black personin the
house of correction.

Cross-examined by Mr. Panton.—Defendant treated plaintiff very kindly, and lent him
money; plaintiff took his dinner with Mr. Palm, one of the officers of the house of correc-
tion;'other persons had collars on; it was no particular mark of punishment; plaintiff was
worked on the tread-mill according to the existing rules of the institution.

Cross-examined by Mr. Attorney-general.—Defendant told witness not to show favour or
affection to any person, but to treat every person alike; plaintiff was not kept half-an-hour
on the tread-tmill while witness was there; Mr. Palm asked M‘Vicar to dine with him;
M‘Vicar is a decent man; he showed witness marks of blood upon the ground; heard that
plaintiff was sick from working on the tread-mill.

 Neptune, sworn :—Is boatswain to the house of correction; M‘Vicar was brought
there on Sunday evening; Liddell told witness plaintiff was to dance the mill; it was in

January last. Liddell ordered witness to put collar and chain on M‘Vicar; the next day he
was put on the mill; does not know how long he was on, as they had no glass there; was
kept on and off the mill all day; saw plaintiff spit blood on the Thursday after he came
into the house; told Mr. Palm that M‘Vicar was sick, but he was kept on the tread-mill
three days after that time; Liddell came to the house of correction every day to see how
everything was going on; M‘Vicar was chained to a man (an apprentice), sent from the
mountain, belonging to Mr. Dallas, also to dance the mill; M‘Millan was put the first night

into
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into the prison-room with other prisoners; the thirdnight he was put into another room up
stairs; M‘Vicar swept the yard with the chain on his neck; he was not worked on a
Thursday; he was*put up stairs on that day ;he only worked on the mill three days; the
collar was kept on his neck all the time he was in the house of correction, but the chain
was taken off.

Cross-examined by Mr. Panton—Does not remember if Mr. Mais cathe to the house of
correction at that time; swears positively the collar was kept on all the 20 days; Mr. Palm
first ordered him to be put on tread-mill; Mr. Liddell caused him to be locked up stairs
away from the other prisoners; Liddell did not know he had spit blood; he was not put
upon the tread-mill after Tuesday, but knew he was on that day; Liddell ordered the chain
to be taken off; heard Liddell find fault with Mr. Palm on Wednesday for having put the
chain and collar on; Liddell was very good to M‘Vicar all the time he was there; Liddell
was always very kind.

Examined by Mr. Batty.—M‘Vicar did not have chain and collar on a week; Liddell
treated him well all the time he was there; does not know if Palm or Liddell said that
M‘Vicar was spitting blood; after two nights he was removed to a better place than where.
the convicts are confined.

Hugh Mac William, sworn :—Has been an overseer in several parishes; knows Mr. Hen-
derson; Mr. M‘Vicar was overseer to Mr. Henderson’s gang; knows he was in the, employ
of Mr. Hilton; has known plaintiff four or five years; knew him as a confidentiat-servant
to Dr. Ware ; he dunned for the doctor; before that he was in the em loy of Lord Belmore;
was always a quiet, respectable young man; was in good health before, but after he came
out of the house of correction was in very bad health.

Cross-examined by Mr. Panton.—Did not know,what capacity plaintiff was in with
Lord Belmore; heard he was clerk to Mr. Hilton; had seen Dr. Ware place a great deal of
confidence in him; does not know Mr. Hilton.

Mr. Panton, for the defence, called

Dr. William Thompson, sworn :—Was medical attendant at the house of correction; was
in attendance when M‘Vicar was confined; examined the state of his health; stated he
was sick; it was in January; said he was spitting blood for a short time, but would not
allow anything to be done to him ; two days afterwards he stated, when he passed water he
also passed large quantities of blood; Liddell was there at the time. M‘Vicar was not
dressed as the other convicts; took him for an overseer; he had no collar on; aj to
be separated from the convicts ; attended the institution often; Liddell was very kind to the
convicts; if any particular mode of diet was ordered, Liddell gave directions about it. Could
not perceive any cause of sickness, nor any signs of his passing blood ; he examined him very
particularly,

Cross-examined by the Attorney-general.—Examined plaintiff’s urine carefully, but saw
no signs of blood in it; never heard any complaints against Mr. Liddell; heard he was dis-
missed, but knows not the cause, nor the nature of the charges that were made against him.
Speaks of Liddell’s kindness from what he has seen; also from what he has heard from the
inmates of the house of correction.

By Mr. Panton :—The people always expressed themselves well treated by Mr. Liddell.
The conviction of M‘Vicar and also an order from the Hon. Custos to Mr. Liddell,

ordering M‘Vicar not to be again put on the tread-mill, dated 2tst January.

The Hon. John Mais :—An application was made to witness complaining of Mr. Liddell’s
conduct, saying that M‘Vicar had been chained and put upon the tread-mill. Wrote to
Mr. Liddell to discontinue putting M‘Vicar on the tread-mill, and to take off the chain;
had given orders to Mr. Liddell to attend strictly to orders given by magistrates. A few
days after saw M‘Vicar in the house of correction, and spoke sharply to Mr. Liddell, who
said that he was obliged to put him on the mill by the commitment sentencing him to hard
labour, and to put the collar and chain on, as several convicts had escaped. M‘Vicar then
came up and said to witness, “ Do not blame Mr. Liddell, he has been like a father to me;
he has lent me money and clothes, and given me food ;” and repeated, “ Mr. Liddell has
been a father to me;” did not interfere in the matter of the charges against Mr. Liddell;
appointed a committee to do so. Witness considers if Mr. Liddell did err it was from
mistaken notions, but not from a desire of overstraining the law.

Cross-examined by the Attorney-general.—Appointed Mr. Forbes, as president of the
committee, to examine the institution; heard complaints brought against Mr. Liddell, who
was discharged ; was angry because, having looked at the commitment, it was not stated in
it that Mr. Vicar was to put on the tread-mill, and therefore thought he ought not to
have been put on it. Spoke severely to Liddell; said, “ You had no business to put this
man on the mill, unless it was expressed in the commitment.;” and told Liddell never to
again do so.

John Fowles, esq., sworn :—Has inspected the house of correction; it is under the
management of a committee; was visiting magistrate in January; saw M‘Vicar there, who
said he had been put on the tread-mill, and a chain and collar put on his neck; but that
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Mr. Liddell was not to blame; he had given him food and money, and had been a father to
him; had not a collar on at that time; was decently dressed; looked clean and well; did
not complain of being sick.

John Ashburn, sworn :—Knows M‘Vicar and Liddell;remembers former being in house
of correction in January, and he thenspoke very highly of Mr. Liddell’s conduct to him,
and said he had behaved very kindly; had given him food and money, and said he was not
disposed to proceed against Mr. Liddell, but against the magistrates; witness went to the
house of correction with a feeling against Mr. Liddell, but it was entirely removed by what
M‘Vicar had stated.

Cross-examined by Attorney-general—M‘Vicar thought he had been oppressed by the
magistrates; M‘Vicar did not complain against Liddell, but against the magistrates;
M‘Vicar was very loud in his praise of Mr. Liddell.
Mr. Panton addressed the jury for defendant in his usual eloquent manner.
His Honor the Attorney-general replied with much feeling.
His Honor the Chief charged the jury very perspicuously.

The jury retired, and, after being out of court one hour, returneda verdict for plaintiff,
damages 301,

 

—No 39. —

(No. 174.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,
K. C. B.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 October 1837.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 170, of
the 4th September, enclosing an account of the proceedings ina civil action,
“ M‘Vicar v. Liddell,” which had been tried at the Kingston assizes.

It is very gratifying to me to receive the proof, supplied by the enclosure to
this despatch, of the impartial administration ofjustice in a case in which there
may have been room for the influence of local prepossessions to the prejudice of
the party by whom the action was brought.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 40. -—

(No: 166.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from’Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to
Lord Gilenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 24 August 1837.
Art the late Surrey assizes Mr. Dundas, overseer of Molynes Estate, was

sentenced to two months’ imprisonment for ill-treating an apprentice. This
case was connected with the evil practices of Mr. Lloyd and Captain Brownson,
and when they were suspended, Mr. Dundas was ordered to be prosecuted.
At the same assizes Mr. Colin Chisholm, a considerable proprietor and

attorney, was fined 100/. for an assault on Mr. Special Justice Bourne. It was
on some old grudge against Mr. Bourne for having imprisoned his book-keeper,
and which your Lordship will have in recollection led to a tedious prosecution
against Mr. Bourne.

These instances of successful prosecutions against cruelty and violence have
been very gratifying to me, as example’ of useful influence.

I have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 41. —
(No. 164.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.n.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 October 1837.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 166, of

the 24th of August, reporting the result of certain trials which had taken place
at the Surrey assize in Jamaica.

I participate in the satisfaction which you express at the proof which is afforded
by these proceedings, of the equal administration of justice in cases where local
influences might be supposed to have been most unfavourable to sucha result.
I cannot avoid adding, that I ascribe this result in no small degree to the moral
impression of the even-handed justice which the local government dispenses to
all parties,

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.
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PRISON DISCIPLINE.

 

— No. 42. —
(No. 130.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c. 3.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 August 1837.
In my circular Despatch of the 1st instant, I transmitted to you a copy of the

Report of the Committee of the House of Commons of last session on Negro
Apprenticeship. .
You will have observed from it, that the Committee, for the reasons which

they have stated, did not feel themselves warranted in reporting to The House
the evidence which they had received, nor in expressing any general opinion
upon it.
Palthough, under these circumstances, it would be improper and contrary to
a rule founded ona principle of obvious utility that publicity should be given
to this evidence, I feel it my duty to communicate to you a copy of it, printed
for the use of the Members of the Committee, having the fullest confidence in
your discretion as to the use which you will make of it. I place it in your
ands that you may be aware of the nature and particulars of the information

on which the recommendation of the Committee has been founded, and that you
may be enabled to take such measures as are within your reach for investigating
and remedying any abuses actually existing in any of the gaols or workhouses
in Jamaica, and which may not already have been brought under your notice.

I have learned with much satisfaction from your Despatch of the 12th June,
No.128, that you have yourselfrecentlyinspected thegreater part ofthesebuildings,
and had found them in most instances well regulated, and under a careful super-
vision, from which the special magistrates are by no means excluded; and
I attach much importance to the measures which you had in contemplation for
obtaining such modifications of the existing rules as appeared to you desirable.
At the same time, the subject is, as is observed by the Committee, so inti-

mately connected with the working of the apprenticeship system, on which so
warm an interest is justly felt by the public in this country, and on which the
British people have a right to the fullest and most authentic information, that
Her Majesty’s Government have felt it their duty to appoint a gentleman for the
express purpose of making an inspection of the gaols and workhouses in the
West Indies, and reporting their state and condition to the Government.

Captain Pringle, formerly an officer in the engineers, and who since his
retirement from the army has been on several occasions employed by the
Government in a civil capacity, has been selected for this employment, and will
probably leave England for Jamaica in the course of next month. He will be
the bearer of a letter from me to yourself, and a copy of his instructions will
also be communicated to you. I have assured him that he will receive from
you all the information and assistance which you can afford him in the discharge
of the duty with which he will be entrusted.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

~— No. 43.—
(No. 190.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.x., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 13 October 1837.
In acknowledging the honour of your Lordship’s Letter, No. 130, I shall take

good care and use the Report alluded to with guarded discretion, until it is
finally
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finally available for reply, as far as any of my own measures may require
explanation.
The inquiries your Lordship some time since called for respecting the

state of the prisons and workhouses are in progress, but it will take a long
time before they can be collected and put into intelligible form. It is therefore
a source of sincere pleasure to me to hear of the appointment of Captain Pringle
to report specially on the capacity of those buildings.

I hope your Lordship did not infer from my Despatch of the 12th June
last, that the state of our prisons and workhouses possessed my entire approba-
tion; one of the many evils of slavery has been the neglect of all such buildings
beyond the immediate object of personal security, for they were not resorted to
as places for the punishment and reform of pzisoners, because the individual
ower of masters over slaves gave them more prompt means of punishment

without incurring the expense of prison maintenance, or the loss of labour.
All the prisons of the West Indies will, for these reasons, be found bad

compared to similar institutions in free countries, but relatively those of this
island are not generally so bad as those of other colonies; and I have visited the
dungeons and cells of every prison in the island except St. Dorothy’s, St. John’s,
Vere, and Clarendon, which I hope to inspect in January.

In every instance where I had occasion to find fault, the custodes and
magistrates on the part of the vestries promised to improve the buildings, still
they can never be assimilated to European prisons without being rebuilt or
greatly enlarged.
The three county prisons are maintained at the general charge of the

island, and the last grand jury for the county of Cornwall made a strong pre-
sentment through me against the MontegoBay prison, which is certainly one
of the worst. The House of Assembly will, I anxiously hope, order its complete
repair and improvement this session.

he parochial prisons are all under the vestries, and their means of
improvement are of course more difficult and uncertain under the constant plea
of poverty, but when Captain Pringle arrives, and can furnish us with plans of
new prisons, or for the enlargement and improvement of those we have, I shall
be sanguine of the most beneficial changes.

I shall also in the course of this session endeavour to procure the appoint-
ment of county inspectors of prisons, to have complete power over all the officers
and interior management, independent of any other authority than my own,
as the only means of maintaining one uniform system of supervision and
responsibility. I &

have, &e.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 44. —
(No. 133-)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.n.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 September 1837.
Tats Despatch will be delivered to you by Captain Pringle, who, I in-

formed you, in my Despatch of the 25th ultimo, had been appointed to inspect
and report on the state ofthe prisons and workhouses in the West India Colonies.
I enclose for your information a copy of the instructions which have been
addressed to Captain Pringle by my directions, and I have to signify to you Her

Majesty’s commands that you will afford him all the support and assistance in
your power in the performance of the duty with which hehas been entrusted.
You will furnish Captain Pringle as soon as possible with a statement of the

several prisons and workhouses in Jamaica, with their respective localities, and

you will give such directions to any of the officers of the Government with

whom he may have occasion to communicate, as will insure to him their aid

and co-operation whenever it may be necessary. It will probably be expedient,
in order to facilitate his inquiries, that he should hold a local commissionas
a magistrate, and I have therefore to recommend that you will confer upon him
such a commission, whether special or ordinary, as may best insure him that

degree of authority which will enable him to prosecute his inquiries with
efficiency and success. You will further explain fully to Captain Pringle
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the nature and extent of the authority with which such commission will invest
him.

I have also to request that you will allow one of the officers of themedical
staff to accompany him in the inspection of the several prisons in Jamaica, if he
should require such assistance. oo ;

I am aware that much of the information which it is of importance that he
should acquire, can best be obtained by the examinationof parties who cannot
be compelled to answer the questions which he may feel it his duty to address
to them; but I am at the same time persuaded that hewillmeet with no unne-
cessary obstacles from any quarter in the prosecution of his object; and that all
persons in any degree responsible for the management and regulation of the
prisons and workhouses in Jamaica, will readily afford him every facility in
procuring that detailed and accurate information which it will be his endeavour
to obtain.

I have full confidence in the intelligence and discretion with which Captain
Pringle will perform this service; and I earnestly hope that the resultof his
mission will be, not only to remove much doubt and uncertainty hitherto
occasioned by conflicting statements as to the prison discipline affecting the
apprenticed negroes when in confinement, but also to suggest such permanent
improvements in the construction and management of the prisons, as may
appear necessary in order to render them efficient for the preventionof crime,
and at the same time to impose a complete check on the exercise of any
needless severity. In this object 1 am convinced that all persons of right
feeling will cordially concur; and I therefore anticipate its accomplishment
with confidence.

- T have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg. -

 

Enclosure in No. 44.

Caprain PrincGur’s Insrructions.
Sir, Downing-street, 12 September 1837.

I am directed by Lord Glenelg to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government having
felt it their duty to obtain full and accurate information on the nature of the prison discipline
to which the apprenticed negroes in the West Indies are subjected when under a penal
sentence, his Lordship has selected you for the purpose of inspecting and reporting to Her
Majesty’s Government on the state of the prisons, workhouses and other placesof confine-
ment in those colonies, and the treatment of the prisoners confined in them.

It is desirable that you should enter on the discharge of this duty with the least possible
delay, and that with this view v 1 should leave England by the next West India packet.
You will be furnished with letters to the governors of the respective colonies, to whom
ou will communicate your instructions, if required, and from whom you will receive all the
informationand assistance which it will be in their power to afford you in the prosecution of
our object. -
yAsthe packet touches first at Barbados, it will probably be expedient that you should
commence your inspection in that island; but as Jamaica, from its extent and population,
will be the principal sphere of your operations, it is Lord Glenelg’s wish that you should
incur no unnecessary delay in proceeding to that island.

In order to supply you with some useful information which may tend to facilitate your
investigation, I herewith transmit to you the reports and documents mentioned at the end
of this letter, a reference to which will probably suggest to you man important topics of
inquiry. Among these documents is a confidential copy of the e idence received by the
Committee on Negro Apprenticeship during the last session of Parliament.

. You will observe, from the Report of that Committee, that, for the reasons therein stated,
they did not feel warranted in reporting to The House the evidence in question, and under
these circumstances I should not have considered myself justified in placing it in your
hands, did I not feel that it is essential to the complete discharge of the duty with which
you are to be entrusted that you should be acquainted with the statements comprised in that
evidence bearing immediately on the subject ofyour inquiries. My object in communicating
it to you is to ensure your attention being directed to those particulars in the prison disci-
pline in Jamaica (to which colony the evidence chiefly relates), which appears from the
testimony there recorded to be peculiarly open to objection. You will, however, carefully
abstain from giving publicity to any part of the evidence placed in your hands for the
specific purpose which I have pointed out.

_ On your arrival in each colony you will be furnished by the governor with an accurate
listofall theprisons and workhouses within its limits, and should he deem it necessary or
expedient, with a view to the efficient performance of your duties, he will invest you with
a@ local commission of the peace. The governor will, in this case, further explain to you the
precise nature and extent ofthe powers and authority which such commission will confer on

you.
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you. The governor will also be requested to allow one of the officers of the medical staft to
accompany you on your inspection of the prisons within his government.
You will then proceed to make your arrangements for the careful and complete investiga-

tion of the prisons in the colony, in doing which, where it can be avoided, you will notmake it previouslyknown in what order or at what time you propose to visit each of them.
In the examination of the prisons it will be proper that you should inspect every part of

them, and should direct your attention to every particular of their government and internaldiscipline, and more especially that you should inquire into the nature and effect of thearrangements which may have been made with reference to the following points.
1. The construction, site and neighbourhood of the prison, its security, means and actualextent of classification and separation; power of inspecting the prisoners, cleanliness, ventilation, dryness, temperature and dimensions of the principal parts of the buildings, andespecially of the night apartments or sleeping cells, and of cells for solitary confinement;

the number of prisoners which it is calculated to receive, the number actually confined in it
at the time of your visit, and, if possible, the average number of prisoners which it contains,distinguishing white from black, and apprentices from freemen.

2. The health of the prisoners ; their personal cleanliness; the kind, quantity and quality
of their daily food, clothing and bedding; the provision made for the sick, including the
nature and trequency of medical attendance, and the remuneration given for it; the average
amount of sickness and mortality, with their prevalent causes, if capable of being ascer-
tained.

3. The employment of the prisoners.
In what this principally consists, distinguishing male from female prisoners ; to what

extent the separation of individual prisoners, or of male from female in their employment iscarried; the number of hours during which they labour daily, and the kind and amount oflabour to which they are subjected ; whether within the precincts of the prison, or in penalgangs, or under any penal superintendence without its precincts; whether any chains areused, and in what cases, and of what weight and description in the case of males and females
respectively. Wherever a treadmill is in use, you will carefully ascertain its dimensions ;
the diameter of the wheel, the height of the step, the rate at which it revolves, the means
taken to prevent excessive motion, and to regulate and record its movements; the number
of prisoners usually placed on it at a time; whether male and female prisoners are worked
on it together or separately ; the dress of each when on the mill, the means used to compel
them to remain on the wheel, the purposes to which it is a plied, the alternate periods of
labour and rest,t he nature of the rest, and the occupation of the prisoners when not on the
wheel. On this subject you will not fail in each case attentively to examine into the struc-
ture and use of the treadmill and every particular connected with its use, with reference tu
the evidence received by the Committee ofthe House of Commons on Negro Apprenticeship.
You will also particularly inquire whether pregnant women, or women with infant children
are placed on the treadmill, or are subjected to any, and what other description of hard
labour.

4. The punishment for offences committed in the prison.
What are the offences most commonly visited with punishment; the nature and amount

of the punishment, by whom inflicted, and by whose authority, and in whose presence ; and
whether any and what record is kept of such punishment, and to whose inspection is suchrecord subjected. :

5. The instruction of the prisoners.
The hours allotted to moral and religious instruction and Divine worship; by whom the

instruction is given, or Divine service performed ; whether admission is given freely, or under
any and what restrictions to ministers of one or more religious denominations ; whether
there is any school in the prison, and if so, is the schoolmaster or schoolmistress a prisoner?

6. Officers ofthe prison, male and female, by whom appointed, and by whom removable;
their number, salaries and emoluments, and apparent qualifications, and the extent of their
authority; whether female prisoners are superintended exclusively by female officers;
whether any prisoners are employed as subordinate officers of the prison, and by whose
authority or selection, and. what are their privileges or remuneration.

7. Superintendence and inspection. .
By whom is the prison officially visited, whether or not periodically, and at what periods ;

whether opportunity is afforded by such visits to the prisoners to make any representations
to the official visitors. Whether a registry is kept of the commitments, and does it contain
a statement of the offence of which the prisoner has been convicted, and of the authority by
whom convicted. Whether any register or journal is kept, and by whom, and inspected b
the visitors, ofthe character or conduct of the prisoners, the punishment inflicted, the sick-
ness or death of any prisoner, or of any occurrence ofan unusual nature. Whether strangers
or ordinary visitors are admitted, and by whose authority, and under whatrestrictions.
Are the rules and regulations for the government of the prison hung up in a conspicuous

place, or open for inspection.
8. The effect of the imprisonment.

1. As regards the bodily health of the prisoners.
2. As regards their moral improvement.
3. As regards the population of the neighbourhood.

What is the appearance and demeanor of those in confinement?What are the habits pt
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the discharged? What is the number of recommitments? Are commitments increasing or
decreasing? Is the punishment of imprisonment, with its consequences, looked upon with
terror ?

The above heads of inquiry have been suggested, in order that your attention might be
directed to those points on which it is especially desirable to obtain precise and accurate
information. Your own acquaintance with some of the best conducted English prisons,
your recent intercourse with one of thepase inspectors in this country, and the experience
which you will rapidly acquire in the West Indies, will probably suggest to you some other
points on which information may be equally important. In comparing the internal arrange-
ments of the prison, and the labour and discipline to which the prisoners are subjected,
whether on the treadmill or in any other shape, with what you are acquainted with in
England, you will not fail to take into account the climate and other peculiar circumstances
which necessarily occasion a wide difference, in some respects, between the colonies which
you are about to visit and this country. You will further bear distinctly in mind that the
prison discipline in the West Indies ought to be equally applicable to all offenders, of what-
ever class or colour, irrespective of any difference arising out of past slavery, or the present
temporary system of apprenticeship. You will, therefore, ascertain whether any distinction
is practically made in the treatment of prisoners of different colour or race, or of apprentices
as distinguished from freemen. You will also minutely inquire into the treatment of the female
prisoners, as distinguished from the male, in all the points to which I have generally adverted,
which require or admit of a distinction between the sexes. In prisons containing both tried
and untried prisoners, you will advert to any difference in the mode of treatment, the indul-
gences allowed, and the discipline enforced; and you will especially ascertain whether
prisoners confined on suspicion of desertion are subjected to any penal discipline.

It will be desirable that you should be present in the prison during the ordinary working
of the treadmill; and that you should witness the performance of any other description of
penal labour imposed on the prisoners. If practicable, you will also attend at the hours of
meals and of instruction, and after the prisoners are locked up for the night, in order to
visit all or some of the cells and sleeping apartments.

You will select in each prison such prisoners as you may think proper for private and
separate examination, and you will question them as to the general nature of their treatment,
and the discipline and punishment to which they are subjected. You will also endeavour to
ascertain whether any of them have suffered bodily hurt or injury from the treadmill ; and
if sv, the nature of such injuries and the cause of them.

You will examine privately and separately each of the subordinate officers of the prison,
as you think fit; and it will be important that you should question the medical attendant
and the governor, or other superior officer of the prison, as to its general discipline, as to
any particulars on which you desire specific information, and as to any complaints or
allegations of the prisoners. In doing this, it will of course be right that the name of any
prisoner from whom you have received any such complaint or allegation, should not be
mentioned, unless the individual freely consents to come forward and substantiate his state-
ment. You will, however, leave no fit means untried for bringing the accuracy of any such
complaint or allegation to the test. In some cases it may be desirable that you should
repeat your visit to a particular prison without having given its officers any reason to suppose
it to be your intention to do so.

You will take down in writing the substance of the information which you receive from
the examination of separate individuals. It may frequently be expedient that the statement
should be recorded in the very words, and in the presence ofthe informant, and subsequently
read to him, to ensure its correspondence with'his meaning. It is scarcely necessary for
me to impress on you the importance of the utmost temper and discretion in the prosecution
of your inquiries. You will endeavour to combine with a searching and minute investiga-
tion into the whole subject referred to you, and into any allegation respecting it, a mild and
courteous demeanor towards all the parties with whom you may have to communicate,
and an abstinence from all conduct or language which, by producing irritation or anger,
might throw obstacles in the way of the complete and satisfactory attainment of the end in
view, or might afford plausible ground for imputing to you any want of fairness or impar-
tiality. Your object will be to ascertain facts, and in such a way as to leave as little ground
as possible for objection to the accuracy and conclusiveness of your report.

Although it will be probably expedient that you should defer your general report until
after the completion of your inquiries into all the prisons which you are about to visit,
circumstances may occur or facts may come to your knowledge in the course of your inves-
tigation which will require special and immediate notice, in which case you will lose no time
in reporting them to Lord Glenelg. It will also be your duty to communicate, without
delay, to the governor of the colony any facts which you may have ascertained, and which
appearto you to come within the province, and to require the immediate attention of the
Executive Government.

Lord Glenelg is desirous that your report should be in the hands ofHer Majesty’s Govern-
ment during the next session of Parliament, and he considers it of importance that you
should return to this country in the course of next spring, in order that you may personally
furnish to Her Majesty’s Government, and to any Committee of either HouseofBasliament

whic
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which may be appointed to consider the subject of Negro Apprenticeship, such information
and explanation as may be required. HisLordship, however, is most anxious that the duty
with which you are charged should not be hastily or cursorily performed, with a view to
our early return. It will be preferable that you should not attempt more than can be

thoroughly accomplished within the prescribed time. I am therefore to authorize you, in
the event of the whole inquiry requiring more time than is compatible with your return to
England by the month of April next, after carefully completing the investigation of the
prisons in Jamaica, to omit such of the other colonies as you may not be able to comprise
within the period allotted to you.

In order to prevent a considerable loss of time to which you would otherwise be liable,
you are at liberty to select a gentleman to act as your secretary, who will relieve you from
much clerical labour, and who should also be competent to assist you in the discharge of
your more immediate duties.

1 am to observe that where the term “ prison” is used alone in these instructions, it is
intended to comprise the buildings usually denominated “ workhouses,” in the West Indies
and all other placesin which prisoners are confined under legal penal sentences.

Captain Pringle. Tam, &e

(signed) Geo. Grey.

 

LIST of DocumEnTs transmitted with aboveDespatch.

Act for Abolition of Slavery, 3 & 4 William 4, cap. 73.

Papers relative to same, 1835 and 1836, Parts I., II., II.

Report of Evidence of Apprentice Committee of 1836.

Evidence of Apprenticeship Committee of 1837. (Confidential, not published.)
Report of Committee of 1837.
Papers of Judicial Commissioners of Inquiry respecting Gaols in West Indies. Parlia-

mentary Papers, Session of 1831, No. 334.

Acts of Parliament respecting Gaols, 4 Geo. 4, c. 64; 5 Geo. 4, c.85; 10 Geo. 4, c. 54;
5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 38.

Lord Glenelg’s Circular Despatch, respecting Gaols, 5 July 1837.

Lord Glenelg’s Despatch to Sir Lionel Smith, No. 100, of 31 May 1837.

Five Gaol Reports of the House of Lords.
Reports of Inspectors of Prisons.

Mr. Crawford’s Report on Penitentiaries in the United States.
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INVESTIGATION by Commissioners of Inquiry into the Case of
James Writrams, and other Apprenticed Labourers.

—No. 45.—
(No. 110.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, «.c.3.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 June 1837.
I wave the honour to enclose, for your information, copies of a pamphlet

which has been placed in my hands, entitled, ‘‘ A Narrative of Events since the
Ist of August 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica.”

In adopting this course, you will not ascribe to me an implicit assent to the
truth of the allegations contained in this pamphlet. On the contrary,I feel it
my duty to express considerable distrust of a statement of this nature, put into
public circulation at a distance from the spot where the facts are alleged to have
occurred, and with respect to which no opportunity has been afforded for inquiry
or investigation. It is but just, however, to the various public officers whose
conduct is thus publicly impugned, that they should be allowed an opportunity
of offering any explanation of the facts alleged against them. Nor is it less the
duty of the Government to institute a strict inquiry into such of the circum-
stances as are alleged with sufficient accuracy and distinctness to allow of the
adoption of such a course. I have therefore to request that you will imme-
diately take such measures for this purpose as appear to you practicable, and
that you will report to me the result at as early a period as possible.
With respect to the cruelties stated to be of common occurrence in St. Ann’s

workhouse, you will have little difficulty in ascertaining whether such practices
have really prevailed there. Should you find sufficient evidence of the fact, you
will not be deterred, by the result of legal proceedings in other instances, from
taking the necessary steps for bringing the delinquents to justice.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 46.—
(No. 167.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.., to LordGlenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 25 August 1837.

On the 9th instant I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s despatch,
No. 110, dated 28th June 1837, enclosing copies of a pamphlet, entitled, ‘« A Nar-
rative of Events since the Ist August 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed
Labourer in Jamaica.”
No one can feel the importance of having this subject fully investigated more

than Ido. It is due to myself, and the governors beforeme ; it is due to the
accused, and it is due to the great body of proprietors, that such alleged atrocious
abuses should be proved, or their fallacy exposed.
My Lord, no man of any experience, in the present state of the late slave

colonies would attempt to deny that many abuses do exist. We have here
upwards of 300,000 apprentices, with only a weekly communication through the
island. It is impossible to control the various tempers and dispositions of all the
persons put in charge of this mass of human beings. In the case of absentees’ pro-
perties, low, uneducated and violent overseers become their masters, and a great
deal of ill treatment, not punishable by the law, is frequently resorted to. These:
people’s interests are all for the present, and they are reckless of the future ; but
T owe it to myself, and to the magistrates generally, to declare, that whenever
oppression is brought to light, all the power of the law is applied to redress and
punishment. The governor or magistrate who would shrink from this duty ought
instantly to be dismissed.

T have
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I have now to explain to your Lordship my opinion how this inquiry should be
set on foot. It is most important it should be completed before the new House
of Assembly meets ; I propose issuing a commission to one special justice and
one local magistrate, under instructions founded on the “ Narrative,” to repair to
the different places where abuses were stated to have been committed, and take
depositions of all the facts to be found. In the person of Mr. Special Justice
Daughtrey, I have an officer of a high sense of honour, great intelligence, research
and diligence ; though he is said by some to be in correspondence with the Anti-
slavery Society ; he is universally respected by the planters ; I have never had an
accusation against him ; and the apprentices in his district are as happy as the
peasantry of any free country. This gentleman I immediately selected to conduct
this important inquiry. His associate, as a general magistrate, will be Mr. George
Gordon, of St. James’s, a gentleman of high character ; but I am not sure if I shall
prevail upon him to undertake the office.

I hope your Lordship may approve of this course. If these gentlemen under-
take it, their characters will guarantee the integrity of their report. There is,
however, a difficulty in regard to the unavoidable expenses which such a com-
mission must occasion, and for which your Lordship’s instruction makes no pro-
vision. I have nothing in my power, and all I shall promise will be my strong
recommendation to your Lordship, that they should, at least, be compensated for
their expenses, if they could not be remunerated for their labour.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 47.—
(No. 165.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B.
Sir Downing-street, 13 October 1837.

IT uave had the honour to receive your despatch, No. 167, of the 25th of
August, acknowledging the receipt of my despatch of the 28th of June, No. 110,
in which I enclose a copy ofa pamphlet of James Williams, an apprenticed labourer
in Jamaica; and I have to convey to you my approval of the mode in which you
have determined on conducting the inquiries into the transactions to which the
pamphlet refers.
The opinion which I have formed of Mr. Daughtrey, from his reports which

have been successively brought under my notice, leaves no doubt whatever in my
mind that the selection of that gentleman is wholly unexceptionable, and I have
any reason to place entire confidence in your judgment as it respects Mr.
ordon. .
With regard to your recommendation, that these gentlemen should be com-

pensated for any outlay which their commission may occasion, I can only at pre-
sent state, that it would be most unreasonable to subject them to any expense in
the discharge of the duty intrusted to them; and that I shall be ready to consider
the question, when I shall be in possession of their report, and a statement of the
expenses which they may have incurred.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.”
 

—No. 48.—
(No. 200.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 2 November 1837.
I wave the honour to inform you, that the commissioners of inquiry on the

case of James Williams have closed their proceedings, and I am sorry to say, the
whole barbarous case of that individual is fully proved and confirmed.
The proceedings at large are copying for your Lordship and the House of

Assembly, and will be transmitted as soon as possible.
It will be my duty to suspend Mr. Rawlinson from his office of special magistrate,

which I shall also fully report upon by the next packet.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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JAMAICA, (No. 210.) —No. 49.—
No.4. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.3., to Lord Glenelg.

* 49. My Lord, Spanish Town, 13 November 1837.
incuity: _L nave the honour to enclose your Lordship ‘‘ Minutes of Proceedings” under

MinutesOT a commission which I appointed to investigate certain complaints set forth in
— ‘“‘ A Narrative of Events since the Ist August 1834, by James Williams, an

Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica,” agreeably. to your Lordship’s instructions
communicated to me in your letter, No. 110, dated 28th June 1837.

I beg to inform your Lordship, that I have suspended Mr. Rawlinson from
his functions as a special magistrate, not only for his conduct to James Williams,
which had been previously reported to your Lordship’s office by Lord Sligo, but
for similar unjustifiable proceedings towards apprentices of other estates in his
district, investigated by the same commissioners, and which will be transmitted
by this packet in supplemental reports; and I have further called upon the
Attorney-general to adopt such measures as he may deem most effectual for
bringing parties to justice, who may be considered guilty of the various offences
exposed by this investigation.

sampniet? «TL return your Lordship one copy of the Narrative, numbering off the
printedjim various complaints of James Williams, that your Lordship may understand the
James order in which the inquiry proceeded.

I beg to assure your Lordship, I have issued most positive orders to put a
stop to the abuse of tread-mill punishments ; and your Lordship will see, by my

16 MAY circular to all magistrates, that I had regulated that punishment with due regard
— to moderation and safety. I hope to get these regulations passed into a general

law during the present session.

Bro circula
r

No. 1337s

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

P.S.—The report of the commission on James Williams’s case has been
called for by the House of Assembly, and will of course be furnished.—L. S.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 49.

(No. 818.) Circutar to CusTopEs.
Encl. 1, in No. 49. Sir, ; ; TheKing’sHouse, 16May 1837.

Tue Governor being strongly impressed with the expediency of establishing, in all the
houses of correction, one uniform system of tread-mill punishment, 1 am directed to recom-
mend, for the adoption of the magistrates of the parish of » under the
4th clause of the Act 5 Will. 4, c. 8, the following rules: Ist. That no prisoner be worked
on the tread-mill for a longer period than 10 minutes at one spell, and that there be intervals
of three quarters of an hour between each spell, besides the usual allowance of time for
breakfast and dinner. .

2d. That all tread-mill punishments be divided into classes; the first class spell to be of
10 minutes’ duration ; the second of eight minutes, and the third of five minutes.

3d. That no female quick with child be subjected to punishments on the tread-mill; no
child under 14 years, and no aged person above 60 years old.

4th. That the supervisor of the house of correction be required to keep a record of tread-
mill punishments, according to the following form :
 

Name and Qualit Punishment
of Offender, | By whom | By whom uwarded, Date When
whether Employed, Offence. and of Remarks.

Apprentice or . Committed. in what Class : Discharged.
otherwise. Apprentice, worked. Commitment.

 

       
 

5th. That the medical attendant have the power of directing the removal of a prisoner
from one class of punishment to another less severe, if he shall see cause to do so, on account
of the sickness or infirmity of the prisoner.

6th. His Excellency feels confident that the Legislature will embody these regulations
into a law in their next sessions ; and in the mean time he anxiously trusts that the magis-
trates will give effect to them in their several parishes. I have, &e.

(Truecopy) (signed) C. H. Darling,
S. R. Warren, Secretary. Secretary.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 49.

Falmouth, 23 October 1837.

Tux commissioners in the prosecution of the inquiry which your Excellency was pleased
to intrust to them, having taken’ the fullest evidence they could obtain upon the several
subjects which the investigation was designed to embrace, have now the honour to transmit,
for your Excellency’s information, an aut entic copy of their entire proceedings.

In reporting upon the general results of this extended inquiry, it has become theduty of
the commissioners to state, that the allegations of James Williams’s narrative have received
few and inconsiderable contradictions, whilst every material fact has been supported and
corroborated by an almost unbroken chain of convincing testimony.
Such being the conclusion ofthe commissioners with respect to the narrative, it can scarcely

be necessary for them to add, that the abolition law has not been properly administered in
some parts of the parish of St. Ann’s; that the house of correction of that parish was, until
recently, a place of licentiousness and cruelty; and that the tread-mill has been from the
time of its erection, and still is, an instrument rather of torture than of just and salutary
punishment. .
Upon these topics the commissioners have thought it right to report specifically ; but with

reference to others, of no less interest, they leave the evidence to speak for itself; persuaded
that the whole detail will be found important enough to command your Excellency’s imme-

diate attention. (signed) Geo. Gordon, 3. p., St. James’s.
John Daughtrey, 8. M.

(True copy) 3S. &. Warren, Secretary.
To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Governor.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 49.
Sir, St. James’s, 23 October 1837.
TERE being no explanation or defensive statement of Mr. Special Justice Rawlinson

among our proceedings, we think it but just to mention, for his Excellency’s information,
that Mr. Rawlinson appeared a day or two before our business there was brought to a
close, and had free access to the evidence and other documents ; he, however, expressed no
wish to offer any statements in his own behalf, alleging that he was not prepared to do so.
A rough copy of the minutes is left at Falmouth for his use, and he will probably forward
some explanations direct to the King’s House on such parts of his official conduct as he may
deem most to require them. We are, &e.

(True copy) SS. R. Warren, Secretary. (signed) George Gordon.
John Daughtrey.

S. R. Warren, Esq.
 

Enclosure 4, in No. 49.

Sir, Glasgow Estate, St. James’s, 23 October 1837.
Tue whole proceedings under our commission having been this morning despatched from

Falmouth to the King’s House by a special messenger, your communication of the 20th
inst., enclosing to us a protest of Mr. Senior’s, with respect to these proceedings, has just
met us at this place, Mr. Gordon’s residence, Mr. Daughtrey being on his way to St.
Elizabeth’s. ;
We herewith transmit to you our replies to the series of objections urged by Mr. Senior,

and have the honour to remain, &c. (signed) George Gordon.
John Daughtrey.

P.S.—The enclosures transmitted to us are now returned, as well as some correspondence
between Mr. Senior and ourselves, which will throw some light on the manner in which that
gentleman has been affected by this inquiry, and on the nature of the defence he has adopted.

(signed) George Gordon.
(True copy) SS. R. Warren. John Daughtrey.

S. R. Warren, Esq.

Sir, Penshurst, Runaway Bay, 17 October 1837.
You may recollect that I called on you more than once in the last week of September,

and requested you would inform the Governor that I wished to see him, on the subject of
the investigation then going on in St. Ann’s. My request not having been complied
with, 1 now enclose a protest against the proceedings of the commissioners, which I con-
sider to have been illegal and unjust. .
_A copy of my protest, and a statement of the proceedings which came under my notice,

will be forwarded to the agent for Jamaica, to be laid before Lord Glenelg and the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons. ~ have, &c.

(True co S. R. Warren. (signed) G. W. Senior.
8. R. Warren, Ean ~
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19 September.

Sce his Note in
reply,
22 September.
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Protest of Mr. Senior.

I protest against the proceedings of the commissioners appointed by the Governor to
inquire into certain abuses in the administration of justice, kc. &e.

1. Because I did not receive sufficient timely notice to attend.
2. Because the commissioners allowed Clarke and Dexter, two Baptist missionaries, to be

associated with them, with a secretary to take down all the proceedings.
3. Because the above-named Baptist missionaries were permitted by the commissioners

to interfere in the proceedings, to ask questions of the witnesses, and to behave in the most
indecorous manner.

4, Because I was deprived of the labour of a number of my apprentices for several days,
by their being ordered to attend at Brown’s Town, instead of the inquiry being made on the
spot, where all the ends of justice might have been obtained much more fully than at
Brown’s Town.

5. Because many ofmy apprentices (who are notoriously the worst disposed in the island)
were examined in my absence, and, not having received a copy of their evidence,I have not
had it in my power to refute any falsehoods they may have told to my prejudice.

6. Because I claim that right which is conceded even to the greatest criminal, of knowing
of what I am accused, and an opportunity of clearing myself from any unjust accusations.

(True copy) S. R. Warren.

Messrs. Gordon and Daughtrey’s Answer to the Protest of Mr. Senior.

1. THE commissioners were not aware that Mr. Senior had received no official notice of
the intended inquiries. Their first act at Brown’s Town was to apprize him of the object of
their visit, and to request his attendance on the next day.

2. Messrs. Clarke and Dexter were no more associated with the commissioners than any
other person who chose to attend their court, the proceedings of which were public. The
person designated as the secretary of Messrs. Clarke and Dexter is connected with the press,
and, having been permitted to take notes of the evidence, was observed to report so accu-
rately and expeditiously that the commissioners subsequently employed him for that purpose
on their own account. ‘The courtesy of his behaviour to all, and the exactness with which
‘lie recorded the evidence, were the theme of general commendation.

3. The statements under this head have scarcely a semblance of truth. Messrs. Clarke
and Dexter were not permitted to interfere with the proceedings of the court, nor evinced
the least wish to do so. In common with others who attended the inquiry, they were
allowed to submit questions to the court, to be put if approved; a courtesy, however, of which
they rarely availed themselves. Justice to these gentlemen requires it to be observed, that
so far from having “behaved in a most indecorous manner,” nothing could be more correct
and inoffensive than their whole demeanour during the few days which they attended the
sittings of the court. The commissioners were engaged in the inquiry at Brown’s Town
12 days; Mr. Clarke was present only on five of these days; Mr. Dexter continued his
attendance somewhat longer.

4. In the opinion of the commissioners, the investigation relating to the Penshurst people
could not have been made with equal advantage to the ends of justice at Mr. Senior’s resi-
dence. Mr. Senior offered no objection of this nature at the time, but readily met the request
of the commissioners for the attendance at Brown’s Town of the people whose evidence was
required.

If any of Mr. Senior’s apprentices were examined in his absence, it was because he
did not always choose to be present, and not from any wish of the commissioners that such
should be the case ; on the contrary, they requested and recommended his attendance; and
in one instance, where evidence had been adduced in his absence of a decidedly criminatory
character, they sent to Penshurst to apprize him of it, in order that he might have the earliest
opportunity of explaining or refuting it. Mr. Senior always knew when any of his people
were in attendance for examination. On his re-appearance in the court on Saturday, the
23d September, at the close of the direct Penshurst inquiry, the minutes of proceedings were
laced in his hands for perusal, or to be copied, had such been his wish, with a distinct

intimation that any statement he might wish to make should go forth with the rest of the
evidence. ,

6. The answer which the commissioners have given to the preceding head of the protest
makes it almost unnecessary to offer any remark upon this. It will have been seen that
Mr. Senior had every advantage which it was in the power of the commissioners to afford
him of becoming acquainted with the allegations against him, and of adducing counter
evidence. The commissioners will further express their belief that Mr. Senior was not in
ignorance of the nature of these allegations. On the visit they made to Penshurst, at the
termination of the Brown’s Town portion of the inquiry, they again informed both Mr. Senior
and Miss Senior, that if they had affidavits to present on any points they might wish to depose.
to, such affidavits would be received and incorporated with their proceedings. Affidavits
trom both were subsequently transmitted to the commissioners, and have been introduced
accordingly.

(signed) Geo. Gordon,
St. James’s, 23 October 1837. John Daughtrey.

(True copy) 8S. R. Warren.

ee
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Gentlemen, Penshurst, 19 September 1837.
Tuoucs not very convenient tome,I will call on you to-morrow about nine o’clock,

I have, &e.
(True copy) S. R. Warren. (signed) G. W. Senior.

To George Gordon and John Daughtrey, Esqrs.
Brown’s Town,

' Gentlemen, Penshurst, 22 September 1837.
I can have no idea of the nature of the information you may have received from Peter

William Atkinson ; but as it is too late to come over to-day, I will call on you early
to-morrow.

Ian, &c.
(Truecopy) SS. R. Warren. (signed) G.W. Senior.

To George Gordon and John Daughtrey, Esqrs.
Brown’s Town.

Gentlemen, Penshurst,Runaway Bay, 14 Oct. 1837.
I wenr to St. Ann’s Bay, on Tuesday the 10th, agreeably to your own appointment, and

was much surprised to find that you had left the parish. I now enclose three affidavits,*
which I hope you willattach to the proceedings. As you have not given me an opportunity
of refuting any falsehoods which the Penshurst people might have told in my absence, and
without which the investigation cannot be completed with that fairness and justice which is
due to every one, I shall prepare a full narrative of the roceedings at which I was present,
to be laid before the House of Assembly and before the Colonial Secretary.

If William Dalling could tell such falsehoods when I was present, I have a right to expect
others would not be very scrupulous what they said in my absence ; I shall protest against
the whole of the proceedings, and, though my objection may have no weight here, I am
satisfied, from my knowledge of Lord Glenelg, that he will give a fair hearing to my
representations.

Iam, &c.
(signed) G. W. Senior.

To George Gordon and John Daughtrey, Esqrs.

Sir, Falmouth, 17 October 1837.
We have to acknowledge your letter of the 14th inst., enclosing two affidavits, one from

Miss Senior, the other from yourself. These are now appended to the body of the evidence.
That any such error should have arisen, with regard to the appointment at St. Ann’s Bay, as
to cause you a fruitless journey, we much regret. You must, however, permit us to say, that
the error was not ours, as you have somewhat inconsiderately alleged, but your own; Tuesday
was, indeed, named as a day when we thought public business would probably draw you to
the Bay (and at that time we were certainly under an impression that our inquiry would
scarcely be concluded on an earlier day); but you mentioned Saturday as more convenient to
yourself, and it was so fixed accordingly. Your next allegation, that we have “ not given
you an opportunity of refuting any falsehoods which the Penshurst people might have told in
your absence,” is much more serious, and strikes us almost with surprise.
Were you not made aware, the instant we arrived at Brown’s Town, of the nature and

authority of our commission ?
Were you not informed, in the most respectful and even courteous manner, that every

possible opportunity would be afforded you for explaining or refuting the various charges
comprised in the narrative of James Williams, or any other charge that might happen to be
adduced in the course ofour investigation?
Whenever you did attend on our court, were not the whole of the proceedings which had

been taken in your absence actessible to you in the most unrestricted manner, and even
urged upon your attention?

Did we not, in one instance, when allegations were made in your absence which appeared
to us more serious than the rest, send for you, that you might be immediately aware of their
nature, and be thus furnished with every advantage which it was in our power to afford you
of refuting them?
__ Whatever may therefore be the difficulties of your position, they have assuredly not been
increased by our conduct towards you.

We have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Gordon, _

John Daughtrey, Commissioners.

(True copies) S..R. Warren.

 

* The affidavits will be found at the end of the Minutes of Proceedings.

154.

JAMAICA.



JAMAICA.
 

Encl. 5, in No. 49,
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Enclosure 5, in No. 49.

MINUTES of Procrepines at Brown’s Town, St. Ann’s, under Commission from
his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Governor of Jamaica, directed to George Gordon,
Esq., Justice of the Peace for the Parish of St. James, and Proprietor of Moor

Park Estate, in the said Parish, and John Daughtrey, Esq., Special Magistrate,
St. Elizabeth.

Wednesday, 20 September 1837,

Tue commissioners commenced their sittings at this place by directing that the commis-
sion from which their authority is derived, and the letter of instructions which accompanied
it, should be read in open court ; they, at the same time, announced that their proceedings
would be public.

Cory of the Commission.

Jamaica ss.

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Queen, and of Jamaica Supreme Lady, Defender of the Faith, &c. &e. &c.

To Our trusty and well-beloved subjects, John Daughtrey, Esquire, and George
Gordon, Esquire, greeting :

Wuereas We have thought it expedient, for divers good causes and considerations us
thereunto moving, that an inquiry should forthwith be made in the administration of justice,
under the provisions of the law for the abolition of slavery, and for promoting the industry

of the manumitted slaves in this our island, but particularly with respect to the adminis-

tration of the said law in the parish of St. Ann’s, touching the nature and truth of the
allegations contained in the pamphlet of James Williams, late an apprentice to G. W. Senior,

Esq., with the narrative of events contained in the said pamphlet, as having taken place
in the said parish of St. Ann’s: |
Know ye, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your fidelity, discretion and

integrity, have authorized and appointed, and do by these presents authorize and appoint
you, the said John Daughtrey and George Gordon, to make a diligent inquiry whether any

and what part of the said law hath not been faithfully administered by the justices who

then held and who are now holding special commissions in the said parish, and to ascertain

the truth of the allegations contained in the said pamphlet of James Williams; and for the
better discovering of the truth in the premises, We do, by thesepresents, give and grant

to you, as special justices of the peace in and over this island of Jamaica, and as local
magistrates, according to the authority of your commissions respectively, full power and
authority to call before you, or any one of you, all persons, being apprenticed labourers or
free persons, as you may judge necessary, by whom you may be better informed of the
truth in the premises, and to inquire of the premises, and every part thereof, by oath, and
all other lawful ways and means whatsoever ; and you will certify to Us your proceedings,

when the same have been completed and perfected. Witness his Excellency Sir Lionel
Smith, Knight Commander-of the most honourable Military Order of the Bath, Knight
Grand Cross of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Lieutenant-general in Her Majesty’s
Land Forces, and Colonel of the 40th Regiment of Foot, Captain-general and Governor-
in-chief and Commander of the Forces in and over the Island of Jamaica, and the Territories

thereon depending in America, Chancellor Ordinary and Vice-admiral of the same at
St..Jago de la Vega, the eighth day of September, and in the first year of the reign of our
most gracious Sovereign Queen Victoria, annoque Domini One thousand eight hundred and
thirty-seven.

By his Excellency’s command,
Lionel Smith.

(True copy) S. R. Warren, Secretary.

 

Cory of the Letter of [NstTRUCTIONS.

The King’s House, Spanish Town,
Gentlemen, 9 September 1837.

As you have kindly consented to be associated as joint-commissioners, to investigate and
report on certain abuses in thé administration of justice towards the apprenticed labourers,
represented in a pamphlet, stated to be “ A Narrative of Events since the Ist August 1834,
by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica,” I now do myself the honour to

enclose you a copy of the Secretary of State’s despatch, calling for inquiry, together with
the pamphlet itself.

I have to request that, at your earliest convenience, you will proceed to the different
places in which the abuses complained of are said to have occurred, and there, by deposi-
tions of parties cognizant of the different transactions, you will probably be able to sub-
stantiate or refute the various allegations against either the public authorities or accused
individuals.

I need
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Ineed not impress upon two gentlemen distinguished in society by upright principles,
that it is no less due to the cause of justice than to the credit of the colony at large, that
you should carefully search for and faithfully declare the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth ; and it is a source of great pleasure to me to reflect, that your honourable characters
will guarantee this object to the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government as well as the
people of Jamaica.

In examining into the different allegations stated in the pamphlet, you will probably find
it convenient to number each case in the order in which t ey occur,’ and may require to be
inquired into ; and to aid your inguiry as regards the accusations against Mr. Special Justice
Rawlinson, I transmit copies of his diary, and the entries of his notice of “James Wil-
liams’s” offences.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 49.

NARRATIVE of Events since the 1st of August 1834, by James Williams,
an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Tax following narrative of James Williams has been carefully taken down from his lips.
It was deemed better to preserve his own peculiar style, rather than by any attempt at revi-
sion to endanger the self-evident proof of fidelity which his account bears. I have now
before me a document signed by two free negroes and six apprentices, all members of a
Christian church in Jamaica, in which they affirm, that they have known the narrator from
his infancy, and that he “ is steady, sober, industrious, of good moral character, and that his
word may be relied upon.” ‘Their names, and the estates to which they belong, should be
given, did J not know the consequences which would probably follow to themselves from the
disclosure. The negro apprentice, unhappily, is not in a situation to give evidence against
his master with impunity. He cannot tell his tale of woe without subjecting’ himself to the
brutal wrath of his oppressor. James Williams, however, is in the land of freedom, and
his narrative will speak for itself. It is a revolting picture which he draws, a dark assem-
blage of human crimes, unrelieved by a single virtue, save the enduring patience of the
sufferer. That heart must be callous and brutal, the deepest feelings of which are not
stirred by his narrative; and that man must possess a very partial acquaintance with the
Christian law of duty, who does not rise from its perusal determined to exert all his powers
for the extinction of the system under which our African brethren groan and bleed. In the
course of the investigations instituted on the spot by Mr. Sturge and his associate, confirma-
tory evidence of some of the most revolting of Williams’s statements was obtained. The
minutes of these examinations are before me; and were it consistent with a due regard to
the interests of the witnesses, they should be presented to the reader. But I must content
myself with affirming that they leave no doubt in my mind, and could leave no doubt in the
mind of any impartial man, that, horrible as is the account which Williams gives, it is enti-
tled to the full confidence of the British public.

. Thomas Price, p. v.
20 June 1837. Hackney, London.
 

NARRATIVE, &c.

I am about 18 years old. I was a slave belonging to Mr. Senior and his sister, and was
brought up at the place where they live, called Penshurst, in St. Ann’s parish, in Jamaica.

I have been very ill-treated by Mr. Senior and the magistrates since the new law come in.
Apprentices get a great deal more punishment now than they did when they was slaves; the
master take spite, and do all he can to burt them before the free come; I have heard my
master say, “Those English devils say we to be free, but if we is to free, he will pretty well
weaken we, before the six and the four years done; we shall be no use to ourselves after-
wards.”

Apprentices a great deal worse off for provision than beforetime; magistrate take away
their day, and give to the roperty ; massa give we no salt allowance, and no allowance at
Christmas; since the new law begin, he only give them two mackarel, that was one time
when them going out to job. .

_ When I was a slave, I never flogged; I sometimes was switched, but not badly; but
since the new law begin, I have been flogged seven times, and put in the house of correc-
tion four times. .
Soon after 1st August, massa tried to get me and many others punished ; he brought us

Up before Dr. Palmer, but none of us been doing nothing wrong, and magistrate give we
nght,

: :After that, Mr. Senior sent me with letter to Captain Connor, to get punished, but magis-
trate send me back, he would not punish me till he try me; when I carry letter back to
massa, he surprise to see me come back, he been expect Captain Connor would put me in
workhouse. Captain Connor did not come to Penshurst; he left the parish. Massa didn’t
tell me what charge he have against me.
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When Dr. Thompson come to the parish, him call one Thursday, and said he would
come back next Thursday, and hold court Friday morning. He come Thursday afternoon,
and get dinner, and sleep at Penshurst, and after breakfast all we appreutices called up.
Massa try eight of we, and Dr. Thompson flog every one; there was five man and three
boys; them flog the boys with switches, but the men flog with the cat. One of the
men was the old driver, Edward Lawrence; massa say he didnot make the people take in
imento crop clean; he is quite old—head quite white—havn’t got one black hair in it,

But Dr. Thompson ordered him to be flogged; not one of the people been doing any
thing wrong; all flog for trifling foolish thing, just to please the massa.
When them try me, massa said, that one Friday i was going all round the housewith

big stone in my hand, looking for him and his sister to knock them down. I was mending
stone wall round the house by massa’s order; I was only a half-grown boy that time.I told
magistrate I never do such thing, and offer to bring evidence about it ; he refuse to hear me
or my witness; would not let me speak; he sentence me to get 39 lashes; eight policemen
was present, but magistrate make constable flog at first; them flog the old driver first, and
me next; my back all cut up and cover with blood—could not put on my shirt—but massa
say, constable not flogging half hard enough, that my back not cut at all; then the magis-
trate make one of the police take the cat to flog the other three men, and him flog most
unmerciful, It was Henry James, Thomas Brown and Adam Brown that the police flog.
Henry James was an old African; he had been put to watch large corn-piece, no fence
round. it, so the cattle got in and eat some of the corn; he couldn’t help it, but magis-
trate flog him for it. After the flogging, he got quite sick, and begin coughing blood; he
went to the hot-house,* but got no attention; them say him not sick. He go to Captain
Dillon to complain about it; magistrate give him paper to carry to massa, to warn him to
court on Thursday: that day them go to Brown’s Town ; Captain Dillon and a new magis-
trate, Mr. Rawlinson, was there. Captain Dillon say that him don’t think that Henry James
was sick ; he told him to go back and come next Thursday, and he would have doctor to
examine him; the old man said he did not know whether he should live till Thursday;
he walk away, but before he get out of the town, he drop down dead; all the place
cover with blood that he puke up. He was quite well before the flogging, and always said
it was the flogging bring on the sickness. ;
Same day Henry James dead, massa carry me and Adam Brown before magistrate; he

said I did not turn out sheep till nine o’clock on Wednesday morning; I told magistrate
the sheep was kept in to be dressed, and I was eating my breakfast before dressing them;
but Captain Dillon sentence me and Adam Brown to lock up in the dungeon at Knapdale
for 10 days and nights; place was cold and damp, and quite dark—a little bit of a cell,
hardly big enough for me to lie full length ; them give we pint of water and two little coco
or Plantain aday; hardly able to stand up when we come out, we was so weak; massa

and misses said we no punish half enough; massa order we straight to our work, and refuse
to let we go get something to eat.
The week after we let out of dungeon, Mr. Rawlinson come to Penshurst, and tell some

of the people he not done with we yet about the sheep ; we only put in dungeon for warning,
and he would come back next Thursday and try we again for it; he did come Thursday
about four o’clock, and send call us; when we come, him and massa and misses was at
dinner; we sent in to say we come; them said, never mind till morning. We know this
magistrate come to punish we for nothing, so we go over to Captain Dillon at Southampton
to complain; he write paper next morning to police-station, and policeman took us home.
Mr. Rawlinson gone already, and misses said he left order that we to lock up every night, and
keep at work in day-time, till he come back; but police say no, Captain Dillon order that
we not to punish till he try we himself on Thursday, at Brown’s Town; them took us
there, but ecptain Hillon did not come, but send paper for the other magistrate to try it,
and said them couldn’t try us for the same thing again; Mr. Rawlinson said it was not the
same thing; Mr. Senior said, no, we had been insolent to him; we call constable to give
evidence, and he said we not insolent; then magistrate say to Mr. Senior, “ You mean
insolence by manner.” Massa answer, “ Yes, that is what I mean, insolence by manner;”
it was magistrate self that put massa up to say this; then the magistrate sentence us to get
20 lashes a piece, which was given in front of court-house by police; the punishment was
very severe; both of us fainted after it; we lie down on the ground for an hour after it, not
able to move ; a free man in the place seat some rum and camphor to bring we round. We
went home that night, and went into hospital; them would hardly receive us ; we stop there
that night and Friday, lock up all day and night, and no feeding; Saturday morning massa
turned both of us out, we back all sore, quite raw, and we not able to stoop.
Ten days after the flogging at Brown’s Town, Mr. Rawlinson come again to Penshurst

on the Monday, and slept there. Next morning massa brought me up, and said that after
the last punishment, when we get home, I did not turn out the horses and cows thatnight.
I told magistrate I was sick with the flogging, and went to the hot-house, but Mr. Rawlinson
order me 25 lashes for it; Mr. Senior said, “ Let it be done on the place ;” magistrate said,
“Yes,” and ordered constable, William Dalling, to do it. I begged magistrate not to flog
me again, as the other flogging not well yet, but no use, he wouldn’t hear me, but rode
away from the place. Massa said he have no cat, but he would find some switches to do it
with; I was flogged with lancewood switches upon the old flogging; it tear off all the old
scabs, andI not able to lie down on my back for two or three week after ; was made to work
with my back all sore. .

About a month after the last flogging, massa said to me one day, that he would send for
magistrate,
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magistrate, and oblige him to do his duty, that all the gates in the pasture was down, and I
never told him, and that I took up too much time to get in two turn of food for the horses;
I said, I couldn’t do more than I was doing, I had too many things to do; first thing in
the morning I had to blow shell, then to go to pasture and get in milking cow, and to milk
them; then had to look over the sheep and cows, and all the stock, and to dress them that
have sores; then to get them altogether, and give to one little boy to take them to pas-
ture; at nine o’clock go to breakfast for half an hour, then have to go mend gaps in the
stone wall; after that have to take two asses andabill, to cut bread-nut food for the horses;
had to climb the high trees to cut the bread-nut; then to chop it up, and load the two
asses, and take it home, and to come back for another load; this finish between four and
five, and by that time the little boy bring in all the cattle; I have to look over them and
to turn them into different pastures, then have to go and get a bundle of wood for the
watch-fire, and after that to supper the horses in the stable at night; they don’t allow me
to go to negro-houses; obliged to keep watch all night, sleeping in the kitchen, and to
answer all call; massa said I was only four years apprentice, and don’t entitle to any time ;
that only one day in a fortnight due to me to work my ground and feed myself.
Massa never give me food; he allow me every other Sunday to work my ground, and

sometimes he let me change it for another day. Magistrate say that was all the time the
law allow.
As to the gates being down, massa go through them every day himself and see it; but

he say, 1 ought to have told him, and he will make magistrate punish me for it; him swear
vengeance against me.

Mr. Rawlinson come on a Friday evening, and I was to have take next day for my day;
but massa send me word that me not to take the day, as he want to bring me before the
magistrate; I was frightened and didn’t go next morning. Then I heard that magistrate
said as I take the day against orders, when him and me meet he would settle it; I was
uite frightened when I hear this, and I go away to Spanish Town to see the governor,

but didn’t see him, as he was up in the mountain; I go back to St. Ann’s, and hide in the
woods about Penshurst and Knapdale; I stop about seven weeks, and then go back to

of police, at St. Ann’s; I met him on the road; he took me and put me in dungeon at
Carlton; was kept there from Wednesday till Friday morning, then policemen came and
took me to Brown’s Town, and put me in cage till next day; then Mr. Rawlinson had
me handcuffed and sent me to Penshurst, and put me in dungeon for ten days before he
try me.

On the eleventh day Mr. Rawlinson came and slept there that night; next morning he
had me brought out, and asked me about the running away, and I told him I go away
because I was frightened when I hear how him and massa threaten me; then he sentenced
me to St. Ann’s Bay workhouse for nine days, to get 15 lashes in going in; to dance the
treadmill morning and evening, and work in the penal gang; and after I come back from
the punishment, I must lock up every night in dungeon till he visit the property again, and
I have to pay fifty days out of my own time for the time I been runaway.
Then they handcuff me to a woman belonging to Little-field, to send to the workhouse;

she have little child carrying on her back, and basket on her head, and when she want to

give pickaninny suck, she obliged to rest it on one hand to keep it to the breast, and keep

walking on; police don’t stop to make her suckle the child. When we get to the work-
house, that same evening they give me the 15 lashes; the flogging was quite severe and
cut my back badly; then they put collar and chain upon my neck, and chain me to
another man. Next morning they put me on the treadmill alongwith the others: at first,

not knowing how to dance it, I cut all my shin with the steps; they did not flog me then;

the driver showed me how to step, and I catch the step by next day; but them flog all the
rest that could not step the mill, flogged them most dreadful. There was one old woman

with gray head, belong to Mr. Wallace, of Farm, and she could not dance the mill at all;

she hang by the two wrists which was strapped to the bar, and the driver kept on flogging

her; she get more than all the rest, her clothes cut off with the cnt; the shoulder-strap

cut with it, and her shift hang down over that side; then they flog upon that shoulder and

cut it up very bad; but all the flogging couldn’t make she dance the mill, and when she
come down all her back covered with blood. They keep on putting her on the mill for a

week, and flog her every time, but when they see she could not dance it, they stop putting

her on; if they no been stop, they would have kill her.

There was about 30 people in the workhouse that time, mostly men; nearly all have to

dance the treadmill morning and evening; six or eight on the treadmill one time, and when

them done, another spell go on, till them all done; every one strap to the bar over head,

by the two wrists, quite tight; and if the people not able to catch the step, them hang by

the two wrist, and the mill-steps keep on batter their legs and knees, and the driver with

the cat keep on flog them all the time till them catch the step. The women was obliged

to tie up their clothes, to keep them from tread upon them while they dance the mill ; them

have to tie them up so as only to reach down to the knee, and half expose themself; and
the man have to roll up their trowsers above the knee, then thedrivercan flog their legs

with the cat, if them don’t dance good; and when they flog the legs till they all cut up,

them turn to the back and flog away; but if the person not able to dance yet, them sto

the mill, and make him drop his shirt from one shoulder, so as to get at his bare back wit

cat. The boatswain flog the people as hard as he can lay it on; man and woman all
alike.
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One day while I was in, two young woman was sent in from Moneague side, to dance
the mill, and put in dungeon, but not to work in penal gang; them don’t know how to
dance the mill, and driver flog them very bad; they didn’t tie up their clothes high enough,
so their foot catch upon the clothes when them tread the mill and tear them; and then
between the cat and the mill them flog them so severe, they cut away most of their clothes,
and left them in a manner naked; and the driver was bragging afterwards that he see all
their nakedness.

Dancing treadmill is very hard work, it knock the people up; the sweat run all down
from them; the steps all wash up with the sweat that drop from the people, just the same
as if you throw water on the steps.
One boatswain have to regulate the pole* of the mill, and make it go fast or slow, as

him like; sometimes them make it go very fast, and then the people can’t catch the step
at all; then the other boatswain flogging away and cutting the people’s legs and backs
without mercy. The people baw! and ery so dreadful, you could hear them amile off; the
same going on every time the mill is about; driver keep the cat always going while the
people can’t step.
When them come off the mill, you see all their foot cut up behind with the cat, and all

the skin bruise off the shin with the mill-steps, and them have to go down to the sea-side
to wash away the blood.

After all done dance the mill, them put chain and collar on again, and chain two, three,
and sometime four together, and tum we out to work penal gang; send us to different
estate to work; to dig cane-hole, make fence, clean pasture, and dig up heavy roots, and
sometimes to drag cart to bring big stone from mountain-side, about two or three miles from
the bay; have to drag cart up steep hill. About ten o’clock they give we breakfast; one
uart of corn boiled up with a little salt; sometime they give we a shad between two or

three of we.
They keep us at work till between four and five o’clock, then take us back to the work-

house; take the chains off we all, and make us go upon the mill again, same fashion as in
the morning. After that them put us into the bar-room; put the chain and collar on again,
and our foot in the shackle-bar, to sleep so till morning. All the woman put into one room,
and all the man in another; them that have any ofthe breakfast left from morning, them eat
it after lock up, but them that eat all the allowance at breakfast, must starve till morning.
Wekeep on so every day till Sunday. Sunday the women sent to Mr. Drake’s yard,* to

clean it; and half the man go cut grass for his horses and the other half carry water for
the workhouse. After that they have to grind all the hoes, and the bills, and the axes,
ready for Monday. Themwork we all with the chains on on Sunday, but they don’t put us
on treadmill that day.

_ When the nine days done, them send me home; I so weak I hardly able to reach home
when I get there, Mr. Senior put me in the dungeon, and keep methere for four days and
nights; he give me four little bananas and a piece of pumpkin, with a little dry salt, and a
pint of water. Magistrate didn’t order me to be locked up in the day, only at night, but
massa do it of his own will.
Then I begged massa to let me out, and I would do whatever I can to please him, and he

do so, and order me to get bundle of wood and keep watch every night, instead of going to
the dungeon.

After coming out of workhouse I never feel well, and about three weeks after, I got quite
sick with fever and head-ache, and pain in the stomach; almost dead with the sickness.
Massa told me one day another punishment like that and it will just do for me; it would
kill me quite. Dr.Tucker pay good attention to me, and at last I get over it.

After this, it was long time before they punish me again, but they make me pay off the
fifty days ; them give me no Sunday at Ae every Wednesday they give me half a day to
work my grounds, the other half them take to pay off the fifty days. For one year and
three.months, them keep on take the half day from me every week, and never give meany feeding.

In November, about five or six weeks before this last Christmas, one Friday, massa blow
shell at nine o’clock for the gang to go to breakfast ; it was the time them begin to get half
Friday; them say no, they would rather work the four hours and a half one time, and then
get the rest of the day. Joseph Lawrence, the constable, go to massa, and said the people
would not go to breakfast, they wanted towork out the time at once; massa said no, he
would make them go to breakfast, and then work them till one o’clock. He ordered Lawrenceto go away from the gang, and sent head constable, William Dalling, to order the people to
breakfast; they said no, they would not; then massa go and order them himself, but therefused to go; then there was a great row and noise, and massa make them take up JosephLawrence, the constable, and Thomas Brown 3 he say it must be them advise the people notto go to breakfast, and he put them in the dungeon; and he take William Mills and put in,because he don’t go to breakfast, and Miss Senior call out for them to put in. BenjaminHiggins, the old mason, for the same thing.

_ While massa was putting the people in the dungeon, I was passing from the pantry to thekitchen ; Miss Senior was cursing at me, but 1 did not give any hearing to what she saying.Massa was standing near the kitchen; he ask me what I got to say about it; I say, “Sir, I
have nothing to do with it, I don’t interfere ;” he say, “ You do interfere ;” I tell him no ; he
raise up his stick three times to lick me down. Isaid, “ You can’t lick me down, sir, the law
does not allow that, andI will go complain to magistrate if you strike me.” He answer, he
don’t care for magistrate, he will lick the five pounds out ofme that the magistrate will finehim. Then he order me to be lock up along with the rest.

While
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While they was putting me in, I said, “ It wasn’t a man made this world, and man can’t
command it: the one that make the world will come again to receive it, and that is Jesus
Christ!” Massa called to William Dalling, the constable, to bear witness what I was
saying; he said he heard it ; then they lock me up, and keep us there for 24 hours.
That same time massa sent for Mr. Rawlinson, he come Monday morning; four of us was

tried, but he let off one, and punish the other three. Massa tell the magistrate about the words
T use; him tell the very words ; magistrate ask me if I use them words?I tell him yes, but
I wasn’t mean any thing harm. Then him put constable on his oath, and he repeat the
words I said ; then Mr. Rawlinson told me I had no business to say so, and he sentence me
to get 20 lashes in the workhouse, and to dance the treadmill morning and evening, and
work in penal gang for seven days.
At same time him try Joseph Lawrence and his sister Amelia Lawrence. Massa said that,

on the Friday morning, when he ordered Joseph Lawrence to go away from the gang, he
disobeyed his order, and stopped at the gate. Mr. Rawlinson sentence him to get 20
lashes, and seven days in the workhouse, treadmill and penal gang, same as me, and he
broke him from being constable, though he only swear him in for constable the Wednesday
before.
When Amelia Lawrence was tried, massa said that every time he go to the field, he always

find she at the first row, and he want to know what let she always take the first row; being
her brother was the driver, she seem as if she want to take the lead. Amelia said massa
ought to glad to see apprentice working at the first row, and doing good work. This was all
the word that massa have to say against Amelia Lawrence, and Mr. Rawlinson sentence her
to seven days in the workhouse, penal gang and treadmill.
Amelia have four pickaninnies, two free and two apprentice, she left them with her family to

take care of while she in the workhouse. Them put us all three together into dungeon
after the court done, and send for police to carry we to workhouse. We kept in dungeon
till next morning. Them don’t give we a morsel to eat, and not a so so drop of water; but
one of our friends, unknowing to massa, puta little victuals through a small hole.

In the morning, three police take us out, and carry us down to the workhouse; them
handcuff me and Joseph Lawrence together, and when we get there them take the handcuff
off, and tie we up one after the other, and give we 20 lashes apiece ; both of we very much
cut up with the flogging. When the penal gang come back in the evening, them put us
all on treadmill ; after my back cut up that fashion, all over blood, it hurt nie dreadful to
dance the mill.

The workhouse was quite full this time; they hardly have enough collar and chain to put
on all the people, they obliged to take off the collar and chain from some of the life people,*
to put on the apprentice; and at night there wasn’t enough shackle to fasten all the peopie,
and hardly room enough for us all to lie down. There was a great many woman in the
workhouse, and several have sucking child; and there was one woman quite big with child,
and them make her dance the mill too morning and evening; she not able to dance good,
and them flog her; she complain about her stomach hurt her, and I see her several time go
and beg the overseer not to work her on the mill, but him say, not him send her there, and
he must do his duty.

All the woman that not able to dance was flog most dreadful, in particular all the woman
from Hiattsfield. There was 21 woman from Hiattsfield, and one man; several of them
have young children; I think they was in for 14 days. I found them in whenI go there,
and they was let out on Saturday night; I was present when they let out, and I hear the list
call, and counted the people, and it was 21 woman from Hiattsfield.
When I go to the workhouse on the Tuesday, there was only three ofthese woman able

to work in the field, all the rest was in the hospital, from being cut up with the mill and the
flogging ; them all look quite shocking when them let out, some hardly able to walk to go
home ; the most lively among them was all mashed up with the mill; all the skin bruised off
her shin; she had a young child too; she tell me that she was put in workhouse three
weeks before, and now them send her back again. . .

There was more than a hundred people in the workhouse this time; I reckon the life
people and all; there was about 17 or 18 of them, and when penal gang turn out, them send
10 or 12 of the life people along with apprentice, and all have to work together. The life
people better treated more than apprentice; them get better feeding, them have quartof flour
every second day instead of corn, and always get shad or salt fish every day; they don’t put
life people on treadmill, and I never see them put a lick upon one of the life people.
Almost every apprentice that sent to workhouse by magistrate have to dance treadmill,

except the sick in the hospital. It was miserable to see when the mill going, the people
bawling and crying most dreadful—so they can’t dance, so the driver keep on flogging;
them holla out, “ Massa, me no able! my ’tomach, oh! me da dead, oh !”—-but no use, the
driver never stop—the bawling make it rather worse, them make the mill go faster—the
more you holla the more the mill go, and the driver keep on flogging away at all them not
able to keep up; them flog the people as if them was flogging cow. .
One day one of the woman from Hiattsfield fainted on the mill; theybeen flogging at

her, and the mill bruise all her shins; when she faint she drop off the mill, and look as if
she dead; all her fellow apprentice set up crying, and ask if she going to dead left them ;
she not able to speak ; two men carry her out into theyard, and layher out upon the ground,
and throw water upon her to bring her to; but for a long time them think she dead already;
she didn’t come to till next morning. , .
There was one old woman, name Sally, from Mr. Cohen’s, at Coolshade, was in| work-

house when I go there, and she stop in there long time; she was in shocking can ey
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they had been putting her on the mill, and she don’t able to dance at all, and them been
flog her most terrible, but still she not able to dance, and at last themobliged to leave off
putting her on the mill; but them keep on make her go out to work in penal gang, and
chain her to one of the strong woman. She was badly treated more than any body I ever
see in the workhouse; every day them flog her, she hardly able to stand. Two of the
drivers, James Thomas and Robert Lyne, make constant practice to flog this old woman,
and Mr. Drake sometimes beat her himself with supple jack. ;
One day we was working at Banks’s negro-houses, cutting penguin to plant at Springfield

—oldSally was chained to a young girl name Mary Murray; it was heavy rain time;driver
was pushing the people on to runfast-—was flogging them on ; the young er was trying to
get on, and was hauling and dragging the chain that was on him and Sally neck, as Sally
don’t able to keep up; at last the old woman fall down, right in a place where a stream of
water was running through the negro-house street, and she don’t able to get up again; then
the driver stand over her with the cat, and flog her, but she not able to get up with the chain
on, so he take off the chain, and make the young girl tie it round her body, and go along
with the rest; then he stand over the old woman, and flog her with the cat till he make her
get up, and keep on flogging at her till she get to the cook’s fireside ; the old creature stand
there trembling, all wet up—for two or three hours she not able to move away, she look
quite stupid ; all the other people in the workhouse quite pity this poor old woman, it would
make any body heart grieve to see her. The under-driver tell the head-driver one day, that
if him keep on beat her so, some of these days she will dead under it, and then he will get
into trouble; every day I was in the workhouse, except to Sunday, I see them beat this old
woman, andIleft her still in.

All the drivers and the boatswains in the yard is people that sentence to the workhouse
for life, two of them was very bad; them don’t care how much them punish the apprentice.
Themwoman that have young sucking child have to tie them on their back, and go to

the field chain two together; when it rain ever so hard they have to keep on work with the
children tied on their backs, but when the weather dry, them put down the child at the fire-
side; when Mr. Drake there, he don’t allow them to suckle the child at all, if it cry ever so
much ; him say the children free, and the law don’t allow no time to take care of them; it
is only the good-will of the driver that ever let woman suckle the children.
The drivers constant try to get after the young women that put into the workhouse,—even

them that married, no matter. Before day in the morning, when the driver open the door
to take the people out of the shackles, he call for any one he want to come to his room,
and many of them worthless ones do it; Amelia Lawrence complain to her brother and me,
that never one morning pass without the driver after her—she don’t know what to do, she
quite hurt and dishearted about it—but she did not give way; I heard him myself one
morning calling her to come.
One day Mr. Hilton, who is clerk in the court-house,* come to the workhouse soon in the

morning, while the treadmill was going. I been on already, but another spell was on, and
Mr. Hilton take off one of the weights from the pole, and make the mill go faster; after him
gone, some of the people tell me that in the afternoon he often come half drunk, while the
mill is going, then him take off the weight, and take off the man from the pole, and let.the
mill go flying round. When the pole let loose so, no person can step the mill—them all
throw off, and hang by them two wrist; then him take the cat in his own hand,and flog all
the people with all his strength.
Them say that sometimes he drive out with his wife, and come round by the workhouse,

and if the mill going, he will leave his wife in the gig, and go in to punish the people, and
all the call his wife can call to him to leave off, no use.
On the Wednesday next week, they let us out,—we been sent for seven days, but they

don’t reckon the Sunday for one day; we reach home Thursday—I was quite weak with the
flogging and the tread-mill, and the hard work in the penal gang; had a terrible pain in my
stomach—hardly able to walk up hill; all the people that been flogged always complain of
pain in the stomach.
The day after I come out of the workhouse, massa order me to go get bread-nut food for the

horses. I said I was not able to climb tree; I was sick, and my shoulders was quite sore,
and I could hardly use it, and I tell massa that this make six time that they flog me. He
answer, he will make it ten times too, and if I sick, I must die. Every day he keep on order
me to go for the bread-nut, but I was not able, and massa threaten me sorely—him tell me,
that if I don’t make an end of hin, he will make an end of me.
On the Thursday next week, he told me he would take me to magistrate next day, and he

swear very vengeance against me. I get frightened, and on Friday morning I go away to
complain to the Governor. When I get to Byndloss late at night, the overseer, Mr. Allen,
meet me, and take me up, and put me in confinement till next morning; then he put me in
charge of two constables, who carry me to police station, and the captain, Mr. Mackaw, put
handcuffs on me, and sent me to the special magistrate at Linstead, and he put me in the
workhouse till massa should send for me; them chain me to another man, and make me
work with the penal gang.
On Thursday, William Dalling, the constable, came for me, and them deliver me up to

him, We set out, and walk most of the night; get to Walton school, and slept there; in
the morning we start again, and reach home about twelve o’clock at night. On Saturday
morning, William Dalling take me down to massa, and he send me on to Brown’s
Town; when the magistrate come he shook his head at me, and said, “Are you here again?”
Then they hold court. Massa said he ordered me to cut bread-nut, and I would not do it;
me disobeyed his order, and on the Friday went away, and he did not see me again till this

morning.
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morning. I told magistrate that Idid not cut bread-nut, because I was quite sick with my
stomach, and massa threaten my life so hard that make me go away to complain to the
Governor. Then the magistrate called the serjeant of police, and tell him, lay hold of
that fellow, and give him five-and-twentygood lashes; and after the flogging I must be
sent to workhouse again for seven days, and after I come out of the workhouse I might go
to the Governor or whoever 1 like, to complain. I told him the old flogging is not well
yet, but he would not listen to me; they take me into the market-place, and tie me up toa
tree, and give me the 25 lashes; all the people surprise to see them flogging me again,
when the old one not well. The flogging was very severe. After it was done, i lay down
before the door of the court-house; rain came on, and the police came and told me to go
inside. I went in to where the court was sitting, and I said to Mr. Rawlinson, “ You don’t
do justice betwixt I and master. He tell me, that constable swear that I run away without
acause. I ask the constable, and he declare he never say any further than he took me
out of Rodney Hall workhouse.” Then Mr. Rawlinson say, “I have been before him eight
or nine times already ;” I say, “If I have been 20 times before you, you ought to do jus-
tice ’twixt I and massa.” He said, he do justice. I told him, “ You don’t do justice.” Then
he said, “If you say another word, I will put you out in the rain ;” then he made police take
and handcuff me, to carry to workhouse. While I was standing outside the door, I hear
massa say to Mr. Rawlinson, he had better let me stop in the workhouse for 14 days;
magistrate answer, “That will make it till after new-year’s day ;” and then he said, “ Yes.”
The policeman carry me to St. Ann’s Bay, but mght catch me in the pass, and police

take me into Cardiff Hall, and we sleep there that night; next morning, Sunday, he take
me on to workhouse, and I had to dance treadmill and work penal gang, like before.
The workhouse was nearly full, like the last time, but most of them was different people;

some that I left in, I find still there; there was plenty of woman there, but only one have
young child, that was Elizabeth Mason, from Mount Campbell; she was in for seven days
to dance the treadmill ; she not able to dance good; after she been on little time, she miss
step and drop, and hang by her two wrists; then the boatswain flog her with the cat, as
hard as he could put it; then she try to fetch up and catch the step, but fall again, and
them keep on flog; and when they tire of flogging, then they let her alone, and let the
mill go on mashing her legs; all the skin was bruise off her shins,-and her legs cut up
with the cat.
There was one young mulatto girl in for about 10 days; she was name Margaret, and

belong to Mr. Chrystie, the saddler, on the bay; she complain of her stomach, and not
able to dance the mill well; they flog her severe, and all her leg bruise with the mill; one
evening her master come to the workhouse when she was on the mill; he beg the boatswain
to let the mill go fast, and flog Margaret well, and make her feel it, so that she will keep
away from it after.
There was another woman, from Drax Hall, on the mill; she didn’t dance good, and they

flog her very much, and when she find the flogging come too hard, she call out, “ Massa,
me no one flesh, me two flesh ;” she was in family way; but the overseer said he didn’t
care, it wasn’t him give her belly, and after that they was harder upon her.
On Christmas-day them make me and five other men go cut grass for Mr. Drake’s

horses, and some of the woman go clean his yard and carry water. .
As magistrate been sentence me only for seven day, I ask the overseer on the Sunday if

my time no up? He look at the book, and say it was put down for 14 day, so them keep
me in till Tuesday night after new-year’s day, that make two weeks and a half, for they
don’t count the Sunday. .
There was one girl, named Mary Murray, in the workhouse same time as me, from

Seville; she tell me not the magistrate write the paper for she to come to the workhouse;
the busha write it, and show it to magistrate, and him say it was all right; she tell we all,
that what make them send her to workhouse was, that busha say the gang didn’t turn out
soon in the moming; and when the magistrate, Major Light, come, he send for the gang
from the field, but them all frighten and run and hide; only she, Mary Murray, didn’t
run, and them take she before the magistrate, and send her straight off to the work-
house. All the people that speak to me complain very bad about Major Light; them say
him always drunk; I see him drunk myself many times, going about the properties ; some-
times I see his servant obliged to hold him in the chaise, he was so drunk; him name
is quite common for drunkard through the parish; them tell me, that where him sleep him
put the room in such condition that they were obliged to clean it all out next morning.
When he go upon the estate hecallto the overseer, “Have you got any thing for me

to do—any person to flog?” And if they tell him yes, then him’stop; andif they give him
rum to drink, he will do whatever thing them want him. .

_ One day, when I was working in penal gang, I saw six or seven of the Windsor appren-
tices was going to the workhouse to be flogged ; it was Major Light send them. —
Another day I meet Major Light and the New Ground book-keeper coming down to

the bay, and six men, handcuffed and tied with rope, was following after, with two con-
stable in charge of them; they was carried down to workhouse and flogged, and then
sent back. Every body say them never see crueller man than Major Light, him in a man-
7s, begging the overseer to let him punish the people. Mr. Sowley was a king to Major
ight.
The treadmill at St. Ann’s Bay mash the people up quite dreadful; I see two woman

at Kna dale, one named Nancy, married to Jarvis Webb; the other named Bessy,married
to Philip Osborne ; them been sent to dance treadmill, and when them come back all their

legs bruise up, and make bad sore. I see them with bandage round their legs,andobliged
°154.
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to walk with stick; but the overseer and master no care for the work, or the time them
lose, if them can only get the people well punish. Massa tell me to my face that he could
do without me very well, if he could get me in the workhouse for six months.
One day Miss Senior say to me and some other apprentices, that Mr. Clarke, the busha

at Knapdale, tell her that him send two woman to the treadmill, and them come back go
well hackled, that them not able to do nothing for three or four months, and she don’t
know what the devil in we, that we not well mashed up when we come back from the
treadmill.
Mary Ann Beil, a mulatto girl, one of Miss Senior’s house servants, was quité large in the

family way; Mr. Rawlinson sent her to dance the treadmill, and when she come back she
quite sick, and them strap her hand so tight upon the mill that she partly lost the use of her
right hand ever since; she can’t hold nothing eavy in that hand.
One day when I was at home in the pastures, close the public road, I see policeman

carrying down an old man and a woman handcuffed together; the man was very old, he
look more than 60 years old ; he was all trembling, and hardly able towalk. I beg the police
to stop, and Jet me give them some orange; he do so, and the woman tell me that them
sending her to the workhouse about her not delivering her free child to the overseer to let it
work, Ihear that many people begin to talk that the free child no have no right to stop on
the property, and they will turn themoffif the mothers don’t consent to let them work ; this
woman come from Orange Valley; but I don’t knowany thing more about her story.
The old man tell me that Mr. Rawlinson send him down to gaol, but him don’t say what

for; but about two months after, I see him coming back from St. Ann’s Bay. ‘Tt was
between Penshurst and Hinton Hill; him hardly able to crawl, his legs and back hackle most
dreadful, and all his shirt and trowsers soak up with blood ; I look at his right shoulder, and
it was all in one sore, ina manner rotten up, with the flogging; I don’t think him could live
to reach home; he tell me he was two weeks coming from St. Ann’s Bay (16 miles), obliged
to beg victuals and shelter any place he come to. It was Mr. Rawlinson send him to gaol,
and after he been there foralittle time, them take him out and carry him before Mr. Sowley,
and him put the old man in the workhouse.
Some of them magistrate don’t care what them do to apprentice, as long as them canget

good eating and drinking with the massa and busha, and sometimes them set the massa in to
do worse than them want. All the apprentice say that Major Light make it constant rule to
do so, and myself see Mr. Rawlinson do so one time; it was the very moming them flog me
with the lancewood switches; after the court over, Mr. Rawlinson order his mule ready to go
away, and him and massa and Miss Senior was standing at the door; misses was wanting
something, and she call Nanny Dalling, when Nanny come, her face “ tie up” (7. e. looked sour
or displeased); I believe she been have some dispute with her fellow servant outside; Mr.
Rawlinson say she look sulky and insolent, and ‘him lay hold of her with him own hand, and
haul her along to the dungeon, and push her in and lock the door; he left her child, a sucking
baby, outside.

I was standing by the gate, and see it all, and when Mr. Rawlinson mount his mule to go
to Hinton Hill, I hear him say to massa, “ You must try to get up some good charge against
that woman, and let me send her to the workhouse for about a fortnight ;” but massa answer
that she have young child. The magistrate answer, ““That’s no consequence;” but massa didn’t
like to send her there. Mr. Rawlinson call again at Penshurst same day, as he coming back
from Hinton Hill, and he make them bring Nanny Dalling out of the dungeon, and then he
sentence her to be locked up in the dungeon for fourteen nights ; and them did lock her up
every night, along with her young pickniny.
AsI tell about other things, I want to tell about one time I do something bad; it was

when massa get up a barrel of pork last year, in April; John Lawrence tell me he know
where the pork was put, and he would help them with a part of it; two or three nights after
they open the barrel, John Lawrence get a long stick, and tie a fork at the end of it, and
then he go to the store window and stick the fork into the pork barrel, and get a piece
of the meat and draw it to the window; but it couldn’t come through the bars, so he come to
the kitchen whereI was sleeping, and he call me to come and help him; I go with him, and
I hold the piece of pork while him cut it in two, and take and boil one-half and give me
come, andI eat it.

Misses and massa found out that the pork gone, and make noise about it, and accuse all
the house servant about it; I can’t bear to hear them accuse for wrongful, and I know who
did it, so I tell William Dalling, the constable, that I know all about the pork. Then him
tell massa, and they call me up, andI tell the truth, that John Lawrence tief the pork, and I
help him to cut it, and I eat some of it; them carry we before magistrate about it, andI tell
Mr. Rawlinson the same thing, and John Lawrence confess it, and magistrate sentence John
Lawrence and me to pay 10s. a piece to massa for the pork: I borrow the money from my
father and another man, and pay it to misses. This one bad action I do, them don’t punis
me for it.

It was the Tuesday evening after new-year’s day that they let me out of the workhouse,
and I reach home next day. Miss Senior say them been looking out for me since last week,
as I only sentence for seven days, and she think say, that I run away and go back to Rodney
Hallagain. She make pretence she don’t know that magistrate alter it to fourteen days,
and massa pretend the same, for him send William Dalling, the constable, to the magistrate,
the week before, to say I don’t come home yet, and him suppose me run away; but massa
know very well thatI was in the workhouse all the time.

Mr. Rawlinson self pretend him don’t know I was in the workhouse so long, him say so to
make William Dalling fool, because him was present when Mr. Rawlinson try me, and hear

im
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him sentence me to no more than seven days in the workhouse. Them don’t know that I
hear them make the bargain to keep me in.all Christmas week. .
Next time Mr. Rawlinson come to Penshurst, massa try to get me punish again. Him

say me didn’t come home same day them let me out of the workhouse; he would have it me
no come home till Thursday, but it was Wednesday, andI offer to call constable to prove it,
and, at last, magistrate put an ending to it, and told massa he must accuse me wrongfully.

‘This was the last time they carry me before Mr. Rawlinson, and that was last January.
One Saturday afternoon, about the end of February, Philip Osborn, of Knapdale, came to

me, and say that James Finlayson want to see me at Brown’s Town that night. James
Finlayson was my fellow-apprentice before time, but been buy himself free, and he was a
leader in the church. He send tell me that two gentlemen was there that want to ask how
apprentice treated, and him know me been treated very badly, so him send for me.
At night I go to the chapel, and see Mr. Sturge and Mr. Harvey, andItell them all

about my bad living; Mr. Sturge tell me, me mustn’t discourage, that it only to last 17
months; I tell him, I don’t know if I can live to see the 17 months out; I was quite
maugre and hungry that time, quite different to what I stand now, I hardly able to get any-
thing to eat then, my ground all gone to pieces, the time them put in workhouse, and if
my father and other people no been give me something, I would have starve. Mr. Sturge
ive me a shilling, and then I go back home.
On Monday night, Finlayson send for me again, I go Tuesday night, and he send me to

Mr. Clarke, the minister. Him ask me if me would like to be free, I tell him, yes; and him
ask me if I would pay him back when me free? I said, yes, I would do all in my power,
and try my best endeavour to work hard and pay him back. Then Mr. Clarke tell me I
must go tu magistrate, to give warning to have me valued; I was quite happy and joyful
when I hear this; and on Saturday I go to Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town, and ask him
to value me, but him say massa entitle to 14 days’ warning; he give me paper to serve
massa about it, and said he would very glad if I could buy myself, as he have more
trouble with me and massa than any body else. I give the paper to misses, as massa was
in Spanish Town, and second Saturday after, I go to Brown’s Town, to be valued; but
when I get there, Mr. Rawlinson tell me, as massa don’t come, he couldn’t value me, and all
Ican say no use, he keep on refuse to value me; then I go to Mr. Clarke, the minister,
and he come to the court-house, and speak to Mr. Rawlinson, and at last he agree to go
on with the valuation.
Him and Mr. Abraham Isaacs and Mr. Fairweather value me; Mr. Joseph Isaacs that

keep a store at Brown’s Town give evidence. He say he want a boy like me to mind his
horse, and follow him to town, and when me free, he would be willing to give me two dol-
lars a week, and feeding and clothes besides; so them fix the price upon me for -eight
doubloons, ten dollars and a half, and two bitts.*

After it done, Mr. Clarke take me to his house, and give me the money, and I carry it
straight to Mr. Rawlinson, and then he give me my free paper, and when I come out of
the court-house, I call out, quite loud, “ Bless God Almighty—thank the Lord, I get out
of devil’s hands.” Mr. Clarke, the busha at Knapdale, was present: he look quite black
at me, but him don’t speak.
Then 1 go straight to Mr. Joseph Isaac’s store, and I tell him, I going to come to him

Monday, as he say him would give me two dollars a week, and feeding and clothes; he
tell me he get a boy already, but he don’t get any; he only take swear he wouldgive
that, to make them put high value upon me.
Then Mr. Clarke, the minister, told me, it was Mr. Sturge that pay the money for me,

and I must go to him at Spanish Town, as he want to carry me to England.
I feel so happy, I don’t know what to do with myself hardly; I bless the Lord ; and

I bless Mr. Sturge for him goodness. If he no been take me away, I couldn’t have live
ong,
On TuesdayI start off, and get to Spanish-Town next day; after that we go to Kingston;

and two weeks after, Mr. Sturge take me with him on board the ship, and we go to New
York, and then sail to Liverpool, and so here I am in England.
 

The tale of Williams is the tale of near eight hundred thousands of our fellow-subjects,
many of them professors of the Christian faith, and heirs of eternal life. He speaksbut
the language of his class, and details atrocities which would be multiplied a thousand-fold,
if his brethren were in like circumstances with himself. British Christians !—for to you we
make the appeal—it is with your connivance, and wi.i henceforth be with your sanction,
that these outrages are perpetrated. Shall they be continued, or shall they cease for ever?
We wait in confidence, but with thrilling interest, for your reply. By your love of freedom,
by your sympathy with suffering and d ing humanity, by your fidelity to God, by your
earnest longing for the salvation of men, y all, ina word, which can move to the discharge
of duty or to the mitigation of suffering, we beseech you to be faithful to your high vocation.The friends of the negro race are about to muster on their behalf. Let them be borne onward

in
 

* That is, 461. 48. 7d. Jamaica currency, for one year and five months’ service!
;He ordinary wages of a good house domestic in Jamaica is a dollar and a half per week, out of

which the servant is allowed half a dollar for his own support. A valuation according to this standard,
together with the usual deduction of one-third for contingencies, would have brought the tiue valueof James Williams's services to about the sun of 154. for the unexpired term of the apprenticeship,
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in their righteous course by your hearty co-operation and fervent prayers. Theblessing
of them who are ready to perish will then come upon you, and your name shall be hadin
everlasting remembrance.

Let it not be forgotten, that the people of England have paid twenty millions for the
abolition ofslavery, and that a large amount is still being annually drawn from the public
revenue, for the support of more than 100 stipendiary magistrates !

Yet, notwithstanding this costly, this monstrous sacrifice of British treasure, the object
for which that sacrifice was made has never been attained—slavery has not been abolished
it exists with unmitigated rigour, in its most ferocious, revolting and loathsomeaspect.

Cruelties unheard of, unthought of in the worst days of slavery, are now being “heaped
like burning coals” on the heads of the long-suffering and patiently-enduring sons and
daughters of Africa.
And will the people of England look tamely on, and accede to this as the fruition of their

benevolent desires? Will they calmly brook the glaring insult offered, the treacherous fraud
practised, by the open and flagitious violation of a solemn compact? And will the people
of England permit the deeply injured, the helpless, the unoffending negro still to remain
the victim of such accumulated misery and brutal outrage?
No! It must not be; the voice of justice, humanity and religion sternly demands that

effectual steps be taken to secure full and immediate retribution; we ask not thedisgorge-
ment of the misapplied twenty millions, but we demand the fulfilment of the bond 3 the
ransom has been paid, but the captive is still retained in his galling fetters !

There is but one remedy ; half measures are worse than useless; it requires buta single,
brief, simultaneous and energetic movement, and the struggle is over. Let our Anti-Slave
Societies be immediately re-organized ; let the country be aroused; let the people, with onevoice, instruct their representatives peremptorily to demand the instant, the unconditional
and the everlasting annihilation of the accursed system.
20 June 1837.

 

John Daughtrey, Esq., Special Justice, and George Gordon, Esq., GeneralMagistrate,

 

No. 1.
Mr. SEnror attended the court at the request of the commissioners, and produced books

containing his own record of the complaints brought before the special magistrates, with the
adjudications and sentences.

Referring to the first page of the narrative, Mr. Senior stated that, since August 1834, he
had discontinued giving herrings to the apprentices, from their bad conduct ; the same with
regard to the usual Christmas allowances.

His late apprentice, James Williams, is now about nineteen and a half years old; he was
never flogged, but may have been occasionally switched during slavery. Mr. Senior admitted
that James Williams had been flogged six times between the Ist of August 1834 and the
date of his release from apprenticeship, by order of the special magistrate, and three times
committed to the house of correction.

Mr. Senior denies the truth of every part of the paragraph immediately preceding that
marked No, 1. in the copy of the printed narrative, transmitted with the other documents
from the Queen’s House, and returned with this report; but admits the punishments described
to have been inflicted by order of Dr. Thompson, in paragraph No. 1; he denies, however,
that his apprentices were complained of without just cause. Dr. Thompson, as therein
stated, partook of the hospitalities of Penshurst on the occasion.

No. 2.
Mr. Senior also denies having accused James Williams of having a stone in his hand for

knocking down Mr. Senior or his sister. James Williams did on that day pretend to be
mending a wall round the house, although not ordered to do so; he was occasionally
employed in work of that kind; and was at that time about the age of 16. The constable
of the property commenced inflicting the punishment ordered on the occasion, but the
magistrate not being satisfied with his manner of discharging his duty, desired the police
to finish the flogging. Mr. Senior denies having said that the constable was not flogging
hard enough ; ‘and is certain that the back of James Williams was not cut at all. -
Mr. Senior states that there was a sufficient fence round the corn-piece, but that the corn

was notwithstanding all destroyed, through the neglect of Henry James, who wasalways com-
laining of being sickly; it was in consequenceof his sickly state that he was put to watch.
he flogging which he received was trifling, and he was attended in the hospital by Dr.

Tucker. Mr. Senior believes Henry James to have been an African, and about 48 years of
age at the time of his death; he is well aware of the sudden death of Henry James in
Brown’s Town, but has no knowledge of the place where he fell being covered with blood.
Mr. Senior never received any notice from Captain Andrew Dillon to attend at Brown’s
Town, in consequence of Henry James’s complaint to him as a magistrate.

No. 8.
Mr. Senior admits that James Williams and Adam Brown were brought before Captain

AndrewDillon, charged with repeated acts of insolence and disobedience of orders; one ofthe charges might have been for not turning out the sheep untilalatehour. Captain Ane
on
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Dillon sentenced them to be confined in the dungeon of Knapdale for ten days and nights,
during which time Mr. Senior asserts they were furnished daily with sufficient provisions
for their support, which were generallycarried by the father of Adam Brown. Mr, Senior
is confident that, on the return of James Williams and Adam Brown to Penshurst,
that he never made any such remark as “that they had not been punished half enough ;”
but that he simply desired them to go to their work as usual.

No. 4.

Mr. Senior recollects Mr. Rawlinson’s coming to Penshurst, and is aware that the
people were sent for to ascertain whether they had any complaints to make. This mode of
roceeding is always usual where a new magistrate comes to the district. James Williams

and Adam Brown, apparently under some apprehension, went to Captain Andrew Dillon next
morning, who sent them back under the protection of the police, with a letter, stating that
they could not be punished twice for the same offence. They were carried by Mr, Rawlinson’s
orders to Brown’s Town, on the same day, where they were tried before him, and sentenced
to receive 20 lashes, which were inflicted on the spot by the police, and which were very
severe. Mr. Senior was not aware of their fainting or lying on the ground for some time.
They returned from Brown’s Town that afternoon with the constables, and refused to turn
out the horses; slept in the kitchen that night, and on the following day they were admitted
in the hospital, the door of which was not locked, except at night. No food was given to
them, but their friends had access to them during the day. On the morning of the next
day they were ordered to turn out, and return to their duty, which order, after much hesi-
tation, they obeyed, and went to their work as usual. Their backs were dressed on that
day (Friday) by the hothouse woman. Mr. Senior did not examine the backs of James
Wiliams and Adam Brown on the Saturday, nor take any report of the hothouse woman
of the state they were in, but it was his, Mr. Senior’s, opinion, that the men were fully
capable of resuming their duty. Referring to this book, Mr. Senior stated, that the above
punishment was inflicted on the 5th March 1835, and this statement was confirmed on
perusal of Special Justice Rawlinson’s official return of that date.

No. 5.

Mr. Senior states that he again complained, on the 4th of April, to Mr. Rawlinson, at
Penshurst, against James Williams, who had been insolent to his mistress. Miss Senior, my
sister, told me that she was glad I had returned, as the people in the yard were taking the
canes which had been cut for the hogs, and that she saw James Williams eating some. On
James Williams being asked by me what right he had to the canes, he said, “It was a lie,
and he wished that people would speak the truth.” Althoughrepeatedly told to be silent,
he would not cease his insolence. I deny having complained of James Williams so soon as
10 days after the 5th March, or that he received any further punishment before the 4th April.
I believe that Mr. Rawlinson might have slept at Penshurst the night previous to the punish-
ment, on the 4th April, being ordered. I am not aware that James Williams begged the
magistrate not to flog him, on the plea of his back being still unwell from the previous
flogging, and I feel persuaded that Mr. Rawlinson remained to witness the execution of the
sentence, as it was his custom to do so. James Williams resumed his work as usual after
receiving the punishment.

No. 6.

Mr. Senior affirms that James Williams was allowed to take one day in each week, up to
the period of his being sentenced by the magistrate to forfeit time, and that he was only
required to watch at night alternately with Adam Brown, sleeping in the kitchen; that
Sundays were not allowed him, except occasionally, and that he, Mr, Senior, was in the
habit of giving him food from his table, till he forfeited the kindness by his bad behaviour.

No. 9.
Mr. Senior said, “ On the 11th of July I ordered James Williams to appear before

Mr. Rawlinson on the next morning; instead of doing so, he absented himself, and was not
seen again until the 5th of September, when he was sent home from Brown’s Town by
Mr. Rawlinson. I have no recollection of his being confined in the dungeon for 10 days
before trial. The sentence on this occasion was, nine days’ confinement im the house
of correction, to be worked in the penal gang, and placed on the treadmill twice every day,
and on his return to be confined during shell-blow, till the magistrate’s next visit to the
property, and to forfeit 50 days: he came home on the 25th September.”

No. 15.

Mr. Senior states that James Williams was in the hospital, and remained there 12 days,
from the 13th to 25th October, receiving the attention of Dr, Tucker.

No. 16.
Mr. Senior states that James Williams paid, from the 27th September 1835 to the

20th November 1836, 30 of the forfeited days, by working the half of every Wednesday, the
remaining part of the day being at his own disposal. Mr. Senior adds, that instead of work-
ing the whole half Wednesday, he (James Williams) was always released from duty at nine
o'clock, and, though a non-predial, was frequently called upon to perform no otherwortor
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duty until the next morning. Mr. Senior admits that James Williams subsequently made
up the whole of the 50 days.

No. 17.

Mr. Senior admits the allegations of this number, with the exception of having told the
people that they must work until one o’clock; all that he said was, that they should work
the four and a half hours, taking their breakfast as usual. Mr. Senior, however, denies
having himself put the people into the dungeon, but states that he merely gave orders to the
constables to do so: the people put into the dungeon were Joseph Lawrence, Thomas
Brown, William Mills and Benjamin Higgins.

No. 18.

Mr. Senior states, that Miss Senior observed to James Williams that he had no business
here, and it would be better for him to go and eut his breakfast. Mr. Senior adds, that he
might have threatened to strike James Williams, but that he did not do so, and denies
having spoken disrespectfully of the magistrate. Having ordered James Williams to be
locked up with the rest, while the constable wasputting him in, he said, “ God never made
man to rule the world, and man should not rule it.” Mr. Senior is not certain whether the
people were kept in the full 24 hours.

Nos. 20, 21 and 22.
Mr. Senior said, “I sent to Mr. Rawlinson directly after confining them, and he came

on the Monday and tried Joseph Lawrence, .James Williams and Amelia Lawrence. Mr.
Rawlinson sentenced the two former to work in the penal gang for seven days, and to be

placed on the treadmill twice every day. I have no recollection of their being ordered to
flogged, nor have I any memorandum of that part of the sentence. Amelia Lawrence

was sentenced to seven days in the house of correction.”

No. 23.

Mr. Senior is not certain as to the number of Amelia Lawrence’s children. The three
people, after being sentenced, were put into the cell until the next morning, when the police
came to take them to the house of correction, Mr. Senior is not sure that they were sup-
plied with food from the house, but states that their friends were not prevented from carrying
any to them.

No. 36.

Mr. Senior said, “ All three of them came home on the Ist December; James Williams
complained of being unwell; he asked for and received a dose of salts on the next day, and
took day on Saturday, the 3d December.”

No. 37.

Mr. Senior states, that James Williams, after he returned from the workhouse, refused to
bring bread-nuts, alleging that his stomach pained him so much that he could not climb
the trees; Mr, Senior denies having made use of the threatening language attributed to him
in this paragraph.

No. 38.
On the 8th December, it being James Williams’s turn to sleep in the kitchen, Mr. Senior

states that he inquired for him before he went to bed, and was told that he had fed the
horses and gone away. Mr. Senior believes that he might have expressed his intention of
taking him to the magistrate, but not within the hearing of James Williams himself.

No. 39.

Mr. Senior said, “I received information from the supervisor of St. Thomas in the Vale
workhouse, that James Williams was in custody there. I sent constable William Dalling
to bring him home, and caused him to be carried to Brown’s Town the next morning for
the purpose of being brought up before the special magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson, who sen-
tenced him to receive a catting, to be worked on the treadmill, and to remain in the house of
correction 14 days; I then observed to Mr. Rawlinson, ‘ That will make it till after new-
year’s day.’”

No. 48.

Mr. Senior said, “ I know that Mary Ann Bell was sentenced on the 26th August b
Mr. Rawlinson to the house of correction for eight days, and to be worked on the treadmill.
On her return, she complained of having received an injury in the right arm; I have no
reason to think that the injury was at all serious ; she was pregnant at the time, and gave
birth to a child, I believe, in the January following; but I solemnly declare that I was not
aware of her condition at the time of her sentence.” °

No. 51,

- Mr. Senior states, that Nancy Dalling was very insolent to Miss Senior, in the presence
of Mr. Rawlinson; and upon that gentleman’s going to speak to her, she treated him with
contempt, by turning her back upon him; upon which he called for a constable, and, as no
one of them was at hand, he thrust her himself into the dungeon. On my informing him
that she had a young child, he ordered it to be put in with her. N

QO. 62.
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No. 52.

Instead of the conversation as related in the paragraph, No. 52, Mr. Senior says, that
Mr. Rawlinson observed he would call back on his return from Hilton Hill, and, if Miss
Senior would then prefer a complaint against Nancy Dalling, he would send her to the
house of correction; but Miss Senior said, she would rather have her placed in solitary
confinement on the property. Nancy Dalling was then takenout of the cell, and sentenced
by Mr. Rawlinson to be locked up for 14 nights. She had her infant with her in the cell,
from which she was released at the expiration of two or three nights, in consequence of

ying begged very hard.
having 0°88 y No. 53.

Mr. Senior admits that this paragraph is substantially correct as to the quantity of pork
stolen, and as to the admission by James Williams of the fact, that he absconded om the
occasion, and was apprehended by the constable five miles from home. Mr. Senior further
states, that this is not the only instance of many of his dishonesty, for on Ring into the
com-piece on the Ist March 1836, the watchman said, that it was James Williams who
had been stealing the corn, as some had been discovered in the coach-house, which he
claimed; the watchman in the garden also detected him stealing yams, and he was in the
habit of plundering the stores, and stealing provisions of all kinds,

Nos. 54 and 55.

Mr.-Senior says, that there was some misunderstanding as to the length of time for which
James Williams had been sentenced to the house of correction; and both Mr. Rawlinson
and himself were under the impression that the confinement would have expired in seven
days, but there can be no doubt that the sentence was for 14 days.

No. 56.

Mr. Senior denies ever having tried to get James Williams punished for not coming home
the proper day from the workhouse.

Mr. Senior states that the valuation of James Williams took place in his absence from
the court.

Referring to No. 53, above, Mr. Senior admits that he never preferred any charge,
either before a special magistrate or otherwise, against James Williams fordishonesty ;
that he considered his pilferings as petty thefts, and not worth bringing forward.
Mr. Senior states, that Henry James was flogged on the 19th December 1834, and died

on the 6th February 1835.

Jamaica ss.
Personally appeared before us, George Gordon, magistrate for the parish of St. James,

and John Daughtrey, special justice, commissioners for the investigation of certainalleged
abuses in the administration of the abolition law in the parish of St. Ann, Gilbert William
Senior, Esq., of Penshurst, in the said parish, and deposed as follows: That one day at
Penshurst, Nanny Dalling, an apprentice on that property, was very insolent to Miss Senior,
in the presence of Mr. Special Justice Rawlinson; that upon Mr. Rawlinson going to speak
to Nanny Dalling, she treated him with contempt, by turning her back upon him; on
which, Mr. Rawlinson called for a constable to place her in confinement, but nonebeing
at hand, Mr. Rawlinson laid hold of her, and thrust her into the dungeon himself; and
deponent further saith, that on his informing Mr. Rawlinson that Nann Dalling had
achild at the breast, he ordered the same to be put into the dungeon with the mother;
deponent also saith, that Mr. Rawlinson observed, before leaving Penshurst, that he would
call back on his return from Hilton Hill, and that if Miss Senior would then prefer a com-
plaint against Nanny Dalling, he would send her to the house of correction; but Miss Senior
replied, that she did not approve of that mode of punishment in the case in question, and
would prefer her being placed in solitary confinement on the property. Nanny Dalling
was therefore sent for from the cell, and sentenced by Mr. Rawlinson to be locked up for
14 nights; and_deponent further saith, that, after having been locked up two or three
nights, Nanny Dalling begged Miss Senior, and was then released. Nanny Dalling always
had her infant with her in the cell.

(signed) G. W. Senior.
Sworn before us, this 21st day of September 1837.

Geo. Gordon.
John Daughtrey.

 

Thursday, 21 September 1837.

Edward Lawrence, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.
I remember having been flogged at Penshurst, by order of Dr. Thompson; Jamesilliams and myself were flogged. At the same time Henry James and Thomas Brown were

flogged, and two boys, named Thomas Mills and William Graham, were switched. I do
not know how many lashes James Williams received, but he was one that was flogged by
the constable, Alexander Mills, and not by the police; his back was not much cut on that
day, and he put his shirt on after the flogging. The police flogged Adam Brown and
enry James; Thomas Brown was flogged by the constable, Alexander Mills. HenryJames’s flogging was very severe, his stomach was bruised by the cart-wheel to which he
154. was
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was tied to receive his punishment, and his back was more cut up than that of James
Williams; Henry James was old and weakly ; he had been a watchman, but was workin
in the field in the great gang at the time he received the flogging. Inever heard him
complain of his stomach before he got theflogging. Henry James went to the hospital
after he was flogged, and complained that he could not get any medicine; he then went to
Captain Andrew‘Dillon, at Brown’s Town; I saw him on his way, and he had with him
a small calabash, containing what he said he had brought off his stomach; I looked at it,
and saw it all bloody. I saw his dead body on the place where he fell; some blood wag
oozing from the mouth; the calabash was empty, and the contents appeared to be spilt out
on the ground where he dropped. I never knew that Henry James spit blood till after the
flogging; he told me that at every lash he received his stomach knocked against the nave
of the wheel to which he was tied, and he gut injured by it; he said that he felt injured
from that time, and he believed it was that which made him spit blood.

Note.—Edward Lawrence is apparently about 65 years of age; his punishment was
for insolence, on the complaint of Miss Senior. Upon_ recollection, Edward
Lawrence said, that Joseph C. Dorrell was also switched with the others.

Thomas Brown, alias Thomas Brown Lawrence, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

On the same day that Dr. Thompson came, I was flogged by Alexander Mills, and
ot 30 lashes; the flogging was not severe. Alexander Mills flogged James Williams;

his flogging was not severe. I heard master complain that the flogging by the constable
was too light, and upon that Dr. Thompson ordered the police to flog the rest, that is,
Henry James and Adam Brown. James Williams put on his shirt after he received his
flogging ; his back was much bruised, but no blood came from it. The flogging of Henry
James and Adam Brown by the police was very severe, their backs were cut up and bloody.
I saw James Williams after his return from Brown’s Town, where he was flogged a second
time; his back was very bloody and bad. I don’t know whether he went to the hothouse.
I knew Henry James to be weakly, and that he was working in the field before his trial.
After he received his flogging he came to the hothouse (this was about a week after), and
I was in the hothouse at the same time. 1 saw him vomit a great quantity of blood at
night, but I never knew him to spit blood before the flogging. Henry James himself told
me that he thought the spitting of blood was caused by the severe flogging which he
received.

Dr. Edward Tucher sworn.

I saw Henry James once in the hospital at Penshurst, when he complained to me of
cough and pain in the stomach; he showed me a small quantity of blood in a calabash,
which he said he had spit up during the night. I was present on the day that the special
magistrate, Dr. Thompson, visited, and during the punishment; I am not certain whether
I prescribed for Henry James previously or subsequently to the infliction of the punishment.
T remember the return of James Williams from the workhouse, and his being in thehospital ;
he was seriously ill, and I think it probable that his sickness may have arisen from his
confinement in the workhouse. I prescribed for Henry James, whose complaint 1 thought
was slight. From his appearance that dey, I thought him a weakly old man. I saw the
backs of all the people who were flogged, but I did not particularly examine them; none
came to me to complain of the severity of the flogging, but I recommended to Miss Senior
the usual application.

Mary Ann Bell, a mulatto non-predial apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse and treadmill by Mr. Rawlinson, when I was
uite heavy in the family way, nearly half of my time being gone. I was tried on the 26th

August, and I gave birth to my child in the third week of January. Two or three weeks
after I returned home,I felt pains in my wrists; the pains were on that part which had been
strapped to the treadmill; also felt pains in my knees. I do not feel the pains now at
all times; I only feel them now and then. Ihave the perfect use of both my arms and
hands, with exception of the little finger on the left hand, which I cannot straighten, owing
to the effects of a sore on it, which was caused by the hoe at the time that I was in the penal

ng, and digging cane-holes. The pains in my arms and knees left me soon after the
irth of my present child. I was able to keep the step on the treadmill, except once, when

I hung for a short time by the strap. Mr. Drake then stopped the mill, and took me down;
I never knocked my shins against the wheel so as to cause a sore. Mr. Drake knew me
at Penshurst, and I believe he was more kind to me on that account. I only saw one woman
(from Ballingloy) flogged whilst on the mill, because she could not keep the step; she was
whipped about the legs and shoulders, and wherever they could strike her. I was never
punished again after my return from the workhouse, but one day, when I was in the kitchen,
and unable to go to my usual duty from the pains already described, Mr. Rawlinson was
at the house, and the house peuple having been called up, I heard Miss Senior complain to
Mr. Rawlinson about my not doing any work; when he said that if she would bring a charge
against me, that he would send me back to the house of correction. This circumstance
I believe took place about a month after I returned from the workhouse. Mistress did not
wish me to be sent back there, or Mr. Rawlinson would have done it. Before Mr. Raw-
linson began to visit Penshurst, my mistress-gave the house people Friday and Saturday
every week, and Sunday the next; but Mr. Rawlinson told her that they were not entitled

to
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to half a day in each week, and advised her not to give them any more. My mistress
however has continued to give them more time than that, but not so much as they received
before. I know that Henry James sent to Miss Senior for medicine when he was sick in
the hothouse, and that she always gave it when he sent.

Mr. John Patterson, a carpenter residing at Ridge settlement, in the parish of
Saint Ann, sworn,

I knew Henry James, of Penshurst ; I am at present a master carpenter, and reside at the
Ridge settlement, and am employed by Mr. Utten Todd, the proprietor; I lived at Penshurst
up to November 1836, and had the management of Mr. Senior’s tradesmen. I knew Henry
James as a sawyer in 1820 or 1821, but of late he was a watchman; he was put to watch,
from inability to do other work; he used to complain of his stomach, and was a very old
man, about 60 years of age; whenIfirst knew him he wasa true African; I mean by that,
that he was a good negro, not like a creole ; he was always willing to do his work ; I was
not at Penshurst when Henry James was punished in 1834 ; I went to Penshurst in November
1835 and left in 1836. I knew James Williams; whenIfirst knew him in 1820 he was
then a little boy, and would often come and play with me, but when I returned to Penshurst
in 1835, he was a wicked, worthless boy, and was very impudent to his master and mistress ;
he was also a great thief, stealing every thing that he could lay his hands upon; indeed he
was so bad, that at last I would not have him near me; he would not mind his master’s cattle,
and Mr. Rawlinson used to talk to him by way of intimidating him. I am not aware that
he was flogged seven times; he did not work under my management, but I often saw him,
and considered him a very unfaithful servant; I never preferred any charge against him for
theft, although he used to rob iny cupboard ; he never stole any valuables from me, all that
he took was something to eat and drink; he was always coming about me, and whenever
I came in on horseback, he would run to hold my horse, and take my saddle, and do an
little thing for me; I only wonder he did not put me in the paper too; I believe that his
motive in serving me this way was to get something for himself in return for his services,
or to get opportunities to pilfer my cupboard. When James Williams was a child, he was
under my care, and used to call me father or daddy. Independent of the piece of pork which
he was charged with stealing from his master, he used to steal my yams and meat; I knew
that it was him, for he used to acknowledge it to me; I had some yams in a bag over a
beam in the house, he took out two or three of them, and when I taxed him, he said that he
had taken them; he always had plenty to eat, and did not steal from the want of food ; he
thought he could take the liberty with me as he used to call me daddy, and he therefore
imagined that he could daddy me out of any thing.

I cannot specify any other instances of his having stolen things from me.

William Dalling, a constable on Penshurst, sworn.

I remember Mr. Rawlinson’s coming to Penshurst and punishing the apprentices ; I was
one of the parties tried; I was not found guilty, and therefore was let off. Edward Law-
rence, James Williams and others were tried at the same time that I was; I saw the flogging
which James Williams got that day; his skin was waled, but not much bruised; I did not
see any blood on his shirt. Thomas Brown was also flogged; I was near by and saw them
all tied to the cart-wheel to be punished ; James Williams and Thomas Brown were flogged
by the constable, and my master, Mr. Senior, called out that he did not flog them enough ;
that their skins were not sufficiently bruised; he and Mr. Rawlinson then came up, and
ordered the police to flog Adam Brown and Henry James; these two were very severel
flogged; Henry James was very much cut up, and the next morning he went to the hos~
pital; I saw him there the morning after he was flogged, when he complained of great pain
in his stomach, in consequence of having been lashed to the wheel like the rest; while
they were flogging him he struggled agreat deal; he was a short man, and when he stooped
at each lick, the pit of his stomach came against the nave of the wheel; there was no
doctor woman in the hothouse; Henry James remained there, and never left it till he went
to Brown’s Town to complain to Captain Dillon; he died at Brown’s Town the same day
that he went up ; when he was in the hospital at Penshurst, the doctor ordereda blister for
his stomach, but he told me that my mistress, Miss Senior, would not give it; all that she
pare him was a candle-grease plaster, which was of no use to him; he used to cough ve
adly in the hospital, and spit blood, and the floor on which he used to spit always looked

as if a pig had been stuck there; he fell lower and lower, and when he found himself getting
very bad, he determined to go to Brown’s Town to the magistrate; I saw the body after he
died, I was at Brown’s Town, and saw it on my return home; it was on the road-side, and
to prevent his being eaten by the hogs, I watched it from six o’clock in the evening until the
next morning; I observed a great deal of blood all about the nostrils and the mouth, but
I did not see any on the earth ; I saw close to the bodyalittle cocoa-nut cup, with blood in
it, which Henry James brought with him to show CaptainA. Dillon. Henry James was
always a very weak and sickly man, but he did not cough and spit blood until after he
received ‘the flogging; he went to Brown’s Town to the magistrate, because he did not receive
any attention in the hospital, and he wanted the magistrate to require my master and mistress
to give it; I am certain that the floor of the hothouse was covered every morning with the
blood which Henry James puked up ; he always complained to me of pain in the stomach;.
Dr. Tucker used to see him often enough ; he was often at Penshurst when the people
were flogged, but I never saw him take any particular notice of the marks from theflogging.
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I saw James Williams after his return from Brown’s Town, where he had beenflogged by
the police; his back was sadly cut; Peter Atkinson carried him to Brown’s Town the first
time, and [ carried him the second time; he was flogged with Adam Brown, when he was
very badly cut up over the shoulders. After receiving the first flogging, James Williams
came home at night and went to the hospital; I do not remember particularly how man
days he remained there, I think it must have been about a week ; he then went to cut bread-
nut; Margaret Ellis attended him when he was in the hothouse; some time after the first
flogging which James Williams received at Brown’s Town, Mr. Rawlinson came to Pens-
hurst, and slept there; on the next morning a complaint was made against James Williams,
and Mr. Rawlinson ordered him to get 20 lashes; he cuuld not receive it, as his back was
not well, and my mistress, Miss Senior, ordered me to flog him with lancewood switches;
the scabs were on the old wounds, they were not wellyet, and after I found they were so
bad, I struck him lower down; he was not able to beg off, for as soon as the magistrate gave
his sentence, Williams was ordered off to receive it. When I first began to flog him with
the switches, the scabs on the old wounds broke off, and the back began to bleed; it was
then that Iflogged him lower; I laid the flogging on lightly, as lightly as I could, and
myself and some of the other apprentices bathed his back, and rubbed it with grease; he
went to work immediately to cut erass;nothing stopped him from going; he did not seem to
mind the flogging much, he was a very brave boy ; when he ran away the first time, he was
brought home by the police, and put into the dungeon by Mr. Rawlinson’s orders until he
returned; I don’t think he was confined a whole week; he had handcuffs on; when Mr.
Rawlinson returned he sent him to the workhouse; I don’t know for how many days; I did
not see him flogged there, but when he came home he said he had been; on his return from
the workhouse, he was put into the dungeon, and kept nig! t and day there for about a week
without any magistrate seeing him, but as he got very weak, he begged to be let out, and he
was; I know that he paid back a number of days; when he came home at this time he was
uite sick, and Dr. Tucker attended him, as he complained a great deal; I remember the
riday when the negroes were ordered to sit down and take breakfast, instead of working

throughout the four and a half hours; I did not get any orders on the subject before that
day, and when Iwent to tell them to take the usual breakfast time, I saw the people in
teat confusion ; when massa found that they would not obey his orders to take the break-
ast time, he desired me to go and fetch up Joseph Lawrence, the other constable, and lock
him up; massa also ordered me to take up Thomas Brown, William Mills and Benjamin
Higgins; they were all put in confinement; Joseph Lawrence said that he could not help it,
that the people would not obey; master said that he would be obeyed; when I was going
to the dungeon with Joseph Lawrence and the other people, 1 saw that massa had secured
James Williams, and put him in the dungeon; master ordered him to go in, and he went;
I don’t mean to say that master put his hands on him; I did not hear James Williams make
use ofany expression as he was going in, but just as [ locked the door, massa told me that
Williams had said, “‘ God made the world, it wasn’t man that made it, and man can’t rule it.”
The people were kept in the dungeon until six o’clock the next morning, and were then let
out; in a few days after Mr. Rawlinson came, and the whole gang was brought up; James
Williams was tried for saying, “ man did not make the world, and man can’t rule it ;” James
Williams said that hedid not mean any harm, that he did not mean the words as magistrate
took them; Mr. Rawlinson ordered him to goto the workhouse, but I don’t remember the
nature of the sentence. Joseph Lawrence and Amelia Lawrence were tried on the same day,
they were also sent to the workhouse; Amelia Lawrence was tried for being always at the
first row; this was the complaint brought against her to Mr. Rawlinson by my master, who
said to her before he brought her up, “ It is because your brother is the head driver that you
want to be a head woman;” she replied that she had never neglected her work, and that
massa ought to be glad to see her keeping up with the strongest people; Joseph Lawrence
was tried for disobedience in not getting the people to draw off when master wanted.
Amelia Lawrence had four children ; I know that two of them are free, and that one of them
is an apprentice; I am not certain whether the other is free or not. James Williams, Joseph
Lawrence and Amelia Lawrence were all three of them put into cne dungeon ; I don’t know
whether they had any thing to eat; the next morning the police came for Lawrence and
Williams; they handcuffed them, and carried them to the workhouse ; Amelia Lawrence was
carried also to the workhouse, but they did not put handcuffs on her; Amelia Lawrence is
a married woman, she is the wife of Richard Lawrence; when she came back from the
workhouse, she tuld me that the driver, James Thomas, was always persuading her to be
unfaithful to her husband; that he used every means to deprive her of her virtue;and when
he found every evening that he could not succeed, the next day he was sure to treat her ill at
her work; she did not say that James Thomas had used any force, but told me that he kept
following her every day until she was discharged; and the way he used her ill was by putting
her to do two persons’ work, and giving her heavy weights to lift up; she said that her feelings
were so much hurt at the way she was pursued by Thomas, that she was more than glad when
she was.discharged from the workhouse; she had four children, they are all by Richard
Lawrence, her husband; she further mentioned that the same attempts made by James
Thomas to make her do wrong were made on other women who were in the workhouse,
and that with some of them he succeeded. When James Williams came home he did not
look very-droopy, as he was always a lad of good spirits; he complained of his stomach,
and said that he was not able to cut bread-nut, as he could not climb; he remained at home
about three weeks, and then he ran away; I went for him, and found him at Rodney Hall
workhouse, in St. Thomas in the Vale; I brought him to massa at Penshurst, and he sent
him to Brown’s Town under my charge, to be carried before Mr. Rawlinson; he told Mr.
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Rawlinson that he had tried al! he could to please master, that he had brought as many
bread-nuts as he was able to cut, and as master was not satisfied, and threatened to have him
unished again, he was going to the Governor to complain; Mr. Rawlinson ordered him to

be flogged again by the police; I was present at the flogging ; I don’t know how many lashes
they gave him; before the magistrate passed sentence he said to James Williams, “I have
more trouble with you than with any one else, and you may go and complain to the Governor,
or to any one else you like.” James Williams’s back was not yet sound well from the last
flogging; I was by the whole time that the police were flogging him; he was tied toa tree,
and was very severely catted; his back was all in one sore, from the nape of the neck to the
small of the back; Williams told me that Mr. Rawlinson threatened to put him out in the
rain, because he said “ Mr. Rawlinson, you only do just on one side;” I did not myself
hear Mr. Rawlinson threaten to turn him out in the ram; I went down with him and the
police to Penshurst, and he got a clean shirt, and Margaret Ellis bathed his back , the police
then took him to Saint Ann’s Bay workhouse; I thought that he was sent there for 14
days when I heard the sentence passed, but, on counting the days, I found that he remained
there longer than that; he came home on a new year’s day ; I did not hear any conversation
with master and him after his return, nor did he appear sickly, as he was always a brave boy;
I remember his being charged on one occasion with stealing pork out of a barrel in the cellar;
James Williams and John Lawrence at that time always slept in the kitchen; Lawrence
ot a fork, which he tied with a piece of string to a stick, and lanced the meat in the barrel,

which he drew near to the window; when I discovered that John Lawrence was concerned
in the theft, Williams got ashamed of his share in it, and ran away; he was absent for two
days; I went after him, and found him at Miss Smith’s, at Runaway Bay; on his way
home he confessed to me that he had a share in eating the pork, but that he had no hand in
stealing it; he was brought here to be tried by Mr. Rawlinson, when he said he would pay
for it; he said he would pay 10s.; the magistrate then consented that he should pay 10s.
as a settlement of the affair; if James Williams had been encouraged, he would have been
avery good servant; I miss him now a great deal; he was trying to make a good ground,
but he did not have his regular time, and his father, who is a watchman, always assisted
him; Ido not know that he was a bad thief, nor he was not an upstart, he was always
laughing and making fun, and I used to reprove him for it; I don’t think he could, with
justice, be called a dishonest man; he had never been brought before a special magistrate
for theft except in that one instance about the pork; he was never proved to have stolen
any thing.
The Court.J—William Dalling, you have given your evidence in so correct and highly

creditable a manner, that we cannot dismiss you without expressing ourselves extremely
pleased with your conduct.
Dalling.j—Thank you, gentlemen.
Mr. Daughérey.|—You appear to have benefited much by the instruction of your minister,

the Rev. Mr. Clarke, and his predecessors (of the Baptist Mission). Observing many per-
sons present, I cannot resist the inclination I feel to avow my perfect conviction, that the
labours of ministers, missionaries not of the established church, have been of incalculable
value to the coleny. In the district in which I have chiefly resided, their efforts have always
come in aid of the proceedings of the magistrates; crime has been repressed and industry
promoted by the influence they have exerted. For myself, indeed, I hesitate not to declare
that, but for such auxiliaries, my own duties might have become so irksome and oppressive,
that I should very likely have abandoned them.
» Mr. Senior.]—Indeed, sir! Then you have been a great deal more fortunate than we have
een.
Mr. Gordon.]—I feel confident that these gentlemen are doing great good in the country.

The properties under my charge have been considerably benefited by their instructions.

Charles Trueman, an apprentice to Penshurst, about 70 years of age, sworn.

When I am sick I receive attention from massa ; I have no fault to find with him; he gives
me physic and takes great care of me. I remember James Williams digging some yams
out of the ground I was watching ; I did not see him ; massa came to the ground and missed
the yams; I saw the yams two days afterwards in a pear-tree hole; I saw James Williams
ome to the tree in the evening with a basket, and put his hand in the hole as if to take out
the yams.
Mr. Senior.|—I believe this is the only one ofmy people who will speak the truth.
The Court.|—Mr. Senior, we will not allow any imputation of that sort; the witnesses who

have been before us to-day have given their testimony in an honest and creditable manner.

Adam Brown, apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

IT remember when Dr. Thompson came to Penshurst and ordered some of the people to
be flogged; I was one of them; I was flogged by the police and received twenty-five lashes ;

. Some of the people were flogged by the constable, but Mr. Rawlinson said that they were
not flogged hard enough; I am certain it was Mr. Rawlinson who said so and not master.
James Williams and Edward Lawrence were flogged by the constable; Henry James and
myself and Thomas Brown were flogged by the police ; Henry James’s stomach hit every now
and then on the axle of the wheel; every lick that he received his stomach knocked against
the cart; he never complained of his stomach before the flogging, but he complained a great
deal about it afterwards ; he went to the hospital, and [ used to see him there ; I used to see
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the blood on the ground that he spit up; he complained that nobody from the house took an
notice of him ; I saw a round calabash in which there was some of the blood that he spit
up; he remained some time in the hothouse and then he camehere to Brown’s Town to com-
lain to Captain Dillon; I was here at the saime time to be tried myself. When he made

fis complaint, Captain Dillon said, “ You must come back again next Thursday ;” he replied
“that he had no strength to come back, and that he did not think that he should live so
long ;” a little while after he went out, he dropped down and died ; I saw the body as I was
passing on my way to Knapdale under sentence cf the magistrate to be placed in solitar
confinement in the Knapdale dungeon; the earth on which the body was was covered with
blood, and blood was also gushing out of the mouth and nostrils ; the calabash was on the
ground with the blood in it, which he brought up to show to the magistrate; none of the
blood was lost out of it. I helped to move the body to the side of the road ; it was raining
at the time; the rain would have washed away the blood from the part of the ground where
the body was; the frock that I had on was all stained with blood which came from Henr
James when we were lifting him. I was taken to Knapdale dungeon and locked up with
James Williams; it was very damp; the ground was not floored; I could lay down at full
length and stand upright; the dungeon was very dark, there were no holes at the top nor at
the sides ; there were small holes in the door which gavealittle air, but Mr. Patterson the
carpenter came and peeped in, and when he did that he stopt the holes. All the food we got
in the dungeon was two plantains each, and sometimes three, with a pint of water for a
whole day’s allowance ; the last day that we were in the dungeon we were pretty well fed;
they gave us a good allowance of plantains and cocoas. Our food was brought every day
by William Atkinson the head constable on Penshurst, since then he has bought himself
free. We were never let out of the dungeon for the necessities of nature, nor did any body
ever clean the dungeon out during the ten days, the filth was allowed to remain in it the
whole time in a. bucket, which was placed for our use. J was very weak when I came out,
but I went home the same day although I could scarcely walk; when I reached Penshurst,
before I could speak, master cried out, “ You are not punished half enough yet;” he sent me
immediately to cut bread-nut, and desired James Williams to go and mend a gap in the wall; I
told master that I had nothing to eat, he replied, “ Go away and cut bread-nut;” as I had
eat a hearty breakfast in the morning, Isaid nothing, and went to my work. I was punished
after that by Mr. Rawlinson, who sent me to the workhouse at Saint Ann’s Bay for not
sleeping in the yard; he ordered me to be put on the treadmill twice a day for ten days;
there were a number of women on the wheel, some of them had young piccaninnies ; there
were a great number of men also, and when we could not keep the step, both men and
women were flogged with a cat; I heard Mr. Drake myself order the driver to flog a woman
who could not keep the step. James Thomas, Scipio and Richard Laing were the drivers
who went into the field; John Thomas followed the sickly gang in the yard and James
Bolt attended the mill; dancing the mill was very hard work ; a nian by the name of Smith,
who came in from Dry Harbour, had his shins nearly cutoff; I remember seeing a woman
come off the mill with scarce any of her clothes on; they had been nearly all stripped off by
the labour and the flogging; the boatswain called on Mr. Drake, when she was unable to
keep up, and Mr. Drake replied, “ Flog her;” Mr. Drake sometimes for spite would put the
mill at great speed by raising up the lever; I don’t remember the boatswain having done so;
I remember seeing persons so bruised after coming down from the mill, that they have been
obliged to go to the sea side to wash off the blood from their knees.

Parson Johnson used sometimes come and read prayers at the workhouse on Sundays, and
after that the men were obliged to go and cut grass at Draxhall, and bring wood and water ;
the women were employed on Sundays in cleaning out Mr. Drake’s yard and also in cutting
grass; I was fed very well in the workhouse; a quart of flour and the half of an ale-wife
was the allowance for each person for a day; [used to cook my flour myself, as I would not
trust it to the cook; we were worked in chains on Sunday, the same as on any other day,
but we were not put on the mill; I was in the house of correction for ten days, during that
time I never saw any local magistrate or doctor there, they may have visited when I was
absent in the field; I have not been punished since the time that I returned home from the
workhouse.

William Dalling, recalled.

When I flogged James Williams with switches, I did not observe Mr. Rawlinson standing
up to see the punishment laid on; I don’t know when he went away; I remember when
Nanny Dalling was locked up in the dungeon with her young child; Mr. Rawlinson got
into sucha passion with her, that he would not allow her to say a word; he was very violent;
he laid his hands on Nanny Dalling and shoved her in the dungeon; she is my daughter;
Mr. Rawlinson rode away and returned some time after, the same day; I did not go to hear
what orders he gave about her, as I was very much hurted; she was locked up at nights but
not during the day; she was locked up for about five or six nights; her child was always
put in with her. I remember when Mary Ann Bell was sent to the house of correction, she
was then pregnant; any person without being told so could have seen from her size that she
was pregnant; her child has got the yaws now; it has had the yaws for 12 months; Mary
Ann Bell stops at the negro house to mind her child; in the pimento season she sews bags,
andat other times she does any little work that mistress sends to her; I am certain that
Atkinson, and no other, carried food to James Williams and Adam Brown when they were
confined in the dungeon at Knapdale; sometimes two plantains and a pint of water were

carried to each of them for a day’s allowance ; three plantains were very seldom sent; I only
remember one occasion that so many were sent; the last day they were in, in addition to the

plantains,
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plantains, they had some cocoas ; I know the dungeon in which James Williams and Adam
Brown were confined, it was very damp and close.

 

Friday, 22 September 1837.

Peter William Atkinson, formerly an apprentice on Penshurst, sworn.

I was at one time an apprentice to Mr. Senior, but I am nowa free man ; I purchased my
freedom in February 1836; when James Williams and Adam Brown were confined in the
Knapdale dungeon for ten days, I carried their food for them; no body else ever carriedit ;
sometimes I carried six plantains for the two; sometimesI carried five; I also carried apint
of water for each; I never carried so few as four plantains ; Captain A. Dillon said that
they must be fed upon dry roasted plantains and a pint of water each; he did not mention
how many plantains they were to have ; as I knew that the food sent for them was too little,
I sometimes carried themalittle boiled food, which was made up by myself and the other
apprentices; I always received the food for them from Miss Senior herself, or from the cook,
to whom it was sometimes given to be cooked and handed over to me. The last day that
James Williams and Adam Brown were in the dungeon some cocoas were sent for them;
they never had any cocoas or any thing else but the plaintains sent to them on any other day
but that. I know the cell at Penshurst, a short person like me could stand up in it, but a tall
man could not; one day Mr. Allen went in to see it, and was obliged to stoop; he said to
master, “ This is very difficult;” master said, “ It is good enough to put them devils in.” The
dungeon at Knapdale is high enough to stand up in, it is very damp however and swampy,
and not fit for a person to lay his body in; whenever there is rain all the water runs in to the
dungeon, and any persons confined in it must lay down in the wet, unless a board is placed
there for them ; neither air nor light can get in. James Williams and Adam Brown had
two small tubs in the dungeon for the uses of nature, which were never einpted until the last
day that they came out; I used to let them out sometimes in the morning whenI carried
them their food; sometimes they would go out, at others they would not; [am certain that
the tubs were never emptied until the last day. | know Mary Ann Beil; Ican’t exactly say
who is the father of her children; Mr. Drake the supervisor of the house of correction often
visited Penshurst, but I don’t knowwhether he had any improper intimacy with MaryAnn Bell.
There was no regular hospital at Penshurst, the place used as such was part of a carpenter’s
shop; the shingles were very bad, and when the rain came down it poured down upon the
people; the floor was also very damp ; men and women were locked up together ; I remember
that James Williams had to pay upa great number of days by order of the special magistrate,
I can’t say how many, but it took hima long time to pay them; in consequenceof that his
ground was neglected; the stock used to get in, and he became so short of provisions, that

and others through charity were obliged to assist him with something to eat.
I was valued twelve months before 1 got the money to Pay for my freedom; I was badly

used and cheated of my time; I made a complaint to Mr. Rawlinson both for myself and
the other people; we were then working on the eight-hour system; Mr. Rawlinson asked
if I knew what was meant by the eight-hour work; I said “ Yes,” and explained it; I thought
we ought to have had two hours for dinner, and one for breakfast, to commence work at six
o’clock in the morning and leave off at six in the evening; Mr. Rawlinson said, “ Yes, that
is right ;” I complained for loss of time, because I thought that we had not even the hour
at breakfast and two hours for dinner, and because it was sometimes dark befere we left off
work; when Mr. Rawlinson went away, Miss Senior came out and said, “ So, Mr. Peter, you
went to complain about your time to the magistrate ; you ought to be well punished for it ;”
Mr, Senior then came out of his room and said, “ I’ll make you see the very devil before you
get that freedom ;” he said this to all of us who were working before the house; he then began
upon me; I was employed at sawing at the time; all that I could do would not please
master; he came to me one day when I was at the sawing pit and found great fault at my
not having finished the piece of wood which I was sawing; it was avery hard piece of bullet
tree ; he said, “ I’ll see whether Mr. Rawlinson wont make you saw any more;” my general
day’s work was, to saw fifty feet of bullet tree or ninety feet of cedar per day ; master went
away after saying what he did about Mr. Rawlinson; this happened on a Friday; on the
Monday morning following it rained very heavily and I had to saw a stick in the yard where
the pit was; George Henry Warren and myself had to do it; the pit had a great deal of
water in it, and the water reached as high as my breast; I had to hold the saw at the
bottom of the pit; I endeavoured to empty the pit of the water but I could not do it
from the heavy fall of rain which continued until shell turn-out ; after that we got the piece
of cedar over the pit and entered the saw upon it; water was still in the pit, but from the
constant drawing it did not reach further than the bend of my knee; we cut off two slabs
that evening; the stick was about thirteen feet in length; I was in the water the whole time,
and did not go away until shell-blow at six o’clock. On Tuesday, Warren andmyselfwent
to the same work at the usual time; about eleven o’clock I observed Mr.Rawlinsoncoming
mito the yard through a drizzle of rain with an umbrella over his head; he went into the
house and a little while after two policemen came up, with a cat and a rope; Mr.Patterson,
the carpenter, at that time was working near the gate with a brown man, named William

Grant; Mr. Patterson brought William Grant to the pit and said, “ William take over
these two fellows to the magistrate ;” I then came out of the pit and said to myself, “ It is
hard to get a flogging whenI am doing my work.”1 then ran right off to endeavour and avoid
it; Warren went away too ; the police were sent after us, but, not being able to catch us, they
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turned back; the place where we hid ourselves was a thicket, so much covered with bush
that no bedy could see us, although we could see every thing that was going on in the great
house and at the negro houses; I saw master and Mr. Patterson, the carpenter, go to the
negro houses, each of them with a stick in his hand; Mr. Rawlinson remained in the house;
he was in the house but I did not see him ; the first house they went to was George Henry
Warren’s ; Mr. Patterson kicked at the door, but as it was very strongly secured it did not
give way.

Note :—Mr. Rawlinson came into the court at this stage of the proceedings, and
mentioned to the Commissioners, that he had not received any notice from his
Excellency the Governor of the particular day that the investigation was to
commence.

Peter William Atkinson, in continuation.

My master took up a block and dashed the door open; after opening the door, he went
in as if to search for something; after that they went into my house, the door of which
they kicked open; they turned my bed upside-down as if they were searching, and then they
came out and went away: I then went into my house, took up a bundle of clothes, and
returned to the place where I was hiding. Mr. Patterson, the carpenter, returned soon after,
and began to sing,—

“ This is the house that those fellows preach in,
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hailelujah!”

He could not see me, butIcould see him and all that he did. I was accustomed to have
family prayers in my house at night. While Mr. Patterson was in my house, the people from
the great house came and took out all my chairs, tables and benches and stools; they took
out sixteen pieces altogether, and carried them to the great house yard ; Mr. Rawlinson was
in the great house all the time ; any body there must have seen the things when they were
carried up to the yard ; I thought to myself, “ If the magistrate who is sent to protect the
apprentices allows all this to be done, and sees that it is done, I must go to the Governor,
as I have no person else to go to and make my complaint.” My furniture was lodged in
aroom where master keeps his saddles and corn in the great house yard; Warren and
myself went to the King’s House, and we saw Lord Sligo the Governor; we made our
complaint to him, and he told Mr. Ramsay to take down all that we said ; after that he sent
us by the police to Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town, with a letter; when we go there,
Mr. Rawlinson read the letter and said, “ So you have been to the Governor with a heap of
lies about your master; but you did not tell the Governor that you keep a methodist chapel.”
Mr. Rawlinson then gave us a letter to master, and sent us back to Penshurst ; when I go
to Penshurst I found that my house had been pulled down; on inquiry I was told that it
had been cut down by four apprentices, named Thomas Brown, William Mills, Joseph
Lawrence and Richard Lawrence, who were ordered by master to do so; I was also told
that master was present at the time, and with a long stick assisted in breaking off the
shingles. This information was given to me by the very people who were ordered by
master to pull the house down; some time after Mr. Rawlinson came to the property and
read to us a part of the Governor’s letter; he then desired us to go to work and sawfitty
feet of wood per day; he desired Warren and myself to pay back six Saturdays for the
time we had been absent from the property; from that time I was worked t rough all
weather, and at all times. By way of punishment we were given bread-nut logs to cut
through in their green state, even without stripping off the bark, so that it was impossible
for us to get through our task; we were obliged to work even during our dinner-time to
endeavour and do so. At last, on the seventh Saturday, finding that I could stand it no
longer, I then got the money and brought it to Mr. Rawlinson to purchase the remaining
term of my apprenticeship. While we were working at the pit one day, master came to us
and said “ You are not punished half enough by the magistrate, I should like to get you
in the workhouse for six months, as I am able enough to hire a pair of sawyers in your
room ;” he added “ There is one good thing, the Governor did not hear your complaint.”
My furniture was not returned until after I purchased my freedom, nor was any house given
me to live in, in lieu of that which had been pulled down, I therefore was obliged to go to
Knapdale, to sleep at my wife’s house; previously to mine being pulled down, she used to
come there occasionally and I would go to hers. After my house was pulled, Thomas
Brown Lawrence was desired by my master to dig up every one of my plantain suckers;
he did so, and they were planted in master’s own ground.

I borrowed nearly the whole of my money to pay for my freedom. When I was first
valued I was valued for eleven doubloons, but when I got the money, after a year and two
months has passed, I was valued for twelve doubloons ; Lam still working to pay off the
debt of my valuation. A few months after I bought myself I happened to meet Mr. Raw-
linson at Beverley, and applied to him about my things; a few days afterwards they were
put out on the barbecue, and my friends took them and brought them to me; they did it
of their own good-will. All this has been done to me. I consider that the treatment we all
received from my master proceeded from his wish to do us all the injury he could; from
the time that the ist of August came, he said he would do every thing to annoy us; he not
only said this, but he did it; he said that he would have a law of his own, and that those
English devils (the magistrates), and those Baptist fellows should not do as they liked
on his property. As to that b- y, James Williams, poor fellow, he was a boy with a good
heart.

Willian
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William Mills, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

I was one of the persons who master ordered to cut down Atkinson’s house; there were
four of us; we carried axes, and master went with us; we commenced knocking down the
walls ; those posts which we couldn’t pull down, we were desired by master to cut away with
our axes; master knocked downa part. of the Spanish wall with a long stick which he had
in his hand; he said, “ I will have this house down, and you must go somewhere else to
preach, I won’t have it for a prayer house.” It was Atkinson’s house, and he used to live
there; he kept every thing in it that he was worth; there were several tables and chairs in
it, which master made us take out and put into a room in the great house yard; the house
was pulled down on the same day that Atkinson went away ; he had a noble garden, with
plenty of plantain suckers in it; 1 don’t know that they were dug up, but master gave the
arden to a girl named Mary Ann Bell, and I afterwards saw the cows and hogs init. We

all of us used to meet sometimes in Atkinson’s house to join in prayer; I did not think it
right in master to have the house destroyed, but as he gave the orders we were obliged to
obey; as far as I saw, Atkinson was very poorly treated during his apprenticeship; he
worked very hard, and was very badly treated; master was not satisfied with any thing he
did. I knew James Williams, and remember his having had to pay a great number of days;
it took him a great time to pay them back, and therefore he could not attend to his grounds ;
the hogs would be on one side and the cattle on the other, eating it down; sometimes he was
overty itself, and would have starved if he had not got help from his brother apprentices.

P heard that he was accused of stealing yams; it was not proved against him; it was at the
time that he had to pay back so many days; he was badly off for victuals; I remember
being put into the dungeon for refusing to work as master wanted us to do on the half
Friday ; we said we would work our four hours and a half at once, but master wanted to
draw us off at the usual breakfast time, and make us work the balance of the time after-
wards; master put me and Thomas Brown and Joseph Lawrence in the dungeon, because
he said we advised the people not to work as he wished; he ordered me in himself; the
constable met me, put me before him, and then locked me up; we were locked up on Friday
about 11 o’clock, and let out about the same time next day; James Williams had been put
in the dungeon before we were put in; when master took Atkinson and Warren from the
saw-pit, I was put to work there ; but as I was a new hand I did not work well, and master
used me very badly for it; it was the first time I ever held a saw; I was never given any
regular task, but I did all I could to give satisfaction; I was not sawing more than a week,
when master put me in the dungeon for not doing good work; he always threatened to bring
me before Mr. Rawlinson ; I was put to saw bread-nut head which is the hardest of woods,
with another young hand like myself; how then could I be expected to do well? This is the
first time that I was put into the dungeon; I was put in from evening until next morning ;
Richard Lawrence, the person who was sawing with me, wasalso put into the dungeon at the
same time. I knew Benjamin Higgins, he and James Williams and Joseph Lawrence were
put into the dungeon with myself the second time that I was confined there; 1 was not
brought up before the special magistrate after 1 had been locked up for not sawmg enough
wood.

Joseph Lawrence, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.
I was one of the people who was sent to pull down Atkinson’s house; I was in the field

when master called four of us, and desired us to go with axes to Atkinson’s house ; we went
there; masterand Mr. Patterson followed us; master ordered us to take our axes and pull
down the watling and the posts; we did so; master was present all the time, and he helped
himself to pull down the watling; he made us carry all the furniture to the great house yard;
I didn’t hear him give any reasons for pulling down the house, further than saying that the
negroes were “ playing the devil,” by making it a meeting; his words were “ It is here you
all meet and play the devil in the negro houses, you shan’t meet here again.” I was a con-
stable once; { had not been one for more than a week, when master put me in the dungeon
one Friday; I was driver of the gang; master one Friday blew shell for breakfast, and the
people said that they would rather work their four and a half hours out at once; master

desired me to tell them to go to breakfast; I tried all I could to make them go, but they
would not; I went and told master; he said, “Go back and tell them that they must go to
their breakfast ;” by the time that I could go back, master ordered WilliamDalling to take

me up; I went withWilliam Dalling to the dungeun; 1 was the first who was put in; James

Williams was brought in afterwards; as I was inside, I did not hear any thing that he said ;
BenjaminHiggins,William Mills and Thomas Brown were also put in; we were kept in

the dungeon until the next morning (Saturday), and then let out; we were let out about

breakfast time; Mr. Rawlinson came one day the next week ; I was tried for not making the

people go to breakfast; Mr. Rawlinson sentenced me to theworkhouse ; asI went in I was

catted; Idon’t remember how many licks I got; every morning and evening I was put on
the treadmill; James Williams went with me to the workhouse, and received the same
punishment; I think we were kept in for ten days. . .

Amelia Lawrence was tried the same day for being at the first row; master said, “It is
because your brother is the driver, that you put yourself at the first row, and want to be the

head woman.” She wasalso sent to the workhouse. The food that we got in the workhouse

was a pint of boiled corn, which was drest by the cook in the field, and one ale-wife between

two persons; this was given to us in the morning, and we got nothing else until the next day;

Tam certain that we only got a pint of corn; { know the difference between a pint and a

quart; a pint is sold for 5d., and a quart for 10d.; we were used badly enough in the
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workhouse; five persons used to be put on the treadmill at a time, and sometimes more
than that; the first day I went on, the mill bruised my knee a great deal; the blood ran all
down from my shins; when the people could not keep the step, the driver flogged them;
he did not flog me, because I soon caught it; the women were flogged as well as the men;
they were flogged on their legs, and some of them were flogged very badly; I have seen
women hanging on the mill by their hands, as they could not keep up; then they were
greatly bruised; I have seen many women on the mill who had young sucking children ;
the children were left in the yard when they were taken to dance the mill; the women were
also put on the mill morning and evening, and sometimes their pan would be so great that
they would bawl loud enough to be heard a great way off;I saw several women from
Hiattsfield on the mill; some of them had young children; there were a great number of
these women in. On Sunday morning the men were sent to cut wood and grass, and bring
water; the women were employed in sweeping the yard of the workhouse, and Mr. Drake’s
yard at his own house; we were chained two and two on Sundays, the same as on other
days; while I was in the workhouse I never saw any minister of the Gospel come there on
Sundays; I have seen several women faint on the treadmill; when they were in that situa-
tion sometimes they were taken down, and at other times they were left hanging by their
wrists uatil the other people were taken off; I never saw any magistrate visit the workhouse
while I was there; Drake used to flog the people sometimes with his riding whip, and
sometimes with his supple-jack, both off and on the mill; he used‘to flog the people for his
pleasure, and would say, “ You are a worthless set and won’t work for your master ;” he
never flogged me; Mr. Drake used to visit master’s house very often. I knew an old woman
by the name of Sally, belonging to Coolshade; she was often put on the wheel, but was
not able to work ; she used to hang on the wheel, and get severely flogged ; Mr. Drake used
to flog her himself; I have seen the drivers flog the people both in the field and in the yard;
they used to flog both men and women; the drivers were bad people. I remember that
Amelia Laurence complained to me of James Thomas, one of the drivers, for wanting her to
consent to his improper wishes; my sister was persecuted a great deal by this man, and felt
much hurt about it, as she was a married woman ; the young women whom the drivers took
a fancy to, were put by them to light work; the women who had young sucking children
carried their children out on their backs, and were never let out of the field even if it rained;
the children were placed at the fireside with the cooks; sometimes when the children cried
very badly, the mothers were allowed to give them suck, but this was when Mr. Drake was
not in the field ; if he was in the field he would not permit the women to give their children
suck ; I don’t remember seeing the women working in the field with the children tied to their
backs. When the people are on the mill, sometimes it is made to go faster than at other
times ; the driver always holds the pole, and he can make it go faster or slower as he pleases,
sometimes it went so fast that some of the people missed the step and hung, by which
means they cut their feet; I don’t remember its going so fast as to make all the people
who were on hang by their wrists; I remember that James Williams used to complain a
great deal about his stomach, particularly when he had to climb the bread-nut trees. I was
not by when he was flogged by William Dalling with the lancewood switches; I remember
that at one time he had to pay to master a great number of days; he could not attend to
his grounds, and his provisions were eat up by the hogs and cows; I used to go and help
mould up his cocoas for him, and gave him provisions sometimes to help him in his distress;
I heard that he was accused of stealing yams, but I don’t remember the particular time;-
with regard to Atkinson’s garden, master sent Thomas Brown, desiring him to dig up the
plantain suckers and plant them in his (master’s) corn-piece; the whole of them were not dug
up; only the young suckers were dug up; I believe that the ground was given to Atkinson’s
children, Peter and Willy; William Dalling is a constable now; he can’t please massa;
nobody can please him.

Amelia Lawrence, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

I was tried once by Mr. Rawlinson, in consequence of master’s disputing with me about
work, Mr. Rawlinson sent me to the workhouse, but did not mention to me how many
days I was to be in the workhouse ; when I came back, master told me that Mr. Rawlinson
saidI was to pay back ten days as an additional punishment. The next time that I was
punished, I was sent to the dungeon at Penshurst in consequence of a dispute about my
working at the first row; the next morning I was brought up before Mr. Rawlinson, and
I begged him not to punish me. Master’s complaint was, that I worked at the first row,
and that I took upon myself to do so because my brother was driver. I was sent to the
workhouse for this. Iam a married woman, with a family of four children; I was put on
the treadmill morning and evening. There can be no harder work than treadmill punish
ment; the mill bruised my legs and gave me great pain, but the greatest painI felt was
between my shoulders; I have never recovered up to the present moment from the punish-
ment of the treadmill. I have pains all about my body since then, which I cannot get over,
particularly those in the small of the back ; my wrists and fingers are so hurt that they are
swelled even now; some of the people used to feel very faint upon the mill, and when they
could not keep up the boatswain would not take them off, but would whip them well to
make them goon. One day a man by the name ofJenkins, who was an under busha, hit me
a whop after I came off the mill, and made use of very bad expressions to me; the expres-
sions were so bad that I can’t make use of them now. Jenkins hadaspite against me
because I would not consent for him to have an improper connexion with a girl named
Catherine Bayley, who was in the workhouse ; I was obliged to say that Catherme Baylev

was
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was my daughter, in order to protect her from Jenkins. James Thomas, one of the boat-
swains, wanted me to consent to do what was wrong with him; he kept on following me for
this purpose all the time I was in the workhouse; I could not get any rest for him; T saw
a woman go one night to one of the drivers, but I could not distinguish which of the drivers
it was who called her. I sawa whole set of women who had come in from Hiattsfield; they
were sent to the workhouse before I went in, and they were dreadfully cut upon the mill ;
several of them had young children; there were very few of them able to work in the field,
not more than four or five, the rest were locked up, having been knocked up by the tread-
mill; they were quite lame, and sometimes they would fall off the mill, and water would then
be thrown over them to bring them to. One young woman in particular had her legs so
bad that she could not turn herself, and another, who was big with child, was dreadfully
hacked; but an old woman who had a daughter named Affy, from Hiattsfield, was worse
knocked up than any of the rest; there was another woman, named Mrs. Byfield, also from
Hiattsfield, with a young sucking child ; she was also placed on the mill; the woman that was
so big with child had such pains that she could not bear any person evento touch her. Ido
not remember her name; there was no doctor woman nor any woman whatever to attend to
the sick people. The drivers always came before day to count them, and it was at that time
they would endeavour to gain over the women for improper purposes ; they frequently put
questions of this sort to me, but I never consented ; I know one women, however, who was
bad enongh todo so. I never saw any doctor come to hothouse; to tell the truth, if the
people wanted medicine it was the boatswain who gave it. James Thomas was the driver
who used to follow me, and ask me to give myselfup to him. I used to fret much, and told
James Williams about it, he said “ Never mind, they can’t do you any thing.” Mr. Drake
often used to say “ You Penshurst and Chester people are always neglecting your masters’
business and minding preaching, and I'll make you sick of coming here; I’ll beat the
methodist out of you;” him and master were great friends, he used to visit master very
frequently. When James Thomas found that I would not consent to his wishes, he used
to treat me very badly. One day Mr. Drake gave Catherine Bayley a good beating, saying
she was Miss Senior’s waiting maid, and must have been impudent to her or she would not
have sent her to the workhouse; the people were all shackled at night. When Catherine
Bayley and I were in the first time, we used to sleep in shackles, and with big chains about
our necks every night; last time I was in they were not so particular. The life people were
fed with flour every day, and the rest were fed with cor; one shad was given between two
persons. When I came out of the workhouse, some time after, about Christmas, I was
going to the hothouse, but was obliged to lay down on the ground from exhaustion; master
passed, and when he saw me, he laughed, and calling out to some of the apprentices said,
quite gladly, “ You see what she is come to.” He appeared quite glad at the way I was
reduced, and made use of the most indecent expressions and oaths towards me. One
would not think that a gentleman could make use of such words; I remember a woman
from Hiattsfield, who fainted on the mill; they took her down, and she laid down tumbling
in the dirt like a hog ; water was thrown upon her, and her fellow-apprentices fretted agreat.
deal about it. I was chained to a woman named Susan White; she was big with child, and
was put every day on the mill; she used to hang very often on the mill; the women were
always strapped tightly to the board above the mill. I knewa woman named Sally,
belonging to Coolshade; she was old and weak; she was chained to a woman named
Mimba; I don’t remember the christian name of the woman to whom she was chained ;
the women were beaten from morning till night; Mr. Drake used to beat them himself;
Mimba was a young woman, but a poor thing; I don’t remember seeing Sally on the mill,
but they used to beat her at all times. I know Banker’s negro houses ; one particular day,
when the gang was working there, the rain fell very heavy; on the way home the old woman,
Sally, could not keep up with the rest, and they beat her well that day; the drivers used to
beat her until she tumbled down ; they never played with her, but beat her cruelly; she
was beaten every day when we were doing hard work, and she could not keep up with the
rest. When the women with young sucking children went to work in the field, they left
the children at the fire-side; if’ rain came the children got wet; the mothers were hardly
allowed to give the children suck; sometimes they made a woman, named Rebecca, belonging
to Tobolski, tie her child to her back and work in the field. I don’t remember seeing
Mr. Hylton, the clerk of the peace at St. Ann’s Bay, in the workhouse, but I have heard of
his being there; I remember a woman, named Eliza Nathan, who was in the workhouse ;
she was there at the same time that I was ; she could not dance good, but was always very
faintish, as she was with child; one day she dragged upon the mill and was obliged to be
taken down ; I did not see her eatted ; “her shins were much peeled ; she was obliged to be
sent into the hospital of the workhouse; her shins were cut up, but not so bad as those of
a woman, named Eliza Osborn, from Knapdale ; she was mashed up in a very bad manner.

€ women’s work on Sunday was to clean out Mr. Drake’s yard and carry water; the men
were employed in cutting grass; the chains were kept on us on Sundays as well as on
other days. All that we got to eat was a quart of corn, which was given out in the morning,
and a shad between two of us; this was to last us the whole day. have seen women come
off the mill with a great portion of their clothes torn, but not so bad as to expose their
Persons indecently. The negroes of Penshurst have no half Fridays now, and when I com-
plained about it to Mr. Rawlinson, he told us that the Governor himself could not compel
our master to give us the half Fridays.

This witness, after finishing her testimony, informed the court that her master,
Mr. Senior, is now in the constant habit of flogging her daughter, and that he
does so every day without any cause whatever.
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Saturday, 23 September 1837,

Mr. Senior appeared, and, having been informed that Peter Atkinson had charged him
with pulling down his house, admitted having pulled down a house which had been considered
as the house of Atkinson, which he afterwards claimed, as it was a nuisance; Mr. Senior
said that he did not consider the house as the dwelling-place of Atkinson, as he did not glee
in it, but went at night to his wife at Knapdale; Mr. Senior claimed the right of pulling
down the house as a nuisance, as it had been made an improper use of; he admitted havin
done so during the temporary absence of Peter Atkinson. Mr. Senior then mentioned that
Peter Atkinson used to make excuses for turning out late in consequence of sleeping at
Knapdale, alleging that he had no house at Penshurst ; this was previously to the destruc-
tion of the house. Mr. Senior said that there was a small bed-room attached to the house
which was not taken down, and that Atkinson had no other house on the property than the
one which was destroyed ; he considered it a nuisance in consequence of the great noise
made there at nights by the strange people who congregated there for purposes which he
does not know; he considered their meetings unlawful, and wished to prevent them; he did
not know where the nuisance was previously to the day when he went to see if Atkinson
had gone from the house ; there was a bed there which he did not trouble, but he took out
some chairs and benches, which were delivered up afterwards; there was only one bed in
the place, and that was in the room which was not pulled down. The house appeared
to be appropriated entirely as a sort of chapel; there was one or two packages with clothes
which were taken away, but were given up afterwards on being claimed.

Eliza Finlayson, an apprentice to Penshurst, apparently between 12 and 13 years
of age, sworn.

I am the daughter of Amelia Lawrence ; I was born before she was married; I have been
switched since the 1st August 1834. No longer than Monday last, master flogged me with
his chaise-whip; | have been frummed often and put into the dungeon. On“Monday last,
master came up and hit me a lick, and I run off; he then came back and hit me two licks
with the chaise-whip over my head. I was digging dung in the yard with a boy named
Richard Brown; some of the dung was left, and master called me to dig it up; as soon as
I went to the place, he tuok his chaise-whip and struck me; master has flogged me often
enough before this time, particularly one day when we were working in the grass piece; he
came that day with his chaise-whip and flogged me and a boy named Davy; he flogged me
on my back ; he never made the constable frum me, but often said that he would make him
do so; he flogged me this day because he said that we were standing up and not doing any
work. Master not only frum me sometimes, but he frums the other boys and girls. Last
Monday he was standing on the Barbecue, and when he called me to dig up the dung
he went into the house, brought out the chaise-whip, and then flogged me with it ; I never
complained to the special justice, nor did any of the other boys and girls complain; plenty
of us have been put into the dungeon at times ; I was there not long ago; I was put in on
the Friday night, and let out the next morning at buckra’s breakfast-time; I was put in
with old Ann Campbell, Abis and Phillis; we were put in for not being in the field in time
after breakfast ; we had been working in the morning and went to breakfast at shell-blow,
and, as our breakfast was not ready, we returned to workalittle late; master was there
when we went to work, he made the constable put us in the dungeon when we drew off
from work at four o’clock in the evening. The other people had not worked much when
we returned to the field in the morning ; they had not worked more than ten or twelve fect;
the work they were doing was hoeing grass. I have been put into the dungeon often enough
before that time, not by orders from the special magistrates but by master’s own orders.
In answer to a question put by Mr. Senior, this witness said, “ I was onl brought up one
time before Mr. Rawlinson, and I never told him that I would not work when he told me to
do so.” One day master carried us all to Mr. Rawlinson, but he did not complain of us;
he only complained of the great gang. Mr. Rawlinson ordered the great gang to
pay a Saturday. I was sitting under a custard apple tree, and did not hear what the
magistrate said;he may have ordered all the people to pay the Saturday; the third gang, to
whichI belonged, I am certain, was ordered by master to pay the Saturday, but I don’t
know whether the magistrates told him to make us pay it or not. Mr. Senior on question
from the court said, that he had at times put parties in the dungeon, but had always men-
tioned his having done so to the special magistrate on his visit to the property, although he
had not preferred a subsequent complaint against them, and that the special magistrate had
given his sanction to him to act inthis manner. Mr. Senior then asked the court, as they

_ Mentioned that such a roceeding was illegal, what was to be done with the small gang
when phey committed faults; he wished to know whether he had not authority to switch
them ?

The Court.|—No, decidedly not; you have no legal right to do so.
Mr. Senior.]—Dr. Thompson,a special magistrate, told me that I had a right.

Ann Campbell, an old weakly woman, apparently about 60 years of age, swom.

I was driver to the little gang, and master told me that when they behaved wrong, I mustswitch them. I said “No; | could not do it, as the Jaw would not give me night ifI
switched any body.” I told him that ifhe wanted the children to be switched he must carry
them to their mammys, and let them switch them. After this Mr. Rawlinson came, and

massa
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massa said, “ You must send this woman to the jig mill.” Mr. Rawlinson said, “ What has
this poor old woman done to be sent to the jig mill?” Master replied, “ She wont flog the
icaninnies.” From that time master cursed, and cursed, and cursed me at all times. One

day, after the Mulgrave law come in, I was in the field, and I said to driver that I wanted
to go aside for aparticular purpose, but when master heard it he cried out, “ There is no
law for that.” This was Friday; I was obliged togoaside, and master took and locked me
up in the evening, and let me out on Saturday. aster told constable that he locked me
up upon this account. Another time the shell blow for breakfast; I had been carryin
dung, and went to my hut to get my breakfast; when the shell blew to turn out, I left
the hut, but, as I could not walk as fast as the others, I was lated in the field. When I got
there I saw massa; he abused me for turning out late, and in the evening he made the
constable put me and Abis, and Lizly Finlayson, and another of the girls in the dungeon.
Mistress (Miss Senior) called out to the constable, and said, “ Hawl her by the neck, and
put her into the dungeon.” Mistress said that it was me who they were to hawl, but the
constable said “ No, he could not do so, as the law did not tell him to do any thing like
that.” Master threatened me after I came out of the dungeon to send me to Brown’s Town,
to the magistrate; he then told me, “ Youare a driver for the piccaninny gang, and if you
wont frum them when they do wrong, you must work.” He then turned me out to work in
the small gang, andIam now working there. I have a big swelling or rising in my back.
On Monday last I went to mistress, and begged for some grease to makea plaister to put
on it; mistress cursed me, and said, “ Go to Mr. Clarke, the Baptist parson, since you
carry your master to law, and make him cure you.” I told her that I had never carried
master to law; she then cursed me, and walked away without giving me the grease. Some-
time before this I had a blister on my back; Dr. Tucker ordered it to be put on, but
before mistress gave it me she and master abused me in such a manner that I was ashamed
asadog. At the time I had on the blister there was no doctor woman in the hothouse,
and, as I wanted to get it dressed, I got a mulatto woman, named Mrs. Mills, to eut it;
when massa saw her cutting it he abused her a great deal; rather than remain in the hot-
house with such treatment, [ went out, raw as the blister was, to work. I went first to my
round on a Saturday, and cut a few corns, and dugafew victuals, so as to prepare for the
Monday. On my return it rained very hard; it rained like thunder. The constables came
up to me, took me in my wet clothes, and locked me up with them on in the dungeon ; there
T remained till next morning; constable locked me up by master’s orders. I did not get
any food all the time I was in the dungeon, although I told my. master that I had not had
any thing to eat the whole day. I begged him for something to eat, and he said he would
not give it. In reply to a question from Mr. Senior, this witness stated that some time
last week she was met by her master, in his time, with a basket of provisions on her head;
she was then going to her work, and believes that it was about an hour and a half after the
time she ought to have turned out. Mr. Senior assured the court that there is very little
truth in the statements made by Ann Campbell and the other apprentices from Penshurst;
on being asked by the court whether he wished to ask any questions, or bring forward any
witnesses to refute what had been already given in evidence, he replied in the negative,
saying at the same time that it was his intention to bring a number of thembefore the
quarter sessions on indictments for perjury, more especially the man named WilliamDalling.

r. Senior further remarked, that there was no occasion for his further attendance, as it
was his intention to go to Spanish Town, where he would communicate with his Excellency
the Governor, and report to him all that he had seen and heard.

Susan White, an apprentice to Dunbarton estate, sworn.
I recollect being sent to the workhouse some time ago. I was chained to Amelia

Lawrence, of Penshurst, and I was then in the family way. I was five months ad-
vanced, and had a mischance at seven months; my pregnancy was plainly to be seen
y my size. I was put on the treadmill twice a day, but I don’t know how long I
was kept on. I was sentenced to the workhouse for ten days. Ona Thursday evening |
danced the mill longer than usual, and was so tired that i fell off. One of my hands
first slipped out of the strap; I called to them to stop the mill, but they did not, it went
Tound quite fast; then my other hand slipped out of the strap, andI fell down quite
senseless, When I recovered, I found myself in the room where they used to lock us all
up at nights, and I was told that some of the women had picked me up, and carried me
there, No doctor attended me, and I was never put on the mill again. I went out of the
workhouse about two weeks before Christmas, and I had a mischance in February; the

pains never left me from the time I came out of the workhouse till I had themischance ;
have never been in good health since then. When I was in the workhouse, I was never

flogged on the treadmill, as I used to keep the step very well; but the driver used to flog
the other people, both men and women. I went out to work with the workhouse gang in
the field on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; I got wet sometimes, but, as 1 had dryclothes of my own, I used to change when we returned from work. We used to get a quart
of flour and’a half of a share each for our day’s allowance of food. I saw several womenin the workhouse with young sucking children. One woman from Tobolski had a child
almost named ; she used to carry it to the field, and it got wet from rain very often. The
child was generally left with the cook, and when it rained the mother would, by consent of
the drivers, go and shelter it as well as she could; she also was allowed time to go aside
and suckle it. On Sunday mornings we were obliged to sweep out Mr. Drake’s yard, and
carry water; we were chained two and two, the same as on other days. The men were
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employed in carrying grass. The first time I went to the workhouse I did not see any
doctor come there, But one used to come there the last time I was there; I never saw a
parson there on a Sunday. Iwas chained to Amelia Lawrence, of Penshurst; one day she
said to me, “ Partner, look here; look here upon this ring upon my finger; I ama
married woman, and the driver, James Thomas, is always putting bad questions to me.”
I felt for her, and cried; I said to myself, “ After Amelia 1s a married woman, and the driver
puts such questions to her, what must I expect who am not a married woman?” No
-question of the sort, however, was put to me at that time; but when in the second time,
a man by the name of Thomas White, who was a driver and boatswain, tried to do what
James Thomas tried with Amelia Lawrence. I told him no, that I was a married woman,
and to make him believe it, when my sister came to see me, I took a ring off her finger and
put it on. The next time he asked me, I showed him the ring as a proof, and he did not
trouble me again. This was about the month before last. At the time Amelia Lawrence
complained to me I did not hear him joke her; the drivers always opened the women’s
apartment quite early inthe morning. It was Mr. Rawlinson who sent me to the workhouse
that time.

Maria Anderson, an apprentice to New Hope plantation, the property of
Mr. W. Codnor, sworn.

I have been in the St. Ann’s Bay house of correction; no driver ever endeavoured to
have any improper intimacy with me. I was sent to the workhouse for two weeks by
Mr. Rawlinson ; I was chained and worked with the other people in the field. I have no
reason to complain of the boatswain or any one else. I was not there when Amelia Law-
rence was in, nor did I ever see the people working on the mill. I was always locked up at
nights with the other women, and the drivers opened the door in the morning to let us out,
but I never saw them endeavour to have improper intimacies with any of the women; I was
never on the treadmill.

Mr. Ravwlinson.|—-I know thatI sentenced you to be worked on the treadmill.

Maria Anderson in continuation.
The treadmill was not yet finished ; they were just completing it when I went. in.
The Court.}—We are glad that Mr. Hamilton Brown, a magistrate of the parish, is

resent, because we have been informed by Mr. Codnor, the owner of New Hope, that
Maria Anderson had boasted that she had not been put on the treadmill in consequence of
the very improper intimacy which existed between her and one of the drivers. It is
necessary that such conduct should be checked by the magistrates of the parish.

Mr. Brown admitted that he had heard of such reports, and Mr. Rawlinson said that the
fact was quite notorious with regard to the witness, Maria Anderson, and another woman who
is an apprentice on Bertram’s Bowers; he was decidedly of opinion that Maria Anderson
preferred being sent to the workhouse to any other punishment.

Sarah Higgins, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

Ihave six children alive; three are free, and three are apprentices. Since the birth of m
last child, which I have in my arms, I have been picking pimento; I am turned out wit
‘the rest of the people, and am obliged to do the same work as those who are in the great
gang. No time is given me to attend to my picaninny. One day I was rather late at work;
when I came to the place massa said, “ Don’t you see that the sun is up?” he then
quarrelled a great deal. When shell blow in the evening, he put me in the dungeon, and
Kept me there till it was time to turn out to work next morning. I got nothing to eat or
‘drink, nor would master allow me to go to my house to give any thing to my children; he
would not even allow me to go and geta little water to drink. This was about two months
ago ; master did not send any thing for my children to eat, nor did he bring me up before

r. Rawlinson.

William Dalling recalled, and: sworn.

I know that Sarah Higgins is in the great gang; she was put into the dungeon, as she
stated, because master said that she had turned out late ; she has six children, but she does
not get any indulgences. I received a general order from Mr. Rawlinson to put any body
in the dungeon by my master’s orders; but Mr. Rawlinson did not leave, to my know-
ledge, any orders that any person so put into the dungeon should be brought up to him
afterwards, on his visiting the property.

Nanny Dailing, an apprentice on Penshurst, sworn.
My mistress called me one Friday, and said, “ Go to Mr. Rawlinson, and he will tell

you the law.” When I went to him, he ordered me to the house of correction. As I knew
that I had not done any thing to mistress, I turned my back, and she accuse me of being
‘sulky and tying up my face; when I turned back, Mr. Rawlinson took me by the arms and
shook me in such a way as to pop a button in front of my frock; he did not order any body,
but took me with his own hands and put me into the dungeon. I had a suckingchild, and
master told him to give me the child, but he said that he would not; he went away an
came back a few hours afterwards, and ordered me to be locked up for 14 nights in the
same dungeon. I went one evening, and begged mistress not to lock me up again; 1 ask
her to forgive me; she said, “No! that if she did that, Mr. Rawlinson would not punish
me again,” J slept in the dungeon 13 nights, and on the 14th night they let me out. I
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Jane Shaw Pennock, an apprentice on Penshurst, sworn.
The child in my arms is about five months old. Since its birth I have been picking
imento in the great gang. I am obliged to break the branches myself, and therefore leavemy child with the field-nurse; I have carried home in the evening as much pimento as

Tought to have done if I had a person to break the branches for me. When I got home one
evening with my load, master said, “ I saw you going up this morning to Knapdale side.”
1 told him that it was not me, but he insisted that it was, and ordered me to go into the dun-geon. This was about six o’clock; I was put into the dungeon and kept there until six
o’clock next morning, without any thing whatever to eat; when I came out in the morn-ing, I went to the negro house, and took up something to carry to the field for breakfast ;
when I got to the field, I found that massa had taken away Ellen Dalling, who used to mind
the sucking children in the field; she was not removed because she was sick, but massa said
that the children were born free, and he was not going to give them any nurse, as they were
born free and did not deserve any mercy; after keeping her away two days he put her backto mind the children. I was never carried before the magistrate after being put into the
dungeon, neither did I make any complaint to him. Master does not allow us to give ourchildren suck in the field ; when he comes into the field, if he finds any of us in the act ofdoing so he makes us get up.

William Dalling, recalled.

Says, that a young girl is put in the field now at Penshurst, to mind the sucking
children.

Alexander Mills, an apprentice on Penshurst, sworn.
IT was once a head constable on Penshurst, but was broken; I was made driver to-day,in consequence of another man having given up his situation. The women are allowed alittle time to suckle their children, anda little girl is put into the field to mind them. WhenI was broken as head constable, Mr. Rawlinson did not break me ; It was master didit; he took the staff from me himself. I remember the row which took place between JamesWilliams and the rest about the half Friday ; they were put into the dungeon; I don’tremember the expression said to have been made by James Williams, as I was not by. Thehouse of Peter Atkinson, which was pulled down, was his own house: it was his ownhouse; it was his dwelling-house; he lived and slept there; his wife used to come fromKnapdale sometimes to sleep there; there was a bed there besides the one which was in

the little room, and it was there when the house was pulled down; we used to meet therefor worship, on Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights ; Atkinson and his wife alwaysslept there on meeting-nights; if even his wife did not: come down on meeting-nights, he‘slept there himself; no person ever met there except Atkinson was there himself. Prayerswere always done between eight and nine o’clock, and always before master or mistress wentto bed;_we never made a noise loud enough to disturb them. When Atkinson went to takehis meals, it was at that house he went to. It was only on meeting-nights that the bencheswere arranged for the meeting; the meeting never exceeded 18 or 20 sons; sometimesthere were eight or nine strangers;we used to offer upa short prayer, and then sung a hymn.T remember when master ordered Thomas Brown to dig up the plantain suckers from Atkin-son’s garden; he also ordered Thomas Brown to dig up suckers out of several of our gar-dens; some were actually dug out of mine, and then planted in master’s ground. I thinkthat master’s anger against Peter Atkinson was in consequence of his house being used forus to give a little prayer in. When they were pulling Atkinson’s house down, Mr. Rawlin-son, the special magistrate, was in the great house the whole time. The meetings used tobe held in Atkinson’s house before the Ist August 1834, and master knew very well, beforeAtkinson went away, that they were held there; master used to quarrel with us all about it.remember when James Williams had a great many days to pay; he had no time then toattend to his ground, and was badly off; he scarce y had any thing to eat, and we wereall obliged to assist him; I believe he had plenty of bread kind at the time he was accusedof stealing yams. The dungeon at Penshurst is a very bad place, and is so damp thatthere is no dry place to lay down; the fowls sleep there when no body is confined, and it isalways filthy with their dirt. When people are to be confined they must sweep it out them-selves, or lay down in the filth.

Monday, 25 September 1837.
Janette Saunders, an apprentice on Orange Valley, sworn.

T remember being sent to the workhouse handcuffed to a very old man; we were takenout of the cage at Brown’s Town. On our way down, I remember seeing a young man inthe pasture at Penshurst, who gave me five oranges; he spoke to the police, and theyallowed me to stop; he then took my bundle off m head, loosed it, and tied up the orangesinit; I did not know the young man ; I have tried to find out his name, butI never coulddo so; he asked me if I knew the place where I was going to; I said, “No ;” he then said,sh pou must keep a bold heart; you will find plenty more there alike yourself; I know whatthat workhouse is, for I have been there myself ;” he then asked me, what I had done to besent there, and I told him. When I got to the workhouse there were plenty of people
154,
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there. I saw a woman with a sucking child, but I don’t know where she came from ; when
she went out to work in the gang she tied the child to her back, and put it under a tree
when she got into the field ; if it rained, she was allowed to stand aside and shelter it with
her penistone cloak. I don’t remember seeing any pregnant women in the workhouse. We
slept every night with the chains on our necks, and our feet in the shackles; the door was
always locked at night, and by dawn of day the driver used to open it to let us out; I never
saw nor heard the driver call any of the women to him for improper purposes. The first
day I was on the mill I got a catting on my back, because I could not keep the step; my
clothes were lashed off by the cat; ‘{ had on a body frock of Osnaburg ; Twas not catted
very severely on the legs; the flogging was laid on by order of the police captain;Ire-
member that one of my hands slipped out of the strap andI hung by the other, while the
mill went round, and knocked against me; the police captain ordered the driver to pull the
other hand down and let me fall, but the driver did not; he took my hand out and let me
down; I never saw any of the other women catted on the wheel, for they kept their step
‘ood.
After coming down from the mill the first time, my stomach pained me so much that I

could not even lay down at night; I was obliged to stand up the whole night with my feet
in the shackles; I was on the mill eight days. Every time that I became very faint and
could not keep the step, Mr. Drake ordered the mill to be stopped, and let me down. This
witness then gave the same account as those who preceded her with respect to the work
in which the prisoners of the workhouse were employed on Sundays, and the food received
by each individual.

Mary James, a Guinea negro, apparentlyabout 60 years of age, very weak and infirm,
an apprentice to Mr. Wallace, of the Farm, sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse, and as I could not dance the mill, Mr. Drake
flogged me himself; the boatswain also flogged me very badly, so badly that I could not
contain my ure; he flogged me on the back till it bled, and when he saw it was so bad,
he took me to the sea to wash it; they made me take off all my upper clothes so as to
leave my back and shoulders quite bare; I danced the mill for six days, twicea day, and
was catted every day.
When I was put on the mill it was impossible for me to keep the step, and I hung by

the straps, and my shins used to be so badly bruised, that Mr. Drake would make me go
to the sea-side to wash them.

I was put to dig cane-holes with the gang, and was chained to another woman.
James Bolt was the driver, who always flogged me; sometimes, when I hung on the

mill and could not keep the step, I would call out, “ Massa, meda go dead, oh! my sto-
mach, oh!” WhenI cried, then Mr. Drake would take off.

Mr. Drake also, when he saw the frum-frum quite bad on the back, he gave me some
oil to oil it.
The flies took my back, and when I got home, some of the negroes saw how it stood,

and said, “ Old woman, your back is fly-blown.”
When in the workhouse I slept every night with the chain round my neck and my feet

in shackles; they gave me so so negro yams to eat with no salt nor fish; I got enough to
fill me; they never gave me any corn; no doctor ever looked at my back when I was in the
workhouse; I got home at night after being let out, and the next day master packed me off
the field, with my raw raw back ; I slept in the path, one night, in my way home from the
workhouse. I knew James Williams; he was in the workhouse at the same time with
myself; when he saw how I was treated, he would say, “ Grandy, keep heart, keep heart;
poor thing! you no go dead in the workhouse; you will live go home.” After I got home,

felt my skin quite weak; master did not take me into the hospital ; I worked along with
the piccaninny mothers and the weakly people. After I got home, turpentine was put to
my back by Amelia Lawrence to take the maggots out, and she bathed my back with warm
water. I continued working in the field until my back got quite well; I did not lay up on
account of it; it was Captain A. Dillon who sentenced me to the workhouse and treadmill,
because I went away about three months.

Mr. John Wallace, part proprietor and attorney of the Farm, sworn.
Mary James has been under my management upwards of 16 years; many times

during that period she has been a runaway for months together; on the occasion to which
she has referred, she was taken up and brought to the property ; from her frequent absence
of this kind, I thought it my duty to bring her before the special magistrate ; a little before
the terminationof slavery she had been absent upwards of six months, and was tried at
the quarter sessions, and sentenced by the court to three months in the workhouse, but
before the expiration of half her sentence, I ha pened to be at the Bay and saw her; she
complained of being sick, and, as I perceived that she was so, I told her that I would endea-
vour to obtain her release, if she would promise to behave better in future; she made the
promise, and I then went to Mr. Drake, the supervisor, for the purpose of ascertaining
whether he had the power to discharge her without the authority of the magistrates; he
said that he had not; I then went to Mr. Cox, the custos, who happened to be on the Bay,
and who was the presiding magistrate when she was convicted, to solicit his interference on
her behalf; the custos said that he did not feel he had the power to order her discharge,
but he advised the supervisor to let her go, and said he would take no notice of the irregu-
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larity. She was immediately let out, but ran away about two months afterwards;when
she returned from the workhouse I did not observe any thing the matter with her back;
he did not complain to me of being sick, nor did I know of her having a sore back till a
long while afterwards; it was cured without my knowledge, as I never was made acquaé.ted
with the circumstance; she is working in the field, and has been put lately to cut grass;
I work my people on the nine-hours system, and give them fish occasionally ; I give them
always the usual Christmas allowance.

Mr. John Clark, formerly an overseer on Knapdale estate, sworn.
Iknew James Williams, and urged his valuation, considering that it ought to take place,

as the legal notice had been given; instead of looking back and not s eaking, I said,
“ Well, James Williams, I am very glad that you are a free man; I shall be saved a great
deal of trouble, and I hope you will behave much better, as a free man, than you have done
as an apprentice.” I had frequently to carry him over to Mr. Senior during his appren-
ticeship to intercede for him when he got into any trouble, and many a time I saved him
from deserved punishment; I had, however, frequent cause to complain of him, as the
horses under his care often trespassed on the Knapdale canes by means of his neglect. I
beg to observe, in reference to the valuation of James Williams, that Mr. Rawlinson
offered no obstruction to it, but only suggested that as Mr. Senior was absent, attending a
sister who was dangerously ill, that it should be postponed for a few days.

 

Tuesday, 26 September 1837,

James Finlayson, formerly an apprentice on Penshurst, but now free by purchase,
sworn.

I knew Henry James, he was an old sawyer, and it was under him that I learnt the trade;
we were going on very well until he got weak and could not manage the saw; | told master,
Mr. Senior, that Henry James was too weak and said, “You had better let him go and watch,
and put Henry Warren to the saw;” master said “ Yes.” We were sawing up at Hill-top,
at a place called the New Ground; Henry James was put to watch a corn-piece, and a few
days after he came to me and thanked me a great deal; he watched the corn-piece for a
long time, and was very attentive. There was no fence at all round it, except some parts
which had a few rails that were tied, and which were constantly breaking down; the cattle
and hogs trespassed there a great deal at night, and master was told of it; master at one
time sent Thomas Brown and Richard Lawrence to help mend the fences, but they left them
half finished, as_ they were called away to another job; the stock still trespassed, and
master brought Henry James before Dr. Thompson, the special magistrate; Henry James
told the magistrate that he could not manage the ground, for it was very large and the stock
broke in on every side, but the doctor ordered him to be catted, and when I came home, as
he was a great friend of mine, 1 went to see him; he told me that he had been shamefully
treated, but he did not mind the flogging so much as the pain he felt in his stomach from
it; he did not go to watch that night, and laid flat on his belly on a piece of board. Next
day he went to his watch; some weeks after, he came and told that every night as he went
to his bed he coughed a great deal, and that whenever he coughed, blood came from him ;
I said, “ You had better go to the hothouse and get something to check it.” He went to
the carpenter’s shop, which was also used as a hothouse, and I saw him there every day;
asked him what they did for him; he said, “Nothing.” He told me that Dr. Tucker had
ordered a blister, but in place of that his mistress, Miss Senior, had sent him some candle-
grease plaster, saying, “ that he must put that on his stomach.” I saw him again next
day, and asked how he was last night; he answered, “ Oh! brother, I will never get better
again ;” he then showed me a cup which held about a pint; it was half filled with blood,
which he said he had brought up during the night. The next day I returned, and he
showed me as much more; in the course of that day master went into the carpenter’s shop,
and said to him, “ What! a’nt you dead yet?” Henry James told me that he wanted to
go to Brown’s Town to see Captain Andrew Dillon; he told me this the same day that I was
to be valued ; he set out before day, taking with him the blood which he had passed the night
before. When he arrived at Brown’s Town he complained to Captain Dillon; master was
present, and said “ that there was nothing the matter with him, and that he had all the
doctor ordered; that Dr. Tucker was not here himself, but would be present at the next
court ;” the magistrate said, “ Do you hear that, old man? go back and come again next
week.” Henry James replied, “ Ah! massa, I don’t know whether I am going to live to
come back again.” He went out, and alittle while after some body ran back to tell us
that he was dead, and that his body was laying by the Jack fruit-tree, near the corner of
the church; I was very much alarmed and ran out to see; the place on which the body was
lying was covered with a great deal of blood, which came from his nose and mouth; he was
an African, and must have been upwards of 60 years of age. .

I knew James Williams, he was not a thief to my knowledge; I do not know any thing
about his having to pay a great number of days ; I did not see the flogging that he got at
Brown’s Town, for I could not bear to go and see it; Mr. Gabbandon, at Brown’s Town,
sawit. I knew Peter William Atkinson’s house, at Penshurst; it was his own house, his
dwelling-house ; he used to sleep in it; I helped him to raise it; we used te live together
at-one time. Atkinson used sometimes to have prayers in his house in the evening; there
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was no bed in the hall; there was a bed-room with a bed in it, but as the room was taken
by wood-ants he moved out of that, and used to sleep in a small room which joined the
house. When we met for prayer we were always over before master’s bed-time; the girls
from the house used to come up to prayer when master was at supper, and go down again
to mind their business before the family went to bed; we never made any noise to disturb
the family; sometimes about 20 persons used to be present at prayer; at others, not more
than half of that number. One of the elder brethren used to commence witha little
rayer ; after that we sung a hymn, which was given out by one of the brethren ; then we

had another prayer and another hymn, and the meeting ended with a prayer; every body
then went away to get their supper, and nobody remained to make a noise. These meet-
ings worked great good in me; they taught me to be honest in my dealings, to speak truth.
at all times, and to do to others asIwould wish them to do to me; they taught me also to
be thankful for all things. I used at one time to take a great deal of my master’s time
without thinking that I was doing any harm, and I used to do many other bad things; re-
ligion told that all this was wrong. I never knew any of our people who would turn their
backs on others because they did not belong to the same church as ourselves;’that would
not be a christian feeling, I am now working for myself, and getting a comfortable liveli-
hood, and I am always ready to helpa fellow-creature who is in want of assistance ; since
I purchased my freedom I lent Peter Atkinson 307. 5s. to buy the balance of his appren-
ticeship, and J have also lent 12/. to Francis Johnson. I have a large family to support ;
there is my wife, myself, five of my wife’s children before marriage, and five of my own
which I got before marriage. Atkinson is now working for himself; he first worked with
me to pay me off the sum I advanced for him, but he was so sickly that I was obliged to
Tet him off; he will pay me when he can, and if he should not be able I don’t mind the
money. I paid 731. 6s. 8d. for my freedom; I have boughtalittle land sinceI was free,
and I have a ground which I work, but still Iam obliged to buy ground provisions, as I
have so many mouths to feed; I have been free two years and a half. I think that the
negroes are generally better off, as apprentices, than they used to be as slaves, for there is
not the same interruption to the acquirement of gospel knowledge that there used to be,
and they have better opportunities to get justice now than they had then.

George Gabbandon, an apprentice to Lincoln plantation, but living in Brown’s Townby
sanction of his owner, sworn.

I remember when James Williams and Adam Brown were flogged at Brown’s Town;
they both of them lay down and complained of their stomach; T'saw them in that situa-
tion and pitied them, and gave them some camphor and water to relieve them; I did not
see them faint, but they complained dreadfully of their stomach.

 

Wednesday, 27 September 1837.

Catherine Bayley, apparently about 15 or 16 years of age, an apprentice to Penshurst,
sworn.

I remember Amelia Lawrence and myself being in the workhouse, about two years ago ;,
I was in for seven days; the women were all locked up in one room at night, with chains
on our necks; our feet were put in shackles. A man by the name of Jenkins came into
the room one night and put improper questions to me,but I would not listen to him; he
stopped some time endeavouring to persuade me to do wrong. Amelia Lawrence heard him
and bawled out; she told the boatswain that she would not allow him to follow me that
way, because my mother had begged her ‘hard to keep me safe; it was the second night
after I went in that Jenkins came to put these questions to me ; I heard him put the same
questions to a girl belonging to Mr. Moncrieff; it was the same night that he came to me;
he asked her first, and as she would not consent, he then came to me. The treadmill did
not hurt my legs, nor was I catted by the boatswain; Mr. Drake came into the field one
day and licked me; other girls as young as myself were in the workhouse, but they were
not put on the mill. I am worked about the house at Penshurst.

Thomas Bayley, an apprentice to Penshurst, sworn.

Catherine Bayley is my daughter, but I do not remember her age; I have heard of the
affair between her and the boatswain at the workhouse, but not from herself, nor from her
mother; I heard it from a strange person.

Mary Jane Kidson, an apprentice to Southfield, sworn.

The day I was sent to the workhouse I went from Lillyfield, but I belong to Southfield;
both places belong to the same owner, and are quite close together ; I was tried at Lillyfield,
and went down the workhouse with James Williams, of Penshurst; we were handcuffed
together; I had a young sucking child, which I carried, tied to my back; I had on my
head a basket containing my baby’s bed and clothes; when I was tired of carrying the
child on my back I begged the police to stop and slack my hand out of the handcuff, so that
I might carry it in my arms; they refused, But allowed me to stop, and I then loosed the
child and rested it on my other arm, and carried it in that manner all the way till Igotto the
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workhouse; I never gave it suck on the road; I asked the police, but they would not allow
me. I was in the workhouse for 10 days and nights, and was put on the mill twice every
day; as I could not keep step when I was first put on the mill, I was flogged by the boat-
swain round the waist; the mill cut my body badly the first day, and it‘bled a good deal;
I was then sent to the sea to wash it; I was not flogged after the first day, asI learnt to
keep the step good. I saw an old woman from the “ Farm,” who was flogged on her back
till it bled ; her back was quite bad; they took her into the yard-and oiled it when it got
quite bad, and before this they used to send her to the sea to wash it; she was not put on the
mill again after her back got so bad as to require oiling, I never saw Mr. Drake himself
flog the old woman; she was sent to the house of correction before me ; she was put on the
treadmill for three or four days after I went in, and then her back got so bad that they were
obliged to oil it; one day the old woman could not dance the mill, and she hungby the
wrists to the straps, and her legs knocked against the board of the wheel; she cried out to
Mr. Drake that she could not keep the step, and she was taken off. We who had children
carried them to the field, tied to our backs, and we were allowed to take it by turns to
suckle them; whenever it rained we were allowed to go out of the rain to shelter them, and
return to work after the rain was over; the women were locked up at nights in a separate
room from the men, and we slept with the chains round our necks, and our feet in the
shackles; no difference was made in this respect with regard to the women who had suck-
ing children ; we were all chained and shackled alike. The door of the room in which we
slept was always opened by the driver early in the morning, who took us out to put us on
the treadmill; I never saw any of the drivers come into the room at night, nor call the
women to them for improper purposes. The other women used to carry water to Mr.
Drake’s house on Sundays and sweep out the yard, but they did not make me do it as my
child was quite young and sucking ; the chain was taken off my neck on the Sundays, and
the collar left on ; the men used on Sundays to carry wood for the workhouse, and grass to
Mr. Drake’s yard. On the morning after we got to the workhouse, James Williams was
catted by the boatswain; I saw him catted myself; he was put on the treadmill imme-
diately, and then sent out to work with the rest of the gang;Iwas in the workhouse two
Sundays, but I did not see any person come to read prayers; there was no matron nor
doctor woman in the workhouse, but there was a doctor man; I remember that the frock
which the old woman from the “ Farm” had on was quite cut up; her back was quite
bare; she had no frock at all over the back ; it was cut up into shreds. One day when I
was in the field it was my turn to give my child suck, but the driver would not allow me to
do so; I had not given it suck in the field for two days before; I complained about the
hardship, and the driver carried me to the busha of the workhouse, who put my two feet
in the stocks, and kept me there till the next day after buckra’s breakfast-time; I was
then sent to the field; I had nothing to eat all the time I was in the stocks.
When I went home the busha ordered me one Monday evening, after drawing off from

work, to go to Lillyfield to be confined in the dark room, and he sent a young man to carry
me there; I told the young man I could not go, for I was wet, and I could not take my
child in the dark room with nothing but my wet clothes on;.on Tuesday the busha sent
for Mr. Rawlinson, and when he came I told him my case, and he committed me again to
the treadmill for 10 days; my child could just creep.

In reply to a question from the court, witness said, 1 told my overseer yesterday that it
was a bundle I carried on my head, but I now recollect that the bundle was in the basket,
and I am quite sure that I had the basket on my head; the police who were carrying us
down stopt at Laughland’s a short time, and brought some grog; they gave James Williams
a drink, and gave mea piece of .bun, which I took with me to the workhouse.

Dr. Samuel Tucher sworn.

Iattend professionally at Penshurst, and was in the habit of seein Henry James; he
complained of his stomach and spitting of blood; at one time he showed mea calabash with
blood in it, which he said he had brought up; his disease was very formidable, his cough
was very severe; I saw him a day or two before his death, but I have no recollection of
seeing him previously to his punishment, nor do I know whether it was before or after his
punishment that he commenced spitting blood. I am ofopinion that his walk from Penshurst
to Brown’s Town was the immediate cause of his:death, but did not see the body ; the body
was not opened ; I should think that Henry James was about 60 years of age.

 

Thursday, 28 September 1837.

Mr. Joseph Isaacs, merchant at Brown’s Town, sworn.

I was called upon to give evidence in the valuation of James Williams; I was asked by
€ magistrates to give evidence ; I said that I very much wanted a boy like him, and that
would give him two dollars per week if he would come to me; I am actually now paying

that sum for a man-servant, and a like sum for a woman-servant; I cannot get a negro
with a good character for a less amount; I did not hire James Williams when he applied
to me after being valued, as I heard that he was a bad character, and was always carrying
his master before the magistrates; I also heard that he was a thief, and as I had silver
plate about my house, I told him that I did not want him; I told him that the servant I
then had had brought me a character before I would hire him. When James Williams
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came to me, I told him that I did not want him, but I did not give him any reason; I wag
in the habit of attending the special magistrates’ courts, and I saw Williams brought Up on
various complaints, by Mr. Senior; I have not seen him flogged here more than once to
my knowledge; I do not remember his being sent to the treadmill. I know that before
the Abolition Act Mr. Senior’s people were ina state of mere nominal restraint, and I was
of opinion that, after the passing of the Act, Mr. Senior might have pushed them, and b
that means they were frequently brought here and complained against; I therefore thought
that Williams might not have been altogether a bad boy; I don’t think that it wes more
than three or four days after his valuation that James Williams came to me and offered hig
services;my opinion of him was altered about two or three hours after his valuation. Some-
body said “ Are you going to hire that boy?” Isaid “ Yes;” I was then advised not to
hire him, as he was a thief. WhenI offered him two dollars per week, I told him that [
would give him occasionally a suit of clothes, a hat, and a couple pairs of shoes ever
year, and more too if he required it; and, besides that, I would give him any little thing
from the table; that the other servant whom I had was getting that, and he should get the
same; I always looked upon him as a fine intelligent boy, and never had any doubt of his
character until after receiving the information I did after his valuation. Ithink that the
person who gave me this information had a better knowledge of his character than I could
possibly have ; I was very much in want of a servant at the time, and was considerably put
to; if | had thought Williams of a bad character I should not have put any value whatever
upon him. WhenI gave evidence as to his valuation I was under the impression that he
was a very honest and good boy; it was only after the information whichI received that I
was induced to change my opinion of him.

Friday, 29 September 1837.

Margaret Jane Campbell, a Sambo non-pradial apprentice to Miss Ford, of Rio Bueno,
about 18 years of age, sworn,

I was once hired to Mr. Chrystie, the saddler, at Saint Ann’s Bay; I remember being
sent to the house of correction; I knew a young man there named James Williams, but
I don’t know where he belonged to; I was in for ten days, and danced the mill twice a day;
I could not keep the step at first, and they flogged me on my feet the first day veryseverely,
(The witness here showed her shins, on which were marks of what must have been two
dreadful sores.) My shins were very badly bruised by the mill; after I came off the mill
my stomach hurt me a great deal, and it continued to hurt me for a long time afterwards;
my stomach never pained me before I was sent to the treadmill. Mr. Drake often came to the
workhouse when we were on the mill, and quarrelled with the boatswain for not making
it go fast; he told him to flog the people when they would not dance quick; I was sent
to the workhouse because Mr. Chrystie sent me to buy a bottle of castor oil; I bought the
oil, and the bottle broke as I was going home; I went home and told him of the accident,
but I did not carry the broken bottle to show him; Mr. Chrystie told me that I must go
and bring the oil or the money, and I then ran away for four days. When I returned home
I was brought before the magistrate, who sentenced me to the treadmill for ten days; there
were some women there from Draxhall; one of them was pregnant; she was not put on
the mill ; I never saw any pregnant women from Draxhall on the mill; I went out of the
workhouse before James Williams. I knew a girl named Mary Murray, in the workhouse ;
she belongs to Serville. I sawa woman named Elizabeth"Mason on the treadmill, she
came from Mount Carmel; she never could keep step on the treadmill at all, and always
hung by her hands; she used to scream, and make a great noise when she hung on the
mill; she was flogged on the feet to make her get the step, but she still hung, and the mill
going round bruised her shins quite bad; every day she was put on, and received the same
flogging and treatment; she had a young child with her. I don’t remember the name of
the boatswain who flogged me; my legs were hurt very badly the day I was first put on,
and got worse and worse by being put constantly on the mill at working hours. No white
doctor ever saw me, neither was I seen by any doctor man or doctor woman; noperson
ever told me what to do with my legs, nor was any thing done to them till I went home; I
was not even allowed to go to the sea-side to wash them. I knew Major Light, he was the
special magistrate who tried me, I used to see him very often; I heard that he was not a
sober man, but I never saw him drunk, nor did I ever see him at the workhouse. Mr.
Chrystie came to the workhouse about a week after I was in; he said that he came to see
me put on the mill; I showed him my legs, and he said that he had nothing to do with it; that
they must put me on the mill; that he came on purpose to see me worked on it, and hoped
that my feet may be so cut up as to make me wish never to go on it again; he and the
boatswain and Mr. Jenkins then had a long talk together ; he stopped the whole time that
the mill was working; while he was there a woman from Draxhall hung on by the straps
the whole time; she had her legs dreadfully cut up; she screamed a great deal, and cried
for her stomach ; nobody was flogged on the mill the day Mr. Chrystie was there.

I never saw Mr, Hylton, the clerk of the peace, come to the workhouse while I was there,
but I have heard people say that he used to do so, and that he always kept them on very
long; it was the common talk, but I can’t remember who it was that told me; I am certain
that there was not any matron or doctor woman at the workhouse; I don’t know if there
were any at the jail. Several of the townspeople used to come in the evening to see the
mill going; they used to stop outside and see the mill at work ; the door of the millhouse

was
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was kept open; the persons who used to come were principally negroes; I never saw any
of the gentlemen of the town, or any of the magistrates belonging to the parish come to the
workhouse; I never saw any of the drivers wishing to take improper liberties with the
women, nor did I ever hear any of them say so; James Williams used to call after me, and
tell me to keep the step good, that I must not put my feet too far in on the treads, butjust on
the edge; he always worked next to me on the mill; when I came off the first day he
showed me himself how I was to put my feet on, so that they might not get cut. I did not
know James Williams before I saw him that time in the workhouse; I never saw any parson
come to the workhouse while I was there, but I was told that some time ago parson
Johnson used to attend there. I am now at home with my mistress, and go either to
church or chapel every Sunday.

Eliza Nathan, an apprentice to Mount Carmel, sworn.

I remember being sent to St. Ann’s Bay workhouse, there were plenty of persons in at
the time; there were two men there from Penshurst; I was in the workhouse for ten days;
I was pregnant at the time with the child I nowhave in my arms; I was three months in
the family way, but I did not tell either the magistrate or the busha. A woman by the
name of Eliza Watson was in the workhouse with me, she belonged to Mount Carmel also,
she had a pickaninny with her. I did not know James Williams. I was put on the tread-
mill twice aday. Before I was taken to Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town, for trial, I was
ut into a dungeon, and confined there for five nights ; when I was going to Brown’s Town
was taken out of the dungeon, and was not even allowed to go to my hut to get a suit of

clean clothes to bring with me; I came down here quite dirty, and my sister, who was in
the market, went aside, and took off her own clean shift, which she gave to me to puton. I
was taken to the workhouse by the police, four of us went at the same time in charge
of three policemen; we reached St. Ann’s Bay workhouse about six o’clock in the
evening, this was on a Saturday; on Monday morning they put me on the treadmill; I
kept the step very well when I was first put on, but when the mill turned hardI felt very
faintish, and my knees got very weak, but still I kept on; we were sent to work in the field
after being put upon the treadmill in the morning, and when we retumed in the evening we
were put on again. The edge of the steps of the mill always cut my shins; wheneverI
got tired on the mill, and cried out, Mr. Jenkins used to flog me with the whip, but he did
not hurt me a great deal; I was quite sick in the workhouse in consequence of being in
the family way, and was put in the hothouse for three days; Mr. Drake and Mr. Jenkins
ordered physic for me. A doctor came to see me, and the doctor-man gave me physic;
the doctor came to the workhouse two days while I was there, and saw me. There was no
female in the workhouse to attend to the women; I was not sick when I came out of the
workhouse ; I went to my work, and kept at it until the week before Christmas; I was then
near my time, and I went to the busha to ask for a month to sit down, but he refused
to give it tome; my child was born on the new-year’s day; I stated whatI wanted to
do; I wanted to pick oil nuts to make oil for burning after my delivery; the busha then
ordered me to be locked up in a dungeon, and sent for the magistrate; when themagis-
trate, Mr. Rawlinson came, he boxed me all about my jaws and head, and put me again in
the dungeon; he boxed me with a paper book which he had in his hand. When Mr. Raw-
linson and the busha go into the house together, if the apprentice has ever so much right,
he is not allowed to speak. On my return from the workhouse, the time I was there, I was
made to pay back ten days toestate. The day the magistrate boxed me was about a week
before Christmas ; I was put by the busha into the dungeon on Saturday morning, and
was taken out on a Monday.

Note.—By the magistrates’ return, it appeared that the above-mentioned witness was
committed to the house of correction on 23d April 1836,

Monday, 2 October 1837.

Peter William Atkinson recalled; sworn.

When James Williams and Adam Brown were put in the dungeon at Knapdale, they were
put in one of the bottom dungeons at the works; they were put in separate dungeons, and
the bottoms of the dungeons were very swampy; Mr. Patterson kept the keys of the dun-
geons, and came to open the doors in the morning; I was the person who carried the foodthe whole ten days that they were in the dungeon.

Mr. William Codnor, proprietor of Newhope Pen, sworn.
Maria Henderson was sent to the house of correction the latter end of March 1835, and@ woman named Peggy was sent there also on the 28th May 1835. From the 4th ofOctober 1834 to the 7th May 1835, she absented at four different periods about 196 days ;Maria Henderson went to St. Ann’s Bay to see a man in the workhouse, whom she hadformed a connexion with, and on her return reported to the people on the property thedeath of Peggy in the workhouse; I never inquired into the circumstances of the death; ifThad been told that one of my horses had died, should certainly have inquired as to howit came to its death; Peggy was sentenced to the workhouse by Mr, Rawlinson; she was
144, sent
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sent there on the 27th May 1835, to remain there for one month, and be put on the tread.
mill five minutes each day; no communication whatever was made to me from the work-
house of the death of the woman; nor have I, to this day, learnt any thing connected with
her death but from loose reports ; she was in the habit of eatingfrecoal, but broke herself
off the habit about two or three years before she was sent to the house of correction.

Maria Henderson or Anderson recalled ; sworn.

When Iwas at St. Ann's Bay workhouse, a woman living on the bay used to behave
very kind to m3; after being at home about three months, I went to the bay and paid her a
visit; I also went to the workhouse to tell Peggy how d’ye ; whenI got there, the driver and
boatswain told me that she was dead ; Martin Brown told me that the first day she wasput
on the mill, the blood gushed out of her nose and mouth; that they stopped the mill and
took her off, and she was never put on again from that time until the day of her death,
which he said was two days before the day I went to inquire after her; he did not say that
she could not keep the step and hung on the mill, but that she was not able from the first
to work on the mill; she was a sickly woman, and troubled with pains in the stomach before
she was sent to the house of correction.

Edward Gabbedon, constable on New Hope, sworn.

Tremember Maria Anderson’s coming from the workhouse, as well as Peggy’s going
there; Maria went some time after to St. Ann’s Bay, and came back with the news of
Peggy’s death: I did not hear the cause of her death stated, nor did I make any inquiry;
she was a young woman, and I am told that she used to eat dirt, which made hervery
sickly; I can’t say whether she complained of her stomach before being sent to the work-
house; she was always fed from the house, and master therefore claimed a part of her own
time; she had no grounds, and had nothing to do but sweep the yard on Saturdays, and
feed the hogs.

Maria Henderson or Anderson recalled.

I remember that some apprentices were passing by, one Friday, from Hylton Hill; they
had the half Friday, and stopped where we were working; we said to ourselves, “Every
body’s negroes have the half Friday except us.” Master heard it, and said, “Shut your
mouths, women ; I have my eyes upon two or three of you.” When he said that, the appren-
tices would not be silent, but kept on talking; master then desired the head constable,
Richard Johnson, to take myself and Clemence Brodie and put us into the dungeon ; just
as we were going, another gentleman came up and told master that the head constable was
laughing and upholding us; master then sent for the head constable, and put him in the
bilboes; the second constable, Cupid Williams, then took charge of us and carried us to
the dungeon, where we were locked up; this was on Friday ; we were let out nextmorning
after breakfast; on the Thursday following, Mr. Rawlinson came up, and we were brought
before him; he ordered me to fourteen days’ hard labour in the house of correction, and
Clemence Brodie, who had a young child, about three months old, he ordered to be locked
up for ten nights in the dungeon ; he ordered Richard Johnson to be called and broken from
being a head constable.

r. Codnor said, “ I have been working on the nine-hours system, but in consequence of
the general bad conduct of my people, by way of punishment, I adopted the eight-hours

system. On Friday, the 27th March 1835, I rode out to where the people were working on
the road, and while there, about eleven o’clock, the Mount Edgecomb negroes passed by;
the Newhope men had just taken up a turn of stones, and the women were in the act of
doing so, but when they saw the Mount Edgecomb people passing, they called out, “ Massa
negroes, you have the half Friday; it is we who are killed; it is we who are punished; we
don’t get half Friday ;” they then broke out in a very noisy and violent manner; Maria
Henderson and Clemence Brodie were the most conspicuous; I threatened to make the
constable lock them up unless they ceased, and told them that I would send for Mr. Raw-
linson; they then became more clamorous; I ordered Cupid Williams, the constable, to
take Maria Henderson and Clemence Brodie while they were making a noise ; Mr. William
Fairweather and Mr. Walcott rode up to where I was, and Mr. Walcott said, “ What the
devil is the matter here; you seem to have your people in a state of rebellion.” I then
mentioned the cause, and Mr. Walcott observed, “ Your men are worse than the women, or
equally bad ;” Richard Johnson was one of the most conspicuous among the men, instead of
endeavouring, as he ought to have done, to make peace; I should have ordered him to be
locked up had he not been in charge of the gang; I, however, had him locked up at shell-
blow, and sent for Mr. Rawlinson, who was not to be found 3 I let them all out at eight
o’clock next morning; when Mr. Rawlinson visited the roperty, they were tried and sen-
tenced by him, as stated by Maria Henderson; Richard Johnson was sentenced to beflogged
at Brown’s Town, and his sentence was carried into execution by the police, I believe.

George Shuttleworth, a constable on New Hope, sworn,
I carried Peggy to the house of correction; she was neither hearty nor strong; we setaway about day-light, and we got to St. Ann’s in the evening about sun-down: if she hadbeen hearty and strong we would have got down about 12 o’clock mid-day; she was a very

weakly, disabled woman, and had a big swelled foot; she complained all the way abouta
| pain
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ain in the stomach, end coald scarcely walk; when she got into the boatswain’s yard, she
was so sick that the boatswain said they could not keep her in; they told me to take
her to Mr. Drake ; I did so, and he desired me to go back with her to the house of correc.
tion, and desire one of the boatswains to lock her up in a room by herself; I then
carried her, gave her in charge and went away. When I got home in the morning, master
asked if I saw how she danced on the treadmill; I told him that I did not see, as it was
late when I got down. I never heard any thing again of Pe. until Maria Hend
came up with the report of her death. 6% eBy enuerson

Thomas Tulloch, an apprentice on Retreat Pen, sworn.
Peggy came to the workhouse a few days after I was in; she was a weakly woman andhad a swelled leg; all her {ce and skin were puffed; I did not see her on ‘the treadmill,

nor did I ever talk to her; after I went away from the workhouse, I remember hearing of
her death, but I can’t recollect who it was that told me of it; 1 was in the workhouse
myself for two weeks.

Eliza Watson, an apprentice to Mount Carmel (called Eliza Mason, of Mount Campbell,
in James Williams’s narrative), sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse at St. Ann’s; I was put on the treadmill ;
while on the mill my shins were much cut up, and when I missed the step, Mr. Drake and
Mr. Jenkins flogged me on my back; they flogged me very hard, andwhen | got home I was
very sick from it; when I was on the mill I could not keep step, and I hung by my hands,

andthe mill went round quite quick and knocked against my shins and cut them ; [kept
on hanging all the time till it was time to stop the mill, and it was only then that I was
taken down; I was flogged on my legs as well as my back ; I knew James Williams, he
and I were in the workhouse together ; I was put in for 10 days, and was put on the mill once
every day, in the morning; Mr. Rawlinson sentenced me to be put on twice a day, but I was
only worked once a day, as I had a young sucking child in my arms; this was just before
Christmas 1886 ; Eliza Nathan, from Mount Carmel, was in the workhouse before me 3 she
was pregnant when she went in, quite young with child, and had her shins cut up also.

Maria Greaves and Mary Brown, apprentices to Hyde Park estate, were sworn,
and said,

That they were some time ago in the St. Ann’s house of correction and were sent to work
in the field with the penal gang; that James Thomas, the driver, often made proposals to
them of an improper nature ; that he put them on one side by themselves to work, and then
he would come and endeavour to persuade them to consent to his wishes; on the last day
that they had to remain in, they were put aside to work by themselves, and as they knew
why they were placed by themselves, they looked very sulky; James Thomson came up to
them and repeated his requests to Mary Brown, but as she looked very cross at him and
refused to listen to him, he ordered both of them to go and work with the rest of thegang.
Maria Greaves and Mary Brown said that they were both chained together,

 

Tuesday, 3 October 1837.

Julian Morison, an apprentice to Dornock, sworn.
Iwas sent some time ago to the workhouse and was put on the treadmill; the field-

driver persuaded me to consent to his wishes, and I did so three times; I used on these
occasions to go to his room, and remained with him during the whole of the night; his name
is Thomas Aikin; in consequence of my consenting to his wishes he made a difference of
my work in the field. This witness, on being asked why she consented to the desires

of the driver, said, “I was afraid if I did not go, that he would punish me.” She subsequently
gud hat she was placed on the mill twice a day, and that her shins were bruised only the
rst day.

 

The Examination of the Rev. John Clarke, Baptist Missionary, taken at.Brown’s Town,
in the parish of St. Ann’s.

Wednesday, 5 October 1837.
Question by the Court.] A reference having been made tomeetings for prayer, held by

negroes on some properties in this neighhourhood, be good enough to inform us what youknow of such meetin s, and how they are conducted ?— Answer. On many of the propertiesWhere there are individuals attending the chapel of which I am the minister, a class is formedConsisting of those who lead a moral life, and are desirous of obtaining religious instruction.
To each ofthese personsa ticket is given, and their names are entered in a book kept for the
Purpose. _ A person is selected or recognized by me to conduct the meetings of the class,and from time to time to report on the conduct of those composing it. If any are found tohave been guilty of immorality or improper conduct, their names are erased from the book,and they are requested to return their tickets. On some properties the clagses meet once 2
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week, on others two or threetimes, in the largest or most convenientof the cottages which can
be procured for the purpose. The strictest injunctions are given that such meetings be con-
ducted in a quiet, orderly manner ; that they be broken up at an early hour ; that especial care
be taken to avoid disturbing the inmates of the great house ; and these directions, I believe, are
carefully attended to. The meetings are solely for religious purposes; two or three hymns are
sung ; the Scriptures are read ; prayer is offered; and inquiries made to the christian consistency
of the members of the class. The friends and neighbours of those belonging to the class
are permitted to attend the meetings, or indeed any one who may have the desire.

6G. What number of persons generally compose your congregation?—A. My general
congregation consists of nearly 1,000 persons; there are 300 or 400 besides, who cannot
obtain admission inside the chapel, and are obliged to remainpartly in the school and part}
on the steps and about the premises. There are about 300 children who attend the sabbat
school, and about the same number of adults. About 400 or 500 Testaments have been dis~
tributed since the commencement of 1835, to those who are capable ofreading them.

Q. What is the general appearance of your congregation ?—A. The greater part are well
dressed, and their general appearance is that of health and comfort,

Q. What appears to you to be the general means of which they are possessed ?—A, [
have every reason to believe that, with some exception, they are industrious, and that, when
the seasons are favourable, their grounds are so productive as to enable them to be com-
fortable themselves, generous and attentive to those who are in distress and in sickness,
and liberal in their subscriptions towards assisting the payment of the debt incurred in the
erection of this chapel. Since the opening of the chapel in May 1836, upwards of 1,000 J,
have been subscribed by the apprentices.
The Rev. John Clarke said, in reference to JamesWilliams,—Mr. Sturge saw James Wil-

liams here ; he had some conversation with him, and requested that I would purchase his
freedom for him ; he came here in consequence of a message having been sent to Penshurst
by James Finlayson, at my request, informing the people that two gentlemen were here who
were desirous of knowing how the apprentices were treated. Mr. Sturge, after hearing his
statement, requested me to purchase the remaining term of his apprenticeship; I asked him
the several questions stated by him in the narrative, and he promised, on my advancing the
money, to work hard and try to pay me back. Mr. Rawlinson made some hesitation to value,
in consequence of the absence of the master, Mr. Senior, but on my representing to Mr.
Rawlinson that it was a matter of great importance that the boy should be valued that day,
and,indeed, could admit of no delay, the valuation was proceeded with, and, after the payment
ofthe money,I told him that he must go to Spanish Town or Kingston to Mr. Sturge, as he
wished to take him to England, and would take good care of him. I previously inquired
whether he would like to go to England, and he immediately assented, and expressed a
great deal of pleasure at the idea of going.

Abraham Isaacs, Esq., Justice of the Peace for the parish of St. Ann’s, sworn.

I was one of the justices who valued James Williams, and I am certain that James
Williams would not have been valued at so high a rate but for the evidence of Mr. Joseph
Isaacs; my usual mode of valuing domestics of that description was 10s. per week,
deducting therefrom one-third for casualties and contingencies, leaving the net sum of
6s. 8d.
 

Note.—Before the commissioners left the neighbourhood of Brown’s Town, they made it
theirdutyto ride over to Knapdale to inspect the dungeons on that property; the cells in which
James Williams and Adam Brown were confined were found to be exactly six feet square, and
in height about 12 feet. Although not now observed to be damp, yet, having been but just
completed at the time of James Williams and Adam Brown’s incarceration, and being from
their situation totally excluded from the influence of the sun, it is impossible that, with the
strong masonry with which they are built, they could have been otherwise than damp. In
each of these cells is one narrow and indirect opening for the admission of air; there is con-
sequently no ventilation whatever. When, in connexion with this fact, it is also remarked
that nature’s relief was allowed to accumulate during nearly if not the whole period of 10
days and nights, it may be almost a matter of surprise that human life was sustained for
that long period under such revolting circumstances. The commissioners inspected also
the dungeon at Penshurst, which they found about seven feet square and not deficient in
ventilation ; it is, however, so low that a person of ordinary size must be denied in it even
the slight but natural alleviation of an erect posture.

 

St. Ann’s Bay, Thursday, 5 October 1837,

George Gordon, Esq., General Magistrate, and John Daughtrey, Esq., Special Magistrate,
removed their Court to this place, where the investigation was continued.

_ The commission and other documents having been published as before, the commis-
sioners repaired to the house of correction, and made a minute observation of the state of
that institution, the result of which will be detailed at length in the report of the proceed-
ings of the commissioners in this town. The commissioners were put in possession ieMe
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books and papers relative to the discipline of the house of correction, and were subse-
quently afforded every opportunity, at the office of the clerk of the peace, to obtain what-
ever information they required. His honour the custos was apprized, during the day, of the
arrival of the commissioners for the purpose of prosecuting their inquiries. Various persons
were summoned to attend the court on the following day, and a requisition was sent to the
officer in charge of the police station at Wakefield for a corporal and three privates to act as
messengers.
 

Friday, 6 October 1837.

James Brown, head constable on Draxhall, sworn.

I knew Elizabeth Bartley; she was carried before Mr. Sowley to be tried for not doing
her work so as to keep up with the gang in the field, and for turning out late; when she
was tried, I told the overseer and the magistrate that she was with child; they made no
answer, and the magistrate sentenced her to dance the treadmill four days; when she
returned her legs were not cut, nor did she say to me that she had been catted while on the
wheel; she looked sickly on her return, as she had been put on the wheel in a state of
pregnancy; many of the people who were sent fromDraxhall to the treadmill were severely
cut upon the shins, several of them were cut like Lavinia Reynolds, who is brought down
this day for the purpose of showing her wounds; it was Major Light who sent her to the
workhouse; she went in about March, and her foot has never been well since ; the men
who were sent to the workhouse returned home with backs much cut up from the whip;
some of them would go to their work on their return, and some would be obliged to go to
the hothouse; but those who went to their work could never keep up their row, as they
used to complain much about their shoulders being cramped; I have often seen Major
Light trying people at Draxhall, he could scarcely ever write the paper to send the
people to the workhouse.

Guestion. Did you ever see Major Light in a state of intoxication ?—~Answer. He was
scarcely ever sober.
Q. What magistrate succeeded Major Light, and how do the people behave under him?

—A. Thepeople behave much better now, because there is not so much punishment as in
Major Light’s time; they have confidence in Captain Reynolds, who always gives thema fair
trial and good advice; the people are worked on the eight hour system; as I have not a
watch, I cannot say whether we have been worked more than the eight hours; but, during the
last week, we have been drawn offrather earlier than usual;we do not get herrings regularly,
sometimes we are two months without them; we know that we can’t claim them now as &
right, and therefore we don’t think hard when we don’t get them; I was present on two
occasions when Major Light tried the people; one of those occasions was after dinner, and
he was so tipsy that he was obliged to hold his head over the papers he then asked busha
what to do, and busha told him what to write ; two of the book-keepers were present ; one
day Major Light was so drunk that he fell off the step; one reason why the people are
more satisfied now is, that Captain Reynolds does not visit the busha’s house.

Mr. James Larchin Miller, book-keeper on Draxhall, sworn.

Tam a book-keeper at Draxhall, and attend the people in the field; we work on the
eight hour system; the list is called-at 20 minutes to seven o’clock; some of the people
turn out regularly, but others do not come into the field till a quarter of an hour after the
time; they are given an hour for breakfast, and generally take a quarter of an hour more;
they have field-cooks; they are given two hours for dinner, and they take a half hour
more; until within the last week they have been drawn off at about a quarter. of six in the
evening; for the last week they have been drawn off at a quarter after five, by which time
those who have turned out early have completed their eight hours, and those who turned out
late and lost time have been noted, to be brought up before the special magistrate.—In reply
to a question from the court, Mr. Miller said, that, previous to this last arrangement, those who
turned out early were drawn off as soon as they had completed their eight hours, and those
who turned out late were kept in the field until they completed their time, but on such occa-
sions they did but little or no work; the most distant cane-piece is about a mile anda half
from the farthest corner of the negro-houses.—This witness, in continuation, said, Mary
Ann Shaw and Eleanor Howell were in the workhouse before I went to the property;
have therefore no knowledge of the state in which they returned, nor of the fact that they
they were so lame as to be put into a truck by Mr. Drake to be sent home; there is not so
much punishment now as in Major Light’s time; he was alwaysalittle in jiquor, but never
80 much as not to be able to do his duty and write his name; I never saw him what may
be called sober, he was generally betwixt and between ; when holding his court, he always
gave as patient and as fulla hearing to the apprentice as to the employer; the Draxhall
negroes have never been worked on the nine hour system since I have been there, andI
believe that the eight hour system is common among the estates in this neighbourhood.

Samuel Pink, head carpenter, and a constable to Draxhall estate, sworn.

T remember Elizabeth Bartley being tried by Mr. Sowley; I was present, and heard
James Brown tell the magistrate and overseer that she was with child; she was tried for
turning out late and not keeping up with the gang, she could not do so because she was
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; those women who returned from the workhouse with their knees cut up from the
JAMAICA, eerill enerally went into the hospital for four or five weeks ; when Mary Ann Shaw and

~~ Eleanor Howell returned from the workhouse, they told me that as they could not walk
they were put inio a cart belonging to Roaring River by Mr. Drake, and were taken out
at Draxhall gate, where the road turns into the works; they were put into the hothouse,
and I went in and saw their legs terribly cut up, they were quite bad; they were upwards
of a month in the hothouse before they were well enough to come out; another woman,
named Lavinia Reynolds, got very much damaged on the shins; she has been in the hot-
house for five months since her return from the workhouse, and is still there; she was tried
for quitting the hothouse frequently; she was in at that time with a sore toe; her shin is
very bad now, and at one time the wound was so bad on it that I saw the bone, the whole of
the skin was in one sore, and I began to think that it wouldhave been necessary to cut the
leg off; Dr. Bailey is the doctor for theproperty,but I can’t say if he ever did any thing for
Lavinia Reynolds;Major Light was the special magistrate who sent Lavinia Reynolds to the
house of correction ; he was a man who was scarcely ever sober 3 he drank too much spirits,
and used to commence very early in the morning; I have seen him at his business between
nine and ten o’clock in the morning quite tipsy; I have seen him so bad that way that
he could not sit down in his own chaise; I have seen him at Draxhall going away, after
he had done his duty, so tipsy that his servant was obliged to hold him in his chaise; he
never allowed the apprentices to have much to say for themselves before he committed them;
at the offset, when the new law first set in, the people were very ignorant and unruly, but
within this year they have begun to behave alittle better 3 this has been since the new
magistrate, Captain Reynolds, came; he gives them much satisfaction ; Mr. Sowley was the
magistrate before Major Light; he used to flog the people very hard.

Solomon Cohen, proprietor of Coolshade, sworn.

Iknew Major Light, and am aware that he used to be frequently intoxicated; he has
come toCoolehade, in his capacity as a magistrate, in sucha state that, even if I had had
complaints, 1 would not have brought the people before him, as I did not consider him in a
fit state to trythem. .

Lavinia Reynolds, an apprentice to Draxhall, after exhibiting her leg with a very
bad sore, was sworn.

T was in the hothouse with a sore toe; one Wednesday morning the doctor-man
ordered me out to sweep the yard ; J told him my breakfast was on the fire, and he ordered
me directly into the dark room; he complained of me to the busha, who sent off forMajor
Light; he came in the afternoon, and I was brought up and tried, and on the evidence of
the doctor-man, Jones M‘Farlane, was convicted and sentenced to the house of correction ;
I was carried down on the Wednesday night and put on the treadmill the next morning ; when
I went in the evening I was locked up in adark room, the room was very dark; when I wasut on the treadmill my toe was still bad, and, as I knocked my shins against the mill,Arr. Drake took a cat with his own hands and flogged me on the eet; on Tuesday eveningI was taken ill with fever, and I told Mr. Drake the next morning that I had fever, but hedid not take any notice of me, and still put me on the mill; they never flogged me afterthe first time ; every time I went on the mill I knocked my shins; the day that Mr. Drakelicked me with the cat he licked me on the bruises, and that made the shins so bad ; whenhe put me on the mill he took a handkerchief off my head and tied my clothes up above myknees ; I was kept the whole of the first week on the mill, as Mr. Drake would not believethat Iwas sick; Dr. Bailey did nut see me at the workhouse, nor any other doctor whileI was there; the second week I was very sick ; on the Monday of the second week I spoketo Mr. Drake, and told him that I was sick, I couldn’t help myself; he said he did notcare, and that I should go on the mill; he did not care whether I broke my shins or not;he put me on the mill on that Monday, and I was so weak that I couldn’t keep ste » buthung on it; it was going very fast, and bruised the shin so much as to make it Plee ; thenext morning Mr. Drake said he would not bother with me again, and locked me up in thedark room;I was kept in that dark room the whole of the two weeks that I was in the work-house, except when they took me out to put me on the treadmill; I used to be let out alittle in day-time to wash the sore; the morning that Mr. Drake was flogging me on themill, he flogged all the other people who could not kee step, and tied all the other women’sclothes the same way as mine; to the boatswain and others standin below, our persons‘must have been indecently exposed ; from the time I have been out, I have been in the hot-house till now (near five months); Dr. Baile , the doctor of Draxhall, has seen thefoot, but never told me what to do with it; Idon't know whether he gave any directionsto the doctor-man; I have been washing the foot and putting leaves on it,

Mr. Richard Watts, overseer on Seville estate, sworn.
T remember Mary Murray being sent to the workhouse, about the 20th December last;I do not remember any particular circumstance happening at the trial, which took placebefore Major Light; one of the constables might have been present; she was tried for run-ming away; I am not sure, but I believe I wrote the committal, and read it to Major Light,who signed it; I wrote the committal at his request, as he was a nervous man, andread itover to him; he appeared as if he had been exceeding the day before; he had not taken

any
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any thing to drink that morning on the estate; Mary Murray was the only woman on the
roperty who had been sent to the workhouse for punishment; the people on the propert

Fehave very well, and have done so since I have been on the property; they cetfish
regularly ; { have been on the property about two years; we work on the eight hours
system. .
y Mary Ann Shaw, an apprentice to Draxhall estate, sworn.

Iremember being sent to the house of correction; I was sent ona charge of quitting
spell; I was put on the treadmill twicea day, and when I could not keep the step, Mr.
Drake made Thomas White, the boatswain, cut me on the legs; I was very badly cut up;
on the fifth day I was very bad, and I hung on the mill, but they would not take us down
until the time was over; I had fever on me three days, and I told Mr. Drake, but he said,“They have sent you down to dance the treadmill, and you must dance it.” Every day
when we were on the mill they flogged us, and made us tie our clothes up so high that our
ersons were very indecently exposed; when the time came for us to go out we could not

walk; I thought I should have died, as I was so very bad; I could not stand up atall, both
my legs were swelled all the way up to the hip, and if it had not been for the attention of a
doctor-woman, named Eliza Beckford, on Draxhall, both Catherine James and myself must
have died; when our time was up, Mr. Drake told us that he sent to let the busha know
that he must send a cart for us, as we could not walk, and that busha said he would not send
the cart for us, as he did not care whether we died or not. One day the Roaring. River
wain came down with bread kind for the people, and Mr. Drake got the cartman to put us
on it, and carry us home; the cartman dropped us at Draxhall-gate, and we lay down there,
until the Draxhall cart passing by, on its return from carrying sugar to the bay, we were
taken up and carried to the hospital; Dr. Nicholl came to the hothouse, and told us
what to do with the legs; after being in the hothouse about two weeks, and got a little
better, busha turned us out to work; when in the workhouse, and on the mill, I néver saw
any white gentlemen come there except Mr. Sowley, the special magistrate, who examined
Catherine James and myself, and saw how we were mashed up; Mr. Drake it was who sent
for him to show him our legs, and the state they were in, and when he saw them he said that
we deserved more than that; I was never brought up before Major Light, nor punished
since then.

Eleanor Howell, an apprentice to Draxhall estate, sworn.

Iremember being sent to the workhouse and put on the treadmill; I was well mashed
up ; that is, my shins were mashed ” ; when the legs were mashed by the mill, and I could
not keep the step, particularly as I was troubled with a shortness of breath, Mr. Drake
ordered the man who acted as boatswain to flog me with a cat; I was cut up on my back
and my feet; I was put on the treadmill twice every day for three days; every God’s send
day that 1 was put on the mill, it bruised my knees, and as I hung on it, from inability to
keep the step, it cut my shins dreadfully;when I called out for “ mercy,” Mr. Drake said,
“No mercy is here: you should have looked for mercy at Draxhall before you came here.”
When I came off the mill, they locked me up in a dark room with two other women, and
‘Kept us there until we weretaken out to dance the treadmill again; when the three days
expired, I was sent out of the workhouse, but I could not stand; busha sent a man down
for me, he was my brother-in-law, and when he found that I could not walk, he took me on
his shoulders and carried me home; I was taken to my own house, and the foot was ve
bad ; I remained in the house three weeks, and after that I went to the hospital, but busha
would not take me in, and ordered me to go the field to work; no white doctor ever
attended my foot in the workhouse, but a man named Sammy used to dress it with oil to
make it moist; when on the treadmill, Mr. Drake always made Romeo, the boatswain, tie
my clothes up above the knees.

Elizabeth Bartley, an apprentice to Draxhall estate, sworn.

I was tried some time ago, and sent to the treadmill; the first time I went on I did very
well, but afterwards, as I was in the family way, I could not keep the step, and when I could
not keep it from weakness, I begged Mr. Drake, and told him, “ Massa, I can’t keep up,
I amin the family way ;” instead of letting me off, he ordered Thomas White to flog me
with a cat. Thomas White flogged me on my shoulder, my feet and my rump; I told him
often that I was in the family way, and he said, “If you had done good, busha would not
have sent you here.” Before putting me on the mill, my clothes were tied up very high,
and any body standing up below could observe how I was exposed; when 1 was ‘tried at
Draxhall, I did not tell the magistrate that I was pregnant, but James Brown said that I
was; I don’t know whether the magistrate heard hin On Sundays! was locked up, but
did not have the collar and chain on; I was not in the gang, but placed in solitary con-
finement; the other woman went out on Sundays to fetch water and sweep Mr. Drake’s
yard; [remember calling out to Mr. Drake, “ Massa, I a’n’t able, I am in two flesh,” but
Ido not remember hearing the answer of Mr. Drake, as the mill was going round and the
people crying out upon it. ©

Jones M‘Farlane, doctor-man on Draxhall estate, sworn.
Tremember Lavinia Reynolds, when she returned from the house of correction 3 she went

to the hothouse; she had sores on her shin, and I washed them and put a poultice on the
shin: after dreasing the wounds three daya, she complained that I washed the sores toohard,
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and she would not allow me to put my hand upon her skin; Dr.Baileysaw the wounds and
prescribed ; after I left the leg, she did not know how to heal it, and it got worse 3 I then
took it in hand a second time, since which it has been getting better; she has been in the
hothouse about four months; previously to her being sent to the treadmill, I went into the
hothouse and desired her to go and sweep the busha’s yard; she did not do as she was
ordered, andI put her in the lock-up house, and after that she was brought before thig
magistrate.

Dr. Thomas J. Bailey sworn.

I know Lavinia Reynolds; her leg has been very bad, but is now getting better; it was
very bad when she came from the workhouse ; it was a large sore, and I should think that
it proceeded from the bruises received on the treadmill; she has always been under m
observation at the hothouse, and I have prescribed for her when necessary; the sore on her
leg is one of the worst I have seen from the workhouse; my directions were always written
in the hospital book; I did not see her in the workhouse; she could not have been in the

hospital ; Rad she been there, I should have seen her; I do not remember seeing Mary Ann
Shaw or Eleanor Howell as regular hospital patients ; they might have been in thehospital,
off and on, and were perhaps absent when I went to visit the patients.

Cecilia Russell, an apprentice to Draxhall estate, sworn.

I remember being in the workhouse some time ago; they used me very bad, particular]
one Sunday afternoon, when the people were sweeping the yard; Joseph Bolt, the boat-
swain of the yard, flogged me with a cat; I was on the treadwheel, and when I could
not keep step, I was catted on my legs by the boatswain of the mill; Mr. Drake
was present, and when they catted me he desired me to keep the step; I was cattedvery badly on the legs, but not on the shoulders; when 1 could not keep the step I hung
on the rail, and as the mill went round it bruised my shins; while I hung that way, the
flogged my legs to make me keep on; I worked in the field with the gang, and danced themill twice each day; I slept at night in the woman’s room with the chain and collar on.

Mr. Charles Bravo, deputy clerk of peace, St. Ann’s, sworn.
I have seen the treadmill at work, both before Mr. Drake’s death and after; I observedtwo men on it, some time before Mr. Drake’s death, suffering particular torture ; one of themen whom I saw was upwards of 50 years of age, I should t ink; he had upon his kneesand shins fresh bruises, as if from the effects of working on the mill the day before; fromthe first evolution of the mill he never kept the stép, but hung and complained dreadfullyof severe pains in the back. Mr. Drake struck him repeatedly with the cat about his legs;when the man was taken off the mill, it was with the greatest difficulty that he couldlimp into the house of correction; I have had occasion to see many negroes in the houseof correction, and they invariably declared that they would prefer any other punishmentto that of the treadmill 3 when on, they always exclaimed very piteously, crying out to betaken off, that their time was up, &c. &c., and uttering various cries, which a person suffer-ing great pain would be supposed to do. Since the circular from the Governor, limitingtreadmill punishments to ten minutes, and under the control of the present superintendent,I think that treadmill punishments have been much ameliorated, and, in fact, that the wholediscipline of the workhouse has undergone a considerable change for the better; I have seena case lately, in which the present supervisor has used his own discretion in taking a womandown before her time had expired in consequence of his considering her unable to hold outmuch longer. With regard to the mill itself, I consider that the steps are too wide anddeep, and that the hand-rail is very defective from its height and position; I also thinkthat it is highly improper that it should be worked merely at the caprice ofthe officer whoattends it, instead of being mechanically regulated. By the books of the workhouse I haveascertained the fact, that on the 10th Janua: 1835, there were 119 persons confined inthe workhouse, and the average throughout the year 1835 would be 72 per day. Froma careful and recent admeasurement of the rooms in this establishment, it is incapableof containing more than 90 persons comfortably; I think it due to the local magistratesof the parish to state, that Ehave been in the peace office about six months, and thatduring that time no case of whipping has ever occurred, and but three or four cases oftreadmill punishments. A magistrate, appointed in session to act as president of the houseofcorrection, and the three sitting magistrates of the week, are required to inspect, weekly,the workhouse establishment, and to make what remarks they think necessary in a bookprepared for that purpose ; magistrates frequently attend without making remarks, if theynd all correct. I should say that the president, Mr. Lemon, is most attentive and assi-duous in his visits to the workhouse, and often goes there at times when the treadmill wouldbe at work; Mr. Heming, the president in the gaol, is also a frequent visitor of the houseof correction. I came to live in the parish a day or two after Major Light commencedhis duties as a special magistrate, and that part of the narrative of James Williams, whichhas reference to his repeated intoxications, is perfectly true; I have myself witnessed himin a state of intoxication, adjudicating cases in the court-house of thisparish.Question. Are you aware whether the conduct of Major Light was ever represented tothe executive, either by the magistracy or other persons in the parish ?—Answer, Theconduct of Major Light was almost generally condemned, and his unfitness for the situationhe held generally admitted, even by the persons who had occasion to submit cases to his
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decision. I do not know that any representation was made to his Excellency the Governor,
although such a step was frequently contemplated. a. ;

Q. Have you any knowledge of the number of lashes Inflicted byMajor Light on the
apprenticed population during the time he acted as special magistrate in this parish, say
from November 1836 to March 1837 ?—A. On examining the book containing a record of
punishments in the house of correction, I find that from the 28th November 1836 to the
13th March 1837, that the number of stripes inflicted under his sentences were 2008, varying
from 15 to 45 stripes, the more general number being 30. In the record of punishment for
the week ending 2d January 1837, I find that there were no less than 348 stripes inflicted.
On reference to the same book, [ find that the corporal punishments inflicted by order of
Special Justice Sowley are on an average equal in number and severity to those of Major
Light.

William Higgin, constable on New Ground estate, sworn.

I knew Major Light; I remember bringing six apprentices from New Ground by his
directions; they were tied two by two with ropes; Thomas Anderson and myself brought
them down, and Major Light followed us behind with his servant; he went to the workhouse
himself and saw that four of them were flogged; the other two were put in the shackles;
I do not remember any book-keeper coming down with him; Major Light called to the
boatswain, and told him, “ You are not flogging those people well.”

Thomas Anderson, constable on New Ground estate, sworn,

I remember coming down with William Higgin, bringing down six men to the workhouse,
who were ordered there by Major Light, they were tied with ropes; we brought them down,
and Major Light followed behind all the way from New Ground, and went to the workhouse
and saw four of them catted ; two were put in the stocks; he threatened the boatswain, and
told him that if he did not flog them properly he would punish him; the men wereflogged
severely.

Robert Stirling, a convict in the house of correction, sworn.
I have been in the workhouse 22 years; in Mr. Drake’s time I have often seen the people

flogged, both men and women; sometimes they were flogged on their backs, at others on
their legs; I have often seen the steps covered with blood, and I saw a pregnant woman
named Susan White, of Dumbarton, put on the treadmill ; 1 knew that she had belly, for
I had eye enough to see that she was pregnant; when the people were on the mill, from
the punishment they received and the knocking of their shins against the mill, they used to
cry out so loud, that they might have been heard a great distance. On Sundays both men
and women were employed, some in carrying wood, grass and water, others in sweeping the
yard; the hoes and axes were all ground on the sabbath; parson Johnston used to come to
read prayers on Sundays; but since he went away, no one came till parson Brown, who now
comes every Sunday; I have seen women faint alter coming off the mill, particularly Cecilia
Russell, who was pregnant; when Mr. Hylton was on the bay, he used to call sometimes in
the evening as he was riding by; but I never saw what he did when he went inside; the
drivers were all selected from the convicts; I have heard that Mr. Jenkins and James
Thomas had illicit intercourse with the women in the workhouse, but I never saw it;
I, however, know that a fellow-servant of mine, named Polly Brown, had her face scratchedby Mr. Jenkins’s kept mistress because she was jealous of her; I remember when a number
of Hiattsfield women came to the workhouse, I cannot remember the number; JamesWilliams, I believe, came after them ; he was in while they were there ; they were all put onthe mill and flogged so much that a great many of them were obliged to be sent to the
hospital; they used to lay down about the streets from weakness ; the workhouse is much
better now than it used to be in Mr. Drake’s time; there is no flogging on the mill now,
and no pregnant women put on it.

Mr. Alexander Levi, supervisor of the house of correction, sworn.
I took charge cf the workhouse on the 18th April 1837, soon after the death of Mr. Drake;I still keep the people in the penal gang at nights in their chains and collars, in consequenceof the insecurity of the workhouse;when the people are put on the treadmill now, the cat isnever used, nor any other instrument of punishment; and if I find any woman sent to thetreadmill in a state of pregnancy, I take it on myself to relieve her from it; it is my practice

also to relieve those women who have sucking children by not working them to the extent oftheir sentence, if I find them suffering, and the same care is taken of their children 3; when
the people are in the field, I generally put two of the women with young children to cook,
and if there are more than two in, the other work with the gang, but are not chained twoand two; they have collars on, but no chains; and the people in the penal gang twist
handkerchiefs round their collars to prevent their chafing them or burning them when theybeeome heated by the sun; since I took charge of the workhouse in April last, there haveeen but five corporal punishments, two by order of Captain Reynolds, a special magistrate,and three by order of Mr. St. John, another special magistrate; | know Mr.Jenkins, the late
under superintendent of the workhouse, he was alsothe gaoler; he was dismissed by themagistrates and vestry about two months after ! took charge, in consequence of his gross
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neglect of a sick patient in the gaol, who, it is said, died from his inattention; he is a man of
the most violent character, addicted to liquor, and was very partial in the execution of hig
duty; he was a long time with Mr. Drake, not less than 12 months; I never allow the
people to do work of any kind on Sunday; but generally send them to the rivers in the
morning to bathe themselves; the womengoto one river and the men to the other; the
Rev. Mr. Brown attends every Sunday for the purpose of giving them religious instruction ;
since I have taken charge of the house of correction, the boatswains have not been allowed
to open in the mornings the doors of the room in which the women are confined; I kee
the feys myself, in consequence of the report that the boatswains, while they had the keys of
the workhouse-room in which females were confined, often urged them, when opening the
rooms early in the morning, to resort to them for improper purposes; I have also received
instructions from Mr. Parke, the custos of the parish, to lean always to the side ofmercy;
and that whenever any of the prisoners in the house of correction commit faults, instead of
punishing them myself, to carry them up before the stipendiary magistrate, and prefer
complaints to him for their improper conduct.

Ann Burke, a free woman.

I lived with Mr. Jenkins when he was in the workhouse, and positively deny everhaving
had any quarrel with a woman named Ann Brown; I do not even know her.

 

St. Ann’s Bay, Saturday, 7 October 1837.

Ann Smith, an apprentice to Hiattsfield, sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse last year, a whole gang of us went; there were
a number of picaninny mothers among us; we were put on the mill, and when we could
not keep the steps and dragged upon the mill, Mr. Jenkins flogged us on the feet by order of
Mr. Drake; we were sent in for five days, and I saw a woman named Betty Williams faint
upon the mill.

Betty Williams, an apprentice to Hiattsfield, sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse near last Christmas ; several women who went in
hed sucking children, Felicia Smith, Cornelia Johnston, and Diana Johnston; there were
seal others, but I don’t remember their names; I don’t think there were any pregnant
women among them; when we were put on the mill, and could not keep the step, Mr.
Jenkins always flogged us with a cat on the legs; Mr. Drake told Jenkins to cat us well if
we did not keep the step, as busha sent us to be punished; one day While I was dancing on
the mill, I fainted on it and dropped down, my hands dropped out of the straps, andI fell
down to the ground; I did not know any thing of it myself until next morning, when my
friends told me that I had fainted, and that they were obliged to burn pumice-stone andput
to my nose to restore me; it was in the evening treadmill punishment that I fainted, we had
come from the field, and I had nothing to eat the whole day; I had not teeth to eat the
boiled corn which they gave me, and I bought a bread when coming down; my sister also
bought a bread’; but Mr. Drake made us throw the bread away, and a man named Robert
Stirling picked it up, and took it for himself; I came to from the fainting fit during a part
of the night. I-don’t remember a boy named James Williams being in the workhouse at
that time ; he might have been there, but I did not know him. The people on the treadmill
used to hawl very loud from the distress of the mill and the beating of the cat; the might
have been heard at a great distance. We were sent to the workhouse on a charge oftaking
a day without permission ; we were brought up before Mr. Woolfrys, but he would not allow
us to give any explanation; the whole of the great gang took the day ; the men were catted
on the estate, and we were sent to the workhouse. The morning after I fainted on the mill,
I was sent to the hothouse ; no. white doctor saw me, but the black doctor-man gave me a
dose of salts ; I was not put upon the mill again up to the time I went out. One woman,
named Leanty Thomas, was so mashed up on the mill that she could not walk home; they
were obliged to put her on a horse which her husband brought for her.

Leanty Thomas, an apprentice to Hiattsfield, sworn.
I remember being sent to the workhouse from Hiattsfield; I was sent for five days to

dance the mill twice a day; there were a great many of us sent down, “1 of us; Isabella
Richard was pregnant, Isabella Taylor was regnant also; and Phillis Hayden, Sibby
Byfield, Camilla Johnston, Diana Johnston,Foliga Smith, Eleanor Bailey, Maria Richard,
and Louisa Williams, had sucking children; when 1 went on the treadmill my hands were
strapped, and I could not keep the step; the mill cut my legs very bad, and Mr. Drake
ordered Mr. Jenkins to cat me; he abused me by calling me all manner of indecent names,
and said to the boatswain, “ Give it to her well, cat her away ;” my handkerchief that was
on my head slipped down over my head and covered m eyes; my coat was loose and
it ‘ripped my foot, and I could not keep step good; I called to Mr. Drake, and begged him
quite hard to give me time to catch u myself and my daughter begged him quite hard, but
all to no purpose; I called out, “ Massa, 1 am dying,”‘but he took no notice of me,and
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would not take me off until the time was out ; I hung on the mill, and it cut me quite bad.
One evening when I went on the mill, Emily Smith, my daughter, and myself went on with
one lot, and for spite sake, Mr. Drake made us work another spell with the next lot, so that
we worked twice that evening besides our morning spell; the day I came out I could not
walk, and Effy Brown and Sibby Byfield carried me to a house in the bay, and put me there
until my husband brought a beast down totake me home; when I got home, P ilip Martin,
one of my Christian brethren, took me on his back and carried me to the hothouse yard; I
told the busha, Mr. Corbett, the state I was in, and showed him my shins, but he took no
notice of me, and I lay down in the yard until after busha’s breakfast time, when the doctor
man, William Smith, lifted me up and carried me into the hothouse ; he then bled me, and
next day gave me a dose of salts and dressed my legs; the white doctor, Dr. Archer,
looked at my legs one day before they were better, when busha had ordered me out on the
road to break stones; the feet were running very bad, and as Dr. Archer was coming by,
I showed them to him, and he ordered me back to the hothouse, and desired dressing for
them; I stopped in the hothouse till after Christmas; when I was in the workhouse, the
women were all locked up together with chains and collars all night. When we went back
to Hiattsfield, 1 saw Bella Richards in the field crying, and on asking her what she was
crying’ for, she said that the rest of the people carried her name to her husband, sayin
that one of the drivers, Charles Rose, had had improper intercourse with her; I used myself
to see Charles Rose kind to her, carrying soup and water to her; and one day I saw her go
into his room, but I can’t swear for what purpose she went into his house; I have heard from
several people that this girl was kept in the workhouse ; when she first danced the mill, she
complained of her belly, as she was pregnant, and she was sent to the hothouse, and it was
then I saw the intimacy between her and Charles Rose. When in the workhouse, eight of
the women were locked up after being put on the treadmill; Bella Richards, Letitia Forrest,
Janet Smith, Isabella Taylor and myself were in the hothouse ; the rest used to work in the
field; Sibby Byfield, who went with us this time, had a young child, and was sent in about
three weeks before ; I am not very certain of the time. } was present when Betty Williams
fell off the mill ; she fell down after fainting; we all cried out and thought she was dead ; she
was taken up and carried to the hothouse; one of our men from Hiattsfield, named Peter
Grant, who was in the workhouse, and another man, carried her into the hothouse 3 I did
not see any white doctor come to her, as it was most dark, and Robert Stirling burnt a piece
of pumice-stone and put to her nose ; Mr. Drake and Mr. Jenkins were both present, but I did
not see them pay any attention to her; I never saw either of them come into the hothouse to
examine or see what was the matter with her. I remember the evening that Betty Williams
had her bread taken from her and thrown away, by order of Mr. Drake; one evening my
daughter was on the mill, and begged for some water; a man named Martin Brown gave
her some, and when Mr. Jenkins saw it, he took the man and locked him up.

Bella Richard, an apprentice to Hiattsfield, sworn.

I remember when the whole of the women were sent to the workhouse; I was put on the
treadmill, and I told Mr. Jenkins that I was pregnant, and could not dance the mill ; he said
he could not help it; I hung on the mill, and Mr. Jenkins took a cat and catted me on the
legs; the cat did not cut my legs, it swelled them, and the mill cut up my shins; I was only
able to dance twice, and I was then sent into the hothouse ; I was three months in the family
way; Talso told Mr. Woolfrys, the special magistrate, that I was breeding; I told him so
after he sentenced me to the treadmill, but he said he could not help it, that the sentence
was passed already;my back gave way when I was on the mill, and kept on until after I
went out ofthe workhouse, when I had a mischance. When Betty Williams fainted off the
mill, I remember she dropped down, and was taken to the hothouse, and the doctor-man
gave her some salts ; next morning I thought that she was dead; all of us tried to bring her to.
One morning Mr. Drake came into the hospital and asked if we did not intend to go to work;
I pleaded sickness, and he told us we were all worthless people, that we had plenty ofmouth,
but could not work the mill; and he then kicked me on my back, andkicked another girl,
named Jane Smith; I heard that some of the people were put on the mill twice in the after-
noon to pay for those who were in the hothouse.

Emily Smith, an apprentice to Hiattsfield, apparently about 54 or 55 years of age, sworn.

I remember beiny sent to the treadmill; I had a pain in the stomach and could not keep
the step; all my legs were bruised and cut up with the cat by a black man; Jenkins used to
be present, and ordered the man to cat me. I saw Betty Williams when she fell off the mill,
she was quite ill, I thought she was dead. ,

William Clarke, a constable on Hiattsfield, sworn.

I remember bringing 21 women down from Hiattsfield to the workhouse; there was a
man in the workhouse at the same time belonging to Hiattsfield, named Peter Grant; the
women were sent in for taking a day without busha’s orders. I remember when Leanty
Thomas came from the workhouse; she could not walk, and was brought home by her
husband on a horse; I saw her legs, and they were both much cut up.
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Rebecca Smith, a prisoner in the house of correction, from Tobolski estate, swom,

I was in the workhouse in Mr. Drake’s time ; 1 have often seen Mr. James Hylton, ther
deputy clerk of the peace, come to the workhouse and desire Mr. Jenkins to take the
weights off by which the mill was guided, so as to make it go round quick, and when the
weights were taken off, the mill got away and we hung by the straps, and then he would tell
Mr. Jenkins to flog us till we got the step 5 sometimes also he would come in the evening,and stop in the mill-house, and send to Mr. Jenkins to tell him to bring the people out that
he might see them worked on the mill; Mr. Jenkins then called out to Martin Brown tobring us out; this was at our regular time of punishment. Sometimes he would come with
his lady in his chaise, and leave her in the chaise while he went into the mill-house to see ugdance on the mill; where he left Mrs. Hylton with the chaise, she could not help seeing us
while we were undergoing the punishment. The first time I was sent to the workhouse [
did not know how to Keep step, and I had on a baize coat, and the man who flogged me,named Henry Jones, cut my baize coat completely off; sometimes when Mr. Hylton came
into the workhouse he was quite drunk ; this was in the afternoon ; I never saw him use the
whip himself, nor never heard that he did it; I was once flogged with a bamboo by a man
named Robert Laing, who first of all chained two other women and myself together; he
put two heavy chains on me, as I was the middle woman, and I then had a young sucking
child in my arms; he first hit me across the stomachwith a bamboo, and afterwards on the
back ; the bamboo cut my back, and the mark is still on it. When Mr. Jenkins came up,
he quarrelled with Robert Laing, and told him that if I was a bad woman, | might prosecute
him when I went out; we always slept with either the chain or collar on at nights. I have
often heard that the drivers, James Thomas and James Bolt, used to have improper inti-
macies with the women, but I never saw it; a woman named Jane Gordon was mentioned
as one of the women who James Bolt had an improper intimacy with,

Jane Gordon, a prisoner in the house of correction, from Home Castle, sworn.

I was in the workhouse before this time, in Mr. Drake’s time; James Thomas used toopen the door in the morning; he called me to his room and asked me to have animproper intimacy with him; I consented from fear, for he had asked me once before,and whenI refused to go to him, he beat me near the river and knocked me into it.

The Reverend John Williams, Wesleyan missionary, sworn.
I have been a resident here one year and eleven months; I have not had any oppor-tunity whatever to obtain a knowledge of the discipline of the workhouse. I have attimes visited the sick in the hospital, but never had any time to take particular notice ofthe discipline of the establishment,.so as to compare it with others. With regard to theworking of the abolition law, a respectable man, an apprentice to Mr. Hull, by the nameof Jones, informed me, that he had been frequently disturbed in his family worship by thelate Mr. Hull, the owner of the property to which "he was attached; Mr. Hull frequentlythreatened him, if he continued to hold family worship, to pull his place down. I ofteninquired whether he disturbed his master, and the information afforded me was, that hewas so near that his master could hear him singing psalms, but at the same time severalof the other apprentices who would sing songs were not complained against as disturbers.I have frequently inquired whether any thing like a public meeting was held, but I havebeen assured that, with the exception of one or two strange persons, the meeting wasentirely confined to the family. Jones was employed in family worship on a Sabbathmorning with only one strange person present on this occasion, when he was summonedto the master’s house to give an account for the preaching, as it was termed; he deniedpreaching, but admitted the family worship, pointing out to his master the verse of theymn which he had been singing ; his master construed his denial into insolence, andbrought him up before Mr. Sowley, special magistrate, who sentenced him to heflogged.Mrs. Williams, who saw him subsequently, stated to me that his back was much laceratedby the flogging; and he himself informed me that it was the first punishment of the kindhe had received; he was apparently about 50 years of age at that time. Jones subse-uently mentioned to me that at the time of his trial the magistrate, Mr. Sowley, desiredthe constable to look out for those people who were praying and’ bring them to him;this is the only case of abuse which Fas come under my consideration. I have alwaysinstructed persons who were attached to my ministry that they are quite justified in holdingfamily and social worship, but that they are to avoid by all possible means disturbing theiremployers, and not to allow these meetings to exceed the numberof 20. A representation ofthis circumstance was made to the Governor, and the magistrate was subsequently dismissed.

Robert Laing, alias Lyne, formerly a convict in the house of correction, examined,but not sworn, as he did not appear to have the knowledge of an oath.
I was driver last year in the workhouse ; I know James Thomas, he was the head driver;I knew a woman named Sally, belonging to Mr. Cohen of Coolshade, she was not an oldwoman; I remember her being chained to Mary Murray; I remember the day we werecutting penguins at Banks’s negro-houses; we were cutting them to plant atSpringfield
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lime walk; Sally could not keep up that day in her work; Mary Murray was a young

girl; we were working there several days, and rain used to catch us sometimes; some days
it rained, and on other daysit did not. James Thomas was shoving on as fast as he

could, to make the people finish the work; Mary Murray could always do her work
better than Sally; I never saw James Thomas cat Sally; but Mr. Drake, the supervisor,
stood near me one day and made me give her two licks with a Guava switch; I never
saw the driver flog any body except her; I don’t know a boy named James Williams.

Mr. Richurd Jenkins, formerly overseer in the house of correction, sworn.

I remember a woman by the name of Peggy who belonged to Newhope, the property of
Mr. Codner; she came to the workhouse in a debilitated state; one of her feet was
swelled with crab yaws, and she used to complain of pains in her stomach, the effect of
eating dirt; I have myself caught her eating fire-coal ; she was never worked on the tread-
mill, for she was unfit to be put on, and Mr. Drake would not place her onit; she died in
the workhouse, having been previously attended by the doctor, and an inquest was held on
the body. I remember the man alluded to in the letter marked H., named M‘Dermott,
he was committed to the workhouse for running away from his master, Mr. Gyles;
Mr. Drake showed me the letter when he received it.

; (Copy.)
Dear Sir, Recess, 26 Sept. 1836.

I thank you for your favour per post; Messrs. Harris and Pallmer has made my
people, and in fact the whole of the Walk’s apprentices, so rebellious, that 1 dread any
addition, particularly upon my property, may produce a flame, therefore I shall leave
Mr. M‘Dermott to your tender mercies; he has done not more than one week for me this
year; he is a particular friend of Mr. Harris.

I remain, &c.
S. Drake, Esq., St. Ann’s Bay. NV. Gyles.

My impression was that as the people in the workhouse were then worked pretty strong,
that Mr. Gyles meant he should be well worked ; he was never whipped nor placed on the
treadmill, but was worked in the gang at hard labour in the field; he fell sick and
died in the workhouse, I remember a woman named “ Sally,” of Coolshade; I never
saw her come in with any marks on her as if beaten in the field; when the gang were
working at Banks’s negro-houses, she complained to me that the driver was more severe
with her than with any Body else, and I told her I had nothing to do with the field-work, as
Mr. Drake was always present there himself; when she was on the treadmill she could
not keep step and was flogged by the boatswain, under orders of Mr. Drake, who told
him that whenever the people could not keep step he must touch them upa bit. This was fre-
quently done by directions of Mr. Drake; the light cat-o’-nine-tails, knotted, wasgenerally
used for the purpose of touching them up ; whenever the people would not keep the step while
the mill was going on at a slow movement, Mr. Drake would order it to be propelled at
a quicker rate, so that it might bruise their legs a bit, by way of punishment. I know
Mr. James Hylton, he used to call at the workhouse during the time of treadmill punish-
ment, but I do not remember his being there drunk, nor do I remember his throwing
the weizhts off the lever himself ; he used to call sometimes twice a week with Mrs. Hylton
in the chaise; he was one evening in the mill-house, and Mrs. Hylton called out to him,
saying, “ Come, let us go;” he once directed the mill to be put to a greater speed, and
it was done so agreeably to his orders; I never saw him take the cat and flog any body
himself; I remember having worked persons six times a day, at 15 minutes each time, by
sentence of Special Justice Burford or Bedford ; there were several instances of this sort.
The men in the workhouse were employed on Sundays in getting wood and grass, and
the women in cleaning out the yard and earrying water; when they came off the mill
they were always allowed to go to the sea-side and wash their feet; I often heard com-
plaints that the head field-driver, James Thomas, had frequently had illicit intercourse with
the women in the field; there were several instances of this sort, and I have not the least
doubt of it; I also understood from Mr. Drake himself that the boatswains in the
yard were also engaged in the same illicit intercourse with the women. When women com-
plained of being pregnant, unless the doctor declared them so, if the sentence directed
them to be put on the mill, they were placed on it; women with young children were also
placed on the mill; I do not recollect Mr. Drake’s putting the Hiattsfield people twice on the
mill in one evening to pay for those who were in the hothouse. The system pursued in
the workhouse during the time of Mr. Drake’s administration was certamly a harsh one;
there is one very dark room used as a dungeon, with no ventilation whatever, unless when
the door is kept’ half open during the day; the same is used for condemned people when
sentenced to be hung; this room was sometimes used as a place of solitary confinement,
and is closed at night, it is in the gaol department, and is sometimes used for workhouse
Prgrment. I remember the fact of a woman having been confined there at the time of

r Sturge’s visit to the workhouse; she was confined there for seven days and nights,
During the time that the Reverend Mr. Pitter was here, he constantly visited the workhouse
establishment, but since his departure no other minister in my time came there. It was not
¢ommon for the visiting magistrates to come to the workhouse and inspect the working of
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the treadmill; they visited the workhouse. I do not remember any other magistrate but
Mr. Hylton and Dr. Ruffington visiting the house of correction and personally obtaining
knowledge as to the working of the mill at the time when the people used to be so dreadfully
bruised.

Dr. Barnett, who was present when the evidence of the last witness was read to him,
stated on oath, that he was in attendance on from 40 to 60 properties in the parish; that
he has never in one instance seen in his practice on those estates any injury to the feet of
the parties put on the treadmill, although hehas heard of one or two cases, but is not
aware of the parties. With regard to the illicit intercourse stated by Richard Jenkins to
have been carried on between James Thomas and the women confined in the workhouse
from time to time, Dr. Barnett observed, that it is the current report that he, Richard
Jenkins, himself set the improper example. Dr. Barnett could give no information as to the
discipline of the house of correction, as he has but few opportunities of visiting that esta-
blishment, in consequence of the distance of his residence.

Richard Heming, esy., magistrate of the parish of St. Ann, sworn.

I have been in the habit of visiting the workhouse frequently during the last four or fiveyears, and more constantly since 1832. I have seen the treadmill at work; I have seen
the people, when taken off during the supervisorship cf Mr. Drake, and never saw but one
case where the shins of the party were materially injured ; I have heard that others were
injured ; I have always considered the wheel faulty for this reason, the quickening or lessen-
ing its speed was entirely at the pleasure of the individual who regulates the lever, and he
can therefore either favour those towards whom he is friendly disposed, or injure others
ugainst whom he entertains any ill-will. 1 recommended Mr. Drake to have the wheel reou-
lated by weight; if this has not beendone,the fault cannot be attributed to any thing
else but the disobeyance of those orders. Mr. Drake often assured me that the reasonwhy the knees of some of the persons were bruised is their determination of not treading.
One instance of this determination not to tread I saw myself; the man, however, was not
bruised, he was taken down immediately, to be put on again when a weaker gang was on
this I believe to have been Mr. Drake’s general conduct. I have seen James Thomasthreaten people on the mill with the cat, but I never saw him use it in such a way as todothem any injury by an infliction of punishment.

James Thomas, formerly a field-driver in the house of correction, sworn.
I remember a woman named “ Sally,” at Coolshade; she was not able to keep up with

the rest of the gang, and when she complained to me that she could not walk, I always made
her lie down in the cart and carried her into the field, and when she could not keep up her
work, I made her lie down under the cart in the shade; she was quite sick. One morning
when working at Banks’s negro-houses, she was chained to Mary Murray, and I loosed her
and told her to go and lie down until she got better. She did not work that day, but went
home to the house of correction in the evening; the next day she turned out in the field and
did her work. I never carried a cat in the field. Mr. Drake told me not to do so; I carriedGuava switches. Mary Murray was a young active girl, but Sally was not active. I neversaw any driver in the field baving improper intimacy with the women myself; but when the
women were mashed up on the treadmill and came in the field, I used to have considerationfor them; I have heard that when they missed the step, they kept on licking them to makethem keep up; I have often been to see the mill wor ing in the evening, when I have re-
turned from work ; and the overseer, Mr. Jenkins, would not allow me to stop, but would drive ©me away ; sometimes, however, Mr. Jenkins would call me himself, and beg me to flog the
people; some of them would not dance at all, and then they hung; I never saw the women’sclothes tied up beyond their knees. Mr. Jenkins gave orders to be very particular in nottying the clothes up in an indecent manner. The field people were sometimes given a quartof flour, and sometimes a quart of corn for their food, with a shad between two. I haveseen Mr. Parke, Mr. Lemon, Mr. Heming and Mr. Hylton come to see the treadmill work
in Mr. Drake’s time; when they came, the mill was always worked slower than at other
times, and the people were never flo; yed. People could not see the wounds on the shins of
the persons who were bruised, as they used to wash their knees in the sea, and wear theirclothes down, but they used to walk lame. Mr. Hylton used to come to the workhouse,and always told them not to make the mill go round fast; one evening Mr. Hylton was
there, and a woman did not know how to dance, she hung on the mill, and the mill stopped;but Mr. Hylton would not allow it to stop, the mill went on, and the woman bawled out;I then went away ; when people were hanging, generally the mill was stopped to allow them
to get on; it was only in the evening that Mr. Hylton was there that the woman hungand the mill was not stopped; it went on, and Mr.Hylton said he must lick her to make herget on.

Mr. Heming recalled.
I never had occasion tobring but one case before Major Light myself; I should say thathe partook-rather too freely of the bottle; but whenever I saw him, it was just businesshours; I never saw much of him, as I am not much in Major Light’s district.

Israel
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Israel Lemon, esq., magistrate of St. Ann’s, and president of the house of correction, sworn.
1 was present once or twice during supervisorship of Mr. Drake, when the people were on

the mill; I did not stop until they were finished; the people were stubborn and hune ; and
the drivers touched them occasionally to make them keep the step; I did notsee anycruelty practised. When they hung, I gave directions that the mill should be stopped, and
Mr. Drake immediately complied, and [ have ever known him to take them off.. It has
never occurred in my presence that lame persons or pregnant women, or any debilitated

rson, has been put on the mill; had I observed any thing of this kind,1 should have thought
it my duty as a magistrate to put a stop to it. I think that the treadmill might be altered,
according to the suggestion of Mr.Gordon, in such a manner as to render it a more fit and
proper instrument of punishment. I did not think that Mr. Drake’s conduct was harsh,
I think he was rather indulgent to the negroes; the convicts were so indulged by him that
they will now scarcely do any thing; they did not receive any greater proportion of food
than the apprentices, but they had several indulgences; many of them were drivers, and
consequently received more than the others. I never heard any confirmatory accounts of
cruelty on the part of Jenkins, the late overseer, but I was instrumental in obtaining his
discharge, in consequence of inattention to his general duties, and neglect of a woman named
Ann Coombs, a prisoner, who died in gaol. In one particular instance he employed
a prisoner (who had been committed for trial for assaulting an immigrant) in carrying things
to a booth which he erected on the race-course ; the man made his escape, and has never
been taken. I was acquainted with Major Light, he was so addicted to liquor as to make
him perfectly incompetent to hold so responsible a situation as that of a special magistrate ;
this was a fact generally known and admitted; I do not know whether any remonstrance
was ever made against him to the executive. Ido not think it proper to employ convicts
as drivers, but we cannot get persons to take these situations ; it is, however, my intention
to advertise for competent persons. .
On the suggestion of Messrs. Gordon and Daughtrey, Mr. Lemon said he would take the

earliest opportunity to recommend the doing away with the chains and collars being placed
on the people in the workhouse at night.

Martin Brown, late a convict in the St. Ann’s Bay house of correction, sworn.
I was a boatswain attending the treadmill ; I remember when Betty Williams was in the

workhouse; she came with several other women from Hiattsfield, they were ordered to be
ut on the treadmill ; Mr. Jenkins, the overseer, wanted to work the mill, and I said, No, it

is my duty to doit; he insisted on working it, and I got hurted and left the mill to him;
he then took off all the weights, and the mill turned round as hard as it could go; the people
then all hung on, and the wheel coming in contact with their shins, cut them topleces.
The same evening a girl from Hiattsfield, named Effy Brown, begged me to give her a

drink of water ; she had not yet been put on the mill ; I brought it, and Mr. Jenkins quarrelled
with me for doing it; and as we got to words, he fell upon me and tore my shirt to pieces ;
we both of us went to Mr. Drake, and when Jenkins told him what was the matter,
Mr. Drake told him to carry me down to the workhouse, and he would come and see about
it; when he came, he ordered Mr. Jenkins to put me in the dark cell under the gaoler’s
room, where they put people who are condemned to be hung; the place is very dark, and no
air can get inat all; I was kept there for seven days, and never brought before a magistrate ;
there is no seeing at all in the cell when the door is closed. The girl, Effy Brown, is a young
girl ; the reason I was kind to*her is because it is my nature to be kind; I never had any
improper intercourse with any of the women myself, nor did I ever hear of Mr. Jenkins or
any of the drivers doing so; when the people were on the mill and could not keep step,
Mr. Drake desired Jenkins to cat them, and as I was keeping the mill, I received orders
from Mr. Jenkins to cat them; I used to cat them therefore under these orders, and some-
times they were flogged very severely, and their shins were much bruised ; I remember well
that two women from Draxhall could not walk after being Pp on the mill, and that
Mr. Drake put them in a cart belonging to Roaring River, and sent them home. I often
saw Mr. Hylton come to the workhouse in the evening when the people were on the mill ;
he would drive near the door of the treadmill-house, and complain that the mill was not
oing fast enough; whenever he came down he told Mr. Jenkins that the mill was not going

fast enough, and gave orders to make it go faster; he ordered me to take the weights off
more than six times, and then the mill went so fast that the people could not keep step, and
-he ordered the people to be flogged as they hung by the wrists; he would sometimes drive
there with Mrs. Hylton in the evening, and as the chaise stopped opposite the door of the
treadmill-house, Mrs. Hylton would look in to see the people on the mill, and hear thenoise
which they made, as they were obliged to cry out loud from the pain; they were sometimes
raked all down the thighs and legs; sometimes Mrs. Hylton would send in to call him out;
he used frequently to desire Mr. Jenkins to flog the people, as he said they were sent in to
be punished by their masters, and they should be punished; I never saw him take the cat
and flog the people himself.

Edward Jones, an apprentice to Chester plantation, the property of Mrs. Hull, sworn.

Tam an apprentice to Mrs. Hull. One Sunday morning, at sun-rise, I_ thought it my
duty to give thanks to. God by prayer and hymn in the morning; my wife and my five
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children, and a woman who is a sister member, were the only persons present; after we had
finished singing, my master sent down the constable, Thomas Wilson, to see who was there ;
when Wilson came down, he said for what he was sent, and I showed him thepeople;
a little after he called me up to master’s house ; master then told me, “ I havespoken to you
about your preaching ;” I replied I was not preaching, I was merely praying with my family ;
I did not pretend to be a preacher; he then told me he had often spo en to me about this
praying, and on Monday he would take me to the magistrate, Mr. Sowley, to give an
account of myself. He charged me with holdingmeetings all about, and I told himNo,
that it was only in my house with my family, and that on Tuesday evenings I would have
a few of my friends andneighbours,not exceeding eight or nine; we hadnothing but prayer
and hymn; he told me that my singing on the Sunday morningsdisturbedhim, and charged
me with singing at nights; Ireplied I never sung the hymns until after the rising of the sun
in the morning, and that some of the people sung songs at nights from Friday to Sunday,
and I asked him if that did not disturb him ; he said no, and that I was impudent. On the
Monday morningI was brought before themagistrate under charge ofdisturbing master b
singing, and also for impudence; I explained my case to the magistrate, who said that m
master could not hinder me from praying, but that he would punish me for insolence 3 he
then ordered me to be catted ; I received 20 lashes ; I never was flogged but then, since the
apprenticeship; I have continued to hold my meetings since then to the present day, as I con-
sider it my duty to do so.

Thomas Wilson, constable to Chester plantation, sworn.

I have heard the evidence of Edward Jones, and I swear that it is all true; the affair took
place exactly as he described it ; I used to attend some of themeetings myself; there was no
disturbance whatever; they used to be over between eight and nine o clock at night. ;
On an inspection of the magistrates’ visiting books by the commissioners, no strictures

appear respecting the workhouse or treadmill; there are several notices of the insecurity of
the gaol; but the more common record is “all correct;” with reference to the gaol, the following
memorandum occurs, under date December 8th, 1835, and there are others to the same
effect :

“Visited ; no gaoler present; prisoners all at large; no external fencesto the gaol yard, and
no preparations made to carry into effect the repeated reports of committees, that the gaol is
insecure, and unfit for the reception of prisoners, as the late frequent escapes too plainly
evince the gaol is totally insecure, unless the prisoners are put in irons, and I hereby enter
my protest against the magistrates and vestry for their supineness.

(signed) R. H. J. Heming.”

Examination on oath of the Rev. Henry Brown, officiating minister at the Established
Church, in the absence of the Rev. G. W. Bridges, rector of St. Ann’s,

Question. What is the particular situation you occupy in this parish ?—Answer. I am
the substitute for the Rev. Mr. Bridges, the rector, during his absence from the colony.

Q. When did you enter upon these duties?—A. On the 2d July in the present year.
Q. Are you in the habit of occasionally visiting the workhouse and gaol?—A. I do so

statedly on Sunday mornings, before the commencement of the public duties of theday.
Q. What religious service do you perform there?—A. I read a portion of the prayers,

selecting such as appear best adapted to the capacities and condition of the prisoners 3 after
which I address them for about a quarter of an hour in as plain a manner asI can.

Q. With your other important engagements, are you able to give such attention to theunhappy inmates of these institutions as their ignorance and moral degradation obviously
callfor ?—A. I must say that at present I cannot, but I hope soon to be able to pay them
some attention on week days, as well as the Sabbath.

Q. Can you suggest any ready means of better supplying the religious wants of theseinstitutions ?—A. If I had the assistance of a licensed catechist, a man of the right spirit, Ithink the attention he could give might be extremely useful.
Q. Would not the visits of a suitable teacher on Sundays, for the purpose of collecting

such of the prisoners as are disposed to avail themselves of the advantage of a readingschool, have a tendency to promote the more decent observance of the day among the pri-soners, and probably their moral amendment ?—A. Certainly ; some plan of that sort wouldbe most desirable, and I should consider that a catechist, if he were a religious man, would
be a fit person to undertake it.

Note of corporal punishment inflicted at the St. Ann’s workhouse under sentences ofMajor Light, from the 28th November 1836 to the 13th March 1837,
From Richmond estate - - - - - - - lashes 20

» Greenwich park pn - -  - - - - - 4 40
» Sevilleestate - ~~ - - - - - - , 134
»  Draxhall estate - - - - - - - 4 477
» Wakefield estate - - - - - - - 5 88
» Priory pen - - - - - - ~ - 4 12

From
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From Blenheim estate (the residence of Major Light) - lashes 503
» Windsor estate - tee YO
» <Arthur’s Mount (pen) ~ = = = = = 5 84
» NewGroundestate - - - - - - - , 94
» Mammee-bay estate - - 5 = = = + 380

» Bogg pen - ° ° . ° - - - 5 39
» Cranbrookestate - - - - - .« . » 30

It however appeared that other corporal punishments (on reference to the committal book)
added to the above, made a gross amount of 2,008 stripes inflicted in the workhouse during
the administration of Major Light, irrespective of others to which the apprentices may have
been sentenced on the properties.
The commissioners on inquiry found that on Llandovery estate, the largest property in the

district, the interposition of Major Light appeared not to have been called for.
(Examined—true copy) S. R. Warren, Sec.

 

Court of Inquiry, Brown’s Town, Tuesday, 3 October 1837.
Additional evidence taken in the case of John James ofOwenplantation.

John Wallace, an apprentice to Owen, sworn.
Knows John James ; remembers seeing him with a collar and chain on some time ago, put

on by the overseer; they were put on because he ran away; the chain was wrapt round his
body and covered with his shirt, so that any body passing by could not see it; he had them
on for a fortnight.
Remembers the collar being put on Monday, last week, by the overseer; he was also

switched by the overseer.

Henry Gray, an apprentice to Owen, sworn.

Knows John James ; busha put the collar and chain on before.

John Wallace re-called.

Busha used also to switch a boy named Hercules, for running away.
 

Jamaica ss.

Personally appeared before me, Gilbert William Senior, who, being duly sworn, states that
he has known William Dalling for many years ; that previous to the 1st of August 1834, he
considered William Dalling to be a faithful and attached servant, and had no fault to find with
him, except that he frequently, when he had an opportunity, got intoxicated ; but he was always
civil and obedient to both master and mistress, who had the greatest confidence in him, and
could always believe what he said. On the 1st of August 1834, he became insolent and dis-
contented, and, though he claimed to be classed as a domestic, he took all the time allowed
to the predials ; he seemed from the 1st of August to be the director of all James Williams’s
movements, urging him on to he insolent and disobedient; it was part of WilliamDalling’s
duty to see that JamesWilliams dressed the sheep before they were turned out every morning;
but from the 1st of August every thing was neglected, and eponent lost the greater part of
18 lambs, which were under the care of these two apprentices.
From the 1st of August 1834, deponent observed an entire change in William Dalling;

he joined the sect called Baptists, who had so much power over him as to break him of the
habit of intoxication ; but they taught him another habit, “never to speak truth.”

In his evidence before the magistrates, when he said he never carried food to James
Williams and Adam Brown, when they were confined in the cells at Knapdale, he said what
was false. A sufficient quantity of food, rather more than was ordered by Captain Dillon,
was given to William Dalling to carry to Knapdale for James Williams and Adam Brown,
with orders to clean out the cells. Peter Atkinson might sometimes have carried the food ;
but he was a sawyer, and it is not likely that he would have been taken from his work
every day, leaving his fellow sawyer to be idle till he returned; his evidence respecting the
nave of the cart-wheel having injuredHenry James’s stomach, when he wasflogged by order
of Dr. Thompson, is false; for it is impossible that his stomach could have touched the nave
‘of a cart-wheel five feet in diameter; Henry James had for years complained of pain in hisstomach, and for that reason was taken from the saw and placed as a watchman.

His evidence that James Williams did not assist John Lawrence in stealing the pork, is
false; James Williams himself acknowledges the fact, and William Dalling was quite aware
that they were both concerned in the robbery; William Dalling said that he did not know
if the people got medicine when sick ; Marianne Bell stated that medicine was never refused ;William Dalling being always in the yard, must have known that it was so; previous to the
ist of August 1834, William Dalling always took the medicine from his mistress to give tothe sick; but his behaviour was so bad afterwards, that he was not intrusted with it.
William Dalling swore that he did not know James Williams to be a thief ; deponent hasno
esitation in stating that William Dalling knew that James Williams wasa notorious thief ;

he knew that he robbed the provision grounds, and that he was several times detected by the
154. watchmen ;
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watchmen ; that he stole provisions of all kinds out of the stores; and that the last time he-
was sent to the house of correction, he stole the house-dog, which he must have sold, as
the dog was never heard of again. ;

(signed) G. W. Senior,
Sworn before me this 10th day of October 1837. .

(signed) Thomas Raffington, jun.
 

James Williams, apprentice to Miss Senior, has been about the yard and house since he
was a baby ; his mother was a domestic and very indolent and sickly; he was almost sup-
orted by his master and mistress till within a few years ; becoming troublesome about the

ouse, he was sent to attend the stock (which he seemed to have a turn for), and carry grasg
and bread-nuts for them, which kept him still a good deal about the yard,where he always
slept; once, in my brother’s absence, who had taken the other men-servants with him, he
came in to get my tea; when that was over I desired him to see about his other business,
but he wouldnot, and laid himself down on the floor to give me an account of my cattle;
he said that his master might not cheat me; whenItold him to go again, he shut the door,
put against it, and kept thumping it withhis back for some time; I said, “ James this is not
to be borne with; will you go about your business?” from the noise he had made I think he
must have had an accomplice, and wished to prevent my hearing what was going forward.
After repeatedly speaking to him, he said he would go if I wouid give him a piece ofcandle;
to get quit of him, I told him to take a piece that was on the table, though his master had
often told him he should not get a candle, as there was no occasion for it; before going to
bed I went to the store, and was astonished to find that a large pock that I had made
Marianne (one of the house-women) put on the barrel of sugar at dusk, in the middle of the
room; I called Marianne, and showing it to her, she said, ‘Ha! missis been make me put
that on the sugar barrel before tea, and how it come down here?” the watchman, who was
asleep in the kitchen, declared it could be no one but James Williams; a good deal of the
sugar was gone, and the flour barrel next to it was also plundered ; we were after that out of
provisions and obliged to purchase; I put the yams in the same store, and was surprised
that they lasted so short a time; I spoke to the person I bought them from; she said they
did seem fo go fast, butI could not blame her as I saw them weighed; I could not find
out where they went, till one day my brother went to the provision grounds and got halt
a basket of cocoas; he had them brought in to me, and said, “ You must make the most of
those till we can get some more ;” they were mostly fine large cocoas ; at night I went to
give some of them out for breakfast, when to my astonishment most of the best were gone,
and only a few of the smaller ones left; the servants pretended to look for them, but
teturned and said they were no where to be found ; this kind of pilfering had been going on
so long, that I then said, “ I will search myself;” after looking in several places, I thought of
the kitchen; on going there I found a large calabash heaped up with these very cocoas, and
James fast asleep on a board by the fire, after having, no doubt, made a good supper on some
of them; I kept what I found, and the next mornmg James claimed them; I then called
William Dalling, who looked at them and said, “They are master’s cocoas; James has none
like them ;” the little boy ( )was then called who brought them in, and said
they were the same that he brought in; I considered the said James Williams so friendless
that he would bring his clothes to me to have made for him, and I always had them done:
he never made a proper ground or attended to it, so that he could not support himself
without stealing from others. William Dalling knew all this, and yet comes forward and
takes his cath that James Williams is an industrious boy and a good character; as soon as
the apprenticeship began, he didevery thing to annoy us, and for no cause, for often when
William Dalling wished to impose on him I have prevented it.

(signed) S.J. K. Senior.
Sworn before me this 10th October 1837.

Edward Tucker.
(Examined) S. R. Warren, Sec.

William Dalling; apprentice to Miss Senior, has been in her family ever since a child of
18 months old; first with her grandmother, and at her death to Miss S., on whom and
her brother he has waited ever since, and always considered by them and all acquainted
with them, as a valuable servant, remarkably civil and attentive, never disobeying an order, .
or dissatisfied when required to do any thing in his own time; every confidence was placed
in him, and they would have vouched for his truth and honesty; but since his joining the
Baptists, and the apprenticeship system, he has entirely altered; he has shown his ill-will
to his owners in every way he has sworn to the most abominable falsehoods; he says he
saw nothing wrong in James Williams’s conduct ; the last time James Williams was punished,
before the apprenticeship commenced, was by William Dalling in his master’s absence from
home; he-came to his mistress and snid, “I have cut some switches for James;” she
inquired for what fault; he replied, “ He took the donkeys to go for bread-nuts, tied them at
the gate, and went about his business ; and when I spoke to him about it, ke took them out .
of sight and beat them severely; he is really a bad boy.”

(signed) S. J. K. Senior.
Sworn before me this 10th day of October 1837.

(signed) Edward Tucker.
(Examined) S..R. Warren, Sec.
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(No. 213.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 13 November 1837.
Ty transmitting your Lordship the Supplemental Reports of the Commissioners

of Inquiry on the case of James Williams, I beg to explain to your Lordship, that
about the same time that I received Williams’s pamphlet complaints came from
various missionaries, representing acts of severity or cruelty against Mr. Rawlin-
son, in his capacity as special justice, towards apprentices. As soon, therefore, as
the Commissioners had finished the case of Williams, I begged them to enter on
the complaints of the missionaries, and your Lordship is now put in possession of
their Reports.

Your Lordship will find they embrace all the tangible cases represented by
Joseph Sturge, as contained in your Lordship’s despatch, No. 137, gth September
1837, and No. 148, of the 21st September 1837.

There is one anonymous complaint enclosed inyour Lordship’s letter, No. 137,
which I cannot answer as to facts. I have strictly prohibited the chaining of any
prisoner before trial, but I cannot help it after conviction.|

In conclusion, I have to assure your Lordship that I have called upon the
attorney-general to prosecute all parties who would appear to be guilty of any
acts of oppression towards the apprentices, in the Minutes of the Inquiry now
laid before your Lordship.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 50.

John James’s Case ; Owen Plantation.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town in the case of a Boy named John James, who appeared beforethe Commissioners with an iron collar round his neck.

Monpay, 2 October 1837.

John James, apparently about 12 or 13 years of age; sworn,
I BELONG to Owen; busha’s name is Mr. Nesbett: my mother and my father are notat Owen. I belone to Mr. Utten, the proprietor of Owen, so does my mother, but mfather belongs to Mount Pleasant. My mother lives at Valley Minor; she hiresout; {have not any person to take care of me at Owen. My mother is named Eliza James ; myfather is named Robert James.
The iron collar round my neck was put by Mr. Nesbett round my neck last Monday, be-cause Trun away. I run away because I could not get any victuals at Owen; there isnobody there to give me any. As my mother was at Valley Minor, about 23 miles fromwen, Tran away and went to the place where she lives, but did not show myself to her.hen I go away, sometimes I go to her; at others I go down and stand all about in the-pastures. My father caught me this time in his hut, and was vexed with me for not comingstraight to him when I ran away; this was at Mount Pleasant; he carried me to Valleymor,”a property belonging to Mr. Utten, the proprietor also of Owen, and gave me incharge to a constable, who sent me up to Owen ; got to Owen Monday dinner-time. 1 sawthe busha, who took and fummed me himself with pimento switches; he pulled my frockoff and tied me to a tree, (here the boy exhibited marks of a severe flogging); afterflogginghe sent me to work until Saturday, ‘and locked me up every night ; he put the iron collarround my neck just as he finished flogging me. Last year, dry weather, I ran away, andwhen I came back he put the collar on my neck, he put it on at that time with chains; healso flogged me then with a cat, the tails of which were knotted ; he flogged me on mybottom, and marked me a great deal with it. [run away some time after, and he floggedme agai with a cat, but did not put chain and collaron me. Captain T. H. Dillon, theSpecial magistrate, sometimes comes to Owen, but I was never carried before him, nor wasever ordered by him to be switched. Mr. Nesbett flogged me of his own free will; when-ever the collar is on me I never run away, but button up my shirt, so that nobody may seeIt, and that the collar may not burn my neck, as the sun made it hot.

JAMAICA.
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JAMAICA. Eliza James, an Apprentice to Valley Minor; sworn.

I am hired out from Valley Minor plantation to myself, paying 5s. 10d. per week for
wages; John James is my son, [ have five children also; he lives at Owen, quite far from
Valley Minor. John James lives quite far, and sometimes I do not see him for three months;
after theapprenticeship law came in I was moved from Valley Minor to Owen; my master
removed me; I told him I was willing to go; but when I found out thedistance, and that
it was so distressing for me to go and see my husband and two of my children whomIleft
at Valley Minor, Ibegged to be allowed to hire out to myself, which request was granted;
I was not taken before the special magistrate that he might sanction my removal ; no special
magistrate ever asked me whether 1 was willing to go and live at Owen; whenI got per-
mission to hire out, John James stopped at Owen, and had no family or any body to take
care of him; he has an aunt there who can scarcely take care of herself. The people are
always jobbing out there; John James runs away sometimes from Owen, and comes down
to where I am; John James comes to Valley Minor, and sometimes he stops all about the
bushes and pastures, and sometimes comes tome. The last time his father set a watch for
him, caught him in his own garden at Mount Pleasant, and carried him over to ValleyMinor,
and gave him in charge to a constable, who sent him to Owen, Mr. Nesbett having left
word that if he was caught he was to be taken to Owen. Mr. Nesbett is the overseer of
Valley Minor as well as Owen; never saw him from that time until last night, when his
cousin brought him to me with a collar on; never saw the collar or chain on him till now,
but heard that once before this he had a collar and chain on some time ago before this; I
have, however, often seen him with marks of a very severe flogging, his skin was much cut
up, but not so bad as it is now; his feet were also filled with chigoes, as he had not any
body to take care of him. We often thought of going to a magistrate to complain, but as
we thought we should be treated worse if we went to him, we always kept away.

This witness had a child in her arms about three months old.

William Fleming, an Apprentice to Owen; sworn.

I know John James, he is my cousin; I brought him here with the iron collar round his
neck; he had been absent for six days, and was brought home to Owen by a constable. Mr.
Nesbett, the overseer of Owen, took and tied him with his own hand to a tree, and switched
him; after switching him he put on the iron collar which he has now on his neck; the
collar was put on last Monday the 25th September, and the boy has been working since with
the collar on; he then ordered an old man, named Robert Campbell, to lock him up at
nights in a dungeon; the boy was locked up Tuesday and Wednesday nights; I am sure of
that, but cannot speak with certainty as to Thursday; I went into the dungeon myself on
Tuesday, and found it so wet that 1 could put my hand down and take up the wet dirt;
the people have not been put in there for a long time; no board was there for the boy to
sleep upon ; he was not locked up on the Friday and Saturday nights, as the old man would
not lock him up as busha was not there; he slept in a little room in the apprentice yard
belonging to one of his uncles; he has an uncle on the property and an aunt. These persons
and myself work on three different properties belonging to my master, Owen Valley, Minor,
and Castleton; when we go from one property to the other, we stop the whole week. The
boy sometimes comes to work at Castleton when we are there; but when the big people go
back to Owen after the week’s work, instead of his going there, where his family can take
care of him, he loiters at Castleton for the rest of the week, and only appears at Owen the
following Monday ; his aunt feeds him whenever he remains with the family, and he sleeps
at her house. The overseer does not give him any fish, nor any food, nor does he give any
person any time in the week to pay for feeding him. Have seen the busha switch him twice

efore this time; he switched him for absence, he also placed the collar on his neck before;
the first time he had the collar on, I think, about three weeks, but I did not see any chain
on him the first time; never saw the busha put the collar on or switch any other boy on the
‘property; is certain that I must have seen the chain had it been on; the boy generally
wore the shirt buttoned to hide the collar, and it is possible that I might not have seen the
chain.

Abraham Isaacs, Esq., a Magistrate of the parish of St. Ann’s; sworn.

Iam a magistrate of this parish, and have been present during the examination, by
Messrs. Gordon and Daughtrey, of the above-mentioned witnesses; I have seen the boy
named John James with the iron collar round his neck ; and have only been prevented from
handing the case over to the clerk of the peace for this parish, to be forwarded to Her
Majesty’s Attorney-general, by the determination of Messrs. Gordon and Daughtrey to for-
ward the same to his Excellency the Governor.

Captain T’. H. Dillon, Special Magistrate; sworn.

I am acquainted with Mr. Nesbett; this is the first case of oppression towards his people
that I have ever heard of, or has ever come before me; and muchas I deprecate the alleged
offence, I feel sorry that one whose conduct is generally humane should have so far com-
mitted himself. I may add, that Mr. Nesbett has built an asylum for yaw patients, to pre-
vent the contagion spreading. This asylum is intended for those of free condition as well as
apprentices, and has been built at some cost. His attention to the patients is marked by
humanity, and, to my knowledge, they are to all appearance progressing towards rapid
cure,
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TurEsDAy, 3 October 1837.

Jokn Wallace, an Apprentice to Owen; sworn.

Knows John James ; remembers seeing John James with a collar and chain oa sometime
ago, put on by the overseer; they were put on because he ran away. The chain was wraptround his body, and covered with his shirt, so that anybody passing by could not see it;
he had them on for a fortnight; remembers the collar being put on Monday, last week, by
the overseer ; he was also switched by the overseer, Mr. Nesbett. Hercules, a boy belonging
to Owen, used also to be switched, for running away, by the overseer.

Henry Gray, an apprentice to Owen; sworn.

Knows John James ; busha put the collar and chain on before upon John James.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 50.

William Brown’s Case ; Apprentice to Mr. Smith, Dry Harbour.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann’s, in the Case of Hilliam Brown, anApprentice to Mr. James Smith, of Dry Harbour.

TurEspay, 3 October 1837.

Mr. James Smith; swom.
I HAVE an apprentice named William Brown; he has one blind eye, the other is perfectlygood, at all events, in my opinion; he lost one of his eyes in June 1836; he has not doneanything for me since April 1836; in June 1836 he fell from the roof of a house about 10feet high, and his eye became injured and blind from the fall ; in falling, his eye, 1 think,came in contact with a lath; he has never suffered injury from any other fall ; he was bledby Dr. S. Tucker immediately after his fall, and was ordered the next day, by Dr. EdwardTucker, to be salivated. I think he is about 55 years of age by the registry returns; he waswell taken care of during his sickness ; the doctor never told im, in giving him pills at thattime, that they should either kill or cure him; but, about four months ago, I gave him sixof Morrison’s pills myself, No. 2’s, which I am in the habit of taking, and [ then told him,“ Here, you old sinner, take those pills, they will either kill or cure you.” In the monthof February last, I sent up a gang of carpenters to the back-ground of Trelawny, to erecta new set of sugar-works. I told this man that he had sat down so long, he must go andcook for the others. I was under the impression that he acconrpanied the other people; buton my return from windward, three weeks after, I found him at my residence ; he had notmoved. I asked him why he had not gone up with the other people, particularly as a mule-cart had been sent up, in which he might have placed himself; he said he could not see tocook, that there was gravel in his eye (Dr. Edward Tucker has frequently examined hisgood eye, and he says it is positively good.) I said, “then you must go before Mr. Rawlinson,and see what he can do with you.” 1 took him the next day to Mr. Rawlinson, who told himthat, to his knowledge, he had been desired to work five or six months previously, on theopinion of the doctor. Mr. Rawlinson ordered him up to this place to cook for the gang,and told him, if he did not go he would send him to the workhouse ; I gave him in chargeof one of my apprentices to go up; he stopt there two weeks, and then returned to my resi-dence again, saying that he was sick ; I told him, “ there is nothing the matter with you, andI won’t give you physic ;” he went to Mr. Rawlinson, who gave him a note to me, stating,“The bearer'says he is sick, you won’t give him medicine;” I then gave him the six Morri-son’s pills hefore mentioned.” Dr. Tucker saw him about six times after taking these pills,and said there was nothing the matter with him, he must go to his work. At last, in themonth of June, | brought him before Mr. Rawlinson, to see what I could do with him; hehad then been absent two weeks. Mr. Rawlinson asked him if he would go to his work,and why he had left the place where he had been ordered to go and cook; he said, the

people would not give him anything to cook, and he was not going to stop there. Hereceived the same allowance there as the other people, to the best of my knowledge; I gavethem either 5s, per week, or a quart of flour or rice daily, with salt fish to the deserving,He flatly refused Mr. Rawlinson to go to his work, and he was sentenced to receive 20 or 25lashes, forget which. This was on the 15th July, I think, he received the punishment, andcame back to my residence the day following; on the 17th I had occasion to go totelawny, and left him at my residence; I returned at the end of the week, and found thate had gone away; I did not see him for a couple of weeks after, and I again carried himbefore Mr. Rawlinson, at Dry Harbour, who asked him if he would not go to work, and dosomething; he said, No, he could not work; he had no ground, no house, and could notwork. I said, “There is plenty of land, and ifyou will agree to work a ground for yourself, Iwill not ask you to do anything else ;” he said, No, he would not. Mr. Rawlinson remon-154,
strate
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strated with him for a long time; and he at length said, if E would allow him to go into the
blacksmith’s shop, and blow the bellows, he would go; this was after he had been threatened
to be sent to the workhouse; I refused, as I had plenty of bellowsblowers, and his trade
was that of a carpenter; I again offered him to work the ground for himself, or go to cook,
and he refused. Mr. Rawlinson then sentenced him to the workhouse for one month, but
not to be put on the treadmill; it was then about four o’clock A, M. and too late to send
him that night to St. Ann’s Bay ; I was authorized to keep him in confinement that night,
and give him food, which I did; I sent him off the next morning about seven o'clock, in
charge of one of my own people, who returned about 10 o'clock, and told me that old
William was lying down on the road, and would not go; [ sent a mule-cart for him, and
brought him home. On the following day Dr. Edward Tucker came there, and examined
his eye, and asked what was the matter with him, recommending hin to take exercise and
bitter wood infusion, and that, if he would take that, and go to his work, he would get
better immediately; that was the last Saturday in August; and since then I have seen
nothing of him until to-day, when 1 met him with a good load of provisions on his head,
On questions from the court Mr. Smith gave the following answers :

William Carr never received any accident to my knowledge, but he was poorly for some
time with venereal. He having been cured of venereal, the medicine for the cure of which
was administered by myself, he committed a theft and ran away, and was taken up at Berry-
dale and committed to the workhouse, by Mr. Gaynor, as a runaway. I took him out, but
he was not brought before me with handcuffs on. When he came home I wrote to
Mr. Rawlinson, who sent me authority to put him in the cage to secure him that night; the
next morning he was taken out, but he laid down on the ground, pretending he was sick,
and saying he could not walk. I wrote off this to Mr. Rawlinson, who sent back to have
him examined by a doctor, and stated that if he pronounced him free of disease, he would
send the police tor him; the doctor examined him, and stated that he was not ill. I informed
Mr. Rawlinson of this, who sent the police for him, and they carried him up; he was tried
and sentenced to receive 39 lashes,

WEDNEspAY, 4 October 1837.

William Brown, an Apprentice to Mr. James Smith, apparently between 60 and 70 years
of age; sworn.

Some time ago [ tumbled off a house and injured my eye, which got blind afterwards.1 am very weak, and not able to work; I have not strength to do anything, and have beenquite weakly since the time I got the fall that knocked out my eye. My master told thejourneyman to give me the same allowance as the rest of the people if 1 worked, but thejourneyman said I was not able to work ; he gave me an axe to work with, but I was notable to work with it, and all the allowance he gave me was a half dollar andalittle fish thefirst week IT went there; the second week he gave me four bits anda little fish; then after-wards he gave me three bits, and the last week he told me I could not work, I must go backto Dry Harbour, and he gave me 10d. worth of rice and a little fish. I went then to DHarbour to master, and told him that I was sick, and could not get any medicine; he toome and put me in the cage for a whole day and night, and gave me a little pint of boiledrice; he never gave me anything again, but missis gave me once a quart of flour andahalf pint of rice, Massa lie turned me out of the yard, and said if I could not workI must go away. 1 went away, but came back again. Missis is a very good lady, and shetold me any time I must come to her and she would give me something, but I must notallow massa to see it. At the time 1 was flogged I was kept two days without anythingto eat, and not being able to get anything from massa, | went away. 1 remember the timewhenI fell in the water; massa jumped in the water and touk me away. Ihave not run-away from massa, but he drove me away.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 50.

Prince Brown’s Case, an Apprentice to Knapdale.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, in the matter of Complaint made byPrince Brown, an Apprentice to Knapdale, in the Parish of St. Ann.

WepNeEspAy, 27 September 1837.

Priace Brown, an Apprentice to Knapdale; sworn.
I REMEMBER the time of the trouble of Eliza Osborn and Nancy Webb;I was in the hot-house at the time. I have been locked up in the dungeon many times, and catted on myback several times. Joseph Brown sometimes carried me to the busha, Mr. Clarke, whoput me in the dungeon; he also put me there twice without carrying me to busha, who wasnot at home; and when busha returned,I complained to him, but he drove me away. I wasonly carried twice to the special magistrate, who sent me to he punished, and would not

allow
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allow me to say a word for myself. The overseer told the constable, Joseph Brown, that themagistrate had given leave to him to lock people up in the dungeon when he found fault
with them, at all times when he, the busha, was absent. I remember on one occasion bein:
locked up on my own days, Saturdays and Sundays, and locked up every night besides for
six days; that Joseph Brown, the constable on Knapdale estate, found fault with him, and
cursed him in the field, calling him a son of a bitch, a good-for-nothing worthless rogue.
I then called out to Bayley, and said, “ Do you hear how this man is cursing me without
cause?” He then ran up and hit me with the whip over my head and bare back as
I was digging cane holes. I had taken my shirt off to do my work; on being struck by
Joseph Brown, I could not bear it; I ran up to him, and held the whip that he had in his
hand; he then collared me, andI still continued to hold on, when Joseph Brown stooped his
head and bit my fingers with his teeth ; he always carried the whip with him in the field the
same as in old time; it was the same description of whip that was used in the time of sla-
very, and he used to hit several persons with it; I saw him lick Louisa Thompson with it till
she piddled herself. Mr. Clarke knew that he had the whip in the field; he made no secret
of it, nor was he compelled to dowithout it, until after a complaint had been made by the
apprentices to the magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson, that Knapdale was the only place in the
arish that the whip was used ; that Mr. Rawlinson gave orders to leave it off ; that Joseph

Brown did not use to be hard on any women who were his favourites; he had two wives on
the property after the dispute above related. Joseph Brown hailed out to the book-kee er,
who ordered him to take me to the dungeon; I was kept locked up till next morning, when
Mr. Clarke ordered me to be taken out to be catted; I was afraid of the punishment, and I
ran into the cane-piece; I was searched for, found, and brought out, when the constable,
named Dennis Munro, catted me; I was not brought up before the magistrate to be tried
before I was catted ; I did not count the lashes; [ was flogged till Munro begged me off
himself. After the catting I was put into the field and kept at work, and some time after-
wards I was put in the workhouse; after my return I dug one hundred and fifty holes upon
one piece, and go on another in my own time. WhenI asked for my money Mr. Clarke
told me, “ You took your master’s time to sit down in the workhouse, and now you have
come back you want money; I will be damned if you shall get any.” When Mr. Clarke
was going away I went into the overseer’s house during his absence, and saw a pair of shoes ;
I said, “ It is very hard for me to lose my money that I have been working for, and I shall
take these shoes and keep them till I am paid.” When Mr. Clarke returned he missed the
shoes, and was told that Phad taken them; he taxed me with it, and I denied having them;
he threatened me with the dungeon, and I told him I could not help it, that I had dug so
mary cane holes, and never got paid; he said, “ If you mention that word to me again I
will knock your brains out.” I was then put in the dungeon, but was not brought before the

magistrate j I was taken out on the Sunday evening, having been put in at the dinner time
on Saturday; I was locked up for a day and a half; the shoes remain with me up to the
present moment. WhenI was in the workhouse I was there 14 days, during which time I
was put on the mill twice a day; I kept the step at first, but could not afterwards from
weakness, when I was flogged on the back on my old flogging, which was not well; the
blood ran down my back, which was always bare when I went on the mill, as they always
made the men roll up their trousers and pull their frock off when we set to work. After I
was let out | felt very well. I went to work, and in a few days afterwards felt a pain in
my stomach, and began to pass nothing but blood downwards. I then went to Mr. Clarke
to request him to take me into the hothouse, but he drove me away, and I was so sick that
Tran away for two weeks. I then returned, and was examined by Dr. Samuel Tucker, at the
request of Mr. Clarke, who sent me to the hothouse. When I was in the workhouse, the
boatswains used to flog the people; when they could not step, they would flog both women
and men. I saw several piccaniny mothers in the treadmill, particularly a woman named
Jane Johnson, belonging to Mr. Gallimore, of Fort George. When the people could not
keep step they hung by the mill, and then they were flogged and hung on, being boxed about
by the mill as it went round, cutting the shins dreadfully; I was cut myself. As we are at
the sea-side working, we used to wash our sores, but we were not sent for that purpose by
Mr. Drake. Mr. Drake ordered the boatswain to flog us when we could not keep step.
never saw Mr, Hilton, the clerk of the peace, at the workhouse, nor any white gentleman

but Mr. Drake. Did not observe any pregnant women while I was there.

Mr. Nash, the present Overseer on Knapdale; sworn.

When I first took charge of the property, on the 23d of June last, found Prince Brown in
the hospital; he remained there for a week or two, when he came out, and went to thesecond gang, where he had never before been employed. I several times told him he must
go to the great gang, as I could not allow an able man like him to remain in the second gang.
I gave orders twice to the constable to take him to the great gang; he would not go, and
as been remaining in the second gang until this day. He said he would not go to the great
Pa because he was sick. The doctor prescribed balsam capaivi for him three weeks ago,
ut made no remark as to his capability to work in the great gang. I told Brown thatSooner than he should work in the second gang I would be content for him to remain in the

hospital. The reason why he went out of the hothouse was to go to the cane-piece, where1 found him eating canes; he had also some provisions with him, and a piece of cane in hisbasket. I called the constable, William Campbell, to lock him up, as he had been cuttingcanes; he was locked up, and let out the next morning, when he went to the secondgang to
work3 he remained there till last week ; he came and told me that he had fever ig oad,

. a
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“I had taken you before in the hothouse, and you would not remain there, but went out
and cut canes; I will therefore not receive you into the hothouse again; but as yours is an
old complaint, you can come whenever yourequire medicine, andI will give em what the
doctor prescribed, say balsam of capaivi.” J also gave directions to the doctor-man to
furnish him with medicine on his applying for it. He would not go away, but -sat down in
the millhouse, and I desired thedoetor-sian, Samuel Barrett, who is also a constable, to
take him to his work. The constable came and told me that Prince Brown would not go;
I said, “ Never mind, let him remain; I dare say the doctor will be here to-day, and he shall
look at him.” He remained in the millhouse for halfa day, after which I did not see any
more of him. I took a ride after dinner round one of the most out-of-the-way cane-pieces
(it was offine plants), and came to a handbasket full of pieces of canes, and some yams at the
top; it contained also a large bundle of oil-nuts. I got off, and stopped there for near three
quarters of an hour. I saw the horse look round very quickly into the canes; I then went
up, and shortly after heard a rustling, as if somebody was running through them; i listened
to the sound, and ran round in the direction, when [met up Prince Brown, who, as soon ag
he saw me, turned round and ran into the cane-piece. { followed him some way, but could
not catch him, I then gave up the pursuit. I took possession of the basket and its contents,
and have not seen anything of him until the present moment. When I got home, I inquired
if Prince Brown had a ground ; I was told no, that he destroys other people’s grounds. I de-
sired Joseph Brown to inquire whether any of the apprentices who had grounds had lost any
of their provisions. The next morning a woman named Miller told me that theprovisions
were hers, and had come out of her ground; she asked for them, but I told her she could
not have them till the magistrate had seen them. The pockets of the pennistone cloak
were filled with yams.

Thomas Bayley, Constable on Knapdale; sworn.

This affair I recollect; there used to be several disputes between Joseph Brown and
Prince Brown; there was a fighting match at one time. I remember Joseph Brown having
flogged Prince Brown, but it was before the Mulgrave law. I am positive that the whip was
never carried in the field by James Brown since the new law. [ think thatI first heard of
Prince Brown’s disease about a year ago, but cannot tell whether he had it before, and hid
it. [remember the story of the shoes; and that Prince, during Mr. Clarke’s absence, went
into the house, took awaya pair of shoes, a shirt, and a piece of meat out of the safe ; Talso
remember Prince Brown complaining of not receiving payment for digging cane holes in his
own time ; he was avery hard-working man, and used to do such work. Ialso heard
the constable, Joseph Brown, say, that the people had dug cane holes, and the busha would
not pay them, and that if he went on that way, none of the people would take jobs again,
I did not hear the reason stated from anybody why Prince was not paid. I heard also that
the busha had refused to pay Frank Stewart, Alick Campbell, and Joseph Brown’s own sweet-
heart, Frances Gordon, for work performed in their own time. I did not hear it from them-
selves; I can’t say whether they ever got paid.

Joseph Brown, Head Constable on Knapdale; sworn.

I never carried a whip in the field since the 1st of August law. I remember theflogging
spoken of by Prince Brown, but it was before the new law. I remember the stealing of the
shoes and shirt; Prince Brown acknowledged to me that he had taken them, and the over-
seer ordered me to put him in the bilboes. Prince Brown, Frances Gordon, and Frank
Stewart had dug cane holes in their own time, and were owed for their work by Mr. Clarke,
who had refused to pay them. I am certain that the cane holes dug by Prince Brown must
have been good, but he understood that Mr. Clarke complained that some of the cane holes
were not good. I remember being directed by the overseer to desire Prince Brown to go
from the second to the first gang, and his refusal to do so. I also remember the basketwith
the canes and yams, found by Mr. Nash. I am aware that Prince Brown was in the habit
of going to other people’s grounds; he has no yam-piece of his own. The yams found were
said to be the property of an old watchman, who had a small ground near the cane-piece
where Prince Brown was observed by Mr. Nash. I remember Prince Brown working his own
time at spell-work, but do not think he got paid for it; I do not know whether he got pay or
not; I know many who worked that way and got paid; I do not know any who did not get
paid, except Prince Brown. I heard the overseer, Mr. Clarke, assign as a reason for not
paying Prince Brown, that he, Prince Brown, owed some days to the estate. He has had his
disease on him more than a year, but not before Mulgrave law; he did not have it before he
went to the workhouse.

Louisa Thompson, Apprentice to Knapdale ; sworn.
I remember Joseph Brown’s beating me ; it was since the new law ; hecame up and gave

me two boxes with his fist, but not with the whip; the blood gushed from my nose and
I piddled myself ; he also put me in the dungeon several times of his own accord, without
orders from Mr. Clarke. I could not keep up with the rest of the gang in work in conse-
quence of deformity in my fingers (which she exhibited). JosephBrown admitted having
ven two slaps to Louisa Thompson, which caused her nose to leed, but that he did not
o fo under angry feelings; he was only playing with her.
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Dennis Munro, an Apprentice to Knapdale; sworn.

I was ordered by Joseph Brown, since the new law, to flog Prince Brown; I have flozged
him before the new law,by orders of the overseer. I begged for him whenI found he could
not take the flogging, and he was let off. I never saw Joseph Brown with a whip in his
hand since the new law; he used to carry a walking stick.

Tuurspay, 28 September 1837.

Mr. Clarke, late Overseer on Knapdale; sworn.

I can say nothing too bad of the character of Prince Brown; he is by far the worst manon the property ; he has been suffering from venereal upwards of three years ; he never would
cultivate his own ground, but habitually went about robbing the people’s grounds ; he alsohas broken frequently into the works, and robbed rum and sugar therefrom. 1 am aware
that Joseph Brown, at the commencement of the new system, occasionally put some of thepeople into the dungeon of his own accord, but I pet a stop to his doing so. I think thereis not a more faithful servant on the property than Joseph Brown; he is rather a bad-tempered man, and [ have frequently admonished him, but have been obliged to support him
in his authority. One cause of his want of influence over the people is, that he is not a verymoral character, and sometimes quarrels with the people who are Baptists and Methodists.As he is not under the influence himself of any religious feelings, I have oftenmyselfadvised that he should join some religious body, as his doing so would be Paderably tohis advantage in the management of the people. Thomas Bayley is one of the very bestapprentices on the property; he is a very excellent character. I swear most positivel thatI never stopped a farthing from Prince Brown for digging cane holes, but cannotpositivelyswear to having paid the others, as I remember that some of the holes were not dug proerly, and I was obliged to get jobbers to dig them over again. I positively swear thatnever took three days from Eliza Osborn after the time of her return from the work-house; Iam also certain that I never said that Mr. Rawlinson gave me the authority tolock up persons, as I considered that the law gave me the power. Joseph Brown, whenacting as constable, frequently since the new law requested me to relieve him from allauthority, as he would be more satisfied to take his hoe and go into the field.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 50.

Donald Grant’s Case; hired to Mr. Smith, of Dry Harbour.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, in the Case of a brown Man namedDonald Grant, an Apprentice to Mr. Matheson, but hired to Mr. James Smith, of Dryarbour. .

Mownpay, 2 October 1837.

William Clarke, a Constable to Queenhithe 3 sworn,
I knew Donald Grant; Mr. Burbridge, then overseer of Queenhithe, sent for me, andasked whether Grant was at Queenhithe; I told him “ Yes 37’ Mr. Smith, who was there,then told me to go and bring him; I went and brought him, and Mr. Smith asked him wherehe had been all the time; he said he had gone to town to the governor; he then desired meto put him in the bilboes; I did 80; next morning he sent for him and took him down toDry Harbour, where he was tried by Mr. Rawlinson; he was then sent to Queenhithe toTeceive 25 lashes; Mr. Smith came up himself, and Mr. Burbridge gave him the hberty tomake me tie him; I tied him by the direction of Mr. Burbridge, extending his hands andfeet, which were lashed to the gate of the horse stable; I gave him 25 lashes, and after Ihad finished Mr. Smith gave me a half dollar.

_The court here informed the witness that he should not have received the wages offeredhim; the half dollar offered was the price of blood, and he should sooner have given up hisconstable’s office than consent to inflict such a punishment on his fellow creature, when itwas not a part of his duty to do so.
William Clarke in continuation. When I was going to flog Grant, Mr. Smith told me tofay it well cn, but I did not do so as his flesh was weak, and every knot on the cut was abump as big as my finger, and whaled the flesh; his back bled after | was done, and wasmuch swelled. Mr. Rawlinson came up after the flogging; he looked at the back, and saidthat he must be taken back to Dry Harbour to his work immediately; Mr. Rawlinson thenSent me for Grant’s woman that he lived with, and asked her if she knew the law for keeping@ gentleman’s apprentice in her house; he did not make me swear that I had taken theMan out of Julian ‘Taylor’s house; the woman said, ‘‘ Grant is a freeman;” Mr. Rawlinsonsaid, “ He is not ;” and he said, “ If you don’t shut your mouth I'll make you pay all thedays which Grant has lost ”” the woman said, “ Sir, [won't pay anything of the sort; youmust send me to St. Ann’s, where the law is ;” Mr. Rawlinson then desired her to be takento her work, and in a half hour after he sent for me he gave me a paper to give toGeorge4,
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JAMAICA.
——

Encl. 4, in No. 50.



JAMAICA.

204 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Clarke to carry her (Julian Taylor) to the house of correction. George Clarke then carried
her. Donald Grant was a healthy man; he did not use to skulk at Queenhithe, but he
used to go and come to see his wife,

Julian Taylor, an Apprentice to Queenhithe ; sworn.

I know Donald Grant; I used to live with him; he was taken up at Queenhithe after
coming from the Governor, and carried to Dry Harbour and tried; he was sent back to
Queenhithe to be flogged; he was flogged at the horse stable after being tied to the gate;
I did not see the flogging; he was flogged very severe; I saw him after the flogging, but
I had not the power to dress his back; I did not see him after it, immediately after he was
flogged. Mr. Rawlinson sent for me; on going before him he asked me what right I had to
harbour Mr. Smith’s apprentice; I told him that he was not an apprentice, that he was free;
he said he was not, and would make me pay for harbouring him; he said if | did not pa
for the time that Grant took to go to town, that he would send me to the tread-mill; he
then turned to Mr. Burbnidge and said, “ You must keep a good count upon this girl, and
see that she pays the time lost by Grant;” I told him that Grant was seeking for his rights,
and I had not lost any of my owner's time; how then could I be called upon to pay for
him when he was seeking for his rights? he then sentenced me to hard labour and the tread-
mill for 10 days; no witness was sworn against me; when I was in the workhouse Grant
came to see me; he looked quite sick, and | looked at his back ; there was nodressing upon
it; and when J went to lift the cloth that covered his back it stuck to the back like aplaster;
I saw the back, and it looked quite black and smelt bad; he said that he felt a pain about
his heart, and his hands were quite helpless to him; when he left me he did so for thepur-
pose of going again to the Governor; when he was taken up at my house-he had been in
there two days; when he came from town after leaving me at St. Ann’s Bay workhouse, he
told me that he brought a paper from the Governor to Mr. Rawlinson, who, when he took
the paper, said, “ This’ man has gone to Governor a second time;” he then took him and
sent him down to Mr. Smith, who had him put in the cage at Dry Harbour ; they afterwards
took him out of the cage and carried him up to Inverness, and I never saw anything more
of him; he died at Inverness; I heard of his death after he had been buried; iwas on the
tread-mill twice a day when in St. Ann’s house of correction; my shins were cut up, and
I have had pains in my skin ever since.

George French, an Apprentice and a Constable at Queenhithe; sworn.

I was close by the horse stable when Donald Grant was brought up for punishment; he
was tied to the horse stable and was catted by William Clarke; he got a severe catting;
Mr. Smith stood close by to Clarke, and saw Clarke lay the lashes on; neither Mr. Rawlinson
nor Mr. Burbridge were by; they were both in the house; the back was bleeding. Mr.
Alloway, a minister, rode by; he came up and asked what the man had done; he saw him
when they were carrying him to Dry Harbour; his back was bare; I know nothing of him
since then; he died at Inverness. ith regard to Julian Taylor, since she returned from
the workhouse she has never been able to work in the field; she is constantly in the hos-
pital; but before then she was an active working woman; she sometimes, like all women,
forgot herself and made her tongue go, but she is, generally speaking, a good woman; she
is now a patient of the hospital. Dr. Johnson is the doctor of Queenhithe.

TuEspay, 8 October 1837,

Mr. James Matheson, the Proprietor of a Gang of Masons.

I knew Donald Grant; he was the property of my father, and became, after his death, the
property of his legatees, of whomIam one; be had but one leg; he died at Inverness in
the hospital after a long sickness. His back had perfectly recovered from the flogging which
he received, and my opinion is, that he died from exposure, occasioned by his own fault, after
he received the flogging, but I don’t think that he died from the effects of the flogging.
I heard of the claim which he set up to freedom, and I sent up myself an affidavit to the
King’s House (through Mr. Rawlinson) that I had known the mother of Grant asa slave
on Inverness, and had known him constantly working there as such, until I hired him asa
mason, when I was building the chapel at Rio Bueno. After he left me, he went to Mr.
Smith by his own wish, stating that he would not return to the mountains; he received his
usual allowance which he had when with me, and he went away twice to the King’s House
since the apprenticeship to claim his freedom. I believe he was remonstrated with for so
doing, but he still continued to absent himself. The subject of his freedom was tried at St.
Ann’s Bay, but I do not know by what court. I consider that his death was caused by fre-
quent walkings at night, and exposing himself; he had every attention paid to him during
his sickness, and was attended by Dr. Wilson. Whenever I was at the place, I sent him
nourishment myself, and he always got it regularly. He wasaman between 40 and 45
years of age, and was very active and industrious, until he took the notion of freedom in his
ead. His sister claimed her freedom at St. Ann’s Bay, and, failing to establish it, ran away-
She has been away about 10 years, and by her having taken her freedom, I suppose he
thought he had a right to it too.
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Mr. James Smith ; sworn.
I knew Donald Grant; he often took a day or two; he was away for 66 days, during

which time he brought two notes from Mr. Rawlinson. I understood that he was harboured.
at Queenhithe by the woman he lived with. 1 wrote a note to Mr. Burbridge, in his capa-
city as 8 magistrate, who sent one of his constables, who took him out of the house. Mr.Burbridge kept him in confinement till Monday. I sent one of my people, who brought
him from Queenhithe home, and I also sent a message to Mr. Rawlinson, who authorized
me to keep him in confinement till he came down, and to feed him. He was only confined
atnights, and was at liberty during the day. I took him to Concord on the Wednesday
morning, where 1 met Mr. Rawlinson, who asked why he had not returned to his work after
he had given him the note? He said, that he had been to the Governor a second time, and had
only returned the week previous. Mr. Rawlinson asked him,if he had brought another note
from Mr. Hill or the Governor? He replied, “ No;” that he had gone to Highgate, and
that the Governor sent him down to Mr. Hill, who drove him away, saying, that he had got
a letter already. Mr. Rawlinson said “TI don’t believe you have been there this time, or
‘ou would have gota letter from Mr. Hill; you have been lurking about Queenhithe negro-
ouses.” Mr. Rawlinson then asked him if he would go back to his work? He said, “ No,”

that he was a free man, Mr. Rawlinson said, “I have examined the woman who you said
could establish your freedom, and she said she knows nothing at all about you, and if you |
don’t go back to your work, I shall be under the necessity of punishing you.” He again said
that he would not. Mr. Rawlinson then ordered him to receive 25 lashes, and to repay 20
days for the time lost. The sentence is now in my possession; he was punished by a con-
stable at Queenhithe, at the desire of Mr. Rawlinson, who said that it would be some incon-
venience to me to send him to the police-station for punishment. Mr. Rawlinson was at
Queenhithe when the punishment was inflicted. Immediately after receiving the punishment
he put on his shirt and walked to my residence, about a mile anda half distant from the pro-
perty, and where he remained a week doing nothing. I saw his back dressed every day bymy servants, with sweet-oil and linen. As soon as he felt himself pretty well, after stopping
about a week, he went away again. In about two weeks after that, Mr. Rawlinson brought
him to me at Dry Harbour, and said, “ Mr. Smith, I brought Donald Grant to you, whodeclares that he will not return to his work, and I think the best thing you can do is to send
him back 4o Inverness, and have nothing more to do with him.” I told Mr. Rawlinson that
.that would be holding out a bad example to the other people, as they might serve me the
same way. I then asked Grant (whom I had not yet seen) whether he would go back
to his work? He said, No, he would rather have a brace of balls through him. I said,
“Very well, I'll give you a note, and send you home by one of my own people ;” and IJ did
£0, and have not seen him since. He mentioned, after being asked where he had been to for
the last two weeks, that he had been again tothe Governor; he was then quite well; he had
been working with me for four or five years; he drank a great deal, and lived principally
upon tobacco and rum; I saw no difference in his apparent state of health when he last
returned to me.

Mr. William Matheson; sworn.

I knew Donald Grant; he was returned to me at Inverness by Mr. Smith, in very good
health ; he was brought home one evening late ; I put him in confinement that night, and
the next morning remonstrated with him about his conduct ; I found out that he had been
with the Governor at Greenwich-park; he has an excellent family on the property, and I
gave him a week to look about him; I then sent him to repair stone walls; he came andcomplamed of having nothing to eat, which entirely arose from his long absence from the
property; I gave him a dollar, which he promised to repay by working in his own time; he
did not work after that, but went to the hothouse ; he absented himself, as I have been told,
for some time, having gone to Falmouth; on bis return, he complained of sickness ; he wasattended to by the doctor; he received nourishment, and died, as 1 suppose, from hiscontinual wanderings.

Dr. Barnett ; sworn.
I saw Donald Grant some time before his death, in the hospital at Inverness; I prescribedforhim; he appeared rather bloated, and received every attention on the property.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 50.

Susannah Carter’s Case; an Apprentice to Home Castle.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, in a matter of Complaint made by

Susannah Carter, of Home Castle, in the Parish of St. Ann.

TuEspay, 3 October 1837.

Susannah Carter, an Apprentice to Home Castle; sworn.
I was sent to the workhouse with Sarah Reid, Ann Clarke, and Louisa Brown. Saraheid had a young child, I tried to dance the treadmill, but I could not keep step, and I154, constantly
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constantly hung by the straps with my feet knocking against the wheel (this woman exhibited
her legs, which had marks of sores, occasioned by the treadmill). I was never catted, but
Sarah Reid was. I danced the mill twice a day, morning and evening. Never saw the
boatswain or the drivers call any of the women to come to them. I was not required to do
any work on the Sunday, Mr. Drake was then dead. They kept the chain and the collar
on on the Sunday, andI slept with my feet in the shackles. At first we worked on the
eight-hour system; after that it was changed to the nine ; then again we were put on the
eight-hour, and we felt hard. One Friday we drew off, when we heard our neighbour’s shell-
blow, and went to Brown’s Town to complain. We only saw Mr. Isaacs, who told us to
come back, and on Saturday we would see Mr. Rawlinson. We all returned onSaturday,
Mr. Rawlinson heard our story, and told us that he could not pass the overseer’s word, and
that we must work the Friday. On the following Friday, when we heard the neighbour's
shell-blow at 10 o’clock, we all drew off and left the field. On the following Tuesday
Mr. Rawlinson came to Home Castle, and ordered us to pay two Saturdays. On going the
other le were tattling and making a noise; I was not, having gone another way by
m self r was called back by Mr. Rawlinson with the other people, and on exclaiming
“Why?” Mr. Shelly, the book-keeper, laid hold of me, and put me in the dungeon along
with the others. Mr. Rawlinson sent us to the workhouse for 10 days, but we were let out
on the eighth day. When they came home they were made to work the two Saturdays,
according to the first sentence, and one other for the Saturday they lost in the workhouse.
I have five children, and during my absence they all wandered about. Mr. Fairweather
was present on the Saturday we came to Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town. On the
magistrate’s telling us that he could not pass busha’s word, I admit that weall join in declarin
that we would take the half Friday. On the Tuesday following Mr. Rawlinson called us al
and committed us for two Saturdays.

Sarah Reid, an Apprentice to Home Castle; sworn.

On the Tuesday following the Saturday that we came to Brown’s Town Mr. Rawlinson
came to Home Castle, and called us all up and committed us for two Saturdays; after turning
us away, and we were going along, the overseer said to the constable, Henry Gordon, “ If
ou can get a hold to send to St. Ann’s.” The constable then laid hold of Ann Clarke.

Vaia not hear what he said. I took Ann Clarke by the arm, and said, “ We are all going
to die for the half Friday.” Mr. Shelly then seized me and put me in the dungeon. After
being confined for a short time I was taken before Mr. Rawlinson, who sentenced me to the
house of correction for 10 days, without hearing a word in my defence. [ carried a sucking
child there, and was obliged to leave it in the yard when I was placed on the mill, which
was twice a day. I could not keep step the first day, and hung on the mill I was then
flogged on my feet. Two of my sisters were sent at the same time.

Mary Ann Bowerbank, an Apprentice to Home Castle; sworm.

I recollect the 1st of August last year; part of the people went to work and part took the
day. I was at Dunbarton, where the day was given, and believing it to be a holiday,
I went to the river to be baptized. The overseer never said anything to me for taking the
ist of August. One Friday, when I was making a limekiln close to my ground, busha said,
“ What nght had the man there?” I replied, that as he was married to me he had liberty
to labour for me. For this we were put in separate dungeons that night, and let out next
morning, when we came to Mr. Rawlinson at Brown’s Town, but got no redress. Some
time after this I went upon spell at four o’clock in the morning feeding mill, and worked till
after shell turn-in; the afternoon, while upon my work, I was singing psalms. When
Mr. Rawlinson next came busha took me up to him, and said that he heard me singing
psalms, and that he would never be satisfied unless he got me punished. Mr. Rawlinson
then said, he would send me to learn to sing psalms on the treadmill. For tiis I was sent
to the workhouse for 10 days to dance the mill four times a day; but when I got there the
people saw that I was not able, and they only put me on three times aday. When I came
from St. Ann’s my husband was obliged to carry me to the hospital; I was so sick I took
some salts, after being bled. After getting a little better I went to the overseer to ask him
to put me to light work; he refused; and on my saying I was unable to go to the field, he
called the constable, and put me in a horse and cart and took me to the field and threw me
on the ground. The constable who drove the cart is named Angus Morrison. Iwas not
able to work, and | laid down on the ground till night. I was taken there after buckra
breakfast. Next day | went to the hothouse, but buckra would not take me; I was obliged

creep to the field, where I kept doing a little behind the gang, till I gradually got
iter,

Eliza Morrison, an Apprentice to Darnock ; sworn.

I was in the workhouse for a week and a half, and danced the treadmill twice a day
I was called by Thomas White, the boatswain, and went to him three nights; I slept in his
roum instead of being locked up with the rest of the women. I was never flogged on the
mill, but was worked the same as the rest of the people. I bruised my shinsalittle the first
day, no womuch. The chain was taken off when my sister went to the driver and I to the
beatswain. Thomas White sent a young woman to call me. I said, “ No.” He sent the
young woman back again. I then went to the young woman’s room, where the boatswain
was. He then laid hold of me ani carried me to his own room. I did not want to go, an

1 pulled
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I pulled back. The driver’s wife, Elizabeth Ward, came to call me. If I did not go, perhaps JAMAICA.Thomas White would have made me dance more than the rest. ——
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Amaryllis Gale’s Case.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown's Town in the Parish of St, Ann, respecting an Apprenticed Labourer toDunbarton Estate, named Amaryllis Gale.

Saturpay, 30 September 1837.

Amaryllis Gale, an Apprentice to Dunbarton, whose appearance indicates the age of
50 years; sworn.

I am the mother of ten children ; nine are at work on the property, and one of them isfree; 1 am working in the yard, cleaning up dung and doing other light work. I went toMr. Rawlinson on one occasion to beg him for a paper to busha to give mealittle time tolook for victuals for my children ; I took all of my ten children to show him; he gave meapaper, and I carried it to Mr. Mallett, the busha; busha told me that themagistratecould not give me leave to sit down, that Mr. Hamilton Brown, the attorney, was the onlyperson who could do it; I went away, and on the following Sunday I was sent to Rio Buenoto mind my son-in-law, who was sick there. I returned on Tuesday, and on Wednesdathe busha sent Alexander Lynch to me to say that if 1 did not go to my work he would lockme up. The half of every Friday is given’to me, and on the other days I do not turn outtill after the busha’s breakfast time; we are working the nine-hours’ system. WhenI received the message, I went to busha and said, “ How can you say you will lock me upwhen you know that I went to the magistrate?” he replied, “1 shall make you know thatI am a busha on Dunbarton ;” he then had me locked up in the dungeon; I was put in onthe Wednesday at Negro breakfast time and kept in till Thursday the same time; after beinglet out busha said, “ Go to your work,” Jtold him, “ If you will give my little piccaninnyfree that you cheat me out of, I will go to my work.” ialso told him I must go to myhouse for victuals. On Friday I went to my ground, busha passed me, and then sentback a boy who was following him to tell me that 1 must pay back the day I took to go toRio Bueno, to mind my son-in-law Edward Lewis 3 I told the boy, “ Hi! busha must likeme for time ; him can’t carry me to Brown’s Town to marry, because I am married already.”[also said he is always cursing me, for about a month ago he met me on the path andabused me in a most shameful manner, calling me all sorts of bad names. I came home atnight; four of my piccaninnies were in the house ; I then went to one of the houses on theproperty where a prayer meeting was, and while I was there two of the constables, Alexandernch and Adolphus Redwar, came inside and called me, but they did not make any noise.They told me that busha wanted me; I did not make any hesitation, but went;I askedthem what busha wanted ; they said they did not know; I then said, “ If it is to be lockedup, [have not had anything’ to-day, except a pint of rice which my son Edward Fearongave me, and which I divided among seven of us.” When [ went up busha said, “ Whatsort of a message was that, you sent me to-day?” he asked if it was a challenge I sentto him to go to Brown’s Town to the magistrate; he called the boy up, and he repeatedwhat I told him ; busha then ordered me to be locked up. I said, “ Is it for such a simplething you lock me up?” TI told him I was only making fun, that I had not anythingto eat, and that he must let me go to my house to take my cloak; he said no, that i must80 to the dungeon. I then told the constables who had charge of me that they must let_meg0 to my house to give my children something, as they had not had an thing to eat; thesaid no, they could not. ‘I felt very weak and I sat down, when Adolphus Redwar toome by the waist and Alexander Lynch had hold of my two feet; I hailed out, “I anquite hungry; are you going to kill me?” the constables then dragged me along, and inong so I struggled, and my petticoat turned up and exposed my person in a most shocking
manner; my son EdwardPeron came up at this moment and cried out, “ Oh! see whatyou are doing to my mother ;” he then called out to Patience _Lawrence and Corneliahitehorne to come and witness what they were doing to me; he said also to the constables,“ uy mother is a married woman ; see what you are doing to her; the busha ordered you toput her in the dungeon but not to turn up her clothes in that manner.” I was then stilldragged and put into the dungeon: this was on the Friday night. On the Saturday I waslet out and carried to Brown’s Town before Mr. Rawlinson; I told him all theydid to meand showed him my shift how they tore it up; Mr. Rawlinson said, “That is right;” hethen ordered me back to the dungeon to be locked up for the balance of the Saturday andthe next day, Sunday. On Monday I was let out and went to my work ; before the prenticelaw Inever did any work ; I was allowed to sit down at home and take care of my children.usha used tu give me fish with the other apprentices, when they got it; he used to findme sitting down often when I was sent to wor , as I was weak and not able to work fromSun up to sun down,
ise
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Question by the-Court, at suggestion of Mr. Mallett.] Had not the overseer occasion to
send for you one day this week from the Negro-house to go to your work ?— Answer.—M
daughter had achild, and as she (my daughter) was subject to fits, | went to the busha to
ask to have the child weaned; he told me that I must take the child and wean it, and that
I must work at the sume time. I carried the child to wean it, and used to go to my work,
I worked on the Monday and Tuesday in the yard ; on the Wednesday the breeze and rain
was so great that I could not come out with the child ;'on the Thursday, just as I was read
to come out to go to work busha sent a boy to call me; 1 went; before he sent to call me
I was just going to work, at the same hour as I always used to go.. Busha has sent down
to call me because I did not turn out the day before; he did not quarrel with me for not
turning out on the day before. ;

In reply to a question from the Court, Mr. Mallet said thatonno part of theWednesday
did he expect Amaryllis Gale to turn out, as the weather was too inclement for her to do so.

Q. Were any of your piccaninnies ever fed by your busha?—A. Yes; the little free one
named Nancy used to go to the busha’s house, but since this affair he has turned her away.

Q. Did you ever speak to your busha about the child who you state was cheated out of
her freedom?--A, Yes ; I went to busha on the 1st of August, him and the special magis-
trate, Mr. Connor, were there, and after they looked into a book, they told me that the child
was not free.

Q. When you was put into the dungeon from Wednesday to Thursday morning, did any-
body come to you?—A. Yes; my husband came and brought me something to eat; busha
did not send me anything; my son, Edward Fearon, was put in the dungeon with me at the
time I was exposed. The third time that I was put in was after I had been tried at Brown’s
Town; busha then sent me some rice; nobody but my husband ever brought anything to me
until then. I was confined twice in one week before I was carried to the magistrate; I was
put in on the Wednesday and let out on Thursdsy; the next time I was put in the Friday
evening, and carried to the magistrate on the Saturday ; I amcertain that the book-keeper
did not bring me anything to eat until the Saturday that I was put in when [ returned from
Brown’s Town; I was sentenced to be looked up from Saturday till the Monday morning,
and on the Saturday and Sunday busha sent me some rice and herrings.

Mr. Mallett, Overseer on Dunbarton; sworn.

I put Amaryllis Gale into the dungeon the first time in consequence of her refusal to work;
I put her in the second time in consequence of her impertinent message; I also put her
there to secure her, in order that I might bring her before the magistrate the next day. The
charge brought against her before the magistrate was refusal to work. I should think it
likely that | mentioned the two imprisonments previously to my preferring the charge to
Mr. Rawlinson, but I am not certain. I do not think that I have a right to imprison per-
sons twice on one offence before bringing them to the special magistrate, but I consider that
on a second offence being committed, Thave a right again to imprison. Had Amaryllis
Gale not been impertinent, I don’t think that I wouldhave put her in the dungeon the
second evening, but have waited until the magistrate visited the property. Sheis 47 years
of age by the estate’s books. I do not remember that Mr. Rawlinson exclaimed, “ that is
right,” when Amaryllis Gale complained of the constables having torn her shift; I should
think that so remarkable an expression would not escape my recollection had it been made,
particularly as I sat very close to Mr. Rawlinson at the time of trial. Iam positive that
when she was put in the dungeon on the Wednesday evening that I sent Mr. Moore, the
book-keeper, to ask if she would go to her work and be liberated, and that Mr. Moore
returned, saying that she refused, alleging something about her child being free first.

Q. Did anybody tell you that you was free, and could not be made to work, nor be
locked up for refusing, &c. ?—A. No, sir; nobody ever told me so.

Mr. John Moore, Book-keeper on Dunbarton; sworn.

I remember when Amaryllis Gale was put in the dungeon first time’; it was exactly at
11 o'clock on Wednesday morning ; Mr, Mallet sent me there about two or three hours
after, to ask if she would come out and go to work, and let the matter rest. She said,
“ Unless they give my child free I will do no more work for Dunbarton.” I gave Eleanor
Richardson, the cook, a pint of rice and a herring for her, which was cooked and given to
her; Iwas present in the afternoon when this was done. I had directions from my over-
seer to be very particular about the time she was kept in the dungeon, as he did not wish
her to be kept in even to the full extent of the 24 hours. With regard to food, Mr. Mallett
told me to be very particular about the quantity, and that I must not confine myself to a
pint, but give more if it was necessary.

Amaryllis Gale, on being recalled, admitted that she had two feeds of rice on the
Sunday, but positively insisted that nothing was given to her by anybody else but her hus-
band until the Saturday of her return from Brown’s Town.

Edward Fearon, an apprentice to Dunbarton; sworn.

Amaryllis Gale is my mother. One Friday night I was at my house, and heard her
bawling out; after I heard her, I went to see what was the matter. Alexander Lynch held
her two feet, and Adolphus Redwar held her round her waist; I hailed out to them and said,
“ Do you see how you ill treat my mother?”I called out for witnesses, and VenusRedwi

rnelia,
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Comelia Whitehouse, and Patience Lawrence came up. As I kept hailing out for witnesses
to see how my mother was used, the book-keeper desired me to hold my tongue, or he
would put me in the dungeon._Isaid, “ No, sir, I don’t see what I have done to be put in
the dungeon ;” and I then walked off. In my way to my house I met Adolphus Redwar,
who came and laid hold me; I do not know whether the book-keeper sent him. He called
out for Alexander Lynch to assist him; [ still refused to go, and the book-keeper said to
me, “ Edward, go to your overseer.” I thought the overseer would look well into the
matter before he would send me into the dungeon; but when 1 went up, he said, “ Ay, it is
such afellow as you I want.” He then said, “ Put him in the dungeon, to be taken to
Brown’s Town in the morning.” When I went out of the gate, I said I would not go into
the dungeon until I went to the house to get something to eat for my mother’s little children
and put them to bed, as there was nobody else to do it; I said that I would go to the dun-
geon, if they would allow me to do that. The book-keeper said, “ Go on, and I will let
them fetch some supper for you.” I was then put into the dungeon with my mother, and
kept there the whole night. No supper was sent to me at all; I got nothing to eat
that night, although my supper was ready for me in the house; I had left it there to go and
seek after my mother. After I was put in the dungeon, [ was ashamed to lay down along-
side my mother, and went and sat down in the corner. She told me, “ Never mind, m
child, come and lay down.” We both slept upon one cabin. The next morning, after break-
fast, we were taken out by the constable, and carried before Mr. Rawlinson at Brown’s Town.
Iasked him, after being tried, to be allowed to speak ; he said “ Yes.” WhenI related my
story to him, he told me that I had no right to interfere with the orders given on the pro-
perty. I told him that I didnot interfere; that if I hadadvised my mother not to go into
the dungeon, then I should have interfered, but all that I did was to call witnesses to see
the manner in which she was dealt with, Mr. Rawlinson then said to me, “ Hold your
tongue.” Mr. Hamilton Brown, the trustee for Dunbarton, was sitting with him, and he
turned to him and said, “ What is your opinion?” Mr. Brown said, “ They should be
punished, or they will do worse the next time.” I was sentenced to receive 20 lashes by
the cat, to be given by the police. I was carried to the police station, and received the
flogging; one policeman catted me. I was troubled with such a pain in my stomach after
receiving the flogging, that I could scarcely walk. On my way back to Dunbarton, [ called
at the Baptist chapel, and begged for a little camphor and water, which I got and drank.
I stoppedalittle while, and then went to Dunbarton. When 1 went to work the next
morning, the overseer said to me, “ Well, Master Edward, you see what you have brought
yourselfto?” I said I could not helpit ; this is laid down for many men as well as me. I went
to work, but I could not cut canes; I tried all that I could, and as I found that I could not
cut, I began to tie up canes in bundles. On TuesdayIfelt worse, and I was not able to
work at all; my back and my stomach pained me severely. I then went and told the over-
seer that I was not able to do anything. He replied, “ If you don’t go to your work, Vil
lock you up in the dungeon.” Iwent to the hospital, and was sitting down leaning against
the wall, when Alexander Lynch came and told me that the overseer had ordered him to
lock me up in the dungeon; this was Tuesday, before breakfast. I went, and was locked
up. After breakfast Dr. Edward Tucker came, and on seeing my back, ordered a plaster to
be put on it. I was carried from the dungeon up to the busha’s steps for the doctor to see
me. The plaster covered the whole of my back. Before the doctor saw my back, the
overseer looked at it and said, “ They did not miss their mark.” After the plaster was put
on, I was sent again to the hespital, and locked up every night. I was there till the next
Tuesday, when the overseer ordered me out to work. The doctor had not seen me again.
I went and got my mother to wash the wound and dress it, and on my way back I met the
overseer coming from the field: this was before breakfast. He said, “ I won’t be bothered
in this kind of way; you must turn back and go to the dungeon.” I did not speak to him
at all, but went straight back to the dungeon, and was locked up by Robert Williams, a
constable. I was kept there until after breakfast, when the doctor came again, and I was
carried to the steps, where he saw the back and ordered the same kind of plaster to be put
to itas before; I then went again to the hospital; this was on Tuesday. I remained in the
hospital until the next Monday, when the doctor-woman examined the wound and dressed
it; it was then getting better quite fast. I said I would go to work, but as I could not hold
the hoe, they must put me to ight work. I went to the overseer and told him so. He re-
plied, “ Go to the driver, and he will show you what to do.” I went to Alexander Redwar,
the driver, and he told me I must pick up all the cane-plants and stick them on the banks,
and after doing that I must go and trim the fences with the other men. Richard White and
James Brown received the same punishment I did and at the same time. I did not try to
hinder the constables from taking my mother to the dungeon; I only stood and called for
Witnesses. I did not ask the book-keeper to put my mother and Susan White together. I
think they must have known whether it was right to do so, and as they did not do it, I did
wet ask them. No blows passed at the time they were carrying my mother to the
ungeon.

Mr. Moore, recalled.

On the night that Edward Fearon was put into the dungeon I was called by the overseer,who desired me to lock up Amaryllis Gale, his mother; she went away well for a few yards,
and then sat down, crying out that she was hungry. Edward Fearon ran up from the Negro
yard up to the overseer’s yard, where the constables had his mother; he told them that they
must not ill-use his mother, and called for witnesses to see what the constables were doing.

154, I called
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I called him on one side, and said, “ Edward, I would not like to see you get into trouble,you had better go away.” He did not go, and there continued to be a great noise in theyard ; in the courseofa little time there could not have been less than 40 or 50 people pre-sent, As the noise increased, and Amaryllis Gale would not go to the dungeon, I orderedAdolphus Redwar either to lock up Edward Fearon or carry him to theoverseer; Amarylliswas locked up after much struggling; and while Adolphus Redwar was going up to EdwardFearon, Robert White came up, and said to Fearon, “Go home, and I'll be a Witness foryou.” I went up myself to Fearon, and said very civilly, “ Well, Edward, if you don’t wantto go to the lock-up, go to the overseer ;” he said he would; he went very quietly, I wentto the overseer, and told him that all the noise about the place was apparently caused bpersons who had been called by Edward Fearon to witness the usage of his mother. Theoverseer ordered him to be put into the dungeon by the constables, saying, he would see ifsuch an interference was to be allowed, and such a noise made at such an hour of the night ;it was about half past nine. I told the overseer I considered Edward Fearoa to blame forthe disturbance. I did not hear anything very particular pass between them. To my know-ledge I did not hear the overseer say, “It is such a man as you I want.” Ifhe had madesuch a remark, I think that I must have heard it. I came to Brown’s Town at the time thatEdward Fearon and Amaryllis Gale were brought before Mr. Rawlinson. I did not hearany particular remark made by Mr. Rawlinson to Mr. Brown, for as soon as [ gave my evi-dence I went aside. Edward Fearon was nearer to Mr. Rawlinson than I was. sawEdward Fearon’s back on the Monday after he came home ; it was cut a little; I should saythat it would have prevented his holding his hoe for a couple of days; say two or threedays. I heard that he was seen by the doctor on the Tuesday morning; I have nopersonalknowledge of his getting a plaster for his back, or of his having been seen by the doctor;I observed, however, on the Saturday, in the hothouse book, that the doctor hadprescribedTurner’s cerate, with the direction that he might resume work in the following week ; on thesame morning that I saw this entry in the hothouse book, I saw the doctor-woman apply-ing a plaster to the back of one of the people ; I am not positive which one it was.

Adolphus Redwar, a Constable in Dunbarton ; Sworn.
I remember when Amaryllis Gale was put into the dungeon ; I was sent for her; she camewillingly, and had some talk with the busha, who ordered me to carry her. She moved off,and when she got to the house corner she stood up; I told her she must go, but she till satdown; I then‘held her under arms, and Alexander Lynch held her feet, and we raised themup. While we were carrying her, Edward Fearon came up, and said, “ You see what youare doing with my mother.” Several people came up to the place, as well as Mr.Moore,the book-keeper. We were not using any force to Amaryllis Gale, but she was hard to oointo the dungeon ; I didnot see her petticoat lifted up; I did not hear exactly what EdwardFearon said, but there was a great noise ; I was so confused that I could not see any personbut Edward Fearon; he made a great noise. After putting Amaryllis Gale into the dun-geon, the book-keeper ordered me to take Edward Fearon to the busha ; I took him up, andreceived orders to lock him up ; he was very stubborn, and as Alexander Lynch came up, heand the book-keeper and myself carried him, and locked him in the dungeon. I know RobertWhite; he was with Edward Fearon the same night; when I laid hold of Fearon by book-keeper’s orders, Richard White came and tapped him on the shoulder, saying, “ Go into yourhouse, and I will be a witness for you.” When I took Fearon to the busha, he ordered meto lock him up. Next morning busha ordered me to take Richard White, Susan White,Edward Fearon, and Amaryllis Gale to Brown’s Town to the magistrate, also to take JamesBrown for not doing his work; James Brown was complained against for not keeping up hisrow, and when I told him that he ought to do better, he bawled after me and said, “Hecould not work any more than he was working.” I told him, “That is impudence ;” andI said, “ If you don’t catry on your work better than you are doing now, I will lock you uat shell-blow.” Mr. Moore said, “If you pass this over, it shan’t pass me.” He thenpulledout a paper, and put it down. I took him up at shell-blow, and told what had passed. Hewas locked up by busha’s orders, and when the other people were taken to the magistrate, hewas carried also. Richard White was tried for Edward Fearon’s business, and was sentencedto receive 20 lashes; Edward Fearon was tried for what he did that night, and was sen-tenced to receive 20 lashes; James Brown was tried for insolence and not working good inthe field, and he got 20 lashes; and Amaryllis Gale was sent back to the dungeon. I do notknow when the men were flogged. At the time that I put Amaryllis Gale in the dungeon,Edward Fearon was between the gate and the dungeon talking with Richard White ; he hadnot moved from the place; when I went to lay hold of Fearon, Richard White first told him,“ Go to the dungeon, you won’t get wrong.” I had hold of Fearon’s hand when White toldhim “TI will be a witness for you.” Tnever told Mr. Mallett that Richard White said, “Goto your dungeon, andI will be a witness for you.”

Richard White, an Apprentice to Dunbarton 3 Sworn.
I remember hearing a noise, and when [ came out I saw Edward Fearon, who told methat his mother was sent to the dungeon; I told him to go home quietly to his house; theconstable came up, collared Edward. Fearon, and I told him, “ Don’t strike the constable,and I will be a witness for you.” f also said, “ Go to the dungeon, you can’t get wrong.”The book-keeper desired me to hold my tongue or I should go to the dungeon myself.stood up till Fearon was put in the dungeon, and the book-keeper said, “ Richard White

you
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ou must go to Brown’s Town to-morrow.” ‘Fhe constable also told me in the morning, and
1went to the overseer and asked him; he said he had told the constable what to do; that
I had been making a noise in the yard when I had no business there, and that I must have
been setting Fearon on, I was taken to Brown’s Town to be tried, and was sentenced to
receive 20 lashes. Mr. Hamilton Brown, the trustee for Dunbarton, was sitting at the
same table with Mr. Rawlinson. Mr. Rawlinson asked him, “ What is your opinion.” Mr.
Brown said, “ Correct them ;” the magistrate then sentenced Fearon and myself to receive
20 lashes each. William Redwar was tried, but was not sentenced to be flogged ; I wanted
to tell the magistrate that I did not go to the yard forany harm, but to keep the peace; he
would not hear me, and made the police drag me out. r. Brown did not beg for any ofus; William Redwar was let off, as the busha gave him a good character.

Mr. John Mallett, recalled.

On the night in question 1 was informed by the book-keeper and the constable, Adolphus
Redwar, that Richard White was the cause of Edward Fearon’s refusing to go to the dun-geon; the book-keeper first said that he considered Richard White as the cause of all theuproar. Richard White has not been long at Dunbarton; he was a servant to a gentleman
in Spanish Town, I believe the Rev. Mr. Bowerbank. Richard White was sent to me in
January last by Mr. Turner, and brought the letter I now hold in my hand, of which thefollowing is an extract: “I send you Richard, belonging to Dunbarton; he is sent home forinsolence and general bad conduct, and I fear he is likely to prove of more trouble thanprofit to you ”

Mr. Henry R. Grey, Postmaster at Brown’s Town; sworn.
Question at request of Mr. Mallett.] Did you ever see me at the special magistrates

court beg off any person from punishment ?—Answer. Yes; George Newell was begged offa flogging by you, which he was sentenced to by Mr. Rawlinson.

James Brown, an Apprentice to Dunbarton; sworn.
We were working in the cane-piece, and the driver said I was not doing good work; Isaid I was, and he said I was not; I then said my strength would not allow me to do more;we were all working in the same row. ‘The driver, Adolphus Redwar, sent me to the dun-geon at shell-blow, and kept me there till dark, when the book-keeper came and let me out,when I made the remark | did to the driver; the book-keeper said, “ If you will take that,Iwon’t ;” he then took his book and wrote in it. Mr. Rawlinson came to the propertytwice afterwards and I was not taken up to him; but about six weeks afterwards, or twomonths, I was taken up and put in the dungeon with Edward Fearon and his mother, andtried for the old fault found of me of not doing good work; the magistrate sentenced me toreceive 20 lashes, which were given to me by the police; my back was dreadfully cut up,and is not well yet. I was tied and flogged at the same time with Edward Fearon andRichard White.

Mr. Moore, Book-keeper, recalled.
The bad work complained of was done on the 28th June, and James Brown was tried onthe 15th July. The magistrate called once, and I told him that there were complaints, butI did not like to bring them forward as the overseer was absent. The people had beenbreaking in corn in the field, and James Brown was eating a roasted corn while he was athis row. I told the constable, Adolphus Redwar, that James Brown was not doing hiswork; he and Adolphus then had some words, James Brown was a few yards behind thetest of the gang in his work.

Adolphus Redwar, recalled.
I did not see the corn in James Brown’s hand, but he was eight or ten feet behind the:able part of the gang, keeping up with the weak part like himself.

Monpay, 2 October 1837.

Mr. Mallett, the overseer of Dunbarton, produced the estate’s books, by which it appearedthat the child claimed by Amaryllis Gale as free, was not entitled, as she supposed, to free-dom on the 1st of August 1884, having been registered in the estate’s book, as being born onthe 30th June 1828. The copy of the registry return was also produced of the 28th June1817, showing the age of Amaryllis Gale to be 47 years of age in 1837, being registered as27 years of age in 1817,

Eleanor Richardson, a Cook on Dunbarton Estate 3 sworn,
I remember when Amaryllis Gale was locked u 3, it was on a Wednesday. I ama cookor the house; the book-keeper gave me a pint of rice and a herring to cook on the Wed-hesday, and carry to her; this was after buckra’s breakfast time. 1dressed the rice andherring, and carried it myself; the book-keeper unlocked the door and I gave it; Iamcertain that this was on the Wednesday, and not on the Saturday. I carried rice also toybe the Saturday and Sunday; I carried it to her on the Saturday evening, and twiceon*

the
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the Sunday. On being questioned particularly about the time of taking the rice on Wednes-
day, and on being told that Amaryllis Gale was not put into the dungeon on tiat day’ until
11 o’clock, this witness said that she carried the food about dinner time; the court were of
opinion that she had not a proper conception of time. Mr. Mallett then offered toprove
the fact by Henry Gale, the husband of Amaryllis Gale.

Monpay, 2 October 1837.

Henry Gale, an Apprentice on Dunbarton; sworn.

Amaryllis Gale is my married wife; she was put in the dungeon first on a Monday; a
pint of rice was carried in the evening of Wednesday; the book-keeper opened the door,
and the cook took it in; as my wife tasted the rice, she said she did not like it, and I
dressed some supper myself and carried it in, having been allowed to do so. Busha isa
very hot-tempered man ; but in hard times if any body goes to him complaining for hunger,
he will give them something. In any other time if any person begs foralittle salt, he will
give it to them also.
Mr. Mallett begged to state in explanation, on oath, of the case of those persons who were

put into the dungeon after being punished, that he certainly thought they were “ sham-
ming,” considering that 20 lashes would not have incapacitated them from doing some
work; he at first threatened to put them in a dungeon if they did not go to work, and then
they were put in by the constables under his directions ; he immediately despatched a mes-
senger for the doctor, who came directly, and prescribed for them, saying, that they should
be indulged a week, and go to light work on the Monday; this they refused to do, and he,
Mr. Mallett, then ordered them to be put in the dungeon again, and sent for the doctor as
before; he came, and both of them examined the sores, which were found to be worse than
they were before, and the men were allowed to go to work or not as they thought proper;
they were allowed to go te the hothouse, and remain there as long as they pleased; they
were in the dungeon each time about an hour.

The Court.] Before the people were put in the dungeon, had the doctor or yourself exa-
mined their backs ?—Amswer. Their backs were not examined; as I could not have imagined
that they were so cut up from the 20 lashes which they received.

Q. Did you examine their backs on the second occasion, before you put them into the
dungeon ?—A. No, I did not; for I supposed them to be well, or nearly well.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 50.

Janette Saunders’s Case, of Orange Valley.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, respecting an Apprentice to Orange
Valley Estate, named Janette Saunders.

Monpay, 25 September 1837.

Janette Saunders, an Apprentice to Orange Valley ; sworn.

I wap a young child that was free, being under six years of age, when the new law came
in; but the freedom was taken away, and it was made to work, and that was the cause of
my being sent to the workhouse. I was sent to the workhouse handcuffed to a very old
man; I do not know where the old man came from, he was taken to gaol-house.

This witness here entered into a narration of the sufferings she endured, and saw others
endure in the workhouse; for which, see her evidence relating to the narrative of James
Williams, p. 173.
The day that I went home from the workhouse 1 felt quite sick; I went to the overseer

and got a dose of physic, and was turned out to work the next morning. I did not com-
plain of being sick when I was turned out. The day that [ was turned out to work was
Thursday. After going to work I felt quite sick on the Friday, and continued sick Satur-
day and Sunday; 1 went to the overseer on Monday, and he sent me to the hospital, where
I remained two or three weeks ; my complaint was a great pain in my hip and side; I feel
the pain even now in my hip. Iam the mother of seven children, who are alive. Before
I went to the workhouse I used to work in the great gang, and in the second gang, occa-
sionally, before I went to the workhouse; I only worked in the great gang one week since
my return; busha now allows me to take the days ofone ofmy boys, who is minding cattle.
I suffered at one time a great deal from sores, particularly in the right arm and leg, till I
brought three children, and then I went on getting better. Before the 1st of August 1834,
I used to sit down, on account of my large family; but I was put in the field directly after
the new law came in.

Mr. John Hibgame, Overseer in Orange Valley; sworn.
Janette Saunders was ordered by Captain Andrew Dillon early in 1835 to turn out her

child Archibald Forbes to work; when the magistrate went away, she refused to send phe
oy
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boy to work, saying, that he was free, and they wanted to take his freedom from him.
Captain Dillon returned a second time, and the books were brought up and examined,
and he again ordered the boy to work, and in consequence of her continued refusal to
allow him she was sentenced to the punishment of the treadmill. When she returned from
the workhouse 1 did not see anything the matter with her; she took a dose of salts the
next day, and went to work. Those women on the property who have six childrenalive
are not required to turn out until eight o’clock, andif they turn out when the gang rises
from breakfast [ never trouble or quarrel with them ; they are allowed every Friday. I do
not know that Janette Saunders ever applied to Mr. Rawlinson to be put to light work in
consequence of her large family.

Memorandum.—The commissioners referred to the estate’s book of increase and decrease
for 1828, and to the triennial return for 1829, and found an entry of Janette Saunders’s
child, Archibald Forbes, having been born on 17th June 1828.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 50.

Nancy Webb’s Case, Knapdale.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of Saint Aun, respecting an Apprenticed Labourer
on Knapdale Estate, named Nancy Webb.

Tuxspay, September 26th, 1837.
Nancy Webb, apprentice to Knapdale; sworn.

I was sent to the workhouse and put on the treadmill, but could not keep the step at
all, and I hung by my wrists to the straps;my legs were dragged and knocked against thewheel, so that the blood could be traced all along the steps. This happened for four daysgood, and on the fifth day I managed to keep the step, as a woman on the mill showed meow todo it; the mill sometimes went very fast, and at other times slower. There were
several others, who, like myself, could not keep the step at first; the reason why I could
not keep it was, I was a very weakly woman, from being the mother of eleven children ;
seven of them are living. When we came off the mill, those that were hurt like myself,
were sent to the sea-side to wash the wounds. My legs turned to a sore from being puton the mill, but still they kept putting me on, till the seven days were out that I was sentin for; I had a bandage round my sores, so that any one could see that [ had sore legs;
I was so lame that I was oblige to use a stick to go home, and continued to use it for some
time afterwards: I was let out on the Wednesday evening, and did not reach home till shellturn-out on Thursday. I went to the overseer, Mr. Clarke, to show him my legs, and thestate they were in, when he sent me to the hospital, where I remained for three weeks.When I could not keep the step on the treadmill the first and second day, I was cattedover the small of my back; I felt the flogging through my clothes, but I was not cut byit, All the women used to sleep in one room at night with chains. The boatswains usedto come and jet us out very early in the mornings, but I never saw them attempt to take
any indecent liberties with the women: there were very few women in the workhouse whenI was there; two other women and myself were chained together. Before I was sent tothe workhouse, I was brought up to the overseer by Joseph Brown, the constable, who‘charged me with insolence tohim. I was put into the dungeon, and kept there from Fridayevening four o’clock to Saturday evening six o’clock : I was kept there the whole time with-out food. On the Monday I was at work, and on Tuesday after shell turn-out in the
‘evening Mr. Rawlinson was on the property, and Clarissa Thomson and myself were carTied before him. The magistrate would not allow me to say a word in my defence, he onlyheard the head-constable and the overseer, and I was put again into the dungeon, NextMorning the police was sent for, and I was carried by them, first to Penshurst, and then toSt. Ann’s workhouse; I was put, weak as I was, from having given birth to so many chil-
dren, to help draw a cart with sand and stones; five or six had to draw the cart, and threeor four to push it; I was never punished on any other occasion since the ist of August
1834. I am now working in the second gang, but when Mr. Clarke was at Knapdale, I wasworking in the great yang, We never got our half Fridays in Mr. Clarke’s time, but weget them now, as we are working on the nine hours’ system. Before August 1834 I wassitting down, on account of having seven children ; but a month before the ist of August,
Mr. Clarke put me in the great gang, saying, “ before-time law, is not the same law now.”
_ was delivered of a child some time afterwards, and could get no medicine or necessariesfrom the overseer: my breast was swelled, andI applied to the ductor, who ordered some-
thing, but I don’t know what it was he ordered. I could not get anything from the over-
seer; at last the breast got better, and I went to dig cane-holes. I went to work one

onday, and the breast raised up again, and I got fever; I told the constable on Tuesdaythat Thad fever, and could not stand the work; he sent me to pick cane-tops, but I could
not keep up even at that work, and was obliged to lay down in the field: in the evening1went to the overseer to be taken to the hospital, but he refused to allow me to go; Iwas

54, then,
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then, although not able, obliged to continue at work. The next morning I went again tothe overseer, but he would not allow me to go to the hospital, saying, that it was becauseThad six children that I did not want to work. Shortly after, Doctor Edward Tuckervisitedthe property, and [ went to him at the hospital; busha came up and told the doctor thatnothing was the matter with me; I replied that I was sick, and having so many children,I ought to be put to light work. The doctor told me that the law was changed, and every~body must do something now. I never went back to the hospital, but the doctor told methat I was to get some physic, and something to wash the breast; he then wrote in the hos-pital book. One morning, when we were picking pimento for hire, theusual task barrelwas changed, and another was put in its place; I had not enough to fill the big barrel, andI told the constable to wait a little, as I had sent for some which T had in theNegro-house,On my way I met Mr, Rawlinson, and he asked if I was the woman who said I would notthrow pimento; the constable said “ yes ;” and Mr. Rawlinson gave me two or three lickswith his supple-jack on my legs.

Mr. John Clarke, formerly an Overseer on Knapdale; sworn.
Nancy Webb had six children on the ist of August 1834. Myr. Davis, the attorney, toldme that as the hour of labour were so reduced, every one on the property must do some-thing, that there must be no idler. This woman, with others, had been allowed to remain inthe Negro-house with her children, and in consequence of this she was placed in the greatgang; she is about 45 years of age; she complained frequently to all the special magis-trates; to Doctor Palmer, Captain Conner, and Captain A. Dillon, they all concurred inopinion, that persons in her condition were not exempt from labour under the new law. Shewent to work after a great deal of difficulty, and has ever since worked very unwillingly.Out of this has arisen, I believe, those frequent applications to be admitted into the hos-ital. I donot think that they have proceeded from real sickness; I have frequently offeredher to go to the grass-cutters’ gang, which work is generally done by old women, and sherejected it. Under the impression that the law warranted it,I placed her in confinement onthe property for 24 hours, on the occasion of her quarrel in the field with the constable. Ifshe was confined more than 24 hours on that occasion, it was without my knowledge, andcontrary to my positive orders, given both to the book-keeper and constable. She wasconfined on this occasion, ona complaint of the head-constable for insolence, and abusinghim most shamefully in the field before the rest of the Negroes. As respects her state-ment about applying to the doctor, I can only say, that if anything was written in thebook, it was read to the doctor-man, who has medicine under his charge; and it was hisduty to have given it, if any had been ordered. When she applied to the doctor for some-thing for her breast, he said, that as a breeding woman she ought to know what to dowith it; that a cabbage-leaf was as good a thing as she could put on, and he recommendedher to apply one: she had been in the hospital for a long time before this complaining ofher breast. About this time Jarvis Webb, her husband, had run away for about sixmonths,and, a proof that I had no ill-feeling towards the family, on his return to the estate he wasallowed to escape with only the punishment of a few days being taken from him. On thereturn of Nancy Webb and Eliza Osborn from the treadmill the former complained ofbeing sick; she had some slight bruises on her legs, which I did not consider severe, butcoming from such severe punishment as she alleged having received, I thought it right toallowSher to go to the hospital for a few days; she did not return to her work for sometime; she certainly had bandages round her legs. I am certain that the special magis-trate’s returns will bear me out in the assertion, that there were as few if not fewercomplaints urged against the people before them than on any other property in the neigh-bourhood ; the special magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson, well knows that I looked over innume~rable faults. I deny ever having told Miss Senior that two women had been sent fromKnapdale to the workhouse, and returned, or hackled that they would not be able to doanything for more than two weeks, or words to that effect.

Dr. Tucker, sworn.
IU know Nancy Webb very well; I am certain that when she showed me her swelled breastthat I must have prescribed for her; it is generally my practice to do so; it is possiblethat I gave a verbal direction, as I sometimes do so when the complaints are notofa seri-ous nature. 1 have often seen apprentices returning to the estates from the workhouse atSt. Ann’s bruised, but not cut up, nor did I see any marks of flogging on the legs. NeverSaw any bad ulcers produced from the striking of the treadmill; the people generally com-plained of pains in the shoulders and stomach, and go to the hospital after returning.have seen the treadmill at St. Ann’s; I should think the punishment too severe for apregnant woman. I do not remember an instance of a mother, with a sucking child,having been punished on the treadmill, suffering so much from the effects of punishment asto take away from the health of the infant. I should certainly think it necessary that amatron should attend to the hospital of the workhouse, and that the females should not beleft to the care of men.
The hospital book ofKnapdale having been produced by Mr, Clarke, the commissionersdirected the following extract to be taken therefrom.—* 4th Nov. 1836.—Nancy Webb.—Rub the painful parts with soap and laudanum.” There also appeared prescriptions in thehospital- books, bearing dates 12th and 15th January and 15th February, of the same natureas the one copied,
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Joseph Brown, Wead-constable on Knapdale; sworn.
1 know Nancy Webb; I remember when she was sent to the workhouse; she wasbrought up for idling when threshing canes. When I observed her idling I called to her,

and she made use of bad words, and as my temper is rather short, I returned the words.
I complained of her to the overseer, who brought her before the inagistrate, and he sent
her to the workhouse. It was not for going over the wall to goto the bush. The same
day others were idling, and standing up and eating canes, but she was not eating any.
Clarissa Thomson was carried before Mr. Rawlinson, at the same tine, for the like offence,
and sent with Nancy Webb to the workhouse. I know Elizabeth Osborne too. One day,
while working, she went and stooped down aside the wall eating a piece of cane; I don’t
know whether she was easing herself or not; Icalled to her, as busha was sharp upon
me to have the work finished. I told him the people would not work; he ordered me to
bring them up, I did so, and she was put into the dungeon. Next day she was brought
up with Sarah Stewart, before Mr, Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town, who desired them to be
locked up in Knapdale dungeon two nights, and pay back three days. Sarah Stewart
went, but a woman, named Eliza Osborne, made use of bad language to me in coming out,
and said she would sooner go to St. Ann’s house of correction than the dungeon. The
magistrate then called her back, and sentenced her to the house of correction. After
Eliza Osborne came back from the house of correction she was put in the hospital, but
I don’t know whether she was ordered to cut grass on Saturdays. I do not remember the
magistrate meeting Nancy Webb, with pimento, coming to the barbacue from the negro-
houses, and striking Nancy Webb with his supple-jack. The magistrate’s instructions to
me were, that when the people behaved bad, by not doing their work, that I was to lock
them up; and the overseer told me that I was to carry them atter, before themagistrate,
but I often pardoned them, after locking them up; and after taking them out of the dun-
geon I would not carry them before the magistrate, as they begged so very hard. Iam
a man of short temper, but it does not overcome me so much as to make me strike either
man, woman, or child; I never put my hand on anybody except my own children; I never
lucked up one for spite, and let go others for same offence, because I liked them better.I know James Davis and his sister Nelly Gordon; I remember having a dispute with her,
and on speaking to her while quarrelling she came up in a resolute way, and I put my
hand on her and shoved her away; she went and told her brother, who wanted in conse-
quence to hit me with a cane top. 1 did not collar him, but complained to the overseer,
so did James Davis, and the overseer said the magistrate should settle it; and when the
magistrate came we were all brought before him. I spoke first, and the magistrate, after
hearing us all, sentenced James Davis and Nelly Gordon to the workhouse. Themagistrate
heard them tell their story as well as me; he sent them to the workhouse, and ordered
them to dance the treadmill. James Davis was ordered to be flogged at the workhouse;
the complaint against him was for this quarrel.
From questions put to him by the Court, this witness, after many contradictory asser-

tions, said, “ He was not in the habit of locking people up at all.” This witness prevari-
cated so much, that he was desired by Mr. Daughtrey, in his capacity of special
magistrate, to bring his constable’s warrant down to-morrow; that he had been guilty
of gross acts of cruelty and tyranny, and that he should never have another opportunity
of being so again, his warrant should be cancelled to-morrow; and he should take good
care to represent him in the proper quarter, so that he might never be a constable again.

Thomas Bayley, Second Constable on Knapdale; sworn.
I remember the time Nancy Webb was sent to the workhouse, but as I ama cartman,

I did not know the commencement of the quarrel. I was going along one morning with
the cart, dunging and supplying canes; I heard a blustering in the field, and on going
on [heard Joseph Brown blustering a great deal; he said, “As long as I live upon this
property I will never take your word again; you are a cursed damned liar; you pretend
to be a christian, and have told mealie, saying you were not idling, when I saw you so;
you are a damned liar, and a damned infernal liar;” he gave her a double portion of
curses; he damned her upwards of nine times. I did not hear any answer him, and I did not
know, therefore, who he was cursing. Going little further, Mrs. Webb called out, Brother
ayley, listen and hear how the constable is cursing me; all the curses you hear is for

me; I replied, Go away with your nonsense, I have many things to consider of besidesthese nonsensical affairs. Joseph Brown then told Nancy Webb, “ What right have you to
call a constable’s name to me; damn you and damn the constable.” Mrs. Webb said,
“T think I had a right to call on brother Bayley, for the same magistrate that swore you
in as a constable swore him.” Brown then began to curse me, and I told him that he
should not do so without my getting satisfaction by complaining to the magistrate; and
he said,“ Damn you and your satisfaction; I will take you to the overseer;” and so he
did. He went and complained to Mr. Clarke, the overseer, but [ don’t know the nature of
the complaint; he remained in the house a lon time; I went to Mr. Clarke myself to
know if he gave Brown authority to abuse me; Isaw Brown and Mr. Clarke in the house ;
T told bim of the abuse which he gave to Mrs. Webb and myself. Mr. Clarke felt much
at what I told him, and reproved Brown, and told me, “Never mind, Thomas, go and
mind your work.” Brown went back to the field, and when I went to the place, he,
frown, knelt down and said, “ Well, old man, pardon and forgive me, I know that I was

Wrong.” We shook hands upon it; he followed me to my house, and begged the same
154. . way.
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way. I told him I pardoned him with all my heart, and for ever; and from that time to
this [ never thought of it again. Mrs. Webb was sent to the workhouse in consequence
of this very quarrel. She has been a mother of 11 children, and has seven alive; she
is a woman whom I never see indulging; sometimes she would go to the hot-house, but
I supposed she must have been sick. I have heard several people complain of being struck
by him, but he never offered to do so to me. I heard of the quarrel between James Davis
and Nelly Gordon; [ was not present. James Davis is a lad of excellent temper, he is
by no means quarrelsome. Nelly Gordon is a good girl, but not so good tempered as
Davis. When James Williams and Adam Brown, of Penshurst, were sent to Knapdale
to be locked up, it was in the bottom dungeon they were put; this was the worst cf the
whole.

Jarvis Webb, Carpenter on Knapdale; sworn.

I had run away from Knapdale for some days, when I came back my days were taken
from me by the overseer; 1 met a severe accident six yéars ago, and three years ago.
Iwas some time ago made boatswain of the mill-house; the sugar was bad, and it was
said that the liquor in the mill-house was sour in my spell; I was threatened to be taken
before Mr. Rawlinson, but Mr. Davis, the attorney, advised the overseer to drop the com-
plaint; after he went away, Mr. Clarke, the overseer, persevered in taking me before
Mr. Rawlinson, and [ knew Mr. Rawlinson to be such a man that I was afraid of facin
him, and I ran away. When I came back I was made to pay the days I had lost; I have
not kept any account of the days I have had to pay. °
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GENERAL Come.LaintTs heard at Brown’s Town.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of Saint Ann, respecting certain Complaints made
by the Apprentices attached to Hyde Park.

Monpay, 2d October 1837,

Maria Greaves, an apprentice, about 18 years of age, hired on Hyde Park; sworn.

I nememBer Mr. M‘Lean, the bookkeeper, desiring me to carry a basket of yams; I
did not say anything ; the bookkeeper asked me why I said I would not carry the basket;
I tc ld him I did not say so; he asked me so again; I did not say anything, but went to
dig the yams, and after filling the basketI carried the yams to busha’s house. ‘The book-
keeper then ordered the constable to lock me up in the dungeon, and the constable went to
the busha for the key, which he got, and locked me up; this was on Thursday night; Iwas
let out Friday morning. On the same day Captain T. A. Dillon came, and I was carried
before him, and he sent me for seven days to the house of correction and treadmill. My
shins were bruised in the treadmill; they did not flog me in the mill. While I was in the
workhouse, James Thomas ofien asked me to go aside with him, that I might have improper
intercourse with him; he often asked me to cohabit with him, and he put me aside to ask
me; but I always refused, and he then put me back to the gang.

Amelia Sims, an apprentice to Hyde Park, about 17 or 18 years of age; sworn.

{ remember the affair about the yams; I did not quarrel or make any noise, but I and
my playmate, Maria Greaves, was havingalittle talking. I went for the yams where they
had been dug up, but made no noise about the weight; I filled the basket, and carried
then to the busha’s house. The bookkeeper then made the constable take Maria Greaves
and lock her up in the dungeoa ; I was not put into the dungeon. In the morning, after
breakfast, Captain T. A. Dillon came, and the busha brought Maria Greaves and myself
before him, and he sent us to the house of correction and treadmill for seven days; another
girl, named Mary Brown, was also sent.

Mary Brown, an apprentice to Hyde Park, about 1g years of age; sworn.

I remember digging in yams by the desire of busha, who gave us a Jarge basket to fill;
it was too big, and it was packed quite full. I had just come out of the house, about two
weeks after the time had passed that I was allowed to sit down after my delivery; my
child died about three days after its birth. I complained, and said that the basket was
acked too much; I said so to myself. I said I could not carry it, but although I said so
carried it; this was all I did; and when Captain T. A. Dillon came,I was carried before

him, along with Maria Greaves and Amelia Sims, and | was sentenced to seven days in
the house of correction and in the treadmill. While I was on the treadmill my shins were
bruised, as J could not keep the step; I went on the treadmill once a day. “None of us
were catted while we were on the mill,
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Mr. Malcolm M‘Lean, Book-keeper on Hyde Park ; sworn.

The gang was ordered out in the coffee-walk in the morning, the men to dig the yams,
while the women hocd the coffee. When the yams were dug, the baskets were packed by
the men who were overlooked by the constables. After the baskets were filled, I desired
the head-constable to call the women to carry them up to the overseer’s house. When the
women came up to the place to take their baskets up, they complained that they were tooheavily packed, and quarrelled among themselves about the baskets. I ordered silence
several times, and the constablealso, but we were both unnoticed 3 there was a great tumult
among them, several of them throwing a part of the yams out of their baskets to lighten
their loads. After a little time we obtained silence for a few minutes, and, during the time
I could be heard, I threatened to make an example of the first one who dared to commenceanoise again. Maria Greaves was the first to commence, by quarrelling with Amelia Sims.
I again ordered silence, but not being heard, I desired the constable to carry Maria Greaves
up to the overseer. She was carried up, taking her luad with her, as I considered one asufficient example; the other two were convicted on the evidence of the constable. She
was locked up that evening, and the next day she was let out in the morning and carriedbefore the magistrate, “ charged with insubordination in the field, thereby obstructing the
Jabour on the property, and disobedience of orders,” Captain Dillon said that several
charges of the same kind had been preferred before him, and he was determined not tooverlook this; there were no charges preferred against the other two, but by the evidenceof the constable the other two were mentioned, and they were sent for and were presentduring the trial. The magistrate asked if there were more than one cell on the property, orlocking-up room, as he had great objections to sending such young girls to the treadmill,in consequence of what he had heard of the manner of conducting the treadmill. I wassworn on making the charge before Captain Dillon. I have been in the country for sixyears, and I have seen negroes carrying yams; their general load is about 40 Ibs.; I haveseen 50 lbs. carried, and more, but I do not think that the loads alluded to in the chargemade before the special magistrate exceeded 30 lbs. Captain Dillon, having been informedthat there was but one cell on the property, which would not admit of solitary confinement,said that he had no alternative but sending them to the treadmill, and he did so.
Mary Brown, recalled.—Susannah Campbell went to Captain Dillon to complain thather child had been taken away too svon from her to wean, but that Captain Dillon refusedto hear her.

Mr. Walden, the overseer, said that the child of Susannah Campbell is now upwards of18 months old, and she would not wean the child; she said that she would not wean itforCaptain Dillon or anybody else.

A complaint having been forwarded to the magisirates by Julia Reid, of Hyde Park,saying that she had a sucking infant afflicted with yaws, and she went to Captain Dillonin consequence, requesting to be put to easier work than the great gang; that she wastaken out of the great gang, and put to hoe the ground around 10 coffee trees per day,which was the labour ofa strong, able man; that she was not able to do this, but shedid whatthe constable considered a fair day’s work. That the bookkeeper, Mr. M‘Lean, came to-reckon them, and he complained that she had not done enough; that the constable, Ellis-ton Brown, said that Mr. M‘Lean had not reckoned all she had done; that she was thenbrought before Captain Dillon, and he sentenced her, to lose 40 days in March, of whichshe has now paid 15 days. The following investigation was entered into :
Mr. Walden says, that the child has been weaned a long while ago, and that Julia Reidwas delivered yesterday, the 1st of October, ofa male child. 1 received, about 12 monthsago, a letter from Captain Dillon, stating that the woman had come to him, bringing thechild with the yaws, and that he wished me to put her to some bye-work. [ put her to acoffee-piece by herself, close to the overseer’s house, and gave her three days to put thehut there to rights, aud to remain there with the child, cleaning at the same time the coffee-pieces, and attending occasionally to the child. 1 did not give her any task-work, I wentto the coffee-piece about ten times in September, and only found her there on one or twoOccasions. In December last I sent Mr. M‘Lean, the bookkeeper, and Constable Brown,to reckon the work she had done since she had been there. I sent Mr. M‘Lean again inebruary, as I was unable to get out of the house from a broken leg, and he reported tome what had been done; this was of so trifling a nature, that I brought her up beforeCaptain Dillon, who, after counting the work and allowing the cleaning of 150 trees perday, found that she was 37 days short. Captain Dillon desired her to pay back 24 days ;and, to make it as easy as possible for her, told her she had better bring one or two of herchildren to assist. She did so; and after she had paid about 14 days I forgave her thebalance of her sentence, and I allowed her every morning three-fourths of an hour to washer sick child, who was living in the grandmother’s hut with her. The grandmother wasdoing nothing whatever.

Eltiston Brown, a Constable in Hyde Park ; sworn.
I remember when Mr. M‘Lean went to count the work that Julia Reid did, but he didhot count the whole of the work; the work she was put to do was 150 trees per day. Idid not hear the busha say so, but the girl tuld me so herself; the bookkeeper only counted54,

the
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the half of the work she did, but much was not left; Idid not tell this to the busha;
I know nothing of the days she had to pay back. ,
Mr, Lean recalled.—I received instructions from the overseer to go and count the

work with the constable, Elliston Brown. I am sure that the constable was with me during
the whole time I was counting, and, if I had made any mistake, I certainly think it would
have been his duty to have mentioned it. I certainly did not make any intentional mis-
take; and I found a great defalcation of labour, counting the labour at 150 trees per day,

Jane Sims, an Apprentice to Hyde Park; sworn.

I am in the field in the great gang; I was put in the coffee-store to pick coffee alon
with some other negroes ; 1 was put in soon in the morning, then let out to breakfast for
half an hour; I never was allowed to go to ease myself, and I was not let out till about
five o’clock. J was confined in the coffee-store from Monday to Thursday picking coffee ;
I felt sick, and went to the hospital as my back hurted me; after that [ went to tiebusha,
who pulled my petticoat down, raised up my shift, and my person was exposed to him, and
he walked round me ; he then made the doctor-woman throw and rub turpentine on my back,
The door of the coffee-store is locked, sometimes outside and sometimes inside; when J
was in, the constable locked it inside, and the key left in the door. The busha said if we
wanted to ease ourselves, we must do so inside, as there was too much coffee stolen.

Mary Ann Kelly, Doctor-woman in Hyde Park; sworn.

I remember Jane Sims being brought to the hothouse; busha told me tobring up all
the hothouse people; I did so; the busha then sent me for the turpentine to rub the back
of Jane Sims, and I brought it. I dropt her petticoat and drew her shift, and rubbed her
back before the busha; busha desired me to do it that way ; I could not do it otherwise,
as busha desired me to do it so; I tried as much as I could to prevent the indecent
exposure of her person; I dropped her petticoat half way, and took up her shift to rub the
back; a part of her person was exposed behind; busha desired me to draw the shift up
more, and he walked about seeing all of that part of her person which was exposed. I en-
deavoured all I could to prevent the exposure; she was in the family way, but lost the
child. Sophia Reid was present when the person of Jane Sims was exposed in the way
related,
On question from Mr. Walden, Mary Ann Kelly said busha desired me to drop the

petticoat and rub the back well; I did so, and put my hand under the shift to rub her back,
but busha then called out, “ Take it up, take it up;” and then I was obliged to take
the shift up.

Mr. M‘Lean being examined as to the charge of locking up the people in the coffee-
store without allowing them to go out for the purposes of nature, said “The gang was
ordered in the coffee-store to pick coffee, and, on account of coffee having been missed
out of the barbacues and coffee-store, Mr. Walden desired me to keep the coffee-store
Jocked so as to prevent them from carrying any out.” Idid so for one day; they had
notice given to them, and they had an hour for breakfast, and were drawn off at four o'clock ;
this was the only day in which they were prevented to go out, and when some of them
wanted to ease themselves they did so in the coffee-store in a secluded part, which I admit
was a very improper place for them to do so in.

Mr. Walden admitted that he had ordered the woman, Jane Sims, up, because she often
complained that no attention was paid to her in the hothouse; that he did not perceive
more than a very small part of her back; that he does not rentember any other men being
present, and that although he had a female companion in the house, he did not call her to
supply his place while the doctor-woman was rubbing the back of the woman.
The Court.—“ Such conduct on your part was highly indecorous and indeed disgusting ;

it betrayed gross outrage upon the feelings of the woman; you may think little of it, but
we assure you that it will be reprobated by every man of correct mind.”

 

Enclosure 10, in No. 50.

Gibraltar Case,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken in the Matter of Complaint preferred by James Hall, an Apprentice to Gibraltar,
against Mr. James Lothian, Overseer of that Property, for imprisoning him under the
alleged Directions of the Honourable William Frater (the Attorney), for holding “Religious
Meetings” in his House.

Turspay, 3 October 1837.

James Hall, an Apprentice to Gibraltar ; sworn.

AxzourT three weeks agoI was put in the dungeon for having prayer-meeting in my hawse-

The overseer, Mr. James Lothian, sent and called me and said, “That he would not allow
me to keep any meeting in my house; that it was Mr. Frater’s orders none should bekept
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on Gibraltar.” Mr. Frater is the attorney; it was about nine o’clock at night when theywent away; we began prayers at Buckra’s supper time. There were only three strangepeople from Manchester estate, all of the rest were people belonging to the property ; therewere only ten of us altogether. We have never had leave from the overseer to have prayer-meetings ; he would not allow it; but when the people from Manchester estate came there,they proposed that we should have prayers, and I gave the use of my house for that pur-pose; we have never had prayers there since that night. The overseer said that Mr.Frater gave orders that no prayer-meetings should be held; we had not yet finished whenbusha sent down to stop us, We had just raised a hymn when the constable, RichardMoulton, came down and said, “ James Hall, busha says you must come up with me andgo into the dungeon.” When I asked him for what I was to be put in, he said for havingihe prayer-meeting at my house. When I went up I saw the overseer, who said, “ Yourears are too hard; I have told you before that Mr, Frater will not have any prayer-meetingson the property, and yet you allow it.” The meeting did not continue to hold prayers afterI was taken into custody; I begged busha very hard not to put me into the dungeon, asI had not anything to eat, and said I would not do so again; but he would not take anexcuse, but put me into the dungeon, and let me out again next morning at six o’clock.The special magistrate, Capt. T. A. Dillon, came on the property afterwards, but I wasnever taken before him by the busha; heard Mr. Frater myseif say, in last coffee time(about July), that we were not to keep prayers on the property. We had a meeting abouttbat time, and a man from Industry came there to keep prayers for us; he was theonlystranger; there were about ten of us present on that occasion, and we finished prayers thatnight. Mr. Frater called after that, summoned all the people up and gave us orders, beforethe overseer, not to have any more meetings; that the man on the property who keptprayers was to be sent to St. Ann’s, to be punished,

Richard Moulton, Head-constable on Gibraltar; sworn,
There was a prayer-meeting at James Hall’s house on Monday last week; there werethree men from Manchester estate there; 1 don’t think there were 12 people present; I

was not there, but in my house; there was a hymn raised, and the overseer called me andtold me to go and bring up these people; that he would not have any prayer-meeting onthe property. I went and took the three strangers, and carried them up to him; he turnedthem away on the road, putting them outside the gate, and telling them never to comeagain. The overseer, on learning from me that the meeting was held at James Hall’s house,
sent me to bring him up and lock him up. When I brought the old man up, he beggedvery hard to be let go, saying, that he would never do so again; but the overseer said,
“No, I will lock you up; for if I let you go to-night, you will go and hold meeting again;I shall lock you up as a warning.” I heard Mr. Frater say once, that he would not haveany noise on the property at night, but he did not mention anything about hymns ortayers. There used to be prayer-meetings before that constantly in James Hall’s house,ut astop has been put to it; the people stopped after this order of Mr. Frater not to have
any noise; 1 told them to stop,as I consider that Mr. Frater, in saying he would not have
any noise on the property at night, meant by that, the noise made by singing at prayer-
meeting. There fas been no meeting since the night that James Hall was put into the
dungeon,

Mr. James Lothian, Overseer of Gibraltar; sworn.
I went as overseer on Gibraltar on the 26th of June last; the people, on one occasion,

after that date, held a prayer-meeting ; two men from Industry, named George Andersonand John Duncan, respectable apprentices and masons on Industry, came to Gibraltar to
conduct the meeting. Before that night I told the constable that I would not allow suchthings, as there was at Stewart-town a chapel to which they could go (about seven miles).After the first meeting I told the people that I would not allow it. Soon after Mr. Fratercame and told him that the people had meetings on the property, singing psalms andhymns ; previously to this, Mr. Dexter, the Baptist missionary at Stewart-town, hadWritten a letter to me stating that [ must not disturb the people at their meetings. Ishowedthis letter to Mr. Frater, but he would not read it, saying that he would havenothing todo with Baptist parsons. He, however, afterwards told me to send it to him, which I did.
On the first occasion of Mr. Frater’s being told by me that the people had held a meeting,he told me to go down to the coffee-store, when the people were there at work, and desire
the constable to come to him. When the constable, Richard Moulton, went to him, he gavehim strict orders not to allow such proceedings on the property; that if he did he would
send him to the workhouse. Mr. Frater then went away. On Monday night last fort-
night I heard a singing of hymns at the negro-houses; | immediately called out to themto stop; but the houses of the people were not very near to the place where I called out;called out three times; and, as they did not stop, I called for the constable, who stoppedsome little time before he answered. I called to him to fetch the people up, and was goingdown myself, when I met him coming up with three of the Manchester estate apprentices
by the gate. I told him to let them go, and bring the man in whose house the meeting
was held. The Manchesier people were following me up to the overseer’s house, andI told them that they must go away from the property instantly. I went to the house andleft them on the road going; I then directed the constable to bring up James Hall, andlock him up in the dungeon, having ascertained that the meeting had been in his house;

154. ; he
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he was locked up, and let out in the morning;but Enever took him after that before thespecial magistrates to complain; isquite certain that Mr.Frater told the man that he
would send him himself to the workhouse if he allowed any meetings of that kind there,

 

Enclosure 11, in No. 50.

Sammy Hill's Case.

MINUTES of EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s-town, respecting the Death ofaMale Apprentice to Cave Valley Estate
in the Parish of S¢. Ann, named Sammy Hill; and on other Complaints made h
sundry Apprentices of Cave Valley Estate, respecting the Discipline of that Property,

Saturpay, 30 September 1837.

Robert Morris, recalled; sworn.—I remember Sammy Hill, an old watchman at Cave
Valley ; he was the watchman of a corn-piece, and was coming home at night, when the
dogs at the trash-house raised upon him, and he fell and broke one of his feet. The
busha set the leg before the doctor came; he knew the circumstance at night when it
happened; I don’t know whether the bushaset the leg at night or in the Morning.
Sammy Hill said he was coming to his house for his victuals; 1 do not know who it was
that carried him to the hothouse; I saw him when he was about being carried to the hot-
house; I looked through my door and saw him.

Caroline Hall, recalled; sworn.—TI was not doctor-woman at the time of Sammy Hills
accident; Catherine James was the doctor-woman.

John Hogg, recalled; sworn.—I remember the time that Sammy Hill broke his leg; itwas in the night; I saw him in the morning, when they were carrying him to the hot-
house, but not since.

Catherine Hanson, recalled; sworn.—I remember going into the hothouse after theaccident to Sammy Hill, and seeing him there; Doctor Samuel Tucker was there; Doctor
Tucker was quarrelling with him for his obstinacy in not going upon the bed to lay him-self down, from which obstinacy the leg would not set properly; I saw the doctor feel the
leg; it was all quite swelled, and the front of the bone on the thigh was cocked up; thedoctor was also quarrelling about the box which was made to put the man’s foot in, as itwas very badly made. { don’t know how many days after the fracture it was before thedoctor saw him, but I don’t think that that was the first time.

TuEspay, 3 October 1837.
Catherine James, Doctor-woman on Cave Valley; sworn.

I was doctor-woman when Sammy Hill received the bite from the dog, and broke hisleg; busha sent to call me, and on going to him he sent me to call the bookkeeper up,whom he sent to the place where Sammy Hill was at. A mao, by the name of Sam Gordon,was also sent 10 assist the bookkeeper in raising up Sammy Hill and carrying him to theworkhouse; they carried him to the hothouse, and busha examined his broken leg andbound it with the back of the mountain cabbage; after setting the bone, the leg wasbandaged quite tight, and was kept wet with vinegar. In the morning busha sent for thedoctor, who came the following day; he only looked at the leg, but did not remove thebandage. On being told that busha had set it, he said it was set quite well, there was nooccasion for him to puil it; he gave the man a dose of salts, The man was bitten by thedog on both legs, which were poulticed, and got quite sound afterwards; the fracture wason the right thigh ; the man lived about three or four months after that; he never got up,or moved about on crutches during the time, and he never went out of the hospital. Oneday he made an attempt to creep out of the door, and got as far as the threshold and satdown there; at the time of his death his testicles began to get quite swelled; a box wasmade to put his leg in, and, it being too large, I used to stuff it with cloth; when I wasthere he would keep his leg in, but in my absence he always tried to take out the stuffingand move the leg. The doctor used to see him often; at one time he pulled the bandageoff and put the bone right, and then bandaged it again; it was about a week or two afterche saw him first that he did that. During his confinement in the hothouse the boneshowed itself out of the fleshalittle bit; the old man used to fret a great deal about it.The accident took place between eight and nine o'clock;when I went to see him at the placewhere he was, I did not see any basket, or anything at all with him. While he was in thehothouse, busha never gave him anything but a little toddy in the evening; he gave himthat every evening; the man’s wife used to bring him whatever he wanted, but he wouldscarcely take anything. There was no inquest held on the body after the death of theman; he was buried by his wife.

Sam Gordon, a Watchman on Cave Valley; sworn.
I remember Sammy Hill; I remember the night of the accident which he received. Bushaput me to watch the yard, and told me that whenever I heard the dog, I must go and see

what
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what was the matter. One night I heard the dog bark, and I went to see; I saw Sammy
Hill sitting down, with one leg stretched out, and the other bent under him; IT asked him
what was the matter with him, and why he had left the place busha gave him to watch;
I told him that busha would be vexed with him. He said, « Yes, I know that; but what
can Ido?” I informed busha of the accident, who got up directly and sent me for the
doctor-woman; he also sent for the bookkeeper, and when we had all come up, he sent us
to the place where Sammy Hill was lying down. Busha went himself, and, on getting to
the place, asked him what he was doing there; he told him that he should have been at
his watch. Sammy Hill replied, that he was on his way to the apprentices’ yard to get
something to eat. Busha sent me to get somebody from the negro-yard to help to carry
Sammy Hill to the hothouse; I did not get anybody, and I carried him myself on my back
to the hothouse, holding the lame leg in one hand; he placed his two hands over my
stomach; I was never called to give evidence before any inquest.

Satrurbay, 30 September 1837.

Robert Morris, recalled.—No person ever struck me in the field: I have seen the busha
strike people; I saw the busha jam with his stick a man, by the name of Robert Douglas,
on his chest; when he jammed him, Robert Douglas told him that he would know the
cause of his being jammed; the busha said that he did not care for the king, much less
the magistrate; the man did not fall, but he, the busha, went on trying to shove him down,
and at last when the man catch up he left him.

John Hogg recalled.—I remember one morning seeing a boy come to the hothouse;
busha came in from the field and asked the boy, Richard Merryday or Meredith, what he
wanted; he said he was sick. Busha took his supple-jack and flogged him off the step;
and, as the boy still persisted in not going away, he took him in the hospital; I went to
him myself in the still-house; he had ordered me out the night before by the constable to
gotothe field; 1 went to him the next day to the still-house for a hoe; he said, “ Go away,Thave no hoe.” I asked bim how I could go to the field without a hoe; that I should onlyhave to stand up and look at the rest; he still refused giving me the hoe; and as I con-tinued to ask, he took the liquor-rod which he had in his hand, and gave me a push at the
stomach with it, which dropped me down; I fell backwards, and said that | would com-
plain when the magistrate came, and I told Robert Morris that I would call him as awitness; but when the captain came I did not complain, us I did not think much of it,considering that the busha had struck me ina passion. I went to the field that day, andworked Wednesday and Thursday. On Friday, as busha owed mea day, he sent to callme, and said, “ Hogg, I owe you a day ; you can go now and takeit.” I went and had it.On Sunday night busha sent to tell me that I might return to my work in the carpenter’sshop, and I went; I do not know why I was pitched upon to go to the field, and the othercarpenters left. Busha and I never quarrelled on any other occasion; he has never doneme anything else that I could complain of. Sometimes when we, the tradespeople, areworking in the wood, and busha comes up, if he happens to be in a good humour, and we
beg him for a little ram, he sends it to us. Ihave heard (but never saw it) that the sameindulgence has been given sometimes to thefield-people.

Catherine Hanson complained to the Commissioners that some time ago there was a greatflood on Cave Valley, which came down so heavy as to alarm the people who were in the hot-house; who, thereupon, broke two of the panes of the sash, went out on the barbacue, andthen pulled outa fewofthe sticks of the fence, and went to the negro-houses ; they said theywere trying to escape from the coming water. Busha carried them to the magistrate forbreaking out of the hospital, and they were sentenced by Captain T. A. Dillon to be flogged;their names are Richard James and William Hail. From the time of his flogging, whichwas at Kensington, I believe, by the police, Richard James never recovered his sicknessuntil the week before last, when I understood that the magistrate ordered him out of thehothouse for change of air; he has not recovered his health from the day of his flogginguntil now; he was always a strong young man before that, but he has not since hisflogging been able to work either for his owner or himself.
With regard to the flood, John Hogg said, | remember the time of the water comingdown; it was at night; I was in my house, and heard a great noise;alittle boy, betweenthree and four o’clock in the morning, jumped up and said, “ Master, L am wet.” I got up,and on putting my feet to the ground, I found them in water; I opened the duor, and onlooking out I saw the water all before my door in the garden. [ halloed out to my house-keeper, wio was in the house where I was sleeping (the house was hers), and said, “ Susan,awake, we are in the flood; endeavour to assist yourself, for I must go to my own houseto look after my things.” On my way going T alarmed the people, who got up; theybroughit lights, and began to assist themselves; I went to my house, and took out as manythings as I could, and carried them up to the hill, and laid them by my aunt’s house;I went backwards and forwards to my mother’s house till day-light; the rain was pouringdown all the time. The water at the night took my house about the depth of 11 feet; itWas sometime about four or five days before the water cleared away, and I then began toput my house in order, and put my things in; some of the houses in the gully below thegreat house were entirely covered, being rather low, and the water rising there to a great

height. After the flood was over, the overseer told the people that if they would builduses in a high situation, and would carry their shingles off the oid houses, he would give
54 them
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them every assistance with the tradespeople on the property; those people whose houses
were destroyed received the assistance from thebusha, which he promised. With regard
to the hospital on the night of the flood, there is a cellar underneath; and I don’t think
that the water affected the cellar, nor do I think the hothouse was in any danger; but the
people were afraid, in consequence of the great rush of water in the gully, which wasnearly

The gully was between the hothouse and the negro-houses; and had the people
in the hothouse attempted to go to the negro-houses they must have been lost. Thewater
entirely surrounded the negro-houses to a great depth. About 11 years ago there was
another flood; it was worse than this; but as it came in the day, and the last one in thenight, the people were not so much frightened then; people were in the hothouse the
first time, and as the door did not use to be locked then, the people who were in it had an
opportunity of coming out.

 

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 50.

Cardiff Hall Cases.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. dnn, respecting certain Complaints made
by the Apprentices attached to Cardiff Hall and Unity Pens.

Thomas Cohail’s Case.

Tuxspay, 3 October 1837.

Thomas Cohall, a Field Labourer on Unity and Cardiff Hall Pens; sworn.
I REMEMBER being one night last year the watchman of pimento, on the barbacue;before the apprenticeship three persons were placed to watch the barbacue; since theapprenticeship the busha took me and two others to watch the barbacue, Last year croptime the barbacue was quite full, and it was more than one man could undertake to watch it,as the other two were taken off. I sent by the driver to tell busha this, and he sent foranswer, that he would not take me off, nor give me anybody to help, except he got mewell corrected for it. This answer was brought to me by the constable, Benjamin Moncrieff.I still kept on watching, and one nightI felt quite sick, and went to the bookkeeper andcomplained of my belly, carrying a man with me by the name of Thomas Hull, who waswilling to take my place. I went home, and before I could reach the house, Thomas Hullran after me, to tell me that the night was so dark some one had come and had attemptedto steal a half bag of pimento; that they had filled a bag half way and left it. I wentback to the bookkeper with Thomas Hull, and the bookkeeper said, “ Well, Thomas, justas you went away somebody has come to steal the pimento.” I said I was very sorry forit; he said he would compiain in the morning to busha, and I said I could not help it, asT had told busha already that it was more than me (one) could manage, In the morningbusha was told of it, and sent for Mr, Sowley, the special magistrate, before whom I wascarried, and received 40 stripes at St. Ann’s workhouse. I received the flogging, andwent back to the property: When I reached home I went to the hothouse for a week,and after that I went to work; the back broke out in sores, and busha said that he wasvery glad to find that I got itso well. I watched the barbacue then at night, receivingthe day in return, until the crop was finished.

Mr. Joseph Osborn, Overseer to Cardiff Hall ; sworn.
When I took charge of Cardiff Hall, in November 1835, I found Thomas Cohall theonly watchman on the barbacue; the pimento crop was nearly finished; he continued asa watchman all through the crop, receiving the day in return for his night. He was awatchman also all out of crop in 1836 ; he sent to me by the head-constable, to say thatthe watch was too much for him. I told the constable, Benjamin, that the watch was nottoo much, because he could see the pimento all over the barbacues, at any part of the bar-bacues he might choose to stand 3 I did not consider that equal to watching a cattle-pen,which is now-a-days done by one man. A few days afterwards he sent to say that hewished to be taken away from the watch; I told him I could not think of taking himaway, as he had a veryeasy job for the last 12 months, when there was no pimento towatch; that he never wished to be taken away out of crop, and I refused to take himaway when there was a little work todo. I knew no fault against the man, and I denyhaving made any threat to Benjamin to punish him, as I had no fault to find with him.A few days previous to the 28th September 1836, Mr. Butler, the bookkeeper at the bar-bacues, told me that he had caught Thomas Hull stealing pimento. I told Mr. Butler torelate what had takenplace 5 he said that, in the evening previous, he noticed that ThomasCohall had come to his work as usual, accompanied by Thomas Hull; they remainedtogetner in a way he did not like the appearance of; before going to bed, about nineo’clock, he, the bookkeeper, took a walk round the barbacues, and found a bag of pimentonearly dry, which weighed the next morning 84 lbs.; it was lying off the barbacue afew paces; Thomas Hull was standing beside it, but had not hold of it. He, the book-

keeper, then called to the watchman, Thomas Cohall, but he did not appear, and v
Bauer,
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Butler, the bookkeeper, said he was certain the watchman had gone away for the pur-
ose of allowing Thomas Hull to take the pimento. I did not send for a special magis-

trate, but waited until Mr. Sowley’s usual day to visit the property; I brought both of
the men before Mr. Sowley on the 28th September, and I related the case to Mr. Sowley,
but he refused to adjudicate on Thomas Hull, alleging that it was an act of theft. I then
preferred a charge against Cohall for neglect of his duty as a watchman, as it was my
opinion he was implicated in the theft; he was sentenced to receive 20 stripes at St. Ann's
Bay, and return to the property. I heard nothing of his being sick either before or after
the night that he left the watch, but I admitted him into the hospital after being fogged.
Mr. Butler never told me that he had allowed Cohall to go home; and the assertion made
by Cohall this day of that circumstance is the first that I have heard respecting it; he was
restored to his watch after coming out of the hospital.

Mr. James Black, Book-keeper on Cardiff Hall; sworn.
I am aware of Cohall’s being tried by Mr. Sowley; he was sentenced to receive 20

stripes in the St. Ann’s house of correction. I copied the commitment myself; the com-
mitment stated that he was to receive 20 stripes. After his return from the workhouse
he was admitted into the hospital, and remained there for a few weeks; he then went out
to his work.

Wepnespay, 4 October 1837,

Mr. Butler, formerly Book-keeper on Cardiff Hall; sworn.

One morning, I do not remember dates, I saw Thomas Cohall bringing Thomas Hull
to the barbacues; I asked what Thomas Hull wanted; Cohall said he had brought him
to assist him to watch. I allowed him to remain; this was at dusk. About two hours after
I came out of my room, to see if all was right, and the watchman there; I found Thomas
Hull standing on the barbacues, which had been disturbed, as if some of the pimento had
been taken away. I passed on to the end of the barbacue to see if I could discover any
erson loitering about; I there found a bag of pimento. The pimento was cast off the

Farbacue, and Hull was standing at the spot where it appeared to have been taken. I in-uired of him for Cohall; he gave me no decisive answer, but told me he had stepped out.t made him carry the pimento into my room, and lock it up. Cohall never asked me onthat evening for permission to go away as he was sick, and to get another man to watch
for him; 1 did not give him leave to go away that evening. No express was sent for the
special magistrate; he came the next day to visit the property; he came on the estate topay his usual visit, He begged me very hard not to mention the circumstance to theoverseer, and got a man named Gordon to beg, but I thought it my duty to mention it tothe overseer, My opinion is that both Cohall and Hull were concerned in the robbery;Cohall was sentenced to receive 20 lashes.

 

James Carter’s Case.

TuEspay, 3 October 1837.

James Carter, Apprentice to Cardiff Hall ; sworn.

I was working on a ground on the Catherine Warren side; my grandfather and grand-
mother used to work the same ground. Busha took away the ground after the provisions
had grown some height; he went into the ground and pulled all the provisions, and made
the watchman cut up with his cutlass what he did not pull up. I was working at Orange
Valley ; and a tree, which a man was falling, smashed my foot, and I went to the hospital.
After the wound got well I returned to my work, and was taken to Brown’s-town, where
Iwas called by the police. When I got home I went to the hospital. I went to the
doctor-man, and asked him to bleed me; he said he could not do it then, but gave me a
dose of salt physic. After taking it, busha made the doctor-man, William Nash, and the
bookkeeper, Mr. Black, put me in the bilboes. I do not know how long I was confined;
Thad fits when I was in the stocks. When I got well I returned to my work. At the time
my foot got mashed by the fall of the tree, and was injured, [ went to the hothouse; and
when the foot was near getting well, busha took and put my foot in the bilboes two nights
and three days. He only allowed mea little time to wash my foot in the morning; and I
could not get any water in the hospital to drink, and busha would not allow me to go to
the negro-houses to get any.

Thomas White, an Apprentice to Cardiff Hall; sworn.
I remember James Carter being in the hothouse and the stocks; he had a sore foot.
never remember his having a fit in the stocks. He said that he wasworking and cutting

Wood at Orange Valley; and, after cutting a tree, a part of it ran down and hurt his foot.
€ came to the hospital ; I was there at the time, and his feet, and those of the rest of theSore-footed people, were put by busha in the stocks. One Wednesday evening, busha was at.

the stall serving beef, and there was no dressing out for dressing the feet. When busha came
home the doctor-man went to the overseer for dressing. When he came back, he said that
the busha had asked whether he had placed the sore-footed people in the stocks. He

154, replied
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replied, “ No;” and the busha asking him why he had not done so, he answered that there
was no dressing out. Busha then sent another man to see whether the people’s feet were
in the stocks or not. The man was named William Nash; the doctor-man is namedWilliam
James. Nash went back and told the busha that the people’s feet were not in the Stocks,
The busha sent by William Nash, and put William James in the dark room for not doing
so. The dark room was in the hospital; and directly as William Nash put Willian
James into the dark room, there was the busha appeared in hospital, who met James
Carter, with the calabash and dressing in hishand, just going to dress his feet. He said,“Why did not you dress your feet before?” and got very angry. Directly he met up
James Carter, and began to shove him. He shoved him into the dark room, where the
stocks are; and by the way he was shoving James Carter, the water and the dressing were
all thrown away. James Carter said, “What is busha shoving me in this way for; busha
should not shove me in this way; he is taking an advantage of me; Iwas put on my
work, and had my foot cut; I come to the hospital, and if busha don’t allow me to have
my foot dressed, how am I to dress it.” Busha then said, “I will put you in the stocks,
for you should have dressed your feet long before this.” Busha then put his feet in the
stocks, which he locked, and then took away the key. At five o’clock he gave William
Nash the key to come and pull James Carter’s feet out of the stocks, for him to go and
wash them. ' The feet were washed, and he was clapped back in the stocks, which was
locked, and the key carried back to the overseer. He was in the stocks two nights and
three days. After he was pulled out of the stocks, on Friday evening, to have his feet
dressed, he pretended as if he were going to wash his feet; but instead of doing so, he
ran away to Orange Valley, to complain to Mr. Miller, who he understood was there; butMr. Miller was sick in bed, and did not see him. He was followed by William Nash, who
took him up and bronght him back. After fetching him back, Nash went and told theoverseer, who ordered the head-constable and Nash to carry him to Brown’s-town. Hewas carried to Brown’s-town, and on his return he was brisker than Nash or the head-constable, and ran into the hothouse first. He said to the doctor-man, James, “ Doctor, I
beg you to bleed me;” he said, “ No, I can’t bleed you to-day, for you have bled enoughalready; I will give you a dose of salis. Get mea pan of water.” James Carter thenSaid, “ There is no water in the hospital-house.” The doctor-man then told Lim to go tothe oversee:’s house for some. I did not go up with him to see what passed, but just ashe was coming out of the kitchen, I saw the overseer riding up. When he came down tothe hospital, I said, “ What did the busha say to you?” He replied, “ The busha said, ¢ If
you had been flogged at Brown’s-town to-day, you would not have come up to take
dinner with me now.’” Directly the busha got very vexed, and sent the head-bookkeeper,
Mr. Black, and the head-constable, to tell William Nash that he thought he had given him
orders to put James Carter into the stocks after bringing him from Brown’s-town.Mr. Black said that he would put James Carter into the dark room. James Cartersaidhe would not go there; that he had not been placed there before; but Mr. Black insistedthat he should. James Carter said he would not go to the dark room either for Mr. Black
or Benjamin, the head-constable, or for William Nash; he said that twice; and Mr. Blacksaying that he would have him go into the dark room, William Nash held him round biswaist, and took him up and threw him on the bed. Benjamin called me out to assist, andput James Carter in the stocks. I said, “ No, I would not have anything to do with it.”
After throwing him on the bed, Benjamin took hold of the feet, William James lifted up
the stocks, and James Carter’s feet were then pat in, when he, James Carter, fell into a fit.After they put him into the stocks they locked it, and went away leaving him in the fit.
{ then went into the room where he was, and saw one of his feet in the stocks and the otheron the ground. I raised his head up by putting a mat under it, und took up his foot from theground and put it on the bed, 7. e. the platform so called. I called to William James, and said,“You had better go and look toJamies Carter; you are the doctor-man, andif anything comesagainst you I will bea witness for it.” He replied, “ What can Ido?” He said, “The head-bookkeeper and the head-constable put him in, and the same them put him in, the same hewill remain.” I then told him he had better send for the constable, as he was lying verybad. He then sent directly to call Benjamin from his house, who immediately after he
came ran to the overseer for the key, and told him that James Carter had died away inthe stocks. Benjamin came back and took his feet out, and the doctor-man ran up to theoverseer, who came down himself directly. He got very vexed, and said that he did notorder him to be put into the dark room. Benjamin said it was the bcokkeeper ordered
him to do it. The overseer ran and took a new bottle of hartshorn, and rubbed JamesCarter with some of it. He clapped also his feet and hands in hot water, and made alittle toddy to give to him; but with all they did, he did not speak. A spoon was con-stantly kept in his mouth, und turned about to keep the jaw froin being locked. This wason Saturday afternoon, and he never spoke until Sunday, about eight o’clock. I asked himthen where hurt him ; he did not speak, but laid his hand on his breast, In a half hour
after he died away the same way ; the busha could get no rest for it, and no doctor was
near. Busha went on Monday to Antrim and got Doctor Greaves, the new doctor. Afterthe doctor came, he gave him many things, and asked him where he felt pain. He put hishand on his breast. The doctor mixed up and left several things with me to give him, andon Tuesday he wasalittle better. Busha attended him very well in the hospital, and gavehitn every thing that was necessary; he could not attend him better, and gave him a woman
to take care of him.
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Wepnespay, 4 October 1837.

Mr. Joseph Osborne, Overseer of Cardiff-hall; sworn,

About a year anda half ago, or probably more, the provision-ground belonging to the
house was nearly worn out. We have a run of land called “Catherine Warren,” which
had not been wrought probably for 30 years, in high wood, and I selected a piece in the
form of a cock-pit, containing probably about three acres; I sent the people, and they felled
part of this land, and the other part I marked, so that none of the apprentices should go
to it; I made them fully acquainted with my having done this, There is abundance of
ground, several hundred of acres, which the apprentices might take for their grounds. I
went to the mountain some week after this land had been fallen, and [ found that nine or
ten different families had commenced to cut and plant the very ground that I had selected
for the house use. I pointed out to all the head people the impropriety of their doing so,
and told them that 1 would not allow it: several of them declined going farther, and gave
up what they had done. James Carter and John Edwards still continued to work that
round, and enlarged it. I afterwards remonstrated with James Carter and John Edwards,

when the latter begged me to allow his provisions to remain until they were full, and he
would take them out. Carter still continued making his larger, and went to the attorney
and special magistrate; he got no redress from either, but was censured by both the attor-
ney and special magistrate, Mr. Sowley; notwithstanding he still continued to enlargethat ground, consequently I went to the mountain and took up the watchman, and ordered
him to take out his provisions ; he again replanted the same ground, and after a great to
do himself he gave it up. Thad repeated conversations with Doctor Johnson respectingthe patients leaving the hospital, and especially those who had sore feet; the doctor found
a great deal of fault with it himself, and even remarked in the books, that he had visitedthe hospital, and found the patients all absent; this was at a time when there were upwards
of 20 people on the sick list. That continued for a time, and having a very careless doc-
tor-man, Doctor Johnson found it necessary to note in the book, that. those who had sore
feet and would not comply with the hothouse regulations (by which means the sores werekept for a long time from healing), should be put in the bilboes.

The hospital-book was here produced, and the following extracts directed to be taken
therefrom:

12th May 1836.—Those with sores to be prohibited from leaving the hospital or walkingabout; the ulcerated limbs to be kept as much as possible in a horizontal position. Should
they refuse 10 submit to this necessary restraint, one of the feet may be put in the bilboes,
as has hitherto been customary.

(signed) Thomas Johnson, Surgeon.

8th June.—All the patients absent.

Mr. Osborne, in continuation.—James Carter is one of the most obstinate men thatI haveever had under my charge; he came to me on the 2oth April last, at Orange Valley, witha slight cut on his toe; I directed him to go home to the hospital. I make a general ruleto inspect the hospital, and examine each patient in the hospital, calling their names overfrom the list book. On Monday the 8th of May I found that Carter’s sore wasdailygrowing worse, and I cautioned him that it was going to turn into yaws; the cause of thesore getting worse was his repeated absence from the hospital. Next day, between nineand ten o’clock, seeing the people walking about the yard, with the intention, no doubt, toleave it during my absence, I went down to the hospital, and took William Nash with me,the then ranger on the property; I most solemnly declare I neither put my hand onCarter nor any other apprentice on that occasion, nor assaulied him in any way. T foundfault with the doctor-man for not having the people’s sores dressed before that time of theday, and I desired him to be put in the lock-up room, which is a large room with a terracedfloor, on the first story. This order was given to William Nash; the back-door was open,and the doctor-man went out immediately. I told William Nash, at the same time, to putthe people with sore feet in the stocks ; Carter, on hearing this, swore that no man shouldconfine him, that he knew the law too well to allow it; he continued making a disturbancethat day and night, the wholeofthe next day and the day following. One of his feet hadeenput in the stocks on the day after he commenced this turbulent conduct. On theevening of the day that Carter was put into the stocks,I told Nash to be very cautious andcareful, and desired him not to go too far from the yard at any time, also to give himeverything that he required, and to allow him to go out whenever he applied to him to gofor the purposes of nature, or anything he required, as he was not put for punishment, butSanitary restraint. I desired Nash also not to allow him to go to Mr. Miller, atOrangealley, as he said he would do, as Mr. Miller was sick, and would not be able to see him.On Thursday evening he mace his escape from William Nash, and went off;he was broughtback the next morning by WilliamNash, end appeared penitent and wished to beg; I toldhim that I had heard much of his insolence at different times, and that his day would cometo meet punishment, and that I would not excuse him. I gave him in charge to WilliamNash, desiring him to carry him to Brown’s-town court next moming. The next morn-mg I sent the head-constable to go with Nash; he admitted the charge brought againstme histrial, of disorderly conduct and insolence, to be correct, alleging that passion4.
ha
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had got the better of him. He was sentenced to receive 25 stripes by the police, but I did
not remain to see the infliction of the punishment, as I had not brought him up from vin-
dictive motives. On my return home, about two o’clock, I found him in the overseer’s kit.
chen; he was then showing off a great deal of insolence and boldness. I asked him what
he was doing, and he told me very boldly that he had come for water; [ ordered him off
to the hospital; itis probable that I asked him, seeing his boldness, whether he had come
to take dinner with me. I reproved Mr. Black, the bookkeeper, for allowing the hospital-
eople to come to the house for water, as they have a doctor-man and nurse whose duty it

1s to supply those things. The nurse is a very attentive woman. I told Mr. Black that
as Carter did not appear to care for his punishment, and still have a sore toe, to go to the
hospita] and put him in the stocks. Mr. Black went, andfinding him obstinate ashitherto,
procured the assistance of Benjamin, the head-constable, or William Nash, to put him in
the stocks. About dusk I was called by one of the people, who said that James Carter
was sick; and I replied that if he is sick he must be attended to, and [ went myself to the
hospital, where I found him in a fit, caused, I believe, from passion ; he is very much sub-
ject to fits, one of which lasted him, in February gone, for several hours, during which
time I attended him, so did I on the present occasion; 1 administered all that I thought
likely to restore him. Icould not procure the the assistance of Dr. Johnson, as he was
not in the neighbourhood, and the next morning Iprocured the assistance of Doctor
Greaves, who on examining him said that Carter was making the worst of his sickness,
and that the flogging might have caused the fit. A few days afterwards he voluntarilyleft the
hospital, and went to his work; nothing then transpired until a letter in the Falmouth
Post of the 24th May met my eye. I did not take any notice of that letter, but I con-
sidered it my duty to write and inclose the letter to my employers, with a statement from
myself of the circumstances as they occurred.

Gentlemen, Cardiff Hall, St. Ann’s, 16 June 1837.

Having noticed in the “ Falmouth Post” of the 24th May, an article signed by John
Clarke, Baptist missionary, and purposed to be a true statement of James Carter, an
apprentice, belonging to this property, on whom he accuses me of having committed
several acts of oppression; with a view to remove from your mind every impression it
may have made as to my being guilty of such inhuman acts as stated, I beg leave to lay
before you a few remarks in refutation thereof, which I am prepared to prove, beinga true
and unsought for account of the charges therein preferred against me.
James Carter is a man 24 years of age, a troublesome and idle-disposed apprentice, and

for years he appears to have been so by the plantation book. He was admitted into the
hospital on the 20th of April with a sore toe, and on the gth MayI found his sore was
daily growing worse, from his walking about and leaving the hospital. I then, in com-
fiance with the gth clause of the Actin Aid, and agreeably to the prescriptions inserted

in the book by Dr. Johnson, ordered William Nash, who is a trustworthy head-man on the
property, to put him in sanitary restraint, which was the stocks, in the main hall of the

hospital, where he was kept until Friday the 12th, but not for punishment; it was merely
to restrain him, to allow his sore to get well; when Carter heard this order given, he arose

in a great passion, and dared any person to attempt to confine him, and said that he knew

the law too well himself to allow it; his conduct was so outrageous for several days in suc

cession, that I kept William Nash to attend him in all his wants, that he might have no
cause for complaint, or say that I acted contrary to law.
With respect to his being struck, collared, or confined in the dungeon without food or

water, the charge is without a shadow of truth, neither was he in any way molested; and
he has since admitted having stated a falsehood. As a check on all such conduct, and for

example’s sake, I took him to the special magistrates’ court, where he in his defence

admitted the charge to be true, and said the time he did so he was overheated with
passion ; his sentence was 25 lashes from the police, which I did not see inflicted, as his

punishment did not proceed from any vindictive feeling of mine. After what I have stated,

and on his return to the property, I found him ia the overseer’s kitchen, and on my ordering

him to the hospital, was equally as before; he then insulted Mr. Black, the head book-

keeper, and afterwards wrought himself into sucha state of passion, that he fell into fits,

a complaint he has frequently been subject to before, although a strong man. As regards

his faintings, &c., they were nothing more or less than what I have related, for shortly

after he lett the hospital and found his way to Messrs. Clarke and Oughton, a distance
more than nine miles. You are aware that upwards of 300 apprentices are under my

charge as overseer, and during the last 19 months only eight cases of punishment has
taken place, which were as follows: two constables, for neglect of duty and encouraging
indolence; one watchman, for wilfully suffering strange stock to trespass on the property;
one man for stealing pimento from the barbacues; two men for robbing theapprentices’

grounds, and breaking open their houses; also, one female, a week on the treadmill, for

insolence to the constable and bookkeeper; and James Carter for the above charge.

I trust that after your perusing this statement, together with the affidavit of William Nash,

which is hereunto annexed, will convince you how I have been calumniated, and T hope
shortly that Mr. Clarke will find out how far he is misled by false statements.

Tam, Ke.
To George Marrett, William Miller, (signed) Joseph Osborne.

and Frederick Core, Esqrs.
Jamaica,
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Jamaica, $8.) Personally appeared before me William Nash, an apprentice on Cardiff
St. Ann. fHall, in the parish aforesaid, who being duly sworn, maketh oath, and saith,

that on Friday the goth May he was in the hospital of Cardiff Hall, when Mr. Joseph Osborne,
ihe overseer, visited the sick; that he heard James Carter give the overseer a great deal
ofinsolence, which he continued to repeat daily; that the deponent was close to the over-
seer, and never saw him strike James Carter, or make any attempt to do so; that he
himself never collared the same James, nor took him up bodily, neither was he ever put
in any dungeon; and as far as regards want of food or water, that he, the deponent, most
ositively swears, that he took to the said James herrings and bread kind himself, and that

as regards the debility of faintings, that James Carter walked so fast, that he, the deponent,
could not keep up with him on his wayto and from Brown’s-town; this deponent also
swears, that he saw food taken by the direction of Mr. Osborne to the said James Carter.

his
Dated this goth May 1837. William + Nash.

mark.

Swom before me, after reading the contents, and asking the deponent if it was true, this

goth May 1837. (signed) Samuel B. Barnett.

Some time after the publication of the statement in the “ Falmouth Post,” Carter
admitted to me that he had tolda lie against me, and that it was not his own doings that
took him to Clarke, but alluded to the person who took him, who I believe to be Thomas
Cohall. He also said that all that was published was not related by him.

Mr. Black, Book-keeper on Cardiff Hall; sworn.

On the evening of the day that James Carter received his punishment at Brown’s-town,
Mr. Osborne, on his return home, asked me why Iallowed people from the hospital to be
about the yard ; that he had just observed James Carter coming from the kitchen with a pan
in his hand, in a very bold manner, and asif he did not mind the punishment he had received;
he told me to go and see him put into the stocks with the rest of the people who had sore
feet. Carter refused to be put into the stocks, and I sent for the head-constable to put
him in; Carter still refused to goin, and the head-constable called upon William Nash,
William James, and Thomas White, to assist him; White refused, and the other two and
the head-constable put him in the stocks, which I locked, and went away, taking the key
with me, and leaving James Carter perfectly well; this was between three and four o’clock
in the evening. I was called about five o’clock by Mr. Osborne, who sent me to the
hospital to see what was the matter with James Carter, as a person had come up to him
saying he was sick; on going down, I found him inafit, and took him out of the stocks.
Mr. Osborne, who came down, ordered me to pay every attention to Carter, and give him
all that he required; I did so. Carter is always a troublesome boy, talking a great deal;
this has always been his character, but he does his work very well when he ison it, When
there is any dispute as to time, and being worked too long, Thomas Cohall and Thomas
White are generally the first to complain.

William Nash, Head-constable to Cardiff Hall, about 40 years of age; sworn.
1 know James Carter; I know the ground that busha marked off; James Carter worked

inside the line where busha marked off; it was thrown up from the time I was a boy; the
place was never worked in my time. I remember when Carter was in the hospital, before
he was sent to Brown’s Town, he was very insolent to the busha; busha came into the
hothouse about half-past eight or nine in the morning, and met James Carter with a
calabash with water, going to wash his foot; busha asked him where he was going, and
he told him, and busha then desired him to go back, as he should have dressed his foot
before then; busha ordered him in the stocks; he said he would not go, and busha laid
hold of him by his shirt, and turned him round, saying he should go; the water did not
throw away; busha gave me orders to put him in the stocks, and I put my hand on him,
and said, “ Why don’t you obey busha’s orders as well as the rest?” He replied, “ Daddy,
for your sake, as you ask me, I will go;” he then went on the bed, and his brother lifted
up the stocks, and I put his foot in: he began to jaw then, saying, that the busha had
imposed upon, and taken an advantage of him, and that as soon as he got out he would
0 and complain to his master, meaning the attorney, Mr. Miller or Marrett; every atten-
tion was paid to him. On Thursday he escaped, alter being let out to dress his Jeg, and
Went to Orange Valley, where Mr. Miller was, but he did not see him, I went after him,
took him, and brought him to the busha; he begged hard to be forgiven, acknowledging
having been insolent; busha said he had been so often insolent to him that he would not
forgive him; he was put in the stocks, and brought up the following Saturday before
Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s-town; he was sentenced to receive 25 lashes. After the pu-
nishment he was taken back to Cerdiff Hall, where I was ordered by busha to put him im
the hothouse; this order was given at Brown’s-town; be was found by busha at the
kitchen, where he went to get water, and was sent down by busha in charge of the book-
ceper to be put in the stocks; he refused to go in, and Mr, Black called to me to assist

to puthim; [ said, you had better wait till the head-constable comes; when the’ head-con-
154. stabie
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stable came he lifted the stocks; Mr. Black held his foot, and I put it in the hole. He

complained after that of hig stomach, between seven and eight o’clock, and busha came

down; that is all I know of it. .

James Carter recalled.—1 remember going to Mr. Clarke, the minister, to tell him what

I thought I had to complain of ; Thomas Cohall went with me; nobody advised me to go;

my own heart told me to go, as I felt IT had been punished wrongfully; 1 told Thomas

Cohall that I heard that Mr. Clarke was willing to see justice done as well for an apprentice

as for a white man, and that I would f° to him; and Thomas Cohall said, “ If you wish to

go, you may, but I do not send you; but Iwill walk up with you to Brown’s town.” He

did so, and I went to Mr. Clarke, and told him what I had to say. Iheard afterwards that

a paper was published, in which my com aint to Mr. Clarke was mentioned; busha never

mentioned about the paper to me, nor didI ever make any acknowledgment to him that

more was published than what I stated to Mr. Clarke.

 

Enclosure 13, in No. 50.

Edward Gunn’s Case, Apprentice to Mr. Knox.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann’s, in the case of Edward Gunn, an

Apprentice to Mr. John Knox, of Dry Harbour, New Wharf.

Monpay, 2 October 1837.

Edward Gunn; sworn.

Massa called me to weigh coffee by the scale one Monday. We called the constable

after weighing it, and he made four of us put it in the store. After the constable made us

ut the coffee in master locked the door and carried the key to the counting-house; from

that the store was never opened till Tuesday morning. When my master o ened the door

he found that some coffee had been stolen, and he called me and asked me if it was so the

coffee stood yesterday. I said, No; that I knew nothing about it. Master said, “You

must tell me.” I replied, I was not the watchman. Master then said, “ If you don’t know

who took the coffee, give me your room-door key.” I gave it to him, and he took two

constables with him and searched my house, but did not find any coffee. From that I was

minding my work, knowing nothing about it. They called magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson,

and they carried me to Queenhithe and catted me. ( he man here pulled off his shirt and

showed his back, exhibiting the marks of a severe flogging thereon, the sores of which had

been evidently neglected.) I was flogged by John Clarke, or George Clarke, the constable

at Queenhithe. After the flogging massa would not allow anybody to bathe my back, and

the flies took it; if it had not been for strangers I would have been a dead man. This was

about two years and a half ago.

William Reid, an Apprentice to Dunbarton, but hired to Mr. Knox at the time; sworn.

Edward Gunn was given to me to be taken to Queenhithe to cat. I saw the coffee

brought to the wharf and locked up in the store. I did not see it again till it was taken out

ofthe store. I did not know why, but Mr. Knox took it out and weighed it again, and

said some were missing; the cask did not appear to have been opened. I was with him

when he searched Gunn’s house, but no coffee was found. I took him to Queenhithe,

where he received a severe flogging, under the sentence of Mr. Rawlinson. He was tied to

one of the hind wheels of the waggon. He was tried at Dry Harbour. The cask did not

weigh so much when it was taken out of the storehouse; it was much lighter. I never saw

Mr. or Mrs. Knox take any pains to have the back dressed, nor did { see them turn Gunn

away.

George Clarke, a Constable on Queenhithe; sworn.

I know Edward Gunn; I flogged him ; nobody told me how many lashes he was to have.

Mr. Burbridge, the then overseer of Queenhithe, told me to flog him well, that he came up

to be punished, and I must give it to him well; he stood near to me and told me to flog.

I flogged very hard with a knotted cat. The cat is kept in Queenhithe busha’s house.

The back was very bad after the flogging, and the man laid down; he was flogged with
both hands and feet tied to the waggon-wheel. The feet and the hands were all extended

and tied. After the flogging, when Edward Gunn was loosened, he laid down from the

effects of the flogging.
Busha sent me the next day to Mr. Knox for sugar, telling me that Mr. Knox would pay

me for flogging the man. Mr. Knox gave me a maccaroni.
On a question from Mr. Knox, Edward Gunn said, “1 went near the house and asked 4

woman who was about the place to dress my back, and when Mrs. Knox saw it she
quarrelled with the woman, and told her that she was a field woman and had no right to
trouble with it. When I showed my back, which had been taken by flies, to both Mr
Williams and Mr. John Knox, Mr. William Knox drove me away, and said to me, “ What
right had you to go and steal coffee?” No doctor ever saw my back. This was the first

time I have ever been flogged since the apprenticeship.” William
wie
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William Reid, recalled.—Said the staves of the tierce were not properly put in, and
while we were rolling the tierce into the store the coffee got out; it kept working out all
the way that we were rolling, about 100yards, or possibly less. I cannot say what quantit
got out. I have never been punished during the apprenticeship; and when I am sick, if
go to master for a dose of physic I get it, and never saw Mr. Knox punish any man under
sentence of a magistrate except Edward Gunn and a man named Joseph, since the
apprenticeship. — ;

Mr. Knoz said, when the coffee had been lodged in the store, I went to the counting-
house and returned in about a quarter of an hour and did not observe anything then to
excite my suspicions. I did not miss the coffee stolen until the next morning. I do not
think that there was any mistake in the weighing of the coffee, nor do I recollect the
nature of the evidence adduced before the special magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson.

William Reid, recalled by the request of Mr. Knox, and said, I remember seeing Edward
Gunn take up a cake of soap and break it in two; he carried it out and was caught by
Mr. Knox, who took it away from him. I never was called upon to swear to this before
Captain T. H. Dillon.

t was afterwards stated by Edward Gunn, that in carrying soap to the storehouse a cake
fell out and broke; Reid took one half and I the other, and the master, Mr. Knox, coming
up, asked what right they had to take it. They were taken before the special magistrate,
and only admonished, at the request of Mr. Knox.
Mr. Daughtry here stated, that when Mr. William Knox had absolute proof of a theft he

did not press his charge; but, on the other hand, upon mere suspicion, Edward Gunn had
been charged and sentenced to punishment, which, from all appearance, appeared to be a
very brutal one.
Edward Gunn, recalled.—Since my master has gone off no doctor has ever seen my

sore ler; Master William came and asked me how I did, but no doctor came. When
provisions are scarce massa have flour in the store; if you carry him a fivepenny for flour
you get it, if not, you starve. He gives a pint of flour for a fivepenny, a pint of rice for a
fivepenny, but never get any corn from him,

TuEspAy, 3 October 1837.

Mr. John Ellis, Clerk and Wharfinger to Mr. Knox in 1835; sworn.

About the middle or latter end of April 1835 a cask of coffee was sent to the wharf;
Edward Gunn, Sam Ellis and Richard Weightman had charge of the cask, to put it up in
the store after it was weighed: it is my belief that the cask came down with a broken stave
on the bilge, but that, from the press of business, we had not time to stop with the people
during the time that they were putting it in the store. On opening the door the next morning,
the broken stave of the cask was next to the door, and appeared to have been prized up with
something or another, so as to allow the coffee to run out. It was evident, from the mark
on the ground, that a great deal of coffee was gathered up. The cask was rolled out and
weighed, and was found to have lost about 40 or 50 lbs.

The three men were charged with the theft, but denied it; their rooms were searched
accordingly; but whether any coffee was found then or not, I do not know. They were
taken before Mr. Rawlinson, the special magistrate, and of course there must have been
evidence sufficient for his sentencing them to be flogged; but he told them, if they would
Bey for the coffee they should not be flogged, which one of them promised to do. Sam

llis was the one who promised to pay; the other two did not promise to pay, and they
were being sent to Queenhithe to be flogged there, when the man Richard made his escape.
Edward, therefore, was the only one who was taken up and flogged. To the best of my
recollection, 25 lashes were ordered; his back, when he came home, was cut, but not more
so than any other negro’s would have been; but, by his applying leaves of different descrip-
tions, the back became very blistered and sore, and I myself have often spoken to him of
the evil that would result from his keeping them on: when he thought proper he took off
the leaves, and the back became dried. I repeatedly saw his back after that, which was
always covered with a handkerchief. The oil-nut leaf was one of the description of leaves
he had on his back ; he had other leaves on it, but I do not remember what sort.
On questions from the court, Mr. Ellis said, I do not recollect whether any coffee was

found at the time of the search; nor do I recollect whether I gave evidence at the time of
the trial before the special magistrate, being so long ago, it being now two years and a half
since the circumstance. .

Question by Mr. Knox.] Did you credit any of my brother’s negroes flour, or rice, or
corn during the week, to be paid out of their half a dollar on Saturday ?7—Answer, I have
often done so. Mr. Knox’s negroes have been paid regularly, for the last 11 years, half a
dollar per week; and, from the scarcity of bread-kind lately, we sold them flour, rice, and
corn at first cost, that is, giving a quart of flour for a fivepenny, and about a pint and ahalf
of rice fora fivepenny, which they paid for with the half of dollar that they receive. This
was done because they could not get it for double and treble the price elsewhere. Ihave
repeatedly given them flour and rice in advance after their allowance was all spent,which
they paid for out of their allowance on the following Saturday. Two barrels of herrings
were also served out to them in addition to their allowance; the two barrels of herrings were
served out in the course of six months. . . .

Q. Did you consider that you were serving the negroes by crediting them?—Z. [ did;
because their allowances were all spent before the end of the week.

154. Q. Did
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Q. Did they ever try to cheat you out of a fivepenny or a tenpenny when they were paid
their allowance on Saturdays?——A. They have repeatedly done so, and in consequence |
stopped giving them flour and rice in advance; this has been only for the last two weeks,

. Did Edward get the same allowance of rice and flour as the other negroes ?—A. Yes,
he did: there was no difference made among them,

Q. Did Edward Gunn ever get herrings gratis?—A. I cannot swear to that, as they were
served at the wharf by the wharfinger.

Q. Do you believe that he got them ?—A. I do believe that he did.
Q. Are you aware of Edward’s having been attended by Dr. Hylton when he had the

sore lex ?—A. I am aware that he was attended by Dr. Hylton, who prescribed calabash and
turpentine for his leg.

Mr. Knox having for a moment questioned the accuracy of the report, it was read to him
at length: he then admitted that it was perfectly correct, and the court ordered a minute to
be made of such admission.
At this period of the proceedings Mr. Mallet, the overseer of Dunbarton, who was

resent, said, that the investigation of the charges made against him by the apprentices of
that property had occupied considerable time, and he felt much pleasure in acknowledging
that the testimony of the several witnesses had been taken down with the greatest precision
and impartiality. He, at the same time, admitted, that the court had afforded him every
facility in rebutting the charges made against him.

Question by Mr. Knox.] Do you remember seeing any coffee on the track where the
tierce was rolled from the scales to the store ?—Answer. I cannot positively say.

Q. Did Joseph’s back appear as bad from the effects of the flogging which he received as
Edward’s?—A. I could not say; but his back (Joseph’s) was welled up in a few weeks:
his age was about 18.

Q. Had coffee been found in the negro-houses, would you have considered it good evi-
dence as to the theft ?—A. I really could not answer.

Mr. William Knox ; sworn.

I was present at the court-house; I searched the three houses ; I believe that I did not
find any coffee in the search, but will not speak more definitively. Had I found any, I
would have made it a matter of evidence before the special magistrate: I believe that there
was not any coffee produced at the trial as a part of any found in the houses of the party
implicated.

William Noad, an Apprentice to Mr. Knox ; sworn.

When I went with my master to search the negro-houses at the time of the loss of the
coffee, there was no coffee found in them.

Mr. William Knox here tendered the following statement on oath to the court, after
having read it :

(Copy.) .;
I, William Knox, do most solemnly declare, that to the best of my knowledge and belief,

about two years and half ago a cask of coffee was received at the wharf; I weighed it, and
Edward Gunn, Richard Weightman and Sam Ellis were the ones to put it up in the
store ; this I believe happened in the afternoon; how long after its being weighed before I
noticed the pilferage, I cannot positively say, but I think it was next morning;when I found
a stave broken at the bilge, and the appearance of coffee having been taken out, I called
the constables, had the cask rolled out and taken to the scales and re-weighed, when I found
50 or 60 pounds short. I made a search among the negro-rooms, but found no coffee, as
far as I can recollect. I then investigated the matter, and found that only the above-named
three were about the cask during the time the store was open, and on which evidence
they were found guilty by Mr. Rawlinson. All the particulars of the case I cannot now
recollect, having no written document to refer to, to refresh my memory; although no
positive evidence can now be procured, I have no doubt but that at the time of trial lawful
evidence was brought forward. I cannot swear as to size of the hole in the cask, but must have
considered it large enough to admit of the quantity mentioned above to have been taken out
of it. I do not recollect seeing any coffee on the ground where the cask was rolled, and
think I must have seen it when I went to lock the door had there been any. Unless I was to
pues at things, I cannot now state how long I might have been absent from the store, or
how the negroes were employed when I went to lock it. I recollect Mr. Rawlinson told
them that if they paid for the coffee, the sentence he had pronounced would be null and
void. Sam Ellis promised to pay his part, therefore was not catted, but whether he paid
all or any I do not recollect. Richard escaped from the constable, therefore did not get his
desert, and has never done a week’s work for my brother since, being a runaway. Having no
cat at the wharf, I requested Mr. Rawlinson to allow me to take Edward to Queenhithe, as
there was acat there; I went and saw it done; Mr. Burbridge was present, and I think counted
the lashes aloud; [ paid attention to it, and am positive that no more than ordered was given.
Joseph Hutchison received the same number at the same time, but for another offence, and
his back was well ina few weeks and no blotches on it. Dr. Barnett and Dr. Hylton
were paid yearly for aitending my brother’s concerns, and { am sure that a doctor never was
refused when required, and positively swear that I never drove away Edward when his
back was sore from the flogging, and I am sure was often attended to by Mr. Knox’s orders,
and that he only injured it when he applied his own remedies. I also swear that the store
im which the coffee was had close boarded doors and not railed gates, and that the ree

oors
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doors are stillin the same stores now. I think I would have been highly culpable, as a
public wharfinger, had I not done every thing in my power to find out the thieves and
have them punished, although I trust I am a Christian, and have got a tender feeling for the
unfortunate, On the Ist of August 1834, my brother was possessed of 13 negroes, nine of
which never was punished by a special magistrate, except that some of them might have
been a few hours in the cage; of the remaining four, one was only punished once, two, once
or twice, and the other, a woman, was sent to the workhouse, and the last punishment was about
two and a half years ago. Out of five hired, once only one was ever punished, and the other
four I believe never was ever in the cage. The magistrates yesterday found great fault with
me for not punishing two negroes some time before, for stealing half a cake of soap each;
as far as I can recollect, my reasons for not doing so were these, [ was never an advocate
for severity, even when they were slaves; this happened soon after the 1st of August 1834,
and our negroes were very unsettled at the time; I brought them all before Captain Dillon,
who said he would reason with them, (I do not think I was sworn,) I stated what I had
against each of them, and mentioned Edward’s having stolen soap, but suppressed Reid’s
name, on account of never having known him guilty of the like before, but Edward several
times of different thefts, but did not bring any one to trial. I positively swear that when
Edward had a sore leg, I went along with Doctor Hylton, who prescribed for him, and that
I went and put the powder ordered on his leg, and within these last two months I have dis-
tributed to him and the other negroes two barrels of herrings. I may also mention that I was
severely censured for my cruelty in complying with Mr. Rawlinson’s decision as regards the
coffee (as being too atrocious to be committed by an Englishman or a Christian).

Dr. Samuel B. Barnett; sworn.
I am, perhaps, the most intimate friend that Mr. John Knox has in the island, and at the

period alluded to in 1835, was in the habit of seeing him two or three times a week. I have
attended his family, including his wharf-negroes, for the last eleven years, as his medical
ractitioner. Edward had the misfortune, in a fight, I think, to receive a severe injury in
is hand ; 1 was compelled to amputate the finger from the joint, and to show the humanity

of Mr. Knox upon the occasion, he had him brought to my residence, where the operation
was performed, and where Mr. Knox invariably sent wine and every other refreshment that
he thought would make the unfortunate patient comfortable. The man himself has always
shown the greatest degree of gratitude for my attention towards him. I saw him once after
he was flogged, and might have seen him three times a week had he wished to come to me;
it appeared that he was ashamed of showing me his back, as I admonished him for having
behaved ill, and that he should be found in that plight, having been punished by order of a
court of justice. The negroes of Mr. Knox were always in the habit of applying to me
themselves for medical advice, whenever I drove into the premises, and were never prevented
from coming to me.

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 50.

Elizabeth Osborn’s Case, of Knapdale.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, respecting an apprenticed labourer to

Knapdale Estate, named Elizabeth Osborn.

Monpay, 25 September 1837.

Elizabeth Osborn, an Apprentice to Knapdale; sworn.

Berore I was sent to the workhouse I was locked up in the dungeon at the works, for
about a week and a half; I was in the workhouse for 10 days, and was put on the tread-
mill twice a day, and I was not able to keep the step; my feet were all mashed up, and
the blood ran from them; I was sent to the sea to wash them. The first and second day
Mr. Drake took the cat and catted me, but not afterwards ; they found fault with me every
day for not keeping the step; I took two days to walk home, from the badness of my legs;
they were all sore and bandaged up; I was lame and leant upon a stick when I walked. I
was laid up from May to August in the hospital with sore legs, which [ got from the tread-
mill. Dr. Edward Tuckedid not look at the sores; Mr. Clarke, the overseer, told me that
he desired the doctor not to look at the sores, as there was no occasion to bother about
them. Before I was better the overseer wanted to turn me out of the hospital, but the con-
stable told him that the legs were too bad: whenI did go to work I went straight to the
great gang ; my stomach then pained me a great deal, particularly when I was digging
cane-holes. I was ordered to cut grass one Saturday and two Sundays, to pay back the time
Tlost when I was in the workhouse; the constable said that it was the overseer’s orders that
I should do so; when I was in the workhouse all the women slept in one room; we slept
with the chains round our necks, and our feet in the shackles; the driver used to come
before daybreak to open the door that we might go and work on the mill; one night, about
the middle of the night, one of the drivers opened the door and came in; he wanted to take
out Catherine Bayley for a bad purpose. I heard him and Amelia Lawrence almost as
good as fight about it, as she would not allow the girl, who was one of her massa negroes,
go to him; it was quite dark ; I don’t know which of the drivers it was. On Sunday the
women used to carry wood and water, cut grass, and clean Mr. Drake's yard, but wewere
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not put on the treadmill on that day. I never saw any parson come to the workhouse, noz

did [see any doctor; it is possible that the doctor might have come there when I was

absent in the field. A quart either of corn or flour was given to each of us for our day’s

allowance of food; we used also to get a shad between two persons; this would not have

been enough to feed us, if we had not been assisted by our friends outside ; when they did

not give us the shad, we used to get alittle ay salt ; when we were put on the treadmill

we used to baw] out a great deal, and coul have been heard at a distance; we were

always flogged when we did not keep the step, and when we came off the mill we sunk on the

ground quite faint, as we could not stand up; the perspiration used to stream down and wet

our clothes as if water had been thrown on them; I was quite hearty before I went to the

treadmill, but since then I have not felt. so well, as it has given me an inward complaint,

The charge made against me, for which I was sent to the workhouse, was made by the

constable ; it was for neglect of work in the field ; the overseer put me in the dungeon from

four o’clock in the evening till the next morning, and then sent me to Brown’s-town, where

I was tried by Mr. Rawlinson, who would not hear me, but sent me away immediately in

charge of the police to the workhouse. The charge made against me was not only for neg-.

lecting my work in the field, but for causing others to do so. I have been in several parts of

America for six years with some of the members of the family I belong to.

Frank Stewart, an Apprentice to Knapdale; sworn.

I was in the field at the time of the quarrel when Elizabeth Osborn got into trouble ; the

people were quarreling for not getting their half Fridays; Mr. Rawlinson came on the

property before breakfast-time, and I proposed that we should all go quietly to him, and

ask him about it. Alexander Shand then went and told the constable that I said I would take

Friday without asking, and that I would advise Eliza Osborn to do the same; Eliza

Osborn and myself were put that evening in the dungeon, and brought next morning to

Brown’s-town, before Mr. Rawlinson, who ordered me to get 25 lashes, and be sent to the

dungeon: I got my lashes by the police, and was sent back to my work at Knapdale to be
put four nights in the dungeon.

Samuel Barrett, a Doctor-man on Knapdale ; sworn.

I saw Eliza Osborn when she came from the treadmill; her feet were very bad with

sores ; they were much swelled, and tied up ; she was obliged to use a stick to walk ; she

went to the hothouse and complained much of her side and legs. Iam the doctor-man;

she was in the hospital for some time, when busha came and tumed her out to dig cane-

holes ; the constable, Joseph Brown, came to the hospital to see her, and said that she was

not well enough, and so she remained in the hospital another week. I did not see any

marks of flogging, but her shins were very bad with sores.

 

Enclosure 15, in No. 50.

Jane Carter’s Case, of Alexandria.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken in the Case of a woman named Jane Carter, late an Apprentice to Alexandria Estate,
in the Parish of Saint Ann.

Jane Grove, an Apprentice and Doctor-woman on Alexandria Estate; sworn.

I REMEMBER when Jane Carter was sent to the workhouse; at the time she was sent she

was a very lame woman, she had a small ulcer at the back of her leg, a little above the

ancle ; it was an old sore: she always had it. She was always off and on in the hospital
with it; sometimes it would heal up and then break out again: she always wore a cloth

round the sore, and the cloth was on it when she was brought before the magistrate; she

always walked lame from some injury which she received in her hip from the time she was a
child ; her clothes would have prevented any one from seeing the cloth round her leg when

she was tried. When she was brought before the special magistrate, she explained her case
to him, but did not tell him that she hada sore. The sore was not bad then, it was quite
small; she limped when she walked, from the defect in her hip. She was a young woman

and had two children, they are both free, and are now under the care of an old woman o1

the property, who is a relation of the mother, as their father is dead. She was very bad

when she came back from the workhouse. I believe she was nearly two weeks on the road.
coming home. When busha heard that she was on the road and could not move away

from where she was sitting, he sent away two apprentices, named Mrs. Morris and Eliza

Ewbanks, and told them to go and look for Jane Carter, and_to take her to any property

that was near, and beg the overseer or doctor-woman to mind her. Busha also said that

when he sent for her, he would pay the person who took care of her. The two women went
away that day in search of her, but could not find her. On Monday morning the overseer
called her brother, John Grove, and told him to go in search of his sister; he was absent
several days and-returned without hearing any thing of her. The overseer sent him a second
time, and told him he must look until he found her, but he returned again without success.

Soon
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Soon after that she came home herself in a very bad state ; the sore was very bad, the flesh
was all rotten and black, and the sinews and the bone could be seen quite plain; she was

lame and very thin. I saw her come up into the yard, and she was ordered into the hos-
ital. Iam a doctor-woman on the property, and I attended her; she remained in the hos-

pital about three weeks and then died. She had no fever and no particular sickness, but
the day before she died she complained to me that her stomach was hurting her; I gave
her a little bitters and she died the next morning ; her legs were quite clean then ; the doctor
saw her every day, and while she was in the hospital she got plenty of eating and drinking
as well as medicine. She did not get any bark or wine. Jane Carter was a great runaway.
I cannot tell how long it was after she was discharged from the workhouse that she returned
home; our people work on the nine-hours’ system, and get half Fridays; they do not get
herrings unless they work their own half Fridays.

There are separate rooms in the hospital for men and women. Jane Carter was a poor
creature, but she was a trickified person; I mean by that, that she was always rambling
away from the property in her own time, instead of stopping to work her ground and attend
to herself. She had the same opportunity of working her ground as the rest of the people,
as there is plenty of fine provision-land on the property. She always turned out very late
on Monday mornings, but was never away more than part of the Monday. The man she
lived with, at the time of her death, belonged to Culloden, and I believe that she was
accustomed to go to his house in her own time. Culloden is about the distance of five miles
from Alexandria. Jane Carter was in the great gang; I do not know any particular cause
for her running away at the time that she was punished ; I never heard her tell the overseer
that she could not do the work she was put to; when she returned from the workhouse,
I asked her how it was that she was so poorly, and she answered that it was the treadmilt
that did her so ; I have been always used to attend to sores, and from what I have heard,
of the treadmill, I think it very likely that it could only have been from the punishment
which she received on the treadmill, that she could have got so bad in so shorta time;
busha never looked at the sore. When Jane Carter came home, I said to her, “ See what.
you have brought upon yourself, if you had not been a runaway, this would not have hap-
pened to you; you have brought all upon yourself.” She replied, “ If it was not that times
are not now as they used to be before, and if it had not been that people now pity one
another, and that some good ones gave mea little food, and assisted me to wash my leg,.
Tshould have died on the road.” I saw marks on both her legs, as if they had been
flogged, and when | asked her, she said that they were the marks of the cat with which they
had been lashed.

I know thatawoman named Mary Paterson was sent twice to the treadmill; the last
time that she was sent she was pregnant ; she is not delivered yet; she was sent since fast
Christmas, but I do not remember the exact time ; she was not very large, but it was to be
seen from her shape that she was in the family-way. When she was sentenced, she cried
very much, because she did not feel herself well enough to go; she did not tell the magis-
trate, Capt.'T. A. Dillon, that she was in the family-way. Mary Paterson would not stay
to her work, but was often away for two or three weeks at a time, near Falmouth; she was
not sent to the treadmill either time that she was sent to the workhouse, but was ordered
to be confined in the lock-up room. After her return there was not much the matter with
her. She compiained of her back, and after taking a dose of salts, she went to her work.
She has complained much of her back since.

Charles Smith, a Head-constable on Alexandria ; sworn.

I knew Jane Carter; she was sent to the workhouse some time ago; she had a sore on the
small of her leg, just a little above her ancle ; any one could see where the sore was; it was
tied with a piece of cloth just below her petticoat. I saw her in the hospital when she re-
turned from the workhouse, and she looked very bad; she had marks of flogging with the
cat on the place where the sore was. When she left the workhouse she could not come
home, and two of her friends went to look for her on a Sunday, and returned without being
able to find her. The overseer also sent her brother, Alexander Grove, in search of her. A
free woman, named Mrs. Simpson, on her way from St. Ann’s Bay, saw her, and brought
home word that she was on the road and unable to walk ; Mrs. Simpson went to the negro-
houses and told some of her family ; she never went to the gang after she came home, nor
left the hospital up to the day of her death. She was ia the habit of running away, and had
been away for a week at the time she was taken before the magistrate; she was in the habit
of turning out late on Mondays, and was very plaguingsome ; she spent all her own time off
the property, and used to go, I believe, to her husband ut Culloden; she did not work any
ground ; she was a lame girl, and was always troubled with lameness; there was something
the matter with her hip some time; she could not stand up straight; she did not show
lameness so much when standing as in walking. {n other respects she had not the appear-
ance of a sickly woman. I never saw the real state of the sore on her leg, but I always saw
that a cloth was bound round it. We work upon the nine-hours’ system on Alexandria, and
get the halfFridays. Herrings were given once by the overseer to all the people for nothing,
but the custom is ouly to give to those who work at shell-blow, and on the half Fridays. I
now a person named Mary Paterson ; she is a cousin of mine; befvre she went to the work-

house last time, I heard the people say that she was pregnant, but [ did not notice it myself.
I did not observe her falling back in her row as a pregnant woman often does. She was sent
to the workhouse by Capt. ‘fT. A. Dillon. I think it was before the Christmas she was sent;
she has not been to the workhouse since then. She is now very large; she is a very trou-
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blesome girl, and once having obtained leave from Capt. Dillon to go to Falmouth, she never
remembered to return till she was sent for. I do not know for what fault she was sent to the
workhouse.

Wepnespay, 27 September 1837.

Mary Sumpson, a Free Woman; sworn.

I remember seeing Jane Carter on her return from the workhouse; [ saw her on the
Wakefield-road; she was sitting down. [asked what was the matter with her. She said
that she had come out of the workhouse ; that they had sent her out of the workhouse
because they did not wish her to die there. She said that she was very much. I told her,
“If you can get up, you andI will walk together.” She replied, that she was not able to do
so. I then told her that when I went home I would call and send some of her family for
her. I looked at her leg; it was very bad, and was swelled quite large. The shins were
all cut up, and she told me that it was the treadmill that did her so, She took the bandage
off and showed me her sore. [I did not see any marks of flogging on it, nor did I see an
maggots; she said she knew she could not live; that she was just going home to die. Both
the fore and the back part of the foot were sore; the foot was very bad, and the sores were
all fresh ones. She satd that she had been sent out of the workhouse the day before I saw
her. She was sent out on the Friday, and slept at the watchman’s hut at Wakefield that
night. It was on the Saturday that I met her; she had an old sore before she went to the
workhouse, but it was quite well at the time she went in. I told her family about her when
I went home, and on the Sunday they took some provisions and went for her, but they could
not find her, and they returned home. Wakefield is about six miles from St. Ann’s Bay.
The sores on her leg were all on the middle part of the shins down to the ancle ; all the calf
was swelled up.

Hamilton Brown, an Apprentice to Culloden; sworn.

Jane Carter was my wife ; she used to live with me. When she came home to Alexandria
from the workhouse | did not go to see her. I never heard that she came home until after
she was dead and buried. She used to come to Culloden on Saturday evenings, and
went home to Alexandria on Sunday evenings at four o’clock, I never knew her to run
away. She lived with me up to the time that she was sent to the workhouse. When
she ran away she never came to me, nor did I carry her home. I had no time to go and
see her when she was im the St. Ann’s house of correction, as I am a mule-man on
Culloden, and am constantly employed in carrying grass ; we have at Culloden the whole of
every other Friday, and when the overseer has fish he gives it to us.

Tuurspay, 28 September 1837.

Doctor Robb ; sworn.

lremember Jane Carter; she had a sore on her leg before she went to the workhouse;
the sore was well before she left the hospital. On her return from the workhouse the sore
was again bad. She was in the habit of absconding from the hospital, and always returned
with a bad sore. When she returned from the workhouse I saw her leg; the sore was very
bad; I should say that it was a very foul ulcer. I cannot say that I saw any marks of
flogging on the leg; I should think that the exercise of the treadmill, and the great distance
of the journey to and from St. Ann’s Bay, caused the breaking out again of the ulcer.
The sore was on the inside of the leg, but I cannot say whether that part was touched by
the treadmill. I did not consider, after first seeing her on her return from the workhouse,
that her life was in danger, either from the effects of the sore or from her general appear-
ance ; the sore was healing before her death, and she had no fever. I understand that pre-
viously to her death she was seized with a pain in her stomach, and died before I saw her.
While in the hospital she got every requisite attendance. I understood that she was two
weeks reaching home from the workhouse, but I should not think that so much time would
be necessary for her to walk home in consequence of her ulcerated leg. I cannot say how
often I saw the leg from the time of her return from the workhouse to that of her death.
Her general health, which was never good, did not appear to be giving way since her return
from punishment. I remember Mary Patterson; I heard that she was pregnant the last
time she was sent to the workhouse for punishment, but I knew nothing of it myself, as I
never examined her.
 

Enclosure 16, in No. 50.

Thomas Henry’s Case, of Southfield.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town and St. Ann’s Bay, in the case of an Apprentice Labourer named
Thomas Henry, belonging to Southfield Estate, in the parish of St. Ann.

WEDNEspDay, 27 September 1837.

Thomas Henry, Apprentice to Southfield; sworn.

I know Mary Jane Kidson, and remember when she was sent to the workhouse. She
was ordered by the busha to be locked up; she had a young child with her. One night

she
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she came to me, and asked if she was ever saucy to me. I said, No; I was then a constable.
She said that the book-keeper had told the busha that she was saucy to me. That same
night the book-keeper, Mr. Powell, came, and told me that I must lock her up in the dun-
geon. [ went in search of her, but she could not be found. The next morning she was
found, and put in the dungeon,with her child, until Mr. Rawlinson came; he came the
same day. She was taken before him, and complained against, for bein saucy to Mr.
Powell, the book-keeper. I was carried up at same time, with my hand tied, because I did
not catch her the night before. I was carried from the dungeon, where I had been put in
the morning, and was charged with not finding the girl; and Mr. Rawlinson sentenced me to
be flogged. He rode away; and I was tied to a long ladder, and buckled round the small of
my back with a strap. One of the book-keepers, now living at Lillyfield, whose name is Mr.
John Hunt, first commenced to cat me, and afterwards Mr. Thomas Powell, the other book-
keeper, who now lives as busha at Arbole, catted me; nobody else flogged me. They flogged
me so bad that I must have died but for the Lord’s mercy. Busha stood by laughing the
whole time. After I was flogged,’he allowed me to go to my own house, where I was laid up
three months. The back was dreadfully cut up, and was dressed by my aunt. No doctor
ever saw it, as I was not in the hospital. I was cut from the nape of my neck to the small
of my back. I did not feel the flogging so much on my skin at the time as I did inwards,
Every stroke appeared to cut me to the heart. I could scarce blow afterwards. It seemed
to me as if my heart had swelled. I could not eat; I had a constant thirst upon me, and
was always drinking water. WhenI recovered, I was sent to mind cattle, and sent to work
in the first gang. On Thursday night we were kept working in the field until the stars
came out, and covered the sky; this was about seven weeks after Christmas. I complained
to Mr. Powell, and we were drawn off. The same night I went to Mr. Sowley, the special
magistrate at Laughlands, about three miles from the property, and asked him if it was
lawful to work us so late. He said he would be on the property next week, and settle it.
The next morning, the book-keeper, Mr. Powell, who knew that I had gone to Laughlands,
to Mr. Sowley, told the overseer thatI had come home. The busha, Mr. Higginbottom,
then sent to call me to the yard. He opened the store door, and gave James Bennett a new
rope to tie me well. I was tied, as I thought, to be carried to Mr. Sowley; but when they
told me that they were carrying me to Mr. Rawlinson, at Brown’s Town, I said I would not
go there, as I knew what they would do with me. Upon this, they opened the curing-house
door, took out a piece of board about four feet long, and then James Bennett Ewan, James
M‘Clean Piper, and Hamilton Piper, with Mr. Powell, tied me upon a piece of board, to
carry me upon the heads of two men to Brown’s Town. Mr. Powell pressed on my stomach
with his knee, while the apprentices tied me. At last, the busha’s housekeeper, Mary
Scarlett, told Mr. Higginbottom that it was a shame to tie a live man upon a piece of board
to carry before a magistrate; that his character would be injured by it. The busha then
released me. I then went to my work. The book-keeper, Mr. Powell, came to me, and
said that he was sorry they had let me go. I said to him, “ Why de you pick after me so,
massa.” He replied, “1 will never stop until I get you punished again.” I went again to
Mr. Sowley; but as he did not give me any satisfaction, I went to Spanish Town, to see
Lord Sligo, the Governor. I did not see him, as he was at Highgate, and I returned home.
I went to my work, and paid up my time for the days I had lost. [had beena constable.
The magistrate never took my constable’s paper from me, but the overseer broke me

imself,

Tavurspay, 28 September 1837.

Mr. John Hunt, Book-keeper on Southfield and Lillyfield ; sworn.

At the time of the flogging of Thomas Henry, Mr. Higginbottom called me out. I was
then sickly. He asked me if I could flog the man. 1 knew nothing of the trial or the sen-
tence. On being asked the question, Tsaid I did not know, as I was sickly. I cannot
temember the number of lashesI gave, but I gave the number that I wasordered, and the
other book-keeper, Mr. Powell, gave the rest. We flogged Thomas Henry with a cat.
I think I must have given him about 15 lashes, but I cannot swear to the exact number. I
was ordered to give him a certain number, and when [ did so, I was drawn off. I did not
count the lashes myself; a person who was by counted them. I did ‘not count the number
of lashes that Mr. Powell gave. I cannot say what particular time it was, but | think it
must have been about September 1835. ‘Thomas Henry was strapped to a ladder in the
way he described. His back was cut, but not in a worse way than other people’s backs
Were cut who used to be flogged. 1 do not know anything about his being tied down or
the board. I was not there at the time. I have heard, in this parish, about book-keepers
flogging people who were sentenced by the special magistrate, but I never saw it. I have
heard that Mr. Powell has flogged other people. The special magistrate was on the property
the same day of the trial, but went away before the flogging took place.

William Leach, a Constable and Mason on Southfield ; sworn.

I was present when Thomas Henry was flogged. Busha sent him under my charge to be
locked up; the next day he was flogged by order of the magistrate. I was not present
When he was tried 3 he was tied toa ladder, strapped round the back, and flogged. Mr.
Powell and Mr. Hunt flogged him. It was intended that both of them should flog him.
Mr. Hunt flogged him first, but he was sick and could not flog as hard as Mr. Powell, who
finished the flogging. Thomas Henry cried and bawled a great deal while they were
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flogging him; he complained that the strap round his back was too tight, and when he did
so I went and loosed it four holes; his back was very badly cut up. Mr. Hunt flogged
hard, so did Mr. Powell; Mr. Powell laid it on harder than Mr. Hunt, as he was not sickly,
Thomas Henry was flogged as high as the shoulder; he was not so much cut up by Mr.
Hunt’s flogging as he was by that which he got from Mr. Powell, who was a strong young
man, and appeared to hit as hard as his strength would allow him. Themagistrate went
away and did not witness the flogging. After he went away the police came; they were
sent by him to lay the flogging on. ThomasHenry had received the punishment about 20
minutes before they came. It was Mr. Higginbottom who ordered me to bring ‘Thomas
Henry out, but I don’t know who gave orders for the book-keepers to flog. I understood
that they flogged him because the police did not come in time. The police did not see the
flogging: 1 have seen the police flog people ; one flogs first and the other flogs after; one
gives one half and the other gives the balance. The police flogged as hard as the book-
keepers, and they flogged with all their strength. After the flogging Thomas Henry went
back to Southfield. {don’t think that the flogging was so bad as to be likely to cause
his death. The busha sat down at the porch while he was getting the punishment and
counted the lashes, but I did not see him laugh. I don’t thik that Thomas Henry was
laid up more than two weeks. During the flogging the blood streamed down his ‘back.
I remember when Thomas Henry went to Laughlands to see Mr. Sowley, the special magis-
trate. I was in the field with him that evening until the stars appeared. Henry said to
Mr. Powell, “ It is time to draw off the negroes,” and Mr. Powell said “ Yes.” ‘After the
Negroes had drawn off, Thomas Henry told me that he was going to the special magistrate,
I went to the busha to get orders, and he asked me for Thomas Henry. I told him where
he had gone to. I received my orders and went away. ‘The next morning Thomas Hen
tumed out to work at the same time as the other negroes, Mr. Powell was in the field
and called the list. He asked Thomas Henry where a woman was yesterday evening
named Charlotte Small. Henry replied, “ There she is, she will answer for herself;” he did
not say this in an insulting manner. Mr. Powell turned to me and said, “Do you hear
what he says?” I replied “ Yes,” and repeated the words. Mr. Powell then left the field
and went up to the overseer’s house to breakfast. After breakfast busha sent to me to send
Thomas Henry to the yard. I sent him, but what they did with him I cannot say. I was
not present at anything they did.

Note.—On reference to the return of the special magistrate, it appeared that in his
sentence in the case above alluded to Thomas Henry was ordered to receive 39 lashes.

Hamilton Piper,a Carpenter on Southfield; sworn.

I remember when Thomas Henry was flogged at Lillyfield ; I wasnot there. I remember
when he was ordered to go to Brown’s Town to be tried before the special magistrate; he
would not go. Busha then called myself and James M‘Lean Piper and James Bennett
Ewan, and desired us to take him to Brown’s Town. Thomas Henry said that he would
not go. Busha then told Mr. Powell to get a piece of board ; a piece was brought out, and
we were desired to lash Henry upon it. ‘We lashed him because we thought we had a right
to obey busha’s orders. Thomas Henry struggled a great deal, and we could not manage
him. “Mr. Powell then clapped his knee on his breast to keep him down, while we tied
him. He was not tied. very well. Mr. Powell knelt on him with one knee on his breast;
he knelt on him with all his might. Thomas Henry was laid flat on the board, and lashed
from his shoulders to his feet ; he was lashed round and round in the same manner as we
lash hogs. When we lashed him, he called out and said he would walk. I went to busha
and told him that Henry said he would walk if he would give him something to eat. Busha
called out, “Go away, Sir, and carry him to Brown’s Town.” Busha then came out, and
James Ewan and myself begged quite hard for him. We told him that it would look very
shameful if he made us carry a live man lashed that way to Brown’s Town. He said,
“As you have begged so hard, if Mr. Powell will pardon him | have no objection.” Mr.
Powell said, “ Yes,” he would pardon him. He was then let off and sent to his work ; had
we not begged he would have been sent lashed on the board, if we had been able to manage
him. Thomas Henry, when ordered to go to Brown’s Town, said that he would willingly
go to Mr. Sowley to be tried, but he did not want to be tried by Mr. Rawlinson. I can’t
tell whether Mary Scarlett begged for him or not. After Thomas Henry was let go he went
to his work. He complained afterwards of a pain in his stomach, caused by the weight of
Mr. Powell when he kneeled upon him. I did not see Thomas Henry’s back after his
flogging at Lillyfield. I saw him about two weeks after; he looked sick enough,but I
can’t remember how long he was laid up. I know that Thomas Henry went to the
governor, but I don’t know whether he paid back any days.

Mr. Thomas Powell, formerly a Book-keeper on Southfield and Lillyfieid, now Overseer
on Arbole; sworn,

I remember one evening the people were kept in the field, but not until six o'clock.
Thomas Henry made a great noise, and said he would go to Mr. Sowley. I mentioned this

to Mr. Higginbottom the overseer, as I thought it my duty todo so. On the next morning

I went to the field and asked Thomas Henry why Charlotte Small Davis had been absent

the evening before; I asked where she was; he gave me a very impertinent answer, saying

“You know very well where she was, don’t come and trouble me ;” or words to that elfect.

I mentione
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I mentioned this to Mr. Higginbottom at breakfast time, and he sent for him. Myr. Sowley
happened to be very sick at the time, and Mr. Higginbottom said “Carry him to Mr.
Rawlinson.” He would not go, and when we found that, Mr. Higginbottom, of course,
said that he should go. A piece of board was brought out, but he was not tied, he was
merely laid on it, and had the rope on one foot. James Bennett Ewan, Hamilton Piper, and
James M‘Lean Piper were all there; the board was brought out for the purpose of laying
him on it; he refused to go and struggled very violently, and in the act of falling, he col-
Jared me and carried me down with him; I put my knee on his breast to extricate myself
from him, as he struggled very violently; ropes were got out to tie him, and I was about
tying him while the apprentices held him; but he begged very hard, the apprentices begged
for him, and Miss Scarlett, I believe, begged for him. The overseer said that if I was satis-
fied, he would let him off. I won’t be certain whether Leach was in the field when
Thomas Henry complained of being worked too late in the evening; it was in the commence-
ment of the short days, and the evening star was out, but no other. It was never suggested
that the police should be sent for when he resisted going to Brown’s Town. I remember
the punishment received by Thomas Henry ; I don’t remember the offence for which he was
brought up, but I know that Mary Jane Kidson and himself are among the worst people on
the property. I often complained of them to the overseer, and was present when they were
tried. I can’t remember whether I was called upon to give evidence; I was always called
up to give evidence on cases brought before the magistrate, but I don’t remember being
called upon in this case. I have catted several people; I have catted about three per-
sons by order of Dr. Thompson, the late special magistrate; he was in the house when I
catted them. Ithink that Thomas Henry was the last I catted. 1 don’t know that the
constables were ever ordered to flog people, and refused; they used to flog the people, but
in such a way that they did not care about the punishment; when they flogged, it could
not be called punishment. I do not remember any other case than that of Thomas Henry’s
where two book-keepers were employed in catting one man. I know that I counted the
lashes, but I don’t remember how many I gave. 1 am certain that Thomas Henry did not
get more lashes than were ordered; but I don’t know whether the doctor-man saw him
after the flogging. I repeat that I don’t know any other instance of two young men being
employed inflogging one man; I do not know why such were the orders on the present
occasion. It was the overseer, and not the magistrate, who ordered Mr. Hunt and myself to
flog Thomas Henry. I am not positive, but 1 don’t think that he was laid up more than
two weeks after the catting. Mr. Rawlinson said that the police were to flog Thomas
Henry ; they came about a half hour after the flogging; the flogging took place at two
o'clock, and was before dinner. The overseer said, by not seeing the police come early, that
it was his opinion they were not at Knapdale, and that sooner than keep the peoplelocked
up, the book-keepers should go on with the flogging. Dr. Thompson was the only spe-
cial magistrate who directed such a proceeding as that of making book-keepers flog the
apprentices; I never knew the book-keepers to cat apprentices on any other property. I
never saw the police cat any body on Southfield or Lillyfield. Mr. Higginbottom is no ad-
vocate for catting if he can possibly avoid it. I do not know whether Ann M‘Clay was
pregnant when she was sent to the workhouse; indeed I knew but little of the Lillyfield
people at that time. I never saw any allowance made for pickaninny mothers who were
picking pimento; they can very well pick pimento and suckle their children. The task-
work is about a half barrel each of pimento per day. There was always an allowance made
to the Southfield people when they were cleaning pastures ar Lillyfield, particularly on
Mondays, as they had to walk from one property to the other; when this was the case they
remained at Lillyfield until the week’s work was finished. After the time when the attempt
was made to tie Thomas Henry, he ran away, and gave himself up some time afterwards ;
he paid back his days; he was suspected of being of great injury to the property during his
aksence. It was reported by William James, the head cattle-man, that Thomas Henry
drove the cattle out of the pens into the fields of young cane-plants, which were totally de-
stroyed ; these two fields consisted of 17 acres.

The Court.—Mr. Powell, you are a young man and an overseer, but we must suggest to
you that if you had refused to obey Mr. Higginbottom’s orders to flog Thomas Henry it
would have been creditable to you, and you would perhaps have got on better for it; you
should not have made a common executioner of yourself.
_ Mr. Powell —I do not regret what I did; I am not glad of it, but I am not sorry about
it. By pleasing Mr. Higginbottom I am now an overseer through his interest. The man
was insolent to me, and did everything to induce me to strike him, by which means I
might have been subject to a penalty of five pounds; [ was therefore not sorry to inflict the
Punishment, although I did not do so from any ill will; I only obeyed my overseer’s
orders,

Fripay, 29 September 1837.

William James, Cattleman and Apprentice to Southfield and Lillyfield ; sworn.

I do not know anything about the cattle breaking out of one of the pens, and eating down
canes about two years ago, The first person I heard it from was the busha, who said to me,

“ William James, some good friend has let the cattle out of the pen, and they have eat down
the young canes at the Cashaw-tree cane-piece.” I replied, “1 don’t think it;” I said, “I
don’t think anybody could have done so.” Nothing else passed between us. Thomas

enry, the constable, had run away that time. Busha might have it to say that it was him
who let the cattle out ; but I could not believe it. I know nothing of it.

184, John
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John Higginbottom, Esq. of Chesterfield, in St. Ann’s; sworn.

Icannot exactly state the time, but shortly after Thomas Henry was punished, he came to
me, requesting me to intercede with overseer for him; he said that he had been severely
punished, and broken as a constable, and that if I would beg for him and get him rein-
stated his overseer should have no cause to complain; he said, he knew that he had done
wrong, and was sorry for it. I examined his back, and did not at that time consider from
the mark which appeared that he had received a severe flogging. _

In reply to a question from the Court, Mr. Higginbottom said, “Tt has never come
within my knowledge that book-keepers have been employed to carry into effect the sentence
of the special magistrate, and I should consider it highly improper to employ the accuser to
flog a delinquent.”

Note.—Previously to the reception of Mr. Higginbottom’s evidence, the whole of Thomas
Henry’s case, as taken at Brown’s Town, was read, and Mr. George Higginbottom, the over-
seer at Southfield at the time of the occurrence, having been present, was asked whether he
was desirous of offering any evidence in rebutter. He informed the Court, through John
Higginbottom, Esq., his brother, that he declined doing so.

 

Enclosure 17, in No. 50.

Sunpry Compxaints on Dunbarton Estate, St. Ann.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of Sz. Ann, respecting the Complaint of sundry
Apprentices on Dunbarton Estate.

Saturpay, 30 September 1837.

Adolphus Redwar, Constable on Dunbarton; sworn.

I xNow a boy belonging to Dunbarton, named George Lewis ; he was once caught steal-
ing corn; he was taken before the magistrate when he came to the estate, who sentenced
him to receive 20 lashes. Alexander Lynch was ordered to flog him; I remember his being
flogged by old Alexander Lynch, his father, by order of the busha; he was flogged twice;
one time he was held out to be flogged; the next time he was tied to a cart-wheel. He
was caught by busha the second time with a load of canes which he had stolen; the first
time he was sent by busha to his father to have him corrected; the second time he received
a regular flogging : he was flogged close to the boiling-house, tied to a cart-wheel.

George Lewis, an apprentice to Dunbarton Estate, apparently about 18 years old; sworn.

I was flogged twice by my father, with the cat; once he laid me down, and the next time
I was tied toa cart-wheel. Busha sent up to the house for the cat; it was not knotted; but
directly as it was brought down busha knotted it himself, and gave it to my father to
flog me.

Old Alexander Lynch, an Apprentice to Dunbarton; sworn.

George Lewis is my son; he pulled cocoa-nuts out of busha’s own settlement, and busha
asked me what I was going to do with him; 1 told him, that whenever he committed a
fault, I always corrected him myself, but that I was tired of doing so; I said, that busha
must let him pay back a Saturday for the cocoa-nuts ; lie said, that he did not want that,
I must correct him myself. One day I was working at the Lime Wall ; busha asked me,
if 1 had corrected that boy yet; I said, no, I was waiting to see if he would commit another
fault. I was one day in the boiling-house, potting sugar; George Lewis was sent to cut
bread-nuts, but went and cut canes in the cane-piece, as 1 was told; busha and him came
along to the boiling-house; busha called me to him, and said, “I told you to correct
this fellow; have you done it?” I said, I was waiting for him to commit a new fault; busha
sent to the great house for the cat, and it was brought; he put it on the barrel; when I
asked the book-keeper and constable who was to correct the boy, they said, “It is you.” I
took the cat, and told one of the boys to bring me a piece of rope to tie him, as I could not
flog him without tying ; the rope came, and | was going to tie him where we load sugar,
when busha said, “ Not there, carry him to the cart.” I carried him, and tied him to the
wheel, with the assistance of the driver, as I did not know how to tie him good; I then
began to flog him; busha was close by; I did not count the lashes, but after I gave him a
good many, busha said, “That is plenty, but you have not cut him ;” I replied, “I have
not got a knife to cut him.” I then threw down the whip, and would not remain until he
was loosed, as | could not bear it; I never catted him before, but switched him for stealing
canes. The reason 1 catted him was, because busha would have been vexed with me if
had not done it; I felt very sorry after doing it; I flogged him because I told busha I
would correct him if he committed another fault; he did so two or three times, and I did
not flog him, and busha told me, if I did not do it he would know what to do with him;
soIwas obliged to flog him; busha knotted the cat whenI was going to flog him; as
busha stood by when I was flogging him, I thought that he was taking everything to him-
self; had he sent the boy to me, in my own yard, I would have corrected him myself,and

then
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then it would have been my doing. Busha always gives mea little feeding when I go and
ask for it; he is cruel sometimes, when he can’t get his work done; but when he gets over
his passion heis kind ; the boy is a very lazy boy.

Humphrey Newell, an Apprentice to Dunbarton; sworn.

I saw the punishment of George Lewis; it was given with a cat. The ,back was wealed,
but the skin was not broken. He got 40 lashes; he was flogged for stealing canes; he
stole as much as he could eat through the day. I have been flogged myself by Mr. Mallett;
he sent me to his property to repair a butt. The mill was about at Dunbarton in the mean-
time; and when I went home, it was about two days, and there was no hogsheads to pot
sugar. One cooper was left at Dunbarton, and another and myself were at Mr. Mallett’s
own place. When I returned to Dunbarton, busha quarrelled with me for the want of
casks, and I asked how I could be accountable for work done at Dunbarton, when I was at
his place at work ; that I called that imposing upon me. He then came and flogged me on
my bare back with a supple-jack, andI felt very sick the next day; this was before last
Christmas. I did not go to the special magistrate, but I told Mr. Hamilton Brown, the attorney,
and he gave me neither advice nor satisfaction. When I saw the magistrate, I merely told
him that I had quarrelled with the busha. I did not take him to the magistrate, because I
knew that he was in a passion; he did not make any apology for what he did, but I thought
he would have made some little present to me; he has been in a passion with me since
then, and has treated me much worse, but I have never been put since to work in
the field.

The Court.—The reason why your overseer treated you worse was because he had done
you at injustice, and had not made you any amends. Had he made you amends, perhaps
he would have treated you better; but it is quite in human nature to do a man wrong, and
hate him afterwards.

Henry Lynch, Head-mason on Dunbarton Estate ; sworn.

On Monday morning I saw the mother of Francis Bell; I asked the old woman what
blood was that she had on her Osnaburg frock ; she said that busha had been beating
Francis with a supple-jack, and that she had gone to Mr. Rawlinson, but he was not at
home. I asked the boy how many licks he had received, and he told me that busha first
struck him with his fist about his neck, and then took a supple-jack, which was split at the
end, and bound round with a wire, and beat him over his head with it, when the blood came
through his nose. I saw the flogging of George Lewis, butI was not near; I am told that
he got 40 lashes; the back was not much cut, but it was wealed. The busha is very kind
to the free children, and never takes any days from their mothers for the time they lose in
attending them when sick. I never heard that busha ever tried to frighten any person, so as
to prevent them from coming here to complain; I don’t think that he would do such a
thing. My wife is a free woman, and allowed to live on the property; Mr. Mallett often
gives her sugar, and is very kind to my child, and all the children. Besides the customary
allowances on the estate, I often get rum, sugar, and many other things, particularly when
Thang the coppers; he is very liberal to me then, because he considers my doing so a
saving to the estate, as it prevents him from hiring a white person to do it.

The Court.—We feel particularly pleased, Mr. Mallett, at the admission we have heard of
your kind treatment to the children, and we cannot do otherwise than acknowledge that
your conduct in this respect, as well as your conduct and candour in court during the whole
of this investigation, are extremely satisfactory to us and creditable to yourself.
Mr, Mallett said that he did not count the number of lashes that George Lewis received;

but thinks that he told the father when to leave off. ‘I remember,” said Mr. Mallett,
“having struck the boy Francis on one occasion when he was exceedingly insolent; I
struck him over the head with a supple-jack which was split at the end; and in doing so
he received a cut over the brow; but I deny that blood came through his nose, or that the
supple-jack was bound with wire. Blood came from the place over the brow which
received the cut, and I must confess that I was much alarmed at it. I expressed my sor-
Tow at the time, and I do so now; I was overcome by my temper. I have not struck
any person with a supple-jack since, and I hope that I shall never do so again.”

Monpay, 2 October 1837.

Mr. John Mallett, Overseer on Dunbarton Estate; sworn.

There was a disappointment arose in getting hogshead staves at the commencement of the
last crop, and for one or two days the cooper was idle, when I told Humphrey Newell, as
he had refused my hire in his own time, and was now idle, to go to my own place and repair
my water butt, as the Dunbarton Negroes had water from it when working on that side of
the estate which is near to it; he went, and instead of stopping the leaks, he took the butt
to pieces, cut the bottom, and could not or would not put it together; so the butt was
Spoiled;he was very insolent, and was so, as I suppose, to provoke me to lift my hand, that
he might have something against me, as I had been obliged to break him as head cooper,
for his bad conduct and drunkenness, arising from my indulgences towards him. When I
took George Lewis to his father, and told him that I had caught him stealing again, that
e had not noticed any of my former complaints, and that if he did not correct him now, I
164, . would
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would take him to the special magistrate; he said, unhesitatingly, “ Busha, leave him to
me, and I will punish him.” The cat he was punished with had never before been knotted

at the ends, which were not whipcord but very soft stuff; Alic. Lynch was perfectly satis.
fied at the time, and would never have complained now, had he not been urged on by others
to do so. The cat, I believe, was never used before, although upwards of two years on the
property, nor were there but two people catted on the estate, and but on two occasions, some
of them at Brown’s Town, since the Ist August 1834. Independent of my own wishes,
I was desired by my employers never to take the people before a magistrate, unless it could
not be avoided ; from their extreme indolence I might have had grounds for weekly com.
laints; sometimes six months have elapsed at a time without my making a complaint;

Phave given the people this year 15 barrels of herrings, a puncheon each of oatmeal andrice ;
andI lately got, at my solicitation to Mr. Hamilton Brown, four barrels of flour and 26 bags
of rice, a part of which has been already given to them; [ have distributed in cash since the
Ist August 1834, 2781. 9s. 7d. to the people for hire in their own time. Igive to children and
their mothers about a hogshead ofsugar annually, with liberal allowances to the head people of
salt-fish, &c. &c. at Christmas. I have recommended education to the young, at the request
of the proprietors ; the children were formerly taught to repeat the Church Catechism, and
latterly they have bad an opportunity of learning to read gratuitously at a school on one of
my own properties, kept by the Rev. Mr. Alloway, of the London Missionary Society, and, as.
far as example goes, they may see me there at Divine service every Sabbath. Still they are not
a truth-telling people; as, for instance, the falsehoods in the evidence shows, as well as the
exaggerations made and the truths kept back by Henry Lynch. I have erected several new
houses and repaired others for the people, in doing which the tradesmen are at present em-
ployed. Iwas not aware of the charges of ill using the boy Francis, or I could have all,
except what I candidly admitted; that affair occurred more than two years ago, and was
settled at the time by Mr. Turner. The dungeon on Dunbarton is dry, clean, and com-

fortable, and I do not think that there is a better anywhere; it is built on the Government
plan.

Mr. John M‘Dermott, Overseer at present on Hopewell Pen, and formerly a Book-keeper
for three or four years under Mr. Mallett.

I was head-booker on Dunbarton for some years before and since the abolition of
slavery. I always considered Mr. Mallett a humane man; when I heard of the charges
brought by the Dunbarton negroes against the overseer, Mr. Mallett, I remarked that I con-
sidered it of little matter, as they had acted in that way to him in consequence of the very
humane manner in which they had been treated. I have no hesitation in saying, on my oath,
that I would not believe the oath of any negro on Dunbarton estate.

Note.—The annexed affidavit was forwarded to the Commissioners by Mr. Mallett
during their stay at Falmouth.

Jamaica, ss..1, John Moore, book-keeper on Dunbarton estate, in the parish and island
St. Ann. Jaforesaid, do swear, that about the beginning of June last, one morning before

breakfast, the overseer, Mr. Mallett, brought a boy named George Lewis, to his father,.
Alexander Lynch, then at work in the boiling-house, and stated, in my presence, that he
had caught him stealing again, and the last time he complained to his father no notice was
taken of it; that if his father did not correct the boy then, he would have him taken before a
special magistrate, whereupon the father unhesitatingly said, “ Busha, leave him to me, and
T will punish him ;” the punishment took place by the father’s own hands; Mr. Mallett
scarcely ever interfered or even spoke, that I heard; but the opinion I had at the time was,
that he had better not have been present, and I am pretty sure had he gone away after the
father spoke as above, no blame would ever have attached to him, for the father at the
time never said the punishment was wrong. I was not questioned respecting the foregoing
when before the late Court of Inquiry at Brown’s Town, or would have given similar testi-
mony as this, and which is the same as that already given on oath in July, for the satisfac-
tion of his Excellency the Governor.

So help me God.
(signed) John Moore.

Sworn to before me this 14th day of October 1837. .
(signed) Edward Tucker.
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Caszs of Old George, of Southampton, and Robert Ferguson.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town respecting the death of an old Watchman belonging to
Southampton Pen, in the Parish of St. Ann.

Tuurspay, 21 September 1837.
Mr. Charles Strachan, proprietor of Southampton; sworn.

I Knew old George, the watchman ; I don’t think that I have seen him a half dozen times
I purchased Southampton, but only went to live there in April last; I purchased it in November?

ani
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and visited it occasionally; it was only in April that I took up my residence there. Old
George was quite aged and weak ; he was a watchman to the property, and must have been
between 70 and 80 years of age; he lived in his hut not far from the house, near the gate.
I do not know by what means he was supported; I don’t know whether he had any chil-
dren on the property; [ made no memorandum of his death ; 1 can’t remember what time it
was; I never heard that he was ill till I was informed of his death; I then gave some
clothes to bury him in; I don’t know whether any medical gentleman saw him; no inquest
was held on the body; on one occasion he came to the house, and I gave him some rum;
but I was not in the habit of feeding him.

Robert Grant, an Apprentice on Southampton; sworn.

I remember when old George died at Southampton; he died about two months ago in the
‘prentice yard ; he lived ina hut,by the road side, near the gate, about a quarter of a mile
from the ’prentice yard ; he was moved to the yard before the breath was out of his body;
he was dying when he was carried up; he died about a half an hour after his removal; he
was not a sickly man, but he was very old; up to the last he was able to feed himself from
his provision ground; but for the two months before his death he was not able to go there
from weakness, nor was he able to do anything for himself; he was not assisted at all by the
people from the house, but when the apprentices saw him getting so weak, some would
earry him a cocoa and plantain, or anything to help him out; although so weak,I don’t
think he would have died so soon if he had been better fed and cared for; he was never in
the hospital; I don’t know whether the doctor ever saw him; he lived ina very bad hut;
the rain could come in both from the top and sides ; sometimes the old man would be per-
haps two days without receiving anything to eat; the apprentices did not visit him regularly.
One day a man by the name of Johnson was passing by and saw the old man laying about
quite sick, and not able to move; he told us, and I then called a few people, and went
own and removed him to the ’prentice yard; he died about a half hour after he was

taken up; at the time of his death his feet were quite sore from chegoes, and from being
burnt by being too near the fire ; no inquest was held on the body, nor did any doctor see
it; I told master of the old man’s death, but he did not see him.

Francis Johnson, a free man, formerly an Apprentice of Southampton; sworn.
I saw old George about the 5th May; I saw him on the evening of his death; he

was laying down with his feet in the ashes, where he used to make his fire ; the ashes were
cold; he was scarcely covered, having on nothing but a few pieces of pennistones round his
waist; his feet were filled with maggots; I told Robert Grant the state he was in, and he
went with some men and removedhim to the ’prentice yard, where he died about a half
hour afterwards. Mr. Strachan told me to make a coftin, and said that he would have
given him some clothes had he lived, “‘ but that he must now get some when he gets over the
tiver Jordan.” No doctor, to my knowledge, ever visited him, nor do I know whether my
master gave him any feeding. The hut he lived in was in a very bad state indeed ; I can’t
say anything as to the feeding he got; the hut he lived in was not in a state to keep out the
water when it rained ; the thatch was all broken; there was only one apartment in it.

William Newby, a Watchman to Alexandria Estate, not sworn, as he did not appear to have
any knowledge of Christianity: he said that he had been christened by the Rev. Mr.
Lipscombe, who, however, did not give him any instruction, in consequence of his being a
Guinea Negro.
I knew old George, and I used to carry wood and water for him. When he was getting

very low I told Massa Strachan and his lady about it, and said to them that they must give
him some physic; I did not see Mr. Strachan send him either any victuals or physic. The
next time, saw the old man getting quite low; he could not raise himself; and [ went again
to the house, and told them how bad he was, and I told the people at the Negro houses;
before I came back again from the house he was dead. If even he had anything to eat,
unless he got somebody to cook it for him, it was of no use, as he could not cook it himself;
L used to go to the Negro houses and get something for him, and cook it myself, and then he
used to eat it well. Hungry belly for one helped to kill him, as he could not get anything
to eat up to the last, and could not help himself; [ never saw any doctor call to see him;
his hut was bad; one side was good, and one side was bad, and when the rain came it used
to catch him. All his feet were burnt up with the fire ; they were all blistered up; I did
not see any chegoes or maggots in the foot; he had scarcely any clothes on; he had only
one broken frock on.

TuEspay, 26 September 1837.

Mr. John Cover,a Master Carpenter; sworn.
I knew old George upwards of 16 years; I should think that he was from 85 to 90 years

of age at the time of his death; he was ina bad state for the last 15 months; I saw him
about a half hour before his death; he was in a very miserable situation; I had seen him
about two or three days before that; he was completely deaf, and could not see at any dis-
tance; I asked him how he was; he replied, that he was quite bad. As 1 saw nothing in
the hut for him to eat, 1 went home and returned with a few cocoas, herrings, and a little
Sugar and water. A boy from the farm was passing, and I got him to peel the cocoas and
boil them for the old man. At the time of my return I found that somebody had been with
him during my absence, and had left the cocoas for him; but he was so enfeebled that he
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could not have dressed them himself; he was in the same state for a week previously. |
went to Brown’s Town, and returned again in the evening; he was sleeping ; he had some
of the food by him, which he had left. When I was returning from Brown’s Town I asked
the watchman at Alexandria how he was; he replied, “ He is quite low, massa.” He then
went to the hut with me, held my horse and Mr. Burford’s, who was with me, and I went
into the hut to see him; he was laying on his back, with his legs contracted, and appeared
very low; I spoke to him, but he did not seem to hear me; [ went out, and told the watch-
man that he had better go and tell Mr. Strachan, or somebody on the property, the state the
old man was in; I then went home, and the next morning I heard of his death; I did not
observe any maggots about his legs; when I saw him it was about sun-down, and I did not
look particularly at them. About 15 months ago he received a chop on his hand fioma
person at Southampton, as | have heard; and information was given to me by my own
watchman of the state he was in. Mrs. Cover and myself went to see him, and, ou our
return home, Mrs. Cover boiled a poultice for him, which was sent by one of our servants,
and we sent him something to eat for eight or nine days; at all events, until he was out of
danger. He was in a dreadful condition, and I consider that he has been falling off ever
since. Before he received that wound he used to work his ground, but he has not been
able to do so since. The hut he lived in has been a very good one; I have not examined
it so particularly as to be able to say whether the rain could get in or not. I should think
that I must have observed it had his legs and feet been burnt by the fire; I understand that
he has had osnaburgh this year, but that it was not made up. After his death a boy came
to me and stated, that no assistance could be procured; and Mrs. Cover made a shroud
and cap, and sent them for him. Previously to his receiving the cut on his hand he was a
very healthy man for his age. He could not have been in want of food for a week previously
to his death. Knowing his habits, I think that he would have preferred remaining in his hut
than going to the hospital. Had he belonged to me, although I do not consider that any
attention could have kept him alive much longer, I should have taken him to my house, and
had proper attention paid to him; and, in fact, I would have done so at the time he was so
bad had Mr. Strachan, his master, not been at Southampton himself. The servant who
dressed his arm is named Lucinda, and she stated to me that, on dressing it, she found
maggots inside; she dressed the arm after he had received the wound some days; it had
not been dressed before then. The watchman at Alexandria was very attentive to the old
man.

The Court.—Mr. Cover, we cannot allow this opportunity to escape without assuring you
how pleased we are with your conduct towards the unfortunate old man, about whom you
have just given your evidence. Your kind attention and humanity entitle you to the respect
of every man of feeling.

Miss Ann Dodd, an inmate of Southampton House; sworn.

I knew old George; I had been at Trelawny, and did not see him for a week before his
death; when I returned home the doctor-woman came up to me on the Tuesday morning
before his death, which happened on Friday, and said that Old George was quite sick; [
replied, “ I hope you have not allowed him to want for water ;” I then gave her a pint each
of corn-flour, sugar, and rum to take to him; I told her that as Mr. Strachan was sick at
Beverly, she must take all the care she could of the old man. On Wednesday the doctor-
woman returned, and said she had taken care of him, and that he wanted some soup; [
gave her some meat to assist with some cocoas which Mrs. Cover had sent, and, after boil-
mg the soup, the doctor-woman carried it. Mr. Strachan came home about ten o’clock, and
[told him what I had done; he replied, “That is right; it is what I always tell you to
do to any poor thing.” On Friday morning a man by the name of Gallimore came to say
that George was very poorly; Mr. Strachan asked ifhe had any family on the property; the man
said “ Yes.” Mr, Strachan then said, “ You had better get them to goand take him to their
house.” He went away, and came back in the evening, telling Mr. Strachan that none of the
people would take the man up to their house; I then told him to go to the head constable,
and desire him to get the people to do so. On Saturday morning Gallimore brought news
of the man’s death; Mr, Strachan gave a suit of clothes and a bottle of rum to assist in
burying him; Mr. Strachan stops seldom at Southampton, but goes to Kinloss, and comes
home every two weeks. In his absence the old man used to come and see me at the house,
and | always gave him plenty to eat; when he was going away I would call the cook, and
give him a few herrings, a little rum, andalittle sugar. One day the watchman at Alex-
andria came and said that Mr. Strachan was passing by, and the old man begged him for
something salt, and that Mr. Strachan said I must send something for him ; I gave him a pint
each of rum, sugar and corn-flour, and a half dozen of herrings; I afterwards sent hin
some herrings, a pint of corn-flour, and a pint of sugar, by a little boy, whose name J don’t

know, | The cook can tell that all these were sent some time before old George got sick;
I went one evening myself to see him about a month before his death ; he was then very
lively; J gave him a fivepenny, and, on my return home, sent some rum and water
for him ; the doctor-woman was with him four days before his death; I ordered her to stop
in the hut with him, but she went backwards and forwards.

Mr. Strachan here mentioned that he heard yesterday, from Mr. Cover, that some one
had mentioned to him that the people at Southampton would not have anything to do with
old George, because he would not join the Baptists. This gentleman then made an allusion
to improper advice being given to the apprentices by the ministers of the Baptist church.

he
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The Court.—Mr. Strachan, as you have made an allusion to a very respectable religious
body, we think it our duty to assure you, that if you consult your own interests, you will
encourage your people to attend all places where they can receive religious instruction ; we
would advise you to get rid of your mproper prejudices and learn to think charitably of ail
persons.

Miss Mary Strachan; sworn.

The first week we came from Trelawny papa went on the next Saturday to Beverly. On
that same day the Beverly people came and told me that he was very sick ; during the first
week I was at Southampton I was a stranger and did not know any of the people; the
old man came up to the house; a house servant told me to give him something, as he
belonged to my father. Whenever papa was at home and the old man came up to the
house he always got something. The morning that I speak of, when I saw him at the
house, I gave him a pint of flour, a couple of herrings, and a drink; the next day I went to
Beverly.

Jane Elizabeth Gilchrist, an Apprentice to Southampton ; sworn.

All I know of old George is, that I was passing by the yard and heard him talking to
master, who did not understand him. I told master that he was begging for alittle salt,
and master gave him six herrings, and nothing else. I can’t say what time this was before
his death. I was at Southampton when he died. Two men brought news that he was
dying; but I was not in the house to hear what orders were given, nor do 1 know who
carried the old man from the hut. I was at the house one day with Miss Strachan. George
came up, anid she asked what he wanted. I told her that he belonged to master, who gene-
rally gave him something. I sawa little girl carry some rum and water to him, but I can’t
tell if anything else was given to him. I am one of the Southampton people, and did not
come from Trelawny. Some of the children of old George’s shipmates are on the property,
and I believe that they used to assist him by giving him something to eat. 1amafollower
of the Baptist church, and never heard that old George was neglected by the people because
he was not a Baptist. I am sure that they would not neglect him on that account; for we
are not taught at our places of worship they neglect people because they are not Baptists.

In reply to a question from Mr, Strachan, Jane Gilchrist said, { saw Miss Mar open the
store-door the day that old George came up; but as I rernained in the house, i can’t say
whether she gave him anything ; I did not see it.

Diana Taylor, an Apprentice to Southampton; sworn.
I knew old George, and I have seen him come into the yard sometimes before he got sick ;

and on two occasions mistress gave him some herrings and corn-meal. She gave him corn-meal and herrings the first time, and herrings only the second time. When he was quite
sick he sent up to the yard, and I saw mistress give some sugar and corn-meal for him,
I can’t tell whether she sent any meat; she sent some rum. I don’t know who it was that
removed him from the hut. I had a conversation once with the Alexandria watchman, and
I said to him, “Old man, as I saw you go up to missis, what did she give you for oldGeorge?” He said, “ I bought some flour from her, and I begged her fora little rum forhim, which she gave me.” He said he paid her a fivepenny for the flour, and the rum he
got was about a pint, which he carried down.

Eleanor Angwin, a very o\d woman, an Apprentice on Southampton; sworn.
_I knew old George, and saw him when he was getting quite low. My owner sent me tohim. Isaw him two or three times, and carried water and a little nourishment for him.
He did not stop a week before he died. The nourishment I carried was soup; when I
carried it he drank it. I also carried some corn-meal for him. After drinking the soup, hesaid, “ Tell mistress I thank her ; ifit had not been for this I should have died.” One of hisfeet had sores ; he told me that fire had burnt it. He also said that if mistress did not send
anything, he was sure to get it from Mr. Cover. The hut he lived in was dry, and he laidona mat. He had on an old frock. The people on the property did not have any spiteagainst him. When they were at home he used to come to the Negro houses and begalittlesomething; and they never allowed him to go away without giving, if it was ever so little.

WepneEspay, 27 September 1837.

The Rev. John Hunby, Wesleyan Minister; sworn.
[ passed by on the 29th of April, and I saw the old man named George about a fortnightefore his death 3; he was ina state of complete nakedness, and was worn down to askeleton, He was lying on the ground, and was unable to raise his head, which wasvesting upon a stone. "I asked him what he had to live upon, and how he was supported ?He told me that when able to work he had gone up to the houses, and the mistress hadgiven himalittle water; he did not mention having received anything else. He informedme that the people going by would sometimes give him something; but that lately, inrohsequence of the scarcity o provisions, he had not received anything. I observed a cala-ash, withalittle sugar in it, by his side. As I saw a young man coming by who belonged

© the property, I requested hiin to speak to the master about him. I gave a tenpenny for18 Immediate relief, and left. He was lying outside of the hut when { saw him, and154, appeared
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appeared to be upwards of 70 years of age. His feet appeared in a very bad state, but
I cannot say whether there were any’ sores. The hut did not appear to me to be very much
dilapidated.

Tuurspay, 28 September 1837.

Dr. Wilson ; sworn.

I am practising for Southampton. I have seen an old man, who was living near thegate.
I don’t know his name, nor do I recollect the last time I saw him. He has often asked me
for a fivepenny, but never applied for medical assistance. I observed that he was an old
man, and incapable of doimg any work, I never examined his legs. I generally pass, once
a week, through Southampton-gate, near the hat where the old man lived. On some
properties the rooms are divided in the hospital; I should say in the greater number. On
some estates one room is used in common for men and women. On other properties, again,
the sick people are allowed to go to their own houses. I most willingly attend, in every
respect, to the free children who are brought to me. I never attend expresses from the
overseer for the free children; and I have never been prevented receiving from the property
as much medicine as has been required for the uses of such children; even wine has been
granted for them. This attention is evinced indiscriminately ; but notwithstanding m
readiness to act thus, in some places the mothers will not bring them to me until the last
moment, by which course of conduct a great many deaths occur among the children. In
some cases the overseer expects a return of labour from the mothers who are favoured as I
have described ; but I do not receive any pecuniary compensation whatever for my services,
nor does the property. The births are more numerous now than they used to be before the
apprenticeship, and the mortality less among the adults. I think, however, that fewer
children are reared now, in proportion to the number born, than under the old system.

I never saw but one person who had returned after being sent to the treadmill; she
appeared in perfect health, but went to the hospital for rest, I believe. She asked for physic,
She never complained of her shin being cut. 1 never saw the treadmill at work at St. Ann’s
Bay.
 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, in the case of a blind man, named
Robert Ferguson, an Apprentice to Mr. Charles Strachan, of Southampton.

Tuunrspay, 21 September 1837.

Mr. Charles Strachan, Proprietor of Southampton ; sworn.

I have a blind man on Southampton, named Robert Ferguson; he is apparently blind,
but he walks about considerable distances from home without any guide. A few days ago
he came up to the house after I had broken in corn, and I gave him some. He hasa
ground, but I don’t know whether he is able to cultivate it; his strength is sufficient, but I
do not know whether he can see well enough to work it. I have 45 people on the property,
but I never inquire about their grounds. I have often met Robert Ferguson walking about
the pastures very cleanly dressed. i don’t recollect that he ever made any application to
me for support. I understand that he went, some time ago, to complain to the Governor, but
I do not know what he complained about. The special magistrate of the district, Captain
T. A. Dillon, never spoke to me about him. There is a very good hospital at Southampton,
but it has only one room in it; men and women are put in together, and it is sometimes
locked up during the day, but not often. I was thinking of dividing the place by putting a
partition up.

The Court.—We recommend you to do so immediately, for it is our opinion that the in-
discriminate mixing of the sexes is extremely improper. The female apprentices are now
aware of that decency of conduct which they ought to preserve in their characters as
wives.

Saturpay, 22 September 1837.

Robert Ferguson, apparently about 40 years of age; a blind man, and an Apprentice on
Southampton; sworn.

I have been blind more than 12 years; my late master, Mr. Angwin, used sometimes to
give me food, and gave me my mother to take care of me; Mr. Strachan never gives mea bit
of anything except six canes last Friday. Mr. Parry bought Southampton since the appren-
ticeship, and he took away my mother, and gave me nothing to eat. Mr. Strachan has had
Southampton about 10 months ; I have often asked him for food both at breakfast and din-
ner time, but he always tells me that he has nothing to give; I sit by the road side, and when
any of my Christian family give me anything I stop there, but when they don’t I go else-
where; in fact, gentlemen, 1 am a beggar. When this new Governor came round some
time ago to review the St. Ann’s militia, he stopped at Greenwich Park, and I went there
to tell my case, and complain to him ; I know his name very well, his name is Sir Lionel
Smith. The Governor asked who my master was, and whether I had ever been to a magis-
trate? I told him that [ had been to Captain T. A. Dillon, who asked me what I wanted,
andwhether I wanted him to help me; that I told Captain Dillon, ‘‘ No, I come to you to
do justice, and you ought to do justice to the poor as well as to the rich ;” that Captain
Dillon then said, “ he would see Mr, Strachan, and speak to him.” I then told Governor

tha
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that after Captain Dillon said he would see Mr. Strachan, and I never heard anything more
about it; that 1 was obliged to come and appeal to massa Governor himself (this was in
the last week of April). Sir Lionel Smith then said, “ What’s your name?” I said Robert
Ferguson. The Governor then called to Mr. Parke, the custos and the master of Green-
wich Park, and said, “‘ Mr. Parke, set down Robert Ferguson, and see that he is well fed
and gets clothes.” I then went to the bay and kept on going to the court-house, but I never
could find out where this feeding and clothing was to come from. Sometimes I used to go
home and stop for two or three weeks; then I would go to the bay and stop there two or
three weeks; at last Mr. Parke came to his house in the race week; this was about two
months after I spoke to the Governor. I went to him, and he said, “ Well, what’s the
matter?” I told him what I came about; Mr. Parke then said, “ Since the Governor was
here it is near three months, and you never go back to Southampton; I have a great mind
to put you in the workhouse ;” I don’t know whether any gentleman was by. I said to
Mr. Parke, “ Master, I don’t commit anything to be sent to the workhouse; I am not a
runaway, and, even if I was at home, 1 could not do anything.” The custos then said
“ You must go to Mr. Strachan ;” I replied there is no use, Sir, Mr. Strachan is not going
to give me anything, unless you give me a paper to him. The custos then said, “ If I give
you any paper it will be to send you to the workhouse.” 1 then went away, as I could not
get anything from him. When I used to go to the bay side I stopped at a place called
Flat Point, where 1 had a few friends, and they used to assist me; I have not any better
clothes than these ragged ones which I have on. Mr. Strachan has given mea few yards
of Osnaburgh ; but they are not made up. I remember meeting master at Southampton
Pastures; it was after | had just come from seeing the Governor, and I had on a clean
shirt and this pair of corduroy trousers, which were then quite new. As I was so clean
people would not think that I was a beggar; but Iam a beggar though. I am nota lazy
negro; although I am blind, there are many things that | could do; if master would
give me bark, I would make ropes for him ; I could even clean a ground, if a person would
carry me to the spot that I was to clean; I would do anything I could, if master would
feed me.

Robert Grant, an Apprentice to Southampton ; sworn.

I know Robert Ferguson; he is quite blind; I do not believe that Mr. Strachan ever
gives him food, but the negroes assist him sometimes. I am certain that Mr. Strachan
never gives him any food; he might have given him some corn, but I don’t know anything
about it. I remember his going to St. Ann’s Bay; he stopped away about two weeks, and
came back; Mr. Augwin, the old owner of Southampton, used to help Ferguson.

The Court here recommended Mr. Strachan to adopt the suggestion of Robert Ferguson,
and furnish him with bark, for the purpose of making rope for the use of the property.
They pointed out to Mr. Strachan the absolute necessity of conforming to the provisions of
the Abolition Act, by giving to the man Ferguson all that he was entitled to receive as an
apprentice of Southampton.

 

Enclosure 19, in No. 50.

Ann M’Clay’s Case, an Apprentice to Lillyfield.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken at Brown’s Town, in the Parish of St. Ann, in the Case of Ann M‘Clay, an

Apprentice to Lillyfield, in the Parish of St. Ann,

TuEspAy, 26 September 1837.

Ann M‘Clay, an Apprentice to Lillyfield ; sworn.
Was in the workhouse at St. Ann’s Bay, and danced the treadmill four days, once every

day ; had eight months belly; was delivered of a child six weeks afler she came home,
She was so large that every body could see it; was sentenced to ten days in the workhouse
and treadmill, but only danced four days, as the boatswain said the paper said, I was to
dance only four days. Did not knock my legs when dancing treadmill, but knocked my
stomach. Went to work with the rest of the people. Mr. Rawlinson was the magistrate
who sent me to the workhouse ; the midwife on Lillyfield is named Mary Ann Slater. The
child I was delivered of is now living and healthy. “There were no other pregnant women in
the workhouse when I was there, but three women who went in with me had young children
at the breast. Mr. Rawlinson did not allow me to explain my case, he called me up and
said, Mr. Higginbotham, the busha, said I had been impudent. Isaid, No. He then said to
Mr. Higginbotham, “do you hear what she says?” Higginbotham again said that I was
impudent. When sent to the workhouse and put on the mill, the boatswain said, “ Take
care and don’t hack yourself; take time.” The first day 1 was on the mill it was allowed
to go slow on my account. The second time Mr. Drake came and said the mill is not
going half hard encugh. The boatswain told him I was pregnant, and Mr. Drake said, “it
Was nothing to him, the busha must have known whether I was so or not before he sent
me.” I was first worked on Saturday. On Monday Mr. Drake came and worked the mill
himself. I did not tell Mr. Rawlinson that I was pregnant; but busha knew it. The
second day after going from the mill | was sent to dig cane-holes. I did not faint on the
mill, Thad a good time in my lying-in, but after that I got the pain in my stomach and
head, and my face swelled. 1 am certain I laid in six weeks after coming from the work
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house. Thomas Henry was constable at that time. The Southfield and Lillyfield negroes
work together. I was not married to the father of my child, I was living with him; he ig
living now. A special magistrate, who was living at St. Ann’s Bay, came to the workhouse
one day. The mill was not about; he did not come near enough to observe me. I was not
put in the hospital, after I came back from the house of correction, to the time of the birth
of my child. Frances Lawrence was sentenced to the workhouse with myself; she had not
belly;she was a strong woman, and was to go on the treadmill the same numberoftimes ag
myself, four times. She complained much after having been let out of pain in the stomach
from the effects of the treadmill,

Doctor Tucker ; sworn.

Knows last witness; cannot bring to mind whether she was pregnant or not when she
was sent to the treadmill. Does not know when she was sent to the treadmill, nor did not
see her after her return. Knows the Penshurst hospital; it was a carpenter’s shop ; it is
not regularly floored ; there are some loose boards on the ground. ‘The sick people generally
stop in their own houses, in fact, they will not go to the hospital; they often refuse it; it is
not divided, there is one common room for men and women; cannot say whether the hospital
is locked up at night; sees the sick people very frequently in the morning coming from their
own houses. There is no regular hospital attendant; when the people are sick Miss Senior
generally gives them medicine. Does not remember Amelia Lawrence. Mr. Senior does
not keep a regular hospital book. Attends Dunbarton estate ; knows Susan White ; recol-
lects having heard that she had been on the treadmill; she was frequently in the hospital;
does not remember her having taken any quantity of calomel ; remembers having seen a por-
tion of her jawbone and two of her teeth detached, and expressed my opinion to Mr.
Mallett, the overseer, that she had been undergoing salivation. She denied having received
any injury. I asked if she had received a blow ; she said “no.” The state of the jaw might
have been the effect of decayed teeth, or from some improper manner of extracting them.
The teeth may have been extracted by a doctor-man at Orange Valley; they have proper
instruments there for the purpose. I think there was no appearance at that time of preg-
nancy. She tuld me afterwards that she was breeding ; did not hear of her delivery on my
visits to the estate. I have seen some of Knapdale people returning from the workhouse
with their legs bruised ; does not know whether Elizabeth Osborn was one of them.

Mary Ann Slater, Midwife on Lillyfield ; sworn.

I remember Ann M‘Clay ; when she returned from the workhouse I delivered her. I
know she was with child before she went to the workhouse, but can’t say what time she was
delivered after her release. The overseer knew she was with child. I did not tell, but he must
have known it, for her belly was big; any body could see that she was with child when she
was sent to the workhouse. It might have been between one and two moons that she was
delivered after her return; she had a good time, and gave birth toa noble child. I have
been working in the great gang from the time of Mr. Man’s return to this country before
Mulgrave law, until Saturday, when I was put in the second gang. I am obliged, besides,
to attend on women in childbirth. I am not remunerated either by my master or any of the
women, except one,who gave mea gownlast year,at Christmas. I am expected to attend tothem,
either in my own or estate time, by my master; but if I remain with them nine days Iam
paid back my two days afterwards. 1 was put to be a midwife about 17 or 18 years ago;
I receive, however, no remuneration now for my time, if called upon during the night or my
own hours in the week.

Thomas Henry, an Apprentice to Southfield ; sworn.

I remember Ann M‘Clay being sent to the workhouse; I carried her there; she was
Pregnant; I knew she was pregnant, because she was quite big and would not move briskly.
remember when she came home; she did not stand two months before she was delivered;

Mr. Rawlinson was the magistrate who sent her. Weset off at eight o’clock in the morning
from Lillyfield, and reached St. Ann’s workhouse at five o’clock in the evening; the distance
is between six and seven miles. I carried four others down, some of whom had young
children; three had children, Sarah Gallimore, Eliza Paisley, and Rebecca Anderson ; the other
woman was Frances Lawrence. They were all taken before the magistrate. The three women
had their children with them when they were tried. Mr. Higginbotham, the overseer, carried
them before him. In sending them to the workhouse, Mr. Higginbotham desired me to tie
their hands back with rope; I said there was no occasion ; and he replied, “ If they get away
you will stand to it.” The policeman went with us all theway. Busha knew that the woman
was with child; I told him so; he said he did not care about that. This was after the sen-
tence was passed and the magistrate gone away.

Tuurspay, 28 September 1837.

Francis L. James, an Apprentice to Southfield ; sworn.

I remember being carried by Thomas Henry to the workhouse; other women were with
me; Sarah Gallimore, with a young child, Eliza Paisley, with a child, and Rebecca Ander-
son, with @ child; Ann M‘Clay also went; she had belly, and was in her seventh or eighth
month; she was quite big; 1 heard her tell Mr. Higginbotham that she had belly, and

he
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he said that he did not care nothing at all about it ; I heard her tell the magistrate that she had
belly the day she was tried ; the magistrate must have seen it; the belly did not hide at
all; it was quite big. I think she went to the treadmill five days; she danced it one time
every day; { sawher on it; 1 was on it myself with her; she danced the treadmill quite
well; when she was tired she cried out, and said, “I am quite faint;” Mr. Drake said,
“You must goon; your time will soon be up; you have to dance 20 minutes altogether
before you come down.” When her time was out she came down; but she did not appear
faintish ; when I was on the mill my shins were cut up quite bad ; so bad that when I came
home I was obliged to lay up for a month; I did not see the constable strike anybody when
on the mill. The women were locked up by themselves at night; the boatswains open the
doors to let us out in the morning; we slept with the chains on at night, and our feet were
placed in shackles; I never saw the boatswains attempt to have connexion with any of the
women. The day we were carried to the workhouse we set away from shell-blow for dinner,
and got down about four o’clock in the evening; we could not go fast in consequence of the
belly woman, Ann M‘Clay, who could not walk fast; when Ann M‘Clay came home from the
workhouse she was delivered some time after; but I can’t remember what time after she
came home.

Sarah Gallimore, was christened by Parson Bridges; sworn.

T remember being sent to the workhouse with Eliza Paisley, Rebecca Anderson, Frances
L. James, and Ann M‘Clay; Ann M‘Clay had eight months belly, she told me s0 ; she was
quite big. She told the busha that she was with child, when she was about being sent to
the workhouse; she also told the magistrate, Mr. Rawlinson, so, when he ordered us to be
sent to the dark room, before going to the workhouse. She danced the mill very well, but
when she got faint, she called out, and the overlooker said, “ Keep on, your time will soon
be out ;” the time was for 10 minutes; she remained in the workhouse 10 days, and went
every day on the mill; she worked every day with the gang in the field. It was not long
after she came home that she was delivered, it might have been about two months. The rest
had young children, except Frances James.

Eliza Paisley, an Apprentice to Southfield; sworn.

I remember being carried to the workhouse by Thomas Henry. I was carried in company
with Sarah Gallimore, Rebecca Anderson, Francis James, and Ann M‘Clay. Ann M‘Clay
had big belly. Frances James had not any child, but the other women and myself had
young children. We were all put on the treadmill together; sometimes when the mill went
on fast I cut my shins, which used to be smashed up when I finished dancing. Ann
M‘Clay was also bruised; after we went home, Ann M‘Clay was delivered. I don’t remem-
ber the time she was delivered.

Rebecca Anderson, an Apprentice to Southfield; sworn.

I remember being sent to the workhouse with Sarah Gallimore, Eliza Paisley, Ann M‘Clay,
and Frances James. I carried my child. It was near sun-down when we got to St. Ann’s
Bay. We started out of the dark room at dinner-time. Ann M‘Clay was quite big. She
told the busha that she had belly, and he said, he would send her down with us. I don’t
know if she told Mr. Rawlinson. Ann M‘Clay danced every day on the treadmill with us.
The treadmill is enough to disable anybody; it cut my shins, and when [ went home was
quite sick. When Ann M‘Clay came off she was quite faintish, and obliged to sit down to
catch up herself. She went to the field to work with the rest of the gang, with a chain
round her neck. I do not know when she was delivered, when we came home, as I was sick
at Southfield, and she was at Lillyfield. We could not get pimento enough, while picking, to
fill the task barrel; it wanted but a' little. The same quantity was required from piccanini
mothers as the great gang; and because we did not complete the task we were put in the
dungeon, and kept till next morning breakfast time without anything to eat or drink, and we
were put in our wet clothes, the day being wet. They then carried us before the special
magistrate, Mr, Rawlinson, who sentenced us to the workhouse. Did not hear him say for
how many days. I heard him say we should be sent to the treadmill. On our way there,
Thomas Henry allowed us to stop at our own houses to take something to carry with us to
eat, and get dry clothes. No allowance was made, in task work, to those piccanini mothers
who were obliged to walk on Mondays from Southfield to Lillyfield.

 

Enclosure 20, in No. 50.

Eliza Christie’s Case, of Cave Valley.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Taken on the subject of a Coroner’s Inquest held on the body of a Woman named Eliza-

beth Christe, an Apprentice to Cave Valley Estate, in’ the parish of St. Ann.

Turspay, 26 September 1837.

Mr. Joseph Isaacs, Merchant at Brown’s Town, sworn.
I am in charge of Castleton plantation, adjoining Cave Valley. I think it was in
siember 1836 that I was summoned to attend an inquest at Cave Valley, upon a woman
54, who
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who had died in childbirth; Ido not recollect her name. The overscer, Mr. Arkinstall,
on the assembling of the inquest, mentioned to the jurors, that a hueand cry having been

raised among the negroes on the property, from an idea they had got into their heads, that
the woman in question had received a kick from one of the book-keepers, Mr. Malcolm
Dow, he was anxious to have a full inquiry into the circumstances.

Tt was stated that a few weeks before her death, the woman having been at that time in
the hospital, the overseer required the hospital-door to be locked in the evening at the
usual time, I understood seven o’clock. On the book-keeper going to the hospital for
that purpose, this woman wanted to go out; Mr. Dow shoved her back, but did not
kick her.

For some weeks after this, the woman, it appeared, was about in her usual health, and
only the day before her death was observed to carry home on her head a large basket of
provisions. ;
The midwife of Cave Valley proved on the inquest, that she was called too late to be of

any service to the deceased.
It was given in evidence that the mother of the deceased attempted to deliver her; but,

finding that she could not accomplish it, called the midwife, who asked the mother if she
had seen certain appearances; on the mother replying in the negative, the midwife said,
“Then I have been called too late.” The verdict of the jury was, “ Died in childbirth,
from cause or causes unknown.” The jury wasa full one, and sat two days on the inquiry;
I believe Mr. Halsell, of Aboukir, was the foreman; I think the name of the woman was
Eliza Christie.

Tuurspay, 28 September 1837.

Caroline Hail, late Doctor-woman of Cave Valley, now a Field-labourer on that Estate;
sworn.

I knew Eliza Christie; she was breeding, and came into the hospital; busha wanted to
give her a dose of tartar emetic when she came in; slie said, “ No,” that she was breeding,
and could not takeit; she remained in the hospital two weeks, which was locked up at
nights, by busha’s orders, as the pecple could not go into the field. One evening Mr.
Malcolm Dow, then book-keeper, came in to lock the hospital; while L was locking the
bottom door, I heard some of the other people, who were in the same room with Eliza
Christie, exclaim, “ You see Mr. Dow take and kick Eliza Christie on the bottom of her
belly.” I heard this, but did not see Mr. Dow myself kick her; when I locked the door
I went home to my house; on arriving there I heard all the apprentices hallooing, and on
jooking 1 saw them running along, some of them saying that Eliza Christie was dead;
I immediately ran up myself, as [| was the doctor-woman to the hothouse, and found a
number of apprentices there; the busha ordered the door to be opened and I went in;
I saw the wench lying down flat on her back, and her tongue out of her mouth; she could
not speak, nor did she speak until the morning; no word came out her mouth till then.
I could not do anything myself, as I did not know what to do, and I told the busha that
he had better send the midwife, Eleanor Fisher, which he did; no flooding came away from
her, nor any discharge whatever. The midwife and myself stopped with her all night until
morning; she remained lying on her back all night in a senseless state, and when she
first came to herself she-opened her eyes and looked about; I then asked her, ‘‘ What is
the matter with you ?” she replied, ‘‘ Mr. Dow kicked me on my belly bottom.” This was
the first thing she said when she came to herself; this expression was heard by the mid-
wife and Robert Morris, who was locked up with the rest, also by Fidelia Walker. When
I was called at the inquest, the jurors asked me no question whatever connected with what
T have now stated respecting the kick she received, and her state at that time; all that
they asked me was, whether, when [ went to the negro-houses after her delivery,I found her
dead? I replied, “ Yes, she was dead, and cold as a herring.” This question was asked
by the coroner, who did not ask me whether the woman got any wound in the hot-
house; he told me that he gave me the oath to state only what I knew about the woman
at the negro-house at the time of her death; I thought that the oath was given to me to
state all I knew about the affair at the hothouse, but they did not question me at all about
that.; she got the kick on the Saturday afternoon, but { do not remember when she went
out of the hothouse. Before she got the kick the doctor used to see her in the hothouse,
and she complained of pains in the back; he told her she must take a cold bath every
morning, and made me give her some magnesia occasionally. Doctor Tucker came to the
hothouse the next week after the kick, and Eliza Christie did not tell him about the kick,
although she used to complain of the pain frora it.” I never heard the busha say, I must
send for the doctor at the time she got the kick, nor did busha’s housekeeper, or any-
body else, come from the great house to see her. I think she was delivered about two
months afier she got the kick. 1 stopped with her during the night that she got the kick,
and through the next day; but as I found her getting better at night I went away. When
busha came to the hothonse the night she got the kick, and saw her in the state described,
he called out, “ It is trick ;” he came to the hothouse the next day after breakfast, bat
did nut see anything; he never asked her any questions, nor did he inquire of anybody
about the affair. The night that he went down he was told that she had been kicked;
Robert Morris told him, when busha saw her the night she was lying down on her back,
with her tongue out and breathing very hard, she was quite heavy with child; [ was not
present when she was delivered; after her delivery I heard of her death, as she died just

as
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as she delivered her child. Mr. Campbell the book-keeper, and mysclf, went; she was
dead and quite cold. The child was not a healthy-looking child; it appeared to be a
seven-months’ child, and was quite droopy, droopy! I did not examine the child myself,
but Margaret Christie, the sister of the woman, said that it had a mark under the privates;
it was she that suckled the child, having herself an infant at the breast at the time. The
night that the womanwas kicked, Idid not examine to see if there was any mark or
injury; but the midwife took the handkerchief off my head and tied it round Eliza
Christie’s stomach, just below the breast, to keep the litle one down, and we then took a
spoon and puta little hartshorn and water in it, which we tried to get down her throat,
and then endeavoured to put her tongue in; she was not frothing at the mouth. She never
went to the magistrate, Captain T. A. Dillon, to complain about the kick, but her sister
Margaret did; when she returned, I saw her bring two letters, which she carried to the
busha, and when she brought them I did not hear myself, but I beard some of the appren-
tices say, that when Captain 'T. A. Dillon came, busha told him that Mr. Dow and the
woman had settled their business already; Captain Dillon then went away. [ don’t
know how the business was settled; I don’t know if any money was paid to make it ap.
The woman’s husband is named Adam Christie. On the night of the kick the woman
breathed very hard and short, catching up her breath every now and then; she never came
to at all until the next morning. Since I was there in the hothouse, I have been broken
as doctor-woman and sent into the field, for the following reason: My husband was sick
in the negro house; I was married to him in his sickness, and had lived with him before;
after finishing my morning’s work at the hospital one day, Icarried a little breakfast to
give him; while I was there the busha went to the hothouse and found me absent; I went
and found him standing at the gate near the hothouse; he then said, ‘‘ You shall never
be doctor-woman for me any more.” When he told me that, I said I could not go into the
field as 1 had been a doctor-woman too long; I had been a doctor-woman for five years;
Thad been put there by Mr. Cameron, the former overseer, and before then I used to mind
fowls and do light work sometimes in the field, as I was a sickly woman. Busha made no
answer, but drove me away. I then went to Captain T. A. Dillon, who said that I must
go home, and when he came upon the property he would settle the affair; he did come,
and asked the busha why he put me into the field; whether I had done him anything?
the busha said “ No.” Captain Dillon told me, “ Well, you must stop in the field until
busha and you agree again.” Before I went to Captain Dillon, when busha told me I must
go to the field, and 1 said [ would not, he and a man named Henry Gordon, who was a
house-servant, began to pull me, one one way and one the other; busha took his big stick
that be had in his hand and jammed me in the stomach; Robert Morris was present.
The magistrates here explained to this woman, that she is to claim her freedom on the

next Ist of August, as she is entitled to it as a doctor-woman.

Fripay, 29 September 1837.

Mr. John Campbell, Book-keeper on Cave Valley; sworn.

_ Ail thatI know is that when Mr. Arkinstall took charge in September, the negroes were
In a very insubordinate state. One evening in October the sick negroes were ordered into
the hospital to be locked up, as was usual, and they refused to goin; the book-keeper,
1am told, said that they must go, and they were forced to go in, but | don’t know what
force was used to compel them to go in; as far as I understand, the doctor-woman was
there at the time. When I came from the cattle-pen I went to the hothouse between half-
past six and seven, and found Eliza Christie laying down on her back quite senseless and
apparently in a fit. I remained in the hothouse about an hour ; she was attended to by
the overseer himself, who did everything in his power to restore her; I cannot say whether
a doctor was sent for that night; she came tooalittle, and spoke rather inarticulately, but
the next moming when I saw her she was quite come too, and was walking about. The
overseer on the night sent for the midwife; in a few days she was well enough to go out
of the hothouse; she came too during the night. The book-keeper, who is alleged to have
kicked her, was at the hospital with the overseer and myself; the people appeared to be
much irritated, and said that Mr. Dow had killed Eliza Christie; this was generally said
ameng them, but { don’t recollect any particular individual who said so; Mr. Dow did not
deny having kicked her; he said that he might have done so, but that he did so inadver-
tently, ‘The woman herself, Eliza Christie, said to Mr. Dow that she knew he did not
intend to do her any harm; she was burt at the time but got better afterwards; she was
quite well and hearty. The body was examined at the time of the accident by the overseer
and other people, who said that they did not observe any external injury. 1 was examined
at the coroner’s inquest; I took the depositions; there were two inquests; the coroner
Could not come up as he was sick, and net considering it a serious case, I think that he
deputised another genlleman to act for him. Eliza Christie died ou the 22d November
1835, and the inquest was held the next day. I do not know who acted as coroner: I do
not know who acted as foreman; evidence was taken, and the body examined. I took the
depositions myself; | did not keep them. Eleanor Fisher, Caroline Hall, and Margaret
Etiatie were examined; Mr. Dow was not examined, at uli events not on that day.
evidence was taken with respect to the acvident, and the state in which the deceased was
ound immediately afterwards. I do not recollect whether the midwife was sworn that
"Efe evidence was confined to the circumstances connected with her delivery. All

“ that
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that Caroline Hall said was that she found the woman ina fit; that was all that I heard
her say that had reference to the night at the hothouse; she did not give any evidence
about the circumstances connected with the delivery and death. I remember that the
gentlemen expressed their opinion, “ That Eliza Christie died by the visitation of God ;”
but I do not know that they put that opinion in writing. The negroes expressed their
disapprobation at this, as they did not see the coronerpresent, and the overseer imme.
diately sent again for the coroner. The child was born alive; I was not present when the
regular inquest was held; I was not allowed to be there; Ido not know whether Mr, Dow
was examined; the jurors on the regular inquest assembled about mid-day, and sat until it
was quite dark; I never heard whether they weredivided in opinion. When people are
sick in the hospital they generally get any little thing from the table; I cannot say any-
thing about oatmeal or such things being administered, as I do not attend the hospital ;
the overseer will be better able to say that.
At the suggestion of Captain T. A. Dillon, sundry questions were put to this witness, who

said, I remember a man named Richard Smith; he was and is head-constable at Cave
Valley; he had a stone bruise and caught cold, in consequence of which his legs all
swelled, and part of his body. The overseer, finding him in such a poor state, gave him one
of the rooms in the barracks; he gave him every day breakfast, dinner aud supper, off the
table, in the same way as he would to any of the book-keepers; after he left the barracks,
and went into the field as constable, he was treated in the same way until he perfectly
recovered.

Captain T. A. Dillon here stated that he thought it essential to have this evidence
elicited, as he was of opinion that it was equally a material part of his duty to state any
cases of humanity which might come under his notice as to punish bad behaviour; and
he therefore thought this a fitting occasion to remark, that he considered the conduct of
Mr. Arkinstall, to the sick people on Cave Valley, deserving the highest commendation,
Captain Dillon further remarked, that he could not help noticing, that he was in a district
in which the peasantry was as well behaved as any peasantry in England; that punish-
ments were so unfrequent as not to exceed two in 100 in a population of 5,000 appren-
tices; in fact, he did not knowa finer peasantry in the world.
The witness went on to state, that after the holding of the regular inquest, the irritation

of the people subsided.

Mr. Joseph Isaacs, Merchant at Brown’s Town ; sworn.

About two or three weeks bejore the death of Eliza Christie, she came to me at Castleton,
with an order for some goods, to be placed to the account of Malcolm Dow; I told her, “Go
to Brown’s Town, and you will get the goods ;” she was in perfect health and strong; she
had to walk up about three miles of a very steep hill to see me at Castleton; she did not
say how the order was given to her; nor were the things delivered, as the overseer heard
of the order being given, and would not allow the things to be delivered, as it would ap-
pear as if they were given asa compromiseof crime, and he did not think that the book-keeper
had acted any way wrong. The value of the order was from 34. to 4é. I was at the
regular inquest; we met at 12 o’clock, and we finished at five. The doctor-woman was
examined, so were Mr. Arkinstall and Mr. Dow. No proof whatever was given on either
occasion of her having received any kick. The hothouse-woman gave in evidence, that she
had heard the woman cry out that she was kicked, but that she did not see it. It was
also proved in Court, that the overseer, Mr. Arkinstall, on that night, had given her resto-
ratives, and that she recovered. The hothouse-woman was not interrupted in her evidence.
All that we required was, to know whether the woman had received any injury from the
kick. On the day of the first inquiry, Mr. Dow was present, and was asked some ques-
tions; he did not say that he had kicked her inadvertently; all that he said was, that he
wanted to lock up the hospital door, and she would not goin; he shoved herin. Mar-
paret Christie, the sister who took charge of the child, was present, and was examined;

saw the child myself; it was a regular grown child, and apparently healthy.

Mr. Campbell recalled.—Caroline Hall is now removed from the hospital, and works in
the field } she was removed about five or six months after the accident; she was discharged
by the overseer in consequence of frequent absence from the hospital; she did not leave
the hospital willingly; to my knowledge force was not necessary to compel her to go into
the field. -There is a large inclosure round the hothouse, so large that the doctor-woman
has a very good garden in it. There is a gate attached with a lock, and when Caroline
Hall absented herself she took away the key, which was the cause of the overseer’s
anger.

Robert Morris, a Field Apprentice on Cave Valley ; sworn.

I remember Eliza Christie; I was in the hospital with her; I was in the room appro-
priated for the men, adjoining the women’s room ; the door between the two rooms was
open. The sun was half down, not quite down, and the book-keeper came in and opened
the hothouse door; his name is Mr. Dow; he came to lock the door, and the girl, Fidelia
Walker, was putting ber victuals on the fire within the railing, which surrounded the hot-
house; he heaved awaya stick with which she was stirring the victuals, and on her speak-
ing tohim about his doing so, he collared her, and wanted to put her in the dark room;
she said she would not go, and he sent for the constable, Thomas Wilson, who, on coming
up, was going to take holdofher, and she said, “ If you hold me you will get into trouble a

e
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he then desisted. The book-keeper went and told bushathat the people would not go
into the hothouse to be locked up without eating anything, and busha said, “ Musn’t
bother with such rubbish.” When the constable came, I told the other people, “Better
make us go in, as the law is as weil for we as for busha;” when I said so, they went in;
the men and women were then put in their separate rooms. The room in which the men
were had a “temple,” that of the women had not a “ temple.” When the book-keeper
was locking up the mens’ ruom, Eliza Christie called out, saying, “ Don’t lock the room,
because I shall want to go out at night to ease myself, as all of us women have taken

physic ; this she said to the book-keeper; busha Was present, standing in the passage
near the doors of the two rooms. I told the busha, “ If you lock the women’s room, don’t
lock that of the men, because if anything happens to anybody at night, one of us can call
out from the window in the passage ;” busha said, “I don’t care, I must have the door
locked ;”” he also said, “The black parson! you want to go and preach out;” he then
ordered the book-keeper to lock themen’s door. The book-keeper then held the women’s
door to lock it, and Eliza Christie held it too; says she, “ Busha, look how I stand.”
Istood up against the men’s door, facing that of the women, and the buok-keeper and
women stil] held the door; when the book-keeper found that he could not draw the door,
as the women were striving to keep it open, and he to shut it, he fired his foot after them,
but they still kept holding the door. 1 then ran to the book-keeper, and said, “ Book-
keeper, don’t fire your foot so, as this woman is not one woman, she is with child.” The
busha then said, “I don’t care, the door must be locked.” _ The book-keeper then fired his
foot again, and hit Eliza Christie a kick, and I heard the kick go “ bup,” meaning thereby
the sound made; then Eliza Christie cried out, “ Morris, lam done;” she let the doorgo then, and they locked it; she kept crying out for her belly, exclaiming, “ My belly, O!
my belly, O!” The doors were ail locked, and they went away. After busha went out into
the hothouse-yard, I called to him, saying, “ Busha, how you Jock up all the door, then da
going, and the one you kick down fo’ dead, da lying ’pon him belly, and thing happen to
him how we can see?” He made for answer, “ Mr. Dow, come along, never mind what
the bloody old parson is saying.” I called out to him fromalittle jealousy window, which
was in the men’s room. Busha went away, and soon after, by the time he could get to hishouse, and sit down, a woman, named titia Campbell, who was locked up with Eliza
Christie, called to me and said, “ The woman is ’pon dying ;” [told her as the women’s
room was facing busha’s house, “‘ Put your mouth to the jealousy, and hail to the busha; ”she did so. When the woman hailed, the busha would not come; he said they weremaking game. The servant, Henry Gordon, came to the fence and said, “ Busha says
you are making game, and he won't come.” I then halloved out to the negro houses forEliza Christie’s sister, Margaret Christie, and when she came I told her what was thematter, and she went to busha for the key; ke would not give it, and she came back to
the fence, and was returning to the negro house, when I told her, “ You had better notgo to the negro house again, if the door is not opened in two minutes’ time, your sisterwill die’ She went back to the busha in a great hurry. Eliza Christie could not speakat the time; Margaret Christie screamed so Joud that all the people came up from thenegro houses, and the busha became frightened, and came and opened the door. All thedoors were opened, and I went into the women’s room, and saw Eliza Christie laying downon her back with her tongue hanging out of her mouth, quite black ; they wanted to turnher, and I said, “ We don’t know anything about it;” you had better cull the midwife;they did so. The busha sent for hartshorn, and every thing, and being come, he stoppedthere until the midwife came; the midwife then began rubbing the child, who at this timewas situated very high up the womb; she took a handkerchief, and tied it about thestomach, and began to rub, and rub, and rub, until the child went lower down, and thenthe woman breathed very short and heavy. Caroline Hall came up with the rest of thepeople and the busha ; she came before the midwife; she came up to lock the door at theproper time, but it had been already locked by the busha and the book-keeper. Whenthe busha came up, I told him, and the women told him, that it was the kick in thebelly which made the woman so. I know that Mr. Dow was sent away by bushafrom the property; he was dismissed from his situation soon after, but I don’t know forwhat cause. The day afier the kick, Mr. Dow’s kept-mistress seut and called Margaret
Christie; this was on Monday morning. I went into the hothouse room, and saw a paper;Eliza Christie said that the paper was brought by her sister from Mr. Dow, and that itWas to be sent to Mr. Isaacs to take anything she wanted out of the store.” I then toldher she was a fool, that if she knew she was going to take the paper, she should not havegone to the magistrate at all; I said, ‘I don’t want to hear anything,” and I went away.don’t know whether the paper was carried after that to Mr. Isaacs. I was not calledup before the coroner, neither before any magistrate. After the accident Eliza Christiedid not go to her ground, she kept walking «bout with her stick, bending and holding herbelly; she walked so until the time she was delivered. I think with the assistance ofa stick, und taking time, she might have walked up to Castleton. When the coroner wasCome, I asked if any magistrate was come; I was told that no magistrate had come, butat Mr. Isaacs was come. [ said, “ What have you done with the paper?” I said thisto Margaret; she replied, “I gave it to Mr. Isaacs.”

Margaret Christie, Apprentice to Cave Valley; sworn.
Tremcmber ny sister, Eliza-Christie; she is now dead; I remember her in the hospitalWith bad belly. I came home one night from my ground; I heard a man named Robert
154. Morris
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Morris erying out “ Margaret Christie! Margaret Christie!” I did not speak at first;

he called out again “ Margaret Christie '’ LTsaid “Eh ;” be replied, “ Your sister won't

live.” I went to the hothouse gate, and said, ‘‘ What do you say, Robert Morris?” He

replied, “ Go to the busha for the hothouse key, and come and see what is the matter with
your sister.” I went to the basha, and said, “ Busha, let me have the hothouse key, Mr,

‘Dow has kicked my sister, and she won’t live;” busha said, “I won’t give the key; your
sister is only making a sham in the hospital.” I went straight back to the negro house,
Robert Morris then cried out again for me, saying, “ Run here ;” by the time I could go
to hammer the gate with a stone, all the people ran up to the place from the negrohouses ;
when at the gate, 1 could not get the key from Mr. Dow; the busha then came himself,
before the key could be got from Mr. Dow; he took the key then, went in himself into
the hothouse yard, and locked the gate; he would allow no one to go in. When he locked
the gate, I stood up outside until busha went into the hospital, and after doing what he
thought necessary to restore my sister, he came out, and said, “If any one wants to go
and see this girl they can go in.” I went in, but did not stop a minute, as I had left m
child at the negro house; I Jeft the midwife and doctor-woman with her. WhenI went
into the hothouse she was laying down on her back, her tongue was not out then; busha
had previously applied hartshorn and other things, as I suppose; it was so understood. In
the morning I went to Captain T. A. Dillon, the special magistrate, and he asked “ What
was the matter?” I told him Mr. Dow took and kicked my sister last night, and she would
not have lived until day if busha had not attended to her. Captain Dillon asked why the
wench had not come herself to Retirement to him; I said, that she was not able to walk;
he said, he would give me aletter to busha till he came himself to the property, and he
would see Mr. Dow. 1carried the letter to busha, and went to my house, and was sitting
down, when a woman, who Mr. Dow was living with, came to call me; 1 went, and he
gave mea paper, saying “ Take this paper to Mr. Isaacs, it is an order for you;” this was
the day after I went to the magistrate. Mr, Dow said, “ ‘Take this to Mr, Isaacs, at
Brown’s Town; it is an order for nine dollars, and it is given to you for the kick I kicked
your sister.” I said, “ How can I take this paper from you? The magistrate told me to
stop till he comes to Cave Valley to settle the business.” He replied, that busha read the
letter of the magistrate to him, and that the magistrate said in the letter, “Ifthe business

could be settled before he came, that he must try and do it.”. When Mr. Dow told me

this,Itook the paper from him, and carried it to my house. I said, “ If massa magistrate
happen to call me when he comes up,I will answer him with this paper.” 1 was in the
field when the magistrate came, but I don’t know whether he called tor me; nobody called
me out of the field. My sister was still in the hothouse. I saw her in the hothouse, and

she knew nothing of the paper; she had not settled with Mr. Dow. About two weeks

after, when she came out of the hothouse, I gave the paper to her, and told her thatI

understood tiat Mr. Isaacs was over at this place. I said, “If you can walk softly, go to
him, and hear what he says about the paper.” She carried it, and brought it back again,
saying, that Mr. Isaacs said the paper must come down to Brown’s Town. I then sent it
by the cartman, but it was returned; I did not get any thing for it. On the day when

the paper came back, the coroner was at Cave Valley, holding an inquest on my sister;

I gave the coroner the paper, and ke handed it to Mr. Isaacs ; I don’t know what was done

with it afterwards. When my sister was taken in labour, she sent for the midwife, who

was at the overseer’s house cooking his dinner; she returned for answer, that she was just
taking up dinner, and could not come; but as soon as she was done, she would come
down. My mother, Peggy Christie, who was a midwife at “ Rosetta,” went to assist my

sister; I was present; my mother assisted her until the little one bad just come away from

her, when the breath went out of her body. The child born was a boy, and had marks all

about the lower part of the belly; it was quite black and blue; it was also swelled; my
mother saw the marks; the hothouse woman and the midwife also saw them, who came

down just as the child was born: my sister was just dead when she came down, All that

I have stated here, I stated to the coroner at Cave Valley. My sister always stopped

when walking, up to the time of her death, complaining of pain in her belly. I can’t say

whether she ever went to the doctor. I don’t think that the child came to its full time;

the child only lived four days; I gave it suck; the first day it took to the breast, but not

afterwards; it was hurt in the same place that my sister was kicked. When she was

delivered, she said, ‘Take away the baby, and mind it good ; I am going to die.” By the
time we hallooed for the doctor-woman to bring the hartsborn, she died. She was not

a very healthy woman before she received the injury; she was always a poorly woman, and
this was her first child. The child did not die of locked jaw.

Eleanor Fisher, Midwife on Cave Vailey ; sworn.

I remember Eliza Christie. I was in the apprentice-yard the night when they hallooed
out from the hothouse that Eliza Christie was dead; I ran up directly, but the gate of the yard
was locked; the key was brought, and the gate opened, an | I and busha went in; 1 went in
a minute or two before the busha, and found Eliza Christie laying down, and two or three
people holding her up; her tongue was out of her mouth. I then took the doctor-woman’s
handkerchief, and tied it roand her body to keep the little one down, IfI had not gone
there, and knew what to do, she must have died that night; I did all I could to save her,

and when I found that she was getting better, I left her. We stopped with her a good
bit. She remained in the hothouse about three weeks after that; in the fourth week busha

sent
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sent her out; she did not wish to remain in the hothouse then, as it was time for her to
get ready for delivery. She used to walk about with a stick, and stooped while walking;
she did not use to stoop beforethat. At the time of her delivery they sent for me; I was
minding busha’s dinner, and said I would go down as soon as busha’s dinner was sent up;
I went down as soon as I could, and told the girl who came to call me to put on a pot of
water, so that [ may put her over it, to see and get away the after-birth ; by the time the
water was ready, she was a corpse. She was taken in labour, with a sort of lingering pain,
on the Sunday morning; instead of the mother calling me at that time, she attended to
her herself, and it was only when she found that she could not get away the after-birth,
they sent for me; when | went down the child was already shifted. I often heard that
Eliza Christie’s mother was a midwife at Rosetta; she never practised at CaveValley.
The child was a little bit of a thing; it was not a full-grown child; it lived about two
weeks, The private parts were all swelled and bloated up, like as if filled with water; it
showed that it had received a wound while in the belly. I can’t say whether the kick wag
the cause of her death; I did not examine the mother’s belly at the time of the kick 3 she
was always a sickly woman. I was called up before the coroner at the inquest, and told
them only what they asked me about, the delivery and death; I was never asked anything
about the mark on the child, or the affair at the hothouse. I was only asked to relate what
I knew whenI was called to the negro house, at the time of the delivery of the woman.
She always walked lame and sickly-like before the affair at the hothouse, and stooped,
with her hand placed generally on the small of her back. The sister took good care of
the child after its birth.

Fidelia Walker, Apprentice to Cave Valley ; sworn.

I remember Eliza Christie; [ was in the hospital with her. The book-keeper came to
lock the door before the sun-down, and we told him, “ Book-keeper, it is so late before
we are let out in the morning, you lock us up all day, and you only let us out in the even-
ing, and it is not time to lock us up; we have not had time to cook any victuals yet; they
are on the fire now and not finished; give us time to cook them.” He said he would not
wait. I had a stick in my hand, turning my victuals, and he took it from me and flung it
over the fence; he then called out to busha, and said we would not goin. Busha was
coming along, with a big stick in his hand ; he said, “ Make the b y old w e go in,
or I’ll take this stick and knock them down.” Busha then overset the pots with the victuals,
knocking them vff with his stick; and when we saw him coming up to us, we ran up to the
hothouse. Book-keeper and busha then came in, and ordered the women’s room to be locked,
and we said, “ Don’t do that, for as the temple is in the next room,if you lock us up how can
we go there when we want?” Eliza Christie, the belly-woman, went up and begged busha
and book-keeper not to lock the door; busha then said it should be lucked. Book-keeper
held the door one way and we held it the other; he then fired kicks, one of which hit me
on my hand ; presently I heard the belly-woman fall, and cry out, “Lord! Mr. Dow has
killed me; he has kicked me on my belly.” I did not see the kick, but I heard the noise
of the fall. When she tumbled down we let go the door, and the book-keeper locked it
and went away. Eliza Christie then tumbled about, and afier we did not hear her speak
for some time; we were eating our victuals. Letitia Campbell called out, “ You are ail
eating, you don’t go to see what is done to the woman.” We then went, and, on putting
our hands to her stomach, felt that she was not blowing; we then hallooed out. RobertMortis told us not to halloo, by-and-by busha would think it was a lie we were calling
out; that he wouid halloo for her sister; he did so, and told her to go to busha for the
key, and come and see what do her sister. After some time she came back, and said that
busha would not give her the key. We then began to halloo out loud, and busha and his boy,Henry Gordon, came down; candles were brought in, and then the doctor woman andEleanor Fisher rubbed her down with the hartshorn which the busha brought. EleanorFisher then took a handkerchief and tied her stomach, to make the piccaniny keep down;she laid down quite senseless, but I did not see her tongue. I did not look at her at
first, as I thought she was dead, and no fire in the hothouse, as it is never allowed. I was
never called before the coroner’s jury at all, nor examined in any way whatever.

 
 

Robert Morris, recalled.—1I do not think it possible for Eliza Christie to get to her
ground, which is three miles distant from Cave Valley, and return with a load of victuals ;
Tam certain that I must have seen it, if she had done so.

Catharine Hanson, a Non-predial to Cave Valley; sworn.
Tam keeping the great house; I was in the negro house at the time of the accident, andheard the noise from there; a crying out. {ran up to the yard, and saw the rest. of the

people there; they were crying out that Mr. Dow kicked Eliza Christie; someofthe peoplebroke the gate to get into the hothouse-yard, and then ran into the yard. The hothouse-door Was opened, but 1 did not go in; I looked through the window, and saw the woman
lying down with a litle of her tongue out; it was asash-window [ looked through; I didnot see much of the woman, as there was a great number of people about her; the people
were making an uproar. Mr. Campbell, one of the book-keepers, after the gate was brokenppen and the busha in the hothouse, said, “If 1 was in Mr. Dovw’s place, f would take my
‘yonet and run through these people, for [have killed many a good siave in St. James,“ho was far better than these people.” Mr. Dow then ran up and took his gun, and a
154. constable,
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constable, named Thomas Gordon, went up and took it from him, The people were say-
ing, “It is a pretty piece of business that people should get killed without deserving it;”
they did not threaten Mr. Dow. The overseer said, when in the hothouse, “There is
nothing the matter with this woman 3” he meant that she was only making a sham. I wag
the person who came to Mrs. Clarke, the minister’s wife, and told her all about it, and she
took a note of it. I came down to mention the circumstance to the two gentlemen who
came from England, but they were gone. I heard thatMr. Dow offered 5. to make the
businessup. believe she lived about five weeks after the affair; [ don’t know how lon
the child lived. I heard that the husband of the woman went to Captain T. A. Dillon, but
I don’t know what he went about. The gate ef the hothouse is always locked up, and the
people also locked up in the hothouse; the door opens at six in the morning, and when
the overseer gets his breakfast at eight o'clock, by nineo'clock or sooner the hothouse and
the people are locked up again; they get their breakfast while they are out; it is opened
a little before five in the eveniag for them to get their supper, and they are locked up again
after five o’clock, or about sun-down, till the next day; if their families carry them anything
when the doors are locked, they cannot get in. The hothouse-woman, when she locks the
doors and gate, goes to the negro houses, 80 that if the busha comes when she is not
there, he can’t get in; if we have any family sick in the hothouse, we cannot go to give
them any nourishment, and they do not get any from the property. I saw Mr. Dow in the
evening of the affair; he appeared in liquor; Mr. Campbell was not.

John Hogg, Carpenter on Cave Valley ; sworn.

I was in my house, at supper, on the night of the accident, and heard a great noise;
I went out, and heard the people calling “ Murder!” in the yard. I went up, and saw the
hothouse-yard locked up; the people told me that Mr. Dow kicked Eliza Christie; they
could not get in, I went to the step with the people to busha. I saw busha with a light;
he had on his trousers and shirt; we assisted him, as he was lame; he went with us to
the hospital; the door of the hospital was open. Busha said, “ Let the people wait out-
side, nobody must come in; I will go and see what all this is about;” he then went in;
one of the constables stopped outside to keep out the crowd. The head-constable and
myself went in with busha. I saw the woman, and busha felt her hand, and said, “ Her
ulse is beating,” and desired me to feel her hand; I said, “ Yes, it is, but very slow.”

Busha used hartshorn to endeavour and recover her; when it was finished, he said to me,
*« Hogg, go to the house, and ask for the spirits of hartshorn;” I got it, and carried it to
the hospital. Busha threw some into a spoon and mixedit, and threw it down her throat;
her tongue was thena little out: he also mixed some in a pan head of water, and threw
it in her face, and she made a sigh. The busha said, “ Nobody must remain here, she is
getting better; nobody must remain here but the doctor-woman and midwife.’ The
eople were bouncing against the gate, when I came up, to break it open, and when the

Busha came up the book-keeper gave the key, and the gate was opened. [ did not see a
gun in Mr, Dow’s hand; the people said he had a gun,and the constable went and took it
away. I heard him say, when 1 came out, if the people did not go away, and stand up
and talk much there, he would powder-shot them. Isaw the woman after she came outof
the hospital. Some time afterwards, on a Thursday, I met her on a road between Barracks
and Cave Valiey; she said she was going to Barracks, about two miles and a half; she
walked very slow and stooping, as she was heavy with child. I saw her the next day, sitting
down, but 1 did not speak to her; the people said she had gone to Castleton with a paper.
I never saw her at that time with a load of provisions on her head; she might have had
strength or not, ] canuot say, I was before the coroner; I was asked the same questions
as I have been asked to-day. I related the same as I have done now; but I don’t know
the names of the gentlemen who were there the first time, The gate of the hothouse is
locked up all day. With regard to the hospital itself, the door is opened a quarter after
five in the morning, the people look about their breakfast, and after busha’s breakfast, and
sometimes before, the door is locked and the people putin, At four o’clock it is opened
again, and about half-past five, or five, or at any tine the book-keeper comes, whether the
victuals are dressed or not, the people are obliged to go in to be locked up again, They
never get time to come out at twelve o'clock; if you have any family there, you mast
carry whatever you wish to give them to the doctor-woman; she receives aud gives it,
and if she is not there you must wait or carry it away. The day the people come in, if
they are given emetic, rhubarbor jalap, they are locked up that day ; and the next day, if
the medicine is finished operating, they are locked up.

SaTurRDAY, 30 September 1837.

Dr. Johnson; sworn.
From the evidence of Eleanor Fisher, I think it impossible that the child could have been

in the position stated to have been found by her when she went to the hospital, without a
rupture of the womb, which must have produced speedy death; there might have been
a slight tumefaction about the stomach, caused by the womb pressing on the intestines
while she was lying down. With regard to the mark on the child, that might have been
produced from protracted labour, or violence during delivery; had it been the effect of a
blow, of such violence as stated, it might have caused either a rupture of the womb or
premature birth. Ido not think that iF the child had been in a natural position in the

wom),
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womb, that the wound could have been inflicted on the part described by the witness,
Eleanor Fisher.

Mr. Arkinstall, Overseer on Cave Valley; not sworn, but examined after the Evidence of
the other Witnesses had been read to him.

I was coming from the cattle-pen, when I heard a noise from the people; the sun was
down; it was about dusk when I heard the noise; I went into the outer door of the yard,
and saw the book-keeper and people just going into the hothouse; I saw the book-keeper
ut his hand upon somebody with a sort of push; Idid not go to the hothouse itself;
heard Fidelia Walker say that she had a pan of water on the fire; I directly said it was

time for all pans to be off the fire, and I took a stick and upset it; I then went away;
I heard them making a great noise in the hothouse, but I did not hear what they said;
I told the book-keeper to come away and lock the outer door, that is to say, the door of
the railing. I went into the house and was going to bed ; the book-keepers had got their
supper and gone away; I heard a terrible noise, and they came and told me that this
women was dead; I said I could not believe it, it was only a sham; they then made
halloobaloo, and broke the hothouse-door open; I called for a light, and put on my trou-
sers and shoes and went to the hospital ; I found the key of the yard-door was not wanted;
the book-keeper had the key, hut they had brcken the door and got in; the hothouse-
door was locked; I opened it and went in, and found the woman Jaying down on her
back ; her tongue was out; I sent for some hartshorn; in the meantime I had got a light;
I took hold of both her arms, and found her pulse perfectly good; I said to the woman
herself, “‘ What fun is this you are making, my woman? Nothing is the matter with you.”
In the meantime the hartshorn came; I put about two-thirds of a teaspoonful of hartshorn
in a teaspoon, and mixed it with some water and put it in her mouth ; I then mixed some
hartshorn and water in a pan, which I sprinkled with my fingers on her face; I also took
some hartshorn in a spoon, dipped my fingers in it and rubbed her temples; in the mean-
time I let one drop go into one of her eyes: she immediately set up a roaring, put her
tongue in, and turned herself on her side; I made the doctor-woman still keep on rubbing
her with alittle hartshorn and water; I staid there about a half or three-quarters of an
hour, and went away; I told the doctor-woman to remain there all night. ‘The midwife
was not at the hothouse at all when I was there; I never saw her there on the occasion,
nor never sent for her. The woman never spoke nor raised herself up, she only turned;
the next morning I went to the hothouse.

Eleanor Fisher, recalled-—1 am certain that the busha came down when the noise was
great; he went into the hothouse, and I went at the same timea little before him; busha
was rubbing the woman with bartshorn, and while he was doing that I stood up without
doing anything quite near him. All went in together, and before busha began to rub her
down with harishorn, I took the handkerchief off the doctor-woman’s head and tied round
Eliza Christie’s stomach, to make the child go down.
Mr. Arkinstall, in continuation—The midwife might have done what she said, but

I never saw her; I cannot say, but, to the best of my knowledge, I don’t think the doors
to the men and women’s apartments were locked. I heard the people talking about kicks,
but I saw none; I was not in the passage at all; I was outside. 1 did not consider that
the book-keeper was drunk on the night, neither was he sober; he was not incapable to do
his duty; he was dismissed a day or two after the inquest. Mr.Anderson, theattorney,
came the week following the inquest; I told him the circumstance, saying, I wished to
discharge him, and he advised me to do so. I told Dr. Anderson that the Negroes were
quite dissatisfied with him, and that I was not satisfied at any time with his general beha-
viour, and I thought it was necessary to discharge him. I sent to the coroner, on the
death of the woman, in conformity to the law, and, as something was the matter with him,
he sent to request me to get a magistrate to attend; I then merely got a few gentlemen, as
I could not get a magistrate, to see the body, who would have formed the jury had the
Coroner attended ; and after they had made a memorandum as to their opinion, finding the
negroes dissatisfied, [ sent for the coroner; no witnesses called upon that day. I might
have requested Captain T. A. Dillon to have attended as a magistrate, and I ought to have
done so, butI did not. The coroner came the next day after the meeting of the gentlemen;
the hothouse affair was made a special part of the inquiry; I was called upon to give evidence,
and stated all that 1 knew, and answered all the questions that were asked; but I do not
know whether I stated all that I have done here this day; I was never asked the question
as to the general repoit of the woman having received her injury from the kick, and I did
not think it necessary for me to say so; neither did I say anything about the sum offered
to make up the affair. I was asked no questions, therefore did not say anything. I do not
Tecollect whether Robert Morris was examined. The jury assembled between eleven and
twelve o’clock, and broke up between four and five o’clock. I did not hear of any differ-
ence of opinion among them; I sent for the people who were examined. About the third
day after, I went in at night to the hospital; Eliza Christie came to me and said, she
Wanted to go out, as she was coming close to her time. This was about the 19th of Octo-
et; she went out, and died about the 22d November. {was present when Margaret

Christie began to give her evidence, but not during the whole; in fact, the coroner would
hot allow me to stop. Dr. Tucker was not present at the coroner’s inquest, to my know-
edge; I did not see him, as I was not there the whole time; I did not send for Dr. Tucker
atall, The jurors sent for me, after I went away, to inquire what I knew about the matter
of the woman-in-the-hospital affair; I told them that it was a common talk among the
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negroes that the woman had received injury from the kick; I don’t swear that I said go,
1 did not send for Mr. Dow to be present at the inquest.
Mr. Joseph Isaacs, recalled—I am certain that Doctor Tucker was present on the day

of the inquest before the coroner. The jurors were Mr. Crosdale, of Cave River, who
was foreman; Mr. M‘Crone, overseer ofGreenock ; Mr. George Houghton Reid, of York
Valley; Mr. David Cammack, of Boroughbridge;Mr. William Wilson, of Arbuthnot; Mr,
Hymen Morris, of Mount Nebo; Mr. William Peart, overseer of May-day; Mr. James
Dougal, book-keeper on Aboukir; Mr. Elias Borough, and myself. “Mr. Crosdale, Mr,
Reid, Mr. Halsall, Mr. M‘Crone, and myself, were all who were present the first day.
Margaret Christie, John Hogg, Eleanor Fisher, Caroline Hall, and Mr. Arkinstall, were
there the first day and gave evidence, but of course were not sworn. Mr. Dow was there
all the time, but he was not examined the first day as far as I can recollect; he was also
there the whole time the second day, but [ am not certain whether he was examined, As
soon as the inquest assembled, Mr. Arkinstall was there from the commencement to the
close of the proceedings, to the best of my knowledge. Margaret Christie told the jurors
that her sister had received a kick, and the jurors then tried to find out if there was any
evidence to prove that such was the fact.

Q. Do you recollect whether Mr. Arkinstall was asked whether (after the evidencegiven
by Margaret Christie, with respect to the kick) he had brought forward every person who
could give evidence upon the subject?—Idon’t know whether he was asked that question,
but the question was asked, “Is there any more evidence?” This was asked by the jurors,
but I am not certain whether the question was put to Mr. Arkinstall; we looked round a
long time, and as no further evidence was adduced, we gave our verdict.

Did or did not the circumstance related respecting the kick, occupy the serious attention
of the jury ?-—No, it did not. Upon further consideration Mr. Isaacs said, “ Yes, it did,”
To Mr. Arkinstall. Were all the persons who happened to be in the hothouse as patients

on the evening of the alleged inquiry, sent for to give evidence before the jury ’—~They
were.

Who was it that called to you out of the hothouse on your going away, about the kick
Eliza Christie received ?—I do not know.
Was it Robert Morris ?—He is a forward man, as likely to be him as anybody.
How many men were in the hospital on the night in question ?—I think it was two.
Was Robert Morris one of them ?-—He was.
Was Robert Morris sent for to give evidence on the inquest ?~-Yes, he was sent for;

but I do not know whether he gave evidence or not.
Robert Morris being a busy, forward man, was it not likely, as he was in the hothouse,

that he would know as much of the affair as anybody ?-—-Yes.
Was Fidelia Walker in the hospital at the time of the kick ; and was she sent for togive

evidence ?—She was in the hothouse and was sent for; but whether she came and gave her
evidence I do not know.
Mr. Arkinstall said, I remember seeing the book-keeper, Mr. Dow, wrestling for a gun

with Thomas Gordon, and J took it away from both; it was not loaded. I heard the
book-keeper say that Gordon went into his room and took it away, but I do not know
whether such was the fact; the people on the day of the inquest all came about the house
where it was held after shell-blow for dinner, and they went to the field again on shell
turn out.

Henry Gordon, House Servant at Cave Valley; sworn.
I came in with master about five o’clock in the evening of the affair in the hothouse,

and was minding the horses in the stables. 1 was in the negro house when the noise was
made; I did not come up, nor I did not see anything of the affair.

Tuespay, 26 September 1837.

Dr. Samuel Tucker;sworn.

I attended an inquest at Cave Valley, by request of Doctor Anderson. I did not see
the body; it was an adjourned inquest, and the body had been interred when I arrived;
from what was related to me, the woman must have died while giving birth to a child,
from mismanagement; the child lived some eight or ten days afterwards; I did not see
the child, but I was told that it was healthy. The woman had been in the hospital some
weeks before delivery, and went out; | did not see her for some weeks previously to
delivery; she never complained to me. Some of the people in the hospital said that she
had been kicked bya book-keeper a month or six weeks before delivery; others affirmed
that she had not. Had she received a kick, as'stated, premature labourwould have imme-
diately taken place. Several of the people who were in the hospital were examined, but
they did not agree in their testimony. The doctor-woman, Caroline Hall, was examined,
but 1 do not know what was the nature of her evidence; I do not know that any evidence
was given as to the mark of a kick. The doctor-woman was removed in consequence of
fault having been found with her by Mr. Arkinstall for not attending properly to her
duties;she never complained to me about the effects of any blow in her stomach; she Is
now in the field in the great gang, and had been a doctor-woman for several years.

I have seen the treadmill at St. Ann’s Bay, and concur in the opinion expressed by
my brother, that no pregnant women ought to be worked on it.

In conclusion, I beg to assure the Court, that in no instance whatever have I refused ‘o
atten
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attend to free children who have been brought to me. I have always been ready to

examine them and give them whatever medicines I thought requisite, and I have frequently
made up the medicines myself.

I think, from my knowledge as a medical gentleman, that the population of this district
must be increasing.

Monpay, 2d October 1837.

Letitia Campbell, Apprentice to Cave Valley; sworn.

I was in the hothouse the night that Eliza Christie got hurt; I was quite sick, lying
down, and [ heard somebody tumble down ; I got up and called to Robert Morris to light the
lamp, and see what was the matter with the woman, and call for the midwife. I did not
say she was dying. The men’s room was not locked. The woman did not say anything;
she laid down quite silent on the ground; her feet were towards the door, and the head
inwards. I don’t know what was the cause of her tumbling down. When the people
came in, lights were brought, and the busha and the midwife came in. The boy from the
buckra’s huuse carried the light in. It was Mr. Dow that was fighting to lock the door.
I was in the corner, quite sick myself, and did not see what was going on. When the
busha and the midwife came in, they moved the woman from the door-mouth, and I saw
the midwife take the handkerchief and lash the stomach down, which was swelled; I also
saw her tongue out above lips. I saw her after that; she remained some time in the hot-
house, and went out and left me there. On the night that the affair took place there was
a woman, named Jane Williams, who knew about it. I heard people talk that Mr. Dow
kicked the woman, but I was so sick myself, thar I could not take notice of anything that
happened. I am quite certain that Robert Morris brought the light into the woman’s.
room before the busha came. When busha came in, he said, “ Don’t make too much
noise; nothing is the matter with the woman.” I heard the people cry out before the
busha came, and immediately after the woman tumbled, “Mr. Dow has kicked the
woman.” I heard Robert Morris say, when the busha was on his way coming in, “ Lord,
oh! poor girl, her tongue is out of her mouth; she is going to die.” I did not go near
to the woman myself, but sat up and saw the state she was in. I don’t know that the
busha was with Mr. Dow when he came to lock the door, but I heard when he wasfight-
ing with the woman to lock the door. I heard the woman beg the book-keeper not to
lock the door; and he said he could not keep it open, that busha had ordered him to lock
it. Robert Morris never called to me to hail the busha, nor did I hail him; it was Jane
Williams that hallooed out, crying that Mr. Dow had kicked Eliza Christie. She kept on
giving this out, and the people came up.
Note.—This woman gave her evidence in a confused manner.

Tuespay, 3d October 1837.

Thomas Gordon, Blacksmith on Cave Valley.

I remember being at the hothouse on the evening that Eliza Christie got hurt. I did
not go inside. When I went the door of the hothouse was locked. WhenI saw the
people running, and heard that Mr. Dow had killed the woman, I went up; the people
were inside the yard, but I did not know how it was opened. The morning after, Isaw that
it was broken open. The outside door of the hothouse has a padlock on it, and each of
the other doors inside (say of the apartments of the men and women), had also a padlock,
and not a stocklock, on it. The outside gate hada stocklock on it. After the uproar,
I saw the bookkeeper, Mr. Dow, with a gun in his hand. He had the key in his pos--
session previously to this, which he gave lo the busha, who desired him to go to his room
and make himself easy. It was after this that he came out of his room with the gun in
his hand; he came down with it, and the people all called out, “ There is Mr. Dow with a
gun in his hand.” I then went and took it away from him.
On a question from the Court, whether Mr. Dow was then sober? witness replied, “ I

can’t say whether he was rightly suber; but sometimes in the evening he always has a
little grog.” When I went to take the gun from him he struggled to keep it. I don’t
know whether it was loaded. After taking it from him, he went back to his room and
began feeling about, as if looking for something; and I then carried the gun to the busha’s
house. Busha went at that time in a room getting some medicine. Mr. Dow followed
me, and struggled again to get possession of the gun. I said I would not give it to him,
but busha. In tying to get possession of the gun he fell down. Busha came out and
said, “‘ Give me the gun.” I did so, and he putitaway, After this [ heard Mr. Campbell
say, “ What are these negroes doing here? They had better go away, for I have seen in
Saint James’s better negroes than them shot in martial law;” buat I did not hear him sav
anything to Mr. Dow about shooting them. When everything was done I went into thie
hothouse room, and heard the busha desire the hothouse to be cleared, and nobody left
there but the doctor-woman and midwife, so that air may getin. I did not go very near
to the woman myself, and I did not hear anything particular said of the cause of her illness.
Tsaw her after she came from the hothouse; she was sitting down near the trashhouse,
and appeared as women generally do when heavily advanced in pregnancy. 1 was not
called to give evidence at tlie inquest, but I believe that John Hogg was. Ido not re-
member particularly who were called. I was near the house when the inquest was held ;.
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it was not over when the people drew off work in the evening. I did not see any of the
people go about the house during the day. I did not remain at the house where I wag
working at shell-blow. I did not see Mr.Arkinstall come out to go to the field; and}
think, if he had, that I must have seen him. Mr. Arkinstall came out in the evening into
the passage to give orders to the people as usual, and I do not think that ihe inquest was
over at that time. I do not remember seeing the doctor on the day of the inquest; but he
might have been there without my seeing him.

(See Enclosure for copy of coroner’s inquest.)

Wepnespay, 4th October 1837.

Mr. George Halsall, Overseer on Aboukir; sworn,

I remember being at an inquest on a female at Cave Valley; the body was so offensive
that I did not examine it particularly. I was there on both days, but I am not certain
whether it was the first or second day that I saw the body. Mr. Rose, the coroner, was
there the first day; I am certain of that; he was there also the second day. The jury
could not go through their business the first day, having met late, and it was adjourned unul
the next day, when the same jury met between nine and ten o’clock, and closed proceedings
about noon; it was pretty early, as I sat the same day on another inquest, to which I was
summoned on my way home. Evidence was before the jury that the deceased had
cohabited with the book-keeper, Mr. Dow, and that, in a dispute between them, he had
kicked her. Such is the impression on my mind now; but [ wish to be understood as
speaking doubifully. This evidence was given by a negro woman, who spoke of it pas-
sionately; but I am not certain as to whether she had spoken of it as within her own
knowledge. I think that the inquest was adjourned in consequence of the number of wit-
nesses to be examined, who might have exceeded half a dozen, but not more than ten.
I do not recollect whether any of the people who were in the hospital at the time, with the
exception of the ductor-woman, were examined. There was not anything like a numerous
assemblage of negroes around the overseer’s house during the holding of the inquest. It
appeared to me that the investigation was full, and that there was no appearance of any of
the witnesses having been kept back. I remember that one of the relatives of tne deceased
ave evidence, but whether she was the person who I have said spoke passionately or not

T cannot tell. She attributed the death of the deceased to the kick. The kick received
by the deceased was not denied. The circumstance of the kick occupied much of the
attention of the jurors, and made a serious impression on my own mind. Doctor Tucker
was in attendance, but whether on both days or one, and which of the days, I cannot say.
When a witness was dismissed, the question was asked, “Is there any other evidence?”
This is the usual rule, and I have no recoilection of its being departed from. I should
think it probable that this question was put to Arkinstall. The verdict was unanimous,
and the jury principally guided in their decision by the evidence of Doctor Tucker.
Mr. Arkinstall was backwards and forwards during the investigation, and [ have no recol-
lection of his being ordered by the coroner to withdraw. I took down the evidence
decidedly on the first day, and my impression is that I carried it through the second day.
I am almost confident that I did so.

 

Jamaica, ss. St.Ann’s.

COPY OF EVIDENCE!

Taken on an Inquest held on the Body of an Apprentice, named Eliza Christie, at Cave
Valley, on the 26th and 27th November 1835.

Eleanor Fisher, being duly sworn, deposes that on Sunday last, while she was getting the
overseer’s dinner, she was sent for, as she acts as midwife, to Eliza Christie, who was in
travail; could not go immediately, but went soon afterwards; found that thechild was
born, and that her aid did not appear to be requisite. Witness afterwards saw Lucinda
gathering herbs for the woman (deceased),-as she said that the after-birth had not come
away. Witness then went to assist, but was too late, as the after-birth did not come
away. The mother of the deceased told deponent that the pains of labour came on on
Saturday night; and on deponent’s asking her, “ Why she had not at once sent for her?”
she replied that “ it was raining;” to which witness replied, “ WasI sugar or salt, I would
have gone if I had been called.” Witness then asked Margaret Christie, sister to the
deceased, why she had not called her? Her reply was, that “ her mother had kept every-
thing to herself.” Deponent applied such remedies as appeared to be necessary, but in
vain. Deceased died in the presence of deponent, The child, amale, is still living.

er
(signed) Eleanor x Fisher. (1.8)

mark,
Caroline Hall, being duly sworn, deposes that she is doctress, or hospital-attendant, and

heard the midwife, on leaving the house of the deceased, say that Eliza Christie was dead.
Deponent expressed her surprise, the child having been born some hours;went (0 the

ouse
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house of the deceased, and found her body quite cold. Deceased, about a month pre-
viously to her lying-in, applied to the overseer for time to procure necessaries (meaning to
be excused from work), which was granted. Deponent saw the child, who was quite
hearty; went with the book-keeper, Mr, Campbell, to see the deceased.

er
(signed) Caroline x Halil. (1.s.)

mark,

Margaret Christie, being duly sworn, deposes, that she is sister to the deceased. About
two months since, she was called to see the deceased in the hospital; went, but could not
obtain immediate access, the outer-gate being locked: was again called, hearing that her
sister was not likely to live; applied to the overseer for the key of the gate, but was
refused. Heard people in the hospital cry out that her sister had been kicked by Mr. Dow;
this occurred at night; that deceased entered the hospital on Friday, and left it (at her own
request) on the Sunday following. Deceased went home ; being pregnant, was not required
to do any work until she lay in. That Mr. Dow had given her (deponent) an order on Mr,
Joseph Isaacs for 3, as a compromise for a kick, which she heard that her sister had
received from him; deponent had previously applied to the special justice (Mr. Dillon) to
investigate the assault; that he gave her a letter to the overseer, which she delivered. On
the Friday previous to the deceased lying-in, deponent gave her the order, which she (the
deceased) took to Mr. Isaacs, at Castleton. On Sunday, deponent’s mother sent for her,
saying that her sister (the deceased) was in labour; the infant was born in the presence of
deponent; deceased fainted, but soon recovered. The midwife did come immediately, but
on coming, asked deponent’s mother ‘‘ Why she had not been summoned earlier?” to
which she replied, “ That she did not think the case so urgent, that the midwife did her
utmost, but could not succeed; and the after-birth did not come away.

is
(signed) Margaret + Christie, (.s.)

mark.

Peggy Christie, being duly sworn, deposes, that she is the mother of the deceased; she
fully corroborates the evidence of the preceding witness in every particular. And further
states, that on the Friday previous to the deceased lying-in, she (the deceased) did of her
own accord take and present to Mr. Isaacs, at Castleton, an order given to her by Mr.
Dow, for goods to the amount of 3 /., as a compromise for the assault, which Mr. Dow had
committed on the person of the deceased. hi

is
(signed) Peggy + Christie, (1.s.)

mark.

John Hogg, being duly sworn, deposes, that about three weeks prior to the lying-in of
the deceased, he was alarmed in the night, by an outcry that Eliza Christie was dead.
Deponent went to the hospital with the overseer, who gave her spirits of hartshorn, and she
recovered; on the following morning she left the hospital. On the Thursday previous to
her death, deponent saw the deceased on the road to Cave River, and she did not appear
to have any ailment. When deponent went to the hospital with the overseer, he asked
what was the matter with Eliza Christie; and was told that she had been kicked by Mr.
Dow. Deponent saw the deceased on Friday evening last, on berreturn from Castleton.

is
(signed) John + Hogg, (1.s.)

mark,

Adam Arkinstall (overseer of Cave Valley), being duly sworn, deposes, that about the
21st of October he visited the hospital as usual at night, to see the door locked; some of
the inmates (the deceased and others), refusing to be confined. The book-keeper, Mr.
Dow (whose duty it was to lock the hospital at night), did push some one in the crowd,
as did the constable, but who were so pushed, deponent could not discriminate, it being
about dusk. Three days subsequently, the deceased came to deponent, stating that she
Was within a month of her confinement, and applied for that time to prepare for her delivery,
which leave was granted. At that time, deceased did not appear to have sustained any
injury ; and deponent did not see her again until after her death, nor was he made aware of
her lying-in until then. .

(signed) Adam Arkinstall,

Joseph Isaacs, being duly sworn, deposeth, that on Friday the 2oth instant, Eliza Christie,
an apprentice to Cave Valley, presented to him at Castleton, an order drawn by Mr. Dow,
in her favour, for merchandize to the amount of 31.; that at that time she appeared far
advanced in pregnancy; was cheerful and laughing.

(signed) Joseph Isaacs, (1. 8.)

Samuel Tucker, m.p., being duly sworn, deposes, that he is medical practitioner for Cave
Valley, but was not present at the delivery of Eliza Christie; thinks it probable that she
died (as often occurs) from internal hemorrhage.

In reply to the question, “ What would be the probable effects of a woman, far advanced
154. in
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in pregnancy, receiving a blow or kick in the belly? states, that the probable effects
would be premature child-birth, and the infant would be materially injured.

(signed) Samuel Tucker, M.D.

The foregoing evidence was taken at Cave Valley on the 26th, and (by adjournment) the
27th of November 1835, before me,

(signed) S. W. Rose, (1.s.)
Coroner of St. Ann’s,

The following communications relative to the inquest held at Cave Valley, on the body
of Eliza Christie, were forwarded to the Commissioners at Falmouth from St. Ann’sBay,
by S. W. Rose, Esq., coroner of the parish of St. Ann’s, to whom the evidence taken on
that case was submitted, at the time of the sitting of the Commission at St. Ann’sBay.

Sir, Farm, St. Ann’s, October 14, 1837,
Conformably to my promise, I transmit copies of letters respecting the inquest at Cave

Valley, on the 26th and 27th of November 1835, which will show the cause of its not
being sooner held. Having carefully revised the depositions which I took on that occas
sion, 1 must request that you will again refer to those of Margaret Christie (sister of the
deceased), of Peggy Christie (mother of the deceased), and of John Hogg; the first of
whom states, that on the Friday previous to tie deceased lying-in, deponent gave her the
order which she (the deceased) took to Mr. Isaacs at Castleton; the second, that on the
Friday previous to the deceased lying-in, she (the deceased) did, of her own accord, take
and present to Mr. Isaacs, at Castleton, an order given her by Mr. Dow for 3 2.; and the
third, that on Thursday previous to her death he saw the deceased on the road to Cave
River, who did not appear to have any ailment; and further, that he saw the deceased on
Friday evening last on her return from Casileton, which fully corroborates the evidence of
Mr. Isaacs, and proves that the deceased had two days before her death gone to Castleton,
a distance of more than two miles, upona steep hill. As to the discrepancy between his
deposition which I took, and that taken by you (with a perusal of which youpolitely
favoured me), I think that you, and any other impartial judge, will agree with me in
opinion that more credit ought to be given to a deposition relative to any case made on the
sixth day after it occurred, than the one after a lapse of nearly two years. The only cause,
therefore, to which I can in common charity attribute the above-mentioneddiscrepancy,
is the memory of Mr, Isaacs having failed him.

I have, &e.
George Gordon, Esq., &c. &e. (signed) S. W. Rose, Coroner,

Sir, Cave Valley, Nov. 22, 1835.
A woman has died suddenly in child-bed ; your attendance is, therefore, required to hold

an inquest as soon as possible on the body.
Iam, &e.

S. W. Rose, Esq. (signed) Adam Arkinstall.

Sir, St. Ann’s Bay, Nov. 23, 1835.
In reply to your letter of yesterday, I am to inform you that a woman's dying in child-

birth is not a subject for an inquest, unless that had been caused by an accident or act of
violence, neither of which huve you stated to have been the case.

I remain, &c.
Mr. Arkinstall. (signed) S. W. Rose.

Sir, Cave Valley, Nov. 24, 1835.
Your favour Ihave duly received, and beg leave to observe, that the Negroes are

quite dissatisfied, and request that you will come as soon as possible to view the body.
The body has been seen by the following gentlemen: viz., Thomas Crosdaile, Joseph Isaacs,
Elias Borough, R. W. Linton, and Hyman Morris,

S. W. Rose, Esq. Tam, &c.
(signed) Adam Arkinstall.

Sir, Farm, Nov, 25, 1835.
I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, and I repeat (as I stated, in reply to your

letter of the 22d instant), that a woman’s dying in child-birth is not a subject for an inquest,
unless there were grounds for suspecting that the pains of labour were brought on by some
accident or act of”violence, of neither of which you make the slightest mention, nor have
you made any such representation in your letter by the bearer. As you state, however,
that the “ Negroes on the estate are quite dissatisfied,” (on what account you have left me
to guess), 1 think it probable that there may be grounds for inquiry, and I am surprised
that you did not immediately, on hearing from me, send for the nearest magistrate to officiate,
in order to prevent a further loss of time. As that, however, has not been done, I shall use
my best endeavour to be at Cave Valley to-morrow forenoon, and I hope that you will lose
n0 time in sending for a medical man, whose attendance is indispensably necessary.

I am, &e.
Mr. Arkinstall, (signed) S. W. Rose.
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My dear Anderson, St. Ann’s Bay, Nov. 23, 1835.
Having on my way from Mount Pleasant received a letter from Mr. Arkinstall, stating

ihat a woman belonging to Cave Valley had died in child-birth, and requiring my attendance
to hold an inquest, [ have written to him, that, according to his statement of the case, it
qvas not a fit subject for one. Were I hold to inquests, in such cases, I shouldjustly be
accused of imposing on the public.

In haste, I remain, &c.
John Anderson, Esq., Wilton. (signed) S. W. Rose.

 

Enclosure 21, in No. 50.

Susan White’s Case, of Dunbarton.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

Taken at Brown’s Toxn, in St. Ann’s Parish, in the case of an Apprenticed Labourer to
Dunbarton Estate, named Susan White.

SaturpDAy, 23 September 1837.

Susan White, Apprentice to Dunbarton; sworn.

I RECOLLECT being sent to the workhouse; I was chained to Amelia Lawrence; I was
five months advanced in pregnancy when I was sent to the workhouse, and mischanced
two months after I came out. [Witness here detailed the treatment she received in the
workhouse, for which, see page 33 of evidence relating to the narrative.] I went out of
the workhouse on a Sunday, and returned home; I had agreat painin my hip, and it took
me Monday or Tuesday before I could reach home. I could not walk fast in consequence
of the injury I received in my hip, and elsewhere, in the workhouse. When I got home my
face was all swelled, and | complained to Mr. Mallett, the busha, that I was sick, but he
ordered me out to work; next day I went to the workhouse; Dr. Edward Tucker attends
Dunbarton. Istopped in the hothouse two or three days, and they turned me out. My
jaw still continued to hurt me, and I didn’t know what to do with it; at last I went to
the doctor; I did not see him at his house, but met him on my way back; he gave me a
note to busha, who allowed me to go to the hothouse. It was two weeks before Christ-
mas when I went out of the workhouse; I was in the hothouse when I was seized with
pains, and [ mischanced there in the month of February. After that my jaw got very bad
indeed. Some of the people said to me, “ Your face is burning.” In spite of this I was
turned out to work. As the jaw got worse and worse I complained to Dr. Tucker, who
said he would speak to busha; he did so, and I was sent to the hospital, where my jaw
worked out, until the doctor was forced to cut the part away that was hanging loose.
The pains in my jaw only commenced after I came out of the workhouse; I never‘had any
pains there before; I never took any calomel to affect my jaw; nothing ever troubled it
until I came out of the workhouse ; I have never been well from that time until last month.
[Witness then went into a further detail of the discipline of the workhouse, and related
sundry instances of the libidinous dispositions of the drivers and boatswains, for which,
see continuation of her evidence, in page 33 of the testimony taken in relation to the nar-
rative of James Williams.] I shall now state why I was sent to the workhouse; the first
timeIwas in the hospital, and the negroes in the field had done a bad day’s work, Mr.
Turner, the master, was there, and told them that sooner than take them to the niagistrate,
if they would give him one day in payment he would be satisfied, as that would be better
than losing five days, which the magistrate would sentence them to. On the day that
they worked (the day for the bad work), I came out of the hospital, and the overseer
ordered me to go and work with them; I told him that I had nothing to do with it, as I
Was not with the people when they did the bad work. I therefore refused to go, and went
tomy ground. I told busha that I had just come out of the hothouse, and as the day was
mine, 1 must go to my ground to get victuals for my children; that I had not made any
agreement with the rest to pay back any day; I have had seven children; three of them
are now alive, After my mischance I went so soon into the field that I took a cold, and
was obliged to take a great quantity of physic; the driver then put me to cut chop-chops,
and I told him that that was the work T cught to have been put to at first, as | was sick
80 long. I had a hen which got into the cane piece; I sent my little son to look after it,
and as he did not return soon, I went tolook for him; a boy, by the name of Henry James,
ran and told him that I was coming to look for him, which so alarmed him that he jumped
over a high wall, and frightened me a great deal. I found fault with Henry James for
alarming my child; and as I spoke to him rather loud, the lad’s parents got vexed and
asked me what right I had to be there from my house. We got speaking together, and
busha sent down to ask what the noise was about. Henry James’s uncle, who was the
Oatswain, said that it was me making it, and the overseer sent to desire him to bring me

up. On going up I spoke to the busha, and he ordered me into the dungeon. I asked
the boatswain, before putting me into the dungeon, to allow me to go to my house and

ck my door, as it was open, and he consented; but I had scarce got there when the
book-keeper and two constables came up, and had me sent to the dungeon and locked up.
T remained there till next morning (Saturday) when I was carried before Mr. Rawlinson
at Brown’s Town, who tried me, and sent me to the workhouse for 10 days, to be placed
on the treadmill twice a day.

i

ihe

Question
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Question at instance of Mr. Mallet, the Overseer—When the noise was making in the
yard, and the boy was sent to desire you to come to me, did you not refuse ?—The boy
never came to me, but went to the boatswain, and said I was to go up; I then said “ Hi}
how can that be, when I have not done anything?” 1, however, was going along, and on
my way the boy returned, and said, that busha desired me to be brought up by two negro
men, if I wouldn’t come; I objected to go at first.
When you went to the overseer’s house, did he desire you to be put in the dungeon ?—

Overseer said I must be locked up. ;
Mr, Mallet, in explanation, said, that he was not aware that the witness had been out

of the hospital; he desired the constable to put her back, and she refused to go; he then
ordered her to be locked up in the hospital, and be taken to Brown’s Town on thefollowing
day. It was usual to lock up the hospital at night, except when any person was there
who was seriously ill. ;
On a question by Mr. Mallett, through the Court, Susan White said, “1 don’t remember

that Dr. Tucker saw me when I first was sent to light work.” In reply to another question,
she said, “I did not tell either Mr. Rawlinson or the overseer that I was with child when
I was sent to the workhouse. The midwife, Elizabeth Redwar, Mrs. Gale, Kleanor Redwar,
Jane Lynch, and Patience Lawrence, were all aware of the mischance which I had.”

Mr. John More, Book-keeper on Dunbarton; sworn.

On the night before the delivery of Susan White, Dr. Tucker came to the property and
prescribed 10 grains of Dover’s powders for her; I told her, “ you have takena great
quantity of strong medicine, and I suspect that you are with child ;” 1n fact, I did not like to
give her so much physic. She said, that she was not pregnant, but believed that she was
getting dropsical. If the doctor had known that she was pregnant, I don’t think that he
would have given her such strong medicine; her legs and thighs were much swollen.
I locked the hothouse, and the next morning the doctor-woman came and said to me,
“ What do you think?Susan White has a child! Everybody, even her own brother, was
surprised atit.” The overseer ordered rice, flour, sugar, and every other necessary for her;
and the doctor saw her two or three days afterwards and administered medicine. At the
time that the negroes entered into the compromise, the magistrate had sentenced them to
pay back three days, but Mr. Turner said if they would give him back one day he would
be satisfied. Susan White was positively not then in the hospital; she was planting
stock-canes with the pregnant women ; no occurrence of the same nature ever took place
a second time. All the people were not brought up before the special magistrate, only
some of them. The head driver and the secund driver were sent for, and examined ; and
the gang was sentenced to the loss by Mr. Rawlinson to pay back three days; the whole
ang was not present at the trial. On one Saturday morning the people were at work,
ve were absent; Susan White was one of them, and came about seven o’clock; she then
began to abuse the driver; she ask’d what right he had to order her out to work; that
she was in the hospital, and would not work for anybody ; I told her, “ You may go away,
I don’t care whether you work or not;” I told her so because I did not wish to hear any
of her abuse; she had been at work on the Friday; she is in general a very turbulent
woman, one of the most turbulent on the property. When the overseer was in town, the
second driver said that he could not get any work from her, but that instead of tying canes
she was abusing everybody. I went to the field, and told her brother, who was the head
driver; he said that he did not know what to do with her; this was after her return from
the workhouse when she had been injured by the fall; that same week she complained
much of her jaw to me, and Doctor Tucker ordered her to wash it with alum and water;
I don’t know whether he had performed any operation on it. When persons on the pro-
perty came to the overseer with complaints of toothache, he generally gave them liberty to
go to Orange Valley and get the teeth drawn by a black man there. Susan White was in
and out of the hospital frequently.

In reply to a question from Mr. Mallett, proposed through the Court, Mr. More said,
that at the time of the quarrel, last year, July, he did not hear the overseer give any orders,
but he understood that the order was to lock up Susan White in the hospital ; he was told
so by the boatswain, who is third constable. This was about dusk, and it was exactly nine
o’clock when she was put in the dungeon. During the interval she madea great conten-
tion with the constable. Witness said, ‘“‘ What are you going on in this manner for?” At
this time I found her standing against the door, setting the constable apparently at defiance ;
she said to me, “ As you have cume for me, I will go.”

M. Mallett, Overseer of Dunbarton; sworn.

When Susan White returned from the workhouse, I did not see anything materially the
matter with her. I never heard of her having fallen off the mill until a long while after.
When she returned home she suid that she was sick ; I told ker you may either go to work
or to the hothouse ; you have your choice; it was a long while before she complained of
her jaw; it was more than a month, considerably more. At the commencement of the

complaint in the jaw, Dr, Tucker said he thought that the disease proceeded from the
inumense quantity of calomel she had taken; I was not aware of her being ina state of
pregnanry ; 1 knew nothing of it until after I heard that she had been delivered ; her health
vefore she went to the workhouse was good, but she was exceedingly fond of going to the

hothouse;
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hothouse; she would take any quantity of medicine provided she was allowed to go to the
thouse.
a More recalled.—I am aware that Susan White took calomel every time that the
doctor prescribed it. At the time that she first complained of her jaw, she told me that
she had been at a dance, and that Archibald Campbell’s wife was jealous of, and had been
quarrelling with her; perhapsthe Court would inquire of her where she was that night;
she might probably have received the injury that night in her jaw. I do not know that
she was dancing, but I am aware of the quarrel. I never heard Susan White say that her
jaw had been broken by the constable, William Redwar.

The Rev. B. B. Dexter, Baptist Minister; sworn.

The statement respecting Susan White’s first commitment was written by me, and sent to
his Excellency the Governor, it was taken from her own mouth with one exception, and that
relates to her pregnancy ; she did not understand the question that I put to her on the sub-
ject. When she got out of the room in which I wrote her statement, she asked a person stand-
ing by what it was that minister said respecting the pregnancy. When she was told, theanswer
she returned, as I was informed, was, that she was seven months gone, and that she was
delivered ofa child the day she returned from the workhouse. Whether she made this
statement herself, or whether a mistake was made in the delivery of it to me, I don’t know.
Patience White mentioned to me, that on the night of the controversy her busha had
ordered Susan White to go to the hospital, and that she refused; then it was that she was
ordered into the dungeon ; that the overseer had sent for her to know what business she
had where she was quarrelling, when he thought that she was in the hothouse; that she
refused to go to Mr. Mallett, till he sent down to say that if Lynch did_ not bring her up
he would have him, Lynch, put into the dungeon, and taken to: Brown’s Town. On Lynch
replying that he could not bring her up, he was ordered to get assistance, and she then
went quietly up; that Mr. Mallett was going to have her locked up in the hospital, but as
she refused to go, and was trying to get away, she was then sent to the dungeon. The
next morning she was taken before Mr. Rawlinson, who, on hearing the evidence, sen-
tenced her to 10 days on the treadmill and hard labour. This case is attested by
Patience White and Alexander Lynch, the constable.

Mr. Adam Gunn, Overseer of Tobolski; sworn.

I was formerly the overseer of Dunbarton estate; I was overseer there for 12 years, and
left in 1831. I knew Susan White; I considered that she had a good character at that
time, in consequence of having come from a very decent family. I took her into the house,
but her temper was such thatI was under the necessity to turn her out of it; she was then
sent to the field; she was the principal instigator of all quarrels, Her father and mother
were very good people; indeed her father was head-ranger, and from what I knew ofhim and
the mother I was induced to take Susan White into the house. I could not keep her in
the house from her conduct and bad disposition. She was not punished much; I found
that neither kindness nor harshness were available in subduing her temper.

SaturpDay, 30 September 1837.

Adolphus Redwar, Constable on Dunbaiton; sworn.

I remember when the people were doing bad work on the property; Master William
Turner came to the property, and said that he would agree to take a day from them instead
oftaking them to the magistrate. Susan White said she had no right to pay the day, as
she was in the hothouse and had not missed any day.

William Redwar, Apprentice to Dunbarton ; sworn.

_ Lremember the day that insufficient was done; Susan White was in the field; she was
in the field, and had been in the hothouse before that, but had been at work for two days
after being turned out of the hospital. The work complained of occupied the gang about
a week, and she was desired, with the rest, to pay back a whole day, which she refused;
a complaint was afterwards made to the magistrate against the whole gang, and he sen-
tenced them to pay back the time lost, which was estimated by good judges to be three
days. Only one day was paid, and the people were never called upon to pay any more.
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(No. 209.) —No. 51.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. p.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 February 1838.
I wave received your despatch, No. 210, of the 13th November, trans.

mitting minutes of proceedings under a commission which you had appointed
to investigate, in pursuance of my instructions, the complaints stated in
‘‘A Narrative of Events, since the Ist of August 1834, by James Williams, an
Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica.” Ihave also received your despatch, No. 213,
of the same date, transmitting copies of the minutes of evidence taken by
your desire before the same commissioners, on certain additional complaints of
severity or cruelty preferred against Mr. Rawlinson, late special magistrate at
Brown’s Town, St. Ann’s.

The voluminous nature of the evidence taken before the commissioners, and
which of course required to be minutely considered, prevented my immediately
replying to your despatches on this painful subject, and even now I am unable
by the present mail to enter at length into many of the points which are raised
by this inquiry, or to inform you of the precise nature of the remedy which
must be applied to abuses such as those which have been brought to light by the
result of this investigation. Having, however, given an attentive consideration
to the report of the proceedings in these cases, 1 cannot delay to convey to you
my entire approval of your immediate suspension of Mr. Rawlinson. Although
the commissioners state that he will probably forward some explanations direct
to yourself on such parts of his official conduct as he may deem most to
require them, I find that he had the opportunity of offering to the com-.
missioners any statements or evidence in his own justification, but that he
declined to do so. His conduct must therefore be judged by the result of the
evidence as it was taken; and as I see no ground whatever to justify any
reasonable doubts of the general accuracy of the conclusion at which the
commissioners arrived, or, consequently, of the unfitness of Mr. Rawlinson
for the office which he has unfortunately so long held. I have no hesitation
in confirming his suspension, and directing the revocation of his commission.
It is a matter of deep regret that his misconduct was not sooner brought
under the notice of the executive government, for I am confident that if either
the Marquis of Sligo or yourself had possessed any information of the gross
mal-administration of the law of which Mr. Rawlinson appears to have
been guilty, an inquiry would immediately have been instituted, and much of
the suffering and oppression which has been inflicted through his agency, or
with his concurrence, would thus have been prevented. You state, indeed, in your
despatch, No. 210, that Mr. Rawlinson’s conduct to James Williams had been
previously reported to this office by Lord Sligo, but, after the most diligent
search, I have been unable to trace any such report among the records of the
office. It is true, indeed, that in March 1836, Lord Sligo brought to my notice
an adjudication by Mr. Rawlinson, in the case of James Rattray, of Owen’s, upon
which Lord Sligo very properly thought it his duty to animadvert as illegal and
open to just censure ; but in reporting that case to me, your predecessor expressed
his conviction that Mr. Rawlinson’s conduct on that occasion had evidently
arisen from a mistake, and, owing to the high opinion which he expressed of Mr.
Rawlinson, I was induced, at his Lordship’s suggestion, toabstain from any further
interference in the matter. The following are the terms in which Lord Sligo
then expressed himself to me with reference to Mr. Rawlinson: “ There cannot
be a more honest or upright gentleman than Mr. Rawlinson, one more attentive to
his duties, or to appearance possessed of more common sound good sense.”

The despatch from which these words are extracted contains the only specific
allusion to Mr. Rawlinson’s conduct which I have been able to trace in the
correspondence with your predecessor or yourself. The result of the present
inquiry affords a lamentable proof that, even with the vigilance which I am well
aware has been invariably exercised both by Lord Sligo and yourself, practices
unwarranted by law, and wholly opposed to the letter and spirit of the instructions
under which the special magistrates act, have been carried on unknown to the
local government, and consequently, for a length of time, without reaness.

nder
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Under the conviction that, to a certain extent, this evil was unavoidable, I have,
not only in the case of Williams, but invariably, transmitted to the local govern-
ment for investigation, every charge which has been placed in my hands,
from whatever quarter, of mal-administration of the law ; and I confess I deeply
regret that the circumstances which have led to the present inquiry, instead of
having been brought under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government for the first
time in a pamphlet printed and circulated in this country, were not fully
stated to you in Jamaica when they first came to the knowledge of the
parties, through whom they have at last happily transpired. Had this course been
adopted, the dismissal of Mr. Rawlinson would have taken place at a much
earlier period, and the authentic statement of the written disclosures contained
in the evidence now before me would long since have supplied a motive, and laid
a foundation for a more complete remedy than it has yet been in the power of
the Government to provide against the recurrence of such enormous abuses.
You are already aware that, in consequence of the statements which were made

in the course of last year, of the treatment of prisoners in houses of correction in
Jamaica, Her Majesty’s Government have instituted a minute inquiry into the
whole system and practice pervading places of confinement in the West Indies.
The result of that inquiry will, I hope, be in my possession in the course of the
present spring; but I find abundant evidence in the papers before me to justify
the adoption of the most effectual means of placing those establishments under a
more efficient control. Iam happy to know that your influence and exertions
have already succeeded in some degree in ameliorating the system of prison dis-
cipline, and I confidently rely on your unremitting exertions to effect this
indispensable object ; but I shall have occasion to address you in a separate
despatch on this subject.

I would here gladly close for the present my observations with reference to the
inquiries of the commissioners in the cases before me, but I do not feel myself
at liberty to do so. I abstain, indeed, from any particular notice of those parts
of the evidence which affect magistrates who had died or been removed from
their office previously to the investigation. I cannot, however, avoid the con-
clusion that, if the facts stated against Captain Dillon in the course of this
evidence are not capable of being disproved, that gentleman ought not to be
allowed to retain his commission ; although the extent to which he is implicated
by the inquiry is far less than in Mr. Rawlinson’s case, evidence has been
received which, if true, renders his continuance in office impossible; at the same
time, it does not appear that Captain Dillon had notice of the charges affecting
his conduct, or any opportunity of defending himself against them. You will,
therefore, communicate to him without delay, if he has not yet received it, so
much of the evidence as applies to him ; and unless you are satisfied, on receiving
his statement, that he has completely exculpated himself from the charge of
undue severity or neglect of his duty, you will immediately revoke his commis-
sion. In the meanwhile I think it will be your duty to suspend him from the
exercise of his functions as a special magistrate.

I fully approve of the course which you have adopted in order to bring to
justice the parties charged with the various offences disclosed by the investigation.
T earnestly hope that the result will be such as to prove, in all cases where the
guilt of the parties shall be established, that such offences cannot be committed
without severe and merited punishment.

I cannot conclude this despatch without requesting you to convey to Messrs.
Daughtrey and Gordon my acknowledgments for the valuable service ren-
dered by them in execution of the commission which you had intrusted to them.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

—No. 52.—
(No. 221.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B.
Sir, Downing-street, 13 February 1838.

__1n my despatch of the Ist instant, commenting on the result of the inquiries
into the complaints of James Williams and other apprenticed negroes in Jamaica,
apprised you that it was my intention to address to you a separate despatch.On
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the subject of the requisite measures for the immediate prevention of abuses of a
flagrant character in the houses of correction.

I do not overlook the fact, that the evidence taken by the Commissioners of
Inquiry in the recent investigation relates only to the parish of St. Ann’s, nor am
I unmindful of the assurance conveyed in your despatch of the 12th June last,
that after a personal inspection of the greater part of the workhouses in Jamaica,
you had found them, in most instances, well regulated and under a careful
supervision, and that you did not anticipate difficulty in obtaining such modifi-
cations of the existing rules as might appear desirable. Your own opinion,
however, of the great defects of the present prison system in Jamaica, as com-
municated in your despatch of the 13th October last, and the cruel and scanda-
lous practices which are proved to have existed in the house of correction in the
parish of St. Ann’s, leave no room to doubt the necessity of a complete reform
in the whole system of management applicable to those establishments.

For this purpose a power must be placed by law in the hands of the Exe.
cutive Government over the regulations and officers of those places of confine-
ment ; I only abstain from at once proposing such a measure to Parliament,
because the report which I shortly expect from Captain Pringle will comprise
all the information which may enable Her Majesty’s Government to adapt the
remedy to the full extent of evil, and because I have not yet learned the issue of
the endeavour which, in your despatch of the 13th October, you stated your
intention to make in the then ensuing session to procure the appointment of
county inspectors, armed with adequate powers, and independent of any authority
other than your own.

It would be a great satisfaction to me to learn that a law of this nature were
passed by the Colonial Legislature ; but should this not be the case, there is no
subject which, in my opinion, more imperatively demands the interference of
the Imperial Legislature.

In the meantime no measures within the authority or influence of the Execu-
tive Government should be neglected. With this view, immediate steps should
be taken for ensuring, as far as practicable, repeated and systematic inspection
of prisons and workhouses by persons appointed by yourself and responsible to
you for the execution of their duty.
The high character and tried merits of Mr. Daughtrey, one of the commissioners

in the recent inquiry, seem to point him out as peculiarly qualified for such
employment; and I would suggest that he should be specially commissioned,
either alone or in conjunction with one or more fit persons, to visit at uncertain
periods, and without notice, the various prisons and houses of correction in the
island. The commission should be armed with all the power of examining
witnesses and investigating complaints which may be required to render such
inspection effectual; and it should be authorized, whenever practicable, to put
an immediate stop to any abuse which may be discovered. Cases of cruelty
and of improper punishment would by this means be brought at an early period
under your notice; and it would be your duty, on being satisfied of the facts, to
take measures for the redress of the injured parties, and the punishment of the
offenders.
The most obvious remedy, however inadequate in some cases, of accomplishing

the former object, would be the immediate release of any prisoner subjected to
improper punishment, accompanied by an injuction to the special justice of the
district, in the case of an apprenticed labourer, not again to commit the same
individual for any offence to the workhouse, without a previous reference to
yourself. ‘The punishment of the offending parties may be attended with con-
siderable difficulty, until more extensive powers are placed in the hands of the
Executive ; but I am of opinion that, in all cases cognizable by law, and in which
the information is sufficient, in the judgment of the Attorney-general, to warrant
a conviction, a prosecution should be instituted, regardless of any doubt as to
thedirect issue of the trial, The advantage to be derived from publicity ought
not to be sacrificed to any apprehension of an improper acquittal. .
What influence you may possess will, of course, also be exerted in procuring

the removal of any of the officers where authority shall appear to have been
abused. You will further have it in your power to instruct the special justices,
in accordance with a suggestion which I have before made, not to commit
apprentices to any place of confinement, the regulations or the practice of
which shall appear, from the inspectors’ reports, to expose them to cruelty and

ill-treatment.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 267

ill-treatment. I do not feel it necessary here to enumerate the various abuses
which demand measures of this description. They are stated with sufficient
precision on the face of the recent proceedings before Messrs. Gordon and
Daughtrey; and I am confident that, to the utmost extent to which, with your
present powers, you can apply a remedy, you will not fail do so.

In suggesting the immediate appointment of a general system of inspection,
you will, of course, not understand me as intending to lessen the obligation at
present resting on the special magistrates generally to visit the places of imprison-
ment within their respective districts. No duty or responsibility now imposed
on them will be removed by the. appointment of general inspectors, but an
important check will be placed on any neglect of duty or misconduct on their
part. If any such delinquency be discovered, the inspector should be directed
immediately to bring it under your notice. 1t may also be afit subject for your
consideration whether a power could not be conferred on the inspectors to
investigate, under a commission from you, any complaints which may be preferred
of mal-administration of the Jaw in instances not connected with the workhouse
system, especially with a view to guard against the abuse of the power of con-
finement in hothouses or dungeons on estates.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 53.—
(No. 219.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to LordGlenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 21 November 1837.

In reference to my letters transmitting the minutes of the Brown’s Town

JAMAICA.

No. 53.

commission on the case of James Williams and others, I beg leave to enclose Gar ofMe,a letter from Messrs. Daughtrey and Gordon, in explanation of a certain remark Da
tdi :: ‘On and Ts,

of theirs which they think was not borne out by the evidence, and which letter, 14N. ‘rey,
at their request, I beg your Lordship to have the goodness to cause to be
appended to the proceedings. .

I have, &c.

(signed) Lnonel Smith.
 

Enclosure in No. 53.

LETTER from Messrs. Daughtrey and Gordon, Commissioners in the case of
James Williams.

Sir, St. Elizabeth’s, 14 Nov. 1837.
As Commissioners of the St. Ann’s Inquiry, having received the evidence with respect tothe circumstances of sufferings to which apprentices James Williams and Adam Brownwere subjected during their ten days’ confinement in the Knapdale dungeon, we beg per-mission to withdraw the remark which intimates “ that nature’s relief was allowed to accu-mulate in the cell during nearly if not the whole period,” deeming the balance of evidenceagainst such conclusion.
A regard to candour and accuracy having suggested the propriety of this correction, weTequest it may not fail to be appended to that part of the proceedings to which it applies.

 

We have, &e.
(A true copy) (signed) Geo. Gordon.

Jno. Daughtrey.
(signed) SS. R. Warren.

—No. 54.—
(No. 223.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 24 November 1837.

; Mr. Senior, whose name is mentioned in the Brown’s Town commission ofinquiry as the owner of the apprentice James Williams, requests me to forward54.
the

Oy, 185,

Encl. in No. 53

No. 54.
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the accompanying affidavit for your Lordship’s information; and I likewise
transmit herewith Mr. Senior’s letter to my secretary in forwarding the affidavit.

It may be as well to acquaint your Lordship that Mr. Senior’s statement
respecting the change in Adam Brown’s class has not escaped my notice; the
subject shall be inquired into.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith,
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 54.

A. Brown’s Affidavit ; case of James Williams.

Jamaica ss. St. Ann’s.
PERSONALLY appeared before me, one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for the

aforesaid parish, Adam Brown, a predial apprentice labourer belonging to Penshurst, who
maketh oath and saith, that last Friday he was in the field at 12 o'clock, when the shell
blew to draw off ; Joseph Lawrence said, “ All we sensible people must go to Brown’s Town 3”
deponent asked what for; he said about the Friday; deponent then asked him what about
the Friday ; he said we must go and complain that massa did not give the full halfFriday ;
deponent told him the way they were going on both white and black would find fault with
them; Marian Lawrence said they must take him (deponent) to the constable, for him and
massa had made bargain ; they said Henry Brown and deponent must go to Brown’s Town;
deponent said he would not go, for he had no charge against his massa, and advised him
(Henry Brown) not to go; deponent told them that if they kept on so he would tell massa ;
Wednesday (the 8th instant) all the gang, excepting Joseph Lawrence and Alexander Mills,
attacked him in the negro houses, and William Mills licked him witha rope and his fist
twice by order of his (deponent’s) father, William Dalling, who was present and saw it well
done ;William Mills attempted to knock deponent down with a stick, but his (deponent’s)
mother ran and caught the stick; they (William Mills and Henry Price Cook) threw
deponent down upon the ground, choked and beat him, and tore his clothes ; when deponent
raised up, he told them he knew what all this was for, because he would not join them in
telling lies upon massa; that before time when he used to carry massa to court it was b
their advice; deponent’s father, William Dalling, and some of those who bought up their
apprenticeship, used to advise him (deponent) to bother massa; deponent has every reason
to believe that the beating he has received was in consequence of having said that if he went
to Brown’s Town court he would always speak the truth, and that he would always speak
the truth when carried to Brown’s Town court against his master.

(signed) Adam Brown.
Sworn before me, this 10th day of November 1837.

(signed) Ewd. Tucker.

Enclosure 2, in No. 54.

LETTER of Mr. Senior, late owner of James Williams.

Sir, Penshurst, Runaway Bay, 14 Nov. 1837.
I wiut thank you to lay before the Governor the enclosed affidavit.
This Adam Brown was in the house till he was big enough to clean horses, and after

cleaning them used to go for breadnut leaves or grass alternately with James Williams, and
when I went out followed me as groom. He was the only servant who attended me all
through the late martial law, and always went with me to town. When we went any dis-
tance, we generally put four horses to the carriage, and Adam Brown drove the leaders as
postillion. He was remarkably civil and obedient, and I considered him much attached to
us. On the Ist of August 1834 he joined James Williams in annoying us in every pos-
sible way, and he was repeatedly punished ; at last he begged to be allowed to change his
class, and go to the field, and an agreement was entered into and signed by Mr. Rawlinson,
since which [ have not had occasion to find fault with him. We always suspected that
William Dalling was the instigator of the bad conduct of these boys, which Adam Brown
now proves in his affidavit to have been the fact, and which would never have been ascer-
tained had this quarrel not taken place. The evidence of Charles Trueman and Marianne
Bell, taken before the Commissioners, is now corroborated by Adam Brown, and shows that
the evidence of William Dalling, and those under his influence, is not worthy of belief, and
fully bears me out in the statements I have made. .I think this affidavit will convince every unprejudiced person that there has been a combi-
nation to injure my character, which I never had a doubt I should be able to clear, if I was
allowed that justice which every man has a right to, for “ truth is mighty and will prevail.”

I hope the affidavit will be transmitted to Lord Glenelg as early as possible, who, I amconvinced, is desirous of hearing the truth only.

 

I have, &e.
§. R. Warren, Esq. (signed) G. W. Senvor.
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—No. 55.—
(No. 210.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.x.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 February 1838.
I wave received your despatches, Nos. 219 and 223, of the 21st and 24th

November last, the first enclosing a letter from Messrs. Daughtrey and Gordon,
in explanation of a remark which they had made as to the revolting state in which
the dungeon at Knapdale was allowed to remain during the period of James
Williams’s and Adam Brown’s confinement in it; and the second, transmitting
an affidavit of Adam Brown (forwarded to you in a letter from Mr. Senior),
respecting the conduct of his fellow-apprentices in instigating him to bring charges
against their master.

The representation of the commissioners, that they deem the balance of evidence
to be against the conclusion which they had formed in regard to the state of the
dungeon at Knapdale, is of much importance; for although, on examining the
evidence which has been sent home, I have not been able to arrive at the same
conclusion, I am satisfied that their impression, received on the spot, is of more
value than any other.

Adam Brown’s affidavit will, of course, be taken into consideration with the
rest of the evidence, in any measures which the Attorney-general may adopt in
this case. I approve of your intention to inquire into the change in Adam Brown’s
class, as stated by Mr. Senior. It may, perhaps, have been a change not in the
registry, but only from domestic to predial occupation during the remaining
term of his apprenticeship. I have, &c

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 56.—
(No. 134.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.3., to Lord Glenelg.
No. 56. My Lord, The King’s House, 24 June 1837.

Ar the request of Mr. Special Justice Hewitt, I have the honour to transmit

ee the enclosed original letter addressed by that gentleman to your Lordship.

T have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 56.
Encl, in No. 56. My Lord, Buff Bay, St. George’s, Jamaica, 20 June 1837.

On referring to the evidence of Mr. A. H. Beaumont given before the Select Committee onNegro Apprenticeship in the Colonies, on the 19th July 1836, I find that gentleman has de-clared in his replies to questions 4205 to 4211, pages 368 and 369, and to questions 4228 to4231, page 370, that I have an interest in Cumberland estate, under my late father’s will, con-jointly with my brothers. I have to inform your Lordship, that I have no brothers, and thatI did not inherit, nor have I the smallest interest in any property which my father possessedat the time of his death in the year 1831; and further, that the estate alluded to by Mr.Beaumont was thrown out of cultivation, and the negroes sold, some time prior to the year1834, and the proceeds of the sale applied as directed by my father’s will, but of which Ireceived no part.
Fearing that Mr. Beaumont’s assertions might operate to my disadvantage at the ColonialOffice, I have been induced to trouble your Lordship with this explanation.

 

I have, &c.
The Rt. hon. Lord Glenelg, (signed) William Hewitt,

&e. &e. &e. Special Justice for Jamaica.

No. 57.—
(No. 135.)

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c..
No. 57. Sir, Downing-street, 7 September 1837.

I wave received your despatch of the 24th June last, No. 134, enclosing aletter addressed to me by Mr. Special Justice Hewitt, on the subject of a state-ment made by Mr. A. H. Beaumont before the Select Committee on NegroApprenticeship in the Colonies, on the 19th July 1836, to the effect that Mr.Hewitt was interested in certain property at Jamaica.
You will have the goodness to inform that gentleman thatI have received hisexplanation, and am happy to find that the contradiction of Mr. Beaumont’s state-ment respecting him is so complete.

I have, &c.
(signed) ~ Glenelg.
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— No. 58.—

(No. 137.)
Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B., to

Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House, 16 July 1837.

My letter of the 12th June 1837 made allusion to a placard said to have been
extensively circulated in this island by Joseph Sturge. As far as the placard goes,
I ought not to be offended with it, because the excess in floggings of apprentices
which it aims to expose were all anterior to my administration, and if intended,
particularly by the observation at the bottom of it, to question the system of Lord
Sligo, your Lordship, from a knowledge of that nobleman’s indefatigable attention
to the amelioration of the negroes’ condition, will indignantly repel the foul
slander.

It is the misfortune of enthusiasts and philanthropists, particularly in the anti-
slavery cause, that they will not distinguish between the crimes of systems and
the crimes of individuals. Slavery never yet existed without dreadful crimes, but
the fault is with the governments which established it, and not with their subjects
who were invited to partake of its lucrative advantages.

Hence I condemn the hostility with which Joseph Sturge entered the West
Indian field against the planters. Charges of severity or cruelty, even in appren-
ticeship, may be very true, because they are the inseparable ingredients belonging to
the criminal power of slavery, and we all know how difficult it is to get men to
abandon power; but as well might Joseph Sturge impeach the characters of
the present owners of the splendid edifices of Liverpool or Bristol, raised, I may
say, by African blood, as indulge in bitter vengeance against the present owners of
what was slave property in the West Indies.

Joseph Sturge was introduced to me by Sir George Grey, requesting I would
afford every facility in my power to the object of his mission. But he was full a
fortnight in the country before he called upon me ; when he did, I invited him to
dine with me. He declined.

It would be puerile in me to complain of the want of personal courtesy in Joseph
Sturge, but I do complain of his want of confidence in me to put him in the way
of the best information.

I should have felt obliged to Joseph Sturge if he had told me of any abuses he
had discovered in our system towards the apprentices.

I have not been able to ascertain how many of the placards are in circulation;a pile of them was seen in Joseph Sturge’s lodgings; and your Lordship willnaturally ask, as they were got up and printed in Birmingham, for what possiblepurpose he could have brought them to this country.

 

Enclosure in No. 58.

Necro APPRENTICES.

AT a public meeting of the Birmingham Anti-Slavery Society, held the 12th ofSeptember1836, it was unanimously resolved, That a copy of the Reports of Corporal Punishments; intlicted on the Arprenticed Negroes of Jamaica, by the Special Justices of that Colony, in© months of April, May and June last, furnished by themselves, be published andPlacarded on the walls of Birmingham. y , P
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Alley, W. H. -
Baines, T. J. -
Baynes, E. D. -
Bell, W. A. - -
Bourne, Stephen -
Brownson, W. H. -
Carnaby, William
Chamberlayne, R., jun.
Cocking, Ralph -
Cooper, Richard 8.
Daughtrey, John -
Davies, Thomas -
Dawson, J.K. =
Dawson, H.W. -
Dillon, T. A. -
Dunne, Patrick -
Ewart, David -
Facey, Richard B.
Finlayson, Walter
Fishbourne, E. E. -
Fyfe, Alexander Gordon
Gregg, G. D. -
Gurley, John -
Grant, J. W. -
Gordon, George -
Hamilton, Chemney
Harris, James -
Hawkins, Charles -
Higgins, G.O.  -
Hill, Richard -
Hewitt, William -
Hulme, J. R. -
Jones, Thomas W.
Kelly, D. W. -
Kent, Henry
Laidlaw, Henry
Lambert, R. S.
Lloyd, Samuel
Lyon, Edmund B.
Marlton, W. F. -
M‘Leod, A.N.
Moresby, Henry
Nolan, James
Odell, John -
Oliver, T. M.
Palmer, A. L.
Pennell, R.C.
Philip, E. D.
Pryce, Samuel
Ramsey, William
Rawlinson, S.
Reynolds, John
Rennell, Robert
Sowley, W. H.
St. John, Richard
Thomas, J. R.
Thompson, R.
Waddington, H.
Walsh, H. -
Welsh, Arthur
Willis, George
Woolfreys, John
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1836: TOTAL

April. May. June. NUMBER

- - 37 - - 37
- - 40 176 216

167 39 418 624

40 119 32 182

10 20 39 69

- - - - 25 25
50 40 35 125
20 - - |- - 20
78 - - 117 195

- - - 39 39
45 - 12 57

126 36 78 240
30 - - 138 168

- - - - 25 25

60 255 197 512

30 ~ - - - 30

- - 53 - - 55
20 - - 50 70

120 260 265 645

9 20 - - 29

- - 48 180 228

30 - - 30 60

- - 30 - - 30
4 39 - - 63

5 20 15 40

233 57 102 392

140 74 126 340

24 - ~ 304 328

25 24 127 176

35 44 130 209

25 - - 20 45

- - 20 - - 20

55 28 15 98

188 164 272 624

21 142 382 545

89 - - - - 89

77 30 20 127

359 690 472 1,521

35 - - 40 75

50 30 40 120

140 175 200 515

24 - - - - 24

60 391 400 851
80 20 1210 210

- - 125 227 352

219 25 250 494

271 210 462 943

264 319 598 1,181
567 230 296 1,093

- - - - 51 51

78 36 210 324
82 25 12 119

18 123 87 228

99 40 20 159

4,122 4,071 6,834 15,037    
*,* This does not include the secret flogging, the tortures on the treadmill, the robbery

of the negro of his time, &c. &c., which there is a moral certainty exists toa fearful extent,
though kept from public view.
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—No. 59.—
(No. 162.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 18 August 1837.
In acknowledgment of your Lordship’s letter, No. 115, dated Ist July 1837,

I beg to inform your Lordship that I have called for reports on all valuations
on the services of apprentices which had not been completed, by disagreement
on the part of any of the magistrates, and they shall be transmitted as early as
possible.

Your.Lordship may depend that those special magistrates who conscientiously
discharge their duties, and are thereby involved in actions against them by the
planters, will have my firm support in their difficulties, and will have the benefit
of my strong recommendation to your Lordship to be reimbursed their unavoid-
able expenses. The object of my circular, No. 436, was to impress upon them
they were not heedlessly to provoke such actions in confidence of public indem-
nity, and my warning was in strict conformity with your Lordship’s sentiments
on that head.

No. 638 went to define the objects of the special magistrates being also made
general magistrates.

On one occasion no less than four special magistrates, tainted, I am sure, with
a little parish strife, assembled in Manchester, and quashed the election of a
vestryman.

I considered that these gentlemen’s legitimate duties were sufficiently onerous
and invidious, without their interference in parish politics, which had no bearing
whatever on their obligations towards the apprenticed population.

It has lately been decided by the chief justice in court that special magistrates
cannot in their commitments define or limit the nature of apprentices’ punish-

ments sentenced to imprisonment in the gaols or houses of correction, because
the law has fixed those punishments and allowed nothing to the discretion of
the magistrates, and in the same manner the law has regulated food and
raiment.

It would be vain, therefore, to expect any aid from the special magistrates in
ameliorating our prison system; but it is a subject to which I have applied con-
stant attention, and I think there is a great improvement in a better selection
of prison officers, and that many abuses have lately been corrected.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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—No. 60.—

(No. 168.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.x.

Sir, Downing-street, 14 October 1637.
I HAVE received your despatch, No. 162, of the 18th August, in reply to

mine, No. 115, of the Ist July last. I entirely concur in the sentiments which
you express with regard to the special magistrates, and I entertain full confi-
dence in your determination to support them under all difficulties which arise
from the upright and conscientious discharge of their duties. I am quite sen-
sible of the inconvenience and interference with their usefulness in their more
appropriate sphere which is likely to arise from their needless exercise of the
functions of local ordinary magistrates, and I think that, except under extreme
circumstances, which would justify an exception to a general rule, they ought
not to exercise these functions where they are not required to do so in aid of
the authority with which they are invested for the protection of the rights of
the apprentices. The restriction from taking any part in parish vestries ap-
peared to me to deprive them of an opportunity of useful interposition in
matters affecting the apprentices and settled by the vestries, and for this reason
T felt it my duty to make the observations contained in my despatch of the Ist
of July. As, however, we perfectly agree in the principle on which their con-
duct should be regulated, I feel I may safely leave the matter in your hands.

I very much regret to learn that, owing to a recent decision of the chief
justice as to the power of the special magistrates in defining the nature of the
punishment of apprentices sentenced to imprisonment in gaols or houses of
correction, you consider it in vain to expect any aid from the special magistrates
in ameliorating the prison discipline of Jamaica. If it has been decided by so
high an authority that the sentence of commitment to a workhouse in Jamaica
by a special magistrate for an offence committed against the apprenticeship
code subjects the apprentice to corporal or other punishment, contrary to the
express intention of the special magistrate, who has no power of interfering, the
law upon this subject appears to me in a very unsatisfactory state, and I should be
most happy to know that you could look forward to itsamendment. The atten-
tion which you have bestowed on the subject of prison discipline, and the
results which have already appeared, are highly satisfactory; and I trust that by
your continued exertions, aided by the accurate information which I hope
Capt. Pringle will be able shortly to acquire of the actual condition of the gaols
and workhouses in Jamaica, as well as other parts of the West Indies, all the
abuses which appear at present to exist will ultimately be removed. In the
meantime, however, it is of the greatest importance that the present system,
where defective, should not be an instrument of oppression or cruelty towards
those whose rights have been asserted by the British Parliament, and who have
the strongest claims on the government for the vindication of those rights. If
committals to workhouses lead to undue punishment, not contemplated in the
original sentence, they must either be abandoned in the case of apprentices, or
wherever an instance of this nature occurs, it ought to be immediately followed
by the pardon and liberation of the apprentice thus unduly punished. Although
the special magistrates may, according to the decision of the chief justice, be
powerless in defining the extent of the punishment, I apprehend they have full
power of inspecting the places of confinement, and on their report to you of any
case of cruelty or excessive punishment, I trust your authority will be found
sufficient at once to exempt the sufferer from any repetition of the infliction.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 61.—
(No. 134.)

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,
K.c.B., dated Downing-street, 2 September 1837.

Tux Act, No. 3232, incorporates into the permanent law of the island certain
parts of the Seditious Meetings’ Act, which, during the last 15 years, has been
the subject of annual legislation. It therefore becomes necessary to examine
these enactments with greater attention than they may have required when
designed to meet a passing exigency and to serve a temporary purpose. Under
this law no punishment can be inflicted, except on proof that the meeting was of
a seditious or treasonable nature ; and, therefore, there is to this extent no just
cause to apprehend that it will improperly abridge the free utterance of public
opinion. Indirectly, however, it would seem calculated to produce that effect.
Not only any magistrate, but any police officer may order the dispersion of any
meeting, if he shall have reasonable cause to suspect that it is held, not merely
for any seditious or treasonable purpose, but for the purpose of exciting any
persons to commit any act of insurrection or insubordination, or to commit any
of the offences mentioned in the expired Act. Now, although the punishment
is to be preceded by the proofs already mentioned, yet the right of dispersion
may be exercised and will be respected, and the constable’s order will be obeyed
in the case of the most innocent assemblage which may excite his suspicion.
Few men will, under any circumstances, hazard the risk of disobedience. I
cannot think it reasonable to attribute so much weight to the suspicions of a
common police officer, especially when it is not required that they should point
at treason or sedition; it will be enough if he suspects that the object is to
excite any person to “‘ insubordination,” a term which, however significant at
present, will lose, or at least entirely change, its meaning after the Ist August
1840. Neither does it seem to me convenient that the criterion of the unlaw-
fulness of a meeting should be derived from its suspected tendency to excite to
the commission of offences denounced in an Act which has been permitted to
expire. This is to give for one purpose permanency to a law which it has been
thought inexpedient to revive. ,

For these reasons Her Majesty commands me to instruct you to recommend
to the Council and Assembly the amendment of this Act in such a manner as to
obviate the objections which I have noticed. Her Majesty’s decision will be
suspended until the result of the renewed deliberations of the Assembly on the
subject shall be known.

 

—No. 62.—
(No. 134.)

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,
K.C.B., dated Downing-street, 2 September 1837.

Tus Act, No. 3233, appears to have been passed in order to obviate the
objection which I made to the Act of June 1836, reducing the gaol allowance to
Persons committed, not for any offence, but in order that they might be forth-
coming as witnesses on prosecutions. That such was the design of the legislature
linfer from the title to this Act. It is plain, however, that such is not the
effect of the measure, for the law of 1836 is continued for another year without
amendment, and therefore the objectionable clause remains in force. You will
hot consent to any further revival of the Act of 1836, unless the clause reducingthe allowance to witnesses be omitted.
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— No. 63.—

(No. 155.)
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. x.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 October 1837,
I wave received your despatch, No. 90, of the 4th April, enclosing the

reports of the special magistrates for the quarter ending the 31st of December,

These reports are, upon the whole, favourable and encouraging. They assure
me of a decrease of complaints, and an increase of confidence between the mas-
ters and apprentices ; and I learn from them with much satisfaction that your
endeavours to introduce a greater uniformity in the hours of labour by the esta-
blishment of the nine-hour system have been generally successful, and that
measures are in progress in several districts for the establishment of a general
scale of task-work. Such a scale was drawn up and promulgated in British
Guiana at a very early period, and the system of task-work has been adopted in
that colony almost universally, and with marked success. JI am aware that, in
many parts of Jamaica, the system is scarcely practicable, owing to the irregular
nature of the labour or of the soil, which renders it impossible to assign the
exact quantity of work of which a day’s task should properly consist. But in
almost every case where it has been fairly tried, whether partially or generally,
the benefit appears to have been sensibly felt;and I cannot doubt that, wherever
an equitable arrangement is practicable, it is for the interest of all parties that
it should be made.

I observe with much satisfaction that the apprentices are almost every where
in the habit of receiving wages for extra work. A few districts there are in which
wages have been offered and refused ; a few in which extra labour is not much
wanted; and a few more in which the wages offered have been rejected as not
high enough ;—but in the greater number they are represented as working reailily
for 2s. or 38. a day.

I have also read with great pleasure Mr. E. D. Baynes’s strong denial that
crime is on the increase, and his confident declaration that the punishment now
inflicted by order of the special magistrates does not amount to one-hundredth
part of that formerly inflicted by domestic discipline on the estates.
The condition of the free children is indeed represented by almost all the

special magistrates as discouraging, and justifying some very serious apprehen-
sions. It would appear that their mothers, so far from being anxious to avail
themselves of the means of instruction which are at hand, are unwilling to sub.
ject them to any kind of restraint, even for the necessary purposes of education.
The prevalence of sucha feeling at this time is not unaccountable, and though I
do not apprehend that it will prevail long, it may in the mean time be the source
of extensive and irreparable injury to the rising generation. This is a case in
which it appears to me that the Legislature may properly interfere by compelling
those children to attend some school (where the opportunities exist for so doing)
who would otherwise be left to grow up in ignorance, the fruitful source of
misery and crime. On this subject I need only refer you to a despatch addressed
by me to the Marquis of Sligo on the 15th October 1835, directing him to call
the attention of the House of Assembly to the expediency of passing some well-
considered law for this purpose. I cannot anticipate on the part of that body
any reluctance to comply with such a recommendation. The provisions, however,
of such a law would require to be very attentively considered, in order to obviate
any undue restriction on the freedom of choice on the part of the parents as to
the school at which their children should attend when there are more than one
within their reach, But it is absolutely necessary that some immediate measures

alan be taken by the Legislature to avert the fatal consequences of the present
ayatom,

Tu
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In the mean time, I have directed so much of these reports as relates to the
condition of the free children to be extracted for the information of the trustees
of the Mico Charity, whom I know to be most desirous in the application of the
means which are at their disposal, including a considerable share of the Parlia-
mentary Grant for Negro Education, to remedy the evil which is so generally
complained of.

I proceed to advert to a few remaining topics which have struck me as
requiring special notice.

1. It appears from Mr. E. D. Baynes’s report, that in his district the ap-
prentices are required to Jabour for the estate 404 hours weekly, exclusive of the
time taken up in walking from their houses to the field. Mr. Baynes argues that
the time so employed ought to be considered as spent in the service of the estate,
and included in the 403 hours; he speaks, however, as if this opinion had been
overruled. I have searched in vain among my own and my predecessor’s de-
spatches for an intimation to that effect. I entirely concur with him in thinking
that a reasonable time for this purpose ought to be deducted from the hours to
which the employer is entitled ; and in the absence of any authoritative decision
of this point, I think the magistrates fully entitled to adopt this construction of
the law.

2. My attention is drawn by Mr. Cooper to another claim which it seems
that the employers are in the habit of making. and in which he thinks
they are warranted by the law as it now stands. They claim repayment of the
time spent by the mothers in attendance on their free children when sick. On
this point I have to request you will refer to my despatch of the 15th of Decem-
ber 1835, in which you will find a statement of the principle by which the
special magistrates should be guided in rejecting or admitting this claim. I
trust, however, as this subject of dispute is alluded to by very few of the magis-
trates, that the claim is not generally made.

3. Mr. Cooper complains also of the bad management of some of the hot-
houses, where all the patients are locked up together in a close room without
distinction as to the nature or the stage of their diseases,
Another evil connected with these institutions was pointed out in a former

report by Mr. Gregg,—the custom of sending convalescent apprentices to their
own grounds to procure food ; in consequence of which unseasonable exertion
he said that many relapses took place. He suggested that the regulations of the
hothouses should be revised, and that they should be placed more on the footing
of hospitals. He did not, however, enter into a detailed explanation of the existing
regulations which he considered objectionable, or of the precise alterations which
his proposed reform could involve.

As I do not find these evils alluded to by the other magistrates, I conclude
that they are exceptions to the general rule. The management of these establish-
ments is, however, so closely connected with the health and comfort of the
apprenticed population that they ought to be narrowly watched. I trust you
will not lose sight of any abuses which may be detected in them, or of any
suggestions which may be offered for a practicable and effectual reform.

4. Mr. Marlton complains of the discipline in the house of correction in Port
Maria, in which it appears that the prisoners are all chained together, without
distinction as to sex, age or crime, and worked in the same gang; a discipline
Which must degrade but cannot reform them. It appears, however, that the
house of correction is a parochial institution, in which the special magistrate has
no power of effecting any alteration.

As this is a matter which will fall peculiarly under the notice of CaptainPringle, in the course of his inspection of prisons in Jamaica, this representation
has been communicated to him. ‘The evil is one of a very serious nature, butat presont Iocan only refer you to the general instructions contained ia my

JAMAICA,

‘‘Nle Idespatch, No. 100, of the Sist May last, and to the opinion expressed in my tive wereTela.deapateh, No, 285, of the th June 1836, that specia
wbstain from comunitting any apprentices to places of confinement where abuses
ext to which they have not the power of applying a remedy,
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5. In a former report Mr. Lyon called attention to a practice, to which he
does not, however, again allude, namely, the interdiction of intercourse between
the free husband and the apprenticed wife, and vice vers?, This appears to be
resorted to for the purpose of discouraging the apprentices from purchasing their
discharge, and to be effected sometimes by threats of prosecution under the
Trespass Act, and sometimes by charging the emancipated party with an
exorbitant rent.

This practice (though I do not find it complained of generally), Mr. Lyon
states to be prevalent in his district, and, as he has renson to believe, in every
part of the island.

With the rent which the proprietor thinks fit to demand for the use of his
property (much as it is to be regretted that he should use his power for such a
purpose), it is of course impossible to interfere. But with respect to prosecutions
for trespass, it must always be in tho power of the negrocs themselves, by
abstaining from the violation of any positive law, to visit each other’s huts without
rendering themselves liable to prosecution. On this subject I would refer you
to a despatch addressed to the Marquis of Sligo by Mr. Spring Rice, on the
10th of November 1834, in which the following observations are made with
reference to a question which had been asked as to the right of apprentices to
visit each other’s huts: ‘ On the third question, whether the bye-paths by which
the slaves were accustomed to resort to their huts are now open to them as
apprentices, I agree with the Attorney-general, that no man can lawfully stop
up ancient paths ; but it appears to me that the apprentices must be considered
as tenants, and as having the rights incident to that character; amongst these
is the right of resorting to the tenement demised by any accustomed or convenient
pathway lying through the land of the person making the demise.

“ The right of a wife, real or putative, to resort to her husband’s hut, and
there to remain with him in opposition to the will of the proprietor of the soil,
seems to me to rest upon an equally clear ground. In common with every other
tenant, the apprenticed labourer may admit upon the demised premises any
person whom it may be his pleasure to receive there. The Act of Assembly,
indeed, enables the constables to imprison any apprentice not employed on the
plantation who may be found loitering thereon, without the knowledge orper-
mission of the owner. But these terms certainly cannot apply to the case of a
woman engaged in her ordinary duties or pursuits under the roof of her real or
supposed. husband.”

6. Mr. Dillon calls attention, for the third time, to the prevalence of yaws in
his district, and repeats his suggestions as to the necessity of erecting district
hospitals, and compelling the managers to send all persons afflicted with this
disease to the nearest place of cure. He adds, that if this recommendation should
again pass unnoticed, he means to petition the legislature of Jamaica on the
subject.

Mr. Dillon’s previous suggestions to the same effect had not escaped me ; but
as the other special magistrates were silent on this point, and as no information
with regard to it had reached me from any other quarter, I had not sufficient
proof of the necessity of such a measure to justify me in recommending to the
Assembly the adoption of it. If, however, you should find, on inquiry, that the
question is really as important as Mr. Dillon imagines, you will not fail to bring
it under the consideration of that body. ,

7. With a view to the greater efficiency of the special magistracy, Mr. Gregg
recommends that all complaints should be heard by two special magistrates instead
of one; which might be done if convenient stations were chosen, and the two
magistrates made a perpetual circuit round their district, sitting for two days at a
time at each station.

Mr. Bourne had previously drawn attention to the manner in which the districts
are at present distributed ; and suggested that each special magistrate should be
placed in the centre of his district within reach of every estate; and that a small
number of policemen should be stationed close to his residence.

It is impossible for me, without further information, to pronounce on themerits of these suggestions; but it is probable that some arrangement whict
wou
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would facilitate the administration of justice by the special magistracy might be JAMAICA.
made with great advantage, and I shall be happy if you find yourself able to —_—adopt or suggest any more effectual means for this purpose than at present exist.

I have thought it better to bring these matters specially under your notice,
but Iam persuaded they have not escaped your attention. Of this I have long
been aware, and every fresh communication from you confirms me in the con-
viction resulting from your conduct both in Barbadoes and Jumaica, that you are
quite alive to the importance of leaving no mcans untried for the correction of
any abuse, the existence of which these reports may lead you to suspect.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 64.~
(No. 156.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 October 1837. No. 64.
I nave received your despatch, No. 128, of the 12th of June, enclosing the Viet

reports of the special magistrates for the quarter ending on the 31st of March. tive 4P§Pers rej,
I have read these reports with attention and, upon the whole, with satisfaction. tion of cle ie

Mr. E. D. Baynes gives, indeed, a discouraging account of the state of feeling 1837, Pan
subsisting between the apprentices and their employers in his district; but I amNe
happy to observe that in this respect his report forms a contrast to the rest; his
appears to be one of the very few districts in which the eight-hour system still
prevails ; and the rate of wages which are there given for extra labour iscertainly
below the average. I cannot but hope, therefore, that the remaining abuses to
which he calls attention are not so prevalent in other parts of Jamaica as he
may suppose. In these reports the general conduct of the apprentices is almost
every where stated to be good; and the instances in which a bad feeling is
noticed as still subsisting between them and their employers are comparatively
few. I observe, also, that although the crop, owing to the dry weather, is not
expected to be a plentiful one, there is not a single magistrate by whom the
anticipated failure is attributed to any misconduct or want of industry on the
part of the labouring population.

After what I have already said in my previous despatches, there is only one
topic to which I think it necessary more particularly to advert.
Both Mr. Baynes and Mr. Marlton complain of the practice of punishing

apprenticed labourers by order of local magistrates ; I can scarcely believe that a
practice so obviously illegal is generally prevalent ; but you will remember that
in all such cases a summary remedy is in your hands, which it will be your duty
to exercise. Every instance of this kind will be immediately reported to you by
the special magistrate, and you will lose no time in remitting the punishment,
and in removing from the commission of the peace the local magistrate by whose
authority it was inflicted.
With regard to appraisements, which form the subject of Mr. Hill’s report, I

abstain at present from making any remarks, both because you state that the
question is under your consideration, and because I could add little to what I
have already said on this subject in a despatch which has been laid before the
legislature of Jamaica. Mr. Hill appears to me to have succeeded very well in
proving the unfairness of the system against which he contends; but has not
suggested any adequate remedy, nor defined with equal precision the principle
upon which they ought to be conducted.

lie

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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-—— No. 65. —

(No 172.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lronel Smith, x.c.3., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 8 Sept. 1837.
In transmitting the usual quarterly reports for the period ending 30th June,

from the special magistrates, I beg to point your Lordship’s attention to that of
Mr. Chamberlain, for a district in St. Thomas in the East.

_ He is unfortunately involved in disputes with some of the principal planters
in that parish, and I have set on foot an inquiry into their.causes and origin.

As far as my information at present enables me to judge, Mr. Chamber-
lain has been right; and I have directed him to be defended, should an action
ultimately be carried on against. him.

I would, however, beg your Lordship to suspend any decision on his
report, till I can transmit all the circumstances connected with the proceedings

 

of both parties.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

(Enclosures in No. 65.)

(No. 1.)
Sir, Kingston,8July 1837.

I wave the honour to enclose four reports, for the month and quarter ending 30th

June 1837; viz. a return of complaints; a return of the number and nature of complaints,

&c.; a return of valuations; and a return according to Table A.

From the nature of the complaints, and of the punishments inflicted, it is satisfactory
to suppose, that the conduct of the apprentices in the parish of Kingston is gradually

improving.

There appears no unusual bad feeling, at the present moment, between the apprentice and

his owner; yet much reciprocal kindness can scarcely be imagined to exist between parties

whose interests are so directly opposed, where one endeavours to exact as much exertion as

possible, and the other exercises every ingenuityto escape froma task, for which he obtains
not the slightest remuneration.

The apprentice is fully aware of the value of his labour, and never fails to exact it when
opportunities offer. The usual rate of wages for a common labourer, per diem, 1s from

1s. 6d. to 28. sterling, and fora mechanic, from 3s. to 5s. per diem, sterling. The con-

dition of the free children of apprentices, who are not attached to wealthy, respectable

families, must be wretched in the extreme; and, I am afraid, much distress and crime Is

occasioned by the total inability of the parents to support them. The usual allowance

amongst respectable families, for the weekly support of a domestic, is 3s. sterling perweek ;

some give 4s.; but the most numerous class of owners insist upon a right to afford no more
than 2s. sterling per week. This claim, they state, is founded on the 16th clause of the
Abolition Act, which refers, as a guide on this subject, to “ An Act for the Government of

Slaves,” passed in the year 1831. The 11th clause of that Act states, that the slave shall
have good and ample ‘provision, but not one word as to the amount in money. In order
to obtain this, they refer to a Slave Act, passed in 1816, wherein 2s. sterling are laid down
as equivalent to provisions, &c. If reference is again made to the “ Act for the Government
of Slaves,” passed in 1831, clause 52, it will be found, that the minimum of food given to
slaves confined in the house of correction is such as would cost, at the present moment,

6 s. 8d. sterling for each individual per week. -The apprentice, therefore, of the present day,
has but one-third the quantity of food allowed (hin which was afforded to slaves, confine
as prisoners, from the year 1831 up to August\1834. The fact is, provisions are fully two-
thirds higher priced at the present moment than in the year 1816.

This exposition will in some measure account for the numerous complaints on the single

head of absence, which, in this town, chiefly means nothing more than non-payment 0

wages, or rather the appropriation of the profit of his own labour to the apprentice himself.

Tt will also throw some light on the frequent cases of petty thefts, which are so often brought
before the notice of the local magistrates,

Every
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Every facility is now afforded for the education and religious instruction of the lower
ordets in Kingston; but the apprentice is still too much confined by the duties required by
bis owner to avail himself of the means thus offered. Nor is it probable the owner will
submit to a considerable pecuniary loss, occasioned by the absence of an apprentice, for
the purpose of education, who, in a few short months, will be beyond his guidance and

ntrol.
When the small sum now awarded (average8 J, sterling) for the remainder of the term of

an apprenticeship, together with the comparative small number (27) who have, under the
oth clause of the Abolition Act, claimed, during the last quarter, their freedom, is considered,
either little desire to be released from servitude, or much poverty, must be inferred. When
free, the apprentice generally continues the pursuits he .was previously habituated, and
from the few instances which have come under my observation, a most material improvement
has taken place in his condition. } ; ;

I would most respectfully beg to suggest the immediate adoption of a registry-office for
servants; and the establishment of a savings’ bank, of such high character as would insure
the confidence and support of the labouring classes of this community.

I have, &c.

 

Charles H. Darling, Esq., H. Moresby, Special Justice.
Gov. Sec., Spanish Town.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Port Antonio, Portland, 17th July 1837,
In conformity to the orders of your Excellency, date 23d September 1836, and No. 63,

I have the honour to transmit my replies to the questions, commencing with the first.
1. The general conduct of the apprentices in my district has, with some exceptions, been

very good. Complaints have been made of insufficiency of work, but not on many pro-
rties. 1 regret to say that pilfering fruit, ground provisions, canes and corn, still continues,

and of which proprietors and overseers complain much.
2. There certamly is no want of good feeling at present between the employers and theapprentices; but during the month of May I was compelled to punish many whole gangs,

and make unpleasant examples.
3. With the exception of going late to work in the morning on some properties, mothers

of young children neglecting their work under pretence of attending to their children, of
whom there are very few who do so, I am inclined to think they do work willingly.

4, The working hours, as established by law, are from sunrise to sunset, never working
more than nine hours a day, or 40 4 hours a week, with the exception where some particu-lar allowances are given, when they work 45 hours. Time always divided, so that theymay have sufficient time to retire from labour to rest.

5. Task-work is resorted to on very few properties. I have only sanctioned the work ofmanufacture of sugar. I entertain no doubt but when task-work is established by law, itwill lead to excellent consequences.
6. On some properties the apprentices will work in their own time, in the manufacture ofsugar, at the rate of 2d. an hour; also in digging cane-holes, at the rate of 5d. and 6d.the dozen.
7. No indulgence is withheld them.
8. The condition of the free children is lamentable; it is supposed that their mothers sup-port them. They pass their time in idleness, and are perfect nuisances to the properties onwhich they reside. Many are now of an age capable of light work; but their mothers makeevery objection to their being employed.
9. There is a school in Port Antonio, to which a few free children are sent. There is alsoasunday-school, conducted by the clergyman of the parish, and another by the Wesleyanclergyman. The church is well attended, but much too small: one of larger dimensions is toerected, and a chapel is in progress.
10. There does not appear to be a very general desire among the apprentices to purchasetheir discharge,although many have the means. Two house servants have purchased theirdischarge in this quarter.
11. One man, a carpenter, is manager of a small property; another is a fisherman; thewomen generally hire themselves as domestics.
12. It is a general opinion that the ensuing return will exceed considerably those of lateyears. The seasons have been very fine.
18. I have no suggestion to make.

. I have, &c.His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Henry Waddington, Special Justice.
Ke. &e. &e.

 

(No. 3.)

Si, St. Thomas in the Vale, 1 July 1837.g In compliance with the orders contained in your circular, No. 63, the King’s House, 23d
‘September 1836, J beg leave to state.
iS 2. That the general conduct of the apprentices in my district, since my lastreport,54, , as

JAMAICA.
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has been satisfactory. That there appears to be no want of good feeling between their
employers and themselves.

3. That since the new scale of labour has been adopted, complaints for deficiency of labour
has nearly ceased, the apprentices working cheerfully under it.

4. The nine-hour system is worked upon; half an hour allowed for breakfast, and two
hours and half relaxation for dinner.

5. Task-work is by no means general, and when resorted to, is by mutual agreement.
6. The apprentices receive every encouragement to work in their own time for wages ;

the rates varying from 2s. 6d. to 85. 4d. per day, paid in money ; but five out of seven
perfer taking their time, as far as my observation has gone.

7 & 8. I am not aware that any indulgences are withheld; but, on the contrary, many con-
ceded ; and the condition of free children depends very much on the care of theirparents,
who receive much assistance in that respect from. the estates.

9. A school is now forming for the education and religious instruction of children; and
the atteudance at church and in the school bears a fair proportion to the accommodation.

10 & 11. Where they have the means, the apprentices evince a desire to purchase their
discharge ; but I have given none since my last report. When discharged, they generally
hire out in any way they consider most advantageous to themselves.

12 & 13. The prospects for the ensuing crops are highly satisfactory, the seasons hitherto
most favourable, and the general state of cultivation rather more forward than last year;
and I beg leave to state, since the hew scale of labour has been acted upon, that the appren-
tices appear to work more cheerfully, and on some estates have completed their day’s labour
by 11 and 12 o’clock.

 

Ihave, &c.
R. S. Warren, Esq. (signed) Thomas Thomas, Special Justice.

Secretary, &c. &c.

(No. 4.)

Sir, Windward District of St. Thomas in the Vale, 25 July 1837.
A sHanp and painful attack of sickness (a disease of the liver) having kept me confined

during the last six weeks of the quarter ending 30th June, it became necessary for me to
make the circuit of my district ere I could report with any accuracy on its present condition.
Hence the delay of this communication.

I have now the satisfaction of being able to inform your Excellency, that this district is as
tranquil, as regards the apprentices, as any in the island. Offences are of less frequent
occurrence, and are almost entirely confined to the worst characters on the estates, the very
dregs of the apprentice population. Labour is performed better and in greater proportion
than heretofore ; cultivation proceeds quietly; and on all but the very worst managed proper-
ties the state of the fields show that great improvement has taken place in the operative
industry of the gangs; would to Ged I could add, that corresponding improvement was
perceptible in the conduct of their managers, or that the apprentices were more cheerful,
more happy, or better treated.
The apprentices are rapidly advancing in civilization and intelligence; they now begin to

look beyond the present. Hope, a new found acquaintance, teaches them to look towards
the future, and their language and conduct alike evince the eager longing with which they
do look forward to the termination of the apprenticeship. To say they are content would
be absurd; equally untrue would it be to say, that anything like good feelings are en-
tertained by them, generally, towards their masters. The real, plain truth is, they have
not the least contidence in those masters, least of all in their immediate managers, whose
conduct, I am sorry to say, in too many instances, justifies the distrust of the apprentices. _

The improvement before described, (and which is attributable solely to the pleasing antici-
pation of approaching freedom, which in some degree reconciles him to the endurance of his
present “altered but unameliorated” condition,) has not procured for the apprentice the
swnallest additional indulgence; on the contrary, the desire of their managers “ to make the
most of them” acquires strength in proportion to the abridgment of the term in which that
desideratum must be attained; and this feeling, acting upon minds soured by the prospect
of early loss of their remaining power, places the characters of a majority of those gentle-
men in a point of view which shows strikingly and lamentably their moral inferiorityto
many, very many, of those under their iron government. .The agricultural appearance of the district in general is very gratifying, and promises
well for next crop ; that just now “ finished” has in most cases exceeded the prece ing one,
and some few have fallen off ; all have suffered more or less by the late drought. .

Scarcity of ground provisions is generally and very severely felt. The evil is ascribed
to various causes, such as the drought,  indolence of the apprentices,” and their practice of
working for hire in their own time in preference to tilling their erounds. How far these
causes have contributed to the effect complained of I cannot say; but my own experience
suggests another, which I am confident has done much to produce, and is, I apprehend,
very likely to prolong it, viz. the wanton and impolitic conduct of the managers in with-
drawing the watchmen from the provision-grounds of their people; wanton, because themen so taken away added nothing to the effective strength of their gangs, being, in 99cases of the 100, ulcerated, maimed, or very aged negroes; and impolitic, because the
grounds thus exposed to the depredations of runaways and other thieves, hogs, cattle, &c.,

no
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no longer afforded to the negroa certainty of return for his labour; he had no longer an
inducement to plant, for the probability was he would never reap. Cases have occurredwithin my own knowledge of nearly the whole of an estate’s gang (as, recently, at Knollis
estate) after the faithful performance of their week’s duty, travelling to their provision-grounds, several miles distant, only to find that the labour of their own days during many
many months had been expended in vain; the cattle of someneighbouring property having
broken in and destroyed at one fell swoop the blooming prospect of plentiful returns, andwith it the hope of being enabled to provide for themselves,their wives and children, those
necessary comforts with which their masters no longer provide them, save as a means ofextorting extra labour. . . :
The necessary consequence of such a stateof things is, that the apprentice, declining to

bestow his time and labour in a manner so precarious chooses, rather to work for hire, as areadier mode of supplying his wants ; or when prudence, or the force of habit prevail, he
hires* from some other proprietor land which he may safely cultivate, and from which thecaprice of the planter cannot eject him when he ceases to be his property ; thus, like theday-labourer, effectually severing his interests from those of the master who will notprotect him. . .
The abandonment of large tracts of provision-land is thus accounted for; and as otherapprentices will doubtless follow the example set by their fellows, an annual scarcity maybe expected, unless the proprietors turn their attention to that branch of agriculture.
Could the planters be persuaded to examine dispassionately the position they nowoccupy, could they shake o the infatuation which impels them to clutch with convulsiveeagerness the remnant of their waning but still pernicious power. Would they relax theunnecessary and vexatious rigour of their present mode of management, and the nip-cheeseeconomy which endbles them to save a few barrels of salt herrings, or, it may be, a piece of“penniston” or “ osnaburghs,” by stopping or curtailing the accustomed allowance of plan-tations, they might arrest the rapid progressof estrangement which is perceptibly destroy-ing the attachment of the negro to the spot in which he was born, or where a relative, afriend, or “ shipmate,” lies buried, a feeling well known to exert a powerful influence onhis mind, and on which those managers, who constitute the few honourable exceptions to mygeneral account, rely, with perfect confidence, as their security for his continuance in his oldstation, as a free labourer, after 18.40. Unhappily very few symptoms of such relaxationare observable, the great mass of managers having no vested interest in the estates undertheir charge, and holding their situations at the will of middlemen or “ attornies,” who arethemselves removable by the proprietor or mortgagee at a moment’s notice ; take little carefor the future, and are perfectly reckless of consequences that may arise from their in-judicious management, and anxious only to secure their “ births,” they endeavour by in-numerable evasions of the law and petty oppressions to make the most of the present. andgoad the apprentice to increased exertion. ‘These petty oppressions have increased in aremarkable degree.

* * * * * *
While the recent decisions of the Chief Justice have so effectually hampered the magis-trates, that the planter may safely pursue the course he has marked out for himself, assuredthat he has now little to fear from an Act which has been reduced to little more than a deadletter. A “remedial Act” passed on behalf of the negroes, but stripped of the power tobenefit or protect them by the dicta of the Supreme Court. Of these facts, or at least of theinsufficiency of the magistrate’s power to protect them, the apprentices appear to be fullyaware, and I am well assured that many of them submit in silence to grievous wrong ratherthan by invoking the law involve themselves in a contest with masters who now enjoy suchfacilities for escape from its provisions. I need not, I imagine, reiterate my representationswith regard to valuations, and those loathsome dens or prisons the estate hospitals, havingalready had the honour of calling the attention of your Excellency, and your Excellency’spredecessor, to the subject. I will only, in conclusion, repeat, that to the correct moral andreligious principles of the apprentices must alone be attributed the tranquillity whichhappily pervades this district. ‘To the masters no credit whatever is due.

I have, &e.

 

To His Excellency the Governor, (signed) HT. 8. Cooper,&e. &e. &e. Special Magistrate.

No. 5.
Sir, Hope Bay, St. George’s, 1 July 1837.I regret. to inform your Excellency, that the long period of dry weather which we haveexpentenced, has very materially injured the crops, both for this and the next year. All theSpring plantsthroughout my district have been burnt out. We have had fine rains for theast month, and vegetation is recovering itself rapidly, after having been so long stopped;but the shipments for the Ist of August have been thrown back very considerably.The conduct of the apprentices in this part of the island continues to be very satisfactory.ave been under the necessity of using the whip somewhat severely this month on thosePersons who have charge of cattle, and who have allowed them to trespass on the provisionStounds of the apprentices, to such an extent in some cases, that the provisions have been

entirely1~~.

 

“ Extensively practised by apprentices in the mountain part of this district.154,
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entirely destroyed, and a great proportion of the people supported by the overseer on rice
and oatmeal. ‘Ground provisions were never known to be so scarce as they are now. Yams
are just coming into season, and if the weather continues favourable, I trust that the present
scarcity will soon cease.

I have, &e.
(signed) William Hewitt,

 

(No. 6.)

Sir, Dover House, St. George’s, 1: July 1837.

Tue general conduct of theapprentices in my district,since my last general quarterly

report, has been peaceable and industrious; they perform their labour well and willingly;

and to these causes I attribute the good feeling which almost universally subsists between

them and their owners. The spirit and disposition of both toward each other is enerally

of a more amicable description than I have observed since I came to the island : and a
desire to encourage mutual forbearance and confidence seems to spread more and more
every day. Complaints against employers are very few; whilst on the other side the
charges now brought forward are neither so numerous nor of so aggravated a nature as
formerly.

Asregards task-work, the working hours generally in use, of the intervals of relaxation,

I beg to refer to my report of 11th October 1836, no alteration having been made since
that period.

Dering the unusually dry weather which prevailed for almost four months in the begin-

ning of the year, ground provisions either grew very badly, or else failed altogether; those

planted since the commencement of the rains have not yet become fit for consumption,
consequently the people are not as plentifully supplied with provisions as usual, and the
desire or necessity to work for money wages on Saturdays has proportionably increased.
The people generally insist on being paid according to the quantity of work each individual
performs, and some earn from 25.6 d. to 4s. 2d. and upwards per diem, at field work.

On the subject of withholding indulgences, with which the people were accustomed to be

supplied whilst they were slaves, I beg to refer to my Report of 31 December 1836.
The condition of the free children is altogether that of the most uncontrolled liberty to

wander about in perfect idleness. They are, except in a few instances, not employed in any

manner, and their parents appear to consider it as disgraceful or humiliating for a free child
to work like apprentices. Where means of gratuitous education are at hand, it often requires
some persuasion to induce them to compel their children to attend at school. The schools at

Annotto Bay under the management of the parish authorities are very badly attended ; whilst
that at Fort Stewart, under the direction of the curate, is in a flourishing condition.

Only one man, a cooper, has purchased his discharge since my last report. 1 am informed

that he has hired himself ¢o his previous master, Mr. Bond, of Annotto Bay, to work at his
trade as usual.
The drought in the beginning of the year injured many cane-fields so considerably, that

it was found necessary to plant them over again when the rains commenced. Much valu-
able time and labour have been expended in vain, and canes that should be cut for this

year’s crop must stand over for next; and although the fields generally are now in tolerably
good order, and appearances very favourable, there must be a much smaller quantity of
sugar made than planters set down in their estimates. The seasons, for the Jast quarter,

have been very favourable for all descriptions of estates and plantation work and crops.
The appearance of the coffee plantations leads the planters to expect that they will have

a much more abundant crop than they have seen for some years.
I have, &e. .

J. R. Warren, Esq., (signed) E. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.
Governor’s Secretary. The King’s House.

(No. 7.)

Sir, Westmorland, Leeward District, 11 July 1837.
I nave the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, replies to the

several questions, from number 1 to 18, as required by your Excellency, to the present
ate.

. Generally good.
I know of none.

. Willingly and cheerfully.
- Nine hours per diem, allowing one hour for breakfast and two for dinner.
. Very frequent, and much encouraged by their masters and managers.
. Usual, and encouraged so to do; receiving from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per diem, cash

payment.
7. Lam not aware of any.

a 8.They are generally supplied, as before, medical attendance, and on some estateé

educated.

O
o
o
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a, Four
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9. Four schools, four places for divine worship, and one church erecting (Trinity). JAMAICA.
10. Yes, 10.
1. Tknownot. >
12. Very good; cultivation good ; season good.
13, Not any.

 

I have, &c.
To His Excellency (signed) E. D. Philp, Special Justice.

Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. n., Kc. &e. &e.
The King’s House.

 

(No. 8.)

ANSWERS to 13 Questions.
1. Good.
2. None.
3. I hear nothing to the contrary.
4, Generally nine ; one allowed for breakfast and two for dinner.

. On some properties;_ I know of no objection by either.

. Frequently, when required, at 2s, 1d., 2s. 6d. per diem.

. None. ‘
. Generally speaking good ; by their parents.
. Maning’s free school, and several others, all well attended.

10. Not near so many ; none discharged since my last report.
11. Generally as house-servants.
12. The prospects for the ensuing crop are very promising, and the general state of culti

vation good; the season has been very favourable.
13. None.

BO
O
a
a
a
n

(signed) T. M. Oliver, Special Justice.

 

(No. 9.)

Mount Edgecombe Pen, 10th July 1837.
Sir, Rolins’s River, P. O.

I nave the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that,
since my last quarterly return, the apprentices in this district have conducted themselves
orderly and well; and on most properties are at present giving general satisfaction; com-
plaints of all kinds are much on the decrease; good crops expected next year; the cane
fields are in good order; and the general cultivation looking extremely gratifying.

I have, &c.
To Captain S. R. Warren, (signed)  D. W. Kelly, S.M.

c. &e.
 

(No. 10.)

Answee to Circular, No. 63, King’s House, 23d September 1836.

_ 1. The conduct of the apprentices in this district has been, generally speaking, good,
since I had the honour to make my last report.

2. I do not perceive much want of good feeling between the apprentices and their
masters.

3. The apprentices go to their work willingly on the whole; there are, on most properties,
some apprentices who work but little either for their masters or themselves.

4. The eight hour system is pretty general in this district.
5. Task-work is verygenerally resorted to, and the beneficial effect acknowledged by the

master and felt by the apprentices.
&. As stated in my last report, there has not been much demand for extra labour lately in

this district.
7. Ihave not heard of any of the usual indulgences being withheld from the apprentices.

' a The free children remain with their mothers, and are supported by them as here-
ofore.
9. In this district there are still four schools and three places of worship; the schools

and the places of worship are well attended.
10. More applications have been made lately to value apprentices than usual ; eight

apprentices were valued in the month ofJune, three of whom have obtained their discharge.
11. I have not been able to ascertain the kinds of employment the negroes betake them-

selves to who have obtained their discharge; they disperse among the other parishes. I
have not heard of any that are employed in field labour, or have offered to work there.

12. I have every reason to believe that the fields are in a high state of cultivation, and I
ear from the planters that the crop now growing will bea fair one.
13. T have no suggestion to make, or any practical measure to recommend at present.

Manchester Parish, ColoniesDistrict, (signed) H.W’, Danson, Special Justice.
4 July 1837.

154.
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(No. 11.)

Sir, Mandeville District, Manchester, 12 July 1837,
Durine the three months which have elapsed since the date of my last report, of the

good conduct and strict attention to duty of the apprentices in this district I cannot speak
too highly. Their behaviour has been such as almost entirely to put it out of the power of
their masters to find fault. Thecomplaints made were very few, and nearly in every instance
of the most trifling nature. Although the conduct of the apprentices has thus been every-
thing that their best friends could desive, of the good feeling existing between them and their
employers I regret to say { cannot report so favourably as heretofore. This want of good
feeling, in existence at the present moment, I have no hesitation in attributing to a desire on
the part of the employer (and a desire which I observe to increase daily) to make the appren-

tice do more than can, with any reason, be required from him, notwithstanding they perform

their work willingly and well; and the best proof [ can give of the truth of this important
assertion, will be in stating, that during the period to which this report refers, there has only
been, in this extensive and valuable district, one complaint for deficiency of labour.
Latterly the apprentices have preferred to work nine hours a day instead of eight, that they
may have every half, or every other, Friday to cultivate their grounds; and on many pro-
perties the system has been changed accordingly. The intervals of relaxation during the
working hours are very different ; on some properties they have one hour, on others an hour
and a half, and on a few two hours I believe. They have, in every instance, shown a
decided preference for task-work, when the task given is reasonable and moderate, but where
they imagine the task to be imposed is too much they show a determined resistance to it.
They are always willing to work for wages, provided they can earn more in doing so than in
cultivating their provision-grounds. The wages given is, [ believe, to each apprentice, from
1s. 8d. to 2s. 6d. currency perday. On the greater number of properties in my district
the apprentices are served with the allowances they were accustomed to receive in the time of
slavery. Sometimes, however, they are withheld for the most trifling cause. If an appren-
tice complains to a special magistrate of an injustice done to him they are withheld, (1 mean
the allowances), and every species of annoyance instantly put in play against him. Iwill
give an instance. There is a property in my district belonging to Sir John M‘Donald, and
am confident, from the system of annoyance the apprentices have to endure, that at the

termination of the apprenticeship, not one of them will remain, unless, in the meantime,
a different system of management is pursued. A few women came to complain that the
nurses were taken away from their children by the overseer, and that he made use of the
most brutal and insulting language in addressing them; for this, and because some of the
others happened to ask a few questions about their rights, notice has been given that unless
all the stock, &e., which they were allowed to rear on the property are taken up within
a certain time, they will be shot. All their allowances have been stopped, their field cooks
taken away from them, and the nurses from their free children; in fact, every way in which
they can be they are annoyed. I state, and I do so without fear of contradiction, that in
Manchester there are not better behaved people than on this property, yet, because they dare
complain to a magistrate of an injustice done to them, does the overseer (acting, of course,
under his attorney’s orders) wreak his vengeance on them in this way, and set an example
for men like himself to follow. The cousequence of this will be that the apprentices, rather
than subject themselves to such bitter and heartless persecution, will put up with anything
rather than complain to a special justice. In this system of petty revenge does the attorney
in question stand pre-eminently high—high above all others I have ever known.
The free children are altogether supported by their parents, who are very desirous of

having them educated and brought up properly. “There are very few schools in this part of
the parish; where they are, I believe the free children always attend. With regard to
religious instruction, I believe the accommodation is quite equal to the attendance. Since
my last report only seven apprentices have been able to purchase their discharge. Numbers
have endeavoured to do so, but in consequence of the high rate at which they are valued,
have not been able to effect it. When they have obtained their discharge they hire them-
selves out. I know many instances of this. Not one where the apprentice did not betake
himself to some employment.

I hear many of the planters say that even if the apprentices, in picking the ensuing crop,
do the work they were accustomed to do in the time of slavery, that is to pick one barrel per
day, and as much more for wages, they will not (at least they fear so) be able to gather im
the whole of the crops, the trees are bearing so luxuriantly, and this although the seasons
have been far from the most favourable.

no. I have, &c.
Captain S. R. Warren, J. W. Grant,

Governor’s Secretary. The King’s House. Special Justice.

(No. 12. )

Sir, May-hill District, Manchester, 1 July 1837.
I wave the honour again to address a report to his Excellency the Governor, on the

yeneral state of the district under my superintendence, for the information of His Majesty s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, agreeable to Circular No. 63. I return to this
subject with great pleasure, because I am enabled to bear testimony to the increasinggoot

conduc
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conduct of the apprentices, and the improvement almost daily apparent in their social and
moral condition. In proof of their good conduct I refer his Excellency to my return of com-
plaints for the last quarter, where I observe only 50 cases, most of which are of a very
trifling nature, and in a population of between 4,000 and 5,000 people.
With regard to their condition, it is only necessary to attend the places of worship on the

Sabbath, to be convinced of their eagerness to attend, their cleanly and respectable appear-
ance, and their devout bearing, and the inadequacy of the accommodation from their num-
bers in the chapels. This praiseworthy feeling has been accomplished almost within the
last three years, and bids fair to increase as rapidly.

I do not think there is that good feeling between the apprentices and the managers (ex-
cept in a very few instances) that I could wish, and which would tend to the interest of both;
this is to be attributed to the unyielding conduct of the latter, who 1 am confident are only
restrained from relapsing into the former system by the strong arm of the law; as it is,
every opposition is thrown in the way of the special magistrate, andhis interference is looked
upon with suspicion, and attended with abuse and insult. I have addressed his Excellency
once on this subject, and I am about to do so again, for it will be impossible to perform the
duties of my office unless some protection is afforded.
The working hours are, as usual, between six a.m. and four Pp. M., some properties allow-

ing two hours, some one, about mid-day, for breakfast. Task-work is very general, but only
adopted where it suits the interest of the property; consequently there ‘is no regularity in
this mode of labour. The usual indulgences are given generally, but for which extra work
is exacted, such as watching at night. There is still on the part of the people a great desire
to purchase their exemption from the apprenticeship, but it is not often accomplished, in con-
sequence of the high valuation awarded.
t am informed the crops will be good, although the weather lately has been unfavourable.

Indeed there is nothing wanted, I consider, but patience and forbearance on the part of those
in charge of properties, to render the present system beneficial to all parties, and as profitable
as in the brightest days of Jamaica.

I have, &e,
To Captain 8. R. Warren, &c. &e. (signed) John Gurley, Special Justice.

The King’s House, Spanish Town.

(No. 13.)

Sir, Mile Gully Pen, 7 July 1837.
I nave the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that this

district is perfectly tranquil. The apprentices in so large a district, about 6,000, are gene-
rally behaving well, and I can safely state that on all the great estates the work done now
during the hours of labour is equal to the work performed in the same time during slavery.

I observe with great satisfaction a mutual feeling of good will increasing between master
and man, to which too much importance camot be attached. The apprentices have not ex-
pressed any wish to change from the eight-hour system on which they are worked in this
district. In many instances the people are allowed an hour and a half during the day, but
nowhere less than an hour. Iam glad to observe task-work generally resorted to, and I
feel certain is satisfactory to the labourers.

{ think the apprentice prefers his own time than to work for wages ; when they do work,
the wages in money is from 1s. 8d. to2s. 4d. a day. The indulgences usual during
slavery are, with very few exceptions, continued.
_The parents of free children are very anxious to have them instructed, and they attend the

different houses of divine worship in great numbers.
The two Protestant churches in and within reach of this district, together with several

other places of worship and religious instruction, afford accommodation equal to the
attendance.

T have had only two discharges effected since my last report. I cannot say to what em-
ployment the discharged apprentices betake themselves to.
The prospect of the ensuing crops is good, and the cultivation is at this moment more for-

ward than could have been expected, from the constant and heavy rains for the last two
months.

I have, &c. . .
Captain S. R. Warren, &. &e. (signed) W. HZ, Allay, Special Justice.

(No. 14,)
Sir, St. Ann, 10 July 1837.

T nave the honour of submitting to his Excellency the Governor the following report on
the general state of this district forthe quarter ending on the 30th of June last.

It is with great satisfaction that I have it in my power to report favourably of the gene-
ral conduct of the apprentices in this district, as evinced in their improved habits of industry
and quiet and orderly demeanour. The mutual feeling of dependance between master and
apprentice, which it is a principal duty ofthose administering the Abolition Law to encourage,
continues to extenditself in this part of the parish, and is one of the most promising features
ofthe apprenticeship system. .

le apprentices labour nine hours per day, having thus half a day every week for the cul-
154, tivation
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tivation of their grounds, exclusive of Saturday; but I am extremely sorry to report, that

for some time past they do not appear to have made a proper use of this time, which, if

properly applied, is quite adequate to the maintenance of themselves and families; and from

neglecting to labour in their own time, there is now a general deficiency ofprovisions, and

several of the people are in a state of great destitution. Task-work is not generall

_ applicable in this district, the greater part ofthe properties being pens: and there is little

occasion for extra labour; but the apprentices evince no indisposition to work for hire

during their own time when adequate remuneration is offered to them.

The free children are supported by their parents; but I regret to state, that they are other-

wise left almost in a state of nature, there being no provision whatever for their education,

and no pains taken to bring them up to habits of industry. Religious instruction is ver

deficient in this parish; but this defect is partly in the course of being remedied, by the

erection of several dissenting places of worship.

Several valuations have taken place since the period of my last report; but of these only

nine have been completed, by the payment of the sum awarded, as the value of the remain-

ing period of the apprenticeship. In many instances the persons valued have merely trans-

ferred their services to another owner; but it is impossible to ascertain, in many cases, how

they employ themselves after their release.
The seasons have of late been very favourable, and the properties in this district seem to

be generally in an excellent state of cultivation.

 

I have, &c.

Captain Warren, Governor’s Secretary, (signed) Henry Laidlaw.
King’s House.

(No. 15.)

Sir, Brownstown, 10 July 1837,

Wiru reference to circular No. 63, of 23d September last, calling for a report for the

quarter ended on 30th ult., I must beg to state, the prevailing complaint is insufficiency of

labour. Having received the circular No. 1,028, of 24th June, fam in hopes task-work will,

in many instances, be mutually agreed on.
Complaints against apprentices have not averaged more than 19 per month. Provisions

are becoming very scarce owing to the dry weather, and, in many instances, to the appren-

tices not working their grounds regularly. There are very few estates in this district; the

rest, consisting of pen and pimento, is kept in pretty good order.
In all other respects I could not vary this report from the two preceding ones.

I have, &c.

To C. H. Darling, Esq. (signed) Stanley Rawlinson,
Special Justice.

 

(No. 16.)

Sir, Islington, St. Ann’s, 30 June 1837.

Tus being the period for making my quarterly report of the state of my district, for the

information of his Excellency the governor,
I have the honour to state, that there is little variation in the conduct of the masters and

apprentices since my last report under date of the 31st March.
he nine-hour system of labour is still continued in my district; but Fam sorry to observe

that, amongst those who have attempted to evade or defeat the requirements of the law and

the instructions of his Excellency, are to be found some gentlemen in the commission of the
peace as magistrates.
When his‘Excellency’s circular of the 16th September last was received by me to enforce

the nine-hours’ system of labour, I visited the different properties, and requested the masters

and managers to carry it into effect without my intervention, which, I hoped, would appear

to the apprentices as a spontaneous act of their own, and was likely to create or continue @

kindly feeling on the part of their dependents. It is my determination that the nine-hours’

system shall be continued in operation in this district, unless his Excellency shall be pleased

to direct otherwise; to revert again to the eight-hours’ system of labour will create universal

dissatisfaction among the apprentices, as the primary wish and object of the employers 1s to
use it chiefly as a measure of oppression and annoyance to the apprentices.

It is my humble opinion that it is not optional with the masters, &c. (unless with the con-

sent of the apprentices,) to work their people eight or nine hours daily, as may suit their

whim or caprice; because the 5th clause of the Act in Aid distinctly states, that “ field
labour shall commence with sunrise and terminate with sunset, giving such cessation in the

middle of the day as, with the usual half hour allowed forbreakast, shall reduce the actual

time of labour to nine hours in the day.” And the 47th clause of the Act for the Abolition

of Slavery states, that “ whereas provision made in this Act confines the hours of labour
which the master is entitled to from such apprenticed labourers to 45 hours, or five days of
nine hours each, in one week ;” and again, same clause, “ that from and after the 1st day
August next, every predial apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to 44 hours, out of the 45
weekly working hours hereinbefore mentioned, for the cultivation of his or her ground.”

It therefore appears to me, that if the apprentices are to labour nine hours in the day
an
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and that 44 hours are to be allowed them out of the 45 hours of five days in the week, that
the said 434 hours must be given consecutively, and not by piecemea » 80 as to enable the
employers to cheat them out of that portion of time. The field constables, with few excep-
tions, not having timepieces, renders it difficult to prove, to conviction, when the people are
defrauded of an hour of their time, when given daily, under the eight-hours’ system; but
it is not such an easy matter to be accomplished when the half day, or 44 hours, is given
consecutively ; besides the 4 4 hours is given, in the express words of the Act, for the culti-
vation of their (the apprentices’) grounds. How is this cultivation to be carried into effect
if doled out by the hour daily. It is well known that the negro grounds in this island are
generally at the distance of half to three miles; the time so allowed would be consumed in
walking to and back from such grounds.

It is true that during the time of crop, or in cases of other emergency, the 44 hours can
be taken away, but it must be repaid again afterwards, as stipulated in the 47th clause.

In cases of valuation, I have been actually surprised and ashamed to see ownersoffering
to swear, in order to convert a non-preedial into a preedial, or to the valuable services of an
apprentice, for the purpose of enhancing the valuation, who, a short time previous, in case
of a complaint against the same individual, in order to procure conviction, would on oath
denounce the delinquent as the very worst character on the estate.

Hitherto, in compassion for the infirmity of human nature, and in the hope and expecta-
tion that as the apprenticeship diminishes, these gentry would reflect and pursue a more
laudable system of management, which would tend to the interest and ultimate benefit of
both parties, I have abstained from animadverting upon such conduct, but I now find that
all advice or admonition is lost upon people who appear determined to throw every obstacle
in the way of the well working of the apprenticeship.
As regards myself individually, I have no fault to find with the masters and managers of

this district ; they are always polite and civil, which is reciprocated by me on all occasions;
but no consideration shall induce me to permit any violation of the law.

Since my last report, I have discovered that there is also a Sunday-school recently
established at the Baptist chapel, at Echo Rios, in which both apprentices and free are
taught to read; there are, I understand, upwards of 200 scholars, males and females; the

particulars of which the Rev. Mr. Abbott has promised to furnish me with as early as possi-
le, when it shall be forwarded for his Excellency’s information ; there is also a small school

kept by a Mr. Hemming, having from 15 to 20 apprentices’ free children, who pay the
teacher from 10d. to 1s. 3d. per week for tuition.
The very severe and long-continued drought experienced here up to the middle of May

last, has been productive of such a scarcity of provisions, that many persons, both free and
apprentices, are reduced to great want; it is with difficulty that any can be procured even
for money; however, from the late rains, I anticipate that this scarcity will not last long, as.
the yam season will be next month, and other ground provision will be fit for consumption
soon.
The whole face of the country now exhibits a most pleasing appearance, particularly the

grazing pens.
The sugar estates and pimento properties, I regret to say, have suffered much from the

dry weather, and the sugar crop will consequently fall short ; the pimento crop will amount
to almost a total failure.
There has been only eight discharged from apprenticeship this quarter, arising chiefly from

the cause assigned in my last report.
CHD I have, &c. Ww

» H. Darling, Esq. (signed) J. Woolfrye,
ke. Xe. ke. 1 6 Special Justice.

 

(No. 17.)

Retirement Great House,
Sir, St. Ann’s, July 1, 1837.

T uave the honour to state, for the information of the Executive, that the last quarter
has not been less remarkable for peaceful, obedient, and industrious conduct, than the pre-
ceding one. The Abolition Law, which recognises crimes, omissions, and offences not to
be found in any other code, and which dictates commensurate punishment, has (in a popu-
lation exceding 5,000 labourers) been but little infringed upon. Nor do I think, as I
formerly stated, that with such laws, and such a population, there can be fewer infractions,
even to the termination of the apprenticeship.

The prospects of the planter have never been better ; whilst privations exist amongst
the people, owing to an unpropitious season for planting and maturing their provisions.
They work willingly for hire, and receive at the rate of 2 s. 6 d. or 3s, a day in cash.

_ Task-work gives them either profit or relaxation, according to individual taste; its adop-
tion, I regret to say, is not general in this district.

With a few exceptions, the managers are attentive to the wants of the people. Cruelty is
known as connected with the memory of “ by-gone days ” only. The captious or hypochon-
driae can withhold salt-fish, deprive them ‘individually, but not collectively, of the profits
ofkeeping spell; change the nine-hour to the eight-hour system, and render the hot-house
more a prison than an asylum: but, to the honour of my district, there are but few that

154, would

JAMAICA,



JAMAICA.
 

290 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

would tolerate, much less descend, to such petty oppressions, whilst the exceptions are

strictly reduced to these subterfuges and annoyances.
T have, &c.

C. H. Darling, Esq., (signed) T. A. Dilion, 8. M,
Gov. Sec., &e. &e.

N.B.—The writer of this report has been obliged, in the performance of his duty, to ride

nearly 500 miles a month for upwards of two years: and if aught should be omitted in

detail, his Excellency will be pleased to impute it to the sympathy between mind and body,
the exhaustion of the latter extending its power over the former.

(No. 18.)
Shawbury, St. Ann’s Bay,

Sir, July 4, 1837.

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have the honour to report the state of

my present district, and to acquaint your Excellency that the apprentices appear inclined to
conduct themselves very well at present. However, provisions are not plenty, owing to the

late drought, and the jobbing gangs of my district appear to suffer a good deal; for, in

eneral, the eight-hour system has been adopted by the proprietors, They show an inclina

tion to work, in their own time, for wages; the average is about 2s. 6d. per day of five

hours; they are, in general, at field labour at six o’clock, but they are allowed ample time

for breakfast and dinner. On some estates the people are not supplied as they had been

during slavery; I allude to salt-fish and salt; but on estates where these indulgences are
ranted, the people appear content, and their labour given with free goodwill. Task-work,

when the people are engaged digging cane-holes, appears to give satisfaction to both parties,

It appears to me that the apprentices are not here inclined to purchase their freedom with

the same desire that existed in my late parishes; but the scale of valuation in my present

district is much higher than that in practice in St. Elizabeth.
The sugar estates will, it is supposed, make good returns; but pimento-walks are gene-

ral blighted, and the proprietors have no hope left as to favourable returns.
is Excellency Lieut.-Gen. Sir Lionel Smith, Ihave, &e.

&e. Ke. Ke. (signed) J. Reynolds, 8. J.

(No. 19.)

Your Excellency, 1 July 1837, Salt Gut, P. O.
I nave the honour, in conformity with standing orders, to report generally for the in-

formation of Ministers and Parliament, on the state of my district, and my personal know-
ledge on the working of the apprenticeship system.
Tam happy to say that the apprentices are going on soberly, diligently, and faithfully.

No doubt remains of their making loyal subjects towards the throne and government.
They have decidedly surpassed their masters in the advance to Christian knowledge, the

foundation of all blessmgs. The masters would get a great deal more work from them were

they to forget former power, and to talk to them, and point out rationally any little fault,
instead of threatening to coerce them before the special magistrate. Allowances must be
made for the masters, they are smarting under the loss of self-power; however, many of

them now seem to think that they can do anything with impunity, and that they have nothing
to do but get up a memorial, to have the “ special” dismissed, if he does not go hand and

hand with them, and they impress this on the labourers, by threats of reporting the

“ special.” I regret to say, that the negroes, in consequence, think that the magistrates are

afraid of their masters. I speak of my own district, and, I may add, others. [I am not

afraid of doing justice, while my king and his people are determined to uphold it. Conci-
liation has completely failed, and in many cases, it is only by firmness that I can get the

people their rights. Imention this much, as aproof that if the special magistrates are

not upheld by the British Crown, in the upright and due discharge of their duty, slavery

would be infinitely preferable than the present system, to the apprentice; and were

I now to breathe my last moment, I could, conscientiously, make my solemn vow

of this fact. Very little has been done at all by the masters to benefit the labourers, in-
deed, I may say, nothing; and I loudly exclaim to Parliament, to be very rigid, and to look
sharply into the apprentices’ rights, and to their protection.

Three long years of apprenticeship yet unexpired! I am of opinion we have not advanced

this year in anything, and I can see that slavish fear fast returning into the hearts of the
apprentices.
_ With reference to the working hours, and the willingness of the apprentices to jJabour

intheir own time, I can only repeat that which I have often repeated, they are capable of
ong anything, and for any given sum, when kindly treated.

I mentioned in my report of the 12th ultimo that the allowances of salt, &c. was not with-
held on some estates. I find that any indulgence of that kind is paid for; the people giving
up every half of Friday, in crop time, to remunerate; so in plain English we get no i-
dulgence at all.
We have a very zealous young clergyman, the Rev. G. Waters, in our district, at Retreat.

The church was built by subscription ; and we are all indebted to Henry Cox, one of the
proprietors,for his assistance and undertakings in so devoted a cause. I anticipate much
good te spring from Retreat church and the minister, N0



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 291

No school has yet been erected; but I hope that as things improve, that the necessity of
an immediate one will present itself to all.
The seasons have been unfavourable toward the present crops; such dry weather, I am

told by old residents of the island, had not been experienced for 40 years; and a consider-
able falling off must be the result.
The labourers discharged from apprenticeship are turning out most industrious and re-

spectable; indeed language cannot convey the happy change.
England, the black population will never deceive you, they are a grateful people; but

mark ne, if you do not uphold the special magistrates, and protect them in that arduous

and solemn duty confided to them, the apprentices will be made to bow to tacit slavery, and
discontent will be the result.

I therefore say watch the present, and success, with God’s care, will be the result.

 

. I have, &c.
His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, (signed) Henry Walsh, Special Justice,

&e. &c. Ke. Saint Mary.

(No. 20.)

Sir, Bishop Mount, St. Mary’s, 10 July 1837.
I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency my quarterly report on the state of my

district, for the quarter ending 30th Sune, and to represent that the district under my charge
is in a tranquil state, the apprentices having conducted themselves as well as can be wished,
to the satisfaction of their employers generally, since my last report; and there appears to
be a very good feeling and understanding on both sides. ;
There are one or two properties which occasionally give me more trouble than a dozen

other estates together. When I find conciliation fail, I resort to punishment, which falls on
the same set of people, who periodically appear before me.

Desertion, trespass, neglect of duty, &c., continue to be the usual complaints brought
against the apprentices ; but they appear to be only such as are to be expected from the
change from slavery to apprenticeship, and are very trivial in proportion to the population.
There are many faults committed by apprentices in consequence of the difficulty they

observe the manager has in correcting them; but from the general industry and good conduct
of the labourers, the managers pass over many complaints; and I conceive this forbearance
tends much to destroy the old system of coercion, and to bring about the best understanding
between the master and free labourer.
The abolition measure is working as well as the most sanguine could desire: not that I

mean to say the law is in force according to its letter. [ can only repeat what I have so
often said in my reports, that I get all that I can for the apprentices in the way of allowances
and time, and make them give a fair return. There is not a written agreement in my
district ; both parties understand what has been verbally agreed on according to the estate’s
wants and capabilities, and they very fairly keep it.
The labourers’ wages have not been altered, although the rate of jobbing labour is much

higher now than two years since; 6s. 8d., 5s. and 8s. 4d. being given on estates per
week of five days, for extra labour to the spell-gang, keeping the mill about 18, 16 and 14
hours daily, as the property may require. They have their allowance of fish, &c., as
formerly, and the half of Friday, or every alternate Friday, when the mill is not about.
Two hours for dinner or shell-blow, and half an hour for breakfast, allowed as relaxation
from field-labour, which commences shortly before sunrise and terminates at dusk. In con-
sequence of long continued dry weather the cultivation suffered ; but during the last quarter
rain has fallen in abundance, and the appearance for next year’s crop is favourable.
The crop this year will be late, and is expected to be deficient, from causes unconnected

with the abolition measure.
The apprentices’ provision-grounds have suffered in the same manner; but the rains

have given them a new appearance. Still provisions are very dear and scarce. Many
apprentices do not cultivate grounds, but depend on wages in their own time for support,
and travel to the mountains on Saturday to purchase a supply for the week. The
free children of apprentices are entirely under the management of their parents; all attempts
to engage them in plantation labour, such as weeding canes, or collecting vegetable food for
swine, having failed. They attend the missionary-school on the property, where such an
Opportunity of instruction is afforded them; and lately there has been more attention paid
to the subject. The apprentices cannot, from local difficulties, send their children any dis-
tance to a day-school: to make instruction succeed, it must be by having a school similar
to the one on Tryall, Mr. Bayley’s property, so situated that the neighbouring estates can
conveniently send the children, and let them return in the evening.
_ Since my last report 28 apprentices have effected their discharge by purchase. They are
In general very desirous of freedom; but the high price of labour, and the value placed on
their services, frequently prevent their release. I consider it hopeless to expect any change
in the valuation tribunal, which leaves the special justice powerless, constituted as it is.
+he present rate of valuation for the services of a first-class predial labourer is just what
it was 12 months since: the planters say jobbing labour has risen in value, and the local
valuators increase the rate of valuation.

It has been my constant endeavour to persuade both employer and apprentice that their
Mutual interest is conciliation. When the apprentices have all those indulgences given

them, not secured by the Abolition Law, their interest and duty is to make a grateful
4, return
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return and labour cheerfully ; and I am happy to say, it is the case on every well-managed
estate. The kind overseer receives from me the fullest support; and I have always
observed, that when he is attentive to his business, steady and kind, and strict in his manage-
ment, that the apprentices are industrious and contented, cheerfully doing much more than
the law labour.

There are on all estates some refractory characters. Three years experience of the new
system leaves them without any excuse for misconduct; but of the apprentices in general
I am bound to say, as far as I have seen, their conduct is deserving of every praise and
reward in the power of their employers to give them.

 

I have, &e.
His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, 6.c. B., W. F. Marlton,

&e. &e. &e., Special Justice,
Governor of Jamaica.

(No. 21.)

Sir, S. E. Division, St. Mary’s, 36 June 1837.
Tue period having returned when it becomes my duty to comply with the terms of the

circular order of the 23d September last, No. 63, I now have the honour to lay before you
the following report in relation to the district under my charge, within the limits of which
an uninterrupted tranquillity has existed throughout the quarter now arriving at a conclusion;
in fact it may be said that during the course of the execution of my duties for upwards of
two years in this district of theparish, no one period similar to that now particularly referred
to has passed away with so marked an improvement in the character of the offences charged,
the most serious of which must be classed under the head of “ absence, and running away,”
an offence of which the possibility of commission must necessarily cease on the termination
of the system fast progressing to a happy close, a change bringing with it the reasonable
expectation that the abolishment of the majority of the other causes for complaint will
ensue, which now clog the magistrates proceedings, and are fanned from the remaining taints
of an old and by-gone system, causes which the coming independence, as well as mutual
dependence of both parties, and the holding out of other inducements to good conduct, other
than the fear of punishment, will tend totally to annihilate, when their mutual interest will
cement those good feelings which are entertained with the most favourable results in all
instances where the immediate interest of those in charge is affected by the conduct of the
apprentices, who readily respond, as a body, to advances of this nature, when put forth in
the proper quarter.

Unfortunately it is but in few instances that the immediate management of plantations is
placed in the hands of parties similarly situated, although the results, from the adoption of
such a course, are everywhere palpably beneficial to the interests both of proprietor and his
people. I have reason to regret, sir, that such an overwhelming number of the plantations
recognised by the 54th section of the Abolition Law, are in the charge of individuals so little
interested in their management, and whose tenure of their appointments is liable to be inter-
rupted by so many occurrences, that, during a period of two years, no less than 71 managers
have been employed on those properties (being only 27 in number) of sufficient importance
to require the residence of such persons. In short, on only two properties has no change
taken place, whilst on others so many as “ five” overseers have, during that period, been
engaged. Notwithstanding these numerous changes, each in itselfproductive of a certain
unsettlement in the arrangements to which the people are subjected, (both parties, till
become acquainted with the disposition, &c., of the other, speculating thereon), notwith-
standing this drawback, it must still be said that things are progressing with a degree of
satisfaction to all parties; the state of cultivation is equal to, ifit does not surpass, that of last
year, and although the sugar crop is short, in consequence of the long prevalence of dry
weather, yet the produce of the coffee plantations is expected to be most abundant.
The provision grounds, though, with a few solitary exceptions, kept in perfect cultivation,

have suffered materially from this state of the weather, yet it is to be lamented that, in very
many instances, the improvidence of the apprentice has (by grasping at the high-prices
proceeding from the general scarcity) reduced him from the possession of abundance to that
closely approaching to a state of want; this has given rise to occasional bickerings; but no
circumstance has given rise to such dissatisfaction as the operation of “the Act for the
Classification of Apprentices,” especially amongst the tradesmen, who, looking forward to
their release with domestic servants in 1838, (in consequence of the nature of their occu-
pation, and, in the majority of cases, from having been to that effect informed by the
valuators) but who find their class is now determined by the method in which they have
been fed. The greatest disappointment is felt by those men whose occupation has been
solely that of mechanics, at all times employed as such under master tradesmen, but the
manner in which these men have submitted to the law thus reversing their hopes is most
satisfactory.

In order to conform with the particulars required, as laid down in the circular before
alluded to, I have further to report, that the “nine hours per day” system of labour is still,
with only two exceptions, that adopted throughout the whole extent of this district, whereby
the apprentices, by having to themselves three whole working days in the two weeks, are
daily becoming more willing to employ a portion of their own time for hire, which they
obtain to the extent of 3s. 4d. to 5s. per day, and although this division of the parish 1s

particularly
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particularly adapted for the cultivation of provisions which, more especially since the long
continuance of dry weather in the low laads, where to follow this avocation is not so pro-
fitable as working for hire on the plantation, have been rendered more than ordinarily pro-

ductive of benefit; yet the point of engaging the services of the apprentice has generally

been gained, though not to an extent that would, if followed up, prove of great mutual

advantage to the property and also apprentice, as the rates above alluded to is barely three-
fifths of that paid to the master-jobber for the performance of the like quantity of work.
Were task-work generally introduced, this system, so closely approximating to the state of
things as they must be hereafter, mightgreatly be furthered ; but, unfortunately, this is not
likely to be case; as often does the apprentice object to leave his old track when recom-
mended to adopt this improvement in the method of performing his duty to his master,
as does the manager start local difficulties arising from causes beyond his control, whilst
in other cases, general satisfaction is given to a degree that renders the parties averse to a
change; thus is the task system not fairly tried in this district.

During the period at present embraced, only four persons have by purchase obtained their
release from servitude, betaking themselves to their former occupations, that{of domestics.
Eight have been disappointed in their hopes and endeavours to become members of a per-
fectly free community, from the want of some specific rule to guide the proceedings of all
“ courts of valuation” to a fair estimate of the just amount to be paid by the apprentice for
his release; where this the case, the apprentice of 1837 could obtain his discharge on terms
roportionable to those of 1834, and the progressive principle of the Abolition Law would

become apparent in the increased numbers claiming the privilege intended to be secured to
them by the law.

It is much to be regretted that the means of education have been so scantily supplied in
this, an interior district of the parish; only at each extremity a day-school is established, the
one conducted and principally supported by the Rev. John Cowan, of the church of Scot-
land, the other under the superintendence of the Mico Charity Trustees, and from the
numbers flocking to these places of instruction no doubt can exist that were such benefits
more generally bestowed in other points equal advantage would be taken of such seminaries,
which, when conducted by the public, appear the only means of employing or engaging the
free juvenile population, who are otherwise supported by their parents in absolute idleness,
disregarding in the majority of cases the offers of their respective proprietor or master to
establish the means of a fair class of education on their plantations.

 

I have, &c. :
ToS. R. Warren, Esq. (signed) R Sydney Lambert,
Governor’s Secretary. Special Magistrate.

(No. 22.) \-

Sir Spanish Town, St. Catherine, 24 July 1837.’

Since I had last the honour of submitting to your Excellency my report of the general
state of my district, very little alteration has taken place.
The apprentices are under circumstances of extreme difficulty, occasioned by the scarcity

of provision from long drought, conducting themselves well, and with astonishing patience,
considering that their masters do not, even at this peculiarly distressing period, allow them
any assistance.

n my district the pimento crop has failed; but the coffee-trees are bearing abundantly,
and promise a good return.

I have experienced much delay in proceeding under the Act for the classification of th
apprentices, in consequence of their employers not having, at the time of valuation, conformed
to the Abolition Law, and included in either of the two classes ofpreedial labourers mentioned
in that law such persons only as had for 12 calendar months at least next before the 28th of
August 1833 been “habitually employed” in agriculture or the manufacture of colonial
produce. In many cases Ifind that apprentices who were not employed in agriculture or
the manufactureof colonial produce at the period required by law to render them predials
have been classed as such, and sent into the field so late as August 1834, that they might
serve for the long term of apprenticeship. The lists handed inby the employers have not
been faithful returns; and I have been obliged to investigate into the claims of numbers law-
fully entitled to their release in 1838, but up to this day, not having succeeded in convincing
many of those in charge of properties of the legalityof the claims of some of these persons,
they remain for reference.

Faravated assaults still continue to be committed both on male and female apprentices,
andI have considered it necessary to bind the parties over to prosecute, and to send the
cases to the Attorney-general ; whilst, however, I regret to be compelled to make this
statement, I am happy to observe, that not an instance stands recorded in the police-office
of a single apprentice released from service by appraisement having abused his liberty, or
used it for the purposes of licentiousness, or in the violation of the security or peace of the
community. The complaints and convictions which my duties as a general as well as a
Special justice of the peace make me acquainted with, are all against persons who are not
indebted to the abolition of slavery for their freedom.

In my last report I made the only suggestion which can, in my opinion, benefit the ap-
prentices, namely, that the women should be all. free in 1838; and I am hourly more
Convinced that it is the only method to be adopted for raising the free children of the negro,

54,
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and of rendering them useful to themselves and their families, as, from the circumstance of
the mothers being expected to perform their work without any consideration for the free:
children, great loss of life must ensue and great neglect of their physical comfort and moral
improvement occur.

I have, &e.

To his Excellency the Governor. William Ramsay, Special Justice.

(No. 23.)

Sir, Spanish Town,4 July 1837.
Tue period having arrived when, in obedience to his Excellency’s instructions, it becomes

my duty to transmit a report upon the working of the apprenticeship system in this district,
I Nave much satisfaction mn being able to state, for his Excellency’s information, that nothin
has occurred since my last general report to alter the opinion then expressed on the subject;
I felt warranted at that time in pronouncing its working as favourable as its most sanguine
friends could expect, and I do so still.
The apprentices generally go about their work cheerfully, and do it well, and on by far

the majority of estates, since my last report, the only complaints which have been made were
for avoiding work under pretence of illness, and occasional absence on the part of individuals;
even these minor offences have been comparatively unfrequent, and during the whole quarter
my district has not been stained by a single crime of an atrocious nature.
With regard to the conduct of the masters towards their apprentices, it is gratifying to

remark that the number of complaints from the latter against the former has undergone
a diminution, and during the last three months I have not felt it necessary to impose any
fine for the ill-treatment of a negro by his master or manager ; indeed, in numerous instances,
the conduct of the masters is marked with kindness and indulgence; and it isworthy of
remark, that on properties where kindness has been shown, and where there has been nearly
a total absence of punishment, the best crops have been made, On one or two estates,
I regret to say, the managers still act with much strictness, if not also with severity, and are
so obstinate as to be unable to perceive that treating their people well now can alone conduce
to their own ultimate welfare.
The crop is fast drawing to a close, and will, I think, be equal in quantity to that of last

ear, thoughIfear it will be later in its termination, owing to the heavy rain which we have
had during the last month. The present rains, though too late to benefit this year’s crop,
will lay the foundation of good returns for the year 1838; and I am confidently assured by
several planters that the prospects for next year’s crop are more flattering than they have
been for several seasons back.

 

w P Lhave, &c.
Captain Warren, Secretary G. Ouseley Higgins.
TheKing’s House. YO

(No. 24.)

Sir Chapelton, Clarendon, 5 July 1837.
>

I wave the pleasure to inform his Excellency the Governor, that the general conduct of
the apprentices in this district is quiet and orderly; and I have no reason to think any bad
feelings subsist between either party: the people turn out well, and perform their work
cheerfully, and, generally speaking, to the satisfaction of their managers. The hoursof

work and relaxation vary considerably here, but in no instance have I observed a wish to
exact wore than the time allowed by law, viz. nine hours. On most estates the people go

to work about six o’clock, a.2., and have one hour allowed them for breakfast; at about one

o’clock, P.M., they get two hours for dinner; after which they work till six o’clock, P.™.,
making nine working hours, Task-work is not general in this district, but there are many
instances in which it has been performed to the satisfaction of both parties. The apprentices are

anxious to work for hire, and during the crop it has been almost universal, when the general

remuneration given the people was, for eight hours extra work in the boiling-house, or
about the works, 6d. sterling, together with indulgences, such as rum, sugar, &c. An
able-bodied labourer can easily earn, in a day of his own time, by digging cane-holes, the
sum of 2s. sterling, and frequently 3s. In almost every instance that has come within my
knowledge, all the indulgences formerly usual have been continued.
The state of the free children, I regret to say, is neither what could be wished nor €x-

pected, and they are often neglected by their parents, who are their only support; it is also
much to be feared the state of total idleness, in which the greater part are living, will be
the means of sowing the seeds of future misery to themselves and others; but had they the
means of education (which the great majority have not), their parents would, I feel assured,
be glad. The attendance at the parochial school at Chapelton is very full and regular, and

the church is also well attended.
The people do not appear to be desirous of purchasing their freedom; only two cases

having been completed during the last three months. The prospects of the ensuing crop
are
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are very good; and I have reason to think the estates are now in much better order than

they were at this period last year.
T have, &c.

(signed) Philip O'Reilly,

Chas. H. Darling, Esq., &c. Special Justice.

I,

(No. 25.)

Sir, Clarendon, Upper District, 3 July 1837.

Ir is with very great satisfaction that I am again enabled to bear testimony of the orderly

and good conduct of the apprentices in this district, and also of the uninterrupted good

feeling which exists between them and their employers.
That there are solitary instances of neglect of duty cannot be denied, but the greatest

roof that can be adduced that the majority are working willingly, is the fact that for the

ast five months not a single gang has been brought before me to answer a charge of insuffi-

ciency of labour. ; ; a

Nine hours per diem is the system at present universally adopted in this parish, with the

usual relaxation of one hour for breakfast and two for dinner. This arrangement will

necessarily be changed, as soon as taskwork becomes generally resorted to.

There is very little difficulty in getting extra labour for wages during crop-time at the
rate of 10d. for a spell of eight hours, with every indulgence of former times; but I have

never known of a gang tendering their services on a Saturday for money; it would be
impossible for them to do so at the present moment, their provision grounds having suffered
much from the late severe drought.

It is with much reluctance that I am again obliged to call his Excellency’s attention to

the moral condition of the free children ; this evil is mainly to beattributed to the apathy

shown by the mothers, and to the scarcity of places for religious instruction in the district.

I must here however observe, that the school at Leicesterfields estate (a branch of the Jamaica

national) is very well attended both by the adults and young children.
There is a very limited desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, only two

valuations having taken place since my last report; and 1 am at present unable to give any

information as to what employment the liberated persons generally betake themselves to.
In closing this report, I am sorry to have to admit a very great evil, which is daily gaining

ground, viz., plundering of produce sent down by waggons to the wharves; this can never

put a stop to, so long as there are so many needy purchasers of the stolen goods.
I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Gordon,
C. H. Darling, Esq., &c. Special Justice,

(No. 26.)

Spectan MacisTRaTE’s Report of the District of Lower Clarendon, 10th July 1837.

In furnishing a report of the district little can be said varying from that of last quarter.
The apprentices are in general working well, and complaints are confined principally to
neglect of watch and running away.

here are only two circumstances which require notice. First, the great increase of thefts
of a more daring description, viz. the stealing of sheep, and the breaking open of ‘private
stores, This may in part be attributed to the scarcity of all kinds of ground provisions,
occasioned partly by the apprentices having neglected the cultivation of their grounds, and
by the long continuance of dry weather. The negroes are at present almost in a starving
condition, and feed chiefly on mangoes. The yams will shortly come to maturity, which in
a great measure, it is to be hoped, will cause a decrease of crime. One thing is certain, that
the moral and physical condition of the negro are greatly improved. He does not now con-
sider himself that degraded being he did in the time of slavery, and is wonderfully improved
in appearance and health. The latter is evident from the estates’ hospitals not being filled
with people suffering under severe sores and other complaints as formerly.
The second circumstance to be mentioned is relative to the valuation of apprentices.

There is a great desire evinced by some of the overseers to put an enormous value upon the
services of those who wish to obtain their freedom. Twelve have purchased their discharge
since my last report. These are nearly all confined to domestics, and young boys and girls,
the children being purchased by their parents for the purpose of having them educated, or
brought up to some trade. Few, if any, turn their attention to agricultural pursuits.

In conclusion it affords me much gratification to report that the propect, both for a good
sugar and coffee crop, is very flattering.

Jas. Kennet Dawson,
Special Justice.

JAMAICA.
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(No. 27.)

Sir, St. James’s, 3 June 1837,
I wave the honour of transmitting, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the-

following quarterly district report. . ;
Some sugar estates in my district will, in my opinion, as well as in that of the parties resi-

dent thereon, exceed last year’s crop, while others will fall off a little from last year;
accountable for by the long drought at the beginning of the year, which has of course checked
the growth of the last cut canes, and spring plants of last year, from which the planters
expect very great returns, which of course will be materially lessened. The produce in
general is equal to that of former years, and the crops are forward.
The apprentices in my district are, I am happy to say, generally contented and happy,

cheerfully performing their duty to the master, and working in their own time for liberal
wages.

have also to mention the very great scarcity of provisions, which can be accounted for
by the great drought, and especially to the shameful manner in which the grounds have
been lately neglected by the apprentices in consequence of their preferring to work for
wages.

. I have, &c.
S. R. Warren, Esq. &c. &e. R. Cockins, 8. M.

Governor’s Secretary, King’s House.

(No. 28.)

REPORT by Special Justice Carnaby, on the State of his District, in the Parish o:
St. James’s, for the Quarter ending 30th June 1837.

Montego Bay, 11 July 1837.

Tuts district continues most orderly, and the apprentices perform their work well.
Generally a good feeling prevails between them and their masters.
The crop is now completed, and it gives me great pleasure to refer to®the annexed state

of this and last year’s produce, as completely verifying my former reports, as to an increase
this season. This state shows an addition of 468 hogsheads of sugar upon the 17 estates
in my district, being more than one-fourth upon last year’s crop. The rum has increased in
proportion.

he hours of labour are nine daily.
Voluntary task-work, when properly explained to the apprentices, and fairly dealt out, is

adopted with success.
The apprentices are now more inclined to labour in their own time for hire, which runs

from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day.
The greater number of the attornies give many of the old allowances; and this year Mr.

George Gordon (whose liberality to all under him I have had occasion to notice in former
reports) has served out additional allowances, being so satisfied of the work performed by
the apprentices, and of their general good behaviour.
The church accommodation scarcely meets the daily increasing numbers who regularly

attend divine worship ; but it is pleasant to observe the exertions now making to supply the
deficiencies.
The free children continue a burden on their parents, who appear to do all they can to

educate them. ;
The valuations increase, but principally among the non-predials, the term being now

short, and their annual value reasonable. With me this quarter valuations have decreased
{ cannot tell how the apprentices employ themselves after purchasing their freedom. .
The appearances for next crop are favourable, and notwithstanding the gratifying

increase in my district this year, I am of opinion, that if no unforeseen calamity in the
seasons occur, that the ensuing return will equal, if not exceed, that now taken of the

round.
It is proper I should mention, in conclusion, that about six weeks ago, two or thiee evil-

disposed persons resident in the interior of this parish, raised and circulated a report that
the apprentices in their neighbourhood were disaffected, and that they had noticed symp-
toms of an attempt to create disturbance. But those charges, when investigated by the
authorities, turned out wholly groundless, and the subsequent quiet state of St. James’s and
the adjoining parishes completely prove them so.

Wm. Carnaby, ;
Special Justice.
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 (No. 29.).

STATE of the Produce of 17 Properties,being the Number of Sugar Estates in the District
of Special Justice Carnaby, in the Pansh of St. James.—Crops, 1836 and 1837.

 

 

 

  
 

CROP, 1836. CROP, 1837.

ESTATES.
No. Hogsheads| Tierces {| Hogsheads |] Tierces

of Sugar. | of Sugar, | of Sugar. | of Sugar.

1| Belfield - - - - - - 66 | - - 106
2|Bague-  - - ~ 2 = = 48 |- - 75
3| Catherine Hall - - - - - 83 | - - 140
4| Catherine Mount - - - - - 69 |- - 105
6| Friendship - - - - ~ - 28 |- - 46
6| Fairfield - - - - - - 134 |- - 184
7 | Guilsbro’—- - - ~ = + 104 2 104 1
8| Irwin - - - - - - 133 | - - 179
9| Leitrim and Purling Stream ~- - - |279tons,| - - |301 tons,

net wght. net wght.

10| Leyden - - - - - - - 107 21 169 21
11| Orange - - - - - - -|- - 57 |- - 48
12| Potosi - - - - - - -|- - 50 |- - 45
13 | Retirement - - - + - + 165 |- - 185
14| Spring Garden - - - - -| 59 20 79 20
15| Unity Hall - - - - - - 81 j- -| 134
16|Wilhamsfield - - + - + 77 10 108 12
17 | Worcester - - - - - : 60 | - - 55

1,493 160 | 1,970 147

160 Tierces,equalto - + - 107

147 Tierces, equal to - - -|- -|- - 98

Crop,1ss¢ - - -| 1,600 | CTP 2,068
, , 1837 ;     
ee

 

ABSTRACT. Hogsheads.

Crop, 1837 - - - - - - 2,068

Crop, 1836 - - = =e 2 1,600

Increase of Hogsheads in Crop 1837 - 468

 

Note.—The rum has increased in proportion.

Montego Bay, St. James’s, 11 July 1837.
tiene preceding state referred to in my report to his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, of

is date.
William Carnaby,

Special Justice.

(No. 30.)

Western Inrerior District, comprising Parts of the Parishes of St. James, Hanover,
and Westmorland.

Sir, 11 July 1837.
I wave the honcur to state, that, since making my report on the first of April, the peace

of the district has been uninterrupted, the apprenticed labourers, with trifling exception,
Continuing to conduct themselves in an exemplary manner.
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It is to be regretted, under such circumstances, that on some estates there is an absence

of kindly feeling between manager and apprentice. This I conceive to be, in a great

measure, attributable to the conduct of the former, who, upon frivolous occasions, withhold

the salt fish allowed by the proprietors, and in other ways demean themselves in an arbitra:

manner towards the people, without at the same time infringing on the letter of the law.

Working by the task, and also for money wages, in their own time, is not unusual amongst

the apprentices; but it is more particularly practised on those estates where they arekindly

and liberally treated. ;

The moral condition of the free children is a subject on which the planters in this district

seem never to have bestowed any consideration; and I feel that I am correct in stating, that

not an individual amongst them, with the exception of Mr. George Gordon, attorney for

Mr. Malcolm’s extensive properties, of whose name I have had, on more than one occasion,

to make honourable mention, has, up to the present moment, made any effort to rescue this

interesting portion of the population from vice and ignorance. Through his exertions, aided

by the zealous labours of the Church, Baptist, and Methodist missionaries, two day-schools

and two Sunday-schools have been established, all of which I believe to be well attended.

For their physical support and comfort, the free children are, 1 am inclined to believe, prin-

cipally dependent on their parents.
Valuations are not on the increase; but I do not attribute this circumstance to any disin-

clination, on the part of the apprentices, to purchase their freedom ; they are, in my opinion,

deterred from doing so owing to the excessive value at which, it is well known, managers

generally estimate their services, and to the facility which they possess, as contrasted with

the apprentices, in obtaining testimony to support their views.

The crop has now been brought to a conclusion. On some sugar estates there has been

an increase of produce, as contrasted with last year; to what extent I have not been able

precisely to ascertain; I would, however, instance the following :—Chester Castle estate,

which has terminated crop by making 150 hogsheads of sugar, being an increase of 50 on

the last year; Copse, the most considerable property in the district, upon which the large

amount of 380 hogsheads have been manufactured ; Wiltshire has also had, I believe, an

augmentation of 10 hogsheads. On those estates where a defalcation, to any extent, has

resulted, I believe it to be attributable, in most instances, to bad management.

From the preparations which are being made for the ensuing crop, I have every reason to

think that, should the seasons prove favourable, a considerable increase of produce will be

the result.
In conclusion, I regret to add, that I have experienced, for some months, a disposi-

tion, on the part of certain managers in this district, to insult, harass,and misrepresent me

when engaged in the discharge of my duties as @ special magistrate ; and that I have been

unwillingly obliged, in many instances, to require the attendance of police, in order to

ensure that decorum which elsewhere characterises a court ofjustice.

 

I have, &e.

C. H. Darling, Esq., Government Secretary. John Odell.

(No. 31.)

Sir, Montego Bay, 3 July 1837.

I FEEL very great pleasure in having it in my power to report, that the apprentices in this

district continue to labour cheerfully in their master’s time, and willingly in their own, for

money.
It will be gratifying also to his Excellency to learn that the crop has been taken off the

ground much earlier than usual, the quality improved, and yielding a considerable increase

over that of the preceding year.
There is a much larger supply of plants put in this season than usual, for which consider-

able apprehension was for some time entertained, on account of the excessive dry weather;

but I am happy to add, that the recent refreshing showers have rapidly effected a change in

the appearance of the fields, and in all probability the ensuing crop will yield a greater

return than the present.
The desire to purchase the unexpired term of apprenticeship appears to have increased,

having applied for their discharge since my last return; but what becomes of them after,

or to what description of labour they betake themselves, I really cannot say.

With respect to the means employed for the extension of religion and education, I may be

permitted to observe, that efforts of this description cannot be expected to succeed. without

considerable expense; the funds available for that purpose have not been adequate to the

demand; but it is confidently hoped that the increased exertions about to be made will not

be backward in supplying, at no very distant period, the means of extending such adesirable

object.
I have, &c. .

To Charles Henry Darling, Esq., (signed) R. B, Facey, Special Justice.
Governor’s Secretary, &c. &c. :
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(No. 32.)

REPORT of the State of Special Justice Finlayson’s District, in the Parish of St. James,
for the Quarter ending 30th June 1837.

In general there has been a good feeling between the employers and the apprentices;
though there have been exceptions upon two or three estates, where unnecessary harshness is
adopted. The number of complaints is nearly the same with the last quarter. The appren-
tices have been performing their work willingly.
The working hours are fixed at nine daily.
Task-work is not generally adopted in the district; though where reasonable tasks are

exacted, the apprentices readily accede to them.
Where adequate wages are offered, the apprentices work in their own time without hesita-

tion ; and where they do not get employment from their own masters, they apply for it on
neighbouring properties. The wages usually given for Fridays and Saturdays are from
2s, 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day.
Some estates withheld the former supplies of salt-fish to the apprentices ; and others have

altogether withdrawn or limited the number of cooks, nurses, and watchmen to provision
ounds,
The condition of the free children is in general bad, as they are burdens almost entirely

upon their mothers, receiving no support from the estates, and only getting medical care in
a few instances, unless when paid for.
The attendance of the apprentices, both at church and at schools, is fully equal to the

accommodation; and it is gratifying to report, that great exertions are making to provide
additional accommodation.
There is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom, and the

number of applications is increasing materially. During this quarter there have been 32
valuations, of which 24 have been paid.
Owing to the long period of dry weather in the early part of this quarter, the canes (espe-

cially on the sea-side estates) have not yielded so well as had been calculated upon ; but the
recent rains have materially improved the appearance of the plants for the ensuing crop.
Some vague rumours of dissatisfaction and apprehended disturbances were for some time

in circulation in the parish. In this district, however, there was no cause for suspicion, as
the apprentices have long been conducting themselves with much propriety.

 

1 July 1837, (signed) Walter Finlayson, Special Justice.

(No. 33.)

Sir, Maroon Town, St. James’s, 30 June 1837.
I nave the honour to forward my quarterly report, agreeably to his Excellency’s circular,

as usual. :
1st. Since my last report, the apprentices in my district have been industrious and quiet.
2d. In general, good feeling exists between the apprentices and their employers.
3d. With a few exceptions, they perform their work willingly.
4th. The nine-hour system is general, and the intervals of relaxation are, an hour for

breakfast, and two hours for dinner.
5th, Task-work is generally resorted to. .
6th. It is the custom in this district for apprentices to dig cane-holes, in their own time,

ut 8s. 4d. per 90 holes; and to work continually during crop time from 15 or 16 hours per
day, at the rate of 14d. for their extra hours. .

7th. The usual indulgences during slavery are in general not withheld.
8th. Parents are very unwilling to have their free children placed under the control of their

tasters.

, mth. A school exists for the education of children, and a place of worship is about to be
ult,
10th. Six valuations have taken place during this quarter, but have not yet been paid.

i 1th. It is out of my power to say how the apprentices employ themselves after their
ischarge,
12th. The crop in this district has averaged more than last season, and the prospects of

the ensuing crop are more favourable.
I have, &e.

C. H. Darling, Esq., (signed) J. M. Crockett, Special Justice.
Governor’s Secretary, the King’s House.

(No. 84.)

Sir, Central District, Trelawny, 30 June 1837.
¥ very recent removal to this district, and the still more recent arrangements by which

mary extensive plantations, have been now only some few weeks committed to my magisterial
: charge,

JAMAICA,
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charge, render it necessary, in justice to myself and in justice to those persons on whose
conduct it is my duty to comment, to confine my report, to a mere statement of those cireum-
stances which, from their prominence, have most attracted my attention.
On all my first visits to properties, without an exception, 1 heard from the overseers the

most flattermg statements of the general good conduct, industry, and contentedness of the
apprentices, and was in many instances most triumphantly referred to the record of offences
tried before the special magistrates on the estates, as proof of the paucity, and in some in-
stances total absence ofoffences for a very considerable length oftime. The experience I had
had in another parish, and the observations I hadpainfully made during a period of three
years of anxious watchfulness of the degrading influence of slavery upon all classes, made
me receive these florid accounts of a peasantry labouring without remuneration, with much cav-
tion and suspicion, though I need not say how much I should have been delighted could I have
believed and found them true. A very short time would have sufficed, had_I been sanguine
enough to have indulged in the belief of that comparatively happy and judiciously amalga-
mated state of society, which only time, aided by the equal administration ofbeneficent laws,
and the spread of religion and morality can induce, to have dispelled the illusion. 1 leammed
full soon the reason why the special magistrate’s interposition was so little needed by the
managers, and why his aid was so rarely invoked by the apprentices. The estate’s cells were
the universal panacea for the adult, and pomegranate switches for the juvenile; an
unlimited appliance of which had produced that sullen quietude which had been so vaunt-
ingly described to me as the tranquil cheerfulness of contented labour. The unlimited exer-
cise of this tremendous power (confinement in the estate’s dungeon for 24 hours) for any
offence or alleged offence, had rendered frequent appeals on the part of the managers to the
special justice unnecessary; and as the people were aware this injustice was perpetrated,
unprohibited by the special justices, they were not so insane as to make fruitless complaints
to them. Ihave laboured by conciliatory means to restore the labouring population toa
condition more nearly resembling freedom. I adopted this course with the managers in
preference to a coercive one, as the greatest share of blame was more justly attributable to
the administrators of the law, who had permitted the existence of so oppressive a system.

I have explained to all the overseers the utter variance of the exercise of such or an
coercive power with the express words of the 21st clause of the Island Abolition Act, an
have endeavoured to remove the misconception of the power which overseers in general fancy
they legally possess, from the permission given to the constables to confine for any offence by
the 39th clause of the same Act; which I have assured them conveys only such and no
greater authority to imprison than that which is possessed by constables appointed in the —
usual way to preserve the peace oftowns and districts, and for the apprehension of felons, &c.
I have explained, that as the apprenticed labourers in rural districts form distinct commu-
nities under the operation of peculiar laws and a peculiar magistracy, apprenticed constables
were necessary to assist in carrying those laws into effect, in the same degree as parochial
constables are necessary to assist the general magistracy; and that instead of intending to
arm the managers of estates with a power inconsistent with freedom, the tenderness and
jealousy with which the Legislature regarded incroachments on the liberty of the subject
was evinced in the permission given in the same clause to release, if within 24 hours the
attendance of a magistrate could not be procured ; a power not possessed by ordinary con-
stables, but in the case of people whose offences could only be tried by a peculiar body of
magistrates, not always within summons, rendered necessary, to prevent injustice by pro-
tracted confinement previous to trial. Those who have acted on my advice and desisted, I
have not fined ; one who persisted, I have.
The next grievance which was obtruded on my notice, was the very general fraud practised

upon the people in the regulation of the hours of labour. During the short days, to enable
the managers to get nine hours of labour daily, they allowed half an hour for breakfast, and
one hour andahalf for dinner, commencing at 6 A. M. and terminating at 6 Pp. M., which was
perfectly correct and proper ; but now at this season of the year, when the days are 14 hours
ong, I found they were only allowing the same respite for meals as in the short days, and in
many instances beginning work at a quarter to 6 a. M., and not leaving off until a quarter to
7 P.M.; thus exacting from 10 to 11 hours during four days, and drawing off at midday on
Friday, which would give an additional hour, making, during the week on some properties
49 hours, and on others 45, without remuneration, and with the ostensible pretence of only
working 403 hours weekly.

This fact has frequently come under my notice, both from the complaint of the people and
from my own observation; but from the difficulty of legal proof, few of the apprentices
having watches, and the variety of evasions by which the manager can escape conviction, it
will be only by a systematic and vigilant watchfulness that an evil of so much magnitude can
be repressed.

Another source of grievous oppression, several instances of which have been brought to
my notice by complaint, is that of non-pradial apprentices, who being in domestic employ
ment during slavery, have been within the last two or three years constrained to perform the
more profitable labour ofthe field. So that, short as my residence in Trelawny has been, I
have seen more within the time of gross and serious infractions of the ameliorative provisions
of the Abolition Act, than usually occurred in the space of 12 months in the district from
which I have lately been removed. .
The patience with which so much of wrong has been endured, and the industry which

has at the same time been exhibited by the labouring population, has more convincingly
than the utmost eloquence of words, proved that the praise the managers have bestowed on
them to me was, whether sincerely spoken or not, most richly deserved.

I have,
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I have, J trust, succeeded in putting an end to the system of incarceration in cells, and
assault by constables, and yet I have not had a single complaint of indolence againsta
gang, and remarkably few complaints by managers against individuals; and I feel the most
perfect confidence, that with the support I am sure to receive from the executive, I shall in
a very short time be able to see the benevolent law for the abolition of slavery fairly, fully,
andbeneficially in operation, to the great increase of the mutual advantages of master and
apprentices. In this hope and expectation, I am encouraged by the gratifying exceptions
tothe general management and treatment of apprentices exhibited on the estates in this
district, the property of Henry Shirley, esq., and Edmund M. B. Barrett, esq. Mr. Shirley,
aware that without a longer duration of labour than the legal hours, he could not continue
the manufacture of sugar to the extent he required, honestly and fairly contracted with his
apprentices for 10 hours in the field during the whole year, and as honestly and fairly pays
them for it; while others in the same neighbourhood, as I have before observed, are exacting
the same time without acknowledgment. The proprietor of Oxford and Cambridge estates,
Mr. Barrett, from all [ have witnessed on those properties, and from what I have learned of
the anxiety he feels, and the means he adopts for the improvement of the condition, and
the promotion of the comfort of his people, must be a man of singular and rare benevolence,
and it affords me more real pleasure than I can express in being enabled to bear testimony
to his good fortune in the selection of an agent in Matthew Farquharson, esq., whose religious
principles and natural benevolence predispose him to carry into their fullest effect the
humane and generous designs of Mr. Barrett.

The parish has the peculiar good fortune to be blessed with a greater number of active
and enterprising missionaries than I believe any other in the island. There are four Baptist,
three Methodist, two Scotch, and one Independent, all of whom have large apprentice con-
gregations, and over whom they have happily acquired an influence that is to me the
strongest assurance of the permanence of those habits of industry and general good con-
duct which so remarkably characterize the apprenticed population of this district, and which
makes them so patiently submit to infringements on their time and privileges. His Excel-
lency will be enabled to form some idea of the fervency of their zeal for religion, by the fact
of the enormous sum of 9001. being subscribed principally by the apprentices of this and
the adjoining districts on the opening of the Rev. Mr. Knibb’s Baptist chapel at Falmouth
in April last.

 

I have, &e.

—— Warren, Esq, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.
&e. &e. Ke. ;

(No, 85.)

Sir, Trelawny, Jamaica, 30 June 1837.

l nave the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that the
tranquillity of this populous district remains undisturbed.

There have been but very few complaints against the manager, nor have there been many
against the apprentices during this quarter, consequently punishments are much diminished;
but I regret to inform his Excellency that the complaints amongst themselves are numerous
and very continuous, viz. petty thefts, quarrels, and the plunder of each other’s provision
grounds, which has doubtless been greatly augmented from the scarcity of provisions,
arising, [ very humbly submit, principally from the late extreme drought and series of dry

years.
Ihave much pleasure in reporting to his Excellency that the sugar crops are closing

tolerably satisfactorily.

In this district there are 35 sugar estates, of which one-third will exceed last year’s crop,
one other third will yield about the same, and the remaining third will fall something short
of last year’s returns; but the quantity of the sugar is good everywhere.
Tam happy to be able to report to his Excellency that we have been blessed with fine

rains since the 10th May, and that there is every appearance of their continuance, so that
the prospects generally are very flattering for next year’s returns. The rapidity of vegeta-
tion and the altered face of the country is pleasingly astonishing, and the exertions of all
parties interested is manifest all round this district in the expectancy of good crops. -
The apprentices are employed and work cheerfully in their own time for money; and it

affords me much satisfaction to report to his Excellency that several ofthe planters are
exercising a liberal and wise policy towards their apprentices by kind encouragement and
Sood treatment.

Several managers are aware that the probationary state applies equally to themselves, as
to the apprentices, and are looking forward to the ultimate interests of‘bot parties, which, I
humbly submit to his Excellency, it would not only be difficult but unwise to separate.
Additional grants of home grounds have been Tecently made to the apprentices on the
arp’s estates, also on Cambridge, Hampstead, Retreat, and Schawfield, and I doubt not

So valuable and praiseworthy an example will shortly be followed by all the other proper-
tes in the beat, and will doubtless be attended by the most happy results,present and
sitimate, by both the proprietor and apprentice, by precluding the diabolica practice of

” petty
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petty plunder of canes and provisions, arising from the drought, distant mountain grounds,
and general scarcity of food.

Assuring his Excellency of my continued and best exertions in the service,
I have, &e.

 

To ©. H. Darling, Esq., (signed) &. Pryce, Special Justice.
&e. Ke. Xe.

(No. 36.)

Sir, Falmouth, Trelawny, 3 July 1837.
I wave the honour to furnish his Excellency the Governor with the periodical report of

the state of my district ; and it is with the utmost satisfaction I find myself enabled to say,
that the general conduct of the apprentices in the Falmouth district is most peaceable and
orderly, every good feeling appearing to exist between themselves and their emplovers,
They perform their work willingly on the whole; and work in general on the nine hour
system of labour. Task-work I have heard very little ofof late (crop time), and where not
resorted to, the fault is on the part of the apprentice, who is ever suspicious (on occasions of
this kind) of some sinister motive actuating the offer of his master to him. Where the
apprentices work for money wages, they are paid on the average of 2d. or 24d. per hour,
I may fairly say the latter; and their payment is generally on the Friday, p.m.
Some of the former indulgences are withheld, and those unavoidably, Iam given to under-

stand, from the poverty of the estate ; but the staple commodity and boon of fish is freely .
and liberally dispensed, generally, nay, next to, everywhere.
The condition of the free children, the special magistrate has but little opportunity of

judging of, so tenacious are the mothers of affording opportunity; but I firmly believe their
condition would be moving, but for the support and maintenance afforded the child, and the
indulgence as to time, &c., &c. extended to the mother: and yet, withal, they are the most
ungrateful and the most troublesome class of apprentices on the estates, unless we class the
“ belly-women” with them ; in truth, just as bad, troublesome, and difficult to manage.

Facilities for education and religious instruction abound, and I believe the attendance at
each equals the accommodation.

Valuation cases fluctuate much, and those in my last quarter are few, comparatively to
former quarters. Tradesmen, house servants, and housekeepers appear the advocates for
“discharge,” and they usually betake themselves to their accustomed trades elsewhere;
changing masters being quite a mania among them. Thank God, the prospect of the ensuing
crop is, or is reputed proverbially in this district to be, the best ever known, and cultivation
is far ahead everywhere, the seasons having been the best that could have blest the land.

Having nothing ofmoment further worthy of communicating to his Excellency,
I have, &c,

signed) Jos. Rawlins Thomas,
To C. H. Darling, Esq, Lt. R. N., Special Justice.

&e. &e. &e.

 

(No. 37.)

In compliance with his Excellency’s Circular of the 23d September, No. 63, directing

Special Justices to send a quarterly report of the state in their districts, I have enclosed
answers to the questions ordered.

Answer 1. The apprentices, since my last report, have behaved themselves well, orderly
and peaceably.

2. On most of the properties the feelings between master and apprentice are kind on the
master’s part, andobedient on the apprentice’s.

3. The apprentices are performing their work willingly and cheerfully; the crop is taken

off the ground as well as it ever was, the apprentices are working in their own time, and the

estates have been making good week’s work before the rain set in, which has thrown them
ack,
4. The hours of working in this district is the nine hours system ; those in the boiling-

house and mill-house work extra hours, for which they are paid; and the gangs of cane-
cutters are paid for their own Fridays, so that no days are to be given after crop. .

5. Task-work is only made use of in crop time, and is either agreed to before the special
justice or between themselves and masters. No task-work can be compelled by the 50th
clause of the Abolition Law; digging of cane-holes is generally performed by apprentices in
their own time, and are paid from 3s. 4d. to 4s. 2d. a hundred holes. .

6. The apprentices in this district are most eager to work for hire, with the exception of
Brace Estate; the wages given is, viz. head people, 2s.6d.; boiler men, 18. 8d.; mill-
house, 1s. 8d.; cane-carriers, 1s. 8d.; dry trash carriers, 1s. 3d.; boys, 10d.; and cane-
cutters on their own Fridays, 2s. 6d.; great gang, 2s., second gang, 15. 8 d. per day.

7. Indulgences, which were given in during the Slave Law, are withheld on some estates,
and I have always found that on those estates where they have been so, the properties are
not so far forward, nor do the apprentices work so well, and invariably have most complaint

8.
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gs. I consider the free’ children in a most wretched condition, as it is optional with the
overseers to allow them in the hot-house when sick, or the medical attendant to prescribe for
them. They are not brought up to industry in any way; although their mothers cannot be
hindered from attending them when sick, they are invariably required to repay back the
time so lost to the estate.

9. The facilities for the education of the free children in this parish are but few (public),
one at Bird Burne, and one at the First Hill, under the Rev. Mr. Vine. There is much
want of some public schools in my district. The attendance at places of Divine worship is
most exemplary in this district; and on the completion of the present places ofworship,
there will be sufficient accommodation for the population, there being seven places of wor-
ship in mydistrict.

10. Of late there have not been many applications for purchasing the freedom of appren-
tices; I have only received money for two since my last return.

11. I cannot inform you in what way those have employed themselves who have pur-
chased their discharge, being females and house-servants.

12. The prospects for the ensuing crop at present is most luxuriant; the canes, from the
very fine rains, are springing up quick, and promise a good return next year; the general
cultivation is extending, and an average crop may be expected from the present prospect.
The season has been most favourable this quarter.

13, None.
_ C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

(No. 38.)

Sir, Spanish Town, 1 July 1837.
In obedience to the Circular, No. 63, I enclose the customary quarterly report, for the

information of his Excellency, and of his Lordship the Secretary for the Colonies. So little
alteration in any respect has taken place since my last, in which I replied seriatim to the
uestions proposed in the communication from the Colonial Office of the 15th July 1836,
at I now refer to it fora view of the present state of the district intrusted to my charge.

I should feel happy in being enabled to report a change for the better in the relative positions
of master and apprentice, and that the reciprocal dissatisfaction then existing between them
had softened down into feelings of a kindlier nature. The three first years, the moiety of the
apprenticeship most available for the purposes of conciliation and persuasion, and for gaining
the good will of the negro, of all ends that most essential alike to the interest of the proprie-

tary and to the future condition of the labouring population, to the prosperity of the colony,
and to the mode of its relations hereafter to the mother country, have passed over in this
colony in bickering, recrimination, and animosity, which, there is too just reason for appre-
hending, that the remaining half of the term will prove too short to remedy or to counteract.
J regret to have observed that the indefensible and unseemly practice of chaining females by
the neck, when in the infirmaries of the houses of correction, still exists, notwithstanding the
severe reprehension with which, on my representation to Government, it was visited in the
parish of St.John. Mr. Special Justice Ramsay, Dr. Tabois, and myself, on a casual visit
some weeks since to the house ofcorrection in this town, found three females thus chained in
the hospital of that institution.

Several questions, proposed by Mr. Hovey, the agent of a society in the United States,
having for its objects the extinction of slavery and the amelioration and improvement of the
black and colooured population, were lately placed in my hands. In my replies, which con-
stant occupation in the course of my duty has necessarily rendered brief, I had to give a cur-
sory glance at the existing state of this island, as it depends on, or is connected with, the
abolition of slavery. These questions resembling in some measure those forwarded from the
Colonial Office,the replies affording a succinct, andI believe a correct, view of the actual
state of things in this country, and certain observations contained in them, which refer pro-
spectively to the most advisable mode of effecting the abolition of slavery in the United

States, being equally applicable and capable of being made available to the progress of the
apprenticeship system in Jamaica, I shall take the liberty of copying them, placing the
: vestions and.replies in juxtaposition, for the information of his Lordship the Secretary for

e Colonies :
1. Is there an increasing confidence among the people in the stability of the present course

of things ?—By the expression, “ present state of things,” does Mr. Hovey allude to the
apprenticeship? If he do, it is clear that, being an intermediate state between slavery and
freedom, a period simply of transition and preparation, it can in nowise be said to possess
stability. If Mr. Hovey’s meaning extend generally to the measure in progress, and to the
greatend to be attained by the elevation of a large portion of the family of man from the
most pitiable and degrading state of slavery recorded in the annals of history to the condition
of freemen, there can be no doubt that the experiment has not only been attended with
complete success already, but that its effects also will be lasting and stable.

2. Do the apprentices work as well under the present system as they did under the former?
~-I have great satisfaction in informing Mr. Hovey that the apprentices perform as much
work in a given time at present as they did formerly; that I perceive a considerable amelio-
ration in their social condition, consequent on advancing civilization. I can add, that where
well treated, they are tractable and docile; and that were the general conduct of their
Masters kinder and more conciliatory towards them, they would be contented as well as
industrious,
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3. Do they perform much extra labour for hire ?—As regards the performance of extra
work for hire, they consult their own convenience, as freemen should do. Some sell their
time, and afford to their employer an adequate proportion of labour; others prefer using their
extra hours in the cultivation of their provision-grounds, and the sale of the produce in the
market.

4. Is an increasing desire for knowledge and instruction apparent among them, and if$0,
in what way ?—An increasing desire for knowledge and improvement is apparent among
them; it manifests itseif now in the general acceptance of the truths of Christianity, in the
enlarged attendance on places of public worship, in the increasing attention to personal
decency and comfort in their apparel and houses, and in the signally intelligent questions
which they often put, on a variety of subjects, to those who have inclination or leisure to
converse with them,

5. Has the amount of labour in the island: diminished since 1834; and if so, how does it
appear?—I have not time sufficient at my disposal to follow this question through all the
details which a complete view of the objects that it embraces would lead to; I shall simply
observe, that the general amount of labour performed in the island has not diminished since
1834, The exports have necessarily declined with the disuse of the hideous and abominable
system which drove the slave to the field before daylight and kept him there, with little
intermission, until night supervening, rendered the continuation of his task a matter of impos-
sibility ; a system which often kept the negro, when employed in the manufacture of sugar,
on continuous labour for six days and as many nights, during which time the only intervals
he could devote to rest were snatched by stealth from the vigilant eye of an overscer, and
hable to be rudely interrupted by the lash of his inhuman taskmaster; a system underwhich,
before the abolition of the slave-trade,the negro was worked like the horse or the steer until he
dropped under his burthen, and when it was held more profitable and planter-like to
purchase a new slave than to incur the expense and trouble of patching up the worn-out
constitution of some unhappy wretch diseased or disabled by cruel treatment, or by compul-
sory exertions beyond his strength. From these and similar causes, the quantity of agricul-
tural labour expended on exportable commodities has necessarily decreased in amount; bnt
the sum-total oflabour performed in the island has not at all diminished. It seems to be an
undeviating rule of nature that all atrocious violations of her laws defeat the end which they
are meant to attain. The negro, it is true, then died under the load or under the lash 3 bur
though his master had the power to stay him, he had not that of making him work willingly,
or even adequately, when removed from his immediate inspection. Such part of his extra
time as the negro can now spare, without infringing on that claimed by nature for repose, is
devoted to his immediate profit and convenience; and it is needless to say that one hour of
voluntary is worth two of compulsory labour. Hence the aggregate of the work effected in
the island has not decreased; the labour is merely diverted ito other channels. A reference
to the returns of the custom-house will show that, whilst exports have fallen off, imports have
considerably increased. The negro, in fact, now certainly does less for his master, but vastly
more for himself. Tbe course which industry has taken daily developes new resources,
creates fresh wants, improves the condition of the people (by the people I mean the labouring
population of Jamaica), and increases the market for the staples and manufactures of the
mother country, without injuring the revenues of the colony.

6. Whatis the prospect as to the education and industryofthe children of the apprentices; do
planters as well as parents, encourage their education ?—The clergy of the Established Church,
to acertain degree, and the sectarian ministers more effectually, have exerted themselves for
the philanthropic object of affording the means and opportunity of education to the children
ofapprentices ; still the success is incalculably short of the occasion. There are not adequate
means of instruction for a twentieth part of the labouring population. The planters in
general are either indifferent or hostile to the moral progress and amelioration of the negro;
and the parents are not themselves sufficiently acquainted with the blessings and advantages
of Proper instruction to appreciate its blessings for the children.

7. Has the introduction of the new system had any perceptible effect on the enterprize
and prosperity of the island, and especially upon the value of property ?—Again, as I
observed in reply to No. 5, I have not time to go into a lengthened statistic detail, and must
confine my remarks to facts that Mr. Hovey’s own experience will probably have made him
acquainted with. The new system has had an effect on the enterprize and prosperity of
the island, totally unanticipated by the most sanguine at its commencement. New towns
have been founded in various parts of the country; and in the old, new houses are spring-
ing up on all sides. Institutions, unthought of in the days of slavery, are established for
agricultural and scientific purposes. Land daily increases in value, and the labour of
apprentices, considered as property, has brought, and is bringing in, for the six years of the
apprenticeship, a sum equal to three times the whole life value of the slave, as appraised
by commissioned valuators in 1834. I sent the subjoined calculation on the subject, about
three months since, to England.

8. What are the present inconveniences which have resulted from the change, and how
have they been obviated 1—Limiting myself to the terms of the question, I state with much
satisfaction that the inconveniences which have resulted from the change, are of too insigni-
ficant a nature to be of any consideration as a set-off against the vast increase of human
happiness which it has occasioned, and the social and moral amelioration of the many
millions of our fellow-creatures existing, and to exist. The planter has even been compen-
sated for the reduced quantity of produce exported, by a more than corresponding rise in its
price. Perhaps the inconvenience most sensiblyfeltatpresent, in the operation ofthenew system,
1 the very general and mutual feeling of dislikeand ill-will existing between the apprentice

an
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and his master. At the expiration of the term few of the labourers, I am inclined to think,
will afford their services to the persons at present entitled to them by law. This feeling has
doubtlessly originated in a splenetic and exasperated feeling on the part of the planter, who,
compelled to emancipate his slaves, for what he maintained at the time,—though the result
has shown that he has received value in amount greatly beyond the most exaggerated esti-
mate of the property relinquished,—to be an insufficient consideration, showed too generall
on the change of condition, with the short-sighted policy of endeavouring to thwart or defeat
the beneficial measures of the mother country, a perverse disposition to harass and oppress
the apprentices, withholding fromhim every assistance and indulgence, though customary in
the days of slavery, which the strictest interpretation of the statute would bear out ; ri idly
exacting the whole law from him ; showing him, even when merited by good conduct and faith
ful service, neither countenance nor protection; dragging him before the special justice on
occasions the most trivial, and on pretexts the most vexatious; too often manifesting a dis-
creditable anxiety for the severe infliction of the lash; exclaiming intemperately against,
affronting by gross and offensive language, and even proceeding to acts of personal violence
towards the magistrate, whose humanity and conscience forbade to sanction conduct so
unreasonable, or togratify feelings so vindictive and unworthy. Let us hope that, when at
length the dawn of freedom shall break for the millions of the enslaved in the United States,
the rights and immunities of the new freemen shall be so lucidly and minutely defined, and
so scrupulously observed, as to put it out of the power of theAmerican proprietor to inflict
so much injury on himself, by alienating the good will of his dependents, as in many in-
stances has unfortunately been the case in Jamaica.

9. Are the complaints which come before the special magistrates diminishing; and are
the pianters and apprentices more disposed to acquiesce in their equitable decisions ?—The
number of complaints brought before the special magistrate is certainly on the decrease;
but I do not observe that either master or apprentice is more disposed to acquiesce in, or less:
inclined to murmur at decisions given against them, than heretofore. The award of the ma-
gistrate is much oftener required by either party, in his capacity ofjudge, than resorted to
by mutual consent, as referee or arbitrator. .

10. What is your opinion as to the expediency ofan apprenticeship, or an intermediate state
between slavery and freedom. Please to be explicit, giving reasons and facts. Also your
opinion as to the length of one, provided it should be expedient ?--The question here pro-
posed, involving, as it does, the safest and most advisable mode of effecting the abolition of
slavery in the United States, is of paramountimportance. I regret that 1 can only afford it
a few lines. I do consider an apprenticeship, or an intermediate state between slavery and
freedom, not only expedient, but necessary, The striking-off, at once, ofhis strongly rivetted
chains from the slave, his sudden and complete escape, after a galling bondage, from all
restraint, his instantaneous assumption of all the rights of a free agent, after the deep and
depressing degradation, in which he and his forefathers have been so long plunged, would
be like the release in a crowd of a savage animal, whose first impulse and movements, on
the casting off of his bonds, would be injurious to those around him, and perhaps fatal to
himself. Let there then be an intermediate state, the conditions of which shall graduall
relax from a near resemblance to a state of slavery to an approximation to perfect freedom,
until it merge entirely in the latter. The want of a graduated scale, on this principle, has
been the dominant defect in the British scheme ofemancipation, and will give rise, hereafter,
to certain inconveniences more easily foreseen than now to be guarded against. I think
that all slaves under eight years of age, and above 50; all women having more than two
children should be manumised at once. An apprenticeship, or term of conditional com-
pulsory labour should be instituted as regards all others, for the space of five years. I would
accord to the master five whole days’ labour, of nine hours each, for the first year ; four for
the second ; three for the third ; two for the fourth; and one only for the last. During this
progression, the apprentice should be secured in possession of his house, grounds, and -all
other allowances at present accorded to him. There is little doubt but that, when treated
with humanity, he would give, for an equitable remuneration, the labour at his owndisposal,
to the person entitled by law to the remaining portion of his time; for an inhuman master,
it cannot be expected, nor indeed would it be desirable that he should do so. As he would,
then, up to the period of complete emancipation, be accustomed to live on his master’s pto-
perty, and to work for him in his own time, his continuing to remain there, when altogether
a freeman, might, I think, be safely depended on.
_ The use of the lash should be abolished in toto, or restrained to such offences as would
justly subject a freeman to the same degrading punishment. In the place of the whip should
be instituted a system of continuous penal labour, for six days of 10 hours each, during the
week, with close confinement on Sundays and holidays. The suitable and congruous punish-
ment for the peculiar delinquencies of an apprentice, or unpaid labourer, such as improper
performance of, or refusal to labour, is clearly labour compulsory and continuous ; this, with
solitary confinement in aggravated cases, would, I am persuaded, answer every end. The
exemptions, privileges, and indulgences claimed by nature for pregnant women, nursing
mothers, and for the sick, the source of much dispute and inconvenience in Jamaica, should
be strictly defined by law, and scrupulously observed. The advantages of a special magis-
tracy, unconnected with the question and the country, like that imposed by Great Britain
on her colonies, could not be obtained, and indeed would not be tolerated in the indepen-
ent provinces of the Union; but I should anticipate little difficulty in finding a sufficient

number ofenlightened,conscientious and impartial persons, paid by and responsible to Congress
for the proper performance of their duties, who might safelv be invested with powers adequate
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to the due administration of the law. I think, if the payment of a sum of money, as a com

pensation, should be found expedient, that it should be effected in the way of purchase by
Government. In such case the slave of the individual would become the apprentice of the
ublic, which would be thus enabled, at least in part, to reimburse itself, by hiring out the

Tabourer at its disposal; the former master to have a right to preference, where no proof or
suspicion of cruelty existed against him. The purchase-money should on no account be paid
before the determination of the preparatory period, and then only for such individuals as.
may be at the time in existence. ‘lhe surplus resulting from the decrease by deaths to be
paid at the same capitation value to the increase by births. A plan of this nature would
secure the attention of the master to the wants and comforts of his dependents, and promote
at the same time the most essential interests of a country of such vast extent as that com-
prised in the United States, by ensuring the production and healthy elevation of a numerous
and robust population. Interest should be allowed on the debt, and the amount of the hire.
be borne against the employer, as a set-off, at the period of payment. The master would
thus not only enjoy the advantage of the amount of his claim, but also that of obtaining the
services of his late dependent without immediate payment.

11. What is your opinion as to the necessity or safety of giving religious instruction to
slaves ?—I cannot disguise my amazement at a question, which would better suit the
principles of a disciple of Pyrrho, than those of a member of any Christian com-.
munity. Will Mr. Harvey suffer me to ask him whether God be not the God of all alike;
of the poor, as well as of the rich; of the humble, as of the powerful; of the Gentile, as of
the Jew; of the black man, as well as cf the white? Or did the blessed Redeemer of man-
kind direct his Holy Gospel to be preached, and declare the glad tidings of salvation to those
only, the hue of whose skins happens to resemble that of the American slave-dealer? Irefer
Mr. Harvey for a reply to the Evangelists passions; and, in particular, to the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians, chapter 10, verses 11, 12,13 & 14.
Of the foregoing observations many are applicable to the present stage, and to the progress,

of the apprenticeship in Jamaica ; and bya parity of reasoning, I feel it a conscientious and
imperious duty to earnestly recommend the immediate emancipation of all women having
more than two children, and the abolition both of the lash and of the tread-mill. They are as
real and as essential modes of torture as the thumbscrew or the rack ; as it surely matters
little, when the infliction of bodily pain is the end sought to be obtained, in what form it is
applied. That the most humane oF the special magistrates have often been under the neces--
sity of recurring to these descriptions of punishments, has been entirely owing to the want
of other equally efficient and less objectionable modes of penal correction. I am persuaded
that the introduction of a system of continuous labour on estates, so often alluded to and
recommended by myself, would combine necessary coercion with humanity ; a mitigation of
the punishments awarded against the apprentices seems only simple equity. One of the
greatest defects of the present law, and of which the negro complains with much justice, is-
the disparity of the amount of punishment that can be inflicted on his master and on himself
for corresponding offences towards each other. The apprentice is subject to receive 50 lashes,.
and to be kept at hard labour for three months, by sentence of the special justice. The
Imperial Act, regarding the difference of station, awarded imprisonment against the master
for the space of one month, or a fine to the amount of 51.; and on a repitition of the offence,
granted his freedom to the injured apprentice; but the Jamaica Legislature chose to limit
the extreme punishment to a fine of 3/. sterling; in default of payment of which, and then
only, he was rendered liable to common imprisonment for the space of fivedays. It is not
a matter of astonishment if, under these circumstances, the negro cannot perceive a system
of equitable proportion, and reciprocal retribution, in the enactments of the local legislature.

I shall cunclude this report, which has grown to an unusual length, with a few observations,
which are drawn from me by the very defective working of the Act for the classification of
the apprentices, now in force. It has proved totally inadequate to the attainment of the end
proposed, that of ensuring to the master, and to a certain class of the apprentices, their
respective and lawful rights after 1838. So far from settling the question, It will only serve
to throw new impediments in the way of right and justice, to raise fresh doubts, and to
create such a maze of confusion as can only be cleared up or dissipated by further legislative
enactment. Its chief defects are:

1. It enacts that the lists sent in, in the first instance, shall be of those who have been
already classed as non-predials; that is, the very lists prepared by the master himself,
and delivered by him to the Commissioners of"Planting Valuatora appointed in 1834;
without the concurrence, or even the knowledge, of the apprentice, whose freedom is now
stake.

2. There is no penalty whatever to compel a due obedience to the law on the part of the
planter; he may or he may not comply with its provisions as he thinks proper. In many
instances the masters have availed themselves of this omission, and have neither sent in the
lists required, nor appointed referees or arbitrators as directed by law. In such cases the
apprentice has no remedy, and thousands may, under this statute, be defrauded of their

freedom, and be illegally detained in bondage until 1840.
__3. Many of the apprentices are hired out as domestics to persons residing in parts ofthe
island, so distant from the property to which they are attached, that they cannot possibly
present themselves, according to law, before the special magistrate on his visit to the estate,
to advance their claim,

4. There is no security against the master compelling the apprentice to leave the
property, and be out of the way on the day appointed for the visit of the special justice.

5. The constables may also forget, or omit, to give due notice to their fellow apprentices of
the
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the day which the magistrate hasfixed for investigating into their claims; this I know to have

occurred in several instances. The constables may be even deterred or induced by their
employers to withhold the necessary information. ;

6. The five prior remarks distinctly show that the Act is at once inefficient and defective,
and that it is so worded as to afford no protection or security to the non-predial apprentice,
whom an unconscientious or unscrupulous master may be disposed to defraud of Re lawful
rights ; of which, when once deprived, then to sign and seal the actual wrong done him; to
preclude him from every chance of redress; toextinguish even hope, the last consolation of
the oppressed; the doors of the courts of justice are barred against him, by clause the 8th,
which enacts, I quote verbatim, that “ A copy of such list or certificate, so signed, shall
be deemed and taken to be conclusive evidence of the class to which all and every the
persons whose names are therein contamed shall belong; and also conclusive evidence
against the claims of any apprentice on any plantation, pen, or other settlement, claiming
to be a non-predial, whose name shall not appear on such list.”

 

Ihave, &c.
Capt. S. R. Warren, (signed) Edward Dacres Baynes.

&e &e. &e.

(No. 39.)
Sir, Licidas District, 1 July 1837.’

I nave the satisfaction to report the state of this district as being quiet and laborious.
The majority of offences consist of petty thefts and absence, perpetrated by the refuse of the
estates’ apprentices, who, having persisted in misdemeanors under a severer mode of govern-
ment, cannot now be expected to amend.
The condition of mothers with increasing families will not bear any comparison, on the

score of comfort, with the same class under the old system; the nursing generally afforded
is insufficient, and the least portion of the master’s time taken by them for the purpose is
looked upon with a jealous eye, if not made a subject of complaint to the magistrate. Before
the end of the apprenticeship the condition of many will be deplorable, from a still further
robable increase.
Whether the mothers will be induced by rigorous measures to encourage their children

to work for hire, it is needless to inquire; yet upon their feelings depends the success of the
system, as far as the future habits of the rising generation are concerned. The love of
offspring is generally a strong feature of the negro character; and that their free children
have not hitherto worked for wages, all overtures to that effect having been disregarded,
only shows the judicious discrimination of maternal care, which deprecates the former system
of children at the tender age of seven or nine years engaging in severe field-labour, before
their physical capabilities were properly developed.
To that system is to beattributed the decreasing population formerly complained of, and the

living witnesses existing on every plantation, ofpeople, adults in age, exhibiting the appearance
of mere children. ‘Total exemption from labour (except in the cultivation of provisions and
domestic matters) of all free children to the age of 15, would ensure a healthy and athletic
race of labourers. Their education and moral instruction, in the meantime, demands the
attention of the Legislature, and the better energies of the planter; and however unwilling
the parents may be to expose their children to hard labour at a tender age, a most laudable
wish exists to have them properly instructed. 1 assume this fact as a proof of the advance
‘of civilization among the apprentices, and as giving a well-grounded hope for the future
prosperity of the country. Even had they resisted all measures likely to benefit themselves
or their offspring, it should excite no surprise, emanating from a people who a few years ago
were kept in systematic ignorance of every moral and religious tie, and, excepting in the
severe duties of obedience and labour, were wholly uninstructed. Although great improve-
ments have already been effected, it cannot be expected that they fully understand the
advantages and duties of a denizen; and I assume (from the difficulty of imbibing new
ideas after a certain period of life) that the greater part of the middle-aged population never
will (the apprenticeship being only mitigated slavery, in no manner conduces to that desir-
able end); it is therefore to the younger part of the apprentices and the free children we must
look to for the completion of the great benefits derivable from a state of freedom: a change
from degraded slaves and forced cultivators to cheerful and intelligent free labourers.

If the mothers of free children were to hire their progeny for money to the planters, it
would undoubtedly be considered as a proof of industry and good will. I contend that (for
reasons adduced before) their time would be better employed in learning those truths and
duties which are essential to their happiness, as ignorance and indolence will ever be found
inseparable companions,

If this well-known truth is not attended to, and the children are suffered to grow to man-
hood uninstructed (in itself the fruitful source of crime), when all the evils which will arise
from the neglect of education are felt, and doubly felt when the severe discipline of the
System is removed, no blame can be attached to the parents; but great will be the responsi-
bility of those who allowed the larger portion of the community to remain in ignorance; and
shose who neglected to provide for the storm, are assuredly in danger of reaping the whirl-
wind,

These remarks, I trust, will not be considered either harsh or uncalled for when I mention,
that out ofa large population only 11 free children of apprentices are receiving the advan-
tages of education in this district.
mm. Tam, &e. . .
To his Excellency the Governor. (signed) S. It. Ricketts, Special Justice.
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(No. 40.)

Sincx my last report the apprentices generally have been behaving well, and a good
feeling appears to exist between them and .their employers. They are workingwillingly
the working hours being nine, allowing three hours of relaxation in the day. Task-work is
generally resorted to, and in many places they are working in their own time for wages, at
the rate of 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day. They get their usual imdulgences. The free chile
dren are supported by their parents, who will not allow them to work. Six have purchased
their discharge since the last report. The prospects for the ensuing crop are generally
favourable, and the cultivation forward. The seasons have been remarkably favourable.

(signed) _ John R. Hulme, Special Justice.

 

(No. 41.)

Sir, Lucea, 25 July 1837,

I nave the honour to inform you that the conduct of the 10,000 apprentices unde: m
jurisdiction has lately been exceedingly exemplary. The crop is now finished throughout
this district. The returns I have requested are not yet made to me, but Iam aware
that an increase of about 500 hogsheads has taken place on the previous year. The
cessation of the severe and complicated work of the sugar estates during crop time may in
some measure account for the tranquil and orderly conduct of the apprentices at this time;
but the fact of my having at this period of the month of July only had occasion to
punish in this district, the most extensive in the island, in eight cases, and some of these not
deserving the name of punishments, can only be accounted for by the existence of the
mutual good feeling that in general subsists between the managers and the apprentices.
I shall not disguise that I claim to have in some measure been instrumental in assisting in
promoting this feeling; for while I have held the commission | have studiously endeavoured
to impress upon those individuals within my jurisdiction that I have imposed upon me a
higher duty (that of cultivating this feeling and preserving tranquillity) than merely to
afford gratuitous opportunities of litigation, producing in many instances no other effect than
the excitement of the bad passions of both master and servant.

I now find a general desire among the apprentices to work by task ; but the bargains are
usually made without my interference or cognizance. At all times, while not working task,
(except on two or three estates during crop time, whereon the people work eight hours per
day, five days a week,) the hours of labour are nine hours per day, four days, and four-and-
a-half hours on the 5th day of the week. The apprentices are eager to work for wages.
I find, in some instances, that they have been neglecting the cultivation of their ground pro-
visions, by employing their labour and time in raising ginger, coffee, arrow-root, &Xc. for sale;
and also by working for hire ; the rate of wages averaging, for an able-bodied negro, 2s. ster-
ing per day.
Withthe exception of a general desire among the managers to exact labour from women

who were indulged by being exempted from work previous to the enactment of the present
law, and except the stoppage of the rations formerly given to the young children now free, I
find that the managers allow all the other allowances and indulgences which were customary
in the time of slavery.
What the condition of the free children is I have very little means of knowing ; they appear

to be generally well clothed; but 1 have learned that considerable mortality has occurred
amongst them, occasioned by ignorance or neglect. I have never acted on the 13th clause
of the Imperial Act, or the 18th of the Local Act, for the Abolition of Slavery; and should
a case come before me, I would not then be inclined to do so, except under peculiar circum-
stances, on my own responsibility. Although I am free to confess, and Ido so advisedly,
that an apprenticeship, combining facilities, or imposing the condition of a provision of religi-
ous, moral, mental, and physical education, was better adapted and more necessary for secur-
ing a capacity on their part of enjoying a positive state of political and social freedom, and
for inculcating habits of industry, than any apprentice for their parents.

I hope it may not be considered impertinent to this report to hazard the opinion, that the
apprenticeship of the adult population might safely, and with advantage, be dispensed with
immediately. 1 know, within my own knowledge, the parish I am now stationed in, and
from personal observation of the habits and character of the people, I have formed this op!-
nion. I am acquainted with the pastoral districts of St. Ann’s, the parishes of Vere, Claren-
don, and the coffee mountains of Manchester; in addition to this, therefore, this opinion 1s
grounded on some acquaintanceship with the people. It is unnecessary that I should offer
many reasons for holding this opinion; it may be sufficient to state, that the exceptions are
exceedingly few where I have not found that the apprentices are within the pastoral charge
and under the moral control of Christian clergymen of some one denomination or other.
Moreover, they have been accustomed all their lives to labour; and they are already so far
advanced in civilization, that they will gladly labour for its luxuries. I never saw any signs
of laziness among the negroes where there was any incitement to industry.

I find no general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge from the appren-
ticeship. The releases from the apprenticeship that occur are usually either purchasesmadeof

€
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the apprenticeship of females for the avowed purpose ofconcubinage by third parties ; or they
arise from (in some instances) a quarrel between the apprentice and the manager; but cases
also happen, and to some extent, merely for the purpose of transferring their labour to other
individuals, to whom they secure their services by entering into articles. I cannot correctly
ascertain how many discharges from apprenticeship have been effected during the quarter
ending 1st July last. Cases occur where the money passes without my knowledge, and the
discharge is made without my signature. The number of valuations was 19, and probably
one half of these have paid the money.

In this district, I understand that the prospects of the ensuing crop never presented a more
promising appearance. The seasons could not have been more favourable; and since the
assing of the Abolition Law, the general state of the cultivation has never been so good, nor

has the estates’ work been sq far advanced ata like period of the year.

I beg here to state that, nine months ago, when I arrived in this district, I found that
opinion abroad, amongst theoverseersand other managers, that they have left in their handsa power to punish delinquents by locking them up 24 hours, provided it is afterwards reported
to the special magistrate. I have succeeded in putting a stop to this by making them under-stand that the power is in the hands of the constable asa restraining power in cases of a breach
of the peace, or insubordination calculated to produce a breach of the peace, or cause the
law to be violated, or for securing a runaway; but that no legal power of punishment is in
the hands of either master or constable.

I have, &c.

S. R. Warren, Esq., Gov. Sec. _ Hall Pringle,
&e. &e. &e. Special Justice of the Peace.

 

(No. 42.)

REPORT.

St. Elizabeth’s, July 1837.
THe most material circumstance in the history of this part of the island during the lastquarter, and one therefore which naturally calls for remark, has been the prevalence of asuspicion that the Negroes of this and one or two of the neighbouring parishes weremeditating schemes of insurrection and violence. Nothing of this kind (as it appeared),being too absurd and improbable to obtain credit ; where a disposition existed to forbodeevil, tales of alarm were circulated in abundance. The apprentice, never more peaceablydisposed, saw himself the object of a rising distrust, which he could not comprehend, andwas made to hear language and to see preparations which might rather have suggested tohim offensive than defensive warfare.

The intimate knowledge I have of the apprentices of my district, and I may perhaps saythe confidence I have acquired among them, enabled me from the first to discredit the wholeof these most calumnious rumours, and to report to his Excellency, from time to time, theabundant evidence that could be adduced of their utter groundlessness.
. I need not add that the result has confirmed these opinions; but it is but doing ordinaryJustice to the apprentices generally in this part of the suspected district tostate,that thoughthey were hurt at the surmises that prevailed, and felt as men conscious of the innocence oftheir intentions, I have never witnessed the least exasperation of feeling, nor heard a singleexpression of resentment.

That which the occasion too readily called forth in some of those who have authority overthemhas, I hope, entirely subsided. I venture to predict, that, in whatever motives thosereports originated, thefailure has been too signal to encourage any similar attempt. In nopart of the world, probably, is there less reason to apprehend a disturbance of the publicpeace than in this colony.

Iforbear to touch on all the heads prescribed for these quarterly reports, as it would leadto repetition, .

Of the gradual improvement of the people under the present system, no doubt can exist.now no intelligent person, with opportunities of forming an opinion upon the subject andWho has been long enough in the island to compare one period with another, who makes it
€ven a question.

I Speak, however, of my own district and neighbourhood, where religious instruction, theSreat means of civilization and moral improvement, has been considerably encouraged.
~154,
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This parish, incommon, I believe, with most parts of the island, is suffering from shortness
of provisions, arising from the long period of dry weather soon after the planting time. Some
allege that it is owing entirely to another cause; the neglect of cultivation. When I find
however, that managers themselves, who have the choice of land on the property for apro-

vision ground, and the command of any number of the people to plant and clean it, are no
better supplied than their people, the natural conclusion seems tobe that. it is owing to some
commo cause; the improvidence and neglect has at least been mutual, if neglect it be.
But I have, in several instances, caused the apprentice-grounds to be inspected, in order to
be under no doubt on so important a subject; and I am assured that they are still carefully
cultivated, and that provisions will ere long be again abundant.

During the last quarter, twelve persons have pvrchased their release from the apprentice-
ship; eight of them have, I find, entered the service of other masters for the apprentice-
term, having been assisted, in whole or in part, with the money required; induced either b
some discontent with the place they have left, or a desire to joi some connexion at that to
which they have gone, to make the change of service.

(signed) John Daughtrey, 8. M.

 

(No. 43.)

Sir, Barton Isles, 2 July 1837.

In my present quarterly report I must remark, that, during the first two months of this

quarter, the general conduct of the apprentices was not good; there appeared a kind of

doggedness; the last month, however, has been an improving one.

The feeling between the apprentices and their employers remains much as usual; the
former never do anything gratuitously.

I have still complaints that sufficient work is not done, sometimes to the extent of half

what it should be; I consider that task-work would prevent this in some measure.

Nine hours per day are the usual working hours in my district, allowing the three hours
for meals. ©

Task-work is generally resorted to by mutual consent in digging of cane-holes, which has

always been the case; it is also partially commencing in other sorts of labour; the reason

why it is not more general seems to be from the variety of character in a gang, as some are
industrious, some idle, some disorderly, and some quiet, &c.

It is not usual for the apprentices to work for money wages in their own time, except in
crop time, and that is only about the works in the manufacture of produce, but never in the
field ; at which time, the usual rate of pay is 1d. per hour for their extra time. They have
been offered as much as 2s. 1d. for field work, and more sometimes; but in very few
instances has it been accepted, and then only for a day.

In my district, about half the properties have withheld herrings, which formerly were given
monthly, also Christmas allowances; but these are offered in payment of any extra labour
which may be performed ; in most cases where herrings are allowed, it is as a payment for
watching, and in my district the apprentices are allowed to run a great deal of stock, which
also is a consideration for watching.

The condition of the free children in my district is very bad indeed; they are getting more
wild and more idle every day (there are a few exceptions); they are supported on the lands
belonging to the proprietors of their parents, for which such proprietors reap not the least
advantage from any little labour they could do; and their parents have been offered support
and education for them, in consideration of what little services they could perform, as also

ay, but field-work has been invariably rejected, with their usual expression, “ Who ever

ear of free work a field?”

There still exists the same want of facility to places of religious worship or instruction, on
account of distance; some chapels and schools are, however, building, though slowly.

The desire among the apprentices of purchasing their discharge amounts to the average of
five per month in my district, comprising the number of 6,500. Thirteen have purchased
themselves since my last quarterly report.

Those who purchase themselves never resort to field labour again for a livelihood;
those who are tradesmen doalittle in their respective ways; domestics generally live 1n

idleness,
This
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This has not been a good cropyear ; half of the estates have fallen off, and half have
improved, and the prospects for the ensuing crops are in general very promising; the seasons
for the most part have been favourable up to the present time.

I have, &c.

C. H. Darling, Esq. (signed) W. A. Bell, 8. M.
Gov. Sec., ke.

 

(No. 44.)

Success House, 30 June 1837.
Tue conduct of the apprentices in my district is tolerably good, and the feelmg manifested

between them and their employers in general is satisfactory. They perform their work
willingly. Their hours for work are from six o’clock in the morning until four in the
evening ; they are allowed one hour for breakfast, and two for dinner. the apprentices are
often employed with task-work, and are paid 10d. currency for their breakfast and two bitts
for their dinner-time. No indulgences are withheld from them that they used to enjoy
during slavery. The free children are supported by their parents, and their appearance is
healthy: their attendance at church and school is regular, and the facilities afforded them
for instruction and religious duties very good. The apprentices’ wish to purchase their
discharge appears daily to increase.

No discharges have been effected within the present month. If they are mechanics, they
follow their trade; if not, they usually hire themselves to gentlemen as servants. The
prospects of the ensuing crops are more favourable than last season.

(signed) Thomas Matthews,
Special Justice, St. Elizabeth.

 

(No. 45.)

Santa Cruz District, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica,Sir, 4 July 1837.
I wave the honour to forward to you, for the consideration of His Excellency theGovernor, the following general quarterly report upon the state of my district, made up tothe 30th June last:

The general conduct of the apprentices, since my last report, has been of a nature satis-factory to all parties, behaving with decency and propriety, labouring with cheerfulness, andperforming a proportion of work considered sufficient. Offences and, as a natural conse-quence, complaints have been rather on the decline; a few instances of absences and neglectsof duty, and a case or two for short labour, and of plundering from provision grounds, haveformed the prevailing features of the offences and complaints that have been committed andpreferred. In a district containing so many of the labouring class, idle and indolent cha-racters will be found, and these offences must needs come; but the body of the people aregiving perfect satisfaction, and it would be a prejudiced mind who would refuse them thistheir due meed of praise.

The good feeling and_ friendly understanding, which it has afforded me such pleasure onprevious occasions to afford my testimony to and approval of, still reign predominant in thedistrict ; and in any case where the stream thereof might happen to be obstructed, it couldonly be attributed to the attempt at exercising by the employer something of the despoticsway of olden times, including a harshness of tone and manner, and ungraciousness, whichthe emancipated bondsman or woman cannot be expected to endure as the affrighted and trem-bling slave would and must have done. The labouring populations, after a three-years’ enfran-chisement from thraldom, know too well their rights and liberties ; they feel themselvesraised and elevated in the scale of existence; and what would once be accounted heinousoffences, and punished with severity, can and should now only be considered as a respectfulassertion of their rights. Thus a kind action, an approving look, good words, and con-ciliating deportment, which are all quite consistent with one’s self-esteem and respect,will induce an apprentice to do, with willingness and alacrity, man things which he orshe could not be compelled to perform now, whatever, under a less happier constitution,might have been the case. ‘The black man, like his brother the white man, may be ledbut not driven to do that which is optional; the one is likely to be acted and prevailed"pon and influenced by the little many civilities and courtesies of life as the other. A good
34.
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and first-rate manager of the old school, unless he changes his sentiments and conduct to
meet the change of the times, would be the worst of managers at the present day. Let the
hue and cry, therefore, be ever so great against the blacks, I maintain that, givine them
similat advantages, they are capable, morally and religiously speaking, to compete with their

at present boasting superiors. ,

Nine hours a day are worked in my district, and one hour relaxation taken by the appren-
tices, labour commencing in the long days of the year at six o’clock and ceasing at four
o’clock; during the short days, labour is begun and concluded half an hour later. I have
just added to my list of properties to be visited, a property of Mr. Thomas Mason, named
Southampton. Mr. Mason on all his properties has persevered, as I am informed, in workin
only eight hours a day; thus, in my opinion, rendering perfectly unavailing to the appren-
tices the additional time weekly of four and a half hours allowed by law for the purpose of
assisting them in the cultivation of their provision grounds. The eight-hours’ system never
had and never will have my sanction.

Task-work is not generally resorted to in my district, but all parties, masters and appren-
tices, appear to be anxious that it should be. The scale of labour alluded to in my last
generalreporthas beenjust submitted to the test of practice and the approval of experience,
and happy shall I be if a workable system in all respects will be the result of the experiment,
Should such be the case, I anticipate that there will be very few, if any, complaints for insuf-
ficiency of labour. The apprentice, knowing that the specific quantum of work is fixed, and
that consequently he cannot be made to perform greater, will willingly accomplish the task,
and the employer, having given his sanction to his scale, must be satisfied therewith,

It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for moneywages ; when they work
at day labour 2s. 6d. is the ordinary rate of wages for agriculturalists; but whentradesmen
hire themselves out, or when labour is undertaken by the job, the terms are arranged b
mutual agreement. The wages are paid in money, as far as my information extends. y
know not of their being paid otherwise than in money. Unless by specific arrangement, the
people would not labour but for money. . .

As to the indulgences usually allowed during slavery, my observations and remarks hereon
must be the same as those heretofore submitted; they are most usually given; but, as they
are only indulgences, they are liable at any moment and upon any occasion to be wholly or
partially withheld, and either temporarily or permanently. Upon the whole, I believe they
are allowed, and if at any time withheld, not for any very considerable length of time. In
some cases, among the poor small settlers, by agreement, the master gives the apprentice
time in lieu of clothing, medical attendance, or for Christmas presents. I have given my
official sanction to one or two agreements of the first description, but not to the others, as
I have not been applied to; but, in fixing the number of days to be given in lieu of clothing,
I calculate what the articles required would cost at a store, and what, in fact, the owner
would have to pay, and thenvalue each day at the minimum price of labour, say 1s. 8d.,

- and allow as many days as may be necessary; the number of days thus given of the
owner, to be actually available to the apprentice, not to be affected by sickness or other
accidents.

No improvement has been made in the condition of the free children since my last
report; they are still in the same miserably neglected state as there described. They are
being brought up in ignorance and idleness, and, as a concomitant, in vice. They must be
compelled to receive instruction, and honestly to obtain a livelihood, or it would be in vain
to look for those benefits which would follow the course suggested.

The district is still in want of greater facilities for education and religious instruction.
A church is to be erected in theSint Cruz Mountains; the site has been fixed upon, but
it will be some considerable time ere the building be finished. A chapel on the Plains is in
progress, but the funds are rather scanty. The rev. gentleman who performs Divine service
at present in a temporary building, is zealously engaged in getting the free settlers and
apprentices in the neighbourhood to assist the undertaking, by giving their personal labour
where they cannot afford to give money. The attendance of the apprentices at Divine
service is very considerably more than the accommodation. In the mountains the clergy-
man is obliged to go about on Sundays alternately to several of the central properties, and
at one place, for want of room, he is obliged to have the service under a large mango
tree, where numbers of the apprentices attend. After the performance of Divine service,
the clergymen employ a considerable portion of time in catechising and affording reli-
gious instruction to such as are inclined. The “ Great House” on Berlin plantation m
these mountains has lately been given, for the purpose of having a school held there at
stated times, but the attendance at the school is not equal to the accommodation; and
although a good many children attend at this school, and at the school at the Moravian
Chapel, superintended by the Rev. Mr. Haman, yet the greatest number of children in the
district do not attend either moral or religious instruction.

There is ageneral desire among the apprentices to get released from the unexpired tenn
of their apprenticeship ; but of late the magistrates have appraised their services so high,
that, during the past quarter of the year, only 10 have effected their discharge by the
payment of the value awarded. Many have been valued who have been unable to raise the

amount,
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amount, and have continued in servitude; in other cases I have objected to the amounts
awarded, as being excessive, and dismissed the case without coming to a decision. These
very high valuations tend to defeat the intentions of the law in favour of the apprentice.
The greater part of those who have obtamed their discharge this quarter have hired them-
selves out; some have left the district, and others have remained with their husbands
or wives, and attend to household concerns, and labouring in the grounds of their
connexions.

The prospect of the ensuing crops of coffee is good. There has lately been very fine rains,
and an abundant supply of fruit are on the trees, and, if the seasonable weather continues,
there is every appearance of large crops being made. But coffee is a delicate article tu rear;
it requires favourable situations and regular and mild seasons, then it does well; but this dis-
trict being so constantly andcertainly subjected to the influence of severe drought, that the
finest appearances cannot be relied on with a certainty of success. The cultivation is well
attended to; the coffee-fields present a pleasing appearance, and cultivation generally appears
to be well kept up.

Much distress at present prevails on account of the very great scarcity of ground
provisions, arising from the late severe dry weather. Since the season commenced,

ople have planted, but some time must elapse ere subsistence can be derived from these
lants. All classes are in consequence suffering, but the apprentices must be put to greater

straits than their richer neighbours. It is attempted to be said, that the apprentices do
not work their grounds; but rhave not been able to convince myself that such is the fact, in
order to record it here; on the contrary, the main body of the people. attend sufficiently to
their grounds, that, if the seasons could be depended upon, would be sufficient for their com-
fortable support, and the rest of their time they hire themselves for money. It is true there
are on every property indolent and lazy characters, who will not cultivate any ground, who
are as inert and slothful in their own affairs as in their duty towards their employers. These
people, therefore, live upon the chance productions of nature, and plundering from the
abours of the industrious; but these are evils which will exist, and the only hope is, that
punishment for offences and the good example of the others may reclaim them; but it is
certainly very unjust on account of the few to condemn the many.

It is said that there are not so much provisions raised now as during slavery, and thence
itis concluded that the people are .not working their grounds. The premises must be
admitted, but not the deductions drawn. Formerly the people cultivated ground provisions
upon a larger scale than they now do; they then raised not only sufficient for their own
consumption, but to supply the public markets. The owner or occupiers of the soil seldom,
if ever, raised provisions for public sale. Then the people had no opportunities of earning
money but by the sale of provisions, in consequence they grew larger crops. Now the
apprentice, by working in his own time, can acquire money more rapidly than by raising
provisions for sale, therefore now he only works his grounds sufficiently for the immediate
Support of himself and family. Let the different possessors of the soil cultivate ground pro-
visions for their own use, and to supply the public markets, then the evil now complained
of, viz. the want of that particular kind of provisions, will have taken its flight for ever.

 

I have, &e.

(signed) — John Harris,
C. H. Darling, Esq., Sec. Special Justice of the Peace.

_ &e. &e. &e.
The King’s House, Spanish Town.

(No. 46.)

Sn, Grecian Regent, 1 July 1837.
Tux crops of coffee just sent to market have not been quite so large as the last year, butthe quality is very superior. There never wasa finer prospect for the next year, and, so faras I can judge, the fields are quite as well cleaned, and the trees as generally pruned asheretofore. “As I have not a single sugar estate in my district, I cannot speak as to them.An abundance of yams and vegetables have been planted in the Negro grounds, and, as theseasons were never finer, we expect most abundant crops; the last year’s were not good,which occasioned considerable inconvenience to theapprentices.

With regard to the conduct of the overseers, I think it is improving; but some of themseem very hard to learn that the altered condition and prospects of the apprentices requireakind, considerate, and humane conduct on their part if they would keep labourers on the
Properties they manage. I think I have less reason, however, to complain on this score,
an many ofmy brother magistrates. Two or three inconsiderate and troublesome overseers
ave been dismissed, and heavy fines imposed on some others in the preceding quarter,which have produced a good effect.

154. Ido
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J do not think the apprentices generally work theirground so well, or to so great an
extent, as they did. The demand for their labour in their own time at wages (about
1s. 6d. sterling per day for ablepeople), the badreturnsof lastyear, the frequency of petty
thefts, and the insecure tenure on which they hold their provision grounds (many owners
having been so foolish as to warn the people that they would be turned off their grounds in
1840, and that those who bought their freedom before should instantly give up their houses
and grounds, without even the three months’ notice which the law appears to contemplate,
but does not clearly and adequately secure), account ‘for this circumstance. There is also
a great disposition manifested by the apprentices to purchase land for themselves, instead of
working on their masters’ grounds, which is wholly to be ascribed to the imprudent conduct
of those who represent their absent owners, and who ought, as I think, to encourage by all
practicable means the continuance of the apprentices on the lands belonging to the
owners.

I cannot say that the good feeling between master and apprentice seems to be on the
increase, neither do I think that any adequate preparation has yet been made for 1838 and
1840, when, if measures to prevent it are not speedily taken, many estates must be
abandoned, owing entirely as I conceive to the folly of the owners in not selecting proper
overseers, and especially in not encouraging married persons mm that capacity, and making
such arrangements as would give those overseers a permanent interest in the prosperity and
comfort of the people.

With regard to education, little has been done in my district. The Church Missionary
Society have recently opened a school, which is, I hear, well attended by apprentices, and
about 30 continue very regularly to attend the Sunday school here; but the apathy which
prevails on this subject is to my mind both astonishing and distressing. If the country is
to prosper, the Government must take this matter into their own hands, and provide
elementary instruction for at least the free children whose parents cannot instruct them,
and no one else appears to have both the inclination and the ability to do it.

I have, &e.

Hi. Bourne.

 

(No. 47.)

REPORT of Special Justice R. Daly, Central District of St. Andrew, June Quarter, 1837.

1. Tux conduct ofthe apprentices is in general orderly, obedient, and, with few exceptions,
mdustrious.

2. There are some instances of a want of good feeling between the apprentices and their
masters. This is, however, almost exclusively confined to properties where the latter are
opposed to the present system, or seek to make the most of the services of the apprentice,
without due regard to the ulterior object which the law contemplates.

3. The apprentices appear very willing to perform their duties when under moderate and
judicious masters.

4. The nine-hour system is now in general use in this district, and is by far the most just
and advantageous for the apprentice. The hours of relaxation are from 10 to 11 o’clock a.M.,
and from 4 o’clock p. m., for the remainder of the day.

5. Task-work is in use on some of the properties in this district, and is I think likely to
become general, and is found advantageous.

6. The apprentices in this district earn a good deal of money by working for wages in
their own time, which they appear anxious to do, and exert themselves much on such
occasions.

7. Most of the indulgences allowed in slavery are withheld; and in some instances where
they are continued, the apprentices are required to give up part of their own time in return
to the property, for instance, where the field-cooks are allowed, water-carriers and they
pay time.

8. The free children, except in very few instances, do not receive any attention from the
masters, and are entirely dependent on their parents,

9. There are two or three schools in the district attached to estates, and there is now2
school-house being built under the superintendence of the Independent missionaries; this
school is more likely to prove useful than those alluded to, as I think the apprentices prefer
sending their children to such schools of a more public character. The apprentice-masters
in the district appear to be favourable to the education and religious instruction of the free
children, as far as I have heard their opinions ; but the number of places of worship are by
no means at present adequate to the population of the district.

10. I do not observe any very great desire among the apprentices to purchase their
diseharge, except when they consider themselves ill treated by their masters; and in such

cases,
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cases, they make every exertion to raise the amount of their valuation, by scraping all their
means together, and often borrowing money, for which they have to serve for a certain time
after becoming free. ;

11. They betake themselves on becoming free to various employments, according to their
former occupations ; but I observe many of them make it a trade to go into the country and
purchase provisions, which they retail in the towns to some advantage; this certainly appears
among them a favourite employment. ;

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop are very good; the season has been particularly
favourable, and the cultivation is in a forward state.

13. I have no particular suggestions to make. I am happy to state that the number of
complaints in my district is lessening every ‘day; and my general court, which is held

weekly, once, at Halfway Tree, and which some months since was crowded with com-
plainants, has been for the last two weeks unattended with one single case.

R. Daly, Special Justice,
Central District, St. Andrew, Jamaica.

 

(No. 48.)

QUARTERLY REPORT, 1 July 1837, St. Andrew’s Mountains, Western District.

Sir,
In reporting on the state of this district, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that

it continues tranquil, and labour is carried on re ularly.
As to what can be correctly termed a good feeling between master and apprentice, I confess

myself sceptical. as to the existence of such while compulsory labour is maintained.
The nine-hour system is under general adoption. Task-work not so hitherto; neither party

seem attached to it.
I know ofno usual indulgence withheld from the apprentice. Labour, in their own time,

averages about 1s. 6d. sterling per day of nine hours.
I believe there is very little doing for any free children, the majority of whom are in a state

of idleness.
The apprentices are anxious to purchase their discharge, but the high value of their services

renders this very difficult. Five only have done so this quarter. Those who purchase their
exemption usually buy or rent land for the cultivation of provisions.
There is every prospect of a good crop next season.
I have no suggestion to offer further, than that under the present system the relation

between master and servant decidedly is not improving ; and however obedient theNegro
population may be to the existing law, they are certainly quite aware that it is not based on
equity.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate.

ke. ke. &e.

(No. 49.)

Sir, Gardens, Port-Royal District, 13 July 1837.
I nave much satisfaction in stating, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,

that the apprentices in my district have continued to improve daily; their general conduct
1s unexceptionable; they are perfectly contented, and work cheerfully. The managers areseeminglygenerally satisfied.
There has been a great scarcity of provisions, owing to the want of seasons, which hasbeen very severely felt, not onlyby the apprentices, but by all classes. There are, however,

some worthless apprentices that will not work their grounds, and in consequence have been
s0 destitute for the want of food, that I was compelled to cause them to be fed at estate’s
expense.
_ It is deeply to be regretted, that charges against the lower order of apprentices, for pil-fermg the estates’ grounds and those of their fellow-apprentices, were so numerous, and toso lamentable an extent, that I was of necessity compelled to have recourse to corporal
punishment. I have, however, the satisfaction to state, that my diary of the past monthwill prove that complaints of that description have greatly diminished by the application.

he introduction of the system of task-labour, agreeably to the scale laid down, will,
‘ave every reason to apprehend, be of the greatest importance to the islands generally.

_ It affords me pleasure to state, that I have gone through the classification of the appren-teed labourers in my district, without any objections being raised, or obstacles thrown in my
way, by either managers or attornies.

he most perfect order and tranquillity prevail in my district.

I have, &c.
S. R. Warren, Esq., Secretary, &c. &c. ke. C. Hamilion, 8. J.

King’s House.
154.
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(No. 50.)

QUARTERLY RETURN of District Upper Part of the Port-Royal Mountains and
Upper Part of St. David’s; Quarter ending 30th of June 1837.

Wuar has been the general conduct of the apprentices in your district since your last

report? ;
Generally good ; there is a great deal ofpilfering by the worst disposed of the apprentices,

and which discourages the others from working their grounds.

Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers, and if so, to what

cause do you attribute it? ;
Such feelings certainly did prevail on my first coming to Jamaica, but they are gradually

wearing off.

Do they perform their work willingly; and if not, to what do you ascribeit ?

I do not think they work with any spirit ; they are naturally prone to idleness, and seek
every opportunity to skulk from their work.

What are the working hours generally in use in your district? Are any and what inter-
val of relaxation allowed to the apprentices during the working hours?

On the greater part of the estates in this district they work five days, of nine hours, one
week, and four days the alternate week; some few work regularly four days anda half only,
One estate, Clifton Mount, in St. Andrew’s, continues to work on the eight-hour system,
They are allowed an interval of one hour to their washmouth and breakfast.

Is task-work generally resorted to in your district? If not, does the objection lie with
the master or the apprentices ?

Task-work is seldom practised in this district. I cannot say where the objection lies,
unless it proceeds from the rugged state of the ground.

Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money wages? If so,
what is the ordinary rate of wages, and how are they paid? If not, have they been
offered ?

In the picking season, when there has been a large crop, as in 1835, they were employed
im their own time, and paid at the rate of 10d. per bushel. Ihave never known them to
refuse when offered 2s. 1d. per day, but they will not work for a macaroni; they are paid in
silver.

Are any indulgences withheld which it was usual during slavery for the estate to
supply ?

Fish and salt are withheld, but not their Christmas allowance (except on one or two

estates); allowances to the lying-in women are also withheld; nor is the surgeon paid for

attending the free children. I have never known medicine denied them.

What is the condition of the free children? and how are they supported?
They are running about wild in the day, their mothers being at work im the fields, who are_

extremely averse to their doing any work for the estate. ;

What facilities does your district supply for education and religious instruction? Is the
attendance in the church equal to the accommodation ?

There are no schools in this district, and only one small chapel (St. Michael’s), which is

usually crowded. Another is about to be built at the base of Clifton Mount, on the

Content-road. There is a great desire on the part of the male adults to learn to read; and
on one estate, Chester Vale, a number of them were taught in the course of twelve months.

Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge? How many
discharges have been effected since your last report?

Few apply now, as they see the utter impracticability of procuring their discharge at a fair
and reasonable rate. { am of opinion there should be two special justices, as well as two
local, on all valuations: only two have effected their discharge.

To what kinds of employment do those who have obtained their discharge usually betake
themselves ?

Generally as domestics. They seldom apply to be valued but when a friend is coming
forward with the money; and it is therefore, in nine cases out of ten, a transfer of service to
a master or mistress of their own choosing. :

What are the prospects of the ensuing crop; and what the general state of cultivation?

Has the season been favourable or otherwise?
This district is entirely coffee estates. The trees present a fine appearance at present, and

it isgenerally thought will yield as fine a crop as that of 1835. The great drought we expe-

rienced the four first months in the year does not appear to have done much injury in this
high quarter of the island.

Have you any suggestions to make, or any practical measures to recommend?
None. I am happy to say everything is going on quietly throughout the district, except

on one estate (Whitfield’sHall, in St. David’s), on which shall be under the necessityof

ordering the police to protect me from the insulting conduct and language of the overseer.

H. Kent, Special Justice.
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(No. 51.)
(Extract.)

Sir, Manchioneal, 15 July 1837.
Tue violent conduct and improper examples of gentlemen of influence, unfortunately too

successfully imitated by their subordinate agents, the overseers and bookkeepers, prevent me
from reporting any favourable change in the mode of management pursued by the planters of
Manchioneal. The continued Opposition to the law, and frequently to the dictates o “humanity
and justice, is arrested only by t e strong powers of the law. The planters of this district
were formerly too often, and criminally, permitted to infringe the laws, and invade the privi-
leges of the apprentices with impunity. The surrender of their power to tyrannize, which
has become inevitable under a proper administration of the Abolition Act, is attended by a
resistance to the authority of the magistrates, frequently approaching to personal violence.

In several of the despatches which I have from time to time forwarded from this district,
it would be seen that the arrangements for the extra labour of -the apprentices were of the
most unsatisfactory, nay, unjust character; requiring a vast deal of extra labour from the
apprentices, old and young, men and women, in return for which the “ indulgences of
slavery” were to be continued; that such indulgences frequently included the natural obli
gations of mothers to their infants and sick children. My opposition to these arrangements,
and determination not to renew contracts so disadvantageous to the apprentices, who them-
selves bitterly complained of their injustice, rendered me obnoxious to Mr. and Mr. .
Every means which ingenuity or malice could suggest was resorted to, in order to accomplish
my removal from this district, while the most powerful attempts were used, and the Executive
was annoyed by misrepresentations and petitions, with sophistical and inconclusive premises,
I was personally subjected to annoyances of a disagreeable and severe character.

 

 

It is now my duty to state the treatment I have experienced in my recent visits to Elm
Wood (the property of Mr. ), and Betty’s Hope (the property of Mr. ). On my
two last visits to Elm Wood, I was compelled to hold my court under the roof of an old
cattle-mill. On one side of this building, where the carpenters of the plantation usually
work, I was required to hold a court. On the opposite side were the horses of the visitors;
in the centre the sheep were kept. To add to the annoyances of this disagreeable and
filthy situation, the last day was rainy, and the leaky state of the roof compelled me on
several occasions to put up my papers, which had become partially saturated with water.
Late in the evening of the day before this visit, Mr. caused a sign-post to be stuck up
on the gate of the road connecting Rose Garden and Elm Wood (a road used from time
immemorial by travellers between the two properties), intimating that all persons would be
‘prosecuted as trespassers who travelled thereon. This I should have disregarded but for a
recent decision of the Supreme Court, in my opinion opposite and repugnant to the spirit
and letter of the law, which gives the special magistrate the liberty of ingress and egress
through the plantations of his district. I would also have been spared the personal opposi-
tion of Mr. —--- but for another recent decision of the court, making it imperative on the
magistrate to settle all disputes on the plantations on which they occur, and to which there
may be attached upwards of 40 apprentices. Mr. ’s conduct throughout justifies the
presumption that the adjudication of the complaints brought forward was of secondary
consideration. One of these complaints was against two mothers of children, to obtain re-
payment of a few days lost to his services, while they were engaged in attending to their
sick children, although he had previously refused them either medicine or medical attend-
ance. On deciding that such time could not be repaid, inasmuch as it was lost by the
women through circumstances over which they could exercise no control, and that the
Abolition Act did not intend to supersede the natural obligations which parents owe to their
offspring, I was threatened with the vengeance of the superior courts. And if credence is
to be attached to the declarations of Mr. » I shall most certainly be plunged in the
vortex of legal difficulties and embarrassments.

 

 

 

 

 

A few days after I was summoned on the property to adjudicate a complaint. The over-
seer directed me to an out-room adjoming the kitchen; here I declined holding a court;
and to add to this gross indignity, he offered me the use of his horse-stable for the urpose.
By the orders of Mr. I was prevented from riding through the ordinary roads between
Reach and Spring Valley and Betty’s Hope and Orange Hill. These properties are all in
my district; and the consequence of these orders, coupled with the recent decisions of the
Chief Justice before adverted to, is to entail on me in some instances an additional ride offive to six miles.

 

Such is the conduct of gentlemen who are bound by the obligations which they owe to
society to give proper support to the law and its officers.

I have, &e.
Richard Hill, Esq. R. Chamberlaine, Special Justice.

&e. &e. &e.

154.
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(No. 52.)

Sir, Morant Bay, 25 July 1837,
I am happy to be able to assure you of the increasing desire for religious instruction

among the apprentices of my district. ;
To support this opinion it might be sufficient for me to direct attention to their regular

attendance at places of worship; their anxiety to form matrimonial connexions, and the
substitution of religious discipline in their social meetings for the unprofitable and pernicious
habits to which they were formerly addicted. But sufficient as these habits are to indicate
advancement in Christian civilization, and to mark the crossing of the threshold which
separates superstition from Christian knowledge, it is my happiness to record a circum-
stance which places the desire of the apprentices for religious instruction in a more
prominent light.

Sometime ago the Reverend Henry Hoage was permitted to preach at Belvidere estate,
but the only place that the proprietor could spare was ill-suited for the purpose. The
apprentices felt this, and were not slow in agreemg among themselves to build a new chapel,
sufficient to afford them comfortable accommodation.
When I heard of their intention, I must confess I doubted the fulfilment of it. I had

heard so much of the misapplication of their time, of days wasted in strife and worthless
pursuits, that I could not help feeling my own experience of their habits considerably
weakened. It was therefore with heartfelt satisfaction, that I witnessed the commence-
ment of the building, which is now finished and well attended.

I have, &e.

T. B. Warren, Esq. (signed) D. Ewart, Special Justice.
&e. &e. &e.

 

(No. 53.)

Sir, Bath, 3 August 1837.
I BzG leave to enclose the following information as it respects my district :—
1. The apprentices continue to conduct themselves in the same good order as whenI last

reported.
. The feeling between master and apprentice good.
3. They are performing labour, with few exceptions, willingly.
4. Working hours, as formerly, nine; two and a half hours allowed during the day for

relaxation.
5. Task-work is a little on the increase, not at all general, the apprentice the party

objecting.
6. The work done for wages since my last report not to any extent ; one estate, Winches-

ter, had dug by apprentices, not all of them belonging to that property, about 20 acres, the
price per acre one doubloon.

7. Indulgences; not aware of any being withheld.
8. The condition of the free children not good, their parents refusing excellent offers.
9. The attendance at church more than equal to the accommodation, but not so with the

schools.
10. The desire to purchase their discharge not general.
11. When free I am not enabled to learn to what employment they betake themselves.
12. The prospect of the ensuing crop good; the dry seasons much against the last crop,

and a fallingoff of the general estimate will be the consequence.

I have, &e.

S. R. Warren, Esq. (signed) George Willis, jun.,
&e. &e. &e. Special Justice.

(No. 54.)

Retreat, St. Thomas-in-the-East,
Sir, Port Morant and Rocky Point District, 1 July 1837.

In making this my quarterly report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,
I have the honour to state that my district remains in the same position; the apprentices
quiet, orderly, and working cheerfully; their masters kind and considerate.
The legal hours of work are properly attended to, and when deviated from to get off the

crop, it is with a mutual good understanding and good feeling between the parties, and for
which the apprentice gets remuneration. Task-work is not general in my district; the
masters are anxious that it should be so, and I feel convinced it would be to the advantage
of both. Where it has been tried, they have been enabled to go to their homes by two o clock,

proving clearly that they are capable of performing much more labour than the master exacts
ror
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from them; should task-work become general, the advantages would be sensibly felt after
1840, as the extra work which they would be able to do for hire would make up, in a great
degree, for a deficiency of hands. Generally speaking, the apprentices are averse to working
for money, preferring time, as they can make more by the cultivation of their extensive
provision grounds, the communication with Kingston being so easy; when provisions are
abundant, they send craft laden to that market. When they work for money, it is generally
in digging cane-holes, and they are paid 5d. for every 12 holes. No indulgences are with-
held from them that they enjoyed during the time of slavery, and the free children have
medical aid and allowances when applied for. Religious instruction is amply provided for,
and at the last parish vestry a considerable grant of money was voted for that purpose.
The apprentices are very fond of attending some place of worship, are well dressed, and
conduct themselves most orderly. In this extensive parish, the churches are too far distant
from each other; it would be most desirable to have a church at Port Morant, and another
in the mountain district. There is not a general wish to purchase their freedom, only three
have done so since my last report. The women that get free chiefly employ themselves as
higglers, purchasing things at Kingston and disposingof them upon the estates, and exchang-
ing for poultry or bread kind ; the men resort to towns, are most ofthem idle, unless (which
is often the case) that some brown tradesman found the money, when he, as free, is obliged
to work harder, with fewer comforts, than he had as an estate apprentice.

The crop this year, from the long continuance of dry weather, disappointed the sanguine
expectations of the managers, and is short; this could not be obviated by human foresight
or extra manual labour; everything is in a state of forwardness for next year. A steam-
engine has just arrived from England for this estate, which indicates confidence after 1840.

I do not anticipate any discontent from the predial population in 1838, nor do I think the
loss will be much felt by the estates, there being so many domestics, that one half of them
were idle, and a constant expense, without a corresponding advantage. In concluding my
report, I trust I shall not be considered presumptuous in hazarding an opinion of the pro-
spects after 1840; it is difficult to look into futurity, but from close observation I, with
the utmost deference, beg to state that I think the good and industrious proportion of the
apprentices will remain in a body on the estate, to obtain the protectionof the master and
the laws; and as numbers, like the bundle of sticks, will constitute strength, they will be
enabled to protect themselves from the bad characters who will exist for a time by robbery.
Not being an enterprising people, they would prefer their present habitations and grounds to
locating themselves among strangers, and, to secure these advantages, will be rea 'y to meet
the reasonable wishes of the master; and when all are alike free, the rising generation, now
in a state of idleness, will be compelled by their parents to work.

 

I have, &c.

To Capt. Warren, &e. &e. &e. (signed) Thos. Baines,
King’s House. Special Justice.

(No. 55.)

Sir, Alley, Vere, 12 July 1837.
I nave the honour to transmit, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the

Plowing report on the state of my district, for the quarter ending the 30th day of June
ast:

Not having been in the parish during the two first months of the quarter, I am unable to
report as fully as I otherwise might have done; Iam, however, compelled to say, that, as far
as my observations have gone, a reciprocal good feeling is apparent between the managers
and apprentices, the latter of whom, generally speaking, are well disposed, and perform their
labour willingly ; and this disposition on their part is encouraged as much as possible by the
managers. All the indulgences which the apprentices were accustomed to receive under the
slave system are still continued, and, as far as [ can learn, they are never withheld, exceptm cases of bad conduct.

The nine-hour working system (with two or three exceptions) is adopted in this parish.
Field labour commences at sunrise, and terminates at sunset. Mid-day, and one hour in
the morning for breakfast, is the time allowed to the apprentices for relaxation from labour.
It is optional with them either to take the hour for breakfast, or to add it to the time allowed
at mid-day. The eight-hour system commences at six or seven o’clock a. M., and terminates
at three or four o’clock Pp. M.; the apprentices have one hour for breakfast, from ten toeleven o’clock. The apprentices also willingly work for hire, whenever their services are
required for the manfacturing of produce, at the rate of 1s. 8d. per day, and digging cane-
holes at 5s, per hundred ; andwhich wages are always paid in money.
With regard to the free children, I have to observe they are supported by their parents.am informed that several of the estates give them allowances atChristmas
154. In
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In this district, with one or two exceptions, this year’s crop has been finished. It is the
eneral opinion that there has been a falling off of one half from the previous year’s crop: it

is, however, to be remarked, that the decrease has not arisen from any fault in the working
of the apprenticeship system, but solely from the dry weather during the past year. The
prospects, however, for next year are most cheering, the May season having been more
favourable than has been recollected in this parish for some time; from which favourable
appearances, the managers are in great hopes of a good return.

I have, &e.

W. R. Ward, Esq., (signed) Richard Armstrong,
Secretary. Special Justice.

 

(No. 56.)

QUARTERLY REPORT.

1. Tue general conduct of the apprentices, since my last report, has been good.

2. In general, there is a good feeling between masters and apprentices; but much dis-
content has been occasioned among those apprentices whose masters have adopted the eight-
hours’ system. Fortunately, only two overseers have, as yet, done this in my district, and
I have every hope that none will follow their example.

3. Generally speaking, they work in a satisfactory manner.

4, The usual system of labour is, working at the rate of nine hours a day, with the interval
ofhalf an hour for breakfast, and between two and three hours for dinner.

5. Task-work is resorted to in almost every case where circumstances will admit. Both
managers and apprentices like this system of labour, but it can only be adopted in particular
cases. The Governor’s recent ordinance respecting a scale of labour will cause task-work
to be carried as far as possible, and with infinite advantage to both master and apprentice.

6. It is very usual with apprentices to work in their own time for wages, when these
are offered; but the present very high rate of wages renders this species of labour much
less common than it would be were wages moderate. The present rate for able-bodied
field Negroes I believe not to be less than half a dollar a day.

7. The same allowances,generally speaking, are given as former! , but on condition of
a certain quantity of extra labour. I speak of such allowances as the master is not com-
pellable to give by the existing law.

8. The free children are usually supported by their parents; but the want of education
among them is perfectly deplorable, and calls for the immediate and most serious attention
of the Government.

9. As yet the facilities of education are extremely limited indeed. Private individuals
and different societies have commenced doing a great deal, but the Jamaica legislature has
literally done nothing. In the present dearth of education, the accommodation, both in
churches and schools, is fully equal to the number of attendants ; but it is to be hoped that
the progress of the people in moral and religious instruction will render many schools and
churches necessary.

10. Any apprentice would naturally be glad to purchase his freedom; but the high rate of
wages has so greatly increased the valuation of apprenticeships, that very few are able to
pay the price now put upon them. Only two have bought their apprenticeships in this
district since my last report.

11. Those who have been employed as field-labourers generally get small patches of
ground, which they work on their own account. I scarcely know an instance of a mam
mitted Negro working on an estate. The tradesmen who buy their freedom generally follow
the trade they exercised as apprentices.

12. In consequence of the great rains that have fallen during the last two months, the
most sanguine hopes are entertained that the crop of 1838 will be very good. Thegeneral

. state of cultivation is as good as could reasonably be expected.

13. Three things appear to me to be in the highest degree necessary for Jamaica: an
extensive, efficient diffusion of moral and religious instruction; the establishment of savings
banks; and the immediate abolition of Negro flogging.

(signed) AlexanderN. Macleod, ,
Special Magistrate, St. Dorothy’s, &c.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 321

— No. 66. —
(No. 211.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,x.c.n.

Sir, Downing-street, 9 February 1838.
I HAVE received your despatch (No. 172) of the 8th of September, enclosing

the special magistrates’ reports for the quarter ending the 30th ofJune.
I observe with great satisfaction the testimony universally borne in these

reports to the continued good conduct, and the orderly, industrious, and im-
proving habits of the apprenticed population, which seems to have been main-
tained in several instances under very trying circumstances; and I have read
with peculiar interest Mr. E. D. Bayne’s letter, in which he gives so strong an
opinion, and draws so striking a picture of the advantages, moral, social, and
political, which have already accrued to the labouring classes in Jamaica from
the change in their condition.

Iobserve, also, that an increase in the number of churches and schools is
visible in most of the districts; that they are generally well attended, and that
the complaint, formerly so common, of an indifference on the part of the mothers
to the education of their children, seems to be disappearing as the means of
education are brought more and more within their reach.
The number of punishments has been diminished within the last six months

by one-half; and it would appear that these are for the most part confined to a
set of irreclaimable characters, of which every community contains a proportion,
though in a community just emerging from slavery, that proportion must of
course be larger than elsewhere. I trust I am justified in presuming that the
main body of the apprenticed population are so well conducted, and so well
aware of their rights and their duties, that punishment is found to be no longer
necessary. That there has been any considerable accession of mutual confidence
and kindliness between the apprentices and their employers, cannot, I fear, be
alleged. It is satisfactory, however, to be assured that whatever unpleasant
feeling may exist, arises from no unwillingness on the part of the former to
submit to the necessary conditions of their social position, and the restraints
imposed on them by the law; but only from the vexatious proceedings and
unreasonable exactions to which they are too frequently exposed, and which may
be most effectually obviatedby the removal of indiscreet and oppressive managers.
With reference to Mr. Grant’s representation of the proceedings on an estate
belonging to Sir John M‘Donald, I am happytoinform you that, on the receipt
of the extract from the report which was transmitted by you to Sir J. M‘Donald,
the overseer of that property was immediately dismissed; and I have no doubt
that the same course would be adopted by other proprietors resident in this
country in any similar case, on a proper representation of the facts being
addressed to them.

I abstain, in compliance with your advice, from forming any opinion on the
particular questions at issue between Mr. Special Justice Cliamberlaine and
sore of the planters in his district; but I fear there can be no reason to hesitate
as to the general effect of the decisions in the Supreme Court, which deny the
right of the special justice to visit every part of the plantations at all times, and
to hear the complaints of the apprentices whenever and wherever they may be
brought before him.
On this and some other points connected with the administration of the

law, which are adverted to in their reports, I abstain from entering more fully
in this despatch, because I have elsewhere had occasion to address you
generally on this subject; and I am satisfied that all the powers which you
at present possess, will be directed to remedy the existing evils.

_ With regard to Mr. Lyon’s letter, from which it would appear that, in the
district to which he has been recently transferred, the apprentices have been
exposed to a great deal of fraud and oppression, and that they have been
deterred from complaining from want of confidence in the special justice,I should wish to receive a further report. I am at a loss to understand how
the system which Mr. Lyon describes can have been carried on to such an
extent without a degree of negligence or inefficiency on the part of the magis-am
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trate, which would render his continuance in the special commission inadmissible.
Ihave to request that you will cause further inquiry to be made into the
circumstances, and endeavour to discover with whom the blame rests. Mr. Lyon
elsewhere remarks that the parish contains a greater number of zealous and
active missionaries than any other in the island. It is hardly to be supposed
that the apprentices could be prevented from representing their grievances
to them; and therefore, if their complaints have been suppressed, you will
probably find no difficulty in ascertaining to whom the suppression of them is
to be ascribed.

I observe that Mr. Hawkins again speaks of the mothers being invariably
required to repay time lost to the estate in attendance on their sick children ;
and Mr. Ramsay also remarks that they “are expected to perform their work
without any consideration of the free children.”

I trust that any doubt which may have been entertained as to the illegality
of such demands has been already removed; if not, I would suggest the
immediate promulgation of a circular instruction to the special justices, again
reminding them that it is their duty to resist every demand upon the services
of the mothers which shall have the effect of depriving them of the time or
the opportunities requisite for the discharge of their necessary maternal
duties,

Most of the magistrates, I perceive, advert to the scarcity of provisions, and
the remissness of the apprentices in tilling their provision grounds. Mr. Cooper
ascribes this to the conduct of the managers in withdrawing the watchmen,
and thus exposing the grounds to depredations. Mr. Bourne states, “ that
many owners have been so foolish as to warn the people that they would be
turned off their grounds in 1840, and that those who bought their freedom
before should instantly give up their houses and grounds, without even the
three months’ notice which the law appears to contemplate, but does not
adequately secure.” This is an evil which ought to be much more dreaded on
behalf of the planters than on behalf of the apprentices, though the tendency is
on all accounts, and for all interests, to be carefully observed. The Assembly
of Jamaica might perhaps be awakened to a sense of its importance, sincethey
appear to have recognised it by their law, although not to any effectual purpose.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 67. —
(183.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 23 September 1837.
In acknowledging the honour of your Lordship’s despatch, No. 30, dated the

30th December 1836, referring to various despatches of Lord Sligo, reporting
acts of oppression towards the apprenticed labourers, and instances of their ill-
treatment in houses of correction, I have to express my regret that I have not
been able to reply to it earlier; but it was referred to the Attorney-general, and
has laid over a considerable time.

Your Lordship’s despatch first refers to the withdrawal of cooks and water-
carriers, as reported by Mr. Special Justice Hamilton. ‘There can hardly be a
greater grievance to the Negro, or one more impolitic as regards the interests of
the master. The hour and a half allowed for breakfast ceases to be a period ofrest, for they must seek fuel and cook their morning meal, after which little time
is left to take their food. The depriving them of water-carriers is still more inju-
rious ; for if water is not brought to the people at their work in their rows, they
are not permitted to quit the rows to seek it, and are thus exposed to the agonies
of thirst under a burning sun.

I would not on any account give your Lordship to believe that these’evils are
general; on the contrary, | consider them of rare occurrence; but unfortunately

we
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we have nothing but the usages of slavery to insist on, without any positive law
to enforce them. The only expedient we have is to direct the special justices
not to award any punishment for insufficiency of work occasioned by that want
of necessary assistance which they are fairly entitled to.

The next case referred to in your Lordship’s despatch is that of Catherine
Bayley, reported by Mr. Special Justice Gregg to have been sent into the field
after she had failed in paying her valuation. There can be-little doubt the mo-
tive was punishment; but it is difficult to obtain evidence of motives. It was
Mr. Gregg’s duty to have declared the nature and amount of labour she was
capable of, and to have warmed the overseer against giving her any other
employment.

In the case of George Walsh, a constable of Bybrook, who complained of
having been degraded of that office, I ain of opinion Mr. Harris could not have
interposed his authority. It may not consist with the efficiency of a constable
that he should at the same time bea field labourer; but the master would con-
sider he infringed no law by making him work on an emergency.

In the case reported by Mr. Manderson to Lord Sligo, where a man of the
name of Clark was employed by Mr. Miller, I am afraid it was, as represented,
a case of great oppression; but the law is against the complaint, and the Attor-
ney-general is of opinion, that in this case, as well as in that described in the
second paragraph, nothing could be done towards bringing the offender to
justice.

The subject of Mr. Baynes’s report on the condition of the house of correc-
tion of St. John’s, is one of the cases included in the bills ignored by the Mid-
dlesex grand jury in October last. But I am happy to say the abuses in that
establishment have been removed.

The cases of local magistrates committing deserters is a direct violation of the
law assigning exclusive jurisdiction to the special magistrates over the appren-
tices, and will be strictly prohibited.
When apprentices are committed, the special magistrates cannot limit or

define their punishment, because it is regulated by law; such at least has been
the doctrine lately declared from the bench by the chief justice; yet we have
recently had a most interesting trial, as I have already reported to your Lord-
ship, in which a free black man, named M‘Vicar, prosecuted the supervisor of
a prison for having been put on the treadmill and in chains without the order
of a magistrate. He recovered damages, and the supervisor was dismissed,
This has not been overlooked, but is now on reference to the Attorney-general
to report whether we may not claim the same rule for apprentices, who have all
the civil rights of other men. I anticipate this will prove a means of correcting
great abuses in the general use of treadmill punishments.

All the other cases of cruelty reported by Mr. Baynes were, I am sorry to say
ignored by the Middlesex October grand court.

I now beg to report to your Lordship that I shall endeavour to remedy some of
these and other evils resulting from the imperfect provisions of the Local Abo-
lition Act, when the House of Assembly meets, by appealing to them to enact
by law all the usages and indulgences which applied to slavery. These secured
cooks, water-carriers and hospital attendants, were lenient to young mothers, and
mothers of six or more children, and protected the aged from hard labour.

On well-regulated estates those usages and indulgences have never been with-
drawn. and the system is working satisfactorily; but it is where managers or
overseers, having only a temporary interest in the properties, disregard the pre-
sent welfare of the labourers, and the future benefit of proprietors, that discon-
tents and complaints are created, alike injurious to the working classes and to
the character of the community.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

154.

JAMAICA.

In No. 170,
4 Sept. 1837.
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(No. 182.) — No. 68. —
Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,

Sir, Downing-street, 15 November 1837.
I wave had the honour to receive your despatch, No. 183, of the 23d September,

written-in answer to mine, No. 30, of the 30th December preceding, on the subject
of divers cases of oppression, which I had found detailed in some of the enclosures
to various recent despatches from Lord Sligo.

It would be in vain for me to pursue the discussion of the particulars of these
cases, since I can have no doubt that every power with which the law, in its
present state, invests the executive authorities, has been exercised by the colonial
government and its officers towards the redress of the grievances in question.
I have to regret, indeed, that a reference to the Attorney-general of Jamaica
should have been the cause of so long a delay in locking further into these
matters ; but I trust that on occasions where practical steps can be taken for
remedying abuses, the Attorney-general is not in the habit of postponing his
reports for so long a space of time. Although in most of the present instances
no legal proceedings seem to have been practicable, I am happy to learn that
some of the most flagrant cases are capable of a remedy, and that the abuses in
the St. John’s house of correction have been removed. In the remaining cases,
a representation to the attornies and proprietors on whose plantations the abuses
occurred might possibly have been of use in preventing their recurrence. You
do not say whether any such representations have been made, and I beg, there-
fore, to remind you of the suggestion to this effect in my despatch of the 30th
November last, and to repeat, that where such representations are found to be
of no avail, the names of the attornies and proprietors, as well as of themanagers,
should be stated. .

I am also happy to be confirmed by you in the opinion which I had before
derived from all the authentic information which had reached me, that theprac-
tices to be corrected are by no means general, but are to be considered as of
rare occurrence, being found “ where managers and overseers, having only
a temporary interest in the properties, disregard the present welfare of the
labourers, and the future benefit of proprietors.” It is not, however, the less
necessary that no means should be left untried to prevent their occurrence, and
thus to remove at once the injury to the working classes, and the reproach to the
character of the community, which you so justly point out as the result of the
misconduct in question. I therefore entirely approve of the purpose which you
entertain of again applying to the Assembly for a remedy of the evils resulting
from the imperfections of the local Abolition Act, and an enforcement by law of
the usages in favour of the Negroes, which prevailed on all well-regulated planta- _
tions in the time of slavery, and, where the management has continued to be
conducted in a just,liberal; and prudent spirit, have never been withdrawn.

I trust that your influence with the legislature will prove effectual for the
object which you have in view; and should this be the case, you will have the
satisfaction of having been instrumental in conferring a most important benefit
on the apprentices, and of applying an effectual remedy to the main defect in
the existing law. I shall await your report of the result of your repregenta-
tions, with the earnest hope that it may be unnecessary to invoke the aid of
Parliament in a case in which it is on every account most desirable that the
local legislature should promptly and cheerfully discharge the duty which
primarily belongs to it.

I cannot dismiss from consideration the specific cases now before me, without
taking this opportunity of recording, that it has not been for want of repeatedefforts on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to obtain an amendment of the
law that it has been found; down to the date of these cases, to be still unavailable
for the correction of such abuses as those which form the subject of this cor-
respondence.

n my despatch, No. 84. of the 29th August 1835, I urged an amendment of
the law, by which the ill-treatment of women in gaols might be prevented.

In my despatch, No. 125, of the 15th October 1835, I desired that the
Assembly should be reminded of the pressing importance of enactments to securethe attendance of the children of apprentices at schools. i

n
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In my despatch, No. 257, of the 24th April 1836, I seconded the wishes of
the Marquis of Sligo for laws to restrain cruelty in hospitals, and to authorize
the inspection of them by special justices at all hours. A committee of the
Assembly alleged, it is true, that the right to inspect was not disputed; but
I find by the despatches now before me, that the attendance and proper treat-
ment of the sick is not yet secured by law, although defects of the law on
this head were pointed to by Lord Stanley at the very beginning of the appren-
ticeship, in his despatch of the 20th February, 1834, No. 3.

In my despatch, No. 285, of the 14th June 1836, I desired that the Assembly
should be applied to for a law to restrain the powers of officers in worklouses
to the infliction of such punishments only as should have been authorized in
writing by a magistrate.

In my despatch, No. 303, of the 28th June 1836, I directed application to be
made to the Assembly for a law to prevent. the flogging of women on the tread-
mill.

In my despatches, Nos. 87 and 103, of the 29th April and 10th June 1837, I
had tu regret the refusal of the Assembly to entertain the various proposals which
you had brought before them, for supplying deficiencies in the Abolition Act,
and for the obtaining uniformity in the distribution of the hours of labour; and
in my despatch, No. 176, of the 31st of last month, I was under the necessity of
issuing such instructions as had become necessary, in consequence of the
Assembly having failed to adopt the recommendation of the Committee of the
House of Commons in the session of 1836, respecting amendments in the law
which governs the valuation of apprentices for the purchase of their discharge.

In my despatch, No. 99, of the 25th of May of this year, I desired that the
Assembly should be called on to exempt the apprentices from the operation of
certam enactments respecting vagrants. I have yet to learn whether this ‘appli-
cation has shared the tate of those previously enumerated.

It is with serious regret and concern thatI have found myself under the neces-
sity of reverting thus specifically to a succession of ineffectual attempts to obtain
requisite amendments of the law in Jamaica; but the continual recurrence of
abuses, to.the prevention of which many of those attempts were directed, impe-
ratively requires that I should discharge myself of the responsibility which would
attach to me, if 1 did not once more convey through you to the Assembly of
Jamaica an earnest exhortation that they will not allow-the period of apprentice-
ship to expire without anything being effectually done by their own intervention,
to mitigate grievances which, while they must cxasperate the minds of the
apprentices, cannot fail to he attended with serious injury to the future interests
of their employers.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 69.—
(No. 141.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, 20 July 1837.
In reporting upon the tranquillity of the island and the general industry of

the apprenticed population, it gives me great concern to inform your Lordship
that the negroes are suffering much from the want of ground provisions in some
parishes, amounting almost to famine.

This has been the consequence of drought in the beginning of the planting
season; and though many attribute the neglect of their provision grounds as the
cause of scarcity, I am of opinion it has been principally owing to an unfortu-
nate season, affecting all classes. .
By the end of next month the new-ground provisions will be available, and

there is every prospect of abundance.
. I have, &c.

(signed) —§ Lionel Smith.
154,

JAMAICA.
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— No. 70. —

(No. 13.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.C.B., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 17 January 1838.
I nave great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that the Christmas

holidays have passed over in perfect tranquillity, and in the best understanding
between masters and apprentices on all well-regulated properties. Nowhere has
there been the least manifestation of combination against a return to labour, even
where they were unkindly denied general indulgences.

I am delighted to say there has been this Christmas a considerable de-
crease of followers in those disgusting Bacchanalian processions in the towns,
the remains of African superstition and slave policy, and I attribute this
improvement to the increase of Christian knowledge.

Above all, it is with sincere pleasure I point your Lordship’s attention to
the great diminution of complaints in the Apprenticeship Reports. The almost
general disuse of flogging, and also a milder system of treatment towards the
apprentices, is in progress by those who are entitled to their services; still our
Abolition Law presents constant impediments to universal amelioration.

I have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE.
 

— No. 71. —
(No. 197.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3B., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 31 October 1837.
Tue sessions of the island legislature opened on the 24th instant, and I do

myself the honour to annex hereto, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of
my speech on the occasion.

I have likewise the honour to transmit copies of the several addresses of the
Council and House of Assembly, with my replies.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 71.

(No. 1.)

Tue Governor’s OPENING SPEECH.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

Tue important events which have occurred in our parent country since I last met the
legislature induced me to lose no time in appealing to the constituency of the island; and
I have now great pleasure in meeting this General Assembly on the earliest day consistent
with the public welfare and your convenience. ;
The people of Jamaica,yielding to no class of subjects in loyalty, will mourn the loss of

a Sovereign who had attached himself to the colony from his early youth, and who remained
during his eventful reign warmly animated by the most anxious wishes for its prosperity
and welfare. You will,1 am persuaded, participate in those universal feelings of sorrow
occasioned by his death, and in the severe affliction which has thus overtaken his amiable
consort.

By this bereavement Providence has called to the throne of her ancestors our most gracious
Sovereign Queen Victoria, whose accession has been hailed by the loyal devotion of all
classes of her subjects, estimated by the virtues which adorn her character, and favour the
auspices of a glorious and happy reign.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
I shall take the earliest opportunities of laying before you the views of Her Majesty’s

Government with regard to the office of Receiver-general, and their suggestions respecting
our whole prison system, and the future disposal of convicts. I shall resort with confidence
to you for such supplies as are necessary for the support of the public service.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

On my first meeting the legislature, I brought such subjects to their notice as I consi-
dered of paramount importance; and I had the satisfaction of witnessing last session an
anxious desire on your part to improve the religious condition of the Negro population.
Subsequent experience in your local affairs has not diminished my confidence on that and
other subjects, particularly that you will receive from me, with your usual liberality, such
suggestions as Pinay, in the course of the sessions, have to propose to you for the improve-
ment of the future interests of masters and apprentices, so as to remove those frequent
causes of collision which now disturb the well-working of the system. 1 know of nothing
80 Nnportant to the welfare of the colony as to soften dowe any defects or injurious practice
of the law, as the means of securing the successful transition of apprenticeship to unre-
stricted freedom.
The details of these matters are too minute to trouble you with here, but they will form

subjects of distinct appeal to your calm consideration.
Notwithstanding the severe drought under which the island suffered so many months, and

the consequent scarcity of provisions amongst the labouring classes, I am happy in being able
to record my testimony to the orderly and peaceable demeanour of our peasantry; and
I trust in Providence that the present favourable season will fully realize the promises of
abundance.

I look forward with pleasure, gentlemen, that all your deliberations will be directed to the
Seneral welfare, and that you will be desirous to aid in those objects of liberal policy which
rons Her M ajesty’s Government in furtherance of the momentous changes now in
optess,
154,

JAMAICA.
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_ & Jamaica,” Ss.
To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable

Military Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Hanoverian Order

a Lieutenant-General in Her Majesty’s Land Forces, and Colonel of the 40th

Regiment of Foot, Captain-General, Governor in Chief, and Commander of the

Forces in and over Her Maj esty’s Island of Jamaica, and other the Territories thereon

depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c.

The humble Address of the Council.

May it please your Excellency,
We, the Council of Jamaica, request your Excellency to accept our thanks for the speech

with which you have been pleased to open the present session; and: we acknowledge your

Excellency’s assembling the legislature on a day consistent with the public welfare and our

convenience, :

We are fully aware that the people of Jamaica, yielding to no class of subjects in loyalty,

do most sincerely mourn the loss of a Sovereign who had so remarkably attached himself to

the colony, and who remained so warmly animated for its prosperity and welfare during

his eventful reign; and we beg leave to tender our heartfelt participation in those feelingsof

sorrow occasioned by his death, and for the severe affliction which has thus overtaken his

amiable consort.
Under so great. a calamity our consolation is only to be found in the accession of our

most gracious Queen Victoria to the throne of her ancestors, which has been hailed by the

loyal devotion of her subjects, thus truly estimating the virtues which adorn her character,

and which are auspicious of a glorious and a happy reign.

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that the Council continue animated by the most

anxious desire to improve the religious condition of the Negro ‘population, and that any

suggestions your Excellency may be pleased to make to them on that or any other subject

shail receive their best attention, confident that the future interests of master and apprentice

can only be secured by removing those causes of collision which may disturb the present

working of the system, and by remedying any defects in the law, endeavour to secure so

desirable an end as the successful transition from apprenticeship to unrestricted freedom.

We are happy to learn from your Excellency that the conduct of our peasantry.has been

so orderly and peaceable during the severe drought under which this island has suffered

and we trust in Providence our present promises of abundance may be realized.

We assure your Excellency that all our deliberations shall be directed towards securing

the general welfare ; and the Council are most anxious, in attaining that object, to aid Her

Majesty’s Government in furthering the important changes now in progress.

Passed the Council this 25th day of October 1837.

(signed) W. G. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.

(True copy.) .

1’. R. Warren, Secretary.

 

(No. 3.)
Gentlemen of the Council,

I RETUEN you my best thanks for your address, and for the assurances it contains of your

readiness to receive any suggestions I may have to make to you during the sessiun.

I am confident of your support in aiding Her Majesty’s Government to acconiplish the

great and important change now in progress, in such a manner as to secure the aim of all

our labours—the general welfare and prosperity of this valuable colony.

 

(No. 4.)

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica, thank your

Excellency for your speech at the opening of the session, and we duly appreciate the

consideration evinced by your Excellency in convening this General Assembly on the earliest

day consistent with the public welfare and our convenience.

_ Animated as we ever were with the warmest feelings of loyalty to his late Majesty, we

join. your Excellency with great sincerity in mourning the loss of a Sovereign who had

attached himself to the colony from his early youth, and who manifested duringhis eventful

reign his deep anxiety for its prosperity and welfare. We cannot, therefore, but participate

in those universal feelings of sorrow occasioned by his death, and in the severe afllicticn

which has thus overtaken his amiable consort.

While we deplore the demise of our late King, it is to us a source of consolation that

Providence has called to the throne of her ancestors our most gracious Sovereign Queen

Victoria, whose accession has been hailed by the loyal devotion of all classes of her subjects,

and whose virtues form the auspices of a glorious and happy reign. Th
e
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The views of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the office of the Receiver-general JAMAICA.

shall have our best attention; and their suggestions respecting our prison system, and the —

future disposal of convicts, shall obtain that consideration which matters of such importance

demand.
We always have been, and are still readyand willing, as far as the limited resources of

the colony will permit, to furnish the requisite means for the public service. We cannot,

however, avoid expressing our disappointment that HerMajesty’s Government should have

disallowed the Act passed last session laying a duty on imports. The House, under the

altered circumstances of the colony, had confidently looked forward to this legitimate source

of revenue as one of the principal means for the future support of the government.

We are anxious, as we ever have been, to improve the religious condition of the Negro
population, and we trust that the continued experience of your Excellency in our local

airs will in no way diminish that confidence which your Excellency has been pleased to

express towards us. All suggestions which yourExcel ency may deem it necessary to make

during the present session shall meet with our attentive consideration, and we beg to assure

your Excellency the most liberal construction shall always be put upon them.

We regret that any collision to disturb the relations between master and apprentice

should have arisen, and we concur in the opinion of your Excellency, that nothing is so

important to the welfare of the colony as to soften down any defects or injurious practice of

the law as the means of securing a successful transition from apprenticeship to unrestricted
freedom. .

In adding our testimony to the generally peaceable demeanour of our peasantry during
the scarcity of provisions occasioned by the late drought, we sincerely join your Excellency
in the hope that the recent favourable seasons may fully realize the promises of abundance.

Your Excellency may rely that our deliberations shall be directed to the general welfare,
and that we shall at all times be ready to aid Her Majesty’s Ministers in such objects of
liberal policy as may appearin our judgment calculated to meet the momentous changes
now in progress.

Passed the Assembly, this 26th day of October 1837.

(signed) R. Barrett, Speaker.

 

 

(No. 6.)

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
I THANK you most heartily for your address, and for the assurances it contains of your

readiness to receive any suggestions I may have to offer for your consideration during the
session.
Iam confident of your support in aiding Her Majesty’s Government to accomplish .the

great and important change now in progress, in such a manner as to secure the aim of all
our labours—the general welfare of the colony; and have the firmest reliance on your zeal
and industry in advancing such measures as in your wisdom you may deem conducive to
its prosperity.

 

(No. 199.) — No. 72. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.s.,toLord Glenelg.

My Lord, Jamaica, Spanish Town, 2 November 1837. _ No. 72.
I nave the honour to enclose a copy of my proposals for the amendment of Governor's Mes-

certain clauses of the Abolition Law, materially bearing on the welfare of the sage.
apprentices, which your Lordship will find alluded to in my opening address to
the legislature.

The proposals were laid before the House of Assembly the day before yester-
day; and I shall lose no time in transmitting their reply as soon as received.

I have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

154.
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Enclosure in No. 72.

Sir Lionel Smith’s Messacr to the Ass—EMBLY.

Mr. Speaker,
I am commanded by his Excellency the Governor to lay before the house the suggestions

alluded to in his late address, on which he is desirous to recommend amendments to such
of the laws or practices as have been found by the records of the special magistrates the
principal causes of complaints among the apprentices, and of consequent collision between
the planters and magistrates.

In these suggestions, his Excellency proposes nothing which can materially tend to increase
expenses not already established by laws or usage.

Prudent and humane planters have already adopted what is recommended, and their pro-
pertiespresent the good working of this system in peace and industry, without their resort-
ing to the authority of the special magistrates; but there are other properties where neither
the law of apprenticeship nor the usages of slavery have been found sufficient to guard the
rights of the apprentices.

Ist. The magistrates’ reports show that on some estates the apprentices have been deprived
of cooks and water-carriers while at work in the field; thus the time allowed for breakfast,
instead of being a period of rest, is one of continued labour, as they have to seek for fuel and
to cook.
The depriving them of water-carriers is still more injurious, as the workmen are not

allowed to quit their rows to obtain it. Both these privations are detrimental to the planter’s
work.

2d. A law seems wanting to supply the estates’ hospitals with sufficient altendants on the
sick apprentices, as well as for the supply of proper food, as they cannot depend on their own
grounds whilst unable to leave the hospitals. The 16th clause of the Abolition Law has
not been found strong enough to secure these necessary attentions to the sick.

3d. In regard to jobbers, more exposed to hardships than any other class, a law is greatly
required, allowing them the distance they may have to walk to their work, at the rate of
three miles an hour, and for compelling the parties hiring them to supply them with salt food
and meal. Their grounds are oftentimes so many miles distant it is impossible for them to
supply themselves; hence constant complaints and irregularities.

4th. The mothers of six children and upwards, pregnant women, and the aged of both
sexes, would be greatly benefited by a law enforcing the kind treatment which they
received in slavery, but which is now considered optional, or is altogether avoided on many
roperties.

P oth, Nothing would tend more to promote general contentment and repress the evils of
comparative treatment than the issue of “fish” as a right by law. It was an indulgence in
slavery seldom denied, but on many properties is now withheld, or given for extra labour
instead of wages.

6th. His Excellency, during the last session, had the honour to address a message to the
house for a stronger definition of working-time. The clause of the Act in aid expresses that
it was the intention of the legislature to regulate “uniformity” of labour; but in practice
there is still a great diversity of system ; the legal adviser of the Crown considers the Act in
aid binding. The special magistrates cannot, therefore, adjudicate on disputes of labour
under the eight-hours’ system, and the consequences have been, continual complaints and
bickerings between the magistrates and managers, and discontent among the apprentices, by
comparison of the advantages which one system presents over the other. ‘

7th. If your honourable house would adopt some equitable fixed principle for the value
of apprentices desirous of purchasing their discharge, either by ascertained rates of weekly
labour, or by fixed sums, according to their trades or occupations, which should not be ex-
ceeded, and allowing the deduction of one third from the extreme value for the contingencies
of maintenance, clothing, medical aid, risks of life and health, it would greatly tend to set at
rest one cause of constant disappointment.

In proportion as the term of apprenticeship draws to a close, the demands for the sale of
their sérvices have generally increased.

It is in the hope that the honourable house will be disposed to enforce a more general
system of equal treatment that his Excellency now circumstantially represents what have
been the most common causes of complaint and discontent among the apprentices ; and the
island is subject to the reproach that the Negroes in some respects are now in a worse Con-
dition than they were in slavery.

 

(True copy.) S. R. Warren.

(No. 197.) — No. 73. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir LZ. Smith, K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 December 1837.
I wave received your despatch, No. 199, of the 2d November, enclosing

a copy of your proposals for the amendment of certain clauses of the Abolition
Law of Jamaica materially bearing on the welfare of the apprentices, and whic

a
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had been generally alluded to in your address to the legislature at the com-
mencement of its present session.
As I have as yet received no information of the spirit in which your sugges-

tions were received, I limit myself at present to an expression o my earnest

hope that the legislature will evince its sincere desire to co-operate with Her
Majesty’s Government in the removal of those defects which experience has dis-
covered in the Abolition Law of Jamaica, by a cordial acquiescence in the
proposals which you have felt it your duty to submit to them.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 74. —

(No. 208.)

Exrnact of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B., to
Lord Glenelg, dated Spanish Town, 13 November 1837.

Your Lordship will not be surprised that the agitation of the apprenticeship
question in England, founded on Joseph Sturge’s hasty visit to Jamaica, occa-
sioned considerable anxiety among the planters whether it would be continued
or removed.

Your Lordship saw that I cautiously avoided any allusion to such a question
in my speech on the opening of the session; but it was taken up in the house
very early, and I have the honour to enclose your Lordship a copy of the
debates, which I am sorry to say terminated in the imprudent resolution of
shutting out every further discussion on the subject, emanating from whatever
quarter it might.

I believe all parties would be glad to abandon the system to-morrow for fur-
ther compensation. When asked my opinion on that subject, I have deprecated
its absurdity, because I felt convinced no ministry could go to Parliamentforan
additional grant towards Negro freedom; or would it, in my opinion, be desi-
rable, if we could get the local Abolition Law revised and improved. As it stands,
I denounce it the worst law of all the late slave colonies.

Iam happy to assure your Lordship, that amidst a great deal of oppression
over the Negroes, which I cannot always control and punish, still the great
mass of our population are, I thank God, going on peaceably, and your Lordship
may rely on my constant exertions to protect them in all their just rights.

 

. — No. 75.—
(No. 222.)

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B., to
Lord Glenelg, dated Spanish Town, 24 November 1837.

Rerernina your Lordship to the messages which I early sent to the present
House of Assembly, in view to the correction of certain clauses of the Abolition
aw bearing oppressively upon the apprentices, I am sorry to inform your

Lordship that Pirave no hope left that they will correct the evils I exposed to
them to ensure more just laws for the remaining apprenticeship.
Your Lordship will see that I cannot report officially on the subject till I get

the official answer, but I thought it desirable to give your Lordship the earliest
information on what I am assured will be the fate of my anxious endeavours to
have the laws ameliorated, that your Lordship may make up your mind, and
Instruct me for my further guidance, when the subject is brought before you in
@ more tangible shape

154,
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Jamaica Gazette,
28 October 1837.
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TABLE (B.)

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Reronns or Puntsumznts, received by the Governor of Jamaica from the SpecialMagistrates,

from the Ist May to the 31st of July 1837.

 

 

 

           

Total
Numberof Total Number of Males The Mae am The

Total Punish-| Proportion Punished. Total Nevereee Number of|Maximum .
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. inflicted. of inflicted in | M4icted in| in any one aos
. Date. [Apprentices| under the | Punish- . of inflicted in any one Case of | Severity in any other
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3 the Island. wee A 1° thanby | ished. by |Punishment| by Con- ModeofPunishment,

s entices.) wri yni 1 by.
© throughout| Whipping: | Whipping. | Whipping. Whipping. finement.

the same.

1887:
May 287,190 1,997 i 282 855 860 25 50 3 months ih8monthsCeeini,

. . ys,
4 th minutes each day,

253,260 2,100 140 954 1,006 20 39 1 month -| ~ - 8 months hard lx
3 June ? i bour, house of cores

tion.
A|| guy 252,308 | 1,895 i 176 849 870 20 50 |1month -|--3 rtewnd

correction,
gan

August 245,305 1,188 3 105 385 498 25 39 3 months | SOSays treadmill,
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No, 1.—Jamatca.—An Act to Organize a Police.—Passed 17 December 1836 -  - = - P+ 334

No. 2.—JaMaica.—An Act to Organize a Police.—Passed 18 December 1837 = - + p.336

‘No. 3.—Jamaica.—An Act for the Classification of the Apprenticed Labourers.—Passed 4 March
37 =eepezszg

No, 4.—JAMAiIca—An Act to continue in force for a limited period an Act, intituled, “ An Act for
the further Regulation of the Service and Execution of Process, and the Returns thereof,
and rendering the Duty of Jurors more equal; for empowering the Supreme Court of.
Judicature to grant Special Juries; for granting a daily Subsistence to Crown Witnesses
confined in Gaol for want of Security, and for other purposes ;” and to amend the
22d Clause of the said Act, and to legalize the Fees of the Clerk of the Crown.—
Passed 17 December 1836 - - - - - ° - - - p. 340
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Appendix, No. 1.

Enclosure in Governor Sir L. Smith’s Despatch, 30 December 1836. No. 1.

7 Will. IV. c. 23.—AN ACT to organize a Police.—Passed 17 December 1836.

WuereEas it is expedient to continue a Police: Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor,
Council and Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted
and ordained by the authority of the same, that the Governor, or person administering the
government of this island for the time being, be and he is hereby empowered to forma
Police, with an establishment.as follows; viz. 11 Inspectors, with a salary of 500. per
anuum, in full of pay and all other contingencies ; 36 Serjeants, at 100 7. per annum, in full
of pay and rations; 36 Corporals, at a salary of 75 d. per annum, in full of pay and rations;
and 436 Privates, at 20s. per week, in full of pay and rations; the clothing for serjeants,
corporals and privates not to exceed 3/. per annum; medicine and medical attendance on
serjeants, corporals and privates not to exceed one pistole each per annum.

And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the number of stations for the said
police for each parish shall be according to the following Schedule ; the rent foreach and
every station in any of the said parishes not to exceed 701. per annum.

 

 
  

 

SCHEDULE.
sesneeeene eee cn —— + a _

oo Number Ser- Cor- . I 7"PARISHES. Seine ees jeants.| porals, [Privates “tors, —.

No. 1 1 1 12
St. Thomas-in-the-East | 3 4! - 2 1 1 12 1 | St. Thomas-in-the-East.

i- 3 1 1 12
Portland - es oe 1 1 12
St.George - -| 2 {No. 1 1 1 ? 2 1 | Portland and St. George.

j No.1 1 1 12
St.Mary - - -] 3°4; - 2 a tf .1a9% 4a | St. Mary.

| - 3 1 1 12 J
No. 1 1 1 12

St. Ann - - -1 3 - 2 1 1 12 1 St. Ann.
~ 3 1 1 12

Trelawney - -| 2 {No. a i ' i‘ |
N0.1 1 1 12 1 | Trelawney and St. James.

St. James - - 1 2 _ 2 1 1 12 |

Hanover - - -| 2 J| No 3 t i ig |
i, 1 Hanover & Westmorland.

Westmorland - a) {No ' : ' ‘ |

St. Elizabeth: - -| 2 { Now) 3 i 12 |
| 7 - - St. Elizabeth and Man-

. (, No. 1 1 1 12 1 .
Man¢hester - -j 2 { — 3 1 1 13 | chester.

Vere - = =] 4 - - 1 1 12 l

Clarendon- - -| 2 { No a \ : % 1 | Vere and Clarendon.

St.John . - -{ 4 - e 1 1 12 } St. John and St. Thomas-

St. Thomas-in-the-Val 1 - - 1 1 12 ' in -the-Vale.
St. Catherine - -| 1 - + 1 1 12 } St. Catherine and St, Do-
St. Dorothy = - -} 1 - - 1 1 12 1 [rothy.

St. Andrew - -| 2 { No | 1 3

St.David- - -] 1 - + i 1 12 1 | -- St. Andrew, St. David
Port Royal - «ft @ Sf, No i 1 12 and Port Royal.

"Uy- 2 1 1 12       
And
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And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for The Governor tothe time being, be authorized to draw on the Receiver-general for such sum or sums as may draw on the Re-become necessary for procuring barrack accommodation for the use of the said police, not !ver-general for: £ station. the expense ofexceeding the sum of 702. for each station barrack accommo-
dation, not exceeding 701, for each station.

And be it enacted, and the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, is Governor toap-hereby authorized to appoint a person whose duty it shail be to audit the accounts and point an auditor;conduct the correspondence connected with the establishment of the police, at a salary of300 /. per annum.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of and to framerulesGovernor, be authorized and empowered to frame and establish such rules and regulations and regulations.as to him shall seem proper for giving effect to the purposes of this Act, and for securingthe discipline of the police: Provided that under such rules and regulations no corporal Proviso.punishment shall be inflicted, nor shall any sentence extend to death, transportation, or Thatno corporalimprisonment to hard labour in the house of correction for any period exceeding three punishment shallmonths. . be inflicted, norany sentence extend to death, or transportation, or imprisonment exceeding three months.
And be it further enacted, that every inspector, serjeant, corporal, and private of police Oath to be takenso appointed or enlisted, shall at the time of his appointment or enlistment take the follow- by the police.ing oath before any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace:
“I, A. B., do swear that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King in the

office of constable and policeman, without favour, affection, malice or ill-will; thatI will see and cause His Majesty’s peace to be kept and preserved, and that I willprevent to the best of my power all offences against the same; and that while I shallcontinue to hold the said office I will, to the best of my skill and knowledge, discharge
all the duties thereof, in the execution of warrants and otherwise,faithfully, according
to law. So help me God.”

And be it further enacted, that every non-commissioned officer or private of police, who Punishmentfor dis-shall refuse to obey, or shall not promptly obey, any lawful command of any officer or non- obeying orders.commissioned officer of the police, his superior, or any order of any magistrate or specialmagistrate, or shall refuse to carry into effect any punishment awarded by any such magis-trate or special magistrate, shall suffer such punishment as a police-court, to be appointedby the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, shallaward, not exceeding a fine of 10 J. or three months hard labour in the house ofcorrection.
And be it enacted, that the custos of each parish, or any magistrate thereof, holding Magistratesto@ general or special commission of the peace, is hereby authorized to command the services command thescrof such police whenever necessary, and the inspector of anyparish or parishes in command vices of the police.of the said police shall and he is hereby required to attend thereto, and comply with suchorder, or shall suffer such fine as a police court shall award, not exceeding 507. And itshall be the duty of the said police at all times to take up all vagrants or idle and disorderlypersons in the parish in which they are stationed, and to quell all riots, and disperse ail

unlawful meetings.

And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of the police, and they are hereby required, to Duties ofsuchapprehend every person and persons unlawfully armed, or having in his or their possession police detined.any arms or ammunition, without a warrant for that purpose from some magistrate of theparish in which such person sholl reside, or having in his or her possession any quantity ofSugar, rum, pimento, coffee, or other produce, or any canes, woods, or grass, who shall notbe able to produce a permit from the proprietor, overseer, or other person in charge of the
Property whereon such produce was grown and manufactured, or otherwise show thathe,she, or they has or have honestly become possessed of such property, and to carry suchPerson or persons so apprehended before any magistrate of the parish or precinct, who shalldetain such person or persons until he can associate with another magistrate ; and such
magistrates so associated shall examine into the matter, and upon conviction adjudge theparty or parties offending to pay a fine not exceeding the sum of 20 1, or in failure of
payment of such fine, to commit such offender or offenders to labour in the house of cor- .Tection for a space of time not exceeding three months: Provided always, in the event of no Proviso.application from the owners of such produce, within five days, the same to be sold by orderof such magistrates, and one moiety of the proceeds to be paid to the police apprehendingsuch parties, and the other moiety to be appropriated for the poor of the parish in whichsuch condemnation shall takeplace.

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall purchase or detain in his possession Persons purchasingany arms, accoutrements, clothing, or other articles furnished to such non-commissionedarticles from theoflicers or privates of police, under this Act, such person shall, on conviction, before any two Dibiectto a faeJustices of the peace of the parish in which the offence is committed, pay a fine not exceed- *8°J° .ing 10/., or be imprisoned in the common gaol or house of correction for any time notexceeding three months,

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall harbour any non-commissioned officer And persons hare* Private of police who may have deserted from his station, or be absent from daty without po ng deser tersleave, such person, oh being thereof convicted before any two justices of the peace of the iable to a fine.
154, paris
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parish in which the offence is committed, shall pay a fine not exceeding 50 d., or be impri-
soned in the common gaol or house of correction to hard labour, for any time not exceeding
three months.

And be it further enacted, that every serjeant, corporal, or private policeman, who in the
execution of his duty shall lose a limb or an eye, or be otherwise wounded in actual duty,
so as to be rendered incapable of serving as a serjeant, corporal, or private of police, shail,
upon producing a certificate from the inspector of the parish or station to which suchpolice-

man shall be attached, that he is rendered incapable to serve, be allowed an annuity of 25 J,
currency, to be paid by the Receiver-general, so long as such person shall continue to reside
in this island, and shall remain unable to do duty in the police; and if any serjeant, cor-
poral, or private of police, shall be killed in the execution of his duty, and shall leave a
widow, or child or children lawfully begotten, his widow shall be entitled to receive, during
her widowhood, at the rate of 25/. per annum; and in case of her marriage or death, the
said annuity shall go to such child or children, until the youngest shall attain the age
of 14 years; such sum or sums to be paid by the Receiver-general into the hands of the
custos or senior magistrate of the parish in which such widow or children may be resident,
on the production of a like certificate from the inspector of the parish in which such
widow or children may be resident, to be by him paid to the said widow ; or in case of the
marriage or death of the said widow, to be appropriated for the support and maintenance
of the said child or children.

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor,
shall be and he is hereby empowered to send expresses on any emergency or alarm, or other
occasion, to any part of the said island, and to pay the persons employed in carrying such
expresses at a rate not exceeding the rate of pay which is authorized by the 6th Geo. 4,
c. 14, for non-commissioned officers and privates; and such sums shall be paid by the-
Receiver-general to the order of the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Gover-
nor for the time being.

And be it further enacted, that no appointment, commission or any other proceedings under
this Act shall be subject to any stamp duty.

And be it enacted, that the Receiver-general do and he is hereby required, out of
any monies in his hands belonging to the public, to pay to the order of the Governor, or
person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, such sum and sums of money
as may be necessary for the purposes of this Act; provided that the Receiver-general do
render and give to the Commissioners of Public Accounts, quarterly, an account or statement
of the several sums of money paid by him under the order of the Governor or person exer-
cising the functions of Governor, drawn on him in pursuance of this Act.

the commissioners of public accounts.

This Act to con-
tinue in force until
the 31st of Decem-
ber 1837.

Appendix, No.2.

Preamble.

Establishment of
police force.

Appointment of
police stations.

And be it enacted, that this Act shall be in force from the 31st day of December ia the

present year, until the 31st day of December 1837, and no longer.

Passed the Assembly this 16th day of December 1836.

(signed) § Richard Barrett, Speaker.

Passed the Council this 16th day of December 1836.

(signed) W. G. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.

I consent, this 17th day of December 1836.
(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Enclosure in Governor Sir L. Smith’s Despatch, 20 December 1837. No. 3.

AN ACT to Organize a Police.—Passed 18 December 1837.

Whereas it is expedient to continue a police: Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor,
Council, and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted
and ordained by the authority of the same, that the Governor or person administering the
government of this island for the time being, be and he is hereby empowered to form a
police, with an establishment as follows; viz. 12 inspectors, with a salary of 500 l, per
annum, in full of pay and all other contingencies ; 36 serjeants at 105/. per annum, in full of
pay and rations; 36 corporals at a salary of 801. per annum, in full ofpay and rations ; and
436 privates at 25s. per week, in full of pay and rations; the clothing for serjeants, corporals,
and privates not to exceed 3/7. per annum; medicine and medical attendance on serjeants,
corporals, and privates not to exceed two pistoles per annum.

And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the number of stations for the said
police for each parish, shall be according to the following Schedule; the rent of each and
every station in any of the said parishes not to exceed 701. per annum. ‘

ScHEDULE
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SCHEDULE.

|Number : .

PARISHES. Stations!ot Ser poate Privates, spec __

| I No. rj oot 1 12 i
St. Thomas-in-the-East; 3 { - 2 1 1 12 1 St. Thomas-in-the-East.

- 3 1 1 12
tland - - - 1 - - 1 1 12

Portian No. 1 1 1 12 \ 1 | Portland and St. George.
St. George - - 2 { _ a t 1 12 J

{INo. 1 1 1 12);

St. Mary - + - 3 | ~ 2 1 1 12 a | St. Mary.
- 3 2 1 12

J No.1! 1 1 12 |
St. Ann - - -! 3} - 2' 41 1 12 f 1 | Se. Ann.

: ~ i 1 1 12

Trel od No? 1 1 12 ik i
ny - - - g i

mm } ~ ap oR yt 12 ‘4 | Trelawny and St. James.
No.2 1 i 4 12

St.James-  -  - 24 - 2 14 2 |

Hanover 2 J{No.2 1° 1 12 \
nov - - - ‘ \
" Yi 2 ry; } 12 '. 4 | Hanover and Westmorland,

No. 1 1 1 12
Westmorland - = - a{ - 2 1/4 12 J

No. 1 1 I 12):St. Elizabeth - -| 2 {
Nori 1 | i | 12 ea | St.Blizabeth & Manchester.0.1 1 1 12 [iManchester + - a{ ~ 2! aley 2J.

Vere - - - rie ei aoa 12 1;
Clarend 2 { No.1 1/4 12 f 1 Vere and Clarendon.

arenaon - - i - 2 1 1 12 '

St.John = = =f tie =f 2 | 8 | 18h bgt John and St. Thomas-St. Thomas-in-the-Val tte - 1 } 12 f iacthe"Vale. a

St. Catherine - - hole - 1 1 121i . .
St. Dorothy -  - ri. - } 1 12 {| 1 |St.Catherine&St.Dorothy.

St. Andrew - - 2 {No. 3 i i ° } 1 | St. Andrew.

St. David - - - 1 - - 1 1 12): .

No. 1 1 1 wahoo St. David and Port Royal.Port Royal - = 2 { ~ al. 1 12 |    
 

  
And be it enacted, that the Receiver-general do, and he is hereby required, out of any

monies in his hands belonging to the public, to pay to the order of the Governor, or person
exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, such sum and sums of money as
may be necessary for the purposes of this Act ; provided that the Receiver-general do render
and give to the Commissioners of Public Accounts, quarterly, an account or statement of
the several sums of money paid by him under the order of the Governor, or person exercising
the functions of Governor, drawn on him in pursuance of this Act.

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for
the time being, be authorized to draw on the Receiver-general for such sum or sums as may
become necessary for procuring barrack accommodation for the use of the said police, not
exceeding the sum of 701 for each station.

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, is
hereby authorized to appoint a person whose duty it shall be to audit the accounts and con-
duct the correspondence connected with the establishment of the police, at a salary of 300 1.
per annum.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor,
authorized and empowered to frame and establish such rules and regulations as to him

shall seem proper for giving effect to the purposes of this Act, and for securing the discipline
of the police.
And be it enacted, that the magistrates holding either general or special commissions of

the peace in their respective parishes, are hereby authorized to order on all occasions they
may consider necessary, the services of the police, and the inspectors in command of the
said police shall, and they are hereby required to comply with and to carry into execution
all such lawful orders as they may at any time receive from such magistrates, and in failure

ereof to suffer such fine, not exceding 50 1, as the Court of Quarter Sessions of the parish
or precinct in which the offence was committed shall upon conviction award.

_ And be it enacted, that every non-commissioned officer or private of police, who shall
Tefuse to obey, or who shall not promptly obey, any such order as aforesaid, of any magis-
trate or special magistrate of the parish in which he shall be stationed, or who shallpot

154, obey
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obey any lawful command of any officer, or non-commissioned officer of the police, his
superior, shall be brought to trial in a summary manner, before any two justices of the
peace of the parish in which the offence shall be committed; and, on conviction, be adjudged
to pay a fine not exceeding 5/., or punished by hard labour in the house of correction for
any period not exceeding 30 days.

And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of the police, and they are hereby required at
all times to take up all vagrants, or idle and disorderly persons, and to quell all riots, and
disperse all unlawful meetings, and to apprehend all and every person and pezsons unlaw-
fully armed, or having in his, her, or their possession any arms or ammunition, without a
warrant for that purpose from some magistrate of theparish in which such person shall
reside; or having in his, her, or their possession any quantity of sugar, rum, pimento, coffee,
or other produce, or any canes, wood, or grass, who shall not be able to produce a permit
from the proprietor, overseer, or other person in charge of the property whereon such
produce was grown and manufactured, or otherwise show that he, she, or they has or have
onestly become possessed of such property, and to cairy such person or persons so

apprehended before the nearest justice, who shall examine into the matter, and upon con-
viction adjudge the party or parties offending to pay a fine not exceeding the sum of 51,
or in failure of payment of such fine to commit such offender or offenders to labour in the
house of correction for a space of time not exceeding 30 days; provided always, in the event
of no application from the owners of such produce within five days, the same shall be sold
by order of such justice, and one moiety of the proceeds to be paid to the police appre-
hending such parties, and the other moiety to be appropriated for the poor of the
parish in which such condemnation shall take place; provided also, that if the justice, so
called upon to adjudicate, shall consider the offence to be of too aggravated a nature to be

' dealt with in’ such summary manner, he shall commit the offender to be tried at the quarter
sessions of the parish in which such offence was committed.

Provided always, and be it enacted, that when and so soon as it shall appear that the
produce so found in the possession of any such offender, being an apprenticed labourer
under the provisions of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this island, in consideration of
compensation, and for promoting the industry of the manumitted slaves, and to declare the
52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force in this island, was taken from the premises, or is the property of
the owner, employer or person entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer, then
the jurisdiction of the local justice shall immediately cease, and the offender shall be handed
over to the police, to be carried before the special justice of the district to which such ap-
prenticed labourer belongs, to be dealt with according to law.

to the special justice of the district.
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And be it further enacted, that every inspector, serjeant, corporal, and private of police,
so appointed or enlisted, shall, at the time of his appointment or enlistment, take the fol-
lowing oath before any of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace:

“J, A. B., do swear that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lady the Queen,
in the office of constable and policeman, without favour or affection, malice or
ill-will, and that 1 will see and cause Her Majesty’s peace to be kept and preserved,
and that | wilt prevent, to the best of my power, all offences against the same, and that
while I shall continue to hold the said office, I will at all times carry into execution all
such lawful orders as I may receive from any magistrate holding either a general or
special commission of the peace; and that I will, to the best of my skill and knowledge,
discharge all the duties thereof, in the execution ofwarrants and otherwise, faithfully,
according to law.—So help me God.”

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall purchase or detain in his possession
any arms, accoutrements, clothing, or other articles furnished to such non-commissioned
officers or privates of police, under this Act, such person shall on conviction before any two
justices of the peace of the parish in which the offence is committed, pay a fine not exceeding
101, or be imprisoned in the common gaol or house of correction, for any time not exceeding
three months.

_ And be it further enacted, that if any person shall knowingly harbour an non-commis-
sioned officer or private of police, who may have deserted from his station, or be absent from
duty without leave, such person, on being thereof convicted before any two justices of the
peaceof the parish in which the offence 1s committed, shall pay a fine not exceeding 501,
or be imprisoned in the common gaol or house of correction, to hard labour, for any time
not exceeding three months.

And be it further enacted, that every serjeant, corporal, or private policeman, who, in the
execution ofhis duty, shall lose a limb or an eye, or be otherwise wounded in actual duty, 50
as to be rendered incapable of serving as a serjeant, corporal, or private of police, shall,
upon producing a certificate from the inspector of the parish or station to which such police-
man shall be attached, countersigned by two known medical practitioners, that he is ren-
dered incapable to serve, be allowed an annuity of 251. currency, to be paid by the Receiver-

general, so long as such person shail continue to reside in this island, and shall remain un-
able to do duty in the police; and if an serjeant, corporal, or private of police shall be
killed in the execution of his duty, and shall leave a widow, or child, or children, lawfully
begotten, his widow shall be entitled to receive during her widowhood at the rate of 25 6.
per annum; and in case of her marriage or death, the said annuity shall go to suchchi or

children,
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children, until the youngest shall attain the age of 14 years; such sum or sums to be paid by
the Receiver-general into the hands of the custos or senior magistrate of the parish in which
such widow or children may be resident, on the production ofa like certificate from the in-
spector of the parish in which such widow or children may be resident, to be by him paid
to the said widow, or in case of the marriage or death of the said widow, to be appropriated
for the support and maintenance ofthe said child or children.

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, shall
be, and he is hereby empowered to send expresses on any emergency, or alarm or other oc-
casion, to eny part of the island, and to pay the persons employed in carrying such expresses,
at a rate not exceeding the rate of pay which is authorized by the 6 Geo. 4, ¢. 14, for non-
commissioned officers and privates, and such sums shall be paid by the Receiver-general to
the order of the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Governor, for the time
being.

And be it further enacted, that no appointment, commission, or any other proceedings
under this Act, shall be subject to any stamp duty.

And be it enacted, that this Act shall be in force from the 31st day of December, in the
present year, until the 31st day of December 1838, and no longer.

Passed the Assembly this 16th day of December 1837.

(signed) Richard Barrett, Speaker.

Passed the Council this 18th day of December 1837.
(signed) W, G. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.

I consent, this 18th day of December 1837.
(signed) =Lionel Smith.

 

Appendix, No. 3.

Enclosure in Governor Sir L. Smith’s Despatch, 13 March 1887.—No. 5.
7 Will IV. c. 31.—AN ACT for the Classification of the Apprenticed Labourers.—

Passed 4 March 1837.

Wuereas doubts may in some cases exist as to the proper classification of pradial and
non-predial apprenticed labourers under the fourth clause of the Act for the Abolition of
Slavery in this island, and it is important that such doubts should be removed; be it
enacted, by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica,
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that on or before the Ist day of June
next ensuing, the proprietor, manager, or overseer of each and every plantation, pen, or
other settlement, shall make out and deliver to thespecial justice of the district a list of the
apprentices on every such plantation who have been classed as non-predial.

And be it enacted, that every special justice shall, within 30 days after receiving such
list, personally make known to the apprenticed labourers on each such plantation, pen,
or other settlement, through the constables thereon, or otherwise, the names .of the persons
contained in each such list, and fix a day, not less than 10 nor over 30, when he will again
Tevisit such plantation, pen, or other settlement, and hear any further claims (if such there
be) of any other person or persons who may consider themselves entitled to be classed as
non-preedials.

._ And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the special justice, with the consent
in writing of the proprietor or his agent, to admit any such claim so preferred if he shall see
cause ; or in case it shall appear clearly unsupported, at once to dismiss the same.

And be it enacted, that in case the special justice, and the master or his agent, shall dis-
agree as to the class to which any such apprenticed labourer shall properly belong, it shall
be lawful for the master or his agent in such case to nominate any justice of the peace to
act on his behalf, and that the decision of such general and special justice, or of any third
person who they may mutually agree to appoint, shall be final.

_ And be it enacted, that in case such general and special justices as aforesaid cannot agree
in the choice of a third person, it shall be lawful for the master or his agent to nominate any
other justice holding special commission, whose decision in the case shall be final.

And whereas on some plantations the apprentices have been already classed; be it enacted,
that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or taken to apply to any classifications which
ave been mutually agreed upon between master and apprentice, and sanctioned by a spe-

cial justice; provided a record in writing has been kept of such classifications, or of which
Proof shall otherwise be adduced to the satisfaction of the special justice.

And whereas doubts may arise as to the classification of tradesmen, from the mixed
character of their employment; and whereas in the classifications which were made under
the instructions of the late Governor, plantation wadesmen were classed as predials; be it
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enacted and declared, that all tradesmen who are in the occupation of lands for their sup-
port, and who have had to their own use for the cultivation of such lands the extra time
granted under the Abolition Act to the preedials, shall be classed as preedials; and that all
tradesmen, whether in towns or otherwise, not allowed to occupy land, or who have not
had such extra time allowed to them, shall be classed as non-preedials.

And be it enacted, that upon the list of non-predials being ascertained and determined in
manner aforesaid, on any plantation, pen, or other settlement, the master or his agent shall

cause three copies of such list to be made out, and which it shall be his duty and that of
the special justice to sign, one of such copies to be kept by the special justice, one by the
master or agent, and the third sent to the office of the clerk of the vestry of the parish, who
is hereby required to file the same for fature reference; and a copy of such list or certificate
so signed shall be deemed and taken to be conclusive evidence of the class to which all and
every the persons whose names are therein contained shall belong; and also conclusive
evidence as against the claim of any apprentice on any plantation,pen, or other settlement
claiming to be a non-predial, whose name shall not appear in any such list.

Passed the Assembly this 27th day of February 1837.
(signed) § Richard Barrett, Speaker.

Passed the Council this 2d day of March 1837.

(signed) W. G. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.

I consent, this 4th day of March 1837.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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AN ACT to continue in force for a limited period an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the further
regulation of the Service and Execution of Process and the Returns thereof, and render-
ing the Duty of Jurors more equal ; for empowering the Supreme Court of Judicature to
grant Special Juries; for granting a daily Subsistence to Crown Witnesses confined in
Goal for want of Security, and for other purposes ;” and to amend the 22d Clause of the
said Act, and to legalize the Fees of the Clerk of the Crown.—Passed 17 December
1836,

Wuenreas by the Act passed on the 9th day of June 1836, intituled, “ An Act to revive
and continue in force for a limited period an Act, intituled, ‘An Act for the further regula-
lation of the service and execution of process and the returns thereof, and rendering the duty
ofjurors more equal; for empowering the Supreme Court of Judicature to grant special
juries; for granting a daily subsistence to Crown witnesses confined in gaol for want of
security, and for other purposes,’ and to amend the 22d clause of the said Act, and to legalize
the fees of the Clerk of the Crown ;” the Act, intituled, “ An Act for the further regulation
of the service and execution of process and the returns thereof, and rendering the duty of
jurors more equal ; for empowering the Supreme Court of Judicature to grant special juries;
for granting a daily subsistence to Crown witnesses confined in gaol for want of security,
and for other purposes,” passed on the 22d day of December 1826, was revived and con-
tinued in force until the 31st day of December in the present year 1836, but will expire on
that day; and whereas it is expedient that the said Act should be further continued
for the period hereinafter mentioned: Be it therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant-gover-
nor, Council, and Assembly of this island, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that the said Act, intituled, “An Act for the further regu-
lation of the service and execution of process and the returns thereof, and rendering
the duty of jurors more equal; for empowering the Supreme Court of Judicature to
grant special juries ; for granting a daily subsistence to Crown witnesses confined ingaolfor
want of security, and for other purposes,” and every article, clause, matter, and thing
therein contained, be continued, and be and stand in as full force and effect as if the same
were hereby re-enacted, until the 31st day of December 1837, and no longer.

2. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the Clerk of the Crown to demand and
take the fees heretofore payable to him by common usage, and on default of payment it shall
be lawful for the Supreme Court to issue attachment in the same manner as it lawfully
may in case of non-payment of the fees due and payable to the Provost Marshal-general of
this island.

3. And be it enacted, that this Act may be altered, repealed, or amended during the pre-
sent session,

 


