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P A P E R S

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HER MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY

HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

 

Part IV.

(1.)
(In Continuation of the Papers presented in 1835 and 1836, Nos. 177, 278 of 1835,

and 166.-1. & 11. of 1836.)

 

JAMAICA.
BARBADOS.—BRITISH GUIANA.

1837.

 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,

14 July 1837.

——eS

521.—I.



[ ii]

SCHEDULE.

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Officers administering the
Governments of Her Majesty’s Possessionsin the West Indies, &e.

(R.}—Cireular Despatch, 15 July 1836, addressed byLord Glenelgtothe Governors of the
West India Colonies, &c. - - ° - - Pp 6

(S.}—Circular Despatch, 4 November 1836,addressed by LordGlenelg to the Governors of the
West India Colonies, &c. - - - ° p.

(T.)—Circular Despatch, 93 February 1837, addressed by Lord Glenelgtothe Governon of the
West India Colonies, &c.; (with Enclosure) - - - p 6

(U.}—Circular Despatch, 1g March 1837, addressed by LordGlenelgto the Governors of the
West India Colonies, &c.; (with Enclosure) “ - - p. 13

(V.)}—Circular Despatch, 25 May 1837, addressedby LordGlenelg tothe Governors cf the
West India Colonies, &c. « - - - p. 14

(W.)—Circular Despatch, 5 July 1837, addressed byLord Glenelg, to the Governors of the
West India Colonies, &c.; (with three Enclosures) —- - - p. 20

JAMAICA.

No. 508,—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
ge Jago de la Vega, 9 April 1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - - Pp. 30

No. 509.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg tto the Marquis ofSlige, dated Downing-street,
11 June 1836 - - = © p. 32

No. 510.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, g April 1836; (with two Enclosures) + - - - p 33

No. 511.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg ¢to theMarquis ofSligo, dated Downing-street,

12 June 1836 - - - - = Pp 35

No. 512.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to LordGlenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 15 May 1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - Pp. 35

No. §19-—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelgtothe Marquis ofSligo, dated Downing-street,
30 July 1836 - - - - p. 38

No. §14.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo te Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 18 May 1836; (with four Enclosures) - -  - p. 38

No. 515.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg to the>Marquis ofSligo, dated Downing-street,
31 August 1836 - - Pp 43

No. 516.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s Honse,
St. Jago de la Vega, 4 June 1836; (with seven Enclosures) - - - p. 4i

No. 517.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 7 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - p. 46

No. §18.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg ttotheMarquis ofSligo, dated Downing-street,
2g August 1836 - - = -  ° p. 47

No. 519.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith, K.C. B,,stoLordGlenelg, dated King’s
House, 4 April 1837 - - - - - p. 47

No. 520.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Shgo toLord4 Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 15 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - p. 48

No. 521.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 17 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - = p. 48

No. §22.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg |to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
28 November 1836 - + - - - = p. 49

No. §23.-—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLordGlenelg, datedKing's House, 4 April
18373 (with Enclosure) - + = - + p49

No. 524.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg toSirL. Smith, datedDowning--street, 25 May
1837 = * - - + p- §0

No. §25.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of‘Sigo to Lord Glens dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 29 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - p. §1

No. §26.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg |to theMarquis ofSligo, dated Downing-street,
30 August 1836 - - - - Pp 53

No. 527.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 1 July 1836; (with three Enclosures) - = - = p. 63



 

SCHEDULE—continued.
 

No. 528.—Copyof a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
56Jamaica, g July 1836; (with fifty-six Enclosures) - ° - - ps

Nu. 529.—-Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 9 July 1836 + 8 - - = p. go

No. 530 (A) Extract of a Despatch from theMarquis :Sligoto Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 1 August 1836 - « - + p go

No. 530 (B.)}—-Copy of a DespatchfromLord ClaelgtoSir L.Smith, dated Downing-street,
26 October 1836 + - - © p.gt

No, 531.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glens dated King’s House,
14 March 1837; (with two Enclosures) = - = p. gt

No. 53%.—Copy of a Despatch fromLord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
ag April 1837 - + - 2 Pp 93

No. 533—-Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 15 July 1836; (with ten Enclosures) - - = p. 93

No. 534.—Copy of a Despatch fromSir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated King’s House, Jamaica,
23 November 1836; (with Enclosure) = - - = p98

No. 535-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg ttoSir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
a8 January 1837 - - = - © © pgs

No. 536.—Coy of a Despatchfrom SirL.SmithtoLordGlenelg, dated King’s House, 4 April

837 - P- 99
No. ga7-—Extract of aDespatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg dated Highgsie,

Jamaica, 15 July 1836; (with eleven Enclosures) = - - = p99

No. 538 —Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg”to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,
a2 July 1836 - ° - = pe 113

No. 539.-—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaka, 28 July 1836; (with twelveEnclosures) - - ° - op. 114

No. 540.—Copy of a fromLordGlenelg to Sir L Smith, dated Downing:“street, go No-
vember 183} - - - = p. 122

No. 541.—Copy of aDerpatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House, 4 May
1837; (with Enclosure) + =< . - - ° p. 1292

No. §42.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 14 July 1836; (with six Enclosures) - « - p. 123

No. 543.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenel dated High
Jamaica, 28 July 1836; (with five Enclosures) + =~ 2 - - ». 3

No. 544.—-Extract of a Despatch from Sir L, Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
28 October 1836; (with five Enclosures) ~- - - - p. 135

No. 545-~-Copy of a Despatch fromLord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
16 January 1837 + - - *  * pe 141

No. 546.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. SmithtoLordGlenelg, dated King’s House, 28 October
1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - ~ p. 142

No. 547—Copy ofaDespatchfromLordGlenelgto SirL Smith, dated Downing-street, 13 January
837 - = p. 148

No. 548 Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 6 February -
1837; (with fifteen Enclosures) - - = = p. 148

No. 349.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLordGlenelg, dated King’s House, 4 April
1837; (with two Enclosures) - = + - -p. 160

No. 550.—Extractof a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo toLordGlenelg, dated King’s House,
Jamaica, 8 August 1836; (with twelve Enclosures) - - = p. 164

No. 551.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 13 August 1836; (with Enclosure) == - - p. 169

No. 552.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to LordGlenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 10 August 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - p. 171

No. §53.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of SligotoLordGlenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 13 August 1836 - - - p. 172

No. 554-—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 23 August 1836; (with five Enclosures) - - * p. 172

No. 555.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg toSir L. Smith, dated1 Downing.“street, 30 De-
cember 1836 - - - - - - - p. 176

No. 556.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Stephentcto Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-
street, 15 October 1836 - - - - - p. 179

No. 557 —-Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated King’ 8 House, 8 November
1836; (with five Enclosures) - - . - - - p. 179

21... (cuntinued.)
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SCHEDU LE—continued.

 

No. 558.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, datedKing’s House, 12 No-

 

vember 1836; (with fifty-two Enclosures) - =~ - «©p 182

No. 559.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLord Glenelg,dated King’s House, Jamaica,
go December 1836 - + = - = = p. 233

No. §63.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordiGlenelg, datedKing’8House, ¢7 February
1837; (with three Enclosures) - . - - p. 237

No. 564.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLordGlenelg,datedKing’8 House, Jamaica,
13 March 1837; (with Enclosure)- - - p. 240

No. 565.—Extract of a Despatch from LordGlenelg,to Sir L._Smith, dated Downing-street,
2g April 1837 - - - - p. 240

No. 566.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLord Gleses, datedi King’s House, 13 March
1837; (with three Enclosures) - - - p. 241

No. 567.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLord Glenelg, dated King’s House, 4 April-
1837; (with fifty-five Enclosures) + - - p. 242

No. 568,—Copy of aDespatchfromSir L. Smith toLord Glenelg, dated King's House, 3 May
1837, - - - - p. 281

No. 569.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. SmithtoLord Glenelg, dated King's House, 11 May
1837; (with Enclosure) - = - - - p. 283

No. §70.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smitb toLordGlenelg, datedKing’s House, 11 May
1837; (with three Enclosures) - = - = + p. 283

No. 571.—Copy of aDespatch fromLordGlenelg”toSirL. Smith, datedDowning:street, 1 July
1837 - - - = —p. 306

No. §'72.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith toLord Glenelg, dated King’s House, 26 May
18373 (with Enclosure)-  - = - - = ~—p. 307

No. 573.—-Copy of a DespatchfromLordGlenelgtoSir L.Saith,datedDowning-street, 19 July
1837 - + ° * > P+ 307

No. 5'74.—Copy of aDespatchfromLordGlenelg tto Sir L. Smith, dated| Downing-street, 31 May
1837+ = + P- 307

No. 575.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LerdGlenelg, dated King’s House, 19 June
13375 (with fifty-three Enclosures) - - . ‘= p. glo

Tase (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 June 1836 to 30 Aprili8370 - - = + = p.345

 

BARBADOS.

No. §76.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 9 March 1836; (with three Enclosures) - - . - p. 346

No. §77.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith toLordGlenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 17 March 1836 - - - - . - p. 348

No. 578.—Extract of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg to GovernorSirL Smith, dated Downing-street,
21 June 1836 - - - - - p. 348

No. 579.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., te Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 7 December 1836; (with two Enclosures) - p- 348

No. 580.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirE.J. M. MSGregor, Bart, dated
Downing street, 14 February 1837 9 = - - - p-. 351

No, 581.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Genes, dated Government
House, Barbados, 13 April 1836; (with Enclosure) = - - - - p- 352

No. §82.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSir E. J. M, M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 28 November 1836 -  —~ . - - p. 353

No. 583.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg dated Government
House, Barbados, 27 July 1836 - - - - -p 354

No. 584.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirE.J.M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 28 November 1836 - = - - = p 354

No. 585.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelz to Governor SirE. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 30 November 1836 - - - - =p 355

No. 586.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government House, Barbados, 30 December 1836; (with Enclosure) - p. 356
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SCHED UL E—continued.

No. 587-—Extractof a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 2g April 1837 - - - - - - ° - - p. 357

No. 588.--Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government House, Barbados, 24 February 1837; (with Enclosure) - p. 357

No. 589.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-stieet, 28 April 1847 - - - - - - - . - p- 358

No. 590.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Grenada, 20 May 1836,; (with Enclosure) - . - - -"p- 358

No. 591.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
28 September 1836 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 359

No. 592.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 6 December 1836 ; (with Enclosure) = « - p. 359

No. 593.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 15 May 1837 - - - - . - - p. 360

No. 594 —Copy of 2 Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government

House, Barbados, 1 July 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - “ - p. 360

No. 595 —Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir I.. Smith 10 Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 26 July 1836; (with three Enclosures) - - - p. 362

No. 596.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
2g September 1836 - - - - - > . - - - p. 970

No. 597.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
. Government House, Barbados, 6 December 1836; (with three Enclosures) - p. 370

No. §98.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E, J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 30 January 1837 - - - - - - - p. 372

No. §99.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 16 July 1836; (with five Enclosures) == - - - Pp 373

No.600—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Officer administering the Government, dated
Downing-street, 14 October 1836 - - - - - p. 376

No. 601.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 26 July 1836 - -  - - - - = © p. 377

No. 602.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 15 December 1836 - - - - - - - - p. 377

No. 603.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M, M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 15 March 1837 = - - - - - - - p- 377

No. 604.-—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 6 August 1836 == - - - - = p. 378

No, 605.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir FE. J. M. M-Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 31 October 1836 - - . - . - ° - p. 378

No. 606.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 10 December 1836; (with Enclosure) - - p. $79

No. 607.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 24 February 1837 - - - - - - ° - p. 380

No. 608.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government
House, Barbados, 9 August 1836; (with Enclosure) - + - + © p.380

No. 609.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, duted Government
House, Barbados, 18 August 1836 - - - - - - - - p. 381

No. 610.--Copy of aDespatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 28 October 1836 ; (with two Enclosures) - p. 381

No. 611.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir FE. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Government House, Barbados, 2 January 1837; (with Enclosure)- - = p. 382

No. 612.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 12 March 1837. - - - “ s 8 2 p- 383

No. 613.—Copy of a Despatch from the Honourable J. A. Beckles, President of Council, to Lord
Glenely, dated Government House, Barbados, 21 September 1836; (with seven

Enclosures) « - - - - - - - - - - - p- 384

No. 614.—Copy of a Despatch from the Honourable J. A. Beckles, President of Council, to Lord
Gienelg, dated Government House, Barbados, 12 October 1836; (with six

Enclosures) - - - - - ° - - - - - p- 391

No. 615. —Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 10 November 1836; (with six Enclosures) > p. 394

No. 616.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 31 December 1836; (with eight Enclosures) ~- p. 399

521. a3 (sontinued.)
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SCHEDULE—continued.
——

No. 617.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 26 January 1837 ; (with seven Enclosures) « p. 405

No. 618.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Government House, Barbados, 13 February 1837; (with seven Enclosures} - p. 408

No. 619.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E.J. M. M'Gregor Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated

overnment House, Barbados, 21.March 1837; (with seven Enclosures) -p. 411

No. 620.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart. dated

Downing-street, 15 August 1837 + - - - - -« - - p. 416

No, 621.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lard Glenelg, dated

Government House, Barbados, 27 May 1837; (with 13 Baclosares) ° ~ p 416

No. 622.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 26 November 1836 - - . = - p42

No. 623.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 26 November 1836; (with Enclosure) - - p. 421

No. 624. —Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 13 February 1837 - - - - - - - p. 4298

No. 625.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated

. Government House, Barbados, 12 April 1837; (with seventeen Enclosures) - p. 423

No. 626.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated

Downing-street, 15 June 1837 - - «+ - = © 2 @ p. 431

No. 627.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government House, Barbados, 8 Februaty 1837; (with Enclosure) - p. 431

No. 628.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 29 April 1837 - - - - - - - p. 432

No. 629.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 24 May 1837; (with five Enclosures) - - p. 432

No. 630.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 27 July 1837- - - - - - - - = p- 435

No. 631.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Government House, Barbados, 26 December 1836; (with two Enclosures) = p. 436

No. 632.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Barbados, 24 June 1837; (with two Enclosures) - - p. 438

No. 633.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated

Downing-street, 12 August 1837 - - - - 2 2 = => Pp 440

 

Tasxe (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 June 1836 to 31 May 1837, = - - °° > p 44!

 

BRITISH GUIANA.

No. 634.—Copy of a Despateh from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x.c. s.,to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara,e7 June1836 = - °° = *¢ = = Pp. 442

No. 635.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart.,x. c. B., dated

Downing-street, 31 October 1836 - - - - - - . Pp. 442

No. 636.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C.Smyth, Bart., x.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 22 December 1836; (with two Enclosures) - -  =-p. 443

No. 637—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., dated
Downing-street, 1 March 1837. - - - - - - - P- 445

No. 638.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 7 July 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - P- 445

No. 639.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., k c. B., dated

Downing-street, 29 August 1836 - - - - - - - Pp. 445

No. 640.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. x. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 10 July 1836; (with Enclosure) - rs - P+ 445

No.641.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 23 July 1836; (with ten Enclosures) - - - p. 458



{ vii]

SCHEDUL E—continued.
 

No. 642.—-Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B., dated
Downing-street, 27 September 1836 - - * *° - 7° = 459

No. 643.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., K.c.8., to Lord Gleuelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 10 August 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - P- 459

No. 644.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., K. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 19 August 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - Pp. 472

No. 645-—-Copy ofa Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated

Camp House, Demerara, 19 August 1836; (with Enclosure) = “ . Pp. 472

No. 646.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., dated

Downing-street, 30 October 1836 - + = 7 - - - p- 472

No. 647.— Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 19 August 1836; (with Enclosure) + - - p-472

No. 648.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., k. c. B., dated
Downing-street, 29 October 1836 - - - . - P- 473

No. 649.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart. K.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 22 December 1836 - - - - - - P- 473

No.650.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K.c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 13 February 1837 ; (with Enclosure) - - - Pp 474

No. 651.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., k.c. »., dated
Downing-street, 13 April1837 —- - - - « - - P- 474

No. 652.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 1 September 1836 - - - - - = P- 475

No. 653.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., dated
Downing-street, 8 November 1836 - - - - - - - P- 475

No. 654.-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 17 September 1836; (with Enclosure) - - p- 475

No. 655 —Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart , K.c.8., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Deinerara, 29 September 1836; (with two Enclosures) - p- 488

No. 656.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B., dated
Downing-street, 27 November 1836 = - - = - - - p- 489

No. 657.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x.c.B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 24 October 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - p- 489

No. 658.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 6 November 1836; (with ten Enclosures) - - p- 502

No. 659.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., dated
Downing-street, 31 January 1837 - ~ - - - - - - P- HOS

No. 660,—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, g November 1836; (with Enclosure) . = ——p.§04

No. 661.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., K. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House; Demerara, 14 December 1896; (with Enclosure) - . P- 517

No. 662.—Copy of a Despatch frors Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8 ,to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 11 January 1837; (with Enclosure) - - - p- 530

No. 663.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B., to Lord Glenelg, dated
Camp Huuse, Demerara, 11 January 1837; (with Enclosure) - . -  ~=—~p. §43

No. 664.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, x. c.3.,dated
Downing-street, 27 February 1837 ° - - - - - - Ps 543

No. 665.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart, x. c. 8, to Lord Glenely, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 18 January 18373 (with Enclosure) - - - P- 543

No. 666.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smy-h, Bart., x. c. 3.,
dated Downing-street, 30 March 1837, = + - - p.544

No. 667.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, x. c, 8., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 5 June 1837 = - - - - © BD $45

No, 668.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 8 February 1837 ; (with eleven Enclosures) - p. 545

No. 669.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x.c. a.
dated Downiug-street, 12 April 1837 - = -« - = 2 = p. §50

No. 670.——Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 17 February 1837; (with Enclosure) - = p. §50

No. 671.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x.c. B., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 18 February 1837; (with two Enclosures) - p. 563

No. 672.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J: C, Smyth, Bart, x. c. 2.,
dated Downing-street, 13 April 1837 - - - . - - > p- 564

52h. a4 (continued.)
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No. 673.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. 8., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 26 March 1837; (with Enclosure) - - p. 564

No. 674.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. K.c. B.

dated Downing-street, 25 May 1837 - - - - - “ - p.565

No. 675.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K.c, B., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 1 April 1837; (with Enclosure) + - - p. 565

No. 676.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., k.c. 8. to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 19 April 1837; (with Enclosure) - - p. 578

No. 677.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K.c.8., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 23 April 1837; (with ten Enclosures) - p. 579

No. 678.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. B.,
dated Dawning-street, go June 1837 - - - - © © «© p.g8a

No. 679.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, K. c. B.,
dated Downing-street, 10 March 1837+ - - - « - - p.58t

No. 680.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., x. c. By
dated Downing-street, 17 March 1837 - 2 = = - - p 681

No. 681.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bert., K.c. B., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 12 May 1837 +> = - © = «© p58

No, 682.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., K.c. B., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 17 June 1837 ; (with Enclosure) - = © p. 582

No. 683.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, kK. c. B.,
dated Downing-street, 20 July 1837 - “oe - «a - - p. 583

No. 684.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., x. c.B., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 13 May 1837; (with three Enclosures) = p. 683

No. 685.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. K. Ce By

dated Downing-street, 28 June 1837 - = © © © «© «© p 585

 

Taste (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 June 1896 to31 May 1897, = ¢ = 2° = p. 685
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P AP ER S

RELATING TO THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the

Officers administering the Governments in Her Majesty’s Possessions

in the West Indies, &c.

 

(R.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 July 1836.
In addition to the monthly reports of crimes and punishments comprised in

Tables (A.) and (B.), it has been the practice of late in Jamaica and in British
Guiana to transmit from time to time general reports from the special magistrates
on the state of their districts. These reports have supplied me with much valu-
able information, and enabled me to form a more just and comprehensive esti-
mate of the working of the apprenticeship system, and of the actual condition
of the apprenticed population, than mere tabular statements can convey. Wish-
ing, therefore, to be furnished with similar information respecting the other colo-
nies in which this important experiment is in progress, I have the honour to sub-
join a set of questions to be submitted to the special magistrates. You will have
the goodness to add to them any others which your experience may suggest as
important, and to transmit a copy of them to each of the special magistrates
under your government, requesting him to furnish you with a report upon them
at the end of every month. You will then send the whole to me, accompanied
with any observations of your own which you may think fit to make.

1, What has been the general conduct of the apprentices’ in your district
since your last report?

2. Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers;
and, if so, to what cause do you attributeit ?

3. Do they perform their work willingly; and, if not, to what do you
ascribe it ?

4. What are the working hours generally in use in your district? Are
any, and what, intervals of relaxation allowed to the apprentices during
the working hours ?.

_ _ 5. Is task-work generally resorted to in your district? If not, does the
objection lie with the masters or the apprentices ?

6. Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money
wages? If so, what is the ordinary rate of wages ; and how are they paid?
If not, have they been offered?

7. Are any indulgences withheld, which it was usual during slavery for
the estate to supply!

8. What is the condition of the free children; and how are they sup-
ported ?

9. What facilities does your district supply for education and religious
instruction? Is the attendance at church and in the schools equal to the
accommodation ?

10. Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their dis-
charge? How many discharges have been effected since your last report?

52, 11. To

Despatch

(R.)



Despatch

(R.)
 

Despatch

(S.)

Despatch

(T)
The Instructions
Mr. Latrobe are
nexed.

 

Enclosure in T.

dered to be printed
The House of Com-

ms, 7 Aug. 1835,
». 481, p.6 & 7.

dered to be printed
The House of Com-
ns, 27 April 1936,
» S11.

Appendix (4.)

6 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

11. To what kinds of employment do those who have obtained their dis-
charge usually betake themselves ?

12. What are the prospects of the ensuing crop; and what the general
state of cultivation? Has the season been favourable, or otherwise ?

13. Have you any suggestions to make, or any practical measure to re-
commend ?

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

(S.)

Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors
of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 4 November 1836.

His Majesty’s Government being desirous of discountenancing any impression
which might possibly exist in the colonies which come under the operation of
the Slavery Abolition Act, that the stipendiary magistrates appointed under that
Act are to be indemnified at the public expense for the costs attending any
actions at law in which they might be involved, arising from their conduct as
special magistrates, I have to apprize you, that under no circumstances is any
such indemnification to be granted without express previous authority from His
Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(T.)

Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors
of the West India Colonies, &c.

Downing-street, 23 February 1837.
I Have the honour to introduce to you the bearer of this despatch, Mr. C. J.

Latrobe, who has been appointed to inspect the schools* in the West Indies, in

pursuance of the arrangements for carrying into effect the intentions of Parlia-
ment in respect of the appropriation of the grants voted in 1835 and 1836 for
negro education, as explained to you in my circular despatch of the 16th of
November 1835.

I have to request that you will afford Mr. Latrobe every facility and assistance
in your power; and that you will furnish him with such local information as may
be necessary for the due fulfilment of the duties with which he is charged.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosure in (T.)

Cory of the INSTRUCTIONS addressed to the Inspector appointed to visit the Scroots
in the West Indies, which have received a Share of the Parliamentary Grants of 1835 and
1836 for Negro Education.

Cory of a LETTER from Sir George Grey to C. J. Latrobe, Esq.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 February 1837.
I am directed by Lord Glenelg to inform you that, in connexion with the arrangements for

carrying into effect the intentions of Parliament in respect to the appropriation of the grants
voted in 1835 and 1836 for negro education, his Lordship is desirous of availing himself of
your services, for the immediate inspection of all the schools in the West India Colonies,
on account of which any share of the Parliamentary grants for negro education has been
applied. ,
With reference to this object, I am to transmit to you the enclosed printed copy of a cor-

respondence on the subject of the appropriation of these grants, together with a Schedule,
containing a list of all the schools in the West Indies which have received any assistance
from theParliamentary funds, whether towards the expense of the buildings or the main-
tenance of schoolmasters.

It
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It is Lord Glenelg’s wish that you shouid proceed by an early opportunity to the West Enelosure in (T.)

Indies, in order to make one complete tour of inspection of these schools. The object of —

such inspection will be, to enable you to report to the Secretary of State upon the condition

and efficiency of each echool. Your report will communicate such particulars respecting the

site and dimensions of the school-houses, the number and attendance of the scholars, the

time during which the school is open for instruction, and the superintendence under which

it is placed, as will satiafy His Majesty’s Government as to the due application of the money
advanced for this purpose.

It is not intended that you should exercise any control over the religious instruction given

in the schools, for the character of which the principles of the respective societies will be

considered a sufficient guarantee. You will, however, be expected to ascertain that each

school is conducted on the principles and plan sanctioned by the rules and constitution of

the society upon whose application the t has been made, and that it is under the control

or direction of some superintending individual or body in the colony in connexion with the

society. You will also be expected to add such particular information, with reference to the

various schools, as may appear to you of importance, bearing in mind that the great object
contemplated by the outlay of the money voted by Parliament for these schools 1s the moral

and religious education and improvement of the negro population. Keeping in:view the

liberal and comprehensive principles upon which His Majesty’s Government, im accordance
with the expressed intentions of the Legislature, have availed themselves of the agency of
the different religious bodies previously engaged in promoting education in the colonies, it
will be your duty to maintain a strictly impartial bearing towards the various institutions in
the West Indies, whose schools you will visit, and carefully to avoid any proceeding which
may be calculated to excite a feeling of jealousy or the apprehension of undue interference
in their respective systems.

In those instances in which the schools aided by Parliament may not have been yet
opened, you will report upon the state and progress of the building, and of the arrangements
for itsopening, together with such other particulars as may be necessary to satisfy His
Majesty's Government that no avoidable delay has taken place in making every portion
of the Parliamentary fund practically subservient to the end for which it was voted.

It will be your further duty to furnish His Majesty’s Government with any general remarks
and recommendations on the subject of education throughout these colonies, which your
personal and local experience may suggest to you as useful, in furtherance of the great
object in view ; and for this end you will endeavour to ascertain the actual number of ne:
children in attendance upon schools of any description in each colony, and the extent of
the existing means of education with reference to the negro population.
As a very large proportion of the schools to be inspected are in the island of Jamaica,

Lord Glenelg thinks it desirable that you should commence your duties in that colony.
Your subsequent route will be regulated by the facilities which may offer for your passage to
the respective colonies which you will have to visit. You will keep a record of your pro-
ceedings, and you will transmit to the Secretary of State your report on each colony
separately, so soon as you shall have completed the inspection of the schools within its
limits.

I am to transmit to you the accompanying letters of introduction to the governors of the
various colonies which you will visit, requesting those officers to afford you every facility and
assistance in the discharge of your duties, and to furnish you with such local information as
you may require.
As the schools in connexion with the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel are all

under the superintendence of the bishops of Jamaica and Barbadoes, and their respective
clergy, 1 further transmit to you the enclosed letters of introduction to these prelates; and
you will also be furnished with letters to the local agents or representatives of the various
other societies through whose agency any of the schools have been established.
You will be allowed the amount of all travelling and other necessary expenses connected

with the execution of your duties, calculated on a reasonable and economical scale. A
detailed account of all such expenses will have to be submitted to the Secretary of State.
You will be further remunerated by a salary at the rate of 3002. a year during the period for
which your engagement may last, to commence from your embarkation. The Lords Com-
missioners of the Treasury have been requested to issue to you, immediately on your appli-
cation, 1502. on account ofthis arrangement.

It is impossible to calculate with accuracy the time which may be required for a complete
tour of inspection of all these schools; it 1s, however, desirable that it should be accom-
plished with as little delay as is consistent with an efficient performance of the duty.

T have, &c.

(signed) George Grey.
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Enclosure in (T.) Scnepute (A.)

— Suow1nG the Appropriation in Detail of the respective Sums of £.25,000 each, voted by Parliament
in the Sessions of 1835 and 1836, for the Promotion of Negro Education.

COLONY AND STATION. Dimensions,| To hold | Pstimated Portion sefrased by

Society ron THE PRopaGation Or THE GOSPEL.

Jamaica: Feet. Scholars. £,
St. Catherine - Spanish Town | 50X30 200 450 =)

St. Ann’s - - St. Ann’s Bay | 35X22 100 300

Kingston - - Kingston + | 36X25 120 450
St. Thomas in the East, Morant Bay| 45 X23 180 200
St. David's - - Yallahs «| 32x20 go 200
St. George's - Annotta Bay - | 30x30 80 200 Fiom Grant for 1835-5.
Westniorland - SavannalaMar| 45x23 180 350
St. Elizabeth - Black River -| 45x23 180 350
Hanover - - Lucea - -| 45X23 180 350
St. James’s - - Montego Bay-| 50X30 200 350
Trelawney - - Falmouth -| 36x25 125 300
St. Andrew’s Mountain District | 42x22 160 250 = J
St. John’s - - Lindas - -| 35x22 100 225 =f)
St. Dorothy - Old Harbour - | 35x22 100 225
St. Thomas in the Vale - -| 30X20 80 180
Clarendon - - Chapelton -| 35x22 100 225
Vere - - - - 35 X22 100 225

St. Mary’s - - Manning’s Town| 32X20 go 200
St. Mary’s- - Boylands -| 32X20 go 200
St. Ann’s - » Brown's Town| 32X20 go 200
Manchester - - - =| 30X20 80 180 From Grant for 1836-7.
Kingston = 2 - = -| 36x25 120 250
Port Royal - - © «| 95X29 110 225
St. George’s  - Hope Bay -+[ 30X20 80 180
Dito - + BuffBay -{ go0x20 80 180

Trelawney - + Stewart Town | 30x20 80 180
Ditto - - Rio Bueno -| 30x20 80 180

Portland - near Port Antonio | 32x20 go 180
Caymana Islands - - - -| 35x22 110 225

Bahamas:
Harbour Island - -| 30x20 80 250 From Grant for 1835-6.
Pork’s Island =~ -| 30x20 80 200

Honduras: From Grant of 1836-7.

Near Belize - = + =] 30x20 80 180

Barbadoes:
St. Michael’s - -* - <-| 40x25 140 225
Christ Church + - - -| 40x25 140 180
St. Philip’s Fowl Bay District | 40x25 140 150
St. Joseph’s - = 2 =| 40x25 140 225

St. Andrew's - = = =| 40X25 140 225 From Grant of 1835-6,
St. Lucy’s - - - - -| 40x25 140 225
St. Peter’s - = - - - «=| 40x25 140 180
St. Thomas’s - - - =| 60X23 160 150
St-Paul’s - °° <2 - =f 40x25 140 200
Bt. Matthew’s - = ~ -f 40x25 140 150
brist Church =- - - “| 40X25 140 22

St. Thomas’s . . . -| 40x25 140 200 }From Grant of 1836-7.

Tobago :
St. David's - = = =] 40x25 140 225

St. Lucia:

a 140 400 From Grant of 1835-6.
Grenada:

St. George’s - - - -| 45X20 130 225
Cariacou - - - « -| 57x24 200 210
Charlotte Town - - - -| 50x23 160 250 From Grant of 1836-7.

British Guiana:
Essequibo - + St. John’s -| 40x25 140 200

Ditto - » Trinity - -| 75x30 320 100
Demerara - - St. Matthew's 69x 30 250 200 From Grant of 1835-6.

Ditto - - St. George’s -| 40x25 140 100
Berbice - +» NewAmsterdam| 40x25 140 200
Demerara, on Cumingsberg Canal | 40x 25 140 350
_ Ditto - «< St. Swithin’s -| 4ox25 140 350
Essequibo - - TigerIsland ~| 40x25 140 250 From Grant of 1836-7.

Ditto « - Hog Island -| 40x25 140 250
Ditto - > St. Luke’s -| 40x25 140 350    
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COLONY AND STATION. | Dimensions. | To hola | Paimated Portion defrayed by
oe ~

SocieTy FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GosPEL— continued.

Antigua: Feet. Scholars. £.

St. Paul’s - - English Harbour| 40% 25 140 400

St. Mary’s - ° - - - | 40X25 140 180

St. Peter’s < - - - - | 40X25 140 180

St. George's = 2 = =] 40x25 140 100 From Grant of 1835-6.

St. Philip’s = = = 9] 61X25 180 100

St. Stephen’ + - °° =| 40X25 140 180

Central School - © © | 40X25 140 goo J

St. Luke’s - = © © ©] 40X25 140 225

Falmouth = © © © | 40X25 140 225

Valley Chapel - - -} 40x25 140 225

At Watson’s, St. Philip's8 parish 35 X 22 100 100

Room’s - - ) 35x22 100 100

Eliot’s - - - - 35 X 22 100 100

Archibald’s  « - - 35 X22 100 300

Meyer’s - St. Paul’s 35 X22 100 100

Falmouth = - - - |g | 35x24 100 100

Bodkin’s ° Pe J hat 3 35X22 100 100

Osborne’s pasture, St. John’s| 4 35X22 100 100
St. Luke’or _ Z| 35x82 100 200 ’ From Grant of 1836-7.

Five Islands - St.Mary’s)2] 35x22 100 100

Valley Chapel - -° [S| 35x22 100 100
Russell’s ° - - |= { 35x22 100 100

New Division St. Peter's é 35x22 100 100

Duer’s + - 2s 35 X 22 100 100

Cocoa-nut Hall - - 35 X22 100 100

Cotton New Work, St.
George’s - - - 35 X 22 100 100

Weir's - - 35X22 100 100

Sir George Thomas's ee 35 X22 100 100 }

Montserrat:
St. Peter’s - North-east Quarter | 40x25 140 225 From Grant of 1835-6.

St. Patrick’s = © 2 =} 40x25 140 200 Ditto - 1836-7.

Barbuda - + © <+| 40x25 140 200 Ditto - 1835-6.

St. Christopher’s:
Basseterre - - - - -| 40x25 140 200 Ditto 1835-6.
St. Ann’s - - - - -| 40X25 140 150 Ditto 1836-7.

Nevis:
Newcastle « - 40X25 140 150 Ditto - 1835-6.
St. Paul's = 8 - 40X25 140 150 Ditto - 1836-7.

Anguilla -« 2+ = =| 40x25 140 200
Virgin Islands} Virgin Gorda | 40x 25 140 140
Dominica - St. Patrick’s 40X25 140 200

St. Joseph -| 40x25 140 300

Bermudas :

Pembroke - = 2 = = { 40X25 140 225 From Grant of 1835-6.
_ - - - - =| 40X25 140 925

=~ - - - - “| 40X25 140 925
Sandys - - - - =| 4025 140 2925
Warwick - - - - -| 40x25 140 025
Devonshire = «© © «@f 40x25 140 225

Mauritius:
— oe = e oe es oe oo - 250

— oe - o = o ° ~ o 250

— - e© «© ef]. . . . 350 From Grant of 1836~7.

- - es 2 eye - ° . 250

Cuurcu Missronary Sociery. £.| 22,240 - + = £14,660.

Jamaica:
St. Thomas in the East, Port Morant| - - 100 250

Ditto - + LongBay -j| - - 100 250
St. George’s - Birnam Wood - - 100 250
Hanover - - Phenix -| - 100 250
stufElizabeth’s - Bona Vista -| - - 100 250

itto + - Appleton’s -| - - 100 250
Manchester - Bletree - ef - 100 20 nae of 1835-6,

Ditto - - Pratville -| « - 100 250
_ - © oe ew] - 100 450

Trinidad :
Naparima, South- San Fernando “ - 100 ¢ 250

Ditto ditto - Savanna Grande - 100 250
(contixued.)
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COLONY AND STATION. Dimensions. | ‘Tu hold | Estimated Portion defrayed by

Cuurca Missionany Socrery—continued.

British Guiana : Feet. Scholars. £.

Demerara - ~- St. Matthew's - 100 250

Ditto - - Ditto - = 100 250 .

Berbice, near Achlyne, on the East ! From Grant of 1835-6,

Coast - ° - - - 100 250 300 &,

Ditto - - - Dito - 100 250 = ||

Jamaica:
_ -  - “| ° - 100 250
_ - - - -| - - 100 250
— - - - - - - 100 250

— - = - = - = 100 250

—_ ee the - 100 250 = || From Grant of 1836-7,
— - « - =} - - 100 250 2,694.

— = 2 © sf} ¢ 100 250
Trinidad:
— - - . « = 100 250

—_— o . . oe - 100 350

£. 6,000 - - - £.3,994

Wesierax Missionary Society.

Antigua:
Parham -
St. John’s -
Lion’s Hill -

Dominica Grand Bay --
Montserrat
Nevis- = Gingerland --
St. Christopher: Halfway Tree
Bermuda - Hamilton -
St. Vincent - Kingstown -
Grenada - MomeJaloon

New Hampshire
Demerara - St. Mary’s -

Arabian Coast
Barbadoes - Speight’s Town

Scotland -
Jamaica - Kingston «

- SpanishTown
anchester -

Vere -
Grateful Hill

Bath and Morant Bay
Falmouth and Duncan’s

Ramble -
New Sheffield

Moravian Missiowany Society:

Tobago:
St. Patrick’s - Montgomery .

Barbadoes:
St. Thomas’s - Sharon - -

St. John’s - Mount Tabor -

St. Christopher:
St. George’s - Basseterre- -

Antigua:
St.Mary's - GraceBay- -

Jamaica;
Manchester - Fairfield - -
St. Elizabeth- N. Fulnec - -
Ditto - N.Eden -

Bethany,in MileGully
N. Bethlehem s+
Irvin Hali - ‘.
N. Beaufort -

St. Christopher:
Bethesda . * - . -  

to be applied to the maintenance
a proportion not exceeding one-third in each case.

e
e
o
e
e
e
t

@
@

et
©
&
&
8
e
e

|S
e
w
e
e
e
e
8

To be en-
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600
500
200
300
120
300
250
200
400

400

325
325
200

210
650

390
160
250
goo
§00

350
320
250

To which add - 1,200,
of schoolmasters, in

Torat - - £. 6,194
 

From Grants for 1835-6,
and 1837; the lists for
the respective years not
being distinguished.

 
 

7,500 - £. 5,000

 

200

200

200

§00

150

200
150
100

200

150
120

100

goo  
300

150

300

240

360
270
180
270
240
210
180

360

From Grant of
1835-6 - - + £.1,500

 From Grant of
1836-7 = © - £.1,200 
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COLONY AND STATION. Dimensions. | Tohold | Estimated Portion defrayed by

Moravian Misstonary Society—continued,

__ Barbadoes: Feet, Scholars. £.

ae tena: ° . ° “] * - 300 39° From Grant of

Five Islands © + - -| = = 100 150 J1836-7 - - - £.1,200

£.1 4,050 £. 2,700
Baptist Misstonary Society. 7

Jamaica:
Montego Bay -| 40x38 150 770
Mount Carey -{ 60x25 200 700 From Grant of

Trelawney - Falmouth - =| 45X35 220 600 1835-6 - - - £.1,100
Ditto Wilberforce =| - - 200 300

Highgate - -| - -{- = 900 From G t
Passage Fort -{ 90x45 250 g00 rom Grant o

St. James's - + + =| 60x30 200 950 {J2836-7 - - - £1,100

£.) 6,120 £. 2,200
LapiEs’ Necro Epucartiox Society.

Antigua:
St, Joha’s Rectory - Infant School- £. sd.

house = - - - -, - - - 335 From Grant of
Jamaica: 1835-6 = + 190 ~ —

Fairfield - Refuge School-house| - - - - 600 From ditto of
1836-7 - - 100 =~

£.} 935
£.220 - -

. To which add
for the salary of Schoolmasters, to be applied
in a 150 - -

Lonpow Missionary Sociery.

Jamaica:
Eight school-houses; stations not

yet specified - - 2s &

British Guiana:
Demerara - ‘Three school-houses-
Berbice - Five ditto - -

Jamaica - = Four schools
British Guiana - Five schools
Cape of Good Hope - Nine

schools + - - -

Scorrisnh Missionary Society,

Jamaica:
Hanover - - Lucea - -

Ditto - - Green Island -
St. James’s » « Easthams -

Ditto - Eastern partofMr. Wad-
dell’s district - 2 5

Hampden= «+ On the borders of
Trelawney . - - -

In a populous district to the north
of Hampden - - = =

St. Mary’s - - Port Maria. -
in the country part of same district
Carron Hall, about 12 miles from
PortMaria - -= «= «

In the same district - = «

Tue Governor oF TRINIDAD.

(a) To be applied in aid of volun-
tary subscriptions, or grants of the
colonial legislature for building
school-bouses. Vide Note to
printed Schedule (B.)* © =

Tue Govesnor or BARBADOES,

(b) To be applied in aid of volun.
tary subscriptions, or grants of the
local legislatures in the Islands of
Grenada and St. Vincent's» =»

521,

 
such expense in each case

 
4,533

2,450

4,075

2,250

 

 

proportion not exceeding one-third ofJ

Total - £370 - =

 

£. ad.

From Grant of
1835-6 = = 3,000 - -

From Grant of

1836-7 - - 4,533 6 8

ToraL - £ 7,533 6 8

 

 

£. 2d.

From Grant of
1836-7 - + 1,500 ~- +

(a) g002.
1835-6,

from Grant of

(6) 4002,
1836~7.

from Grant of 
(continued.)

Enclosure in (T.)

©VidePaper No. 211,
ordered to be printed
by The House of Com.
mons, 27 April 1836,
Pr &



Enclosure in (T.)

© Vide Paper, No.211,
ordered to be printed
by The House of Com.
mons, 27 Aprii 1836,
p- 2.

 

 

12 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

COLONY AND STATION. Dimensions. | To hold | Psimated Portion defrayed by

Tue Governor OF JAMAICA. Feet. Scholars. £.

Jamaica Metropolitan Sehool, in)| To contain
connexion with the British and|| two school-
Foreign School Society, and to be/| rooms, . - 1,350 5001, from Grant of
conducted on their plan and prin-{} 60 xgo ft. 1835-6, for Normal
ciples - 2 «© «+ =Jj;each schools.

Tux GovERNOR OF THE BAHAMAS.

The Normal School at Nassau,
under Mr. M‘Swiney (vide Note to
printedSchedule(B.); and 67. 19s. 4d.
from Grant of 1836-7, to make up
salary to Mr. M‘Swiney for one year

Tre Trustees of THE Mice CHARITY.

Jamaica - 44 schools.—Sum ex-
pended, 13,6902, - - -

Antigua - - . - -
Mauritius - 6 schools.—Sum ex-

pended, 1,1122. - ~ -
Ditto - - = = - -

Jamaica - (c) To be applied, at the
discretion of the Trus-
tees, in aid of their funds
in any of these Colonies
to the purposes of Negro
Education.
3 schouls in Barbadoes,
Sum expended, 1,0002.

Mauritius

Trinidad

Barbadoes

St. Lucia

Dominica    
[70 from Grant of

3835-6, for Normal
| schools; and6. 19s.4d.

from Grant of 1836-7.

£.
7} 2,000

From Grant of 800
| 1835-6 - - 1,000

780

| (c) £.4,000 from Grant
of 1836-4.  

 

RecaPiTuLaTion to ScHEDuLE (A.)

Of the Appropriation of the Sums of 25,0001. each, voted by Parliament in the Years 1835 and 1836,
for the Promotion of Negro Education.
 

NAME OF SOCIETY OR AGENCY.
Sums granted from
Parliamentary Vote

Sums granted from
Parliamentary Vote

Total Amount
granted from Votes

 

    

of 1835. of 1836. of 1835 and 1836.

£ os. dd. £ 8. d. £ «a d.

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel -] 7500 ~ —} 47,160 — =| 14,660 - ~
Church Missionary Society - - - -}| 2,500 —~ -—| 2,694 - —- 5194 - =
Wesleyan ditto - ditto - - - - 3,000 = <= 2,000 ~ = §,000 — =
Moravian ditto - ditto - - - - 1,500 - = 1,200 — = 2.700 = —
Baptist ditto - ditto - - - =] 1,800 = =[ 1,100 — - 2,200 = —
Ladies’ Negro Education Society - - = 120 = - 250 - =~ 370 - =
London Missionary Scciety - - - -{ 3,000 —- —| 4,533 6 8 7,533 6 8
Trustees of the Mico Charity - -| 4,580 ~ -]| 4,000 — - 8,580 — —
The Governor of the Bahamas = - . 700 —- — 619 4 706 19 4
The Governor of Jamaica - - = ~ §00 —- -~{ = e.« « 500 = —
The Governor of Barbadoes - - - = - 400 - = 400 —- —
The Scottish Missionary Society - - - - 1,500 ~ = 1,500 — —
The Governor of Trinidad - +¢ = = §00 —- ~| = = « 500 = —

£.| 25,000 -— ~| 24,844 6 —| 409,844 6 -

Balance unappropriated - £, 155 14 =

Total Sum voted - - - &.
fpare

50,000 - « 
 

Note.— Since the drawing up of the printed Schedule (B.),* herein referred to, some of the Societies
have requested permission to make slight modifications in the details of the arrangements originally
proposed and agreed to. A comparison of the two Schedules will exhibit the few instances of
alterations which have thus been
Government.

23 February 1837.

 

proposed and adopted, with the sanction of His Majesty's
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(U.)
Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 March 1837.
I nave the honour to transmit to you, for your information, copy of an Order

passed by His Majesty in Council, on the 1st instant, to confirm, subject to the
exceptions therein mentioned, an ordinance, entitled “An Ordinance for the
better regulation and enforcement of the relative duties of Masters and Employ-
ers, and Articled Servants, Tradesmen and Labourers, in British Guiana 3” and I
am to desire that you will cause this Order in Council to be made known
throughout your government.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

Enclosure in (U.)

Ar tHE Court or Sr. James's, 1 Marcy 1837.

Present,
The King’s most Excellent Majesty, in Council.

Wuerezas, on the 22d day of June 1836, a certain ordinance was enacted by theLieutenant-governor of British Guiana, by and with the advice of the Court of Policy ofBritish Guiana, entitled “An Ordinance for the better regulation and enforcement of the
relative duties of Masters aud Employers, and Articled Servants, Tradesmen and Labourers,
in British Guiana,” which ordinance was in the foll owing words ; (that is to say,)

Whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for the more speedy and effectual
administration of justice, in all cases of contracts made for the performance of agricultural,
manufacturing, or any other description of labour or service, handicraft or otherwise, and for
enforcing the performance of the respective duties of persons standing to each other in the
relation of masters or employers, and articled servants, tradesmen or labourers, when such
relation has been created by the voluntary act of such parties, or by the act of the parents
or legal guardians or other competent authority, in respect of infants under the age of
15 years:

1. Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted, by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor,by and with the advice of the honourable the Court of Policy, that all persons who havebeen or shall be bound to other persons, for the performance in this colony of any agricul-
tural, manufacturing, handicraft or other description of labour or service whatsoever, by anyindenture of apprenticeship, bond of service, agreement or other imstrument of any kind in
writing, whether the same be made or entered into in this colony or elsewhere, whether
in or out of his Majesty’s dominions, with or without stamp, shall be and be con-sidered as articled servants, tradesmen or labourers within the meaning and for the pur-
poses of this ordinance; and the person or persons to whom such articled servants, trades-
men or labourers shall be so bound, shall be and be considered as the masters or
employers of such articled servants, tradesmen or labourers, for all the purposes of thisordinance,

2. Be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any sheriff or justice of the
peace within this colony, and they are hereby required to take cognizance of any complaint
of any articled servant, tradesman or labourer, against his or her master or employer, or the
agent, manager or overseer of such master or employer, for ill-usage or ill-treatment of any
such complainant by such master or employer, agent, manager or overseer, or for the non-
performance by such master or employer, agent, manager or overseer, of anystipulation or
covenant, for the benefit of such complainant, contained in any articles of agreement, in-
denture, bond of service or other written instrument, entered into by or on behalf of suchmaster or employer; and ifit shall be made to appear to such sherifforJustice, on his own view,or on confession of the party accused, or by satisfactory evidence on oath, that any such
master or employer, agent, manager, overseer or any person by the authority of any of them,
has ill-used or mal-treated such complainant, or that such complainant has been unlawfully
deprived, by any such master or employer, or his or her agent, manager or overseer, ofanybenefit, privilege or advantage towhich such complainant is or may be entitled, or that sucmaster or employer, or his or her agent, has unlawfully withheld any wages due to such com-
Plainant, or has failed to perform or fulfil any covenant, matter or thing whatsoever, for the

enefit or advantage of such articled servant, tradesman or labourer, contained in any agree-
ment, indenture or bond of service, or other written instrument, entered into by or on behalfof such master or employer, it shall and may be lawful for such sheriffor justice of the peaceto hear and determine such complaint in a summary manner, and to adjudge such master or
employer, agent, manager or overseer, to pay to such complainant the wages that may appear

5 2 1 . we
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to be due, or to adjudge such master or employer, agent, manager or overseer, to pay a fine
of such sum, and in case of non-payment to imprisonment, solitary or otherwise, with or
without hard labour, for such period as may appear to such court, sheriff or justice to meet
the justice of the case; such award of wages, fine and imprisonment, not to exceed the
amount and extent of the several jurisdictions hereinafter granted to such sheriff or justice
respectively for the purposes of this ordinance.

3. Be it further enacted, and it shall and may be lawful for any sheriff or justice of the
peace in this colony, and they are hereby required to take cognizance of any complaint of
a master or employer, or the agent, manager or overseer of such master or employer, against
any articled servant, tradesman or labourer, for unlawful absence from the service of such
master or employer, or for the neglect, non-performance or improper or insufficient per-
formance of the duties or services which such articled servant, tradesman or labourer is or
may be bound to perform and fulfil to such master or employer; and if it shall be made to
appear to the satisfaction of such sheriff or justice, on his own view, or on confession of the
party accused, or by satisfactory evidence on oath, that any such articled servant, tradesman
or labourer has wilfully neglected, or has improperly or insufficiently performed any such
duty or service as aforesaid, or that he or she has unlawfully absented himself or herself
from the duty or service of such master or employer, or that he or she has contumaciously
disobeyed any lawful command of such master or employer, agent, manager or overseer, or
that he or she has made use of any insulting or threatening language to such master or
employer, or the agent or manager of such master or employer, or that he or she has entered
into any combination with any other person or persons whomsoever, or instigated or induced
any other articled servant, tradesman or labourer, or other persons, to disobey any lawful
commands of any such master, employer, agent, manager or overseer, or that he or she hath
wilfully spoiled or destroyed any property, tools or other articles intrusted to his or her
care, or has by wilful neglect or carelessness caused the loss or injury of any property
intrusted to his or her charge, or has endangered any property by the careless use of fire,
or has rendered himself or herself incapable, by intoxication or other improper means, of
performing his or her work or duty to his or her master or employer, or has in any other
respect been guilty of any breach of the duty which he or she owes to such master or
employer, then and in every such case it shall and may be lawful for such sheriff or justice
to hear and determine such complaint in a summary manner, and to adjudge such articled
servant, tradesman or labourer, for every day that he or she shall have Been unlawfully
absent from or neglected to perform the work or service due to his or her master or
employer, to forfeit and pay for the use and benefit of such master or employer two days’
wages ; and for any other offence hereinbefore enumerated, to adjudge such articled servant,
tradesman or labourer to pay such fine, and in case of non-payment to suffer such impri-
sonment, solitary or otherwise, with or without hard labour,bor such period as such justice
or sheriff are hereinafter declared to have power respectively to award or adjudge.

4. Be it further enacted, that if any such justice shall find the demand of wages or
forfeiture of wages, or damages claimed by any party complaining as aforesaid, to exceed
the sum which such justice is by this ordinance authorized to award, or shall deem the
party accused to be deserving of a more severe or heavier penalty than he is by this
ordinance authorized to adjudge, such justice shall, instead of determining the case, refer
the same to the sheriff of his district, and shall cause the complainant and defendant to
appear before such sheriff; and it shall be lawful for any such sheriff, if he see fit, to hear
and determine the case in a summary manner, or if he deems such complaint, or any other
such complaint that may have originated before him, to call for the award of a larger sum
of money, or the infliction of a heavier penalty than he is, under this ordinance, authorized
to adjudge, he shall, in every such case, refer such complaint to any inferior court of
eriminal justice of the district, or to the supreme court of criminal justice, as the case may
require, and may commit the accused for trial before such court, or take bail for his or her
appearance thereat to answer the complaint; and it shall be lawful for any inferior court to
hear and adjudge all such cases as shall be brought before it, whether for the payment or
forfeiture of wages, recovery of damages, or other penalty, to the extent of the jurisdiction
hereinafter assigned to such court for the purposes of this ordinance, and otherwise to
proceed, according to the ordinance (No. 41), for the establishment of, and manner of pro-
ceeding to be observed by, inferior courts of criminal justice within this colony.

5. Be it further enacted, that, for the purposes of this ordinance, the jurisdiction and
authority of a justice of the peace shall extend and be confined and limited to awarding
the payment or forfeiture of a sum not exceeding two pounds sterling, or twenty-eight
guilders, or to imprisonment with or without hard labour or solitary confinement, for a
period not exceeding three days; and that the jurisdiction and authority of a sheriff shall
extend and be confined and limited to awarding the payment or forfeiture of four pounds
sterling, or fifty-six guilders, or to imprisonment asaforesaid for a period not exceeding six
days; and that the jurisdiction and authority of an inferior court of criminal justice shall
extend and be confined and limited to the sum of twenty pounds sterling, or two hundred
and eighty guilders, and to imprisonment as aforesaid for any period not exceeding one
calendar month: provided always, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of
any such inferior court of ctiminal justice that any master or employer, or other person,
with the authority, knowledge or connivance of such master or employer, has been guilty of
any gross ill-usage of any articled servant, tradesman or labourer, bound to such master of
employer, or of continued and wilful neglect of the terms of the indenture or agreement
entered into between any such master or employer and his or her articled servant, labourer

or
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or tradesman, it shall and may be lawful for such inferior court of criminal justice to cancel Enclosure in (U.)
. the indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other written agreement entered into —_
between any such articled servant, tradesman or labourer, and his or her master or
employer; and thereupon such indenture, bond of service or other written agreement
shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, cahcelled and made void to all intents
and purposes.

6. Be it further enacted, that whenever any such articled servant, tradesman or labourer
shall, by sentence of any court of justice of this colony, be adjudged to imprisonment
for any offence by him or her committed, by means whereof the master or employer of such
articled servant, tradesman or labourer may have been deprived of his or her services during
the term of such imprisonment; and in all cases where any such articled servant, tradesman
or labourer shall have been convicted before any such court of unlawfully absenting himself
or herself from the services of such master or employer, such articled servant, tradesman or
labourer shall be bound to serve his master or employer for as longa time after the period
when the term of service would have been otherwise determined as such master or employer
has been deprived of, by reason of such imprisonment or such unlawful absence from his or
her master’s service; and in all such cases the indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service
or other written instrument of such articled servant, tradesman or labourer, to his or her
master or employer, shall be continued,and shallbe taken to be and be continued in full
force, until the expiration of the further period for which such articled servant, tradesman or
labourer is bound to serve as aforesaid.

7. Be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for any minor above the
age of fifteen years, notwithstanding his or her minority, to enter into and make and
execute any indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other instrument in writing, for
the performance of any agricultural, manufacturing or other labour or service, of whatsoever
description, whether handicraft or otherwise; and such indenture, bond or written instru-
ment, or other contract, whether stamped or not, shall be and be taken to be as good, valid
and effectual to all intents and purposes as if the party so making the same were of the full
age of majority.

8. Be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the parent, or in
default of any such parent, for the guardian or next of kin of any person under the age of
fifteen years, and of the full age of nine years, or for the boards of church and poor’s
fund of the district of Demerary and Essequebo, and of the district of Berbice res tively,
in all cases in which such minor has become chargeable on the funds of such board, to
enter into, make and execute, for or on behalf and in the name of such mimor, any such
indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other written instrument of agreement, for
the performance of any agricultural, manufacturing or other labour or service, whether
handicraft or otherwise, which shall be binding on the minor, for and on behalf of whom the
same is so made and executed, notwithstanding his or her minority, and be as good, valid
and effectual to all intents and purposes as if such minor had made or executed the same,
being of the full age of majority: provided always, that in case any indenture, bond or
other written instrument of agreement or contract shall be so made and entered into in this
colony, for and in respect of any such person under the age of fifteen years as aforesaid, by
any other person than the father or surviving parent of such minor, the same shall be made
and entered into and executed with the consent, approbation and in the presence ofa justice
of the peace of this colony, whose duty it shall be to examine the parties, and ascertain, as
far ashe is able, that it will be advantageous to the party in whose name such indenture of
apprenticeship, bond of service or other written instrument of agreement or contract is to be
made, that the same should be entered into and executed in his or her behalf, and such justice
shall affix his signature thereto, in token of his consent and approbation thereof; and also
provided always, that no such indenture, bond or other written instrument as aforesaid, so to

made and entered into on behalf of any person under the age of fifteen years, shall
be valid and effectual, unless the same contains such covenants, stipulations andagreements
on thepartand behalf of the party to whom such minor is so engaged or bound, as are
contained in the form of indenture of apprenticeship set forth in the Schedule hereunto
annexed, marked (A.)

9. Be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any person to whom any
other person shall be bound or engaged by any such indenture of apprenticeship, bond of
service or other written instrument, for the purpose of any agricultural, manufacturing or
other labour or service of any description, with the consent of such articled servant,
tradesman or labourer, and the permission and approbation of any sheriff of the colony, and
not otherwise, to assign or make over to any other person or persons whomsoever such
indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other written instrument as aforesaid; andthe consent of such articled servant, and the approbation of such sheriff, shall be recorded
thereon in presence of such sheriff, and his signature attached thereto; and thereupon the
articled servant, tradesman or labourer or person so bound and engaged, shall become and
be considered to be the articled servant, tradesman or labourer of the person to whom orinwhose favour-such assignment is made, in the same manner as if he or she had been
originally bound or engaged to such person: provided always, that in case the articledservant, tradesman or labourer shall have been bound for the purpose of learning any tradeor business, he or she shall be assigned over to some other master or employer of the sametrade, or capable of instructing him or her in the same business.
_ 10. Be it enacted, that no indenture of apprenticeshi » bond of service or other writteninstrument, by which any person shall be bound for the performance of any agricultural,

521, . manufacturing
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manufacturing or other labour or service in the said colony, shall be and continue in force
for anyperiod of time exceeding seven years from the commencement thereof: provided
always, that the term ofsany such indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other
written instrument may be continued beyond the said term of seven years from the com-
mencement thereof, for the causes and in the manner provided in the sixth clause of this
ordinance, and not otherwise.

11. . Be it further enacted, that any person who shall harbour, conceal or employ, or who
shall knowingly and wilfully entice away, or solicit or endeavour to persuade any articled
servant, tradesman or labourer, or other person bound to any other persons by any inden-
ture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other instrument in writing, for the performance
of any work or service whatsoever, to quit or remain absent from the employment or service
of the person or persons to whom he or she may be so bound or engaged, shall for every
such offence forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty pounds sterling, or two hundred
and eighty guilders, and shall, over and above such penalty,be bound to pay to the master
or employer, or other person or persons to whom such articled servant, tradesman or
labourer, or other person is bound or engaged, damages at the rate of ten shillings sterling,
or seven guilders, for every day that such articled servant, tradesman or labourer shall have
been so harboured, concealed or employed; or in default of payment of such penalty and
damages, and of such costs as may have been incurred in consequence thereof, shall be
imprisoned for any time not exceeding the limitation of the jurisdiction of the court before
which the case has been tried and adjudged.

12. Be it further enacted, that no such articled servant, tradesman, labourer or other
person as hereinbefore mentioned, shall quit the colony, except he shall be furnished with a
passport from the lieutenant-governor, obtained in the usual manner; and that every such
articled servant, tradesman or labourer quitting or attempting to quit the colony without
such passport, shall, on conviction before any competent court as aforesaid, be liable to
imprisonment, with or without hard labour or solitary confinement, for any time not
exceeding three calendar months.

13. Be it further enacted, that all persons knowingly removing or assisting to remove
any such articled servant, tradesman or labourer from the colony, without a passport from
the lieutenant-governor, shall, upon summary conviction before any such competent court
as aforesaid, be liable to and adjudged to pay a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds sterling,
or two hundred and eighty guilders; and it shall be.lawful for such court to adjudge such
person to be imprisoned until such penalty is paid, such imprisonment not to exceed three
calendar months: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall be held or
construed to deprive the party or parties, or employer or employers, of any remedy he, she
or they may have, by action or suit at law, for the loss he, she or they may have sustained,
against the person removing or assisting in the removal of any articled servant, tradesman or
labourer as aforesaid.

14. Be it further enacted, that any person knowingly removing or assisting to remove
any such articled servant, tradesman or labourer as aforesaid, from the district in which he
or she is under engagement, to render his or her services to any other part of the colony,
without the permission in writing of the master or employer of such articled servants, trades-
men or labourers, or the manager or overseer of the estate or plantation on which such
articled servant, tradesman or labourer is employed, or of some justice of the peace in the
district from which such articled servant, tradesman or labourer is removed, shall, upon
conviction before any such competent court as aforesaid, be liable to and incur a penalty not
exceeding five pounds sterling, or seventy guilders; or, in default of payment thereof, such
offenders shall be liable to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any period not
exceeding one calendar month.

15. Be it further enacted, that every importer of articled servants, tradesmen or labourers,
at the time of such importation, and before such articled servant, tradesman or labourer
shall be permitted to land, shall be bound, under a penalty of five pounds sterling, or seventy
guilders, for every person so imported, in respect of whom the regulations herein contained
shall not be observed, to lodge with the high sheriff in Demérary, or with the sheriff in
Berbice, as the case may be, the indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service or other
written instrument, under which such articled servant, tradesman or labourer have engaged
themselves to serve; and the sheriff shall thereupon grant a permission in writing for the
landing of such articled servants, tradesmen or labourers, and shall, if he shall seefit,
require such importer to produce such articled servants, tradesmen or labourers at hisoffice,
immediately on their being landed; and such indenture, bond of service or written instru-
ment as aforesaid, shall, moreover, be exhibited by such importer to the registrar of the
district in which such importer or employer shall reside, together with a copy thereof, which
copy shall, by the said registrar or sworn clerk, be certified to be a true copy of the original
indenture, bond of service or other written instrument to be exhibited as aforesaid; and
such copy, duly authenticated by the said registrar or sworn clerk, shall remain deposited
in the office of the said registrar, and shall, for the purposes of this Act, be equally admis-
sible in evidence in any court in this colony as the original instrument; and for thepers
formance of such duty, the registrars of the respective districts shall be entitled tocharge,
for each such articled servant, tradesman or labourer, one guilder, and no more.

16. Be it further enacted, that whenever any articled servant shall be desirous of quitting
the colony, and shall be able to adduce sufficient reasons to satisfy the sheriff of the district
in which such articled servant may reside, that it is reasonable that liberty should be given
to such articled servant to quit the colony, it shall be lawful for the sheriff, after hearing

the
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the parties, to cancel the indentures or other written agreement existing between such
articled servant and his or her master or employer, on payment by such articled servant, to
the master or employer, of such sum of money as such sheriff of the district may deem just
and reasonable; and it shall not be lawful for the master or employer of any articled
servant, labourer or tradesman, who may have been brought or imported into this colony
under articles of agreement, to cancel the indenture, bond of service or other written instru-
ment of agreement existing between any such master or employer and such articled servant,
labourer or tradesman, until such master or employer has executed, in favour of the board
of poor’s fund of the district in which such master or employer may reside, a good and
sufficient bond, under a penalty of twenty pounds sterling, or two hundred and eighty
uilders, that such articled servant, tradesman or labourer shall not become chargeable for

fis or her maintenance on the poor’s fund.

17. Be it further enacted, that during the period such articled servants, tradesmen or
labourers continue under the control of the person or persons who by virtue of their agree-
ment may be entitled to their services, they shall not be required to take out any ticket of
residence, nor to serve in the militia: provided nevertheless, that at the expiration of the
term of service for which they may have been respectively bound, they shall, on a certi-
ficate of the sheriff of the district in which they respectively reside, that they have faithfully
fulfilled their term of service, be entitled to receive tickets of residence gratis, by
the possession of which they are placed on a footing with all other inhabitants of the
colony.

18. Be it further enacted, that in taking cognizance of and for the hearing and deter-
mining any complaints or cases under the provisions of this ordinance, all courts, sheriffs
and justices of the peace as aforesaid shall have authority to make and issue all such sum-
monses, warrants, arrests, commitments of parties and witnesses, and to take all such bails,
bonds and recognizances, and, as nearly as may be, in the same manner and form as in cases
wherein any such court, sheriff or justice might take cognizance or have jurisdiction by the
laws in force in this colony.

19. Be it further enacted, that no summons, warrant, order, conviction, execution or other
proceedings under this ordinance, shall be set aside or annulled for want of form, and that
no person acting under the authority of any such warrant, order, conviction or other. pro-
ceeding, shall be deemed a wrong-doer or trespasser, by reason of any defect of form
therein; nor shall any such person be deemed a trespasser or wrong-doer, by reason of any
irregularity in the carrying into execution any sentence, conviction, levy, order for sale, or
other proceedings under the authority of this ordinance; but the person aggrieved by any
such irregularity shall and may recover full satisfaction for any special damages, i any,
which he or she may have thereby sustained by an action, before any court of competent
jurisdiction; but no plaintiff shall recover in any action for such irregularity, if tender of
sufficient amends shall or may have been made by or on behalf of the defendant before such
action brought.

20. Be it further enacted, that if any suit or action shall be prosecuted against uny magis-
trate, justice of the peace, constable or police officer, for any thing done in pursuance of
this ordinance, such defendant may plead the general issue, and, under such plea, may
give this ordinance and the special matter in evidence at the hearing or trial thereof, and
that the same was done by the authority of this ordinance; and if a judgment should pass
for the defendant, or plaintiff shall withdraw or otherwise discontinue such suit or action,
or that the same be dismissed, or judgment shall be otherwise given against the plaintiff
therein, the defendant shall recover double costs, and have the like remedy for the same
that any defendant hath by law in other cases, unless the court should certify itnecessary,
for the purposes of justice, that such costs should not be allowed: provided nevertheless,
that no action shall be brought or sustained against any magistrate, constable or police
officer, or other person or persons, for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, unless such
action be commenced within six calendar months next after the cause of action shall have
accrued.

21. Be it further enacted, that the informer in any of the cases aforesaid shall be, and
shall be deemed and taken to be, a good and competent witness in law, notwithstanding he
shall be entitled to a part of any of the penalties mentioned in this ordinance.

22. Be it further enacted, that all fines incurred and received under this ordinance shall
be awarded and paid to the joint use and benefit of the persons informing and prosecuting
for the same, and of the respective boards of church and poor’s fund of the district, as the
case may be, in such proportions as the court of justice, before which the case has been
tried, shall award and determine.

23. Be it further enacted, that nothing in this ordinance contained shall be taken or
construed to hinder or preclude any person from his or her remedy by civil action, before
any court of civil justice of competent jurisdiction: provided also, that nothing in this ordi-
nance contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to persons described and classed
as apprenticed labourers, under the Act of the 3d & 4th of William the Fourth, c. 73, or
to the persons designated as liberated and indented Africans, under the ordinance, No. 68,
for this colony.

And that no ignorance shall be pretended of this our ordinance, these presents shall be
printed and published in the customary manner.

521, ScuEDULE

Enclosure in (U).
ones



Enclosure in (U.)
 

18 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Scuepvute (A.)}

Barrisa Guiana.

District

This Indenture, made the day of in the years of our Lord
between A.B.in the said district (the parent, guardian, or next of kin C. D., or between
the president and members of the board of church and poor’s fund of the district of
Demerary and Essequebo, or of Berbice, as the case may be), for and on behalf of
C. D., an infant, ag ; the said A. B. acting herein with the authority, appro-
bation and consent of E. F., one of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the said
district, of the one part, and G. H., the master or employer of the said C. D., of the
other part: Whereas the said G. H. has, in the presence, and with the authority,
approbation and consent of the said E. F., testified by his signature, hereto agreed with
the said A. B. (the father, guardian or next of kin C. D., or with the president or
members of the board of church and poor’s fund of the district of Demerary and
Essequebo, or of Berbice, as the case may be) to take the said C. D. (the infant) ‘as his
apprentice for the term of years, to be taught or instructed, or employed in

trade or business of » in consideration and subject to the terms and conditions
hereinafter contained.
Now, this indenture witnesseth that, in pursuance of the said agreement, and in

virtue of the ordinance in this case made and provided, he the said G. H. (the master
or employer) doth hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, covenant,
promise and agree to and with the said A. B. (the father, &c., as the case may be) in
the mannerfollowing; that is to say, That he the said G. H. (the master or employer)
shall and will, during the term of years, according to the best of his skill and
knowledge, teach and instruct, or cause to be taught and instructed, the said C.D.
(the infant) in the trade or business of , and all and every the matters and things
whatsoever incident or relating thereto.
And also shall and will, during the said term, find and provide the said C, D. (the

infant) with suitable and sufficient diet, clothing, lodgmg and medical attendance.
And shall and will also allow to the said C. D. (the infant) such reasonable time and
opportunity for education and religious instruction as shall be appointed or assigned
by a justice of the peace of the district in which the said C. D. shall reside.
And in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained, on the

part of G. H. the master or employer, he the said A. B, (the father, &c.), with the
authority, approbation and consetit of the said E. F. (the justice), hath placed and
bound, and by these presents doth place and bind the said C. D. (the infant) unto and
with the said G, H. for the said term of years, to be computed from the date
of these presents, and doth hereby covenant, promise and agree that he the said C. D.
shall and will, during all and every part of the said term of years, truly and
faithfully serve the said G. H. in the said business or employment of ,and
diligently attend to and employ himself in the business and concerns thereof, accordin
tothe rules, regulations or laws now or hereafter to be in force in the colony ofand
concerning apprentices.

In witness whereof, they the said A. B. (the father, &c.), for and on behalf of the said
C. D. (the infant), and the said G. H. (the master and employer), have hereunto set
their hands and seals the day and year first above written, before and in the presence
of the said E. F. (the justice); and the said E. F., in testimony that the same has been
made and entered into in his presence, and by and with-his authority and approbation,
hath also hereto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written.

And whereas it is expedient that, subject to the exceptions, and with the amendments
hereinafter mentioned, the said ordinance should be confirmed by His Majesty, it is there-
fore ordered by His Majesty, by and with the advice of his Privy Council, that no person
who hath been or who shall be bound to any other person for the performance, in British
Guiana, of any agricultural, manufacturing, handicraft, or other description of labour or
service whatsoever, by any indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service, agreement or other
instrument of any kind im writing, shall, by force and virtue of the said ordinance, be
articled servants, tradesmen or labourers within the meaning or for the purposes thereof,
after the expiration of three years from the date of such indenture, bond, agreement or
instrument.
And be it further ordered, that if any such indenture, bond, agreement or instrument, hath

been or shall be made or entered into on the continent of Africa, or in any of the adjacent
islands inhabited wholly or in part by the negro race, the same shall be absolutely null and
void, and of no effect.
And be it further ordered, that no such indenture of apprenticeship, bond of service,

agreement or other instrument, as aforesaid, if made or entered into at any place beyond
the limits of the said colony of British Guiana, shall be of any force or effect within the said
colony unless the same shall be so entered into in writing, m the presence of two or more
justices of the peace, or magistrates of the colony,territory or place in which the Proposed
articled servant, tradesman or labourer was resident at the day of the date thereof, nor
unless such justices of the peace, or magistrates, shall have subscribed a certificate, under
their respective hands and seals, subjoined to such indenture, bond, agreement or instru-

ment,
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ment, declaring that such proposed articled servant, tradesman or labourer had appeared
before them the said justices or magistrates, and, having by them been duly examined, had
appeared fully to understand the terms and nature of such proposed engagement, and had
freely and voluntarily entered into the same.
And be it further ordered, that no such indentures of apprenticeship, bond of service,

ent or other instrument which hath been or which shall be entered into beyond the
limits of the said colony of British Guiana, with any person who is or hath been an ap-
renticed labourer, within the meaning of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery

in His Majesty’s dominions, shall be of any force, virtue or effect for more than twelve
months from the day of the date thereof, and for such additional period as shallactually
have been employed by any suchperson in any voyage by him or her made in pur-
suance thereof to the said colony of British Guiana; and every such indenture, bond,

ment or instrument shall, also, at any time within the said period of one year, become
liable to defeasance, and to be set aside, on payment or tender, by any such articled servant,
tradesman or labourer to his or her master or employer, of the costs and charges of and
attendant upon any such voyage.
And be it further ordered, that thepowers by the said ordinance vested in any sheriff or

justice of the peace within the said colony shall be and the same are hereby transferred to
and vested exclusively in the special justices appointed and authorized to act under and in
pursuance of the said recited Act.
And be it further ordered, that at the termination or other lawful avoidance of any such

indenture, bond, agreement or other instrument aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any such
servant, tradesman or labourer to quit the said colony of British Guiana at his or her
pleasure, subject only to such regulations as attach to and affect any other person or persons
proposing or about to quit the came.

nd be it further ordered, that the said ordinance shall cease and determine upon and
from the 1st day of August 1840, save only in so far as respects any act done in pursaance
thereof antecedently to that day.
And be it further ordered, that so much of the said ordinance as is in anymanner repugnant

or opposed to the provisions aforesaid, or any of them, shall be and the same is hereb
disallowed, and that, save as aforesaid, the said ordinance is hereby confirmed andallowed,
and finally enacted.
And the Right honourable the Lord Glenelg, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries

of State, is to give the necessary directions herein accordingly.

(signed) W.L. Bathurst.

 

(V.)
Copy of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Gilenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 May 1837.
Tus attention of the Legislatures in the West Indian Colonies having been

recently directed to the improvement of prison discipline, it appears to me de-
sirable to take an early opportunity of pointing out to you the extreme evils and
inconveniences which result from the system of transportation so frequently
resorted to in the colonies for the punishment of offences.

It has been repeatedly brought to my knowledge that, as applied to the negro
race, this mode of punishment fails to possess most of the essential qualities of
efficient secondary punishment.

But besides this decisive objection in principle, it has frequently happened,
owing to difficulties which have either been actually experienced, or have been
supposed to exist, in effecting the removal of convicts sentenced to transporta-
tion, convicts have been detained in prison for several years before their sentences
were carried into execution. Cases have also occurred in which sentences thus
pronounced have been found, on investigation, to be altogether illegal; in con-
sequence of which a necessity has arisen for granting His Majesty’s free pardon,
and for providing for the expense of sending such persons back to thecolony
from whence they came.

Independently, however, of considerations of this nature, the introduction of
negro convicts into the Australian Colonies is a practice which his Majesty’s
Government have resolved shall be discontinued. e interest of those posses-
sions requires that the present system of transportation should at least undergo
considerable modification, with a view to the reduction of the number of convicts
annually sent there, and the substitution of some other and more efficient
punishment.

For these reasons I have to desire that, at the same time that youbring
under the consideration of the Legislature of the subject of

o21. prison
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Despatch prison discipline, you will invite their attention to a revision of those laws b
(V.) which the punishment of transportation is sanctioned, and recommend the
— adoption of such measures as may be requisite for the purpose of substituting in

its place some other secondary punishment. You will, of course, consult with
the judges of the colony under your government, and co-operate with them in
the consideration of this subject. In the meantime, and until such laws are
passed as are necessary for the change, you will be pleased, in any case in which
the sentence of transportation has been pronounced, to commute it for a reason-
able length of imprisonment, or such other punishment as, according to the law of
the colony, may be practicable.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(W.)
Cory of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 July 1837.
I wave the honour to transmit to you the copy of a letter addressed to one of

my Under Secretaries of State by the Secretary to the Committee of the Prison
Discipline Society in this country, relating to the state of the gaols and prison
discipline in the colonies, and containing much useful information on that
subject.

I likewise enclose a copy of the Rules adopted by the lieutenant-governor of
the Bahamas for the management of the gaols in those islands, which Rules
have been approved of by the Society above named. I also enclose nine copies
of the Gaols’ Returns, to be substituted for those which are attached to the Blue
Books for the years 1836, 1837 and 1838 ; and as the Blue Book for 1836 will,
in all probability, have been sent to me before you receive this despatch, you
will lose no time in returning me the original and duplicate copies of the Gaols’
Returns for 1836, with the answers to the questions thereto attached, accurately

ed up.
In conclusion, I have to desire that you will use your best endeavours to give

effect to the suggestions of the Committee of Prison Discipline, so far as local
circumstances will admit, in the colony under your government.

lL have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

 

Enclosure 1, in (W.)

Cory of a LETTER from Samuel Hoare, Chairman to fhe Committee of the Prison
Discipline Society, to Sir George Grey, Bart., &c. &c.

Sir, 18, Aldermanbury, 23 March 1837.
Enclosure 1, I nzc to acknowledge the receipt of your three letters, dated January 19th and 21st, and

in (W.) February 9th, with the accompanying Papers, relative to the state of the prisons in the
colonies; and, in compliance with the request of Lord Glenelg, I have submitted the same
to the Committee of the Prison Discipline Society, for their consideration.

In looking over the various reports, it is highly gratifying to find that improvements are
in progress in several of the colonial gaols, by the introduction of laws and regulations for
their internal government and discipline. Some of these papers, however, are by no means
of recent date, and it cannot therefore be ascertained how far the spirit of improvement has
generally prevailed.
The committee are desirous to call the attention of Lord Glenelg to the annexed paper

of “Remarks,” as to the defects which appear to exist in many of the prisons in the
colonies; and, with a view to remedy some of the evils, particularly as tothe state of the
buildings, I beg to suggest that the plans of all the gaols, &c., should be obtained, in order
that the benefits resulting from an improved system of construction and arrangement may
be pointed out, in reference to such new buildings as it may be found necessary to erect, or
alterations to be made in the old gaols.

I have also to submit to his lordship, that an enlarged form of Returns (agreeably to the
one annexed) should be sent to each colony, with a view to obtain more detailed informa-
tion on certain points than is already possessed; and that the answers to such inquiries
should in all cases be accompanied by copies of the laws and regulations which have been
or are about to be established in each colony.
The committee wish me to urge the necessity of local inspectors being appointed, to visit

the
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the prisons at frequent intervals (as suggested in my former letter to Lord Glenelg), ameasure which, it is considered, would greatly facilitate the establishment of an effectivesystem of discipline.

I return herewith all the original papers which you forwarded to me on this subject, andalso send you, by request of the committee, a packet containing four books of prisonplans,twelve copies of rules for gaols, and twelve descriptions of the tread-mill.

I have, &e.
(signed) Samuel Hoare,

Chairman of the Committee.
P. S.—There is another subject to which I beg to call your attention, viz. that a list ofquestions be forwarded to New South Wales, similar to that which was prepared for VanDiemen’s Land, and sent to the Colonial Office in August last.

 

REMARKs ON THE CoLONIAL Prisons.
TuE official reports which have been recently received from the West Indies state, thatnew prison buildings are about to be erected at Jamaica, Barbadoes, Demerara, Tobago,Nevis, Dominica, &c. It is therefore considered desirable that a plan of each prison shouldbe forwarded to the Colonial Office; also plans of any new prisons which are about to beerected, and of any alterations or additions to be made in the present gaols.In Lower Canada new prisons are proposed to be constructed on the Auburn plan (ofassociation at labour in silence), which has been recommended by a committee appointedto consider the penitentiary system of the United States, in preference to the solitary orseparate system enforced at Pennsylvania.
he prisons in the colonies appear to be very defective in construction and arrangement,there being generally no separate day-rooms for the proper classification of offenders, nosleeping-cells for the individual separation of prisoners at night, no hospital for the sick orfor lunatics, and (with some few exceptions) no suitable chapel for religious services.Some of the gaols have no yard or court, and others have only one yard, in which therisoners associate together indiscriminately ; but at several places the enclosure of the yard1s stated to be so insecure, that the prisoners are not allowed to take exercise therein.

As to the Regulations in Force.
There appears to be a great want of uniformity, even in those which have been recentlyestablished, particularly in the West India Islands; for instance, at Jamaica, where thereare 18 prisons, for nearly all of which new regulations have been framed, yet notmore than two or three of ‘these codes are alike, on account of the gaols being under dif-ferent local authorities ; and this island contains some of the most important prisons, thegaol at Clarendon having had not Jess than 10,966 persons committed to it during theear 1835.

y With the exception of the tread-mill, which has been introduced as a means of com-pulsory labour, there appears to be scarcely any regular employment in the prisons. Atseveral places the convicted are employed out of the prison on public works, repairing theroads, cleaning the streets, &c., in gangs, and wearing shackles; negroes under sentenceare also let out for hire, to dig cane-holes, &c.; all which practices must be considered ashighly objectionable.
The allowance of food differs materially; at some gaols each prisoner has only one poundof bread daily, but at others a pound and halfof bread or biscuit, together with twopounds of potatoes; the cost of maintenance also varying from 4d. to 1s. 11d. (at St. Vin-cent’s). Debtors have no allowance at several prisons ; at others they receive more thancriminals, Clothing and bedding are not always allowed, and when so, only to theconvicted.
In consequence of chaplains not being generally appointed, some prisons are withoutany religious service;but in many cases it is performed gratuitously by the parochialclergy-man: dissenting ministers are also allowed free access to the prisoners. No provision ismade for the instruction of the ignorant. .There appears to be a neglect of frequent periodical visitation by the magistrates or otherauthorities. In only one instance (at Honduras) it is stated that a local inspector has beenappointed.
he regulations most recently framed, and which appear highly deserving of imitationby other colonies, are those for the Bahamas, established in September last, by direction ofLieut.-col. Colebrooke.

As to the Returns.
_ The printed tabular form of Annual Returns is considered to be incomplete in someimportant particulars. It does not state the number and description of persons in confine-ment at any one time, but only the whole number during the year. It also appearsdesirable to have a return made of the greatest number in prison at one time, and to dis~tinguish whites from blacks and coloured persons ; also, that males and females should be
Separated (agreeably to the form, No. 1 and 2, which is now submitted). The printedforms of Annual Returns, recently framed by the Inspectors of Prisons in England, mayalso furnish some further suggestions on this subject.
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Enclosure 2, in (W.)

Banama Isuanps.

Enclosure 2,

in (W.) Ruves and Recuxations for Prisons and Worxuovsss in the Bahamas.

Duties of the Keeper.

1. Tux keeper of every prison or workhouse shall be at least 25 years of age; he shall
reside within the limits of the building; he shall not be engaged in any manual occupation

or trade whatsoever ; he shall not sell or traffic, nor derive any benefit or advantage, directly

or indirectly, from the sale or contract, or agreement for the supply of any article whatever

to any prisoner.
2. ‘A matron (the wife of the keeper to be preferred) shall be appointed for each prison

and workhouse, and it shall be her duty constantly to superintend the female prisoners.
3. The keeper shall be bound to examine every male criminal prisoner, and to cause the

matron to do the same to every female criminal prisoner, on his or her entrance into the build-
ing, and to search their persons and clothes, and shall remove and take into his or her pos-
session all knives, razors, files and other instruments, or articles which may be considered

likely to facilitate escape or to destroy life, giving a receipt for the articles so seized. The
keeper shall enjoin each prisoner to preserve perfect silence, and warn him or her of the
punishment attached to the infringement of that regulation. The keeper shall, so far as
practicable, visit every ward, and see every prisoner (the matron visiting the females), and

inspect every cell once at least in every 12 hours ; when the keeper or any other officer shall
visit the female prisoners, he shall be accompanied by the matron. .

4. The keeper shall provide a journal, in which he shall record all punishments inflicted
by his authority, and all other occurrences within the prison ; which journal shall be open
to the examination of the provost marshal, and then laid before the general board of

superintendence, or other visitors, at every monthly meeting, to be signed by the members,
in proof of the same having been then produced.

5. Upon the death of a prisoner, notice thereof shall be given by the keeper forthwith to
one of the members of the board, or to a visitor, as well as to the coroner of the district, and
to the nearest relative of the deceased, where practicable.

6. The keeper or matron shall not demand, take or receive, nor permit any money or

other article to be demanded or received, under the’ name of garnish, gaol fees or other

gratuity whatsoever, from any prisoner on his or her entrance into the prison, or discharge
erefrom, under any pretence whatsoever.
7. The keeper shall not permit to be sold, used, lent or given away, or brought into the

prison for the use of any convict, any wine, spirituous or fermented liquors, except by a
written order from the surgeon, specifying the quantity, and for whose use.—{See Rule 31.]

8. The keeper of every prison or workhouse shall have power, and he is hereby autho~
rized to hear and determine all complaints touching the following offences:

I. Disobedience of any of the rules of the place.
Il. Infringement. of the law of silence and cleanliness, the observance of which is

strictly enjoined, and to be enforced.
III. Assaults by one prisoner on another, or on any officer of the establishment, where

no dangerous wound or bruise is given.
IV. Profane cursing and swearing.
V. Idleness or neglect of work, or wilful mismanagement of instruments or tools, if

-committed by any prisoner under charge or conviction of any kind.

9. The keeper may examine any persons touching such offences, and may punish all such
offences, by ordering any offender into close confinement and silence in the refractory or
solitary cells or stocks, and keeping such offenders there until he shali have reported the
sametothe provost marshal, which he, the keeper, shal] be bound to do within two hours,

possible.
10, The provost marshal to punish such offenders by imprisonment in the solitary cells

or stocks for any term not exceeding three days. The keeper shall, in case of urgent and
absolute necessity only, put any prisoner in irons, and shall not continue the use of irons on
any prisoner longer than he shallhave reported the same to the provost marshal, which he
shall do as soon as possible.

11. If any criminal prisoner shall be guilty of any greater offence than the keeper is
empowered to punish, the provost marshal, with any two members of the board, one of
whom shall be a magistrate, may inquire, upon oath, and determine concerning the matter,
and may order the offender to be punished by solitary confinement for any period not
exceeding seven days, in addition to any previous sentence; and the keeper shall report the
circumstance as above provided.

12. The keeper shall, if required, afford assistance to any prisoner desirous of presenting
a petition to the court, or other competent authority.

13. The keeper shall see that the walls and ceilings of the wards, cells, rooms and passages
used by the prisoners shall be scraped and lime-washed at least once in every month; the
day-rooms, work-rooms, passages and sleeping-cells shall be washed and cleansed once a
week, or oftener ifrequisite; he shall set apart some convenient place for the prisoners to
wash themselves, with an adequate allowance of soap, towels and combs. Th
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14, The keeper shall not permit any gaming, and he shall seize and destroy all dice,
cards or other instruments of gaming. No smoking shall be permitted.

15. The keeper may, with the consent of the provost marshal, or any member of the
board, employ any prisoner in the performance of any menial office or occupation within the
prison or workhouse.

16. The keeper shall, at each meeting of the board or of the visitors, produce every
prisoner in his custody before the members, to be examined if requisite, and to prefer any
complaints which he or she may have to make against any officer of the gaol or workhouse.

17..The keeper shall allow all prisoners as much air and exercise as may be deemed
proper for the preservation of their health, except those in solitary confinement.

Keeper’s Reports and Returns.

18. The keeper shall, subject to the examination of the provost marshal, once a week,
or oftener if required, frame a report in writing, according to the annexed forms (A.) and
(B.), of all prisoners under charge, with the date of entry and discharge, the cause
of commitment, and any general remarks which may be requisite; which report he shall
transmit to the governor or heutenant-governor, and also to the acting magistrate, for
their information.

19. The keeper shall make a similar report for crimes and misdemeanors, to be laid
before the judges of the general court, on the first day of every assize or gaol delivery, to
be holden in and for these islands; which return is to be kept and filed, by the proper
officer, among the records of the court, or otherwise disposed of as the justice may think
necessary.

Classification of Prisoners.
20. The male and female prisoners shall be confined in separate parts of the prison

or workhouse, so as to prevent them from seeing, conversing or holding any intercourse
with each other.

21. The prisoners of each sex shall, if practicable, be divided into distinct classes,
according to the 12th section of the Colonial Act, &c.

Time and Description of Labour.
22. That all prisoners sentenced to hard labour shall, unless prevented by sickness,

commence their labour at sunrise in the morning, and be allowed one half hour for break-
fast; they shall then recommence work, and terminate at sunset in the evening; one hour in
the interval, after breakfast, being allowed for dinner. No prisoner shall be put to hard
labour on Sunday, Christmas-day, Good Friday, the birthdays of the King and.Queen, or
on any days appointed by public authority for fasting or thanksgiving.

23. A list of tools and materials requisite for the working prisoners, with suggestions as
to the value of the labour most beneficial, shall be prepared by the keeper and submitted to
the board of superintendence or the visitors, for their inspection and approval, and the cost
thereof to be provided by the colony.

24, That the proceeds of the labour and industry, if sold, of each prisoner shall be to
the use of the gaol, under the direction of the board—male adults quarrying stone, working
on the roads, or other public works without the walls of the establishment; within the
walls, grinding corn, breaking stone and drawing water: female prisoners and juvenile
male convicts, within the walls of the establishment, picking oakum, cotton or the like,
grinding or shelling corn, washing, weeding and clearing up the prison-yards, needle-work,
platting and drawing water. The provost marshal from time to time to purchase materials
authorized by the board, for the purpose of keeping prisoners employed, in conformity to
the above regulations.

Medical Attendance.

25. The governor or officer administering the government shall appoint a fit and proper
person as surgeon to each of the prisons or workhouseswithin the colony.

26. Every such surgeon shall and is hereby required to visit every prison and workhouse
once at least in every day, and oftener, if necessary, and to see every prisoner confined
therein, whether criminal or debtor, and to report monthly to the board and visitors the
condition of the prison, and the state of the prisoners under his care; and he shall further
keep a journal, in which he shall enter the date of every attendance on the performance of
his duty, with any prescriptions which he may think fit to order, andany observations which
may occur to him in the execution thereof, and shall sign the same with his name; and such
journal shall be kept in the gaol, which journal shall be signed by the members of the board,
or by the visitor, at the stated monthly meeting; and to order any diet. — ;

27. The surgeon shall examine every prisoner who shall be brought into the prison or
wotkhouse before he or she should be passed into the proper ward ; and no prisoner shall
be discharged from prison or the workhouse, if labouring under any acute or dangerous
distemper, nor until, in the opinion of the surgeon, such discharge is safe, unless such
prisoner shall require to be discharged, or, if an apprenticed labourer, until notice has been
given to a special magistrate, or his sanction obtained for the discharge.

28. The surgeon shall provide a chest, containing the ordinary medicines and other
materials which are most commonly used, and as may be requisitefor the preservation of the
health of the prisoners : the key of the medicine chest to be deposited with the keeper.

521. Dietary,
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Enclosure 3 .
in (W.) , Dietary.

_—_ 29. Every prisoner maintained at the expense of the colony shall be allowed a sufficient
quantity of plain and wholesome food, to be regulated by the board or visitors, regard being
had (so far as may relate to convicted prisoners) to the nature of the labour required from
or performed by such prisoners, so that the allowance of food may be duly apportioned
thereto ; viz. to those performing hard labour, one quart of clean grits, or one pound anda half
ofbread, at the discretion of the provost marshal ; and an allowance of fish, not exceeding 2d.
to those prisoners employed without the’walls, to be discontinued in case of misbehaviour.
Women and convicts sentenced to imprisonment without hard labour to have one quart of
unground Indian corn, or one pound of bread; unconvicted prisoners to be allowed food to the
value of 1 s. per diem.
a 39. The diet of prisoners in solitary confinement to be three-fourths of a quart of corn
aily.
31. That prisoners under the care of the surgeon shall be allowed such diet as he may

direct.
32. That the keeper shall be authorized to advertise for tenders for supplying the prisoners

with provisions for not less than six months, with security for the due performance; the
lowest tender, if satisfactory, to be preferred and taken by the board or visitors; that care
be taken that all provisions be of proper quality and weight; and scales and legal weights
and measures shall be provided, open to the use of any prisoner, under such restrictions as
shall be made by the regulations of each prison or workhouse.

33. No prisoner who is confined under any sentence of court, nor any person confined in
pursuance of any conviction before a justice, shall receive any food, clothing or necessaries
other than the gaol allowance, except under such regulations and restrictions as to the board
or visitors may appear expedient, with reference to the several classes of prisoners, or under
special circumstances.

34. Every prisoner shall be provided with suitable bedding, and every male prisoner with
a separate bed, hammock or cot, either in a separate cell, or in a cell with not more than four
other male prisoners in the workhouse and six in the gaol.

35. Prisoners, whether confined for contempt or debt, or before trial, or for any supposed
crime or offence, shall be allowed to procure provisions for themselves at their own expense,
and to receive at proper hours any food, bedding, clothing or other necessaries, subject to
a strict examination, and under such limitation and restriction as may be reasonable and
expedient to prevent extravagance and luxury within the walls of a prison ; and which indul-
gence is to be withdrawn in case of abuse; all articles of clothing and bedding shall be
examined, in order that it may be ascertained that such articles are not likely to commu-
nicate infection or facilitate escape.

Distinguishing Dress.

36. That prisoners’ clothing or party-coloured dresses shall be provided for the different
classes of prisoners, and to be of such pattern and colour as may be deemed proper by the
board or visitors; that all prisoners sentenced to hard labour shall be compelled to wear
a party-coloured prison dress; but no prisoner before trial shall be compelled to wear a
prison dress unless his or her clothes be deemed insufficient or improper, or necessary to be
reserved for the purposes and ends of justice; but in all such cases the prison dress shall

Feplain.

Religious Instruction.

37. Divine service, by any chaplain appointed by the lieutenant-governor, shall be per-
formed at least every Sunday, or, in his unavoidable absence, the keeper or some other person
duly authorized by the governor; the chaplain or any person performing such service to
enter his name in a book to be kept in the gaol for that purpose: provided, however, that
nothing in this regulation shall prevent any religious teacher or other competent person
from administering religious instruction at any time to the prisoners, with the authority of
the governor.

38. All prisoners shall attend divine service on Sundays and on other days when service
is performed, unless prevented by sickness or by any other reasonable cause, to be allowed by
the keeper.

39. The general board of superintendence or visitors may, at their discretion, authorize
the employment of any prisoner for the purpose of instructing the prisoners.

Approved and confirmed.

(signed) W. M. G.. Colebrooke,

Government House, 3 September 1836.
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 Enclosure 9,

in (W.) Return of the Gaots and Houses or Correction, &c.—continued,
 

QUESTIONS. ANSWERS.

 

1. General description of the prison; whe-
ther common gaol, house of correction, or
otherwise? (To be accompanied by @ ground-
plan of the buildings, &c.)

2. Under whose jurisdiction and super-
intendence; and what measures are adopted
for securing the visitation of the prison by
the local magistrates or other authorities?
(A copy of the rules and regulations to be
forwarded with the return.)

8. Number of officers, and how appointed ?
Do all the officers reside in the prison? Are
female prisoners attended by female officers
exclusively ?

4. Number of classes, divisions or wards,
day-rooms, work-rooms and airing-yards
(with reference to plan); and whether the
same can be extended or increased?

5. Number of sleeping cells, solitary or
dark cells, &c.; and if any are below
ground?

6. Dietary or weekly allowance, and
weekly cost per head, for the different de-
scriptions of prisoners?

7. Allowance of clothing and bedding,
and cost per head?

8. Hours of labour and exercise?

9. Description of employment and hard
labour?

10. Amount of earnings, and how ap-
plied ; in what proportion to the prisoners,
to the officers, or to the fund for the main-
tenance of the prison?

11. Whether the classification directed by
the Colonial Act has been observed; if not,
for what reasons; and what measures have
been taken to remedy this defect ?

12, Are convicted prisoners prohibited
from receiving visits or letters, or any arti-
cles of food or clothing, from their relatives
or friends ; if not, under what restrictions?
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QUESTIONS,

 

13. Is there a chapel in the prison, or
suitable apartment for the performance of
religious services? How are the prisoners
separated therein?

14. What duties are performed by the
chaplain? What provision is made for the
instruction of the prisoners; and are they
supplied with Bibles and other suitable
books?

15. Aredissenting ministers allowed to
have access to the prisoners; and, if so, at
what times and under what restrictions?

16. What duties are performed by the
surgeon? Are separate buildings or apart-
ments provided for the sick ?

17. What diseases have been most pre-
valent during the year (in reference to co-
lumns 10 and 11,Heturn No. 1)?

18. Reasons for non-employment of pri-
soners (in reference to column 8)?

19. Reasons for punishments, by whip-
ping, irons, solitary confinement, or other-
wise?

20. Is there any insane person in confine-
ment? State his or her name and age, and
for what offence committed? How long has
he or she been in confinement; and is such
person separated from the other prisoners?

21. Are any, and what, fees demanded of
debtors, or o any other prisoners, either at
their admission to or discharge from the
gaol?

22. General observations.

ANSWERS,

eee
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JAMAICA.
—

No. 508.

Enclosure 1,
in No. 508.

30 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

JAMAICA.

— No. 508.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 9 April 1836.
I nave the honour to send to you herewith a letter and some other enclosures,

sent to me by Major Baines, the special justice of St. Thomas in the East,
Morant Point District, giving an account of his committal of certain women
belonging to Leith Hall to the house of correction at Morant Bay, and the
consequent death of one of them. I also enclose the minutes of the coroner’s
inquest, which appears to me to have been a most insufficient examination; and
that where it appeared that every person who was on the tread-mill had been
hurt, a little more trouble ought to have been taken to ascertain the reasons.
Some other circumstances having, however, come to my knowledge, to the
disadvantage of the system pursued in that establishment, [ have written to the
custos to request that a formal inquiry may be made by the magistrates of the
district. An inquest, which appears this day in the Watchman newspaper, fully
justifies the inquiry I have directed to be made.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 508.

Copy of a LETTER from Thomas J. Baines, Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Unity, 9 February 1836.
In making my report this week to your Excellency, I regret it is not so favourable as

I could wish.—Leith Hall (Mr. George Taylor attorney, Mr. Stuart overseer). The female
apprentices on the estate have evinced a very bad and determined feeling; on the 13th and
14th July 1835 the same existed, and I placed 15 women in a penal gang; from which
period till the 4th instant, I have had little or no trouble; indeed, I may say, fewer com-
plaints on either side than on any other estate. I visited the property on the 3d instant,
went through the works, spoke to the people, and had not a single complaint made to me.
On my return from Lyssons on the next day, 4th, I met a messenger from Mr. Stuart,
requiring my presence. Catherine Stanford and Diana Clarke were brought before me,
for informing the overseer that they would not continue any longer to work on so poor an
estate; and upon my remonstrating with them, and pointing out the kindness of the attorney
in giving all the allowances, &c., nine other women came forward, and stated in the most
violent manner that they would not cut another cane; that they would die on the tread-mill
first. I informed them, that the attorney, Mr. George Taylor, would be there in the morning;
that I should send five of the worst to the tread-mill for 10 days, and that I should place
the remainder in confinement, and that I hoped in the morning they would be better disposed;
they all insisted upon going to the tread-mill, but I determined that they should not; I, with
a great deal of difficulty, separated the five, sent them off to Morant Bay, also a requisition
for a detachment of police; the remaining seven were placed in confinement. Captain
Brown, of the Ellen, and Captain Leutch, a planter from Manchioneal, were present, and
assured me they had never seen any thing so determinedly bad in the island. Not feeling
comfortable from the state of things upon the property, I again returned to the estate after
Ihad dined; and, previous to my going up to the overseer’s house, where I intended sleeping,
I rode round the works, and the first thing I observed was some trash on fire, on a large
heap of wet trash that had been made in the day, and not removed from the stoke-hole.
I had it extinguished as soon as possible, but I must say it was not done so readily as it
ought to have been. On instituting an inquiry into the cause, the head boiler-man admitted
that he had done it accidentally when lighting the lamp, and, being on wet trash, that it
could not do any harm; however, I strongly blamed his carelessness, as the wind might
have carried it away to the dry trash; but, as I found that I could gain no more light upon
the point, I considered it better to let it pass as an act of inadvertency, lest it might cause
a sensation on the other estates, which might be attended with injury. On the police
coming at near twelve o’clock, I placed them on the property, and, upon Mr. Taylor’s arrival,
I had the remaining seven delinquents brought before me; the same obstinate determination
neither to complain or to work existed ; I ordered the police to take them to the cane-piece
to work, but the serjeant came back, and reported that they all sat down, and‘did so in
defiance of any entreaty or remonstrance of his. I felt the hardship of sending so many
able hands from the estate, by no means strong, but finding that nothing else was left for me
but sending them to the tread-mill (in which Mr. G.Taylor fully agreed), I made out their
committal for ten days. Iam happy to say, not one of the men, or any other individual,

seemed
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seemed to take any part in this shameful business, and they have been working quite to the
satisfaction of the overseer. On Sunday, 7th, I received the accompanying letters, and sent
off a messenger to Dr. Cooke, stating that the first thing in the morning I would leave for the
Bay; arrived there about ten o’clock, and proceeded with Dr. Cooke to the house of
correction. Had Mr. Thompson and Mr. Ewart been there, I should have requested their
attendance. ‘ihe inquest had taken place on Sunday, anda verdict returned, “‘ That Louisa
Beveridge, an apprentice to Leith Hall, had come by her death from apoplexy, while under-
going her punishment on the tread-mill.” I inquired particularly into the mode that these
unfortunate delinquents were tied on the wheel, and found it wasby cords round their arms;
I do not certainly think it a proper plan, as the circulation may, by their determined
resistance, be diverted into another channel, which in this and other instances has proved
fatal. The doctor agreed with my view of the case, and Mr. Thompson has left for Kingston
to see the plan adopted there. I sent for these unfortunate women, and found that they
had so injured themselves from hanging by the rail by the cords, that they were not in
a state to continue their punishment; they seemed to have lost all their former insolent
determination, and expressed themselves sorry for their conduct. I would have released
them altogether, but was fearful of the effect it might have upon the estates in this district
if such resistance to the laws could be looked over, upon the apprentices, in defiance of law,
injuring themselves; I therefore ordered the remainder of their time to be solitary confine-
ment, whichI trust will be of service to them, and give them the advantage of daily attendance
from the medical gentlemen attached to the establishment, to get cured of the wounds upon
their hands that the cords had made. Two of them, Letitia Gordon and Nancy Palmer,
I found, had behaved very well indeed; from the time they entered the house of correction
had never required coercion in any way, and expressed themselves contrite. I, therefore,
to make a distinction, and I hope an impression, have pardoned them ; and, J am happy to
say, the first thing they did on returning to LeithHall was to express their regret to the
overseer. I was compelled, from bodily fatigue to myself and horses, to remain at the Ba
all night, and, on my way home, visited Leith Hall, and found every thing going on well.
These are circumstances, my Lord, in a population of this nature, that must now and then
occur, without being able to find out a cause, but the effect, if not repressed, might be
attended with much injury. I have never seen any thing but kindness on the part of the
overseer, and Mr. George Taylor states the same; they have received all the old allowances,
worked cheerfully under the same agreement that all the estates to the Bay agreed to for
upwards of six weeks. I trust, my Lord, I shall have a more agreeable report to make next
week, The other properties are doing well, and Peru much better; that estate made more
sugar during the time the eight women were on the tread-mill than during the time previously.
I am sorry to trouble your lordship with so long a statement, but, considering it my duty,
hope to be excused.

I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas J. Baines, Special Justice.

Had the honour of receiving, on 26th July 1835, his Excellency’s approbation on the
steps I took at Leith Hall on 13th,and 14th July 1835. TULB

 

Cory of a LETTER from William Gibson, Esq. Supervisor, to Major J. Baines,
Special Justice.

Snr, Morant Bay, House of Correction, 6 February 1836.
Dr. Cooke, on visiting the house of correction, desired that the following report be

made to you, and begs to state that he will feel obliged by your meeting him here at as
early a period as possible, you stating the day and hour.

“ Report.—Catherine Stanford, Christian Gordon, Diana Clarke, Elizabeth Dennis,
Eleanor Speckleford, Louisa Dick and Gracy James, all apprentices to Leith Hall
Estate.

These women above-named are in perfect health, but evince such a determination to
injure themselves on the tread-mill, that I consider it necessary that the committing magi
trate should see them at work, and participate with me in the responsibility of continuing
their punishment.

(signed) Andrew Cooke.

I remain, &c.

(signed) William Gibson, Supervisor.

P. S.—The woman named Louisa Beveridge died on the tread-mill this morning. G

 

Cory of a LETTER from Andrew Cooke, Esq. to Major J. Baines, Special Justice.

My dear Major, Shady Spring, Saturday, 6 February 1836.
On visiting the house of correction this forenoon,I found that one of the women who

were sent in yesterday from Leith Hall had died. It appears that she, as well as others
521, - sen
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sent in by you from that place, refused to step the wheel, and was in consequence tied by
the arms to the hand-rail. :
I saw the woman yesterday in perfect health; I am now going to dissect the body, and

will attend the inquest to-morrow.
The other women I have directed to have their punishment discontinued, and my remarks

in the sick-book have been forwarded to you, with a request that you would, at as early a
day as convenient, visit the house of correction, where I will meet you; let me now repeat
this request, for although I cannot see how any blame can attach to any quarter, except to
the unfortunate woman herself, yet it is proper and necessary that we take all the pains in
our power to discover the real cause of such a lamentable accident, and, if possible, to pre-
vent a recurrence of such.

Yours, &c.
Andrew Cooke.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 508.

Cory of a LETTER from Hugh Paterson, Esq., to W. G. Nunes, Esq.

Sir, Morant Bay, 6 April 1836.
His honor the custos has requested me to send you the proceedings of an inquest held

on Louisa Beveridge, in February last, for the information of his Excellency the Governor;
I now enclose a statement of the proceedings as well as the inquisition, embodying the
verdict of the jury.

I have, &e.
(signed) © Hugh Paterson.

 

Sunday, 7 February.
George Knighton sworn.—Is overseer of the tread-mill ; Louisa Beveridge was sent into the

workhouse on Thursday, with four others belonging to Leith Hall, by Major Baines, to be
worked two days onthe tread-mill; that they were all very violent, and some refused to
work ; that they were tied on to the mill, among whom was Louisa; that they continued to
tie them all Friday and till Saturday morning, about ten o’clock, when she died.

Dr. Cooke sworn.—Deposes that he visited the workhouse yesterday, and found a woman
had died on the tread-mill ; that he opened the body and dissected the head, where he found
a determination of blood, occasioned by excitement and irritation, which brought on apoplexy
and caused her death.
 

Jamaica ss.
St. Thomas in the East and St. David’s.
Aw inquisition taken for our Sovereign Lord the King, at the house of correction of

MorantBay, on Sunday, 7th day of February 1836, before Hugh Paterson, Esquire, one
of His Majesty’s justices of the peace for the parish and precinct aforesaid, in the absence
of John Drysdale, Esquire, coroner, on view of the body of a negro woman named Louisa
Beveridge, then and there lying dead, upon the oaths of John Martin, Andrew Mitchel,
Richard Harris, Richard Blakely, James Forsyth, John Grant, John Crump, Thomas Milne,
William Nairne, R. G. Marshall, David Roach and James Farrel, twelve good and lawful
men duly sworn, to inquire how or in what manner the said negro woman named Louisa
Beveridge came by her death; the said jurors do upon their oaths say, that the said negro
woman named Louisa Beveridge came by her death by dying of apoplexy, whilst undergoin
the punishment on tread-mill, and not otherwise. In witness whereof the said jurors, as wel.
as the said justice, have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year above written.

 

John Martin, Foreman. (L.8.) John Crump. (u.8.)
Andrew Mitchel. (L.8.) Thomas Milne. (1.8.)
Richard Harris. (L.8.) William Nairne. (.8.)

Hugh Paterson. (u.s.) Richard Blakely. (1.8.) R. G. Marshall. (1.s.)
James Forsyth. (L.8.) David Roach, (1.8.)
John Grant. (L.8.) James Farrel. (4.8.)

—No. 509.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 11 June 1836.
I Have to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 9th

April last, enclosing a letter and its enclosures from Major Baines, the special
magistrate at St. Thomas in the East, giving an account of the committal of
some female apprentices to the house of correction at Morant Bay, and ofthe death
of one of them, after having been tied upon the tread-mill.

I am glad to find that your lordship has, with your usual promptitude, directed
afurther inquiry into this case, which appears to me to have most urgently called

for
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for such an additional investigation. I trust that the proposed inquiry will em-
brace, not merely the particular case of Louisa Beveridge, the woman who died,
but the general system of management in the Morant Bay workhouse, where it
appears, from the testimony afforded at the inquest, that the women who refused
to work in the tread-mill were fastened to it by ligatures round the arms for twenty-.
four successive hours, in such a manner as to endanger the lives of all, and
actually to occasion the death of one of them. I have to request that your Lord-
ship will transmit to me, at as early a period as possible, the result of the pro-
posed inquiry. -

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
 

—No. 510. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago dela Vega,
My Lord, 9 April 1836.

I wave the honour to enclose you herewith a copy of a report made to me by
Major Baines, the special justice of Morant Point District, in St. Thomas in the
East, detailing the particulars of an act of gross cruelty and oppression committed
by an overseer of the name of Loughlin. I also enclose you a copy of some
notes taken by Mr. Lyon, at the trial at the Morant quarter sessions held this
last week. Your Lordship will be as gratified, no doubt, as I am, to see the view
taken by the magistrates on that occasion, and the just punishment they have
inflicted. Their faith in their ultimate impunity has caused the commission of
most of these offences by the overseers, but this decision of the court of quarter
sessions, the greater part of the magistrates who sat at it being of their own class,
or, at all events, residents in the parish, will have a better effect than all the fines
which the special justices could inflict, and will, I am confident, be advan-
tageously felt all over the island. Though I cannot doubt but that cruelties,
whenever discovered in Jamaica in former times, were punished, I cannot but con-
trast this decision with that last year, in the case of Mr. Mouchett, in St. James’s
parish, for a very much more cruel offence, to the great credit of the inhabitants
of St. Thomas in the East. The inference I draw is, that a very improved spirit
and feeling now exists in this island.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sliga.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 510.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas J. Baines, Esq. Special Justice, to hisExcellency
the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, ' Retreat, St. Thomas in the East, 29 March 1836.
_In making my brief report this week, it is my painful duty to state to your Lordship a

circumstance which, if proved, is so revolting to human nature and degradingto the feelings
of man, that, not having been contemplated by the framers of our laws, perhaps may hot
meet with an adequate punishment.
A complaint has been made to me by an apprentice, a cattleman belonging to Cardiff

estate, against Mr. Jockin, the overseer of that property, as follows :—Two steers died, the
one on the Friday, the other on the Sunday following. On Saturday the complainant,
agreeable to orders, cut up and burnt the one that died on the previous day, and being
calied upon to perform the same unpleasant duty on Monday, refused to do so, stating, that
having burnt the one on Saturday, he thought some other person should do so: he was placed
m confinement for this disobedience, but no intimation given to me of the circumstance.
On the Tuesday the overseer ordered the constable to release the complainant, and take
him to the pen, and if he did not cut up and burn the steer, the constable should do so;
the complainant and constable, on arriving at the pen, found the carcase so offensive,
decomposition having taken place, the vermin and John-crows having also devoured a part,
that the complainant again, for that reason, refused; they both then returned to the
overseer, who took a cord, which he gave to the constable, with orders, if he again refused,
to tie the complainant to the carcase ; he did refuse, and was tied to the horns of the steer:

"& book-keepér was looking on seeing this brutal act performed. In this state he was left;
the book-keeper to go about his other business, the constable to report to his employer that
he had executed his orders, and to know what was next to be done; he was ordered to
release him, and conjointly to burn the carcase, which they did by placing faggots over it,
without cutting it up. The complainant states that he was left in that state for an hour and
ahalf. The time might have appeared long to him. Upon receiving this statement,my
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feelings were excited beyond what I have power to express, and I felt assured, by acting as a
special justice under the 49th clause, 1 could not mark the crime by a paltry fine of 51.
I wished it to go to the highest court, and determined that a jury should decide, and if
proved, that he might get that meed of punishment such an act deserved; on the other
and, if innocent, that he might have an opportunity of proving it thus publicly in the face

of the country, and showing that no man calling himself an Englishman could be guilty of
such an act; I also hope this may be the case for the sake of human nature. 1 am happy
to have the power of stating that two opinions hardly exist as to the detestation of the crime,
which never was known even in the worst times of slavery. In conjunction with Mr. Thomp-
son, of Morant Bay, we, as local magistrates, took the deposition of the complainant, the
constable and book-keeper; the two first proved the order being given, as also the rope by
Mr. Jockin; the latter the execution of that order; but the book-keeper states that the carcase
was not offensive to him, although a hole had been eaten in it, and vermin were crowding about
it; but from the time the steer had died, from the disease and its exposure, it must have been
offensive. I stated, my Lord, that I wished it to have gone to the assize court at Kingston, but
my brother magistrate differing, it was referred to the clerk of the peace, Mr. Harris, and I
have the honour of enclosing the letters upon the subject. Mr. Jockin is now bound over to
take his trial at the quarter sessions the first Tuesday in next month (April), and sincerely do
I hope he may be able to disprove such a charge. Feeling that I should not have performed
my duty to the public by acting as a special magistrate under such circumstances, with power
of punishment only extending to 51., and also feeling that such a court was not sufficiently
open for so grave a charge, I have resisted every application on that head, and, if honoured
with your Lordship’s sanction for my conduct on that point, I shall feel perfectly satisfied.
As the depositions, of course, are ex parte, in charity we must suppose Mr. Jockin innocent

till he should be proved otherwise. I have taken nonotice of this circumstance in my general
report, and have taken the liberty of addressing this privately to your Lordship, thus
leaving it to your Excellency’s better judgment to do what you may consider will best aid
the cause of justice.

[have, &c.
(signed) § Thomas J. Baines, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 510.

Quarter Sessions, 5 April 1836.

Wm. Taggart, an Apprentice to Cardiff Estate, v. Loghlin, Overseer, Cardiff.
Assault and False Imprisonment.

 

Wm. Taggart sworn.—Busha sent constable to put him in dark hole on Monday; let
me out on Tuesday morning, and told constable to tell me to burn cow; the cow stunk ; got
some bush, and covered cow; busha told me to cut up cow; I said I could not do it; then
constable took me to busha; he said I must burn it, and if I did not, constable was to tie
me to the cow. Book-keeper was present when constable asked what he was to do;
book-keeper said, obey busha’s orders. Constable then tied me to the cow; busha gave
constable sash-cord to tie me to cow; flies blew upon me; constable came with fire; he
then loosed me, and burnt the cow; at night, constable put me in dark hole; in themorning
was sent to field; was in dark hole four nights; cow died on Sunday; was tied to him on
Tuesday morning; busha told constable to tie him to the horns; the cow died from disease;
was quite spoilt when tied to it; vermin was upon it; carrion had been eating cow; was tied
about an hour and a half to the cow; the attorney, Mr. Blakely, was on the property at the
time ; had no orders on Sunday to burn cow; book-keeper’s horse was missing on Sunday
evening, and he said I must find it; I wentto look for it, and brought it in on Monday; in the
afternoon, constable came and put me in dark hole; was not ordered on Sunday to burn
steer; was not told to do so until Tuesday.

David Richards, constable, sworn.—A steer died on Cardiffestate on Sunday ; on Tuesday,
busha told me to take Taggart to burn the steer, and gave me some sash-cord to tie him, if
he did noi do it, on the cow; busha said, if I did not make Taggart do it, he would make me
do it myself; the cow was very offensive. When Taggart said he would not burn the cow,
I asked book-keeper what I should do; he said, tie him, to be sure. I asked if I was to tie
him to cow; he said, yes, obey busha’s orders. Busha told me I was to tie him to the cow’s
nose; Itied him to the horns; his hands were tied behind him. Book-keeper told me to
cut the ends of the cord, that no one might let him loose. We came away, and left him
alone, tied to the cow. I came to busha, and told him; he said, I must go back and loose
him ; I was away about an hour and a half. Taggart did not refuse to burn the cow when
I took him there on Tuesday, but book-keeper said he was to cut it up into mince-meat; he
said he could not do that, because it stunk. The steer had a hole in the fore-leg, and was
very offensive ; it was full of vermin. I was told to put Taggart in the cell on Tuesday.
Andrew Mayne, book-keeper, sworn.—The steer died on Sunday afternoon ; I told Taggart

he would have to burn him on Monday; he told me that he had burned one yesterday, and
that he would not do so again. On Monday was ordered to make him do it. Went to the
pasture where the cattle were ; could not find him; reported it to the overseer; did not know
where he was. On Sunday night I said my horse was out, and that he must look for him;
he came in the cattle-pen on Monday night with the horse. I did not tell the overseer; he
was sent to look for the horse. I saw.the steer on Sunday and Monday ; it did notsmell ;

went
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I went close to it. I saw some crows about the steer; I saw a hole in it, a small one, not
quite the size of the crown of a hat; when I first saw it, it was my impression that it was
cut out ; there were vermin in it; was present when Taggart was tied to the steer; do not
know by whose orders; constable and Taggart were bot standing up; I asked Taggart if
he was going to cut up the cow; he said he would not; I told the constable to do what the
overseer ordered him; I went away after he was tied ; I do not know how long he was tied;
I went to the works. I do not recollect the words Taggart used when he said he would not
burn the steer ; the meaning was, it was too offensive. He was put into the cell on Monday
night, on Tuesday night, and at shell-blow on Wednesday.

In Defence.

George Kinghorn, head driver, sworn.—The steer died on Sunday, about three o’clock.
Busha gave me orders, on Sunday morning, to have the cow burnt when he was dead; he
was driving at that time. I saw Taggart on Sunday night; he said he had orders already ;
he was sent in dark hole on Monday night.

Mr. Blakely, the attorney.—Spoke to character; said the overseer had been eight or nine
years on estate; had not heard of any inhuman act committed by him till the present; do
not think he would commit such an act.

Dr. Bell—Is medical attendant on Cardiff. Mr. Loghlin is far from being inhuman;
he has always been kind to the sick, giving them whatever I ordered.

Verdict—Guilty, and strongly recommended to mercy.
Sentence—-To be imprisoned in the county gaol three months, and to pay a fine of 1001,

and be imprisoned until such fine be paid.
Special Justice Lyon, soon after August 1834, fined this overseer for laying down one of the

house girls, and flogging her; and Special Justice Blake, I believe, fined him twice.
(signed) EL BUL.

 

—No. 511.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing-street, 12 June 1836.

I nave received your Lordship’s despatch of the 9th of April last, enclosing a
copy of a report from Major Baines, the special magistrate, detailing the parti-
culars of an act of gross cruelty and oppression committed by an overseer of the
Morant Bay district.

I have attentively perused this document, and I entirely concur in the satis-
faction which has been experienced by your Lordship at the contrast which is
exhibited by the trial and conviction of this person to the former case to which
you have referred, and at the determination which I trust it evinces, on the part
of the magistracy of Jamaica, to visit with adequate punishment cruelty inflicted
upon the apprenticed labourers by their employers. I anticipate the most salu-
tary results from such a proof of the improved state of public feeling on the
subject.

In the evidence in this case which you have transmitted, I remark that the
overseer had, for four successive nights, committed the apprenticed labourer,
William Taggart, to solitary confinement on the estate, without the previous
authority or subsequent sanction of the special justice. The magistrates
throughout the island cannot be too strongly admonished to exercise the greatest
vigilance in the prevention or punishment of a practice of this nature, which
would virtually re-establish the power of inflicting a summary and indefinite
punishment, at the will of the employer.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 512.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Gilenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 15 May 1836.
I wave the honour to state, in reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the

7th March, wherein you call my particular attention to a letter of Mr. Marlton’s
of the 22d of December 1835, relative to the habit of working publicly in chains
females sentenced to a few days’ punishment for a trivial absence or minor
offences, that I have addressed to all the special justices and custodes the cir-
culars enclosed ; I have therein made no particular distinction as to the sexes,
as the above prevails nearly as much with regard to males as females, of
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adding, at the pleasure of the supervisor, and under the plea of any bye-law
of the institution, to the sentence of the special justice; the evil as to the
females will be obviated, I trust, by this expedient; if not, I will make more
articular allusion to that sex; in the mean time, I hope that by these letters
shall, in_a great degree, effect the humane purpose of your Lordship’s

despatch. I cannot, however, say that I anticipate an universal attention to
that request; I do not think that any desire exists among the magistracy of this
colony at all to alleviate the condition of those of their apprentices who are suf-
fering punishment; frequent entreaties are made to the magistrates to apply cor-
poral punishment instead of any kind of confinement, and though I have used
my utmost exertion to substitute other punishments for that most degrading,
corporal pain, and hope to be able, if it shall be my destiny to remain here, pre-
siding over the administration of the laws, for a short time longer, to abolish it
entirely, I am bound to say, that simple confinement is not at all the same
punishment to a negro that it is to an inhabitant of a colder climate; they do
not feel so acutely the deprivation of society ; even solitary confinement is here
a very inferior mode of punishment; and confinement in the workhouses, unless
accompanied by diminution of food or hard labour, possesses no horrors for them.
In some of the workhouses they have no means of giving them hard labour; at
all events it is much more profitable to the parish to employ them jobbing for
hire on the different estates around ; I therefore anticipate some opposition, but
will endeavour to effect your Lordship’s purpose by enforcing a strict obedience
to the sentences of the special justices, and by recommending to them to be
cautious in their sentences on females.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 512.

Copy of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq. Secretary, to the Special Justices.
(No. 2,963.)

Sir, The King’s House, 10 May 1836.
Tux attention of his Excellency the Governor has often been engaged in attempting to

devise a proper mode of classification of prisoners committed in the gaols or houses of cor-
rection; and he has recently received a communication from the Secretary of State on the
subject.

In many instances he believes that, when the sentence is simply committed for a certain
time, hard labour, either on the tread-mill or out of the institution, is added by the super-
visor. It becomes necessary that you should in your sentence define, as clearly as possible,
the punishment you intend the parties to undergo. Labour out of the institution is fre-
quently objectionable, for this reason, that it is customary for the parties to be chained; it
may happen that, from the smallness of the number, a person, for the minor offence of having
absented himself from his master’s work, may be chained to @ convict under sentence for
life for some very serious crime. Hard labour on the tread-wheel may therefore be a better
sentence. Breaking stones for the roads, which may be done within the walls, would also
be a wholesome species of labour.

Having, however, directed the most scrupulous definition of the punishment you intend,
ou will take care that it be not exceeded or deviated from in any particular, and of course

it will be your duty to report any abuse you may detect to his Excellencythe Governor.
oO ave, &c. -,

(signed) W. G. Nunes, Secy.

 

Copy of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq. Secretary, to the Custos or Senior
Magistrate.

Sir, The King’s House, 11 May 1836.
His Excellency the Governor thinks it proper to put you in possession of a communica-

tion made to the several special magistrates, that you may be aware of his sentiments on
the subject, and to request that you will give orders to the supervisor of the house of cor-
rection in your parish to abide strictly by the sentence which any special magistrate may
award in the commitment of prisoners to that institution.
He desires me to observe that no bye-law of any institution can justify the supervisor in

giving any sort of punishment to any culprit not convicted of an offence, or in exceedin by
a single point the sentence of the special justice, as this being would nullify the Abolition
Act, and as such is not justified in the Gaol Act.

I have, &c.
(signed) W. G. Nunes, Secy.

 

Enclosure
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Enclosure 2, in No. 512. FAMAICA.
Corrzsponpence referred to in the foregoing Despatch. - nee2

; (A.)-
Cory of a LETTER from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg...

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 3 January 1836.Havina received the letter, of which a copy is sent enclosed, from Mr. Marlton, thespecial justice for the north-west division of St. Mt ’s parish, I causeda circular to be sent
to the different custodes,calling their attention to the necessity of a better classification of
the prisoners; I fear, however, from what I know personall of the houses of correction in
this island, that a proper classification, even of males and emales, will be very difficult to
be accomplished : a copy of that circular I have the honour to enclose, and hope it will meet
with your approbation. |

y P I have, &e, ee
(signed) Sligo.

Copy of a LETTER from Wm. Marlton, Esq. Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 22 Dec. 1835,I consiper it my duty to make the following re resentation, with the hope that it ma:be in your Excellency’s power to approve my view of the case, and to apply a remedy for

the evil. .
An Act was passed in July 1884, called “ An Act for making further provision for the build-ing,repaiting and regulating of Gaols,&c. &c.” In the third clause of that Act are enumeratedcertain rules and regulations, as far as they can be applied. The sixth rule provides for theclassification of prisoners in houses of correction; I consider, my Lord, this rule should bestrictly enforced; to say the least, it should be attempted. In St. Mary’s house of correc-

tion no such thing is done: convicts for life, runaways, thieves, men and women sentencedto hard labour for neglect of duty, insolence, &e., are all herded together under the name ofbeing in the penal gang. Surely, my Lord, a female sentenced to seven days’ hard labourin the house of correction, one hour daily on the tread-mill, should not have a chain andcollar put on her neck, and turned into'a gang to dig cane-holes with convicts. It iscustomary to chain all persons who are sent to the house of correction, whatever the causeinay be, as under sentence or for security. My object is to make the apprenticeship systema remedial measure and one of instruction, which, in my opinion, is best attained by showingthe apprentices the value of good conduct, only to be forced on their attention by theclassi-fication of punishment for misconduct. I cannot conceive that the original Abolition Actcontemplated apprentices being placed in chains with the worst characters, for the offenceof impertinence to a manager; but your Lordship is aware that the special justice has often
no alternative, there being no place of confinement on many estates. The period ofapprenticeship, which is one of preparation for absolute freedom, will be of no value to eitherparty if allowed to pass without entirely departing from the old system. Punishment maysufficiently severe without adhering ‘to old views; and truly, my Lord, as far as I canjudge, not any attempt has been made to accommodate the new law to the discipline ofSt. Mary’s house of correction. Should your Lordship consider this representation worthnotice, ishall feel gratified by its receiving your Lerdsh ip’sconsideration.

ave, &c.
(signed) Wm. Marlton, Special Justice.

 

Cory of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq. to the Custos or Senior Magistrate.
Sir, King’s House, 1 January 1836.His Excellency the Governor is apprehensive, in consequence of some circumstanceswhich have been communicated to him, that the sixth regulation of the third clause of theAct passed in July 1834, regarding gaols, houses of correction, &ec., may, through inad-vertence, have not been sufficiently attended to; I annex, by his desire, the copy of thatportion to which his Excellencyalludes, and he requests that you will direct the supervisormm_your parish to pay particular attention to the classification ‘laid down, according to theoffences for which the prisoners may be committed to that institution. ~

I have, &c.
(signed) W. G. Nunes.

 

Exrract, directing that the Prisoners or Inmates of the following classes do not
intermix with each other.

Ix houses of correction: first, prisoners convicted of felony; second, prisoners convictedof misdemeanors; third, prisoners committed on charge or suspicion of felony ; fourth,prisoners committed on charge or suspicion of misdemeanors; fifth, vagrants. Such persons38 are intended to be examined as witnesses on behalf of the Crown in any prosecution shallalso be kept separate in all gaols and houses of correction.
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(B.)
Cory of a LETTER from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 7 March 1836.
I wave had the honour to receive yor Lordship’s despatch of the 3d January last,

enclosing the circular letter of the Ist of that month, which you addressed to the custodes
of the several parishes of Jamaica, on the subject of the enforcement of the law of that island
of July 1834, bor the classification of prisoners in houses of correction.

- IT entirely approve that circular; but at the same time I must think that, of the abuses to
which, in hisletter of the 22d December, Mr. Marlton called your Lordship’s attention, some
more distinct und urgent notice is absolutely necessary. The practice of publicly working
in chains, amongst convicts of both sexes, and of the most debased characters, females
committed for afew days for no offence more serious than that of some neglect of plantation
discipline, is an abuse in the real existence of which I am unwilling to believe on any light
authority; and as your Lordship does not directly confirm this statement, I trust that you
have reasons for discrediting it. If, however, such practices should really prevail, and should
be found to admit of no other prevention or remedy, I think that the occasion would justify
a prompt exercise of his Majesty’s prerogative of pardon, in order to rescue any female
from sufferings so disproportioned to the magnitude of the offence, and so injurious to the
character of those by whom they are endured.

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 513. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Gilenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 30 July 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of

the 15th May, enclosing copies of circulars which you have addressed to the
special justices and custodes in Jamaica, in compliance with the instructions
conveyed to your Lordship in my despatch of the 7th March, and I have to acquaint
you, in reply, that these letters meet with my approval. th p

ave, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 514.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 18 May 1836.
Havine had it intimated to me that an unusual number of deaths had occurred

in Morant Bay workhouse, I requested the custos of the parish to direct an
inquiry to be made as to the causes of them. The enclosed does not, in my
opinion, afford any satisfactory information on the subject. It is my intention,
‘therefore, to call for the inquests, and if they do not throw some light on the
subject, to devise some other means; the result, if any, I will take care to com-
municate to your Lordship; in the mean time I would be obliged by your Lord-
ship’s suggestions as to what steps can be taken properly when individuals,
sentenced to the tread-mill, refuse to submit to the punishment; they have
latterly been fastened by straps to the hand-rail, but many throw themselves off,
and, hanging by their wrists, get seriously injured by the revolving wheel; one
female, I fear, died of the consequences before the mill could be stopped. This
mode of punishmenf is most efficacious with the negroes, and most people are
now afraid touse it ; Iam, therefore, desirous of receiving your Lordship’s instruc-
tions as to what steps it is considered that the supervisors can properly take to
enforce these sentences.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sho.
 

Enclosure
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Enclosure 1, in No. 514.

RETURN of Inquests taken at the Hovuss of Correcriox for St. Thomas in the East,
between the Ist day of January 1835, and the 7th day of February 1836,
 

 

N: N;
DATE. of theDeceased. by whom taken VERDICT.

1835:

April - 4| Thomas Gale Mo-|Coroner,John Drysdale| Visitation of God.
rant.

July - 1] David Grant- - ditto - ditto -!- - ditto.
August 13|George Williams - ditto - ditto -{|- - ditto.
Sept. - 8 | Peter Henry-  - ditto - ditto -|- - ditto.
Oct. - 14] Alick Williams - ditto - ditto -|- ~- ditto.
- ~| Robert Hinchel- ditto - ditto -|--In consequence of his leg

wood. coming in contact with the ma-
. chinery of the tread-mill.

Dec. - 14| David Clarke - ditto - ditto -1 Visitation of God.

1836:

Jan. - 10| Edward Gregory - ditto - ditto -{--Came to his death by his
struggles on the tread-mill, which
was accelerated thereby. He was
reviously diseased.

Jan. - 31| Catherine Brough-| Magistrate, Thomas Visitation of God.
ton. Thompson.

Feb. - 2 Francis Whittle ~- | Coroner,JohnDrysdale| - - ditto.
Feb. - 7| Louisa Beveridge - | Magistrate, Hugh Pa-| --These proceedings being be-

terson. forehis Excellency the Governor,
I have no means of returning the
verdict.    

Taken from the Coroner’s returns to the office.

(signed) George Harris, Clerk of the Peace.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 514.

Sir, Golden Grove, Port Morant, 10 May 1836.
I wAvE now the honour to enclose, for the information of the Governor, the examinations

taken by the magistrates at the investigation which I ordered to be made at the house of
correction on Monday last, and I hope they will be satisfactory to hisExcellency.
As I had postponed the investigation on account of Dr. Cooke’s absence, I enclose the

letter, which accounts for his not being able to attend, although he would not have been
able to get over Morant River, even if he had not been called away from the parish.

I also enclose Mr. Thompson’s letter, as he was the magistrate who presided at the
investigation.

I have, &e, XC
(signed) Thomas M‘Cormack, Custos.

 

JAMAICA ss.—St. Thomas in the East.

AT a meeting of the justices, convened this day, by order of his honor the custos, at
the house of correction of this parish, to inquire into the state of that institution, and
the cause of the deaths that have recently occurred thereat :—

Present,
Thomas Thompson, Esq. John Renwick, Esq.
Dominick Loague, Esq. Thomas Joseph Baines, Esq.

William Gibson, supervisor, sworn; states, That the medical gentleman’s attendance at
the institution is daily, generally, and oftener, if required. The persons confined in the
house of correction have medicines and every nourishment that is ordered. Whenever
persons on the mill complain, they are taken off, until the doctor sees them ‘and reports;
with respect to food, the prisoners are regularly given the full allowance, according to the
rules and regulations of the institution. No punishments are permitted, and are never in-
flicted, but by the order of the special justices. Clothing is always amply supplied whenever
required and applied for. Recollects Louisa Beveridge coming into the house of correc-
tion; she was very violent and obstinate ; he never before saw any person so violent; she
positively refused to sukmit to the punishment. He has been supervisor since March 18845
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that no collars have been riveted since he has been supervisor; those who have riveted
collars on are Joseph Allen, William Bryan, Joannah Law, Sam Geohegan and Richard
Cross. It has always been customary, when convicts are sentenced to the house of cor-
rection for life, to rivet the collars put on their necks, they being generally riotous and
very violent characters. Theabove-named persons were so sentenced, with the exception
of Richard Cross, who was sentenced to be transported for life. The reason of suchpersons
having riveted collars put on them is to prevent them from taking them off, as has been
known to be done, and to mark them as such characters. That no deaths have ever
occurred on the tread-mill but those occasioned by the violence and obstinacy of theparties
themselves.

(signed) W* Gibson.
George Knighton, superintendent of the tread-mill, and dispenser of medicines, sworn;

states, That the medical gentleman attends daily at the house of correction. He is well
furnished with medicines, and whatever medicines are ordered by the doctor for the people
are given. He fully corroborates the evidence of the last witness in every respect; he has
witnessed the violence and obstinacy of persons on the tread-mill, who pretend sickness, and
positively refuse to go on the mill. “ Louisa Beveridge, although very well able, was most
violent, and would not submit to her punishment; she would climb up the mill to the top,
and throw herself off. There has been a determined resistance to underso the punishment
on the tread-mill generally;but more particularly by the people of Leith Hall and Arcadia;
that the conduct of the woman, Louisa Beveridge, was the most outrageous he ever wit-
nessed ; he knows that these people were seen by the doctor, and by him pronounced as
quite able to undergo the punishment on the tread-mill; that leather straps are in use to
strap obstinate people on the mill when necessary.

(signed) Geo. Knighton.
Elizabeth Davies, matron, sworn; states, That the doctor attends at the house of cor-

rection daily; in general saw the women that came in from Arcadia, but she had nothing
to do with them; always provides for invalids whatever nourishment is ordered by the
doctor. No punishment is inflicted on the women but such as is ordered by the special
magistrates. (signed) Elizabeth Davies, her p4 mark.

William Gibson recalled; further states, That after the great number of convicts that
were pardoned by Lord Mulgrave and his Excellency the present Governor, those that
remain in the house of correction are of the worst and most dangerous and desperate
characters.

(signed) § William Gibson.

 

Copy of a LETTER from A. Cooke,Esq.

My dear Sir, Shady Spring, 8 May 1836.
I nave just had an express, informing me that my father-in-law is in a state of extreme

illness. I must go to see him.
This will prevent my fulfilling my duty in attending the committee of magistrates to-morrow; and I beg that you will state to the gentlemen the cause of my absence.
I have left a document at the house of correction, in the shape of a list of all theinmates of the institution, their condition, and the work which they are capable of perform-

ing; this may be of some use to the committee.
I much regret not being able to attend.

Tam, &c.
(signed) A. Cooke.

 

Cory ofa LETTER from Thomas Thompson, Esq.
My dear Sir, Morant Bay, 9 May 1836.

Sucu has been the inclemency of the weather and the state of the rivers, that y scarcely
expected the attendance of any of the magistrates at the committee appointed for this day,
tomvestigate the state of the house of correction. However, Mr. Lodge, Mr. Renwick
and Major Baines having attended, we proceeded to the investigation agreeably to your
desire ;and the clerk of the peace will forward you the examinations on oath. The letter from
Dr. Cooke will speak for itself; though, had it been otherwise, the state of the river wouldhave prevented his attendance. I feel confident that nothing could be more satisfactory to
the committee than the clean and comfortable appearance of every thing connected with
the institution; and the frank, candid evidenceof.the officers of it satisfied me in the opinion
I had already given you, that there was not any just cause of complaint.

Tam, &c.
(signed) Thos. Thompson.

P. S.—I am informed, and have reason to believe, that any insinuations respecting impror
per treatment in our house of correction proceeded from the malice of a man who was
some months ago dismissed from his situation in it, for laziness and improper conduct.

(signed) Thos. Thompson.
 

No. 518.
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—No. 515.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 31 August 1836.
I wave received your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th May, enclosing the

report of a committee of magistrates appointed to inquire into the causes of
certain deaths which have recently occurred in the Morant Bay workhouse ;
together with a return of the inquests taken there between the Ist January 1835
and the 7th February 1836.

I concur with your Lordship in thinking the information unsatisfactory, and
that it was necessary to call for the particulars of the inquests. It appears that
out of 1] deaths which have occurred in that workhouse since January 1835,
three were confessedly owing to injuries received on the tread-mill; and the
remaining eight are ascribed to the visitation of God; under which general
description, it is obvious that many cases may have been included in which the
death of the prisoner was not unconnected with the treatment which he had
previously undergone. ‘These facts cannot but awaken suspicions, which are not
at all removed by general assurances that the regulations of the place are
strictly complied with; that ‘‘ whenever prisoners on the tread-mill complain,
they are taken off until the doctor sees them and reports ;” or, “ that no deaths
have occurred but those occasioned by the violence and obstinacy of the parties
themselves.” It is admitted that the regulations of the workhouse do not pre-
vent prisoners confined there for life from having iron collars riveted round
their necks, and they may authorize other modes of punishment equally objec-
tionable.

I am not indeed unaware either of the necessity or of the difficulty of com-
pelling prisoners to submit to punishment on the tread-wheel; nor am I pre-
pared to give any definite instructions on that head without a revision of the
whole system of prison discipline, a subject which is now under consideration. |

In the mean time, however, I have no hesitation in declaring, that any mode
of compelling prisoners to submit to the discipline of the workhouse, by which
their lives are endangered, is absolutely unallowable. The proper course to be
adopted with prisoners who will not submit to one kind of punishment is to
substitute for it some other which is found by experience to be less tolerable.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
 

—No. 516.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 4 June 1836.
I nave the honour to call your attention to a case of cutting off the hair of a

female apprentice in the house of correction of St. Mary’s, when committed for
a few days’ confinement only.
No. 1 is the memorial of the sister of Mary Hennessey, praying for relief from

the oppression of her master and mistress, and mentioning the fact of the hair
having been cut off ; the special magistrate having jurisdiction on the oppression,
the only matter with which I have now to do is the cutting off the hair, after
my remonstrance made against this illegal punishment by your Lordship’s
directions—that remonstrance which I alluded to in my proroguing speech last
February, and which they have alluded to, or rather their agent has, in his
protest.
Having referred the memorial to Mr. Davies, special justice for the district, I

received from him in reply, No. 2. Considering that he had, in a manner,
authorized the cutting off of the woman’s hair, I caused theletter, No. 4, to
be written to him, and No. 3. to Mr. Hodgson, the custos, with a view of pro-
curing his interference to prevent the custom being persevered in. No. 5 is
Mr. Davies’s answer; and No. 6 is Mr. Marlton’s report to me of what took
place at the meeting of magistrates, held to take my communication into con-
sideration. Thinking this a fit case for prosecution, I have sent a letter to the
Attorney-general, with directions to him to take such legal proceedings with
respect to the conduct of the magistrates as he might consider expedient,
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founded on the resolutions of the magistrates, No. 7, and the letter of Mr.
Marlton, No. 6,

Another circumstance occurred at the same time nearly, which I have also
caused to be the subject of a Crown prosecution: two females, non-predial
apprentices, named Cecilia Palmer and Maria Dacres, were brought before
Mr. Marlton for neglecting their duty, and sentenced by him to six days’ solitary
confinement, and in his sentence he directed that their hair should not be cut
off. It appears that in despite of this order it was cut off; I immediately
ordered Mr. Marlton to swear informations of the fact, and cause the supervisor
of the workhouse to be called upon to enter bail for the offence ; it will be tried
at the next grand court, unless the man traverses. It is alleged that the practice
of cutting off the hair of the female apprentices is merely for the sake of clean-
liness, but as it never was done during slavery, when the proprietors were pos-
sessed of a much deeper interest in the health of the slaves than they are now
in that of their apprentices, and as it is continued in spite of the official remon-
strances made on the subject, I have come to the painful conclusion, that it is
done on purpose to annoy the apprentices, whose punishments are generally
considered here to be very much too lenient, under the sentences of the special
Justices. This I consider to be as decidedly trying to obstruct the working of
the Abolition Law as any measure that could be brought forward, as far as the
happiness of the apprentices is concerned, as I am assured that they would
rather submit to corporal punishment than the deprivation of the diligently-
nursed locks, which, after much time and trouble, they have succeeded in esta-
blishing in their peculiar and very short hair. It is to be remarked, also, that:
though, in compliance with the law, they have established rules and regulations,
many of which are salutary in many cases, they are utterly neglected. From
the nature of the places of confinement, effectual classification is out of the
question in many of them; in others, no attention is paid to the rules; for
example, in the house of correction of St. Mary’s, now under observation, a
copy of which you have already received, rules Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 12 and 14,
are not at all attended to; No. 5 is not attended to, when they are at work;
that No. 1, of the prisoners’ rules is rigidly attended to, with the exception of
the most important part, the bathing.

There is also an additional and most illegal rule made there lately, that every
person committed for hard labour shall be placed for one hour daily on the
tread-wheel; this is inhuman as well as illegal, because it varies the punish-
ment, and in some cases very materially increases what has been ordered by the
special justice, who alone can pronounce sentence: inhuman, because it may
subject a person to a species of punishment for which he or she is physically
unfit. This I consider to be another act of obstruction to the Abolition Law, as
it is an attempt at evading it. As soon as the trials shall have taken place, I will
have the honour of communicating the result to your Lordship.

» Lhave, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosures in No. 516.

Jamaica ss. (No. 1.) _

PETITION from Eliza Stewart to his Excellency the Most Noble Howe Peter,
Marquis of Sligo, x.s.p., Governor of Jamaica, &c. &c. &e.

Tax humble Petition of Eliza Stewart, of the parish of St. Catherine, county of Middlesex
and Island aforesaid, for and on the part and behalf of Mary Anderson, a mulatto
apprentice to Carlton Estate, in the parish of St. Mary, the sister of your petitioner:
Humbly sheweth,

That your petitioner has been informed by her brother, also of the said estate, that her
sister, the said Mary Anderson, has been taken before the stipendiary magistrate for the
said parish, charged, as your petitioner has been informed, for absenting herself from house
duty for two days, and sentenced to the house of correction, in which institution she has
had her hair entirely cut off her head, but whether by the sentence of the court, or other-
wise, is not known to your petitioner.

That your petitioner hath been informed, and verily believes to be true, that previous to
the said Mary Anderson being taken before the stipendiary magistrate, she had on several
occasions been severely ill-treated by the overseer, Mr. Allworthy, and his wife, although the
said Mary Anderson did not complain to any authority for redress.
That your petitioner firmly believes that the absence from work of the said Mary Ander-

son arose from the ill-treatment by the said Mr, Allworthy and his wife..
Your
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Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays your Excellency to eause such inquiry to be
made respecting the said ill-treatment of the said Mary Anderson, by the said Mr. Allworthy
and his wife, as to your Excellency may seem meet and proper.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will every pray.
(signed) Eliza Stewart, her > mark.
 

(No. 2.)

Cory of a LETTERfrom. Thomas Davies, Esq.Special Justice, to Rickard Hill, Esq.,
Secretary to the King’s House.

Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 29 April 1836.
I pea leave to state to you, for the information of his Excellency, and in answer to yours

of the 23d instant, No. 2,505, that I yesterday went to Carlton, and took the evidence of
Mary Hennessey, apprentice to that estate, and which was given with extreme reluctance.

ary Hennessey, an apprentice, Carlton, sworn.—Complains she does not get day; things
broken in the house, Mr. and Mrs. Allworthy say she must pay for; and she gets no cloth ;
sometimes master and mistress beat her; and has no evidence she wishes to bring forward.

Further states, she got, when in the house of correction, Port Maria, two plantains per
day only, with cold water; sometimes not boiled, and given her but once a day, that is, in
the 24 hours, and had her hair cut from her head with a pair of scissors.
Richard Allworthy, attorney and overseer, Carlton, sworn.—With regard to statement

respecting days, has not had them regular, but when that was the case, she was fed out of
the house; respecting clothing, has had more than an equivalent; was fined by Mr.
Thomas, special justice, for once giving her a slap, and never touched her since; has been
repeatedly pardoned for her misdeeds, and was sentenced by Mr. Thomas to the workhouse,
but refrained from carrying it in execution as an inducement to better conduct; was sworn
at his own request.

Mrs. Allworthy says she has given her a quantity of clothes, and the other day three
ards of check, which her mother had; and that she is on all opportunities stealing from

her and destroying her property ; but never beat her.
I beg to state, complainant is a non-predial, aged 22 years, and on my visiting Carlton,

Mr. and Mrs. Allworthy have frequently complained against her for wilfully destroying
roperty in the house; and that 1was at Port Maria on the 19th instant to qualify as a
ocal magistrate, being the day of quarter sessions. Mr. Hendrick, supervisor of the work-
house, told me he had a note from Mrs. Allworthy, begging him to release the said Mary
Hennessey, and not to cut her hair off on any account, as she was her maid; m reply was,
it was not in my power to commute her sentence, and it would be out beforeI could con-
sult the executive. All prisoners to be treated alike ; was not sentenced by me to have her
hair cut off; and a copy of his instructions, which I now enclose. At the same time I must
say, I have seen the same instructions pasted up on different estates when I first came to
this parish, and naturally concluded it was sanctioned by the executive.

I have, &c.
(signed) Thos. Davies, Special Justice.

 

Cory of a LETTER from R. H. Allworthy, Esq. toThomas Davies, Eq., Special Justice.
Sir, Carlton, 16 April 1836.

I nave received. yournote of to-day’s date, and from the impression you seem to be under,
it must occur to you the necessity of visiting the property as soon as possible, to inquire
into the complaints you have heard before you partially determine upon them. I am induced
to make these remarks, because your note carries upon the face of it censure, which you
must withhold till circumstances are investigated.

I beg to remain, &c.
(signed) RR. H. Allworthy.
 

(No. 3.)

Cory of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq., to the Honourable Abrakam Hodgson.
(No. 2,697.) .

Sir, The King’s House, 2 May 1836.
A compaint having been made to his Excellency the Governor respecting the conduct

of the supervisor of the house of correction in St. Mary’s, towards Mary Hennessey, who, it
appears, was committed to that institution on 14th April, by Mr. Davies, the special magis-
trate, to undergo ten days’ eolitary confinement, in addition to which the whole of her hair
was cut off her head; and as it appears to be one of the rules of that institution that all
persons committed for any offence are to have the hair cut off the whole head as close as
possible ; his Excellency the Governor considers it necessary to communicate with you
on the subject, for the purpose of bringing to your notice a regulation so apparently cruel
and oppressive. oo. . ..

His Excellency had long since found that such a practice did occasionally prevail in the
gaols and houses of correction, and when it first came to his knowledge he desired me to
communicate to the several custodes his sentiments, with a view to prevent the continuance
or the abuse; at the same time he referréd to his Majesty’s Secretary of State for the
‘521. Colonies,
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Colonies. To this communication he received instructions, that if his remonstrance had
failed in its object, he should endeavour to persuade the Assembly, by some legislative enact-
ment, to rescind all rules authorizing the cutting off of hair as a punishment, together with
other suggestions. His Excellency, on the 17th day of November last, sent a message to
the house of assembly in accordance therewith, but, although referred to a select commit-
tee, does not appear to have been acted on.

His Excellency, therefore, now appeals to you as custos of the parish, in the hope that,
if you view (which he cannot doubt) in the same light as himself and the colonial secretary,
the indecorum and injustice of such regulation, upon which Lord Glenelg has expressed
himself in the strongest terms, you will adopt measures for reporting what must be con-
sidered as an abuse, and entirely contrary to that spirit in which the law for the Abolition of
Slavery was enacted in England, and adopted by the colonial legislature.
The present case is one ofmore than ordinary injustice, as it appears that Mrs. Allworthy,

the mistress, expressed a desire, when Mary Hennessey was committed to the house of
correction, that the cutting off the hair, under the rule which Mrs. Allworthy seemed to
know existed in that establishment, might not be done.

I have, &c.
(signed) W, G. Nunes, Sec.
 

(No. 4.)

Cory of a LETTER from R. Hill, Esq., Assistant Secretary, to 7. Davies,Esq.
(No. 2,704.)

Sir, The King’s House, 3 May 1836.
His Excellency the Governor having examined into the facts of the case of Ma

Hennessey, sentenced by you to the house of correction at Port Maria, and subjected, while
there, to the degrading treatment of having the hair of her head entirely cut off, has directed
me to remark to you, that your statement shows you to have been culpably inattentive to
your duty in not prohibiting any infliction of punishment on the female ‘prisoner which
made no part of the sentence ; when the mistress herself solicited the degradation of Mary
Hennessey, by cutting off the hair of her head (notwithstanding a part of the gaol discipline),
might be remitted in her case, it was obvious that this abuse, if unknown to you before,
was fairly brought within your remonstrance, and an express prohibition against its inflic-
tion, at the peril of the keeper of the house of correction, should have been made by you;
instead of this plain line of duty, you represent yourself as saying, that “ all prisoners were
to be treated alike.” By this remark you countenanced and supported an act, against which
his Excellency had expressly remonstrated to the house of assembly, declaring it at
variance with the wise and humane regulations of the law for the Abolition of Slavery, and
as a practice which should be discontinued. His Excellency directs me to observe, that
your remark, that “ all prisoners should be treated alike,” is good in principle, when the
regulations do not oppose the spirit of the law; but there are shades of difference in delin-
quencies which render ita duty on your part to restrict the discipline of the gaol to the just
taeasure of punishment with which the offence should be visited, if that discipline tends to
increase the severity of your sentence. In conclusion, his Excellency commands me to
state, that he views the present case with so much reprehension, that he shall consider it
his duty to report it to the Colonial Office.

 

_ Lhave, &e.
(signed) R. Hill, Assist. Sec.

(No. 5.)

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas Davies, Esq. to Richard Hill,Esq.
Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 9 May 1836.

I uze to state, in answer to your letter of 3d instant, No. 2,704, and have to remark, that
when the overseer of the house of correction at Port Maria told me the mistress ofMary
Hennessey, an apprentice, Carlton, had written to him not to cut the girl’s hair off, it was
simply because she was her waiting-maid, and not out of any compassion to the individual ;
and on all occasions on my visiting Carlton, Mary Hennessey was always brought forward
for some delinquency or other, and I sentenced her to 10 days’ solitary confinement, asbeing
the least degrading.

I had not then qualified as a local magistrate, and was then, as now, under the impression
that that part ofthe gaol discipline of cutting off the girl’s hair had been carried intoeffect,
and thatI was not authorized to interfere with the rules of the establishment, having been
in use before my coming to the parish, and of course known to the executive; and with
regard to my supporting and countenancing an act, against which his Excellency had
expressly remonstrated with the house of assembly,I was not aware of it, and the only
possible way it could have come under my observation must have been from the public prints,with which I have nothing to do; and provided I feel internally satisfied that I have faith-
fully discharged my duty, I am indifferent to the opinion of a news aper.

f have, &e.
(signed) Thos. Davies.

 

(No. 6.)
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(No. 6.)

Cory of a LETTER from William Marlton, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 22 May 1836.

I nave the honour to state to your Lordship, that I attended a meeting of magistrates at
Port Maria, on Wednesday 18th inst., called by his honor the custos, to take into con-
sideration your Lordship’s letter relative to Mary Hennessey, of Carlton, and the practice
of cutting the hair from the head of persons sent to the house of correction. [ suppose
Mr. Hodgson will forward to your Lordship the proceedings and decision of the board of
magistrates. I consider it my duty to state that 1 endeavoured to prevail on them to rescind
the order for cutting the hair, but failed; and as I could not obtain any support, I had my
name struck out of the list of magistrates forming the board. I informed them I should
take proceedings against the superintendent for disobeying my committal, and they said
they would defend him, I beg respectfully to state, should your Lordship agree with me in
opinion, that I can readily put a stop to the practice, by either fining the supervisor for an
assault, under the Abolition Law, or take informations against him, and bring the matterbefore
the grand court. On the 14th May I committed Cecilia Palmer and Maria Dacres, non-
preedial apprentices, to Doctor Innerarity, of Manning’s Town, for six days’ solitary confine-
ment in the house of correction, expressly stating in the committal, that their hair was not
to be cut off. The hair was cut off in defiance of my committal; and the practice continues.
The board of magistrates decided that the subject was matter for the consideration of the
house of assembly. Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Cox, members of assembly and magistrates of
the board,naturally led the other few magistrates present, as usual.
Your Lordship’s letter to the custos, enclosing the circular sent to the special justices,

was also taken into consideration, having been by the custos brought to the notice of‘the
board; it struck me, the letter to the custos, requesting his orders to the superintendent to
have the sentences of the special justices strictly enforced, was no matter for the consideration
of any other than the chief of the local authorities; but being submitted by the custos
to the board, of course he was supported, and your Lordship’s official letter in that way got
rid of. The local authorities appear determined to have their view of the Abolition Law, and
to reject every well-meant communication for the good working of the new law, and the
happiness of the labouring population. Ideeply regret such conduct, for it cannot induce
either confidence or regard from the apprentices towards their masters. The apprentices
have heard of Mary Hennessey’s appeal to your Lordship, and of the endeavour to stay the
practice. For their own interest, the planters should have complied with your Lordship’s
application. I sawin solitary confinement a female sent in by Mr. Walsh, her hair cut off.
The superintendent informed me it was done previous to her coming to the house of correc-
tion, and that it was not the first instance of that sort; rather than submit to it as a punish-
ment, the head was shorn before leaving home. The information made a strong impression
onme. If the sentence of the special justice, expressed in the committal, is to be defied in
the house of correction, the apprentices will soon lose respect for the law; yet the masters
who set the examples of opposition require the special justice to punish the apprentice for
a like opposition. I trust your Lordship will inform me if [ should be justified, under the
law, fining the superintendent for an assault in cutting the hair of an apprentice ; if it could
be considered as a wrong, injury or injustice done to the person of an apprentice by the person
entitled to his or her service; if not so under the Abolition Law, can I proceed against the
superintendent for assaulting Cecilia Palmer and Maria Dacres, contrary to my committal,
and bring him into thegrand court?

I have, &c.
(signed) § Wm. Marlton, Special Justice.
 

(No. 7.)

Ata meeting of the Magistrates convened by his honor the Custos, at the Court-house,
Manning’s Town, in the parish of St. Mary, on Wednesday the18th day of May 1836,
to take into consideration the subject of a circular from the King’s House, No. 2,697,
dated 2d May 1836. The following magistrates were present:

His honor the Custos,
Henry Cox, William Heslop,
William Peterswald, and
George Vidal, Charles Stewart.

The said circular was then read.
William Hendrick, supervisor of the house of correction, being sworn, and afterwards

being asked, if it was on the day of the commitment of Mary Hennessey that her hair was
cut off, or afterwards, declares that it was on the !4th, the day she came mm, immediately she
was brought in, according to the rules of the institution; then Mr. Hendrick produced to
the board a letter, datedCarlton, 16th April 1836, as follows: “Dear Sir,—If vo have not
already shaved the head of Mar Hennessey, Mrs. Allworthy would be glad if that part of
It were dispensed with, being her waiting-maid. I remain, &c. R. H. Allworthy.—To
Mr. Hendrick.” a.
To which Mr. Hendrick replied, it has been already clipped off, and if it had not, he

could not comply with his request, Then Mr. Hendrick produced a note he received the
521, a following
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following day, also dated 16th, as follows: “ Mrs. Allworthy’s compliments to Mr. Hendrick,
and will feel obliged by his releasing Mary Hennessey from the cells, as Mrs. H. hopes the
unishment she has already received will be of service to her. Carlton, April 16th.”
r. Hendrick proceeded to state, “ The special justice, Mr. Davis, was at my house next

day; I showed him the note I received from Mrs. Allworthy; he asked me what I had done
with Mary Hennessey; I told him she was still in the cells, 1 cannot release her without your
orders.” He said to me, “ Have nothing to do with the note; if you attend to such notes, you
will have enough to do; I do not seek for culprits, but if they bring them to me and lodge
complaints,] am in duty bound to punish them if such complaints are substantiated.” In
regard to that part of the circular respecting the rules and regulations for the government
of the supervisor of the house of correction, this board is not disposed at present to
make any alteration, particularly as it is informed by the circular, that his Excellency the
Governor did, on the 17th November last, send a message to the house of assembly on that
subject, and that the house appointed a select committee to take the same into consideration,
to which the committee were not able to make a report; it is therefore to be presumed that
the house, when again in session, will give due consideration to the subject.

His honor the custos having submitted to the board a circular from the King’s House,
of date 11th May 1835, No. 2,978, the board, after giving the same due consideration, came
to the following conclusion: “ That the laws are sufficiently explicit and binding, and that
they should be left to their own operation.”

(signed) § Abraham Hodgson, Chairman.

 

—No. 517.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 7 June 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose to your Lordship the bill of costs of the soli-

citors of the Crown for the prosecution of Mr. Sloly, the supervisor of the
house of correction of Falmouth, for flogging of females on the tread-mill at
that place. The death of Mr. Sloly, since his conviction, has prevented his
undergoing his sentence when called up for judgment, as was proposed to be
done at the next assize court: I am sorry to say that recent inquiries have
shown to me that this illegal practice has not ceased. I have this day ordered
the prosecution of the supervisor and boatswain of Kingston house of correc-
tion for a similar offence, committed not more than ten days ago; anda bill
has been found, as your Lordship is aware, against one of the authorities of
St. Andrew’s house of correction for the same offence. I trust that your Lord-
ship will authorize me to pay to Mr. Aikman the amount, together with that
for the defence of Mr. White, which is enclosed in another despatch.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

EnclosureinNo. 517.

BILL of Costs on the Prosecution of Mr. John William Sloly, directed by his Excellency
the Governor.
 

1835: £8. di
August. | Having received directions from his Excellency the Governor

to institute proceedings against Mr. J. W. Sloly—honorary
fee, indictment - - - - - ~ - - 5 - -

Attending at the house of correction in the town of Falmouth, ,
with Mr. Kelly, Mr. Davis and Mr. Roger Harris, magis-
trates, to cbtam the deposition of the driver, which took up

4 a - - - - ~- - - - - - $ a

Drawing indictment on 12 sheets - = = = «= 6- -
Faircopy - - - - = - = - «© - 8- -
pendingMr. Attoiney-general with same for settlement - 15 -
Feepaidhim - - - - - - - - «© 5 6 8
Engrossing same ~ = 9s 2 = 2 = $15 -
Attending Mr. Attorney-general, procuring his signature

thereto - = - = - = - 2 | « 215 -
Feepaidhim - - - - + - = | « 56 6 8
Attending Clerk of the Crown to send in bill, and fee paid him 611 8
Subpoena, and two copies for John Kelly and F. Davis- -| = 15 10  

Attending
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1835:
August. | Attending at the residence of Mr. William Knibb; procuring| £. s. d.

a witness, Elizabeth Holder, to enter into recognizance, and
drawing up same - - = - = - = - 210 -

Attending with the affidavit ofElizabeth Holder and Mr. Ather-
ton before Mr. Justice Kelly, before whom their affidavits
had been sworn, requiring him to issue his warrant to take
Mr. Sloly intocustody - - - - - - | 15 -

Drawing and engrossing recognizance - + = « 210 —-
Attendance; delivering the same to constable for execution - 15 -
Subpeena and copy for Paul Patterson - = = = -13 4
The like for Robert Cadenhead - - - -= «| - ~13 4
Attendance in court with witnesses, and getting them sworn to
go before the Grand Jury -~ = = © 2 -« 15 ~

Attending in court with witnesses when bill found and pro-
clamed- - - -+ = «© 2© -« «- - 15 =

The defendant having pleaded Not Guilty, and traverse;
attending with him and surety, and the several witnesses, to
enter into recognizance - - - - -« - & 15 -

Paid Clerk Crown taking sixrecognizances - - -~ - 8 - -
Drawing brief, 16 sheets - - - - + - - 8- -
Making faircopy - + - - = = = - 4--
Attending Mr. Attorney-general, and fee paid him - + 611 8
Subpeena and copy for R. Cadenhead, to produce E. Pew and

1836: . Pew - - - - - - - - - - -~13 4
March. | Attending courtatthetrial- - - <«. - - - 210 -

Paid Clerk Court taxing the bill, and attendance- - = - 15 -

£.| 8617 6  
I allow, as taxed costs, the sum of Eighty-six pounds seventeen shillings and sixpence.

(signed) HI. M. Nepean, Clerk of the Crown.

 

—No. 518.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 29. August 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 7th June

last, enclosing the bill of costs of the Crown solicitor of Jamaica for the prosecu-
tion of Mr. Sloly, the supervisor of the house of correction at Falmouth, for
flogging females on the tread-mill at that place. Your Lordship requests that
authority should be given.to you to pay these expenses; you have not stated
whether you wished.to make such payment by drawing on the Treasury for the
amount ; Iam led, however, to presume that such would be the course which you
would adopt; on this supposition, I beg to acquaint your Lordship that I do
not think this the proper arrangement. It appears to me that the question that
these expenses be liquidated should first be submitted to the house of assembly.
It is not to be supposed that that bedy will refuse to provide for an expenditure
8a properly incurred by you for the purpose of: vindicating the authority of the
colonial laws. You will accordingly make the application to the house, and
report to me the result.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 519.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Gienely.

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 April 1837.
I nave the honour to report, that I laid before the house of assembly a copy

of your Lordship’s despatch of the 29th August 1836, to the Marquis of Sligo,
on the subject of the expenses attending the prosecution of Mr. Sloly, the super-
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visor of the house of correction at Falmouth, for flogging females on the tread-
mill, but I have received no reply to my message to the house, nor has the
expense been provided for in any of the money bills of the year.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 520.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 15 June 1836.

Tne session having been closed by me this day with a proroguing speech, of
which I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy, I think it advisable to give
your Lordship a short précis of what has been done during its continuance; the
Act in aid received my assent on the 30th ultimo, having been passed in the
shape of a short Act, renewing the former one.

* * * * * s x

I sent over the messages ordered by your Lordship, respecting additional
protection for the special magistracy, and the payment of Mr. Lyon’s expenses
as a witness, and they were barely noticed, more than by casting ridicule on
them. Mr. Lyon’s claim was only 61. 10s., but it was quite scouted.

 

Enclosure in No. 520.

Extract from the Marquis of S/igo’s Speech on proroguing the Legislature of Jamaica,
on the 15th June 1836.

Gentlemen of the Council.
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly.

Tue business of the session having been brought to a termination, T lose no time in
liberating you from your attendance in this town for legislative purposes, thereby enabling
you to return to your respective domestic occupations.

That the crop of this year will, from various causes, be below the average, I feel quite
convinced, but with the increased prices in the home market, I anticipate it will afford a
return equal to any of those which may of late be considered as prosperous years.

I am rejoiced in being able to state, from the accounts I have received, that the plant for
next year’s crop has been so extensively established, that unless any unforeseen calamity
arises, a reasonable hope may prevail of more than the usual average crop being effected in
the year 1837.
The perfect tranquillity which now prevails in the island, and the abundant proof I have

of the increasing desire of the negroes in most places to work for hire, gives me a confident
expectation that my anticipations im this respect will not be disappointed.

do now, in His Majesty’s name, prorogue this general assembly until Tuesday the
19th day of July next, and it is hereby prorogued accordingly.

 

—No. 521.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 17 June 1836.

I nave the honour to enclose to you a memorandum of a speech in the house
of assembly of Mr. Batty, respecting an old Act of this island for the suppres-
sion of vagrancy: it is the 32 Geo. 3, c. 11. Your Lordship will see that one
of the parts of this Act the most worthy of notice, in his opinion, is the want of
jurisdiction of the special magistrates in this case; this is mentioned as a reason
for their being pleased with the change, and loss of the old vagrant law. I will,
however, submit it to the Attorney-general, and transmit to you his opinion of
the manner in which it will work.

I confess myself to be alarmed at the power over the apprentices which will
thereby be acquired by the local magistracy; your Lordship, perhaps, will be
kind enough to instruct me how I am to act in this matter. This law is very
loosely worded, and was passed at a time when there was no necessity for such
caution as is now requisite. It never contemplated any application to those who
arenow apprentices, but they clearly, at present, come under the provisions of
the Act.
 

Enclosure
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Extract from Mr. Batty’s Speech.. 32 G.3.¢. 2.
Mr. Barry, in consequence of the disallowance of the Vagrant Act, cited an Act of

the island, which met with the concurrence of the Crown, by which free persons may be
apprehended, under certain circumstances, as rogues ond. vagabonds, and punished
accordingly. The honourable gentleman observed, that every man was now subject to the
laws of free persons, and if any conviction took place under this Act, the interference of the
special magistrates could not take place; the parties aggrieved would have redress, if any
was required, either by an appeal to the quarter sessions, or by a writ of certiorari in the
grand court.

 

—No. 522.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 28 Nov. 1836. No. 522.I wave received, and have had under my consideration, a despatch from your

predecessor, under date ofthe 17th June last, containing a memorandum respecting
the operation upon the apprenticed labourers of the Island Act, 32 Geo. 3, c. 2,
for the suppression of vagrancy.
From this memorandum it appears that Mr. Batty, a member of assembly,

and a gentleman of legal acquirements, had expressed an opinion that the pro-
visions of the Act in question were applicable not only to free persons, according
to the acceptance of the term at the time the Act was passed, but to the
apprenticed labourers, and that if any conviction took place under the Act, the
interference of the special magistrate could not take place, but that the parties
aggrieved would have redress, either by appeal to the quarter sessions, or by
a writ of certiorari in the grand court.
Lord Sligo expressed serious apprehensions as to the effect which this opinion

of an influential member of the legislature might produce, and he promised that
he would consult the Attorney-general on the subject, and furnish me with his
opinion. 1 accordingly deferred my acknowledgment of his Lordship’s despatch
until I should receive this promised report. Not having heard what may have
been the result of the reference to the Attorney-general, I am unwilling that the
question should be overlooked, and have thought it proper to direct your
attention to it.

It appears to me very doubtful whether the statute 32 Geo. 3, c. 2, could
lawfully be applied to the case of apprenticed labourers, it being evident that it
was enacted in reference to the whites and free coloured inhabitants as a distinct
and privileged class; and although the words, if construed withgrammatical
and literal exactness, might reach the case of apprenticed labourers, yet I ap-
prehend that such a construction would give to the Jaw a sense and an effect,
not only beyond, but opposed to the design of its authors. You will, however,
refer this question to the Attorney-general for his opinion, and should that officer
report that the law extends to apprenticed labourers, you will recommend the
council and assembly to exempt that class of persons from the operation of the
statute, as being manifestly inapplicable to their condition.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 523.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 April 1837. No. 523.
I wave the honour to transmit, enclosed for your Lordship’s information, with ’

reference to your despatch of the 28th Noy. 1836, a copy of the report which .%,
Ihave received from the Attorney-general, upon the operation of the Island Act, %*y
32 Geo. 3, c. 2, for the suppression of vagrancy.

521, Your



JAMAICA.

Enclosure in
No. 523+

No. 524.

50 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Your Lordship will observe, that the Attorney-general is of opinion, that this
Act does not apply to the apprenticed labourers, but that the chief justice has
frequently promulgated a contrary opinion from the bench.

I have, therefore, to request your Lordship’s instructions, whether, under these
circumstances, I am to makea reference to the legislature on the subject of this
Act ; your Lordship having only directed that such a course should be adopted,
in the event of the Attorney-general being of opinion that apprentices were
subject to its operation.

I have, &c.

(signed) §Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 523.

Cory of a LETTER from Dowell O’Reilly, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, 11 March 1837.
In answer to yours ofthe 4th instant, I have to state, for the information of hisExcellency

the Governor, that the 32 Geo. 3, c. 2, was enacted, first with reference to the then persons
absolutely free, and next to the then slave population (now apprenticed labourers): the former
are styled white persons and free negroes and mulattoes, and the latter are styled idle and
runaway negroes, and other slaves.

Now the present apprenticed labourers were not free, according to the acceptation of that
word, at the time of the enactment of 32 Geo, 3, c. 2, neither are they now slaves; they are
a peculiar class of persons, subject to peculiar laws, and free, so far as such freedom militates
not with these laws, but do not enjoy such freedom as was enjoyed by free negroes at the
time of the Act stated; they are a class of persons certainly not contemplated by the legis-
lators who framed that Act. In the Abolition Act I find appropriate punishments of the
apprenticed labourers when guilty of offences for which they would have been punishable
under the 32 Geo. 3, c.2. I find also, in the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, “ that it shall
not be lawful for any person or persons other than such justices of the peace holding
special commissions as aforesaid, to punish any such apprenticed labourer for any offence by
him or her committed, by the whipping, beating or imprisonment of his or her person, or by
any other personal or other correctionorpunishment whatsoever.” There is a saving for
the rights of the superior courts of civil and crimmal justice, and one which provides that
they (apprenticed labourers) shall not by the said Act be exempted from the operation of
any law or police regulation for the prosecution or punishment of any offence which is or
shall hereafter be in force in Jamaica, in respect to all other persons of free condition.
Upon the whole of the case, I am of opinion that the law, 32 Geo. 3, c. 2, was not intended
to be applied to apprenticed labourers, thatit is not now applicable to them, inasmuch as
they were not within its contemplation originally, and next, that they are already subject to
peculiar punishments under a law made, and which was expressly enacted for them, and
that for the same offences as are enumerated in the 32 Geo.3,c.2. Further, lam of
opinion that the machinery of this Act is quite inapplicable to apprenticed labourers, who,
in my mind, can only be punished by the agency of the special justices of the peace or of
the superior courts of criminal justice. Ideem it, however, proper to apprize his Excellency,
that as to this latter opinion of mine, it is at variance with the present chiefjustice’s, who has
frequently promulgated a contrary one from the bench.

Thave, &c.

(signed) Dowell O'Reilly.

 

—No. 524.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 May 1837.

I wave the honour to acknowledge your despatch of the 14th April, trans-
mitting the report which you have received from the Attorney-general of Jamaica,
relative to the operation of the Island Act, 32 Geo. 3, c.2, for the suppression
of vagrancy.

The opinion of the Attorney-general is, that the Act is inapplicable to the
apprenticed labourers; but in this opinion he states that he is at issue with the
chief justice, who, on several occasions, has promulgated a contrary opinion
from the bench.

Acting
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Acting in conformity with the terms of the instruction which you had received,
you did right in deferring any reference to the legislature of Jamaica on the sub-
ject of this Act until you had heard further from home. I am clearly of opi-
nion, from what has now been stated, that such a reference should be made to
the legislature, for the purpose of placing the point in discussion beyond doubt
or dispute.

In declaring that the adoption of that measure should depend on the result of
the Attorney-general’s report, I assumed that it would not be possible to obtain
amore authentic exposition of the law; but as the chief justice has deliveredhis opinion on the subject, the necessity for legislative interference is clear.
Iam not competent to weigh the conflicting opinions which may be offered as

to the construction of the law ; neither do I consider that it is material that such
a point should be further discussed. It is sufficient for me to know, that thepractical effect of the opinion entertained by the chief justice is to ensure such
an administration of the Vagrancy Law, as regards the apprenticed population,as it would be the object of His Majesty’s Government to avoid. You willtherefore take the earliest opportunity of recommending to the council andassembly that the apprentices should, by special enactment, be declared exempt
from the operation of the Island Act, 32 Geo.3, c. 2.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 525. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to LordGlenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 29 June 1836.
In reference to your despatch of the 28th April, relative to the diminution of

the visits of the special magistrates, wherein you express a doubt as to the effect
on the security of the apprentices, which your acceding to my proposal would
occasion, I have the honour to state, that in my opinion that apprehension does
not deserve the weight which your Lordship attaches to it. My reasons I will
endeavour to explain.

_ Practically speaking, few complaints are made by the apprentices on the
estates. On many occasions, where I have reprobated the special justices for
giving it to me as a reason why they have not visited certain properties, that
they had met the managers, who said they had no complaints; and reminded
them, that there was another party whose injuries they were as well compelled
to redress; they have, in defence, represented to me that very rarely indeed are
any complaints made on the estates; that they prefer first coming to the magis-
trate to ask his opinion, before they make it openly, for fear of their making
one which may be deemed frivolous, and therefore subject themselves to punish-
ment, either direct or indirect. In some cases, however, they do make the com-
plaints at once, where either the case is very bad, or they have, from incidental
circumstances, been prevented from previously consulting the special justice.
These cases, however, are so few that a monthly visit would be quite sufficient for
all practical purposes. I am bound, however, to mention to your Lordship any
facts which bear on the other side of the question; it was confidentially repre-
sented to me that the overseers in a particular district had made arrangements to
have the apprentices employed at such a distance from the works as to prevent
them having an opportunity of knowing when the special justice was on the
estate, had they any complaints to make. Some negroes had complained to the
individual who brought the matter under my observation, that they were often
more than a month without seeing the special justice at all; in consequence, I
gave an order, that the special justice should always show himself to the gang,
in order that they may know when he is on the estate. In reply to this order,
some of the magistrates informed me, that they made it a point to do so on all
possible occasions ; others, that if they were compelled to do so, they would not
get through the number of visits appointed by law, as the apprentices were often
employed working three or four miles of unrideable roads from the works ; others
have made no specific replies, and I am confident have paid no attention whatever
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to those orders. In some other places, more particularly in St. Thomas in the
Vale, the overseers and proprietors have, with hardly an exception, refused per-
mission to the magistrates either to visit the gang or inspect the hospitals. The
effects of the trial of Mason v. Oldrey is visible here; the assertion, then, that no
special justice has a right to ask questions has caused this opposition. Much
indignation is expressed here at my assertion, that obstacles are thrown in the
way of the working of the Abolition Law, but I submit that this is an unde-
niable proof of the fact; in order, however, to bring the matter to issue, I
directed Mr. Harris, one of the special magistrates, to have himself forcibly
obstructed, which has been done in an amicable manner, in order to try the point
of law. The bills were sent up before the grand jury, and they threw them out;
the Attorney-general, in consequence, immediately filed a criminal information
against Mr. Lowndes, the obstructor; this will, I trust, be got forward at the next
court, and the matter will be decided. All those whom I have consulted on the
question, and who are known to me as friends of the apprentices, have agreed
with me, that the advantage to the island would be very great, of the apprentices
being gradually accustomed to the absence of the special justices ; I am inclined
very much to agree with them, and the manner in which I would propose to do
it, when it shall meet with your approbation, would be to inform the special
justices that I should not watch very closely the number of their visits to each
estate, so that every one was once visited, but that in such case I should expect
them to go whenever sent for, at once; I do really, on mature consideration,
think that this would be a most advantageous plan. At the same time I will
continue, as ordered, the present system, until the time shall arrive when your
Lordship shall be convinced that this change may with propriety be adopted. I
should remark, that it would rest with the executive here to recall that permis-
sion, in case experience should show that there was any danger in it.

I have, &c.

(signed) Shao,

 

Enclosure in No. 525.

CorRESsPONDENCE referred to in the foregoing Despatcu.

(A.)
Cory of a LETTER from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 9 March 1836.
Taoven the 54th clause of the Abolition Law provides for the regular visitation, once @

fortnight, of a special justice on each estate in the island, and that I have, with much

difficulty, brought this to be nearly the case where illness does not prevent it, and though
I am aware that those visits are most useful, I think that the time is almost if not already

come, whena certain alteration in this system would be very advantageous. Your Lord-
ship has already stated to me your intention of keeping here, after the termination of the
apprenticeship term in 1840, a certain proportion of special magistrates, a measure abso-

lutely necessary, in my opinion; but I think that, in addition to that, it would be highly

expedient that [ should be allowed to inform the special magistrates, that I shall not
very closely examine their monthly returns, and that if they shall have visited once in
each month the estate in their respective districts, besides attending wherever called upon,
I shall not make any remark on the subject, as I do now whenever the requisite number of
visits are not paid, and no adequate excuse offered; my reason for proposing this to your
Lordship is, that the law is now better understood, and that the minds of the negroeswill

be, by less frequent reference to the special magistrate, better prepared for the time when
no such officer will be in the island. Should your Lordship accede to my opinions, it will
be necessary that it should be done gradually and discreetly; but I think that it would be
very advantageous, not only on the account above mentioned, but because the time which
would elapse between the visits would, I am confident, prevent many complaints being
brought forward, and therefore produce a much better feeling on both sides; it would also
enable me gradually to reduce the number of special magistrates, keeping a few to fill up
the vacancies, which must be expected to be continually occurring in this climate from the
illness or death of the specials. Under these considerations, 1 have felt it my duty to
submit the matter to your Lordship.

I have, &e.
(signed) Sligo.

(B.)—Corr



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 53

(B.)
Cory of a LETTER from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis ofSligo.

My Lord, . Downing-street, 28 April 1836.
I have received your Lordship’s despatch of the 9th March, in which you submit to me

the expediency of sanctioning some alteration in the rule which requires that the special
justices shall visit each estate once a fortnight; I am fully sensible of the reasons which
our Lordship has adduced in favour of the proposal, and I have the most entire confidence,

justified by the whole tenor of your labours in the direction of the magistracy, that no
recommendation would be made by you from which you conceived that the rights and
interests of the apprentices would be in any degree compromised. Ientertain,‘however,
some doubt, whether the laudable jealousy felt by some persons of any departure from the
strict letter of the law in a matter of this nature, might not raise some objections to a relax-
ation of the rule in question, as having a tendency to lessen the security which it affords to
the investigation of every well-founded complaint on the part of the apprenticed labourers.
For this reason, I am disposed to think that, for the present at least, the practice should
continue on the same footing as hitherto. Although it would doubtless be satisfactory to
find that your Lordship was enabled to reduce the number of special justices without im-
pairing the efficiency of the system, I have no reason to imagine that any disinclination
will exist in Parliament to continue the present number, so long as the duties required of
them do not admit of a diminution.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 526.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 30 August 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of

the 29th of June last, referring to the correspondence which has passed on the
subject of the diminution of the visits of the special magistrates to the estates,
and explaining the reasons which induced you to believe that such a relaxation
of the present practice would not be prejudicial to the security of the apprentices.
As I should not think it right to oppose my opinion or surmise to the decided

judgment of your Lordship, so repeatedly expressed, on a question on which
you possess such peculiar means of forming an accurate conclusion, I will refer
to your Lordship’s discretion in what manner the services of the special magis-
trates can be best made available for the effective protection of the apprenticed
labourers, and for enforcing the due observance of the law on that subject.

I would, however, suggest that if the number of the visits of the special magis-
trates to the estates should be diminished, the reduction would best be made
cautiously, and, as an experiment, in a few districts at first, rather than as a
change extending at once to the whole island.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 527.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 1 July 1836.

Tux very recent departure of the last packet leaves me little to communicate
to you on the present occasion, on the general state of the island; to add to
which, the next packet will convey to your Lordship the usual quarterly reports
of the special justices, a part of which have only reached me by this post.
I shall, therefore, merely say, that nothing can be more favourable than all the
accounts I have received. I will, then, merely allude to some of the documents
which, as usual, I have put by, since the sailing of the last packet, to forward to
your Lordship. Mr. Daughtrey’s report of the quiet manner the classification
has gone on is fully confirmed in all quarters.
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Enclosures in No. 527.

List or Documents, &c.

No. 1.—Mr. Daughtrey’s Report of the quiet manner in which the Classification has gone on.

No. 2.—Mr. Nolan’s Report of the great extent of stealing of Produce, and in praise of the Police.
[It is not doubted but that formerly this vice was even more common than at present,
but that there was no efficient force to prevent it, and detect the offenders.—Note
by the Marquis of Sligo.]

No. 3.—Return of the Number of Miles travelled, Estates visited, &c. &c., by Special Magistrates
in June 1836,

 

No. 1.—Mr. Daughtrey’s Report of the quiet manner in which the Classification
has gone on.

My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, 21 June 1836.
Tue classification, as far as it has proceeded in this district, has been not only unattended

with any of the predicted evils, but has in fact had an opposite tendency. A very fewplain
words have been sufficient to make the people quite aware of the design of the measure, and
to divest it of all possible mystery.

Having made them understand the reason of the thing, I have turned the occasion to
account, by occupying a few minutes in pointing out to them the proof it affords, if a doubt
on the subject could remain, that the apprenticeship would certamly come to an end at the
exact time promised, to the very day. That, as surely as when they see the sun set on an
evening, they know it will rise again on the following morning, so certainly, on the arriving of
the Ist August 1840, will their entire freedom come. But since the time is so rapidly
drawing on—since only about four years of the term now remains, and that upon the
conduct they maintain, and the character they acquire as apprentices, will in a t measure
depend their future well-doing,—it is of the utmost importance to themselves that every one
should set about the work of his own amendment; that honest and industrious persons,
whether men or women, will be sure to meet with encouragement, either from their own
master or some other; but that the time will be bad for the idle and worthless, whom
nobody will then be troubled with.

I have never seen them listen with more interest, or apparently more impressed by any
thing I have addressed to them.
Whatever the race of old planters may say to the contrary (who seldom tried it), the

peoplealways appear gratified by having their understandings appealed to, and their
rationality admitted. Their intelligence grows, of course, in proportion as it is exercised.

I feel a strong hope, indeed am persuaded, that the directions given to their thoughts by
this brief appeal will have a salutary influence upon the conduct of many of them.

I have, &e.
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) John Daughtrey.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 2.—Mr. Nolan’s Report of the great extent of stealing of Produce, and in praise of
the Police.

My Lord, Olive Park, Vere, 22 June 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose my weekly diary; also a classification of the apprentices

attached to Parker's Wharf, Salt River. I beg to state, for the information of your Ex-
cellency, that, although still refused, I still entertain hopes of being allowed to class the
apprentices on some of the estates in this district.

I regret being obliged to inform your Excellency, that the stealing of produce has latterly
been carried on to a considerable extent in this parish; 2,288 pounds ofsugar and 30 gallons
of rum have been seized by the police. I cannot bestow sufficient praise on the police force;
their conduct on all oceasions is most praiseworthy, and whenever called upon to act, they
discharge their duty in a manner that does credit to themselves.

I shall feel obliged by your Excellency’s informing me how I am to dispose of the produce
so taken, and to whom shall the amount of sales be paid. The police, of course, will receive
the amount of fines they are entitled to by law.

T have, &c.
- The Marquis of Shgo, (signed) § James Nolan.

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 3-RETURN of the Number of Mies TRAVELLED, EsTATES VISITED, &c. &c., by Spzcran Magistrates
in June 1836, ,
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—No. 528.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 9 July 1836.
I wave the honour to enclose herewith the usual quarterly reports of the

special justices in original; the most striking feature contained in the majority
of them is the increased kindness of the managers to the apprentices ; they have,
in fact, found from experience that the most advantageous manner of managing
them is by conciliation; while, however, this is distinctly stated in several cases,
I am sorry to say that it is not universal. I know several attornies who continue
their old system of exacting the pound of flesh, which I unhesitatingly pronounce
to be the worst possible policy, and that many a proprietor in England will
deeply suffer if they do not throw on one side all the nonsense which is so pre-
valent about the negro character not being known. I have watched these
people now for more than two years with the closest attention ; I find their “ pro-
verbial indolence”’ to be nothing more than could be discovered in the English-
man, if compelled to labour without any personal payment or advantage, except
what the negroes have here, and be liable, besides, to corporal punishment if the
quantum of labour done does not please the proprietor. How much work does
your Lordship think that you would get on such terms from the majority of the
white people in England? in my opinion not half as much as is now given by the
negro. It is asserted that they tell lies; I have heard it remarked, that though
they certainly do merit this accusation, that when put to their oaths they are
exceedingly cautious, and instances of perjury are most rare; at all events it is
a disease attendant on slavery, and the want of education. If the proprietors
suffer from it now, it is reaping the fruits of their former conduct to them. It
is said that they are in the habit of petty stealing; much more is now detected
in consequence of the extraordinary vigilance of the police; but besides that, it
must be recollected that formerly no person objected to the slaves taking certain
proportions of liquor or of sugar; it was done openly, and if not so, there was
no one to detect it; on suspicion, the infliction of the cart-whip might in some
instances have been inflicted, but, in truth, my conviction is that these appro-
priations were never thought worth noticing. Now, the desire to annoy the
people has much ceased, though it exists in some places still. At first, how-
ever, am quite certain that several of the lowest sorts of book-keepers and
overseers have, out of spite to the Bill which set the slave free, determined to
annoy them; this of course did much harm, and I the more rejoice at the
report that this feeling seems to have rapidly passed away. These people have,
in many instances, had all their former allowances of food and indulgences
stopped from them, and for some unwillingness to labour, or some reason,
whether deservedly or not, so their Saturdays are often taken from them; how
then are they to exist but by theft? These cases, however, are not very general,
and some bright examples of kind and good conduct are to be seen in allparts.
I would particularly call your attention to the beneficial effects of the humane
system of management exemplified in Mr. Baynes’s report of the parish of
St. John’s, where Spring Vale, under the management of Mr. James Wright
Turner, exhibits an absence of complaint which is quite extraordinary. The
most curious part of the case is, however, the effect of his management on the
negroes he has recently hired from Dr. Loane, the member for that parish ; they
were proverbially, previously, the worst conditioned negroes in the parish ; since
they have been there, they are reported to have acted in the most correct manner,
and no fault whatever has been attributed to them. If such facts as these do not
open the eyes of the absentee proprietors, and induce them to send out peremp-
tory orders to their agents here to adopt that sort of conciliatory system, they
will deeply repent of it after 1840. The attornies who pursue the system of
Messrs. Turner, Lockburn & Farquharson will have labour in abundance, and at
a cheap rate, while others whom I could name, but whom it would be invidious
in me to particularize, will be without a labourer. The attorney who produces
the largest crop during the apprenticeship, I consider as far from the one most
likely to do so after 1840. Now is the time, by moderation, to conciliate their
affections, and when that is not done, the result will be fatal to the interests of
the proprietor. I would venture to call your Lordship’s attention more par-
ticularly to the reports of Messrs. Baynes, Hill, Higgins, Pryce and Ramsay.

Some
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Some have not yet reached me, but may, probably, before this despatch leaves
Jamaica. The recent appointments of Messrs. Bedford, Brownson, Palmer and
Bennett are the causes of their reports not having come in; ColonelGrege’s
from severe illness.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from W. H. Alley, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Mile Gully, 6 July 1836.
In obedience to Mr. Secretary Nunes’ circular of the 1st ultimo, calling for the report

required to be made to you by the 27th rule of my instructions, I have the honour to subjoin
the following remarks.

It gives mepleasure to be able to state to your Lordship, that the apprentices in my dis-
trict generally behave themselves in the most proper manner ; that they are obedient to their
masters, who, generally speaking, are kind and indulgent to them, and are industrious in
their habits.
The majority of properties are in high order, and, with one or two exceptions, are as for-

ward as at this time last year.
I have observed with great satisfaction’a growing confidence between master and man;

the apprentices, where they have the indulgences, such as salt and herrings, are certainly
more willing labourers; they appear most anxious for instruction, and very generally attend
the different houses of worship.
My Lord, I feel great pleasure in stating that on all the great estates I have had no

complaints.
I have, &c.

(signed) W.H, Alley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTERfrom T. J. Baines, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Retreat, St. Thomas in the East, 1 July 1836.
In making my quarterly report agreeably toa letter from the King’s House of 1st June,

No. 3,433, Thave the honour to state that my district has been tranquil for the last quarter;
that complaints have considerably diminished, and frivolous ones hardly ever brought by the
master or apprentice; a much better feeling exists, and the law is better understood, and
trifles are easily adjusted by the parties themselves. I am also happy to state that the
apprentice receives every kind of protection, and the free children assistance, upon every estate
in my district; the work is more cheerfully performed ; I lament much that the free children
are brought up in idleness and filth. The overseers have always rendered me, most cheer-
fully, their assistance in performing my duty, and attended to any suggestion I have made
for the advantage of the apprentice; and the attornies have been liberal in the allowances;
the negro-houses are in good order; the provision grounds most abundant; the state of
cultivation depends in a great degree upon the facility of disposing of their superabundant
quantity of provisions at a convenient market.
No state of society can be perfect, and in some cases the apprentices have combined for

the purpose of doing little or no work; but the law has been proved strong enough to punish
and protect all interests, except in some cases when women have been ordered hard labour
on the tread-mill, where the most determined resistance has been evinced, tothe injury of
themselves, endangering their lives and setting the laws at defiance ; but from long experience
I may confidently assert, that, considering the character and extent of population, fewer
crimes and fewer punishments take place in this country than is deemed necessaryinEngland
to keep the same proportion of apprentices from drunkenness and disobedience to their
masters. The crops are very light, but the managers are making strong preparations for
next year by putting in a large proportion of plant; thecane-pieces and pastures are in
a much more forward healthy state, and the produce will be taken off in good time. It is
to be lamented that machinery is not more generally used, labour would be so considerably
reduced, the destruction of cattle avoided, and a much better return made to the proprietors;
T have been informed by practical gentlemen, that, from the saving in stock and manual
labour, the expense would be covered in two years.

In conclusion, I trust your Lordship will excuse me for remarking that penal gangs on

properties, under the strict orders of the special magistrates, was one of the best modes of
punishment, particularly for refractory women.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Thomas J. Baines, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 3, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from Edward Dacres Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to the
Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Aylmers, St. John’s, 30 June 1836.
Ix compliance with your Excellency’s directions of the 1st instant, requiring a return of

the state of this district, pursuant to the 27th rule of our instructions, I have to state, that
although the apprentices on several properties still continue moody and self-willed, rather
choosing to be amerced in time by the special justice than to afford willinglyto their em-
ployer a due proportion of labour, they are in general fully aware of their position, and fulfil
the conditions of the Abolition Act, continuing, if not cheerfully, yet without murmuring, to
work as well for their master as can in reason and justice be expected from people receiving
so inadequate a return for their labour. At Spring Vale the same industry and g
behaviour still subsist. This property, of which Mr. Turner is the attorney and Mr. Burke
the manager, deserves to be held out as an example to the whole island. Two years have
elapsed without a single complaint from either master or apprentice. Twenty-five labourers
from Spring Mount, the property of Dr. Loane, have lately been hired to work at Spring
Vale by the year. I do not hesitate to say that they were the very worst negroes in the
parish, idle, insolent, disaffected, and continually under sentence; yet Mr. Burke now tells
me that he could not wish negroes to behave better; such is the good effect of a mild,
reasonable and conciliatory management.

I have in all my former reports lamented the deplorable result arising from the want of
uniformity in the management of the different properties in this district, and have attributed
to it the ill-will so visible in many instances between master and apprentice. Whilst on one
estate the negro enjoys every advantage and indulgence granted to him under the old
system, on the neighbouring property every article beyond the very scant provision ordered
by the law is rigidly withheld. Is it natural that the apprentice should work as well and
contentedly in the latter as in the former case? Is it probable that after the apprenticeship
he will retain a good feeling towards the severe master, and not prefer offering his services
to the more humane and indulgent employer? It requires no great sagacity to perceive that
persons acting in this manner are obstinately and blindly sacrificing the interests of them-
selves or of their constituents, and destroying every prospect of securing hereafter the
services of their present dependents. They are eating down in the grass the hopes of their
harvest, or uprooting the tree to save the trouble of cultivating it. The present saving is
contemptible; the loss in prospective incalculable. With what face will their former master
ask the new freemen in 1840 to do any thing for him, who has never done any thing for
them ?
When I say that the state of the parish is tranquil and subordinate; that the apprentices

work adequately; that cultivation is carried on well; that a much greater quantity a roduce
has been manufactured than the most sanguine anticipated, from the reduced hours o labour;
that this district has averaged as large annual returns as during the latter years of the old
system; and that the apprentice now purchases the four years to run of the system often
at a greater price than was formerly considereda full life value of the young and healthy
slave; I have stated signal facts, and have exhausted every topic on the commendatory
side. The reverse is by no means encouraging. If the necro works well, it does not, on
most estates, proceed from any good-will towards his employer, but from the fear of punish-
ment, the reflection that his task is almost done, and that the happy moment of freedom is
fast approaching, which he is perhaps fearful may be deferred by misconduct or insubordina-
tion on his part; hence the apprentices are in the aggregate orderly, obedient, and even
industrious; but the exceptions, as your Excellency will have perceived, are numerous.
I cannot but observe, that since the commencement of the present year, crimes of magnitude
have increased; within the last two months I have committed more offenders for trial at the
superior courts than in the whole preceding period since the 1st August 1834. Thefts of
provisions from the grounds and canes from the field are of constant occurrence, yet { have
reason to think that not one-fifth of them come before me; managers preferring to overlook
the offence to incurring the trouble and expense, with the loss of time and labour, consequent
on the case being referred to the quarter sessions. In justice, however, to the majority ofthe
parishioners of St. John’s, I must remark, that from its central situation, its proximity to the
towns of St. Jago on one side, and of Esquivel on the other, its vicinity to the coast, its
almost impassable roads, its partial cultivation, its extensive forests, and its great proportion
of free negro settlers, who encourage and harbour fugitives, it is peculiarly adapted for the
refuge and concealment of bad characters of all descriptions. The district in articular,
called the Red Hills, is infested with runaways. I have caused the apprehension of 20
within the last few days.
The demeanor of the negro towards his master is less respectful than formerly; he is

still but imperfectly acquainted with his moral obligations and religious duties, and is as
gross and licentious in his private and domestic habits as ever; indeed, as far as he has come
under my observation, he has not hitherto made a corresponding progress towards fitness for
taking upon himself the duties of a free agent and citizen, if I except alone ananticipatory
spirit of independence, arising naturally from the consciousness of approaching freedom ;
but this is perhaps in itself instar omnia; for it is scarcely just to hold the negro blamable
for remaining stationary. Two years, a whole third of the apprenticeship, have passed over
without one efficient effort having been made to develop or ameliorate his moral faculties.
No one has come forward, net a hand has been raised, to pvint out to him the way; not

a mouth



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 59

a mouth has been opened to instruct or improve him; he has been totally left to his own
unassisted and imperfect lights. Altogether the schools in this district do not give instruc-
tion to more than 80 persons, if we except the Sunday institutions, out of a population of
6,000 souls. The parish church will not contain a fortieth part of the inhabitants of the
parish. I see no natural inferiority on the part of the negro; I am persuaded that none
exists. Give him the advantages of the European, there is no reasonable ground to suppose
that he will not equal him; but if he is still to be left to himself, as he is at present, he may
continue the bodily exertions daily required of him by his taskmaster, but it is reposterous
to expect moral progress. Unless the most laborious and unremitting efforts made to
repair lost time;unless the evil tendencies in his character be restrained, and the good en-couraged ; unless, in fine, he be taught forthwith his duties, religious, civil and social, his
approaching emancipation will prove pernicious to others, without being profitable to
himself.

Before concluding this report, I beg to submit to your Excellency the state of utter
destitution which will in all probability be the lot of the aged and infirm who have long been
incapable of labour, and whom, in consequence, the 4th clause of the Abolition Act declares
to be non-preedials after the 1st August 1838. These faithful servants, who have spent their
whole lives, sacrificiag youth, health and vigour to maintain an absent master in luxury,
some of them verging on the age of 100 years, who have outlived every member of their
family, without a friend to administer to their necessities or to supply their wants, will,perhaps, at the expiration of the apprenticeship, or before, unless some law, required by
every feeling of humanity and sense of justice, be enacted to compel the property to main-
tain them, be ejected from their homes, and left to perish in the woods and waste lands by
starvation,

I have, &c.
(signed) Edward Dacres Baynes, 8. .

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from W. H. Bell, Esq., Special Magistrate, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Pullet Hall, St. Elizabeth’s, 5 July 1836.

I nave the honour to enclose you my weekly report, also the monthly list of properties
visited, and the quarterly valuation return, as directed by your Lordship. This district is,
as usual, quiet and orderly, and the weather has been fine for the last week.
As your Lordship requires rather a more general report, this period being the end of

the quarter, I have to inform your Lordship that the crops on the sugar estates in my
district are now finished, with the exception, perhaps, of one or so, and though not, perhaps
from the nature of the soil, the best sugar district in Jamaica, nor even nearly so, I am
happy to inform you that we have succeeded this year in increasing the crops on every
estate excepting two, and on those there will be an increase next year at any rate. Your
Lordship is aware that I have 14 sugar estates in my district; one of these, though small,
has quadrupled its last year’s crop, others have doubled it, and the remainder have
made from five to 20 hogsheads more, with every appearance of continuing this improve-
ment next crop.

Offences have generally decreased, though they fluctuate ; one month there is much to do,
and another month nothing. I consider that, excepting petty larceny and the usual crimes
committed by peasantry in all countries, that the complaints of insufficiency of work, or
lateness in attending it, which are the chief offences, would be entirely done away with by
a regulated task-work, which would obviate the old slavish custom of watching or waiting
for the shells, whether doing a sufficiency or an over-sufficiency of work. It would also give
a good chance to the industrious to earn money, as they might do the week’s task in three
days ; and let the inducement for them to do s0 be, the being to be paid for the other two.

eir receiving and spending so much money would create artificial wants, one of the first
steps to civilization. In former days some of them possessed or earned money under the
rose, they were therefore forced to spend it in the same manner, for fear, though perhaps
without foundation, that they should be circumscribed in the means of earning it. The
task-work must be by some legislative enactment, as the managers here seem to have no
wish nor no inducement to try any thing new; whether from the state of the attorneyship
system or not, I am not prepared to say, but it appears to me there are too many masters,
as, when you have convinced one of the propriety of a thing, you have stil! got his employer
to convince, and as he does not live perhaps on the property, but all over the country, there
are great difficulties in the way of effecting this improvement of task-work.

I do not consider, from observation and inquiry, that their grounds have been this last
year cultivated to such an extent, or with that attention by the apprentices as formerly; the
reason of this I believe to be the facility of supplying the very few wants they, have at
present in their simple and uncivilized state, by being able in their extra time to gain a
shilling or two by jobbing for one person or another, which is an easier thing than going a
distance to their grounds, and having the labour of working them, and of carrying the pro-
visions to market; in fact, I should consider it much better for them and for the properties
not to allow them to cultivate any ground at all, but for the property to cultivate the pro-
visions in the four and a half hours with the gang, to give allowances and task-work.
The time is lost in going to their ground ; it would take, of course, some time to effect this
charve, but it would be extremely beneficial to all parties if forced upon them. Th
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The fields on all the properties are in the usual state of cleanliness, &c., where the people
are well managed, and by thosea little more enlightened than others.

I trust the attention of the Government will be immediately turned to the promoting of
industry among the children of the apprentices, and who are not themselves apprentices ;
their idleness and appearance at times causes a dissatisfaction among other children; some
very mild legislative enactment would be sufficient for this, either on the plan of the St. Do-
mingo rural code, or any other the wisdom of Government may approve of, combined with
moral and religious education.

I hope and trust that the complete regeneration of these poor people will not be left to
the operation of the Abolition Bill alone, but that progressive improvements, laws .and
attentions will be given to this colony.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) W.H. Bell, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from Stephen Bourne, Esq., to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Gnevin Royal, St. Andrew’s, 9 June 1836,

THERE is little new to remark as to the state of this district.
There have been what are called fine seasons in these mountains, and there appears to

me to be a good prospect of crops, both in the coffee plantations and the negro grounds.
Education goes on but very slowly. I hear much talk of schools, but none have been

established. The Parliamentary grants have not as yet been applied to the formation of
schools where most needed, that is, on the mountains and in the interior of the country.
If schools were established on sound principles and well attended to, I have no doubt that
they would be productive of the greatest conceivable benefits. I do not find any want of
inclination to assist in their support on the part of the magistrates, proprietors or overseers,
nor any repugnance on that of the apprentices to send their children to them wherever it is
possible. An excellent clergyman from the Church Missionary Society near me (Mr. Hun-
sell), has a good Sunday and evening school at Prospect Hill; and that on thispen (referred
toin my last report) continues to be well attended, at least better than I could have anti-
cipated (although I am greatly in want of a skilful teacher for the week-day school), but
otherwise I do not hear of any schools in my district, although the population can scarcely
be less than 3,000. It is rare to find an apprentice who can read a chapter in the New
Testament, and if they cannot read, how can they instruct their children? If no schools
are established for them, what can be expected from their children, either for themselves,
their parents, their employers, or the country?

I venture to press this subject on the attention of your Excellency and the Home Govern-
ment, because I feel its importance in reference to the present, and, far more, the final
prosperity of the country. If the people are left in their present state of ignorance, what
can be expected from them? I confess that their intelligence and good conduct, consider-
ing the want of elementary instruction and good example, surprise me.

arriages are very much on the increase amongst the apprentices, but I seldom hear of
an overseer’s getting married. The proprietors do not encourage marriage, and the habit
of dismissing an overseer at a few days’ notice is by no means favourable to marriage. What
can a man do with a family when continuance in his station depends on caprice ?

If the proprietors of the soil would encourage schools and marriages, not only amongst
the apprentices, but overseers and book-keepers, they would most effectually promote their
true interests.

I have, &c.
(signed) Ste. Bourne.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from R. Chamberlaine, Esq., to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Lime Savanna, Clarendon, 6 July 1836.

Tux time has again come round when it becomes necessary for me to address your Lord-
ship at greater length than usual upon the subject of that great moral and political revolu-
tion, which in its past and present operation has been attended with good, and which is now
being conductedto a successful termination, promising in its issue to be alike important
and advantageous to the social regeneration of a large number of mankind, as also of con-
sequence to the stability and happiness of the country.

he present operation of the system of apprenticeship and its probable consequences, it
more particularly behoves me to confine myself to; and the observations which I shall he-ve
make shall be limited to facts, divested as much as possible of theoretical or speculative
opinions.
Pand first, as to the conduct of the apprentices: instead of being intoxicated with the
many privileges that have been conceded, the people in the district which has been intrusted
to my superintendence (with a population of about 6,000) are behaving themselves, as a
body, alike creditable to themselves as satisfactorily to their employers. The offences which
are reported in my weekly journals, are of that nature which have always sprung out of the
social relations and dependencies of mankind; wonderful it is that, with the innumerable

disadvantages
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disadvantages of slavery, even these complaints should be so few; in fact, confined to mis-
demeanors of more frequent occurrence in more advanced and civilized communities, and
inseparably connected with frail and imperfect humanity.
The proprietors generally complain of the disinclination of the apprentices to indent their

children, as permitted by the 18th clause of the Abolition Act. The anxiety thus mani-
fested is doubtless suggested by the desire to keep up the strength and cultivation of their
properties at the cheapest rate after unrestricted reedom shail be proclaimed. The appren-
tices, so far from being blamable for this unwillingness, deserve preat credit; it is
characteristic of their foresight, and incontestably proves that they are inferior to none in the
value and importance which they attach to freedom. The law enforces obedience and respect
from the apprentice to the manager who is placed over him. A manager’s conduct, though
not strictly illegal, is frequentlyrepugnant to the eople, and, however vexatious that con-
duct may be, the apprentice is made to serve him, under severe penalties. It is human
nature, when these people are released from their obligatory dependence, if they seek other
employers whose dispositions and habits are more congenial. The strong feelings of attach-
ment which the negroes have for their children would not allow them to leave the roperty
on which they may be domiciled or bound to serve; thus they would see the sha ow, but
be unable to enjoy the substance of freedom. . When the people are unshackled by appren-
ticeship, they may find it of advantage to their pecuniary or other interests to locate them-
selves on a different property, or in a different parish ; here again they would be prevented,
as they would make any sacrifice rather than leave their family behind. The apprentice’s
circumstances might be such as to make him desirous of locating himself and his children
on afarm of his own; if his children are respectable and industrious people, he would be
unable to procure their redemption, for already are the people taxed in proportion to their
moral fitness and ability to perform creditably the duties of free citizens. There aremany
other reasons that could be adduced in favour of the stand the apprentices have so univer-
sally made against this measure, which, if adopted, would in effect be a new system of
slavery.
The apprentices cheerfully work for wages in their own time, when their grounds are not

so prolific as to make an equivalent return to the time that may be employed in cultivating
them. Whenever the people have declined, or have been unwilling to work for hire on their
own days, they have grounds in a high state of cultivation, and a day employed on those
grounds not unfrequently realizes them three times as much as the rate of wages generally
granted to agricultural labourers in this country. ‘They refuse to work for hire when they
can employ their time more profitably to their pecuniary advancements and comforts; for
this, no reasonable man can blame the people. They do not neglect their provision grounds,
but, on the contrary, pay as much if not more attention to them than they have hitherto
done.
The thirst for christian instruction continues to increase; the chapels and churches are

better attended ; there is still, however, a wide field for missionary exertions, and, as an eye-
witness of the improvement and advancement of the people under properly qualified christian
pastors, I have no hesitation in saying that such mstruction, properly directed, is of the
greatest moment and conseqnence to the future quiet and prosperity of the country,

Obstacles are thrown in the way of, and every argument is used to dissuade the appren-
tices from emancipating themselves.

J have never known or heard of a case where the people who have emancipated them-
selves have not been industriously or profitably employed.
That the people will work after 1840 I have no doubt; that that work will be of equal

advantage to the present proprietors is not likely; the system heretofore has been the
confining of the people to sweat, not so much for their ofvn interests as for the interests of
the few. Hence the many enjoyed but the common and indispensable necessaries of life,
whilst the few reaped the advantage of their people’s labour, and grandize themselves.
The establishment of that new system which could no longer have been delayed; the

good conduct of the people generally throughout, and the resigned and increasing recon-
ciled spirit of the managers to the altered state of affairs; all lead me to anticipate every
possible good and advantage to the country undera state of unqualified freedom.

Thave, &c.
(signed)  R. Chamberlaine.
 

Enclosure 7, in No. 528.
Cory of a LETTER from William Carnaby, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Montego Bay, Parish of St. James, 5 July 1836.
Since I had the honour, on 29th March last, of forwarding your Excellency’s quarterly

Teport upon the state of this district, very little change, one way or the other, has taken
place, so that I may refer generally to the statements then made, as applicable to the
condition of the district at the present time.
The crop is now finished, and, as expected, is somewhat deficient; but, from present ap-

pearances, a very considerable increase may be looked for next year, if the seasons prove at
all favourable. “The canes have been taken off the ground considerably earlier than last
year, and without any stoppage on the part of the apprentices.
_From recent inquiries, i think I am warranted in saying, that upon an average, on thedifferent properties under my charge, the new plant in the ground this year nearly doubles
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The cane-fields are in good order, and the work of cleaning, with scarcely an exception,
roceeds without interruption. Generally the apprentices are working well, and the district

is both peaceable and orderly.
I regret that I cannot report a decrease of complaints, though, as regards the management

of the estates, they have not augmented. Petty thefts among the apprentices themselves
are of frequent occurrence, particularly the robbing of provision grounds; and it is worthy of
remark, that almost all my awards of corporal punishment, have been for offences of this
latter description.
Upon many of the properties masters and apprentices go on smoothly, and evince towards

each other good feeling, and upon all, the different parties are now fully acquainted with
their several rights, and do not hesitate to have them enforced.
The negro grounds generally are now in as good order as in 1832, and though the idle

and worthless are neglecting this part of their duty, still[ am of opinion that the great
majority of apprentices pay every attention to and cultivate their provision grounds. All
have ample ground allotted them for this purpose.

I have still to deplore the want of any system of education for the young in my district,
though very lately steps have been taken to open one or two schools for all classes.
I hope this may be extended; but in the mean time the fact cannot be disguised, that,
generally speaking, the free children are neglected both as regards education and habits of
industry.

oY I have, &c.
(signed) William Carnaby, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 528.

Specia Justice Cocking’s Quarterly REPORT, June 1836, St. James’s.

TuE undersigned regrets very much that his report for this quarter is not equally favour-
able with the last. The crime of theft has greatly increased; numerous complaints are
daily made by the well-disposed apprenticesof the alarming losses they sustain by robbery;
their provision grounds and gardens are shamefully plundered, and their houses broken open
and robbed in the broad day. Provisions are very scarce in consequence; these serious
evils depress the minds of the apprentices very much, especially such as are anxious of
performing their duty, and amassing a sufficiency of money for the purchasing of the
remainder of their apprenticeship; nor are the apprentices themselves the only sufferers, the
masters and managers also complain very much of the pilfering of rum and sugar; the
latter circumstance, together with the assistance that must, at such an exigency, of course
be rendered the apprentice for his maintenance (by the purchasing of flour, &c. &c.) will
affect the master’s pecuniary resources very much. It is to be hoped, however, that when
these depredators are detected, and proper examples made, a reaction will take place,
and all again be right.

Crop is nearly finished ; one-third less than last year will be realized, and the appearance
for next crop is favourable; but of course no estimate can be given until the beginning of
November; should the seasons fail in the months of August, September and Uctober, the
crops must also fail. Every possible attention has been paid to cultivation; the plants are
increased and well manured, and the ratoons properly taken care of. The apprentices
dislike very much to trash canes, or turn trash and mould canes in their own time, even at
the high rate of 2s. 6d. per day; this is a serious evil, as it is work of the greatest con-
sequence to an estate; some will not even dig cane-holes during their own time for their
masters, but prefer going to work on other estates, for the same rate of hire; this displays
a bad feeling, and is not such a return as might have been expected, considering the
attention and kindnesses they receive.
The estates have lost a vast deal of labour, owing to a severe epidemic (the measles) that

has been raging, and many have suffered much by deaths.
The masters and managers continue to pay every attention to the happiness and comforts

of the apprentices.
(signed) R. Cocking, s. a.
 

Enclosure 9, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from R. S. Cooper, Esq., to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, New Green Island, 5 July 1836.
Since I last had the honour of submitting to your Excellency my remarks on the state

of this district, a slow but steady improvement has manifested itself in the social as well as
moral character of the apprentices, and I may add that a correspondent melioration is like-
wise perceptible in many of those who lately ranked among their most rigorous managers.
The special justice is now rarely insulted by being requested to make “ examples;” and
I am truly gratified in being able to assure your Excellency, that for some time past the
managers of considerable estates have in many instances deprecated punishment of any kind,
and requested me to employ remonstrance alone in recalling the negligent or refractory to
their duty ; nor has their lenity missed its object, for in every or nearly every such case, I have
atterwards been told by the manager, “ Your lecture has donea great deal of good.” I dwell

on
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on this subject the more fondly, becauseit shows that the bigoted admirers of slavery are
wrong in asserting that fear is the only stimulant that will induce the negro to labour.
The number of complaints now brought forward is extremely small in proportion to the

vast number of apprentices among whom they arise ; the most serious are against entire
gangs for insufficiency of labour, and occur immediately on the change from the task-work
of crop to the more continuous, and probably more difficult, labour of cleaning and moulding,
or, as it is called, “ going through” the canes. ;
Ground provisions are very scarce and dear, ‘a circumstance which may be ascribed in

a great measure to the apprentices devoting so much of their time to labour for hire, to the
rejudice oftheir provision grounds; the negro yam crop, to which they are eagerly looking

forward, will, I fear, afford but a temporary relief.
The heavy rains having now subsided, the preparations for next crop are progressing

favourably ; the anxiety to get in “ a large plant” is so great that 3s. 4d. and even 3s. 9d.
per day is offered for jobbers. The astonishing growth of grass during the rainy weather is
another cause of the great demand for labour.
To return to the apprentices: there is a great improvement in their habits; marriages are

frequent ; and persons of all ages flock to the school opened at Rockspring, under the
auspices of the Church Missionary Society, and which may be termed the only efficient
establishment of the kind in the district, Theft is less common than it wasa short time ago,
and, upon the whole, the apprentices begin to form tolerably clear notions of the nature and
operation of the laws which more immediately bear upon their condition.

I have, &e.
(signed) 2. S. Cooper.
 

Enclosure 10, in No. 528.
Cory of a LETTER from Thomas Davies, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord Marquis, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 1 July 1836.I nave the honour to acquaint your Excellency, in answer to letter No. 3,458, June 1,
and pursuant to the 27th rule :—

In the first place, the sugar crop of this year will fall short’ of last, and is more backward,but to what amount that may be, I cannot say. The cultivation of the cane-field ismore
promising for next year, in consequence of labour being given in that way from the shortness
of this year’s crop.

There is an apathy on the part of managers to complain, although aware things are going
wrong at times; and it has been frequently mentioned to me that the apprentices return to
their respective estates from the different workhouses they may have been sentenced for, in
a more insubordinate state than when sent there; also, the constables on properties complain
to me of their frequently being threatened if they support the white people, or those in
authority over them.

- I consider the crime of theft is on the increase; two cases of sheep-stealing and one of
stealing a young heifer; the bones, with the offal, were dug up near a watchman’s hut atIslington; this has recently taken place in the neighbourhood ; and plundering from eachother is common among the apprentices.

In many places means are taken and in progress for the education of children, but, unless
that is founded on a moral and religious principle, instead of becominga blessing, it would in
the end turn out a curse to the poor and the country. I have frequently been told of parents
prohibiting their children from attending schools, from the impression that they would be
made to work a part of their time towards its support. Ihave much pleasure in bearing
testimony to the endeavours of Messrs. Mitchells of London, and proprietors of Esher estate,
who have erected a school on that property on an extensive scale, which is conducted on
good principles, and, I am happy to observe, well attended; the respectability of the tutor
and influence on this estate is, in my opinion, of essential service.

I cannot report to your Excelléncy a favourable account of the good feeling between
master and apprentices; the apprentices,I observe, continue to show a feeline of distrust
and suspicion; whatever proposals are made by the master, if even for their benefit,
would be sooner objected to by them than receive evena fair trial; when such is the case,
the master feels a reluctance in deviating from any method of management he may hithertohave adopted with any kind of success. .
_ Negro grounds are much as usual with respect to cultivation, but the whole of their spare
time is not given to that business.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lhomas Davies, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 11, in No. 528.
Copy of a LETTER from H. Wm. Danson, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

. My Lord, Kingsland, Manchester, 30 June 1836.
In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, contained in the circular to special magis-

trates, No. 3,457, I shall endeavour to convey to your Lordship the state of the district
under my care, as much as my short residence in it ean enable me to form anopinion. I
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have had but few complaints preferred by the masters or overseers against the apprenticed
labourers that called for very strong measures, or much restriction on their personal liberty,
and the lash has been resorted to but seldom ; and I must say this has been in a great mea-
sure owing to the humanity of their masters, who, in many instances, havebeensatisfied
with my reprimanding, instead of going the length the law would have permitted me in
punishing refractory apprentices; but few complaints have been made by the apprentices
against their masters, and amongst each other I hear of but few outrages committed ; still,
my Lord, the proprietors say, the apprentices do not work as they ought to work, and that
much more labour is due from them than performed. .

1 am sorry to say that I find on almost all the properties I visit a number of ‘apprentices
not able to work, owing to inveterate sores or disorders, beyond the reach of medicine; these
disorders are not confined to the native of Africa or the aged creole, but general, and the
number of young people so afflicted is almost as great as among the old.

I can form no opinion as tothe labour to be expected from the negroes when free; the
houses and provision grounds now held by them will, in some measure, keep them to the
estates, but there are numbers, Ibelieve, on every large property, without groundsin cultiva-
tion, being too idle to work at any time, except under coercion; it will require strong regu-
lationsto keep this description of persons in any kind of order at the expiration of the
apprenticeship. . .

t would be of advantage to the rising generation in Jamaica to have some uniform lan-
guage or mode to express their wants and wishes; at present, I hardly know what dialect
to call that spoken by the negroes in my district; and where they do knowalittle English,
they deliver it with a foreign accent, I think a Spanish pronunciation; how this desirable
end is to be obtained, I know not; many of the schoolmasters now engaged in teaching in
this neighbourhood are from Germany; this may tend to counteract the Spanish pronun-

ciation, but I doubt if the language of the people will be much improved.

I have, &e.
(signed) 4. Wm, Danson, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 528.

Specirat Macistrate’s REPORT for the District of Manchioneal,
St. Thomas in the East, 1 July 1836.

Ir affords me much pleasure to state that the apprentices in this district are quict.
There is a great difference in their conduct since Christmas, marked by their notworking

so cheerfully, and only performing as much labour as Keepsthem from being deprived, by
the special magistrate, of the days allowed them by law. e negroes are perfectly aware
of the minimum of work required, and they are very careful not to exceed it.
The apprentices do uot cultivate their grounds, of which they have abundance, so well as

formerly; this is evinced by the great scarcity of provisions which exists. The necessary
consequence is, that robberies are more frequent, but few of the perpetrators are detected.
The crops are falling off very considerably, even from last year’s short return. This

result is attributable chiefly to the heavy weather during the spring of 1835. The prospects
for next year are much more favourable.

Great exertions are being made for the religious improvement and instruction of appren-~
tices and others of free condition, none of whom seem anxious to avail themselves of so
inestimable a benefit, except in so far as attending divine worship on Sundays.

It is incumbent upon me to mention the deplorable state of those children who were
under six years of age on the 1st of August 1834, as well as those since born, many of
whom are communicating some of the loathsome African diseases to the apprentices; and
although their parents work readily for wages, yet they will in no one instance allow their
free children to be employed in any field labour, even for hire, neither do they let them cul-~
tivate their own provision grounds,

(signed) J. Kennet Dawson, Stipendiary Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 13, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from J. A. Dillon, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

Retirement, Great House, Parish of St. Ann,
My Lord, Jamaica, 30 June 1836.

Accorpine to rule 27 in your Excellency’s instructions, I have the honour to transmit
my quarterly summary, although, in the short period that has intervened, it will manifest
little else than obedience to your Lordship’s instructions.
The coffee crop now maturing in this district I anticipate will be deficient, owing to the

incessant rains of May and June, which produces a tendency in the plant to form more
timber than fruit; hence the shoot is luxuriant and the berry scant. This observation does
not apply to short or cultivated coffee, which exhibits an abundance detrimental to the
plant; but this mode of pruning is not generally adopted in this district, owing to the
comparative sterility of the soil. Managers still continue to complain of inertness in the
apprentice ; nevertheless the crop has been quite an average one, and has, with a few excep-
tions (I trust), reached its destination by this date. Nor can I help thinking, if there was

as
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asmuch willingness to stimulate and reward as there is power to coerce, that this “ inert-
ness”? would diminisli in a comparative ratio. Complaints against managers are so rare,
and corporal punishments so few, that with our present code of laws, judicial and moral,
they cannot be expected to decrease even at the termination of the apprenticeship ; the latter
certainly do not average two in a hundred.
Although writing from a sick couch, which renders the task one of mental andbodily

fatigue, 1 cannot omit this opportunity of calling your Excellency’s attention to the deplo-
rable condition of apprenticed mothers and their free offspring, who are afflicted with yaws;
in better health, I should have pressed a series of detail on your Lordship’s consideration, to
show the necessity, policy and humanity of erecting district asylums for their reception.
This loathsome epidemic, I regret to add, is on the increase, occasioned (possibly) by theabridged interest which the owner has in the apprentice, and certainly from the increased
facility which two days and a half in every week gives the afflicted of communicating the
disease, as formerly they were kept under very strict sanatory discipline; as an antidote, {
would beg leave to suggest the necessity of erecting district hospitals, of humble preten-
sions and little cost; ma ing it imperative on every manager to send those afflicted with thedisease to the nearest asylum, under a penalty fixed by the legislature. The adoption ofthis plan would, in twelve months, totally eradicate adisease,which, if not checked beforethe termination of the apprenticeship, will prove to be a curse on the land.

Children mothers are also a class well worthy the attention of Parliament, who possiblyare not so much the victims of their own passions as lust in the other sex; during thesickly season of gestation, there is but little allowance made for the consequent debility oftheir state ; late turning out, deficient labour, must be made good to the estate; her seduceror reputed husband willyield her neither assistance or sympathy, and the property cannot,
in reason or conscience, be expected to sustain a loss through the agency of a man belong-ing to another or different owner. The mother is usually. obliged to support the child or
children, and the magistrate can yield her but little redress. Could not the English law,my Lord, which compels a father to support his offspring, be so modified or suited to ourpositionas to give relief to the female of this class? It would, [ apprehend, be received asan act of humanity towards the mother and child, and justice towards the proprietor.

I have, &e.
(signed) J. A. Dillon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from John Daughtrey, Esq., to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, 12 July 1836.Every thing proceeds here as usual, with a gradual tendency towards improvement inevery way. The measles are passing away. It has been gratifying to observe that, uponthis occasion of such prevalent sickness, the free children have in general received attentionand medicine in common with others. But for this care, many must have been lost, formothers trained in slavery, never having been obliged to learn how to treat their children orthemselves under any serious malady, are, I perceive, helpless, almost beyond conception.

I consider it but justice to the master to report this fact, and it is with pleasure I add,that apprentice parents, aware that there was no absolute obligation on the master to showhis kindness, have evinced their proper sense of it by suitable expressions of gratitude.
I have, &c.

(signed) Jno. Daughtrey.
 

Enclosure 15, in No. 528.
Copy of a LETTER from Patrick Dunne, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis ofSligo.
My Lord, St. David's, 29 June 1836.Ix having the honour to make my special report of the state ofthis district to your Ex-cellency, it affords me much satisfaction to be able to say, that the apprentices are orderly,industrious and well-conducted. Complaints against them are still declining, and such asoccur are in general of a trivial nature. The people are extremely anxious about their pro-vision grounds, and attentive to the cultivation of them; but are not unwilling, when theycan spare time, to work for a fair remuneration on their own days. When the negroes aretreated with a proper consideration, which is not often the case, a good understanding inva-riably prevails between them and their overseers; they are fully aware of their rights, andtenacious in upholding them; it is surprising, debarred as they have been, with but few ex-

ceptions, of the blessings of education, to see how acute and sensible they. are. Quarrelling,rioting or drunkenness are of rare occurrence amongst the peasantry. The “head people”are intelligent and trustworthy. On two estates, Belle Clare and Fair Prospect, the over-seers are black men; on the fetter property, which belongs to Alderman Tyrrell, of King-ston, the overseer, James Tyrie, was manumitted by his master on leaving the island a shorttime back, and placed in charge; on the former estate, which is the property of Mr. Leslie,one of the members of the house of assembly for this parish, the man in care, WilliamLeslie, is still an apprentice. I mention these circumstances to show the estimation in whichthe competency of this class ofpersons is held, and the confidence reposed in theirdiscretion.
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The affection and care manifested by the women in attending to their “ pickaninnies,” under
the peculiar difficulties which they labour, are highly commendable in maternal solicitude;
I believe they are not surpassed by the women of any other country.
The sugar crop is not yet quite over; it will exceed last year’s; Norris’s and Albion

estates making about 80 hogsheads more than last year. From the addition made by put-
ting in new plants, and from the appearance of the cane-fields, I have no doubt but next
year’s crop will far exceed this. The coffee-fields look well, and promise an abundant crop.

I have, &c.
(signed) Patrick Dunne, Special Justice.

Since writing the above, I have visited Albion estate, which has finished crop; it has
made 302 hogsheads of sugar of the largest size, being an increase of 52 hogsheads this year.
The overseer, Mr. M‘Pherson, has sent in to Mr. George Taylor, the attorney, an estimate
for the next year’s crop, showing an expected increase of 70 additional hogsheads; there
has not been any jobbing. I do not recollect that any person has been flogged on the pro-
perty for the last six or eight months.

(signed) Patrick Dunne, s. 3.
 

Enclosure 16, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from D. Ewart, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Friendship, 29 June 1836.
Wuen I had the honour to transmit my last special report to your Lordship, I informed

your Lordship of the circumstances which then precluded me from forming any opinion as
to the favourable or unfavourable result of the crops, and prepared your Lordship to expect
from this report all the information that I could collect relative to the crops that might be
of interest to your Lordship or his Majesty’s Government.
Of the two estates that have finished crop in my district, one has made a larger crop

this year than has been made on it during the last eight years, and the other has made as
good crop this year as it did last year. Of the other sugar estates, there are three or four
which it 1s said will not make average crops this year; and the small crops, in these in-
stances, are accounted for, partly on the legal diminution of labour, partly on the badness of
the seasons and the defective fabour of the apprentices; but the amount of this alleged
defective labour, and the influence which it has exercised on the result of the crops, is not
indicated by any calculation approaching to any thing like exactness. I feel assured that
the different managers in mydistrict have given mea faithful account of the crops, and am
certain that they have made use of their experience to afford the information requisite to
form an estimate of the decrease of the crops, and the causes to which such decrease is to be
attributed. At the same time I must confess, that although I cannot illustrate practically
the course of inquiry which ought to be pursued when it is desired to arrive at a fair estimate
of the industry of the apprentices, yet if their industry is compared (as it is, I believe, in most
cases) to any standard derived from slave-labour, that such a standard must be fundamentally
inapplicable for all practical purposes.

History has recorded, and the statistics of nations have confirmed the exactness of the
record, that the flush or glare of opulence which marked the progress of slave communities
owed its origin to human labour, coerced almost beyond the limits of endurance; and facts
scattered throughout all the notices which the public possess, relative to slavery in His Ma-
jesty’s West India colonies, present sufficient authority for concluding that this colony was
not less prodigal than others in the exercise of such engines of coercion as were considered
adequate to the enforcement of human labour, when the circumstances which govern labour
in free communities were not in operation. A people toiling under the scourge of slavery
might, for a short time, be compelled to yield an extraordinary quantity oflabour ; but slave«
labour has no capacity of reproduction ; the germs of its destruction are enclosed within its
horrors, and while the slave sinks into disease or death, the flush of opulence, of which he
was made the unwilling agent, follows him to the grave.

It cannot therefore be supposed that the labour of the apprentice, exacted by authorized
and requisite punishment, can be fairly contrasted with the labour of the slave, forced and
stretched by irresponsible power. The superiority of labour in the former case will be seen
in its steady and uniform application, in its influence on population, and the occurrence of
motives to increased industry.

In reference to all the other particulars which are required from me in my quarterly re-
ports, I have the honour to refer your Lordship to my report for the preceding quarter, and
assure your Lordship, that nothing has occurred since to induce me to qualify the information
which 1 then had the honour to forward to your Lordship.

I have, &c.
(signed) D. Ewart, 8.™.
 

Enclosure 17, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Walter Finlayson, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Montego Bay, 5 July 1836.
In obedience to your Excellency’s circular letter of the 1st ultimo, No. 3,453, I humbly

offer the following report :-—
In
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In my district, the apprentices have been in general industrious and well-behaved. Upon
one estate considerable dissatisfaction prevails, in consequence of the managers continuing
to work the people for eight hours a day, thereby depriving them of the half Fridays.
Some of the estates in my district have recent y finished crop; and I regret to say that

there has been a material deficiency in the number of hogsheads, as compared with last
year's crop. But the labour upon the estates is in a greatly more advanced state than it
was at the same time last year; and the preparations for next crop are upon a far more
extensive scale. .
The provision grounds of the apprentices are generally in good order. But upon some

properties near town the apprentices were formerly allowed to cut and sell grass and wood,
upon the proceeds of which they depended for the purchase of food, and their grounds were
consequently neglected. .

During the last three months, complaints, especially those in town, have rather increased.
In most cases, the managers act with kindness to those under their care; though there

are occasionally instances of strictness and severity which create discontent upon the part of
the apprentices, and an unwillingness to workcheerfully.

have, &c.
(signed) Walter Finlayson, Spec. Just.

 

Enclosure 18, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from £&. B. Facey, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Montego Bay, 5 July 1836.

In obedience to your Lordship’s desire to be furnished with a report on the state of my
district, I take leave to state—

That there does not appear to be, nor have I any reason to believe there is, any material
change, either in the “ disposition, industry or behaviour of the apprentices” since my last
report; they continue, as usual, to labour cheerfully, more particularly when there is the
slightest disposition manifested by the master or manager to encourage them, either by kind
treatment or a fair remuneration for their services when employed in their own time, to for-
ward the estate’s cultivation.

That although complaints have not decreased against the apprentices, they are by no
means of such a nature as to warrant an apprehension that time, together with the means of
religious instruction now so rapidly progressing, may not be the means of removing.
Your Lordship will have obkerved the increased number of complaints, as well as the un-

usual amountof fines on the managers in this district; for this Ihave no other means of
accounting than what must suggest itself to the mind of the most careless observer, nor can
I recommend a better remedy than will be found in a more careful selection of persons to
superintend the management of estates under the present system.

t may not be unimportant to acquaint your Lordship, that in a few instances where a fine
has been imposed on the manager, he disposes of the herrings or fish intended as supplies
for the people, and applies the proceeds of such sale to the payment of the fine, thereby de-
priving the people of an old-established usage because of his illegal act; in other instances
where they have not been sold, they have been stopped for a considerable time.

I shall not be able to report to your Lordship correctly the state of the crop in this dis-
trict, the Montpeliers not having quite finished ; there is, however, every reason to expect
that ifit does not equal the last, the deficiency will be very inconsiderable.

Calculating on the unusual number of well-planted cane-fields, the attention paid to them
and their very healthy appearance, the next year’s crop will, if the seasons permit, yield a
much more considerable return than the present. .
With regard to the negro grounds, I am glad to be able to state that, notwithstanding

they have sufferedconsiderably by the trespassing of cattle, and about the neighbourhood
of Seaford Town by the depredations of the German emigrants, the people have, with a
degree of perseverance highly creditable, continued to clean and keep them in a high state
of cultivation.

I have, &c.
(signed) 2. B. Facey, s. 3.
 

Enclosure 19, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from £. E. Fishbourne, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Dover House, St. George’s, 30 June 1836.
Ix submitting to your Excellency a report of the state of my district, in compliance with

the letter bearing date of 1st instant, No. 3,452, I regret that I should be under the necessity
of stating, that the prospects held out in my last report, respecting the quantity of sugar
expected to be made, will not, in my opinion, be realized. ; ;

Certainly the falling off that is now apprehended cannot, with any degree of fairness, be
attributed to the working of the people, for it is acknowledged by all the managers in my
district, that the apprentices have done their duty, and that their fields are in a very
reasonable state of cultivation. Some ascribe it to bad yielding, and others to cutting canes
before they are ripe. The season, although most favourable for advancing the crop of next
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JAMAICA,

Enclosure 18,
in No, 528.

Enclosure 19,
in No, 528.



JAMAICA.

Enclosure 20,
in No. 528,

Enclosure 21,
in No. 528,

68 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

year, has not been either sufficiently hot or dry to ripen the canes for this; and, in con-
sequence of the prevalence of rain and deficiency of sun, a continual growth has been kept
up in the canes ; from these causes, I am told that, where yielding is large, the quantity of
sugar produced is not at all in proportion.

he appearance of the crops in the commencement of the year encouraged some gentlemen
in command of estates to anticipate and promise that they would be able to make large
shipments of produce before the ist August next. These promises cannot now be fulfilled
unless by cuttmg canes that are not fully ripe, which, if suffered to remain longer on the
ground, would give a larger return. To this system many of the most experienced planters
attribute a part of the expected falling off.

Great damage was done to canes in the early part of the year by cattle; and stealing
canes from the field has latterly become a very common offence.

Provisions are plenty almost every where ; none but the habitual runaways and indolent
ople, who never cultivated grounds regularly, can complain of any deficiency of food.

Byvea these people, by working on Saturday, can, from the present price of provisions, eam
as much as will purchase a good supply for a week; so that they need not want, if they will
only work.
Pam convinced that, in many important points, the negroes, as a body, have advanced

rapidly, and are still improving. No people can be more respectful, or less inclined to riot
or insubordination. In my opinion, much depends upon managers. I have observed that
upon estates where the people are treated with kindness and liberality, where they are given
their former allowances, and minor offences are passed over, there they generally conduct
themselves best, they appear most healthy, and the special justice is least required ; but on
estates where a different system is pursued, where the allowances are still withheld, and a
determination to pass over nothing rigidly acted on, there the people conduct themselves
worst, frequent the hospital most, and appear least comfortable, ealthy or respectable.

ave, &c.
(signed) £. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 20, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from George Gordon, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Upper District, Clarendon, 6 July 1836.

In obedience to your Excellency’s circular of ist June, No. 3,415, I now beg leave to
hand your Lordship a report of the state of my district for the last three months, Com-
plaints have, as far as regards the working of the apprentices, diminished, although, I am
sorry to say, numerous robberies and petty thefts have been committed, unprecedented in
the annals of this parish ; to such an extent have these depredations been carried on, that
waggons returning from the wharf have been plundered on the road; stores have been
broken into, salt provisions stolen in quantity, and petty thefts are carried on to an excess
hitherto unknown, Another great cause of complaint against the apprentices in this district
is, the way in which they lay out their provision grounds; for, although large tracts of land
are allowed for this purpose, yet there is scarcely a grass-piece in which you will not find
provision grounds not fenced; the. consequence is, trespasses from estate’s cattle are
numerous.
The crops in this quarter are neatly finished, but, [ am sorry to say, with a greater falling

off from what was at first expected; but this is wholly to be attributed to the excessive
heavy rains in this parish during the months of May and June. The young canes are looking
very well, and, I am told, that, unless some unforeseen circumstances occur, there is every
probability of a good crop next year.

I must again call your Lordship’s attention to the almost total dearth of religious instruc-
tion in the upper part of this extensive and populous parish. Schools are very much wanted,
and, until this great error is rectified, the moral manners of the apprentice can never be
amended.

I have, &c.
(signed) George Gordon, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 21, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from J. W. Grant, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Mandeville District, Manchester, 6 July 1836.
I navE now the honour to comply with Mr. Secretary Nunes’ circular of the 1st ultimo,

calling for the report required to be made to your Lordship by the 27th rule of my
instructions.

Since I last made a similar one, I have been appointed to this district, the most extensive
and valuable in the parish.

It affords me the greatest pleasure to bear testimony to the good conduct and industry
of the apprentices; and I am happy on this occasion to have the managers of the three
largest properties in the district going along with me to prove the truth of this assertion.

_ will first give an extract from a letter written to me by Mr. Lewis, a gentleman exten-
sively connected with properties in the parish, and managing one with, Ibelieve, nearly
300 apprentices:

“Tam
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* Tam happy to state that the apprentices under my charge have behaved themselves
well, and have performed their work willingly and well for the given number of hours they
are obliged to labour, ever since the 9th of October 1834. Iam also glad to say, that
Ihad no case of insolence from any of the apprentices under my charge since the com-
mencement of the apprenticeship system.”
The second is from the manager of Bull Dead, a large property through which I lately

rode to see a beautiful field, containing 295 acres of coffee without a single weed:
“ Tn reply to. your letter of yesterday, making inquiries with regard to the state of this

property, and the forwardness of the work in comparison with last year, and a few years
previous, I beg to state that, in my opinion, it is now as forward as it was at this time last
year, and, on an average, for a number of years,

“ T have great satisfaction in stating that the apprentices have every disposition to work,
and have latterly done as well as I can reasonably desire. I pointed out to you the other
day, on riding over the property, a field of 295 acres of coffee without a wee ; this speaks
well for the state the property is now in, and at the same time for the work of the
apprentices.”

The third is from Mr. Wheatle, of Knock Patrick, and its contents speak well for the
work of the apprentices belonging to that property :
“In reply to your request to know how the apprenticeship system has worked on this

property, I feel much pleasure to state that it has exceeded my expectations, which the
following remarks will show.
“ When I first took possession of this property, 12 years ago, we had thena field of old

coffee, containing 212 acres; at that period we were in the habit, and previous to that, of
having the assistance of the Government negroes (a property belonging to the same concern)
to work here.
“ We have now a new field of coffee, containing 260 acres, to take care of, being

one-fifth more than the quantity I took possession of} this field is in high cultivation, as
may be seenatany time Ever since the commencement of the apprenticeship, we have not
had a single hand from Government to assist in the work, nor from any where else; and
the present crop of coffee has been taken off, and sent to market, with only an additional
expense of 3/. paid for extra labour to the head man on the barbican.
“ T have only had occasion to complain ofsix individuals to the special magistrate during

a period of 22 months, and one case only for neglect of work; 1 therefore expect, under
steady management, we may reasonably hope the remainder of the apprenticeship will
work out, not only satisfactorily to the special magistrates, but beneficially to those
concerned.

“ ‘We have here upwards of 100 Africans, most of whom are about 50 years of age; so
that, taking this into consideration, you will join with me in saying that some merit is due
to the apprentices in carrying on so extensive a cultivation.”

Ibelieve the crops and work usual for this time of the year are as forward as, on an
average, for a number of years. Some properties are backward, from the continued heavy
rains we have had.

There had been no magistrate on many of the properties for three or four months previous
to my writing ; I had, in consequence, some trouble in hearing the number of complaints
for offences committed during that period. All that trouble has now vanished ; for, during
the last month, out of 63 properties visited, there were 60 on which no complaints were
preferred, and the sentences passed did not amount in all to 30 days in the house of
correction.
What inference is to be drawn from the fact, that one individual, having, I may say, the

sole jurisdiction and power of punishment over a population of upwards of 5,000 apprentices,
scattered over an extensive tract of country, should be able to keep that country in the
order which, I am proud to say, my district is now in? The inference to be drawn, and for
the correctness of which I contend, is, that in no part of the world can a peasantry be found
more quiet, peaceable and obedient to the laws,
The great point, in my opinion, at which every special magistrate should aim, is the

creation of a good feeling between the masters or managers and the apprentices; to the
‘ood and kindfeeling which (with a few exceptions) at the present moment exists between
ose parties in my district do I in a great measure attribute its flourishing state, and that

confidence in each other which every day increases between the kind, conciliatory master
and the good apprentice. The bad policy of withholding the allowance they were accustomed
to receive in the time of slavery is not known; and, on my last visit to Bloomfield, I saw
the proprietor of that property serve out to all the free children the same quantity of clothin:
that the young apprentices got; such acts tend to make the people happy and contente ,
and give them a greater impulse to do their duty than the fear of the most degrading and
cruel punishments.
_ When his own interest is likely to be affected, it is astonishing to observe the fund of
Ingenuity and intelligence which the negro can call to his aid and display.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. W. Grant, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 22, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from John Gurley, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,

My Lord, Stoney Hill, St. Andrew’s, 30 June 1836.
Having but lately arrived in this parish, I cannot as yet speak from experience as to the

information required under the 27th section of your Lordship’s instructions. I have, how-
ever, endeavoured to make the best use of the short time I have been here in getting
acquainted with the district now under my superintendence ; and if I might be allowed to
Judge from the few and very trifling complaints that have come before me on either side, and
the general satisfaction expressed by those in charge of properties, with regard to the pro-
portion of labour done by the apprentices, that the system in this district is working as well
as its most sanguine supporters could desire. ;
The law seems now to be so well understood on all sides, for protecting the apprentices

from ill-treatment and securing to them their allowances, that complaints of that nature are
become very limited.
As far as I have been able to ascertain, the cultivation is as forward as usual at this time

of the year.
With respect to the negro grounds, I have lately observed that the people have become

far more industrious, and in several instances I have heard complaints of their having too
much land in cultivation.

Complaints, I am happy to say, are decidedly on the decline.
I have, &c.

(signed) John Gurley, Special Justice.
I take this opportunity of informing your Lordship, that most of the properties having

consented to the classification, as directed in circular, No. 3,054, I hope to get through the
greater part of that duty during the ensuing week. ‘
 

Enclosure 23, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from Richard Hill, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 4 July 1836.
My occupation in the secretaryship for the special justice department restricting my

magisterial duties exclusively to the town, my quarterly report will necessarily be confined
to the influence produced by the law on the character and conduct of that part of the eman-
cipated slaves who fill the situation of domestic servants. The moral evils of slavery stamp
their strongest character on the inhabitants of cities. The existence devoid of hope, the
merit without distinction, the qualities that only enhanced the price, and rendered the pros-
pect of emancipation from bondage more distant and improbable, all had a tendency to fix
the character of those who were under the obligations of slavery at the lowestpossible
standard; while the allurements of vice in dense communities, and the thoughtless leisure of
domestic slaves in towns, served to feed the excitements of passion, and to gratify its appe-
tites. If the freedom conferred by the Act, which substitutes apprenticeship for a more inde-
finite bond-service, has not been accompanied by an elevation oFcharacter, which may seem
proportionate to what is to be expected from the change in the law, the fault is in the inde-
ible moral stain which slavery has left behind it, and which must continue to affect a more
perfect state of freedom, and even for a time to give to liberty in many respects the character
of licentiousness. While I endeavour to show what may be the worst anticipations which
must attend this important change in the institutions of colonial society, I am appy to say
that I observe many incidents in the feelings and sentiments of the community which give
confidence of improvement for the future. The law is now for the first time felt to be a pro-
tection, and in proportion as the weak rely upon it, against the aggressions of those who
have not been tutored to feel the full importance of their social relations, the power of those
rendered irreclaimably mischievous bythe schooling of bondage will be checked, and, under
a better system of prison discipline than that which prevails, all the further evil influence of
the one state of slavery will be arrested in its progress for ever. Not from its capability,
then, of elevating the demoralized out of their debasement, so much as from its power to
rescue the yet uncorrupted, and to secure for them a proper tuition for the duties of life,
is the blessing of enfranchisement to be estimated. There are many who happily expe-
rience that the good character they maintained ina state of bondage has a high value in a
competition for employment; and already the community possesses a large body of persons
depending on menial service for subsistence, whose characters for fidelity and diligence work
beneficially for the moral vigour of a free state of society.
Among the wealthier classes there are but few—it might be said, no, complaints of the

master against the servant, or the servant against the master. The law has cancelled the
irresponsible domestic authority in the former state of things, and both parties have resorted
to those common grounds of interest and convenience which are found in a state of mutual
confidence and reciprocal respect.
Among the humbler classes of the community, there are those who depend on the labour

of their servants to realize, by a periodical payment of wages, the means of subsistence ;
with these the bond of social duty is deplorably weak. The prospect of a cessation to this
dependence, by the termination of the apprenticeship, increases the avidity of the master;
whilst the sort of trust which he is obliged to repose in the servant, who has to make for him-

self,
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self, as well as for his former owner, the most of his hire, is a fertile source of magisterial
interference. Like all instances of overstrained trust, it is abused; and as the regard of the
master for the ease and comfort of the servant is not induced by any of those feelings of
mutual obligation, kindness and dependence, which exist in a more intimate relation of ser-
vice, the bond of duty is only kept close by the vigilance and the coercion of the law.
Hence it is, that charges of neglect in sickness and infirmity are made on the one hand, and
the responsibilities of the 57th clause of the Island Act are invoked on the other, and
punishment avoided for breaches of duty, by pecuniary compensation being made for the
time lost, through the faithlessness rather than the indolence of the servant.
Where the moral corruptions of slavery have left traces of the deepest debasement, I have

found indifference to all instruction and improvement to have so grossly prevailed, that in a
community abundantly provided with the means of religious knowledge, the parties have not
even cared to acquire the nominal distinction of Christians. A recklessness of character is
impressed on all the habits of these persons, As they do not try to cloak their indifference
to all moral obligations under any sort of religious profession, they are invariably persons
under the correction of the police. As their numbers, however, have considerably decreased
since the Sabbath was rescued by the law from desecration, the feature of one day in the
week dedicated to rest and Christian instruction, which society has exhibited since the people
were declared free, has produced the beneficial effect of a decrease of their numbers. Where
one spark of moral feeling has existed, where its perceptions have not been wholly extin-
guished, the opportunity of learning their social duty, through the precepts of Christianity,
has at least diminished the numbers of avowed heathens, and, it is to be hoped, increased
those of more than merely professing Christians.

It is consolatory to turn irom this picture of the evils of slavery on the generation born
and bred within its corruption, to the prospect of those now growing up, to whom its name
and its remembrance will be only a tradition. The schools which have been organizedevery
where, especially the infant schools, will eventually banish the grossness of African igno-
rance, and animate society with excitements that must work well for developing the peo-
ple’s energies and the country’s resources. The exhibition of the 600 children composing
the scholars of the Metropolitan School in this town, 450 of whom are said to have been the
children of persons under the obligations of service as non-predial apprentices, which was
made at the halfyear’s recess on the ist of this month; their cleanly appearance, their decent
attire, their well-regulated manners, exhilarated by the enthusiasm ofa first display of intel-
lectual improvement, all showed the new energies that are destined in a few years to invi-
gorate colonial society, and to produce results which no previous history of these islands has
yet disclosed. It is in these instances that we see that freedom leads us into no false calcu-
lations of interest, and that, politically, the abolition of slavery is not even a sacrifice of the
advantage of the present for reversionary blessings in the future.

I have, &c.
(signed) Richard Hill, Special Justice,

and Assistt Secy for the Special Justice Dept.

 

Enclosure 24, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from C, Hamilton, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 30 June 1836.
In obedience to the instructions contained in Mr. Secretary Nunes’ circular, No. 3,439, of

date the 1st instant, I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency that the apprentices in
this district generally are as well disposed as any in the island; and I have no hesitation in
ee that theylabour willingly, and have considerably improved since my report in

arch last.
I am happy in being able to state that the managers and apprentices are now quite con-

versant with the law and its consequences, and more kind feeling appears to be manifested
between them; complaints have decreased considerably; the apprentices are not much dis-
posed to prefer frivolous complaints ; their cause of complaints is chiefly confined to them-
selves, stealing from each other's grounds; and complaints generally on the part of the
managers and overseers are principally against women not turning out to field labour at shell-
blow, and women sitting down in a state of pregnancy, some three and four months.
The crops on almost every estate are finished, with the exception of three; being short-

handed,they are now busily engaged picking and sending to market. The quantity and
uality, on an average, will be equal to many estates for the last two years, and on others

the diminution of crop must consequently be greater, owing, no doubt, to the soil being con-
siderably worn out ; but I am apprehensive the quotations from the English market prices
current of produce will make up all deficiency. . .

The prospects for the next year’s crop, from my own observations, and the information
I have received from expérienced planters in this district, will far exceed those of the last
year, owing to the late fine seasons, and the healthy, rich and luxuriant appearance of the
canes and coffee trees throughout the district. .
As a proof of the working of the system, combined with the fine seasons, the following pro-

perties have very recently supplied new plants:
Lower LuckyValley (sugar estate) has planted about six additional acres of canes; the
eee return will treble those of two or three years ago, without the assistance of jobbing
abour.
521. Dallas
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Dallas Castle (sugar estate, coffee, &c.) was about being thrown up; but the cane-fields
having been recently revived by a few acres of new plants, the prospects will be considerably
greater than the last year.

Penhill coffee plantation, @ short-handed property, has put in about 28 acres of new
coffee plants, with the addition of some trifling jobbing labour. The fields throughout the
parish are in a high state of cultivation. ;
The free children, I regret to state, are brought up in a state of absolute idleness; they are

neither of use to themselves nor their parents. A school in the lower district is very much
required; it would tend materially to benefit their morals, and in bringing them up to habits
of industry.

I have, &c.
C. Hamilton, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 25, in No. 528.
Cory ofa LETTER from James Harris, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis cf Sligo.

My Lord, St. Thomas in the Vale, Jamaica, Charlton, 30 June 1836.
I wave the honour of submitting to your Lordship a special report on the state of my

district. The industry of the apprentices has my first attention ; in this respect I must confirm
my last previous special report; they have been pursuing their daily labour with quietness,
and I should say, from the small number of complaints for insufficient work during the past
three months, that they have given general satisfaction to the planters; although to ask
these gentlemen their opinion on this point, they would be certain to declare, from what
motives I will not pretend to judge, that the labourers do little or no work; yet the strong
fact speaks for itself, that they are content; they know that eight hours can never produce
the quantum of labour that ten or eleven did. Some of the overseers have very recently
declared to me, that the apprentices were turning out well to their work, and working pretty
fairly ; not much reason to find fault, and so forth ; in some cases this declaration has been,
nodoubt, honestly and intendedly made; in others, incautiously so; there being a general
disinclination to admit that the system can work or is at all working well. There is still,
however, great room for improvement in the industry of the apprentices during the legal
number of hours for labour, and which I am satisfied would be attained were the system
more generously treated. It strikes me, were the owners, attornies and managers cordially
to join, and supply all the deficiencies and imperfections of the Abolition Law, inter alia,continuing in their fullest extent all indulgences granted under the old system, such as
nurses for the children, cooks, water-carriers, usual allowances of salt things and all other
indulgences, giving them the alternate Friday, &c., that the cheerful and willing industry ofthe apprentices will be ensured ; otherwise a ground of complaint of insufficient work will
always exist.
Such offences and complaints as are cognizable by a special justice have for the lastthree months certainly been on the decrease (however the contrary may be asserted by thoseopposed to the system) within my district, which my weekly reports will corroborate; theusual character ofsuch offences continues the same as formerly reported,—late in commencing

labour of a day, particularly in the morning; insufficiency of labour; absences, &c. &e. ;
there are, however, many and repeated cases of petit thefts, which, if cognizable by a special
magistrate, would seriously enlarge the number of offences and complaints.

I have no reason to deviate from my previous reports of the kind treatment of the mastersand managers of the apprentices; there are many whose philanthropy calls forth m
warmest praise ; there are others again not quite so generously disposed; could the deep-
rooted prejudices of by-gone days be entirely eradicated, and the labourers considered intheir proper light, as brother freemen, a happy state of things would be produced.
As to the state of the cultivation of the negro provision grounds, I am sorry to say thatlatterly they have been visibly neglected; complaints of which are frequently made, but noattempts to put a check to this rowing evil have been met with the co-operation of theemployers; the 38th section of the Abolition Law is declared solely for the benefit of themaster, if he chooses to avail himself of its provisions. The statements that the apprentices

have grounds to cultivate, and abundance of time, and that it is their own fault to run outof provisions, seem to satisfy the generality of individuals in charge of apprentices; but thefact of their having abundance of time isliable to be questioned. The eight hours’ system ispernicious, and directly contrary to the spirit, true intention and meaning of the BritishAbolition Act; the four and a half extra hours per week for the cultivation of their groundsare entirely lost to the apprentices for such purpose, being given in the middle of the workingdays of the week, when the apprentices cannot go to their grounds; the working nine hoursa day would remove this difficulty, and the people, having the half of every Friday, or thewhole of every alternate one, would have no excuse for not labouring in their grounds ;, theSaturday should be free to take the fruits of their labour to market, or to cultivate the land,at their option; the Sunday to religious improvement. With one or two exceptions, theproperties in my district are upon the eight hours’ system, to which they appear determined toadhere. A determination on the part of the magistrate not to take away (but as seldom aspossible) the Saturday for insufficiency of labour, only causing such insufficiency to be madeup during the working days out of the apprentices’ time, not exceeding ten hours per week,would, in my opinion, be a salutary as well as a legal and justifiable opposition to the eighthours’ system. So long as any opposition is given to the present system, and to the full,free and liberal working thereof, so long will there be a source of murmur and discontent.
The
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The state of cultivation of the different properties atthe present time, as far as I have
been enabled to ascertain, is alleged to be much more backward than this time last year, andthe reason assigned is, that the ratoons havebeen neglected and will fail 3 that t ey have
not been able to payattention to them3. but it is at the same time admitted, that everyproperty, confidence being greater, has ina larger quantity of plants than last year; the
crops are finished; and the result of my inquiry is, that generally there has been a falling off
from the amount of last year’s crops. On some properties pretty fair crops have been made;but, my Lord, my sources of information on this point have necessarily (from the apparentunwillingness to admit that the system can work) been scanty and unsatisfactory, thealmost certain universal crying out against the system being the consequence of any inquirywhich is necessary to be made relative hereto; however, | believe all the planters aresanguine, from the larger establishment of plants, that, with favourable seasons, which asyet they have not been disappointed in, nextyear’s crops will be large,

I have, &c.
(signed) Jas. Harris, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 26, in No. 528.
Copy of a LETTER from C, Hawkins, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,
My Lord, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. O., 28 June 1836.In compliance with your Excellency’s letter of the 1st instant, to send a return agreeableto the 27th clause of our instructions, as to the industry, increase or decrease of crimes,offences generally, the good or bad feelings between master and apprentice, state of negrorounds, whether complaints have increased or diminished, in what state labour is more orfess forward than last year, and average returns of crop:—

I beg leave to inform your Excellency, that, with one exception, the apprentices are willingand eager to work for hire, and, if not hired on their own properties, hire themselves to workon others,
I have remarked their anxiety to be em loyed, that jobbers may not be called in.Most happy amIto state that crimes have much decreased since my last report to yourExcellency, and those that have been brought before me not of any serious nature.Of late I have perceived some degree of discontent among the apprentices, but not of thatmagnitude as to call for corporal punishment; and have only on one estate beenobligedto pass sentence; I trust that, by my pointing out to them their error, I shall not have anyOccasion to again find fault with them.
The state of feelings between master and apprentice, and, from the observation I havemade, the few complaints on either side, I am justified in saying that the feelings from themaster to the apprentice are generally kind and considerate, the apprentices respectful andattentive, on most of the properties in my district,
The negro grounds are not kept in that state of cultivation they were previously ; pro-visions are scarce, and high prices ; I account for this, that, during crop and Saturdays, theapprentices hire themselves on estates. ;
everal estates have finished crop, and from every information, the whole will have finishedby the 1st of August.

Complaints have much decreased on both sides since I had the honour to report last toyour Excellency.
The crop for the present year has fallen far short of the estimates; in general, a short crophas been taken off; the average I should suppose about from five to eight per cent.From a much larger quantity of land having been put into cultivation for canes this yearthan last, there is every prospect of an increase of crop for the year 1837; on some estates50 acres, others 10, 20 and 30 acres have beenplanted. The seasons have been extremelygood, and the general expectation of a good return for next year.I beg leave to state to your Excellency, that in this populous parish there is not to myknowledge more than one public school fortheeducation either of the free or apprentices ;there is one branch at Rio Bueno, and one at Stewart Town; there is much need of one inmy district, as 1 have every reason to believe, was there one, it would be well attended,Mrs. Pine kept one while in this nei hbourhood; had about 40 young people, free and2pprentices; but from their parents’ inability to pay an amount equal to the teacher’s demand(ttle as that is), I believe to be the occasion their young children cannot. get that education80 much desired, as to make them good and useful citizens hereafter.

I have, &c.
(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 27, in No. 528.
Copy of a LETTER from George Ouseley Higgins, Esq., Special Justice, to the

Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Spanish Town, 30 June 1836.In obedience to the directions contained in your Excellency’s circular of the 1stult.,0. 3,442, I have now the honour to forward such observations on the state of this district8 my experience in it has enabled me to form.
aving been now acting as special justice in St. Catherine’s for five months, and havingacquired a knowledge of the peasantry and the proprietors generally by my experience as521,
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special justice in other parts of the island, I have, I think, the means of estimating the

character of those of this district. I regret that I cannot give your Lordship the assurance

that the great political change which the law has effected in the condition of the negro has

been met with that corresponding good feeling on the part of the masters, which, while it

should increase the confidence of the apprentice in the person he serves, should ultimately

supersede the vigilance of the magistrate. Due protection and impartial justice towards

him in the discharge of his duty is all that he requires from either.

Whilst, however, I make this remark, I am happy to say, that the reliance which the

apprentices place in the power which the law possesses to maintain their interests, and the

confidence they repose in those appointed to administer it (when these act faithfully and

impartially), is daily working the greatest change in characters. I have it therefore in my

power to commend them generally for conducting themselves in an orderly, industrious and

decorous manner; they are obedient, submissive and respectful to persons in public autho-

rity, and would not be wanting in an equal degree of confidence in their employers, if an

anxiety was shown to acquire it from them. In making this statement, I consider myself

bound to put your Excellency in possession of some of the general facts from which I draw

these conclusions.

I find the proprietors, managers and overseers in this district (with few exceptions) much

more firmly wedded to the former plantation discipline than they are in the other parts of the

island where I have had the same opportunities of judging. There is no parish in the island,

I am of opinion, in which greater reluctance is shown to carry into effect the liberal spirit of

the law, and no parish in which strongerdisposition is manifested for the degrading and.

debasing punishments of the old system. Their manner of speaking to the apprentices is

still marked with haughtiness and contempt, and their demeanor towards them still indicates

the idea of negro inferiority, engendered by the habits and recollections of slavery.

In proportion as these things induce, on the part of the apprentices of this district, a

diminution of confidence in their masters, in the same proportion they increase their con-

fidence in the authority of the law; if, therefore, they have sought a public occasion to give

expression to this confidence, and to mingle theirfeelings with the enthusiasm of those who

have thought that your Excellency’s administration of the government has served to augment

this dependence on the law, and thus to foster in them sentiments of patriotism and obedience

to the law, it has resulted from the state of things which I have endeavoured to show in

this report; their position in this parish, under the daily inspection of the government, and

their means of judging for themselves, render this so natural a consequence, that it is less to

be wondered at, that, on the recent occasion of a public address to your Excellency, they

should have pressed forward amongst those who desired to see your Lordship still at the

head of the government, than that they should have remained indifferent spectators or

regardless hearers of the report that your Excellency was about to relinquish the government

of this island. I have felt myself called on to advert to this subject, as, since it has been so-

prominently brought forward in the political discussions of the country, I should lay myself

open to a charge of inattention to the occurrences of my district, and to a proper watchful-

ness over the progress of that great measure of humanity, the Abolition of Slavery, if I did

not allude to it in the report of this quarter, and give it a place in that report as one of the

most decisive indications of the effects of that great measure which it has fallen to the lot

of any of the special justices in the island to have noticed in the duties of his office.

With respect to the agricultural condition of the district, I feel pleasure in being able to

state, that on the pens and plantations of which this district is principally compused, the

usual diligence ig manifested amongst the apprentices; and if the sugar crops in it should.

turn out this year below an average, it is more to be attributed, I consider, to the extreme

weather, both dry and wet, which has prevailed to an unusual degree this season, than to any

want of application on the part of those on whom the cultivation of the soil depends.

I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 28, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from William Hewitt, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, St. George’s, 1 July 1836.

I nave much gratification in being able to continue to make to your Lordshipa favourable

report of the apprentices and properties in my district.

The apprentices have conducted themselves with the greatest propriety during a periodof

nearly three months, when I was confined to the house by indisposition; and though I held

a court at home twice a week, no business was brought before me. I have now resumed my

duties, and find, on visiting the estates, that there is scarcely one complaint either by the

managers or apprentices, though some of these properties have not been visited by a special

justice for 14 weeks. This proves how completely all excitement has subsided.

The estates are generally looking well, and will, it is expected, make an average crop-

There will be a slight deficiency on one or two, which will be made up by the surplus on

others. The preparations for next crop are forward, and we may confidently expect thatit

will be larger than that of the present year. Th
e
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The value of landed property in this parish continues to increase; every thing which is

brought into the market is eagerly bought up. Iam personally aware of the value of a small
property having risen very nearly fifty per cent. since the month of March last year.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Hewitt, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 29, in No. 528.
REPORT of District from John R.Hulme, Esq., Special Justice, to theMarquis

of Sligo.
THE appearances ofthis districtBenerally are decidedly of a much more favourable nature

than I have yet seen at this period of the year. The preparations for next crop are, [ maysay, without exception, on a more extensive scale, and on those properties that finished crop
early the cane-fields are in a forward state of cultivation. On some weak-handedestates,and those who were late with the crop, the field labour is backward. The apprentices varymuch in their quantity of work; complaints latterly have been for insufficiency of work,but they are not so numerous as formerly, and I have rarely had occasion to order corporalpunishment. Since crop, the apprentices have received their regular supply of clothing, andthe usual indulgences. On many estates they have worked freely for wages in their owntime, and on others they have refused ; among the latter, there are many who cultivateextensive provision grounds, and carry a great quantity of provisions to market. I have no
hesitation in saying, that in this district, if the seasons continue favourable, and a fair pro-portion of work is done, that there will be a considerable increase in the quantity of producemanufactured next year. ; .

(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 30, in No. 528.
Cory of aLETTER from 7. Watkin Jones, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Skgo.

My Lord, Rio Magno, St. Thomas in the Vale, 13 July 1836,Havine been called upon by your Lordship for a special report, I beg leave to make thefollowing observations as to the state of my district. As to the appearance of the apprentices,it is extremely healthy, and they seem perfectly contented, which plainly shows that theyare well provided for by their masters, and not distressed during the working hours; still Ithink they are not increasing in industry; nor has there been an increasing willingness ontheir part to work in their own time for wages, for I have known some reject to work for2s. 4d. per diem, for falling woodlandfor the purpose of planting coffeeupon one property,although, having earned that sum each, when the day of reckoning came cy created a dis-turbance, and it required some trouble to arrange the matter amicably. e pimento hasthis season blossomed most luxuriantly, and every planter was certain, in his own mind, ofmaking a large crop, but down poured the May rains in torrents, accompanied with storms,the influence of which divested the trees of almost leaf as well as fruit, and there is nowscarcely a berry to be seen. The falling off of the crop is estimated at two-thirds. As tocoffee, the crop will be an average one, although, having suffered much from the rains, thetrees and grass growing so quickly, the former running all to wood, the latter growing almostas high as the trees ; however, another blossom now appeared, which will add much to thefruit already formed, as the planters, from the present serenity of the weather, say there isno chance of a second blight. On most sugarProperties, the crops are nearly if notwhollyover; the sugar made is beautiful, good grained and fair; the crop is an average one, butmore so, if we take into consideration how much higher sugar sold for this year than last;and the preparations for next year’s crop certainly on a larger scale than that of last.Coffee properties may be averaged, as to preparations, with that of last year. The feelingof the masters and managers is very kind and indulgent; the apprentices have received theirclothing allowances, medical care and attention, and indeed, on most properties, more thanthe law allows. They have their grounds and provisions in abundance; some two or threehorses to carry their provisions to market. Ve few, indeed, are without donkeys, all ofwhich are allowed to run and feed on the employers’ astures. They have likewise dogs,oats and poultry to an unlimited extent. The negro, if it be not his own fault, can be theappiestof all working peasantry, living in a climate where clothing is almost superfluous ;working but 403 hours during the week ; his master obliged by law to find him in all thenecessaries of life; the multiplicity of cooling nutritious fruits and wild vegetables, whichabound in this country, gives him an opportunity of living for six months withoutthe-slightestexertion on his part to cultivate them. No tax-collector waits at his door; no sheriff toarrest him for debt; no wood-ranger to prevent his collecting as much fuel as hepleases;all that is asked from him is, to work diligently for his master, and steer clear of theft;yetam sorry to say that crime is on the increase, there having been no less than five feloniescommitted in this district (principally breaking into stores belonging to properties) since mylast report; and I would humbly submit to your Excellency, that every vigilance andnention should be used to put an end toa crime so baneful to the interests and peace ofhe colony,
) I have, &c.

(signed) J. Wathin Jones, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 31, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from DanielWinderKelty Esq., Special Magistrate, to the Marquis
of Sligo.

9 Allowe, Robin’s River, P.O.
My Lord, Parish of Westmoreland, 30 June 1836.

AGREEABLY to the instructions contained in your Excellency’s circular, under date of the
1st June, No. 3,666, I have much pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that the a pren-
tices in my district are in general giving satisfaction to their several employers, and, with
few exceptions, continue to conduct themselves with much propriety.

There appears to me to be a kind feeling existing between the master and the apprentice,
and, from what I can observe, the apprentices are treated well.

In general the offences that are brought under my notice are of a trivial description; and,
taking every thing into consideration, I think the apprentices in this district may be considered
as peaceable, obedient, and in most places contented.

n some properties the apprentices work for hire, but, I regret to say, not as general as.
I would wish.
With regard to the sugar estates, I beg leave to state to your Excellency that there are

only four in my district.
n Windsor Forest estate the crop has been taken off well, and has exceeded the last

return, and there is also a good prospect for the ensuing crop.
On Lennox estate the crop has also been taken off, and has exceeded the last return by

many hogsheads. On this estate, also, the overseer tells me there is a good appearance for
next year's crop.
On Grandvale estate there will be also an increase of produce; the crop will be finished

in a few days.
On the Bog estate alone there has been a decrease of produce, in consequence of the

searcity of canes this year, and which, I understand, is to be attributed to the indifferent
working of the apprentices last season. However, the overseer now tells me, that from the
appearance of the canes he expects to make a good crop next year. The apprentices on this
estate are at present working well.
The ginger crops in this quarter have been in most places good, and the apprentices used

every exertion to get this article of produce manufactured in proper time.
The apprentices are zealous in their attendance at the different places of worship, and at

the schools, when they can with any convenience attend.
I have, &c.

(signed) § Daniel Winder Kelly, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 32, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from H. Kent, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Chester Vale, Port Royal Mountains, 28 June 1836.
Ix conformity with the 27th rule of the instructions issued by your Excellency for the

guidance of the special magistrates, I beg to state that the apprentices throughout this
district continue to conduct themselves peaceably and orderly. Complaints have not
increased since I had the honour of making my last report.
The coffee crop has fallen much below what I was led to expect in making my former report.

I stated the deficiency would be about one-third of last year’s, whereas, onan average, it has
not equalled one-half

Should favourable weather follow these heavy rains, it is probable a fine blossom will be
thrown out, and a good bearing of coffee follow, which is generally looked for every alter-
nate year.

I have, &ec.
(signed) HT. Kent, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 33, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Laidlaw, Esq.,to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Moneague, 5 July 1836.
In compliance with Mr. Hill’s circular of the ist of June last, I have the honour of

submitting to your Excellency the following report on the general state of this district.
It affords me sincere gratification to have it in my power to inform your Excellency, that

the relation between master and apprentice seems to be now on a much more satisfactory
footing than at any former period of the apprenticeship, and no disposition is evinced on
either side to prefer complaints of a frivolous nature for the purpose of mutual annoyance.
The cases to be adjudicated are in a great measure confined to the smaller properties, and

very few instances now occur of complaints against whole gangs fordeficiency of labour,
thus affording the strongest evidence of the satisfaction of the managers with the work
actually performed. The general demeanor of the people is civil and obliging, and they
appear to be becoming gradually more fitted for the proper use of that entire freedom to
the enjoyment of which they are now so rapidly approaching. Vv

ery
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Very little extra labour is at any time required in this district, but I believe nodifficulty
has been experienced in procuring it where a fair and adequate remuneration has been
offered. The provision grounds of the apprentices are generally in good order, and the
managers, with few exceptions, have shown every disposition to encourage industrious habits
by working the people four days and a half in the week in the place of five, as in some
parishes, thus affording ample time for the cultivation of the negro grounds. It is, how-
ever, to be regretted that thefts from provision grounds cannot now be punished in a sum-
mary manner, as there are always some worthless characters on every property who prey
upon their neighbours. A great many valuations have taken place within the last quarter,
rincipally of females, and in the greater proportion of cases the amount of the valuation

fas been paid.
T have still to lament the total absence of the means of education for the children who

have already become free, without which, it is to be feared that they will he but illprepared
for the enjoyment of liberty. I regret to observe, that their parents take very little pains to
accustom them to habits of industry, and most of them are sitting down in perfect
idleness.

I have, &c.

(signed) Henry Laidlaw.

 

Enclosure 34, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Edmund B. Lyon, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

Palmetto River, Blue MountainDistrict,
My Lord, St. Thomas in the East, 30 June 1836.

Waen it is considered that the abolition of slavery, coupled as it was with the precau-
tionary measure of apprenticeship, created only an appellant jurisdiction in the special
justice, but did not change the obligation of the same servant to devote himself to the same
master that he served when a slave, it cannot be expected that much change can have
occurred in the feelings and opinions under which both act. I am, therefore, induced to
trust the conclusion which my two years’ experience in the duties of my district have led me
to form, that the change at this time has effected as much for the master and the servant
as this imperfect condition of liberty can ever accomplish. I see no difference in the people
or their employers, and begin to fear that this compulsory labour system can never be hetter;
neither party submit to the change with entire cordiality of fedling. The obedience yielded
to compulsion in the one case cannot have much of the cheerful acquiescence of the free-
man, and the authority exercised in the other gives so few opportunities for modifying the
habits of the ancient slave master, that both opinion and feeling are not favourable to a better
development of motives to fit one for service, and the other for command, than that which
the protection and authority of the law have already created. As I cannot be accused of
over-estimating the zeal of the labourer, I trust I shall not be condemned for an undue dis-
paragement of the master; both are but the creatures of circumstances.
My motive for putting this view so prominently in my report at this period of the measure

is to check all erroneous anticipations in public opinion, and to show that as there can be
nothing now for hope, so there can be nothing to induce a sentimentof disappointment,
if neither complaints nor punishments should lessen with the shortening of the term of
apprenticeship. . — .

look upon the releases which have been already effected, and which are daily increasing,
as the truest evidence of the beneficial progress of freedom. The disadvantage which the
negro’s position obviously has under this compulsory labour system leads him to effect his
release from his trammels, regardless of the cost. The proper object to which the magistrate
must direct his attention is the prudent use which he makes of his emancipation. The
numbers of these released persons are not yet so great as to showprominently, but if they
advance at the rate at which they are moving on to the termination of the apprenticeship,
they must determine the public feeling of the peasantry, and fix his idea of the uses and the
advantage of freedom. .
The sugar crop has not quite terminated in this district, but is sufficient] advanced to

enable a correct opinion to be formed of the result, which, I am happy to say, does not exhibit
the deficiency so very apparent in other parts of thisparish. The number of estates that have
made an increase on last years’ produce is equal to those that have unfortunately decreased.
One effect of sanguine feeling is, I think, unwise in policy. Nearly every estate has made
extreme exertion, and with success, to establish a greater number of plants this season than
usual; with diminished means, prudence would dictate the propriety of a contraction of
surface, and a more scientific mode of cultivation. The present monotonous treatment of
soils essentially various, and ofttimes chemically opposite, must have a sensible effect on
the quantity and quality of the cane-juice, and not unfrequently disappoint the expectations
of the planter.

I have, &c.

(signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 35, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from R. Sydney Lambert, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis ofSligo.

My Lord, . §. E. Division, St. Mary’s, 30 June 1836.
Iv obedience to your Lordship’s directions issued through Mr. Secretary Nunes’ circular

of the 1st instant, No. 3,447, I have the honour to report that the general state of the district
under my immediate charge may be considered as satisfactory, which is much strengthened b
the fact ofthe progressive diminution in the number of complaints presented for adjudication,
the majority of which, free from any serious feature, arise more from indolence and inatten-
tion to ordinary duties than from wilful opposition to the law. Throughout the past quarter
only one instance of bad feeling (and that of a very transitory nature, arising from a long-
accustomed course of unsettlement, “a change of overseer,”) has occurred.
The industrious habits ofthe negro seem in this quarter to keep pace with the opportunities

offered him of improving his own condition; a visible improvement has taken place in their
inclination to work in their own time for wages, and when paid in proportion to the work
done, the quantity performed fully demonstrates their powerful abilities to execute with
ordinary exertion far more than is expected from the ablest persons when employed at task-
work,
The greatest attention is paid by the apprentices to their provision grounds, with which

they are abundantly supplied, and which are every where kept in a state of high
cultivation.
As regards the state of labour, a comparison with last year shows an evident improvement

in the present state of cultivation, dependent in degree on the systems of “managing the
people,” as has been forcibly displayed on “ Lewisberg ” estate, now and for about three
months under the direction of John Douglass, esq., planting attorney and resident overseer,
where the work of the estate is performed to his perfectsatisfaction, without any reference to
a magistrate, whose attendance there now is a complete matter of form (whereas, previous
to this gentleman’s taking charge, the people were the most troublesome in the district), and
where the crop is expected to be double that of preceding years.

I have, &c.
(signed) 2. Sydney Lambert, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 36, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from Samuel Lloyd, Esq., Special Magistrate, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Chapelton District, Clarendon, 1 July 1836.
In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have the honour to acquaint your Lord-

ship what I conceive the state of the district committed to my jurisdiction since my last
general report.
Your Lordship will, I trust, not expect a general report of my present district, having

been but a few days here. I shall therefore enter into detail only as regards that district of
St. Andrew’s, where within a few days I was officially connected; and where I beg to
assure your Excellency the greatest order and regularity prevailed. The estates were well
worked, and every property in the highest state of cultivation, with an improvement in both
morals and habits of the apprentices, surpassing the most sanguine expectations ; schools
were erecting on the properties at the expense of the proprietor, and an anxiety evinced to
encourage and enlighten the rising generation; and here I beg leave to quote a passage
expressed by the gentry of that district, at a meeting of the parishioners convened by the
custos on the 8th ult.: “Industry has been encouraged, obedience enforced, and good
humour engendered on the part of the apprentices ;” which passage, my Lord, speaks much,
coming as it did from persons who were not altogether friendly to the new system at its
commencement. I trust ere long that such a passage may be applicable to this district.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.
 

Enclosure 37, in No. 528.

SPECIAL REPORT from Alexander N. Macleod, Esq., Special Magistrate, 1 July 1836.

Old Harbour Market, 6 July 1836.
Tae present report can consist of little beyond a repetition of that which was given in

January last.
The general conduct and behaviour of the negroes display a considerable improvement

on their part in industry and moral feeling. The proof of this averment is found in the
following circumstances, which, though specified in the last report, I shall here again
enumerate.
The number of complaints against the negroes is less considerable, and they are of a less

serious character than towards the commencement of the a prenticeship. I must neverthe-
less admit, that in my district the complaints, in thehalf year just ended, are somewhat
more numerous than in the six months immediately preceding.
They perform a much greater quantity of work within a given time than they used to

accomplish in the same space of time before the commencement of the apprenticeship. ;
heir
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Their own grounds are, generally speaking, in a higher state of cultivation than they
ever were at any former period. —

The negroes, absent from their masters as runaways, scarcely form a sixth part of the
number that were in the habit of absconding before the 1st of August; and the practice of
obtaining admission into estates’ hospitals, upon false pretences of sickness, is become
infinitely less common than during the time of slavery.

Negroes of both sexes evince a considerable desire to marry, and many hundreds of
couples who had long lived in a stateof concubinage have recently had themselves united
in wedlock. In general, too, they manifest the utmost anxiety to receive the inestimable
benefits of education and moral instruction.

In respect to the conduct of the planters, I am happy to have to state, that in my district
the number of complaints by apprenticesagainst masters has gone on diminishing since the
time of my last report, although at that period the number of their complaints was greatly
less, as is mentioned in that report, than towards the commencement of the apprenticeship.
It is now more than a twelvemonth since I have had occasion to impose a single fine for the
ill-treatment of an apprentice by his master; and the conduct of managers in general
towards those placed under them is marked by temper and discretion, and in numerous
instances by kindness and indulgence; a circumstance for which particular considerations
will show them to be deserving of the highest praise. I mentioned in my last report the
impression generally prevailing among the planters, that the year 1840 must bring with it
the almost entire extinction of sugar propertyin Jamaica. This impression is now still
more general than it was six months ago; and it is my own humble opinion, that without
extraordinary exertions, and some sacrifices on the part of the mother country, the fears of
the planters are likely to be realized. The population of Jamaica is so extremely scanty in
comparison with the vast extent and almost incredible fertility of the uncultivated land in
the island, that, reasoning from the first principles of political economy, we cannot doubt
that, on the establishment of perfect freedom, the wages of labour must rise to a height
at which it will be impossible to carry on the cultivation of sugar under existing circum-
stances. The probability, or rather the certainty of the anticipated rise, may be inferred,
as it appears to me, from these three circumstances alone; viz. the present pay and appoint-
ments of the police, the rate of hire for jobbfng gangs, and the fact, that, from one end of
Jamaica to the other, not a single free person is to be seen working in the field for wages.
These considerations, among many others, lead me to concur with the planters in the view
they take of their present situation ; and I am decidedly of opinion, that without considerable
exertions and sacrifices on the part of the mother country, such as an immense immigration
by Parliamentary aid, and a material reduction in the duties in the principal articles of
colonial produce, the landed proprietors and planters of Jamaica are threatened, at the .
termination of the apprenticeship, with general ruin. But, as I have already observed in
my last report, whether the views and anticipations I have here mentioned be correct or
incorrect, certain it is, that they are really and truly entertained by the planters of
Jamaica; and, under these circumstances, the temper and discretion, and, in numerous.
instances, the kindness and indulgence which they show to the apprentices, entitle them, as
a body, to the highest praise.

In regard to the future progress of the apprenticeship, and the manner in which it may
continue to work, I stated in my last report, that, viewing the immense abstraction of
labour decreed by the Abolition Act, it would be vain, even with the best conduct on the
part of the apprentices, to expect the same returns from the land as were obtained in the
time of slavery, Since writing thatreport, I have seen reason to form the opinion, that
even during the apprenticeship the produce of the island must annually diminish ; but this
diminution will be the effect of the falling off in the ratoons of caries planted by slave
labour, and, consequently, will in no way be imputable to the working of the apprenticeship
system, in respect to which I shall repeat my firm conviction, that between the present
moment and the year 1840, a much greater produce will be obtained than was ever realized
in-an equal space oflabouring time at any former period of the history of Jamaica.

(signed) Alexander N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 38, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from William Marlton, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 1 July 18386.

I wave the honour to forward my special report, in obedience to your ordship’s
commands,
Since making my last report, the conduct of the apprenticed labourers has been most

satisfactory. They have been industrious and cheerful at their labour, apparently waiting
patiently for their ultimate freedom. I am happy to say, I consider the feeling between
the masters and apprentices, at present, to be good. The managers find it their interest to
Conciliate, and the apprentices see the advantage of the same course. The consequence is,
extra labour is procured without difficulty, and at a moderate cost; the apprentices work well,
and are happy in their old allowances of fish, &c. &c. The nine hour system is general in this
district, which gives so much satisfaction to the negroes, that they labour for ten hours in
Place of nine on most properties in the long days. I do not observe much variation in the
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increase or decrease of offences since my last report; trespassing on cane and com pieces,
occasional absence from work, and impertinence to constables, are those delinquencies
which occur in all times and countries, but bear no proportion to the population here. I
think the negroes, generally, are exemplary in their conduct, and that their managers are
satisfied this is the case. The negro grounds and gardens are well cultivated, and the
apprentices are eager to obtain money as wages. The cane-fields are clean, the crop going
on favourably, and the expectation‘for next year abundant. The working of the abolition
measure appears to me to be in that settled and regular state, that a few words will convey
to your Lordship my report of the state of the district. I am sorry to say, that the
present appears to occupy more of the attention of the planters than the future; they have
not vigorously entered into the question of education, and preparation for freedom in 1840,
They expect the special justice will keep the apprentices up to their work; but, unfortu-
nately, the planters have not done much to assist in cultivating those qualities in the
apprentices on which must depend the prosperity of Jamaica when the apprenticeship
ceases.

Thave, &e.
(signed) W. Marlton, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 39, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from H. Moresby, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Kingston, 1 July 1836.
I nave the honour to forward, according to your Lordship’s request, a quarterly report of

the state of my district; I have much pleasure, my Lord, in stating, that I find a gradual
improvement in the feelings and treatment of the owners towards their quondam slaves, and
the consequent improved conduct of the apprentices towards their owners. ;

I am still of opinion that the apprentices, as a body, and amongst the class of domestics,
are almost worthless, but which fact must in a great measure be attributed to the total want
of education and utter absence from all proper restraint they, as slaves, have so long
experienced.

he apprentices, as domestics, have been really taught nothing, and have evidently been
allowed to follow the bent of their own inclination whenever it did not clash with the interest
and feeling of their owners; it surely, therefore, cannot be expected that two short years can
change them from the sleepy and indifferent attendants which they have been, and in most
numerous cases now are, to the active and zealous servant in an English establishment
at home. :
Much good, my Lord, may be expected from the extended system of education which is

now in progress through Kingston, and the anxious desire of the parents of the rising genera~
tion that their children should be educated, which is confined at present, in their ideas, ta
the capability of reading and writing,

I have, &c.
(signed) § #. Moresby, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 40, in No. 528.

Corr of a LETTER from James Nolan, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Olive Park, Vere, 1 July 1836.
I gave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of date

Ist June, No. 3,423.
In reply thereto, I have much gratification in stating, for the information ofyour Excellency,

that the crops are all off in this district, with a few exceptions; the reason of the delay on
these estates is to be attributed to the circumstance of the properties manufacturing between
40 and 50 hogsheads more than last year. The average crop has been made throughout,
and on many estates, as above mentioned, even exceed, The quality of the sugar is of the
very best description. I am also happy to observe, that thepresent appearance of the cane-
fields looks highly promising for next year’s crops, and, aided by the usual seasons, I con-
fidently hope, my Lord, a considerable increase of sugar may be expected throughout the
parish of Vere.

I am glad to state that the conduct of the apprentices in this parish gives general satis-
faction; this reflects credit not only on themselves, but on their masters and managers,
whose treatment of them meets on all occasions with my approbation. As a mark of satis-
faction with the improved conduct of the apprentices, they have been served out at each
cropover with ample allowances.

tealing of produce, however, has been unfortunately revived in this parish; this I chiefly
attribute to the facility afforded by the free population to the apprentices of disposing of
stolen produce; I must, however, remark, my Lord, that there are only a few concerned in
this stealing system, and that I cannot with justice pronounce it to be a general fault amongst
the apprentices.
The benign fruits of education, although yet in its cradle, are beginning already to be

visible in the negro character. The good example of the more enlightened works forcibly
on the less so There appears to be a spirit of laudable emulation im the improvement of

their
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their morals, and even now marriage, s0 little known before, is daily becoming more in use
amongst them. This, my Lord, is pleasing to see, and it tends greatly to corroborate the
opinion I always entertained, that the new system will work from year to year better until
the year 40 arrives; and I am confident that the negro, enjoying liberty, will become a
better man, and prove, by his conduct, to the world that the predictions of many, foreboding
misery to the country after the year 1840, are totally ungrounded.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) James Nolan, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 41, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from John Odell, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Haughton Grove, Western Interior District, 30 June 1836.

I nave the honour to state that, since the transmission of my last quarterly report, the
peace of the district has been uninterrupted.

I also conceive that I shall be justified in saying, of the majority of offences committed
by apprentices which have come under my cognizance for the last three months, that they
have been by no means of a serious character. In support of this assertion, I cannot weil
adduce a more pleasing and at the same time a more convincing proof than the fact of my
having been able, in almost all cases during the time mentioned, to dispense with the
degrading punishment of flogging.
Of the preparations and prospects for next year’s crop, I should be glad to have it in my
ower to make a more favourable report than the result of my inquiries leads me to do.
find that two causes (one of them beyond the power of human control) have concurred to

prevent, on most properties, the hope of realizing more than, if as much as, an average crop.
About four months back this district was visited by the measles, which, spreading to an
extent before unknown, filled the plantation hospitals with persons of all ages and sexes,
and thereby so materially checked agricultural labour for many weeks, that, as far as. the
ensuing crop is concerned, the result produced will, in my opinion, be perfectly irretrievable.
The other cause, to which a deficiency may be attributed, appears to rest with the planters
themselves.

Last year it will be recollected, that, whether from supineness on their parts, or from a
want of confidence in the working of the new system, and the latter I am inclined to think
is the more probable reason, a very insufficient quantity of plant canes was, technically
speaking, put in; as a natural consequence, a great deficiency, say 12 hogsheads in the hun-
dred, has taken place in the crop now concluded. In endeavouring, as relates to the ensuing
crop, to remedy the fatal mistake which unsound views led them to commit in reference to
the former one, I fear that, whenever the result of that crop can be ascertained, it will prove
how injudicious has been the mode adopted by them to effect their object. Generally speak-
ing, every exertion has been directed to establish a large supply of plant canes, while the
cleaning of whole fields of ratoons has been neglected; so much so, that I amcredibly
informed by a most experienced party, that the amount of the latter description of cane
rendered useless will more than counterbalance any good results which might have been
anticipated from the extended cultivation of the former.

J have, &c.
(signed) § John Odell, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 42, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from Thomas M. Oliver, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Hertford House, 4 July 1836.

I wave the honour of transmitting my report for the last quarter, and have much satisfaction
in stating, for your Excellency’s intormation, that the district under my charge I have every
reason to speak well of, both as to the industry of the apprentices and general kind treat-
ment of their managers, and to that I must attribute the good feeling that appears to exist,
as the apprentice begins to understand that it is both to his interest and comfort to attend
to his duties; complaints become less frequent, and it is a thing of rare occurrence, a negro
complaining against those placed in the management of them, which evidently speaks
favourably for both ; there are some few cases occasionally that call for corporal punishment,
but to a very great extent less than heretofore, and I believe as much wished by the gentlemen
in charge to be done away with as possible, but never resorted to, except in cases of actual
necessity. The negroes continue to cultivate abundant provisions, and earn considerable
money in many instances by hiring in their free time; some of the properties have put in
alarge plant for next year, and, with a suitable season, will considerably increase the
amount of produce made this, and which somewhat exceeds last year’s, on some properties
particularly, th &

ave, &c.

(signed) Thomas M, Oliver, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 43, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from E. D. Philp, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Siigo.

My Lord, Leeward District, Westmoreland, 5 July 1836.
I nave now the honour of making a return to your Excellency of the state of my district,

and it is with much satisfaction I can acquaint your Excellency, the apprentices are giving
general satisfaction to their masters and managers; their labour they pursue with much
cheerfulness, and their demeanor in every way most respectful. I have also to inform your
Excellency, the negro grounds are in a good state of cultivation. With respect to the
masters’ treatment towards the apprentices, I beg to assure your Lordship thcy receive man
indulgences, and every opportunity afforded them to hire for liberal wages. It is with addi-
tional pleasure I can state, crime has considerably decreased, consequently corporal punish-
ment is rarely inflicted.

I have, &c.
(signed) &. D. Philp, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 44, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from S. Pryce, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Trelawny, Jamaica, 30 June 1836.
In reporting to your Excellency the state of this district for the past quarter, I crave

reference to my report to your Lordship, dated 31st March last, and which I have now the
honour most fully to confirm.
Continued and.uninterrupted tranquillity pervades the whole of this populous and exten-

sive beat, so far as the apprentices are concerned, and I have reason to have every faith in
a continuance of so valuable a state of society.
Where the state of their grounds admits of it, the apprentices are working readily in

their own time for money, and on several estates they work the whole of Friday (inplace of
drawing off at half-past ten o’clock) for a dozen herrings, and have done their work satis-
factorily ; indeed, my Lord, the conduct of the apprentices, generally, has been such as to
give me much satisfaction; there has been only one instance where I have had to call in the
aid of the police, viz. at the Covey, and there they had only exercised a passive resistance,
for, fromthe circumstance of their numerical and physical strength, they had not been
required to work extra time in taking off the crop, a privilege enjoyed by most of their
neighbours.
The confidence in the probationary state, as latterly evinced by the planters, is manifest

by the continued and increased exertions and extended cultivation all round this district,
much land having been well established for the ensuing year’s returns,

I regret that an equal confidence is not so apparent in the free labour system, from the
general feeling to make the most of the apprenticeship, without reference to their ultimate
interests, which, I humbly submit, equally applies to the proprietor and the apprentices, for
the well-being of the one must be consequent on the success and happiness of the other;
and I am fearful that, collectively, the planters are not looking beyond the 1st August 1840,
to meet which crisis, I regret to say, I do not perceive any particularly valuable or praise-
worthy preparation, excepting in some few instances.
My Lord, the crops are closed, and are closing, tolerably satisfactory; the quality of the

produce has been exceedingly good every where; and though this year’s returns have been
decidedly much below the usual average, arising from natural causes, which I have already
had the honour to explain to your Excellency, I cannot help feeling that it might be con-
sidered as a “ political crop,” or the “ forlorn hope” of the probationary state.
On several estates they have exceeded the last year’s returns, though many, I regret to

say, have fallen sadly short of the crops of previous years.
We have been blessed with delightful seasons for the ensuing year’s returns, for which the

prospects generally are highly flattering; indeed, my Lord, the face of the country now,
compared with a corresponding period last year, admits of no doubt of the thriving state of
the cultivation of this district generally.
My Lord, with reference to the Act in aid, which the legislative assembly were com-

pelled to pass without alteration, I very humbly beg to submit to your Excellency, that with
respect to the fifth and sixth clauses, as the rising and setting of the sun regulates the com-
mencement and termination of labour, the shells should regulate the cessation middle day,
and those hours be distinctly named to prevent complaints or abuses creeping into the

system. My Lord, I submit to your Excellency, that it is of great consideration to prevent,
if possible, the apprentices from a suspicion even of their being wronged. My Lord, the
apprentices must be taught to respect the shell, and not be permitted to make laws for
themselves, which has been too much the case with them and the managers on some estates.
My Lord, I also beg leave to state to your Excellency, that with reference to the eighth

clause, that “ sanatory restraint” ought to be particularly defined, to prevent misunder-
standing or disputes, where a difference of opinion might arise between the medical prac-
titioners and the special justice, I submit an extract from an hospital book, in this parish,
for your Excellency’s information:
“ Keep all those people with small sores in the stocks; give them an hour at breakfast-

time, and another in the evening.” M
my
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My Lord, I entertain the highest respect for the faculty, but your Lordship will agree
that the medical practitioners are employed and paid by the proprietors.
My Lord, I consider it my duty to point out to your Excellency, that with regard to the

39th clause of the Abolition Act, authorizing the apprentices who “ commit any offence ”
to be locked up, is subject to much abuse, and that an offence should be distinctly defined.
My Lord, I submit that it is cruelty and wrong to lock up an apprentice for alleged inso-

lence alone, and that without food or water !
My Lord, with respect to estates’ constables, I very humbly submit to your Excellency,

that being principally head men, they should not be subject to be put to common field
labour at the whim or caprice of the manager, if even that power can be exercised after an
appeal and trial before the special magistrate on his decision. I also beg to inform your
Excellency, that it is the practice of this district, when the crops are finished, to put the
coopers to field labour; and other mechanics have also been ordered to the field on giving
any displeasure.to the managers. This privilege the planters claim as their undoubted right;
and as I differ with them in opinion, I deem it my duty to notice the circumstance for your
Excellency’s consideration, conceiving it to be, as I do, a severe punishment on a valuable
mechanic to be subjected to common field labour, and as such, I respectfully submit, never
was the custom of the old times.

I beg to repeat toyour Excellency the assurance of my continued and best exertions in
furtherance of your Lordship’s orders in my district, for the good and well-being of the
apprentices and proprietors, with a view to the benefit of the island generally.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. Pryce, Special Justice.

 

Extract from a LETTER received from Mr. Pryce, dated 12 July 1836. No. 6,985.

My Lord, my attention was called to the medical order by Mr. Joseph Bridge, the resi-
dent attorney and overseer on Gale’s Valley, who informed me that it was in the handwriting
of Mr. Peter M‘Laren, one of the assistants of Dr. Thomas Willis. On examining the
hospital, I found no person in confinement, and Mr. Bridge intimated his disapproval of the
measure, and that there were no stocks in the hospital.

Istated to Mr. Bridge that I held him responsible to the law, and if that order was
obeyed, I should sentence him to paya price of 51.

 

Enclosure 45, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from William Ramsay, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis
of Sligo.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 3 July 1836.
Ix conformity with the 27th article of the printed instructions to the special justices, I

have 50 the honour to transmit my report to your Excellency, for the quarter ending the
30th June.
Not having been absent, except on a tour of police inspection through part of the county

of Middlesex at the commencement of the quarter, my present report must be confined to
those facts which have come to my knowledge in the performance uf my duties in this
town.
_ Lhave the satisfaction to report that the apprentices continue industrious, and are improv-
ing in their condition, behaving themselves respectably and well; they have a confidence in
the law, and are satisfied that they receive its protection.
Complaints are confined to those persons who allow their apprentices to hire themselves

out for wages, which they do not always punctually pay; the only remedy in these cases is
to sentence the apprentice either to serve his employer after the expiration of the apprentice-
ship, or to make immediate satisfaction for the loss of time sustained by their absence;
when an explanation to this effect is given, the apprentice, I find, generally manages to pay
the full amount due rather than lengthen the duration of servitude. These cases form no
proof of a disinclination to labour on their part, but a mere disinclination to labour wholly
for another’s benefit.

I regret to state, that several serious assaults have lately been committed on apprentices;
two have come under my immediate cognizance which were committed by persons not
entitled to their services, and in both these cases the master endeavoured to screen the
aggressor by pleading that such cases were not cognizable by a special magistrate, whose
Jurisdiction, under the 20th clause of the Abolition Law, they contended, was exclusivel
over offences committed by apprentices or by their employer, in such theirrelation to each
other. I however felt it my duty instantly to issue my warrant against the parties on the
affidavits of the complainants, and, as a local magistrate associated with another, tried the
cases under the Act for holding petty sessions, and the parties were fined.

y personal observation on the present existing state of a school in this town enables
me to report to your Lordship, that out of near 600 pupils present at_an examination at the
metropolitan school (established on the principle of the British and Foreign School Society
mm England), there were upwards of 400 the offspring of apprentices of this parish; thus
verifying the opinion, that the non-apprenticing of their children by the apprentices arises
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from their power to support them, and, I may add, educate them, as the exhibition on this
occasion proved the existing state of information on the partof these children to be far be-
yond what I expected to find, and ever was enabled to notice in any former report to your

xcellency.
I cannot conclude this report without expressing it to be my firm conviction that the

grand cause of the present difficulties ofthe island is owing to the little interest the overseer
possesses in the property he directs. As matters stand at present, they (in immediate con-
nexion with the apprentices, removable at pleasure, and altogether dependent on the tem-
porary interest and caprice of the attornies, the representatives of absentees) have but that
fleeting interest which is altogether inconsistent with the future and permanent welfare of
the country. Their becoming the ‘lessees of estates with prospective interests could not
fail to alleviate or altogether remove many difficulties; as lessees, their interest would then
lie in consulting (as dependent on their own future welfare) the interest of the apprentices,
and therefore the good of the country at large; whereas now, they only consult the interest
of those who temporarily employ them.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) William Ramsay, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 46, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Stanley Rawlinson, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Brownstown, 2 July 1836.
In answer to letter of Ist ult. No. 3,414, referring to 27th rule, I beg to state, with

reference to the industry of the apprentices, the prevailing and general complaint of pro-
prietors and overseers continues the same as in my last report; viz. that the apprentices do
not work cheerfully and well during the short time they are engaged ; and that they might,
with the greatest ease, get through much more work than they do at present. Offences
consist chiefly of apprentices absenting themselves; of insolence, more particularly from
women, and watchmen (a very general complaint) neglecting their duty. No complaints
against their masters or overseers, on the part of apprentices, since my last report. There
being only seven estates in this district, the majority having reduced their cane-pieces, the
crop will be less than last year; the remainder, consisting of pen and pimento, is kept in
tolerably good order.

I have, &e.
(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 47, in No. 528.

Copy ofa LETTER from J. Reynolds, Esq., Special Magistrate, to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Torrington, Goshen, 5 July 1836.
In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have the honour to report to your Ex-

cellency, that my district is in a perfect state of tranquillity; and I feel much pleasure to
state to your Excellency, that there exists a good feeling on the part ofthe overseers through-
out my district towards the apprentices ; with regard to the apprentices in my district, I beg
to state to your.Lordship, that they are anxious to labour in their own time for wages ; and
when so employed, I have never had a single complaint from those gentlemen who employed
em.
With regard to the grounds allotted the negroes for the cultivation of provisions, they

are very ample, and in general, the apprentices of my district have abundance of provisions;
and I know that many of them take to market quantities of provision for sale. 1only
make one exception ; Tallude to a Mr. , of a place called ——-——, who is the
owner of a lange gang ofjobbers, and their grounds appeared sadly neglected; on inquiry,
I was informed that the apprentices were jobbed far from ——-—, and therefore had not
time to pay proper attention to their grounds.
With regard to the appearance of the coming crop, the planters appear apprehensive, as

there has been no rain for nearly three weeks. Complaints have diminished in my district
since my former report. I have remarked lately that there appears in many places a wish
amongst the apprentices to purchase their freedom.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Reynolds, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 48, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from Richard St. John, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis ofSligo.
My Lord, Mount Holstein, St. George’s, 30 June 1836.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, dated 1st June,
No. 3,412; and I am happy to state that the complaints in this district have considerably
diminished since my last quarterly report; the prevailing complaints are chiefly for acts of
neglect where there are no immediate superintendents over the apprentices, such as odd

jobs,
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jobs, watchmen and cattle minders, &c. The apprentices’ grounds are generally in good
order, and there appears a friendly understanding between them and their managers.
Working for wages 1s now better understood, and there is no lack of encouragement by the
roprietors, as large sums are weekly expended in this district, not alone in keeping up the

usual state of cultivation, but in considerably extending it.
The properties are generally in good order, but, as far as I can understand, the appearances

for next crop of coffee are by no means favourable ; this is chiefly attributed tothe almost
unprecedented continuation of wet weather, there having been scarcely three dry days in
succession since the beginning of the year.

I have, &e.
(signed) Richard St. John, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 49, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER fromW.H. Sowley, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.

St. Ann’s, 30 June 1836.
Tue different estates in this district have been making sugar, and of a very superior

description in general. The cane-fields are all in good order. Good crops will be made;
at least there will be no diminution this year. The seasons of late have been very unfavourable
to planting, and unless the district is visited with good rains shortly, very serious appre-
hensions may be entertained of the fate of the young canes for next year’s crop.
The pimento crops will not be so general; there will be at least one-third less than last

year; there was a good prospect at first, but a great quantity withered.
The apprentices continue to behave themselves to the satisfaction of their masters and

managers. With very few exceptions, crimes have considerably decreased, and complaints
are fewer. Those of particular moment are chiefly confined to the watchmen at the pro-
vision grounds, who either themselves plunder them, or neglect them most shamefully; the
apprentices making repeated complaints ; and very many of their grounds have been destroyed
by this system of abuse; and, I regret to state, that in many instances the apprentices have
sold themselves out of provisions, and I am afraid they will shortly feel the inconvenience
of this.
On one estate in this district, the parents ofthe free children have sanctioned their coming

to the works when the mill has been about, for the purpose of doing any light duty that may
be required of them, and are recompensed by any little trifle out of the house. This is to
be attributed to the mild and conciliating conduct of the overseer in his management of the
apprentices under his charge.

(signed) W. H. Sowley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 50, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from Joseph Rawlins Thomas, Esq., Special Justice, to the
Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Falmouth, Trelawny, 30 June 1836; 4 July 1836.
I #ave the honour at the present date to make to your Lordship a special report of the

state of the district delegated to my superintendence in the parish of Trelawny; and
it is with extreme satisfaction I am enabled to state, that in every quarter of my beat the
utmost measure of tractability, peace and good order discover themselves among the
apprentices,

The apprentices afford their masters and employers general satisfaction, and the latter are
relentless in the way of kindness, consideration and indulgence, even to the most unworthy
oftheir separate gangs.. Complaints against the apprentices are decidedly on the decrease,
and the principal discrepancies among the people cor‘ined only to the very worst of them,
and in whose nature the propensity appears inherent, are running away, and general skulk-
ing from their work. The industry of the apprentices is alive; but Iam sorry to say some
complaints have been made of the cultivation of the apprentices, provision grounds having in
@ degree fallen off, arising from their increasing avidity to work in their own time for hire on

eir properties.
Your Lordship may rely, I shall enforce the accustomed cultivation of the apprentices’

grounds on all occasions of finding them neglected or falling off.
The labour usual for this time of the year is forward, and, from seasonable weather last

month, the prospects of the ensuing crop are most cheering; but rain is now in crying requi-
sition in every quarter to ensure such rospects. .
Many of the estates in this district have finished crop, and doubtless all will have, in 14

daysmore. The loss generally is averaged a full third; but the produce is proverbially
excellent.

_ Uregret to be obliged to close this communication to your Excellency with the observa-
ton, that religious disputes and controversies are occasionally taking place between Baptists
und Wesleyans, and, unless energetically treated both by the special magistrate and the
Separate pastors, they may fearfully increase.
My part shall be done, my Lord, be assured, in the mildest, yet most effectual treatment

I canadopt.
jal. Tam
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I am not aware of any points of moment further to bring before your Lordship; thus will
do myself the honour to subscribe myself, my Lord,

Yours, &e.
(signed) Joseph Rawlins Thomas,

Lieutenant R. N. and Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 51, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from Robert Thompson, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,
My Lord, Black River, 27 June 1836,

Your Excellency having called for a special report of the state of my district, according
to rule 27th of our instructions, I have the honour to comply with your Excellency’s order.
From the particular locality of my district being laid out principally in pens and small set-

tlements, and consequently no crops raised, excepting corn or provisions, I cannot report
generally of the quality or forwardness of the crops. The only estate in my district I re-
ported last quarter as being rather backward in the taking off of its crop, from the death ofthe overseer, who had long managed it, and other peculiar circumstances ; and the same causeshave still kept it behind, aided by very wet weather, which prevented the mill fromworking,
Every exertion, however, is making by the present overseer for next year’s crop, seeing it
impossible to make any thing more of the past.

he past wet weather has been peculiarly favourable to the pens in producing a great
abundance of grass every where, except along theplains of Pedro and the adjoining pens,which have felt the effects of the last two weeks’ heat, and the parching of the hot sea~
TeeZes.
That there has been a great diminution of complaints will be seen from the casesreported

inmy weekly reports; and I feel notalittle proud in stating that many of the managers of
my district are becoming, week after week, less desirous of punishments, A scold, an advice,
or, in particular cases, a lecture, is almost all that is asked. The same feeling prevailsamong many of the apprentices towards their managers; and were it not for a growing pro-pensity to theft (increased by runaways and vagrants from other quarters, who come to
secrete themselves in the rocks, dells and bushes of the savannahs, and lower declivities ofthe Santa Creux mountains), I could report notalittle favourably of their conduct; but the
frequent occurrence of plunderings and:thefts in that quarter are nota little grievous. Thenegro grounds are now in pretty good order, as far as I have been able to examine, ‘beingmuch busied by classification; and the whole of my district is in as great a state of‘peace
and prosperity as could well be expected.

I have, &e.
(signed) Robert Thompson, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 52, in No. 528.

Cory ofa LETTER from Henry Waddington, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis ofSligo.

My Lord, Port Antonio, Portland, 30 June 1836.
In compliance with your Lordship’s commands conveyed in Mr. Secretary Nunes’ letter,

No. 3,409, and date 1st June, Ihave the lionour to transmit my quarterly report ending
30th June.
As I was only in this district a few days before the close of the last quarter, it is not in

my power to inform your Lordship whether the apprentices are more or less inclined to in-
dustrious habits; their disposition is in general very respectful, but it does not appear to me
that they have lately shown much inclination to labour; indeed, the complaints lately pre-
ferred against them for neglect and insufficiency of work convinces me of this. Three shil-
lings and four-pence currency is paid for digging 80 cane-holes; this work can be performed
before eleven in the forenoon. On some few properties they have worked for money; the ap-
prentices belonging to those estates in the vicinity of the bay or town of Port Antonio, they
prefer attending the market on Saturdays; and many pass the day in idleness; they are per-
fectly aware of and comprehend the nature of their situation, ard understand fully the duty
they should perform; but lately, as I have already observed, they have not behaved in the
way they ought to have done ; they have certainly taken the advantage of the want of a magis-
trate. 1 being myself confined for some days by illness, and my predecessor having re-
signed, some properties had not been visited for a period of two months; the consequence of
this has been the disgusting necessity I have been forced ‘to, ofawarding severe punishments,
but with the most sanguine hopes that this timely severity will prevent many punishments
in future. I have invariably found the proprietors and overseers to be men of humanity and
feeling in their treatment of the apprentices. With the exception of two trifling instances,
{ do not know ofa single cause of complaint. They have excellent grounds ; some will clear
ten shillings at market on Saturdays.
On those properties where they work nine hours, including Friday, they receive all the in-

dulgenceswhich were allowed in former times; but where they only work eight hours, salt
or herrings are not issued.
With respect to the morals of the apprentices, I do not know whether they have improved ;

they certainly are not quarrelsome. I have never seen an instance of an apprentice being
intoxicated;
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intoxicated; but they still retain the pilfering habits of stealing canes, corn, and sometimes
provisions, from the grounds belonging to other apprentices. A large proportion of the con-
gregation at church on Sundays is composed of apprentices; and weddings are getting very
frequent among them. . .
At seven properties, complaintshave been made for neglect and insufficiency ofwork since

the 1st of April; these are the principal offences; on three properties no complaint has
ever been preferred; and on the remaining ten, the complaints have been of different descri
tions. The quantity of sugar expected to be made this year, it issupposed, will not exceed
800 hogsheads in this district, with the three new properties, Fairy Hill, Beston and Castle
Comfort, lately added.

I have, &e.
(signed) Henry Waddington, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 53, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Walsh, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Windsor, 29 June 1836, Salt Gut, P.O.

Inave the honour to transmit to your Excellency a general report of the state of my
district; and in submitting a correct statement of facts to your Lordship, it gives me parti-
cular pleasure to state, that from 18 months’ experience, in my magisterial capacity, between
the masters and apprentices, that I am now enabled to report favourably of the unanimity
and equality at present finding its way by stealth, on both sides, in some instances; a circum-
stance so beneficial to the future safety and happiness of this beautiful island.

I will pass over the many and harassing annoyances that I have received from some, as
I am confident that the more enlightened inhabitants of Jamaica disapprove of so unjust
a course towards the Act of Parliament; and when they consider the capital and confidence
that is daily finding its current into this colony, supported by the merchants of England—
men as noble for their foresight as well as that of their christianity—this of itself, my Lord,
will cheer up the desponding mind, and will turn its talents to the path of virtue. No man
in Jamaica can ever want, and I'may safely say that it is the poor man’s home. Iam happy
to acquaint your Excellency, that the apprentices have far surpassed any expectation that
could have at first presented itself from the situation of slavery. Your Excellency’s superior
knowledge must admit, that the grand tact of slavery was ignorance, anda total abolition of
God’s word, without which, however educated, we must be slaves to Satan for his evil
porposes. England’s humanity raised the slaves of this island, and I can only inform your

rdship, that a better-disposed peasantry would rarely be met with ; I only regret that we
have not more of them; the apprentices display very great signs of industry, and are every
day becoming more moral; their grounds are in a high state of cultivation; crime does not
exist more in Jamaica than amongst the peasantry of other countries; as far as relates to
my duties between the mastersand apprentices, both parties seem more appeased than when
Thad last the honour of forwarding your Excellency my general report.

I do not anticipate any very great decrease of the produce of this island this year, and
things will improve; but it is as well to remark here, that from the arrowing of the canes,
acircumstance to be attributed to some unaccountable causes, the estates will, and have
suffered; but this lamentable fact could not be remedied by any system or any labour; it has
puzzled the most experienced amongst the planters; to this calamity only may any very
great deficiency be attributed ; in my opinion, it was occasioned by the cold and wet weather
of the months of February and March.
1am anxious to bring under your Excellency’s notice the difficulty that the absentee will

have to encounter after the final term of apprenticeship, and however feelingly, it is my
painful and imperative duty to do so at once, that they may have some idea to guard against
the future; I am inclined ‘to. come to this conclusion’ from the unhappiness of many of the
apprenticed labourers on the absentees’ estates, that at the final term of apprenticeship, the
labourers will locate with the most benevolent landlords; and the only preservative to so
injutious a proceeding is for the absentees to come out and win the peasantry, or to dismiss
every tyrannical attorney who does not meet emancipation with friendship. T ey are in duty
bound, for their own interests, to appoint benevolent men in so responsible a trust; we should
now civilize, and learn that the art of governing free peasantry is by setting them a loyal
example towards the King and his ministers. . .
_ Lam anxious to bring under your Excellency’s favourable notice three benevolent attornies
mm my district, the Honourable Henry Cox, and a large proprietor, James Cockburn, esquire,
of Kingston, and John Oldham, esquire, of St. Mary’s.

_ It is with pleasure that I acquaint your Excellency, that all classes of society seem more
circumspect on the Sabbath day of late. .
_ In conclusion, my Lord, I entertain no doubt of the continued peace and happiness of this
island, and I do not entertain the slightest fear but that the produce of Jamaica will flourish
after the final termination of the apprenticeship; and I sincerely trust that apeculiar class of
Society will get sense, and lend your Excellency’s cordial support in the o edience of our
Monarch. ishing your Lordship health and happiness in your arduous and many difficulties
i your government in Jamaica.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Henry Walsh, Special Justice, St. Mary’s.
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Enclosure 54, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from Arthur Welsh, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis ofSligo.

My Lord Marquis, Manchester, Warwick, 29 June 1836.
I nave the honour to subjoin the following report, as required by your Excellency.
In this district every thing is progressing satisfactorily, and I consider matters so settled

down,and soperfectlyunderstood as regards the apprenticeship system, that any further remark
would be supererogatory; in fact, the thing is for that period clearly defined on all sides.

It is, however, much to be deplored, that as yet the necessity of man’s earning his bread
by the sweat of his brow is by no means instilled into the mind of the rising generation.

Mothers bringing their children to the field, or leaving them in swarms naked and idle in
the negro-houses, indicates little prospect of their bemg hereafter useful or industrious
members of society. Be it remembered, that children six years of age at the period of
emancipation will be twelve years old at the termination of the apprenticeship, without having
ever experienced the necessity of earning a subsistence, and consequently, having been all their
life idle, will be very much inclined to remain so. The parents seem blind to their personal in-
terests in not compelling them to work for hire, and it is to be feared their eyes will not be
opened till they find them plundering themselves, and possibly burning their houses; there is
certainly a strange fatuity on this pomt, which demands deep and immediate consideration. .
The education of the children, also, is by no means as general as it should be, nor can it

be so until some system, on a much larger scale than any thing I see at present in contempla-
tion, be adopted.

Satisfied as I am that much has been done, yet much remains to do. There ought
to be a sort of hedge school at the junction of every four or five properties, and the free
children made to perform a certain quantity of agricultural labour, according to their
abilities, on each property, to pay for their tuition.
Though the present state of the island presents an unparallelled feature of tranquillity,

it is by no means safe to slumber on a volcano; it will therefore be wise to consult the oracle
of probability as regards the future. Some people write that the compensation-money was
given to “ ensure freedom, not to continue the cultivation of sugar.” If by freedom is meant
a cessation of industry, and the indulging in every idle propensity, let agriculture cease; but
if it mean the liberty of the subject, agreeably to the institutions of civilized society and the
laws of the country, I know no country on the face of this globe—I know of none where
it is so fully and perfectly enjoyed; therefore, if the revenue this country yields is worth the
attention of Great Britain, the sooner decisive steps are taken to ensure a continuance of
agricultural labour after 1840, the better and more conducive to the interests of all parties
will it be. It isa matter of much congratulation to the inhabitants of Jamaica, that con-
fidence in the stability of West India property has gained such an ascendancy as to induce
the monied interest at home to establish a Banking System and a Steam Navigation Com-
pany for the colonies, than which no measures could be more beneficial to both the pro-
prietors and the public. For myself, I do not despair of seeing a West India Steam Com-
pany extending its commercial relations to the very shores of China.

In 1840 we may expect that a large portion of the negro labourers with their families will
leave the smaller islands to windward, and repair hither, where they can acquire better
lands, ‘and get higher wages; we may also expect to locate a considerable number of the
captured Africans.

Yo counteract the increase in the colonial population, and make assurance doubly sure,
thereby suppressing the possibility of any faction gaining an ascendancy that would subvert
the prevailing order of society here, has induced me alreadytosuggest to your Excellency
the propriety of forming a colonial corps, to be organized and officered in Great Britain, as
a substitute for a police and military force, to bepermanently stationed in these islands; of
course it will be advisable to unite therewith all the officers and men at present enlisted
in the police of the island.
A force so constituted could be distributed over the face of the country, and would be a

great advantage to society, inasmuch as both officers and men being residents would become
settled with their families, and thus answer all the purposes projected by European emigration.
The expense would be less to the Crown, as the island would at once see the policy offinding
them quarters, and supplying the commissariat; let the mother country have the control of
them, and pay them. Asto the defence of the island against an external foe, the militia
have already proved their efficiency, and no other force could be so advantageously employed.

_ Again, the parishes of the island require to be subdivided; they are far too large, and the
interests of different parties frequently come into collision.

Establish, my Lord, a rural code, compelling all to labour for hire (at a certain rate of
wages, of which a scale should at once be struck) who are not possessed of the visible means
of procuring an honest subsistence. This will be very desirable when you have the means
of carrying it into effect. It will be hailed by the good negroes as a boon, and will
onlybe a act ofjustice to the bad, saving them from the certain results of idle and profli-
ate habits.

8 I would further, my Lord, recommend a survey of the island, to divide it into small dis-
tricts; the establishment of turnpike roads every where, and a police barrier at each, and for a
certain time. As the law should equally apply to all parties, no person whatever to be allowed
to pass from barrier to barrier without a dated passport, like a turnpike ticket at home.

he state of this island undergoing and still having to undergo a change unprecedented
in the annals of history, measures must be adopted to meet its exigencies. M

y
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My Lord, let not mistaken philanthropy, or the republican spirit of the age, counteract
them. Many may cavil at any thing like compulsion, but it will only be mercy in the end
to guide and control, for their own benetit, an inexperienced multitude in positive infancy,
as regards any general knowledge of the relations of society. Thus may this magnificent
colony be delivered from the possibility of anarchy; and dismantled ‘slavery, gradually
merging into civilization and industry, remain a monument “ ere perennius,” that might
cannot make right, and that justice alone can establish a nation’s welfare.
So may the statesman that contemplated and carried into effect the stupendous measure

of good-will towards man proudly stand forward when the crisis arrives, and, pointing to
Jamaica, say to an admiring world, “ Finis coronat opus.”
May no want of foresight produce the dreadful and dreaded alternative; but Jamaica

must say to the colonial minister, with the resignation of the inspired Psalmist to his
Creator, “ My times are in thy hand.”

Ihave, &e.
(signed) Arthur Welch, Special Justice.

I should observe, to show how badly the apprenticeship system works, that this year
8,000 tierces (and many of them very large) have this year been shipped, or are ready for
shipping, at Alligator Pond Wharf. The largest quantity ever sent from thence was 10,000
in 1824. A.W.

Enclosure 55, in No. 528.

Cory of a LETTER from George Willis, jun., Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Bath, St. Thomas in the East, 28 June 1836,

I nave much pleasure in reporting to your Lordship, in answer to letter, No. 3,402, dated
ist June, that the whole of this populous district is m excellent order; the apprentices are
behaving respectfully to their masters, and I am happy to say there is a good understanding
between them; as a proof, complaints against the apprentices have greatly diminished, and
a complaint against the master1 seldom hear of. I am occasionally called upon to enforce
the law in cases of late turning out and insufficient work, but offences of a serious nature are
much upon the decline ; consequently, I have had little occasion for corporal punishment.
This district, as regards cultivation, looks well, but the few estates finished crop have fallen

off in the quantity of produce, compared with that of last year. The provision grounds
are in good order; the state of labour same as usual for this time of the year; some few
properties more forward; but in consequence of additional strength, the plant, I am happy
tosay, is generally well established.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) George Willis, jun., Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 56, in No. 528.

Copy of a LETTER from J. Woolfrys, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Kingston, 30 June 1836.

I nave the honour to inform your Lordship, that since my last special report, under date
of the 31st March last, there has been very little variation in the state of my district ; the
apprentices on most of the properties continue to demean themselves with propriety, and
have not relaxed in their habitof industry.
On a few of the plantations, from a want of proper system of management, the work does

not go on so satisfactorily.
Many of the owners and managers continue to manifest a good feeling towards their

dependents, and only a few are desirous that corporal punishment should be inflicted on the
apprentices for almost every offence.
The sugar crop on the four estates in my district will fully realize the expectation I have

previously held out, and present appearance of the canes recently planted is favourable.
‘Although the pimento properties have been lately visited by strong and sudden gusts of wind,

which have partially destroyed the blossom on some plantations, yet I anticipate a very fair
average return may be calculated upon this year, under the now present state of the weather.
The eight hour system of working is still a source of discontent to the apprentices on

those properties where it is carried on. Up to the period when1 left the district (by your Lord-
ship’s permission, for the restoration of my health) in the early part of this month, offences
committed by apprentices had not increased; there have been a few cases of assaults com-
mitted by the owners and managers on apprentices, fot which fines have been inflicted, and
one case of an aggravated nature has Poon referred to the court of quarter session for
more exemplary punishment than is vested in the special justice under the Abolition Act.

he negro grounds are much in the same state as they were represented by me in my last
special report. .
The complaints made against the apprentices are chiefly for notturning out early to work,

losing 10 to 30 minutes occasionally in the mornings ; and sometimes for insolence in some
shape.
The pens and pastures are in as good state of cultivation as they were when I trans-

mitted my last quarterly report.
. I have, &c.

(signed) =J. Woolfrys, Special Justice
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— No. 529. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 9th July 1836.

Unver the strong impression that the 54th clause of the Island Act for the
Abolition of Slavery confers the right of entry in all parts of all properties,
between sunrise and sunset, to all the special justices, I have directed the point
of law to be tried. The parish of St. Thomas in the Vale being the only one
where these obstructions seem to have been reduced to system, I directed a
prosecution to be instituted against Mr. Lowndes of that parish, for an obstruction
to Mr. Harris. This obstruction was given in an amicable manner for the
purpose, and the right would therefore be tried without any asperity of feeling.
The grand jury, however, have thrown out the bill; I shall direct the Attorney-
general to file an information, if he can with propriety do so. Should this
measure prove the right, as ] have a strong impression that it will, there would
be no necessity for attempting to procure any legislative enactment on the subject;
if it does not, I will turn my mind to the consideration of a remedy.

 

— No. 580 (A.) —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 1st August 1836.

Your Lorpsuir having been pleased in your despatches of the 24th April and
of the 14th June, to direct me to turn my attention to some enactments to
remedy the deficiencies in the abolition law, for the purpose of preventing the
perpetration of such cruelties as are therein alluded to, I have the honour to
state, and I do so with much pain, that the necessity for such enactments becomes
every day more and more apparent to me, and that the hope I entertained of
the existence generally of ameliorated feelings, thoughjustified in many instances,
is not universal. I must however remark, that the prevalence of such system,
as I must consider to be objectionable, is in particular districts only; still they
must be provided against, and though much blame has attached itself to me for
having used on a former occasion the same language, I again say, advisedly,
that the remedy must come from home. I appeal to facts, and fearlessly ask
your Lordship whether the result has not shown the truth of that assertion?

It remains for me to suggest a remedy: I think it may easily be devised, and
though I feel it likely, that that which I shall propose may not be such as,
constitutionally speaking, your Lordship may deem it right to propose to the
Imperial Parliament, I will name my plans, in the hope that some one more
talented and more versed in legislation may found on those hints some enactment
which may produce some, if not all the benefits that I contemplate.

I think that no person in a workhouse should be put in chains without the
order, for cause shown, of a special justice, such cause being violence, or escape,
or attempt at escape; certainly no untried person should be so. _

Every one now, the moment they are put in, are chained two and two together,
round the neck by a collar, and are never separated till released ; many a runaway,
so supposed, who has afterwards turned out to be a free person, has been worked
publicly in the streets in chains. Refusing to work on the tread-mill might be
another cause for such coercion as the chain gang. It should be made criminal,
with summary jurisdiction-to the special justice to fine the supervisor, for beating
a prisoner, shaving a head, or admitting any prisoner apprentice without the
warrant or rather the committal of a special justice. It should be criminal and
punishable in a summary manner, likewise, not to classify the prisoners ; hardly
an attempt at doing so is made in some workhouses. In fact, the punishment of
all the apprentices in these establishments should be exclusively under the
direction of the special justices. No local magistrate ought to have any juris-
diction in any case where an apprentice is concerned.
With regard to hospitals, the remedy would be to place the sanatory restraint

of the medical man under the sanction of the special justice, and to give him an
unquestionable right, with summary jurisdiction, to enter into and upon all parts

0
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of every estate, buildings, fields, hospitals, to summon all apprentices, and to see
all plantation books as he may call for. Of all things the use of bilboes, which
cannot possibly be of a sanatory effect, ought to be made highly criminal.

Such are the heads of whatI would propose to remedy these evils; but as’ His
Majesty has been pleased to accept my resignation, I shall not be here to propose
them to the Assembly; Iwill therefore leave a note for my successor, calling his
attention to these two despatches, and to this letter, recommending him to
address the Assembly on this subject; perhaps your Lordship would please to
communicate to him such instructions on the point as may seem expedient
toyou. In justice however to him, I think it right to assure your Lordship ofmy
conviction, that no amelioratory measure of at all that tendency will be passed by
the House. And as it is to be recollected, that another year of the apprenticeship
will soon pass over, I hope that such preparation will be made as will enable
our Lordship, in the event of no satisfactory enactments passing the Jamaica

legislature, to bring in one early next session, so as to save these poor people
from the gross oppression they are now labouring under.

 

— No. 630 (B.) —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-General Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing=street, 26 October 1836.

I nave received Lord Sligo’s despatch of the 1st of August last, in answer to
those which I had addressed to him of the 24th of April and 14th of June,
relative to the enactments which appeared to his Lordship to be necessary to
remedy deficiencies in the Jamaica apprentice laws.

Iconfine myself to a simple acknowledgment of this communication from
your predecessor in the government, considering that it would be more
convenient to defer entering further into the questions to which it refers, until
Ishall have learned from yourself the result of the reference which is to be
made to the colonial legislature on the subject of the improvements which arc
required in the law.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 531. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated
the King’s House, 13 March 1837.

I wave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th of
October last, in which you call my attention to a correspondence between
yourself and the Marquis of Sligo, relative to certain enactments which had
appeared to his Lordship necessary to- remedy deficiencies in the Jamaica
apprentice laws.

Upon first perusing your Lordship’s despatch, I was under the impression
that the subject had actually been brought under the consideration of the
legislature by Lord Sligo; but having had occasion to recur to the subject,
I perceived that the reference was to be made by me, and I accordingly sent
down to the House a message, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy.

It is with regret I acquaint your Lordship that the House of Assembly have
declined to entertain the subject for the present, for the reasons contained in the
enclosed report of a committee of the House, which was agreed to by the House,
and transmitted to me by message.

_ In the only instance which has come to my knowledge, since my administra-
tion, of the use of bilboes and stocks, the overseer was fined by a special justice,
having been previously warned that such would be the result of any attempt to
Tesort to this mode of sanatory restraint. An appeal was made to me for a
Temission of the fine, on the plea that the order was given by the medical
attendant; but this was, of course, perfectly inadmissible. JI have no doubt,
that by the uniform adoption of a similar course on the part of the special
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justices, the evils resulting from the vagueness of the law in this respect will be
materially diminished, and your Lordship may be assured that no instance of
the kind which may become known to me, shall be suffered to remain
unnoticed.

 

Enclosures in No. 531.

(No. 1.)
Mr. Speaker,

I am commanded by his Excellency the Governor to lay before the honourable House
the copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State, directing his Excellency’s attention to
a correspondence which has taken place between his Lordship and the Marquis of Sligo, on
the subject of certain improvements in the laws affecting apprenticed labourers, which are
considered by His Majesty’s Government essential to rendering those enactments more
conformable to the spirit of the British Abolition Act.
Upon perusing the correspondence in question, it becomes his Excellency’s duty to invite

the consideration of the honourable House to those clauses of the laws regulating gaols and
houses of correction, which give to the supervisors and subordinate officers of such establish-
ments the power to inflict punishment in certain cases, and also to the clause of the Act in
Aid, conferring upon the medical attendants of estates the power of placing apprentices
under sanatory restraint at their discretion, Upon the first point the Secretary of State has
directed, that it should be proposed to the honourable House to enact a law, which, what-
ever other reforms it may comprise, shall at least deprive the officers of workhouses and
other places of confinement of the power of punishment, otherwise than under the written
authority of a magistrate, and in the case of apprentices, of a special magistratepreviously
obtained in each case, and defining the nature and extent of the punishment authorized.
The Secretary of State expresses his trust, “ that the Colonial Legislature will listen to such

a proposal and pass the necessary enactment ;” and observes, that “such an enactment
would seem, indeed, to be absolutely necessary, in order to enable the special magistrates
to carry the Abolition Act into execution, without exposing the apprentices, whom the
commit to prison, to treatment which it could not be the intention of Parliament that they
should undergo.”
Upon the subject of sanatory restraint, it is considered by His Majesty’s Government

advisable, with a view to the prevention of those abuses which might result from the discre-
tionary power vested in the medical attendants ofestates, that the special magistrates should
be authorized to visit and inspect, at all hours of the day, all buildings, celis and hospitals
upon plantations.

In connexion with this subject his Excellency has further to suggest to the House, that it
would be a most acceptable compliance with the sentiments expressed by his Majesty’s
Government throughout the whole correspondence referred to, and highly expedient, ‘as
tending to remove the possibility of any improper exercise of the power reposed in the
medical attendants of estates, to which the Secretary of State more particularly adverts, if
the honourable House should in its wisdom pass an enactment declaring bilboes and stocks
to he illegal instruments of the sanatory restraint and control contemplated by the 8th clause
of the Act in Aid, or that, in cases where it may be deemed absolutely necessary to resozt
to the use of them, the authority of the special justice should be previously obtained.

21 February 1837.

 

(No. 2.)
Mr. Speaker,

Your Committee, to whom was referred his Excellency the Governor's first message of
the 21st of February, have given their consideration to the same and the documents there-
unto annexed, and recommend to the House to agree to the following Report:

If the House were at all cognizant of the existence of abuses in the gaols and houses of
correction, which required legislative interference, they would most readily go intoa revision
of the laws which regulate these establishments; but without such facts before them,
impressed as they are with the belief that the Marquis of Sligo was much misled, that the
representations put forward by him of workhouse punishments were greatly exaggerated,
and that the existing laws, if duly enforced andfairly acted upon, are sufficient to prevent
abuses, the House deem it unnecessary to deal with the subject at present, particularly as
the session is so near at a close.
The House cannot for a moment entertain the accusation brought against the medic:i

practitioners on the plantations,of exercising an oppressive power over the apprentice class
under the 8th clause of the Act in Aid, unsupported as it is by any proof to cast even
@ suspicion of blame on the members of that liberal profession. No obstruction, it is believed,
is ever offered to special justices wishing to visit the plantation hospitals, or cells used for
thereception or confinement of apprentices.
The House cannot but express their great surprise that objections should be made to an

enactment which they were instructed by the late Governor to re-enact without thealtera-
tion
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tion of a single word, and which the Colonial Secretary himself introduced into the British
Parliament, and caused to be passed into a law, in utter violation of the long-respected rights
of this ancient and loyal colony.
The House can perceive no good reason why apprenticed labourers, gent into public houses

of correction for punishment, should not be liable to precisely the same regulations as apply
to all other persons, without distinction of class.
The House beg to assure his Excellency, that if any abuses in the gaols or houses of

correction, of a character requiring legislative interposition, shall come to his Excellency’s
knowledge, the House at their next meeting will be ready, on having the facts laid before
them, to apply the necessary remedy.

2 March 1837.

 

— No. 532, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-General Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 April 1837.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 13th of

March, stating the result of the measures which you had adoptéd in pursuance
of my directions relative to certain alleged deficiencies in the Jamaica apprentice
law. I have to convey to you my approbation of the message which you sent to
the House of Assembly on this subject, and it is with regret I learn that the
House did not think fit to entertain the question during their late session. I am
happy, however, to find, from the report of the committee to whom your
message was referred, that the right of the special justices to visit the plantations,
hospitals and cells is not disputed, and I feel that I may confidently rely on you
for enforcing the strict and regular performance of this important branch of
their duty. I also trust that a vigilant execution of the law by the special
magistrates, with reference to the other points noticed in the previous corre-
spondence on this subject, aided by the publicity which has been given to the
complaints preferred, will havea powerful tendency to diminish the evils, for the
entire removal ofwhich the law does not appear to have provided with sufficient
distinctness. In the interval which must elapse before the consideration of this
subject can be resumed by the Jamaica legislature, you will not fail to advert to
the opinion expressed in my despatch of the 14th of June last, as to the course
which it would probably be expedient to adopt with respect to the committal of
apprenticed labourers to any workhouse in which the power of punishment is
exercised by the supervisor or his subordinate officer, without the written
authority of a special magistrate.

Lam, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 533. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 15 July 1836.

I rink it right to enclose to your Lordship a correspondence andset of
valuations which I consider call loudly for some intervention. Your Lordship
will see that the document No. 1. contains the principal heads of the complaint;
Documents Nos. 2, 3, and 4, are Mr, Lamonius’s valuations, of which Mr.
Hawkins and I complain; Nos. 7, 8, and 9, are the valuations subsequently made
by another valuator, clearly showing the mistakes of the first.

 

Enclosures in No. 533.

(No. 1.)
My Lord, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. O., June 1836,

I are leave to call your Excellency’s attention to the valuations taken at Aberdeen on
the 20th inst. George Marrett, esq., attorney for Arcadia, appointed on Monday, the 6th
instant, James Murray, esq., a3 his justice, who requested me to ascertain from your
Excellency whether washerwomen were predials or non-predials. oo,
On Monday, Mr. Marrett appointed William Lanionius, esq., as his justice; we requested

that Mr. Samuels should be called in, on proceeding to the valuation of the same appren-
tices that Mr, Murray requested to ask of your Excellency the class. M
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JAMAICA. Mr. Lamonius commenced valuing them as predials. I then called his attention to the
letter I had written to your Excellency at the request of Mr. Murray, alsoyorExcellency’s
reply to that letter, wherein you had decided that washerwomen are classed as non-preadials;
Mr. Lamonius still persisted in valuing them as predials, not paying any respect to your
Excellency’s decision on that subject.

I have to call your attention to the valuations of Frances Donavan, of Arcadia estate,
who was proved by Mr. Marrett, the attorney, to have been a house servant ever since he
knew her; valued as a predial by Mr. Lamonius; her sister was valued about 12 months
before for 302. 18s. 10d.

If such valuations as above be pursued, no apprentices can be enabled to purchase the
remainder of their apprenticeship.
The Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.,

&e. Ke. Ke. (signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

VatuaTion Return.
Aberdeen, 20 June 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. Health. CLASS.

 

Frances Donavan, Arcadia estate - 38 good - -|Non-predial; house-servant.  
William Lamonius, esq.{ Associating ’ . . .
J. B. Samuels, esq. Justices. } C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate :—-George Marrett, esq., says she has always been a house-servant.
Witness for apprentice :—None.

£. s. d..
Mr. Lamonius, against the evidence of George Marrett, esq., the attor-

ney, values her as a preedial at ~ 2 2 = = = -| 66 -
Mr. Ymuels asanon-predial - - - - - -=- = -=-{ 4113 4
Mr. Hawkins, two years andone month - - - - + =| 6210

J

Deduct one-third - - - - - - - - - £| 2016 8

 Net sum awarded - - - - - - - - - £.] 4113 4

Not paid.
(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

(Note by the Marquis of Sligo.)
This woman has been given her freedom by Mr. Marrett, the attorney, for 321, a proof

of the erroneous valuation of Mr. Lamonius.

 

(No. 2.)

VanuaTion Return.

Aberdeen, 20 June 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. Health. CLASS.

 

Eleanor Barnett, Arcadia estate - 33 good - ~| Non-predial.   
Wilkam Lamonius, esq.f Associating
John B. Samuels, esq. | Justices. } C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate:—George Marrett, esq., says she is a washerwoman, but does not
consider her a non-preedial.

Witness for apprentice :—None.

Mr. W. Lamonius values her at - - - - - - - -| 66
Refuses to value her as a non-preedial.

Mr. Samuels, at - - - - - - - - - -{ 4912 6
Mr. Hawkins, at - - - - - - - - - -| 50 -
24 1. per annum, two years and one month.

 

Deduct one-third - - - - - £.] 1613 4

Net sum awarded - - - - - £.1 33 6 8  
Sum not paid. Apprentice conceives she is valued too high by Mr. Lamonius.

(signed) C, Hawkins.
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Vaxuation Return.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE, Age. Health. CLASS.

 

Loshin Cross, Arcadia estate - 18 good- -| predial; field-labourer.  
William Lamonius, esq.  Associatin . . .
J. B. Samuels, esq. 1 { Justices. C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate :—George Marrett, esq., says she is in the first gang.
Witness for apprentice :—None.

 
 

 

. £8. d.
Mr. Lamonius values at = - - © -= = «= - -| 60 - -—
Mr. Samuels values at - 2 s - 5s ee - 43 17 11
Mr. Hawkins at 16 /. per annum, four years and one month - - 65 6 8

Deduct one-third - - - - - £./ 21 8 9

Net sum awarded -  - - - - &| 431711

Not paid.
(signed) C. Hawkins.

(No. 3.)

Vatuation Return.

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. | Health. CLASS.

 

Frances Christie, Arcadia. - - 11 good- -/| non-predial; employed at
Great House.  

 

William Lamonius, esq. fAssociating . : .
J. B. Samuels, esq. { Justices. } C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

H Witness for estate:—-George Marrett, esq., says she has always been about the Great
ouse.
Witness for apprentice :—Eleanor Barnett, mother, says she has never been in field, but

  

employed about Great House.
£. 8. a:

Mr. Lamonius values her, as a predial,at - - - - - -/| 82 - =
Mr. Samuels -  - = non-preedial se eel} 8B
Mr. Hawkins - -  - non-predial, two years and one month, at
Gl perannum - - - - - = = = «= +] 8216 8

Deduct one-third - = = + = &] 10 18 10

Net sum awarded - 2 = 2 + &| 2117 10

Divide among the net sum as agreed - - £.)] 2613 4 
(signed) C. Hawkins.

(Note by the Marquis of Sligo.)—-It seems difficult to know why Mr. Lamonius chooses
to value her as a pradial, when her master proves her a non-praedial; at all events I think
either sum too high a valuation of an apprentice of 11 years of age.

(Noa, 4.)

Vaivuation RETURN.
20 June 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE, Age. | Health. | CLASS.

 

Eliza Ainsworth, Georgia estate - 27 good- =| non-preedial; washerwoman.

   
William Lamonius, esq. {Associating - a .
J. B, Samuels, esq. { Justices. } C. Hawkins, Special Justice.
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Witness for estate, sworn 6th June :—Thomas Kitman, overseer of Georgia, onMonday
stated her value to the estate worth 162. per annum clear.

Witness for apprentice :—None.
Mr. Lamonius refuses to value her as a non-predial. Mr. Lamonius objects to the

 

evidence which I have given. Mr. Kitman not being present this day, Mr. Kitman’s evi-
dence was taken in the presence of James Murray, esq.

£. 8. d.
Mr. Lamonius values, predial - - + - - - - - -| 66 -— =
Mr. Samuel - -non-predial - “= + -+- + «=| -f| 33 6 8
Mr. Hawkins - + non-predial, two years and one month - -f| 60 - .

Deduct one-third - = 2 - = &] 1613 4

Net sum awarded - = - + + £&] 883 6 8 

 

Not paid ; says her valuation is illegal.
(signed) C. Hawkins,

(No. 5.)
My Lord, Aberdeen, 28 June 1836.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 24th
instant, No. 4029, enclosing a slip.

I beg leave to state, that I did not sign any valuations with Mr. Lamonius as agreeing with
him; but distinctly stated, that I could not agree with him, and should submit the case to
your Excellency. Most of the valuations now taking place are nearly double to what they
were 12 months ago.
The Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.

&e. &e. &e. (signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice,

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Aberdeen, & July 1836.
Havine mentioned to George Marrett, esq., your Excellency’s remarks as to the valua-

tions of Mr. Lamonius, he immediately said, he should have no objection in doing away
with that valuation, and appointing Mr. Murray to be the valuator, and yesterday Mr,
Murray came to Aberdeen; not being enabled to procure another magistrate, it was consented
thatMr. Murray and myself should proceed with the valuations. IL beg leave to enclose
them. Your Excellency will see the difference in the price between magistrates. Mr.
Murray also stated, that he could not account for the manner of valuations in this part of
the parish, asin Falmouth there is but little difference in all valuations.

The Marquis of Sligo, Ihave, &c.
&e. Ke. Ke. (signed) C. Hawkins.

1 have just learnt, that George Marrett, esq., has allowed Frances Donavan of Arcadia,
valued by Mr. Lamonius for 66 J., to pay him 321. for the remainder of her apprenticeship,
conceiving her a non-predial, (signed) C. Hawkisigne o L1AWHRINS,

 

(No. 7.).

VALUATION RETURN,
Aberdeen, 4 July 1836.

CLASS.NAME of APPRENTICE, Age. | Health. |

 Non-preedial ; washerwoman.Eleanor Barnett, Arcadia estate - | 33 | good -
 

James Murray, esq., Associate Justice.
C. Hawhins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate:—Paul King, overseer, says she is worth 161, per annum tothe
estate,

Witness for apprentice :—None.

 

£5. 4.
To two yearsandonemonth - - -° - - = 2 {| 338 & =

Deduct one-third - - - - - - - - - -~} 11 1 #8

Net sum awarded - - - - - ~ £.| 22 8 4 

 

Not paid.d
Not greed to. (signed)  C. Hawkins, Special Justice.
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JAMAICA.
(No. 8.)

VALUATION REtuRN.

Aberdeen, 4 July 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. Health, CLASS.
 
 

Frances Christie, Arcadia estate - 11 good -| Non-preedial;house-girl.  

 

James Murray, esq., Associate Justice.
C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate :—Paul King, overseer, says she is a house-girl for Great House.
Witness for apprentice :-—None.

Valued without any deduction at - - - - - - - £10 8 4

 

Not agreed to.
(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

(No. 9.)

VaLuaTion Return.
Aberdeen, 4 July 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. Health. CLASS.
  
 

Non-preedial; washerwoman. Eliza Ainsworth, Georgia estate -[ 27 | good -
 

James Murray, esq., Associate Justice.
C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

Witness for estate:—Thomas Kitman, overseer of Georgia, says that he considers her
worth to the estate 16 /. per annum.
Witness for apprentice :—None.

 

 

 

£. s. d.
Totwo yearsandonemonth - - - - = 2 = of 83 5 -

Deduct one-third - 5 = © © = 2 = = -f HT 8

Net sum awarded - - - - &] 22 8 4

Not paid. |
Not agreed to. . . ;

(signed)  C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

| (No. 10.)

Sir, Retirement, Rio Bueno, 12 July 1836.
_ I Bze leave to acknowledge the receipt, on the 9th, of your letter No. 4144 of the 1st
instant, in which you call upon me to state, for his Excellency the Governor’s information, the
grounds upon which Jfixed a valuation of the remainder of the apprenticeship of Loshin

tow, Eleanor Barrett, Frances Donovan and Eliza Ainsworth, belonging to Arcadia estate, See names in Ke-
and in answer to state that, in valuing any apprentice’s remaining services, 1 am solely turn, p. 94-5-
guided by the law, my conscience, and that the third justice confirmed my valuation.

The 2d clause of the 4 Will. 4, c. 42, guarantees the services of the apprenticed labourer
to the person entitled thereto, and in a praising such services under clause 8, it is my prin-
ciple that the latterparty ought not to be dama ed in the least degree, but that such a sum
should be awarded as will enable him to hire alabourer in the place of the one withdrawing
himself from his services voluntarily.

I have, &c.

W. G. Nunes, Esq., &c. &e. &c. (signed) = W. Lemonius.
521.
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— No. 534, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir Lionel Smith to LordGlenelg.
“My Lord, The King’s House, Jamaica, 23 November 1836.

Havine laid before the House of Assembly your Lordship’s despatch of the
11th of July last, respecting the valuation of the unexpired period of apprentice-
ship, I have this day received from the House the accompanying message,
desiring to be furnished with some of Lord Sligo’s despatches to your Lordship,
and other documents on which your Lordship founded the opinions you have
expressed on this subject.

I shall of course decline furnishing the documents called for, on the ground
of official practice; and shall apprize the House, that I have referred the matter
for your Lordship’s special instructions.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
 

Enclosure in No. 534.

May it please your Excellency,
We are ordered by the House to wait on your Excellency, and to inform you that theyhave taken into their consideration your Excellency’s third message of the 7th instant, layingbefore them the Colonial Secretary’s despatch relative to apprenticeship valuations. In thatdespatch a variety ofdocuments are referred to, “as affording proofs and illustrations of theunfairness with which certain valuations have been made of the services of apprenticedlabourers seeking to purchase their discharge.” The House much regret that the ColonialSecretary should have been led to entertain conclusions so injurious to the character of theHouse, and of the magistracy of the colony. If the House could believe that so seriousan abuse existed, they would cheerfully and readily apply themselves to its remedy; butbelieving as they do that these valuations have been far more frequently under than overthe value proved in evidence, they feel themselves unable to proceed in the course recom-mended to them, unless your Excellency would be pleased to lay before them copies of theseveral despatches and other documents mentioned by the Colonial Secretary as having beentransmitted to him by the Marquis of Sligo and the Church Missionary Society. If thesedocuments are submitted to the House, and found upon investigation to contain proofs ofexcessive valuations, the House will take into their consideration the expediency of alteringthe law; but in the absence of evidence to guide them, they cannot be expected to actupon vague and general representations.

 

— No. 535. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-General Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 28 January 1837.

I wave received: your despatch, dated the 23d of November, enclosing amessage which you had received from the House of Assembly of Jamaica, desiringto be furnished with some of the despatches from the Marquis of Sligo to myself,
and other documents on which I had founded the opinions expressed in mydespatch of the 11th of July last, respecting the valuation of the unexpiredperiod of apprenticeship. You state that you should decline furnishing the
documents called for, on the ground of official practice; and that you should
inform the House that you had referred the matter for my special instructions.I can have no hesitation in authorizing you at once to accede to the requestof the Assembly. Indeed I confidently anticipate that the information forwhich they have asked has already been communicated to them, as it is
comprised in the last volume of the series of Parliamentary Papers relative tothe abolition of' slavery, of which two copies were transmitted to you by themail of the 2d, and one by that of the 15th of January. The documents
teferred to in my despatch of the 11th July 1836, to Lord Sligo, are all
contained in that volume, with the exception, I think, of one short papercontaining a report of the two valuations of Ann Monteith, and another womanadverted to in the 6th paragraph of that despatch. That report formed one ofthe enclosures of Lord Sligo’s despatch of the 8th of July, and you will of coursenot hesitate to add a copy of it to the other documents laid before theAssembly.

I earnestly
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I earnestly hope that the consideration of this subject, to which not only
His Majesty’s Government, but also the Committee of the House of Commons
on the working of the Apprenticeship System, attach great importance, may not
be postponed beyond the present session of the legislature of Jamaica.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 536. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 April 1837.
Ir is with great regret, I acquaint your Lordship, that not having received

your despatch of the 28th January last, until after the prorogation of the legis-
Jature, it will not be in my power to bring the subject of the present mode of
valuation of unexpired periods of apprenticeship again under its consideration,
until the latter end of the present year.
Had I been in possession of the printed volume of Parliamentary Papers

alluded to in your Lordship’s despatch, which contains the documents called for
by the Assembly, I should have had no hesitation in granting copies of papers
which had been thus made public ; but not being aware that such was the case,
Idid not consider myself at liberty to furnish copies of reports made by my
predecessor to your Lordship, without your sanction previously obtained.

I have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 537. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Stigo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 15th July 1836.

I nave the honour to make to you my usual report on the general state of the
island, and in doing so, have nothing to add to that of my despatch by the last
packet. I enclose to your Lordship several documents to which I beg to call
your attention.
The crops are going on, in some places terminated, in others delayed on

account of the heavy May seasons; but the conduct of the apprentices, I am
happy tosay, bears everywhere the best stamp.

 

Enclosure in No. 537.

LIST or Documents.

1. Return of visits paid, those omitted, and the total which ought to have been paid by
the special magistrates of Jamaica, during the first five months of 1836, in reference to
Lord Sligo’s despatch, 29th June 1836.

2. List of fines on overseers and others.
3 Mr. Hawkins, reporting the excellent conduct of the apprentices at Stewart Castle

estate.

4. Case of Eliza Carr, which was thrown out, and which was not before reported to the
Marquis ofSligo.

5. List of estates where the classification has been effected in the most agreeable manner,
and generally admitted to be of advantage.

6. Curious instance of the want of confidence in a negro, showing their feeling as to even
temporary servitude. ;

7. Copy of a new instruction to be sent to the special justices, rendered necessary in the
Opinion of the Marquis of Sligo, by the prevalent habit of depriving the apprentices of their
Saturdays, and forcing them thereby either to work on Sundays, or to be in great distress
for provisions.

8. Major Baines, on state of district.
9. Mr. W. H. Lawley, reporting favourably of the state of his district. ;
10. Quarterly return of valuations between 1st April and 30th June 1836 inclusive.
11. Extract from the calendar of sentences passed at July Cornwall assizes, 1836.

521. -
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(No. 1.)

RETURN of the Number of Prorzattzs Visited and not Visited, and of the Number that ought to have been Visited,
by the Special Magistrates, in the Months of January, February, March, April and May, 1836,

 

 

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

JANUARY.|FEBRUARY. | MARCH. APRIL. | MAY.

a] . le le s lee 3 led | 3NAMES. Sie di Steg) of ey Sg i He 124 4 gate S|Riee| & (EEIE:) & |B2e=| & 23/26] & [BREE] 3RPMS) & me Re) & aia ol B Gees] 2 ESies! 2

|
Alley, W. H. - . -|} 26) 3{ 29 |Nortum -{27/ 1] 28 |16/12] 28 | 96) 4| 30Baines, T. J. - ce -|] 20] -| 20 | 20; -}] 20 | 20; -] 20 |20! ~| 20 | 90] ~1 20
Baynes, E.D, «+ - -{ 20) 2] 22 |} 19) 8) 22 | 17] 5; 22 | 19} 3] 23 | 14] 8] 92Beil, W. A. ° ° “| 29; -| 29 |29) -; 29 | 30; —-| 30 |sr{ —-} 31 | 30] -! 30Baume, 8S. - - - “719! 6] 25 | 19]10! 29 | 22; 5 27 | 12,12, 23 |16!1 61 22
Brownson, W. H. - {2 2  « + No Return received from this gentleman,Camaby, William = - +| SEE Uf 88 ) 81] 1] 32) 30] 2] 32°) 30) 21 3 fay yas] an
Chamberlaine, R. * |Appointed1 Feb.| Noreturn -|IH- «- «| 27] 5! 32 | No return.Cocking, Re = -} 28, -] 28 | -,; 2% |27{ -{ 27 |95| -!| 25 |a5, -1 95

‘Cooper, R. S. o : -|380' =~! 30 |; 27!) 4 31 (32) —!' s2 {80! 2. 38 417/18] 32Dawson, H.W. = + -/- = = Appointed $ April, and sick twoweeks . - -/418! 4 22
Daughtry, J. - - -;19; -~];] 19 |I9] 2] 21 418] 3) at { 36, 8; 19 |i7; 1] 18Davies, ‘Thomas - - ~|28; -; 28 |28} ~| 28 |28; -] 28 ;28) -—| 28 | asi —j ag
Dawson, J.K.  - - ~}28) -| 28 |28; -| 28 | 28] -| 28 | 27) 1! 28 | 26! ~1 96Dillon, T. A. - . -|37/--| 37 | 37] -| 37 | 37] -| 37 | 38] -| 38 | 40} -! 49Dunne, Patrick + - -[32) -) 82 (32) ~}| 32 | 32; ~}| 32 | 33] ~{| 33 | 33] ~]| gg
Ewart, David - - -+/23/ -| 23 [23] -} 23 [23] -? 23 |20] ~| 20 120] -~! 29Facey, R. B. - = e723] LT] 24 | 26] -] 26 | 22; 2] 24 |aaf —~]| 24 | No return.Finlayson, W. « - -,{ 20) =| 20 |20; -}| 20 |20] -} 20 |!20] ~} 20 | 20; -j 20
Fishbourne, E.E. = -|/24/ 7} 81 [28] 21 30 | 26] 5| st 'o3] 8] 31 jor] 4] giFyfe, A. G. ~ ° - “121; 2) 23 |23) ~| 23 |23; -—| 23 §] 151 20, On leave. a1/ 8) 24Grant,J.W. + -  -|Appointed1 Feb.| 22 | -{ 22 [22] -{ 22 |201 6: 3a°|37| - 37Gregg,G.D. + + - Appointed 13 February, but on police duty till April |13 | 6! 19 |19] 11] 90Gordon, George - = -{| + Appointed 1 March - { 24] 1) 25 ;o3] 2] of [an 18 24

On leave.Gurley, John . - -{ 25 2] 26 |} 25) -] 25 | 23] 2: 24 |o4] 11 95 |o5s, ~7 95Harris, James + - -} 36) 2] 37 | 36) 2} 37 | 387] -' 87 | 36] 2:3 37 | 3a] 51 37
Hamilton, C. + -{25] -| 28 |28} -| 28 |/29/ -; 29 | 98] ~!| a8 jos} -] 28Hawkins, C. - -;247 2] 25 (24) 1[ 25 | 24] 2: 25 feat 2] 25 | ead at a5
Hewill, W.- - 2) ef a7 21} 22; -} 22 jar! 2! 22 | 1) 28/1 22 | Noretum, in.Higgins, G.O. = = ef « No return received - 1391 -| 39 | 37] - | 37 | 37 4 -] 37
Hill, Richard - + -{- «~ - Re-appointed 3 April + - + - Town duty, Spanish Town,Hulme, J.R. + - -{45 |] =f 45 | 42] 3] 45 |4t; 4| 45 | 43) 2) 45 ) 40 S| 45
Jones,T.W. - + -{31{ S| 34 |Noretun -| 384; —| 34 | 34] ~| 84 | a0! 9! 39Kelly,D.W. - - -{92} -{| 32 | 3231 ~1 32 | 3a] ~| 92 32); -1 32 | 82 32
Kent, Henry ° - -;28/) 2{ 30 | 28) 2/ 30 ; 28; =~; 28 ; 30} ~| 30 J|a7| —| a7Leidlaw, Henry - - -|29/ -{ 29 | 29] —~/; 29 {20}; ~| 29 !29} ~|] 29 |ao! —| 29
Lambert, R.S. + . -|27; 3] 30 | 12 '18° 29Onleave2 weeks {y26| 8| 29 26] 3| 20 | 26] 8| 29
Lloyd, Samuel + ° -;38/ 9] 47 {, 44] 2) 46 |42/ 2] 44 : 84] 8] 37 | 35] 8! 38Lyon, E. B. - ° -;'e] 7] 23,24] 2] 25 | 22] 6} 28 : 20] 4] 24 jas! 2] 25
Marlton, W. FE. = - -| 23) -} 23 |; 231 =) 23 |23) ~{ 298 |} a3] -~| a8 fas] —] a3M‘Leod, ALN. + ~ -|25 | ~~] 25 | No return -| 26) ~| 26 | 28] ~} 28 | 20] -| 29
Moresby, Henry - + -+|37/ -| 37 | 85] s| a8 |-  - No return, Kingston duty.Nolan, James + - -| 36! -] 36 | 36; -} 36 |36; ~; 36 | 35: 2, 86 | 36; -i 36Odell, John - - - -|Removing -{22/ 1] 23 |22] Ly 23 |221 3; 23 |io| 4: 23
Oliver, T. M. - - -{23] 2] 25 {Isl 6] 24 |25 | ~]| 25 Jos} - 25 | 22] 3. 25Palmer, AJL. e - -| None « -| none « -| none - - {| On duty in Mr.| none.

Ewart’s district,Pennell R.C. = ee} az] af on jm - -;ill- + 113; 3] I6 [16} 2| 17Pryce, Samuel - - °{46] 1} 47 | 46] 3] 49 [47 ) -1 47 | a7] -] ay | az} 71 as
Philp, E. D, - - -; 33} -{ 33 | 33} -—| 33 |} 31] 2] 33 | 302} 2] 33 | 32 1] 33Rawlhnson,S, + - -|33} ~{ 33 | 33] ~| 33 133] -}| 33 | 33] ~| 33 T33] ~71 33
Reynolds, John ~ - -|27| ~~] 27 aj - 4 | 26/10] 36 |18| 6] 24 |19)111. 30Sawly,W.H. = -.° -/37{/ -] 37 | am -  -}371 -} 387 | 37] -]| 37 Jas] ~1 3s
s i ry -$t. John, Richard 28) 2} 29 5 123) 28}; 13 sex! 78 23| 5| 28 fas} 2| 28

Thomas, J.R.  - - 2 {227 —]| 22 ; 22 | -| 22°) 22) ~| 92° {e2!1 —~} 22 22], -|{ 22‘Thompson, Robert -  -{18] - | 18 | On Mission to} 19; -]| 19 | 17! 2] 18 [a7] 2! is
Caymanas.

Walsh, Henry - °-|327 1 33 |29) 4; 33 |20] 4} 83 |} 31] a] 385 | 32! 4a] 3sWelch, Arthur - - -;39{ 4 43 !45[ —| 45 | 40; 4]! 44 34) 9 43 |43 | —~| 43
Willis, George - - -,{20} -}| 20 | 21) 2) 23 j19{ 2] of | 19] 3} 22 Jaz 4! 21Woolfrys,Jobn = = -/35] ~]| 35 |35} -1! 35 35] -} 35 8; 27| 35 | 118, no report.
Waddington, Henry -{ + Appointed 4 March - 117( 31 20 | 20) =| 20 | 374 —] 37Ramsay, William "jo. 92 2 = = Ons police duty.

to ft od bolo     
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(No. 2.)

LIST of Fixzs on Overseers and others, in June 1836, under the Abolition Act; extracted from Special Magistrates’ Reports.

NAME

DATE. | PLACE. of Complainant. Defendant. COMPLAINT. Sentence, PARISH.
Magistrate.

Fined;
7 & dd.June 19 | Kingston - - | H. Moresby - Nancy Bennett + | Miss Miranda | ill-treatment - - -| 2 + =] Kingston,— Ditto . el] - ditto -| Jessy - -| Mary White -| assault - ° . - -| 1 — =T. ditto.

~ 13] Policestation - 7 polan - Queen oo John Collins . for confining in stocks k - - 2 10 —-|] Clarendon,~ §&| Wales - . . ce et J. win, app. os. Jones =| insulting and assaulting him - ~ =1 Trelawny.- 13] Prospect Pen -| H. Walsh - Nelly Taylor -} Jn. C. Lucant| for assault andbattery” - of 3 = =] St. Mary's.- Ditto . el ditto -]- ditto - -]- ditto eter for confining plaintiff in a] 8 = =—[. ditto.
wounded state,

- 7| Aylmers - -} E. D. Baynes| Robert Tollens - | John Barker -| assault « = = eof BS w- m= Fbeo ditto,_ Ditto . ale ditto -| Eliz. Francis + {| Eliza O’Brien | assault « - . . -} =13 478 John’s.- 16| Seven Rivers +| W. Finlayson | The great gang -| Mr. Maine -| - 5 working more than nine hours | & — =| St. James’s.
a day.

- 171 Hazelymph -+j{- ditto -| + ditto - +{Mr.Groves -|- dito - -= -« « «| &§ = md. ditto.
- New Montpelier | - ditto °| G.Ellisetal, «| Mr. Adams -|- “for working 16 hours perday,! 5 - ={- ditto.

without agreement or pay.
~ Ditto + fe ditto -| Thomas Walker-| - ditto | breakingopenhishouse. - =} 8 = =] - ditto.- 15| Newport. - +| R.S. Lambert| George Ellis + 1! George Hulme| « 5pSesault and want of attention i 2 = — | St, Mary's.

in hospital.
- 17| Caswell Hill +{ James Nolan-| James Grace -| Peter Chisholm| - « for having in a frolicsome! 2 -— ~| St. Andrew's.

rood taken away his clothes whilst
athing.

= 15) Content + =| John Odell - |E,James&Seven |Mr. Murphy -| -- for detaining them in field after | 2 =— < St. James’s.
my shell-bl 8Reli-bIoOw,.

- 2/ Carlton - +| W.H.Sawley | Jane Howard ~| Hen. Cox, jun.| for illegal confinement - -; 5 — =?) St Ann’s,Ditto ditt y Sarah Clark ditt } ditto, 5 ditto.
- i - «ff - ditto -|SarahClarke -]|- ditto el]- dite - 2. - -. «~f{ & — ~j-ditto,- 2 Court + +1} J.R. Thomas |MariaJames | Jane Scott -| foranassault - - - -| 3 =- = ‘Trelawny.- 27, Fairfield +» + {| W. Carnaby - | Daniel M‘Lean - | Mr. Henderson| for not paying for extratime -| 2 — —! St. James’s.— | Hazelymph +| R.B, Facey -{-- J. Grant et | Hen. Groves -| - - for imposing task-work, con-| 12 — —| + ditto.

al., (12 in num- trary to the 5ist clause of the
ber). Abolition Act; fined 20s. on each

case.
- Montpelier -|- ditto *| Thomas Hill -| George Adams| - = for iefusing to Pay, for extra] 3 ~ = {- ditto.

time, and working complainant.~ 0} Vauxhall. +|W.A. Bell -| Vauxhall gang -| David Watt -| - ~ cheating thera of their time by | 3 — —| St, Elizabeth’s,
blowing the shell unfairly,- 4| OldGreen Island | R. 8. Cooper-|Wm. Vassall -{ Wm. Taylor «| assault ~ + - e« -| 3 — ~| Hanover,- Uj) Long Pond «| G. D. Gregg -| E.Lindsay -| Wm. Harding | strikinghim - -¢ . «| 2 = = Trelawny,~ 6 Fairy Hill -| W. Hewitt -| Thomas Passley- | Wm. Wylie -| - = assault; throwing him down | & = ~| Portland,

. aad thumping him.~ | Ditto + -={. ditto “|[- ditto - -|- ditto +} assault on following day + -| 5 — —|- ditto.~ $|Morant Bay ~{ E.B, Lyon -| John Relfoir -| Wm. Johnson| assault - - -| - 5 = St. Thomas-ye=
ast,- 6)Georgia - ~. 1]. ditto ~| Cath. Mitchell -| J. Jones + | + + confinement, without food or| 1 - =| + ditto.

water.- 81} Kingston - ~/ H, Moresby + | Horatio Nelson - {| Mr. Maddix -| assault - - - - «| Loo Kingston.- 6| St. Ann’s Bay - | W. HL Sawley | Mr, Ann Jackson| Samuel Drake | for committing an assault - -{ & = —| St Ann's.~ Ditto - «#1. ditto «| Eleanor William | G. Pountlands | + ditto - +. « - +] & = =] ditto,~ Ditto * aj]. ditto +| Eliz. Taylor -{.- ditto -]- ditto - - - - =| 5 = =e ditto.— [Ditto . «.]. ditto +| Letitia Taylor . {+ ditto rye ditto - + + 2 +] 5 = =/]e ditto,- Ditto - ele ditto -} A. Hodgson -|- ditto ef- dito =~ -« 2. «© «| & = =fe ditto.= [Ditto + ef ditto - | Sarah Campbett |- ditto -{- dito - - © 2 sf 5 2 o/2 ditto,- Ditto © f- ditto - | Susan Wilson -| - ditto s|e ditto - + «© «© of 6 = ~je ditto,~ Ditto - e[- ditto *|--+G. Mitchell, |- ditto + | - for locking him up in the | 25 — ~ |. ditto.
constable. stocks with both legs, confining him

five days.
- St. Ann’s Bay «| ditto «| Wm. Duke -|- ditto - | for committing an assault « ~| 5 — je ditto.— | Ditto y ditto Emily Tayl ditto ditto 5 ditto,: e os 1 . mi aylor e« - 1 . « - - . ° . — = le

Ditto - #1. ditto ° Sarl Tavlor -|- ditto -j- ditto - “os - =| & = ale ditto.- 4) Windsor - =| H. Walsh -| Jane An lerson - |Wm, Martin -| - -for giving plaintiff a slap with | 1 - =| St, Mary’s.
a supple-jack.- Nn Montego Bay -| W.Carnaby © | Rach. Chambers } Mr. Brown « injury and injustice - © «| = 10 =! St. James’s,: 1 plice-ttation - ¢. Hamilton -!E Davis - - J.Urquhart =| injuryand destroying salt provisions 1 -- FortRoyal.

neague - « Laidlaw -]} James Dixon - | Mr. J. Dixon- severely beating him - - - - + no's.~ 8] Policestation «| C, Hamilton ©| Juliett Willasay |J. Urquhart ~| for assaulting him = « . =| 4 = -| Port Royal.~ 19] Mount Pleasant | E. B, Lyon «| Jane Hamilton - | Mary Fyfe -j|assauult - - - «+ «| 1 = = St phomas-yer
as|> 15/ Spanish Town =| W. Marlton +| George Viotal »| Mary Vaughan} assaulting complainant * | 5 = =! st Catherine's,- My) Rose Hill. R.S. Lambert |H. M. Faulkner- |John Graham i ewant of food, and attention in | 4 — =| St. Mary’s. | hospital.

~ %8) FaithPen- .| H.Laidlaw - Olive M‘Kenn -| Mr. Dixon -j strikingher - - - ef 3 = =| St, Ann's.

Toraz in each Parish

St. James = 2 © = 20 Port Reyal - - + «= 2
St. Ann « = © «© «36 St. Catherine - - - a
St. Marys - - - «+ & Clarendon - - = - 1
‘Trelawny - - - - - 4 St. John - - - - - 2
St. Elizabeth ~ - - - 2 St. Andrew - - + «+ J
Hanover - - . - - 1 —
Portlands - - - +2 Toran - + = GI
St. Thomasye-East - - - 3 —

» Kingstone © - - «© «= 8
val,
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€No. 3.)

My Lord, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. O., 28 June 1836.
I sxe leave to acquaint your Excellency that on Wednesday last on my arriving at

Stewart Castle, I found one of the cane pieces on fire, and, as reported to me by the overseer,
it originated from a spark from the steam-engine chimney. From the very great exertions
of the apprentices it was stopped without doing much damage—about two acres.

I have great pleasure in informing your Excellency that not only the apprentices belonging
to Stewart Castle, but those belonging to other estates people, behaved themselves highly
to my satisfaction, and from their exertions was the estate saved from further devastation.
It commenced about one, p. m., and was extinguished about four, p.m.

Special Justice Gregg arrived on the estate during the fire, and used every exertion in
assisting me. Icalled on the attorney, George Murrett, esq., and mentioned to him the
very praiseworthy conduct of the apprentices, and in particular the head driver and constable,
whose exertions were very great.

 

I have, &e.

To the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.
&e. &e. ke.

‘ (No. 4.)

The Kin Be it remembered, that to this court it stands presented, on the oath of
against’ Wellwood Hyslop, George. Atkinson, John Fowles, William Christie,

Hinton East, John Barclay, David Cohen, Charles Anderson, William
Francis Espent, Robert Chisholme, Andrew Simpson, William Cranisie,
John Bradfield, Daniel Morrison, George Helps, Edwin Swainsbury,

Thomes Blacas, Lewis Lewis, George Gollen, Robert W. Bryan, Alexander Brymer,
Phineas Bravo and Benjamin Banks, good and lawful men of the said county, then and there
returned, sworn and charged, for and on behalf of our said Lord the King and for the body
of the said county, the jurors for our Lord the King upon their oath present, that George
Aitcheson, late of the parish of Kingston, in the county of Surrey, gentleman, and William
Young, late of the same place, an apprenticed labourer, William. Coffay, late of the
same place, driver, on the third of April, in the fifth year of the reign of our
Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, with force and arms, at the parish of Kingston, in
the county aforesaid, in and upon one Eliza Carr, apprenticed labourer, in the peace of God
then and there being, did make an assault, and her the said Eliza Carr then and there,
in and upon the back, buttocks, legs and other parts of the body of her the said Eliza Carr,
did strike and beat, giving to her the said Eliza Carr, by such striking and beating of her the
said Eliza Carr as aforesaid, in and upon the back, buttocks, legs and other parts of the
body of her the said Eliza Carr, divers bruises, hurts and injuries, so that her life was greatly
despaired of, and other wrongs to the said Eliza Carr then and there did, to the great damage
of the said Eliza Carr, and against the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity.
And the jurors aforesaid, on their oath aforesaid, do further present that the said George
Aitcheson, the said William Young, the said Robert Young, the said William Coffay, on the
said third day of April, in the year aforesaid, in and upon the said Eliza Carr, in the peace
of God and our said Lord the King, then and there being, did make another assault, and
that she the said Eliza Carr in and upona certain tread-mill, then and there being, fixed and
placed, which tread-mill was then and there used in the punishment of criminals, and which
said tread-mill they the said George Aitcheson, the said William Young, the said Robert
Young, the said William Coffay, then and there caused swiftly to revolve and turn round,
and that they the said George Aitcheson, William Young, Robert Young and William Coffay
her the said Eliza Carr forcibly and against the will and consent of her the said Eliza Carr, then
and there did place and tie down, and then and there her the said Eliza Carr they the said
George Aitcheson, William Young, Robert Young and William Coffay, forcibly and against
her will did keep so tied as aforesaid, upon the tread-mill aforesaid, for a long space of time,
to wit, for the space of one hour then next ensuing, whilst the mill aforesaid was swiftly
revolving and turning round ; and that they the said George Aitcheson, the said William
Young, the said Robert Young, the said William Coffay, by the said revolving and turning
round of the tread-mill aforesaid, maliciously, unlawfully and wilfully her the said Eliza
Carr then and there did crush and bruise, by means of which crushing and bruising by the
said wheel of the tread-mill aforesaid, she the said Eliza Carr was then and there greatly hurt,
injured, wounded and bruised, so that-her life was greatly despaired of, and other wrongs to
the said Eliza Carr then and there did, to the great damage of ber the said Eliza Carr, and
against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And the jurors afore-
said, upon their oath aforesaid, do further present that the said George Aitcheson, the said
William Young, the said Robert Young, the said William Coffay, on the said third day of
April in the year aforesaid, with force and arms, at the said city and parish of Kingston, in
the county aforesaid, in and upon the said Eliza Carr, in the peace of God and our Lord the
King then and there being, did make another assault, and her the said Eliza Carr then and
there did beat, wound and ill-treat, and other wrongs to the said Eliza Carr then and there
did, to the great damage of the said Eliza Carr, and against the peace of our Lord the King, his
crown and dignity; which said bill of indictment the said grand jury, to wit, Wellwood
Hyslop and his fellows, returned “ not found.”

A true return.
(signed) Molyneux Hyde Nepean,

Clerk of the Crown, Island of Jamaica.

Geo. Aitcheson.
Ignoramus.
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RETURN of PROPERTIES

(No. 5.)

where the Crasstricatron of ApPpRENTicEs, recommended by His Excellency the

Governor to be made, has been accomplished, under the sanction of the Proprietor, Attorney, or Manager.

—e
  
ee

PROPERTY.
Name of Proprietor, Attorney,

or Manager. PROPERTY.
Name of Proprietor, Attorney,

or Manager.

 

Parish or St. Mary.

Cottage pen - = -

Decoy estate and pen

Hazard estate -

Gibraltar estate -

Spring Valley estate
Cardiff estate -

Charlottenburg estate

Rock River estate -

Smailfield estate =

New Ramble estate -
Bellfield estate -
Tremolesworth estate
Luna estate - -
Paisley plantation = -

WEsTMORELAND:
Albany estate - -
Glasgow estate ==
Mylersfield estate ~
Camp Savanna estate
Paul Island estate
Retrieve estate
Retreat estate -
Midgham estate
Moreland estate
Mount Eagle estate -
Musemure estate -
Mint estate -
Spring Garden estate
Haddow estate
Fontabelle estate
Drummond’s lodge
Canaan estate -
Orange grove -
Heath Hall

King’s pen -
Pondicherry -
Ridgland estate
Hope estate -
Negril Spots estate «
New Shafton estate «

Petersville pen -
Forest estate -
Cruise pen «
Grandvale pen
Frome estate -
Belleisle estate

Hanover:
Content estate - -

etneve's new and old works
‘aradise estate - -Rock Spring estate +
ampleton estate =
lenheim estate

Cessnock estate
ell River estate
lexandria estate

Argyle estate -
en estate

Argylepen
Knochalyaplantation
Welcome estate

. St. GzoreE:
Kildare estate -
ascade estate
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Mrs. Mary M‘Intyre.
J. G. Wick.
John Oldham.
Thomas Leamy.
John Philpot.
William Hunter.
Anthony Davis.

S. Hannaford.
Archdeacon Pope.
James Cockburn.
Alexander Barclay.
Edward Hutton,
Cockburn & Bradfield,

ditto - + ditto.

Thomas Tate.
John M‘Creath.
Edward Smith.
Dun. M‘Kenzie.
George Gordon.
Thomas Tate.
Hon. T. M‘Neel.

ditto,
ditto.

James Grant.
Hon. T. M‘Neel.

ditto.
ditto,

Benjamin Vicker.
Wn. Shilletto.
Thomas Drummond.
William Carey.
M. Anglin.
Ann Mary Moore,
Robert Biggs.
Aaron Delion.
W. H. Knott.
Thomas Tate.
P. S. Samuels.
George Pinnock,
Peter Heron.
Martin M‘Innis.
Frederick Cooper.
Donald M‘Innis,
A. M. Storer.

ditto.

Henry Brockett.
Geo. Gordon.
Alexander Watt.
John Campbell.
R. A. Feilde.
Rowland M‘Arthur.
John M°Creath.
John Fenton.
George Gordon.

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

Hon, J. V. Purrier.

Anthony Davis.
James Cockburn.  

CLARENDON:
Bryan’s Hill estate
Kellitt’s pen - - -
Low Ground estate

St. Joun:
Belmonte estate -
Fuller’s Rest estate
Mountain River estate
Lemon Hall estate
Bowerwood estate -
Spring Vale estate

Sr. ANpDREW’s:
Clifton Mount - -
Healthy Valley +

Sr. CaTHEeRINne:
Mount Pleasant - -
Cedar Valley -

Sr. ELrzaBeTu:
Grosmond pens -
Hodge’s pen
Glebe pen -
Luana pen -
Delantober pen
Roseberry estate
Saltspring pen
Fullerswood pen
Fullerswood Park
Burnt Savanna
Burcefield pen
Thatchfield pen
Hermitage pen
Brown Berry pen
Pondside pen
Burnt Savanna
Emmaus pen
Fellowship pen
Chateau pen -
Stanmore Hill
Darliston pen
Potsdam pen
Island estate ~
Appleton estate
Union estate -
Vauxhall estate -
Harmony Hall estate
Oxford estate -
Wullingford estate -
Northampton pen -
Warminster estate -
Malvern Hill -
Hili Head plantation
Newell pen - -
Farm pen -
Retreat pen -
Good Hope pen
Ridge pen -
Fyffe’s pen -
New Building pen
Lookout pen
Retreat pen
Retreat pen
Barton pen
Tyre pen
Troy pen

en3

'
@
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e

b
4

t
#

6
8

©
bp

8
b
e

e
l
e
l
l

t
l
l

l
k
l
l

k
k
k

l
k

l
k

k
l
k
l
k
l
k
l
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t
l
c
kl

h
l
k
l
k
l
k
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George Nott.
Robert Pearson.
M. Farquharson.

Charles Medley.
T. W. Barnes.
Alexander Armstrong.
Alexander Gordon.
William Lord.
W. Turner.

John Stewart.
R. W. Brien.

D. P. Mendes.
Mrs. Card.

James Heming.
William Tharpe.
Thomas P. Williams.
Mrs. Williams.
Mrs. Kennedy.
John M‘Laurin.
B. M. Tenior.
Edward Smith.
William Rowe.
Robert Malcolm.
Watt & M‘Taggart.

ditto.
ditto,

George Clarke.
Andrew Esson.
Elizabeth Taylor.
John Cuff.
William K. Hewitt.
E, F. Parris.
T. W. Parchment.
Dr. William Gordon.
John Cameron.
Thomas Higgin.
D. Sullivan,
M. Newman.
David A. Watt.
Robert Watson.
William Robertson.
William Turner.
William Walker.
O. Walloram.
James Miller.
A. H. Thompson.
William Rhodes James,
John Wallace.
George Dennis.
Robert Dunkley.
John James.
Thomas Boyes.
Mary Dunkly.
Susanna Dennis.
Abraham Dunkly.
Elizabeth Barrett.
T. Simpson,
J. M‘Clymont.
William Carter.

(continued)
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PROPERTY.
Name of Proprietor, Attorney,

or Manager. PROPERTY.

ee,

Name of Proprietor, Ate
or Manager oh

 

St. EL1zaABETH—continued.
Cabbage Valley
Bellmont estate
Hermitage pen
Kensington pen
Friendship pen
Mount Zion pen
Micham pen -
Barton Isles pen
Pern pen -
Look-out pen -
Corby Castle -
Torrington plantation
Little Ease plantation
Winduster plantation
Fort Hepe plantation
Slips plantation =~
Thatchfield Park -
Cherry Hill -  -

e
s
e

8
8
@

bp
@
@
g
a

Frenchman’s plantation
Thatchfield Park +
Franciske Valley -
Musquito Grove -
Newcome Valley -
Rockfield plantation
Orange Grove -
Planters’ plantation -
Prospect plantation +
Bigwood plantation -
Belle Vue plantation
Orange Grove -
Pleasant Field -
Hounslow pen -
Arlington pen- — =
Malvern Well- = +
Cotton Tree Valley «
Fairfield plantation -
Little Ease plantation
Fairfield pen = = =
Pleasant Hill + = -
New Savanna+ = -
Blunter’s plantation «
Keen’s Valley- =-
Content plantation -

Sr. Ann’s:
Blenheim and Cranbrook estates
York Castle estate -
Retreat pen - -
Lawrence Park -
Somerset estate -

Sr. JAMES:
Adelphi estate -
Industry estate -
Leogan estate - -
Dumfries estate -
Catherine Hall estate
Garland Grove -
Latium estate - -
Purling Stream estate
Orange estate - -
Amity Hall estate -
Flamstead estate -
Guilabro’ estate -
Mellenium Hall -
Windsor Lodge = -
Glasgow estate °
Paisley estate - +
Lethe estate - -
Cinnamon Hall ”
Lima estate - -
Somerton estate  «
Childermas estate -
Harifield estate -
Spring Garden -
Iron Shore estate «

Port Roya:
Strawberry Hill = «

e
e
t
e
e
n
e
s
e

e
t

e
t

e
o

e
e

ew
FH

gp
ow
g
g

C
r
r
e

e
e
e
e
|

 

John Ross.
A. G. Robertson.

George Creed.
J. R. Robertson,
John Temple.
Samuel Sherman,
John Salmon.
Thomas Sweetland.
Mary Wint.
Charles M‘Amoff,
Hon. W. Rowe.
Pat. James.
Deborah Live.
Elizabeth Crowe.
Edward Russell,
Joseph Ray.
Wilham Reid,
W. B. Banton.
J. J. Ray.
Ann James,
T. J. Williams.
Richard Ebanks.
John Ebanks,
Peter Sanderson.
Richard Ebanks.
Elizabeth Booth.
A. S. Barnett.
W. Rowe.

Elizabeth Lennox.
M. A. Bradford.
Edward Nembhard.
Thomas Dyer.
Isaac Isaacs.
Margaret James.
Mary Lewis.
M‘Mullings.
John Granslon.
N. B. Taylor.
John Sims.
Elizabeth Ebanks,
E. J. Keen.
Alexander Granslon.

C. Burnsley.
Mr. Sicard.
Hon. S. M. Barrett.
Hamilton Brown.
John Burford.

J. V. Purrier.
J. W. M'Kenzie.
Lawrence Hislop.
James Dunstone.
George Gordon.
Henry Hunter.,
William Murray.
Henry Hunter,
Semuel F. Delap.
George Gordon,

ditto.
ditto.

F. B. Gibbes.
George Gordon,

ditto.
ditto,

Samuel Anderson.
S. M. Barrett.
George Gordon.
M. Farquharson.
George Gordon.
L. Hislop.
George Gordon.
L. Hislop.

Richard Savage.  

Porr RovaL—continued.
Little Hope pen -
Resource plantation
Industry plantation
Clydesdale plantation
Mount Hybla -
Mount Elizabeth -
Washington plantation
Hampstead plantation
Violet Bank - -
Hopewell -
Chester Vale -
Westphalia -
Flamstead pen
Castile Fort pen

St. Davin’s:
Whitfield Hall plantation
Epping Farm -
Hibernia plantation
Mount Tiviot -
Abbey Green -

TRELAWNY:
Carrick Foyle estate
Irving Tower estate
Cambridge estate -
Pern estate - -
Lansquenet estate
Pern estate - -
Good Hope estate -
Coney estate -
Windsor pen estate
Pantre Pant estate -
Potosi estate - -
Wales estate - -
Merrywood estate -
Top Hill estate
Lintor Park estate -
Golden Grove estate
Silver Grove estate
Florence Hall -

MANCHESTER :
Grove Place plantation
Park Hall plantation
Asia plantation =-
Java plantation = -
Woodside plantation
Keynsham pen «
Knock Patrick plantation
Donnington plantation
Glen Head plantation
Marshall’s pen -
Woodlawn plantation
Newfield plantation
Bloomfield plantation
Porus plantation -
Boxbro’ plantation
Mayday plantation
George’s Valley -
Wickwar estate -
Mount Prospect -
Blenheim - — -
Epping Forest plantation
Bull Dead plantation
New Hall plantation
Lochaber - -
Chievelly plantation
Mons - -
Windsor Forest -
Pans Lodge - =
Ardenne Forest ~

Str. Dororny:
Kelly’s estate «

PoRTLAND:
Mount Pleasant -

VERE:
Salt River + -

e
#

@
©

@
6

¢
@

©
©

8
e
e

8

 

a

John Watson.
James Cockburn,

ditto.
George Dixon.
Andrew Simpson.
Charles M‘Glasham,
J. W. Carter.
Sarah M‘Dermott.
William George Lowe,
Andrew Simpson.
Hinton Spalding,
John Maes.
Charles Fyfe.
H. F. Lesjie.

Elin, Scott & Co.
ditto.

Peter M‘Dermott.
John Wiles,
Edward Thompson.

William Mullett.
Dawson Hislop.
S. M. Barrett.
R. Heming.
William Tharp.
R. Heming.
William Tharp.

ditto.
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

| George Gordon.
ditto.

J. Geddes.

Richard Jackson.
Adam Hogg.
Abraham South.
J. B. Scholey..
Benjamin Tamuda.
George B. Medley.
Thomas Wheatle.
— Adlam.
W. Hobbie.
Lord Balcarras.
W, Robertson.
H. Branfoot.
Adam Hogg.

ditto.
ditto.

J. M‘Catty.
Alexander Napier.
William Heath.
Thomas Sweetland.
Mr. G. Brooks.
Hon. W. Rowe.
H. Hunter.
J. Stevenson.
J. A. Britten.
H. Wm. South.
Herman Hendricks.
Mr. Reid.
Thomas Wheatle.

ditto.

Marquis of Sligo.

John Oldham.

J. W. Turner.
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(No. 6.)
My Lord, ; Hertford, 4 July 1886.

I nave the honour of forwarding my report for your Excellency’s information. Many of
the estates have served the usual allowance of clothing, and the apprentices seemedperfectly
satisfied, as not a complaint was brought before me on either side. On one estate [ would
observe, where the same allowances are given to the free as well as the apprenticechildren,
one of the negroes declined accepting any for his free child, although gratuitously given.

I have, &e.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thos. M. Oliver,

ke. &e. 8 &e. Special Justice.

JAMAICA.

 

(No. 7.)

FORTY-FIFTH RULE for the Guidance of the Special Magistrates.

Tue practice of making the apprentice work on the eight-hour system appearing to defeat
the intention of the Abolition Act, in giving the four and a half hours per week additional
for the cultivation of their grounds, although it certainly is strictly within the letter of the
law, his Excellency thinks it his duty to remedy the inconvenience to the apprentices as
much as possible. He therefore recommends it to you, that when the apprentices are worked
on the eight-hour system, and that any application is made to you to give additional labour
in exchange for any time which may have been lost by them, you will decree the repay-
ment of such time during the four first days of the week, diminishing their breakfast and
dinner hours to what is absolutely necessary, and giving the rest of the time either after or
before the usual time of turning out or turning in, as the case may make it expedient to you.
The too frequent sentence of giving up the Saturdays forces the apprentice, in order to raise
food, to work on Sundays, in itself a most unadvisable measure. It also prevents his attend-
ing Divine worship, another most improper result. He therefore hopes that in your future
decisions you will attend to this suggestion. When they are worked on the nine-hour system
the case is different, there is not then sufficient time to repay the lost work in those four
first days.

 

(No. 8.)

Extract of a LETTER from Special Justice Baines to the Marquis of Sligo,
dated Retreat, 12 July 1836.

In making my brief report, I have the honour to state that all the crops are taken off in
my district, with the exception of two estates that are delayed in consequence of having
sustained considerable injury to their breeze mills early in the season, but the whole will be
completed this week. The overseers seem satisfied with the conduct and exertions of the
people during crop time, and have evinced that feeling by giving all the people rice, flour,
sugar and rum.

(No, 9.)
St. Ann’s, 12 July 1836.

Tue affairs of the different properties in this district are going on as well as canpossibly
be expected ; a number of estates are making sugar, which is of a very superior quality, and
the apprentices are workin cheerfully for wages, which is regularly paid them; good
week’s work is performed. Llandovery, with two sets of coppers, working double spell of
nine hours each, has made from 19 to 23 hogsheads of sugar of a ton weight. Blenheim has
made with one set of coppers, in the same time, 15 hogsheads, the same weight, per week.
Banks makes 10 a week in 16 hours. Richmond, Windsor and Drax Hall also do very
good weeks’ work. The people on the last-named estate were at first very ill disposed to
work, but from the steady persevering conduct of the present overseer, who treats his people
kindly when they deserve it, they may be considered to be well behaved, and are working
well. All the other estates have also considerably improved ; the district looks well, but
cultivation is considerably retarded, from the very severe dry weather that has set in, the
young canes suffering very much, and those just planted will have to be replanted again if
there is no rain shortly; this considerably affects the prospects for next year’s crops;
however, taking into consideration, the district has a very favourable appearance, and exhi-
bits a marked improvement. It must be particularly gratifying to his Excellency the
Governor to receive so favourable a report, and it gives me pleasure in making this state-
ment of facts. Let the gloomy minded talk as they will, the sugar is made and the thing
speaks for itself. The canes are planted, and if they do not come to perfection, it is no fault
of the system.

.
(signed) W. H. Sawley, Special Justice.

521.
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(No. 10.)

QUARTERLY RETURN of Vatuarions, effected between1 April and 30 June 1836.

NAME NAME ESTATE,
of of or PARISH, CLASS. VALUE. If paid

MAGISTRATE. APPRENTICE. MASTER’S NAME. oF not,

i OT mca,

Baynes, E. D.: £ os. a.
Sarah Ann Thomas - -| Spring Mount - -| St. John « - |preedial, unat¢] 6113 4 | not paid
William Ewart - =| Clifford’s - - ditto - -| ditto -| 8 — = | ditts —
Richard Bennet - - ditto - - « ditto - -{ ditto -{ 7o 16 8 paid,
Elizabeth Penzelly - «| Thetford - + ditto -  -| non-predial | 28 4 — | ditto,
Letitia - - - -| Rest plantation - ditto - -| preedial, att? | 85 - -— | not paid,
Richard Valentine - - ditto - - « ditto - +] ditto -1 5210 —| ditto,

Barnes, T.J.:
Sarah Stuart - - -j Air Mount - | St. Thos~ye-East| predial -| 40 - = | paid,

Bourxne, STEPHEN:
Susannah Francis - - | Constitution-hill - | St. Andrew's -| proedial, att? | 45 6 8 paid,
Milly Wells - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| non-preedial 24 = — | ditto,
Brown Hall « - ~| William Rae, esq. -| St. David’s -| pradial, att? | 44 16 — | not paid
Eleanor Williams + ~| Charlottenburgh -| St. Andrew's -{| ditto -{ 50 8 —-| paid.
William Welch . « | Greenwich-hill » ditto’ - -| ditto ~]| 4416 8 | ditto,
Jane Bogie - + ~-| Rose-hill -  - ditto - -| non-preedial | 26 8 —-| ditto,
Cecilia Davis - - -| Hall’s Prospect - ditto - -| predial, att! | 43.17 ~- | ditto,
Solas Small - - - ditto « - - ditto - «| ditto -} 3217 10 | ditto,
William Hall - - - ditto - - - ditto - -} constable -{ 60 6 —| not paid
Mary Ann Dawkins - - ditto - - - ditto -« -| preedial, att?} 38 5 11 | ditto,
Eliza Williams - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -1| 49 6 8| ditto,
Richard Steele ~ «| Mount Felix - -/| Port Royal -j ditto -| 28 -— = | ditto.

Breiy, Wittiam A.:
Charles Smith - - - | Belmore Castle -| St. Elizabeth -| preedial, ist | 58 1 8 | paid,

class,
Francis Daly - - «| Bartonestate - - ditto - | predial -{ 28 6 8| ditto,
Caroline Smith - -| Look-out Pen - - ditto + -/| non-predial | 16 — ~| ditto,
Thomas Smith - - -| Berlin estate -« - ditto - -{ predial -| 53 6 8| ditto,
Henrietta Williams - ~-| Mexicoestate « - ditto - -{ ditto -| 4213 4 | not paid
Cecilia Berry - - -| Vauxhall estate + ditto - -| non-predial | 30 -— —~| ditto.

Coorer, Ricnarp §.,:
John Smith - + +} Orange Bay - -| Hanover - ~-| predial -{ 1013 4 | paid.
Sarah Kelly - +| Haughton Hall - ditto - -| ditto -| 37:15 § | ditto.
William Irvin - - -| Cessnock - - ditto - -| ditto -{ 5115 § | not paid
Jessy Williams - - -| Jas. Graham,esq. - ditto - ~| non-preedial 25 - 7 | paid.
Jessy Malcolm ~- «| Pell Riverestate ~- ditto - | ditto -~| 18 2 14| ditto,
Mary Cameron - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -~| 25 — — | ditto.
Elizabeth March = - - ditto - - - ditto - «| ditto -{ 25 - —| ditto.
Rebecca Martin : - ditto - - - ditto - -{| ditto -| 25 - —| not paid
Joseph Dias - - -|-EstateofP.M.Kerry, ditto - -| ditto -| 31 1 2 | ditto.

deceased.
Molly Blythe - - {| John Blythe,esq. -{| ditto - | pradial -| 23 12 1| ditto.

Cocxine Ratra:
Kitty Young - - - |Dumfries - St. James - -| non-predial | 24 8 11 | puid.
Sophia Willocks - -| Somerton - ditto -. =| predial -| 28 1. 14| ditto.

CarnaBy, WILLIAM:
Charles Campbell -~ ~- | --W.S. Grignon, esq.| St. James -| non-predial | 57 6 8| paid.

Montego Bay. .
James Reid - - -| Unity Hall estate - ditto - -| ditto -}| 50 -— =| not paid.
Isabella Galloway - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 21 $11 | paid.
Jane Bunny - + «{IrwinCastle - - ditto - -| ditto -{ 27 = — | ditto.
Mary Keer + =  ~-| Spring Garden estate ditto - -| ditto -} 19 10 — | not paid.
William Humphry - -| Irwin estate - - ditto - -| preedial -| 83 17 10| ditto.
William Munro - -| Carthagina estate - ditto - +! ditto -| 14 = — | paid.
Eliz. Ferguson - - | Barnstaple estate Trelawny -| non-predial 2512 =

CHaMBERLAIN, K.:
Dorinn Bashful - = | Sheckle’s Pen - «| Clarendon predial -| 25 -— — | paid.
John Naim - + -| Cotes Pen ~~ ~~ ditto - -| domestic -| 22 10 —| ditto.
William Johnson - Parnassus - - ditto - -|~ - predial,| 75 ~- — | ditto.

blacksmith, .
Susanna Clerke ~~ + dito - - - ditto - -| non-predial | 28 — —| ditto,
Mary Murrel - - - ditto « - - ditto -| ditto - 18 13 4 | notpaid.
Richard Francis - - ditto - - - ditto - -| carpenter -| 7713 4 | paid
Sarah Bayley - - =| Cote’s Pen - - ditto - -| predial -| 35 — —| ditto.
Ann Ed. Jones - © { Mr. Henriques +| Spanish Town ~| non-predial | 23 -— —| ditto      
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{
Douxwe, ParRICK: . £ s. d.

Rozanno More - -| Albion -  - ~~] St. Davids -/| predial -| 52 — —| not paid.Eliza Strachan -  -|- - House of Correc- ditto - -|non-predial | 31 2 3 | paid.
tion, Easington.

Eleanor Grant - - += | Cherry Garden - ditto - -j ditto -| 26 g 8| ditto.
George Munroe - ~| Windsor Casile - ditto - -| predial -| 75 610 j not paid.
Henry Wiles - - ~ | Windsor Castle - ditto - -| ditto -| 57 4 6 | paid.
Eliza Gardiner- ©  ~{ Richmond Vale - ditto - -| non-predial | 36 2 3 | not paid.
Cornelia Grant - -{Swamps- -— . ditto - -{ ditto -| 2417 6 | paid.
Mitchel Francis - +| Cocoa Walk - .« ditto -| preedial 10 17 go! not paid.
Diana Scott - - -{ MountSinai - - ditto - -| ditto -| 68 1 1 | ditto.
Eleanor Fisher- = -| Lioyd’s - - ~ «. ditto - | non-predial | 38 17 10| paid.
Henry Eady - - «| RiverHead - ~ ditto + -| predial +] 68 1 1 | not paid.
James Harris - - = dito -~ - «. ditto - -| ditto -}| 68 1 1 | ditto.
Rebecca M‘Farlane - -| May Hall - - ditto - -|non-preedial | 36 2 3 | paid.

Davies, THOMAS:
Mary A. Collins  - ~~| Tremolesworth - | St. Mary’s - | non-predial | 24 — ~| paid.
Harriett Gaskett ~~ -| Agualta Vale estate ditto - -| predial -/| 24 — — | ditto.
Mary Hennesy- - ~-| Carltonestate- - ditto - -{| ditto -| 24 — =| ditto.
Helen Willock - - - | Green Castle estate - ditto - - | ditto -{| 24 — — | ditto.
Theophilus Lyons - -{| John Frazier - = - ditto - -| ditto -| 25 - —| not paid.
Archibald Edwards - -| Nonsuch estate - ditto - -| ditto -{. 338 -— — | paid.
Margaret Chroeder - = -| Tremolesworth estate ditto - -| ditto -]| 23 10 — | not paid.
Silvester Hare - +  -~-| Agualta Vale estate - ditto - -J| ditto -({ 12 = —| paid.
Latera Norton - = ~~| Water Valley estate - ditto - -| predial -{ 10 — —| not paid.
Sarah Funderbury - -j Friendship estate - ditto - | non-predial |} 24 — — | paid.
Sarah Carghil - - ~ | Claremont Pen - ditto - -|predial -{| 4013 4| not paid.
Dorothy Williams - - ditto - -  - ditto - -| ditto -~] 2613 4 | ditto.
John Cargill - - - ditto - -  « ditto - .~| ditto -| 53 6 8| ditto.
Alick Willock - -  ~- | Green Castle estate - ditto - -{|non-predial| 20 ~ —| paid.

Dawson, Jas.K. + No valuations to date.

Ditton, T. A.:
Francis Robertson - - {Content - - -]| St. Ann -  ~-]| non-predial | 2710 —-| paid.
Adam Christy - - - {| Cam Valley - ° ditto - -| predial -| 49 16 63| ditto.
Rebecca Cammell - -| Meur House -~ - ditto - -| ditto -{| 45 11 14) ditto.
JulianGray - = -| Kensington -  - ditto = -{| ditto -{ 38 8 g| ditto.
Amy Dawson - - ~|Abauker - - * ditto - ~| non-predial | go 11 14| ditto.
ElizaCalum - - -{Meda - - - ditto - «| pradial -/ 18 4 g | ditto.

Facey, R. B.:
Samuel Barrack - ~| Ginger Hill - -| St. Elizabeth -| predial -{ 50 - — | paid.
Sarah Green « - - ditto - - - ditto - -1 ditto -}| 39 139 4| ditto.
Mary Fennell - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| non-predial 12 — = | ditto.
Catherine Crawford - - ditto -  - - ditto - -|predial -{! 1010 — | ditto.
Francis Germain = - - ditto - -  -| St. James + | non-preedial | 15 ~ — | ditto.
Mary Field =< - - ditto - - - ditto - -| predial -{! 22310 — | ditto.
Georgiana Scarlett - -| Scarlett Field - - | Westmoreland -| ditto -] 26 . = | ditto.
Jane M‘Dougald -  ~- | Belvidere - +] Hanover - -j{ non-predial | 17 15 10 | ditto.
William Wigginmore- —-| Floyd’s Lodge- = ditto - ~-|predial -| 41 14 4 | ditto.
Eleanor Hind - - - ditto « - - ditto - -| non-predial| 17 6 8 | not paid.

Fisnzourwe, E. E.:

Mary A. Horsefield - —~'} Fort George Pen -| St. George -| non-predial | 26 — ~| paid.
Eliz. Morrice - - -| Hill-side plantation -| St. Mary’s -| predial -}| 18 6 8 | ditto.
Fanny Hennett - = ditto - - - ditto - - | ditto -| 1013 4| ditto.

Fintaysox, Wanrer:
Mary L. Appieton - -{ Bluehole- - ~{| St. James -| predial -} 23 2 3 | paid.
Sam.Tristy - + - Spring - - = ditto - -{ ditto -{| 45 6 8| ditto.
Ann Grife - - «| Providence <- - ditto - - | non-preedial | 22 10 ~ | ditto.
Edward Brown - ~ | ~~ Miss Grant, Mon- ditto - -| ditto -| 52 8 8 | not paid.

. tego Bay. . .AnnVidal - - =| Miss Murray, ditto -| ditto - -| ditto -| 45 - —| paid.
David M‘Lennan ss « -{ Miss Boyd, ditto - ditto - -| ditto -| 11 5 —| ditto. .
George Miller - - .| Mrs, Reddish, ditto-| ditto -  - dito -| 34 8 6| not paid.
Emilie Simpson - - | Miss M‘Lean, ditto - ditto - -| ditto -] 3711 2| ditto.
Richard Hakhison - = - Anchovey - ditto - -{|predial -] 69 8 11 | ditto.
John Cremen - ~ -| Catherine Mount - ditto - -/ ditto -| 50 - — | ditto.William Wilson = -| Success - - -| ditto - -| ditto -| 8213 4| ditto.
Frante Chambers - - | Cornwall - - ditto - -{ ditto -| 55 - — | ditto.
Edward Shergold ~| -- Mr. Levi, Montego ditto - - | non-preedial | 38 15 7 | ditto,

Bay. .
James Watt - = - CatherineHall - ditto - -| predial - 618 11 | paid.

(continued)
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Finiayson, WaLTER—continued, £ 8 d,
Rachael L. Johnstone - | Williamsfield - -| St. James ~| predial - 6 18 11 | paid.

Peter - - - | -- M. N. Anderson, ditto - - | non-predial |} 19 16 8 | ditto,
Montego Bay.

Richard Jackson = - - | Mount Parnassus - ditto - -;| predial -| 47 6 8| ditto,

Gorey, Jonny:
Psyche M‘Intosh + Mount Moses - -| St. Andrew's +| predial -/| 32 - —| paid.
Mary Ann Young - Catherine Pitt- + ditto - + 7 non-predial | 22 8 4j ditto,
Penelope Brown - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -{ 22 8 4| not paid,

Hewitt, WILL1aM:

Jane Williams - - ~| Shady Grove - -| St. George -|predial -/ 46 ~ —| paid,

Haminton, CHENEY:
John Lowe - - «| William George Lowe| Port Royal +| predial -] 55 3 8| not paid
Louis Jackson - - »* | Drummond Castle - ditto - -j| ditto =| 27 10 — | paid.
Cath, Whilfield - - ditto - - - ditto - «| non-predial | 26 18 4 | ditto,
Eleanor M‘Dermot = -/{ Castile Fort Pen = - ditto - -| predial -j} 27 10 —| not paid,
Elizabeth Stevens - -| ditto - + -{ ditto - -| ditto -| 38 10 —| ditto,
George - - | Orchard - - . ditto + -| ditto -} 72 8 4| ditto.

Hawkins, CHARLES:
Henry Clerke - - - | Brace - - -| Trelawny - -| predial -| 35 —~ — | paid.
David Hyslop - - - |Brampton - - ditto - -| ditto -| 70 = — | ditto.
William Hutton - - ditto « - - ditto - -| ditto -~| 30 — -- | ditto,
Catherine Porter = - -| Lancaster ° - ditto - -| ditto -| 5416 8| ditto.
Frances Donavan « -| Arcadia - - - ditto - - non-preedial
Eleanor Barrett . - ditto - - - ditto -« - itto -
Francis Chrystie - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto - value to be Kept for fat
Lother Cross ~ - - ditto - - - ditto - - | predial - €r Investigation,
Eliza Aimworth - -| Georgie - . - ditto - -| non-predial

|

Hawarys, Gzo. O.:
Eliza Evans - - +| Farm Pen - +-| St. Catherine -| predial «| 12 = —| paid.
Abelona Murphy - +1! Twickenham Park -| ditto - ditto -| 67 1 9g| not paid,
Cecilia Richards - -| Craig Ellichie - - ditto - ditto ~| - - the magistrates could

not agree as to her value,
Francis Spatt - - *| Spencer’s Pen - - ditto - - | non-predial | 21 7 10!paid.
Johanna Roberts = | Taylor’sCaymanas -{ ditto - «| ditto -{ 2414 4 | not paid,
Eliza Markland - -| Healthful-hill - ° ditto - - | predial -| 24 4 8 | ditto.
Anne Williams - + | Miss Octerlony - ditto - -{| non-predial | 24 4 8 paid.

Harris, James: |
Eleanor Clement + ~- | Sarah Byfield - — - |St.-Thomas-ye-Vale| non-predial | 59 g —- | not paid,
Anne Birmingham - ~| Sterling Castle = ditto - -| ditto -}| 5% 4 1 | ditto.
Samuel Ross - - -| Bybrook- = - -| ‘ditto - - | predial -| 8317 9g} paid.
Kitty Edwards - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -1| 33 11 14) ditto,
Joseph Brown - - -{Mr.M‘Dermott- - ditto - {| ditto -| go 17 6 | not paid.
MariaCooper - - ~-| Hog Hole - ditto - - | non-predial | 29 1 10 | ditto,
Jane Anne Hammond -| Dove Hall - - ditto - -| ditto -~} 13 8 4| ditto.
Edward Wellington - -| Hill-side - - - ditto + -| predial -{ 39 12 8 | ditto.
Aba Taylor - - -| Harker’s Hall - - ditto + -{| ditto -} §8 13 4| ditto.

Hume, J. R.:
Henry Miller - + = -| William Gordon, esq. |Hanover - ~-| predial -} 56 - =| paid.
Margaret Rhodes = -+| Mrs. Brown - - ditto - + j| non-predial | 27 -— — !ditto.
Frederick Chisholm - +{ Rose Hill - + ditto - -|predial -{ 65 -— — | ditto,
Richard Chambers - -{ Esher - - - ditto ~- - ditto -| 83 — — | notpaid.
Samuel Blagrove « - | Orchard - - - ditto - - ditto -} 83 - . _
W.C.Gillen - - -j|J.Samuels + = ditto = =) non-predial | 80 - - -
T. J. Campbell -  -| Askinish ~ - - ditto = - ditto -[{ 71 = - -
Samuel Grant - - «| Alexander Grant - ditto - - dito «/{ 71 = = _
Aaron M‘Allan - + | - - Estate Alexander ditto - - ditto -/} 4710 — ; paid.

_ | M‘Allan, .
AbigailGrant - +  ~-| Rose Hill -  - ditto - -| predial -| 82 — = | not paid.
James M‘Donald = - ~| Kewestate ~- - ditto - - dito -| 68 — - _
Richard Bingley - - ; Rebecca M‘Allan - ditto - . dito -{ 54 - = _
Isabella Campbell - -| Prosper = - - ditto - + { non-predial 6 19 =! paid.

Hixy, Ricnarp: .
William Walters  -  -| John Fletcher -| St. Catherine +| non-predial | 24 13 4; not paid.
Margaret Mitchel - -| Sarah Jane Stanbury ditto - - ditto - 19 10 ~ ; paid.
Isabella Burrowes =- - ditto - - - ditto - - ditto -{ 1910 = | ditto. —
Kitty - - «| Hog Hole Plantation ditto - -|predial -] 24 2 @ | part paid.
Catherine Brown - =~| Eliz. Kelly Jackson - ditto + +| non-predial | 21 12 8 | paid.
Ann Barnes - + -1 Rev. W.S. Coward - ditto . ditto -{ 34 — — | ditto.  
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Kerry, DanteL W. : Zoos d.
Francis Hunt - - - Bogestate - - | Westmoreland -| preedial appe| 32 1 4 | notpaid.
Richard Johnston - + | Windsor Forest estate| ditto -  -|do. carpenter! 56 1 3| ditto,
Alexander Samuels - -| Bog - - - ditto - - | non-preedial 9 5 —| paid.
William Young - -| Haddo Pen - - ditto - -| ditto - 710 — | ditto,
Eten. Young - * - ditto - . - ditto . -| ditto - 3 - - | ditto.
Edward Young - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 14 5 =~ | ditto.
Mary Forester -"“ o5 ditto - - ~- ditto - -| ditto -| 15 10 — | ditto,
Edward Campbell - - Endeavour settlement ditto - ~ |pre. carpenter| 63 15 — | not paid.
Diana Woodbine - -/ Chilton Pen -~ - ditto -~ ~~ do. apprentice 54 2 8 | ditto.
Richard Dobson - + ditto - - . ditto - -| prédial -] 3717 4 | ditto.
William Rose - - =| Peteraville Pen - ditto - = |do.carpenter| 62 18 4| paid.
Thomas Hooper - ~-,; Clifden Pen = «| ditto -  « ido. apprentice! 55 10 — } ditto.

Kent, HENRY:
Thomas Brown + -| Sheddon- +  ~-/| St. David’s  -| predial -~| 76 110 | paid.
Thomas Duncombe - -| «+ Boatswain on Bar- ditto «= -| ditto 64 16 6 | ditto.

. bicue Pentyn estate,
Elizabeth Smith + «| Whitfield Hall - ditto - - | non-predial | 31 2 5 | ditto.
Margaret Walker - + ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 33 4 6 | ditto,
Mary O‘Hanlan - ditto - -  - ditto - «/ ditto -]| 11 1 § | ditto.
Sarah Leigh - - ditto - - «. ditto - «| ditto -| 35 8 8 | ditto.
Mary Ann Parke - + { Westphalia - -| Port Royal «| ditto -| 39 7 3 j ditte.
Sarah Richards - =| Epping Farm - -| St. David's -| predial -| 49 4 6 | ditto.
Rosanna Gardiner - - | Chester Vale - - | Port Royal -| ditto -]| 20 12 3 | ditto.
Elizabeth Bull « - {| Robertsfield - - ditto - -| ditto - 813 4| ditto.

Luoyp, SAMUEL:
Joanna Wiles - - +1] Bradwire - «| St. Andrew’s -| predial -} 35 — — | paid,
Jane Wiles = - - ditto -  « - ditto += -| ditto -{ 20 — = | ditto,
Alexander White - -{CharlesShaw ~~ - ditto - -/j non-predial | 32 -— — | ditto.
Johanna Grant “ -| Sarah Palmer ~ - ditto - -| ditto -] 25 — —| ditto.
Eleanor Fine - - - | Maverty - - - ditto - - | ditto -| 2114 — | ditto,
Betsy Eliston - - ~-j| Airy Castle -  -~ ditto - -| ditto -{| 16 — — | ditto.
Jane Mitchell - - - | Provost Rock River ~ | Clarendon -| ditto -| 35 - — | ditto.

Lanzert,0.S.:
Cecilia Williams - | Flint River - | St.Mary's -| predial -| 37 6 8| paid.M‘Intosh Williams - -| Berry Hill - + | St. Thos.-ye-Vale| ditto -| 16 - — | ditto.
John Welch - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto =} 16 — = | ditto.
Hugh S. Faulknor - | ditto - «| ditto . -| ditto -| 16 — = | ditto.

William Brown Gilzeau - ditto - - - ditto « -| ditto -!| 16 -— —| ditto.
William Henry Gilzeau- ditto ~ - « ditto - -| ditto -| 18 — — | ditte.
Eliza M‘Gibbon - -| Alippo - ° ~| St. Mary’s «| ditto -| 19 10 — | not paid.
Bushy M‘Gibbon = - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -~} 4610 —| ditto,
MaryMur + + -|Essex - + - ditto - -| non-pradial | 26 — — | paid.
Elizabeth Caroline = ditto - - - ditto - -1| ditto -| 18 — — | ditto,
Bessy Smellie - - -| Platfield - - . ditto - -| ditto -| 2410 — | ditto,

Laiaw, Henry:
Mary Quin - - ~{ Walton - + ~-|St.Ann’s- ~j non-predial | 26 — - | paid.
Henry Ratigan - -°| Amity Hall - -| ditto - +] predial -{ 113 6 8 { notpaid.
William Christie + +{ Pedre’s River - ditto - «=| ditto -| 99 - —| ditto.
Sarah Elizabeth - -| Retirement - - ditto - -| ditto -} 55 6 8 | paid.
Johanna Patterson + +) Huddon- - -| ditto - -| non-predial | 26 — -| paid.
Elvidina Rose - + | Retirement - - ditto - -| predial -| 35 - — | ditto,
Ellen Garrick . -| Belmont - - - ditto -« -| ditto -{ 51 6 8 | ditto,
JohnBlack - - -| Abraham plantation - ditto - -| ditto -| 74 — = | not paid.
Thomas Pitcairn - ~~! Faith Pen - - ditto - -j| ditto -} 63 5 ~| paid.
Richard Chambers - +; ditto - - -| ditto - -| ditto -| 63 5 —| ditto.
Elizabeth Chambers - - ditto - - . ditto - -| ditto -| 4910 - ditto,
Jane Maleu- . - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 4910 —| ditto,
James Laws. - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 4910 —| ditto, .
Henrietta Sinclair - - ditto - - - ditto + -| ditto -| 49 10 — | not paid,

Lyon, Epuunp B.:
Rosanna Robertson - - {| Dunt Robin - -| St. Thos.-ye-East { non-preedial | 20 6 8 ! paid.
Jane Sherras ~ - -| Lyssons - - - ditto - -| predial -| 2010 — | ditto.
Henry Thomas - +|Burrowfeld - -| ditto - -| ditto -| 18 — —| ditto.
Nanny ‘Thomas - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto _7{ 1013 4 ditto,
Abraham Johnson « - | Spring - - - ditto - - non-preedial 16 — — | ditto. .
Ba Alcock += + | Seymour Garden -} St. David’s  -| predial -| 37 6 8 | not paid.
wire!Wilson - -j; Montpelier = - -| St. Thos,-ye-East ditto -; 20 — — { paid,
Agham Howell - -| Serge Island - - ditto - -{ ditto -| 5510 = | ditto,
Toh Bamfyld - - =| IslandHead - -| ditto - ~-| non-predial | 25 — — | ditto,
‘obert Francis - -| Prospect Pen - - ditto - -| predial +: 36 - —| ditto.

(continued)
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Lyon, Epmunp B.—continued. ; £8. d.
Henry Robertson - -| Prospect Pen ~ —_-| St. Thos.-ye-East| predial - | 17 — — | paid
Nelly Beckford - ~ [Bostonand Buckingham} ditto - ~|non-predial | 25 -— —| ditto,
Sarah Barnwell - - |Palmetto River - ditto - -j{ ditto -}| 16 -— — | ditto,
Janette M‘Pherson - -| Coley - - - ditto - - | ditto =} 10 13 4 | ditto,
William Francis - -| Blue Mountain - ditto - -| predial -| 53 6 8| ditto,
Mary A. Alpin - ditto - - ditto - -| non-predial | 17 6 8| ditto,

M‘Leop Arex. N.
John Willis - « -| Stanford Hill - -| St. Dorothy -j} predial -{ 94 — — paid,

Monessy, Henry:
William Pike - - - | Mr, Pike - - | Kingston - -| butcher +] 101 3 4 | paid,
John Wilson - - - | Catherine Seaman - ditto - -| domestic -{| 36 ~ ~ | ditto,
Robert Johnson - - | Mrs. Elizabeth Davis ditto - -| ditto -} 37.10 = | ditto,
Felice - - - - | Samuel Alleerga =- ditto - - |] ditto =| 31 5 —| ditto,
Hester - - - - | Maria Bernard - ditto - -| ditto ~{ 39 - -
Francis Mowatt - - | Miss Booth - - ditto - - | ditto -| 4 -—- =
Jane Munroe - - - ditto - - . ditto - -| ditto - 9--

(Discharged) Adam H. Joseph + { Mr. Henriques - dito - -J- - «/] 16 — +
Peter Hibbert- +  -| Head plantation - |St. Thos-ye-East|- - -{| a5 —~ ~
Eliza Brown + - -| Juliana Askwith -| Kingston - -|- - -| 20 - «=
John E, Curtis - - {| Solomon Bennett - ditto - -|- - -}| 10 = =
William Grant . - |Estate ofA. Donaldson ditto - -|- - -{| lo - -
Annette L.Crouse - +| Josephine Petit John ditto - e|- - -] 26 —- =
Monomia Brown - -{C. Marshall - - ditto - -|- - ~{| 20 — =
Thomas Martin - +f Abraham Lazarus - ditto - -|- - - - 5 = | «for goo

conduct,
Rosanna Wilson - -{ James Thura - - ditto - -[- - - 5 6 8 | ditto
HughWilson ~ >|} apprentices to James ditto - ~}- - -] 16 = -
James Wilson - - Thura.
Adelina Bicca - - -| Eleanor Hinds -|- - -j- - - -~ 1 = | -forgnl

conduct
Charles Skerrett - - | Mr. Castello . ef. - “[- - -|- - -| ditto,
Eliza Fyfe - + =] Mr. Nethersole _

Marton, W. F.:
Eliza Lewis - - -{ Ramble - - ~-| St. Mary’s -| pre.attached| 53 1 10| notpaid,
Philip Roden - - - ditto - - “ ditto = =] ditto -} 53 1:10 | ditto.
Jane Marshall - - | JohnGreenland' - ditto - =| non-predial | 31 2 3| paid,
Ann Dacres + = {| Pamberton Valley - dittlo + -{pre.attached] 46 4 54] not pail
Peter Neil - + - ditto - - -« ditto - | ditto -| 72 4 54 ditto.
Mary A.M‘Kay -— - ditto - --. -« ditto -  -{| non-predial | 31 2 3 | ditto,
William Davis -  - -{| Leich settlement - ditto - {| ditto -{| 31 2 3 | paid.
Eliza Campbell - - ditto -  - - ditto - -| ditto ~| 31 2 3 | ditto
Elizabeth Williams - - ditto - - «- ditto - .| ditto -| 1813 4| ditto.
Henry Tucker - ditto - - - ditto - .| ditto -| 28 8 103} ditto,
Malvina M‘Pherson - -| Albion - - - ditto - -| ditto -{ 18 ~ — | ditto.
Regina Diag - - -{Tryall - - - ditto . «~|pre.attached| 36 16 8 | not puid
Desiah Attry - - ditto - - « ditto - -| non-preedial | g0 - — | ditto.
Robert Frank - + ~]| Fellowship Hall =- ditto - «= |pre.attached|] 48 3 4| paid.
Mary A.Gordon - - ditto - - - ditto « -| ditto -{ 3616 8 | ditto
Sally Jacques = - -~ ditto - - ditto - .| ditto - | 41 3 4| not paid
Mercella Wilson - + |Langley- - ~-|{ ditto -  -| non-predial | 23 3 3 | paid
Nancy - - -| E.R. Jackson -| St. Catherine’s -| ditto ~ 914 6 | ditto
Joseph Russell - «| Twickenbam Park - ditto - «= |pre.attached} 64 — — | not paid
Susan Tulloch= - = - ditto - - «| ditto - «| ditto -| 22 4 7 | paid

Noxay, James: .
Fliza Hissom - - -| Straton Hall - - | Vere - -| non-predial | 27 11 9 paid.Catherine Fitzgerald - | Moreland - - ditto « ditto -| 24 — — | ditto
William Roberts - -| Straton Hall - - ditto - -| predial -} 43 ~ — | notpaid

Oxiver, THomas M. : | .
Klizabeth Stone James -j| Carrowenan - - |Westmoreland -| non-preedial | 24 ~ — paid.Sarah M‘Culloch - =; Basil Drummond -| ditto - -/| predial -| 28 6 8:|ditto.Eleanor Cope - - -|Thomas Bird, esq. - ditto - -| non-predial | 28 17 10 | ditto.
Jane Shringle - - - | Mr. Shares + - ditto - -| ditto -| 23 2 4| not paid

Ovex1, Jonn. - No valuations to date.

Pryce, SAMUEL: .
Mary Walker ~ - -| Tweed House - -]| Trelawny- - predial -| 43 6 8 | not piJulian Reid’ - - =| Pembroke - = - ditto -  ~-| non-predial | 24 — — | paid.
Paul Doig - - «| Wakefield - ditto - -| ditto -~{ 12 - ~ notpail
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_

Prxck, SAMUEL—continued. . . £. 8. d.
James Broderick - | Friendship - -| Trelawny- -| predial -| 7o — —| not paid.
William Rosseter + «=| Tweed House - - ditto - -| non-preedial | 3616 2 | paid.
James Falding - + -| Cambridge - - ditto - «| ditto -{| 30 -— — | ditto.
Edward Dale - - - ditto - - - ditto - -| predial -| 975 — —| not paid.
James Leamy - - -| Merrywood = - “ ditto - - {| ditto ~] 68 — — | ditto.

Panr,E.D.: . .William Pringle - +] Hope Wharf - - | Westmoreland -| non-predial | 18 — —| not paid.
Sarah S. Thomas = = - |Theodore Stone - ditto - » | ditto -} 2210 —| paid,
George A. Richards -| Fontabelle - - ditto - -} ditto -}| 30 — —| ditto.
Elizabeth Chamberlaine -{ Meylersfied - - ditto - -| ditto ~] 14 811 | ditto.
Maria Tincano - <- - | Masenare - - ditto - -| predial -| 1017 10 j ditto.
Georgiana Pringle - - | Mount Eagle - - ditto ~ - | non-predial | 2113 4| ditto.
Hester Fisher + - -| Glasgow - - - ditto « - {| ditto -{| 22 4 6 | ditto.

RryNoups, JOHN :
Annie Bonnick - -| Kensington - - | St. Elizabeth -~-| non-predial | 2113 4 {| paid.
S. Graham - - ditto - -  « ditto - «| predil -] 15 ~ —| ditto.
S. Rembhard  - - dito - . - ditto - + {do.carpenter| 52 ~ — | ditto.

Rennett, RoBERT:
Elizabeth Breecher - -{| Hiattsfield - -{| St.Ann’s- -|pre.attached|] 22 4 6| paid.

Ramsay, WitL1AM: - No valuations to report.

Rawiinson, S.:
Mary Cooper Williams -| D. Edward Tucker -| St.Ann - ~-| non-preedial | g0 -— —| paid.
Sarah Higgin - - - | Estate ofDavidHiggin} ditto - -| ditto -| 24 — —| ditto.
Ann Samuels - - -| Retreat - - - ditto - ditto -| 29 — — | ditto.
George Henry Warren -| Miss Senior - = ditto - -| predial -| 7016 8| ditto.
Grace M‘Kenzie - =| Knapdale - ditto - «=| non-preedial | 97 - —| not paid.
Henry Lynch - + -+{Dunbenton -~— - ditto - -{predial -| 42 10 — | paid.
Rose Sadler - - ¢ | Hopewell = e ditto - - | non-predial | 2113 4 | ditto.
James Brown - - -|Minard - + -| ditto - -| predial -{| 6317 10 | not paid.
James Brown - + -|Huntley- - -j| ditto + -| ditto -{ 44 811| paid.
Ann Vernon - - «| Berridale - ditto - «| non-predial | 20 4 6 | ditto.
William Ricketts  - «| Thatchfield - - ditto - -| predial -| 55.11 2 | not paid.
Susan Cross - - «4 Elizabeth Tulloch - ditto - -| ditto -| 35 7.10 | ditto.

Sawrey, Wituiam H.:
Ann Davis - - +| Bog plantation -|St.Ann - ~-| predial -] 43 6 8 | not paid.
Catherine James - -|Endeavour plantation ditto - -} non-predial | 26 — — | paid.
Caroline L. Martin - + {| Sarah M. Martin = - ditto - -|{ ditto +] 31.17.11 | ditto.
Esther Cohen - - «| Miss O’Brien - - ditto - «| ditto -| 1215 @ | not paid.
John Barnett - - «| Richmond Castle - ditto - «| ditto >| 21 10 7 | paid.John Henry - - -{ ditto - - «| ditte - -| predial -{|166 2 g| not paid.
Joe Walkig =. - - | Seville estate ~- - ditto - ~| non-predial | 21 10 7| paid.
Elizabeth Thomas - -| Windsor estate - - ditto - -| predial -| 55 7 § | ditto.
Samuel Mitton - - - | Miss Jackson - - ditto - -| non-predial | 35 11 1 | not paid.
Francis M‘Cook - -| Richmond estate - ditto -« -| ditto -| 12 -— g| paid.Samuel Wynder - -| New Ground estate-{ ditto - -| pradial -| 23 11 10| not paid.

St.Joux, Ricuarp: - No valuations to date.

St. Jonn, James H.:
Susanna Young - -

Jaen Moss - > ~~ |pBetsy Boog - ~-{ Port Royal -/| non-predial|- - -|- not regis-
Robert Moss. - - - tered.

Richard Williams - - {| Abraham Depass  - ditto - -]| ditto -{- - «| ditto.
Robert Campbell - -
Eliza M‘Coy ° - -

Sarah Fowler « - ¢ |>Elizabeth Pearce - ditto - -| ditto -|- - -| = good and
Charlotte M‘Coy— - - faithful ser-
Harriett Fowler -  - vices.
Mary Winter = - - | Joseph Hely - - ditto - «=| ditto e}- + =| ditto.
Robert Massina - +{ Jacob Aloarangu = - ditto - -| ditto “fe 2 - purchase. '
Will; . . ; ~ good anc

anyPrenib - } wis Russell - -{| ditto - -| ditto -|- - 4 faithful ser=
vices,

Daniel Patterson’ + L. C. Audenette - ditto - -j ditto - -| ditto,
ucy == - - Port Royal - - ditto - -| predial = - - -| + - having

beenadver-
tised & not
claimed.
(continued)
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Sr. Joux, James H.—continued. £8 d.
Rose - « ~ «| «+ Francis and Eliza-| Port Royal -| non-preedial | - - -

beth Beer.
Susanna Stevens - -/|Green - + « ditto - -/| ditto else -«
Olivia Roberts - - | Eliz. Lorette Chey - ditto - | ditto - - .

Tuomrsox, RosErr:
Richard Davis - - - | Sam. Spearman, esq. | St. Elizabeth ~-| non-predial | 44 6 8
Margaret Lewis - -|- + Alex. Granston, ditto - -| predial -| 34 6 8

S. settler.
Simon Lindo - - -| Jolin M‘Intyre,aminor, ditto - -| ditto -} 34 6 8
Catherine Labor + «| Estate of Pat. Lalor ditto +  ~-/ non-predial | 23 10 ~
James M.Graham - -| Newell Pen -  . ditto - -| predial -/] 52 — —
John Francis Baker - - ditto - - - ditto - -; ditto -| 72 = =
Eleanor Mitchel - -| Hermitage Pen - ditto - -{ ditto -| 92 - =
James Taylor = += «| Susan B. Cole, S. S.- ditto - -]| ditto -} 2 - -
Cecilia Dennis - ©] Salt Spring Pen « ditto - -] ditto -| 17 6 8
Jobn Harrison - *| ~-Berry Hill,hiredto |Manchester -| non-predial | 21 3 —

R. Brown,
James Daly - - -/| Font Hillestate . -| St. Elizabeth -{ predial -| 80 — -
Susan Dennis, alias Cole Salt Spring Pen ditto - - | ditto -/| 38 «~ =

Tuomas, J. R.:
Anne Davis - = Kent - - -{ Trelawny- ~- | non-predial | 20 4 4
Joseph Morris - - -- Ann Morris, o ditto « - | ditto -} g1 2 3

Salt Marsh.
Anne Phillips - + - {| Eliz. H. Burrowes ~- ditto - -{ ditto -' 15 5 7
Isabella Crawford + -+{ Carrick Foyle-  - ditto - -j|predial -! 1113 —
John Harenwood = - - | Oxford - - - ditto - - | ditto -| 4515 7
Robert Anderson - ~- |! Yatman’s estate - ditto +] non-predial | 50 — —
Charles Wright + +] Florence Hall estate ditto - -|predial -{ 7016 8
Mary Broadley - | Eliz. Earlof Falmouth ditto - +} non-predial| 15 - ~
Robert Gordon - + dito - - - ditto - -+]| ditto -| 1610 -Mary Burge - + -{Tileston- + «© ditto » -{| ditto -] 2210 -
Catherine Davis - | Kentestate -  - ditte - -| ditto -} 23210 =
Mary Blight - - +{|-- Barrow Bamott, ditto - -] ditto -| 2210 -

Falmouth.
Frederick Lecain - -| Irving Tower - - ditto - -| predial -{| 56 2 3
Prince Hodges - *{| Mrs. D. Hodgson - ditto - | non-preedial | 3616 2
Elizabeth Smith + -| Fontabelle estate -| ditto - -1| ditto =| 21:13 4Ann Hudson - + ~-| - - Judith Hines, Salt ditto - .] ditto -| 20 4 6

Marsh.
Sarah Wright - - -| Eliz. Milne, Falmouth ditto - -| ditto -| 143 4
Letitia Edwards - | --Jane Meighan, Fal- ditto - | ditto -}] 19 6 8

mouth.
Louisa Lilly - - Seafield Pen -  - ditto + «| ditto z= =
Mary Martin - : - + William Atterbury, ditto - -| ditto a9 12 7

Falmouth.
Jane Vernon - + = i Mary A.Thompson,| ditto - | ditto - 3 9

ock.
DavidLyon - + ~-/| Fontabelleestate  - ditto - =| predial -/| 2410 ~

Watsu, Henry:
Jane Tracey + - + {| --Mrs. Wray, Mango] St.Mary’s -{ predial -j; 62 11 10

Valley.
Edward Reay - - = ditto - - - ditto - *{ ditto -| 62 11 10
Elizabeth Kell - - ditto - . -« ditto - -1| ditto -{ 3711 23Frederick Notice - -{ Gayleestate - - ditto - -| ditto -|{ 6211 10
Charles Byfield - - | Breezy Hill, Mrs.Tharp| ditto - -| ditto -{ 75 2 3
Milly Cox + + — -| Bagnall Spring - ditto - +-j ditto -| Go g 8
George King -  - -{GoshenPen -  « ditto - -{ ditto -| 400 - =
Jane Helnsy - - =| Mango Valley- - ditto - 1 ditto -| 60 3 8
Amelia Davies - - - ditto - - - ditto - -; ditto -| go 110
Morgiana Hamilton - = - ditto - + ditto - «| ditto -| 36 2 3

Weren, ARTHUR:
Isabella Newman - - | Hartham - -| Manchester -/| pre.attached| 53 6 8
Rebecca Thompson - - ditto - - : ditto - -]- - -| 53 6 8

Wootrrys, Joun:
Ann R, Coombs - Union Pen - -+{St.Ann - -|non-predial | 36 8 11Sarah Wheeler . White River estate - ditto « ~| ditto -| 36 - -

Wiis, Groree, junior:
John Frasier + - Frazerfield + | St. Thos.-ye-East predial -/ 43 6 8A.R. Murray - Bah - - - ditto - «| non-predial | 60 ~ -

If paid

Or not,

——.,

good&faith,
ful services,
purchase,

good&faith.
Ful services,

not paid,
paid,

ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
not paid,
ditto.
paid.
ditto.

Dot paid.
paid,

not paid.
paid.

ditto.
ditto.
not paid,
paid,
not paid,
paid.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.

not paid,
ditto.
paid.
not paid,

paid.
ditto.

ditto.
not paid.

ditto.

ditto.

paid.  not paid,
ditto.
ditto.
paid. .
not paid.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

not paid.
ditto.

not paid.
paid.

not paid. paid.
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Wu.uis, Georce, jun.—continued.
£os ad.

Thomas Edwards - -| Essex « - -| St.Thos.-ye-East| praedial  - 70 16 8| not paid

Thomas M‘Dermot - <j] GreenCastle - = - ditto - -| ditto -}111 2 3 | paid.
Mysie Cargill - - - | Stoak’s Hall - - ditto - | ditto -| 38 13 21 | ditto.

William Cooke - - | Wheelersfield - - ditto - -| non-predial | 25 — —| ditto.

Wapprncton, H.:
Charlotte Williams - -|ShawPark - -| St. Ann -  -| non-predial | 27 - ~ | not paid.
Thomas Chambers - - ditto - - - ditto - -| ditto -| 24 8 3 | ditto,
William Allen - 2 + ditto - - - ditto - | ditto -| 281710 | paid.
George M‘Farlane  - -| Seaman’s Valley -| Portland - -| predial -] 9213 4| ditto.

Parmer, Dr.: - No valuations to date.

DavcuTreyY, JouN: .
Ann Philpots  - - -|Y¥.S. - - -| St. Elizabeth +| non-predial | 26 - - | not paid.
Frederick Williams - -| Spring Mount - - ditto - - lpre.carpenter| g1 — — | ditto.

J. F. Burnthorn - -|Y.S. + - - ditto - | ditto =| 65 -— = | ditto.
John Wallis + - - | Woodside - - ditto - -|predial -}| g0 — — | paid.
Thomas Green - - ditto - : - ditto + -| ditto -}| 50 — =- | not paid,
CollinInnis =+ - - ditto - - - ditto - «| ditto -| 30 - —| paid.
Thomas White + - <j] Bayne’sTown-  - ditto - -J| ditto -| 42 =- — | ditto.
Susan Mery - -  -| The Kepp - - ditto + +1} non-predial | 30 —~ — | ditto.
Louisa Brook - - =| Bayne’s Town - ditto - -{| ditto -| 30 — —| not paid.
James M‘Gavin - + ditto - - -| ditto + -]| ditto -| 10 = — | paid.
Letitia Brown + « -| Ipswich - ~ - ditto - -| predial -| 93 - - | ditto.

Felicia Spence - - | Woodside - - ditto - -| ditto -| 1610 — | ditto.
Edward Barley - «| Mr. Dobb - + ditto - «| ditto -| 49 - ~ | not paid.

Grant, Joun W.:
Mary Smith - -  ~-| SilverGrove - -{ Manchester -| non-predial | 3713 4| paid.
Henry Cohen - - - | Wilderness = - - ditto - ~ 'pre. carpenter) 136 — = | not paid.
Ellen Gibbon - - -{ Ramble - - - | Clarendon -| non-predial | 22 4 2| paid.
Jane Russel + - -| Melrose - - ~ {| Manchester -j ditto -! 1613 4| ditto.

Grice, Gitmore D.:
Catharine Bailey - - | Dry River - - | Trelawny - +} predial -/| - - -|-- to be

revalued.
Maria Vernon - - - | Hyde estate - - ditto - - | ditto -| 56 = - | paid.

Ewart, Davip:
David Stuart - - -|G.Turner + +| St.Thos.-ye-East|pre. attached) 60 - — } paid.    
 

(No. 11.)

EXTRACT from the CaLenpar of SenTENCEs passed at the’Cornwall Assizes, July 1836.

The King against Thomas Jenkins and others, for Maltreatment.

Tuat Thomas Jenkins be and stand committed to the common gaol for the space of six
months, and that John Thomas and Archibald Campbell do severally receive 39 lashes with
acat on the bare back, in the public market-place, to-morrow morning, and then be dis-
charged.
 

—No. 536. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 22 July 1836.
Iuave the honour to inclose the copy of a circular despatch, which I have

addressed to the Governors of the several West Indian colonies, containing
@ series of questions to be submitted to the special magistrates.
I send it, however, merely for your information,ast have no wish to interfere

with the arrangements which your Lordship has already made for the same
object, which are calculated fully to answer the purpose which I have in view,
0 far as relates to Jamaica.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 539. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Slgo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 23 July 1836.

So short a time, not ten days, having clapsed since I last had the honour to
address you on the general state of the island, little remains for me to say,
excepting that as far my knowledge of the country goes, all is going on as well
as possible. Various documents are as usual enclosed herewith. ‘Io one I beg
particularly to call your Lordship’s attention; I allude to Mr. Daughtrey’s July
special quarterly report, which the rain prevented my receiving in time for the last
packet. No. 3 also shows how the overseers are now commencing in St. James’s
to desire to make the payment of the fines inflicted on them for oppression, by
the special justices, a still further oppression on the whole gang. I must, how-
ever, say that this, as yet, has only been found to prevail in the parish of St.
ames’s.
 

Enclosures in No. 539.

List of DocuMENTs.

1. Mr. Hawkins on the injurious effects of the eight-hour system.
2. Captain P. Brown’s report of the cause of the failure of crop at Morant estate.
3. A statement made by Mr. Carnaby,a special justice of St. James’s, of an overseer,

declaring that he would pay the fine against himself for oppression, by stopping the herrings
of the gang.
4. Nir. Lyon's report of the good conduct of the negroes in his district, evincing their

confidence in him.
5. Colonel Gregg’s last quarterly special report (not come in till now, in consequence of

his severe illness).
6. Mr. Daughtrey’s quarterly special report.
7. Mr. Lyon’s report of two further instances of good conduct on the part of the appren-

tices, and of confidence in him.
8. Mr. Gregg, stating that Mr. Brown, overseer of Jock’s Lodge, ordered his constable

into the field to work with a hoe.
9. St. Catherine.—Flogging women on the tread-wheel.—Deposition ofAmelia Hutchinson.
10. St. Dorothy and Vere.—Deposition of Ann Vidal Williams.
11. Mr. Hamilton, respecting the case of the negroes on Drummond Castle estate.
12. Mr. Gregg, stating that Catherine Bailey has been ordered to go into the field.

(No. 1.)

My Lord, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. O., 19 July 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the 12th

instant, No. 4533, containing two additional instructions, viz. 45 and 46,
I shall pay every attention to your Excellency’s orders on the subject.
I consider the eight-hour system most oppressive on the apprentice, the Sunday market

being ordered to be discontinued also; that the apprentices cannot by that system work their
grounds and bring their produce to market on the Saturdays; in fact, my Lord, I am con-
vinced that much less work is performed when the eight-hour system is worked than the
nine; the apprentices dislike it much, and complain that they have not time to procure
provisions for their immediate use; on all the properties in which the eight hours has been
enforced, the complaints are more frequent, and more ill feeling between the master and the
apprentice, it being considered a punishment, therefore naturally resisted by all the means in
the apprentice’s power; was the nine-hour system to be theonly one, I have every reason to
think the apprentice would work more cheerfully.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) C. Hawkins,

&e. &e. &e. Special Justice.

 

(No. 2.)

FOR his Exceliency’s Information.
Moranr has not yet finished crop. I regret to state that with the finest prospect of a

probable crop of 200 hogsheads, or an estimate of 170 on an average, it will not be possible
to make more than 125 hogsheads, and not 50 puncheonsof rum; the canes yield very badly,
many rot on the ground, and are destroyed by rats from lying uncut so long.
Made to this date 116 hogsheads.

Morant, 20 July 1836, Philip Browne.
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(No. 3.)
My Lord, . Montego Bay, 19 July 1836.

In my diary for this week your Excellency will observe a variety of cases from Catherine
Mount estate, under date the 18th instant.

I consider it my duty to call your Excellency’s notice to those of Brown versusReynolds,
and Lewis versus Brown, and with this view I have the honour to enclose to your Excellency
a copy of each cas? as taken from my note-book. °
The first~case will show in what way the overseer intends to defray the fine recorded

against him ; and the second I leave, without a single remark, for your Excellency’s direc-
tions on the subject.
The other magistrates joined with me in opinion that the witness Allen, from his prevari-

cation in giving evidence in the other cases, was unworthy of holding a commission, and he
was accordingly declared no longer a constable.

I have, &e.

His Excellency, the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W, Carnaby, Special Justice.
&e. ke. &e.

 

CASES decided upon Catherine Mount Estate, by Messrs. Cooper, Facey & Carnaby,
upon 18th July 1836. -

Messrs. Carey & Jamp, Attorneys for the Property, and Jonathan Brown,.Overseer.
First Complaint :—Mr. Brown against Edward Reynolds, apprentice.

Grounds as given by Mr. Brown :—*“ For utting mischief into the heads of the other. g! y P S
apprentices.”

Evidence-—William Allen, a constable, sworn, deposes, That last week the defendant
told witness that Busha had given him no breakfast-time, and had not blown shell, and was
rather saucy to witness ; that this took place at shell-blow in the afternoon ; that defendant
was then going to the field, and witness told him to hold his tongue, and he would not do so,
and Busha then told witness that he must lock up defendant, and he was then locked up
till next day at shell-blow, dinner time; that defendant, when so speaking to witness, was in
the field, and in the presence of the other apprentices; that he considered his manner inso-
lent in addressing witness thus: “ You man, don’t bodder me.”
John Reynolds, apprentice, sworn, deposes and corroborates last witness, but that defend-

ant did not speak again after being told by Allen to be quiet, until Busha ordered him into
custody, and when so going to be locked up, he continued to talk to constable about time.
That he was locked up for talking about breakfast and dinner time.
William Brown, sworn, deposes, That on the occasion alluded to, defendant was behind

he others in turning out at dinner time. That Allen challenged him for being behind, and
he gave him saucy answers, and continued to do so after being told by Allen to shut his
mouth, and then witness ordered him to be locked up for the night. That his sauce was
complaining that he had got neither breakfast time nor shell-blow. ;

Decision.—Admonished and discharged, because of being previously punished by incar-
ceration, and Mr. Brown fined 20 s. for the illegal confinement, who on this being announced
to him remarked “that their herrings must pay for it.”

Complaint.—Robert Lewis, a constable upon Catherine Mount, against Mr. Brown for
putting him, from being a driver, to work in the field, on the ground, as the man alleges, that
he gave evidence against Busha, in a case heard in the court-room, Montego Bay, upon
11th June 1836.
Mr. Brown, on being asked for a defence, admitted that he sent the man into the field

because he did not then tell the truth, and was not attending to his work. ;
_ Decision—Because of the particular and new features of the case, postponed considera-
tion of the question of fine or other disposal of it till the case is reported to the Governor,
and his Excellency’s opinion is known as to Mr. Brown’s interference with the channel of
justice.

Montego Bay, 19 July 1836. (signed) ‘FFilliam Carnaby, Special Justice.

(No. 4.)

Palmetto River, St. Thomas in the East,
My Lord, 20 July 1836.

I am very happy I am afforded the opportunity of transmitting to your Excellencya
striking instance ofgood feeling on the part of the apprentices of Coley, and of confidence in
myself,

_ The water-whee] at Coley broke down repeatedly, and at last was irreparable, and con-
siderable delay was occasioned before a new wheel could be erected; and in consequence a
large portion of the crop would have been lost for this year, and much loss occasioned to the
Proprietor, unless the people could be induced to work all night; to effect this, the attorney
applied to me to use my influence; I did so, and not only readily got their acquiescence, but

as
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as I was not authorized to offer any particular rate of wages, the apprentices said they would
not require to be paid until they had finished crop, and would leave the settlement of their
wages to me.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) § L£dmund B. Lyon,

&e Ke. Ke Special Justice.

(No. 5.)
My Lord Marquis, Trelawny, July 1836.

In laying before your Lordship such observations as I may have made upon the worki
of the Abolition Law, I must beg to say, that though I am no politician, still, from a desire to
fulfil your Excellency’s good intentions, I am in some measure compelled to take the strongest
interest in, and most minutely watch the internal working of the Abolition Law, and candidly
make known to your Excellency my observations thereon.

Having witnessed the noble and generous sacrifice of the British nation to complete that
greatest of all human blessings, rescuing a nation from slavery, I feel myself called upon
to contribute my mite, by honestly declaring and faithfully reporting what is passing under
my own eyes; not caring or dreading the consequences attendant upon an expose of my
opinions.
Pit has been loudly proclaimed that no opposition is given to the Abolition Law or its work-

ings :—~I grant the het, for the special magistrates are kept too much on the alert by your
Lordship’s indefatigable mode ofbusiness; therefore, the letter of the law is ina very great
measure fulfilled; but, my Lord, is the spirit of the Abolition Law complied with? Surely,
there are none residing in this country that will say the spirit of the Abolition Law is fully
entered into. Few, very few,can say this! Why, it is just as reasonable to expect that the
London pick-pocket will leave off his old trade because the House of Commons have
assed a law declaring pick-pocketing illegal, as to expect that persons, who for 50 years
ave governed with arbitrary power, will, because it is the law of the land, become not only

mild in their government, but that they will fully enter into the spirit of the law. It is not
uncommon to hear it said, whenever the special magistrate has occasion to fine for a violation
of the law, that he (the person fined) will the next time take d——d good care and give
the d——d black scoundrel a d——d good hiding, and then pay his 5 /. contentedly for it.
This reminds one of the story of the sailor, who was fined by a court one guinea for having |
knocked out a Jew’s eye, who, on being informed of the sentence, threw down two, saying,
There, but I must have the other eye.
There are many ways of evading the law ; for, like smugglers, the greater the difficulties

the more plans are laid ; and, as my assertions may go for no more than such, I hope I may
be permitted to point out a few of the methods used, and that too by those, generally
speaking, who most loudly proclaim their desire that it may have a fair trial; before,
however, I enter upon this subject, I hope I may be allowed to state that the apprentice
on his part does not evince that desire to workwhich has been supposed by many, but will,
on his part, evade the law whenever he possibly can, by every species of low cunning which
& savage usually displays when he desires to gain a point. Now, whether this arises from
his great ignorance, or whether it arises from adesire to oppose the master, or manager,
or proprietor, or attorney, or overseer, or call them by what name you will (say master),
who, as I before said, loses no opportunity of evading the spirit of the law, some better
judge must decide. I shall content myself with pointing out some of the methods used.

Suppose the parents of a boy of about 12 or 13 years desire to purchase his freedom,
because the master is constantly finding fault with the boy; well, the necessary steps are
taken, and the master comes forward and says In evidence, Why he is a very smart boy,
and gives him a good character, and though the parents may be astonished, yet they are not
going to contradict what they really believe to be true, consequently the boy is valued at
a price higher and perhaps beyond the reach of the parents.—Again,
An old man or woman requires to get at that haven with which for the last three quarters

of a century she has by hope been led to expect she would arrive at, and aftershehas not
only given her children, but her grand children to the estate, and after having given some
fifty years of good and faithful services with not a spot or blemish upon her character during
all that period, but on the contrary, as she now is unable to work, (though still in perfect
health) yet from her upright conduct she is put to superintend a gang, what then is the
consequence? Why, her master declares her invaluable! and mark why! because she is
past the time of breeding, and because she is in charge of a gang, and because she has been
an excellent woman all the days of her life, so that bond fide now all her good deeds stand
in judgment against her, and because she has been a good and faithful servant, she cannot
now obtain what on earth she most desires :—Again, an apprentice and master cannot agree
perhaps, because the apprentice shows directly or indirectly that he is no longer a slave,
and a bad feeling exists ; consequently the apprentice wishes to get from under the eye of
him he most fears, and therefore most hates, but has not the means of purchasing his
freedom ; he, however, runs to the magistrate, on whom he looks as superior to his master,
and he tells the magistrate how he hates his master, or perhaps how his master hates him,
and requests the magistrate to give him a paper to work out; as the magistrate cannot do
this he promises to speak to his master, which he does, but no, the master, either from a wish
to show the apprentice that the magistrate is not all powerful, or from a wish to annoy theapprentice, or from any other splenetic motive, meets the magistrate with the plausible

argament
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argument of “ How, sir! do you expect me to hire out so ablea hand whenI am actually
paying jobbers to bring up the neglected work of the apprentices?” It is by these and a
thousand such oppositions that the spirit of the law as well as the true spint of harmony
which ought to exist between master and apprentice, is disturbed ; the consequence is, the
apprenticesgoto the field, not to work, but to talk over their grievances, or over politics,
or over anything you please. Then the master finds a passive resistance which he cannot
comprehend why it should exist, for, as he says, they have no cause of complaint,
they have had their cloth, their days, their fish, their grounds, &c., &c., &e., so away
he runs to his neighbour, shows the work, takes his opinion upon it, then calls in the
magistrate, has his neighbour to survey, and finally takes all those steps which the law
laces within his reach to recover, or, as he calls it, bring back the apprentice to sense of

fis duty, at the same time he hesitates not to declare, “Oh! the system is notworking
well;” and which with him is bond fide a fact; but then comes the question, “ if the master
had not commenced, would the apprentice have done so?” This question, like all others
respecting the negro’s character, is not so easily answered, and why? because the real
character of the negro is little known; and in proof of what I say, I may refer to the state-
ments so often made during the agitation of the question of emancipation, and that too by
those possessed of very great means of correct information; I allude to the declaration that
the negro would never be induced to work for hire, and which now appears so unfounded
that the apprentices go from estate to estate to hire themselves, with an avidity that is incre-
dible, abandoning or neglecting their grounds to an extraordinary degree, and which is so
severely felt at this present writing by those who have to send to market, that now you will
get less provisions for 20s. than could formerly be had for 6s. 8d. Again comes the
question, If the master had acceded to the request of allowing the apprentice to hire himself
out, could not he (the master) have obtained a volunteer for the wages paid him by his
apprentice, besides the very great likelihood of the apprentice himself cooling down when he
found that he had to travel so much further to his grounds, or to work so much harder to
obtain a hired place; for though an estate may put up with laziness on the part of their own
apprentices because they cannot help themselves, yet quere, would they be inclined to pay
wages to bad workmen? I think not. Therefore when this spirit ofpassive resistance shows
itself, the master, who hates to lower his own authority in the eyes of his former vassal by the
calling in a magistrate, endeavours to check that resistance by annoying the apprentice, and
one of the modes ofdoing this is thus: generally speaking, the negro’s grounds are at a very
considerable distance from the works, and situated in mountainous parts, such as will not
easily serve for the manufacture of colonial produce, consequently very difficult of access,
say 10 or 12 miles. The master, as I before said, prefers annoying the apprentice to
lowering himself, as he calls it, by calling in the magistrate. As the law now stands, the
master is only compelled to give 26 whole days in the year for the cultivation ofhis grounds,
without specifying the particular day of the week when that day or half day is to begiven ;
and as the afternoon of Friday is the most desirable for the apprentice, in consequence of
the next day being Saturday, the master informs his apprentices that they cannot have
Friday afternoon, as he wants it, but will give them the Monday afternoon in lieu thereof;
but of what service is Monday afternoon to the apprentices, whose grounds are distant one
hour’s walk to get there and one toreturn,and this to people already fatigued from the fore-
noon’s work, particularly when they do not derive an immediate benefit from their exertions ;
what then are the natural consequences? the women go prowling about the estate for food for
their hogs; the better class of men, who have a supper, sit down in their huts, and over their
Pipes plan some mode ofannoying their master, and no doubt seldom separate without some
Passive resistance plan being settled upon, while those apprentices who have no supper,
proceed to procure one of course at their master’s expense.

There is also another plan, by working the eight-hour system.
I have now endeavoured to point out what appears to me to be the general conduct of

apprentice and master; but I hope I may be permitted to state a few exceptions which exist
in my district; for instance, upon Hyde-hall estate, proprietor Mr. Sher ey, and overseer
and attorney Mr. Bernard Scharschmidt, in conjvuction with Mr. George Marrett as
attorney, On this estate things are managed, as they must be after 1840, upon a liberal
plan, yet at the same time strictly economical; for instance, the actual cash paid may be
from 1,200 4. to 1,500 2. currency this crop, and for this the return may at the lowest calcula-
tion be some 7,000 /. or 8,000/, sterling; added to this Mr. Scharschmidt has introduced rail-
roads with the greatest possible success, the expense of putting up which cannot exceed
100 1. currency, which in one crop will almost be saved.
, There is another point which I deem necessary to state in favour of Mr. Scharschmidt’s
Judicious management, without meaning anydisparagement to the other gentlemen who are
in charge of properties, and that is, that notwithstanding the very large amount of wages he
pays, I never hear the apprentices complaining that massa owe me 60 cane-holes, or massa
Owe me half'a day, or massa owe me 5d., and which generally showsa too strict attention
to economy, or perhaps I should rather say, “a penny wise and pound foolish policy,”and
which, when I do find, make me think something rotten in the state of Denmark ; now it is
Very difficult for the magistrate to settle legally these trifles, and with your Excellency’s per-
mission, I intend, notwithstanding it imposes upon me an increase of duty, to write to the
attorney in every such case; for I hope by this means to introduce the system of the overseer
or manager listening to the complaint of the apprentice instead of sending them away,
perha $ because the master has had the story already from the driver, or some other person
n authority,
In the foregoing remarks I trust your Excellency will see that I am only actuated by
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a desire of giving such information-as may be useful, and which I have not been able to
forward before, from a severe fit of illness.

I have, &e.

Gilmore D’Ames Gregg, Special Justice.
To his Excellency

The Marquis of Sligo, &c. &e. &c.

 

_ (No. 6.)

My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, July 1836,Havine in my brief weekly notices of the state of this district, glanced at nearly eve
point of interest and importance which has occurred under my observation, I have but littlethat is new to offer in the present report.

Generally, I may say that things continue to present a favourable and improving aspect;to say otherwise would not only be contrary to my conviction, but to the evidence of m
senses, and to the avowed opinion of a majority of the persons who have the various
properties under their charge.

f the four sugar estates, which are all the district comprises, three have done remarkablywell, having exceeded last year’s crop; Holland, by nearly 50 hogsheads, and Y. S. andIpswich united (which are under one management), to about the same extent. It is aconsiderable time since they made so much; Laconia has not been go successful, for whichvarious causes might be assigned.
These results have been secured with an unusually small loss of stock, much less thanthe common proportion under the old system. Nor have the other interests of the respectiveestates been sacrificed, as many persons confidently affirmed mustbe the case ; this Kind ofpolicy would soon make itself felt; the motives which urged .it often in former days nolonger exist. Those who manage the estates in question are not the men to force anextended crop for a year or two for the sake ofalittle temporary credit, at so serious a cost;so far from it, their plans are laid for a gradually increasing return, and which I have nodoubt they will be able to make. All admit that the quality of their sugar has never been

better,
The pimento crop of this district, which is now nearly finished, has been abundant.From the difficulty, in one or two instances, of rocuring at the proper moment theadditional labour required for its collection, a portionof it, I regret to say, has been unavoidablylost. Still there must have been large export of this article. It has the advantage of

requiring no cultivation.
Ginger has also been productive, though there may have been partial failures. Morewas planted by some persons than there was any rational prospect of their securing whenripe, for the work connected with ginger, though easy enough, is tedious, and where thegrowth is extensive, the numerical strength employed upon it must of course be in pro-portion. The aggregate quantity must, however, have been considerable, much having beenproduced by free settlers, nesroes and brown people, a class increasmg in numbers insome ofthese mountains, and I am happy to add, in perseverance and industry.Planters’ stock, steers, mules, &c., are in improved demand, and I find all partiescalculating upon a speedy and decided advance in price. Owing to the paralyzing influenceof the opinion so many had unfortunately imbibed, that sugar estates must of necessity godown under the new system of labour; they neglected, it is said, to replenish their stock ofcattle as formerly; and now that these delusions (the offspring of prejudice) have beenpretty generally dissipated, efforts are being made which must of necessity lead to a large.demand for working stock, and these improve the value and the prospects of penproperties.
All the ships frequenting this port have gone home this season with full-cargoes, and insome instances, to my own knowledge, parties have had difficulty to get their produceaway. ‘The collective amount of the smaller articles, the growth of the numerous freesettlers before referred to, must have been one cause of this unexpected excess.Taking the district throughout, a rather large amount of labour has been lately obtainedby the hire of apprentices in their own time. The prevalence in this part of the island ofthe nine-hour system has been of course favourable to it. They are not disposed, however,to work at a very low rate of hire; a macaroni is refused, 2s. 1d. and 2s. 6d. is whatthey more generally demand. On sugar estates where the plough is not used, their servicescan be secured to dig cane holes at the rate of halfa dollar per hundred holes, which isa good day’s work; on these occasions they will sometimes make such an exertion as tofinish their task by two o’clock; but the consequence is apt to be, that the Sunday is spentin lassitude at home, and the Monday in the hospital of the estate. When all their time istheir own it will be their interest to be more prudent. Slavery has kept them in manyrespects comparatively children—children in real wisdom—not in cunning and sagacity.t is observed, almost universally, that they prefer working for hire on other propertiesrather than on those to which they are fixed. “The bondage in which they grew up seemsto have induced a disposition to secresy and reserve with regard to their gains and pos-sessions; or perhaps there is a more perfect feeling of the freedom of the labour whenbestowed away from the places where it has always been compulsory.Efforts of this kind clearly prove, at any rate, that the negro is capable of being stimu-lated to labour by the ordinary motives which actuate our common nature, That
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That the majority of them will work at the expiration of the apprenticeship, either for
themselves or others, no doubt can remain; some are already purchasing small portions of
land, to turn to account in their own time, or to fall back upon, should circumstances at the
end of the term incline them todo so. From four to five pounds per acre is the price
usually given; they will have only what is good, indeed I may say the best, and there are
no better judges of the qualities of soil and of its capabilities than they. Other things
being equal, they have favourite situations. _Mountain land, a social neighbourhood, and
spots fitted for ginger, seem to command their preference; and the vicinity of a place
of Divine worship forms an additional attraction.
The more intelligent part of them evidently begin to contemplate the final change in their

civil condition as an impressive reality, and now not a very distant one. There are indi-
cations already that a considerable number have no intention of withdrawing from the
properties to which they are now attached. Many are bestowing pains, never witnessed

_ before, in repairmg and improving their houses, or in constructing others upona principle
of more convenience and comfort, and in better situations. Shingled roofs, jealousies, and
detached book-rooms are becoming not uncommon. This is an advance in civilization much
beyond a mere taste for better dress, which preceded it. I have constantly urged the point
upon their attention, but scarcely expected to see it taking effect so soon. A negro who
aspires to have a good house will be ambitious to see it a little furnished; this will be the
next step; and whatever involves expence becomes a stimulus to labour. The riyalry
which has been seen to exist among them, as applied to dress, will now have a higher
direction. When they more generally understand that their houses are their homes, secure
from the intrusion of mere authority, house and home will attract a still stronger interest,
and the social bond, before so loose, be drawn closer. Upon this one point, depends the
existence among them of almost every other virtue. To the preparatory change in their
civil relations, but still more directly and evidently to the influence of Christian instruction,
must all these tendencies towards a moral elevation be ascribed.
The conclusion I have drawn from the fact above noticed is not, | think, an unreasonable

one; persons do not usually bestow gratuitous labour for the benefit of others; least and
last will a negro, with the habits of slavery about him, be found to do so. If, therefore, his
house is seen to be the particular object of his care, it is no bad proof that he does‘not
intend to leave it. 1 consider this a very hopefui symptom with reference to the culti-
vation of existing properties after the apprenticeship, and the proceeding itselfis well known
to be taking place among the people upon sugar estates as well as others. Sugar may then
be yet produced in Jamaica without compulsory labour, though there are so many sage
opinions to the contrary. Human nature has evidently been but little understood here;
perhaps it never was in a slave colony. It is quite overlooked, that compulsion may exist
without coercion, but of a rational, that is, of the highest and strongest kind, a moral com-
pulsion arising from the pressure of felt wants, whether natural or artificial, and from the
force of attachment to place and neighbourhood, of which the negro mind is keenly
susceptible.
That I may not convey an erroneous impression, I beg, however, to add that this disposi-

tion to settle on the properties to which they belong is hitherto very much limited to the
places where they are best treated, and to such.as are least likely to change overseers. On
points of this latter kind the sagacity and penetration of these people appear almost intui-
tive; they are seldom found to be wrong.
With respect to complaints, either on the part of the master or the apprentice, I have the

satisfaction to state that they have become comparatively infrequent, and are seldom very
serious. Mothers of young children, or those who expect to become such, are still the most
troublesome. They are rapidly increasing in number im every direction; but little efficient
and valuable labour is now obtained from women in these circumstances, and humanity often
forbids any kind of positive punishment, of which they are well aware, and of course take
the utmost advantage.

It will not be deemed foreign from the object of this report to mention, that the measles,
which have, Ibelieve, visited the island in general, have been in this part of it all but
universal, many years having elapsed since this epidemic prevailed here before; persons of
all ages have been affected by it. ‘The instances in which it has proved fatal have happily
been but few, but the interruption to labour has been rather serious; I should scarcely
exceed the truth. in estimating the loss of time at the average of a week for the entire people
of the district. It is with pleasure I am enabled to add, that on this oceasion of such
general sickness among them, the free children, with but few exceptions, have received
attention and care in common with others; and their parents, aware that it was a kindness,
have appeared grateful for it. Negro women, who have been always employed in the field,
and dependent for everything upon others (an unnatural condition), know in general as little
how to treat themselves and their families in sickness, as to perform the most difficult opera-
tion in surgery; cooking, washing andalittle use of the needle, are at present the extent of
their domestic acquirements. Philanthropy must desire to see it otherwise. | ;
Themore enlightened and liberalpart of the white residents often speak with astonishment

of the iniproved tone of society since the abolition ; although I have no means of making the

comparison, I have no doubt of the fact; but there is still, as regards the negro apprentice,
a very inadequate conception of the entire spirit of the change in his civil condition, and of
all the social rights, especially, which that change has conferred upon him. Several recent
Circumstances, which have been the subjects of my official inquiry, have made this very
manifest. [ wish it were in my power to assure your Excellency that the remaining Prej-
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dices of the community were at the present period undergoing any very sensible abatement,
I see some reasons even to fear the contrary. Certainly, at least, that against the executive
of the colony, and against the humble office, which notwithstanding, I deem it an honour to
hold, appears to be on the increase.
The duties ofthe special justice are in their nature often invidious, and though he cannot

allow himself to compromise his independence, and the just claims of his station, yet, these
reserved, he will feel it right, by mildness and suavity of demeanour, and the subjection of

fis own prejudices, if possible to disarm the prejudices ofothers ; and where he cannot gain
their esteem, at least to enforce their respect.

T have, &c.

(signed) John Daughtrey, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 7.)

Palmetto River, Blue Mountain District, St. Thomas-y*-East,
My Lord, 27 July 1836.

I nave the honour to forward my diary for the past week.
I take this opportunity of recording two instances that occurred during the week, of the

advantage resulting to the proprietor from the special magistrate possessing influence with
the apprentices. The overseer of Buckingham wrote to me that he was anxious to have the
people work on Saturday last, to plant canes, in consequence of the tops having been cut
three weeks, and the risk they ran of spoiling. The apprentices had worked every Saturday
during crop, which was just finished, besides turning trash and other work by contract in
their own time, which made a day of great importance to them; I sent my servant to the
field with a request that they would oblige their overseer by working that day, and they im-
mediately complied. The overseer of Petersfield sent on Friday the head driver, to inform
me of the quantity of canes they had lying in the yard, and the fruitless attempt that he
and the overseer had been making for the last three days to persuade the people to work on
the following Saturday; I visited the estate the same day, and they instantly consented.

I have, &c.

His Excellency The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon,
&e. Ke. =&e. Special Justice.

(No. 8.)
My Lord Marquis, Duncan’s, P. O.

I nE¢ to call your attention to the trial of a constable, upon Jock’s Lodge Estate, Alexan-
der Coteral v. William Brown, overseer, whom I fined. He then turns round and orders the
constable to take a hoe and go to the field; I told Coteral to always obey, and directed him
to complain to me if so ordered ; and I also told Mr. Brown, that if he ordered a constable
to the field, it must be upon his own responsibility; but I could not positively decide as to
the illegality. Now I am well aware that the act, though not illegal, is injudicious, as it
will tend to destroy the respectability of the office. Mr. Brown then made application to
the proprietor, stating he was short handed (I believe), and required a reduction of his con-
stables, who consented. I wrote however to that gentleman, begging of him to suspend his
order regarding Coteral, and have not since heardanything about it. I shall (with permis-
sion), do all in my power to prevent the constables being sent to the field, as I think the
injury the country at large would suffer would be considerable.

Ihave, &e.

(signed)  G. D. Gregg.

 

(No. 9.)
St. Catherine, ss.

AMELIA HutcuHInson, an apprentice in the service of Mr Francis Ferrara of St. John’s,.
being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that some time in the month of June, last year,
deponent was sentenced by Special Justice Baynes to eight days’ labour on the tread-mill in
the St. Catherine House of Correction, for insolence and insubordination, and that during
the time of undergoing the said punishment deponent was frequently severely flogged on
the wheel, her hands being at that time strapped up, and her body depending, being sup-
ported by the hands and wrists to the rail ; that these punishments were inflicted by Ells,
a driver of the penal gangs, who then served as boatswain of the Milo, and frequently by a
boy in the service of Mr. Burrows, the superintendent, and that in consequence of injury
suffered in the small of the back by these punishments, deponent has remained an invalid
till the present time, * being afflicted by severe pains in the joints of her limbs, and that

iB
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in her limbs from these floggings inflicted while strapped to the tread-mill. Deponent
further saith, that she has been about nine years a mother, that she is 30 years old.

her
(signed) Amelia +- Hutchinson.

mark.

Sworn before me this 30th day of July 1836, being first read to deponent.
(signed) . Hill, Special Justice.

 

(No. 10.)
St. Catherine, ss.

ANNE VIDAL WILLIAMS, an apprentice in the service of William Jackson, esq., of Old
Harbour, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that, now about six weeks ago, deponent
was sentenced to the house of correction, by Special Justice M‘Leod, on a charge of neglect-
ing her duty, preferred against deponent by Stephen Hannaford, esq., to whom she was then
hired ; that the punishment inflicted on deponent included labour on the tread-wheel every
day, for three times a day, during three weeks; that deponent underwent this punishment
at the house of correction, Milk River, in the parish of Vere, and that during the time depo-
nent underwent the punishment she was frequently flogged with a cat, by one Cunningham,
a brown man, how officiated as boatswain of the Milo; that deponent at one time fell, and
was laid insensible by the flogging, and that the attendants were obliged to restore her b
throwing water upon her. That these occurrences happened as recently as in the month of
June last, and the blows of the cat were inflicted on the head, on the back, on the shoulders,
and on the bare legs of deponent, and that during the time the blows were struck on depo-
nent’s head, her head was quite bare, being shaved clean on her entering the house of cor-
rection ; and deponent further saith, that she computes her age at 23 years at most.

 

Sworn before me, this 30th day of July 1836, her
the deposition being first read to deponent. Ann Vidal + Williams,

(signed) R. Hill, 3. v. mark.

(No. 11.)

Exrract of a LETTER from Mr. Special Justice Hamilton to the Marquis of Sligo,
dated Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 25th July 1836.

I raxz leave most respectfully to submit for your Excellency’s consideration, whether
the gang of DrummondCastle can in justice bedeprived of their field cooks, they having
been hitherto allowed them. A portion of the gang complained to me this evening that they
were deprived of their cooks, Mr. having ordered them to cook their meals them-
selves in the half hour allowed them, and turned the cooks in the working gang, they were
consequently compelled to work without their usual meals.
The sick in hospital are left to their own resources, no nourishment, although in two cases

I desired the sick to be provided with everything necessary, but of no avail, in consequence
of there being no responsible person on the property. Your Excellency will be pleased to
favour me with such advice and instructions as the nature of the case demands.

 

(No. 12.)
My Lord, Duncan’s, P. O., 26 July 1836.

I 3x to state that Catherine Baily has been ordered to take a hoe and go to the field,
although she is at least seventy years of age, and has been, I know not how long, driveress

. to the small gang.
I have, &e. -

(signed) G. D. Gregg, Special Justice.
Note, by the Marquis of Sligo. —This is the woman whose valuation has already been

Teported, a most cruel oppression.”

 

— No. 540.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-General Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 30 November 1836.

Amone the enclosures to the Marquis of Sligo’s despatch of the 28th July
find a report from Mr. Special Justice Carnaby, calling his Lordship’s atten-
tion to the oppressive conduct of Mr. » overseer ot » as exhibited
qa? cases brought before the special magistrates for decision on the 18th of
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In the first of these cases, Mr. having been sentenced to paya fine of
20s. for confining an apprentice illegally, is said to have remarked, “ that their
herrings must pay for it.”

In the other, an apprentice named Robert Lewis complained that Mr. ———
had degraded him from his office of driver, for no fault but that of having given
evidence against him in court. The magistrates, after hearing what Mr.
alleged in his justification, appear to have been satisfied that the complaint was
well founded; but they postponed their decision, from not knowing how far their
authority extended in such a case.
With regard io the first of these cases, I am disposed to think that although

the law does not compel the supply of herrings, and the withholding them does
not therefore constitute a specific offence cognizable by the special magistrates,
the distinct avowal of the motive with which they were to be withheld, if fol-
lowed by the fulfilment of the threat, does constitute an offence within the 49th
section of the Abolition Act, and ought to be punished accordingly. On this
point, however, it is extremely desirable that the opinion of the Attorney-general
should in the first instance be taken as to the construction to be placed on the
law. As to the second case, the same reasoning would, I think, apply, if it were
possible to obtain conclusive evidence of the act having been done in order to
pervert the course of justice. The authority of the master, however, in the dis-
tribution of employment is to a great extent incapable of being interfered with.
Where no direct remedy can be obtained in cases of this nature, I trust the

evil may still be checked by a representation to the proprictor,—a course which
Ifind has on some occasions, and I think very judiciously, been resorted. to.
I am persuaded that few proprietors, if the facts are brought to their knowledge,
would willingly countenance so gross an abuse of the legal powers of an overseer,
by permitting him to resort to suchpractices, and that a perseverance in them
would lead to his speedy dismissal.
You will therefore direct the special magistrates to accompany the report to

you of the particulars of all such cases in future, with the names of the attorney
and the proprietor of the estate on which they may occur.

 

 

I have, &e.,

(signed) Glenelg.

 

- ——No. 541. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 May 1837.

I nave the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information the copy of an
opinion of the Attorney-general upon the two points adverted to in your Lord-
ship’s despatch of the 30th November last; one respecting the withholding, on
the part of the master, an allowance of herrings which he had been in the habit
of granting to an apprentice, because he was fined by the special magistrate for
illegally confining that apprentice, and the other relative to the degradation of
an apprentice by his overseer from the office of driver, because he had given
evidence against the overseer in court.

In the first case, the Attorney-general considers the apprentice to have no
remedy at law; and in the second, that it is essential to prove that the degrada-
tion took place unjustly, admitting at the same time that the ceasing to employ
the apprentice as a driver depends upon the pleasure of the owner. I apprehend
that the extreme difficulty of proving an unjust motive will, in most cases of
this nature, render nugatory any appeal on the part of the apprentice ; while in
the particular case in question ‘it is unnecessary to bring the matter to trial,
as the magistrates who first heard the complaint were of opinion that it was ill-
founded.
With reference to the latter part of your Lordship’s despatch, I have to,

acquaint your Lordship that I am very sensible of the advantage of bringing
under the notice of the proprietors or attorneys of properties, the occasional
misconduct or intemperance of their subordinate agents, and that I have never

appealed  
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appealed to their good offices in such cases without finding a ready disposition
to interpose their authority in the manner pointed out.

T have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 541.

Tueallowance of herrings not being of right, may be taken away at the pleasure of the
owner, and I fear the apprentice has no remedy. As to the ceasing to employ Robert Lewis
as driver, this too depends on the pleasure of the owner; but this, if unjustly done under
circumstances of degradation, will subject that owner or the person who acts for him, to:
unishment, as for an injustice under the 49th section of the Act for the Abolition of
lavery.

11 March 1837. (signed) D. O’Reilly.
 

— No. 542. —

Copy of a’ DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 14 July 1836. (Six Enclosures.)

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 14 July 1836.
Tnoven the absence of the Attorney-general at Montego Bay Assizes prevents

me from being able to send you his opinion as to the course proper to be pursued,
I think it right not to let the next packet leave this island without sending your
Lordship copies of some letters just received from Mr. Baynes, the special justice
of St. John’s. They contain a narrative and certain evidence respecting some
transactions of the most improper character which occurred in the newly-opened
workhouse of that ‘parish. I think that this is a part of a systematic attempt to
resist the authority of the special justices, which is already in full play in the
parish of St. Thomas in the Vale, and has been tried in St. Catherine’s. I have
sent to the custos for a copy of the gaol regulations under the Gaol Act, in order
that I may be certain that nothing therein contained can prevent the prosecution
which I feel it my duty to order to be entered into against Dr. Loane, themagis-
trates, and the supervisor. There is considerable doubt entertained by some law
practitioners here as to the right of working penal gangs in chains. Whether
that doubt can be well grounded or not, there can be none, in my opinion, of the
impropriety of working in chains suspected runaways who may prove themselves
subsequently to be free persons, or other accused prisoners remanded for re-exa-
mination. Dr. Loane has written to me to say that he has heard that Mr.
Baynes has sent in certain charges against him, and to request copies of them. IJ
have, however, thought it my duty to withhold them until I have the Attorney-
general’s opinion of the propriety of my doing so or not. Your Lordship may
think that 1 am makinga trifle a thing of too much consequence; but when I
See one continuous system of opposition to the efforts of the special justices
adopted in the whole of this neighbourhood, I am anxious, I confess, to “ prin-
ciplis obsta.” L have. &

ave, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosures in No. 542.

(No. 1.)

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq. Special Magistrate, to his Excellency the Marquis of
Sligo, dated 29 June 1836.

My Lord, Aylmer’s, St. John’s, 29 June 1836, Sunday evening.
I am this instant returned from a very fatiguing day’s journey far from well. I have

several communications by me to which I have to return replies, but I find it impracticable
to do so by this occasion, as they will require a great deal of time; and I have one report to
make to your Excellency of so serious a nature, that what time [ have on my hands must be
exclusively devoted to it. Within these few weeks the house of correction in this parish
has been opened for the reception of prisoners. I have ever observed and deprecated the
Savage and disgusting custom of putting the neck collar on females, and have openly ex-
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pressed my opinion thereon, long before the completion of the house of correction. On m
first visit to that institution your Excellency may judge ofmy surprise at finding a miserable
object, a female of middle age, committed by me as a runaway, whom I had positively
directed in my committal to be exempted from all description of labour, and not to be put
on the treadmill, being manifestly sick, and afflicted, as the supervisor afterwards informed
me, with that dreadful disease the cocoa bag, loaded with a heavy chain, and secured by the
neck by a collar attached to it. 1 immediately gave the supervisor, Mr. Patrick Thomas,
orders to remove the chain and collar, not only from this individual, but from several others
in the same situation,—all females. This was done, and I gave him positive directions never
to put a chain on a female on any account, if an apprentice committed by me. I also
directed him not to cut the hair of females, nor to put them on the treadmill, unless posi-
tively so commanded in my committal, as specified in your Excellency’s instructions. I have
reason to think that Mr. Thomas for some time complied with my directions. I beg your
Lordship to bear in mind that I positively instructed Mr. Thomas that my orders relatedonly
to such persons as might be committed by me, observing that I left other magistrates to
exercise their discretion, where apprentices were not concerned, as to such prisoners as they
might commit. I regret to say that Dr. Loane, the senior magistrate of this parish, forget-
ting the high and responsible situation he fills, has, in manifest violation of the Abolition Law
and of the undoubted privilege of the apprentices to be punished by a special magistrate only,
interfered with and obstructed me in the faithful execution of my most troublesomeduties,
by ordering the said female apprentice to be collared and chained and put on the treadmill,
previously having her hair cut, all in contempt and contradiction of the lawful authority and
sentence ofme, the special justice ofthe district, and the sole magistrate possessing any juris
diction whatever over the said apprentices as far as regards the invasions of the Act for the
abolition of slavery. I cannot perform my duty if thus thwarted and obstructed, and
earnestly entreat your Excellency to send one or more special magistrates to examine into
the matter, that I may not have to act alone in a matter where I am myself concerned. Dr,
Loane, on whomI called this morning in consequence of this matter, said that Messrs,
Coleman and Hamilton, magistrates, were also parties to this order; but no such fact has
hitherto come to my knowledge. I am sorry to say Dr. Loane said it was his intention (as if
he was right) to bring my conduct before the vestry for removing the chain and neck collar
from the woman, though committed by me. Some of them, evidently suffering from sick-
ness, are in @ dreadful condition. It may also be as well to mention to your Excellency that
he said he intended to prefer a second charge against me before the same vestry “ for having
fined him 20 s. some time since for confining an apprentice three nights.””

I much wish your Excellency would, if possible, direct the magistrate, whose assistance
I have requested, to accompany me on Saturday next, 2d July, to the vestry, which is to be
held that day, as well to aid me in doing justice to the oppressed as to protect me from fur-
ther obstruction and interference, which I have reason to apprehend there, for no other crime
than having conscientiously and faithfully disharged my duty. I have also been informed
that some of the apprentices have been beat in the house of correction, but whether male or
female I cannot tell. I have summoned the supervisor to appear before me to-morrow, and
shall examine minutely into the matter should the policemen intrusted with the execution of
the summons find him this evening.

I have, &e.
(signed) E. D. Baynes.

P.S.—This case, as well regarding the supervisor of the house of correction as Dr. Loane,
not being between master and apprentice, does not come under my jurisdiction as special
magistrate, and I do not think it advisable to associate any. magistrate of this parish with me
in the matter.

30th.—Mr. Hamilton has just called and denies all knowledge of a participation in putting
the before-mentioned females in chains, as stated by Dr. Loane.

 

(No. 2.)

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq. Special Magistrate, to his Excellency the Marquis of
Sligo, dated 1 July 1836,

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 1 July 1836.
I navE not been able to examine Mr. Thomas, the supervisor of the house of correction,

as he did not attend in obedience to my warrant, but got himself carried before Dr. Loane,
who bound him over in the sum of 20J. to appear at the quarter sessions. He ought not to
have been carried before Dr. Loane at all, who is a party concerned in the illegal proceed-
ings complained of, and has bound him over to appear before the inferior court, and taken
such inadequate bail, clearly to diminish in appearance the nature of evidence alleged. I
conceive that he should be examined and bound over to appear before the Supreme Court
under a heavy penalty. It is time to see whether the local magistrates have any right or
authority, under the pretence of internal regulations of the parochial houses of correction, to
constitute themselves judges over the special magistracy and to add severe and cruel punish-
ment to the sentences of the latter passed on apprentices. No internal regulations of any
institution can be valid against the law of the land; and the Abolition Act is not only a part
of the law of the land, buta paramount law; and in Clause 21st it expressly forbids the

punishment
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punishment of any apprentice, as regards its provisions, except by a special magistrate. Tout chains on, to put on the treadmill, or to beat an apprentice is as much an assault whencommitted in the house of correction, without the sanction of or in contradiction of the orders
of the special magistrate, as it would be out of it. But in the instances complained of at
present the case is still more aggravated, as the rules and regulations of the St. John’s
House of Correction make no mention of chains and collars, nor in any way bear out a local
magistrate in ordering them to be put on any of the prisoners, much less on women, whom Ifound on visiting the institution chained by the neck in couples like so many dogs; one of
them common. humanity, whatever might have been her crime, ought to have revolted at the
idea of loading with chains in her sickly state. I made allowance for what I conceived an
error on the part of the supervisor, and ordered the chain to be removed from all the females,
who, in fact, were most of them under detention not as convicts but as deserters. Yet in
defiance of these directions a local magistrate orders them to be put on again, without
having so much to plead in his justification as that the regulations of the Institutionauthorized its being done.

I have, &c.
(signed) EE. D. Baynes, Special Justice.
 

(No. 3.)

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to His Excellency the Marquis
of Sligo, dated 4 July 1836.

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 4 July 1836.{ rEGret that a collision should have at length taken place between the locat magis-‘trates of the parish and myself. It has been owing to neither my fault or my * . I
proceeded to Point Hill, to the vestry held there, on Saturday. [ neither* nor*
They chose to assumea right to examine and control my ‘conduct as a special magistrateas regards my late proceedings in the House of Correction; this I of course strenuouslyresisted ; but a single individual could have but little chance with a hundred others present ;

every one of them opposed to him by* or supposed interests. The Magistrateswere unable however to come to any decision in my presence; I clearly proved to themthat they had acted illegally. The fact is, that there is no law existing at this instant in
the Island of Jamaica for chaining even male prisoners before conviction. The only clausewhich bears at all on the point in the Act for the Regulation of Gaols and Houses of Cor-rection is the third, provision 10, which says, a prisoner may for misconduct be put in irons,This is not a rule, but an* exception, where there was no misconduct even alleged.Theywere * to defend themselves by alleging custom; when I pointed out to themthe inconsistency of pleading custom to the prejudice of the negro, whilst they refuse toadmit it to his advantage. On most estates in this parish the former customary indulgencesare all withheld. Whatever may have been the practice during slavery there is no law in‘force at present which justifies local magistrates in putting chains and collars on uncon-victed apprentices, and that too when sick in hospitals, and in defiance of the directions of
the special magistrate.

T have taken the depositions of the prisoners at Point Hill, and annex a statement of theirregularities in a specific form, to supersede the general complaint laid before your Excel-lency in my letter of the 29th June on the subject.

1. Ellinor Lorraine, committed not as a convict but as a runaway, and ordered by the
special magistrate to beput to no manner of work; chained and collared when
grievously sick and in the hospital for several days.

2. Ann Francis, another runaway; chained and collared; released from both by the
special magistrate ; was again put into chains by order of Dr. Loane. ;

3. Margaret Taylor, also a runaway; was not, when committed at first, put into chains,
in consequence of express orders given to that purport by the special magistrate on
the 10th June; collared and chained in defiance of the said orders by the authority
of Dr, Loane.

4, Letitia, a runaway; same case.
5. Francis Lendo, a convict; for seven days chained and collared by order of Dr. Loane

and Mr. Bell, in express contempt and disregard of the directions of the special
magistrate. Got sick 3 had the collar and chain put on her again before she was
recovered. .6. The hair of the former four cut close, in disregard of the directions of the special
magistrate. -o,

7. Working females on the road out of the walls of the institution, in contempt of my
orders and the clear and explicit commands of your Excellency in your circular of
10th May 1836, No. 2899, to which I beg leave to refer.

That circular, my Lord, I read to them on Saturday, but they were pleased to sayitwasnot law; and to show how totally they disregarded the salutary directions it contains, on
leaving the vestry room, and in my absence, they proceeded, as I was informed, to hire thewhole gang out to job for Mr. Bell, although some have been directed to be only put towork within the walls, { shall proceed to Point Hill to take depositions as to this fact to-
Morrow. I have not found that any of the females hitherto examined have been put on thetread-wheel without sentence, andI sincerely hope no instance of this kind will be proved.
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I trust your Excellency will perceive that in acting as I have done I have been actuated by
no malicious motives, but with a view to further the ends of justice and to preclude any
charge of inhumanity being brought against the authorities. That I have not succeeded in
the latter object is owing to the hasty, unwise, and, as regards me, most unhandsome
conduct of the senior magistrate, to censure me for resisting his illegal and oppressive con-
duct as relates to the apprentices, hoping, no doubt, to take me by surprise, and find me
unprepared to vindicate my conduct. J .

have to inform your Excellency that on Saturday, before leaving the institution, the
supervisor refusing to remove the chains and collars illegally put on the bodies of the female
prisoners, I ordered the police to take them off, which was done.

I have, Kc.
(signed) LE. D. Baynes.

P.S.—Even in the regulations of three other houses of correction not a word is said about
chains and collars.

 

(No. 4.)

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency the Marquis of
Sligo, dated 5 July 1836.

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 5 July 1836.
I reportepD to your Excellency seven instances of what I termed irregularity, which

have lately occurred in the St. John’s house of correction. What name to give to the
following facts which have come out in evidence before Mr. Bedford and myself I am at a
loss to conceive.
ist.—From Friday morning at eight o’clock the total quantity of food served out to the

unfortunate prisoners in that house of correction, about 10 or 12 in number, until four
o’clock in the afternoon of Monday, was four heads of corn, during the whole four days,
and half'a shad perdiem. This, the entireweight of which was not perhaps more than 24
ounces, was, I repeat, the total quantity of food allowed them for four days. This is suffi-
ciently dreadful; but what will your Excellency feel when I add that the above allowance,
certainly not, if continued for eight days, sufficient to have saved these unhappy creatures
from death by starvation, was apportioned out in the following manner: three heads of corn
on Friday; one do. on Saturday; none at all Sunday; none on Monday until evening,
when they get some cocoes. Their sufferings the deponents affirm to have been dreadful.
The cause of this execrable barbarity I have not yet discovered. Though extremely unwell
and greatly harassed I shall proceed to Point Hill at once to make further inquiries.

2d. Ann Francis was flogged by a Mr. Chapman with a cat, to make her go on the
treadmill.

3d. Another woman, name unknown to me, committed by Mr. Harris, and with a child
in arms, also appears to have been flogged.
As soon as [ can find time to copy out the depositions I will forward them to your

Excellency.
I have, &c.

(signed) § £..D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

P.S.—I beg to submit to your Excellency that I hold, affirm, and maintain that there is
no law in existence which authorizes the chaining of unconvicted apprentices, and am
ready to stand the issue in a court of law, as well as for twice removing the chains from
the Pumales in mycapacity of special justice, in which I assert that 1 have a right to enter
anywhere, by force if necessary, on sufficient grounds of belief that a grievous offence under
the Abolition Act has taken place.

 

(No. 5.)

LETTER from E. D, Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency the Marquis of
Sligo, dated 6 July 1836.

My Lord, Aylmer’s, St. John’s, 6 July 1836.
I nave the honour to send copies of the depositions respecting the illegal punishments

which havé taken place in the house of correction in this parish, heard mostly by myself,
partly in conjunction with Mr. Bedford. The flogging of women to force them on the
treadwheel standing on the unsupported testimony of Robert Valentine, seems, I am happy
to say, liable to doubt. Your Excellency will however collect from the evidence that
several other gross violations of the rights of the apprentice, and of the authority of the
special magistrate, besides those already reported, have taken place. Johanna Lawrence,
the matron, deposes: .

ist. That the gang is actually hired to Mr. Bell; and that Richard Brown, John Daw--
kin, John Archer, and Robert Johnson, committed by me only as runaways, and, in com-
pliance with your Excellency’s circular No. 2899, not ordered to be worked out of the
institution, are among them.

2d. She
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ad. She deposes that Dawkin has been put on the treadwheel. Now this was not
ordered; nor do I conceive that I have any authority, when simply committing a suspected
runaway for desertion, to do so.

3d. She says that Robert Johnson is also working with the gang at Mr. Bell’s. Now
this is a direct violation of my commitment, which distinctly specifies that he shall not be
ut to any kind of work out of the institution.
4th. The woman Margaret Taylor was also made to work out of the institution without

legal authority.
éth. Richard Francis was, it appears, flogged with a cat on his sore foot, which in con-

sequencegot so bad that the doctor was obliged to interfere, and to exempt him both front
chains and work.

Nothing can be more contrary to law and to common sense than to put an unconvicted
apprentice, committed only for detention as a suspected runaway, to any kind of corporal
punishment. Even after conviction the utmost extent of imprisonment at hard labour, for
desertion, however long the period, amounts only to 14 days. Some of the persons com-
mitted are frequently found, after all, not to be deserters; sometimes even to be freemen;
yet these innocent people, only ordered into custody on suspicion, are by this cruel and
absurd practice made to suffer, at the caprice of a supervisor or the mistake of a magistrate,
many times the amount of punishment that can possibly be awarded by the sentence of a
lawful court after due trial and conviction. As for necessity or custom being alleged in
defence of such proceedings, neither one nor the other, however they may palliate a breach
of the Jaw, can make that to be law which is not so. I do not find that the indulgences
formerly given by custom to the slave are always in this parish continued to the apprentice;

surely if custom be not allowed to operate to the benefit of the negro, it should not be
pleaded to his prejudice.

Indeed, my lord, so fully do I feel convinced of the extreme inconvenience and hardship
that may and does occur to the apprentice from this abuse, and so conscious am I that in
thus throwing myself forward to stop it I have acted, not only in pursuance of the dictates of
humanity andof,the principles of correct reasoning, but also in strict accordance with the
law, that I earnestly entreat your Excellency, should the legal authorities in this island, on
being consulted, entertain the slightest doubt on the subject, to forward the whole case to
England for the consideration and decision of the Colonial Office.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

Present E. D. Baynes, Special Justice.

Point Hill, 2 July 1836.
Ellinor Lorraine, duly sworn, deposes that she is apprenticed labourer to Mr. Guy of

Spanish Town. Thatshe was taken up this day three weeks by the police in the Red
Hills, and was committed by Mr. Baynes; she was up at the Red Hills for health, being
afflicted with the king’s evil, or cocoa bag. When she came up to the house of correction,
Mr. Thomas, the supervisor, ordered her hair to be cut, and @ collar, with a chain attached to
it, to be put on her; the collar went round her neck, and the chain was put round her waist.
Deponent told Mr. Thomas, the supervisor, that she was sick of the king’s evil, and had lost
the perfect use of her arms, on which he put her into a room by herself: it was the hospital.
Is quite sure she had the chain and collar on when in the hospital. Deponent was not put
on the treadmill, nor to any manner of work. The special justice came up some days after-
wards and ordered the chains to be taken off, which was done. Does not recollect how
many days she was kept with the chain on her; was not chained again after the collar and
chain were removed by the special magistrate’s orders. The doctor visited her, and said
she had not got the king’s evil.

Ellinor Lorraine’s mark.

Ann Francis, apprenticed labourer to Frances Elliot, duly sworn, deposes that she was
committed to the house of correction on Thursday week last; when she came up she was
chained to another woman, and the collar was put round her neck; her hair was also cut.
The chain and collar were removed when the special magistrate visited the house of correc-
tion; the chain was not put on again afterwards, but the collar-was put on again. About a
week afterwards she fell sick, and was put into the hospital ; the collar was not on her neck
when in the hospital. Has been employed in fetching ‘water for the people.

Ann Francis’s mark.

MargaretTaylor, apprentice to Margaret James of the Red Hills, duly sworn, deposes
that she was committed to the house of correction by Mr. Baynes last week. No chain or
collar was put on until Dr. Loane ordered them to be put on; has not been put on the tread-
mill; has Been employed on the road; has been chained to two women at different times,
but not toa man. Heard Dr. Loane order the chain to be put on.

Margaret Taylor’s mark.

Frances Lendo, apprenticed labourer to Fuller’s Rest estate, duly sworn, deposes that she
was committed to the house of correction by Mr. Baynes last Thursday; she was put in
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chains and fastened to another woman. She was sick one morning, but the chains wereput
on again before she was quite well; herbellypained her, and she had a bad arm, which
was, cut by her being tied to the treadmill. as not beat to be compelled to go on the
treadmill ; saw Mr. Chapman beat Richard Frances on his sore foot with a cat.

Frances Lendo’s mark.

Patrick Thomas, supervisor of the house of correction of the parish of St. John, being duly
sworn, deposes that he recollects the time that Ellinor Lorraine was brought up to the
house of correction; he put the chain and collar on her in pursuance with the rules and
regulations of the institution. Cannot point out under what rule or regulation he acted,
Cannot remember whether the woman Etinor ‘Lorraine told him before or after the collar
and chains were put on, that she was sick. Did not think she was in sucha state as to
have exempted her from having the collar and chain put on her. Was aware thataccording
to the terms of the committal she was ordered not to be put to any kind of work. She was
immediately put in the hospital, and has remained there all along. Deponent removed the
chain and collar as ordered, in the presence of Mr. Baynes; did not put the chain and collar
again on her. Some time afterwards Dr. Loane and Mr. Bell ordered the chains and collars
to be put again on all the women, but deponent used his own discretion, and did notput
them again on Ellinor Lorraine because she was sick. Frances Lendo’s arm was hurt during
deponent’s absence, when she was put on the treadmill by Mr. Chapman, deputed to do so
by deponent.

(signed) § Patrick B. Thomas.

The foregoing depositions and examinations taken by me this 2d day of July 1836.
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

Present, £. D. Baynes and T. S. Bedford, Special Justices.

Police Station, St. John’s, 4 July 1836.
Letitia, apprenticed labourer to Mr. William Benden Valentine, not being a Christian,

but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth, sayeth, that she was released from the
house of correction of the parish of St. John on Saturday last. She was imprisoned there
15 days, being committed as a runaway by the special magistrate. She was put in chains
and the collar as soon as she got there, by the supervisor, Mr. Thomas. Deponent was
kept in chains three days, when she was attacked with fever and headache; she was put
into the hospital; the long chain was taken off, but the collar left on. Wasaprisoner
when the special magistrate came up to visit the institution; heard the special magistrate
order the supervisor to remove the chain and collar, which was done. On the Friday follow-
ing Dr. Loane visited the place; saw him converse with Mr. Thomas, who soon after put
the chain and collar again on deponent. They were kept there, as she stated before, till she
fell sick: the collar was kept on her all the time that she was in hospital; was not put on
the treadmill. When in the hospital got the same allowance as when out of it. Was sick
nearly half'a week, during which time the doctor never came. Was employed on the road
carrying stones ; heard it mentioned that the special magistrate had forbid the women to be
worked out of the institution. Was still sick when the chain was put on her again. During
the time she was in the institution she suffered from hunger, having on a Friday got only
three heads of corn and the salt; on the Saturday she got only one head of corn; on the
Sunday none af all; and nothing on Monday until four o’clock in the evening, when they
pave her some cocoes; from Saturday to Monday afternoon shegot nothing whatever to eat.

uring the remainder of her imprisonment she got four pounds of cocoes per day. She had
been guilty of no bad conduct to have her food withheld.

Letitia’s mark.

Robert Binden Valentine, duly sworn, deposes that he was sent to the house of correction
at the same time with Letitia ; recollects the whole of the prisoners in the house of correction
getting but three heads of corn on the Friday at eight a. m.; one on Saturday, and none at
all after that until Monday about four o’clock in the afternoon, when they got some cocoes
and shad. Deponent suffered extremely from the pangs of hunger. He recollects seeing
Mr. Chapman flog one Frances and another woman when on the treadwheel; he flogged
them to make them get on it; their legs also were cut. A woman committed by Mr. Harris
from the walks also was flogged. The women were flogged with a cat. Does not know if
the special magistrate had given orders to that effect. Deponent adds, that they got their
shads during the days that they got so little corn.

R. B. Valentine’s ‘mark.
Letitia, on being re-questioned, says that the shads were served out on the days they were:

short of corn.

(signed) £. D. Baynes.

The foregoing examinations and depositions taken by us this 4th day of July 1836.

igned T. S. Bed d, . ;(signed) ED. Bae} Special Magistrates.
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Present, EZ. D. Baynes, Esq. Special Magistrate.
; Point Hill, Tuesday, 5 July 1836.

July, apprenticed labourer on Swansea Estate, committed by Mr. Harris for turbulent
conduct, and sentenced to hard labour in the penal gang for seven days, and to be put on
the treadmill once a day for a quarter of an hour, Rly sworn, deposes that she is put on
the treadmill oncea day until the glass runs out. Has a child six months of age with her;
she is obliged to give the child a part of her provisions. On Saturday she was worked on
the roads, throwing stones in a heap. When she came into the institution a collar was
put on her.

July’s mark.

Ellinor Lorraine, duly sworn, deposes that on Friday gone a week, as she believes,
the people in the house of correction confined as prisoners received only three heads of
corn in the morning; on Saturday a maccaroni’s worth of corn was bought and divided
among all the prisoners; on Sunday two bits worth of corn was bought and distributed
among them. Does not know how many prisoners were then in the house of correction.
On Monday got nothing at all until the bread kind came in the evening, it was cocoes,
when they got the prison allowance.

Ellinor Lorraine’s mark.

Julian, apprenticed labourer to Mr. Pool, committed as a runaway about three weeks
since by Mr. John Thomas Bell, justice of the peace.

(signed) . D. B.

Richard Francis, duly sworn, deposes that he saw Mr. Chapman flog David Henry
when on the mill. Was flogged himself with the cat. Deponent had asore foot, and
could not walk on the treadmill, because it was very bad; Mr. Chapman beat deponent
-on the sore foot. Heard Francis Lindo bawl out that Mr. Chapman had no business to
flog her now with a cat, but cannot say whether she was struck or not. The foot got very
bad after he was beaten on it, and the doctor when he saw it ordered that deponent should
not be put any more on the treadmill,

Richard Francis’s mark.

Margaret Taylor, convict under sentence as a runaway, duly sworn, deposes that on
Saturday gone a week corn was served out to the prisoners. They got three heads of corn
served out on Saturday, and two in the evening of Saturday; thinks she got some on
Sunday. From that time till Monday the prisoners got nothing, when they got the prison
allowance of cocoes in the evening.

Margaret Taylor’s mark.

_ Johanna Lawrence, duly sworm, deposes that the gang is hired to Mr. Bell; Richard
Brown is one of them, and is now at work for Mr. Bell. John Dawkins, a runaway, is also
at work at Mr. Bell’s: Dawkins has been put on the treadmill. John Archer, also a run-
away, is working at Mr. Bell’s. Robert Johnson, another runaway, is also with the gang at
Mr. Bell’s. The house of correction has been open seven or eight weeks.

Johanna Lawrence’s mark,
Johanna Lawrence is the matron of the institution.

The foregoing depositions and examinations taken by me this 5th day of July 1836.

(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

Notes by the SpectaL Justice.

Ist. Ellinor Lorraine, a runaway, ordered by the special magistrate to be put to no manner
of work, was kept in chains and collar when grievously sick in the hospital.

2d. None of the foregoing female witnesses were ordered by the special magistrate to be
put in chains.

3d. None of the females were sentenced to have their hair cut.
_ 4th. None of them, in like manner, were ordered to be put to work out of the
institution.

Sth. None of the runaways, either male or female, were condemned by the special
magistrate to work out of the institution.

Sth. Dawkins was put on the treadwheel without sentence.
7th. It was distinctly specified in the commitment of Robert Johnson that he should not

be worked out of the institution; yet it appears, by Johanna Lawrence’s evidence, that he
was hired out to Mr. Bell. .

8th. The special magistrate, on visiting the institution, finding several unconvicted female
apprentices in chains, ordered them to be removed, as not in his commitment, and as contrary
to law and to his intention.

9th. Dr. Loane ordered the chains and collars thus removed by the special magistrate 2
251. ¢
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be put again on the said female apprentices, to the obstruction of the said special magistrate
in the execution of his duty.

10th. There is no rule or regulation, either in the general act of the Assembly or in
the internal laws of the St. John’s House of Correction, authorizing chains to be put on
unconvicted females.

11th. That special magistrates themselves have no power to order chains to be put on
apprentice prisoners sent solely to the house of correction for detention and not for trial.

12th. That all or a part of the prisoners were kept for four days without sufficient food;
in fact with scarcely enough to keep them from perishing of hunger.

13th. That all of the grievances complained of are contrary to law, and to the salutary
instructions of his Excellency the Governor in his circular, No. 2889, to the special
magistrates.

14th. That the interference of any local magistrate, as that of Dr. Loane in the present
instance, by setting aside or adding to the sentence of a special magistrate, is a gross
violation of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, and more especially when exerted over
apprentices unconvicted of any offence, in direct defiance and contradiction of the express
directions of the special justice, the only lawful authority in such case under the law.

(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 6.)

LETTERS from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency the Marquis
of Sligo, dated 10th July 1836.

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 10 July 1836.
Wits much reluctance, and urged exclusively by a sense of public duty, I enclose eight

charges against Dr. Loane, senior magistrate of this parish; four for obstructing me in the
lawful execution of my duties as a special magistrate ; four for assaults committed by him
on the bodies of certain female apprentices, prisoners confined in the house of correction.
It is time to set at rest the question if the local magistrates, whether assembled in vestry,
formed into committees, or otherwise, are by law authorized to exercise a paramount
jurisdiction over the special justices, if, divested as they are by the Act for the Abolition
of Slavery, of all authority in the first instance, they are, after due trial and sentence,
entitled to exert a discretionary power tenfold still more arbitrary and severe,—if, in fine,
some of the most abominable usages of slavery are to be continued under the weak and
suspicious pleas of necessity and custom, and allowed to counteract, thwart and annul
the most glorious and beneficent measure recorded in the annals of any nation since the
creation?

I am informed, my Lord, that some of the planters, irritated by the prompt manner in
which I resisted and arrested so crying an injustice, have resolved to petition your Excel-
lency for my removal from the parish. Tentreat your Excellency not to believe that I really
treated them with disrespect. It is, on the contrary, I who have to complain; it is I who
have been treated with disrespect; it was my authority that was despised; they were my
rights which were infringed; indeed, as your‘Excellency will readily admit, a simple indivi-
dual amidst an hundred of enemies is likely to have been “more sinned against than
sinning.” I feel persuaded, however, that your Excellency will not gratify the disappointed
feelings of a party by a measure which they would triumphantly hail as a token of your
Excellency’s disapprobation of my conduct. I know that not one-third of the parish will
join in the request; and it is at present, fortunately, easy to gratify the gentlemen who
may disapprove of my proceedings, by consigning their properties to the jurisdiction of
Mr. Bedford.

I have, &e.

(signed) . D. Baynes.

 

My Lord,
Since writing the above Mr. Bedford and myself have taken further depositions. John

Williams examined, and Letitia re-examined, as regards the distribution of the corn on the
four days complained of, It appears that a great deal of partiality was used in the distri-
bution; some got more, some less, but none sufficient. It also appears from these deposi-
tions, (a copy of which I forward your Excellency, keeping the original for the Attorney-
general,) that during the whole time the prisoners were thus starving the supervisor was
absent from his charge. It also appears that a woman was put into a dark cell for no other
offence than asking, by my orders, for a little food for her suffering child. And what is astill
greater outrage on the public and private rights of the apprentices, John Williams was

etained at hard labour in the house of correction four days beyond the term of his sentence,
on the sole authority of the supervisor.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. D. Baynes.
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Norss.

ist. I submit for your Excellency’s consideration that no rules of any parochial or otherhouse of correction can supersede, set aside, add to, or in any other way alter the sentenceand decision ofa special justice, when in strict accordance with the law.
2d. There are no rules or Tegulations either in the general Act of the Assembly for the‘better regulation of gaols, or in the internal rules of the Saint John’s House ofCorrection,

which direct, permit, or Justify the chaining and ironing of unconvicted apprentices, or theputting on of chains and irons on any apprentice, contrary to the award and sentence ofthespecial magistrate.

3d. There is no law in existence by which an apprentice can in any way be coerced orpunished, except by a special justice. Vide Clause 21st, Abolition Act.
4th. Theforegoing observation is self-evident; for when an apprentice becomes amenableto a superior jurisdiction, he is, in the eye of such court or tribunal, to all intents and pur-poses a free man, and must be treated as such. Vide 21st Clause, Abolition Act.
5th. The provisory clause of the 21st article of the Act for the abolition of slavery doesnot apply in this case; it says, that no apprenticed labourer, except under the provisions ofthe said Act, shall be exempted from the operation of any law affecting other persons offree condition; now, asa person of free condition can never possibly be a runaway appren-tice, the runaway apprentice, wherever he may be confined or imprisoned as such, is soleland exclusively under the jurisdiction of the special magistrate only, and in no case liable toany other.
6th. I submit, for the particular consideration of your Excellency and of the attorney-general, that the police regulations can never, in any instance, extend beyond simply secur-ing in manacles or handcuffs. Irons are not chains and collars, nor did the police ofany

country in the world, I believe, ever secure their prisoners in such a manner.
7th. The rules and regulations of houses of correction in no way proceed or depend onthose of the police; they are distinct and separate branches of penal justice.

 

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 10 July 1836.I snoutp be but ill performing my duty to the public, to your Excellency, to my brothermagistrates, and to myself, after the determined and reiterated: obstruction I have encoun-tered in the faithful execution of my duties as a special justice from the senior magistrateof this parish, M. W. Loane, esq., did I not seek from the law and from your Excellency adue and adequate reparation for the illegal opposition and grievous violence offered to theure courseof justice in the person of even so humble an individual as myself. Influencedy no feelings of private hostility or public difference, but conscious of the necessity of thestep, and actuated solely by what I esteem the manifest principles of impartial justice, theslightest deviation from which, in the novel and unprecedented state which the relations ofsociety have assumed in this part of the globe, may lead to results that human sagacity, un-enlightened in this instance by experience of the past, may prove unable to foresee or toremedy, I submit to yourExcellency the subjoined memoranda respecting Mr. Loane,earnestly entreating your Excellency’s patient attention. and consideration as to theproprietyand necessity of referring them to ‘the attorney-general with a view to the final decision ofthe question by a verdict of the country.
Istly. I charge M. W. Loane, esq. with interfering with and obstructing me in the lawfuland conscientious discharge of my duties, inasmuch as that I, in my capacity asa specialjustice, having on the 10th day of June last, in virtue of the jurisdiction and authority in mevested by the Act for the abolition of slavery, ordered certain heavy chains and collars to beremoved from the necks and bodies of certain unconvicted female apprentices, being at thetime prisoners in the house of correction, committed as suspected deserters, and then andthere chained by the neck in couples, one of the said female prisoners being grievously sickat the time in the hospital of the institution, he, the said M. W. Loane, did some daysafterwards in the same month of June order the said chains and collars to be put again onthe necks and bodies of the said unconvicted female prisoners, who were, with the exception

of one only, accordingly again chained by the neck in the manner aforesaid.
2dly. I charge M. W. Loane, esq. with interfering with and obstructing me in the lawfuland conscientious discharge of my duties as a special magistrate, inasmuch as that I, on the

2d day of July instant, having, in the lawful exercise of my authority, given orders to Patrick
B. Thomas, supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction, to remove certain heavy ironchains and collars from the necks and bodies of certain unconvicted female apprentices so
chained and ironed in defiance and disobedience of my lawful authority, express commands,
and the terms of their several commitments, he, the said M. W. Loane, did then and thereorder the said Patrick B. Thomas not to obey my lawful commands, but to keep the said
Unconvicted female apprentices still chained by the neck in the cruel manner aforesaid.

3dly. I charge M. W. Loane, esq. with interfering with and obstructingme in the lawful
and conscientious discharge ofmy duties as a special magistrate by causing and ordering cer-
tain unconvicted female apprentices to be put to hard labour on the public roads contrary to-
my lawful directions and to the terms of their several commitments.
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Present, E. D. Baynes and T. S. Bedford, Special Justices.

Ayimer's, 11 July 1836.
John Williams,apprenticed labourer to Solomon Da Silva of the RedHills, in the parishof St. John, not being a Christian, but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth,

sayeth, that he has been detained four days in the house of correction of the parish of St,John beyond the term of his sentence, which was 14 days’ hard labour and 10 days’ solitaryconfinement, being 24 days; whereas he was detained a prisoner in the said house of cor-rection 28 days. After the 10 days’ solitary confinement he was kept four days more grind-ing corn in the yard. Deponent sayeth that Mr. Thomas told him that he detained himbecause he had not yet paid back the mile money. About two weeks since, on a Friday,deponent does not recollect the date, he got 2 Ibs. of cocoes in the morning and two heads ofcorn in the evening, with half a shad as usual; on Saturday moming Mrs. Lawrence madethe driver serve the prisoners all round with three heads of roasted corn; in the eveningdeponent received about 41b. of boiled yam; he was at that time a prisoner in solitary con-finement. On Sunday deponent got for breakfast three heads of green corn; in the eveningthe corn was slack, and but one head of corn was served out. On Monday they waiteduntil between four or five p.m. withoutanything, when the coco came in and they got theprison allowance; they had their half shad per diem all this time. A man named Rodney,also a prisoner, was ordered by Mr. Thomas to beat deponent on his legs to make himdance on the treadmill; he got about 12 blows with the rope. Deponent knows RichardFrancis, he was a prisoner also; saw Mr. Chapman beat him with a cat on his sore footbecause he did not know how to dance on the mill. Did not see any women beat to makethem dance on the treadmill. Heard Frances Lindo call out; saw Mr. Chapman lift aswitch to strike Frances Lindo, but the switch broke in Mr. Chapman’s hand. Deponentadds that Mr. Thomas was absent from the house ofcorrection from Friday until Tuesdaynight.
. John Wiiliams’s mark.
The foregoing examinations taken before us this 11th day of July 1836.

(signed) E. D. Baynes.
I. S. Bedford.

 

Aylmer’s, 11 July 1836.Letitia, apprenticed labourer to William Bendon Valentine of the Red Hills, not beinga Christian, but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth, sayeth, that she was aprisoner in the house of correction, from which she was released’ last Saturday week.he was chained and collared as soon as she arrived there; the chains were taken off twice ;once when she was sick in the hospital of fever and headache, but the collar was left on allthe time she was in the hospital. ithe chain and collar were both taken off when the specialmagistrate visited the institution, by his orders; but they were put on again by order ofDr. Loane. Deponent heard Dr. Loane tell Mr. Thomas, who is supervisor of the house ofcorrection, to put the chain and collar on again. After Dr. Loane went away, Mr. Thomastold her that he knew as much law as the special magistrate. ‘The chains and collar werekept on her afterwards until she was released by order of the special magistrate on Saturdayweek last. On Friday last fortnight from about mid-day to Monday evening, she was fed oncorn, with less than halfa shad a day. On Friday she got only three heads of corn duringthe whole day, with the same half shad; on Saturday she received only one head of corn;on Sunday she got nothing whatever for food except half a shad, not a single head of corn,or any other bread kind, neither did she get an thing at all to eat after this untilMondayevening, when she got the prison allowance of cocoes. Deponent suffered cruelly fromhunger all the time. Had been guilty of no fault to merit this treatment. She hada childwith her, who got nothing to eat from Mr. Thomas whilst deponent was in the workhouse.Heard the special magistrate order Mr. Thomas to give the children something to eat; onwhich, feeling weak froin the preys of hunger, she asked Mr. Thomas to give her somethingfor her child, on which he put her into a dark cell for asking him. The day after this, how-ever, he did give her two small cocoes for the child. Saw Mr. Chapman beat Richard Francison his sore foot when on the treadwheel. Recollects Mr. Thomas being absent from theworkhouse on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday ; it was during his absence that they were keptwith such insufficient food.

Letitia’s mark.
Robert Bendon Valentine was a prisoner in the house of correction at the same time withLetitia. Recollects being kept on an insufficiency of food. On the Friday he gotonly threeheads ofcorn, on Saturday one head, on Sunday none at all, and nothing on Monday tillabout four o’clock in the evening, when they got some cocoes. Suffered extremely fromhunger;_was very faint, and his eyes grew dim. Saw Mr. Chapman beat Ann Francis witha cat when on the mill, and also two men, whose names he does not know, one ofwhom had &sore foot. Deponent was himself struck on the hand by a man belonging to Dr. Loane whowas acting as driver,

Robert R. Valentine's mark.

E. D. Baynes,
TS. Bedford, } Special Magistrates.

(A true Copy.) E. D. Baynes.

Sworn before us this 11th day of July 1836,
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Present, EZ. D. Baynes and T. S. Bedford, Special Justices.

Aylmer’s, 12 July 1836.
Frances Lindo, apprenticed labourer on Fuller’s Rest Estate, in the parish of St. John,

duly sworn, deposes that she was released from the house of correction of the parish of
St. John on Monday week last. On her commitment on arriving at the house of cor-
rection she was immediately chained to another woman, Margaret Taylor, and a collar
ut round her neck. One morning she was sick; the chain and collar were then taken

off, but were put on again before she was well next morning. Deponent has a bad arm
at present, which was occasioned by Mr. Chapman’s tying her to the treadmill. One
day when deponent did not jump upon the mill the said Mr. Chapman called out for a
cat to beat deponent with; deponent then said he had no right to flox women now.
She was not struck by Mr. Chapman. Recollects seeing Mr. Chapman beat Richard
Francis on his sore foot; also saw him beat David Henry; he beat both of them with a
cat. The doctor did not visit the institution during the whole seven days she was a
prisoner in the house of correction. Mr. Thomas, the supervisor, was absent from the
workhouse when she was sent there, and did not return until next day.

Frances Lindo’s mark.

 

4thly. I charge M. W. Loane, Esq. with interfering with and obstructing me in the
conscientious and lawful discharge of my duties as a special justice, inasmuch as that
he, the said W. M. Loane, aided and abetted by certain others, did let and hire out to
Mr. John Thomas Bell certain apprentices, prisoners at that time, the 2d July instant,
confined in the St. John’s House of Correction, to be worked out of the institution at such
place and in such manner as might seem meet to the said John Thomas Bell; and the said
apprenticed prisoners were accordingly in such manner worked out of the institution, in
contempt and disregard of the sentence and lawful authority of me, the special magis-
trate of the district.

5thly. I charge M. W. Loane, Esq. with committing a grievous assault on the body of
Letitia, an apprenticed labourer to Mr. William Bendon Valentine of the parish of
St. John, by attaching, or ordering to be attached, a heavy iron chain and collar to the
neck and body of the said Letitia, without the sentence or authority of any lawful or
competent court or tribunal, she being at the time only under detention as a suspected
deserter; the said chain and collar moreover having been already previously removed from
the neck and body of the said Letitia by command of the special magistrate, as contrary
to his intention and the terms of her commitment ; the said special magistrate having, at
the time the said chains were so removed by his command, strictly enjoined that the said
Letitia should on no account be again so chained and ironed; notwithstanding which
positive injunction and prohibition the said M. W. Loane did again chain, or order to be
chained, by the neck, the said Letitia, in the cruel manner aforesaid, she being sick and
il with fever during a part of the time she was in such manner chained by the neck,
and in the hospital of the institution.

6thly. Idem, for assaulting Ann Francis.
athly. Idem, for assaulting Margaret Taylor.
sthly. Idem, for assaulting Frances Lindo.

I have, &c.
The Marquis of Sligo. (signed)  E. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

— No. 543.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 28th July 1836.

“Y nave the honour to state for your information that at the last Supreme
Court here, the grand jury made a presentment to the Judges, a copy of which
I transmit, complaining of the conduct of a special justice, Mr. Harris, for
having committed an individual for trial before that Court for an assault. When
the Chief Justice sent it to me, I called for a copy of the proceedings to which
that presentment had reference. The case was that of Sarah James v. MacClag-
gan; and when your Lordship sees the evidences you will, I think, feel with me,
that the presentment was unjustifiably made. This was a case of aggravated
assault, and the decision of the Court itself pronouncing a heavier punishment
than the Abolition Law would allow of, proves that Mr. Harris acted judiciously
on the occasion. The recommendation of the Chief Justice conveyed in his
letter, forwarding to me the presentment, seeming to approve it, though some-
what uncertain I must confess, in its scope, induced me to address a letter to the
Chief Justice, a copy of which I have also the honour to enclose, and which Itrust
you will approve of.”
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Enclosures in No. 543.

(No. 1.)

Extract of a LETTER from the Chief Justice to His Excellency the Governor, dated
29 June 1836.

“I nave the honour to enclose a presentment of the grand jury of the county of Middle-
sex. The Judges of the Supreme Court fully concur in the observations made by the grand
jury on the necessity of sending minor offences for trial to the Courts of Quarter Sessions.”
 

(No. 2.)

To Sir Joshua Rowe, Knt., Chief Judge of the Supreme Court ofJudicature in Jamaica, and
to their Honours his Associate Judges.

May it please your Honours,
We, the grand jurors for the county of Middlesex, beg leave respectfully to present as a

very great nuisance the practice that has been followed, on the part of a stipendiary magis-
trate, inreferring to this court the case of an apprentice who complained to him of an
assault having been committed on her person; to adjudicate which the abolition law not
only vests ample authority in the stipendiary magistracy, but likewise makes it imperative on
them to try and determine the same.
We repudiate the line of conduct adopted in this instance, and present the same as a very

great nuisance ; one which if not promptly and effectually abated must, of necessity, become
exceedingly onerous to the inhabitants of this island.
We regard it as an infringement on the rights of individuals, and as an inroad on the

liberty of the subject.
It trenches on the rights of individuals, inasmuch as it deprives persons of their legal

benefit in the services of the apprentices, whilst, on various pretences, they are summoned to
attend the Grand Court, and it is an inroad on the liberty of the subject, by confining such
persons unnecessarily in gaol as Crown witnesses.

(signed) Alexander Bravo, Cum Sociis.
 

(No. 3.)

Extract of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq., Colonial Secretary, to his Honour the
Chief Justice, dated the King’s House, 4th July 1836.

I am directed by his Excellency, the Governor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
conveying the presentment of the grand jury at the late Supreme Court, and expressing the
concurrence of all the judges in the views contained therein.

His Excellency wishes it to be conveyed to you, that the nuisance complained of by the
grand jury does not, in his opinion, afford just grounds for that charge. There are many
cases of assault of so grievous a nature that the special justice has not a sufficiently extensive
jurisdiction adequately to punish them. The course, in such case, naturally and properly to
be pursued is, to commit for trial. It is stated that following such a course is an infringement
on the rights of individuals. With the respect his Excellency feels, and justly feels, for the
high body who have made this remark, he cannot think that a reference to the highest
tribunal ofjustice in the island for the redress of a grievance of an extent beyond the juris-
diction of an inferior one, can be looked upon in any other light than a greater caution to
prevent any such infrmgement being made with impunity ; the whole force, however, of this
argument depends upon the facts ofthe case so referred, as there is no doubt that a vexatious
abuse of that course may probably occur. His Excellency has called on the clerk of the
Crown for particulars of the case alluded to.
 

(No. 4.)
Jamaica, ss. Middlesex.

The jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, present, that Frederick MacClaggan,
late of the parish of St. Thomas in the Vale, in the county of Middlesex, in the said island,
yeoman, on the 2d day of June, in the sixth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord

illiam IV., with force and arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, in and
upon one Sarah James, in the peace of God and our Lord the King then and there
being, did make an assault, and her, the said Sarah James, then and there did beat, wound
and ull treat; and that the said Frederick MacClaggan, with both his hands, then and there
violently cast, flung and threw the said Sarah James to, upon and against a certain barbicue
there situate, and her the said Sarah James in and upon the head,neck, breast, sides, back and
other parts of her body with both the feet of him, the said Frederick MacClaggan then and
there violently and grievously did kick, strike and beat, giving to the said Sarah James,
then and there, as well by such flinging, casting and throwing of her the said Sarah James
as also by such kicking, striking and beating of the said Sarah James as aforesaid, in and
upon the head, neck, breast, sides, back and other parts of the body of her the said Sarah
James, divers bruises, hurts and wounds, so that her life was greatly despaired of, and other
wrongs to the said Sarah James then and there did, to the great damage of the said Sarah
James and against the peace of our Lord the King, his Crown and di nity. And the jurors
aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further present that the said Frederick MacClaggan,
on the 2d day of June, in the year aforesaid, at the said parish of St. Thomas in the Vale, in
the county of Middlesex and island aforesaid, in and upon one Sarah James, in the peaceof

0  



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 135

God and our Lord the King then and there being, did make another assault, and her the
said Sarah James then and there did beat, wound and ill treat, and other wrongs to the said
Sarah James then and there did, to the great damage of the said Sarah James, and against
the peace of our Lord the King, his Crown and dignity.
Appeared in court, and pleaded “ Guilty.”

Molyneux Hyde Nepean, Clerk of the Crown.
 

(No. 5.)

Jamaica, ss. St. Thomas in the Vale.

Sarah James, an apprentice attached to Recess Coffee Plantation, in the parish aforesaid,
being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that on Thursday last (the 2d of June) she was in
the kitchen, ironing clothes, about four o’clock in the afternoon, when Frederick MacClaggan,
a free brown man, who is in the service of my master, Mr. Gyles, and overlooks the property,
came into the kitchen and said to me, ‘“ I am going to give you two suits of clothes to wash
for me.” Deponent answered she would wash them with all pleasure, but that she was not
able. “Iam troubled with my stomach.” He said to me, “ You are obliged to wash my
clothes ;” I told him “ I am not obliged to wash them, and I won’t wash them, because you
have got a sweetheart upon the property.” He said to me, “ Don’t give me any of your
jaw, woman.” I answered, “ Jar hold water.” Immediately he got off a table, on which
he was sitting, and, with his double fists, hit me a violent blow, first on the left cheek, which
made me stagger, and then he hit mea severe blow on the right cheek, which made me
stagger back. I then came out of the kitchen for the purpose of going up stairs to my
master to claim his protection. As I was leaving the kitchen door, he gave me a blow on
the back of my head with his fist. As I was going along the barbicue, this man, Frederick,
followed me, and gave me a most severe blow on the left side of my face, and a second one
immediately on the back of my head, and made a kick at me. I fell down on the barbicue
quite insensible. After a little while I camealittle to myself, and I saw everything about
me turning round. After a little 1 got up and went up stairs to master. I saw that Frede-
rick had gone back in the kitchen. I tell master, who was in the long hall, “ Master, you
see how Frederick ill treat me.” Master did not give me any answer, only that he was my
son-in-law. Ithen went to my mistress, Mrs. Mary Gyles, in the nursery. Mistress asked
me, “ What your master say to you?” Me say master only tell me, “ He is my son-in-law.”
Mistress said, “‘ Frederick, you are very wrong.” I then was going down the steps. Just
as I got out upon the barbicues, Frederick, who was then in the kitchen, caught upa stick
and ran after me. I then ran up stairs to mistress in the nursery. Frederick ran after me
up stairs into the nursery. Seemg him coming, I ran and fell down close by mistress for
protection, Frederick came up and gave me a severe blow on my head. Mistress said to
him, “ You are very wrong,Frederick 3 you should not do it.” Frederick then went down
stairs and went into the kitchen. I got up and went down the steps, and sat down between
the barbicues and the steps. Frederick then threatened me from the kitchen, that if I came
out of doors that night, he would be the death of me, he would murder me; he did not care
for the consequences. Frederick afterwards went away to his house; and deponent saith
that Betty Amos, an apprentice belonging to Recess, saw all that took place in the kitchen
and on the barbicues; and that Eve, alias Rebecca Moulton, an apprentice also attached to
Recess Plantation, was with others in the nursery, and saw all that passed there. And
deponent saith that her master, to her hearing, never spoke to Frederick about his conduct.
And deponent further saith, that she is under very great fear that the said Frederick
MacClaggan will continue to ill use her; that he has threatened to do so; and that since
she has received the beating from the said Frederick MacClaggan, she has felt herself very
unwell ; that all the teeth in her head shake from the severe blows ; that she feels very bad
about her head; and she blames Frederick for feeling so badly. h

er
Sally + James.

mark,
Sworn before me, the same having been carefully read over to and explained to the

deponent previously, this 5th day of June, 1836.
(signed) Jas. Harris.

 

—No. 544,—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord
Glenelg, dated The King’s House, Jamaica, 28th October 1836.

“ Herewitu I have the honour to lay before your Lordship the copy of a
letter from the Chief Justice, enclosing a presentment of the grand jury for the
county of Middlesex.
“2, The court at which the Chief Justice presided, as your Lordship will

perceive, appear to have generally concurred in the several matters com-
plained of.
“3. It can hardly be necessary for me to assure your Lordship that every

Suggestion therein made referable to the executive will be carefully attended to.
rue ac
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“4. I do not concur with the presentment in regard to the state of crime; J
question the fact of its increase; but whatever it amounts to is to be traced to
the deplorably neglected state of the moral and religious condition of the
negtoes, in which essential means of restraint I consider them a full century
behind the Windward Islands,
5. Another cause of crime is, every estate having got rid in various ways,

by purchase or free gift of freedom, of as many of the most violent and bad
characters as they could; these men, let loose upon society, riot in crimes
almost with impunity; such is the defective state of the laws, and their
inefficient administration.

“6. In regard to the novel case of Mr. Special Justice Baynes being returned
a nuisance, I beg to enclose a copy ofaletter and affidavit which that gentleman
has sent me in consequence.
“7. In regard to the charge against Dr. Palmer, another special justice, that

gentleman having been called upon to explain the conduct complained of, his
explanation is enclosed.
“8, Mr. Berry, who was foreman of the inquest and also custos of Man-

chester, and is considered a temperate sensible man, and a general supporter
of the measures of government, first transmitted to me the accusatory letter:
against Dr. Palmer, which, however, I refused to act on, for the reasons stated
in my reply. ,

“9. Istrongly urged Mr. Berry not to bring the subject before the grand
jury till inquiry was made into the facts; but the moment it appeared before
the public, 1 was then compelled to call on Dr. Palmer for his explanation.”

 

Enclosures in No. 544.

(No. 1.)

LETTER from J. Rowe, Chief Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq., dated 15th October 1836..
Sir, 15th October 1836.

I nave the honour to enclose to you a presentment made by the grand jury of this.
county, which you will be pleased to lay before his Excellency.
The court fully concur in the observations made respecting the alterations in thegaol,

and hope that his Excellency will call the attention of the magistrates to the subject.
I explained to the grand jury that as many prisoners were in the gaols under’ sentence

of transportation, not from any disinclination to carry into effect their sentences, but from
the difficulty hitherto experienced of procuring ships to take them to England, we hope that
his Excellency will call the attention of the commissioners of accounts to this subject, that
tenders may be advertised for.
We also hope that his Excellency will point out to the different custodes the necessity

which there exists of trying many of the cases which are sent to the Supreme Courts in
the quarter sessions, by which justice will be more speedy, and expense and inconvenience
saved to the public, as well as to prosecutors and witnesses.
On the subject of the special magistrates the court expressed their extreme regret that

circumstances should have come under the notice of the grand jury to call for the obser-
vations they have made, but assured them that every consideration would be paid to their
representations.

I have the honour to be, &c.
C. H. Darling, Esq. (signed) J. Rowe, Chief Justice.

 

Jamaica, ss.

PRESENTMENT of the GRanp Inquzstofthe County of Middlesex, October 1836.
May it please your Honours,

We, the grand jury, have given every consideration to the charge your Honours addressed’
to us previous to our entering upon the important subjects committed to our care, and for
which we thank your Honours.
We feel bound unhesitatingly to admit with your Honours that the state of the calendar

but too fully indicates that crime in this county is increasing to an alarming extent, which,
if not timely checked, may lead to the subversion of all order and to the defiance of all
authority. Even during the sitting of the present grand court in this town, attempts have
been made to obstruct the police in the execution of their duty when seizing offenders with
property unlawfully acquired. .

In investigating the causes which have led to this depravity we arrive at the conclusion
that it is in no small degree encouraged from the security and exemption from punishment
by which it is supposed it can be perpetrated; and this opinion is confirmed to delinquents-

by-  
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by the circumstanceofso many instances occurring where punishment is delayed to so remote
a period after conviction as to hold out to them the hope that they will ultimately be par-
doned. In some cases where the sentence of death has been months ago commuted to
transportation, even the milder sentence remains unexecuted.
The number of criminals upon whom sentence has not been carried into execution in this

town and Kingston, living at great expense to the country, amounts to 28.
Another fruitful source of the number of criminals and of the atrocity of crime has been

the almost indiscriminate extension of mercy to a number of convicts of the most hardened
and abandoned character, who have been turned loose upon the community. These persons,
instead of appreciating this clemency on the part of the executive, and returning to habits of
honest industry, have, in almost every instance, as partly shown by the present calendar,
resumed their former malpractices with increased turpitude. These, we humbly submit,
should have been sent out of the country, distant from the place of their degradation. {t
were then, we conceive, more likely that they would have reformed, and certainly this com-
munity would have been freed from their baneful influence and example. Fully convinced
as we are that a prompt and decisive administration of the law, by speedily punishing the
commission of crime, and thereby vindicating justice, would deter from the perpetration of
offences, we cannot refrain from expressing a hope that the powers of the local courts may
be extended, or that district courts may be established, in order that offences now sent to
the superior courts, occasioning thereby delay, expense, and inconvenience, may be disposed
of and summarily punished, for there is great reason to apprehend that unless predatory
practices are subdued we must abandon the hope that amajority of the apprentices, after
they have served the probationary period of the apprenticeship, will resort to that voluntary
labour and effective industry so essentially necessary to the prosperity of the country. And
when capital convictions take place, we are of opinion it wouid have a salutary effect if the
sentence were carried into execution on the spot where the crime was committed.
The crime of rape, the most appalling to civilized society, and until recently of rare occur-

rence here, is well worthy the consideration of our legislature ; and we trust that during the
ensuing sessions of Assembly measures will be taken to afford this colony the advantages of
the new law in England relating to that offence.
While we willingly admit that there are many honourable exceptions, we cannot avoid

attributing considerable blame to some of the stipendiary magistrates for the maladministra-
tion of the law, thereby unhinging the minds of our peasantry, and indirectly encouraging
crime. To such conduct do we ascribe the acts of insubordination that have been committed
in some parts of the island, more especially in St. Thomas inthe Vale. We cannot better
substantiate this than by contrasting it with those quiet districts where the special magis-
trates have not by obtruding their injudicious opinions, stirred up strife and raised animo-
sities between the apprentices and their managers ; where they have dealt out even-handed
justice to all by making the law their guide; and when they have perceived any ebullition
of feeling evincing itself, they have resorted to conciliatory measures, the latter admitted by
us all to be the best calculated to secure a good understanding, and the most likely to pre-
ferve the peace and harmony of the country, by the means most congenial to our own
eelings.
We, thegrand inquest, have inspected the county gaol, and have found it in a clean and

orderly condition, but recommend that a chevaux-de-frize be placed in the north-west corner,
extending 100 feet on each side from the angle, as persons have escaped there. We further:
recommend, in consequence of the great number of crown witnesses, for whom there is no
accommodation without placing them in the criminal side, that one of the buildings, at pre-
sent used for debtors, should be raised, and the additional story appropriated for their ac-
commodation, and the lower part reserved for the crown witnesses. .
_ We think it also necessary to say, that the roads throughout the county over which the
jurors and others have recently travelled are in a very bad state. From the late rains this
may in some degree be accounted for, but we still think there is great neglect, particularly
near the town, in not repairing them properly. We hope the legislature when it meets will
endeavour to improve our road legislation, as it seems they are becoming worse, although
there is an enormous tax annually raised, which, if judiciously applied, ought to keep them
in a much better state. . .
We had resolved to limit our presentment to the foregoing remarks, but circumstances

have since come to our knowledge which we cannot reconcile to our consciences to pass
over in silence. We have ascertained, from evidence which has been broughtbefore us, that

Mr. Special Justice Baynes of St. John’s has instigated negroes to complain of the quantity of
food allowed them in the St. John’s workhouse, which those negroes have since avowed them-
Selves in our presence to have been previously perfectly satisfied with. We submit that if
culprits in any similar establishment in any part of the world had been so tampered with,
they would find or invent grievances against those placed in authority over them. We are of
opinion that the magistracy of St. John’s have been, in this instance, unjustly slandered ; that
the said special magistrate has been using the cloak of his authority to avenge his private griev-
ances ; and we present such conduct as a general nuisance. .
_ Our foreman, in his capacity as custos of Manchester, has receiveda letter from a magistrate

in that parish, informing him, upon unquestionable authority, that at a party of stipendiary
magistrates Mr. Special Justice Palmer had boasted that his district was in a state of the
highest excitement, and taken credit to himself for its being so. We ask your Honours if it is
strange that crime should be on the increase among the apprentices when their feelings and
Passions are thus worked upon, thus wound up to the pitch that leads them to despise the
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laws, when those very magistrates that are appointed by the Crown to preserve peace and
check any disposition to disturbance are using the language and acting in the spirit of seditious
agitators, and openly avowing it; and we implore yourHonours, as a duty you owe to the
country you live in and the community over which you so worthily preside, to use the influence
in the proper quarter which your high station and talents confer upon you, to put a stop to con-
duct which is a reproach to the government that permits it, and which must have its natural
consequence, the effect of greatly injuring the cultivation of the island in the meantime, and
of raising a spirit of strife between the proprietors and the apprentices which will ruin it
when the apprenticeship ceases. If our language should be thought strong, we entreat your
Honours to remember that the prosperity of our country is at stake,—that the avowedobject
of the British government in enacting the apprenticeship system was to give time forangry
feelings to subside,—that we are most anxious to avail ourselves of this time for that purpose,
and that our object is defeated by some of the very men who ought most effectually to assist
us in it, who have ceased to be impartial judges, and have become political partisans.

(signed) C. P. Berry, Foreman.

 

No. 2.

LETTER from £. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H.Darling, Esq., dated
17th October 1836.

Sir, Spanish Town, 17th October 1836.
I wave the honour to enclose an Affidavit to be laid before his Excellency, whom I

humbly request to forward the same to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, formy
exculpation from the odious and unjust imputation cast upon me by the presentment of
the late grand jury.

I have the honour to be, &c.
C. H. Darling, Esq. (signed) Ed. Dacres Baynes.

P.S.—A certificate from Sub-inspector Dunne accompanies the affidavit.

 

i (Copy.)
Jamaica, ss.

PERSONALLY appeared before me Edward Dacres Baynes, a justice of the peace for the
precinct of St. Catherine, and a special magistrate, who maketh oath andsaith, that he
ath been most falsely and unjustly presented by the grand inquest for the county of

Middlesex as having tampered with certain witnesses for the Crown in the cases Rex
versus Loane, Chapman and Thomas, from motives of personal resentment; the whole
of which allegation deponent sweareth, so help him doa, is utterly false and untrue.
Deponent hath never had any private conversation whatever either with the said or any
other witnesses in the matter. Deponent further saith, that when he took the depositions
of the parties signified, another special justice, Thomas St. John Bedford, sat with him,
took part in the proceedings, and did not leave the room except with deponent. Sub-
inspectors Adams and Dunne, of the police force, were also there, a certificate from the
latter of whom deponent sendeth herewith, and will by next packet forward affidavits,
when he shall have seen the parties.

Deponent further saith, that even were most of the allegations set forth in saidpresent-
ment true, which they are not, they would in no manner amount to tampering with the
witnesses. Deponent made and was making these very inquiries by the express com-
mand of his Excellency the late Governor, who directed him to take depositions as to all
the irregularities committed in the St. John’s house of correction, and to forward the
same to his Excellency, which orders it was deponent’s duty tocomply with; moreover,
both as a local and a special justice of the peace, deponent was and is bound to inquire
into the treatment and usage of the prisoners confined in the house of correction, as
well as regards their food as other particulars, and his failing to do so would very pro-
perly subject him to punishment for grossly neglecting his duty.
The certificate of Sub-inspector Dunne, deponent trusteth, will fully exonerate him from

the odious, false, and scandalously unjust charge made in the presentment of the grand
Jury, whose unfounded assumption of facts is manifested in their rash and prejudiced
imputation of the proceedings of deponent to motives of personal resentment, which did
not and could not possibly come under the cognizance of the said jury, nor be grounded on
the evidence of any of the witnesses brought before them, who are all perfect strangers to
deponent, and with whom deponent never had any other than official communications, and
in the presence of several other persons.

Deponent further sweareth, that he attributeth this hostility on the part of the grand
jury to his activity in bringing to light, and to his exertions (unhappily rendered nugatory,
for the present, by the said grand jury having, as deponent hath shown in affidavits
delivered to his Excellency the Governor, contrary to the weight of evidence submitted to
them, ignored the indictments against the parties,) to bring to justice the seniormagistrate

or,
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of the parish of St. John, Mr. W. Loane, and his abettors in the many revolting cruelties
by them practised in the house ofcorrection of the said parish.

(signed) E. D. Baynes, Special Justice.

Sworn before me, the 17th October 1836, at Jago de la Vega,
in the parish of St. Catherine.

(signed) William Thomas March,
: Justice of Peace for St. Catherine.

I, the undersigned, certify, that on the 4th day of July last Mr. Special Justice Baynes
came to this police station, by requisition of the inspector general, for the purpose of attend-
ing a police court, accompanied by Mr. Bedford, another special justice. The police
court being deferred, Mr. Baynes desired that two apprentices, named Robert Bendon
Valentine and Letitia (both belonging to the property on which the station house is
situated) be brought before him for examination.

I further certify, that neither of the special justices left the court during the time of
examination, nor did they endeavuur to elicit more from the above-named apprentices than
what they voluntarily gave on oath regarding the treatment they received in the house of
correction, both testifymg positively that they received four heads of corn and a small
iece of shad on a Friday morning, which was the “ne plus ultra” ofshare each for subsistence

until the Monday evening following.
(signed) James Dunne,

St. John’s Police Station, Sub-Inspector of Police.
16th October 1836.

 

(No. 3.)

LETTER from A. LZ. Palmer, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq., dated
25th October 1836.

Sir, St. Thomas in the Vale, 25th October 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 17th instant,

(No. 149,) covering copy of a letter of a Mr. Davy to Mr. Berry, the custos of Manchester,
and forwarded to his Excellency by the latter gentleman, in his capacity of foreman of the
grand inquest at the late session of the Supreme Court.

It appears to me somewhat singular that my position in the colony should be deemed of
sufficient importance to render it necessary that any idle report of words attributed to me
should be made the subject of grave representation to the executive, particularly from so
distant a part of the island as the parish of Manchester, and by persons with whom [ have
not the remotest connection or any sort of acquaintance.

Ifso trivial an incident as this is thrust forward for the purpose of eking out a generat
charge against my principles, it only shows how frail and unsound must be that cause which
is driven to such remote and indirect resources for its support.

It is my duty, however, to make the required explanation :—
I have an indistinct recollection of the circumstance alluded to; it occurred, I believe, so

long ago as the 23d of August, on the occasion of the special justices assembling in King-
ston, for the purpose of voting an address to the Marquis of Sligo.
At the meeting, while standing in the balcony, a group of gentlemen, of whom Mr.

Pringle might have been one, were in conversation; and some of them were speaking in
terms of self gratulation of the quiescent state of their respective districts. I, having
reason to believe that some of them deserved but little credit for the boasted state of
quietude, observed, in a half jeering manner, and in a tone ofgood-humoured irony, “Well,
gentlemen, you may boast of the quietness of your districts, but J can boast that no dis-
trict in the island is in such a delightful state of excitement as mine ;” and, if I semember
tightly, I went on to speak sneeringly of a furious tirade which had appeared in that morn-
ing’s paper against me on that subject; and I spoke also of some threats ofpersonal
violence which had been held out against me by persons in the parish; and, if I mistake
not, Mr. Ramsay, in ® similar tone, offered me the loan of a brace of pistols to defend
myself,
Mr. Pringle is represented to have “left the table in disgust.”
Mr. Pringle’s virtuous indignation, even had it been exhibited, which it was not, would

have been somewhat out of place; no one present could possibly have misunderstood the
application of the word “ excitement,” and that it referred solely to the feelings of irritation
and annoyance on the part of the planters towards me, and not in the remotest degree to
any excitement amongst the apprentices, which, in point of fact, had no existence.

uch is a plain statement of the affair, so far as my memory bears me out, and I must
leave it to m opponents to exert their ingenuity in torturing my words so as to beara
seditious tendency.

If Mr. Pringle made it a practice of speaking disparagingly of me amongst the planters,
T have no doubt that he at least will soon secure a large share of popular favour; and if his
popularity be drawn from no other source, I shall be well content to remain the permanent
Sacrifice,
With regard to the ptesentment of the grand jury, in the latter part of which I am

honoured with such especial notice, I have no hesitation in avowing that the expressioaof
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such sentiments has made not the slightest impression on my mind. Under ordinary
circumstances a presentment of such a character might have been painful and distressing
to my feelings; but in the present state of public morals, when party spirit runs riot, when
all the better feelings are absorbed in the vortex of intemperate passion, and even the most
sacred duties sacrificed to the purpose of political faction, we must expect that he who rung
counter to the stream will be marked out as a victim for persecution. But so long ag
I have the consolation of an approving conscience, void of offence, and so long as I can
retain the confidence of His Majesty’s Government by the faithful and fearless, but at the
same time prudent and cautious, discharge of the duties of my office, I shall feel quite
indifferent to any language of censure that may be levelled at me by a body of men
composed of such materials as was the late grand inquest of this county.

In looking over the document referred to, I find a mass ofgratuitous assumptions,
unsupported by reference to a single fact; it is a tissue of mere idle declamation, a bold
attempt to impose on public credulity and create alarm, both here and elsewhere; and
though I am persuaded it is done with a covert design of obstructing the advancement of
social reform in the condition of our apprentice population, the whole scope of the
planters’ policy at the present moment embraces this object :—Let them, by the incessant
repetition of their watchword, “ insubordination and rebellion,” succeed in raising a general
panic, and they effectually stifle all inquiry into abuses, they scare the upright magistrate
from the honest performance of his duty, and thus retain in their own hands that measure
of power which has been and still is so flagitiously abused, and which it was the direct
object of the British Parliament to restrain within fixed and clearly defined limits.

It would have been well if the grand jury, in charging on me any share in the production
of the alleged “ increase of crime,” had shown by reference to some known circumstance
that crime in this parish has increased; they should have shown that disturbance does
prevail, that the passions of the labouring class are worked upon, and that they do despise
the laws.

It was surely incumbent on those gentlemen to afford some data for their solemn denun-
ciations on points of such importance.

I beg leave once more to impress upon his Excellency’s mind, in the most emphatic man-
ner, that the vague rumours afloat for some time past of disorder prevailing amongst the
apprentices of this district are utterly void of foundation; there is no disturbance whatever,
nor any tendency thereto; even when goaded on by every species of provocation and injury,
the people continue in the faithful and efficient performance of their legal obligations to
their masters.

I consider that the special magistrates have some reason to complain of the very marked
and peculiar tone of the chief justice’s reply to the presentment of the grand jury. I
respectfully submit that his Honour has too palpably adopted the unsupported and indeed
groundless assumptions contained in the address, and that in adopting those premises he
as been led to indulge ina train of reflections which, in effect, convey so strong a censure

on a portion of our body as cannot fail to be most painful and humiliating to their personal
feelings, and at the same time likely to prove most detrimental to the interests of the public
service,
The special magistrates have already quite sufficient to contend with; but if the weicht

and influence of the highest legal functionary in the island be thrown in the scale against
them, it is high time that their painful and hazardous position should be made known to
His Majesty’s Government.

In conclusion, I venture to express the hope that his Excellency the Governor will be
pleased to direct that the correspondence on this subject be transmitted to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, as I am particularly desirous that the whole of my conduct should
be fully laid open for the consideration ofHis Majesty’s Government.

T have, &c.,

(signed) A. L. Palmer, Special Justice.

 

(No. 4.)

LETTER from C. P. Berry, Esq. to Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.n., dated 13th October 1836.

May it please your Excellency, Grand Jury Room, 13 Oct. 1836.
I soup neither be doing justice to your Excellency or the country were I to delay one

moment in placing before your Excellency a copy of a letter I have this day received by
post from a gentleman of the highest respectability in Manchester.

, I have, &c.

(signed) C. P. Berry.

 

Dear Sir, Manchester, 11 October 1836.
A circumstance has been related to me which, as I hold a commission of the peace,I

think it my duty to make known to you as the head of the magistracy of this parish. It is
this:—Dr. Palmer is stated to have said at a dinner table, where were several gentlemen
holding special commissions, “Gentlemen, you talk of your districts; I am proud to say
that mine is in a greater state of excitement than any in the island, and I think I have
reason to boast of it.” This

is.
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This information was given to Mr. Grant by Mr. Pringle, special magistrate, residing at JAMAICA.
Vere, who says he heard it, and was so impressed with the impropriety of it that he left :
the table.

 

I remain, &c.

C. P. Berry, Esq. (signed) James L. Davy.

(No. 5.)

LETTER from Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., to C. P. Berry. Esq. dated 15 October 1836.

My dear Sir, The King’s House, 15 October 1836.
I wap the pleasure of receiving your letter respecting a conversation between Dr. Palmer

and other special magistrates. .
I ama great deal too proud a man to entertain any criminal accusation against any gen-

tleman originating in private conversation; no man is safe in society where such a practice
is tolerated.

If an affidavit is sent in that Dr. Palmer absolutely used such language, then the subject
could be legitimately tangible; but I could not call for it on the present ground of
complaint.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 545.—

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.s., No. 545.
dated Downing-street, 16th January 1837.

Sir, Downing-street, 16 Jan. 1837.
I nave received your despatch dated 28th October, No. 13, enclosing a

presentment from the grand jury of the county of Middlesex in Jamaica.
It does not appear to me convenient that I shquld in this place follow the

grand jury through the various subjects of their presentment, and thus blend
together in one despatch the discussion of questions between which there exists
no necessary connexion.

Other and more convenient occasions will arise for expressing my opinions on
the probable causes of the increase or apparent increase of crime in Jamaica;
on the remedy for that evil, which is to be found ina diligent attention to the
moral and religious culture of the people; on the system of transportation, as it
affects the colonies from which convicts have hitherto been sent, and still more
as it affects those in which they have hitherto been received; and on the general
eficiency of the stipendiary magistracy of Jamaica.
But while, for the present, I pass over these topics, I cannot postpone the

notice of another, which is pressed upon my attention both by the presentment of
the grand jury, and by your despatch. oo

I refer to the imputations cast by that body upon the two special justices,
Mr. Baynes and Dr. Palmer. Mr. Baynes is accused of having instigated negroes
to complain of the quantity of food allowed in the St. John’s workhouse. The
magistrate is declared a slanderer, and is denounced as having “used the cloak
of his authority to avenge his private grievances.” On the authority of a letter
addressed to the foreman, Dr. Palmer is represented as having ata social meeting
uttered certain improper expressions ; and then, assuming the truth of all that is
said by the unnamed writer of this letter, the grand jury proceed to found upon
It a very strong denunciation of the conduct of Mr. Palmer. ;

It is, I am aware, difficult or impossible to define precisely the boundaries of
the power of Grand Juries in bringing under the notice of the Court whatever
‘they may regard as a violation of the law; we can look only to usage and to the
immutable principle of justice; and I must avow the difficulty which I find to
Teconcile the proceedings on this cccasion with either. . ; .
As to usage, so far as my information extends, no grand jury in this country

has ever attempted to convert its presentments into a vehicle for impugning the
conduct of individuals either in their public capacity or in private life, except
when such charges have been relevant to the matter of some indictment to be
preferred against the parties so accused. Neither am I aware that any grand
Jury in England has ever drawn up such accusations in the controversial and re-
vroachful style employed in this presentment. Still less can I suppose that
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grand juries are accustomed to found such heavy imputations upon the mere
quotation to them, by one of their own number, of a letter received by him from
some unnamed correspondent.
As to the justice of this proceeding, it is obvious that no reputation is safe if

any body of gentlemen are at vberty thus to promulgate charges of which the
accused party has no notice, and which it is impossible for him to bring to the
test of a judicial inquiry. Messrs. Baynes and Palmer had it not in their power
to insist upon indictments being framed upon the presentments against them,
because the imputed offences, however grave, were not of an indictable nature.
Neither could they bring actions for defamation against their accusers, because
the grand jury are of course privileged against any such responsibility. Thus
these gentlemen could have no resource except in an appeal to the public journals,
a remedy to which it is scarcely reasonable that any of the King’s subjects should
be left.
Nor can I perceive any necessity for such a mode of bringing forward any

charge against a public officer. If any party had a reasonable ground of com-
plaint against a special magistrate, that complaint might without difficulty be
preferred to the Governor, by whom such an investigation could be directed as
he might think it his duty to institute, with a view to that redress which he has
in such case the power of applying.
As to the truth of the charges it is my duty to offer some observations,
Mr. Baynes ‘has adduced, in refutation of the charges affecting him, such

evidence as I am bound to declare not only satisfactory, but complete. Whether
it is possible to repel the force of his proof by any counter testimony I am of
course unable to determine; but, confining myself to the documents before me, I
must regard this gentleman as having been subjected to an imputation as un-
founded as it is serious.
With zespect to Dr. Palmer, whatever views I may entertain of his conduct as

exhibited in other parts of your correspondence, and admitting that some want
of caution was evinced by him on the occasion in question, I am constrained to
admit that he has refuted the substance of the charge made against him by the
grand jury, by showing that the words spoken by him do not require or adinit
the construction which they have received.

Yet both Mr. Baynes and Dr. Palmer remain burthened with these disgrace-
ful imputations before the public at large; nor do I know how they can be fully
relieved from the effect of thése imputations. It is however but due to them
that publicity should be: givem to the sentiments which I have felt it my duty to
address to you with reference to this: ease..

Ian, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 546, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B. to Lord Glenelg.
(Two Enclosures.)

My Lord, The King’s House, Jamaica, 28 October 1836.
I bec leave to request your Lordship’s instructions on the cases referred to in

the enclosed papers, being copies of representations from Special Justices Palmer
and Harris, and Special Justice Baynes, of the conduct of the grand jury at the
late assize court of Middlesex, in throwing out bills of indictment which were
preferred at the instance of those magistrates, notwithstanding that very strong
evidence was brought before the jury in support of the indictments.
The magistrates have since applied to the Attorney-general to proceed by ez-

officio information, but that officer has declined to do so without an express
authority from the Government. As the time which must elapse before the next
sessions of the court affords me the opportunity of referring to your Lordship’s
superior authority, I avail myself of it, in order that I may not only receive your
Lordship’s instructions with regard to the particular cases now submitted, but
that I may be favoured with your Lordship’s opinion as to the general policy of
resorting to ex-officio informations; and one circumstance should be remem-
bered in considering the question, viz. that in the present state of colonial

society -
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society it may almost be assumed asa certainty that.a verdict will not be obtained
by theCrown in cases where the bills were in the first instance ignored by the
grand jury.

I have, &e.
(signed) Lionel Smith.
 

(Enclosures in No. 546.)

(No. 1.)

REPRESENTATIONSfrom A. Z. Palmer, Esq. and James Harris, Esq. Special Justices,
dated 14th October 1836.

Sir, Spanish Town, 14 October 1836.
We deem it necessary to bring under the notice of his Excellency the Governor a circum~

stance which occurred this day.
Some time ago, whilst in the execution of our official duties, we were violently obstructed

and personally assaulted by Mr. Gyles of St. Thomas in the Vale.
The Marquis of Sligo, on the facts being laid before him, directed the Attorney-general

to institute legal proceedings against Mr. Gyles. Two bills of indictment were this day laid
before the grand inquest, and we were both examined on oath before the jury, and, being the
only witnesses examined, we are enabled to speak positively'as to the extent and bearing of
the facts on which those gentlemen grounded their decision.
Our evidence went to prove that on the 10th of August last, by the express directions of

the late Governor, we proceeded together to Recess Plantation, both to hold a court for the
adjudication of complaints between Mr. Gyles and his apprentices, and more particularly for
the purpose of inspecting the hospital and dungeon on Recess, against which serious com-
plaints had been laid before us by various apprentices; that the hospital and duageon were
represented to be one and the same place ; that it was a cellar under ground, neither floored
nor terraced, without window, without bed-place, and affording nothing but the bare ground
to sleep on, and that the place was unprovided with a privy; and futhermore, that the room
contained a place of torture, called a coffin case, together with stocks and other usual
emblems of slavery, although not in use since the 1st of August 1834.
We explained, that after adjudicating on several cases, we told Mr. Gyles that we in-

tended to inspect his hospital and dungeon ; that he immediately declared he would obstruct
us; that we then desired a person in his employ to show us the way to the place, when Mr.
Gyles said, “I will show you the place,” and forthwith led the way down to the cellars
under the dwelling-house; that on arriving at one of the cellar-doors Mr. Gyles stopped and
said, “ There, Sir, and I will not allow you to inspect my premises ;” that Dr. Palmer, who
was first, attempted to pass into the building, when Mr. Gyles in a violent manner seized
him by the breast of his coat with both his hands, and forcibly dashed him backwards, and
he fell against Mr. Harris, who was close behind ; that the shock caused Mr. Harris to stag-
ger back a pace, and when he recovered he also attempted to enter the cellar-door; that Mr.
Gyles then laid hold of him by the collar, and again laid hold of Dr. Palmer by the breast
of his coast, and violently thrust both of us back ; that the force used by Mr. Gyles was
quite sufficient, and would inevitably have laid Dr. Palmer prostrate on his back had he not
come in contact with Mr. Harris.
Such was the evidence given before the grand jury on the charge against Mr. Gyles, of

obstructing and assaulting two magistrates in the lawful execution of their duty; and on
such evidence the grand jury considered it their duty to ignore the bill. .

Another bill of indictment was at the same time preferred against John Ferrier, overseer
of Rose Hall, for obstructing Mr. Harris in the performance of his duty. .
Mr. Harris directly proved the facts of the case, and Dr. Palmer proved Mr. Ferrier’s

admission of those facts, on oath, before the commissioners of inquiry at Rodney Hall.
It was proved that a complaint was laid before Mr. Harris by a female apprentice of Rose
Hall, of having been assaulted, by one of the constables of the estate, while at work in the
field; that Mr. Harris, on his next visit to the estate, required the overseer to send for
the complainant and defendant from the field, in order that the matter might be investi-
gated ; that Ferrier not only refused to send, but expressed his determination not to allow
the parties to come; and when Mr. Harris directed one of the constables to summon the
parties before him, he, Mr. Ferrier, threatened the constable with punishment if he dared to
obey Mr. Harris’s order; that Mr. Ferrier contemptuously denied the right of Mr. Harris to
entertain the complaints of apprentices against each other, in the estate’s time,although this
was a complaint clearly ansing out of and connected with the estate’s duties. That
Mr.Harris eventually adjudicated on the complaint and convicted the defendant. .

This bill, supported by the foregoing evidence, was also thrown out by the grand juy-
uring our examination before the jury some extraordinary questions were asked, and

some extraordinary opinions were offered, by several of the jurors,all clearly showing that
those gentlemen had predetermined to decide, less on the facts laid before them than on
their peculiar and preconceived notions of the extent of a magistrate’s authority in the-
execution of his duty. . .
Wewere asked, what right had we to take with us ‘two policemen when visiting Recess?

what right had we to inspect the dungeon and hospital? We were told that Mr. Gyles was
peectly right in preventing us from inspecting any of his premises; that when he told us he
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would obstruct us, we had no right to attempt to force our way; that we had no tight todemand inspection of those places ; that if we desired information about the hospital, weshould have applied to the medical attendant. In the case of “ Rose Hall,” Mr. Harris wastold by a juror that Mr. Ferrier was perfectly right in what he did, and he hoped everyoverseer in the island would do the same; that the law gave the proprietor only 404 hours’labour, and the apprentice had no right to take any part of it to make a complaint; thatthey should take their own time; that Mr. Harris knew that the constables were sworn into obey the overseer’s orders, and he had no right to go on the property and give contraryorders to those of the overseer, and that such was setting a bad exampie of disobedience tothe apprentices.
There is another peculiar feature in this case, which we feel 1‘ necessary to point out,Mr. Gyles formed one of the grand Jury, but during our examinat.on he retired to anotherroom ; but shortly after we had given our evidence, and before the grand jury had returnedthe bills into court, Mr. Gyles, apparently as if summoned by some or other of the jurors,‘oined his colleagues in the grand-jury room, and there remained till we left the premises.On learning the fate of the bills we applied to the Attorney-general as to what further stepscould be taken to give us the fair protection of the law, and secure future respect for ourlegal authority in the execution of our Judicial functions ; and we are told that he would notfeel authorized, after the decision of the grand jury, in proceeding by criminal or ex officioinformation, unless under the direct precept of his Excellency the Governor.We therefore consider it due to ourselves personally, due to the responsible office we hold,and due to the principles ofJustice, respectfully to submit to his Excellency whether this benot a case in which the strongest powers of the law should be invoked for the purpose ofarresting the evils which are obviously involved in the questions at issue. We submit, thatif this decision of the grand jury were to be considered final, it would, in effect, giveimpunity to any and every act of lawless violence and outrage that might in future beperpetrated on the person of a special magistrate. We submit, that by the intervention o1the grand jury, we have been deprived of that fair measure of protection to which themeanest of his Majesty’s subjects is entitled, and in all ordinary cases receives.We will not advert ‘to the obvious tendency which such a decision must necessarily havein strengthening the hands of those who are opposed to the impartial administration of thelaw; but his Excellency will be enabled to appreciate the extreme difficulties with which aconscientious magistrate is surrounded in the honest performance of his duty, and willperhaps agree with us, that it would be extremely unsafe to leave persons so directlyinterested in the result as the grand jury, to define, in so arbitrary a manner, the exact extentofjurisdiction and legal authority of a special justice in the administration of an unpopularenactment.

We have, &c.

(signed) A. L. Palmer,
James Harris,

Referred to his Majesty’s Attorney-general, with a request that he will report what furthersteps he can recommend to afford Messrs. Palmer and Harris a better chance ofjustice.
By command. .

15 Oct. 1836. (signed) C. H. Darling.

}speciat Justices.

In my opinion, on these facts, an ex officio information may be filed; thus, at least, thecircumstances will be made public, and the grossly illegal conduct of the parties accused bebrought before a court and jury. At the same time I must say that, in the present excitedstated of the colony, I have but small hope of convicting the parties, even though I shouldprove all that Messrs. Palmer and Harris allege.

17 Oct. 1836. (signed)  D. O'Reilly.
 

(No. 2.)

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency Sir L. Smith, x.c.3.,
dated 17th October 1836.

Sir, Spanish Town, 17 October 1836.His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, late governor, having given directions to his Honour
the Attorney-general to prosecute Mr. W. Loane, senior magistrate of the parish of
St. John’s, Patrick Brown Thomas, supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction, andGeorge Chapman; a person employed in the same, for divers assaults, acts ofgrievous
cruelty and great oppression, such as chaining female apprentices unconvicted ofany offence,but merely detained in custody in the said house of correction as suspected runaways, bythe neck, when dangerously sick, in the hospital of the institution; detaining aprisonerbeyond the term prescribed in his sentence ; savagely beating one of them, and that on hisdiseased leg; keeping the prisoners on such insignificant and improper food as scarcelysufficient to keep them from perishing ; and beating and falsely imprisoning them; indict-
ments, drawn out from affidavits to these facts, were preferred before the grand jury, whoignored them in the teeth of an overwhelming weight of evidence present for examination.
One or more of the indictments were ignored without the grand jury taking a single depo-sition in support of it, and finally the whole thrown out ; the jury, out of 13 witnesseser the

Town,
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Crown, duly named on the back of the indictment, and all in attendance, having only
examined six; neglecting or refusing, as I have affidavits to prove, to hear the other seven.

I have in consequence applied to his honour, the Attorney-general, to file criminal infor-
mations against the parties guilty of such atrocious outrages, who, from the partiality and
neglect of the grand inquest, have hitherto remained unpunished. The Attorney-general has,
however, declined doing so without receiving your Excellency’s concurrence to that effect,
which I hereby respectfully entreat and solicit your Excellency togrant.

I have, &e.
(signed) E. Dacres Baynes, Special Justice.

cies

Witnesses for the Crown in attendance on the 13th October 1836, examined or not
examined by the grand jury on the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas.

Eleanor Lorraine - examined. John Archer - - not examined.
Ann Francis - - examined. David Henry - not examined.
Margaret Taylor - examined. Francis Lindo - not examined.
Richard Francis - examined. Robert Johnson- not examined,
Letitia - - - ~- examined. Hannah Williams not examined.
Robert B. Valentine examined. John Edwards + not examined.

John William - not examined,

 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., one of his Majesty’s justices of the
peace for the precinct of St. Catherine, Eleanor Lorraine, who maketh oath and saith, that
she was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas; that she
was examined by the grand jury, now sitting, on Thursday last, 13th October instant, and
that she deposed that on a Saturday morning, when a prisoner confined in the St. John’s
Houst of Correction—she did not recollect how long ago this happened, but said she thought
more than three months—she received only three heads of corn and one quarter of a shad
for her subsistence during the whole day; on the Sunday morning she received two heads
of com and one in the evening; she did not recollect that she got any shad on the Sunday ;
on Monday deponent said she got no provisions whatever, until about eight o’clock in the
evening, when some cocoes, which the matron, Miss Lawrence, said were 4lbs., were served
out. Deponent further saith, that she deposed in evidence before the grand jury, that she
was kept with the chain and collar on her when sick in the hospital, which were removed
by order of the special magistrate when he visited the institution; they were not put on
again for some time, until a vestry took place, when the collar was put on her again, She
also informed the grand jury that she was turned out of the hospital, when some militiamen
were brought up to the house of correction, to make room for their accommodation, not
being at the time recovered from her sickness. Deponent also said in evidence that some-
times for four, five and six days together, the prisoners in the St. John’s house of correction
got no salt provisions whatever.

her
(signed) § Eleanor + Lorraine.

mark.
Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836.

(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of the Peace.

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace
for the precinct of St. Catherine, Ann Francis, who maketh oath and saith, that she was
a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas; that she was
examined before the grand jury on Thursday, 18th October instant, and that she deposed
before it that she was chained and hadacollar put on her when a prisoner in the house of
correction; that the special magistrate ordered the chain and collar to be removed ; about
a week afterwards Dr. Loane came with some other gentlemen, and ordered them to be put
on again, which was done, and she was kept so chained until she was dischar; ed. De-
ponent sayeth further, that she told the grand jury that she was worked out of the institu-
tion, at Mr. Bell’s, carrying shingles, also at Mr. Nash’s, picking pimento. Whilst in the
house of correction, more than three months ago, she received on a Friday morning for her
daily allowance three heads of corn, with a quarter of a shad; on Saturday evening she
got for that day’s allowance three heads of corn, with the same quantity of shad; on Sun-
day morning two heads of corn, and in the evening one head. Deponent further informed
the grand jury that for three weeks, whilst working out at Mr. Bell’s, she got no salt pro-
visions at all, except only one day, when Mr. Bell gave four shads amongst eight people.
She also deposed that one day when at Mr. Nash’s she had a quart of served out
to her, but could get neither fire nor water to cook it, so could not eat it. b

er
(signed) Ann + Francis.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

521. Personally
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Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace
for the precinct of St. Catherine, Margaret Taylor, who maketh oath’ and saith, that she
was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and that
she was examined before the grand jury on Thursday, 13th October instant, and that she
was asked by them how long she had the chains on her; she told them that she had no
chain or collar put on her until Dr. Loane ordered them to be put on her. The grand jury
did not make any other questions. bh

er
(signed) Margaret 4- Taylor.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices of the
ace for the precinct of St. Catherine, Richard Francis, apprenticed labourer on Belmont

Estate, St. John’s, and late a prisoner in the St. John’s house of correction, who maketh
oath and saith, that he was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex ». Loane, Chapman
and Thomas; he was examined before the grand jury on Thursday, 13th October, and that
he deposed before them that he was a prisoner in the St. John’s house of correction, and
that having a sore foot he was unable to dance on the treadmill, on which Mr. Chapman
took a cat and beat him severely with it on the sore foot, in consequence of which the foot
got worse. On his showing it to the doctor, he gave orders that deponent should not be
put any more on the treadwheel, and that the chain should be taken off. Deponent further
said that his foot had been worse ever since. Deponent said nothing further before the
rand jury.g jury; his

(signed) Richard + Francis.
mark,

Sworn before me this 15th October 1836.
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., justice of the peace for the precinct
of St. Catherine, Letitia, an apprenticed labourer to William B. Valentine, who, not being a
Christian, but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth, saith, that she was a witness
for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and that she was examined
before the grand jury on Thursday, 13th day of October instant, and that she deposed
before them, that about three months ago, or more, she received, on a Saturday morning,three heads of corn and about a quarter of a shad for her entire subsistence during the day;
on the Sunday also that she got three heads of corn’ and the salt fish; on the Monday
nothing until three o’clock, when some cocoes were served out. She also deposed that she
was sick when in the house of correction; the collar was kept on her all the time she was
unwell, but the chain was taken off. During the time she was ill, she deposed that a doctor
never came to the house of correction. She also further deposes, that she told the grandjury that the special magistrate ordered the collar and chain to be removed from her; butDr. Loane directed them to be put on again, and they were accordingly put on again.

her
(signed) Letitia +

mark,Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, justice of the peace for the parish of Saint
Catherine, Robert Bendon Valentine, apprenticed labourer to William Bendon Valentine,
who maketh oath and saith, that he was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v.
Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and was examined before the grand jury on Thursday,
13th October instant, and that he deposed before them, that on a Friday,he did not recol-
lect how long ago, thinks about three months, he got for his day’s allowance, as a prisoner
in the St. John’s house of correction, three heads of corn only ; the same on Saturday; on
Sunday two heads of corn, and on Monday nothing at all until four o’clock in the afternoon,
when the prisoners were served with cocoes. During the whole of that time he got only
one quarter of a shad daily for salt provisions, and suffered extremely from hunger. De-posed to nothing else before the grand jury.

his
(signed) Robert Bendon + Valentine.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

Personally



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 147

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., justice of the peace for the precinct
of St. Catherine, John Archer, who maketh oath and saith, that he was a witness for the
Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and that he was not called at all
before the grand jury.

his
(signed) John + Archer.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836, mark,
(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., justice of the peace for theprecinct
of St. Catherine, David Henry, apprenticed labourer on Belmont Estate, St. John’s, who
maketh oath and saith, that he was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex ».Loane,
Chapman and. Thomas, and that he was not called or examined before the grand jury
at all.

his
(signed) David + Henry.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices of the
peace for the precinct of St. Catherine, Francis Lindo, who maketh oath and saith, that shewas a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and that
she was not called at all before the grand jury.

her
(signed) Frances + Lindo.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices of the
eace for the precinct of St. Catherine, Robert Johnson, who maketh oath and saith, that

fe was a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and
that he was not called or examined before the grand jury.

his
(signed) Robert +- Johnson.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark,
(signed) EE. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

 

Personally appeared before me Hannah Williams, apprenticed labourer, who maketh
oath and saith, that she was a witness for the Crown in the different cases Rex v.Loane,
Chapman and Thomas; she was not called at all before the grand jury.

er
(signed) Hannah + Williams.

Sworn before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark,
(signed) .D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.

 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices of thepeace for the precinct of St. Catherine, John Edwards, who maketh oath and saith, that heWas a witness for the Crown in the cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman and Thomas, and that hewas not called before the grand jury.
his

(signed) John + Edwards,Swom before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark,
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
 

Personally appeared before me, E. D. Baynes, Esq., justice of the peace for the parishof St. Catherine, John William, apprenticed labourer to Mr. Greves of Content or BahamaHall, in the Red Hills, who maketh oath and saith, that he was a witness for the Crown inthe cases Rex v. Loane, Chapman, and Thomas, and that he was not called or examined atall before the grand jury.
,, his

(signed) John + William.
Swom before me this 15th day of October 1836. mark.

(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
521. Personally
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Personally appeared before me E. D. Baynes, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace
for the precinct of St. Catherine, who maketh oath and saith, that to the best of his know-
ledge and belief, and as he is verily persuaded, the grand inquest for the county of Middle-
sex, lately sitting in the town of St. Jago de la Vega, have acted mostpartially and un-
justly in having, without proper regard to the weight of evidence submitted to them, on the
13th day of October instant, in the cases Rex v. Loane and Thomas, Rex v. Loane and
Thomas, Rex v. P. B. Thomas, Rex v. P. B. Thomas, Rex v. P. P. Thomas, and Rex
e. George Chapman, thrown out and ignored the indictments sent into them in said
eases; also, as he is verily persuaded, in throwing out one or more of the aforesaid
bills without taking a single deposition or examining any witnesses as to the matter
eharged in the indictment; and again, as deponent verily believeth, in examining
six only of the 13 witnesses in attendance in su port of said indictments, and neglect-
ing or refusing to hear the other seven; all being to the grievous wrong and. injustice
of the unhappy apprentices who have suffered so many cruel injuries in the St. John’s
house of correction, and have thus been deprived of redress.

(signed) E. D. Baynes, Justice of Peace.
Sworn before me this 17th day of October 1836.

(signed) Richard Hill, Justice of Peace.

 

—No. 547.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3.,
dated 13th January 1837.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 January 1837.
I wave received your despatch of the 28th October, No. 15, on the subject of

the rejection by the grand jury of the county of Middlesex, in the Island of
Jamaica, of certain bills of indictment sent up to them at the instance of three of
the special magistrates of the island, and I have to return the following answer
to the general question which you have proposed for my decision in that
despatch.
A grand jury is a body acting in secret, and exempt from all responsibility

to any human authority; for which reason, as I conceive, it is that the law andconstitution authorize the King’s Attorney-general to exhibit informations, erofficio, in cases of misdemeanor, whenever there may be reason to supposethat the grand jury are accessible to any sinister influence. In the cases towhich your despatch refers it appears to me impossible, upon the documentswhich you have transmitted, to doubt that there was such evidence as ought tohave induced the grand jury to place the accused parties upon their trial. Thosedocuments may of course be imperfect and fallacious. I therefore-do not ven-ture to found any positive opinion upon them. I limit myself to the instructionthat you should call upon the Attorney-general to report to you, in reference to
each case, whether he thinks the evidence is such as ought to induce a convic-tion. In any case in which he shall return an affirmative answer to that ques-tion you will direct him to exhibit a criminal information. You observe, indeed,that “in the present state of colonial society it may almost be assumed as a cer-tainty that a verdict will not be obtained for the Crown in cases where the billswere in the first instance ignored by the grand jury.” If compelled to adoptthis unfavourable opinion of the petit Juries of Jamaica, I should find in thatcircumstance a motive, not against, but in favour of the course which I proposeto adopt; because the only prospect of obtaining justice would consist in givingto the denial of it such publicity as would either prevent the recurrence of theabuse, or justify the adoption of such measures as so extraordinary an exigency
‘would demand.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
 

—No. 548. -—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir LZ. Smith, x.c.3.,
dated Downing-street, 6th February 1837.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 Feb. 1837.
I nave received a letter from Mr. E. D. Baynes, dated the 4th December,

enclosing another dated the 21st November, in which he vindicates himselfagainst the aspersions thrown on him by the grand inquest of Middlesex, and
appeals .
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-appeals to a variety of documents, therewith transmitted, in proof of what he
asserts.

I learn by an extract which Mr. Baynes quotes from a letter addressed to him
by your secretary on the 23d of November, that these enclosures were commu-
nicated to you for transmission to me, but that you refused to transmit them. I
cannot but regret this decision. I acknowledge the duty incumbent on me, of
bringing under his Majesty’s notice every complaint for the redress of any real
or supposed grievance which any of the King’s subjects may be desirous to pre-
fer. In directing that the Governor should be the channel of such communi-
cation it was never intended to abridge this right of the King’s subjects, but the
reverse. The single motive of that general instruction was to expedite the
decision of all such questions, by preventing the delay incident to the reference
of them back to the colony in which they originated, for the Governor’s re-
port. It must be understood that the Governor has no discretion to exercise
respecting the transmission of any petition, memorial, or letter placed in his
hands for that purpose. In the present case the grounds of the refusal appear to
me to have been inadequate. The fact of the case having been already commu-
nicated to me ina brief and imperfect form could afford no reason why the sup-
plementary information tendered by the magistrate should be suppressed. The
fact that the magistrate had in the strongest terms publicly contradicted the
severe and injurious imputations of the grand jury could be no reason why he
was to be prevented from sending to his Majesty’s Government the proofs which
he has collected of his own innocence. You appear to have acted under the im-
pression that the depositions transmitted in your despatch, No. 15, of the 28th
October, contained in themselves as much proof as was necessary of the injustice
of those imputations. But though it be true that those depositions were enough
of themselves to satisfy me that Mr. Baynes’s character had been unjustly
assailed, they bear only indirectly and partially on his case, and do not by any
means contain all that he has to say in his justification. The documents en-
closed in his letter, with one or two exceptions, are now submitted to me for the
first time; they are calculated to meet the charges which have been made
against him in every point, and fully to justify the language of his affidavit.

I have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosures in No. 548.

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to Lord Glenelg, dated 4th
December 1836,

My Lord,. St. John’s, Jamaica, 4th December 1836._ Tue accompanying statement and documents were submitted to his Excellenc theheutenant-governor, for the purpose of being forwarded to your Lordship; but his Excellency
having, for the reasons given in the subjoined extract of a letter from Mr. Darling, declinedtransmitting the same to your Lordship, I am under the necessity of sending them direct
myself, it being impossible that your Lordship should be able to collect from the very im-
perfect and insufficient account yet sent home full and satisfactory information respecting the
matter, and especially of that part which regards the intemperate and unjustifiable attackmade on me in my capacity of special justice by the grand inquest of the country, in theirpresentment to the judges of the supreme court ofjudicature. The following is the extract
of the letter from Mr. Darling, dated 28d November 1836.
“You are perfectly aware that your case, in having had your bill thrown out and severe

Teflections cast on you by the grand jury of Middlesex, has been sent home to the Secretary
of State, to know whether hisLordship approved of your prosecuting ex officio, and would
provide for the expense, or what other course he would. advise.
“ His Excellency must decline forwarding your further appeal to Lord Glenelg on the

subject enclosed in your letter of the 21st mst. to Mr. Hill, not only because it has been
already acted on, but because you thought proper to address a letter yourself, through the
public prints of the island, direct to the foreman and grand jury.
“On these grounds his Excellency declines forwarding any further representation of yourcase with the grand jury; and yourletter to Lord Glenelg is therefore returned herewith.”
With reference to the foregoing extract I beg your Lordship’s permission to remark that no

defence or exculpatory statement whatever on my part, against the odious imputations of
the grand Jury, has gone home. JIhave in fact sent nothing but a mere affidavit, containing
4 general denial of the charges advanced against me. I had not at the moment, believing
the mail about to be made up, time to take any further step in my justification. Surelythen I should not be debarred from making use of the facts by which alone thematter set
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forth in the affidavit can be explained or even understood. The affidavit is a simple asser
tion, of which the present documents contain the substance and the proof.

Your Lordship will observe that the other ground on which his Excellency declines for.
warding the papers in question, is my having addresseda letter on the subject, through the
public prints, to the foreman and members of the grand jury. I entreat your Lordship to
recollect the virulent and disgraceful aspersions thrown on me by these gentlemen ; that
they have designated me as an instigator of groundless complaints, as a tamperer with eyi-
dence, as a slanderer, and as a general nuisance; and all this without so much as a shadow
of proof. Would not these very gentlemen have triumphantly construed my silence into an
admission ofthe truth of their charges? and would not the whole island have been justified in
holding as proved what was not so much as denied? I cannot perceive how my publiclyrepel-
ling afoul charge, publicly brought against me, can affect the merits of the case when sub-
mitted to the higher authorities; not, it must be observed, with a view of obtaining any
Teparation or satisfaction from the offending parties,—for that circumstances put entirely out
of the question,—but solely for the purpose of clearing my character, and Justifying my
conduct in the eyes of those superiors. The body which inflicted this cruel wrong ‘on me ig
no longer in existence; they have returned into the stream of society from which they were
only temporarily segregated; nor can they be now made to answer individually for any
errors they may have committed in their corporate capacity. Neither his Excellency the
Lieutenant-governor nor the British Government itselfcan afford me any other satisfaction, as
regards the injuries inflicted on me by the late grand jury, than by hearing me in refutation
and disproval of their charges, and by admitting that 1 have successfully and effectually
vindicated my character from the unjust and odious accusations brought against me.

I humbly submit to your Lordship that I have all along been proceeding in the straight-
forward path of public duty, and that I have been influenced by no motives of a private or
personal nature. My statement, as your Lordship will perceive, is justificatory and excul-
patory, not vindictive or accusatory. I am ready to sacrifice all individual feeling in the
matter, and by no means even wish to press my application for the criminal informations
against the parties implicated in the irregular proceedings in the house of correction, should
your Lordship consider that enough has been done to prevent the recurrence of similar
evils, and that the great interests of humanity may be better attained by a conciliatory line
of conduct.

I have, &c.
(signed) Ed. Dacres Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

LETTER from E. D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to Lord Glenelg, dated 21st
November 1836. (Fifteen Enclosures.)

My Lord, Jamaica, 21 November 1836.
Witu reference to a most unjust and unfounded attack made on me in my capacity of

special justice by the late grand inquest of the county of Middlesex in this island, as well
as to the line of conduct pursued by the said grand inquest in ignoring and throwing out
several bills preferred by the Attorney-general at my instance, by command of the Marquis
of Sligo, late Governor, against certain persons for various assaults, misdemeanors and
grievous abuses in the house of correction of the parish of St. John, of which some of the
facts have been already submitted to your Lordship by Lord Sligo, and respecting which I
have lately forwarded affidavits to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, Pam compelled,
in justification of my conduct from imputations so odious and offensive, to lay before your
Lordshipa distinct statement of every circumstance that has taken place in the matter, as
the rejection of the bills, coupled with the subsequent assumptions of the grand jury in
their presentment to the judges, should they reach the Colonial Office and come under your
Lordship’s cognizance uncontradicted and not disproved, as they happily can be with facility,
your Lordship would with reason hold the truth of such charges confirmed or their justice
admitted by so suspicious a silence.
The grand inquest, in their presentment, have said, “ we have ascertained, from evidence

that has been brought before us, that Mr. Special Justice Baynes, of St. John’s, has insti-
gated negroes in the house of correction of that parish to complain of the quantity of food,
with which they allowed themselves, in our presence, to have been previously satisfied. We
submit, that if culprits in any similar establishment, in any part of the world, had been so
tampered with, they would readily find or invent grievances against those placed in authority
over them. ° We are of opinion that the magistracy of St. John’s has been unjustly slan-
dered, and we present such conduct as a general nuisance.”
My Lord, there is not a shadow of truth in the whole of this intolerable accusation.

Twenty-three gentlemen have been so blinded or bewildered by the spirit ofparty as solemnly
and deliberately to have made a presentment, the facts stated in which against me are not
only utterly untrue in themselves, but, were they not so, could not, I am prepared to prove,
have possibly come to their knowledge from any evidence before them.

They commence with charging me “ with instigating negroes to complain of the quantity
of food allowed them ;” as if it were not the bounden duty of every magistrate, and more
especially of u special magistrate, the prisoners in the houses of correction being almost
exclusively apprentices, carefully and dilgently to inquire into and satisfy themselves as to
the quantity and quality of the food issued to the inmates in the different places of confine-
ment, whether placed there for correction or security. There are, moreover, express island

statutes -
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statutes-onthishead, extracts from which are included in the accompanying documents. The
uestion is.therefore simply whether or not the prisoners in the St. John’s house of correc-

tion had a sufficiencyof proper food issued to them, or at least the quantity and kind ordered
by the rules of the establishment,namely, 4Ibs. of certain farinaceous roots, and half of a
salted.shad per diem. For information on this head I refer your Lordship to the depositions
taken by Mr. Special Justice Bedford and myself, on the 4th July, at the police station 3 on
the day following by myself in the house o correction; at the police station again on the
18th. August; and to certificate No. 12, respecting the conduct and expressions of
Dr. Whitaker at Point Hill. The account given by the prisoners of the quantity delivered
to them differs somewhat from each other; it appears that considerable caprice was used in
the distribution of their corn; some received more, others less ; certainly none a sufficiency,
Should your Lordship still entertain a doubt whether either of themagistrates instigated the
sufferers to make these complaints (for now for the first time we find the lawful and
rescribed inquiries of two magistrates, in the course of their duty, designated as instigation),

Tentreat your Lordship’s attention to the certificates of Sub-inspector Dunne, and Sergeant
Nicholson, of the police. ;
The presentment goes on to state, “ that the inmates of any similar establishment, in any

part of the world, if so tampered with, would readily find or invent grievances against thoseplaced in authority over them.” T respectfully appeal to our Lordship, after reading the
depositions of Ellinor Lorraine, Ann Francis, Hannah Wi liams, Letitia, Robert Valentineand Richard Francis, whether those six injured persons, every indictment for the redress ofwhom was ignored by the grand jury, in reality found or invented the grievances theycomplained of. ;

Equally untrue, and still more unjust, are the assumptions that I have “ slandered themagistracy of St. John’s, and that I have used the cloak of my authority to avenge my
private grievances.” I have never, even up to the present moment, accused’ the magistracy
of that parish with authorizing or countenancing the neglect or oppression of the supervisorof the house of correction, or with being aware that a sufficiency of food was withheld fromthe prisoners. I have never had any personal difference with any gentleman in the parish.My complaints have been exclusively on public grounds. The indictments preferred by theAttomey-general were not against the magistrates as a body, but against the senior magis-trate only. Whether there exist any private Pique in the breast ofthat gentleman towardsme, I pretend not to know; but on my part I most solemnly disclaim entertaining anyagainst him. Even had I been animated with any unworthy feeling of that nature, it couldnot have come in the shape of evidence before the grand jury. Affidavits of the 13 witnessesfor the Crown, all in attendance, and their names before the jury, of whom they were pleasedto examine only six, were afterwards taken by me, by desire of the Attorney-general, andforwarded to his Excellency, the Lieutenant-governor, for transmission to your Lordship.Not a single witness, it appears, spoke to what he could not know, if it existed, that I had
rivate grievances to complain of or to avenge. One probable reason only can be assigned
or this charge; it is, that the grand Jury, having heard some such reports current out ofcourt, glad to catch at anything to gratify the spirit of party, then running so high againstthe special magistracy, hastily, holding for granted what they willingly believed, mistook anextraforaneous rumour for judicial proof.
Having, I trust to your Lordship’s satisfaction, shown the grounds on which the grandjury have based the c arges against me contained in their presentment, allow me to entreatyour Lordship’s patience to a succinct statement of the facts which gave rise to them, and towhich are to be attributed the long and harassing series of public and private annoyancesand persecutions, from which I have received much detriment and my numerous familsustained great inconvenience and distress. By two vexatious prosecutions institutedagainst me, and a summons to appear as a witness before a committee of the House ofAssembly, which has never sat, I have been under the necessity of attending in SpanishTown for nearly five weeks, to my great personal trouble and great pecuniary loss, totally

beyond my means to afford. To Secover the rancour and inveteracy with which I amassailed, I entreat your Lordship to throw a glance over certificate No. 11.
On Thursday the 16th of June last I visited the house of correction, then newly opened,atPoint Hill, On entering the cell called a hospital I saw a woman named Ellinor Lor-

Taine, who, being afflicted with a grievous malady, had been, in my commitment, expressly
exempted from all manner of labour 3 she had, however, a collar round her neck, to whict
was attached a heavy chain fastened to her waist. I instantly directed both to be removed,and on no account to be put on again. In the yard there were also three or four other
females under detention as suspected runaways, to give their masters an opportunity of
claiming them. From these, who were coupled together by the neck, I also directed the
chains to be removed, as not being authorized by any law of the land, by any internal regu-lation of the establishment, nor by the terms of my committals. More than 12 monthsbefore this occurrence Messrs. Batty & Watkis, distinguished counsel at the Jamaica bar,
ad given it as their opinion, in answer to certain questions proposed by the corporation of

.,ngston, that the chaining of prisoners committed only for detention as deserters wasillegal. His Excellency, the Marquis of Sligo, moreover, in his circular, No. 2899, of
which I annex a co y, had expressly enjoined the special magistrates to be extremely par-ticular in drawing their commitments, and to report any deviation from them at once to him,
ome days afterwards I heard accidentally that the females released by my orders had beenagain chained by command of Dr. Loane, the senior magistrate of the parish. On the2d July following I attended a vestry held at Point Hill, on which occasion the foregoing
521, circumstances ~
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circumstances were taken into consideration. There was some warm discussion, which ter.
minated in my directing the supervisor, in the presence of the other magistrates, to removethe chains and collars so put on the females in disobedience of my orders. The magistrates
forbade him to do so. On their leaving the place 1, however, availed myself of my authority,
and directed the police to take the chains off, which they did. It now became necessary to.
take depositions for the purpose of laying the whole of the circumstances before the
Governor, The originals of these examinations were all sent accordingly to LordSligo,by
whose directions I acted throughout, and to whom I confidently refer your Lordship in cor-roboration of the truth of this statement. Soon afterwards it came to my knowledge that
the unhappy woman, Ellinor Lorraine, though in no better health than before, had been
again put in chains by an order of the magistracy, and that their miserable modicum of half
a shad was sometimes, for days together, withheld from the prisoners, whose principal
subsistence was thus reduced to cer alone. Ata meeting held for the express purpose of
examining into these complaints, the latter fact was clearly proved by the admission of thesupervisor himself; on which occasion Dr. Whitaker, one of the magistrates, found him-
self under the necessity of observing “that the magistracy of St. John’s had involved
themselves in great difficulty; that the description of food served out to thePrisoners, un-accompanied by any salt provisions, was enough to kill them in a week.” YourLordshipwill also perceive that in consequence of my committals being utterly disregarded, and held
of no more account than blank pieces of paper, I forbore, at the recommendation of Lord
Sligo, sending prisoners under my sentence to that establishment. Women wereheavily
ironed by the neck, whom I had ordered altogether to be exempted from chains; otherswere put to hard labour out of the institution, whom I had positively directed to be kept
within the walls. A prisoner, Richard Francis, was wantonly flogged on a diseased part ofhis body; and another, John Williams, detained in confinement four days beyond the termof his sentence, under pretence of non-payment of certain fees,

I submit to your Lordship whether it ‘be not as contrary to reason as it certainly is tolaw to subject an unconvicted apprentice, committed only for detention as a suspecteddeserter, to any description of corporal punishment. Even after conviction the utmostextent of imprisonment at hard labour, for desertion, however long the period, amountsonly to 14 days. Some of the prisoners so committed are frequently found after all not tobe deserters, sometimes even to be freemen; yet these innocent persons, only ordered intocustody on suspicion, are by this absurd and cruel practice often made to suffer manytimes the amount of punishment that can possibly be awarded by the sentence of a lawful
court after due trial and conviction. As for custom being alleged in defence of such pro-
ceedings ; custom, however it may palliate a breach of the law, can never make that to belaw which is not so; nor can usage, by any mode of reasoning, be transferred from one stateof society to another totally different from it, as from slavery to freedom. The degradingcustoms of the former have happily been abolished with it throughout the British empire.The indulgences formerly given to the slave are not, in this country, always continued tothe apprentice. Surely if custom be not allowed to operate to the benefit of the negro, itis manifestly unjust to plead it to his prejudice.

I trust I shall not, in the foregoing statement, have merited your Lordship’s reprehen-sion, as resenting too warmly or acrmoniously the unjust. and groundless imputationsthrown on me for the faithful discharge of my onerous and delicate duties. To affectmoderation of expression under the pressure of persecution and oppression may justly affordground for suspicion that the wrongs so patiently endured or so slackly resented are pro-bably not great, at least not sensibly felt.
I have, &e.

(signed) Ed. Dacres Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

COPIES of the Dzrostrions taken respecting the Abuses and Irregularities existing in
St. John’s House of Correction. (First Seven Enclosures.)

(No. 1.)

Special Session, before E. D. Baynes, Esq.

Point Hill, 2 July 1836.
Ellinor Lorraine, duly sworn, deposes, that she is apprenticed labourer to Mr. Guy of

Spanish Town; that she was taken up this day three weeks by the police in the Red Hills,
and was committed by Mr. Baynes. She was up at the Red Hills for her health,being
afflicted with the king’s evil or cocoa bag. When she came up to the house of correction,.

r. Thomas, the supervisor, ordered her hair to be cut, and a collar, with a chain attached
to it, to be put on her; the collar went round her neck and the chain round her waist.Deponent told Mr. Thomas, the supervisor, that she was sick of the king’s evil, and hadlost the perfect use of her arms; on which he put her into a room by herself; it was thehospital. Is quite sure she had the chain and collar on when in’ the hospital. De-ponent was not put on the treadmill nor to any manner of work. The special justicecame up some days afterwards, and ordered the chain to be taken off, which was done.Does not recollect how many days she was kept with the chain on her. Was not chained
again after the collar and chain were removed by the special magistrate’s orders. Thedoctor visited her, and said she had not got the king’s evil.

Ellinor Lorraine’s mark.
Ann
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Ann Francis,apprenticed labourer to Francis Elliot, duly sworn, deposes, that she was

committed to the house of correction on Thursday week last. When she came up she was
chained to another woman, and the collar was put round her neck. Her hair was also cut.
The chain and collar were removed when the special magistrate visited the house of correc-
tion. The chain was not put on again, but the collar was. About a week afterwards she
fell sick and was put into the hospital. The collar was not on her neck when in the
hospital. Has been employed in fetching water for the people.

Ann Francis’s mark.

Margaret Taylor, apprenticed labourer to Margaret James of the Red Hills, duly sworn,
deposes, that she was committed to the house of correction by Mr. Baynes last week. No
chain nor collar were put on until Dr. Loane ordered them to be put on. Has not been put
on the treadmill. Has been employed on the road. Has been chained to two women at
different times, but not toa man. Heard Dr. Loane order the chain to be put on.

Margaret Taylor’s mark.

Frances Lindo, apprenticed labourer on Fuller’s Rest Estate, duly sworn, deposes, that
she was committed to the house of correction by Mr. Baynes last Tuesday. She was put
in chains, and fastened to another woman. She was sick one morning, but the chains
were put on again before she was quite well. Her belly pained her, and she had a bad
arm, which was cut by her being tied to the treadmill. Saw Mr. Chapman beat Richard
Francis on his sore foot with a cat.

Frances Lindo’s mark.

Patrick Thomas, supervisor of the house of correction of the parish of St. John’s, being
duly sworn, deposes, that he recollects the time that Ellinor Lorraine was brought up to the
house ofcorrection. He put the chains and collar on her in pursuance with the rules and
regulations of the institution. Cannot point out under what rule or regulation he acted.
Cannot remember whether the woman, Ellinor Lorraine, told him before or after the chains
were put on her that she was sick. Did not think she was in such a state as to have
exempted her from having the chain and collar put on her. Was aware that according to
the terms of the committal she was ordered not to be put to any kind of work. She was
immediately put in the hospital, and she remained there all along. Deponent removed the
chain and collar, as ordered, in the presence of Mr. Baynes. Did not put the chain and
collar again on her. Some time afterwards Dr. Loane and Mr. Bell ordered the chains and
collars to be put again on all the women; but deponent used his own discretion, and did
not put them again on Ellinor Lorraine because she was sick. Frances Lindo’s arm was
hurt during deponent’s absence, when she was put on the treadmill by Mr. Chapman, de-
puted to do so by deponent.

(signed) J.B. Thomas.
_ The foregoing depositions were made before me this 2d day of July 1836.

(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 2.)

Present, E. D. Baynes and T. S. Bedford, Special Justices.

Police Station, St. John’s, 4 July 1836.
_ Letitia, an apprenticed labourer to Mr. William Bendon Valentine, not being a Chris-

tian, but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth, saith, that she was released from
the house of correction of the parish of St. John on Saturday last. She was imprisoned
there 15 days, being committed as a runaway by the specialmagistrate. She was put in
chains and the collar as soon as she got there, by the supervisor, Mr. Thomas. Deponent
was kept in chains three days, when she was attacked with fever and headache; she was
put into the hospital; when in the hospital the long chain was taken off, but the collar was

eft on. Was a prisoner when the special magistrate came up to visit the institution.
Heard the special magistrate order the supervisor to remove the chains and collar, which
was done. On the Friday following Dr. Loane visited the place; saw him converse with
Mr. Thomas, who soon after put the chain and collar again on deponent. They were kept
on, as she stated before, until she fell sick. The collar was kept on her all the time she
was in the hospital. Was not put on the treadmill. When in the hospital got the same
Provisions as when out of it. as sick nearly half a week; the doctor never came. Was
employed on the road, carrying stones. Heard it mentioned that the special magistrate
had forbid the women to be worked out of the institution. Was still sick when the chains
were put on her again. During the time she was in the institution she suffered from
hunger, having on a Friday got only three heads of corn and the salt; on the Saturday she
got only one head of corn; on the Sunday none at all; and nothing on Monday till four
o'clock in the evening, when they gave her some cocoes ; from Saturday to Monday after-
noon she got nothing whatever to eat. During the remainder of her imprisonment she got
4 Ibs. of cocoes per day. She had been guilty of no bad conduct to have her food
withheld,

Letitia’s mark.

521, Robert
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Robert Bendon Valentine, duly sworn, deposes, that he was sent to the house of correc-
tion at the same time with Letitia; recollects the whole of the prisoners in the house of cor-
rection getting but three heads of corn on the Friday at eight a.M., one on Saturday, and
nothing at all after that until Monday about four o’clock in the afternoon, when they got
some cocoes and shad. Deponent suffered extremely from the pangs of hunger. Recollects
seeing Mr. Chapman flog Ann Francis and another woman when on the treadwheel; he
flogged them to make them get on it. Their legs also were cut. A convict, committed by
Mr. Harris from the walks, was also flogged. The women were flogged witha cat. Does
not know if the special magistrate had given orders to that effect. Deponent adds, that
they got their shad during the days they got so little corn.

R. B. Valentine’s mark,

Letitia also, upon being re-questioned, says the shads were served out on the days they
were so short of corn.

(signed) E. D. Baynes.

The foregoing depositions and examinations taken by us this 4th day of July 1836.

(signed) T. S. Bedford,
E. D. Baynes,

A true copy.
(signed) E.D. Baynes.

}specialMagistrates.

 

(No. 3.)

Point Hill, 5th July 1836.

Present, EZ. .D. Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate.

Eltinor Lorraine, duly sworn, deposes, that on Friday gone a week, as she believes, the
people in the house of correction confined as prisoners received only three heads of corn in
the morning, and im the evening they had two heads of corn served out to them; on Satur-
day a maccaroni’s-worth of corn was bought and divided among all the prisoners; on the
Sunday two bits’-worth of corn wasbought and distributed among them. Does not know
how many prisoners were then in the house of correction. On Monday got nothing at all,
until the bread kind came in the evening; it was cocoes; when they got the prison
allowance.

Ellinor Lorraine’s mark.

Richard Francis, duly sworn, deposes, that he saw Mr. Chapman flog David Henry when
on the mill. Was flogged himself with a cat. Deponent had a sore foot, and could not
walk on the treadmill, because it was very bad. Mr. Chapman beat deponent on the sore
foot. Heard Frances Lindo bawl out that Mr. Chapman had no business to flog her now
with a cat; but cannot say whether she was struck or not. The foot got very bad after he
was beat on it; and the doctor, when he saw it, ordered that deponent should not be put any
more on the treadmill.

Richard Francis’s mark.

Margaret Taylor, convict, under sentence as a runaway, duly sworn, deposes, that on
Saturdaygone a week corn was served out to the prisoners; they gotthree heads of corn served
out on Saturday; thinks she got some on Sunday; from that time till Monday the prisoners
got nothing, when they got the prison allowance of cocoes in the evening.

Margaret Taylor’s mark.

Johanna Lawrence, duly sworn, deposes, that the gang is hired out to Mr. Beil; Richard
Brown is one of them, and is now at work for Mr. Bell. John Dawkins, a runaway, is also
at work at Mr. Bell’s. Dawkins has been put on the treadmill. John Archer, also a run-
away, is working at Mr. Bell’s. Robert Johnson, another runaway, is also with the gang at
Mr. Bell’s. The house of correction has been open seven or eight weeks.

Johanna Lawrence’s mark.

Johanna Lawrence is the matron of the institution.

The foregoing depositions and examinations taken by me this 5th day of July 1836.

(signed) § E.D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

A true copy of the above depositions.
(signed) £. D. Baynes.
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(No. 4.)

Present, £. D. Baynes, Speciai Justice.

Aylmer’s, 8th July 1836.
Letitia, apprenticed laboarer to Mr. Bendon Valentine, re-examined, sayeth, that about

the middle of the week before last, when a prisoner in the workhouse, not getting sufficient
to eat, and feeling very faint from hunger, she asked the supervisor for something for her
oung child to eat, which she had with her, which he refused to give, and put deponent

into the lock-up cell for asking him. Is quite sure she was not insolent to the supervisor.
Heard the special magistrate order the supervisor to allow the children something to eat,
and therefore asked for something. When the supervisor put the chain and collar on her
again, he said he knew as much law as the special magistrate, and that the special magis-
trate should not come to make rules there. Saw Mr. Chapman beat Richard Francis on the
mill with a cat. ;

Letitia’s mark.

The above examination taken this day by me, 8th July 1836,
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 5.)

Present, E. D, Baynes and T. S. Bedford, Special Justices.

Aylmer’s, 11 July 1836.
John Williams, apprenticed labourer to Solomon Da Silva of the Red Hills in the parish

of St. John, not bemg a Christian, but duly cautioned to speak nothing but the truth,
sayeth, that he has been detained four days in the house of correction of the parish of St,
John beyond the term of his sentence, which was 14 days’ hard labour and 10 days’ solitary
confinement, being 24 days ; whereas he was detained a prisoner in the houseof.correction
28 days ; after the 10 days’ solitary confinement he was kept four days more, grinding corn
inthe yard. Deponent sayeth, that Mr. Thomas told him that he detained him because he
could not get paid back the mile money. About two weeks since, on a Friday, deponent
does not recollect the date, he got two pounds of cocoes in the morning and two heads of
corn in the evening, with half a shad as usual. On Saturday Mr. Lawrence made the
driver serve the prisoners all round with three heads of roasted corn; in the evening depo-
nent received about half a pound of boiled yam. He was at that time in solitary confine-
ment. On Sunday deponent got for breakfast three heads of corn; in the evening the corn
was slack, and but one head of corn was served out. On Monday they waited until between
four and five p.m. without anything, when the cocoes came in, and they got the prison

_allowance. They had their half shad per diem all this time. A man named Rodney, also
a prisoner, was ordered by Mr. Thomas to beat deponent on his legs to make him dance on
the treadmill. He got about 12 blows with a rope. Deponent knows Richard Francis ; he
was a prisoner also. Saw Mr. Chapman beat him with a cat on his sore foot, because he
did not know how to dance on the wheel. Heard Frances Lindo call out. Saw Mr. Chap-
man lift a switch and threaten to strike Frances Lindo, but the switch broke in Mr. Chap-
man’s hands. Deponent adds that Mr. Thomas was absent from the house of correction
from Friday until Tuesday night.

John Williams’s mark.
The foregoing examinations taken before us this 11th day of July 1836.

i . D. B : :(signed) Eee Bedford, }SpecialMagistrates.

 

(No. 6.)

Point Hill, 14 July 1836.
Mr. Patrick Tuomas examined; admits that Robert Johnson has been worked out of

the institution. John Archer is also with the gang. Dawkins was committed twice, and
put on the treadmill in consequence of his latter sentence.

(signed) E. D. Baynes.
T. S. Bedford.

 

(No, 7.)

Police Station, St. John’s Rest Plantation, 18th August.

Present, E. D. Baynes, Justice of the Peace.

Ellinor Lorraine, duly sworn, deposes, that since the time that the special magistrate
ordered the chain and collar to be taken off she was kept without them until Monday, 25th
July last, two days after the vestry met, when Mr. Thomas, the supervisor, put the collar on
er again; she was still sick at the time. Did not get better during the time she was in the
521. . ouse
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house of correction. Remained in the hospital until some militiamen were put into it, when
she was turned out of it, although she was not cured, and no better than she had been.
The collar was kept on her, though sick, until the special magistrates came up on the 11th
instant, and discharged deponent from the house of correction. When in thehospital
deponent was fed in the same mannerand with the same provisions as the otherprisoners,
Deponent complains that she was fed on corn, and that she did not get the salt provisions
regularly. Sometimes theprisoners went four and five days together without any salt pro-
visions. Deponent says she suffered extremely from being fed on such provisions.

Ellinor Lorraine’s mark,

John Edwards, duly sworn, deposes, that last Friday fortnight he was committed to
the house of correction by the special magistrate, who told him that he was not to be
worked out of the establishment, and that he was to be brought before him every time he
visited the house of correction. The deponent told this to Mr. Thomas, the su ervisor, who
replied he did not care, he would work him as he, Thomas, pleased, and would cat him if
he did not do as he ordered him.’ Deponent was hired out, first to Mr. Bell and then to
Mr. Nash, carrying shingles for Mr. Bell, and picking pimento for Mr. Nash. Recollects
Sukey being in the house of correction; she was committed at the same time with deponent.
Can swear that Sukey was chained by the neck to Ann Francis, and was worked out of the
institution, being employed in carrying shingles for Mr. Bell. Was generally fed on one
uart of corn; sometimes did not get any salt provisions for a week. On the first week

they went to work out for Mr. Bell two shads only were served out amongst eight prisoners.
One day they suffered so much that they were obliged to beg Mr. Bell for some shads, who
gave them four among them. Deponent suffered extremely from hunger all the time. The
quart of corn they got was ground, which comes to one-fourth less than when raw. One
Sunday, when he was kept in the house of correction, deponent himself ground his quart of
corn, which was served out raw to him, and it came, ground, to one quart and half a pint.

John Edwards’s mark,

Ann Francis, duly sworn, deposes, that on Monday, 25th ultimo, she was again chained
by the neck, and attached to another prisoner, named Sukey. They were both sent out of
the establishment to work, first to carry shingles for Mr. Bell, then to pick pimento for Mr.
Nash. Deponent was allowed generally ‘a quart of corn aday. Sometimes for a whole
week together she got no salt provisions, during which she suffered extremely from the
pangs of hunger. Dr. Loane and Mr. Thomas put on the chain. Mr. Thomas, when
remonstrated with, said that the special magistrate ordered the chain should not be put on;
that he knew as much law as the special magistrate.

, Ann Francis’s mark.

Ellinor Lorraine called in and re-examined ; deposes to recollecting Sukey, a prisoner in
the house of correction; she was chained by the neck to Ann Francis, and sent out to work
for Mr. Bell. ;

oo Ellinor Lorraine’s mark.
Sworn before me this 18th day of August.

(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.
A true copy.

iB. D. Baynes.

 

(No. 8.)

Memoranpvum of his Excellency Lord Sligo on the foregoing Depositions.
The Attorney-general will please to prosecute this, and issue such orders to the clerk of

(signed) Sligo.
 

(No. 9.)

Corizs of the Commitments of the Prisoners illegally chained in the St. John’s House
of Correction, and worked out of the Establishment, in disobedience of the Sentence of
the Special Magistrate.

1. Ellinor Lorraine.

To the Supervisor of St. John’s House of Correction.
Receive into custody the body of Ellinor Lorraine, arunaway, and her detain until lawfully

claimed, or until further directions from me. She is to be put to no manner of work.
Given under my hand and seal this 4th day of June 1836.

(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

2, Robert
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2. Robert Johnson.—Put to work out of the Institution.
To the Supervisor of St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive. into custody the bodies of Robert Johnson and R. Bryan, runaways, and them
detain until duly claimed, or until further orders from me. Notto be put on the treadmill,
nor employed out of the institution.

Given under my hand and seal this 11th day of June 1836,—
(signed) ..D. Baynes.

3. John Williams.—Detained four days beyond Sentence,
To the Supervisor of St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of John Williams, convicted before me of absence from the
service of his employer for the space of three months, and him safely keep at hard labour in
and out of the institution, and on the treadmill for 14 days, and at the expiration of the 14
days, 10 days more in solitary confinement.

Given under my hand and seal this 11th May 1836. ,
(signed) . D. Baynes.

4. Frances Lindo.—Worked ut of the Institution.
To the Supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of Frances Lindo, apprenticed labourer on Fuller's Restestate, convicted before me of assaulting Thomas Harrison, and her keep at hard labour inthe institution, and on the treadmill for seven days.

Given under my hand and seal this 27th June 1836.
(signed) £. D. Baynes.

5. Hannah Williams.—Chained and worked out of the Institution.
To the Supervisor of St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of Hannah Williams, a runaway. She is only to be putto light work within the walls of the institution, not o be chained or collared, and to beDrought up every visit before the special magistrate.
Given under my hand and seal this 14th July 1836.

(signed)  E. D. Baynes.
This commitment disregarded in every particular. .

6. Robert Bryant.—Worked out of the Institution.
To the Supervisor of St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body ofRobert Bryant, a runaway, and him bring before thespecial magistrate on next visit to house of correction, if not discharged before. Not to beput on the treadmill or worked out of the institution.

Given under my hand and seal this 14th July 1836.
(signed) £.D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

%. Richard Brown.—Worked out of the Institution.

To the Supervisor of the House of Correction, St. John’s.
Receive into custody the body of Richard Brown, convicted before me of assaulting Mr,Bernard Clement, and him keep at hard labour within the walls of the institution for theSpace of four days. He is on no account to be put on the treadmill.
Given under my hand and seal this 2d July 1836.

(signed) EE. D. Baynes.

8. James Edwards.—Worked out of the Institution.
To the Supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of James Edwards, a runaway, and him detain until dulyreleased according to law. He is not to be worked out of the institution, nor to be put onthe treadmill,

Given under my hand and seal this 11th August 1836.
(signed) E, D. Baynes, Special Magistrate and Justice of Peace.

521,
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9. John Edwards.—Worked out of the Institution.

To the Supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of John Edwards, a runaway. He is not to be worked out
ofthe institution, and is to be brought before me every time I visit the house of correction.
Hereof fail not at your peril.

Given under my hand and seal this 29th July 1836.
(signed) FE. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate and Justice of Peace.

This committal disregarded in every particular.

10. Sukey.—Chained and worked out of the Establishment.

To the Supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction.

Receive into custody the body of Sukey, a runaway from the service of Thompson and
Nichol, and her keep till duly released according to law. This woman is on no account to
be worked out of the institution, nor is any collar or chain to be put on her; and she is to
be brought before me every time I visit the institution. Thereof fail not in any particular
at your peril.

Given under my hand and seal this 25th July 1836.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate and Justice of Peace.

Disobeyed in every particular.

 

(No. 10.)

CircuLar 2899.—To the Special Magistrates of Jamaica, respecting the Ruxes to be
observed in their CoMMITMENTs to the Houses of Correction.

Sir, The King’s House, 10 May 1836.
THE attention of his Excellency the Governor has often been engaged in attempting to

devise a proper mode of classification of prisoners committed to the gaols and houses of
correction, and he has recently received a communication from the Secretary of State on

e subject.
In many instances he believes that when sentence is simply committal for a certain time,

hard labour, either in or out of the institution, is added by the supervisor. It becomes
necessary that you should in your sentences define as clearly as possible the punishment
you intend the parties to undergo. Labour out of the institution is frequently objectionable
for this reason, that it is customary for the parties to be chained. It may happen, from
the smallness of the number, that a person for the minor offence of having absented
himself from his master’s work may be chained to a convict under sentence for life for some
very serious crime. Hard labour on the treadwheel may therefore be a better sentence.
Breaking stones for the roads, which may be done within the walls, would be a wholesome
species of labour. Having, however, directed the most scrupulous definitions of the punish-
ment you intend, you will take care that it be not exceeded or deviated from in any parti-
cular. And of course it will be your duty to report any abuse you may detect to his
Excellency the Governor.

I have, &c.
E D. Baynes, Special Magistrate. (signed) W. G. Nunes, Secretary.

 

(No. 11.)

CERTIFICATE.

I hereby certify and declare, that towards the end of October last, being et Watermount
estate in the parish of St. John’s, Mr. John Patree, the overseer of that property, did
inform and acquaint me that a person, whose name he declined at the time to mention,
but whom he promised to name and give up, offering to serve as a witness in the matter,
should it ever become the subject of a public inquiry, did some days previously, at the
said estate of Watermount, declare, that at the approaching meeting of the House of
Assembly, Mr. Baynes, the special magistrate of St. John’s, should be put to great expense
and inconvenience, for that he should be summoned down to Spanish Town to attend @
Committee of the House as a witness; and the same party then proceeded to calculate
every article of expense that Mr. Baynes would incur, enumerating his breakfast, dinner,
bed, keep of servants and horses, &c. And I further certify that such has really been the
case. I have been summoned down to attend a Committee appointed to examine into @
petition from certain magistrates and others respecting the house of correction, which Com-
mittee has never yet sat, and I firmly believe never will, and that therefore I have been
obliged, and still am liable to bemade, to my great personal distress, inconvenience and
expense to attend, and that I have been harasvedin this cruel manner from the 9th tothe

presen
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present day, the 19th of November, and thereby obliged to saddle myself with heavy
expenses which, with my numerous family, I can very ill, or rather am not at all able to

0
November 1836 (signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

19 Novembde .
|

 

(No. 12.)

CERTIFICATE.

[hereby certify, that I had previously heard from various quarters, and that yesterday
the 18th November instant, John Taylor and Daniel Smith, esquires, of this parish, informed
and certified to me, that at a meeting held at Point Hill by the magistracy and vestry, on
the 23d July last, for the purpose of inquiring into the abuses and irregularities complained
of by Mr.Special Justice Baynes in the parochial house of correction, Dr. Whitaker, one of
the magistrates for the precinct, and a member of the House of Assembly, caused Patrick
Brown Thomas, the supervisor of the house of correction, to be called before the board,
and that he, Dr. Whitaker, did ask three questions of the said Thomas, from whose
answers it was shown that at times, for seven days together, the prisoners in the said
house of correction had no salt provisions whatever served out to them, the daily allowance
of which is half a shad each. That the said Dr. Whitaker sharply reproved the other
magistrates for their neglect; told them that it was impossible human beings could exist on
the provisions served out to them, being generally Indian corn only, and that such food was
enough, without salt provisions, to kill them all ma week. He further told them that they
were to blame, and that they would be made to answer for the neglect of their servant.
I further certify, that the said Dr. Whitaker is, notwithstanding, more hostile to me than
any other of the magistrates, having both brought a civil action and instituted a criminal
process against me, on the part of one Brown, a free person, committed by me to prison in
the lawful discharge of my magisterial functions.

19 November 1836. (signed) E. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

(No. 13.)

CertiricatTe of Sub-inspector Dunne.

I, the undersigned, hereby certify, that on the 4th day of July last Mr. Special Justice
Baynes came to this police station, by requisition of the inspector-general, for the purpose
of attending a police court, accompanied by Mr. Bedford, another special justice. The police
court being deferred, Mr. Baynes desired that two apprentices, named Robert Bendon
Valentine and Letitia (both belonging to the - on which the station-house is situated)
should be brought before him for examination. I further certify, that neither of the special
justices left the court during the time the above-named apprentices were giving their
depositions regarding the treatment they received in the house of correction, both testifying
positively and voluntarily that they received four heads of corn and a small piece of shad
on a Friday morning, which was the ne plus ultra of their subsistence each until the Monday
evening following.

(signed) James Dunne, Sub-inspector of Police.
St. John’s Police Station, 18 Oct. 1836.

 

(No. 14.)

CertiricaTE of Serjeant Nicholson of the Police.

I hereby certify, that on the 4th day of July last, both Messrs. Special Justices Baynes
and Bedford came to the police station, and sent, on the property on which it is situated,
for two apprentices, named Robert Bendon Valentine and Letitia, which apprentices I
brought before the said two special justices, who never moved out of court during the time
of examination, nor had they any private communication with either of the above appren-
tices, who voluntarily told in open court that they each received four heads of corm and a

piece of shad on a Friday morning, on which they subsisted until the Monday evening fol-
owing, when in the house of correction.

(signed) § Edward Nicholson, Serjeant of Police.
St. John’s Police Station, 18 Oct. 1836.

 

(No. 15.)

Exrracrs from the Act for the better Regulation of Gaols and Houses of Correction.
(Passed 4th July 1834.)

Section 2. Regulation 11.
“All prisoners shall be allowed a sufficient quantity of plain and wholesome food.”

521. Section 7.
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Enclosure 2,
23d Nov. 1836.

Enclosure 1,
4th April 1837.

Enclosures in
No. 549.

160 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Section 7.

“ Two or more justices shall be nominated to be visitors of each gaol or house of Correc-
tion, who shall personally visit and inspect each prison and house of correction, and shall
examine into the behaviour and conduct of the respective officers, and the treatment, beha-
viour, and condition of the prisoners and inmates, and into all abuses within the prison or
house of correction; and in matters of pressing necessity, and within the powers oftheir
commissions as justices, shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to regulate and redress
the same. ,

Section 8.

“ Provided always, and be it enacted, that it-shall be lawful for any justice of the peace,
‘of his own free will and pleasure, without being appointed a visitor, to enter into and
examine every prison and house of correction of such parish of which he is a justice, at such
time or times or so often as he shall think fit, for the purpose of discovering any abuse or
abuses therein.”

 

— No. 549. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Z. Smith, k.c. 8., to Lord Glenel .
dated The King’s House, Jamaica, 4th April 1837.

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 April 1837.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches of

the 16th January and 6th February last, on the subject of apresentment by the
grand jury of the county of Middlesex, and of the reply of Mr. Special Justice
Baynes to the statements therein contained against him.
Your Lordship is Pleased to direct that the sentiments conveyed in your

despatch of the 16th January, with reference to the notice taken in the present-
ment of the conduct of Special Justices Palmer and Baynes, should, in justice to
those gentlemen, be made public.
The grand jury by whom that presentment was made having of course ceased

to exist as a body, it was impossible to communicate to them your Lordship’s
despatch. J therefore transtnitted a copy of it tothe chief justice, through whom
the presentment was first brought under my notice; and I furnished Mr. Baynes
with an extract of such part of it as related to himself.
Your Lordship will perceive by the enclosed number of the Telegraph News-

paper, that publicity has been given to such part of your despatch as related to
the conduct of the special justices;Mr. Baynes having, I presume, communicated
it for that purpose. SC
With reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th of February, I take

leave to enclose a copy of the letter addressed by my secretary to Mr. Baynes,
from which the extract transmitted to your Lordship by that gentleman is no
doubt taken: While in all future instances I shall carefully attend to your
Lordship’s orders with respect to the transmission of complaints for redress from
every class of His Majesty’s subjects, I must at the same time assure your Lord-
ship that in acting in Mr. Baynes’s case, upon the principle stated in the con-
cluding part of that letter, I was influenced not by any desire to preclude Mr.
Baynes from appealing to your Lordship, but by the practice which I have every-
where found to exist with reference to representations made by subordinate
officers to the Government by whom they are employed.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 549.

(No. 1.)

From the “Telegraph” Jamaica Newspaper of the 4th April 1837.

To the Honourable C. P. Berry and the Jurors of the late Grand Inquest for the County of
Middlesex.

Gentlemen,
You have been pleased, in your presentment to their honours the judges of the Supreme

Court of Judicature in this island, after considerable vituperation and obloquy cast on other
pecial magistrates, to make me the object of your peculiar hostility, and to assail me Ply

son
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sonally in language and terms, the intemperance, precipitation and party bias betrayed by
which, I readily persuade myself you warily guarded against and utterly repudiated in the,
revious exercise of your sworn and responsible judicial functions.

Gentlemen,—Firm in conscious rectitude, alike of action and intention, I repel, with indig-

nation and contempt, all and every part of your odious and libellous imputations. I solemn

declare, that whatever may be the grounds or motives on which you have come to such

conclusions, that they are in every particular unjust, calumniatory and untrue, and such I

undertake to prove them, even to yourself, if you are not ashamed, the worst of shames, to.

acknowledgean error; if you possess the moral courage to do justice to another at your

own expense; if, in fine, you ean onlybringyourself to be one tithe part as dispassionate, as

devoid of prejudice, and asdeliberate in re-examining your opinions as you have shown

yourself rash, partial and inconsiderate in adopting them.
Had you, gentlemen, not conceived it altogether a work of superfluity to consult the law,

you might, by opening Blackstone, have learned that, as a grand jury hears the evidence on

one side only, their presentment is in the nature of simple inquiry or accusation, not of proof

or conviction, as you, gentlemen, have now either ingeniously discovered or egregiously

mistaken. Extend -your legal research somewhat further, and, after decision, do what per-

haps it would have been as well to have done before it,—look into the laws of this island,

consult the Act for the Regulation of Gaols and Houses of Correction, passed only two years
since by the Legislature, of which your worthy chairman was at the time and still is a
component part. Section 3, rule 2, would have disembarrassed your minds of any lurking

doubts whether or not prisoners in the house of correction are entitled to a sufficiency of
food. By section 7 you would have been instructed that, “'Two or more justices are to be
appointed to visit each gaol or house of correction, to examine into the behaviour and con-

duct of the respective officers and the treatment and condition of the prisoners, and into all.
abuses in the prison or house of correction.” Section 8 authorizes any justice of the peace,
of his free will and pleasure, to visit, as often as he thinks fit, for the purpose of inquiring

into abuses. When you read the depositions, which will be published, together with the

certificates of Sub-inspectors Dunne, Adams and Serjeant Nicholson, who were present, you

will find that the unhappy sufferers spontaneously deposed, not before me alone, but before
Mr. Special Justice Bedford also, that four heads of corn and a little shad formed the whole
oftheir subsistence from Friday morning until the Monday evening following. When you are

further told that I was acting all this time in compliance with the strict injunctions of the
executive, on what do you base the foul charge of tampering with evidence, brought against

me by 23 gentlemen solemnly sworn to decide according to the truth, and to present or
screen no man from hatred, malice, fear, favour or affection? Where is an allusion made to

or the name mentioned of any member of that respectable body? Where did you gather

that I charged them with authorizing or countenancing the neglect or inhumanity of the

supervisor of the house of correction? or with even being aware that sufficient and proper

nutriment was withheld from the prisoners? Again, gentlemen, permit me to inquire on

what evidence submitted to you you ascertained that I was troubled with private grievances?

From which of the witnesses examined before you did you collect this fact? Was it from
Eleanor Lorraine, the sick female, who testified before you on oath that she was kept

chained by the neck when ill in the hospital? From Letitia, or Robert Valentine, who

accused the supervisor of the house of correction with nearly starving them? From

Ann Francis or Hannah Williams, who swore that they were heavily ironed, and worked out |

of the institution, in direct contradiction of the commitment of the special magistrate? Or

was it from Richard Francis, whose back appearing somewhat insensible, the keeper’s deputy
ingeniously resorted to the Turkish mode of administering the bastinado, and applied it to a

part sufficiently sensitive, the poor creature’s diseased foot? From which of these six injured

persons, every indictment for the redress of whom you threw out, from which of thesesix, I

ask, (for of 13 witnesses of the Crown in attendance it pleased you to examine only six) did

ou contrive to discover what did not exist, was not in case, that the special magistrate of

St. John’s had private grievances to complain of or to avenge? The indictments were not .

preferred in refutation or revenge of any wrongs, either real or fictitious, as you, gentlemen,

gratuitously and unwarrantably assume; but to prove principles, and to set at rest the
questions whether females committed for detention as runaways, are subject to be worked
out of the establishment, and in irons; whether the commitments of apprentices by special

magistrates have the weight of law, and are to be complied with and enforced, or whether

they are unmeaning and idle scraps of paper, the injunctions of which can be disregarded,

altered, set aside or added to at the pleasure of the senior magistrate or other parochial
authority,
Gentlemen,—By rejecting these bills, supported, as yo. would have found them, by an

overwhelming weight of evidence, had you not dispensed with the ordinary and not universal

precautionof examining the witnesses in attendance, you have done much, I fear, to justify

the imputations of those who are by some styled enemies to Jamaica, Will theynot. now

triumphantly contend that the chaining of sick and diseased apprentices in hospitals has

een pronounced the lawful and ordinary course in this island by the grand inquest of the

country? That you have reprobated, with all the indignation and force of language your
incensed feelings at the time supplied you with, the attempt of a lawfully constituted
authority to check so monstrous a practice as a general nuisance ? ;
Gentlemen,—It will be asserted, and without fear of contradiction, that you have desig-

nated an effort to bring to justice an individual for maliciously and cruelly beating a pnsoner

on the diseased part of his body as a general nuisance.
521, Gentlemen,—
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Gentlemen,—Mr. Batty, a distinguished counsel, whose attachment to Jamaica is at least
equal to your own, in conjunction with Mr. Price Watkis, gave it as their joint opinion, in
their reply to certain questions proposed to them by the corporation of Kingston, that
deserters, sent only to the houseof correction for detention, cannot beworked in chains,
Your alleged enemies, gentlemen, willdeclare that you havepresented a magistrate, for
holding the same opinion with your favourite counsel, as ageneralnuisance,

Gentlemen,—The law which I have already cited enacts, that it is the bounden duty of a
magistrate to make strict research into the treatment of prisoners. You surely will your-
selves admit the quality and quantity of fuod allotted to them to be most essential, as starva-
tion may haply be the consequence of continued and habitual neglect. Yet, gentlemen, it
will be loudly proclaimed throughout these colonies, the mother country, and the whole
civilized globe, that the grand inquest of Jamaica has denounced all such inquiries as a
general nuisance. ; —
Such, gentlemen, will be the assertions of those whom you hold to be your enemies; nor

will they, in support of their conclusions, fail to dwell on the following facts:
You threw out every bill sent in at the instance of a special magistrate.
You returned a true bill on every indictment sent in against a special magistrate.
Of 13 witnesses for the Crown in attendance, whose names were all before you, to prove

the facts stated in the indictments, you examined only six, neglecting or omitting to call in
the remaining seven. ;
You ignoreda bill against Patrick Thomas, for assaulting and ill-treating apprentices in

the house ofcorrection, without taking a single deposition in support of it.
On the other hand, you found atrue bill and took the depositions in the case of Special Jus-

tices Baynes and Bedford, though the evidence before you was not on oath, on whichground
the gentleman first mentioned, to your considerable mortification no doubt, quashed your
finding in open court.
Gentlemen,—I doubt not of your concurrence when I say that no upright judge nor con-

scientious juror will pronounce the decisive fiat of condemnation without hearing both sides
of the question, nor be at all desirous of meriting a share of Seneca’s ironical encomium on
the imbecile, besotted, and contemptible Claudius :—

Quo non alius,
Dicere causas,
Potuit citius,
Parte audit4,
Una tantum,
Sepe et neutra,

Permit me, gentlemen, without any peculiar reference, to observe that a greater moral
delinquency, whether in judge or juror, than carrying party feelings or private enmity to the
judgment seat, does not exist. An impartial and upright judge will carefully eschew the
are suspicion of such unpardonable dereliction of the duties of the most august and respon-

sible functions with which humanity can be invested. Kings were formerly held to be
God’s vicegerents on earth: judges are so at present. It is theirs to punish.crime, to up-
hold the right, to repress injustice, to redress wrongs, to protect the lives and properties of
their fellow citizens. On the bench they should have neither party prejudice nor passion;
at their bar they should know neither friend nor enemy. But, gentlemen, to pervert this high
and holy office into an engine of oppression, to view the accused through the lens of party
interest or private affection, to further the purposes of faction, or gratify particular resent-
ment, is to destroy and confound, especially in a nascent community, all sense of moral dis-
crimination; to strike at the foundation of all society, by prostrating the barrier between
right and wrong; to pollute and poison the stream of eivilization at its source; and, under
the mask of justice, to rear up and plant injustice in her stead. In such hands, gentlemen,
the balance of Astrea resembles the rod of Moses, which on the ground becamea serpent.

Gentlemen,—I fear that I have occupied your attention too long; and therefore, now,
leaving your presentment with the court, your motives with the public, and your conscience
with your God,

Verbum non amplius addem.
St. John’s, 8 Nov. 1836. £. Dacres Baynes.

 

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Secretary of State to Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3.,
dated 16th January 1837.

(No. 40.)
“But while for the present I pass over these topics, I cannot ostpone the notice of another,

which is pressed on my attention both by the presentment of the grand jury and by your
despatch. I refer tothe imputations cast by that body upon the special justices, Mr. Baynes
and Dr. Palmer.
“Mr.Baynes is accused of having instigated negroes to complain of the quantity of food

allowed in the St. John’s Workhouse. The magistrate is declared a slanderer, and is de-
nounced as having used the cloak of his authority to avenge his private grievances. On theauthority of a letter addressed to the foreman, Dr. Palmer is represented as having at a
social meeting uttered improper expressions ; and then, assuming the truth of all that is
said by the unnamed writer of this letter, the grand Jury proceed to found upon it a verystrong denunciation of the conduct of Dr. Palmer. I

t
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It is, 1 am aware, difficult or impossible to define Precisely the boundaries of the power
of the grand juries in bringing under the notice of the court whatever they may regard asa
violation ofthe law. We can look ony to usage and to the immutable principle ofjustice ;
and I must avow the difficulty whichI find to reconcile the proceedings on this occasion
with either.

First, as to usage. So far as my information extends, no grand jury in this country has
ever attempted to convert its presentments into a vehicle for impugning the conduct of
individuals, either in their public capacity or in private life, except when such charges have
been relevant to the matter of some indictment to be preferred against the parties so accused.
Neither am I aware that any grand jury in England has ever drawn up such accusations in
the controversial and reproachful style employed in this presentment. Still less can I
suppose thatgrand juries are accustomed to found such heavy imputations upon the mere
quotation to them, by one of their own number, of a letter received by him from some
unnamed correspondent. ,
As to the justice of this proceeding, it is obvious that no reputation is safe if any body

of gentlemen are at liberty thus to promulgate charges of which the accused party has no
notice, and which it is impossible for him to bring to the test of a judicial inquiry. Messrs.
Baynes and Palmer had it not in their power to insist upon indictments being framed

inst them, because the imputed offences, however grave, were not of an indictable nature;
neither could they bring actions for defamation against their accusers, because the grand
jury are of course privileged against any such responsibility. Thus these gentlemen could
ave no resource, except in an appeal to the public journals, a remedy to which it is

scarcely reasonable that any of the King’s subjects should be left. Nor can I perceive any
necessity for such a mode of bringing forward a charge against a public officer. If an
party had a reasonable ground of complaint against a special magistrate, that complaint
might, without difficulty, be preferred to the Governor, by whom such an investigation could
be directed as he might think it his duty to institute, with a view to that redress which he
has in such case the power of applying.
As to the truth of the charges, it is my duty to offer some observations. Mr. Baynes has

adduced, in refutation of the charges affecting him, such evidence as I am bound to declare
not only satisfactory but complete. Whether it is possible to repel the force of his proofs
by any counter testimony I am of course unable to determine ; but, confining myself to the
documents before me, I must regard this gentleman‘as having been subjected to an im-
putation as unfounded as it is serious. With respect to Dr. Palmer, whatever views I ‘may
entertain of his conduct as exhibited in other parts of your correspondence, and allowing
that some want of caution was evinced by him on the occasion in question, I am constrained
toadmit that he has refuted the substance of the charge made against him by the grand
jury, by showing that the words spoken by him do not require or warrant the construction
which they have received. Yet both Mr. Baynes and Dr. Palmer remain burthened with
these disgraceful imputations before the public at large; nor do I know how they can be
fully relieved from the effect of these imputations. It is, however, but due to them that
poricity should be given to the sentiments which I have felt it my duty to address to you
with reference to this case.

I have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

(True extract.) C. H. Darling, Secretary.

 

(No. 2.)

Exrracr of a LETTER from C. H. Darling, Esq. to Mr. Special Justice Baynes, dated
the King’s House, 23d November 1836.

I am instructed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 21st instant.

ou are perfectly aware that your case, in having had your bill thrown out and severereflections cast on you by the grand jury of Middlesex, has been sent home to the Secretary
of State to know whether his Lordship approved of your prosecuting ex officio, and would
Provide for the expense, and what other course he would advise.
His Excellency must decline forwarding your further appeal to Lord Glenelg on the

subject, enclosed in your letter of the 21st instant to Mr. Hill, not only because it has been
already acted on, but because you thought proper to address a letter yourself, through the.
public rints of the island, direct to the foreman and grand jury.

._ His Excellency can hardly bring himself to believe that a gentleman who so long served
in the army could be ignorant of the principle of official rule, that no public officer has a
right to appeal to the public pending any matter of reference to those to whom he is
subordinate ; such a course would, in most instances, fetter, compromise or restrain the
decision of the authority appealed to, by the public being previously possessed of all the
circumstances,

n these grounds his Excellency declines forwardin any further representation of
bene ic with the grand jury, an your letter to Lord Glenelg is therefore returned

ewith,
521,
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No. 650.

Enclosures in
No. 550.

164 PAPERS RELATIVE .TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 550.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
the King’s House, Jamaica, 8th August 1836.

“In making to you my usual report on the general state of the island, I have
little more to say than to assure you of my conviction that there was no truth
whatever in the representation that a bad spirit exists amongst the apprentices of
St. James’s parish. I have not. received answers to all my letters; but from
those which have reached me, I have no difficulty in pronouncing a decided
opinion. Should I see any cause to change it, I will not fail to make your
Lordship acquainted with my reasons for so doing.”

 

Enclosures in No. 550.

List of DocuMENTs.

No. 1. Inspector Daly’s report, showing the unwillingness of the inhabitants ofSt. James’s
to accommodate the police. "

No,’ 2. List of fines for oppression for July; St. James’s still occupying the first place.
No. 3. Return of miles travelled, &c. during July.
No. 4. Further communication from Mr. Baynes, showing the contumacious feeling of the

magistrates of St. John’s, and that a parish subscription had been entered into to
: prosecute him. co oS

No. 5. Mr. Dillon’s report of time and medicine allowed on Ballantoy estate to free children
and their mothers.

No. 6. Valuation by Mr. Davis, showing the high rate of value of a negro per day.
No. 7%. The religious manner in which the Ist of August was passed by the apprentices in

Trelawny.—Mr. Price.
No. 8. Mr. Nolan’s report of the apprentices working cheerfully in Vere, the ist of

August not having been there given as a holiday.
No. 9. All ships went away full from Black River.
No. 10. First of August in Clarendon.—Mr. Chamberlain.
No. 11. Mr. Harris.—Case of two women complaining of being overworked.
No, 12.. Mr. Harris.—Case of George Walsh an apprenticed labourer.

 

(No. 1.)

Sir, Trelawny, 18 July 1836.
I nave the honour to inform you that I inspected the police stationed at Dumfries and

Orange Hill on Wednesday the 13th inst.; at the former station the men appeared to be
getting into a better state of health, althoughI regret to have learned yesterday the death of
another man. These men, considering the melancholy state in which they were in from
sickness since they (the greater part) joined the service, are improving in discipline; their
present quarters are as comfortable as it is possible for Mr. Dunstone to make those build-
ings which are only intended for the manufacture of sugar; there is a large carpenter’s shop
which has been made available to the use of part of the men, and I ordered sub-inspector
Bayley to employ the men themselves in making this building more secure from bad weather
and more comfortable. I sincerely regret to say that in St. James’s no step whatever has
been taken to prepare any place for the police. I spoke to many of the most influential
gentlemen there, Mr. George Gordon among the rest, but the result was that these gentle-
men stated the parish could not afford todo anything, and that they knew of no suitable
place that could be procured; it therefore appears that we shall ultimately, when we are
obliged to leave Dumfries, have to go into Montego Bay, and all other parts the most
important of the parish will be left without the services of the police.

he police under the command of sub-inspector Chrystie, at Orange Hill, maintain, I am
happy to say, in the highest degree their respectable character, and, with .a few cases of
measles excepted, are in perfect health, getting into a high state of discipline, and on the
whole a fine bod .

This station is indeed a splendid one, and I am in great hopes that we will be enabled to
retain it; a Mr. Davis, who is now in treaty for its purchase, assured me that if he bought
it he would be most happy to accommodate the police there still, and although it is not
central in the parish, yet it is near to some of the largest estates in Trelawny; and as both
our stations are at the extremities of the parish, the duty becomes divided equally, and both
being very healthy, the men are always effective and ready for service, besides which there

are many short roads that would bring our men ina very short time to the centre of the
parish,

The men at Orange Hill are putting up houses for their families; and for that purpose
have built a lime kiln.

I cannot but observe that the police, with all the exertions that can be possibly used, are
at present subject to many evils, the want of regular barracks, the disinclination on the

pa



part of most of the local authorities in many parts of the country to render the slightest
support, and the opportunity afforded our men by the annual bill, of leaving us just at the

moment we have made them efficient, all conspire to render the ultimate success of our best

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 16a

exertions at least problematical under the present system. There are duties too under the

present regulationwhichare of a mostdifficult character, but if not performed would give

offence to the local authorities: that of stopping grass and taking it away from negro appren-

tices, who take it, as well as wood, into the towns. Many indeed, I am led to elieve, are

allowed this as a boon or return for some service, yet should the overseer or person in charge

be out of the way in the evening, the time for carrying these articles in for sale, or should

be in ill humour at the moment, which would debar the negro from getting a ticket, the

lice law requires that these articles should be seized by the police.
I cannot, in the discharge of my public duty, suppress these sentiments, being perfectly

aware that his Excellency the Governor expects full information on these su

knowing your own very great anxiety for the inte
T have, &c.

R. Daly, Inspector Cornwall Police.(signed)
W. Ramsay, Esq., Inspector-General.

rests of the police service.

 

(No. 2.)

bjects, and

JAMAICA.

 

FINES Imposed on Overseers and others, in July 1836, under the Abolition Act; extracted rom Special Magistrates’Reports,

 

 

NAME ,

DATE. PLACE, of Complainant. Defendant. COMPLAINT. Decision. PARISH,

Magistrate.

Fined :
. £. 8 d,

July 1] New Battle -| Patrick Dunne| Elizabeth Davies |Mr. Murray «- illegal confinement - - -{| 2 — —| St. David.

June 29| Rural Vale - | J.K. Dawson| Richard Papley -|H..N. Speed -| for beating him - = - - =| 3 — +] St. Thomas-y*

{ : , East.

July 1] Spring Vale -| - -  - | Edward Allen ~| John Laing - asstult ~ + = © eof 2 = = [= ditto.

June 10| Burrowfeld +|David Ewart -]| W.J. Taylor -| J. Spinks  -j illegal confinement ~ - eof 2 + -|-@ ditto.

July 1 Court House -| W. Finlayson {| Robert Dance - Mr. Bruce -| flogginghim = - - - -{ 8 — —{ St. James.

-  4| Golden Spring - | J. Gurley -} Stewart, Francis | A. Sutherland | illegal confinement - - -{ 2 = —| St. Andrews.

- 2!/Cout »-  -!J5.Hulme «| IsaacCosely -| James Ritchie | strikingandabusinghim - -{ 2 — —| Hanover.

- 1] Kingston - +| H. Moresby - | Phoebe Thompson| John La Cost assault + = - + +f 2 = ~| Kingston,

_ - - - ~ «- = |Jessey + +4 Mr. Verley -| ditto - = = = «f & = =]e aitto.

_ - - - - - | Alexander Barned} Edward - ~| ditto - - - - -~| 2 —- -|- ditto.

- 2] Alley - ~~} JamesNolan~| Jane Morgan +| James Rose -| ditto = 2 = = =| 5 = =] Vere.

- 14 Kenmay Grove «| J. Waddington|Edward Deans ~| Robert Chance stikinghim - - - +} 110 =] St. Ann.
— - s  « - «=  « | Christina Passby|Edward Deans| striking her - + + +{ 2dollars,|- ditto.

- 9] Aylmers -  -| Mr. Baynes -} William Mitchell| James Breary | working him beyond time - = - £.2 —- —| St. John.
= 61} Cave River ~| T. A. Dillon - 4 Thomas Wood -| Mr. Arkinstall | illegalconfinement - - - 3 — =| St. Ann.

- 11| Hontfield - -|W. Finlayson |Ann Campbell - |Mr.Hyslop - ditto -  - ~.- of 2 = —| St. James.
- -8&| Hibernia - «+{|H.Kent .-{} GeorgeSmith +| Mr.M‘Dermott collaring and throwing him down - | 2 — —| Port Royal.

~ 614 Industry - ef} - « | John Thomas ~]| Mr. Watt -j beatinghim - - - -! @ —~ —~{f- ditto,

-. 8| Montroze - . | B.S. Lambert| Caroline Farkson | H. Stevenson-| illegal confinement - - -]| L = —{| St. Mary’s,

- 12] Oxford « ~+|M.H.Bell -| Henry Wallace - | W.M‘Leish -| assault - + -. = +] 8 = —| St, Elizabeth,

- 18| Catherine Mount |W. Camaby -|Mr. Browne, Ed, Reynolds | casedismissed = ~ - - IMr. Browne} St. James.

. owner. . 1 L forlock
ing him up.

_ Fairfield - -| = «= «+ | D. Malcolm -| Mr. Henderson| oppression ~ = «= +] =10 =~j- ditto.

- 19| Moss Side - ~|W.H.Brownson| Charles Campbell| A. M‘Gilvray assault . - . - 2 — «| St. Andrew.

- 13] Seven Rivers -| R.B. Facey -|Robert Main, over- T. Gordon and| insufficiency of labour - -|-- case dis-| St. James.

seer. 5 apprentices ‘ missed,Mr.
: o-— Main 51.

~ 14] Running Gut -]| W. Finlayson { Eleanor Wilson» | Mr. Jessop +| not paying wages - - ef} 2 += =] ditto,

- 16] Mandeville «1 J. W. Grant -| J. Walker - -] Mr. Britton -| takinghis Saturday - - -} & — +| Mancheste:,

- 181! Coyrt - - |G.D. Gregg - | Ann Ringrose - T. Smelley -| assault - . - - -{| 5 — -| Trelawny.

- 16] Spanish Town -| G.O. Higgins | Jane Brown - D. Wilkin -| ditto =~ “= - -{ 1 — —| St. Catherine.

~ 16} Rodney Hall +} Dr. Palmer - Chloe Stewart -| Mr. Tucker -| assaulting her child - - -f l- - St. ‘Thomas-y®.

: ale.

= 18] Pickwith - ~»| A. Welch -| James Campbell | Mr. Newman- | making false accusation - -{ 1 — =| Manchester.

- 20| Weybridge -| J.K. Dawson { Neptune - -| T. R. Prillen =| ‘assaulting him ~ - - -| 2- - e Thomas-y®.
ast.

= 21] Green Castle -|Thos. Davies - | Robert M‘Leod-j - =  « | += for kicking and confining two} 110 —| St. Mary’s.

. apprentices.

- 22 New Savanna -| J. Daughtrey- Elizabeth Johnson| Mr. M‘Cleary SPP for locking her up with an| -- 22 for| St. Elizabeth,
old man and boy, one night. disregard

of decency.

- 19} Jock’s Lodge -| G.D. Gregg -| AlexanderCoteral; Wm. Brown -| assault - = - = -| 5 - = Trelawny.

~ 25|Moneague «| H. Laidlaw - |} John Davis -{ Mr. Calder -| striking him = = - - -| 2 -— - | St. Ann

- - - - . - | Ann Davis ejo- - - |assault - - - - -| 5 = -l[= ditto.

= 25| Kingston - ~| H. Moresby -| M. Harris - =| Miss Craddock| ditto - - - . -] 2 — -| Kingston.

521.
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RETURN of the Number of Miles Travelled, Estates Visited, &c. &c., by Special Magistrates, in July 1836.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(No. 3.)

 

 

  
 

 
   

   
     

  

   

   

   

 
     

 

          
 

——
Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending TOTALS
7 Jaly 1836. 14 July 1836. 21 July 1836. 28 July 1836. °

gals 2 3/8 23\2 2s 2s )gels |. 3 . s . SHS : $2 gSig fslbdlals Peels|< Feels HPL 3 le2les|4wames (sia ecel2 (2 Geeels (2 Seces(2 geou = | 2 [eel eslme 4 0 2 oe 2 ame .ormaciommares. |e 1F [eSele le esleal Ele Goalie |e geea| g | 2 [38 )42)58126 a aing 2 & 2 [%@ oles 2 19 o|9'E ” n a ®| 3|g ciec|2| 2 22122)2| 2 22/22)3 zeisfc] s | § |g2)%8) 3
B/S i844 [ela es2a |S aloes 15/8 se | S| ge 188 2

Alley, Wm. H. - -]| 99] 171 9] —] 84/11/11] - - Unwell -| 87 | 13 | 1k | - | 270 35 31 8 -Baines, T.J. - - -| 78,12 )22] -}89! 41 31 ~ 986 | 19 | 19 | -}17} 6] 6) -| 270) 41] 40] a]Baynes, E. D. - - -} 82/27 315] -§—50/]15) 7] - hol 20 16 ~|- - I «- -]} 233 52 38 40; 30Bedford, T.S. - - -| Takinga District. [85 ]14|] 7] ~ Changing District|28 8 | 6] -] 113 22 13 19 -Bell, W.A. « - -}55)15)10; ~756}14) 9} -— | 891 161,13] ~J45 | 131104 -—] 245 58 42 63! 4Bourne, S. - - -]39) 7) 3S) -~]7L| 12) 5] - 780) 16/14) -]- In Kingston -] 190 85 22 43 (switchingBrownson, W.H.  - -;29/ 9] 8| -]756) 18] 7; - | 56) 1r] 6] -]48; 8] 3} -T 1s9 39 24 58| 297Camaby, Wm. - -[45} ~j| -]| -—]7 12] 1 ~1 =— [52] 20; 10) - 156 6 6] - 165 27 15 21 .Cocking,R. - +  -| 85| 27| 18| 89|No Return received| 72| 26| 21 | —]68 | 25 {21} -—{ 925| 128 60 | 20} 129Chamberlaine, R. N. -|72/16( 8] -188{ 6 |] 4| - U76/13(11' -~j98 |} 12] 7] -1 $34 47 30 40; 1sCoope,Rd.S. - = -/33;11) TL -F-  - Removing from Hanover to St, John - 33 il 7 4{ «
Danson, H. W. - -] 84/16/13 | - [67 ; 9, 8] -~]97| 14] 11 -358) 7 6; -] 306 46 38 9} &Dauzhtrey, J. - - -} 31 8} 5) —-£47 | 13711} -} 791141 9] ~f 41} 10 9} - 198 45 34 20 -Davies, Thos. - - -}]60/19;16); —{ 60/14} 8] -] 80{14}12] —I[ 65 9 5] -] 285 56 41 27) 9%Dawson, J. K. - -]/ 40; 11 &!} =—181;310]10] -] 39] 10 8} -[ 387/47 |} isp + 147 48 36 27 | 4%Dillon, T.A.  - - - Medical Certificate 1133|26 | 25 | -— [151 | 21[19} ~ [131] a7 | a3] — 415 74 67 14] 26
Dunne, Patrick - -|63 |20] 12) ~][ 88/19/10) -]li8 |20117 | -feetig} si - 330 71 42 39) 4Ewart, D. - - ~| 69} 7 6] -781),12] 8] +] 51 8| 7) -] 567 91 4j ~~] 248 36 24 18 -Facey, R.B. - 9] %4) 4] -| ~P2at 2) -! - {05} 171 5) —] Attending Investi- | 203 23 5 29 |switehing

jgation at Hazelymphi
Finlayson, W. - - -]45{ -| -t =-750/10;/; 8! -[ 75/20; 12/ —~[63; 8; 6) — 188 38 26 7 -at Cambridge.
Fishbourne, E. E. - - {65 117,14 | ~]55] 10} 4  £52' 161121 -]76)18} 15; -—] 948 61 44 72| 296Gregg,G.D. - - -|- - - Medical Certificate ofillhealth - - -~fe62! 9] 4] — 62 9 4 17, %Gurley, John - + -{[94),16J11] -974| 9, 7] ~4 Onleaveofabsence] 67| 9| 8] — 235 33 26, 22; WGrant, John W. - -}64/ 8) 7] ~ {100/13 |10/ -[113 | Of 7] - 103 | 24] 23} ~F ge0 54 47 25 -
Gordon, George - -;66] 9} 6] -[54) 9] 8] - | On leave of absence] 88/ 4/ 5] -1 158 22 19; 4} 4Hamilton,C.  - . -]| 78 |22/18| ~| 67) 24; 14] -] 73,23 )18; ~190] 31] a2} — ~ 100 72 30 [owitehingHarris, James - - -[77,11/ 45 -] 80,17] 7] -f12]17} 10} ~} 85) 20}11] —| a54 65 32} 107| ditto
Hawkins, C.  - - -| 60/21; 14{ — | 66/18| 15 ~7 44/14; 11 -7>55)18| 6] — | 9225 71 56 24 -Higgins,G.O,- + +-| 64/17/16 { -} 77/28) 22) -] 65/26/23) ~] 74/26/22] ~1 300] o7| ss} a5{ -Hill, Richard - - ef =f ~-P -[ wt ewfo=-] -] -P -> -7 -7 -~7> -]7 -7 -~G - - - - 83 -
Hewitt, William - - 7] 68 | 10 7! ~-955' 8) 7] -[62) 7] at -t7 9| 7] -| 256 36 25 18| 18
Hulme, J.R. - . -|- - Unwell - - {Changing District-[48 | 71 6! -fe6aliaiig|] — 112 21 18 4 1465
Jones, T. W. o - + | No Return received] - - Removing from St. Thomas in the Vale to Hanover « - - - - -
Kelly, D.W. - - - | 55 | 13} 10; -| 90] 15 )13 | ~4§79)13)12]| -785517,14, - 309 58 49 15 -Kent, Henry - . -=(691/12/; 9! —| 89) 21)17}--f 70] 11 9} -— [102 | 20] 17) -—4 330 64 52 25 -Laidlaw,Henry - -]65 }16{11 | -—[{ 70) 16/12], -{71] 14 9] -]71)16)12| -f azz 62 44 3] 9Lambert, R. S. - -|48]14/ 10) ~] 50/16) 17/ -f 41} 12] 9] -]47113)10}) -] Ise] 55 361 65) 1%Lloyd, Samuel - = == 104] 19 | 12} ~] 84/13/10} -}90]14} 9| -fo90]}i18/3151 -1 363| 641 ae} 37| 9Lyon,E.B. - - -{91/12/ 8] - [117] 22/11] -] 85/32/32] -[foolaz|ya} — 383 58 44 37, 4Marlton, W.F, - -|59!' 7| 6! ~Jo90'iz' st -t71} 9] 51 ~Je7lin} 6{ ~} 307/ 39] o1| 60! 2Moresby,H. - = «f- + «© © =  « KingstonnoDistrict - - - . 2 ge ~ - ~!| Go} %
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(No. 4.)

Aylmer’s, 30th July 1836.

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands per memorandum, No. 4461, requiring a
statement of the prisoners confined in the St. John’s house of correction, to enable your

Excellency to judge of the expediency of ordering their release, I enclosea list furnished me
by Mr. Thomas, the supervisor. When Ivisited the institution on the 20th instant, I found

to my great surprise, that the unfortunate prisoners were still fed on corn, though the regu-

lations of the institution expressly state that ground provisions only shall be served out to
them; I found on inquiry that a quart of corn and half'a shad was the whole of the suste-

nance allowed for 24 hours, certainly insufficient to keep them from suffering severely from

the pangs of hunger, and to protect them from the dreadful diseases so often brought on in
prisons by insufficiency or improper description of food. I am sorry moreover to add, that
the local magistrates have again ordered the unhappy females detained in the house of
correction, not as convicts, but simply on suspicion of desertion, to be chained by the neck;
an act as illegal as savage, against which I warmly protest, and call on your Excellency in
your exalted capacity of protector of the rights of all, without distinction, of the poor and
lowly as well as the rich and powerful, to interpose with the strong hand of authority (for
my jurisdiction is utterly defied and set at nought) to protect these helpless and suffering
women, who have none but God and your Excellency to look to for redress.

It is a fact, my Lord, a fact which when known in England will excite consternation and
indignation, that females unconvicted of any crime are now in Jamaica, in the third year of
emancipation, still liable to be chained by the neck like dogs at the pleasure or caprice (for
that it is contrary to the “ Act for the abolition of Slavery” I fearlessly assert and maintain)
of the local magistrates, in utter disregard of the oral directions and written convictment of
the special justice, who alone has any lawful jurisdiction under the said Act over the
apprentices.

Lord, a meeting took place on Saturday last at Point Hill, convened for the purpose
oftaking my conduct into consideration for daring to ascertain that my own directions and
sentences were not exceeded ; and for this offence it was resolved by the said meeting that
Ishould be prosecuted at the expense of the parish. I humbly entreat your Excellency will
extend towards me that protection of which I have so much need, by placing the charges
I have already forwarded to your Excellency, with several others I have now to add, in the
hands of the Attorney-general, to proceed against the parties complained ofaccording to law;
and I earnestly entreat permission from your Excellency to bind over at once the witnesses
that will be wanted for the Crown.

(signed) E. D. Baynes.
The Marquis of Sligo,

ke. &e. &e.

 

(No. 5.)

My Lord, Retirement Great House, 2d August 1836.
Knowine your Excellency prefers facts to assertions, and to corroborate further the

tone of feeling between manager and apprentice in this district, I beg leave to enclose an
abstract from the hot-house book at Ballantoy of the number of days which the children’s
mothers have been allowedtoabsent themselves from labour whilst nursing their sick off-
spring, from the 28th March to the 27th July inclusive. Both the mothers and fathers of
these children have proved themselves worthy of this liberal and humane management, as
they profess gratitude and willingness to serve the property on every occasion of necessity or
emergency.

T have, &c.
Marquis of Sligo, &c. &c. &e. (signed) T. A, Dillon, S. J.

28 March:

Isabella Nicholas -  - five days and three doses of physic.
Sarah Campbell - - four days and six doses.
Rebecca Fullarton ~ one day and three doses.
Kate Bygrave - twelve days and four doses.
Frances Ewitt - nine days and three doses.
Fanny Frances - twelve days.
Rachel Brown ~ five and a half days and two doses.
Adam Brown - four days and three doses.

27 July, days due at date:

Kitty Lewis -
Bessy Downing
Isabella Brown
Charlotte Aily
Emily Fullarton
Kitty Dawrance

~ five and a half days and four doses of physic.
- twelve and a half days and four doses.
- seven days and four doses.
~ two and a half days and two doses.
- four days and four doses.
~ seven and a half days and four doses.

JAMAICA.
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Vatuation Return.
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Highgate, St. Mary’s, 19 July 1836,
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. Age. Health. CLASS.

 

Agnes Knight, of Esher estate - 33 good -.

  
- | Predial attached; field-

labourer.

A. D. Cooke, esq., Assistant Justice,
Thomas Davies, Special Justice.

Witness for estate, Edward Nelson, overseer, sworn :—-Does not name a magistrate. That
Agnes Knight is a field-woman, in good health, industrious habits, and is now paying 5s,
per diem to jobbers for digging cane holes, and she is well worth to the estate 20 J, per annum,
and valued at that sum.

Apprentice witness :—Declares she has none, and does not object to the above justice.

 

  
 

s. a.
Annual value, per annum - -- - 290 - —
For four years - - - - - -| 80 ~ =
Deduct one third, (contingencies) - - - -{ 2613 4

Net Sum awarded - - - - - - £.) 58 6 8

Not paid. ;
(signed) Thomas Davies, Special Justice.

(No. 7.)

My Lord, Weekly Brief Report, ending 2 August 1836.
Tuts week we have had continued fine seasons, and everything is going on tolerably well

everywhere in this district. .
Yesterday was observed as a holiday, and religious ceremonies performed which were won-

derfully well attended, and I have the honour to report to your Excellency the most perfect
tranquillity and order prevail in this beat.

(signed) S. Price, S. M.
The Marquis of Sligo, &c. &c. &c.

 

(No. 8.)
My Lord, Olive Park, Vere, 3 August 1836.

I nave the honour herewith to enclose my weekly diary, also a monthly return ofproperties
visited, which [ trust your Lordship will find correct. . ;

I am sure it will be gratifying to your Excellency to perceive 29 important properties out
of the 33 visited this week without a single complaint from master or apprentice. I have
now every reason to suppose, my Lord, that the advice I have often endeavoured to impress:
on the minds of the apprentices as to the actual necessity of obedience and industryas the
only means of ensuring their own happiness both now and hereafter, has had the desired
effect, from the tranquil and prosperous state of my district. ,

I am also happy to observe for the information of your Excellency, that theanniversary of
the great change im the negro population from slavery to freedom, passed off without any
apparent emotion in the minds of the apprentices. There has been a general good and cheerful
turn out on all the estates in this parish on Monday the 1st instant, which I am confident
your Excellency will be pleased to learn.

 

I have, &c. .
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Nolan, Special Justice.

Ke. &e. ke.

(No. 9.)
My Lord, St. Elizabeth, 2 August 1836.

Tue second anniversary of the abolition has passed, and everything in this quarter
maintains its accustomed course of tranquillity and order, and comparative industry. Not a
single application has this year been made to me to know if the Ist of August was a holiday,
so well are the apprentices now informed upon every point connected with their new condi-
tion. That the date still excites a lively interest in their minds is, however, very evident.
little incident may be mentioned in proof of this: having in the early part of last month an
investigation to make in presence of some white people and negroes, and being for the
moment doubtful as to the exact day of the month, I inquired, and was immediately answered
correctly by one of the common apprentices, to the surprise I believe of all present.
The various ships from this port left yesterday, all with overflowing cargoes. Besides
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those which statedly resort to it, several called from other places to fill up, and yet no incon-
siderable quantity of produce still remains, for which room was not found.

lL have, &c.
(signed) John Daughtrey.

(No. 10.)

My Lord, Lime Savanna, Clarendon, 3 August 1836.
I nave the honour to forward my report for the past week, and to confirm my last account

of the tranquillity of the district.

The anniversary of the ever memorable 1st of August passed off with perfect quietness.
On that day I met several large gangs of labourers working out road allotments, and could
perceive no extraordinary demonstrations amongst them, further than my receiving hearty
congratulations as I went along.
The Marquis of Sligo, T have, &c.

&e. &e. &e. (signed) R. Chamberlaine, Special Justice.

 

(No. 11.)

Extracto a LETTER from Mr. Special Justice Harris to the Marquis of Sligo, dated
St. Thomas in the Vale, Charlton, 1 August 1836.

“YESTERDAY two women from Recess came to me to complain of their being worked every
day considerably longer than they should have been ; they also gave me a horrible descrip-
tion of the hot-house and dungeon (as they designated the place) at Recess. They represented
it as being a cellar under ground, dug out of the earth, under the dwellinghouse, like a
place where wine is kept; not a window in it; a ground floor. It is used indiscriminately
as an hospital and dungeon ; that there were in it two coffin cases that were used in former
times; one of the coffin cases was destroyed, the other still there, but not used; that there
were also stocks there, &c. From this description I apprehended that this lock-up room and
hospital must be a very improper place indeed, and now fully perceive the cause of Mr.
Gyles’ continued and determined resistance in preventing me from inspecting these places on
Recess, in obedience to your Lordship’s instruction. I, however, all along suspected that all
was not right, and I should have considered it my duty to have persevered until I did suc-
ceed in inspecting this ‘hallowed’ spot, and satisfied myself whether it was such a proper

place as the law would tolerate to be used on any place, particularly on a private property,
nt due respect and obedience to your Excellency’s commands* restrained my anxiety on

this point.”

(No. 12.)

Exrract of a LETTER from Mr. Special Justice Harris to the Marquis of Sligo, dated
St. Thomas in the Vale, Charlton, August 1, 1836.

On Saturday last an apprentice, named George Walsh, to Bybrook, complained to m
that he had enjoyed the responsible and honorary distinction of constable and superinten
dent (i. e, driver) of the second gang, that he had lately been degraded without cause, and
made to work as a common field-labourer with his hoe and bill; that he was not any longer
considered as a constable, and was not required or permitted to perform any daty in that
capacity, and asked redress at my hands. Allow me to solicit your Excellency’s opinion
and advice on this case :—-Whether it can be considered as a wrong and injury under the
49th clause? Whether I can afford any, and what redress to the complaining party?

 

—No. 551.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
the King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 13th August 1836.

_ Havine recently written to your Lordship on the subject of hospital abuses,
it will not be my duty on the present occasion to write more thana few lines on
the subject of this despatch. In Mr. Harris’s letter of the 1st August, which has
been sent home to your Lordship by the last packet, you will see that a com-
plaint was made by ‘two women belonging to the Recess Estate, of whom Mr.
Nicholas Gyles, the prosecutor of Mr. Harris before, is the proprietor of the im-
proper place which was made use of as an hospital and a dungeon. This place
had once before been pointed out to me as being of a most improper description,

and

 

* Note by the Marquis of Sligo.—‘ Not to force an entry at the risk of personal collision.”
521,
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and Mr. Gyles himself had been fined for his treatment of a man, Martin Maid-
rennot, in this very place.

Feeling it to be necessary that some examination of this place ought to be
made, and that the Abolition Act, 54th clause, justified the special justice indoing
so, I directed Dr. Palmer and Mr. Harris to go there, and to assert their right to
inspect them. JI assured them that they would be resisted, and that taking care
not to commit themselves by any breach of the peace, it would be their duty to
submit to any assault that might be inflicted on them, and that the moment any
such took place, they were immediately to retire and report the same to me.
Their report of what took place at Recess I have the honour to enclose. Your
Lordship will see therein to what an extent Mr. and Mrs. Gyles went, and the
effect it had on the negroes of Recess and the adjoining properties.

I have ordered the affidavits of these two magistrates to be submitted to the
Attorney-general, with directions that Mr. Gyles should be prosecuted forthwith
for this assault, and for the obstruction to the special justices in the execution of
their duty. I trust that the bills may be found by the grand jury; if not, I shall
certainly direct the Attorney-general to prosecute ex officio.

 

Enclosure in No. 551.

St. Thomas in the Vale,
My Lord, Wednesday night, 10 August 1836.

WE deem it our duty to lose not a moment in laying before your Excellency a particular
report of the proceedings of this day.

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions we this morning proceeded to Recess planta-
tion, the property of Mr. Nicholas Gyles, both to hold our court and to inspect the hospital
and cell or lock-up room, about which such serious complaints had been laid before us by
different apprentices.
On our arrival at Recess we found Mr. Gyles with two of his friends, Mr. Anderson, the

overseer of Palm, and a Mr. Henry Rees, also a planter; those gentlemen were there
evidently by design.
On Mr. Harris asking Mr. Gyles if he had any business to come before us, Mr. Gyles

replied, that he had a multitude of cases for trial, but should bring none before us; that he
considered us incompetent to hold the commission; that no gentleman in the parish could
think of bringing cases before us after the resolutions of the magistrates, and the present-
ment of the grand jury, until they heard from the executive; that we encouraged the appren-
tices to come to us at Charlton on Sundays, when we laid down plans for the ruin and
destruction oftheir masters ; that we encouraged them in idleness, instead of endeavouring to
promote industry; that he could prove that Mr. Harris had said, that he would rule and
tyrannize over the planters of St. Thomas in the Vale more than ever Dr. Palmer could be
able to do, and that he was therefore totally unfit to “administer his Majesty’s commis-
sion.”

During this torrent of invective we remained perfectly calm, and scarcely made asingle
remark ; when it was over Mr. Harris observed, “If you have no business for us, Mr.Gyles,
there are some complaints of apprentices which we shall have.to inquire into.”
We sent for a woman, named Ann Lea; before her arrival, Mr. yles, notwithstanding his

previous determination to bring no cases before us, charged two men with deficiency of
work in sawing boards. He afterwards brought two more cases before us, which we
very patiently inquired into, and adjudicated on.
The complaint of Ann Lea of being assaulted and dragged on the ground for the pur-

pose of being put into confinement in the hospital on Sunday, was then tried and clearly
proved, and we fined Mr. Gyles 3 J. .
The gang then came before us with a charge of being defrauded of their time, but as it

was then nearly six o’clock, we adjourned the court till the following morning.
Before taking our leave, Mr. Harris said, “We have another duty to perform ; we have

the Governor’s directions to inspect your hospital and lock-up room, against which serious
complaints have been made by apprentices, and to report to his Excellency the condition we
find them in.” Mr. Gyles immediately replied, “Then I will obstruct you.”
We directed the police to follow us, and requested a free man, Frederick M‘Laughlan, to

show us the place. Mr. Gyles said, “I will show you where it is,’ and then led the way-
When arrived at the door of one of the cellars under the house, Mr. Gyles stopped, and
placing his back to the door-post said, “There, Sir.” Dr. Palmer, who was following close,
attempted to pass him, when Mr. Gyles laid his hands on him (Dr. P.), and violently pushed
him back ; he fell against Mr. Harris, who was close behind, and, but for that collision,
would, to a certainty, have fallen on his back ; the force Mr. Gyles used was quite enough to
have knocked down Dr. Palmer. Mr. Harris then attempted to pass into the building, when
Mr. Gyles laid hold of him by the collar with one hand, and ofbr. Palmer by the breast of
his coat with the other hand, and forcibly pushed us away from the door a second time.
At the same moment Mrs. Gyles rushed forward with a long stick and made a blow witha

er -
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her strength, but his servant rushed up and received the blow on his head, by which the

side of his hat was knocked in; the police immediately took Mr. Gyles into custody by our
orders, but we released him in a few seconds, when we found that his violence had ceased.
His friends were close at hand, but did not actively interfere
During this proceeding an apprentice, named Eliza Richards, who was present, and seeing

the violence used, screamed out that they were going to murder the magistrates; in an in-
stant the alarm was given, the whole body of the apprentices, who had before left the pre-
mises, came running back yelling and screaming in the most frightful manner; the scene
that ensued exceeds anything either of us had ever before witnessed for some time ; it became
impossible to calm the excitement that prevailed, they loudly declared that Mr. Gyles, along
with the overseer of Palm, had previously threatened us with personal violence, and were
quite sure that the overseer of Palm and Mr. Rees had been sent for on purpose to assist in
some outrage; two of the men declared that M‘Laughlan, the freeman, said in their pre-
sence, when they came up to the house, that if he had hada pistol in his hand he would
have shot Dr. Palmer. We could not satisfy the people’s minds as to the real nature of the
scuffle; they still insisted that a plan had been formed between their master and Mr.
Anderson
When at length we left Recess and were going down the hill, we met the entire gang ot

Palm Estate rushing with breathless haste to our protection; they also were in a state of
fearful excitement; the same impression had been made on their minds, that their overseer
and Mr. Gyles had formed some plot against our personal safety, and hearing the tremen-
dous noise made by the Recess people, although more than a mile distant, they felt assured
that some dreadful mischief was befalling us.

It may be necessary for us to mention that last week some of the Palm people and some
from Recess told Mr. Harris that we should be on our guard, and not go about without the

police, that Mr. Gyles and Mr. Anderson had been throwing out some dark hints, and that
t. Gyles had declared that in less than three weeks we should have a rope round our necks.

We treated them as idle words, but after what has passed this day, we deem it necessary to
lay this statement before your Excellency.
We must now leave it to your Excellency’s judgment as to what measures shall be

adopted, both as to the obstruction we have met with in the performance of our public duty,
and the violent assaults on our persons which we have experienced at the hands of Mr.
Gyles

We have, &c.
(signed) A. L. Palmer, Special Justice.

James Harris, Special Justice.

 

— No. 552. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 10th August 1836.

“ In reference to your despatch of the 28th June, relative to the throwing out
the bills against Whiteman and Nelson for flogging the female prisoners in St.
Andrew’s Workhouse, I have the honour to state that no reason was given for
their so doing, and that I have reason to think that the evidence sent home to
your Lordship waspreciselythat given before the grand jury. I cannot give
your Lordship any expectation that any result will follow the sending of such a
message to the Assembly as you direct. Your Lordship will remember that I
sent one precisely similar last winter, and that no notice was taken of it, and
that during the last Session I sent the Housea list of, I think, upwards of
40 cases, and that no notice was taken of that, at least no vote was come to.

“No good whatever would result here from ex-officio informations ; though J
tried one case last Grand Court, which is to come to trial in October, in a cause
pen nearly similar: if success attends that effort I will direct a continuance
of it.”
 

Enclosure in No. 552.

Extract from the Vorzs of the Assembly of Jamaica, 17 November 1835.
Mr: Speaker,

His Excellency the Governor is compelled to request the attention of the legislature to the
Act for making farther provision for the building, repairing and regulating of gaols, houses
of correction, hospitals and asylums, for the purpose of completely guarding against certain
abuses, which, if not specifically declared to be illegal, are liable to occur in the adminis-
tration of the law.

It is plainly impossible that all the minute rules required for the good government of the
places of confinement and punishment, varying, as they must, with different circumstances,
abe introduced into a statute of the island. The power of making such rules was una-

1. voidabl

JAMAICA
 

No. 552

Vide Parliamen-
tary Papers respect-
ing the Abolition of
Slavery, 1836,
Part 3~1, page 376,

17 Nov. 1835.

Enclosure in
No. 552.



JAMAICA,

 

No. 553.

Vide Parliamen-
tary Papers respect-
ing the Abolition of
Slavery 1836,
Part3-1, page 368.

No. 534.

172 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

voidably delegated to the justices assembled at the general or quarter sessions, who must be
considered as the unexceptionable depositaries of such trust. Buta construction may, in
some instances, be given to a power thus delegated, completely at variance with the Wise
and humane regulations of the law for the Abolition of Slavery, which should always be
taken in connexion with any measure affecting that class of persons for whose benefit it wag
framed.

His Excellency understands that the power of inflicting corporal punishment, at their own
discretion, has been trusted to supervisors of workhouses ; those persons, however respect-
able they may be, are not, in his Excellency’s opinion, of the class in life to justify such
confidence. Instances which have recently come before the public, show that’ this is not a
loose assertion, and the fact that the magistracy, whom the spirit of the British con.
stitution entrusts with the power of summary punishment, are chosen out of another class,
confirms him in the sentiment. He hopes, therefore, that the supervisors may be deprived
of that power, and that it may be reposed in the magistrates, and no one else.
A much more serious breach, not only of the spirit, but even of the letter of the law, has

been committed under the supposed authority of the Act in question. His Excellenc
alludes to the rule permitting the use of the whip upon women by the superintendents of
tread-mills. This is a direct infringement on the 21st section of the Abolition Act, which
expressly forbids the whipping of the women under any circumstances; prisoners are like-
wise made subject to have their hair cut off for imputed or real misconduct; and even
untried persons have suffered this punishment; and, as His Excellency’s remonstrance on
the impropriety of this conduct has not occasioned such practices to bediscontinued or such
rules to be rescinded, he suggests to the House the necessity of some legislative interference,
prohibiting the adoption of these and any other regulations which may interfere in the
faithful compliance with the law for the Abolition of Slavery, without the spirit in which it
was enacted by Parliament, and adopted by the Council and Assembly of Jamaica.

 

— No. 553. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, August 13th, 1836.

“In reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th of June, relative to the
case of Sophy, of Berkshire Hall, and Martin the overseer, I have the honour to
inform you that he was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment by the judges of
the Grand Court, and that he underwent that punishment. Your Lordship very
naturally expresses a hope that this conduct will excite universal disgust, and
that he will lose his situation :; he did lose it, as does every other overseer who is
prevented from residing on the property by any cause, without the slightest
reference to the crime, or nature of the ‘cause of such absence. Since his dis-
charge from prison he has been, as is the habit, living about from estate to
estate, at the houses of the different overseers, at the expense of the proprietors
at home, and has not gota place. The reason of that, however, is, because since
the deficiency law has been suffered to expire, great numbers of overseers and
book-keepers have been dismissed, and I have no doubt, though I am not aware
of the precise fact, that many have, without specifying their former conditions,
enlisted in the police force, at stations where they are not known. Numbers are,
tomy knowledge, wandering about without employment, and a more worthless
drunken set than the majority, I am not acquainted with. To that is to be
attributed Martin’s not being employed; that it has nothing to do with his
offence will be proved to your Lordship by the fact that Joughlin the overseer,
who was fined and confined by the magistrates at Morant Bay, for tying an
apprentice to a putrid steer, is now again in full employment and in charge of
an estate as an overseer in the parish of Portland.”

 

~~ No. 554.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 23 August 1836.

“In making to your Lordship my usual report by each packet, on the general
state of the island, the last which, in all probability, it will be my duty to make
to you in the character of Governor of this colony, it is my pride and satisfac-
tion to be able to say, that I leave the administration of affairs in the hands of
my successor in as easy a state as can be well imagined. Th

ee e-
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“ The negroes everywhere behave in the most orderly manner. I must confess
that it is to me a source of much pratification that Iam to be succeeded here
by a man of Sir Lionel Smith’s experience, firmness and general capability; as
I feel confident, from what I know of his administration of the government of
Barbadoes, that one common feeling has directed our proceedings in almost a
parallel course; andIfeel assured that any deficiencies which may have appeared
in my manner of conducting the affairs of this colony, will be corrected by his
superior experience: into his hands with confidence doI commit the superin-
tendence of this most interesting measure, with a full confidence that its pros-
perity and success will be much promoted by his administration. I am not
aware that I need make any remark on the various documents, as usual enclosed,
excepting that my predictions as to the incorrectness of the reports of a bad
feeling in St. James’s parish have proved to be quite correct. There are also
some cases of valuation sent to your Lordship which abundantly confirm the
necessity of some alteration in the law, as laid down in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 11th July 1836, just arrived.”
 

Enclosures in No. 554.

(No. 1.)
My Lord, Aylmer’s, 1 August 1836.

I ENcLose your Excellency’s memorandum 15th July, No. 7004, respecting the valua-
tions of Richard Bennett and Letitia, which your Excellency considers unreasonably high.
The truth is, that there is now no discretion whatever left to the special magistrate in the
valuations; when the three magistrates take their seats at the board, they form a court,
to regulate their proceedings, aud decide according to the evidence brought before them.
The uncontradicted evidence on oath of Messrs. Collman and Hamilton estimated the
value of the services of Richard Bennett at 26/4 11s. 3d. per annum; hence the agree-
ment of all three magistrates to that sum; for on no account would they, in face of the
evidence, have been justified in affixing a lower valuation, without suspicion of collusion,
of which there could be none in this instance, on the part of the witnesses. For my part,
I make it a rule, when the witnesses differ, to give the apprentice the benefit of the lowest
estimation ; but when there is no difference, I hold myself. conscientiously bound to decide
by the evidence produced in court.
That the present high rates of valuation are an apparent, perhaps a real evil to the ap-

rentice, 1 am ready to admit; and most desirable would it be if Government would yet
interfere and fix a maximum at once, for the protection of the apprentice; for I do not hesi-
tate to say that it is an evil which will daily increase, and that a year hence the applicant
for a discharge from the apprenticeship will find his services valued _even still higher than

‘at present. The value of the services of the apprentice must and will continue to be
regulated by the price of labour in the market, and that is daily increasing. Mr. Lord, of
Bowerwood, in this parish, has refused to hire his people out for less than 2s. 11d. per day;
Jhave myself been asked 3s, 4d. for some work I wanted done; and Mr. Burrell, of

Vere, (your Excellency will perceive that I mention facts and names,) will not take less than
3s. 4d. for common labour. The demand for labour is so great, that the jobber will ask
and obtain the very highest sum that the price of sugar will enable the cultivator to give.
As sugar continues to rise, so will wages; and so also will the valuation set upon appren-
tices. If things go on at this rate, the daily price of labour will be 5s. before the termina-
tion of the apprenticeship. That this high price of labour will be fatal to the cultivation of
sugar after 1840, I am fully persuaded ; but that it will ruin the island I am very far from
thinking. Jamaica has numberless resources; necessity and enterprize will every day deve-
lope new means, with proper encouragement. But to revert to the price of labour, 2s. 11d.
or even 3s. 4d., is at present a very moderate rate of wages. Somedescriptions of labour
are vastly higher ; for example, 11/. per acre is a common demand for digging cane-holes.
Usubjoin a calculation, by which your Excellency will perceive that the daily rate of wages
amounts, in this instance, to no less than 5s. 73d.

 

  

9 sq. ft. £.11 price per acre.

30} 20

2724—1 sq. pole. Days’ labour 39)220(5s. 73d. daily wages,

40 195 one hand.

10,890 =. 1 sq. rood. 25
4 12

Cane holes . 300
4 ft. square. —16| 48,560 sq. ft. in an acre. 273

Daily taskk - 70 | 2,722 27
<a

Days - - - 39 nearly,
eevee 108 
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From these calculations, these manifest traths may be collected: that the result of the
apprenticeship system has far exceeded the calculations of the most sanguine; that the com.
plaints of the planters are unjust, unreasonable and groundless; and that the proprietor
will derive from the six years of apprenticeship more profit than he could have obtained
from 20 years of slavery.

; T have, &c.
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. D. Baynes.

&e. Ke. Ke.

P. S.—Since writing the above I have been informed that Mr. Thorp, of Pheenix, and
Houghton Grove, refuses to take less than 8s. 9d. per diem for his jobbers.

 

(No. 2.)

My Lord, Aylmer’s, 11 August 1836.
THE extreme importance of the present case must plead my excuse with your Excellency

for making it the subject of a report extraordinary. Julian, the apprentice whose case T
have more than once submitted to your Excellency’s consideration, and who, it appears,
was illegally committed by Mr. Justice Bell, is in a dying condition; that is, Mr. Thomas,
of the house of correction, and Mr. M‘Pherson, both admit that the medical attendant
has declared that he does not think that she will live. It was my intention to have ordered
her release this day, but in such condition I durst not remove her. I subjoin a copy of the
commitment; your Excellency will perceive that no name is mentioned in it.
The Marquis of Sligo.

&e. &e. &e.

1. Mr. Thomas,

Please receive into the house of correction the within-mentioned runaway, and have her
in safe custody until duly claimed by her overseer.

(On the back signed) § John ThomasBell.
18 June 1836.

2. Dear Sir, . Lemon Hall, 18 June 1836,
My head constable having taken up a runaway in the negro grounds, I must beg of

you to commit her to the workhouse, or advise the bearer how to act.
Hoping yourselfand family are well,

To John Thomas Bell, ours truly,
Point Hill. (signed) Alexander Gordon,

Such, my Lord, is the commitment of Julian; the following is no less illegal and extra-
ordinary, though not attended with such fatal consequences.

3. Dear Sir,

Wit you oblige me by committing the bearer prisoner to the lock-up room of the
barracks till Monday, when I shall take him to Mr. Baynes; I have no place ofsecurity
here, or at Retirement, or I would not trouble you.

Yours truly,
(signed) B. Harvey.

4. Mr, Thomas, June 18, 1835.
Receive the prisoner, agreeable to the above request, for safe custody untilMonday.

Your obedient servant,
(signed) John Thomas Bell.

I now come to two of my own commitments; those mentioned by me as sent by way of
experiment to the house of correction, in my last report.

5. To the Supervisor of the St. John’s House of Correction:

Receive into custody the body of John Edwards, a runaway. He is not to be worked out
of the institution, and 1s to be brought before me every time I visit the house of correction.

Hereof fail not, at your peril.

Given under my hand and seal this 29th day of July 1836.

(signed) =E. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.
(L.'8.)

This man was worked out of the institution at the time of my visit this day, and was not
brought before me, according to his commitment.

6. To the Supervisor of the St, John’s House of Correction:
Receive into custody the body of Sukey, a runaway from the service of Thomson & Nicol

and her keep until duly released according to law.’ This woman is on no account tobe
wor.
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worked out of the institution, nor is any collar or chain to be put on her; and she is to be
brought before me every timeI visit the institution.
Hereof fail not, in any particulars, at your peril.

Given under my hand and seal this 29th day of July 1836.
(signed) £. D. Baynes, Special Magistrate.

(1. 8.)

This woman was chained by the neck, and a collar put on her; she was also worked out
ofthe institution.

Commitment of Isabella Butler* according to your Excellency’s commands.

7. Receive into your custody a runaway apprentice, stating that she belonged to Belmont
Estate, taken up at Old Harbour Bay, and her keep until released in due course of law.
Pay premium and mile money.

(signed) § Alexander M‘Leod, Special Magistrate.

To the Keeper of the House of Correction, St. John’s:

John Archer and Ann Francis, committed by me on the 16th June, were not brought up
this day, pursuant to my order, to be discharged; but on the contrary, in defiance of my
commitment, are at the present time out to job for Mr. Nash. Ann Francis is again in
chains. The collars, my Tord, again put on that unfortunate creature, Eleanor Loraine, in
direct contradiction of my orders, though the unhappy woman is still grievously sick in
hospital.
Sach outrages on humanity and justice as the above need no comment; and I leave them

in their own naked deformity for the consideration of your Excellency.
I have, &c.

(signed) Edward D. Baynes.

 

(No. 3.)

My Lord, Retirement Great House, 16 August 1836.
I nave the honour to acquaint your Excellency that I am now without any place to hold

court on Saturday, Mr. Shelly having let Wakering. [ shall state this fact at the next
vestry; but as I never omit visiting the estates on their own particular day, and as man
consider that my punctuality renders a court unnecessary, I do not anticipate any goodwilt
result from the application.
__ It may be interesting to your Lordship to know that another plantation called Devon, in
this district, of no great pretensions, has been leased on Saturday last for four years, at an
annual rent of 9007. currency. This, my Lord, is no bad evidence as regards the system,
and a sterling compliment to the industry of the apprentices.

 

I have, &c.
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) LT. A. Dillon, Special Magistrate.

&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 4.)

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 16 August 1836,
{ wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated the King’s House,

oth August 1836, No. 5220, relative to the practice of confining prisoners in the house of
correction in the stocks. It is a part of the ordinary discipline of the prison, as I have
repeatedly seen prisoners in irons in the day time, when visiting the house of correction. I
am not aware that all prisoners are secured at night in the stocks, but will make inquiry
on the subject and report to your Lordship. The supervisor or superintendent of the house
of correction is bound by the Act for regulating of gaols, &e., clause 3, rule 10, to report to
a visiting justice when any prisoner is placed in irons. I observed the practice m the 1,
which was discontinued on my pointing out the illegality of punishing people before trial, by
putting them in irons. With respect to the house of correction, I have just as much power
to prevent prisoners being placed in the stocks as I have to prevent their hair being cut off,or the use of chain and collar.

I have, Ke.
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) William Marlton, Special Justice.

. &e. &e. &e.

 

 

* The copy of the commitment of Isabella Butler, by Mr. M‘Lead, is sent in consequence of your
"asalleney' commands, and not owing to any irregularity that I have discovered in it,

a). °

JAMAICA.

 



JAMAICA.

 

No. 555.

Vide Enclosure
No. 11, in the
Marquis of Sligo’s
Despatch, 28 July
1836, No. 539,
page 121,

176 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(No. 6.)

Sir, Montego Bay, 16 August 7836,
I nuMBLY take leave to submit to his Excellency the Governor the following case, ana

although it has been decided, both here and at home, by the law officers, that trades.
eople, &c., attached to estates can be worked in the field when not otherwise employed,

Feannot but humbly submit that none can be so put, either by caprice or whim, as has been
done in the case now submitted to his Excellency the Governor.
The person who, through me, complains, is a very excellent and well-disposed negro, and

has exercised from his youth the functions of driver, and latterly those of a constable, and
therefore feels it a degradation of much consequence to be placed, from no misconduct of
his own, at his time of life, being now in his 60th year, in a debased and subordinate
situation.
The poor man has been some considerable time striving to induce me to lay his case

before his Excellency the Governor, but apprehensive that other than the offence which he
has represented to me has been committed by him, Ihave refrained from doing so; but as
he is exceedingly anxious that his conduct should be inquired into, I have been induced
respectfully to lay his case before his Excellency the Governor, with the fullest satisfaction
that every justice will be afforded to him.
John Clark, late head constable on —— estate, in St. James’s, says that Mr. ———, the

attorney, complained some time ago to the special magistrate of his people not doing their
proper quantum of work, and cited deponent as an evidence against them, but deponent did
not depose as Mr. wished him; that on a subsequent occasion the apprentices, in
their turn, complained to the special justice, and deponent was of course called upon togive
his evidence, which he did fearlessly, and which inculpated Mr. For this and
former offence the unfortunate man bas been ordered to take up his bill and hoe, and to tum
out with the gang.
The offences herein described are the maximum of Clark’s crime; and although the

enalty inflicted is in itself trivial, yet, to persons such as Clark, it is considered of vast
importance. ‘The man complains, further, that the apprentices have neither herrings nor salt
iven them, as customary, and that they have a resolution, which I believe I have success-
lly combated, to quit the estate, and seek elsewhere employment and better fare. Such,

then, is the condition of Clark, who only. seeks a fair investigation of his complaint, and
will gladly submit to any award, should his Excellency decide against him.

I have, &c.
W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) S. Manderson.

  

 

—No. 555.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-General Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 December 1836.
Amona the miscellaneous enclosures transmitted in Lord Sligo’s recent

despatches on the general state of the island, I find some complaints ofoppres-
sive conduct towards the apprentices, to which I think it necessary to call your
attention.

Ina letter enclosed in his Lordship’s despatch of the 28th July last, and dated
the 25th of that month, Mr. Special Justice Hamilton reports, that the gang of
Drummond Castle have been deprived of their field-cooks, and that not having
sufficient time allowed to cook their food themselves, they are “compelled to
work without their usual meals.” He also complains that the sick in the hospital
are left to their own resources, that no nourishment is given them, and that in
two cases he had “desired that they should be provided with everything neces-
sary, but of no avail, in consequence of there being no responsible person on the
property.”
Tam not informed what directions his Lordship gave in consequence of this

letter, nor is the ‘case reported with sufficient fulness and precision. to enable me
to pronounce a decided opinion myself. With reference to the first point, I pre-
sume that the employer cannot be compelled by law to furnish his apprentices
with field-cooks. It does not, however, follow, that because he was not bound to
provide this indulgence, he is therefore at liberty (at any time and under any
circumstances) to withhold it; cases may easily be imagined in which a custom-
ary allowance cannot be suddenly withdrawn, without such cruelty as would
render him punishable under the 49th section of the Abolition Act. If it be
doubtful whether the charge of cruelty can be legally substantiated, the case
should be referred to the Attorney-general for his opinion. With

it.
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With regard to the second point, I cannot see how the leaving of the sick in
the hospital to their own resources, without nourishment, can be other than a
direct infringement of the law, which says that they shall receive “the same
medical care and attention as has heretofore been customary.” And whoever is
entitled to prefer complaints against the apprentices for the non-performance of
their duties towards him, is answerable for the non-performance of this duty
towards them.

Enclosed in the same despatch, I find a letter from Mr. Special Justice Gregg,
dated the 26th July, reporting that Catherine Baily (who was valued on the
1st June at the sum of 301., which she appears to have been unable to pay) “has
been ordered to take her hoe and go into the field, though she is at least 70
years of age, and has been, Mr. Gregg knows not how long, driveress of the
small gang.” In the valuation return, her age is stated to be 65. Lord Sligo
describes this in a note as “a most cruel oppression,” but does not state how
he directed Mr. Gregg to act. Whether the conduct of the manager or overseer
in this instance can be proved to have sprung from a feeling of resentment, and a
determination to inflict punishment on the woman for some offence not punish-
able by the magistrate, the information contained in the letter does not enable
me to judge; but I apprehend that Mr. Gregg must have the means of satisfy-
ing himself on this pot, and he should be reminded that if it be really a case of
“cruelty,” it may be punished under the 49th section of the Act.
Another case of the same kind is reported by Mr. Harris in a letter enclosed

in despatch 8th August, and dated the 1st of that month. He states that an
apprentice, named George Walch, of Bybrook, had complained to him of being
degraded from his office of constable and driver of the second gang, and sent to
work in the field without any cause. The overseer’s own account of the matter
is not, however, reported, nor is any presumed motive adverted to.
A third case of the same nature is contained ina letter from Mr. Manderson,

enclosed in despatch of the 23d August, and dated the 16th. Mr. Manderson
calis Lord Sligo’s attention to the case of a negro, named Clarke, who being 60
years old, and having been a driver from his youth, has lately been ordered to
turn out with the field-gang, for no other offence but that of having given evi-
dence against Mr. , when cited as a witness against him by the apprentices,
and having failed to give evidence in his favour when cited as a witness against
the apprentices by him. Lord Sligo replied, that the law was against the com-
plainant, and that it was impossible to interfere in his favour.

If Mr. Manderson be correct in stating that this is the only offence of which
Clarke has been guilty, and if consequently there can be no doubt about Mr.
——’s motive in degrading him, I apprehend that the conduct of that gentle-
man cannot be considered as legal. But on this and the two preceding cases, I
need only refer you to my despatch of the 30th November.

I find also two letters from Mr. E. D. Baynes, on the condition of the house
of correction in the St. John’s parish. The first is dated July 30th, and enclosed
in despatch of the 8th August. It states that the prisoners are not supplied with
food, either sufficient or of a proper kind; that females detained there, not as
convicts, but only on suspicion, have been chained by the neck; that his own
jurisdiction as special magistrate is defied, and that he is about to be prosecuted
at the expense of the parish, for “daring to ascertain that his own directions and
sentences were not exceeded.” He concludes by requesting Lord Sligo to place
in the hands of the Attorney-general for prosecution certain charges which he
has forwarded, relative, as I presume, to the illegal conduct above mentioned,
The other letter is dated August 11th, and enclosed in despatch of the 23d

August. It reports the following instances of illegal and oppressive conduct in
the same house of correction.

1. On the 18th June, Mr. Gordon, of Lemon Hall, wrote to Mr. Bell,a local,
but nota special magistrate, stating that his head-constable had taken up a run-
away on the negro grounds, and begging him to commit her to the workhouse,
or advise the bearer how to act. Mr, Bell immediately wrote on the back an
order to the supervisor to “receive the within-mentioned runaway, and have her
in safe custody until duly claimed by her overseer.”

Mr. Baynes’s letter describes her as being at the time of its date in a dying
condition, so that she could not be removed from the workhouse, but it does not
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say whether she had been confined there ever since her commitment on the 18th
June, or how she had been treated during her confinement.

2. On the same day (Saturday) Mr. Harvey wrote to Mr. Bell, requesting him
‘to commit the bearer prisoner to the lock-up room in the barracks till Mon-
day,” when he would take him before Mr. Baynes. He sent him to Mr.Bell,
because he had no place of security on the estate. Mr. Bell immediately wrote
to the supervisor, “ Receive the prisoner agreeable to the above request for safe
custody till Monday.”

3. On the 29th July, Mr. Baynes ordered a runaway to be received in the
house of correction, but gave particular directions that he was not to be worked
out of this institution, and was to be brought before him at every visit.
The man was not brought before him when he visited the house of correction

on the 11th August, being at that time worked out.
4. On the same day he committed a woman, also a runaway. It was dis-

tinctly specified in the commitment that she was on no account to beworked
out of the institution; that no collar or chain was to be put upon her, and that
she was to be brought before him every time he visited the institution.

This woman was chained by the neck, a collar was put on her, and she was
worked out of the institution.

5. He then mentions the case of another man (John Archer) who was worked
out, contrary to the commitment ; of another woman (Ann Francis) who was not
only worked out, but was again in chains; and of a third (Eleanor Loraine) who,
though “still grievously sick in the hospital,” again had collars put on her.
Mr. Baynes makes no remark on these cases, but leaves them for the conside-

ration of Lord Sligo. His Lordship adds a note describing the subject of the
letter, but without further comment. I am not aware, therefore, what directions
were given in consequence of these letters, or what was about to be done; but I
entertain no doubt that all practicable steps were taken for bringing the offenders
to justice, and for preventing the recurrence of such offences. My only object in
adverting to them is to avoid the possibility of its being supposed that such gross
instances of misconduct could escape notice and animadversion; and I trust that
you will be enabled to satisfy me by a report of the result of the proceedings
which may have been taken in these cases, that such offenders, if the facts are
clearly proved, cannot escape with impunity.

In despatch of the 28th July I find the deposition of two female apprentices
(Ann Vedah Williams and Amelia Hutchinson) who had been flogged in the
respective workhouses of St. Catherine’s and St. Ann’s, while undergoing punish-
ment on the treadmill,

Although these cases have come to light subsequently to those reported in
Lord Sligo’s despatch of the 13th June, I cannot doubt that they have been
referred to the Attorney-general for prosecution, and that no exertions will be
spared for bringing the perpetrators of these outrages to the punishment which
their crimes deserve.

In these and all similar cases I have one general instruction to give. When
a question is referred to you by any of the special magistrates, which you do not
feel competent to decide yourself, you will refer it to the Attorney-general for his
opinion. Should you be unwilling to proceed further in the matter without my
sanction, you will accompany the statement of the case with that officer’s report
upon it. Should you think proper to report it for my information only, without
any view to a decision, [ have to request that you will acquaint me with the
steps which have been actually taken in order to satisfy the ends ofjustice.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 556.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Stephen to Sir L. Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 October 1836.
Mer. Wi.iam Srurcg, a member of the Society of Friends, accompanied by

three other gentlemen, being about to visit Jamaica, in order, as it is represented,
to satisfy their own minds, by personal observation, as to the present state of the
emancipated population, Lord Glenelg has been requested to recommend them
to your protection. His Lordship, who is at present absent from London, has
directed me to perform this duty on his behalf, and I have therefore to request
that you will afford to Mr. Sturge and his friend such protection and counte-
nance as they may require while residing under your government. These gentle-
men have been represented to Lord Glenelg as highly respectable persons, but
they are not personally known to his Lordship; and I should add, that their
mission has been undertaken without either the sanction or the knowledge of
Lord Glenelg and his colleagues, and that I cannot undertake to answer for the
propriety of their plans of proceeding. I can only state that I am aware of no
ground for supposing that they are actuated by any other than laudable motives.

I have, &c.
(signed) James Stephen.

 

—No. 557.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 8 November 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of my addresses to

the two branches of the legislature, on opening the session on the Ist instant,
and of their replies.

I am happy in being able to assure your Lordship, that a general disposition
has been manifested by both houses to conduct the public business ina spirit of
cordiality, and with a strict regard to the interests of the country.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 557.

ADDRESS of the Lrzurgenant-GovERNor of Jamaica to the Legislature, on opening the
Session, 1 November 1836.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I am very happy in meeting you in session for the first time since I have assumed the
charge ofthis important government.

I am deeply penetrated with all the responsibilities and difficulties I shall have to under-
take, but I feel confident in your support and in your patriotism to enable me to overcome
them, and to encourage my increasing exertions to render my government serviceable to
your country.

Gentlemen,
_ The country is represented to me as full of grievances, many, I acknowledge, seem of great

difficulty. I" invite you to examine into their cause and origin dispassionately, that they
may be combated by joint exertions, and faithfully represented by me to the King’s ministers.

here has been’ much to complain of in the conduct of two or three of the special
magistrates, in putting employers and apprentices in a state of irritation against each other,
which has, in many instances, provoked more severity and harshness towards the labourers
than ever existed in slavery.
_i am doing all I can to correct this evil; and, amongst other measures, I have set on foot
inquiries towards a careful establishment of scales of labour.

have not forgotten, gentlemen, that Jamaica set the first example in speedily and
honourably giving effect to the wishes of the Imperial Parliament, by their preparatory
mancipation Act. I was then engaged in the same great cause in the windward govern-

ment, and I felt under the greatest obligations to this island for her promptitude.
Deeply is it to be lamented that unfortunate feelings arose which prevented those modi-

fications to your Act which experience has shown are still essential to the mutual interests
of masters and servants. I will never believe that the gentlemen who then represented the
interests of this powerful colony have ever been indifferent to the ultimate success of those
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measures to which they so early gave effect, and I shall, therefore, not fail hereafter to
propose to your consideration some suggestions of practical improvement likely to put down
complaints, and restore confidence and good-will between proprietors and labourers.

There is, indeed, one most important subject which I cannot resist submitting to your
grave consideration, it is the religious and moral condition of the negroes. No man has had
such opportunity of enlarged observation amongst this class asI have had, either in the
immediate government of, or eventual control over, seven colonies, and I am sorry to
proclaim thatthey are in this island in a more deplorably backward state than in any
other. Yet, gentlemen, men must be taught to fear God before they can be made to
respect the laws. It is physically impossible for the ministers of the established church,
few in number, with an extended surface of Pofulation, to do more than they have done,
The first object is to instil the doctrines of Christianity, and not to insist on any par-
ticular church discipline. I firmly believe the assistance of the missionaries is most
necessary to this end. Gentlemen, we have hardly four years more to watch over the
experiment of apprenticeship. Give every facility you can to the missionaries’ labours.
Banish from your minds the idea that they are your enemies. I will answer with my head
for their loyalty and fidelity. Encourage their peaceable settlements amongst your people;
let every four or five contiguous estates combine for the erection of chapel schools ; and
knowing, as you well do, the attachment of the negro to the place of his birth, and the
burial-place of his parents, you may, I sincerely believe, by these means, finally locate on
your estates a contented peasantry.
The example in Antigua forcibly impresses the advantage of this course of improvement.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
I reserve for other opportunities the laying before ya several communications, either

connected with my instructions from the Secretary of State, or emanating in local ex-
pediency.

I respectfully recommend to your early consideration such annual Acts as are about to
expire.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

There never was a time in the history of this colony in which the spirit of union and
cordiality was so necessary to your successful labours. For myself, 1 shall most cheerfully
concur in any measure, whether directed to the immediate wants of society, or to the security
of your future interests.
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To his Excellency Major-general Sir Lionel Smith, &c. &c. &c.

The humble Address of the Council.

May it please your Excellency,
We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council, sincerely congratulate your

Excellency on your assumption of this important government.
We duly appreciate the difficulties with which you will have to contend, and the respon-

sibilities of your high station, but you may rely with confidence on our support and
patriotism; and be assured that no exertions shall be wanting on our part to render your
government as easy to yourself as we are satisfied it will be beneficial to the country.
We concur in the anxious hope expressed by your Excellency, that those animosities

which have distracted our community may cease, and that the united efforts of the legis-
lature may be steadily directed to the discovery and adoption of the best means of upholding
the prosperity and maintaining the peace of the island.

It is impossible to deny that many grievances exist, into the cause or origin of which we
shall dispassionately inquire, and we trust that they may be as successfully combated, as
we feel assured they will be faithfully represented by your Excellency to the King’s
ministers. We regret that the conduct of some of the special magistrates should have
given such just cause of complaint, and that, in consequence, a state of irritation has been
excited between proprietors and apprentices most prejudicial to the well-being of the
colony. We thank your Excellency for the assurance that you are doing all in your power
to correct this evil, which we are convinced will in a great measure subside, when the Acts
regulating the duties of master and apprentice are, throughout the island, duly and impar-
tially administered; and we anticipate the best results from a cautious and well-digested
establishment of scales of labour.
We are gratified by the honourable mention made by your Excellency of the manner in

which effect was given by the legislature of this island to the wishes of the Imperial Par-
liament, in so speedily passing the Act for the Abolition of Slavery; and we can with truth
affirm, that those who represent the interests of this powerful colony have ever been most
anxious for the ultimate success of that most important measure; and any suggestions of
practical improvement, emanating from your Excellency, shall receive our most attentive
consideration; and, if adopted, we hope they may put down complaints, and firmly establish
confidence and good-will between proprietors an labourers.
We sensibly feel the absolute necessity of giving the negro population the advantages of

moral and religious instruction, and fully concur in the sentiments expressed by your
Excellency,
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Excellency, that man must be taught to fear God before he can be made to respect the
laws. Whilst we agree with your Excellency that the first object is to instil the doctrines
of Christianity, we cannot forbear declaring our devoted attachment to that form of sound
words in which we have been brought up, and expressing our regret that the number of the
clergy of the church is not e ual to the spiritual wants of this large colony. Still, we
hope, that all denominations of christian teachers will be supported, whilst they confine
themselves to the true and legitimate object of their calling; and we trust that the beneficial
results anticipated by your Excellency as likely to flow from the labours of the missionaries
may be accomplished. ; . ; .
We are deeply impressed with the absolute necessity of fostering a spirit of union and

cordiality to arrive at a successful termination of our labours; and we sincerely thank your
Excellency for your assurance, that you will concur in any measure, whether directed to the
immediate wants of society, or the security of our future interests.

Passed the Council this 2d day of November 1836.
(signed) W. G. Stewart, Clerk to the Council.
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Gentlemen of the Council,
I am sincerely thankful to you for this kind address, for it gives me every assurance of

your zeal and spirit to promote the best interests of the country, to which end my humble
abilities will be faithfully directed.

I cannot omit, in particular, my grateful acknowledgment of the liberality with which the
head of the church fas met my sentiments on the means of extending Christianity.
What we can safely undertake now, in preparing for freedom, would not, I admit, have

been prudent in slavery.
I am quite convinced that the gentlemen of the island, generally, are too intelligent and

rightly disposed not to see and admit the distinction between the influence of missionaries,
as a first means of preparing for freedom, and their exertions in slavery, when they were so
apt to be misunderstood, and to raise expectations inconsistent with that condition.
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To his Excellency Major-general Sir Lionel Smith, &c. &c. &e.
The humble Address of the Assembly.

May it please your Excellency,
Wer, His Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica, beg to offer

your Excellency our most sincere congratulations on yourExcellency’s appointment to this
government.

We are sensible of the responsibilities and difficulties which your Excellency has under-
taken, but we beg you to be assured of our warmest support and co-operation ; and from the
energy and success which distinguished your Excellency’s administration of the sister
colonies, we entertain sanguine hopes that your zealous exertions will overcome these diffi-
culties, and render your government serviceable to our country.

It is true that the country is full of grievances ; to the cause and origin of those grievances
our anxious attention shall be directed, in the full confidence that your Excellency’s
faithful representations to the King’s ministers will accomplish their removal.
We much regret that the conduct of some of the special magistrates, in putting employers

and apprentices in a state of irritation against one another, has in many instances provoked
greater severity and harshness towards the labourers than existed in a state of slavery. We
duly appreciate your Excellency’s exertions in removing this evil, so pernicious to allparties5
and we trust your Excellency may succeed in establishing scales of labour, which must
prove highly beneficial. __
We are gratified to be informed by your Excellency, that the example set by Jamaica in

the promptitude with which it gave effect to the wishes of the Imperial Parliament, by
enacting the Abolition of Slavery, was so strongly felt by your Excellency, in the hig.
official station which you at that time filled in the windward government. The same desire
of conforming to the wishes of our fellow subjects in England, which caused us so promptly
to give effect to the Emancipation Act, has never ceased to guide us in our attempts, by
subsequent modifications, to make that Act moreperfect.
We lament, in common with your Excellency, that unfortunate feelings arose which

prevented those modifications from being carried into effect which experience has shown
are still essential to the mutual interests of master and servant. We never had—we never
could have had—any other object in view in our proceedings than to provide such regu-
lations as in our experience and judgment appeared to us calculated to maintain order, and
promote the general welfare of society. To any suggestions likely to put down complaints
and restore confidence, which your Excellency may‘be pleased to offer, we shall be ready to
give our most considerate attention.
We are fully sensible of the great importance of the moral and religious instruction of

our negro population, and we much regret that your Excellency should see cause to proclaim
them to be, in this respect, so far behind those of the other colonies.
While we admit that the present church establishment is inadequate to the extent of the
521. country,
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country, we regret that we cannot concur with your Excellency in the opinion that the
ministers of that church have done all that they could have done. Sensible, however, of the
necessity of providing increased means to meet the religious wants of the people, addi-
tional places of worship are, at the present moment, being erected, at a very heavy expense,
in almost every parish in the island. A similar extension of missionary chapels is in like
manner in progress. To the labours of the missionaries no opposition has ever been offered
here, while they confine themselves to their own proper and legitimate duties; and we shall
be happy that, abstaining hereafter from intermeddling with matters that do not belong to
them, they pursue a course to merit and secure for themselves the good opinion and
confidence of the country. Your Excellency will find not only a general desire, but an
extreme anxiety pervading the landed proprietors of the colony, to establish schools for the
moral and religious instruction of the youngpeople on their properties, without regard to
any particular church discipline, provided ha its of industry, so essential to a labouring
people, are at the same time duly and properly inculcated. e cannot but add our deep
regret and disappointment that the British Parliament has done 50 little to redeem its pledge
of affording efficient means of moral and religious instruction towards an ignorant people,
so suddenly raised to a condition for which a large proportion of them are as yet unfor-
tunately so ill prepared.
Whatever communications your Excellency may be pleased to lay before us, emanatin

from the Secretary of State or from your Excellency, will have our best consideration, an
our immediate attention shall be given to the annual laws which are about to expire.
We are deeply sensible that there never was a time in the history of this colony in which

the spirit of union and cordiality was so necessary to its successful government. The spirit
of concord it will be our anxious endeavour to cultivate, and we derive hope of success in
our labours from the gratifying assurance given us by your Excellency that you will concur
in any measure directed to the immediate wants of society, or to the future safety and
general welfare of the colony. (signed) Richard Barrett, Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
IT am very grateful to your honourable house for the terms in which you have received

my first address. i.
It gives me the assurance of your co-operation in every measure calculated for the

correction of evil and the promotion of good; and I have no ambition, no object, so much
at heart as that of gaining the confidence of the honourable house and the country at
large.

ou have qualified your approval of missionary labours with an expression of a desirable
caution.

It never can be compatible with the duties of any clergy to mix themselves up in the
occasional broils of society, or to interfere in any of its political institutions.

I would not fail to condemn such attempts as abusing their avocations; but slavery
having ceased, there is room enough, and a most interesting field of exertion, for all ministers
to instruct the negro mind in those principles which may render them obedient, industrious
and contented subjects.

I pray God that this may be the happy result of their labours ; and I anxiously hope the
mother country may still further assist in the grand object of education to which your
honourable house have so liberally contributed.

 

—No. 558.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, 12 November 1836.

I sxe to draw your Lordship’s attention to the quarterly reports of the
special magistrates, herewith transmitted.
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Repuizs to Circular (No. 63), dated Downing-street, 15 July 1836.
Questions. REp.igs.

1. What has been the general conduct of | 1. Much improved.
the apprentices in your district since your last
report?

2. Is there any want of good feeling § 2. Every good feeling exists; when any
between them and their employers, and, if so, symptoms contrary show themselves, it 15
to what cause do you attribute it? generally the fault of the apprentices, es the

masters and managers are always inclined to
conciliate and give every encouragement for
good conduct. D

3. Do
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QUESTIONS.

3. Do they perform their work willingly,

and, if not, to what do you ascribe it?

4, What are the working hours generally
in use in your district; are any, and what,
intervals of relaxation allowed to the appren-
tices during the working hours?

5. Is task-work generally resorted to
in your district; if not, does the objection
lie with the masters or the apprentices?

6. Is it usual for the apprentices to
work in their own time for money wages; if
so, what is the ordinary rate of wages, and
how are they paid; if not, have they been
offered?

7. Are any indulgences withheld, which
it was usual for the estate during slavery
to supply?

' 8 What is the condition of the free chil-
dren, and how are they supported?

9. What facilities does your district sup-
ply for education and religious instruction;
is the attendance at church and in the schools
equal to the accommodation?

10. Is there a general desire among the
apprentices to purchase their discharge ; how
many discharges have been effected since
your last report?
ByTowhat kinds ofemployment do those

who have obtained their discharge usuall
betake themselves? wee mena

12, What are the prospects of the en-
suing crop, and what the general state of
cultivation; has the season beenfavourable,
or otherwise ?

18. Have you any suggestions to make,
or any practical measure to recommend ?

183
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3. They generally perform their work cheer-
fully, with the exception of the pregnant
women and children’s mothers, and these
upon most estates are lazy, insolent, and every
way very troublesome, and, from their num-
bers on some estates, a great drawback to the
effective strength of the gang.

4. They work on the nine hours sys-
tem; some give half an hour to breakfast,
some an hour; some two hours to dinner,
others two hours and a half, according to the
arrangement entered into. An uniformity of
system in the hours allowed for relaxation
would be very desirable, as it would prevent
the apprentices from entertaining an idea
that they are imposed upon on some of the
properties.

5. I regret to state that there is only
one estate (Leogan) where task-work has
been resorted to in this district successfully.
Most of the masters and managers would
prefer task-work, but the apprentices object
to it, under the plea that an advantage would
be taken of them, except in the digging of
cane-holes, and then it is adopted generally.

6. The apprentices dig cane-holes during
their own time for moneywages at the rate
of 3s. 9d. to 4s. 2d. per hundred, accordin
to the nature of the soil, and which wor
they accomplish with ease by 12 o’clock.
Some dig from 150 to 200 cane-holes per
day. Cleaning canes for hire at the rate of
2s. 6d. per day (although very light work)
they have generally anobjection to perform.

7. No indulgences are withheld. On some
estates the masters pay the medical attend-
ants for their attendance upon the free chil-
dren, for which kindness the parents do not
seem to be grateful.

8. The free children are in a very bad
state, owing to the neglect of the mothers.
They do nothing but wander and idle about
the negro-houses, and frequently are in
the last stage from want and sickness, until
discovered by the managers and taken to the

hospital. veral cases have proved fatal
through their mothers’ neglect.

9. There is one chapel of the esta-
blished church, two Scotch missionaries,
one Baptist and one Mico charity, and I be-
lieve are well attended, principally by adults.

10. There is a general desire amongst the
apprentices to purchase their discharge if

ey had the means. Three discharges have
been effected since my last report.

11. Those who are tradesmen generally
betake themselves to their call, but those
who are not, idle their time away about the
negro-houses.

12. Every appearance of an increase of
crop; the state of cultivation is very good,
andthe seasons have been every way favour-
able.

13. I have no suggestions to make, as
my opinions are generally embodied in the
foregoing remarks.

R. Cocking, 8. M.,(signed)
Windward District, St. James’s.
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JAMAICA, Enclosure 2, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas M. Oliver, Esq., Special Justice,
to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Hertford, 3 October 1836,
I HAvE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, No. 63, and to transmit

herewith, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, answers to the questions con-
tained therein, from No. 1 to 13 inclusive.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Thomas M. Oliver, Special Justice.

Enclosure 2,
in No. 558.

1. Very good.
2. I am not aware of a single instance.
3. To the best of my belief they do.
4, They vary, but generally the nine hour system; in some instances they work task.

The usual allowance is one hour for breakfast and two for dinner-time.
5. Task-work in many instances is resorted to, but not generally, as the nature of the

employment does not always admit of it; but I never heard an objection made on the part
of the master, if it was the wish of the apprentice to work task.

6. It is usual in this district for the apprentices to work for hire in their own time, if
required, at the usual rate of 28. 1d. per diem, or 3s. 4d. digging cane-holes, and always
paid in money.

~ % Tam not aware of any indulgence being withheld which was usual during slavery.
8. The condition of the free children is very good, generally supported by their parents;

on some estates they have clothing, medical attendance and allowances, same as the rest,
the parent paying four days’ labour to the estate, in his or her own time, as a consideration,
which is a great advantage to the apprentice.

10. Ido not think there is a general desire to purchase their discharge among the
apprentices.

11. Their employments differ; tradesmen generally follow their trade ; some hawk goods
for store-keepers; others hire out as domestics.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop had every appearance of being favourable; the
state of cultivation appears good, but latterly the almost incessant rains, and heavy rains,
together with breeze,I should fear would operate much against the plantation.

13. None.
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Cory of a LETTER from E. D. Philp, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Enclosure Sir, Westmorland, Leeward District, 4 October 1836.
in No. 3 I save the honour to forward, for his Excellency’s information, the condition of my

55% district, ending the quarter, 30th day of September 1836; and, in reply to his Excel-
lency’s circular, No. 63, containing certain questions, I beg leave to make the following
statement :—

Answers to Queries, from No. 1 to No. 13 inclusive.
1. Good.
2. I know of none.
8. They do, most willingly and cheerfully.

f 4, The nine hours system, allowing the apprentices one hour for breakfast and two hours
ior dinner.
5. It is very frequent, and encouraged by the masters.
6. It is usual, the apprentices receiving at the rate of from 2s. 1d. to 3s. 4d. per diem.
7. Iam not aware of any.
8. In most instances the estates supply them as before, and pay for medical attendance.
9. There are four schools where religious instruction is afforded. The attendance at

church and in the schools is not equal to the accommodation.
10. Yes; fourteen in number, principally non-predials.
11. Tknow not. _
12. Very good ; cultivation good; the season favourable, although rather heavy.
13. None at present,

I have, &c.
(signed) £. D.Philp.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 558.

Answers to Questions.

Port Royal Mountains, 30 September 1836.
Enclosure 4, 1, GeneRALty good ; the principal complaint against them is an unwillingness on the part
in No. 558. _ of the females to turn out in the mornings, and both males and females working with slack-

ness when in the field.
2. There
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9. There has been, but that feeling is gradually wearing off, as each party sees the

advantage of accommodating themselves to the new law. ;
3. They do not perform their work willingly; they are naturally an indolent people, and

seek every opportunity to skulk from the work they are put to.
4, On the greater part of the estates in this district they work four days of nine hours

one week, and five days the next; some few work regularly four days and a half ; they
are in the field ten hours, but are allowed to sit down half an hour to each of their two

meals ask-work is not generally resorted to in this district; I cannotsay where the unwil-
lingness is to adopt it. It has been tried with good effect on Mr. Simon Taylor’s estate,

ot Hill.
ea hey demand 2s. 1d. per day, and which their employers are unwilling to give ; if
they would work for 1s. 8d, a day, they would be constantly employed on their Fridays.
They are always paid in silver. . ; }

7. Fish and salt are generally withheld, but not their Christmas allowance, except on
some few properties. Allowances to lying-in women are likewise on most propertieswithheld ;
nor is the surgeon paid for attendin: thefree children,but they are never denied medicine.

8. On some few estates private families are instructing them to read, but the parents do
not yet understand the advantages of education. They are supported by their parents, who
cannot be in want, when they will not work for 1s. 8d. per day.

9. There are one or two chapels on each estate, with a leader from among the negroes,
who preaches to them, trained by the Baptists: they are regular in their attendance. There
are no schools in this district, and only one church, which is very small.

10. A great many apply to be valued, but few are enabled to pay the amount. Eight
have been valued during the last three months, but only one effected his discharge.

11. Generally as domestics ; they seldom make application, unless some friend is going
to pay the money for them. _

12, The present crop promises to treble that of last year. Theweatherbeing very dry in
July, threatened destruction to the coffee crop; and the estates in low situations sustained
serious injury, but those on more elevated situations suffered very little from it; but for that
circumstance it would have been a magnificent crop; on the whole, however, they will not
have cause to complain ‘The crop commences gathering in this part about April.

13. None.
(signed) HI. Kent, Special Justice.
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Cory ofa LETTER from Thomas Davies, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 1 October 1836.

I nave the honour to write you, in obedience to the orders of his Excellency, calling on
me to give a general account of this district. It is now upwards of two years since the
Abolition Act came in force, since which time I cannot see that the apprentices are at all
improved in industrious habits, or that any dependence can yet be placed in them for con-
tinuous labour; neither do [ think there is any visible improvement in morality, which, to
be lasting, must go hand in hand with industry. The estates, especially those that are short-
handed, are feeling a very considerable want of labour, which arises from the natural decrease
by death, and the number who have purchased the remainder of their apprenticeship, and
they are now become many ; yet in no one instance have any who so purchased themselves
consented to work at any field-labour; but, in general, they live on estates with some of the
women in all idleness at the negro-houses, and are given to all manner of vice. I do not
know an estate but has some of these free people living on them; but last week a constable
to Water Valley complained to me that one of them had broken into his house in the day-
time, and stolen a 31. check, but on a discovery being made he absconded, leaving an eye-
glass, with other flimsy articles of dress, withthe woman he lived with. The prospect for
next year’s crop is by no means good, and I do not think it will equal the one of this year.
Fences, with the buildings, on estates are going out of order; and Guinea-grass pastures
getting overgrown with bush. The cane-field will be the next to suffer.

With regard to free children, they are at their parents’ houses, doing little or nothing;
neither will their parents allow them to do any small proportion of labour towards the
expense of schools on estates. I have already stated that education not combined with
industry will, in the end, be a great evil to the community. At Esher estate there is a school
for these children, which is well attended, but conducted entirely at the expense of the
proprietors.

| do not consider the apprentices perform their work willingly; they are scrupulous of
their own time, and will, if possible, idle away their master’s, and I have observed of late
some are getting more ill-disposed. I can only give one instance of a master, or one that
stands in that relation, who annoys his apprentices, which I can only ascribe to a perverse
nature on the one side, and a disposition to be idle on the other. Cultivation of sugar may
§0 on partially, but never to any extent, as it has hitherto done.

he apprentices, I am sorry to observe. are negiccting their grounds; and I have been
assured by manavers of experience and respectability, that they are likely to suffer from a
want of provisions. In this district no satisfactory reason can be given for such neglect; but
they have been heard to declare, that the probability of having their grounds taken om

521, them

JAMAICA.
—_,

Enclosure 5,
in No. 558.



JAMAICA.
oe

Enclosure 6,
in No. 558.

186 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

them at the expiration of the apprenticeship, prevents them from cultivating to any extent;
should such an opinion revail, I am satisfied it has originated from ill-disposedpeople. ,

The apprentices in this district are seldom required. to hire themselves on Saturday, except
such as are required to work wains and mules, for which they either receive 2s. 6d. per diem,
or a day in return, the choice of which is in general left to themselves. The offer for extra
time during the six days in the week varies according to circumstances; but the average
amount given to each is about 5s. I have, agreeably to your Excellency’s instructions,
recommended the nine hour system; but, from the law not stating on which day they
should be worked four hours anda half only, I find that the managers are under the impres-
sion that the half day can be given onany day during the week, and, notwithstanding the
arrangement of giving time on the Wednesday or Thursday, may benefit the apprentices on
a few properties by not affording them time to quit the estate while they should be attending
to their grounds. I am aware that on one estate they cannot employ the half day, unless
given on Friday, beneficially to themselves, from the circumstance of their grounds being at
least three miles from the estate. I must, in justice, acquaint your Excellency that this is
the only case that has come under my observation for some time past, where an apparent
determination to annoy the apprentices seems to continue.

In conclusion, I consider the schools are more than equal to the attendance, and we have
only one church in this district, which is well attended ; and 10 apprentices have purchased
their time out.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Thomas Davies, Special Justice.
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Cory of a LETTER from Stanley Rawlinson, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Brownstown, 4 October 1836.
‘Wired reference to the second part of the circular, No. 63, of the 23d ult., conveying his

Excellency the Lieutenant-governor’s instructions, that the quarterly report of the state of
this district be regularly prepared in future, and transmitted, without waiting for particular
directions to that effect, and accompanying the same with a series of questions, 13 in number,
I beg to return the following answers :

1. The general conduct of the apprentices since my last report has been orderly and quiet.
2. There is, generally speaking, a good feeling between employers and apprentices.
3. The apprentices might, with the greatest ease, get through a great deal more work

than they do at present.
4. The working hours are, generally speaking, from 6 o’clock till 10; one hour is then

allowed for breakfast; if there is no cook, one hour and a half or two hours; on some proper-

ties, at the request of the apprentices, they have no dinner-time; shell is blown accordingly.
5. There is little or no task-work in this district, it consisting almost entirely of pen and

pimento.

6. The apprentices will occasionally work on Saturday for wages; but they will not bind
themselves to work two or three.

7. Salt fish is not given when the apprentices do not give a fair average of labour.
8. The free children are leading a very idle life; they are supported by their parents

from provision grounds belonging to the proprietors. Medicine 1s invariably given them
when sick.

9. There is a school at Brownstown, and one at Brighton. The accommodation at church
and in the schools is equal to the attendance.

10. No doubt the apprentices would purchase their discharge had they the means; eight
valuations have taken place since my last report; three only have paid the stipulated
price.

11. It is not in my power to state the kind of employment those who have obtained
their discharge betake themselves to.

12, There being only seven estates in this district, and the majority having reduced
their cane-pieces, the crop will be less than last year; the remainder, consisting of pen

and pimento, is kept in pretty good order.
13. I have no suggestion to make, or any practical measure to recommend.

I believe the above 13 answers contain almost all the information required by the
27th rule of instructions issued by his Excellency Lord Sligo, the late governor. I
will merely add, that the prevailing and general complaint of proprietors and overseers 18

an insufficiency of labour. The negro grounds continue to be well worked. Compras
have diminished on the part of apprentices; I have not had a single complaint since the last
report.

I have, &c.

(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 7, in No 558.

Cory of a LETTER from James Kennet Dawson, Esq., Special Justice.

St.Thomas in the East, Jamaica, 3 October 1836.
Tue conduct of the apprentices in this district for the last quarter has been marked by

two extremes ; viz. during the first six weeks they were sulky and disobedient, not perform-
ing by any means a fairproportion of labour. It affords me, however, much pleasure to
state, that they are now working well, and, it may be added, cheerfully; in consequence of
which, complaints and punishments are far less frequent, and a good understanding is
re-established. Their former misconduct is to be attributed to the instability of the negro
character, as there was no diminution of kindness shown them or their free children by the
managers, who have never withheld any of their former indulgences.
The apprentices continue to hire themselves in their own time, digging cane-holes at 12

for 5 d., at which they earn with ease from 38. 4d. to 4s. 2d. per day.
The usual method of working for their masters is from daylight until dark all the year

round, having three hours’ relaxation in the middle of the day. This is a mutual arrange-
ment between them, and much preferred by the apprentices.

There is no great desire amongst them to purchase their discharge, six only during the
last quarter having been so released, not one of whom has occupied himself in field labour,
nor has an instance of the kind come within my knowledge: the reason known to be is,
that they consider agricultural pursuits a degradation.
The prospects for next year’s crop are very favourable, in consequence of the exceedingly

fine seasons; and the estates are generally in a high state of cultivation ; but the crops must
diminish till the end of the apprenticeship, owing to the following causes: death, discharge
from service, the increasing infirmities of the elder negroes, and there being no one to supply
the deficiency.

Since my last report, no new schools have been established for the instruction of the
apprentices; but the proprietor of Elm Wood estate intends, aided by others, to erect one
on his property, to which a church will be attached.
The only exception to this favourable report, and it is certainly a serious one, is the con-

dition of the free children on estates. They are now becoming a very great burden—a
stronger term might be more applicable, viz. nuisance. Their parents will on no account
allow them to work at field labour, either for their managers or others; their time is spent in
complete idleness, and in thieving what they can get from the properties. Many instances
have come within my own knowledge where most liberal wages have been offered, nay, even
education and clothing gratis, and indignantly refused.

Should this not be remedied, they will become vagrants, and never be induced to work for
their livelihood. There are two causes for this: first, all agriculture is considered by the
negro a degradation—this arises from that duty hitherto having been performed only by
slaves; secondly, the parents think that, if their children are so employed, they will never be
free. No persuasion will convince them to the contrary. It will require a legislative
enactment to enforce it, which, if passed immediately, may effect the object; but will be too
late if deferred to the end of the apprenticeship term.

(signed) = James Kennet Dawson, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 8, in No. 558.

REPORT of State of District for Quarter ending September 1836.

Wirz pleasure the undersigned states that a great improvement has taken place in the
district since his last report. Theft has greatly decreased, and complaints of the robbing of
provision grounds, gardens, &c., are becoming every day more rare. Provisions are not over-
plentiful; the negro yams have come in, but other descriptions of bread kind are scarce,
owing to the apprentices having neglected the seasons in the putting in ofa sufficiency, and
gone to job out on other estates in their own time.
_ The appearance of the cane-fields is good, the seasons never were better, and the cultivation
is carried on with energy.
The masters and managers continue to pay every attention to the wants and comforts of

the apprentices, and a better confidence exists in the system, and will continue to increase,
providing the decisions of the special magistrates are administered with impartiality.

(signed)  R. Cocking, 8. m.
 

Enclosure 9, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from D. Ewart, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Morant Bay, 5 Cctober1836.
Ir I may fairly presume that my last quarterly report, appropriated to the consideration

of some of the most prominent pomts in which the apprenticed population can be viewed,
Contained a faithful and adequate illustration of the advantages which that population has
erlved from the great measure of emancipation, then I may congratulate myself in engaging

attention to the interval between this and my last report, that nothing has occurred to lessen
the conviction I entertain of the ultimate success of the system, and of the comparative, if
not cecided and extensive, advantages which property has already gained from its operation.
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Of the general conduct of the apprentices since my last report, I am happy to be able to
speak in terms of commendation, and I cannot too highly extol their obedience to legal
government. Their demeanor on all occasions when brought before me for trial is highl
creditable, and invariably distinguished by a proper sense of the decorum due to the formali-
ties ofjustice.
The feeling between the apprentices and their employers is generally good, and is

gradually becoming more cordial and permanent.
In reference to the spirit with which they perform their labour, much depends on the inde-

pendence and impartiality of the special magistrate, and on the temper and judgment of the
employer. I have no reason to doubt that the labour of the apprentices is not aswillingly
performed as might be expected under the present state of society.

{ am also happy to inform his Excellency, that it is not unusual forthe apprentices to work
in their own time for money-wages. In St. David’s, they are at present working at from
2s. 6d. to 4s. 2d.a day.
The nine hour system prevails in my district, and three hours are allowed as intervals of

relaxation; task-work is not resorted to, and I am not aware that there is any objection to
it, either on the part of the employers or the apprentices. The latter, by virtue of an agree-
ment, sanctioned by me, are entitled toall the indulgences that were usual during slavery.
The condition of the free children in my district is not very favourable; while their parents

avail themselves of the limited facilities which my district affords for moral and religious
instruction, and their attendance at church is, as far as I am aware, equal to the accommoda-
tion ; they do not appear to take much interest in the education of their children.

There is, in my opinion, a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge;
thirteen have effected their discharge since my last report; but I am not able to give any
information as to the kinds of employment which they follow; I have, however, not heard
any thing to their prejudice.

he prospects of the ensuing crop are good; the general state of the cultivation is forward,
and the season has been unusually favourable.

Thave not any suggestions to make, or any practical measure to recommend.

T have, &c.

(signed) D. Ewart, s. m.
 

Enclosure 10, in No. 558.

Cory ofa LETTER from S. Reynolds, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Torrington, 4 Oct. 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose herewith the return “Table A., filled up.” I have like

wise, in obedienceto his Excellency’s commands, answered the questions put from Downing-
street, “ Circular, dated 15 July last.”

{ have, &c.

(signed) S. Reynolds, 8. u.

1. The general conduct of the apprentices in my district, since my last report, has been
ood.

. 2. The conduct of the overseers, as well as that of proprietors, as far as regards the
apprentices, has improved since I took upon myself the duties of my district.

3. In my opinion, the apprentices perform their duty with good-will.
4. Throughout my district, with the exception of three or four pens, the nine hour

system is in practice.
5. Task-work is seldom proposed, but when it was, I never heard that the apprentices

objected to it.
6. I do not know of any instance where the apprentices refused to work in their own

time ; in my district they appear to me to be very anxious to earn money; when employed in
their own time, they are paid money for their labour.

7. With the exception of two attornies in my district, I never heard that the supplies to
the apprentices have been withheld since the 1st August by the proprietors.
8. The free children are supported by their parents,
9. There are several schools in my district where the free children are taught free of

expense; the apprentices are remarkable for their strict attendance at church. .
10. For the last six months many of the apprentices of my district have purchased their

freedom.
11. Many of the people who have purchased their freedom have bought some few acres

of land ; others, I find, have repaired to the large towns to hire out as labourers, else as
servants,

12. The current crop bids fair; the late rains have raised the hopes of the planters.
13. I have merely to suggest the advantage of establishing a scale of wages, “as well for

the benefit of the proprietor as for that of the apprentice ;” for instance, I do think that 1s. 8d.
per day of nine hours would be ample wages to the labourer, bearing in mind, as I do, the
abundant stock of provisions which the apprentice enjoys.
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Enclosure 11, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas M. Oliver, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Governor of Jamaica.

Hertford, 30 Sept. 1836.
I gave the honour of transmitting my reportfor the last quarter for the information of

your Excellency, and beg leave to state that the district under my charge still continues to

oon well, both as regards the kindness of the managers and the industry of the apprentices.
Fattribute that doggedness, usual to the negro character, to have been much removed
through the judicious management of those placed over them, by encouraging a mutual
good feeling and a strict observanceof therights and privileges ofboth. On a great many
estates where their labour is required in their free time, they have hired to their respective
estates, and in other instances toothers, who havegiven them employment. In some cases
there has fault been found with individuals not cultivating their grounds; but this is, I
believe, only instanced in bad characters, as, from thequantity of provision I see go to
market, I should say, generally, they must attend to the cultivation thereof. Should the
season not be more boisterous than ithas hitherto been, though on some estates canes have
been blown down, the crop for the ensuing season, I should expect, from present appear-
ances, would be good, and a suitable time to take it off; I should say it would exceed last

if erage.
year's averag I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas M. Oliver, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 12, in No. 558.

Corr of a LETTER from R. S. Cooper, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, St. Thomas in the Vale, 5 October 1836.
Tue period has arrived when I ought to transmit to your Excellency the usual quarterly

report on the state of my district, but, having so lately taken up my station in the one which
Ihave now the honour to superintend, I have not yet been able to acquaint myself so fully
with those subjects respecting which your Excellency would wish to be informed, as would
justify me in tendering that information with any confidence in its accuracy.
On one subject, lam, indeed, perfectly qualified to report, viz., the nature of the prevalent

feelings of the masters and apprentices respectively towards each other; but, as the present
unfortunate state of things is undeniably of recent origin, and will not, I trust, be of long
duration, I would rather silent on that particular than affix to the district a stigma which
would long outlive the circumstances out of which it arose.
The period of my services in St. John’s was likewise short, too much so for me to report;

but as f was merely the assistant of Mr. Baynes, that gentleman’s report will obviate the
necessity of one from me. Theyet earlier eo of thequarter (the month of July) was
taken up in removing with my family from Hanover, and in part by sickness, as was also
the case in part of August.
Your Excellency willperceive, from what I have stated, that any report now furnished b

me must necessarily be, in almost every particular, founded on hearsay, for the truth of which
I could not possibly pledge myself.

. I have, &c.

(signed) R. S. Cooper, Special Magistrate.
 

Enclosure 13, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from James Nolan, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Olive Park, Vere, 5 October 1836.

In obedience to the wishes of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, I have the honour
to forward a quarterly report of the state of my district.

Ihave much gratification in stating that the general conduct of the apprentices in the
Tish of Vere, containing a population of 6,976 apprentices, which comprises my district,
as given ample satisfaction in most instances in the zealous discharge of the duties required

of them by the strict letter of the Abolition Law.
It is also a source of great satisfaction to me, being enabled to report that a mutual good

feeling exists between master and apprentice throughout this parish, which has hitherto
ensured the successful working of the new system.
I have no hesitation in stating that the work performed on all the estates around me,

during the limited hours of labour, has far exceeded the average of many years back, which
most of the managers have no hesitation in stating to me. The cheerfulness with which

€ negro population now perform the work required of them has no precedent in former
years,
The nine hour system has invariably been adhered to in this district, field labour com-

Mencing at six a.m. and terminating at six p.a., allowing the apprentice a relaxation of
three hours. During last crop the spell-hands, generally speaking, commenced labour about
the sugar works at four a. m., and worked their nine hours by one o’clock; the remainder of
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the day being at their own disposal, which spare time was generally disposed of to the
estate.

Task-work has been on many estates resorted to during crop and out of crop; it has come
within my own observation that the apprentices have on such occasions performed the task
daily allotted them in six lours, both in digging cane-holes and cleaning canes; for example,
on Moreland, one of the largest estates in my district, the overseer laid out each Monda.
morning task-work for the whole week. My residing on the property will entitle me to
speak with confidence, and I hesitate not to state that for weeks the apprentices on that
estate had, to the perfect satisfaction of their manager, performed the work required earl
on Thursdays, thus securing all Friday weekly for themselves and an ample allowance of
fish, for their exemplary conduct during the week ; this is one instance out of many I might
enumerate During last crop I had accomplished satisfactory arrangements, on all the
estates who required the continued hired services of the apprentices, to work their extra
time for 9s. 6 d. per week, and usual allowances, with the exception of some five estates,
who paid at the rate of 3 s. 4d. weekly for such compensation ; the mills were kept in con-
tinual operation, both night and day, as formerly. The imcreased disposition of the negroes
to work for wages leaves now little doubt on my mind but 1] shall be enabled to make the
same arrangements this year to take off the approaching crop.

I have also to report, for the information of his Excellency, that the apprentices on the
different estates in my district receive the allowances that were customary during the period
of slavery, with the exception of a weekly supply of Guinea corn, which has been, in most
instances, withheld from them.
The condition of the free children I am sorry I cannot report to your Excellency as favour-

ably as that of the apprentice. I do not, in many instances, observe a feeling or wish on the
part of the parents to bring up their children to habits of industry; they allow them to wander
all day long through the wilds of the plantations ; such a feeling on the part ofthe appren-
tices, by infusing such precepts of idle habits in the youthful minds of their children, may
tend to the most alarming consequences hereafter, unless some coercive measure is passed
by the home government to enforce their attendance at schools of industry; otherwise in
the year 1840 they will be perfectly untractable, and a curse to their own parents, as well
as that of the country.

While on this subject, J must not omit stating that the schools are rather limited in this:
parish, being only two in number; the school at the rectory is situated in the centre of
many large estates, containing a population of some thousand apprentices; and I am sorry
to add, although many of their parents are not inferior in intelligence to the European
labourer, that the attendance of their children at school is not at all equal to the accom-
modation offered. The overseer of Greenwich, an estate situated within half a mile of this
school, directed the apprentices to send their children to school, which order they refused
to comply with, until a threat had been held out that the mothers of six children, who were
indulged during the period of slavery and apprenticeship, should immediately go to work;
I believe by that means he secured the attendance of a few.
The attendance of the apprenticed labourers at the different churches and chapels of

every persuasion is, in my opinion, in every way equal to the accommodation; and I can
assure your Excellency that no peasantry can behave with more decorum and respect than
they do on all such occasions.

here is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, but few
instances have come within my knowledge of those who have already purchased the remaining
term of their apprenticeship being able to do so by their own industry; the amount awarde
has been chiefly advanced by free people and jobbing carpenters, who employ the apprentice
to work out the amount advanced for his discharge.
The number discharged since my last quarterly report has been six, three men and three

women. Some of those who have obtained their discharge betake themselves to higgling,
and carry on a traffic between town and country, which unfortunately has led to many
punishments and heavy fines in my district during the last quarter, from the facility afforded
y this sort of people to the apprentice of disposing of stolen produce.
In conclusion, I have to report for the information of his Excellency, that the prospects

for next crop looked highly promising at the end of June last, so much so, that it was con-
fidently anticipated that this district would have made one of the largest crops, from the
unusual plant put in, that it had made for the last 10 or 20 years, but unfortunately since
that period we have had no favourable seasons, and many estates were near losing their
plants; however, the October season having set in for the last week, has given a healthy
appearance to the cane-fields; and I have no hesitation in asserting, that, if aided by the
usual October seasons, an average crop will be made.

J have, &e.
(signed) James Nolan, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 558.

Answers to Circular.

1. Tue apprentices have conducted themselves well. .
2. In very few instances do I find a want of good feeling between the apprentices and

their masters.
3. The apprentices in this district I consider to work willingly. Th

4, Lhe



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 191

4. The apprentices in this district are worked generally upon the eight hour system; this

gives them the four o’clock to leave off work, and which they prize much; they have half

an hour for breakfast between eight and nine o’clock, and an hour for dinner between one

and two o'clock; they are allowed cooks in the field.
5. Task-work is not generally resorted to in this district, but is gradually introducing;

when the negro has been employed in that manner, he has completed his task on an average
by two o’clock, and gone tohishome. =

6. I have as yet known of no apprentices in this district working in their own time for
money-wages, at least it has not come under my observation.

7. When the apprentices have not worked to please their employers, or when the
employers have lost stock supposed to have been stolen by the apprentices, or by their
connivance, the employers have in some cases withheld the allowance of herrings and salt,
but not in very many instances, or for any length of time.

8. The free children remain on the properties with the mother, and are supported by them.
No complaint has ever been made to me that medicine has been denied to them from the
properties’ store when sick, Very few of the free children are yet of sufficient age to be
employed in field labour.

9. In this district there are four day-schools and three Sunday-schools, giving occasional
instruction to about 400 apprentices. There are three places of worship well attended.

10. The desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom is not very general ; this
conclusion I come to, from the very few applications made to me to assist them in their
valuation. No discharge has been effected during the last quarter.

11. I have not yet been able to inform myself iow the free negroes are employed.
12. The rains in April and May last had a prejudicial effect on the old coffee trees, and

but little, [ am given to understand, will be gathered from them this crop. Those properties
that have fields of young trees will be productive. I believe the coffee-pieces to be in good
order.

18. I have no further particulars to communicate.
(signed) ET, W. Dawson,

Kingsland, Manchester, 4 October 1836. Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 15, in No. 558. .

Cory of a LETTER from 7. J. Baines, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Retreat, St. Thomas in the East, 1 October 1836.
I nave the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency, that the conduct of

the apprentices in my district since my last report has been good ; a kinder feeling exists
between the master and the servant, the former not wishing to exact more labour than the
law and justice to his employer render necessary, and the latter giving it much more cheer-
fully than whenI first entered upon my duties.

he working hours out of crop never exceed nine hours, half an hour for breakfast, and
two hours and a half in the middle of the day for dinner or relaxation, labour commencing
at sun-rise and terminating at sun-set; the Friday afternoon the apprentices have (I may
say throughout the parish) given to the estate, in return for allowances and indulgences
which they consider more to their advantage. During crop-time, an agreement is entered
into between the overseer and the people, sanctioned by the special magistrate. Task-
work, I regret to say, is seldom adopted, except by jobbing gangs, who generally, by the
way in which they perform their work, obtain one and frequently two days in the week
more for their own benefit. ‘The objection to task-work upon estates has always come from
the apprentices, who are always suspicious that it is intended for the benefit of the master
only. The proprietors and attornies in this district are very liberal in their supplies, and
never restricting them in the quantity of land for the cultivation of their provisions. The
markets being good and easy of access, has made them independent of the master, and less
inclined to work for money; they prefer working for time.

Kindness is evinced towards the free children, who receive medical attendance, and in
most cases the same allowances have been continued to them that they received in the times
ofslavery ; but I am sorry to say, there is no disposition on the part of the parents to
make any return to the estate, nor will they permit their children to work, be the induce-
ment held out to them what it may: thus the rising generation, instead of adding to the
strength and solidity of this island, unless some legislative enactment interposes, will
weaken and injure its best interests.
The apprentices are fond of attending some place of worship, are well dressed, and

conduct themselves on those occasions very orderly. The established churches in this
district are too far apart to give the people the benefit of religious instruction, which they
seemwilling to avail themselves of. Bort Morant, half way between the church at Morant
ay, Bath and Gulden Grove, would in every point of view be a most desirable spot for

another place of worship. A new school-house 1s being erected at Morant Bay. A school
has recently been established at the Great-house at Air Mount; and a Sunday-school has been
opened in the hospital at the Lower-house on this property; but parents object to their chil-
Ten availing themselves of these advantages, unless in the masters’ time. There does not

exist a general wish to avail themselves of these advantages.
Applications are not numerous for the purchase of the unexpired term of the apprentice-

ship. Since I have been in this district, the attornies in charge of properties have, by a
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mutual agreement, freed many of the people upon the estates under my charge, and from
the kind, considerate conduct of these gentlemen, I have no valuation to record since my last
uarterly report. Whenapplied to, I refer them to the courts held at Morant Bay and

Bath, where a special magistrate sits every Saturday withlocal magistrates, giving them
a greater facility of being valued than I could afford in thesituation Tam placed in, distant
from local magistrates. The female apprentices, upon obtaining their free paper, almost
invariably proceed to Kingston as higglers; the men job about from place to place, but
never offer themselves to the estate they left to work for hire. The canes look well, are in
a much cleaner state than this perio last year; the high price of sugar has induced the
planters to bring a larger Proportion of cane land into cultivation. The maroons have lately
made themselves most useful as jobbers, cleaning treble theqrantity of pasture that the
apprentice could do in the same time. In closing my report, beg most respectfully to
state, that I have most cheerfully received every assistance from the proprietors, attornies
and overseers, in carrying into effect the Abolition Act, not only now, but from the com-
mencement of my duties in this parish since March 1835 ; that frivolous complaints, J may
say, on both sides have ceased. I regret that machinery is not in more general use, to meet
the reduction of labour which must be felt every year more and more, from the old and
infirm dying off, and therisinggeneration not being disposed to supply their places upon
any terms; this also must be particularly felt after 1838, when field labourers must betaken
to supply the place of the non-preedials.

Ihave, &e.

(signed) I. J. Baines, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 16, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Laidlaw, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Crescent Park, St. Ann’s, 4 October 1836.
I nave the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency, the

following report on the general state of this district, for the quarter ending on the 30th
ultimo.

It is very gratifying to be able to report favourably as to the general cbnduct of the
apprentices. With a few exceptions, which must occur in all communities, they are very
well disposed, and a good feeling appears now to exist between them and their employers.
It has been my anxious endeavour to promote and extend this feeling, and to impress upon
both parties that it is as much their interest as their duty to live on good terms with each
other. A few gangs have been lately brought before me for deficiency of work, but in
general the employers appear to be satisfied with the amount of labour. The nine hours
system has generally prevailed in this district from a very early period of the apprenticeship,
and the apprentices prefer continuous labour to having shell-blow allowed them in the
middle of the day, as they have by this means an opportunity of paying some attention to
their grounds, after the expiry of the legal hours of labour.
From the nature of the cultivation of the soil in this district, there is very little occasion

for extra labour beyond what the law provides, but when it is necessary, I am not aware of
any indisposition on the part of the apprentices to work during their own time, andIbelieve
the rate of wages upon these occasions is 1s. 8d. currency, equal to 1s. sterling per day.
The free children are supported by their parents, there not being a single instance of persons
in this condition, apprenticed to the owners of the parents, within the limits of my juris-

iction.
It is with extreme regret that I have to report, that no provision whatever exists for the

education ofthe free or apprenticed children, and I fear that if means are not speedily
adopted to provide for their instruction, they will be utterly unfit for the enjoyment of that
libertywhich has been secured to them, at so great a cost, by the British nation. There
appears to be an anxious desire on the part ofthe people for religious instruction, but there
is no place of religious worship connected with the establishment in this district. Prepara-
tions are now making for the erection of three dissenting chapels, and in the meantime the
people attend the celebration of divine worship in the open air, in large numbers, whenever
they have an opportunity (which is frequent) of so doing.
As the term of the apprenticeship advances, the people seem more anxious to purchase

their discharge, but within the last quarter, only eight persons have been able to pay the
valuation awarded, as the price of their remaining period of service. With the exception
of the females, who, when free, generally attend to the cultivation of the negro grounds, the
persons who have so purchased themselves have been tradesmen, who pursue the trades to
which they have been trained. The properties in this district are principally pens, which in
general appear to be in good cultivation;and the seasons have of late been very favourable.

In conclusion, I have to state, that so far as my experience extends, and considering the
great change that has so recently been effected in the state of society in this island, the system
is working as favourably as could possibly have been anticipated, and that the body of the
people are daily becoming more prepared, by gradual experience of the value of time and
money, for the state of things which must arise at the termination of the apprenticeship.

[ have, &e.

(signed) § Ilenry Laidlaw.
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Enclosure 17, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from W. H. Brownson, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, _ Liguanea, St. Andrew’s District, 30 September 1836.
1 uave the honour to forward, in obedience to your Excellency’s instructions, the general

quarterly report of my district, which, I trust, may meet with your Excellency’s appro-
bation.
The general conduct of the apprentices, in that part of my district denominated the

Mammee and Cavalier Mountains, is good and respectful towards their employers, with u
few exceptions, and the apprentices appear to perform their work willingly; but I am
sorry to say, that in the Lowland or Liguanea part of my district, the same good conduct
and willingness to work does not exist, andI can only attribute the cause to its con-
tiguity to Kingston, which affords theapprentices a greater facility for the sale of their
produce and for hiring themselves out im their own time, contrary to the wish of their
employers.
Thenine hour system is generally pursued, and the interval of relaxation is from 10 to 11

o’clock, and at 4 labour terminates.
Inthe mountains task-work generally prevails, where coffee and pimento is cultivated,

and the apprentices gain much time to themselves; but such is not the case in the
Lowlands.

It is more usual for the apprentices in the Liguanea than the Mountain district to work
in their own time for wages. The general rate is a maccaroni per day. Indulgences of
any kind are but seldom afforded.
As regards the condition of the free children, I am not able to inform your Excellency,

for, since my taking the duties of St. Andrew’s district, not one has applied to be
apprenticed.
The facilities for education and religious instruction are numerous, and the accommodation

very much exceeds the attendance.
A very great and general desire among the apprentices exists to purchase and set

themselves free from the remainder of their apprenticeship, and 12 in number, I am happy
to say, have done so this quarter; but to what kind of employment they generally engage
themselves, after they have obtained their manumission, is out of my power to inform
your Excellency.
The crops have suffered materially from the previous dry season, otherwise they would

have proved abundant; two-thirds are, I believe, generally calculated upon.
In conclusion, it affords me great pleasure to inform your Excellency, that the system is

working as favourably as could have been expected, and which, I am glad to say, is
corroborated by some of the greatest and most influential proprietors.

I have, &e.

(signed) W. H. Brownson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 18, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from R. B. Facey, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Montego Bay, St. James’s, 4 October 1836.
In obedience to his Excellency’s desire to be furnished with a quarterly report on the

state of my district, I take leave to state—
1. That I have not observed any change either in the conduct or behaviour of the

apprentices in this district of sufficient importance to direct his Excellency’s attention to;
they continue perfectly tranquil, and in general well-behaved.

2. That there is a far better feeling within the last three months is pretty evident;
but whether it may be attributed to a change of management or the administration of
the law is perhaps uncertain ; to whatever cause, however, this happy circumstance may be
ascribed, I am convinced it is the only sure means of securing a continuation of field labour
after the expiratioa of the apprenticeship system.

4. That the nine hours labour is “general” in this district, the working hours com-
mencing at six in the mornings, and closing at six in the evenings, with intervals ofan hour for
breakfast and two for dinner. At this time of the year, however, the nine hours labour
cannot by possibility.be accomplished, first, on account of the short days, and again, the
immense heavy showers of rain commencing about mid-day, and continuing, without inter-
mission, until the following morning.
5. T.hat task-work is not very generally resorted tointhis district, nor can the objection be

fairly said to lie with the apprentices. If (as there should be) one uniform system, or an
equitable scale of labour decided on through the year, task~wvork would be preferred by
the apprentices ; as it is, task-work, on account of the heavy rains, would be decidedly
advantageous to the employer at this time of the year, and hence their anxiety, in some
instances, to impose it; nor would there be any objection, in my opinion, if, during the other
parte of the year when the advantage might be in favour of the apprentice, the master would

inue it.

6. That it is unusualin this district for the apprentices to work in their own time for
money-wages, except during crop, when they enter into an agreement to complete a given
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number of hogsheads of sugar during the nine hours, and for every extra hogshead made’
during that time, or in their own, they receive 20s. I have not heard ofan instance, where
the people have been fairly remunerated for extra labour, that they have refused the offer to
work in their own time when the application has been made to them.

7. That the indulgences which it was usual for the estate to supply during slavery, [
regret to say, have not been so liberally extended as it ought to be—indeed, on some pro-
perties, I may say entirely withheld, and to which I attribute the cause of much sullenness
and discontent.

8. That I have no immediate means of ascertaining the actual condition of the free
children, but have reason to believe that, with the exception of medicine and medical
aid, which is denied them by the managers of estates where their parents are attached,
they are otherwise well attended to by their relations.

9. That the facilities for the extension of education and religious instruction in this
district do not appear to me by any means adequate to the demand. I have alread
forwarded a return of schools, and the number of scholars in this district, by which itwill
be observed that the only institutions for that purpose are those under the control of the
Rev. Mr. Burchell, a dissenting minister, where, in addition to catechetical and oral instruc-
tion, they are taught the knowledge of letters, by which means many not only learn to read
themselves, but are enabled to impart instruction to others.

10. That although I have only completed 10 valuations since my last return, it must
not be considered as a disinclination on the part of the apprentices to obtain their discharge;
but what becomes of them after, or to what description of labour they betake themselves,
I do not pretend to say.

12. That, with respect to the ensuing crop, I may venture to say the prospect is most
flattering; the fields much more extensive than they were last year; the plants extremely
well cleaned, and having every where a healthy appearance. At the Montpeliers in par-
ticular, the property of my Lord Seaford, there are about 210 acres in canes, decidedly the
best in appearance that are to be seen in the parish.

I have, &e.

(signed) R. B. Facey, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 19, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from Samuel Lloyd, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Chapelton, Clarendon, 1 October 1836.
In obedience to your circular ofthe 23d ult., No. 63, I have the honour to transmit, for his

Excellency the Lieutenant-governor’s information, the report of what I conceive the state and
condition ofthis district. My first observation shall beguided to the conduct ofthe apprentices;
in so doing, I beg leave to remark, my official duties here commenced on the 13th June last,
at which period I was sorry to find them prone to idleness, so much so that many of the
properties were in a state quite foreign to that in which my late district (St. Andrew’s) was
generally allowed to be, in which parish I was officially connected over two years; in corro-
boration of which state, I beg leave to quote a passage expressed by the gentry there, at a
meeting convened by the custos on the Sth June: “Industry has been encouraged,
obedience enforced, and good-humour engendered on the part of the apprentices.” It
affords me much gratification in assuring his Excellency, I have every reasonto suppose
that ere long such a passage may be applied to this district, where a general good under-
standing is beginning to prevail between the apprentices, their owners and managers; and
I am happy to add, with few exceptions, labour is performed more willingly, and particularly
so since carrying into effect the conditions of his Excellency’s instructions, as per circular
of the 16th ult., making the working hours nine per diem, and those of relaxation such as
may be most conducive to the mutual interests of all. I am sorry task-work is not more
generally resorted to, because, where there is a mutual understanding in the quantum of
labour, ihave few, if any, complaints; but the ordinary descriptions of labour vary so much,
according to soil and seasons, it would be difficult to strike out a general scale.

During the manufacture of the crop, the apprentices work extra hours for money-wages,at
the rate of 10d. currency for every four hours ; but it is difficult to prevail on them to hire
themselves to the property on any of their Saturdays. When the apprentices are at field-
labour, an unexperienced spectator would imagine they work hard; but I am aware how
reluctantly they perform work, and how much inclined they are to idle away their masters’
time, although extremely tenacious of the infringement of one minute of their own, which is
too often spent in idleness. .
The indulgences formerlygiven are, with few exceptions, continued in this district,which

the apprentices receive with feelings of distrust, fearing it would bind them to some obliga-
tions, and which feelings I recently witnessed, having attended on an estate on the day of
serving the annual supply of clothing, when clothing was also offered them for the free
children, but which was refused, and which children their parents are bringing up in idleness;
they are also disinclined to accept of any gratuity whatever for them, or to send them to
school, which has caused the total breaking up two schools established on estates. There
is, however, a well-established parochial school at Chapelton, where many children receive
religious and other useful instruction. I find many of the apprentices attentive and orderly
at charch; and I generally find those who attend the Protestant house of worship a well-

conducted
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conducted people ; but here, I beg to observe, where the apprentices have congregations of

their own at home, and where the preacher is one of their own colour, they are not so orderly

and obedient as those who attend the Protestant church; on the contrary, they are sullen

and idle. I further beg leave to state, they are very anxious to purchase the unexpired
term of their apprenticeship, which, in most cases, is done by loan, the apprentices promising

to repay by Jabour the amount advanced ; but, owing to the many frauds committed on the

rsons making the advance, I find a great decrease in applicants, and only two valuations

during the quarter. The people released from apprenticeship generally employ themselves

in the least laborious way they can earn support, such as higgling, many of them depending

on their reputed husband or wife, and the provision ground possessed by them, for

subsistence. . . .
| have much pleasure in assuring his Excellency, the late rains give a promise of an

average sugar crop. Not having any coffee properties in the district, 1am unable to report

their state.
Inconclusion, it is with much regret I have to acquaint his Excellency, although the

general appearance of the apprentices would indicate a great improvement, crime and thefts

are not decreasing, and I have reason to suspect every plant throughout the island has its

own gang of robbers in some of the many woods, which afford them every facility for con-

cealment and nightly depredations, and which gangs are, in most cases, headed by some

desperate villain, one of the convicts for life, who are continually escaping from the different

workhouses. Having had some experience in routing and dispersing such bands, both in
this and my former district, having had the police out many nights in scouring parties,I

feel it a duty incumbent on me to bring this subject particularly under his Excellency’s

notice, being convinced, from occurrences under my own observation, that when any of the
convicts abscond, there are more acts of plunder in the vicinity than on ordinary intervals;

and that the example such fellows set the people, by whom they are sometimes harboured,
will have a very dangerous tendency. I therefore take the liberty to suggest, for his Excel-
lency’s consideration, that a scrutiny of the various crimes committed by the convicts before
and ‘since their convictions be laid before his Excellency, in order to rid the colony of the
most desperate previous to the expiration of the apprenticeship term.

I have, &e.

(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 20, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from G. D. Gregg, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Retirement Pen, Duncan’s, P. O., Trelawny,
Sir, 4 October 1836,

Iv compliance with your orders, contained in your circular, No. 63, [ have now the honour
to report my observations.
The conduct of the apprentices in general I consider good, but there are, to counter-

balance this, several instances of misbehaviour, and which may be attributed to many
causes; such as where the master or manager does not enter cordially into the new order of
things, as well as where the apprentices are a badly-disposed set of people. What I mean
by the master or manager not entering cordially into the new order of things, is, that he
wishes not to overlook any little error that may have been committed by any one of his
apprentices, however good the general conduct of that apprentice may have been before ;
therefore, by getting him once punished, he destroys what little feeling of pride he may
have had, thus making a discontented man of him. Where this picking and bickering
system does not exist, I generally find the apprentices work willingly and well. The Act
in aid having done away with the eight hour system, except by consent of the apprentice,
I am in hopes that much cause of discontent has been removed. The cause why task work
is not generally resorted to, is, because the labourer does not perform the work properly, but
hurries over it; that he may work for wages, which is now very considerable, 2s. 6d. per
day being paid for field labour, and as much as 4s. 2d. per hundred for cane-holes ; but
3s. 4d. is the general price of this latter, and at this rate labourers are not to be had;this
is, however, owing to its being pimento crop, and at which they can earn 5s. to 6s. 8d.
per day; but such is the avidity to work for money, that I have known them go and dig
cane-holes during the night; but only for money will they now work, as they can purchase
“ salt” with much more ease than formerly, and this “ salt” is perhaps the only thing
withheld of that which was usually given when slaves.
The free children are not generally sent to school when schools are at hand, but they

are never employed to work for their former masters (though I have known several very
liberal offers made them by the employer), and of this I have not knowna single instance.

I regret to say that the schools are few and far between in my district; and of all the
estates, Hyde Hall alone has one upon it, the othersbeing in Stuart Town.

The apprentices appear desirous of purchasing their freedom, but have not the means;
however, six have done so since my last report; but of those who have become free, I can-
not positively speak as to how they employ themselves. I know of but two instances, and
these not in my district; one in which the apprentice remained on the estute, and the other
a female, who has become a small shopkeeper.
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The seasons have been so very good in my district up to this moment, that I am in ho
that next year’s crop will not fall off; besides, the estates appear in good order, though some-
what backward. . .
The great difficulty a magistrate has in making these reports must be allowed, for there is

no one circumstance which he may state but will bear contradiction, either with regard to
the well or ill working of the apprentices, or with regard to the good or bad management
of those whose duty it is to superintend estates; I have therefore endeavoured to confine
myself to what may be considered the general working and managing upon properties.

There are some circumstances that I feel it my duty to call the attention of Government
to: a system of living together as man and wife has been a very general practice in this
country, not only among the lower, buthigher classes, and the parties have lived together
very happily. I have known an apprentice on more than one occasion abandon his old
companion, and that, too, after having several children, and he has got legally married°
to another; one case in particular: Ann Clarke, a female apprentice to Harmony Hall,
lived with a man of the name of Roper, by whom she had seven children, and six of whom
are now alive (the youngest about nine months old); he purchased his freedom, abandons
his offspring, and gets married, by special license, to another woman, for the Rev. W. Fraser
positively refused, upon my representing the case, to solemnize the marriage. I would
therefore humbly suggest, that persons who have lived together as man and wife, and b
whom there may be three or more children, be prevented from getting married, at all events
until they can show that ample provision is made for, not only the offspring, but also
the female. This point presses very hard on the former slave, for they cannot be equal
delinquents with the peasantry at home, for custom had established a practice to soften the
severity of the law on this subject. I could say much, but I feel confident that only the
suggestion is necessary, and that measures will be taken to protect an innocent offspring
from starvation, through the barbarity of an unnatural father, as well as having them as
living monuments of a hated law. This, I am of opinion, can only be done by declarin,
them as legal legitimate children, and as such entitled to a part of the father’s estate.
Should this not be done, I fear many poor mothers will be left to provide for a young family,
and which must ultimately become paupers on the parish.
The law with regard to petty thefts is so very defective, and the master so severely

punished, that I think it, as well as the pound law, ought to be altered.
I must here beg to state the circumstance of one of the estates in my district, on which

the apprentices, by general agreement, work the ten hour system, so that they may have
the Tday to sell to their master; this method they appear to prefer to any other, as from
it they derive many advantages: first, they have no necessity to go to market with provisions
to procure “salt;” again, if their grounds have not provisions ripe, or fully ready for use,
they are not compelled to use them; or if they require a little ready money, they are not com-
pelled to make a sacrifice to procure it, as they know Friday brings it, and if they even
overwork themselves, which they often do, they have Saturday and Sunday to rest. The hot-
houses are another point which I must beg to report upon. It is not generally known, that
when an apprentice is sick he is not found by the estate in nourishment, and of the very
great loss the estates suffer by a number of apprentices repairing there during the day and
leaving at night. Ihave known as many as twenty or five-and-twenty in the hot-house
in the day, and not more than three or four sleeping in it at night, sume from sickness and
some skulkers ; but we suppose a man or woman who had been sick, but now convalescent,
requires nourishment, and leaves the hot-house, with leave, to go to his grounds at one
mile distant; on his way there the rain takes him, or a burning sun, with a heavy load ;
the chances are ten to one but a relapse follows, and the estate loses some three or four
weeks’ labour; besides which, though the hot-houses are very commodious, still they lack
beds and every comfort of sheets, bolsters, &c. Now if the hot-houses were put on the
footing of hospitals, I am confident the labour of 300 people would be saved in the year;
but the rules must be drawn out by men of experience.

In making this report, I disclaim any intention of injury to either the colony generally, or
to any single individual, as my sole desire is to afford His Majesty's Government every
information that I possibly can, and for this purpose I shall not at a future day hesitate to
state my opinion {though it must be all conjecture and surmise) as to what may be the
state of things after 1840.

I also beg to annex a copy of a letter addressed by me to the gentlemen in charge of
properties, in consequence of an order I received from his Excellency the late governor,
ut which in no one instance has been complied with, and I now solely state it for the

purpose of calling attention to the fact.
I have, &c.

(signed) G. D. Gregg, Special Justice.

(Circular.)
Dear Sir, Special Magistrate’s Office,

His Excellency the Governor being most anxious that every possible precaution should
be taken to avoid that excitement and confusion which may arise in 1838, when the non-
preedials will be totally emancipated, by a great number of predials also claiming that
right, has directed me to request that you will draw out an alphabetical list of the apprentices
under your charge, or belonging to you, or for which you may be representative or other-
wise concerned; specifying the names, ages and classification to which each belongs, as
per annexed model, and which will be supposed to be correct until controverted. No”No
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No doubt you will have to consult your employers, whether they will allow you to furnish

me with the required list. Should they not, you will please state in your reply any reasons

that may be assigned for such denial, and if it is in my power to remove the objections,

I shall do so, if consistent with my duty; or if otherwise, make application to hisExcel-

lency the Governor, who, I am sure, will do all in his power for the well-being of the

country.
Ialee beg to inform you, that, to avoid the possibility of the apprentices claiming a right

to a class to which they do not belong, and by demanding that that right be inquired into,

thereby giving unnecessary trouble, his Excellency proposes that all the apprentices should,

at any day you may appoint, be brought before me for the purpose of my ratifying the

class in which each may be placed, and, by my signing the lists in the estate’s book, avoid

at any future day a misunderstanding upon this head.

His Excellency’s object in imposing this trouble on you cannot be mistaken, as it is

solely for the purpose of obviating all the inconveniences which must otherwise attend the

uncertainty under which so many individuals will labour in 1838; the agitation of which

question must be highly injurious to the country at large, and that too at a moment when
it would be most prudent to avoid all agitation.

It may be necessary here to inform you, that all tradesmen on estates are preedials;

domestics, hospital attendants and town tradesmen are non-predials.

T have, &c.

 

 

(signed) G. D. Gregg, Special Justice.
P.S.—An early answer is requested.

To

Estate,

N : Special Justice's
ames, Age. Class in Estate Book. Conclusion. Remarks,

Mates:

Adams, John - -{ 45 | Predial - -| Preedial.

Brown, William -| 383 |- ditto -  -| Non-predial.

Cooper, Alexander -| 36 |-ditto - -j - - - | Undetermined.

FEMALEs:

Adair, Jane - -| 27 | - ditto.      
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Cory of a LETTER from W. A. Bell, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

. Pullet Hall, St. Elizabeth’s, Goshen, P. O.
Sir, 4 October 1836.

_T gave the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency, that the state of this
district during the last quarter has been quiet and orderly, excepting—

1. That for the last two or three weeks, two or three of the gangs on different properties
have shown a great deal of insubordination, and neglected their work, even to half the
quantity they oughtto do; this is evidently done on purpose, either from somemischief-
maker putting foolish ideas into their heads, or from their own want of education, which
would enable them to do better; otherwise, the conduct of the apprentices since my last
report, for sucha large district (excepting always the known bad characters, of which there
are some on almost every property), has been quite as good as could be expected from the
short time that has elapsed since the abolition.

2. There is certainly still in some parts a want of that perfect good feeling which exists
between the farmer and his workmen in Great Britain; the cause I consider to be the short
time that has elapsed since the Abolition Act, which has not enabled eitherparty to forget
their relative positions ; when the one party, as a slave, might be excused from playing
tricks, and the other party, as master, for his management of him asa slave. But this
feeling will, I trust, cease with time, and with the assimilation of management to that of
farms at home, and emigrants of good character (working men) taking the lead in every
different department of a property, together with the apprentices ofgood character, instead of
the present parade of book-keepers, who(however correct and kind towards the apprentice) still
calls to his memory the former feeling that existed. I also consider that task-work would very
much ameliorate this feeling, as the slavish old form of blowing shells, &c., for them to
eat, drink or lie down would be done away with.

3. Whenever they do not perform their work willingly, I consider it to be their inde-
pendence as to their support, as if they work their grounds regularly for even a quarter of
the time they now have, theycan support themselves and buy luxuries besides; and in their

521, : ignorance,

JAMAICA.

Enclosure 21,
in No. 558.



198 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

ignorance, as long as this lasts, they see no reason why they should work four days and a
half for their master.

4. The working hours in my district, in the long days, are from six o’clock a. M., to six
o’clock p.m. allowing three hours’ relaxation, that is, one hour from 10 to 11 A.M. for
breakfast, and two hours from one to three p.m. for dinner; in the short days, from half-
past six A. M. to half-past five a.m., allowing half an heur for breakfast and one hour and
ahalf for diuner. There are a few, but only on pens, who give one hour for breakfast and
none for dinner, but who break off work at four o’clock p.m., and in the long days at
half-past four Pp. m.

5. 1 am sorry to say task-work is not yet generally resorted to, except in digging cane-
holes, which was always the case, even in times of slavery. The objections, I think, chiefly
lie with the masters, who do not appear to wish the special magistrate to be the judge of
the quantity of work an apprentice should do, and the apprentice will not make an agree-
ment without the special magistrate being present, except in some few instances; I think,
however, this will find its own remedy in time from the master’s good sense, without the
interference of the special magistrate, although not so soon as with it; and there is a great
want of unanimity of opinion and action among the planters on this as on most other sub-
jects connected with the country.

6, On some properties during crop time, the apprentices appear willing enough to work
some extra hours for money, at the rate of a penny an hour, particularly about the boiling
or mill-house, cart-mnen, &c., but not the field people, and these former never on their
Saturday. There are some, again, who will work on their Saturdays on other people’s
properties, but not on their master’s, these receive from 2s. 1d. to 3s. 4d. per day for coffee-
Planting, digging cane-holes or falling lands, &c.; these are usually tasked, which they

refer.
P 7. On my coming to this district, I found the apprentices refusing to watch, as it was
not a work ordered by the law, being so many hours more than their nine, without pay-
ment; and I also found that the masters were withholding, or threatening to withhold, the
allowances of herrings, which were sometimes usual and sometimes not (as the parties were
well or ill-behaved), on account of the apprentices’ refusal to watch. I, therefore, made
immediately the best terms I could for both parties, as I considered which was the one
party totake their turns at watching as usual, and the other party to give indulgences as
payment thereof. Some allow them to run their stock and hogs only for payment; others
again give them herrings in addition; but as it is a mutual agreement, unless dissented from
by either party at the new year, it is considered an annual agreement.

8. The condition of the free children in my district is generally that of a state of idle-
ness; with few exceptions, they are supported from the grounds of their parents, or starve
upon the fruits which they purloin from the different trees up to the very doors of their
masters’ houses. Work and money have been offered to them in different places on liberal
terms, and education for work, but refused by the mothers.

9. The distances are so great in my district that it would be impossible, without some
good public institutions, to afford education, generally, and religious instruction to theap-
prentices; the clergy are doing as much as they can. The attendance in the houses used
as churches and schools is much more than equal to the accommodation; this will, however,
be remedied by degrees, as chapels and churches will be built; but I trust that power
will be given to some persons to force the younger branches of the community (free or
otherwise) to attend the schools, and labour for remuneration. .

10. The desire is not great among the head people to purchase their discharge; it is
usually the bad and idle who have no money, and who always wish for change, or those who
are good workmen, though not head people, or those who have family reasons.

There have been seven certificatesof Keedom given since the last report.
11. If tradesmen, the apprentices who have purchased their discharge usually work at

their trade; but all the others prefer house work or travelling employment, but seldom betake
themselves to the field.

12. I am happy to state, that the prospect for the ensuing crop in my district is even
better than last year, and this district was an improving one from the year before as to
sugar, there being 14 estates. The fields are clean; the season has been favourable for the
growth of canes, excepting where the river has overflowed its banks and flooded the land.
The rains have prevented work in some degree, particularly the carrying out of dung;
however, I trust, all is for the best.

13. I would suggest that, if possible, it should be made imperative upon the masters of
Properties to give their apprentices task-work whenever it is practicable.

Also, that for the purposes of industry, a regular allowance of bread kind and salt pro-
visions should be given to the apprentices weekly, in the same manner as done in Demerara
and Essequibo - his ground to be given up, and his four hours anda half taken by the master;
this would make a certainty to every one, good, bad, sick or well, aged or otherwise,of
having sufficient support. ere are many worthless who will not make a groand, or if it
is made for them, according to law, wil not keep it up; also there is much land given
to apprentices two hours’ distance from their homes, and that at their own choice, it being
ood land, where they may take as much as they like, which makes a loss of half a day’s
abour the poing and coming, and though they may prefer it, “time is money.” This plan
and the fask-work together, with their Saturday (the whole of which is wasted in going to
merket), time again lost, would enable them, if they wished it, to take money for the
cultivation of produce to pay for their amusements, luxuries, &c., if they required them;
it would not prevent some few of the very industrious from renting a piece of Yand fromhis

master
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master any more than the emigrant, and would prevent the constant disputes of hogs, &c.,
and the constant thieving of the bad from the good (as these former, having no grounds,

would have no business there), which constantly occur on almost every property. This plan

would take twelve months to be brought into practice, as it would be full that time before the

master could have a ground sufficiently large and stockedto afford a weekly supply; until that
time, the apprentices would of course be obliged to keep their present lands in cultivation, and

after that time the land would become the property of their masters. It would also bring

them nearer to that state in which the labourers are in England, but I am sorry, for the sake of

the labourers in England, to say, that the apprentices here would be in a much more

rosperous condition. This would also pave the way to doing away in time with giving

clothing to the apprentices, and improve the revenue by the quantity of money which
would be constantly changing hands in consequence of the necessities of the different classes

of labourers, and also the greater quantity of produce which would be sent home by the

greater quantity of labour given to the estates. ;

The apprentices’ grounds are much as usual, as far as their own food is concerned, but
for sale there does not appear so much as formerly in the country; of course the idle and

worthless apprentices have their grounds in their usual order—not good.
The offences among the negroes generally are the careless use of fire, destruction of canes

and provisions from one another and from their masters, insolence and contemptuous

behaviour to their constables and managers, and in some instances loss of labour. I do not
mean to say that all these offences are general.

I have, &c.

(signed) WW. A. Bell, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 22, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from John Odell, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Haughton Grove, Western Interior District,
Sir, 1 October 1836.

I wave the honour to state that, since the transmission of my last quarterly report, the
eneral conduct of the apprentices in this district has been peaceable and orderly. I must

Rowever add, that on some few estates the best of feeling does not appear to exist between
them and their managers; and this I conceive to be mainly attributable to the want of dis-
cretion on the part of the latter, who are either uncourteous in their bearing and language
to the people over whom they are placed, or too fond of stopping on every trivial occasion
their fish, &c. &c., which the great majority of the properties, I am happy to say, still con-
tinue to them.

It is but too observable that, on those estates where such measures are pursued, work is
reluctantly and indifferently performed; whereas, under a conciliating yet firm management,
a very opposite result almost invariably takes place. _ .

I now proceed to afford your Excellency mformation on those subjects not yet referred
to, which are required by your circular of September 23.

In this district, at the present season of the year, labour commences shortly after six a. m.
(sun-rise), and whether interrupted by heavy rains, as is almost daily the case for hours at a
time, terminates at sun-set, about six p.m. It is palpable that, owing to the prevalence of
those rains, the employer seldom obtains from the apprentice more than eight hours’ work.
During the working hours some estates give an hour for breakfast to the apprentices, but the
majority of them not more than half that time; all allow two hours for dinner and rest,
which relaxation generally begins at one o’clock p.m.

_ Task-work is very frequently resorted to in the district; and on many estates the appren-
tices seem to prefer this mode of working to any other. Some managers, however, disap-
rove of the system, froma belief that the apprentices, in their eagerness to complete the
abour apportioned to them, hurry over it in a slovenly manner.
_ It is quite general amongst theapprentices to cmploy themselves for wages in their own
time at a particular description of labour, namely, the digging of cane-holes; but they do
not evincea similar disposition with regard to any other work. The love of gain is obviously
enough the cause of this selection of employment, an able-bodied negro not unfrequently
earning, at the rate paid for cane-hole digging, 6s. 8d. for every hundred holes, 10s. per
cay or ordinary work he would not acquire more than 2s. 6d. in the same time.

ew indulgences are, I am inclined to believe, discontinued by the proprietary under the
new system, but they are withheld from the people occasionally, under the circumstances
stated in the early part of my report.
The moral condition of the majority of the free children, it is much to be feared, is bad;

their physical wants appear to be well supplied by the parents, and in some instances they
are assisted in the latter respect by the managers.

There are two day-schools and three Sunday-schools in the district; the two former and
one of the latter have been established by the Rev. Mr. Betts, of the Church Missionary
Society, at Argyle and Alexandria, properties belonging to Mr. Neil Malcolm. The reverend
gentleman has, I have every reason to Velieve, received much support and encouragement in
his zealous endeavours to promote moral and religious instruction amongst the peasantry
from the representative of Mr. Malcolm’s numerous estates, Mr. George Gordon. The
two other Sunday-schools are superintended by the clergymen of the respective missionsto
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which they belong, the Baptist and Methodist. These schools, as far as I can ascertain,
are all well attended. The congregation at the chapel of the Church MissionarySociety,
and at that of the Methodist mission, on Sundays, appears to be commensurate with the accom.
modation which either building affords.

No discharges from apprenticeship have taken place since my last report, and no desire
has been evinced amongst the apprentices in this district to purchase their manumission
from the time of my having assumed charge of it.
The prospects of the ensuing crop are, as stated in my previous report, not of a ve

cheering description. The cultivation of ‘the plant cane has, it is true, been considerably
extended in comparison with last year; but the quantity of ratoons going out of cultivation,
from neglect, in many cases, will much more than counterbalance any increase which might
otherwise have resulted; added to this circumstance, the violent and continuous rains have
done much injury.

I shall now conclude, by begging to suggest to your Excellency the necessity which
exists for instituting schools, with agricultural establishments attached to them, for the
benefit of the free children. I fear that schools without such appendages will be of little
efficacy ; and that unless these young people are henceforward, simultaneously with mental
culture, practically trained, by the hope of reward, to farming and rural pursuits, a great in-
disposition, if not a positive disinclination, will be shown on their parts to embrace them at
a more advanced age; I need scarcely add, how detrimental such a result would be to the
colony.

¥ I have, &c.

(signed) John Odell, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 23, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from Joseph Rawlins Thomas, Esq., Special Justice, to
C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Falmouth, Trelawny,,3 October 1836.
I wave the honour to transmit to you, for the information, and in obedience to the orders,

of his Excellency the Governor, the monthly report of the state of the Falmouth district,
under my superintendence, and I trust it may be found in accordance with his Excellency’s
wishes, conveyed in circular, No. 63, 28 September 1836, and in every other respect satis-
actory.

_ The general conduct of the apprentices is, I am happy to say, quite orderly and contented,
the prevailing discrepancies and crime amongst the worthless consisting in running away
and the depredation of provision grounds; and I regret to add another class of delinquents,
those who, from choice, hiring out, using every stratagem to defraud their owners.
Good feeling universally prevails betweenthe good apprentice and the master; where not,

the fault is that cf the lawless apprentice; and yet the eye of the master and his very
assistant on the property. The vigilance of all is indispensable to ensure a fair return of
that labour which the law would ensure the proprietor.

Task-work is encouraged in this district, and to the obvious advantage of the apprentice;
and where not entered into, the objection is on the part of the apprentice.
A The usual system of daily labour is the nine hours, according to the fifth clause of the
ct in aid.
The apprentices are free, generally, to work for money-wages in their own time ; where

not, he objection is on the part of apprentice. The ordinary rate of wages is from 3d. to 4d.
er hour.
, Some indulgences are curtailed, but the staple one of salt fish is freely and universally
allowed.

The condition of the free children would be pitiable, but from the spontaneous and liberal
provision made for them on their properties.

This district does afford ample facilities for education and religious instruction, and the
attendance, particularly in the town of Falmouth, is great, the church and schools affording
commensurate accommodation. .
The desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge continues, but I do not think

increases; since my last quarterly return of valuations, 28 have taken place, and 24 dis-
charges given.
The employment to which those who have obtained their discharge resort is their usual

and accustomed trade as artificers; and others hire themselves, with the boon of freedom, to
their old owners, or indent themselves to new masters.
The prospects of the ensuing crop are generally, throughout this district, most sombre,

-owing to the late months (since June, in which month the rains gave the canes a “ spring,”
subjecting them doubly to the ravages of the drought) proving so dry and untoward to the
thirsty plant. —
On every estate in this district the state of cultivation has been more or less forward,

and the seasons alone failing have frustrated the fondly-cherished hope of a far more
abundant crop than that of the last year. -

IT have, &c.

(signed) Joseph Rawlins Thomas, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 24, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from W. H. Sowley, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

St. Ann’s, 30 Sept. 1836.

Since the date of my last report, the apprentices in this district continue to behave
themselves well; their conduct has considerably improved, and there appears to be a kind
feeling existing between them and their employers; they perform their respective duties
willingly, and appear to be cheerful and contented.
The eight hour system has been the general mode of working the apprentices. They are

allowed an hour (with cooks) generally for breakfast, and two hours in the day for dinner;
so that, if they come to their duties at six o’clock in the morning, they are drawn off at
five o’clock in the evening. This, however, entirely depends upon what hour they begin
their work. .

In digging cane-holes, task-work isresorted to, agreeable to the mutual wish of employers
and apprentices, sanctioned by the special justice; and while so employed they take such
relaxation as they please; but it rarely happens that at this kind of work an apprentice is
seen in the field after two o’clock in the day, they having by that time performed such task-
work, and gone about their own affairs.
When the mills are about on the sugar estates, the apprentices willingly give labour,

in their own time, for money-wages, and are paid, generally, at the rate of 24d. an
hour. When they dig cane-holes, they are paid from 3s. 4d. to 4s. 2d. a hundred, and
while at the same work in the estate’s time, they have an allowance of rum and sugar
served them every day, and sometimes with fish in addition. When they are deserving of
it, they have herrings occasionally served out to them during the year, and at Christmas
the same allowance of salt fish is given them, as in former times, as also rum and sugar. I
cannot say much for the condition of the free children: they are supported at the
expense of the estates, and their parents will not suffer them to perform any duty but for
themselves, and when they are sick, the estates furnish them with medicines, and generally
allow the mother to remain with them until they are well.
There is every facility for the education and religious instruction of them, but very few go

to the church. It is my opinion that many estates would employ teachers, if the parents
would consent to perform a little additional labour for the expense.

There are not so many of the apprentices now purchasing their remaining term; only
about half a dozen have done so since my last report; and those who have been discharged
go away and are not heard of more. I cannot say that, of all who have so obtained their
discharge, I am acquainted to what employment they betake themselves.
The prospects, both for the present and the ensuing crops, were very good at one period ;

but from the long drought, it is fearful if an average crop will be made next year. The
seasons have been must unfavourable, as all vegetation has been at a stand for some months
ast.

P I must not, however, throw a very gloomy aspect on the condition of things in general,
nor do I wish to hold out any favourable prospect for the ensuing crop, as this entirely
depends, even at this late period, upon whether the fall seasons are followed up or not.

(signed) W. H. Sowley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 25, in No. 558.

Cory of a REPORT from Walter Finlayson, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Montego Bay, 4 October 1836.
Tax general conduct ofthe apprentices in my district has been good.

. Upon some estates, the good feeling between the employers and the apprentices has been
interrupted from various causes, particularly by depriving the apprentices of their half
Fridays, in consequence of adopting the eight hours system; by withholding the former
allowances of salt fish, and by recent oppressive regulations app icable to hospitals which
have beenenforced by some medical practitioners; but, generally, the people perform their
work willingly.
Theworking hours are now fixed at nine daily; one hour is allowed for breakfast, and two

hours for dinner.
, Task-work is not generally adopted in my district; though, where reasonable tasks are

given, the apprentices willingly accede to them. .
Where they can get adequate wages, the apprentices work readily for hire; but several

estates do not require their employment on the Fridays and Saturdays. The wages usually
iven are from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day.

It has been already stated that some estates withhold entirely the former supplies of salt
fish to the apprentices, Others have limited the number of cooks, nurses and watchmen to
provision grounds. These are, however, generally granted.
The condition of the free children is in general very bad, as they are burdens almost

entirely upon their mothers, receiving no support from the estates, and only getting medical
Care in a few instances, unless when paid for.
The attendance of the apprentices, both at church and in schools, appears to be fully equal

to the accommodation ; and it affords pleasure to report that great exertions are making

{especially in the town of Montego Bay) to provide additional accommodation, Th
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There is, unquestionably, a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their
freedom. During the last quarter eleven applications for valuations were made to me, Of
these five were not concluded, owing to differences of opinion among the justices; three
were settled by payment of the sums fixed, and the remaining three are still unpaid. [
cannot tell how they afterwards employ themselves.

So far as can be guessed at, the prospects of the ensuing crop are good. Upona number
of estates the cultivation has been extended; and the seasons have hitherto beenvery
favourable. . .

(signed) Walter Finlayson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 26, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from John Daughtrey, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

St. Elizabeth’s, 4 Oct.. 1836.
Tue general conduct of the apprentices in this district has been undergoing a gradual

but perceptible improvement, from the commencement of their term of indented service ;
andI make the remark as equally applying to the last three months of the period.

Although unable to state that there is no remaining want of confidence and cordiality
between them and their masters, the unfriendly feeling is by no means universal, and is
divested of much of its original bitterness.
The causes of the absence of this perfect good feeling are various, and not always very

tangible. On the part of the master, an injudicious manner oftreating the people will occa-
sion it. They cannot bear many words, even when in fault; a teasing, taunting method is
particularly offensive to them; and some overseers, having no other weapons now at com-
mand, are too apt, I fear, to employ these. I observe, that a firm, quiet carriage in a
manager, with perfect fair dealing, and occasional encouragement, are almost unfailing in
their effect upon the negro mind; but this happy combination of qualities can scarcely be
very common in persons who had their training under all the bad influences of the old
system. My district, I am happy to state, affords a few such characters. I need not add,
that wherever they are, all interests reap the advantage ; the proprietor never fails to do so
in his improved return. It would be well for themselves if that body evinced more concern
than I fear they generally do with regard to the fitness of those who have the immediate
charge of their people and estates—I mean, of course, their moral fitness.

Too much must not be expected at once from a body of labourers who were so lately
slaves. Their habits must almost of necessity be all against willing labour for others—labour,
I mean, without direct and obvious reward. As slaves, it is beyond dispute, they hung back
wherever they could, and their ingenuity was constantly exerted in finding methods to do it
undetected. Something of this vice still lingers among them as apprentices, and must be
expected to do so, Where they are in every respect well treated, far less unwillingness
discovers itself. Indeed, under such circumstances, they often manifest considerable cheer-
fulness at their work and contentment with their condition.

But to be aware of all the agility and animation of which they are capable, they must be
seen on their march, in groups, to market, with provisions, or on their return with their
purchases. Neither the distance nor the burthen they carry appear to be felt. The motive,
doubtless, stimulates and sustains the physical power. Constrained and reluctant labour,
wanting this principle, cannot have its support. The apprentice system retains some portion
of this attendant disadvantage; but, with all its unavoidable defects, I must ever consider it
asa state which has conferred upon the subjects of it a boon of incalculable value, and which
is conducing to their essential improvement in the scale ofsociety.

In referring to the causes of comparatively unwilling labour, it is important to remark,
that much always depends upon the prevailing moral tone on the respective properties.
Where the advantage of instruction has been afforded, and has taken general effect, an
influence is brought to bear upon the behaviour of the people, which is found to overcome
many of the little annoyances and minor grievances which would otherwise be sufficient to
produce irritation or sullenness,
On some of the properties in this district, the salutary influence I have described has,

unhappily, scarcely yet an existence. Nothing can be more marked than the contrast the
two classes present; it extends to their whole appearance, and to every thing about them.
I hesitate not to affirm, that the annual labour of an intelligent, instructed body ofapprentices
is worth, at least, one-third more than that of others to any property. Indeed, taking the
contrast in its widest extent, as it exists at this moment on two neighbouring estates under
my official charge, I consider the difference to amount to full fifty per cent. ; and I am sure
the relative return to the proprietors will confirm the opinion.
The arrangement of the time of labour in this district has always, with few exceptions,

been what is called the nine hour system, work commencing at six, with the interval of an
hour for breakfast, either at nine or ten, and terminating at four; in some instances com-
pleting theweekly quantum by four hours and a half on every Friday, and in others, by
working the usual time on alternate Fridays. The people are satisfied with the plan.
__ Task-work is gradually coming into practice here ; 1 have urged it strongly. There is no
inveterate objection to it in either party; but managers, unaccustomed to what requires
pains and application of mind, are sometimes disposed to fancy difficulties in it which may
not really exist; and the negro, not always seeing beforehand his clear advantage in it, and
habituated to the indulgence of distrust, frequently declines such a proposition whenmade to

im. -
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him. Some managers are anxious to introduce the system, and there cannot be the smallest
doubt that, wherever it is undertaken upon fair principles, it must be beneficial to both
artles.

P I have the satisfaction to report that a considerable proportion of the apprentices now
work freely, in their own time, for money-wages. The ordinary rate is 2s. 6d. currency,
which is an advance upon the rate paid some months ago. For digging cane-holes, 38. 4d.

r hundred holes is given, and readily accepted. The payment is usually in money, and
the aettlement daily. This judicious practice has greatly tended to induce the people to
hire. I fear, however, it is becoming a temptation to the improvident to neglect the due
cultivation of their grounds, and that I shall shortly have to apply in some cases the remedy
which the law provides for such neglect.

Here, as I believe every where else, the weekly supply ofherrings, one of the indulgences
under the slave system, has been generallydiscontinued :since the abolition. Nothing would
more contribute to the content of the people than the renewal of this boon. Where it has
been continued, I observe that good feeling generally exists between the parties.
A majority of the free children in this quarter, I regret to say, are stillvegetating about

the negro-houses in equal indolence and ignorance. I have no reason to think that many
suffer from want of support; but I never think of the state in which public neglect or delay
has left the great mass of them for two whole years without discouragement and sorrow.
If they are ever to be a useful, industrious race, manual labour schools must be provided for
them ere long, and at whatever cost. Some means of compulsive attendance will have to be
devised, or those children whose parents are lowest in the scale of intelligence will be apt
to lose the benefit. It will be in vain to look for teachers in the island, they must be
supplied from the parent country.

he attendance at divine worship very much exceeds the present accommodation. This
district is more favoured with respect to means of direct religious instruction than education.
There are not schools for one-third of the children, and yet, where they do exist, there is on
the part of many parents a considerable apathy with regard to the attendance of their
children.
[have not discovered any general desire in the apprentices to purchase their discharge;

not more than nine have been effected here since my last report. Nearly all have gone
into the service of parties who advanced money to release them from other masters.
It seems to be chiefly where they are on bad terms with those who are over them that they
wish to disengage themselves. any have the means to do so who have hitherto evinced
no desire for it.
The prospects for next crop are favourable; on two or three of the sugur estates very

much so. General cultivation is unquestionably advancing. The season has been, on the
whole, propitious for this mountain district, although unusually wet.

Future reports may suggest other points for remark. IfI have nearly repeated former
observations, the heads which were placed before me in the instructions from the Colonial
Office have naturally and necessarily led to it.

(signed) John Daughtrey.

 

Enclosure 27, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Arthur Welch, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, , Manchester Parish, Warwick, 1 October 1836.
Tux general conduct of the apprentices in this district is good. There does not appear

any want of good feeling between them and their employers, except in a few instances,
where the “salt” has been withheld, and where the managers are obstinate and foolish.
The labour, in general, is cheerfully and regularly given. The usual relaxation is half an
hour for what is termed “ chocolata,” and an hour for breakfast, from twelve to one.
toetakwork is seldom resorted to; the apprentices do not like it, from the idea they will do

much.
The apprentices are all eager to work for hire in their own time. Pruning and cleaning at

1s. 6d. sterling, and picking coffee at 2s. sterling per diem. In a few instances, and but
very few, “ salt” (i. e. herrings) is withheld.

e free children are idle and ill clad; they are supported by their parents, but from the
produce of the “ grounds” belonging to the estate. This subject calls loudly for the
consideration of your Excellency. The attendance at church is far greater than the church
gives accommodation for. There is not a tenth of the schools requisite, nor does there
appear any probability of more being erected. Mere literary education, unless combined
with agricultural labour, will do little for the ultimate benefit of the country ; and if the
free children generally are not made to work for adequate wages, or apprenticed by the
special justices, they will be a direct nuisance to the country instead of a benefit.
Any apprentices having the power to do so, would gladly purchase their discharge. Five

have been effected in the last quarter. Those purchasing such discharge usually hire
themselves to small settlers, or become small traders about the country.

e ensuing crop is small, the old coffee not bearing, in consequence of the heavy crop
last year. A great deal of young coffee will come on next year, and every one is planting
as much as he can. The season has been favourable enough, but the crop will not
average more than half of last year. The coffee crop is no criterion of the description of a521, nan district.
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district. Last year’s was a very heavy one. The cultivation of coffee, if prices exceed 41. a
hundred, need never give any one the least alarm. When negroes come, in 1840, to work
for money, 20 good ablepeople will do the work of 60 at the present day.

I have already offered to His Majesty’s Government every suggestion I consider capable
of making this island what it ought to be. The chief thing is to make the idle become
industrious, and the improvident careful, a task of no minor importance in any sphere of
society. The rising generation ought to be generally instructed on such subjects as will
hereafter make them useful members of society ; but in a semi-barbarous country like this, to
give children an education that will just make them self-opinionated, and think themselves
superior to their parents, and too clever to earn their bread by the sweat of their brows, will
be the obvious result of the system at present pursuing. It has already had this effect on a
large portion of the inhabitants of Jamaica, and. if continued, what the free people of the
lower orders here are now, the free children will be hereafter.

I have, &e.

(signed) Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate,
 

Enclosure 28, in No. 558.

Extract from Mr. Special Justice Harrés’s Quarterly Report, dated Montego Bay,
St. James’s, 26 September 1836.

Accorpine to rule 27 of the instructions from his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo to
the special justices, it becomes my duty to lay before you, for the information of his Excel-
lency the Governor, a special report of the state of my district.
Having so very recently taken charge of the district in St. James’s, it is quite out of m
power to dilate on the several points required by the rule; it will require a little time and
experience, which as yet have not been afforded me; I have, however, been through the
district once. The cultivation appears to have been well attended to, the fields are clean and
m good order, and, as I am informed, the cultivation is in a much more forward state than
this time last year. There has been a good deal of dry weather, from which the fields
suffered much; but within the last fortnight there have fallen very fine showers of rain, and,
in consequence, beautiful verdure has been produced.
From report, the apprentices are steadily pursuing their allotted labour. Complaints very

seldom made on either the part of the master or apprentice. A good feeling appears to
exist on both sides, which I sincerely trust will be industriously encouraged and promoted.
 

Enclosure 29, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Wiiliam Carnaby, Esq., Special Justice.
Montego Bay, 4 August 1836.

Tue crops look well, and, as regards both extent and condition, are much better than last
year. The seasons have been propitious, and no interruption in the labour of any con-
sequence has occurred. .

I have much pleasure in reporting the conduct of the apprentices peaceable andorderly,
and that they perform their work cheerfully. Where they receive humane treatment, I see
no reluctance to do their work well. I should say the managers generally use them
kindly, though there are a few exceptions, which the body cannot help, nor themagistrate
reclaim.
The hours of labour are nine daily, one hour being allowed for breakfast and two for

dinner; but when the day shortens, it is found necessary to limit the diet hours, so as to
enable the apprentice to give the nine hours’ labour, and thus have no infringement upon
their Friday afternoon. During crop, an arrangement is usually gone into between the
manager and apprentices for working in spells 16 hours daily, those choosing to labour the
whole 16 hours receiving payment for the extra time, averaging 1 4d. per hour,

This season, task-work has been very generally performed, and when honourably and
liberally superintended, I have no hesitation in reporting that it answers well, and is advan-
tagecus to both parties. Upon one property, however, the overseer withdrew froma verbal
agreement of that nature the moment he found it to be beneficial to the apprentices.
Instances of this sort are rare, and seldom occur.
The old allowances of herrings, &c. are, with few exceptions, still given; but I deplore

that any option on this head is left to the party, as in many instances the innocent suffer by
such allowances being withheld,

I am happy to say that this season there is a marked improvement in the disposition of
the apprentices to work for hire; the wages given average from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. daily.

Managers complain that the parents of free children will not permit them to labour for
hire, though a liberal allowance is offered. I have no reason to doubt the fact, but it must
be evident that such children are much better employed obtaining education, to enable them
to become good members of society, than labouring at the tender age of eight. Ibelieve
the parents give all assistance in their power to educate such children; ‘but I regret to
observe that, as yet, there are no regular establishments for the education of free children
upon estates in this district, if I except the properties of Irwin and Williamsfield, where
schools have for some time been in active operation, under the superintendence of the
Rev. John Robins, of the Moravian mission, aided by the liberality of both Proprietors. hes“

urches
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Churches and schools are in the course of erection in the district, and when finished will,
I imagine, go a great way to render such accommodation complete. The attendance at

church is great, and marked decorum every where observable.
There is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom, and, as the

apprenticeship shortens, Ianticipate a great increase, especially among non- redials, For
the last quarter, seven valuations have been carried through byme, four being paid for,
averaging 34/. 5s. 24d. currency each. I cannot say how those parties paying afterwards
employ t emselves. ; .

hould the weather continue favourable, and no calamity occur, I have every expectation

that the crop will, so far as regards my district, exceed that of last year.

(signed) William Carnaby, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 30, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from George Willis, jun., Esq., Special Justice,
to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Bath, St. Thomas in the East, 11 October 1836.
In answering circular, dated the 15th July, for the information of the Secretary of State,

I should say as follows :—
1, The general conduct of theapprentices in this district is decidedly good.
2. The feeling between master and apprentice equally good.
3. They perform their labour willingly, but at the same time do not do the portion they

should in the hours allowed them by law; hence arises their occasionally being made to
ay days.

P J. The working hours in this district are nine, and two hours and one half-hour allowed
during the day for relaxation, viz. half an hour for breakfast and two hours for dinner.

5. Task-work is not resorted to generally, and the objection does certainly lie with the
apprentice.

6. The work done in their own time for wages is so very trifling, not worthy of notice.
I only know of one estate, viz. Pleasant Hill, and the rate of wages 1s. 8d. per day, with
an allowance of salt; but the free labour upon this property only amounts to 751. 11s. 8d.,
making the average of free labour, per each apprentice, about 7s. in two years.

7. [am not aware of any indulgences being withheld that were usual during the term of
slavery.
8.The condition of the free children is far from good; the parents have had excellent

offers made them, but they resist every thing tending to be of service to their offspring.
Iwas present upon the 5th September, on Plantain Garden River estate, when an offer
was made (as below) by the attorney, A. Barclay, esq.; also present, the rector of the
parish and the Hon. Thomas M‘Cornock, custos; when every thing was done in our
power to persuade the parents how much it would be for their good ; however, they resisted
every offer, and declined having any thing to say upon the subject. The same offer has
been made to the Golden Grove apprentices, upwards of 500 in number; they also
refused.

9. In this district the attendance at church is more than equal to the accommodation, but
the attendance at school far from equal to the accommodation.

10. The desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge is not general; since
my last report (three months), only six.

11. I cannot learn to what kind of employment, when they have obtained their discharge,
they usually betake themselves.

12. The prospect of the ensuing crop good; the general state of cultivation good; the
season has favourable.

13. The only suggestion I have to make is, that a scale of labour would be much more
satisfactory than the present plan, and save an infinite deal of trouble to the magistrate and
the manager.

Iam, &c.

(signed) George Willis, jun., Special Justice.
 

Proposition to the Parents.of Children under Eight Years of Age, on Plantain
Garden River Estate. Number of Apprentices, Three Hundred; of Free Children,
Sixty-five.

On the part of the Children.
Taar all children from four to eight years of age, having previously had their breakfast,

shall enter the school at eight o’clock in the morning, and remain until ten; from ten to
twelve o’clock to be employed in gathering and bringing in hog meat, vine, or at any other
light employment, such as picking trash in the cane-yard at crop-time, or weeding young
canes, under the superintendence of any old woman, whom the parents may themselves
select for the purpose 5 from twelve o’clock to two, dinner and play; from two o’elock to
four, in school; from four o’clock to six, the children over six years of age to be employed
&s in the forenoon; the younger togo to play.
That on Sunday the childrenshall attend regularly some of the places of worship near

y, the church or chapel, as their parents may wish;
52 1, ann On
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On the part of the Proprietor.

That he will maintain a teacher for the instruction of the children, and provide them
with all necessary books. ;

That he will pay for medical attendance for them in sickness, and provide necessary
medicines, &c.

That he will pay to each child over six years of age, who shall give regular attendance
during the specified hours, 10d. per week, thus affording them education at their own
houses under their parents; medical attendance, in case af sickness; hire sufficient to pro-
vide them with ample means of clothing, and the free use of land for providing them with
food.

(signed) A. Barclay.
 

Enclosure 31, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from E. E. Fishbourne, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Lower House, St. George’s, 11 October 1836,
In compliance with the instructions contained in your circular letter, No. 63, dated

23d ult., with reference to the subjects to be embraced in my general quarterly report
upon the state of my district, I have endeavoured to reply as fully as possible to each
question as it stands in the circular dated from Downing-street.

1. The general conduct. of the apprentices in my district, since my last report, has been
respectful and peaceable.

2. I am not conscious that any bad feeling exists between them and their masters.
8. On most estates the people work well andwillingly, more particularly where they are

kindly and liberally treated, and where allowance is made for slight offences.
4. The system of labour hitherto adopted on sugar estates has been the eight hour

system, allowing from half an hour to an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner; or
half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner; or three or four hours at once in the
heat of the day. A different system obtains upon almost every estate, and varies according
to the seasons or other circumstances. On coffee properties, task-work adapted to the nine
hour system is almost universally prevalent.

5. Task-work is resorted to wherever it can be done, to the mutual satisfaction of master
and apprentice.

6. The apprentices seldom refuse money-wages for work to be done in their own time;
occasionally they demand too high a rate, but generally they gladly accede to fair terms,
and work well when they are certain of being punctually paid. The rates vary with the
nature of the work they are employed on, from 1s. 8d. to 3s. 4d. a day; in the manufac-
ture of sugar, they are paid either by the number of pans of liquor boiled, or the number
of hours employed, They are usually paid weekly.

7. Some of the indulgencesare withheld on some estates, such as herrings, allowances
to child-mothers and young children. .

‘8. Free children are supported by their parents alone; they are quite unemployed, and
their state is far from satisfactory.-

9. There is a Sunday-school and a day-school at Annotto Bay, open both to free and
apprentices, but the attendance is very limited. There is also a school at Fort Stewart
estate, supported by the Messrs. Mitchells, of London: the lord bishop allows a master.
There is a parish church at Buff Bay, an episcopal church, and a Baptists’ chapel at
Annotto Bay. In the parish church the attendance is far beyond the accommodation.

10. There are several sensible, respectable apprentices who are well able to purchase their
discharges, but they think it better to keep their money until the end of their apprentice-
ship. Four discharges have been effected since ny last report.

11. I have valued 35 apprentices, and of that number I can only account for a few.
I believe women generally become higglers or seamstresses, and men usually work at their
trades, or hire themselves as sailors or servants.

12.Thepros ts of the ensuing crops appear rather favourable; the state of cultivation
is very good ; the fields are clean; the season has been very hot, and some estates, where
the soil is sandy, have suffered very much in consequence.

13. I have not any suggestion to offer, or practical measure of importance to recommend.

I have, &e.
(signed) EE. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 32, in No. 558.

Cory ofa LETTER from Richard St. John, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq-
Sir, Mount Holstein, St. George’s, 4 October 1836.

In compliance with the directions contained in the circular letter, No. 63, dated
23d _ult., respecting the general heads upon which it is desirable I should afford infor-
mation in my general quarterly report upon the state of my district, I shall reply to the
questions in the circular, dated Downing-street, 15 July 1836, in the same order,paragraph
by paragraph, as the circular is marked.

1. The general conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report has been .
uniformly
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uniformly marked by attention to their duties, respect to their masters, and tranquillity in

heir hours.
* 2, I am not aware of the existence of any bad feeling between them and their employers ;

few complaints are brought forward by the a prentices against their masters.
3. Making due allowance for the natural disinclination of a man to work for another

without remuneration proportional to extra exertions, the people work as willingly as can

be expected, they knowing that they can be compelled to do fair work.
4.The apprentices in my district work upon the nine hour system; they get an hour and

a half in the day; they commence at six, and are drawn off at half-past four every day, and
are allowed every alternate Friday. These hours must vary with the seasons.

5. Task-work is not resorted to; the question has never been mooted by either party.
6. Working for money-wages is common in my district; the people are always paid

every day, at the rate of from 1s. 3d, to 2s. 6d. per day, according to the work they are

employed upon. : . .
7. iam not aware of any indulgences being withheld from the apprentices; complaints

have never been made to me to that effect.
8. The free children are totally unemployed and left to the care of themselves or some

feeble old woman. I consider their state far inferior to that of apprentices between six and
twelve years of age, inasmuch as they are not allowed clothing, &c., by the properties upon
which they reside, and they are not brought up to any useful employment; they are univer-
sally supported by their parents alone.

9. There is but one school in my district, which is centrally situated at Birnam Wood; it
is supported by the Church Missionary Society. The attendance, I understand, is very bad.

10. There are many quite able to purchase their discharge, but they do not like to part
with their money. No discharge has been effected since my last report,

11. Iam quite unable to state to what employments those who have been discharged
usually betake themselves; very few have been discharged in my district, and they have
removed to town, or out of my district.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop cannot be estimated at this period of the year with
any probability. The appearance of the trees and the state of cultivation, are unobjec-

tionable, but the season may be unfavourable, and anticipations may not be realized. Last
year, expectations of a very large crop were entertained; but the former part of the season
was much too wet, and the latter part too dry, and, consequently, the crop has fallen far
below the estimates of planters.

13. There are many small settlers in my district who have a few apprentices upon remote
and distant mountains. It would be impossible for a special justice to visit them, and attend
to properties pointed out by the Abolition Act; and it must also be attended with too
great a loss of labour if the special constables were to be employed to bring culprits before
me; therefore, many poor people suffer much loss rather than incur the further loss of a
constable’s time. ‘To remedy this, I recommend that a small detachment of police be
stationed in my district, under a steady serjeant, who, upon application to me, might be
employed in bringing up such culprits; besides which, my district is situated along both
the sides of the igh road from St. George’s to Kingston, and if a body of police were
situated upon some central place, much stolen produce would be taken up, and many petty
thefts prevented.

I have, &c.

(signed) Richard St, John, Special Justice.

 

Copy of a LETTER from Richard St. John, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Mount Holstein, St. George’s, 11 October 1836.
I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-

governor, that complaints have considerably decreased since my last quarterly report.
The chief charges are in cases of neglect of duty, where there is no immediate superintend-

ence, such as odd jobs, watchmen, and cattle minders, &c. a

. Some apprentices are so idle that when left to themselves they prefer to waste their time
in idleness than work their grounds; the consequence is, that if they do not work for money-
wages on Saturdays, they have no provisions to subsist upon, and are therefore in a manner
compelled to steal from the industrious. This is a very serious evil, for the difficulty of
detection and proof of guilt render them more careless about their grounds, and also
dishearten those who are desirous of living honestly upon the fruits of their own industry.

anagers do not complain, because, if special justices order the grounds of such persons
(who are generally idle fellows) to be put in order by the estate, and then to repay the
labour so employed during their own time, the properties suffer. It seems to me desirable,

for thegood of my district generally, that apprentices should be employed to workatfixed
times in their grounds, under the superintendence of a driver, and to be periodically

inspected, either by the manager or one of his book-keepers, and a certificate to this effect

produced before vestry. . ;
The coffee fields are in good order, and if the seasons are favourable, the ensuing crop will

be rather good than otherwise; but as much depends upon the weather, little value can be

placed upon any estimate.
I have, &c.

(signed) § Richard St. John, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 33, in No. 558.

Answers to Circular.
Port Royal, 1 October 1836,

1. Wuart has been the general conduct of the apprentices in your district since your last
report ?—Improving. . .

2. Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers, and if so, to
what cause do you attribute 1t ?—Generally speaking, there is a good feeling.

3. Do they perform their work willingly, and if not, to what do you ascribe it?—The
majority do not; I ascribe it to the apprentices in this district being the most depraved and
dissipated in the island.

4. What are the working hours generally in use in your district; are any, and what, intervals
of relaxation allowed to the apprentices during the working hours ?—The apprentices in this
district are all non-preedials.

5. Is task-work generally resorted to in your district; if not, does the objection lie with
the masters or the apprentices ?—The apprentices in this district are all non-preedials,

6. Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages; if so, what
is the ordinary rate of wages, and how are they paid; if not, have they beenoffered ?—
The apprentices in this district are all non preedials; but as the colonial engineer, I have at
present very heavy work to perform in digging out a new river-course, and frequently, on

riday and Saturday, employ estate’s apprentices at the rate of 2s. 11d. currency, equal to
1s. 9d. sterling; on those days I generally have from 200 to 300 at work.

7. Are any indulgences withheld which it was usual during slavery for the estate to
supply ?—No.
e What is the condition of the free children, and how are they supported ?—Generally

good, and in most instances supported by their owners ; however, there are some exceptions
where thechildrenare very badly off, owing to the depravity of their parents.

9. What facilities does your district supply for education and religious instruction; is
the attendance at church and in the schools equal to the accommodation ?—The parochial
school, the Mico charity school, Protestant Sunday school, Wesleyan Methodists’ school
and Baptists’ Sunday school. The attendance at church and in the schools is not equal to
the accommodation.

10. Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge; how
many discharges have been effected since your last report ?—There is not a general desire ;
three apprentices have been discharged, since last report, by their owners, without any remu-
neration.

11. To what kinds of employment do those who have obtained their discharge usually
betake themselves ?—They continue in the same employment as when apprentices.

12, What are the prospects of the ensuing crop, and what the general state of cultivation;
has the season been favourable, or otherwise ?—~My district is confined to the town of Port

Royal. I have, &c.

(signed) James H. St. John, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 34, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from J. W. Grant, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Mandeville District, Manchester, 7 October 1836.
I nave now the honour to send the quarterly report on the state of my district.
The general conduct of the apprentices, since I last made a similar one, has been good,

proper and respectful. It has ever been my anxious desire—indeed the object I have most
aimed at—to create and cherish a good feeling between masters and apprentices, and I need
not say, that it gives me pleasure to think my efforts have not been altogether-unsuccessful.
There is a good feeling between masters and apprentices in my district, which may be per-
ceived by referring to the few complaints in my diaries made by either party for the last
three months.

The. apprentice always will work, and work well, when he is treated with mildness, and
conceives that there is no desire, on the part of persons ‘in authority over him, to deprive
him of any of those privileges and justrights to which the law entitles him.
A number of properties have been cultivated by labour on the nine hours system, but

I believe the greater part on the eight. On many properties they work from six to ten
o’clock in the morning, and from one to five in the afternoon.
Task-work is resorted to-on many properties, and I often meet the apprentices returning

from the field to their homes in the middle of the day, after having performed the quantity
of labour allotted to each or all of them by their respective managers.
They always work for money-wages, when they think they can earn more by doing so

than in cultivating their grounds. The ordinary rate of wages is 2s. 6d. currency, but from
the many facilities they fave of making more than even this, it is often refused. Of course
there are exceptions; but speaking generally, I cannot ascribe their refusing to work in their
own time to any indisposition to labour, but, among many others, to the cause I have already
fdentioned.
There is not a property in my district, that I am aware of, where the indulgences the

apprentices were accustomed to receive in the time of slavery are withheld. The masters
and managers know, from the discontent such acts always create among them, that it
would be very bad policy to do so, Th8:
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The free childrenare supported by their parents, and, I have often had occasion to observe,

are treated with kindness by the masters. On some properties they receive medical attend-

ance when sick, as the apprentices do, and have a person sent with them to school to take

care of and attend to their little comforts.

There are very few facilities afforded for education, from the small number of schools ;
and in some parts of my district the people feel this, and regret that they have no oppor-

{unity given them of having their children educated. .

There is everyfacility afforded for religious instruction, from the number of churches, but

the attendance is not, I believe, at all equal to the accommodation.

The apprentices evince the greatest desire to purchase their discharge, although, during

the last three months, only ten have done so. I am aware, in a few instances, of their hiring

themselves out immediately they have been discharged, but I cannot say to what kind of
employment the greater part betake themselves.
The crops here are generally good and bad every alternate year; the last crop was

exceedingly plentiful;the prospects of the ensuing are not so good, although the cultivation

is, if any thing, forward. .

The season, from the almost incessant rain, has been very unfavourable; if the crop will

be small, these remarks will show that the circumstance cannot be attributed to any bad

conduct on the part of the apprentices, or unwillingness to do that duty which the law
requires of them.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. W. Grant, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 35, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from W. H. Alley, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. Hf. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Mile Gully, 12 October 1836.
I gave the honour to state, for the information of the Lieutenant-governor, that the

general conduct of the apprentices in this district has been orderly. It affords me great
satisfaction to observe that a feeling of good-will and confidence increases daily between the
master and apprentice; if this continues, which Iam almost confident of, from my know-
ledge of the proprietors and managers of the estates, I anticipate the most favourable
results. ,

I have received no complaints as to the working hours; the eight hour system has been
uniformly acted upon since I have performed the duty of a special magistrate.
none intervals of relaxation are half an hour in the morning and an hour in the middle of
the day.

Ihave very particularly recommended task-work, which appears the most satisfactory to
the apprentice ; generally speaking, the apprentices do not wish to work in their own time
for their masters; they have, however, done so on some estates, for which the average
amount of wages is 2s.6d.aday. All the allowances which it was usual for the estates to
supply during slavery are almost universally continued ; the indulgence of salt and herrings
has been withheld wherethe apprentices behaved improperlyor disrespectfully to their masters.
The free children are supported by their parents, who do not show any disposition to

bring them up in habits of industry. There are two churches of the established religion,
together with the Moravian and others; there are also several schools.
The apprentices show a strong desire to purchase their discharges; I have had none since

my last report.
I cannot say to what employment those who have obtained their discharge betake them~

selves, but I can state thatI have never known one who returned to field work.
The crops are not so abundant, nor is the cultivation so forward, as at this time last year.

The season has not been favourable.
Ihave not at this moment any suggestion to make, or any practical measure to re-

commend,
I have, &c.

(signed) § W. H. Alley, Special Magistrate,

 

. Enclosure 36, in No. 558,

Cory of a LETTER from George Gordon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq,

Crawle River, Great House, Clarendon,
Sir, 9 October 1836.

Ir is with much gratification that I report, for the information of his Excellency the
Governor, the continued good conduct of the apprentices in my district; the spirit oflitiga-
tion has much subsided, and there appears to exist on the part of the managers a laudable
desire to overlook minor faults, which clemency seems to be duly appreciated by the
apprentices.

The nine hour system is usually adopted, and the periods of relaxation are one hour for
breakfast and two hours for dinner. Any want of uniformity is to be attributed to the in-
fluence of local causes, as, the distance of the field from the negro-houses, and the expect-

521. - ation

JAMAICA.

Enclosure 35,
in No. 558.

Enclosure 36,
in No. 558.



JAMAICA.
ne

Enclosure 37,
in No. 558.

210 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

ation ofthe noonrains. Task-work would be more common, but the great inequality of lands,
even of neighbouring properties, prevents the adoption of a general scale of labour through
the parish; and managers, therefore, find it difficult to arrange any other labour by task-work
than that of cane-hole digging. There is a reluctance on the part of the apprentices to work
in their own time for wages, except during crop, The mode of payment is by money, once
a week, and the ordinary rate is 10d. for eight hours, when the extra work is in the manu-
facture of sugar, or 2s. 6d. for the Saturday, or 5d. for every eight cane-holes, when the
labour is agricultural. 1am happy to bear testimony to the liberality of the proprietors,
who have, without a single exception, continued the usual indulgences of former times,
The great abundance of provisions in this seasonable district prevents any cases of want

and wretchedness among the free children, and their diseases always meet every attention
from the kindness and humanity of the managers ; but there is nothing more truly melanchol
to the philanthropist, and nothing which calls more loudly for legislative enactment, than the
moral condition of these children; no youthful discipline is maintained, and no habits of
industry inculcated; and even the christian endeavours of private individuals to teach the
primary moral truths have been met with indifference by the parents. Of the episcopal form
of worship there is one church at Chapelton, and another to be built at Arthur’s Seat; the
lord bishop has also appointed a lay reader to the Leicester-fields district. The missionaries
have no recorded place of worship, but are gradually adding their assistance, and extending
their influence. There is one parochial school at Chapelton, which is well conducted, under the
immediate superintendence of the rector; and the school at Leicester-fields is a branch of the
Jamaica National ; another school will soon be erected at Arthur’s Seat. Many private indi-
viduals devote a part of their time to the oral instructicn of the apprentices. 1 am, however,
sorry to say that the attendance is not equal to this very small accommodation, but that may
partly proceed from the population being scattered; but it is to be hoped that an increased
accommodation may also cause an increased attendance.

Five discharges have been purchased within the last quarter; few or none of these com-
prise the better or more intelligent order of negrues; and the liberty that is sought for is the
liberty of idleness, for they neither purchase land nor offer themselves for employment on
the estates. The season has been favourable, and the prospect of the next crop is good.

T have, &c.

(signed) George Gordon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 37, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from William Hewitt, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, St. George’s, Jamaica, 6 October 1836.
In reply to your Excellency’s circular of the 23d ult., No. 63, I have the honour to make

the following observations on the state of my district.
Since my Tast report on the conduct of the apprentices, they have continued to conduct

themselves with diligence and propriety; they are just now showing a disposition to idleness,
and are rather unsettled, in consequence, as they say, of the change of the hours of labour;
they seem to imagine that Mr. White, the former special magistrate, and myself have
defrauded them of their rights, by allowing the managers to work them on the system of
eight hours per diem instead of nme hours, which latter the apprentices greatly prefer. From
the 1st August 1834 the apprentices have been working in this district from six A.M. to
eleven A.M., when they get three hours for their breakfast and dinner-time; they go to work
again at twop. m. and leave work at five ; one day in the week at half-past five. Theyhave been
perfectly satisfied with this method of labour ever since my residence here, about 20
months; but I am told that at first they wished very much to work nine hours daily, and
get their four hours and a half at one time; they have generally worked for wages m the
manufacture of sugar, and sometimes at field work, when required, at the rate of 1s. sterling

r diem.
The indulgences which were allowed during slavery are not generally withheld.
The free children are usually provided with medicine and medical attendance, when

required; and their mothers are allowed to attend them in hospital, on condition of their
repaying the time so employed; these children are, generally speaking, in a deplorable
condition.

The apprentices are regular attendants at church, which has just been enlarged by sub-
scription for their accommodation; and there are several Sunday-schouls, which are well
attended both by aduits and children; there is a school in this district established by the
Church Missionary Society, but I fear that few scholars profit by it.
No apprentices have purchased their freedom during the last three months; nor does

there seem any desire amongst them to do so,
The season has been tolerably favourable this year; the estates are looking well ; and I

imagine that this district will fall but very little below the average crops.

I have, &c.

(signed) William Hewitt, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 211

Enclosure 38, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from 7. A. Dillon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Retirement, Great House, Upper Dry Harbour District,

Sir, St. Ann’s, Jamaica, 12 October 1836.
ALTHovGH very unwell, I have endeavoured, with the assistance of a clerk, to carry into

effect his Excellency the Governor’s instructions with as much accuracy as possible. Had
I been in better health, there would have been less necessity for an apology for any inaccu-
racies which may appear in the various new forms.

This district has, Iam sorry to say, been visited with incessant rains for the last nine
weeks, rendering the duties of all parties, including masters, apprentices and magistrates,
harassing and laborious to exceed description ; nevertheless, therehasbeen no relaxation in
discipline or conduct, and I am sanguine in my hopes that it will exhibit at the termina-
tion of the apprenticeship a community bound together by reciprocal feelings of good-will
and mutual benevolence, and influenced by one common motive in maintaining order,
industry and obedience to the laws. May God grant that my exertions and ardent desire
should conduce to this end, is the sincere prayer of

Your, &e.
(signed) f. A. Dillon, SpecialJustice.

 

1. Superior to the emigrants, and quite equal to the peasantry of Europe.
2. Not generally; there may be one or two instances; want of tact in the overseer, and

temper in the people. .
3. I cannot say they do; they derive no additional benefit for working well, no privation

for working ill; the total absence of that which stimulates all mankind—profit and loss.
4. Nine hours; none, except what the Act provides, nor is it necessary; they can, when

working for wages, clean 1,285 cane-holes; but when employed for the estate, they never
exceed 350. /

5, Task-work is not general, except in their own time, which they prefer, as they can, with
ease, earn a dollar a day.

6. It is from 2s, 6d, to 3s.; invariably in cash.
7. Many estates continue the old allowances; others, less prosperous, withhold them.
8. In absolute idleness; supported generally by the mothers.
9. None; the accommodation quite inadequate.
10. It is very much decreasing; many, very many, have the means, but not the desire;

six. ,
11. To such as they have been heretofore accustomed.
12. Short. This district has been visited with incessant rains, such as have not been

remembered; but the quality will be superior, owing to intervals of intense heat between
the heavy rains; this remark applies to coffee. Cane-plants are luxuriant; cultivation
variable; but on the sugar estates admirable.

13. I have already recommended four, in my March and July reports; experience con-
vinced me of their necessity. Time and calamities will force their adoption. The emigrants
who cannot be placed under sanatory control are, in many instances, infected with the
loathsome yaws. I would fain refer to my July report, pointing out a remedy. If somemeasures are not speedily taken to prevent the spread of this frightful disease, the Aboli-tion Law will prove a calamity instead of a blessing.

(signed) I. A. Dillon, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 39, in No. 558.

REPORT of District from John R. Hulme, Esq., SpecialJustice.
. September 1836.Tax conduct of the apprentices, generally, in this district, during the last quarter, isdecidedly improved, and a good feeling appears to exist between them and their employers.Upon the whole, they are working willingly, but sometimes they are rather slow. ework nine hours per day, having an hour for breakfast and two hours in the middle of theday. Whenever task-work can be employed, it is generally adopted, and decidedly pre-ferredby the apprentices. They have been working for wages on most of the properties inthis district, in di ging cane-holes, the rate of wages being 3s. 4d. for 100 holes 3 and theyhave the usual indulgences granted them.

_ The free children are supported by their parents, and on many properties they are fur-nished with medicine when sick, and other indulgences, but are generally living ina state ofidleness, There is one school at Green Island, and another at Rockspring, supported by theProprietor, for the education of the free children and younger apprentices. The accommo-ation at church is more than equal to the attendance.
There has been only one apprentice discharged since I came to the district. I am notaware that they follow any employment after they are discharged.
he prospects for the ensuing crop are not so good as were anticipated, owing to incessanteavy rains; and for the same reason, together with the general prevalence of measles, thestate of cultivation is not so forward as might have been expected.

(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 40, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from Edmund B. Lyon, Esq., Special Justice,
to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Palmetto River, Blue Mountain District, St. Thomas in theEast,
Sir, 31 September 1836.

Upwarps of two years of the apprenticeship have elapsed, and reviewing the condition of
the estates in this district at the present moment, I feel pleasure in the retrospection of the
conduct and labour of the apprentices during that period. At the commencement of my
labours in the latter part of August 1834, a spirit of dissatisfaction prevailed among the
apprentices, which on some estates exhibited itself in open resistance to the authority of the
magistrate and master, the able people frequently absenting themselves for two or three
days together. At that time my district embraced half of this populous parish, and the
whole of St. David’s, containing a population of 18,000 apprentices. I had the good fortune
to be received by them with confidence; tranquillity ensued, and with it cheerfulness and
industry. Since this, I have every quarter had the pleasing duty of recording the indus-
trious and improving state of the peasantry; and at the same time, as a necessary con-
sequence, the excellent condition of the estates, the majority of which have been increasin
their cultivation, and have not, in a single instance, suffered any other reduction of crop
than that arising from the diminution of the hours of labour.
The valley of the Blue Mountains, the principal sugar cultivation ofmy district, has the

appearance of a highly cultivated garden. The estates have all cleaned their cane-pieces in
a shorter time than customary after the termination of crop, and have been enabled to
establish a larger plant than usual, and in some instances without the assistance of jobbers;
nor has the anxiety, which the present high price of produce must naturally create, of
increasing cultivation led them to neglect the permanent and substantial advantages to be
secured by the improvement, and enlargement of their works and machinery, the repairs of
roads, cleaning of pastures and other labour, which, two years ago, it was universally
declared to be impracticable to effect. Blue Mountain estate has, since Christmas, erected
a steam-engine, and are enlarging their boiling-house; Hallhead and Suze Island have
repaired their water-wheels and works ; Coley has erected a cast-iron wheel, and are busy
repairing their works generally ; Buckingham and Boston are enlarging their boiling and
trash-houses, and, in addition to the putting in of a much larger plant than usual, have, b
the estate’s people, within the month of September, trashed, cleaned and moulded 113 acres
of canes and 200 acres of pasture land, which had not been touched for the last four or five
years, with a great gang of 37 and small one of 17 people.
A most extraordinary instance of the application of manual labour was exhibited by the

apprentices of Blue Mountain estate two weeks ago—40 people in four days cleaned and
trashed 42 acres of canes, less than four to the acre. The same people last year, and in the
course of the present, trashed and moulded, and trashed and cleaned all their cane-pieces
(with the above exception) at a rate not exceeding six to the acre, and were justly considered
to have performed extraordinary work.

Last. week, at Hallhead estate, the apprentices, after the land had been ploughed and
harrowed, dug it into cane-holes at the rate of 20 people to the acre, a performance
astonishing to contemplate, and which, in the most energetic period of coerced labour, would
have been deemed impracticable ; and these are people who, from the commencement of the
system to the present moment, have never needed any stronger incitement from mé than
praise or expostulation. The gangs have never been deprived of a day, nor have there been
a dozen individuals tried for offences on either of these estates (Blue Mountain and Hali-
head) during the last two years. But the merit is not mine, nor solely the people’s; it is
chiefly the result of the good common sense, extensive practical knowledge, and of a quality
still more rare in a colonial atmosphere—the sense of equity which directs the management
of the gentlemen who are overseers on those properties.The same results, the same good
feeling, and the same spirit of industry and cheerfulness among the apprentices would be
developed on all the properties around me, did it always happen that the managers were
possessed of the same judgment, actuated by the same zeal, and capable of appreciating, in
the same degree, the willing, strenuous and hearty co-operation of their labourers.

In my last quarterly report, I entered so fully into my reasons for expecting the con-
tinuance of the same state of feeling (that did then and which at present exists) between
master and apprentice unto the termination of the apprenticeship that it would be a work of
supererogation to again enlarge upon the subject; but there is one portion of it which, from
its probable influence on society at the termination of the apprenticeship, requires more than
a passing notice. It appears to me that no part of a magistrate’s duty is more important
than that of recording the occupation and watching the social condition of those released
by purchase from the apprenticeship. The preamble of the British enactment looks to “ the
new state and relations of society which are to follow the general manumission,” as a con-
dition to build on in “ an adoption of the laws” to the great and universal change from
slavery to freedom ; that is, to the time when a peasantry, receiving wages for their labour,
shall rent the cottage and land they occupy, distribute the toils of their families according
to their own notion of their usefulness, their ease and their happiness, and order the concerns
of their humble homes in any way they please. The narrow-minded factionist, who
struggles against the progress of events, knows that this must be the state of things when
the apprenticeship (the last link in the chain of slavery) shall be broken, yet he seeks to
retard its beneficial operation by discountenancing and checking, by persecution, eve

approac
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approach to this condition as long as the apprenticeshipshall last, and he shall possess
authority. He refuses to adapt the laws to the new relations which are to followa state of
general and unconditional freedom. One of the processes by which this operation is carried
on, is the exclusion of the free unapprenticed husband from the company of the apprenticed
wife; or of the wife, released by purchase from apprenticeship, from the society of the still-
continued bond husband. It is not a mere verbal exclusion, or a threat of enforcing against
such intruders on the estate the penalties of the Trespass Act,by which this is effected. It is
all systematized under the formalities of notices served, in which the parties are declared
tenants chargeable with rent at an exorbitant rate, or of warnings to depart, under the pains
and penalties of the law. In the struggle ofthe special magistrate to protect the apprentice in
his family and domestic rights, he is brought into collision with the local magistrates,
exercising jurisdiction over the person relieved from the obligations of the apprenticeship.
This state of conflict augments the influence of a pernicious state of public opmion, and the
habits and feelings of the labouring population are left unsettled, or exposed to very false
views of happiness and utility.
To mention a case or two:—Two female apprentices to , the property of a local

magistrate, were released from their apprenticeship by their husbands, who were desirous
the remainder of their lives should be devoted to the superintendence of the domestic
comfort of their families, and to that necessary care which their years and infirmities
required. They were both old African women, who had been upwards of 30 years the
property of their late master. The moment their certificate of discharge was granted, the
overseer was directed to give them notice to leave the estate, and they were forbidden to
enter the houses of their husbands, unless they paid a weekly sum for the privilege. They
have two or three times applied to me for advice and protection, and my endeavour to
protect them in their civil rights has created a considerable degree of irritation against me,
not alone in the bosom of their late master, but generally among the magistrates and
attornies of the district. The latest (but I fear it will not be the last) attempt to remove and
annoy them was a threat that Mr. would issue his warrant, under the Trespass Act,
for their apprehension.
At plantation, Robert Graham purchased the remainder of his term, and, though

a married man, was immediately ordered off the property, and forbidden to enter the house
of his wife. A few weeks ago, in the silence and stillness of night, he crept into the house
of his apprenticed wife, to whom, at the altar of his God, he had sworn “ that, forsaking all
others, he would cleave unto her until God did them part.” He is a Baptist, and they
joined in prayer, and sang a hymn of thanksgiving. His arrival was instantly reported to
the overseer, who (still haunted by the memory of those accursed and heart-blighting days
when the voice of the slave, raised in any other tone than supplication to or adulation of his
task-master, was considered rebellious or insubordinate) instantly ordered the constables to
watch at the door, and apprehend him on his coming out, which was done; but hy some
means he contrived to escape, and came to me. I visited the property, and have,I trust,
for a time secured to him his domestic rights, and the privilege of visiting, as a free man,
any other of the members of a free community.
At—— , James Harris, an old man, has six children on the property, two of whom are

incurably diseased, requiring one person’s entire attention; and Ann Barnswell had two chil-
dren and an aged and impotent mother, with two or three others. The moment their release was
effected, they were served with notices to quit at the expiration of three months, or to remain
only on condition of paying an exorbitant rent, though occupying the same houses with
their apprenticed children, and relieving the estate from the necessity of supporting and
nursing their sick and disabled families. The same system has been pursued on other
estates in this district, and I have reason to believe it is as extensively and as invidiously
carried on in every part of the island.
To turn to a more pleasing view of the same subject, I have assisted in valuing the

apprenticeship term of 145 preedial and non-predial apprentices; and I have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that the greater number (and have reason to believe the whole) are in their
various situations respectable and industrious members of the community. In the earlier
period, the greater portion released were the wives or n ‘stresses of unapprenticed individuals ;
at another, the children of apprenticed and unapprenticed persons; and latterly, the larger
number have been of the preedial mechanics andlabourers. The desire of the apprentice to
effect his release from a system professing freedom, but which has so many of the odious
features of slavery, is so strong and increasing, that in many it amounts to a passion, and
induces them to solicit friends or strangers to advance them money for the purpose, under
the pledge of becoming bound to the lender, and performing in return labour more onerous
than that from which they so convulsively shrink—the compulsory, unrequited labour of an
epprentice under the Abolition Act. As the period shortens, a serious obstacle to his
obtaining his discharge is opposed in the immense and extravagant increase of value insisted
upon by the local magistrates, and sworn to in valuations by almost every witness examined
for the master. In the last quarter, a house servant in Special JusticeWillis’s district was
valued at 120/.; and a slender female predial labourer was valued in the district of Special
Justice Rennell for 114/.: these are facts which speak too plain for comment.

_ It is much to be lamented that that most important of all “ means of improving the hap-
pinessof the great body of the people, the spread of Christianity,” through the religious
education of the rising generation, should in this extensive mountainous and populous sugar
district be almost entirely neglected. There are no schools or chapels in the district. The
free children are, in consequence of the anxiety of the parents to have them educated,
removed to the towns, the only places at present in which schools have been established.
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They have no alternative but to submit to a separation from their children, and consequently
but few remain upon any of the properties around. A few have apprenticed them to trades.
men and shopkeepers, with an understanding they would be permitted to attend Sunda
schools. It is a laudable anxiety; but the necessity for separation deprives the untutored
parents of the advantages they would derive were their intercourse with their children
unbroken, as, while they were progressing in knowledge and improving in manners, much
that they learned would be sympathetically imparted to their parents.

I have, &c.
(signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 41, in No. 558.

Cory ofa LETTER from C. Hawkins, Esq., Special Justice.

Sir, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P.O., 11 October 1836,
In compliance with his Excellency’s circular of the 23d September, No. 63, directing the

special magistrates to send a quarterly report of the state of their district, I herewith
enclose to his Excellency answers to the thirteen questions; viz.

1. The general conduct of the apprentices in this district since my last report is, that they
have behaved themselves peaceably, quietly and orderly.

2. There is no want of good feeling between master and apprentice; and, from my own
observation, that the feeling of mutual kindness is gradually increasing.

3. I cannot say that the apprentices are at present performing their work so well of late
(viz. within this last month) as previously; they do not turn out in the mornings agreeable
to law; and lately I have received several complaints of their not performinga sufficient
quantity of work. I cannot at present point out what to ascribe this to; their turning out
in the mornings I attribute to the difference in the length ofthe days, as the negro conceives
that the sun must be up before he ought to go to his work.

4. The hours of working in my district. generally is the nine hour system. On some
small properties the eight hour system has been worked ; but on every one of those who have so
worked I have invariably found the apprentice discontented, and I have received more com-
plaints from those properties with less negroes than on those who work the nine hours. I
am of a decided opinion, that the eight hour system is worked as a punishment on the
apprentices, and that no benefit whatever results to the properties; I should say an injury.
The apprentices in this district have togo from 15 to 20 miles to their mountain-negro
grounds, and the eight hour system hinders them from going on Fridays; and by the
time that they can go and return on the Saturdays, they lose the market on that day; and I
believe that is in some measure the reason that the apprentices neglect their mountain

unds. The apprentices are allowed one half hour, with cooks, for breakfast, and two
ours for dinner, in the nine hour system.
5. Task-work is in general made use of in this district during crop, in digging cane-holes,

and sometimes in cleaning cane-pieces, and is in generalpreferred by the apprentices, and
seldom objected to by their masters. I have known task-work finished by 12 o’clock, except
in crop time. At times the masters refuse to work task, as the apprentices have not done
a sufficient quantity of work while working in the hours of their masters; but this is seldom.
In picking pimento, I have known the apprentices bring in double the quantity in their own
time, and paid for, as they did in the same time for their masters.

6. The apprentices are most eager to work for hire in their own time in this district, with
the exception of one estate, and can always get employment; in fact, the estates cannot pro-
cure a sufficient number they wish for. The apprentices are now getting from 4s. 6d. to 5s.
a hundred for digging cane-holes, 5s. and 6s. 8 d. for picking a barrel of pimento, and 2s. 6d.
per day for common labourers. George Marrett,esq. is most anxious to procure as many a8
possib'e, and has offered to pay them daily. On all estates the hire is paid weekly, and I

ave not received a single complaint from any one apprentice, of him or her not receiving the
amount due.

7. Indulgences on some estates have been withheld which the apprentice received while in
slavery, but this is not general; and I must remark, that on those properties where this
has taken place, the apprentices do not work so well; discontent appears, and complaints
are more frequent, and I have every reason to suppose that the estate loses by this niggardly
conduct. On those estates which comprise the largest portion of apprentices, as well as the
largest estate in my district, viz. the estates of Messrs. Marrett & Miller, attornies, the
same allowance is now given as was given when slavery existed; and I have great pleasure
in stating, that on the estates managed by Messrs. Marrett & Miller, less complaints are
made, and punishments but very seldom inflicted.

8. The condition of the free children, from every information I have been enabled to get
at, I am sorry to say, are not brought up to habits of industry, or are educated; that their
parents make them their servants as soon as they can perform any work. Was it not for
the kindness of the masters to the mothers, in allowing the children, when sick, to be taken
into the hot-house, a very large proportion of children must be victims to disease and want
of medical attendance. Although this kindness is gratuitous on the part of their masters,
there is great difficulty in getting the mothers to repay back to the estate the time so lost,
and in some cases the mothers have positively refused to repay the time so taken from the
estate. I beg leave to state one instance of cruelty and neglect of « mother, at ew

astle, .
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Castle, viz. a mother took her child to the hot-house doctress, saying it was sick ; she told
her to go to busha with her child; the mother said no—(this was on Thursday afternoon)}—
saying, to-morrow, Friday, was her day, also Saturday and Sunday; but on Monday she
would do so. On Monday she brought her child dead to the overseer.

9. I am very sorry to say, in answer to this question, that there are few schools for
education in my district; theonly one I know of is kept by Mr. Knibb, a Baptist preacher,
on the extreme point of my district. There was a branch school at Rio Bueno; a few only
attended; the master was totally unfit for the situation, and has been discharged. The
church and chapels are well attended—TI may say, crowded to the extreme. There is one
church, two Baptist and one Methodist chapels in my district. The apprentices are most
punctual in the duties of religion, and every Sunday fail not to attend a place ofworship.

10. The apprentices have a great wish to purchase the remaining term of their
apprenticeship, so much so that several gave notice of their intention, who, on being valued,
have not the means. The number discharged since my last report is three.

11. I cannotpositively state how the whole of the apprentices, who have purchased their
freedom, have employed themselves; I only know of a few, those having hired themselves
to their old masters, and are receiving wages ; those, I must state, are in general tradesmen
who formerly belonged to the estate.

12. The prospect for the ensuing crop cannot at the present time be well ascertained, as
in this district the planters depend mostly on the rains that come in with the northerly
winds, which may now be daily expected. My district lies on the sea-shore, and we
seldom receive any benefit from the southerly rains. The season within the last fortnight
has been most favourable, and the appearance at present luxuriant. I can say that, on
every estate in my district, the proprietors, or attornies, have put in a much greater quantity
of canes than were in before; on some estates as much as 60 acres of canes have been
planted this year; and on the smallest, not less than 10 acres, with the additional quantity
of cane land ; and the seasons proving favourable, I should certainly count on an increase of
roduce, allowing for the difference in the hours of working, agreeably to the Abolition
Law; and I understand this is generally expected in this quarter.

13. In answer to this, I do most anxiously suggest to his Excellency the formation of a
school in this district, for the education of the children of all classes. There are two
villages in my district, viz. Rio Bueno and Duncan’s; in both there are a number of young
children without a teacher of any kind. I have often heard the free people regret the want
of a school, as they would most gladly send their children to be educated. While the
Rev. Mr. Vine lived at Arcadia Great-house, he kept a school for the younger branches of
all classes, under the care of Mrs. Vine. On Sundays Mr. Vine instructed the adults in
reading, and also in hearing their catechism after church service. Since Mr. Vine bas left
Arcadia, we have no school within six miles, nor a place of worship within four of my
house, which is situated in the very centre of my district.

I beg leave to call his Excellency’s attention to the state of the cultivation of the negro
grounds. Provisions are daily getting more scarce; in fact, provisions can but scantily be
procured for any price; the markets are but slenderly supplied, and what are brought to
market sell at very high prices, so much so that it 1s almost impossible that the small
planters can purchase sufficient to maintain themselves. From every information I have
been enabled to gather, the negroes have abandoned their mountain grounds, and trust to
jobbing and their garden around their houses. Provisions are at present mostly brought
from,the parish of St. Ann’s, and from the small settlers of the mountain district of this
parish.

(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 42, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from W. F. Marlton, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Bishop Mount, St. Mary’s, 31 October 1836.
I nave the honour to forward my report for the quarter ending 30th ultimo, and to state

to your Excellency that my absence from the district, in attendance on the duties of the
Commission in St. Thomas in the Vale, prevented my transmitting the quarterly report by
the first post in October.
_ The conduct of the apprentices in my district, since my last quarterly report, has been
m general exemplary; they have been industrious and contented, performing their duties
under the law to the satisfaction of their managers. I must not omit to state to your
Excellency, that in this district we do not adhere to the Abolition Law strictly. During this
year the work has been carried on by a mutual understanding between the managers and
apprentices; the latter, having the half Friday, or alternate Friday out of crop, with a
good allowance of “salt,” so termed, and other old indulgences, readil give up some
time in return, My earnest endeavour has been to convince Bothparties that their mterest
18 “conciliation ;” and I attribute the willingness with which the apprentices perform their
labour to the good understanding which at present exists between master and apprentice.
rudent managers rarely have occasion for the interference of the special justice; and I can

safely say, with one or two exceptions, the overseers now see the advantage of departing
from the old system of management. In this district the nine hour system prevails, but the
sbouTers in the long days work more than nine hours, and that cheerfully, understanding
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as they do that they have their old allowances; one half-hour for breakfast and two at mid-
day are generally allowed as hours of rest. Task-work is not resorted to in thisdistrict,
nor have I attempted to enforce it, such a mode of labour being contrary to the Abolition
Law. The apprentices, termed jobbers, are expected to dig a certain number of cane-holes,
and during the pimento season half a barrel is considered a day’s work for an ablepicker,
I have no doubt the apprentices would prefer task-work, were they satisfied no advantage
would be taken by imposing too much on them.
The labourers are eager to obtain money; they now have confidence in theirmanagers,

and readily work for wages. I am generally appealed to for the purpose of arranging
between the parties, and I have considered, on the large properties, that the manager should
expect the mill to be kept about for 16 or 18 hours daily, during five days in theweek ;
that the spell-hands at the mill should receive 6s. 8d.per week, with their fish and other
old indulgences. I have impressed on the apprentices that 1s. 8d. per diem is a fair remu-
neration for mill-labour, but in digging cane-holes they obtain 3s. 4d. for 70 holes.
There are many apprentices on properties who depend on wages, in place of working their
grounds for support. When the mills are not about, many of these people commit tres-
passes on the grounds of their neighbours. The prevailing offences are, trespass on pro-
vision ground and cane-pieces; absence from work and impudence to the constables; but
I find they are generally committed by the same set of delinquents. The apprentices, being
conversant with the law, are not disposed to make frivolous complaints; forbearance on
both sides has been seen to be the interest of all parties. The negro grounds have suffered
much from the very dry season; the labourers appear to prefer the cultivation of their
gardens to their grounds; but the latter are sufficiently well worked for all their purposes.
The season having been unusually dry, the canes suffered severely from want of rain;

the crop next year may be deficient in consequence, but the managers do not blame the
system,” as the cultivation has not suffered from want of labour. -

he free children are entirely under the care and control of their parents; I have met
with only one instance of inabilit in the parent to maintain the child. They have tne most
decided aversion to let the free children do any work for the estate; being young, they are
easily supported by their parents. The managers generally afford assistance in the way of
medicme to the sick free children; on only one estate in my district are they attended by
the medical practitioner, which is by an arrangement between the master and apprentices.
The free children are clothed and attended in the same manner as the other labourers; for
this and the old allowances the apprentices give up the half day per week. The on! plan
of education, in my opinion, likely to prove successful is the establishing places for in-
struction on the estates ; the young people and the free children cannot be spared to attend
any place at a distance. Saturday in each week could be devoted entirely to the education
of the young people ; but I am sorry to say there is a want of attention to this subject,
caused, in my opinion, by the fear of the planters that after the apprenticeship the negroes
will not work. In my district there is a church, a kirk, and there are three chapels for dis-
senters, which are well attended, I understand; but there is no free-school for apprentices.
The instruction they receive is from the missionaries, who attend the roperties and see the
people during the day, generally at mid-day, their interval of rest. The apprentices arevery
desirous of purchasing their discharge; the high price placed on their services. too often
proves a bar to thepayment of the sum awarded. The special magistrate has only one
voice in three, and labours under great difficulty in valuation cases. A great many dise
charges are effected by the friends of the party, who apply to have his or her services
valued;rarely does the man or the woman pay the money from their own savings. When
apprentices are dissatisfied, they apply to some person to advance the valuation money, and
then undertake to work out the sum awarded, by binding themselves to the party advancing
the money. Those who obtain their discharges by means of their husbands, &e., generally
reside with them on the property, and tum higgfers and petty chapmen. Two-and-twenty
valuations have been effected in this district during the quarter, leaving twelve unpaid whose
services were valued, I have every reason to believe that the a prenticed labourers are con-
tented, and patiently waiting for their approaching freedom. hey naturally seek to obtain
as much as they can for their extra labour. The well-disposed see that punishment is only
for the ill-disposed, and where the apprentices are liberally treated by their managers, no
magistrate is required. .

There is a most deplorable want of attention to the principles of prison discipline in this
parish ; sending people to the house of correction in Port Maria is a degradation, without
effecting any reform; themere chainingtogether and working in the samegang so many persons
ofdifferent sexes and ages, convicted of various degrees of misconduct and crime, appears the
only end effected in the house of correction. It is quite beyond my power, as a special
justice, to effect any alteration in the system of correctional discipline in the house of cor-
rection, being a parochial institution.

I also consider it my duty to call the attention of your Excellency to the very defective state
of the Abolition Law of this island. The 44th clause provides for the disposal of inferior
misdemeanors, &c. The 26th clause of the Act in aid limits the power of the special justice
over apprentices; under the 44th clause of the Abolition Act, to cases where one local justice
could take cognizance of and punish offences committed by a free man. The 49th clause of
the Abolition Law protects the apprentice against injury from the employer, and other clauses
protect the employer, so that “ assault” from either of the parties is cognizable and punish-
able by me; but if one apprentice assaults another, I have no Jurisdiction under the 44th clause
of the Abolition Law, because, under the 26th clause of the Act in aid, I can only act where
one local justice could act, and the law requires two in cases of assault. Again,if an appren-

ce
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tice trespasses on the grounds of another, I can substitute the Abolition Law for the

Trespass Act; but if the apprentice enters the house of the other and takes away his

allowance of fish for the week, I have no power. The interest of the master and welfare of

the apprentice would be secured by giving the special justice power to adjudicate im cases
of petty theft, embracing all offences committed on property and person to a certain extent.
The good conduct of the apprentices is best secured by prompt trial and punishment for

delinquencies, and justice is brought home to the door of the apprentice, in place of sending

him to seek redress in a higher court, entailing expense beyond his means, and often

amounting to a denial of justice. I trust your Excellency will believe that the above ob-
servations relative to the law are founded on the difficulty I have found by experience which

attends the administration of justice by the special magistrates, and that the apprentices

would be more secure from depredation had we the power to adjust such differences.

Ihave, &c.

(signed) W. F. Marlton, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 43, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Walsh, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Windsor, 1 November 1836,
Your Excellency, Salt Gut, P. O.

I nave the honour to make you my quarterly report. Iamproud to be enabled to con-
firm all my former reports, and to state that the apprentices still continue to do well; they
have far surpassed the understanding of weak, desponding men.

In some instances the most friendly and mutual confidence exists between the masters
and the labourers, but such benevolence arises out of this particular channel,—wherever the
roprietor is located amongst the labourers, the most social harmony exists; but on the other

Fand, where the estate is intrusted to a tyrannical attorney and an immoral overseer, the
greatest discord prevails, with various growing evils, and a total ruinas to the future. This is
the most direful calamity for the absentee ; and it can no longer be denied by any, but that
unless the absentees and merchants of England arise from lethargy, and discharge these
gentlemen by wholesale from the estates, and place moral men, “ who will act with united
efforts to further the mighty cause of humanity and civilization,”—I tell your Excellency,
and that publicly, unless this is done, and quickly, that the absentees’ properties in this
island will not be worth 20s. per acre in the fee-simple at the end of the year 1840.
My reasons are simple, but true; the labourers will locate with the resident proprietors,

and they have all plenty of cane and provision land for them.
The resident proprietors will make plenty of sugar, and at a much cheaper rate than now;

the labour on such estates will be in abundance.
I say this from experience, as the apprentices declare that it is their intention to locate

with the resident gentlemen when free; and it is but natural to expect that in such an event,
when freemen will be at liberty to seek their own masters, the educated and benevolent will
get the decided preference over the immoral and irreligious.
_ Lhave not the slightest hesitation in saying, without any doubt, that unless the absentee
immediately sees to his present and future growing interest, that at the termination of the
apprenticeship, the estates intrusted to the lovers of slavery will be deserted.

am induced to say that the labourers give the masters all and every obligation that they
are by law entitled to.
We work on the eight hour system in my district, but the labourers prefer the nine hour

system, they being then entitled to half a day in the week in addition to Saturday, to earn
money for themselves, and for which they cheerfully labour in their own time, and a good
labourer generally earns 2s. 6d. per day at cane-hole digging, that is to say, at the rate of
6d. sterling for 20 cane-holes. In some instances I have known the labourer to earn 4s.
sterling on his Saturday at cane-hole digging; but the former would be found the constant
average without injury to health. ~~

_ We cannot well task the labourers to work in my district, but I have not met any oppo-
sition to such a mode on the part of the apprentices.
With reference to former and usual allowances to the slaves, such as “ salt,” I regret to

bring under your notice that Mr. has not met the views of humanity on this
important point, and I am, and have been, for these twelve months past, obliged to be rigid
with that gentieman in the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in me by Government.
I am sorry to remark that no steps have been as yet taken on the part of the legislature of
this island to educate the apprentices or their free offspring; any advance made amongst
that class of society is to be attributed to the missionaries, mba are most zealous in the cause
of Christianity; their fidelity can no longer be denied or obstructed.
Many of the lahourers that obtained freedom by purchase have located with the pro-

prietors, and they appear to be confidential and industrious.
he discharges to the apprentices would be more frequent only for the high valuations;

the planters value the labourers higher as the term of apprenticeship decreases; this error
18 not yet forcibly impressed on them as bad policy. I will give you one instance to prove
the folly of such a mode :—the labourers present at valuations hear the overseer and other
masters swear that the labourer is worth 3s. 4d. per day, and at such he is valued for the
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term of apprenticeship, not calculating for chance of death or sickness, and altogether for-getting the impolitic act of raising the understanding of the apprentices as to present and
future labour: this error will meet its own death.
The crops in my district have most materially suffered by the late extraordinary dry

weather; such, I am informed, has not been known in this parish (St. Mary’s) for 40years,With respect to increase and decrease of crime generally in the island of Jamaica, Ibeg
to emphatically deny that crime has increased atall ; I admit that many cases went beforethe grand court; but I call your Excellency’s attention to the eourts of quarter sessions, and
I relate that very few cases indeed will a pear, if any. An alarm is, I am well aware,endeavouring to be raised in the minds of the English people, and I am sorry to observe
that on this point appears to me a deep olitical intrigue, and one that calls on me to statefearlessly my own opinions. Crime in this country was formerly hidden to a certain extent,and in like manner hiddenly punished: in former days, if a slave stole a few canes,orIwould see one appropriating, say took a few canes, it was not considered an offence; butnow every thing 1s high treason, and this can only be remedied by religion, education andage, in the existing laws, and such addition as the British Government may judge expedient
to a new peasantry uneducated.

It is now beyond question that the reason of the well working of the pastapprenticeshipyears is entirely owing to the indefatigable nerves of the Marquis of Sligo; and it is quiteevident that the apprentices promise fairly to prove to the world the wisdom of the BritishParliament, by a trumphant success in industry and civilization.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Henry Walsh, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 44, in No. 558.
Cory of a LETTER from R. Sydney Lambert, Esq , Special Justice,

to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, South-east Division, St. Mary’s, 30 September 1836,In obedience to your circular order of the 23d instant,I have the honour to report, inrelation to the state of the district of this parish under my charge, that with the exceptionof one case, that of a combined opposition to the eight hour system of labour, nothinghas occurred during the past quarter to disturb the general tranquillity and order on the partof the apprenticed population, though, in consequence of this same occurrence, an increase,as compared with the preceding corresponding period, appears in the number of offencescommitted, which in other cases are principally composed of individual instances of absenceand insolence.
On taking a general view of the conduct of the apprentices, a mutual good feelingbetween them and their employers seems evident, as indicated by an increasing dispositionon the part of the labourer to employ his own time for a consideration, which is readily givenat the rate (when engaged by time agreement) of about 2d. per hour; but if the arrangementbe at so much for a stated quantity of work, from 3s. 4d. to 5s. per day are earned withfacility.
Task-work is in many instances eagerly sought by the apprentices, and where, from thenature of the employment, it becomes adoptable, is readily granted by the master, on termsthat enable the able-bodied workman to complete his week’s work at a very early period, insome instances on Wednesday evening, or frequently on Thursday, whereby he is encouragedto asystem of hard labour, which is fully recompensed by the profit arising on the culti-vation of provision grounds every where in this district maintained in good order, or by themoney-wages they have the opportunity of earning from their master.
With respect to the state of the labour in this district ( rincipally devoted to the cultiva-tion of coffee) as compared with last year, no materialdifference is apparent, though it mustbe remarked that the crops will fall very short of that gathered in the past season.The hours employed in labour are principally from six a. m. to four o’clock p. M., onehour being allowed for breakfast; in-some instances labour is continued till six o’clock p.™.,allowing a cessation of three hours in the middle of the day; but to close the day’s work atfour o’clock is the system preferred by the apprentices, who still uniformly receive the sameindulgences as in the time of slavery, with the exception of a pecuniary bounty fre-quently paid to women at the time of theirdelivery.
The free children as yet remain in a state of utter idleness, in which they are supportedby their parents, who, though in some instances they are provided with clothing and ordinarysupplies by the estate for this part of the population, exhibit a great reluctance to their

application to any useful employment.
n this, the windward interior division of the parish, are situated a chapel of the establish-

ment, capable of containing 1,000 tsons, and one also attached to the mission of thechurch of Scotland; the formerwitha Sunday-school of about 100 scholars; the pastorof the latter giving instruction to about 450 persons in a daily and weekly school. Thus550 individuals are receiving education; but there is good reason in the belief, that were theaccommodation in the church, which has been recently much enlarged, still greater, theattendance would be commensurate; and that could the means be provided in the establish-ment of district schools, a corresponding increase would be found in the number of theapprenticed scholars.
he desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their discharge is limited in the

extreme, ~
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extreme, though not without most ample means; only three cases of discharge by purchase
have been effected during as many months in a population of upwards of 4,400 apprentices,
as, in most instances, the parties so discharged betake themselves to the cultivation of
rovision grounds. . ;

I beg leave to close this report by submitting to your consideration the establishment
throughout the heights of the island of a line of gun-signal stations, from whence
the announcement of the rising and the setting of the sun to the great body of the
apprentices would go far to disabuse their minds of an impression too often entertained,
that injustice is done them by their manager when announcing the commencement and
close of the legal hours of labour: an advantage to which, independent of many other
benefits to be derived from this establishment of rapid communication, of which the intima-
tion to the leeward districts of the arrival of the home packet would not be the least, I feel
induced to attach a degree of considerable importance.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) R. Sydney Lambert, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 45, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Edward Dacres Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate, to
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Aylmer’s, St. John’s, 13 October 1836.
I nave the honour to forward my quarterly general report on the state of this parish. In

drawing it up, I have, for the sake of perspicuity, often embraced in one reply the subjects
of several queries, where the points under consideration either run naturally into or are
necessarily dependent on others.

1. The conduct of the apprentices has, I regret extremely to say, been less satisfactory in
this district during the late quarter than that preceding it. There is a visible diminution in
the quantity of labour afforded to the persons by law entitled to their services; even the
cultivation of their own provision grounds has fallen off; and with, in most instances, a day
and a half to themselves in the week, favoured by propitious seasons, they often complain
that they have nothing to eat. It is now becoming a matter of daily occurrence with me,
to be under the necessity of directing their managers to put their grounds in order for them.
For this loss of labour, as well as for making up for deficiency of work, and repayment in
cases of absence and desertion, the proprietor can only be compensated from the time
allotted to the apprentice. The provision of the Abolition Law, according, in such cases,
under sentence of the special magistrate, 15 hours of extra labour weekly to the master, is
a dead letter. When days are shortest here, they do not exceed 11hours. The work
required on the sugar estates is so laborious, that two hours is a scanty portion of repose for
the negro, the whole of whose own time does not, at this period of the year, in consequence,

_ amount to much more than 18 hours and a half. Now, except in instances of putting provi-
sion grounds in order, when both justice and example require that every minute of the
defaulter’s time should be ceded to him who is doing his work for him, no magistrate has, I
believe, except under very peculiar circumstances, been in the habit of taking more than one
day in each fortnight from the apprentice; this day, under the eight hour system, has
unavoidably been the Saturday. Working, as at present, nine hours, the delinquent may
reasonably be sentenced to 13 hours anda half, or a day and a half in alternate weeks; and
this, I think, should be the maximum, unless in cases in which the master may be ordered
to find him food. To revert to the conduct of the negro population: I observe that they are
daily divesting themselves of that small portion of respect with which they have hitherto
treated their superiors; nor is this confined to their masters and managers, but extends to
all white people in general.

2, 3, 7. I certainly attribute this unfavourable state of things to an utter want of
good and kindly feelings between the employer and the employed in this district; [
speak generally, for there are, doubtless, exceptions; but too often, I lament. to say, all
community or reci rocity of interests is disregarded by both parties; whilst the one would
exact, the other will afford as little as he can. The scanty, the, unfortunately, too scanty
provision directed by the law; a few yards of Osnaburgh, some very coarse cloth and
a hat, the whole not exceeding 10s. sterling in value, is meted out on many estates with
parsimonious exactness, as the legal allowance of clothing for an apprentice during a whole

year. The check and other stufts allowed during slavery as body linen; the caps, handker-
chiefs and knives ;. the very scissors, thimbles and needles, former] given to the women, are
withheld; and what the complain of still more bitterly, their wee ly dole of salt fish is no
longer granted to them. This, though not always the case, is too generally so. Those employers
who wisely scorn this miserable saving are amply repaid by alacrity, industry and good-will
from the negro. What those who pursue a difterent course, who are only known to their de~
pendents by the rigid exaction of daily labour, expect, I cannot say; but T know what they find
—idleness, opposition, ill-will and disrespect. The produce of the estate yearly diminishes, and
will continue, under such management, to do so until the expiration of the apprenticeship, when
an estate without a hand to cultivate it will be all that will be left to the proprietor. Such con~
duct 1s as short-sighted for the future as unprofitable at present; hence suspicion and bad
feeling on the part of the apprentice responded to, too surely, by exasperation and retaliation on
that of the manager. After the reports it has been lately my painful duty to make to the
executive of this colony, and after considerably more than two years’ acquaintance with the
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respective views and feelings of parties so opposed to each other by principle, prejudice and
colour, I may perhaps be borne out in hazarding the foregoing observations, the more so ag
I am suffering great inconvenience in labouring under prosecutions, originating solely, as |
conscientiously believe, in this mutual animosity between the apprentice and the person
entitled to his services. I, who have had no other object in view than to ensure and compel
a reciprocal observance of duties and obligations between them, have, in a measure, become
the victim—at least, the object of attack of that party which ought to possess more discre-
tion and moderation. I have been virulently prosecuted and pursued for no other reasons
than for watching carefully over the execution of my own sentences, and removing the
disgusting collar and chain from females unconvicted of any offence, and only sent to the
house of correction as suspected runaways for detention; some ofwhom were ept chained
by the neck, though grievously sick in the hospital, if that can be called a hospital, where
the sole accommodation is a bare bed of boards without a mattress, without even a wisp of
straw for the repose of the suffering patient. I shall prove in court, when the trial comes on,
that some of the wretched prisoners did not for three whole days receive more than one head
or four ounces of corn, with about six ounces of salt fish, for their subsistence during the
whole of that time.

4. The hours of labour are, as I believe they are now generally in all parts of the island,
nine hours per diem ; allowing, for extremes, about four hours at the summer solstice, and
about two at the period of that of the winter for relaxation.

5. Task-work is but rarely resorted to in this district, probably because the full and entire
labour of the negro is expected during the hours allotted to his employer, who has, unde-
niably, a legal title to it.

6, 10, 11. It is by no means common for the apprentices in this parish to work in their
own time for money; on some properties, however, they take wages. Two shillings and
sixpence currency per diem, for ordinary labour, is the average ; but for certain descriptions
of employment it is much higher; for example, Mr. Lord, of Bowerwood, has refused to hire
his people to Mr. Duncan Hamilton, of Retreat, for less than 2s. 11d. per day; Mr. Burrel,
of Vere, will not take less than 3s. 4d. daily for common jobbing ; and Mr. Thorpe, of
Pheenix and Haughton Hall, requires 3s. 9d. Under these circumstances, and the increasing
price of sugar, which will of course have a corresponding effect on wages, it is preposterous
to expect that sugar can be cultivated in this island in considerable quantity, for exportation,
after the expiration of the apprenticeship. Hence it arises, too, that the apprentice is not
very anxious to purchase his discharge. As a freeman, he might cultivate a portion of land
for himself; but he would consider it beneath him to hire himself out, even at such wages ;
in fact, he only purchases his freedom to avoid the humiliation attached, in his opinion, to
field labour on the sugar estates. The valuation of an able apprentice in this district
averages 2s. 6d. per diem. If this high rate be an evil, it is one that will increase; and if
a maximum be not fixed by Government—and I do not see how it can be done with equitable
reference to the rights of all parties—the proportionate value will next year exceed that of
the present. The worth of the services of the apprentice must and will continue to be
regulated by the price of labour in the market, and that is daily increasing, as I have shown
above. The demand for jobbing is so great that the jobbing proprietor will ask, and
obtain, the highest possible wages that the price of sugar will enable the cultivator to give.
Sugar continues to rise, eo will wages, and so will the valuations set upon apprentices.
If things go on at this rate, the daily price of labour will be 5s. before the expiration of the
apprenticeship ; 3s. 4d. is even at present avery moderate demand; some kinds of labour
are vastly higher; 112. per acre is a common demand for digging cane-holes. I subjoin
the calculation, giving 5s. 8 d. per diem:

Square Feet in Cane-holes, No. of Holes in Daily Task
an Acre. 4 Feet square. 1 Acre, 1 Hand, | Days’ Labour,

43,560 16 = 2,722 = 70 = 39, nearly.

£.11, or 220s. + 89 = 5s. &d., nearly, for a day’s wages.

This high rate of wages tends also to prevent the increase and growth of kindly feelings
between masters and servants; the former conceiving, and with too much reason, that the
cultivation of sugar for exportation cannot be carried on after the apprenticeship, turn all
their attention to the present, and rack to the utmost the land and the negro for produce
and labour, in order to take advantage of the existing state of the sugar market. Hence,
too, employers, in many instances, resort to every saving, however despicable, and are care-
less of conciliating the good feelings of those whose services they believe they will be unable
to obtain hereafter. If this is the fact, even with the owners of the soil, the motive acts still
more strongly on the representative of the absent proprietor. Four years more, and the tree
which now yields him its golden fruit will be felled ; for then, the slow operation of turning
the capability of the land in another direction, and laboriously recovering its utility by the
cultivation and growth of other produce, though the impoverished owner may be constrained,
for a livelihood, to bend his attention that way, will not and cannot suit those who look only
to their yearly commissions, who have already reaped their harvest, and, having nothing
further to gain, will never risk the loss of what they have already acquired. ‘To return
to the purchase of their discharge by the apprentices: none have been effected in this
district since my last report. As I have said above, the average value of an able hand
is 2s. 6d. per diem, which for his 232 working days in the year will give 291.; deducting one-
third from this amount for contingencies, a net sum of 181. 6s. 8d. i3 left, which,for the

ree °
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three years andninemonths of the apprenticeship to run, gives 68/. 15s. Now, in addition
to his depriving himself of this large sum, the purchaser of his discharge loses also his
house, garden, provision grounds, medical assistance, and the portion of clothes, small as it
js, allowed him by his master. When he once becomes a freeman, the novel charms of repose
keep him in idleness for a long period; or he sits down on a spot of land from which he
cares only to draw a subsistence, and no more. No instance of an emancipated apprentice
having hired himself out, either for the cultivation or manufacture of sugar, has come to my
knowledge; he considers such labour, and especially field-labour, as below his new con
dition. Let us now look to the other side of the question, and suppose he keeps hismoney,
and when free by law, in 1840, purchases land with it. Fine virgin soil may be had in
almost every parish in the island for 2J. the acre ; he acquires 25 or 30 acres; in 30 days he
erects a comfortable dwelling-house; his ground supplies him with all the materials; he clears
pimento, or plantscoffee, arrow-root, ginger or cocoa. In a year or two, with the assistance
of his wife and children if industrious, his land will yield him 5J. per acre annually, besides
an abundant subsistence, for his family. I have spoken above of the houses, ground, &c.,
allowed to the apprentice ; it may be as well to look to their real value, for this is one of the
rods which the master now shakes over the heads of his dependents, and he often relies on
it for ensuring him the labour of his apprentice hereafter. I have shown that virgin land
may be bought at 27. per acre; I have purchased a few acres of pimento in bearing for 31,
on which I am erecting, by contract, a house for a watchman ; it will be larger and more
comfortable than the generality of negro-houses, and will cost, when complete, 92. The
grounds cultivated on estates by apprentices do not average more than three-fourths of an
acre—let us grant a whole one—and we shall see how fragile a reed the planter relies on for
compelling the negro to serve him after 1840.

 

£. &. d

An acre of land 21, at 10 percent. perannum- -  ~- -| - 4 =<
House and garden, say 102, at ditto - ditto - - - -| 1 - -
Medical assistance (ordinary price) - -  - - - ~-| ~ 5 =
Value of allowances ordered by law - 27 2 2 2+ -| -16 8

Tora value of all advantages derivable at present to £
the negrofromhismaster - - -— = I | 2 5 8

 

We have here 22. 5s. 8d., the amount of 18 days’ labour, for the full value which the ap-
prentice receives as a compensation for his services. He is too shrewd, too calculating,
for I perceive no natural inferiority to the white man, to give hereafter a greater return for
the above accommodation than it is actually worth; if molested, he will change his
uarters.
q 8, 9. The condition of the free children calls for the immediate attention of the Imperial
Parliament. In the third year of emancipation, the local legislature have done literally
nothing for their improvement and instruction; they run naked about the negro villages,
insufficiently fed by their parents, untaught to do any thing for themselves or others, and

acquiringall manner of bad habits. Unless something is done at once on this all-important
head, these children will, at the expiration of the apprenticeship, and for years afterwards,
become a burthen and a pest to the community. In my report, forwarded in December last,
I made a few observations on this subject, and hinted a plan, the expense of which seems
to be its chief objection. In the same return I made a report ofthe means ofeducation and re-
ligious instruction existing in this parish, which are lamentably deficient, not being adequate
to the accommodation of one-tenth of thepopulation ; it would be strange, under these
circumstances, if the different places of worship were not attended by comparatively numerous
congregations.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop are not so favourable as those of last year were at
the corresponding period ; the cultivation, also, seems somewhat inferior, though the seasons
have been propitious. A considerable falling off of the staples may be expected.

13. I have a few suggestions to offer, and, having dwelt on some of the principal causes
affecting and impeding the free operation of the system, would hazard the recommenda-
tion of several remedial as well as prospective practical measures, but, having already
exceeded the usual limits of similar communications, I shall reserve these for my next
Tepo

I have, &e.
(signed) Edward Dacres Baynes, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 46, in No. 558.

Copy of a LETTER from Henry Waddington, Esq., Special Justice,
to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Port Antonio, Portland, 30 September 1836.
ly submitting my quarterly report of the general state of this district, [ request a

reference to the answers to the questions, commencing No. 1.
1. Since my last report, under date 30th June, the apprentices, with a few exceptions,

have conducted themselves with order and propriety.
2, There is no want of good feeling between them and their employers.521,
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3. They do not perform their work unwillingly, but several complaints have been made of
insufficiency of labour and of workbadlyperformed. ; .

4. The working hours on most of the properties are nine, from sun-rise till sun-set;
out of which three hours are allowed for relaxation in the long days; but as the days shorten,
the time for rest is also reduced in proportion.

5. Task-work is resorted to in digging cane-holes; in clearing bush, trashing, moulding
and cleaning canes, there appears to be an objection on the part of the employers, under
the plea that the work would be neglected or badly performed. _

6. On some properties the apprentices will work in their own time, at the rate of 35, 4d.
currency, or half a Spanish dollar, to dig 80 cane-holes, which is always pad in money;
boilers and stokers, or firemen, will work at night for money, at the rate of 3d. per hour;
some apprentices will work in their own time of shell-blow ; the time to be returned.

7. None.
8. The condition of the free children is melancholy and lamentable; it is supposed that

they are supported by their mothers, who will not permit them todo the slightest work;
they are perfect nuisances on the properties wherethey reside, pilfering fruit and canes,
destroying fences, worrying pigs and goats, and passing their time in filth and idleness.

9. There are nine schools, besides Sunday-schvols, for the benefit of apprentices and
free children ; the number that attends is extremely small, the mothers of the free children
appearing to object to their being instructed. I have offered to pay the expense of
instruction for 50 free children, but only four have availed themselves of this offer: there
are at least 600 or 700 free children in this district. The parish church is much too small;
one of larger dimensions is shortly to be erected, and a chapel is in progress about ten
miles distance from Port Antonio; there is also a Wesleyan chapel.

10. I do not consider there is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their
discharge, several to my knowledge possessing the means, but who do not. I have assisted
at nine valuations during the last three months; three only have been effected.

11. Of the three apprentices who have paid for the discharge of their apprenticeship,
One, a woman, lives with a maroon; the second, a boy of 14 years of age, resides with
his mother, doing nothing ; and the third, an able field-labourer, who purchased his dis-
charge a few days ago, hires himself by the day, but will not dig cane-holes.

12. Every thing connected with agriculture has improved much since I last took charge
of this district in June; the prospects of the crop are very good, and the season to this time
very favourable.

13. I am not aware of any practical measure to suggest at present, in any way that con-
cerns the apprentices; neitherdoes it appear to me that any change in their present condition
is at all required; but as regards the free children, I would intimate that some coursemight
be adopted to enforce the employment of those children, but which should be constrained
by legal compulsion, the unfortunate feelings of their mothers being so much averse to
permitting them to attend to the least occupation.

In the punishments awarded by me, there appears a large proportion by whipping; this
is much to be lamented, but existing circumstances compelled me, the greater number of
complaints preferred being for insolence and contempt of authority, trespasses on cane and
provision grounds, watchmen neglecting their charge, ill-treatment of live stock, and disobe-
dience of orders. The number of complaints and charges brought before me, during the
last quarter, are nearly one-third less than those preferred in the quarter previous.
The negro grounds and gardens are generally in a state of cultivation; some truly are

suffering, and others much neglected; at the present time there is a complaint of a scarcity
of ground provisions.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry Waddington, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 47, in No. 558.
Cory of a LETTER from Daniel Winder Kelly, Esq., Special Magistrate,

to C. H. Darling, Esq.
. Parish of Westmoreland, Mount Edgecombe Pen,

Sir, Robin’s River, P. O., 1 October 1836.
_ AaGrEEaBty to the instructions contained in your circular, No. 63, I have much pleasure
m reporting, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, that the
apprentices in this district continue to conduct themselves well, and are in general giving
satisfaction to their several employers; with few exceptions, there appears to be a good
feeling existing between the apprentice and the master; where it is not so, Iattribute it
principally to injudicious management.

_ The general number of hours’ work performed daily by the apprentices in this district are
nine, the apprentice getting one hour for breakfast and two for dinner. During the pimento
season, the apprentice is expected to pick two bushels daily; this I have seen done by one
o'clock, the rest of the day being at their own disposal. .With regard to task-work, there is none performed in this district, nor am J aware that it
has been required of the apprentice. .On some properties the apprentices work for hire, the ayment generally cash; but this
feeling is not as prevalent as would be wished, and I think the apprentice values his time at
a higher rate than the master could afford to pay. I have seen carpenters refuse 3s, 4d. per
day, and I have also seen 2s. 6d. refused for digging 100 cane-holes; which work I have
seen the same apprentices perform the day previous by twelve o’clock. On:

a
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On most properties the same indulgences are given as formerly, such as fish, grass for
their horses and cattle. On all the properties which are under the management of the
Hon. M‘Neil, the free children get their clothing yearly along with the apprentices, and also
medical attendance and medicine, when required.

In most instances, my opinion is that the free children are brought up in idleness, and
I think this is much to be attributed to the limited means of affording education. In
this district there is one school, established by H. Scott, esq., of Hopeton Pen, and
wholly supported at his expense. At this school there are 129 free children receiving
education, and 142 apprentices, who come generally after the labours of the day are per-
formed. ‘This school is under the religious instruction of the Moravian minister (Mr. Collis).
Mr. Scott has been at an enormous expense, and well deserves encouragement, to forward
his views. There are also six other small schools in my district, all under the management
of the Moravian ministers, with the exception of the Rev. Parson Sharp’s school.
The apprentices attend their several places of worship with much regularity, and in most

places the accommodation is not equal to the attendance.
There is evidently a great desire on the part of the apprentices to effect their discharge;

those who have obtained their freedom either hire themselves or purchase a small quantit
of ground, on which they work. Since my last quarterly return, twelve have effected their
manumission.

There are but four sugar estates in this district, on three of which there are good prospects
for the ensuing crop. The pimento retirns have been as good as could be wished; the ginger
in many places will turn out badly, in consequence of the incessant rains we have had this
season.

In conclusion, I beg to state (as can be seen by my weekly reports) that few complaints
are now brought before me, and in general those of a trifling description; and | think it may
be safely stated, that the apprentices in this parish are well-disposed, and in most places
working cheerfully and well.

I have, &c.

(signed) Daniel Winder Kelly, s. .

 

Enclosure 48, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from 8. Pryce, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Jamaica, Trelawny, 10 October 1836.
In ready obedience to your commands,I have the honour to submit to his Excellency the

Governor my report on this populous and important district for the quarter ending 30th
ultimo.

It will, doubtless, be satisfactory for his Excellency to learn that uninterrupted tranquillity
continues to pervade this whole district, and I am happy in being able to report to his
Excellency—

1. That the general conduct of the apprentices has been orderly and correct.
2. The prejudices on both sides are fast diminishing, and on many properties have totally

disappeared ; time alone can wholly efface the habits or prejudices of the apprentices or
their managers.

8. The apprentices generally do perform their work willingly and well; but there are
some exceptions; and Teonsider the introduction of task-work, or a fixed scale of labour,
necessary, and which applies equally to the manager, the apprentices and the magistrate.
A knowledge of the duties they have to perform creates an emulation amongst the appren-

tices, and stimulates them to increased exertion, and I have on all occasions considered it
produced that effect.
With a willing mind, the apprentices are, doubtless, capable of doing nearly double the

quantity of work they are now performing.
4. Out of crop, in this district, we have always worked the nine hour system, and the

apprentices have had the Fridays after half-past ten and eleven o’clock to themselves; they
get two hours for dinner, and an hour (on most of the estates) for breakfast.

5. Task-work is not generally resorted to, though I conceive it would tend to the mutual
benefit of all parties, for the reasons already assigned.

6. The apprentices eagerly dig cane-holes, in their own time, at a halfpenny per hole
(about 5 J. per acre), and frequently earn5 s. per day.

They are not so fond of day labour at 2s. 6d., finding a better return from their provision
grounds at present; and a further cause is, their mountain grounds having been partially
neglected during the crop time, when they cheerfully devoted sixteen hours’ labour daily
in their masters’ servicetbe 5s. each weekly.
There are, however, instances where they have cleaned and trashed canes for ten hours in

the day for 25. 6 d., and given great satisfaction to their employers.

7. The apprentices, and, on many estates, the free children, receive very similar indul-
ences to what they did before 1st August 1834. ;
On some properties, the herring allowances this year have been stopped, with my concur-

tence; but on those estates the people are encouraged to work in their own time for
money,

521. Ido
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I do not advocate any indulgences or allowances of any kind, which are solely under the
manager's control, from an experience of its having created much bickering and ill-will
between the managers and apprentices. I wish to see them independent of each other in so
far as that goes, and advocate a strict adherence to the laws on both sides.

I have already had the honour to report my conviction, that the apprentices throughout
this beat are well housed, well fed and well clad.

8. The free children are supported by their parents, assisted in many instances with
medical aid, &c., by the managers, none of whom have been apprenticed to the proprietors, or
otherwise ; and [ regret to report, that, generally speaking, they are growing up in igno-
rance, idleness and vice, though there are many instances where they are sent to school;
their parents appear to be suspicious of receiving gratuitous instruction for their children
from the planter, although they express a desire to have them educated; a system, combining
industry with education, would be very desirable on their account.

9. My recent report shows that schools and places of worship are not at all equal to the
population, nearly 10,000, exclusive of the free inhabitants.

10. There is manifestly agreat desire amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge;
during the last quarter I had 25 applicants for freedom.

11. There have been more non-predials than predials liberated by purchase, some of
whom (seven in this district) remain on the estates in confidential situations, as book-keepers
and tradesmen, and are giving great satisfaction ; their salary is about one-half that usually
given to the whites. The young coloured females usually repair to their connexions and
relations; but on the 1st August 1888, I am of opinion that many will be happy to remain
on their plantations, in the pursuit of their usual avocations, for a moderate remuneration.

12. I feel a great pleasure in being able to report to his Excellency, that the seasons have
been very favourable for the last 12 months; and that the cultivation of this district is in a
flourishing state. It is most pleasing to witness the face of the country, which affords a
very strikingly favourable contrast with that of last year, at a corresponding period, when
the whole district suffered from dry weather; consequently, there can be no doubt of consi-
derably increased returns to the last year’s sugar crops every where; in this opinion I am
borne out by all the planters, who, I am happy to state, together with the apprentices,
have used their best exertions to obtain so desirable an end. And a complete reaction has
manifestly taken place, arising, doubtless, from an entire confidence in the probationary state,
in which, at the commencement of the system, great doubts were freely expressed.

13. I very humbly and respectfully submit to the consideration of his Excellency the
Governor—

First. The necessity of an uniformity of working the system, by the introduction of
task-work, or a scale of labour, to create emulation and excite the apprentices to exertion,
which effect I have observed it invariably has produced ; with a willing mind, the negroes can
do nearly double the work they are now performing.

Secondly. A law to benetit the apprentices, by compelling them to work in their own
time for their proprietors, alternate weeks, the half of Friday and Saturday ; for whichI
consider they should receive 3s. 4d., or half a dollar.

Thirdly. Or at least be compelled to work on the half Fridays every week for 1s. 3d.
cash, to prevent that time being spent in idleness, or worse purposes.

Fourthly. Though the cultivation of their provision grounds might benefit the apprentices
at present, it may not after 1st August 1840; and the cane cultivation ought not to be
neglected ; and the apprentices should be taught and compelled to labour in their own cane-
pieces for money during their own time, to meet the approaching valuable exigency of
absolute freedom. Canes and grass are the only cultivation in this district, in which there
are 35 sugar estates and seven pens and jobbing gangs, and, including small settlements,
about 8,000 apprentices.

Fifthly. I very humbly suggest to his Excellency, that the apprentices should be paid
monetary hire, as free labourers, for the last year (or a less time) of the probationary
state, to create an imaginary want; but at a rate 25 per cent., or even 50, below what
would be offered to themwhen ‘they became free men—I mean the able portion of them,
whose services would be put in requisition after 1840.

Sixthly. One-half of the present aggregate number of people on estates will only be
required to labour for hire after 1840; and it is agreed that 100 apprentices, adults and
children will produce at least 100 tons of sugar; and I beg very respectfully to submit to
his Excellency’s consideration the statement adjoined, marked (A.), in prospectus.

It is a pleasing duty to report to his Excellency a total absence of any complaints against
the managers; and that the number of compiaints on either side is fast diminishing.
Assuring his Excellency of my continued zeal and best exertions under the law for the
benefit of the planters, the apprentices and the island in this district,

T have, &c.

(signed) S. Pryce, Special Justice.

 

STATEMENT
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Statement (A.) in Prospectus.

Wages to 100 apprentices, adults and children, 200 days at 1s. 3d., £ os d.
or 121. 10s. - tt | 1,250

All other expenses and contingencies - - = ~ -| 1,250 - -

£. s. d.| 2,500 - -
Value of 100 tons of sugar- - - - - 3500 - -

40 puncheons of rum - - - ~ 600 - —

4,100 - -

Leaving for the proprietor, annually - £.j 1,600 - —sterling. 
 

52 weeks in the year,
less 12 weeks, 1st of every month, of 5 days and 10 hours daily, for rent of houses,

gardens and grounds,

leaves 40 weeks, or 200 days, to pay for annually, at 1s. 3d. sterling per day, on the average
of adults and children.

Free labour - - - 52 weeks, 260 days, or 2,600 hours.
Old system - - - 52 weeks, 260 days, or 2,860 hours, or 26 days more than new

system: viz.

 

 

52 weeks
6

312 days
26 alternate Saturdays 26

_— 10

286 —

26 for sickness 260 hours.

260

11

2,860 hours.
 

 

Enclosure 49, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from Stephen Bourne, Esq., Special Justice, to C. 11. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Grecian Regale, St. Andrew’s, 10 Oct. 1836.
In obedience to his Excellency’s instructions, I forward to you the quarterly report of the

state of the district allotted to me by the late governor.
_ The general conduct of the apprentices, since the commencement of my duties as special
justice, has been as good (I am inclined to think better) than that of English or Irish peasants
would have been under the same circumstances. Their vices are the vices which are the
natural and almost necessary consequence of their education and their training. I believe
they do more work than the same number of English families would do, if they were removed
from their own country to this. Their education has been but little attended to, and the
examples which have been presented to them by the better instructed have not been such
in general as every well-wisher to mankind must have desired that they should have been.
I have found the apprentices, with scarcely an exception, respectful to the magistrate, and,
in general, obedient to the law. I wish I could say as much of all the overseers and book-
keepers I have met with.

T cannot say that there is no want of good feeling between the apprentices and their
employers ; but in general there is much more than I should have expected, considering the
situation of both parties previous to the extraordinary change which the Abolition Law has
made in the condition of both. As I have observed in a former report, where there are
reasonable proprietors, honest attornies, diligent overseers, civil and accurate book-keepers,
and constables whose humane and respectable characters have secured the confidence of the
apprentices under their charge, there are very few complaints. In all such cases the
apprentices are easily managed, and the magistrate has only to say, “ How d’ye” to the
manager. I state this with confidence, as the result of a close observation of the people of

my district for nearly two years.
The working hours were, with, I believe, only three exceptions, from six a.m. to four P. m.

allowing one Four out of this for meals; and since his Excellency’s circular, I understand
that in these the nine hour system has been adopted.
Task-work is not common in my district, which I ascribeprincipally to the nature of the

country, and the difficulty of settling the proper uantity of labour to be performed, where
the state of the weather and the quality of the soil are so variable. The frequent change of
overseers and book-keepers presents a great obstacle to such arrangements, because, as soon
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as aman acquires the requisite knowledge of the state of the country and the people to be
able to propose a satisfactory arrangement, it frequently happens that he is removed from
the property, and a stranger is put in charge, who expects more or less, according to hig
habits, feelmgs and previous situation. { think it would not be difficult for a magistrate,
who has the confidence of the apprentices, to settle an arrangement for task-work with them
wherever the overseer might bedisposed to make a just and, therefore, satisfactory one.
There is a case in my eye in which an offer was made within the last fortnight to the
apprentices to clean a certain number of coffee-trees every day; some of the most skilful and
industrious of the people went to their work before daylight (for the purpose of taking
advantage of the October rains to clean and plant their own grounds), and theyfinished
their work early in the day. The overseer then wished to bind the whole gang, not to do
the same quantity, but so much as he conceived the ablest peoplemight have done had they
worked the full time. The apprentices considered themselves tricked and ill-treated, and
have refused to enter into any arrangement for task-work on any terms.

It is usual for those apprentices, who can do so without neglecting their own grounds (and
thereby parting with the means of providing for the wants ofthemselves and their families)
to work for money-wages in their own time, either for their owners or other persons. They
are paid, in some instances, 1s. sterling, in others, 1s. 3d., 1s. 6d. or 2s. per day,
depending, of course, on their own abilities, and the occasion for their services on the part of
their employers. Carpenters and masons generally receive 338. sterling per day; but even
these, in the season, and near to the markets for the sale of provisions, prefer to work their
own grounds.
On several estates in my district, the indulgences, which were, as I understand, supplied

under the old system, have been withheld, always, as I conceive, to the disadvantage of the
proprietor.
The free children are supported by their parents, with the assistance, in a few cases, of their

masters ; they appear to me to be well fed; but as there are no schools within their reach,
and they are too young for labour, I do not conceive how they can be educated or
employed.

There are two places of worship in my district, one a chapel of ease, and the other con-
nected with the Church Missionary Society; in the first, there is one service on every
alternate Sunday, and in the other every Sunday; but the accommodations for religious
instruction are not by any means adequate to the wants or disposition of the people. I
understand that the negroes are in the habit of holding evening meetings (which are called
prayer-meetings) on most of the estates; but in the whole of my district, I have not been
able to find ten apprentices who could read the Bible with propriety. I consider that the
means of instruction already offered to the people are not at all commensurate with their
necessities; and whilst these are withheld, their quiet, orderly and good behaviour is more
than could have been anticipated. It is my most anxious desire to have at least one school
of industry established in my district ; 1 am thoroughly convinced that more good would
result from such an institution than from any other instrumentality that could be employed.
The apprentices are generally desirous of purchasing their discharge; but although many

valuations have recently been made, few have been effected, in consequence of the high price
which the local magistrates are disposed to put upon them. Two local magistrates being
necessarily associated with one special justice, they have the power of fixing the price, or
preventing the valuation. They seem generally disposed to calculate the value according to
that which they have to pay for jobbers in cases of urgent necessity. The number of dis-
charges during the last quarter has been only two, which | ascribe entirely to the high price
insisted on by the local magistrates.
The apprentices who have purchased their discharge generally employ themselves in

cultivating their own grounds or those of their families, or in supplying the market with
provisions, which they purchase from the estates. The single women frequently hire them-
selves out as domestic servants, there being a constant demand for good servants, and most
sensible people preferring to be served by those whom they can dismiss in case of mis-
behaviour. .
With regard to the ensuing crop, the prospects both of coffee and provisions were very

indifferent until the late rains; butI have reason to hope that they are not too late for
many of the estates in this district, although, I fear, that on several plantations the long-
continued drought will be very injurious; I have no grounds for supposing that the proper-
ties in this district are not as well cultivated as they ever were under the old system.

T have already stated that schools of industry, more places of worship, and the encourage-
ment of married persons as overseers, would,I think, materially promote the permanent
interests of the colony. I apprehend that a more equal and convenient division of the
country into districts, so as to place the magistrate in the centre of his district, and within
the reach of every estate, without any considerable loss of time in travelling, either to the
magistrate, the overseer or the apprentice,—a small number of policemen stationed close to
the residence of each magistrate, instead of their being, as now, at such a distance as to
render them comparatively useless,—would greatly contribute to the well working of the
apprenticeship system.

Iunderstood, before I left England, that the island had been so divided, and the magis-
trates so apportioned, as that no one ofthem would have to travel more than about six miles
from his home to the farthest estate; on the contrary, 1, who have one of the least extensive

districts



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 227

districts (the roads being mountainous and bad), have periodically to ride eight hours, in the

heat of the day, to visit one or two estates, on which there are sometimes no complaints;
whilst the magistrate of another district has the same distance to ride in order to come

within halfan hour’s ride of my residence.

There are no policemen stationed in my district, and I have to send several miles out of it
when I have occasion for their services, so that to me they are only available in extraordinary

eases.
I have, &c.

(signed) = Stephen Bourne, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 50, in No. 558.

Cory of a LETTER from C. Hamilton, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Petersfield, Port Royal, 30 September 1836.
T wavs the honour of reporting, for his Excellency’s information, that perfect tranquillity

revails in this district; and that, in very many cases,as much labour is now performed as
formerly, and with greater cheerfulness and satisfaction. Indeed, 1 consider that a good
feeling seems to predominate generally between the apprentices and their managers, with the
exception of one or two instances of managers having held out threats to impound the
apprentices’ stock, conceiving, by such undue means, to force them into their views. If,
however, @ proper system of management is observed, every thing would go on well. Com-
laints are decidedly on the decrease. The principal cause of complaints is against women

for late turning out to field labour, and the Fewer order for trifling misdemeanors.
It has been frequently asserted that the apprentices are indisposed to work for wages in

their extra time. I am prepared to state that such indisposition proceeds from no ill feeling
towards their managers ; but they are impressed with the belief that tenfold advantages will
accrue by the cultivation of their grounds, and consequently the generality of them adhere
to that principle. If, however, they were paid in the same ratio as jobbers, they would
willingly accede ; but, in many cases, they are offered reduced prices for labour. I am
convinced that, if the apprentices were kindly treated by their employers, and got proper
wages, they would work freely.
Much has been said of the apprentices neglecting their provision grounds, and wandering

about the country. This assertion is not borne out in fact, because I have had frequent
opportunities of witnessing the immense loads of provisions taken to town on market days,
and for their own consumption ; and from the information I have derived, it would appear
that provisions have been very scarce, more particularly owing to the severe drought; their
grounds have been quite burnt up; but their expectations will be realized by the coming in
of the new provisions. There are, however, a few worthless characters that will not work
their grounds, but, strange as it may appear, they work the grounds of other apprentices.
With respect to the prospects of the present crop, I was under the impression, from my

own observations, and the information I have had from experienced planters, that the crops
would far exceed those of the last year, owing to the then fine seasons, and the rich and
luxuriant appearance of the coffee trees throughout the district; but I very much fear, from
the severe drought we have had for the last three months (with the exception of a few
passing showers), that the expectation of so favourable a crop will not be fully realized. I
do, however, consider the diminution (if any) will be inconsiderable. The fine rains we have
had within the last week will no doubt tend to revive the fields considerably.

I take leave most respectfully to crave his Excellency’s attention to the state of the free
children on the different properties. They are, I regret to say, brought up in a state of
absolute idleness, of no use to their parents or themselves, and no means whatever resorted
to for the purpose of bringing them up to habits of industry, or in benefiting their morals.
There are no places set apart for the spiritual and religious instruction of the negro popu-
lation. The parish chapel being a distance of 12 miles and upwards, they in consequence
resort to Kingston.

There are no means whatever of affording education to adults and infants in this district,

I have, &c.

(signed) C. Hamilton, Special Justice,

 

ANswers to Circular.

Craig Hill, Court-house, Port Royal, 17 October 1836,
1. Wiru a few exceptions, the apprentices, having now a knowledge of the Abolition Act,

conduct themselves with as much decorum as the peasantry in Europe generally.
2. In my district there is seemingly a reciprocity of good feeling existing between master

and apprentice. This, however, I regret to say, is not without a few exceptions on the part
of the manager,—the manager appearing to think it hard to submit to the wholesome regu-
lations contained in the Abolition Act.
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3. It affords me pleasure to state, that the labourers in general do perform their work
willingly, and when there is any unwillingness manifested, it can, in my opinion, beattributed
to no other cause than that of indolence.

4, There is no violation of the Abolition Act in this case in my district, except one. The
apprentice commences his labour at half-past six in the morming, and continues till half-past
four in the afternoon. One hour, however, of relaxation is allowed him, which is thus
divided—half an hour for breakfast and halfan hour for dinner. The exception Iregret
to have had cause to complain of is on Lower Lucky Valley estate.

5. It is not generally resorted to; there is task-work, however, performed on some pro-
perties, but only where there is a good and mutual understanding between the apprentice
and the manager. In the course of my experience as a special magistrate, I have never
known an objection to task-work being performed when any thing of a generous feeling
appears to pervade the breast of the overseer.

6. There are seasons and cases in which they will work for money; but the range of my
district is so contiguous to the Kingston market, that they imagine, and I believe, they can
devote their time to better purposes by cultivating their provision grounds for the supply of
the Kingston market, which is very considerable. In the season, however, between the
planting and thegathering in of their provisions, I have never known an instance of their
refusal to work. The rate of wages differs; on some properties the labourer receives 15. 8d,
currency per day, on other estates from 2s. Jd. to 2s. 6d. They are paid in the current coin,

7. That indulgences, such as were common in slavery, are in a great many instances with-
held cannot be Genie. I rejoice to state, however, that there are some noble exceptions;
where they do occur, the proprietor loses nothing by his generosity.

8. In answer to No. 8, it pains me to observe, that the free children are left entirely to
the guidance and limited means of the parent.

9. Education and religious instruction, I regret to say, ure almost unknown in therange
of my district (until within a few weeks past). The chapel of St. Michael’s, of the
established church, is about 10 miles distant from the central part of the parish, the
distance of which has afforded, in many instances, an opportunity for the labourerswasting
and violating the Sabbath. Of late, however, the Baptist Association have appointed a
zealous minister of the gospel to officiate at a smal] place, the distance of 10 miles from
Kingston, or five miles within the range of my district, which circumstance will doubtless
prove an auxiliary to the labours of the church minister. As for education, it is totally
unknown.

10. 1 am surprised that so little desire on the part of the apprentices in my district has
been evinced to purchase their discharge: the number that have obtained their freedom
since my last report is one.

11. As free men, they are no longer under my direction; therefore, in some cases, it is
impossible for me to say directly what they betake themselves to; from respectable informa-
tion, however, I am glad to say that the greater number of those who purchase their free-
dom have some pecuniary means, with which they purchase small parcels of land that they
cultivate.

12. The planter’s prospect in the early part of July last was grand beyond expectation;
but since that period our parish generally has been visited with a severe drought, which has
extended itself from the early part of July to the latter end of September, which has
blighted, in a great measure, the prospects of the planter. I speak particularly of the
coffee trees, as they abound in mydistrict. When I speak of the blighted prospects of the
planter, I do not mean to say that the planter will not, after all, realize an average crop.
Since the setting in of the October rains the fields have become luxuriant, and so favourable
are the seasous, that many of the coffee planters have commenced gathering in their
crop.

13. Considering the general good understanding that exists between the manager and
apprentice, I have no suggestions to make which, I can safely say, would tend to the better
working of the system; neither can I, at present, conscientiously say that there is any prac-
tical measure which I can recommend to be adopted.

(signed) § C. Hamilton, Special Justice.
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Answers to Questions.
St. Dorothy’s, Oct. 1836.

1, I constpeR the conduct of the apprentices to have been as good as could reasonably
be expected.

2. With individual exceptions, I do not think there is any want of good feeling between
the apprentices and their employers. .

3. The apprentices in this district, and I believe in many others, have certainly done
more work since the commencement of the apprenticeship, than they were ever in the habit
of doing in the same given time during slavery.

4. The orders of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, contained in the circular of the
16th September, being strictly enforced in this disirict, the people work at the rate of nine
hours a day for four days and a half in the week. The intervals of relaxation during the
working time vary according to circumstances, and are, generally, such as both employers
and apprentices are equally satisfied with.

5. Task-work °
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5, Task-work has already been adopted in many cases; and the recent circular from his

Excellency relating to this subject will, I trust, have the effect of making the adoption still

more extensive.

6. During crop-time the apprentices,generally speaking, work for wages in their own
time. The amount of wages varies considerably, but I think about 2d. an hour will be the

average. They are generally paid once a week.
7. The indulgences usually given in slavery are generally continued at present; but in

some cases the continuance has been made conditional, upon a certain though very small

quantity of extra work by the apprentices.

g. I consider the case of the free children to demand the most serious and anxious atten-

tion of the Government; they are supported, indeed, by their parents, but no attention is

aid to their moral culture, and no exertion used to render them industrious and useful

members of society.
9. There is a lamentable deficiency in the means of education and instruction. In a

population of more than 5,000 souls, there are schools for only 60 or 70 children. The
accommodation in the churches is not sufficient for the number of people.

10. There is a general and natural desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their
discharge; but in consequence of the rise in valuations, originating in the enormous rise in

the hire of jobbing gangs, very few have purchased their discharge since the middle of this
year. Four only have bought their discharge since the month of June.

11, I have not been able to learn to what kinds of employment apprentices who have
bought their discharge generally betake themselves. Predial tradesmen generally continue
tradesmen, but there is no instance of a field Jabourer returning to field labour for wages.

12. The prospects for the ensuingcrop are, I am informed, generally good. The lowland
part of this district was suffering much two months ago by a very long course of dry
weather; but the recent rains have served greatly to revive the canes, and give them a pro-
mising appearance.

13. I would humbly venture to suggest that the most energetic measures be forthwith
adopted for negro education. This is the object which, in my opinion, more urgently calls
for the attention of Government than any other whatever ; and what renders this attention
still more pressingly important is, that the vital utility of education does not seem to be
generally understood in Jamaica.

(signed) Alexander N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.
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Cory of a LETTER from William Ramsay, Richard Hill and G. Ouseley Higgins, Esqrs.,
Special Justices, to Sir Lionel Smith.

May it please your Excellency, Spanish Town, 20 October 1836.
Tue grand jury of the county of Middlesex having declared, in their presentment to the

assize court, their conclusion that the asserted increase of crime in this division of the
colony is to be attributed to the manner in which the law committed to the special magis-
tracy is administered, we, the special justices of the parish of St. Catherine, deem it a duty
incumbent on us to lay before your Excellency our own experience of the sources of crime
in this community. As much of the information of which we should have availed ourselves
for our quarterly report will be embodied in the present document, we dispense with our
usual separate communications, and address your Excellency unitedly, in a matter in which
our re it, our character and our integrity are jointly attacked, as well as separately
assailed.
When the British Government decided on abolishing colonial slavery, they provided for

anintermediate state, during the continuance of which the “laws then in force in the colonies
were to be adapted to the new state and relations of society’ which would follow the general
manumission of the slaves. All the parts of the former institutions which ensured a con-
tinuation of useful and industrious habits were still retained, while those principles which

were to enforce a steady adherence to social duty, through the common bonds of mutual

dependence, reciprocal regard and united support, were to be founded on those motives of
conduct in a free community which so essentially differ from those of slavery. “ If circum-
Spection and caution are a part of wisdom when we work only upon inanimate matter, surely
t eybecome a part of duty too, when the subject of our demolition and construction is not
brick and timber, but sentient beings, by the sudden alteration of whose state, condition

and habits, multitudes may be rendered miserable.” Like the actors in the French revo-
lution, to whom Burke addressed this remark, the men with whom we have had to deal in
our public duties have considered that “an unfeeling heart and an undoubting confidence ”
are the sole qualifications to ensure individual interest and public duty. There has been in

too many instances little of “love and respect for his kind” in the dealing of the master
with his bond servants, and too little of fear, too little of caution, in his calculations of their

power to react upon him.
The fearful decrease of the labouring population which marked the progress of colonial

slavery was one of the strongest arguments for its abolition. The immediate releaseof the

521. children
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children under six years of age from all claims of the master, whoheld the parent as an
apprenticed labourer, was supposed to lay the foundation of a future mcreasing population
on the best and surest basis. One, however, of the most distressing controversies Petwacn
the servant and the master, and one in which the special justice has found himself a power-
less arbiter, is the claim which the employer makes to the services of his female apprentice,
without any abatement whatever for the wants, necessities and infirmities of her infant
family.

Your Excellency’s predecessor laid down a rule deduced from the common dictates of
humanity for the guidance of the magistrate in all these disputes. Thata necessity should
have arisen for this appeal to his high authority is sufficienttoconvince a dispassionate
person that the question must have been general, and the liability of regnant women to
repay the master the time lost in childbirth, or, of mothers, that expended in the suckling
and nursing of their children, harsh, severe and repulsive as it may seem, was of constant
reference to the special justice. There could have been little sympathy, little regard, little
of those common bonds of mutual dependence and support which form powerful links in
uniting communities in a free state, where such a dispute could be referred to the arbitration
of a magistrate; and the magistrate who could feel that the one duty on such a reference
was adequate protection to the poor and helpless was likely at once to be viewed more as a
partisan than as a judge. This was one great source of detaching the respect and affection
which might have subsisted between a slave and his owner in the former state ofthings,
and induced both to consider that they no longer had any community of interest. Each
now stood on the concessions made by the letter of the law, and demanded his rights under
its authority. The master, finding that there existed no compulsory enactment to enforce
the continuance of the provisions usually given ont from the stores of his plantation, such
as herrings and corn, withheld them altogether, and threw the labourer on the proceeds of
his grounds in his own days to realize by their sale in the market the means o purchasing
the tood which was no longer doled out to him. In addition to this privation, theportion
of the week for cultivating the provision grounds was reduced to the least possible time,
The grounds allotted are usually detached some miles from the plantation, and the reduction
of the hours of labour from nine to eight daily, under the pretext that the concession of
the four and a half hours in each week, under the 47th clause of the Abolition Act
(equivalent to half a day), might be divided into an hour on each working day, was virtually
an extinction of the time conceded by the law for working their provision grounds. The
Saturday was, under these circumstances, the only day available to the negro for the
necessities of himself, his wife and his infant children, now thrown upon him inastate of
absolate dependence in health and in sickness. Any dereliction of uty subjected him to
the forfeiture of this time, to make good the loss of labour which the master sustained by
his misconduct, as well as by his absence from work. The magistrate generally, in awarding
punishment, did not hold it unreasonable to make the servant a debtor to his master to the
extent to which he might be a loser by his misconduct; and, to aggravate the evils of his
dependent condition, the negro was deprived of his Saturday as a forfeiture to his master for
his delinquency.
These remarks are general, but there are circumstances in which this parish differs fromall others, which are an aguravation of the social evils to which we have adverted.
A considerable portion of the parish of St. Catherine is an alluvial plain, which does not

produce the usual vegetable means of sustentation for the negro. The Guinea corn is the
only cereal grain which it yields, and the extensivepens, which are cultivated as grass farms
durig a considerable portion of the year, lie parched and unproductive, and afford a
resource for profitable labour only in the wood furnished by the extensive wilds of acacia
trees, which every where prevail, as fuel for this town and for the Kingston and Port Royal
markets. In such a district, the duty of the special magistrate is to see that the master
entitled to the services of the apprenticed labourer makes ample provision (under the 48th
section of the Abolition Law) by other means than by the allotment of grounds. Those
ways and means are usually to allow the apprentices to cut wood and grass for the market
in their own time within the week. By the sale of these commodities, they realize themeans of subsistence for themselves and families,

It is evident that the condition of the people of this district, who may be burthened with
infant families, must be hard and precarious. Where the earth yields its harvest to the
husbandman, he derives not merely food for himself, but for his dependent household. Hisdomestic animals are fed out of the proceeds of his grounds; and the master, however hemay restrict his ideas of his obligation to provide the means of support for his labourer, 1s
not able to exclude the benefit of the earth he tills from administering to the wants and
necessities of that portion of his family, who, no longer bound by the law to serve him, are
no longer objects of his care, his bounty, or his regard. Not so the labourer of the district
which produces no food; the obligations of the master are limited to the individual alone
who serves him. The wood and the grass he cuts, to realize the means of food and clothing;
are stinted to himself alone. For the claims of his children, he is thrown on other resources ;
and if the necessity of providing for his infants, in his untutored mind, ig a paramount
obligation to all moral duties, he makes the successful trespasses he commits in his master’swoodlands and grasspastures, and in the provision grounds of the hill country nearest tohis lucation, provide for all his wants and necessities,

It is, however, not only. the fear of famine which compels the negro to become, firsta trespasser, and then an avowed thief: if he is goaded on to be dishonest by the necessity
here mentioncd, the force of that necessity is accelerated by his peculiar position under the —

restriction
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restriction of the police law. Every evening of the week is available to the negro for the

market. On the days, however, which are not declared his by law, or which are not recog-

nized as market days, the apprentice is liable to be questioned, both for his absence from the

lantation and for the goods in his possession; and the police law has expressly included
wood and grass among thosewhich shall suggest suspicions, andrequire thepermission to

be shown by which they have becomehis. f theapprentice isnot urnished with a ticket

showing that the person is duly authorized to sell these particular commodities for sub-
sistence, they are taken away and forfeited, and very frequently it consists with our expe-
rience, that the ticket is withheld by the overseer or master, as punishment for some fault

he has decided his servant has committed. Impelled by his wants, and harassed by vexations

of the law, is it to be wondered at that the ignorant negro (demoralized by slavery) should take
advantage of his position, as one among a numerous people exposed to similar temptation,
to plunder his neighbour, and to slaughter his sheep and oxen for food, which forms by far
the most numerous cases of theft which appear upon the calendar of the assize court.
~—See Appendix (A)

Though these several circumstances are enough to account for the number of petty and
nd larcenies which the quarter sessions and assize courts periodically present, there are

other local causes which augment very materially the evils of the negro’s condition, as that
of the most dependent person in society. Liberality in dealing with him as a labourer
might in a manner correct this necessitous state of things, but the want of an adequate
market for the disposal of his commodities, where so many are to be provided for, and so
much must be realized before he can be placed in the same state of sufficiency as that which
prevailed in the times of slavery, is an evil which can be counteracted only by new arts
and new industry within the existing towns, or by a new and increased population creating
a want for that which the industry of the husbandman supplies. Many of the parishes of
this county are not maritime; they have no dense population of a town drawing on the
country for subsistence, they afford no market for the small agriculturist. Those that are
maritime are for the most part mere embarcadiers for the staple produce of the colony, and are
gifted with little of commercial importance but that which is made by the periodical visits
of the shipping. No other district of the island is so peculiarly circumstanced. This dif-
ference in forming a great distinction in the social and industrious habits of the people must
create also a different and peculiar state of moral feeling, and must be taken into account
as one of the sources of augmented crime, if there has been any augmentation since the
abolition of slavery.

The perpetration of rape, which the grand jury declared to have become frequent in a
country in which formerly it was of rare occurrence, should be deemed not the evidence of
increasing crime, but of a sense of increased decency and moral propriety in the peasantry
who claim the protection of the law against this outrage.

It is presuming too much on the illusion of prejudice to suppose it can be believed, in a
state of society in which till lately the caprice of a master, or the wanton depravity of a

plantation underling, could expose the nakedness of a female, and subject her to be lacerated
y the whip of a driver, that the chaster virtues could have been much practised or much

regarded. The wise dispensation of Providence, which assigns ignorance to brute creatures
as a mitigation of their condition, has made also the extinction of the acuter moral feelings,
and of the capacities of thought, intelligence and reflection, a means of reconciling men to
the degradation of slavery; the low desires and affections of such a state could never
have ranked chastity as an important virtue, or, if it did, the defenceless condition which
made the happiness and usefulness of one class of our fellow-creatures administer to the
arbitrary self-will of another, presented too many inducements to the weaker portion to
surrender it without complaint to the lust and caprice of the stronger. In every country in
which the domestic virtues are cherished, deviations from moral propriety subject those who
are betrayed into error to exclusion from society. In those in which female chastity is re-
spected, the ravisher is punished ignominiously; while, wherever virtue is treated with in-
difference, the crime, though not heard of, is yet perpetrated, but the offence is not viewed
as a great atrocity. A similar state of moral feeling prevailed during the existence of
slavery ; but, under freer institutions, or those where religion has spread its influence, and
the virtuous affections are regarded, female honour is made to claim the protection of the
law; hence it is that the crime of rape appears among the offences of the calendar, and
demands protection from the same tribunal, which sees, for the first time, the once slave
assuming the dignity of the citizen, and demanding that truth, good faith and honesty should
Judge in his interests as they judge in those of any other set of the King’s subjects. ©
We are aware that, in estimating the progress of a religious spirit in the community, we

are apt to be deceived by the mere concourse of persons who attend on the Lord’s-day the
places of worship. The Sabbath has been rescued by the law from desecration ; the mul-
titudes that attended the market now attend the church or the chapel, and vanity may in-
uence many to visit these places as places of common resort, when debarred from the

pursuits of petty traffic. We are not, however, deceived by the numbers who frequent the
ouses of worship on the week-da evenings; the spirit of devotion, the consoling influence of

religious hope seen there, all manifest themselves in the simple decency, and the meek and
humble demeanor of those who attend them; it is here that we see that religion and

morality have found increasing votaries, and that vice is not merely checked in its career, but
ee iminished, by the inculcation of those precepts by which their hearers are taught
at, whatever may be the temptations that beset them, the path of duty is still 1o be
521, “ unwearied
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“ unwearied in well-doing,” and that the privations of this life are the means ordained bya
wise Providence to quicken our exertions for usefulness here and happiness hereafter.

In laying before your Excellency these incidents, from which we draw conclusions of a
very different character and import from those of the presentment of the grand jury of
Middlesex, we beg to state to your Excellency, that we have granted, for argument sake, the
assumption, that there is an increase of crime in the community : the position itself we by no
means admit. The diffusion of a better principle among the people, through the labour
of the Christian missionaries, even under al] the privations we have pourtrayed, is sufficient
to keep the heart of thepeople in patience and resignation ; while among those whose prin-
ciples have not been subjected to any such meek and submissive influence, or whose con-
duct has not been regulated by those higher motives to increased exertion under increased
difficulties of life, which they derive from a purer and better faith, the delinquencies are
only more exposed than formerly, and things are made matters of record and of public
notoriety before the special justices and other judges, which were heretofore summarily
punished under the domestic authority of the master.
With regard to the spirit of conciliation which the grand jury urge on our observance,

we feel it does not so much rest with us to advise it (which is all that is within our
power) as it does with the gentlemen of the grand jury themselves to practise it. In every
instance in which gentlemen of their influence and condition in life have acted in this spirit,
they have reaped the blessings which a kindly feeling never sows in vain. Where the usual
store allowances of slavery have not been withheld ; where the infirmities of the women have
received consideration, and the helplessness of their children obtained aid, contentment,
orderly and diligent labour have prevailed, and the work of the plantation has been con-
ducted with cheerfulness and good-will. In instances in which a contrary policy has been
observed, the authority and influence of the special justice have been interposed in vain.
We are not unmindful, while making this remark, of the injunction with which the chief
justice closes his echo of the presentment of the grand jury, that we should teach the
peasant labourer that his duty is “to earn his bread in the sweat of his brow.” We have the
power, and we exercise it, to enforce toil, but no persuasion can secure the reward; it is not
seen in the penurious dealing which we have narrated, nor in the pictures of disease and
squalid misery which have so often come under our notice in our public duties.

We have, &c.

(signed) William Ramsay, Special Justice, and Inspector-general
of Police.

Richard Hill, Special Justice, and Assistant-Secretary
to the Special Justice Department.

G. Ouseley Higgins, Special Justice, St. Catherine’s.
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New InpicTmeEnts in the October Middlesex Assizes for 1836.
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—No. 559.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, Jamaica, 30 Dec. 1836.

L wave the highest satisfaction in acquainting your Lordship, that the Christmas
holidays have passed off among the apprenticed population with perfect tran-

quillity, good temper and order.

Christmas-day falling on a Sunday, I had some anxiety whether the usual

number of days would be granted, the Abolition Law providing that holidays
shall never exceed three consecutive days.
Iam, however, happy to say, there has been on this occasion almost a uni-

versal spirit of kindness and conciliation from masters towards their appren-
tices, and that the holidays have been extended to Tuesday, giving the labourers
four and a half consecutive holidays.

I have, further, most satisfactory accounts that the apprentices are cheerfully
entering into agreements for taking off the crops, by additional labour for
payment.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 563.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, _ The King’s House, 27 February 1837.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the copy of a message from the house

of assembly, requesting I would forward, for the information of His Majesty’s
Government, the documents which accompany it, being—

A General Return of the Exports of Jamaica for Fifty-three Years ending on
the 31st day of December last.
An Abstract of the Church and School Expenditure of the Island for Five

Years ending on the 30th September last.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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(No. 1.)

May it please your Excellency,
We are ordered by the house to wait on your Excellency with a general return of the

exports from this island for fifty-three years ending on the 31st day of December last; and
also with an abstract return of the church and school expenditure of the island for five years
ending on the 30th day of September last, and to request that your Excellency will be
Pleased to transmit these documents to England for the information of His Majesty’s

overnment, .
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A GENERAL RETURN of Exports from the Island of Jamaica for Fifty-three Years ending 31 December 18,

(No. 2.)

abstracted from the Journals of the House.
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resolutionsre

tivetoslavetf
1825 -| 73,813| 7,980] 9,858| 97,630 [2,077 | 101 | 2915 | 894|3,947 348| 537| 20,979| 21,254,656 Seta
1826 -| 99.978 | 9.514] 3,196| 35,610 |3,098 |1,852 |- -| 549 |5,724 517] 592| 16,493| 20,352,886 vious vet
1827 -| 82,096| 7.435} 2,770| 31,840 |9,672 |1,593'- -| 204 4,871 240|3,236 | 96,691 | 25,741,520
1828 - | 94,912 9.428| 3,084| 36,585| 2,793 1013 ;- -/| 189 '5,382 279|4,003| 25,952| 22,216,780
1829 - | 91,364! 9,193] 3,204 36,285 [2,009 | 563|- - 66| 4,101 168 |3,733| 48,933| 22,294,640
1830 -| 93,883| 8739| 3,645| 33,355|2,657 |1,.367/- -| 154 3.494 15|5,609| 37,925| 22,256,950
1831 -| 88,409) 9,053| 3,492 | 34,743 | 2,846 982} ~- -| 230 '3,204 22 |2,844} 22,170 + 14,055,350
1832 +| 91,453} 9,987] 4,600| 32,060 | 2,570 1,362 |- -| 799 |4,702 38 |3,736| 27,936| 19,815,010 ;
1833 - | 78,375| 9,325 4,074| 33,215 |3,034| 977} - +! 755|4,818 23| 7.741 | 58,581 | 9,866,060 ieee

1834 -| 77.801 | 9,860] 9,055| 30,495| 2,588 |1,088|- - 486 |5,995 116| 496| 29,901 | 27,795,731 oe f

1835 -| 71,017| 8,840| 3,455| 26,433 {1,820 | 747]- -| 300 3,085 486| 1,115| 59,033| 10,593,018|- ditto
1836 -| 61.644| 7707/ 497| 19.9981 874| 646}- ~| 189 5,224 69| 227| 46,779| 13,446,053 | - ditto.
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—No. 564.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenel ;
dated The King’s House, Jamaica, 13 March 1837.

I wave the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that the house of assembly
having informed me that they had finished the business of the session, and ap-
plied for a recess, I prorogued the legislature on the 4th instant.

I enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of the speech which I made
to them on that occasion.

It is with great pleasure I acquaint your Lordship, that several votes have
passed the assembly towards the promotion of religious instruction and educa-
tion. A sum of 500J. has been given in aid of a Wesleyan chapel inKingston;
1,100/. have been voted to the Scotch churches in Kingston and Falmouth ;
7007. to the Central National School in Kingston ; 2001. to the Union School in
the same town, and 200/. towards the enlargement of a chapel, of which the
pastor is a native African. I advert to the spirit of liberality which these votes
evince with the greater satisfaction, having in my opening address to the legis-
lature urged upon them, in the strongest terms, the importance of promoting
by every means the religious and moral improvement of the apprentice popu-
lation.
 

Enclosure in No. 564.

Exrract from Sir Lionel Smith’s Speech on proroguing the Legislature of Jamaica,
on 4 March 1837.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House ofAssembly,

I acknowledge with great pleasure the ready attention you have bestowed on all my com-
munications; and the adoption of the suggestions for classing the apprenticed population
under legal enactments will, I trust, fully provide for the contemplated emergency,
In bearing my testimony to the zeal with which you have applied yourselves to the publicbusiness, I cannot omit expressing the gratification I have experienced at the good under-standing which has been apparent in all your proceedings during a session of unusual dura-tion. Iattach the greatest importance to the continuance of this feeling, which it will bethe constant endeavour of my administration to promote.
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House ofAssembly, 'T have no doubt the provision you have made for the exigencies of the public service hasbeen regulated by your accustomed liberality, measured by a just regard to the interests ofyour constituents.

Gentlemen of the Council, _
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I am rejoiced at being now able to grant youa recess, confident that you will return toyour homes with an anxious desire to promote the interests of those who look up to you forprotection, and whose future welfare is so closely connected with the general prosperity ofyour country.
I do now, in His Majesty’s name, prorogue this General Assembly to Tuesday theeleventh day of April next, and it is hereby prorogued accordingly,

 

—WNo. 565.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith,
dated Downing-street, 29 April 1837.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 13th
ultimo, reporting the prorogation of the legislature of Jamaica, and enclosing a
copy of the speech which you delivered on the occasion.

I have received with much satisfaction the report which you have made of
the assistance afforded by the assembly for the diffusion of religious instruc-
tion, without any distinction in favour of any particular class of society or
denomination of Christians. The beneficial effects of this munificence, in con-
ciliating the confidence and attachment of the people at large, in vindicating the
title of the assembly of Jamaica to the praise of being animated by an en-lightened policy, and in promoting the moral improvement and the social and
individual happiness of the poorer classes of the people, will amply compensatethe legislature and their constituents for the pecuniary sacrifice which the attain-
ment of such objects may involve.
 

No. 566. °
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—No. 566.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 13 March 1837.
On assuming the administration of this government, my attention was

naturally directed to the causes of the discontent and bad feeling which I found
existing, to a great extent, between master and apprentice.
Amongst these, I felt satisfied that the want of uniformity in the hours ot

labour, and the absence of some compulsory enactment with respect to providing
an allowance of fish, generally called among the negroes ‘“‘ salt,’’ were very
prominent. The result of my private inquiries and conversation with some of
the principal members of the legislature convinced me, however, that I should
fail in any recommendation which I made to the house of assembly on the latter
subject. The argument I had to contend with was, that though the allowance
in question was very usually given during slavery, it was not general throughout
the island, and was perfectly optional on the part of the master; so that as the
Abolition Law only prescribed the same allowances as were formerly given, there
could be no good reason for an enactment which should be compulsory in this
particular respect.
With regard to uniformity in the hours of labour, I had, in the first instance,

issued a circular to the special magistrates (copy of which is enclosed), enjoining
them to enforce the practice of the nine hours system; but finding that the
intention of the law was in many instances disputed, I sent a message to the
house upon the subject, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy. The
assembly, however, for the reasons stated in the report of the committee of their
body (enclosure, No. 3), have declined to accede to the proposal, and both the
eight and nine hours system remain in operation as hitherto.
[have thought it my duty to report the present state of these questions to

your Lordship, observing that they were particularly adverted to in the report of
the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to inquire into the working
of the apprenticeship system.
Although I am still of opinion that the establishment of uniformity in the

- hours of labour would remove a frequent cause of discontent with the negro,
and operate strongly in engendering habits of the utmost importance to his
future well-being, | am happy to state that no reports have reached me of the

- recent orderly and tranquil behaviour of the apprentices throughout the island
having been disturbed, by the determination of the assembly to leave the law in
its present state.

I have obtained scales of labour from the several parishes, adapted to the
varieties of agriculture carried on in them, and they are at present in course of
consolidation, with a view to their being generally adopted as guides for the regu-
lation of task-work throughout the island. From my past experience in Bar-
badoes, I anticipate the best effects from the measure, and 1am happy to acquaint
your Lordship that the system is already acted on to a considerable extent, and
with very great advantage to both the parties concerned in it.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith

 

Enclosures in No. 566.

(No. 1.)

Sir, The King’s House, 16 September 1836.
I 4m desired by the Lieutenant-governor to call your attention to the 5th clause of: the

Act in aid of the ‘Abolition Act, fixing the period of labour on sugar estates and other plan-
tations at nine hours daily, except in cases where the employer and the labourers ma
mutually agree upon some other arrangement; and to direct that you will cause the provi-
sion ofthat clause to be strictly observed, making it your particular duty to ascertam, in
cases where the employer and the labourers may be mutually desirous of entering into an
agreement for working upon any other than the nine hours system, that such agreement is

fully understood by both parties. .
Iam also to request your attention to the 6th clause of the Act in aid, which provides

that the commencement and close of the legal hours of labour shall be intimated to the

apprentices by ringing a bell, sounding a horn or shell, or by any other signal distinctly

521, visible

JAMAICA.
——

No. 566.

(No. 1.)

(No. 2.}

(No. 3.)
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242 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

visible or audible to the apprentices, and to point out how desirable it is that this clause of
the Act should be strictly enforced, according to the agreements which may exist, upon the
several estates within your district.

I have, &c.
(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.
 

(No. 2.)
Mr. Speaker,

His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor has commanded me to convey to the honourable
house his anxious recommendation, that they should take into their consideration thebearing
and intent ofthe 5th clause of the Act in aid of the Abolition Act, which, though stated to be
enacted “to regulate uniformity in the hours of labour,” is still considered as leaving it
optional to the employer to adopt the eight or nine hours system, according to the 47th
clause of the Island Abolition Act. It appears to have been obvious to the honourable house,
that a uniform system was desirable, in order that the apprentices may every where be sub-
ject to the same regulations of labour, and thus have no pretence for discontent, by a com-
parison of thedifferent.systems which might exist on different estates.
With this most desirable object in view, so important to the equal government of the

apprenticed population, his Excellency entreats the honourable house to make the nine
hours system immutable; as also that the half day given to the labourer in each week
should be immutably Friday, in order that he may the better avail himself of Saturday, as
being market-day, subject of course to such changes as may be mutually agreed upon by
employers and labourers.
 

(No. 3.)
Mr. Speaker,

Yovr committee, to whom was referred his Excellency the Governor’s fourth message of
the 11th of November last, have given to that communication their most mature considera-
tion, and recommend to the house to agree to the following report.

Report:

That, in providing the details of the Abolition Act, the house were desirous to establish
uniformity in the hours of labour so far as appeared to them to be practicable. The sth clause
of the Act in aid had that object in view, but was in some measure defeated by a proclama-
tion of the late governor, recommending that the forty anda half hours of weekly labour,
to which the master was entitled, should be equally divided over five days of eight hours each.
The house would most readily meet the wishes of his Excellency in now making the

nine hour system immutable ; but when they consider that nearly one-half of the apprentice-
ship term has already passed away, and that, although the hours of labour are notaltogether
uniform, a convenient system mutually satisfactory has, after much trouble, become esta-
blished over the greater part of the island, the house fear that any alteration in the law
might, from the ignorance of the people and the probably indiscreet conduct of some of the
special justices, tend to renewed. misunderstandings. Other difficulties of very serious
magnitude present themselves to the establishment of an entire uniformity in the system of
labour, as applicable to all classes of the people. A regulation beneficial both to appren-
tices and master situated near a town and market-place, is not so to those who are distant ;
that which best suits sugar districts in the lowlands does not equally apply to coffee moun-
tains; and many other distinctions might be drawn, in respect tothe various occupations of
different classes, which it is unnecessary to detail. Under these circumstances, the house
entreat his Excellency to be assured, that, in refraining from disturbing the law which regu-
lates the hours of labour, they are actuated by a conviction that any alteration nowattempted
‘vould fail in its object, and be productive of greater evil than benefit.

 

—No. 567. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 4 April 1837.
Herewiru I have the honour to transmit the quarterly reports of the special

magistrates for the quarter ending the 31st December last.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lnonel Sinith.
 

- Enclosure 1, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from W. H. Brownson, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Liguanea District, Parish of St. Andrew, 2 Jan, 1837.
I nave the honour to forward, in obedience to his Excellency the Governor’s instructions,

the general quarterly report of my district, which, I trust, may meet with his Excellency’s
approbation. The:

e
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The general conduct of the apprentices, in that part of my district denominated the

Mammee and Cavalier Mountains, is good and respectful towards their employers, with a

few exceptions, andthey. appear to perform their work cheerfully; but I am sorry to say

that, in the lowland or Liguanea district, the same good conduct and cheerfulness to work

do not exist, and I attribute the cause mainly to its contiguousness to Kingston, and the

facility which is afforded the apprentices, not only for the sale of their produce, but being
employed and harboured. .

The nine hour system is general throughout the district, and the interval of relaxation is

from 10 to 11 o’clock, and at 4, labour terminates.

In the mountains, task-work more generallyprevails than in the lowlands, and it is more

usual for the apprentices in the Liguanea than the mountain district to work in their own

time for wages. The general rate is four bits per day, and in many instances half a dollar.

Indulgences are but seldom afforded. ;

As regards the condition of the free children, their parents are bringing them up in habits
the most idle and dissolute, for, since my taking the duties of Liguanea district, not one has

applied to be apprenticed. i,
The facilities for education and religious instruction are numerous, and the accommoda-

tion much exceeds the attendance. A very general desire still exists among the appren-

tices to purchase, and set themselves free fromthe remaining term of their apprenticeship,
and eight have done so this quarter. The kind ofemployment to which they usually betake
themselves, after they have obtained their manumission, is to higgle. Cane-cutting has
partially commenced, which will be pretty general next week throughout Liguanea; and the
prospects of the ensuing crop promise an abundant harvest, and will amply repay the labour
of the husbandman.

In conclusion, it affords me pleasure to inform his Excellency, that there appears a general
willingness on the part of the apprentices to meet the wishes of their employers, with respect
to taking of the crop. I have, &e.

(signed) W. H. Brownson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from W. F. Marlton, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Bishop Mount, St. Mary’s, 2 Jan. 1837.
I nave the honour to forward my quarterly report on the state of my district, and to

represent to your Excellency that the general conduct of the apprenticed labourers, since my
last report, has been satisfactory to their employers.
They have been industrious, doing their work cheerfully, and with but few occasions foi

complaint to the special justice. There are some ill-disposed people on properties, who
rather wish to live by stealing from the industrious than by voluntary labour. I regret to
say that pilfering has been very common for some months, and I have been obliged to award.
heavy punishment, with the view of checking the increase of an offence so injurious to the
industrious apprentice. I do not observe any increase of other offences: the prevailing are,
petty theft, desertion, absence from watch, &c. &c. and impertinence, generally from the
same set of delinquents, who periodically are brought before the special justice.
The Abolition Law is now generally understood; the employers find more profit in

encouraging the labourers to work cheerfully, by giving the old allowances, than in coercing
them. This throws the master and apprentice more on each other than on the strict letter
of the law, and a mutual good understanding has taken place; the suspicion of being
cheated has given way to confidence, and there is no difficulty in obtaining extra labour
from the apprentices, when required by the manager.
The working hours generally in use in my district are, for field labour, from sun-risc

(sometimes earlier) until dusk; half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner, the
apprentices having cooks, &c., and their fish allowed them. The employers do not adhere
to the law. The old indulgences of slavery are not withheld, but for these the labourers give
up their time. Both parties understand this, and I believe the good feeling between mastei
and apprentice is owing to their being so dependent on the proprietors for their fish and the
old indulgences, which have not been secured to them by the Abolition Law. Extra mili
labour is obtained during crop by paying the people 6s. Sd., 5s. and 8s. 4d. currency, per
week of five days (indulgences included), the week’s spell keeping the mill about 18, 16 o

14 hours, as may be required. This system of paying wages has mduced many single men
and others among the labourers to neglect their grounds: they prefer the cultivation of
gardens near their houses ; but, as far asI can ascertain, the provision grounds are sufficiently
cultivated for general purposes. The weather for many months was dry, so much so as to
affect the negro grounds severely. This causeda rise in the price of ground provision, and
led to trespass on the part of the idle, and those who had not grounds. There is very little
plea for stealing: an industrious man can easily earn sufficient money on Saturday, his own
ny, to keep him for the week comfortably. .

am assured by many managers of experience, that they have very little trouble with the
apprentices, less than formerly ; in most cases, as the head men, bemg constables, have sc
much authority over the gangs, the labourers looking with deference on these men, generally
dressed in jackets, with red cuffs and collar. Having had two years’ experience as a special
Justice, 1 confidently declare that the successful working of the system is mainly attributable
to the constables, and the support they receive from the special justice in the execution of
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their duty. I very rarely have complaints from managers for deficiency of work among the
gangs: late turning out in the morning, during the short days, I hear of, but as the people
work well when out, the overseers do not complain unless the advantage taken is great,
The objection to task-work would not be with the employer, I imagine, nor do I think the
apprentices would object, were theyassured of the day's work being afair one. Where the
special justice is impartial, and pays attention, to make himself acquainted with the nature
oflabour, &c., there is no occasion for any task. The constables know what ought to be
done, as well as the labourers. Where the management is good, and the treatment liberal,
never is complaint made to me of deficiency. 1 should regret to see task-work established
by law, as it would take from the special justice the right of exercising his discretion. An
manager might stop all the allowances, and call upon the special justice to enforce the task-
labour; whereas, at present, we have the power of holding the balance between kind and
harsh management. The apprenticeship law must determine; and I consider that special
justice best consults the interest of both parties, who endeavours, by his administration of the
ower intrusted to him, to cause and keep up confidence and good-will between the parties.
do not believe there is a special magistrate in the island who can strictly enforce theAct;

it would be met by resistance from the employers; the apprentices would have all their
allowances stopped, and confusion ensue. I have had cases of overseers talking to me of the
eight hours system, and not desiring more than the law; the thing is impossible. With all
the industry of the apprentices, and the time they give up and sell, the managers can do no
more than keep up the crops.
The crop for the year past has not been so good as anticipated ; a deficiency unforeseen

has taken place on many properties, but the managers do not blame the system, nor find
fault with the industry of the labourers. The season has been unusual, and the yielding bad.
A large plant has been put in for this year’s crop, and the returns are expected to be good.
Altogether the planters appear.to be well satisfied with the aspect of affairs.

The parents of the free children find no difficulty in supporting them, and are very desirous
of instruction for them, but will not agree to any proposals for labour on the estate. I believe
they consider it a degradation for one of their free children to be employed with apprentices,
The missionaries afford them instruction on their visits to the properties, and I am happy to
say I am acquainted with many managers who encourage the missionaries, and fully appre-
ciate their good services to the apprentices generally. The desire of freedom urges many
apprentices to purchase their discharges from apprenticeship, and there is a desire on the
art of the employers to retain them, field labour being now so valuable. The special justice

is not always able to influence the opinion of the local magistrates; the want of some other
mode of valuation is much felt. The people, when discharged, generally reside with their
friends, and turn small traders, &c. have, at present, 31 valuation papers, the parties
having failed to complete the payment, from the value awardedbeing often too high, in their
opinion. Since my last report, nine apprentices have effected their discharges from appren-
ticeship. The Christmas holidays have passed off with every appearance of good feeling
and conduct on the part of the labourers, they having had their usual allowances of fish,
&e. &c., and sufficient time to amuse themselves with the festivities of the season.

I have, &e.
(signed) William F. Mariton, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from Arthur Welch, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency the
Governor.

Carpenter’s Mountain District, 31 Dec. 1836.
Tue general conduct of the apprentices is good. There is no want of good feeling between

them and their employers.
Work is performed as willingly as can be expected under any system of coercion.
The usual system of work is eight hours, with the customary time for meals. .
Task-work is not general; it is not well understood by the negro population. Where it

is adopted it answers well, and will probably in time become more general. .
The price of labour for hire continues as before. With one or two exceptions, the apprentices

receive all the allowances formerly granted in slavery. This Christmas has passed more
quietly and orderly than any before, and the people all seem happy and contented.

The free children are not as yet brought forward to labour; more schools of industry are
requisite. The attendance at public worship is greater than there is accommodation.

here is, I conceive, a general desire to purchase the term of apprenticeship, where it can
be done: only two instances have been effected since my last report.

Those who obtain their discharges are for the most part accommodated with the money by
some proprietor, who, if a good master, will find no difficulty in getting the best apprentices in
the parish, and, as faras my observation goes, there is no distrust in such advance ofmoney.

€ ensuing crop promises fairly, Cultivation is carried to as great an extent as the
strength of the properties and their resources will admit. The season has been sufficiently
favourable, but the coffee crop short, from the heavy bearing of last year.

I have no suggestion to offer that I have not already had the honour to propose.
T have, &c.

(signed) Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate.
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Enclosure 4, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from John Gurley, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Stoney Hill District, St. Andrew’s, 1 January 1837.

Ir is with great pleasure I have the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency,

that the holidays have passed over with the greatest good order and propriety in the district

under my superintendence. On the morning of the 27th ultimo, the apprentices were gene-

rally at their labour, except upon two roperties ; viz. Campbell’s Mountain and Mount

Dakins, where I am inclined to believe they were under the erroneous impression that they
were entitled to another day, as Christmas fell upon Sunday. These are, however, the
only two cases of complaint, during the holidays, where my interference has been required.

Having alluded separately, and at some length, in my former quarterly report, trans-

mitted in October, to the several questions contained in your circular, No. 63, dated the 23d

September, and which being equally applicable to the state uf the district at this moment, I

consider it quite unnecessary to repeat those observations.

The nine hours system prevails on the sugar properties, and task-work on the coffee plan-

tations; and I am happy to add, that there appears more confidence on the part of those

conducting properties, as to the working of the apprenticeship system, than I have hitherto
observed.
The crop, as far as I can learn, will be an average one; the seasons latterly have been

favourable. There are three schools established in this district for the benefit of both free

and apprentice children; but I do not think there is that advantage taken of them by the
apprentices for their free children as they might; this, however, may arise from the difficulty
of sending them to and fro. A Sunday school on each estate would, at the present moment,

be of greater advantage to the apprentices’ children, as then there would be no excuse for

non-attendance.
T have, &c.

(signed) John Gurley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from H. Moresby, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Kingston, 5 January 1837,
In making my report on the state of my district for the quarter ending 31st December

1836, I have the honour to state that the general conduct of the apprentices has been satis-
factory. There certainly has been an increased number of punishments during this quarter,
but which may chiefly be attributed to the occurrence of two public races, and the interven-
‘tion ofthe Christmas holidays. When such scenes of amusement take place, it is almost
impossible to detain at his work an apprentice, who at no other period of the year has such
temptations for absconding, and opportunities for debauch.

I am of opinion there is no want of good feeling between the owner and the apprentice ;
both parties are gradually habituating themselves to the change which has occurred ; and
I may with confidence state, that, excepting a body of most incorrigible offenders, there
would be few complaints brought before me worthy of any serious notice. As compared
with English servants, the domestic apprentice is a most inefficient person, not only ignorant
of the proper discharge of his duties, ee in many cases idle and dirty. Custom has sanc-
tioned a system most fatal to good order in a domestic establishment, which is permitting
the apprentice, after his services are supposed to be dispensed with, to leave the house. It
not unfrequently happens that a master is. left without one single attendant during the
wholenight.

I have but few complaints against that valuable body of apprentices called mechanics.
Their hours of labour are from six in the morning until four or five in the evening; and when
allowed to work out for themselves, they generally earn from 8s. sterling to 5s. sterling per

diem. The common jobbing labourer can earn from 1s. 6d. sterling to 2s. 6d. sterling

per diem,
It is most difficult to ascertain the true condition of the free children of apprentices. Since

the last quarter’s report many inquiries have been made, but no satisfactory information
obtained. From what I can learn, a largeportion of them are supported by their parents
and relations. In respectable families no distinction is made between the free child and the

apprentice ; both are treated with kindness and attention. _ . .
here is now in this town every facility afforded for the education and religious instruction

of persons of every description. There are now between seven and eight thousand children

undergoing a course of education in Kingston; and I am given to understand there are
scarcely more than 500 apprentices, or the children of apprentices, who avail themselves
of the various schools lately established for their benefit. I have seen no great desire
among apprentices to purchase the unexpired term of their servitude. This last quarter few

have applied to purchase their discharge, although the estimated value of a good domestic
would rarely exceed 14/., sterling.

Twelve only have obtained their discharge since my last report. The only practical mea-

sure, I beg most respectfully to submit, is the immediate adoption of a well-arranged system
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of “ tickets of leave,” similar to what was enforced in the 40th and 41st clauses of the
Slave Act of 1831. At present, much difficulty and embarrassment exist in this town from
the repeal of those clauses.

I have, &c.
(signed) H. Moresby, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTE from James Kennet Dawson, Esq., Special Justice.

Lower Clarendon, Jamaica, 4 January 1837,
Tue short experience which I have had in this district prevents me from stating, from my

own personal knowledge, what has been the general conduct of the apprentices since the last
report; but the proprietors and managers consider there is a decided improvement and a
better feeling established than existed some time past, when the apprentices were allowed
to act almost as they pleased; but now they work quite as willingly as can be expected.
Few complaints are made as to general neglect of work, but many ofan individual character ;
viz. stealing corn, cutting canes to an amazing extent, the robbing of provision grounds, and
neglect of watch.
The plan generally followed is the nine hours system, the labourers having one hour's

relaxation in the middle of the day.
Task-work is not resorted to, from want of a proper understanding between parties; nor

is it usual for the apprentices to work for hire in their own time. The rate of wages is
2s. 6d. per day for able-bodied men, paid in current coin of British silver. The offer of
wages is very general, and as generally refused, except by tradesmen on estates, and the
negroes of the Hon. Alexander Bravo, who work willingly in cleaning coffee trees, 100 for
2s. 6a,

The proprietors and managers give their apprentices all former indulgences, and no
return expected.
The condition of the free children is truly deplorable; they are brought up in filth and

idleness, living at the expense of the proprietors of the estates to which their parents are
attached. The facilities for education and religious instruction are very little, as far as I am
informed, there being only one chapel of the established church, one Wesleyan, one Baptist,
one Independent, besides one built by the apprentices of the Hon. Alexander Bravo, at their
own expense, to which there is no regular clergyman. The attendance of negroes at the
different places of worship is far beyond the accommodation.

There is no wish evinced by the apprentices to purchase their discharge, only one having
done so during the last month. It is impossible to say to what kind of employment those
so discharged usually betake themselves; but it is quite certain that they do not turn their
attention to agriculture.
The sugar returns will be short, owing to unfavourable seasons. The deficiency in the

coffee crop this year is very great, though the prospect for the next is most flattering.
The state of cultivation of both sugar and coffee is quite as forward as ever.
The only suggestion I have to offer is, that something should be done towards educating

the free children, and bringing them up to permanent habits of industry.
In conclusion, it affords me the highest gratification to report the orderly and good con-

duct of the apprentices during the Christmas holidays. They have all quietly resumed
their labours without a murmur, from which the happiest results may be anticipated.

(signed) James Kennet Dawson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 567.

Answers to Circular.
Port Royal, January 1837.

1, Wuar has been the general conduct of the apprentices in your district since your last
report ?—Good.

2. Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers, and if so, to what
cause do you attribute it ?—No.

3. Do they perform their work willingly, and to what do you ascribe it, if not ?— Gene-
rally speaking, they do; however, there are a few incorrigible characters who will not work.

4. What are the working hours generally in use in your district; are any, and what,
intervals of relaxation allowed to the apprentices during the working hours ?—The appren-
tices in my district are non-preedials. oo.

5. Is task-work generally resorted to in your district; if not, does the objection lie with
the masters or the apprentices ?—The apprentices in my district are non-predials ; but as
colonial engineer, I find not the least difficulty in hiring from four to five hundred appren-
tices to dig out a new river-course; the work very laborious.

6. Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages ; if so, what
is the ordinary rate of wages, and how are they paid; if not, have t ey been offered ?—
It is for wages; I pay 2s. 11d. per day, paid every week.
W Are any indulgences withheld, which it was usual during slavery for the estate to sup-
— No.

PY g. What -
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g, What is the condition of the free children, and how are they supported ?—Improving;
generally speaking, by the owners of their parents.

9. What facilities does your district supply for education and religious instruction; is the

attendance at church and in the schools equal to the accommodation ?—Protestant Sunday

school, charity school, Baptist Sunday school, Methodist Sunday school, and Mico charity.

The attendance is not equal to the accommodation.

10. Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge; how
many discharges have been effected since last report ?—I thimk not; none.

11. To what kinds of employment do those who have obtained their discharge usually

betake themselves ?—The same as when apprentices.

12. What are the prospects of the ensuing crop, and what the general state of cultiva-

tion; has the season been favourable, or otherwise ?—My district is a town.

(signed) James H. St. John, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from John Odell, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Hillowton, Western Interior District, 1 January 1837.

[ nave much satisfaction in informing you, that no interruption to the tranquillity of the
district has taken place since making my report in last October, and that the same orderly and

aceable conduct which then characterized the apprenticed labourers still happily prevails.
The Christmas holidays just passed over have been spent by the apprentices principally

at their own homes in rational festivities, and the noisy semi-barbarous assemblages offormer
years have been altogether unknown.
On those properties, where a kind and judicious management is pursued, there appears at

resent to be no want of good feeling on the part of the apprentices towards their managers ;

and, indeed, this is practically proved by the cheerfulness with which they work during the

hours prescribed by law, and subsequently for hire in their own time.
Ofthe prospects for the ensuing crop, I can only repeat the opinion expressed in my report

ofOctober 1, that there will be a decrease from that of the previous year; as in that com-
munication I stated the grounds upon which I had formed such a conclusion, it will be, I
assume, unnecessary for me to recapitulate them here.
With reference to the condition of the free children, the state of education, the usual

working hours, the disposition of the apprentices to purchase their manumission, or the
mode in which those who have done so employ themselves, I have nothing to add which

would differ in any particular from the statements conveyed on these several heads in my

previous report.
I have, &c.

(signed) John Odell, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 9, in No. 567.

Copy ofa LETTER from Thomas Matthews, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Lieutenant-governor.

Sir, Success Estate, 31 Dec. 1836.
_ I sxe leave to state, the conduct of the apprentices in my district has not been so good as
it ought; I do not consider there is any want of good feeling between the apprentices and
their employers; those who are idle and unwilling to work have acquired their habits in
consequence of a non-residence of a special justice after the death of the late Dr. Thompson.
Their working hours are from half-past six in the morning until four in the afternoon. They
are allowed one hour for breakfast and two hours for dinner. Task-work is often resorted to.
Itis usual for the apprentices to work during the time allowed them for breakfast and dinner;
for which they are paid 10d. currency for their breakfast-hour, and two bits for their dinner-
time. There are no indulgences withheld, which it was usual, during slavery for the estate
tosupply. The condition of the free children is excellent throughout my district; they are

supported by their parents. The facilities are very good for education and religious instruc-
tion. The attendance at church and school is very good. There is a very great desire to
purchase their discharge whenever they are able. Three discharges have been effected since
ny last report. Those who purchase their discharge, if mecharfics, usually resort to it ;

others hire themselves to gentlemen as servants. The prospects of the ensuing crops and

general state of cultivation are good. The season has not been favourable, upon the account

of want of rain.
‘ I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas Matthews, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 10, in No. 567.

Answers to Circular.

\. Tue apprentices have conducted themselves well.
2. In very few instances doI find a want ofgood feeling between the apprentices and their

masters.
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3. The apprentices in this district I consider to work willingly.
4, The apprentices are generally in this district worked upon the eight hours system; thig

gives them the four o’clock to leave off work ; they have half an hour for breakfast between
eight and nine o’clock, and an hour for second breakfast between one and two o'clock: they
are allowed cooks. .

5. Task-work is not generally resorted to in this district, but is gradually introducing,
6. The coffee this season being much under an average crop, there is not that demand

for extra labour; however, I make no doubt that the apprentices would willingly work for
money-wages were they so called upon to labour.

7. When the apprentices have not worked to please their employer, or when the employer
has lost stock, supposed to be stolen by the apprentices or with their connivance, the em-

ployers have in some places withheld the allowance of herrings and salt, but not for any
ength of time.

8. The free children remain on the properties with the mothers, and are supported by
them; a great proportion of the free children go to school.

9. In this district there are four day and three Sunday schools, giving occasional instruc-
tion to about 430 apprentices, besides free children. There are three places of worship well
attended on Sundays.

10. The desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom does not appear to be
very general. This conclusion I come to, from there being so few applications to that effect.
No discharge effected in this quarter in my district. ;

11. [have not yet been able to ascertain to what employments the free negroes betake
themselves.

12. The present appearances are in favour of the ensuing coffee crop, and the cultivation
forward for the season; and I have every reason to believe the apprentices will continue to
keep the fields in good order.

13. I have nothing particular to communicate at the present.

Kingsland, 31 Dec. 1836. (signed) HI, W. Danson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 11, in No. 567.

Answers to Circular.
1. Goon.
2. None.
8. Generally speaking, they do.
4. From sun-rise to sun-set, with the usual hours of relaxation.
5. In some instances task-work is given, but not generally.
6. They generally work for hire, if required, and the usual rate of wages is four bits

(2s. 6d. currency).
7. Lam not aware of any.
8. Generally speaking, good and proper care taken of them by the managers.

. } +9. Maning’s free school :-— ] Males. |Females.! Total.
eo mee}

 

Onthe foundation -  - - - - = ‘=| 53 40 | 95
Not onthe foundation. - - 5s - -/| 64 81 i 95
School at the parish church, open on Wednesday, L
Saturdayand Sunday-  - - - - =-j 56 69 | 125

At Canowena estate - - = 5 = =] 98 69
Adults - - - - - += - -{ 75 | 4 | 241

10. I should say not.
11. House domestics.
12. Good; general state of cultivation good; season favourable.
13. None.

1 January 1837. (signed) Thomas M. Oliver, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from D. Ewart, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Si, Kingston, 19 January 1837.
In considering the state of my district since I had the honour to transmit to you my last

quarterly report, it is with no ordinary pleasure that I am again enabled to affirm my con-
viction of the industry and obedience of the apprentices, and of the continued good feeling
subsisting between them and their employers; and I feel an additional pleasure that, at the
termination of another year in the progress of the apprenticeship system, I am permitted to
review, with heartfelt satisfaction, the whole period over which my official duties extend,
and to appeal to the certified records of those duties for evidence of the happy results which
have attended the working of the system in my district. The retrospect thus afforded me,
while it cannot fail to encompass the future with the most inspiring hopes, affords me the

happiness.
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happiness of assuringyou, that on this occasion I have no information to communicate

which may not be found in my last quarterly report.
Thave, &e.

(signed) DD. Ewart, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 13, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from G. D. Gregg, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, ; Duncan’s, P. O., December 1836.
Ix compliance with the orders received in your circular, I have the honour to inform you,

for the information of his Exeellency the Lieutenant-governor, my observations upon the
working of the apprentices in my district, and, in so doing, shall endeavour to comply with
the thirteen queries from the Colonial Office.
The conduct of the apprentices, generally speaking, I consider good, and I cannot see

any want of good feeling between them and their employers; there are, however, exceptions;
but work isfor the most part done willingly, or apparently so, during the nine hours per day;
task-work is seldom resorted to except when they work for money-wages; watchmen are
perhaps the-only class who work for “ salt,” as it is termed, and this because they are old
and infirm. The usual allowances have been given; but on some estates it has been
withheld from those who the proprietor or manager considers have not conducted them-
selves properly.

There is in my district few schools, and consequently the free children remain all day
about the negro-houses. Since my last report two apprentices have purchased their freedom,
but I cannot say how they employ themselves; however, I have never known their going
to field labour. I trust that in my district a very considerable increase of the crops will take
place, as the seasons have been most favourable.
To the 13th question, I beg leave to suggest the very great advantage that would arise to

all parties, if, instead of onespecial justice adjudicating, two were associated ; this might be
done by their sitting for two days together at one place, allowing such estates as are con-
tiguous to bring their complaints, and then remove for another two days to another place,
of which place each estate shall have due notice; and so on continually during the whole
month. By this plan a greater weight will be given to the decisions, and much of the angry
feeling allayed, much of that crimination and recrimination avoided, to which the present

system is subject. There is also another cause why this method should be adopted,—
the daily increasing number of free persons who were formerly apprentices; the facilities
such have of trespassing on the apprentices’ grounds, while the latter are employed in the
master’s work; the facility this would give in valuations, in obtaining witnesses from the
number that would come together, not to say any thing of the weight it would give to the
decisions now so apt to be impugned; besides, the book m which the evidence is taken down
might be signed by both magistrates, and quarterly forwarded to head quarters; it would
also obviate the necessity of much locking up, as the proprietor or manager would know
where to look, and be sure to find the magistrates; in fact, your own superiorjudgment will
point out many more advantages which I shall decline to enumerate.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. D. Gregg, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from R. S. Cooper, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, St. Thomas in the Vale, 14 January 1837.
Ix offering my report for the last quarter on the state of my district, [ have great satis-

faction in being enabled to assure your Excellency, it is now ina state of perfect tranquillity,
and that the apprentices, who have been rapidly improving for the last three mouths, are
performing their work willingly and well, and behaving altogether in a manner highly
creditable to themselves.
The nine hours system has been universally adopted throughout this district, and only

departed from in cases of special agreement for taking off the sugar crops by double spells
of fight hours each; these agreements have, | believe, been entered into on all the sugar

eS,
Task-work is rarely resorted to; the apprentices are ready and even anxious to accept it,

but the managers do not, in general, appear friendly to it; their objection, I rather think,
arises from the endless variety of soil, &c., which renders it difficult to fix a general standard
even for one estate. Could it be rendered available, task-work would result in great
advantage to the apprentice, who, having more time at his command, would earn much more
money than he can now do, for it requires but little observation to detect the utter falsehood
of the old cuckoo song, that the negro will not labour but on compulsion ; and it may serve
to show the dishonesty of those who are ever repeating it, that I have frequently heard from
Managers of properties the remark, that a negro will do for himself in one day as much
pork as he would for his master in two; this is indeed a truth. Influenced like his fairer
rother by the cheering hope of reward, the apprentice will, in one of his own days, perform
oa 6d. currency a day’s work sufficient to satisfy any judge of work; 2s. éd., orfour

21, its,
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bits, is the usual rate per day of nine hours, but at some descriptions of work they earn
more, in digging cane-holes per 100, &c. Ido not mean to assert that individual cases of
idleness, as well as of insolence anddishonesty, do not occasionally occur; such, as also
insufficiency of labour in field gangs, will, I imagine, be found noted in the diaries of Special
justices until the end of the apprenticeship. In giving the above account of their conduct,
speak generally. . .
ome persons complain that the apprentices now neglect their grounds to work for hire;

this is by no means generally the case, and where it is observable, it will on Inquiry be found
that the money so earned is employed in procuring such necessaries (salt provisions, &e.) ag
were formerly allowed him wee ly by the estate, but are now very generally discontinued ;
and when not altogether discontinued, are capriciously doled out by the managers, being
frequently stopped for the smallest offence, or for no offence at all. Clothing and nourish.
ment also for their infant children, being no longer allowed by the estates, require immediate
funds, which the parents can only obtain by working for hire.
The free children are thrown entirely upon the resources of their parents; in a few

instances medicine is given them ; but the mother is always expected to repay any time she
may take from the estate, to nurse and attend upon her sick infant.

Instruction is but slenderly provided for, nor do I perceive any disposition here to promote
it; the end solely contemplated is, to get as much work as possible from the ap rentice ;
there is indeed a school talked of, and a small one is in operation on Sundays at eywood
chapel, but I am informed it is inadequate to thewants of even its immediate Vicinity. The
Wesleyans and Baptists make the most of their limited means; the former have a station
in the above rocks, but the latter have no fixed establishment within this district. The
church and chapels are well attended, and two or three large schools would find ample
employment, and effect incalculable good. The last Christmas offered strong indications of
improvement in the minds and manners of the apprentices; their clean and decent appear-
ance and sober deportment being strongly contrasted with the drunkenness and noisyrevelry
of former years.
An increasing desire to purchase freedom is manifest, and I have reason to think that

several have completed their arrangements; but, as (thougha party to the valuations) I did
not see the monies paid, I cannot possibly assert it; of those whom I know to have
obtained their freedom by purchase, nearly ail have betaken themselves to cultivation of the
soil, some who were non-predials hiring themselves out as servants. In general there is
apparent a great desire to remain on the estates to which they formerly belonged.
Of the prospects with regard to the crop now just commencing, I would speak with

caution ; I think it will be an average crop; there has been general complaint of the canes
“ harrowing too soon,” and as it is well known canes do not increase in size afterharrowing,
the circumstance may account for any slight falling off. The quality of the sugaralready
made is superior, and continues to bear out the opinion that night-work was in this respect —
unfavourable to its manufacture. The seasons have been highly favourable to getting in the
plants, and the present dry weather appears equally so for taking off the crop.

It is with regret that I advert to the partial existence of an evil of greatmagnitude
connected with the sanatory management of estates,—I mean the practice of locking up
the hospitals, or, more properly, hot-houses. Persons in every stage of disease, and under
all its varieties, are not unfrequently locked up together, night and day, in buildings with
the very windows barred close, as if light and air were enemies to health; and the individual,
just over a fever fit, to whomalittle fresh air would be of more service than all the medicine
in the dispensary, 1s doomed to breathe the impure air exhaled from a dozen or twenty pair
of diseased lungs, and infected with the stench of ulcerated legs, &c.; and all, as far as
I can discover, for the sole purpose of keeping people at work, by rendering the hot-house
a place of punishment for sickness, rather than a relief from its pains. It is, however, but
justice to add, that the above description is not generally applicable; the exceptions are
many and honourable to the masters; and I must also observe that in most cases | found
the practice complained of relinquished at the first expression of disapprobation from the
special justice; butI have to complain that on some estates, and large ones too, it still
subsists with the joint support of the doctor and manager, to the injury of the apprentices’
health, not to speak of the illegality of the close imprisonment so imposed; on such
properties, I solemnly declare I have never found matters go on well.

In conclusion, I beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the injustice of calling upon
a mother to repay time devoted to the care of her sick infant, which, as the law stands,
cannot be prevented.

I have, &c.
(signed) §&. S. Cooper, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 15, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from R. B. Facey, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Montego Bay, 3 January 1837.

In compliance with his Excellency’s circular of the 15th July last, No. 63, I take leave
tv forward the following report on the state of my district :

1. That the apprentices continue to conduct themselves with propriety.
2. That there is a better feeling between the managers and apprentices than there used to

be, may be inferred from the considerable decrease of complaints on either side. Th
8. ine~
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3. The working hours in this district are from sun-rise to sun-set, allowing three hours’

interval of relaxation during the day; on some properties half an hour is allowed for break-

fast, and two hours and a half during the day; on others, one full hour for breakfast, and

are then drawn off at four in the evening.

5, Task-work is now pretty generally resorted to when employed digging cane-holes; but

whether the people will accept task-work on any other description of labour, will depend as

much on a reciprocal good feeling as on the equity of the scale of labour.
6. I have seen the apprentices on Anchovy estate during the last three months not only

labouring during the hours of relaxation, but by moonlight, at the rate of 3s. 4d. per 100

cane-holes. It does not consist with my knowledge that the apprentices ever refused to
labour in their own time for money when the offer has been made, and a prospect of speedy

ayment held out to them.

7. Ido not think the supplies so liberally continued as they used to be during slavery.

8. With respect to the condition of the free children and their means of support, I cannot

speak with certainty; but I imagine they are exclusively supported by the industry of their
parents, or by those with whom they may be placed to learn a trade.

9, There is still a lamentable deficiency of the means of education and religious instruc-
tion in this district. There is no established church or place of worship, and the only means
by which education and religious instruction are imparted is through’ the exertions of

Mr. Burchell and Mr. Wardell, two pious and indefatigable missionaries of the Baptist and
Methodist persuasion.

10. Although I have only effected seven valuations since my last report, it must not by
any means be considered as evidence of disinclination on the part of the apprentices to

obtain their discharge; on the contrary, there is a general desire for freedom.
11. I do not know to what kind of employment those who obtain their discharge usually

betake themselves.
12, The prospects of the ensuing crop, in almost all the properties in this quarter, have

been represented to me by the managers as promising a good return. The seasons have been

propitious, and, judging from the healthy appearance of the plants, T should say that nothing

but bad management or an unexpected change of weather can prevent an increase over the

last year’s crop.
I have, &e.

(signed) RR. B. Facey, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 16, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Stanley Rawlinson, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Brownstown, 31 December 1836.

Wir reference to the second part of the circular, No. 63, of the 23d September, I beg
to make the following report for the quarter ending this day.
The general conduct of the apprentices has been peaceable and orderly; a good feeling

exists between them and their employers; they might, no doubt, with the greatest ease
perform much more work than they have been doing: the working hours are from sun-rise,
with one hour for breakfast and two for dinner. There is no task-work in this district: the
apprentices do not work willingly in their own time. At Knapdale, Dunbarton andQueen-
hithe, liberal wages have been offered for the last two months for the digging of cane-holes,
but in vain, and that with the choice of the easiest land. Salt fish is not given when the
apprentices do not conduct themselves well. With respect to the free children, they are
leading an idle, vagabond life; their parents will not allow them to do the slightest work for
the property, although they invariably receive medicine when sick ; I have, in many instances,
been allowed to sit down and take care of them; the children are supported from provision
grounds belonging to the proprietors. The accommodation at church and in the schools is

equal to the attendance. There is no doubt the apprentices would purchase their discharge
had they the means: 11 valuations have taken place since the last return; six only have paid
the stipulated price. It is not in my power to state the kind of employment those who have
purchased the remainder of their apprenticeship betake themselves to. This is not a sugar
district, there being only seven estates. The crops, on the average, will be less for the ensuing

ear. The season has been favourable. The remainder, consisting of pen and pimento, is

ept in pretty good order. If task-work could be agreed on, it would, I think, be advan-

tageous to both parties ; the general and prevailing complaint on the part of proprietors and
overseers being an insufficiency of labour. Complaints against apprentices have not
averaged more than 15 per month for the last quarter; on the part of apprentices onlytwo,
and when inquired into, not proved.

I have, &c.
(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 17, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from R. Cocking, Esq., Special Justice.

. Si. James’s, Windward District, December 1836.
Tue undersigned is happy in having to state that the cultivation of the estates is very

much improved, and there is every probability of its continuing so; it is expected this year’s

521, crop
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crop will be more than that of the last. An excellent feeling exists between the masters
and apprentices, with some few exceptions ; the former and the Managers are doingevery
thing in their power to promote theapprentices’ comforts and industrious habits, It is
however, with unfeigned regret that the undersigned begs to call the attention ofhis
Excellency the Governor to the deplorable idle state and conduct of some of the a pren-
tices upon almost every estate: during the time allowed for relaxation by law, t ey g0
plundering about the country to a very alarming extent, instead of working their grounds,
which are almost totally neglected; and whilst the better disposed of them are attendin
divine service on Sundays, the former are prowling about, purloining every species of pro-
visions and other articles they can lay their hands on. This serious evil very much
disheartens those who have good grounds and plenty of provisions. It is much to be
regretted that the law does not invest the special magistrates with power to cause all the
bad disposed to be collected into a gang on each estate, and placed under the superintend.
ence of a constable, whose duty it would be to make them work their grounds; thus, for
instance, supposing such gang to be composed of from 10 to 20 apprentices, the whole
number‘vould set in on the apprentice days of every week, and clean and plant off a patch of
ground for the first one, and so on until the whole 10 or 20 grounds were completed ; on
the same principle, they would also clean them in rotation. Theft would then in a great
measure be prevented by their being placed at such an employment, and when the fruits of
their labour began to develop themselves, they would then have an abundance ofpro-
visions; and the disgrace attendant upon being put into such a gang, together with the
advantages they would then perceive accruing from habits of industry, would, in all proba-
bility, be the means of reclaiming many of them, and preparing them for the great change
which will take place in their condition in the year 1840. If the bad-disposed of the
apprentices could be persuaded, or the special magistrates had the power of enforcing their
attendance at church, it may influence their conduct for the better, and be the means of
preventing their plundering the regular attendants in their (the latter’s) absence.
The conduct of the children’s mothers, also, is such as calls forth the most painful con-

siderations and animadversions; indeed, so every thing unlike maternal feeling do they
display in many instances towards their offspring, that humanity revolts at theirbarbarity:
many of their children, when ill, are allowed to consume away from disease, &c., in the negro-
houses, and are sometimes at the last stage of existence before they will bring them to their
managers or carry them to the hospital, where medicine and other necessaries would be
administered; and although they are repeatedly requested to bring them up when taken
sick, many of them expire from the delay of the mothers before any assistance can be
rendered.
The Christmas holidays have passed off well; the apprentices have had every indulgence

and allowance granted them, as formerly ; and the conduct of all parties at the commence-
ment of the present year augurs a favourable termination.

(signed) § &. Cocking, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 18, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from J. Rawlins Thomas, Esq., Special Justice, to
C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Falmouth District, Parish Trelawny, 3 Jan. 1887.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith my several reports and documents for the month

and quarter ending 31 December 1836; and I earnestly hope they will be found correct
and satisfactory to his Excellency the Governor. ”

It is with the utmost satisfaction and pleasure that I can report most favourably of the
general conduct of the apprentices in this district under my superintendence, and that the best
eelings exist between themselves and their respective masters, all work going on well,and most
willingly, under the nine hours system of employment. I cannot say that task-work isas
generally embraced by the apprentices as could be wished, arising from an unhappy suspicion
in them that all proposals have, more or less, some sinister motive, and inimical to their
rights and interest; however, in many instances they have seen their folly, and had greatly
to regret declining the liberal proposition of their employer, which would end well in many
respects. The apprentices are Pretty free to work for wages in their own time, the
general rate of which is about 3d. per hour, paid weekly. Some few of the formerallow-
ances and indulgences are, unavoidably, curtailed on most of the properties in this district;
but the staple boon of “ salt,” i. e. fish, is universally and most liberally bestowed. The
condition of.the free children would be most pitiable but for the liberal assistance and pro-
tection extended to them and their mothers by the estate, however undeserved by the latter
party. The facilities for education and religious instruction in this district are great, and
the attendance at church and school is good. Among the apprentices the desire to purchase
their discharge certainly lessens, five cases ofvaluation only having occurred this month, when
the ratio some few months ago was double that number; and these being either tradesmen
in the town, or female non-predials, house servants, they generally betake themselves to
their trade and former habit of life. The prospects of the ensuing crop have brightened
materially within the last month, owing to some seasonable rains, and, generally, the calcu-
lation is that of the last year, certainly not more. On the whole, the seasons have been
unfavourable, and the canes, even where looking healthy and well, are yet very short. In
conclusion, sir, I would beg leave most respectfully to offer my humble suggestions and

recommendations,
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recommendations, and these, with the deepest interest at heart for the well-being and well
working of every estate in this land, viz. competency and activity in the manager of

the property, with system, method, and, next to sacred uniformity in all his professional
arrangements, his own eye attending and surveying his daily operations in every depart-
ment; then, open-handed, liberal and generous dealing with the good and faithful appren-

tice in every class (but particularly supporting and upholding the sworn and faithful

constable); but with the lawless and wicked apprentice, that would attempt to infringe that

ood and bountiful code, his ample boon, the law,—his portion should be, undeviatingly the
utmost measure of coercion to which the offended law rendered him amenable.

[ trust, sir—I most respectfully trust—that I have not expressed myself too energetically

either to the sense of his Excellency the Governor or yourself; but I have been 34 years

a professional servant to His Majesty—rather, to my country; and I can only say—thank

God, I have been brought up in the school, the happy school, of discipline, which

at least allows me, amply supported by others, to have the several thousands of ap-

rentices in this district under my charge subservient to the law of the land, or an

aw which to-morrow might emanate from the will of his Excellency the Governor of this
island.
My apprentices characterize happiness, and I do firmly believe have a confidence, at least,

in the magistrate who has the more immediate charge and protection of them and their
tights.

; I have, &e.
(signed) § Joseph Rawlins Thomas, Special Justice.

P. S.—Christmas-time has ended most happily in every sense; my two lightest calendars
in the year at Falmouth Court were 24th and 31st December.

 

Enclosure 19, in No. 567,

Cory of a LETTER from Stephen Bourne, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, St. Andrew’s East, 12 January 1837.
I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency my report for the quarter ending

31 December 1836.
The conduct of the apprentices has been, with very few exceptions, good.
I do not observe any increase of good feeling between the apprentices and their employers.
I think the apprentices do perform their work, in general, more willingly than could have

been anticipated.
The working hours are almost universally nine hours per day for the first four days of the

week, and four and a halfhours on Fridays. In some instances the apprentices are allowed the
whole day every other Friday. One hour’s relaxation is given in the middle of the day.
Task-work is not generally resorted to in this district; the apprentices are, with few

exceptions, unwilling to engage in it. They are, in fact, afraid that every change during
the apprenticeshi term, will be for the worse; and the report now current, that the quan-
tity of work is to be vastly increased, under the sanction of your Excellency, has set them
against it more than ever.
The apprentices do work in their own time; the general price is 2s. 6d. currency, or

1s. 6d. sterling per day for able hands, and for others in proportion to their age and ability.
Tradesmen get from 33. 4d. to 5s, currency per day. Ina few instances they obtain 2s. 1d.
per day.

Insome cases the Christmas allowances have been withheld; and in others they have
been less than usual, but these instances, I am happy to state, are few. Several indulgences
have been withheld on ordinary occasions, and on many estates cooks, nurses and midwives,
but, as I have always remarked, with loss to the property more than to the apprentices.
The free children appear to me to be well fed, and at the expense of the parents, chiefly

the mothers.
The facilities for education are few, totally inadequate to the necessities of the case; the

same may be said of religious instruction on Sundays. The attendance of apprentices is

fully equal to the accommodation, but the masters rarely attend the place of worship in my
ustrict.
I think there is a great disposition to purchase their freedom on the part of the apprentices,

but the enhanced price of late has put it out of their power. On this account I have had
but very few valuations recently, less than in any other quarter.
The apprentices who purchase their discharges commonly work their own grounds, the

demand for provisions at the Kingston market rendering that their most profitable occupa-

fion, Some of them get places of service, but not many. ;
I do not think the prospect of a coffee crop generally good. (I have no sugar estates in

my district.) The quantity will, I am persuaded, be less than the last year. The state of
cultivation appears to me to be good. The season has not been favourable. .

The great measures to be recommended for the advantage of the country are, in my
opinion, schools of industry, and the encouragement, by the proprietors, o steady, in-
dustrious married men as overseers—men who are not above their business, who do not
meddle with politics, and who set a good example to the apprentices. The too common practice
of debauching the young black women, or bringing brown housekeepers amongst them,
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has tended more than any thing besides to lower the influence of the overseer over the
apprentices, and to demoralize and unsettle the negroes.

If the English proprietors would encourage (by selling or letting portions of land to them)
industrious farmers with large families, and if it were even but small capitals, to emigrate
from home, it would be a most effectual means of promoting the true interest of the country;
and my own experience in the health of a large family proves that the mountainous parts
of the island are very favourable to the health of temperate and industrious persons.

have, &e.
(signed) Stephen. Bourne, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 20, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from George Willis, jun., Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Bath, St. Thomas in the East, 10 January 1837.
I xe leave to state, for his Excellency’s information, that the apprentices in my district

continue to conduct themselves in the same good manner as when I had last the honour of
reporting, and the same good feeling, I am happy to say, exists between them and their
employers. Task-work is not at present resorted to, and little or no work done in their own
time for wages: the usual indulgences they continue to receive. I am sorry to observe the
condition of the free children not at all improved. The whole of the estates in this districé
have commenced crop, but the yielding not equal to the appearance of the cane; the con-
tinuation of dry weather accounts for this. The Christmas holidays have passed off quietly,
and the whole of the apprentices have returned to their labour.

Tam, &e.
(signed) George Willis, jun., Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 21, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from 7. A. Dillon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Leeward District, Parish of St. Ann’s,
Sir, Retirement, Great House, 1 January 1837.

I nave the honour to state, for the information of the Governor, that this district maintains
its usual good character.

I adopt this mode of replying to the printed interrogatories issued by His Majesty’s
Government, because truth would oblige me to answer them in the same terms expressed in
my last report.
The good feeling which has been the labour and pleasure of my official life to promote is

obviously on the advance; complaints are infinitely less frequent; and whether this proceeds
from forbearance in the manager, or an improved tone of character in the apprentice, or
both, would be hardly useful to discuss; whilst the incontrovertible fact, that the business
ofestates is carried on with a comparative absence of punishment, is no less true than satis-
factory. It is now more than a year and six months since I took charge of this district,
and there are twenty-three estates on which corporal punishment has never been inflicted;
during the last three months (with one exception, and that has been stealing salt fish from
a store) not a single act approaching to crime has occurred, and it is only under our present
judicial code that punishment could (by any possibility) be awarded. The coffee crop, as
I anticipated, will be short, from causes over which industry could have had no control.
The sugar estates are in high cultivation, whilst extensive preparations in plants for 1838

and 1839 have been established. Properties are changing hands, some rented, some pur-
chased on terms which evince confidence in the speculator; from 50s. to 5/. an acre for
uncleared mountain land is asked and given, according to the facilities or difficulties of ap-
proach; finally, as confidence has advanced, prosperity has followed in a proportionate ratio.

I have made use of the national taste for Rorse-racng, as a means of introducing a novel
experiment, namely, public rewards for industry, obedience and general good conduct; and
on Saturday next rt shall have the gratification of presenting (before a large assemblage of
gentry and peasantry) to one, from each of the three classes of estate’s constables most con-
spicuous for merit, two pistols and a handsome staff; a similar reward, ofless amount, to the
most deserving apprentice in my own district ; and, should the Almighty give me strength,
I shall use this stimulus at least once a year, which, with other appliances, may induce con-
fidence, emulation and good feeling. The gentlemen of this district—indeed, of the parish—
have subscribed liberally to promote the scheme, and the most thinking anticipate good
results. I beg to annex the programme :
“The promoter of these rural sports having not only in view the moral advance of the

apprentice, by providing periodical premiums for meritorious conduct, but at the same time,
by catering for his amusements, to induce a return of willing labour and reciprocal good-
will, exciting in times to come grateful associations, making the standard or climax of his
happiness that which he has been accustomed to enjoy in the propinquity of his own
dwelling, checking his desire to seek for novelties elsewhere, and compelling him, by the
common instinct of our nature, to cultivate, in the strength of his manhood, the well-
temembered haunts of his youth, where his matured usefulness was encouraged, his moral
conceptions enlarged, and his recreations not forgotten. Whether these views are real or

visionary;
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yisionary, they deserve not only a trial, but the encouragement of proprietors, attornies and
managers ; whilst sportsmen and breeders will best consult their interest by becoming annual
subscribers.

It is painful for me again to call the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the
lamentable state of yaw patients, adults and infants; and should the British Government be

inattentive to this, my third appeal, I shall seek, through the medium of a petition to the

jsland legislature, for the adoption of some plan to relieve these unfortunates from the

sanatory control of estates, and to provide district asylums for the free children. To check

the loathsome and increasing disease is not less humane than politic, or the rising generation

will fall victims.
I have, &c.

(signed) 7. A. Dillon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 22, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from Hall Pringle, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Lucea, Hanover, 1 January 1837.
In obedience to his Excellency’s commands, I forward to you the report of the state of

my district during the past three months. Since I have undertaken the duties of special
justice of this district, I have found the apprentices (who exceed in number 9,500) generally
well-conducted, and there appears to be a growing feeling of good understanding between
them and their masters.
The working hours of the apprentices of my district are from six in the morning till six

in the evening, out of which they are allowed one hour for breakfast, and two for dinner.
On two or three of the estates in my district the apprentices prefer working eight hours per
day, and continuing the same on aFriday ; during crop-time, which has now commenced,
the apprentices are eagerly working eight hours a day extra for an average pay of 2s. 6d.
sterling per week, consisting of five working days. I find that task-work 1s extensively
imposed in digging cane-holes, but not so in other species of field labour. The only estates
in my district whereI find a disinclination on the part of the apprentices to work for hire in
their own time, is on those estates where the provision grounds are more Ahan usually
extensive and productive, and where the apprentices have a ready sale for ground provisions ;
when the apprentice chooses to work for hire in his own day, he receives 6d. sterling per
day of nine hours. I know that on the large estates none of those indulgences which the
apprentice had bestowed on him while he was ina state of slavery are now withheld, but
on the small mountain settlements in my district, I have reason to believe that the appren-
tice feels the poverty of the master. The state of the free children is such as to cloud the
prospects of an improved state of the condition of the labouring classes in Jamaica;I find
them growing up with the habits of idleness incident to the most uncivilized state of society,
and [ find their parents encouraging them in that antipathy to all restraint which charac-
terizes the uncivilized. The mass of the adult population, I have every reason to believe, will
continue those habits of industry to which they have been accustomed, on the expiration of
the period of compulsory labour.
The facilities for juvenile education in my district are not great, but even these have not

been taken advantage of. The facilities for religious instruction are extensive, and the
apprentices evince a great desire to embrace the advantages afforded by a numerous clergy.
The desire to purchase their freedom I find mostly displayed by the least respectable among
the body of the apprentices; and many of the most industrious amongst the apprentices, who
could easily purchase their discharge, prefer their present state, and keeping the money of
which they are possessed.
‘Tam given to understand that the seasons have been very favourable. The cultivation of
the estates is generally good; but, from causes with which I am unacquainted, a slight
falling off of the crops this season is expected.

T have, &c.
(signed) § Hall Pringle, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 23, in No. 567.

Copy ofa LETTER from Daniel Winder Kelly, Esq., Special Justice, to C.H. Darling, Esq.

Parish of Westmoreland, Mount Edgecombe Pen,
Sir, Robin’s River, P. O., 31 December 1836.

I wave the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor,
that since my last quarterly return, the apprentices in this district have conducted themselves
with much propriety, and on most properties continue to give satisfaction to their employers.
The Christmas holidays have passed over most satisfactorily, the apprentices attending.

their several churches in great numbers, and also amusing themselves with every appearance
of happiness. With one or two exceptions, the allowances were distributed plentifully, such
as fish, rum, beef and sugar, and also receiving several other marks of kindness.

_ There appears to be a kind feeling existing between the apprentice and the master, par-
ticularly so where there has been a conciliatory mode of management hitherto carried on,
and from what I can observe this has been the case on most properties in this district,
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with the exception of some of the small settlers, who cannot afford the same indulgences
The labouring hours in this district are generally nine, the apprentice getting one hourfor
breakfast and two hours for dinner. Task-work is not generally resorted to; I think the
objection lies principally with the apprentice 5yet where it isso, I have invariably seen the
work performed long before the usual hour for drawing off.
On many roperties the apprentices are working for hire, and this feeling, in my opinion

is much onthe increase in this district. The usual mode of payment is cash, at the rate of
from 1s. 8d. to 3s. 4d. and 4s. 2d.; on most properties the apprentices get their allowance
of fish, and grass for their cattle of every description. With regard to the free children
I am of opinion that most of them are brought up in indolence; this perhaps is much to be
attributed to the limited means of supplying education, as, from what I have always observed
there appears to be a great desire on the part of the negro to receive instruction. The prin-
cipal school in this district has been established by Hutchinson Scott, esq., of Hopeton ;
there are also six small schools, all of which are under the religious instruction of Mr. Collis,
the Moravian minister, with the exception of one. The accommodation at the several
churches, in my opinion, is not at all equal to the attendance, as I have frequently seen half

the congregation remaining outside for want of sufficient room, particularly at the Moravian
churches.

I do not think there is such a desire now, on the part of the apprentices, to purchase their
manumission as some months past; those who have purchased their freedom have hired
themselves, or got ground on which they labour. I have known an apprentice to Glanburnie
pen, after he had obtained his freedom, go back to his master from whom he has since been
receiving 3s. 4d. per day, and the same allowance as usual, thus getting at the rate of 501. per
ear, deducting the days he would require to plant his provisions, &c. On the sugar estates

in this district, it is expected there will be no diminution from the last crops ; the season has
been unfavourable to the mountain crops ; in consequence of the heavy rains we have had,
there is a good appearance for the ensuing returns.

Thave, &c.
(signed) § Daniel Winder Kelly, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 24, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from R. Sydney Lambert, Esq., Special Justice, to
C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, S. E. Division, St. Mary’s, 31 December 1836.
TuE time having arrived when it becomes my duty to supply the information required in

respect of the district of this parish under my charge, I have the honour to report that
during the period of three months that has now elapsed since my last report—

1. The conduct of the apprentices generally has been satisfactory, leading to a decrease
of nearly one-third in the number of offences, which are unmarked by those features of
determined resistance to the law that have heretofore called for the exercise of its severity
to an extent which is now happily. much diminished.

2. Whereby a mutual good feeling is engendered between the apprentices and their em-
ployers, against which latter, during the whole period embraced in this report, not a single
conviction has taken place.

3. With one exception (the case of the female portion of the gang ofjobbing apprentices
belonging to Rosehill, but employed at Orange River estate, who have shown a great
reluctance to perform a due and customary quantum of labour, ascribable, I am induced
to think, to their intercourse with the females of this latter estate, who have, on repeated
occasions, exhibited proofs of insubordination), the apprentices in general repair to their
several duties with a certain degree of willingness, indicative, nevertheless, of a conviction
of the compulsory nature of the engagements by which they are connected with their
masters.

4. The working hours are principally from six o’clock a.m. to four o’clock p.m., one hour
cessation being given about noon. This system of retiring from work before the close of the
day is generally preferred by the negro to receiving a longer cessation in the middle of the
day, and working till sun-down. .

5. Task-work is very generally adopted by those jobbing gangs ordinarily employed in
cane-hole digging; but in this mountainous district many local difficulties prevent the
adoption of the system, but which, where feasible, is seldom objected to by either party, if
desired by the other. :

6. On the sugar estates, of which there are only eight in the district, agreements have
been entered into, whereby the negro receives from 2d. to 3d. per hour for the time he may
be worked over the legal hours of daily labour ; but the employment of either Saturday, or
“the four hours and a half per week,” granted as an additional time to cultivate grounds, is
a rare occurrence, though frequent endeavours are made by the employer to further such an
arrangement. The wages are paid in money. On the coffee plantations extra labour 1s
seldom engaged.

7. The full accustomed allowances are still granted; and when the conduct of the
apprentices has entitled them to it, I have reason to believe they have been increased with
the same liberality that induced the general grant of the full holidays of the “ olden time,” on
the occasion of the recent Christmas. Th

8. Ene
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g, The free children are well taken care of by their parents, who keep them in a state of

idleness, though offers have been made to give them employment, and a fair remuneration

for their services.
9. One church of “ the Establishment,” a chapel attached to the mission of “the Church

of Scotland,” and a Wesleyan chapel, a school being connected with each, constitute the

only facilities for religious mstruction and education in the district; in each of these esta-

blishments the attendance is generally more than equal to the accommodation offered.
10. The desire amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge has increased during

the past quarter ; ninehave completed such purchase, whilst others are making arrangements

to do so; the applications for valuations at the present moment amount to two.
11. Amongst those lately discharged, the majority engage themselves in the cultivation

of provision grounds, whilst the remainder have become hired labourers.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop induce the belief that it will be abundant on sugar

estates, where the fields of cane have been much extended. In the state of cultivation, no

comparative difference is perceptible, though in the coffee fields little time has been engaged

in securing the last crop, which was very deficient; and on the sugar estates there exists

a great demand for that auxiliary, the jobbing gang. .

13. I beg leave to conclude this report, embracing all the topics referred to in your circular

of the 23d September last, No. 63, without submitting any suggestion or recommendation.
Ihave, &c.

(signed) RR. Sydney Lambert, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 25, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Laidlaw, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling,Esq.

Sir, Crescent Park, St. Ann’s, 9 January 1837.
In submitting, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the following report

on the general state of this district, 1 am spared the necessity of entering into any lengthened
detail, in consequence of the little alteration that has taken place since the period of my
last quarterly report.
The apprentices continue to conduct themselves in a very creditable manner; and the

good feeling to which I alluded in my last report as prevailing between master and ap-
prentice, I am happy to state, appears to be daily increasing. Both parties seem more
reconciled to the working of the new system than they were at an earlier period of the
apprenticeship, and to be better acquainted with the duties and obligations which they
respectively owe each other. The usual allowances were generally given to the people at
Christmas; while they, on the other hand, conducted themselves during the holidays with great
propriety, and returned to labour, at their expiration, with the greatest order and regularity.
The nine hours system of daily labour has been almost universally acted upon in this

district for a considerable time past; and as I have observed that the apprentices uniformly
"prefer working in this manner, it has been an object of my greatest solicitude to impress on

the owners and managers the propriety of conceding this point ; and I have now the satis-
faction of stating that I am not aware of a single instance in which the half of Friday, or
some other day in lieu of it, is not allowed to the people.
The various sorts of labour required on pens renders it difficult to resort to task-work,

and it is not therefore generally practised in this district. There is also very littie necessity
for extra labour, the time allowed by law being in general amply sufficient for the species of
cultivation required in this district; but when it has been wanted, there has been no difficult:
in procuring it; and I am informed that, upon these occasions, the apprentices work wit
great alacrity for money-wages, which generally vary from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 6d. currency per day.
The free children are supported by their parents from the produce of their provision

grounds, there not being a single instance of an apprenticed free child in this district.
The religious instruction provided by the Established Church in this parish is extremely

deficient, the principal instruction being afforded by the Methodist and Baptist ministers;
and the people are most anxious to avail themselves of every opportunity of attending divine
worship. I regret extremely to state that as yet no measures whatever have been adopted
on the all-important subject of education, and the free children are, in consequence, growing
up in idleness and ignorance. . .

here appears to be an increasing desire on the part of the apprentices, particularly of
females, to purchase the remaining term of their apprenticeship, and since the period of my
last report, 13 discharges have been effected. So far as I have an opportunity of obtaining
information, the tradesmen when liberated generally pursue their respective trades, and the
field people purchase lots of ground, which they cultivate for their own support; but in
several instances the amount of the valuation is advanced by third parties, to whom the
apprentices bind themselves anew after they have received theirdischarge.

In conclusion, it is extremely gratifying to state that each year’s experience holds out the

Prospect of a more successful working of the great ex eriment that is now going forward,

and leaves little doubt that, by the end of the apprenticeship, the bulk of the negro popu-
lation will be gradually prepared for the enjoyment of that boon, which has been secured to

them at so great a cost on the part of the British nation.
T have, &e.

(signed) Henry Laidlaw, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 26, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from J. W. Grant, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H.Darling, Esq.

Sir, Mandeville District, Manchester, January 1837,
Stncz I last had the honour ofmakinga similar report to this on the state of my district,

I regret that the conduct of the apprentices in some instances has been such as now to
preclude me from speaking of them in terms of commendation.

Behaviour similar to that of the Oldbury apprentices, however, was not general; and,
with the exception of that property, has on the others decreased altogether, Oldbury has,
it is well known, always been an exception to the orderly state of the other properties in this
district.

There is in general a good feeling between the apprentices and their employers, with the
above exception; but there (and I am at a loss to what cause to attribute the fact) neither
the employer nor the apprentices have the least feeling of confidence in each other.
The apprentices generally have of late performed their work with willingness; this

I have been gratified to hear, in answer to all the inquiries I have made on the subject.
The eight hours system is the one adopted here ; and, from no feeling of dissatisfaction

being expressed by the apprentices, and from their (to my own knowledge) preferring it in
many instances, 1 think the intervals of relaxation which can beallowed from their work
during the day on this system, they find to be more convenient than that which would only
be their due had they to work on the other.

Task-work is resorted to on many of the properties in my district; and I have always
found that the apprentices work better and more willingly when they are aware what is to
be expected, and, of course, can be fairly exacted from them. .

If the apprentices cannot make more in any other way, #. e. by working in their grounds,
&c., they are always ready to work in their own time for hire, which they usually receive at
the rate, I believe, of 2s. 6d. currency per day.

I am not aware that the indulgences they were accustomed to receive in the time of
slavery are withheld from them on any of the properties in my district, with the exception
of Marlborough, a property for which the Honourable Mr. Salmon is attorney, and where
the apprentices have always behaved exceedingly well.
The free children are supported by their parents, and, if within a few miles of any school,

are sent to it; but this part of the country affords very few facilities for the education of
the mass, and it is a matter of recret that schools are so few, and so little encouragement
given to have them. With regard toreligious instruction, I believe there is every facility,
and that the accommodation is quite equal to the attendance.

There have only been four valuations during the last three months. Many of the sensible
apprentices now tell me that, although they are quite able to purchase the release from the
remaining term of the apprenticeship, yet they prefer keeping their money, and continue
adding to it until they are free, when, they seem to think, they can then lay it out more
advantageously in beginning to work for themselves,
The prospects of the ensuing crop are good, and (in consequence of the favourable seasons)

the cultivation forward.
I have, &e.

(signed) J. W. Grant, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 27, in No. 567.

Copy ofa LETTER from Henry Waddington, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Port Antonio, Portland, 81 Dec. 1836.
In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, conveyed in Mr. Secretary Darling’s cir

cular, No, 63, and date 23d September, I reply to the series of questions therein contained.
1, The general eonduct of the apprentices has been orderly and peaceable; complaints

occasionally occur of neglect of work, and also of going to theirwork late in the morning}
I lament to say, that many still continue to pilfer fruit, canes, corn and sugar.

2. There is no want of good feeling between the employers and the apprentices. No
complaint can be made on the part of the apprentices with respect to the treatment they
receive.

8. As answered in No. 1, they are in the habit of losing time, but I do not think that
they are unwilling to work.
ney On most properties nine hours; intervals of relaxation according to the length of
the day. ,

5. Not generally. Iam firmly of opinion, that were task-work imposed by law, it would
essentially benefit all classes.

6. On some properties they will work, but not on all. Wages have been offered on most
properties ; price 3s. 4d. and 4s. 2d. a day.

7. No indulgence has been withheld,
8. The condition of the free children is deplorable; it is supposed that they are supported

by their mothers; they are great nuisances, destroying trees, stealing fruit, &c.
9. There are several daily and Sunday schools; ‘a few free children attend, but scarcely

any apprentices. The church is too small; another is to be erected, and a chapel is nearly
completed; there is also a Wesleyan chapel well attended. Th

10. There
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10. There does not appear any great desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase

their discharge, though many have the means of so doing.
11. Very few apprentices have purchased their discharge in this district. One, a car-

penter, gains from 68. 8d. to 13s. 4d. a day; a labourer earns 6s. 8d.; a woman lives with
a maroon; and a boy of 15 years lives with his mother, but does nothing.

12, The prospects of the ensuing crop are remarkably good; the season has been and
continues to be very fine, and the appearance of cultivation beautiful.

In conclusion, I beg to observe that the Christmas holidays have passed in the most quiet
and orderly way. It has been remarked to me, that no Christmas ever passed so quietly.
The same may apply to the different estates equally with Port Antonio.

I do not find much difference in the number of complaints in is and the former quarter.
have, &c.

(signed) § Henry Waddington, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 28, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from E. E. Fishbourne, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Dover House, St. George’s, 31 Dec. 1836.
Ix obedience to the directions contained in your circular letter, No. 68, dated 23d Sept.

1836, I have the honour to forward the following report upon the state of my district.
Since the transmission of my last general quarterly report, the conduct of the apprentices

has been satisfactory. They have been diligent in performing their duty to their masters,
and sober, orderly and peaceable during their own time. The liberal allowances which were
distributed at Christmas, the absence of all rioting or quarrelling, and the harmony which
prevailed, lead me to believe that the best understanding exists between employers and
apprentices. The various places of worship were crowded on Christmas-day; and Monday
and Tuesday having been spent in the usual festivities, the people returned to their work on
Wednesday cheerfully, and in good time.

Although some instances of bad and insufficient work have occurred within the last three
months, still the apprentices, as a body, labour willingly, and perform a fair and reasonable
quantity of work, especially where they are met in a spirit of liberality by their managers.
n some estates, this is very observable ; for, where this encouraging disposition is manifested,

very few complaints are brought before me. .
During the quarter just expired, no alteration has been made in theeystems of working;

neither has any change taken place which would render it necessary for me to offer any
further remarks respecting apprentices working for money-wages in their own time.
On some estates, part of the indulgences and allowances which the people received when

they were slaves are not now supplied at the proprietor’s expense. Herrings are not issued
on allestates, The child-mothers and pregnant women are not allowed their former indul-
ences on any; and on some few estates children who were under six years of age on 1st
uguat 1834, are not now supplied with medicines and medical attendance as heretofore.

This has been mentioned to me by medical gentlemen in my district as @ very eerious
deprivation.

he condition of the free children is very unfortunate; they are growing up in a state of
complete idleness; and being in most instances some miles from either of the two schools
in my district, they are unable, even were they willing, to avail themselves of the advantages
of instruction ; therefore, whilst their parents are employed at their daily labour, these chil-
dren are either left to loiter about the negro-houses, or else are partially restrained and kept

eer by some old persons, too feeble or too unwell to do even the lightest description
of work,

There is a day-school at Annotto Bay open to free and apprentices; the master, who is
paid by the vestry, is constantly ill; the children residing at Annotto Bay attend very irre-
gularly, and those belon ing to the neighbouring estates, two excepted, are too far off to
060. There is also a Sunday-school taught onlyby themaster of the day-school, and the

number of pupils is exceedingly limited. The Messrs. Mitchell, of London, caused a
school-house to be erected at their expense upon Fort Stewart estate, and allow a liberal
salary fora master; but I am informed that no instruction has been given there for some
time. In the parish church at Buff Bay the attendance of apprentices is much greater
than the accommodation. In the episcopal chapel at Annotto Bay there is sufficient room
for all who assemble there. The Baptists chapel also at Annotto Bay is large, and is
numerously attended.
The desire to be totally free is naturally very general, but the intelligent and respectable

apprentices, who are in many instances well able to purchase their discharges, think it better
to reserve their money until the time arrives when the will be at libertytoemploy them-
selves wholly for their own benefit. Four persons have purchased their discharges this
quarter: Jackson Edwards has hired himself to a clergyman as his servant; Richard Pant-

Ing resides with his father ; James Duncan, a cooper, informs me that he purposes to hire
himself to the attorney of Gray’s Inn estate, at the same rate as he was valued ; and Marina

homas continues to live with the person with whom she cohabited before she was valued.
The seasons for the last four months have keen very favourable for making sugar, as. weil

as for promoting the growth of the young canes intended for next year’s crop. There will be
a falling off in the quantity of sugar on most of the estates in my district this year jut
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from the large quantity of plants put in, and the care that has been bestowed in cultivatin
and cleaning the fields, there is every probability that the ensuing crop will give above an
average return if the seasons continue favourable.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice,
 

Enclosure 29, in No. 567.

Cory ofa LETTER from Richard St. John, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling,Esq.

Sir, Mount Holstein, St. George’s, 31 Dec. 1836,
In compliance with the inscructions contained in circular letter, No. 63, dated 23d Sept,

ult. respecting the general heads upon which it is desirable I should afford information in
my general quarterly report upon the state of my district, I have the honour to state ag
follows :—

1. The general conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report has been
favourable in regard to their attention to their masters’ work ; but I am at the same time so
to say they will not work their grounds; in consequence, robbery is carried on to avery
great extent. . . .

2. I am not aware of the existence of any bad feeling between them and their employers,
no complaints having been brought forward by the apprentices against their masters last
uarter. -
1 3. Making allowances for the natural disinclination for a man to work for another,
without remuneration proportionate to the extra exertions, the people work as willingly as
can be expected, they Knowing that they can be compelled to do fair work.

4. The apprentices work in my district upon the nine hours system; they get an hour and
a half in the day ; they commence at six and are drawn off about half-past four every day,
and are allowed every alternate Friday; the hours must vary with the seasons.

5. Task-work is not resorted to; the question has never been asked by either party.
6. Working for wages is at present very uncommon in my district 3 1s. 8d. and 2s. 6d. areoffered, but they are too lazy.
7. Indulgences on many properties are withheld, and on others increased.
8. The free children are totally unemployed; they are supported by their families, who

will not let them do any kind of work.
9. There is but one school in my district; it is supported by the Church Missionary

Society; the attendance, I understand, is very bad ; education is very little resorted to.
10. There are many quite able to purchase their discharge, but ¢ ey do not like to partwith their money; no discharge has been effected since my last report,
11. Tam quite unable to state to what employment those who have been dischargedbetake themselves. Very few have been discharged in my district, and they have always

left it.
12. The season has been rather favourable, and a avourable crop is expected, but it isimpossible to state what quantity. will be made, as a great quantity of coffee is still on thetrees; the cultivation is in good order, and a finecrop is expected next year.
13. I think that if a party of police were stationed in my district, it would be the meansof stopping the extensive robberies now going on. Many applications have been made tome by the proprietors to apply for a party, particularly as it would put a stop to stolen

produce being carried to town.
I have, &e.

(signed) Richard St. John, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 30, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from George Gordon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Crawle River, Clarendon, 8 Jan. 1837.

I wave the honour to transmit, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, myusual quarterly report on the state of this district.
The orderly conduct of the apprentices and the good feeling between them and their

employers continue uninterrupted. The period of Christmas is generally chosen for anymanifestation of feeling, and during no olidays in the memory of the oldest inhabitant
has there been a greater propriety of behaviour among the peasaniry.
The crop or harvest season is now commencing, and the arrangement of labour of thoseemployed in the factory is necessarily changed. Different spells are appointed, and extra

work is paid for at the rate of ten-pence for every eight hours. There has been a publicmeeting of managers to arrange an uniform scale of labour and of wages, and thereseems every desire to act on that principle as soon as the terms proposed shall meet hisExcellency’s approbation.
nage has been,I am sorry to say, no improvement in the moral condition of the free

children.
In addition to the former places of education and religious instruction, there is tobebuilt a church at Chapelton by one of the missionary societies, from whose labour muchis

expected.
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expected. Only one person has purchased his discharge since the last report. The season
ig very favourable for the manufacture of sugar.
There appears to be a want of emulation among the apprentices; and I would beg leave

to suggest that prizes should be awarded to those who are the most exemplary in their con-
duct; if small medals were given to the most deserving, it would convince them of the
interest taken in their welfare by theGovernment, and it would induce a desire to maintain
a reputation which they had once obtained; this would pass to their children. The pupils
also of the parochial and missionary schools, and those taught privately, might be assembled
on certain days and publicly examined by the clergyman, and medals given to the most
proficient ; this would add one motive for the apprentices to have their children instructed.

ave, &c.
(signed) George Gordon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 31, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Samuel Lloyd, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Chapelton, Clarendon, 4 January 1837.
I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,

with the following statement of this district.
The apprentices appear to be much improved since my last report, and, with few exceptions,

a fair portion of work is performed, but not willingly. The proprietors and managers treat
them kindly, and are anxious to encourage industry by giving them extra allowances, and
high wages for labour in their own time, which, I am sorry to say, they are unwilling to
rofit by, and demand extraordinary indulgences for any portion of their own time; this

Y conceive in a great measure owing to the great advance in the wages which the proprietors
of jobbing gangs are now demanding, which is well known to the apprentices generally,
who value their labour accordingly.

I beg leave to assure his Excellency, I have reason to attribute the unwillingness of many
of the apprentices to hire themselves during their own time to the very bad example shown them
by the white emigrants, who, in this parish, are a drunken, indolent and insubordinate class.
The former indulgences are in general given throughout this district more as an encourage-

ment to good behaviour than as a component part of legal dues, and are often withheld
when idleness or other insubordination is shown.
The Christmas holidays have just passed over, and it has been acknowledged by every

respectable inhabitant, they never witnessed a more orderly demeanor; the old customary
African gambols of John-canoe, &c. &c., are replaced by festivities more European and
civilized, and every day gives me some instance of the general improvement even in their
mode of address; many make use of shrewd terms, quite unknown to them two years ago.
The apprentices are anxious to purchase the unexpired term of their apprenticeship, but

few are able to do so, unless aided by persons anxious to procure their labour afterwards.
The only school in this district is the parochial one at Chapelton, under the superin-

tendence of the rector of the parish, and which is well attended. There is an extensive
building fitting up, capable of containing 1,000 children, at a place called Arthur's Seat, for
which the bishop has, from the general education funds, contributed with the parish.

I am sorry I cannot give his Excellency a general satisfactory description of the manner
the free children are brought up. .

In conclusion, I am happy to assure his Excellency the sugar crop looks well, and will
be what is thought an average one. The recent ravages occasioned by measles having
caused field labour to bea little behindhand, the manufacture of crop is delayed.

I have, &c.
(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 32, in No. 567.

Answers to Circular.

Port Royal Mountains, and upper part of St. David’s,
31 December 1836. ;

1. GENERALLY good ; there is a good deal of pilfering going on, and a neglect of their
Provision grounds,
2. There has been, but those feelings are gradually softening down; and I feel very

certain, ere August 1840 arrives, there will be a perfect understanding established.
3. I do not think they work cheerfully, or with spirit ; they are naturally an indolent race

of people, and require sharp looking after. .
4. On the greater part of the estates in this district, they work five days of nine hours

‘one week, and four days the next; some few work regularly four and a half days; only one
estate, “ Clifton Mount,” continue to work on the eight hours system, the negroes preferring
at to workin regularly four and a half days; they are in the field 10 hours, being allowed
an hour to their two meals.

5. Task-work has only been occasionally resorted to, from the irregular and rugged state

of the fields having so many gullies as in many situations to render it altogether im-
practicable.
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6. I have never known them to refuse, but they will not work under 2s. 1d. per day
which is considered too high, having their grounds, clothing and medical attendance. «They
are always paid in silver.” .

7. Fich and salt are withheld, but not their Christmas allowance. Medical attendance to
the free children is withheld, but they are never denied medicine.

8. They are running about wild in the day, the parents being at work in the field, and
who are very unwilling they should be apprenticed out, or do any work for the estate.

9. None as yet, that I have heard of. Some few families are instructing the children to
read, and are establishing Sunday schools, so that a number of the grown-up apprentices
can now read. There is only one small chapel in this district.

10. Most certainly a desire prevails amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge,
but few have the means. None have applied this last quarter.

11. In every case that has come to my knowledge, those who have purchased their dis-
charge have gone as grooms or domestics.

12. The present crop will certainly double that of last year, and on some properties will
treble it, but will not turn out so well as was expected when I made my last report.

13. None.
(signed) HI. Kent, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 83, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from John Daughirey, Esq., Special Justice.

St. Elizabeth’s, 10 January 1837.
Tne general features of my district are so much the same as they were three months

ago, that the statements of my last report would not be inapplicable if introduced in this.
With partial exceptions, the conduct of the apprentices hes continued to be favourable.

They are gradually performing their labour with more apparent willingness and good humour.
Though the feeling between them and their masters is not universally cordial, there is

scarcely any instance in which a decidedly bad feeling exists, and on some few properties
the harmony and mutual confidence are extremely gratifying. It is much easier to discern
the causes of the confidence than of its opposite.

Task-work has not been resorted to here to any great extent; I am not aware, however,
of any prevailing objection to it in the minds either of masters or people, but like every
deviation from the beaten track, its fancied difficulties have been allowed to prevent any
considerable attempt to introduce it. The steps at present in progress, under the auspices
of his Excellency the Governor, will, I trust, issue in an extensive application’ of this most
desirable mode of carrying on the labour of the island.
The disposition to work for money-wages is increasing, Some plantations which had been

suffered to run almost into a wilderness before the commencement of theapprenticeship,
by the diversion of the strength to other objects, as, for instance, the cultivation of ginger,
have been nearly restored during the last few months, solely by labour obtained from appren-
tices in their own time. It has become now, I think, a matter of general observation that
they do more on a free labour day than on a compulsory day, and yet on occasions of this
sort they are often far less strictly superintended. They appear actually ashamed to skulk
on a hired day. The rate of wages depends upon the nature of the work, and varies in
this neighbourhood from 2s. 1d. to 3s. 4d. currency. The smaller sum is the rate for all
ordinary purposes. The payment is in money, daily.

ur arrangement of time is upon the nine hours plan, giving from nine to ten for break-
fast, and drawing off at four or half-past four, according to the hour at which work com-
menced. In the short days the sun does not rise till half-past six. In some instances every
half Friday is given, and in others every alternate Friday.

There are not more than two or three properties in this district that afford to the people
all the usual indulgences, with the exception, perhaps, of a distribution of fresh beef at
Christmas, which Ibelieve is still pretty general. The discontinuance of “ salt,” as the negroes
concisely term the herrings, &c., formerly dealt out to them, is felt to be a severe privation.
I know nothing that at first cqntributed more to their discontent, and, undoubtedly, the best
tone of feeling must still be sought on those few estates where, from the wealth or the
liberality of the proprietor, this valuable indulgence has never been withheld. To many of
the worn-out and “ thrown-up ” class, the loss of this boon is especially felt, for salt in
some form or other seems to be almost a necessary of life (and nowhere does it seem half
so grateful as in a tropical climate). These poor creatures, many of them Africans, and
much diseased,.cannot, as others can, supply extra wants by the sale of provisions, and
some have not “ family,” as their phrase is, to extend to them evena little precarious
bounty. It would be scarcely right, however, to make these remarks without also stating,
that their circumstances appear to have some natural mitigations. Disease here, I observe,
1s notalways personally distressing in proportion to the external appearance it presents, and
the climate shields them greatly from the severe pressure of outward discomforts; still they
are not always in the condition in which one could wish to see them. .
With regard to the free children, I discover nothing within the range of my observation

that would lead me to think that any considerable number of them were suffering from
neglect. If they have lost the care of the estate, which they have not every where done,
the father, often by marriage or other means, has acquired new views of the parental obliga-

tion, and for the first time, with his wife and his children around him, hasa feeling of home, ;
a
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Had they been indifferent about their children, they would have been apt to apprentice them,
to be relieved ofa burthen. I see very few that do not look healthy and well fed ; of course
it must be expected that the children of the most base and worthless parents will suffer in

any Ways. . _.
" Elueation and religious instruction are still inadequately provided for here; some of the
places of worship are frequented by more than can possibly gain admission to them, and
there are several intervals of inhabited country, of the extent of eight or ten miles, without
a school ora chapel. The negroes think much of having a place of worship and a school
near them, and a minister they can call their own—a clear proof of advancing civilization ;

formerly they preferred rambling to a distance, Some gratifying instances have lately

occurred of their devoting considerable portions of gratuitous labour towards the erection of
chapels, the improvement of roads leading to them, or of the grounds around them. This—
Iconceive to be the strongest proof of the influence of christian instruction; for the last
thing an emancipated slave appears able to do is a deed of disinterestedness.
The desire to purchase their discharge has received a check from the high valuations that

were known to be taking place in the adjoining districts ; only seven discharges have taken
place here during the last quarter. Some of those released have settled upon land of their
own, which they are industriously cultivating; of one or two so good an account cannot be
iven;but the greater number, whether domestics, field people or tradesmen, have entered

ito new engagements, many of them under indenture, and are pursuing their former
occupations. oe,

Three of the sugar estates in this district have the prospect of making excellent crops;
the weather at this moment is highly in their favour. On the other estate, the excessively
wet weather that prevailed here from July to December seems to have had the effect of
checking the growth of the cane, and the promise is consequently not so good.
To refer again to the subject of education: it cannot be sufficiently lamented that the

machinery for this purpose was not more prepared before the commencement of the appren-
ticeship, and that it should be seen, even now, to be brought into action so very slowly.
Whatever care negro parents may take of the animal part of their young offspring, others
must obviously care for the mental, or it will be entirely neglected. From present ap-
pearances, it is much to be feared that the benevolent resolution of the British legislature
im providing for general instruction will be very partially realized during the apprenticeship,
and the probable employment of the children afterwards in hired labour will present
obstacles of another kind. This is the golden opportunity; and I must still think, that, had
the attendance of the free children at schools been made in some way or other compulsory,
and hadatraining in light manual labour formed part of their education, the benefits would
have been greatly increased, both to themselves and the community.

If we are to have an efficient order of teachers, they must be supplied from the parent
country ; it is in vain to look for them in any considerable number among natives. A teacher
should be sent out with every missionary ; he would be quite as useful as the minister, and
(as a consistent white person) scarcely less respected by the negroes.
Middle-aged females, coming out under the protection of a missionary family, would make

most available teachers, especially of the girls and younger boys, and of course at a much less
charge upon funds than men; they would also have the advantage ofbearing the climate better.

(signed) John Daughtrey, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 34, in No. 567.

Copy ofa LETTER from Edmund B. Lyon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Palmetto River, Blue Mountain District,
Sir, St. Thomas in the East, 31 December 1836.

Iy taking a review of the interval that has elapsed since my last quarterly report, I am
happy to have the opportunity of asserting that nothing has occurred to indicate any altera-
tion in the general good conduct and industrious disposition of the apprentices of this
district—a grateful fact, which furnishes me with no opportunity of original remark; I there-
fore comprise every thing that can be said on the treatment and conduct of apprentice,
(master and apprentice,) when I observe that each party are performing their relative duties
as well as can be reasonably expected from men in their peculiarly anomalous situation. —
The sugar crop has commenced with the season remarkably propitious for its operations,

but the late and still continuing dryness of the atmosphere, so very unusual in this locality,
itis feared will seriously affect the growth of canes intended for the crop of the ensuing
yar in fact, I believe a check to vegetation, too severe for remedy, has already taken
place.

_ The most convincing testimony I can adduce that serious crimes are not on the mcrease
In this extensive and populous precinct, is in the fact that at the time I now write, there
is but one apprentice committed for trial at the quarter sessions to be held on the 3d of
anuary ensuing.
Much of ‘my attention having been directed to the conduct of those individuals whohave

Teleased themselves by purchase from the trammels of uncompensated servitude, and being
forcibly impressed with the importance of their example in the effectlikely to be produced

in the feelings of the peasantry, and in the determining and regulating eir ideas of the
advantages of freedom, it is with more than ordinary interest Thavewitnessed the steady

and persevering industry of the majority of those manumitted in this district by their own

521, accumulated

JAMAICA.

Enclosure 94,
in No. 567.



JAMAICA.

Enciosure 35,
in No, 567.

264 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

accumulated savings. Several are pursuing their former agricultural labour, and someof
that class have, since their enfranchisement, been preferred to the charge or superintendence
of small plantations; while another class, and by far the more numerous, are receiving the
highest rate of wages as mechanics and domestic servants; and nearly all of those who are
not engaged in household labour are in thepossession of a horse, or some stock of a similar
description, and evince a strong desire to be distinguished, by the quality of their dress and
their deportment, from the ordinary unthrifty apprentice, who has no desires beyond those of
simple nature. The provident negroes of both classes, bond and released, aremaking the
greatest exertions to become proprietors of land; in fact, the first object of solicitude and
care, the moment an apprentice has effected the purchaseof his term, is to buy land and
build a house. In this parish, whenever good land is to be disposed of in smallallotments,
there are always numerous negro purchasers, who give from 51. to 102. per acre. In the
easternmost part, upwards of 150 acres, and in thisdistrict, within my own knowledge,
about 80 acres, have been so disposed of ; and with a very praiseworthy prudence, many of
the purchasers have had the conveyances made in favour of their children, thus ensuring
® provision for their families in case of death happening to themselves before the expiration
of the apprenticeship. These evidences of reflection are strong proofs of advancing civiliza-
tion, and must remove all apprehension of the unrestricted negro sinking into listless
apathy, content to live upon the spontaneous productions of the soil. The principle of
acquisitiveness that first induced a careful thriftiness, and taught him to appropriate his
earnings in the most profitable manner, must have been based on and supported by habits of
persevering industry formed while a slave: will it then be reasonable to suppose, when
all limitsto the operation of his industry shall be removed, that the habit will be obliterated,
and that the once thrifty bond-servant will become the brutish freeman, regardless of the
decencies of life, and incapable of appreciating the circumscribed comforts that were secured
to him in slavery ?

But though 1 have the greatest confidence in thegeneral industry and improved condition
of the peasantry after August 1840, I do not think, from the present disproportioned number
of the population, as compared with the quantity of land in cultivation, and its productive-
ness, that it will be possible to continue the manufacture of sugar to the same exten. as at
present: the feelings and dispositions of the unapprenticed labourers, being taken as indi-
cative of the disposition of the peasantry at that period, is, I think, conclusive testimony on
that point. The great number of negroes who will then be proprietors of small freeholds
will render, probably, the major portion of those at present labouring on sugar estates in-
dependent of daily hire; while the remainder who will be so dependent, will be exposed to
the temptations of the coffee planter and small settler, on whose lands the labour of culti-
vation will be less onerous, and not exposed at any season to the continuous exertion
requisite about the boiling and distilling houses in the manufacture of sugar. In my opinion,
the only probability the sugar planter has of continuing cultivation to any extent after the
termination of the apprenticeship consists in his seizing the golden opportunity afforded
him in the remaining term of compulsory labour, of creating in his labourers a strong local
attachment to their present homes and land, and by identifying their interest with his own
success,

I have hitherto indulged in hopes that the zeal of the ministers of the church, and the
missionaries of the various societies in the island, who have been so liberally assisted by
grants from the British Government, and donations from generous societies and individuals
at home, would, long ere this, the third year of freedom, have done something in the rural
districts of thisparish for the attainment of an object of such paramount importance in the
development of the intellect of the new-born freeman, and the establishment of a healthful
state of society hereafter, by affording him the elements of moral and religious knowledge,
by the erection of chapels and school-houses in the neighbourhood of the lands on which
he is daily occupied; but hitherto, with one or two trifling exceptions, their ministrations
and exertions have been confined to the towns. This district, comprising a population of
about 5,000, has neither chapel or school-house, and the visitations of the catechist, which,
during slavery, were regular and frequent, and productive of much advantage to theyouthful
negroes, have been discontinued. The apprentices are thus left to the ministration of
preachers of their own class, and can only by God’s especial providence be kept from im-
bibing erroneous maxims, and from retrograding instead of improving in mental acquire~
ments.

Ihave, &c. oe
(signed) EdmundB. Lyon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 35, in No. 567.

Exrracr from Mr. Special Justice Walsh’s Quarterly REPORT, dated Windsor,
Salt Gut, P.O., 1 January 1837.

I HAVE the honour, in obedience to your demand, to transmit to your Excellency, for
the satisfaction of the British Parliament, my general quarterly report on the state of my

istrict.
With reference to the expected happy result at the expiration of the apprenticeship term,

the final success of that grand object must depend on firmness and equal justice, and not to
confiscate the rights of the labourers by too much conciliation, to gain popularity, or anyother object ; on this one point, and that only, does the whole measure depend. Lhave’

: . nave
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I have no hesitation in stating that Iam fearful that the Abolition Act is not fairly put

in force, not that I mean to impugn the magistracy, but my candid opinion is, that we are

unable to do go, from want of support in the courts of law.

I thank your Excellency for the support I have received at your hands, as also that of

His Majesty’s officers in the law; and, to fully enforce my language on the English reader,

{ am fearful that the magistrates are afraid of actions and a jury-box of planters.

I acquaint your Excellency, with deep sorrow, that little or nothing has heen done to

educate the apprenticed labourers and their free offspring; all the persons in charge of

properties are making as much money as they can, and leaving the future rising blossoms

to hazard.
The missionaries have proved themselves most faithful to the colony, and their exertions

mostpraiseworthy 3 they have suffered dreadfully from the climate, and the loss amongst

them of late is frightful. The young clergymen of the established church seem pious, and

do all in their power, both in letter and word, to convert the existing state of society amongst

some of the gentry, who, I regret to say, in many instances live in a state of concubinage,

and the attornies set their face against married overseers; the only cure for this vice is at

home, and must come out here in this way: the absentees in England must discharge all

immoral men, both as attornies and overseers ; then they would be doing good, and civiliza-

tion would rapidly increase ; property would be enhanced, and the labourers would be happy

under such domestic guardians.
If I were an absentee proprietor, I would arrange with my merchant, and rent the pro-

perties to a respectable married overseer, and let the produce be shipped through the

merchant; by educating this plan, the merchant would gain in the end, and the proprietor

could live, and the immoral and tyrannical attornies would be expelled the society of the

very men that they now keep low.
tearnestly call your Excellency’s attention to the approaching period of freedom for the

non-predials, and impress on you, with all possible force and firmness, as I am decidedly

of opinion that much discontent and confusion will ensue in August next year on this

question ; all discerning men expect it. The proprietors and attornies are themselves to

blame for opposing the Marquis of Sligo’s proposition in having the non-predials classed

long since.
Tbeg to point out the second section of the first Act in aid of the Abolition Act, and to

state that many labourers now in the field were domestic servants for twelve months previous

to the 28th of August 1883, and after; their employers think that they must serve out the

apprenticeship till 1840; such cases, as well as various circumstances, will cause very great

confusion, and, I fear, disorder.
The proprietors have no right to complain; things are working right well for them.

 

Enclosure 36, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from G. Ouseley Higgins, Esq., Special Justice, to
C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Spanish Town, 7 January 1837.

I wave the honour to forward the usual quarterly report on the state of the district under
my charge.
{have much pleasure in being able to state that in the part of this parish where my

duties are performed, the behaviour of the negroes and the state of labour are most satis-

factory. On the great majority of estates in it, since my last report, I have had but few

complaints, and, amongst those, none of a serious nature. The general disposition of the

apprentices is good; they not only give the time the law requires, but during that time they
give a fair portion of work, and give it with a degree o cheerfulness. They are more
reconciled to the system than they were, and are daily becoming more and more sensible
of the great boon that awaits them, as also of the necessity which exists for their conducting

themselves faithfully and honestly towards their masters during the remaining term of their
apprenticeship.
1am of opinion that there cannot now be a doubt in the minds of even the most deter-

mined opposers of the apprenticeship system, that it does work. and will work well to the

end of the six years; whether after that period the labourers will work on the several estates
mainly depends, I think, on the planters themselves, and on the mode in which they may
conduct themselves to their apprentices during the term of probation. In that respect,
Tam happy in being able to state that a great change for the better has taken place during
the last few months. Anger and coercion have had their day. But a feeling of self-interest
ts now beginning to introduce milder and more conciliatory measures; and the proprietors
and managers generally are showing a more ready disposition to meet the new system in
a liberal and honourable manner.
The holidays at Christmas have passed over in a most orderly manner; and I have heard

of no instance of riot or outrage occurring. Labour was cheerfully resumed on the 28th
stant. ~

I have, &c.

(signed) G. Ouseley Higgins, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 37, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from William Ramsay, Esq., Special Justice.
Sir, Spanish Town, 20 January 1837,In conformity with the instructions contamed in the circular of the 238d ptember(No. 63), I have now the honour to forward to your Excellency my report of the state of my -district for the quarter ending the 31st of December.

The general conduct of the apprentices in my district has been that of personsfeelingthey have protection under the law in favour of certain rights conceded to them; their aima to be the preservation and use of those rights, whilstthey are not unmindful of the0 ki tions which they owe to their masters, and which the law has power to compel themto observe. Their conduct, therefore, as far as they understand the reciprocal obligations ofmaster and servant, is not marked b any serious opposition to the law, except in thesingleoccurrence at Crosses Pen estate. It is, however, perceptible that in most if not all casethey give little, if any, more than the law enforces, under an impression that their time ig
improperly encroached upon by those entitled to their services; the fact of which, in mostcases, they have no means of ascertaining, except from the conclusions they draw from theappearance of the day.

e want of good feeling between the employer and servant, I fear, must, to a greatdegree, unavoidably exist; if any exception holds, it is when the people are under theimmediate control of their former owners. Whilst they have the misfortune to be under thecharge of representatives of absentees, there can scarcely be other than a want of goodfeeling, as they cannot reside on all the properties under their care; and the former systemof frequent changes still prevailing, has the effect of producingafeeling of uncertainty onall sides. The overseer dreads the loss of his situation if the crop be deficient, and a desireto extract the most labour, at the least expense to the property, actuates him in the manage-ment of the plantation; he is thus rendered in a great degree regardless of the futurewelfare of theproperty, which in a few months may no longer be under his charge ; he doesnot therefore conciliate the apprentice by allowing him those trifling comforts and indul-gences which would be the means of inducing him permanently to fix himself on theproperty to which he is attached.
I have, &e.

(signed) William Ramsay, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure38, in No. 567.
Copy of a LETTER from W. H. Alley, Esq., Special Justice.

Sir, Mile Gully Pen, 2 January 1837.I nave the honour to inform you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,that this district is perfectly tranquil ; the apprentices have returned to their work cheerfulafter Christmas; they are, with very few exceptions, behaving well, and complaints onbothsides have decreased since my last report.
The confidence so necessary for the mutual advantage of master and a prentice increasesdaily ; the apprentices perform their workwillingly. There has been no Aesire expressed tome to work on the nine hours system; they receive one hour in the middle of the day fordinner; they turn out to their work at seven o’clock in the morning, and are called off atfour o’clock. ‘
I have strongly recommended task-work, and wherever it has been resorted to, the resulthas been favourable to the employer, as well as satisfactory to the apprentice. In manyinstances, the apprentices workfor wages in their own time, but, generally speaking, theyprefer having their days. “I do not know one estate where wages have not been offered.The allowance of galt and herrings is rarely withheld. The free children are supportedby their parents, who are very anxious to have them instructed; but I am sorry toobservethey are not disposed to teach them habits of industry. I have observed children, on theirreturn from school, sit down in total idleness; those who have not been sent to school left

- the whole day to themselves, and refused offers of reward if they would hand-pick coffee, ordo any work they were capable of.
I feel great satisfaction in being able to state that the religious instruction of theappren-tices isperformed with zeal by the clergy in this district;and that their desire to do goodis equalled by the anxiety of the apprentices to receive such important information. I donot entertain a doubt that the instruction of the risin generation, and very particularlyreligious instruction, will be productive of industrioushabits, and a dutiful obedience to theirfuture employers.
It has given me much pleasure to observe the decorum with which the apprentices attendat church. Marriages are very numerous, and I must say their conduct on such occasionsis worthy of praise.
It would be a happy circumstance if one or two schools more were added to the threealready in this district.
There is apreat desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom where they havethe means;I have had three this last month, of which I shall make a report when themoney is paid. I have not observed any instance of apprentices who have purchased.

eir



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 267

their discharge willing to return to field labour; there are some, however, who have had

their discharge purchased for them, perform work for the sum paid.

On many estates the crops are abundant, but generally producing little more than half

the crop of last year. The season has been favourable, but the cleaning of the coffee pieces

ig not so forward as last year.
I beg leave to close this report by stating that the excellent management and the humane

conduct of the proprietors and overseers have been productive of the good feeling and good

duct of the apprentices.

“ "
I have, &c.

(signed) W.H. Alley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 39, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from S. Pryce, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Trelawny, Jamaica, 1 January 1837.

I nave the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that the

holidays have passed by quietly, and that the most profound tranquillity and order continue

to pervade this district.
he apprentices were all at their duty early on Wednesday the 28th ultimo, every where,

and Ifot much satisfaction in being able to report, for the information of his Excellency,

the total absence of all complaints, and to add my humble testimony to that of the whole

of the managers, confirmatory of the extremely correct demeanor of the peasantry all round

this beat (41 properties, and near 8,000 apprentices). That there should be no solitary

instance of any irregularity will doubtless strike his Excellency as very pleasingly ex-

traordinary.
I consider it my duty to report to his Excellency, the kindly good feeling and liberalit

of the gentlemen planters towards their apprentices on the celebration of the latefestival,

two working days having been added to their own time, viz. Monday and Tuesday,

(excepting only two or three properties). The apprentices had also a very liberal allowance

of salt fish, sugar and rum, and on some estates fresh beef also.

The seasons have continued favourable, and increased crops of sugar and rum are con-

fidently expected, with but very few exceptions.

In contrasting the state of things generally at the commencement of the two previous

years, it affords me great satisfaction to report to his Excellency the strikingly improved

state of the district in every respect; and I beg to assure his Excellency of my continued

zeal and best exertions for the good of the service and the country.
I have, &c.

(signed) §S. Pryce, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 40, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from C. Hawkins, Esq., Special Justice.

Sir, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, 3 January 1837.
Ix compliance with his Excellency’s circular of the 23d September (No. 63), directing

special magistrates to send a quarterly report ofthe state of their district, I have the honour

to enclose for his Excellency answers to the thirteen questions; viz.

1. The general conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report is, they have
conducted themselves peaceably, quietly and orderly.

2. There does not exist any want of good feeling in general between the master and

apprentice, and I can confidently report that, with the exception of one property, the mutual

feeling which exists is good, and evidently on the increase.

_8. The apprentices have, with few exceptions, performed their work much better than they

did on my last report; the onl complaint is of their not turning out in time on mornings;

and more particularly the mothers of children seldom or ever turning out before half-past

seven A.M.; and in case of their children (free) being taken into the hot-house, cannot be

made to make up the time so lost to the estate, by the mothers being allowed to attend their

children while sick.
_4. The hours of labour in my district is the nine hours system ever since your Excellency’s

circular of the 16th Setpember last (No. 45), and the apprentices are much more

satisfied and contented than with the eight hours system, more particularly so in my district,

as their mountain grounds are from 15 to 20 miles from their houses; and on most all the

estates the apprentices get every other Friday, which they prefer to the half Fridays; they

receive half an hour for breakfast, having cooks allowed them, and two hours for their dinner

me.
5. Task-work is in general made use of in this district during crop, and all extra hours

which may be agreed on between master and ap rentice are paid for every Saturday morning,

and no complaint has been made to me that they are not regularly paid. I have known

task-work completed by twelve o’clock, and in general the apprentices perform double the

quantity of work by task that they perform when.working in their master's time.

6. The apprentices are most eager to work for hire, and can get employment most of the

year; they sometimes leave their own estates and work on other estates ; this I attribute to
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some estates giving higher wages; the wages which are given here are from 33. 4d. to4s. 6d. a hundred in digging cane-holes, 5s. to 6s. 8d. a barrel for picking pimento, and for
their extra hours in the mill and boiling houses, 1s. 3d. to 1s. 8d. per day.

7. On some estates they do not give the apprentices herrings weekly as usual, but theseare few. On George Marrett’s (attorney) property they have the same indulgences agbefore; on those estates which have withheld those indulgences, the apprentices do not workso freely, and complaints are more frequent; and I strongly suspect, that the Properties losemore than the paltry saving of a few herrings is worth. On all the properties, with the
exception of Retirement, the Christmas allowance has been given as usual; and on most ofthe properties in my district the apprentices had Monday and Tuesday given to them; andall gave Monday as a holiday; and no complaint has yet reached me of any one not turningout to their work as ordered.

8. I am sorry to inform his Excellency that the free children are very much neglectedbytheir mothers, and in numerous cases young children have fallen sacrifices to the conduct oftheir mothers in neglecting to carry them to the hot-houses in time; that from information,there has been more coroner’s inquests on young free children these last three months thanhad taken place in double the same time previous ; no free children are refused to beallowedthe hot-house on their mothers applying to the overseers. The medical gentlemen com-
plain that in no one instance will the parents of free children remunerate them for their pre-
scriptions, and they are not paid by the estates for attendance.

9. Tam sorry to say, that there are but few schools in my district—I know ofbut one, keptby the Rev. T. Knibb, a Baptist preacher ; there wasa branch school at Rio Bueno, but it has
no master at present. G. Marrett, esq., would establish schools for two or three estates
could he procure any persons fit for masters, which would be of great benefit.
The attendance at religious places of worship is excellent, and all churches and chapelshave full congregations on Sundays, and most particularly so during Christmas.
10. Few apprentices have of late applied to purchase the remainder of their apprentice-

ship ;severalhave been valued, but have not paid their valuation.
11. Some of the apprentices who have purchased their freedom, such as tradesmen, have

employed themselves in their occupation, and are doing well; indeed, all can get employment
if they will seek for it.

12, From every appearance, and the very fine rains we have received in this district this
month past, there is a prospect of equal returns of last year’s crop; at the commencement
of crop I expect the estates will fall short of the estimate, but the middle and latter part
of the crop will, I am assured, make up the general estimate ; a much larger field of canes
has been put in for the next year’s (1838) crop than has hitherto been, and the prospect at
present is good.

13. The formation of schools of industry would greatly tend to the benefit of the young
free children in this district; the schools Twould recommend would be those that combine
teaching and industry; at present the children are not brought up to any habits of industry,
but are made the servants of their father and mother, such as bringing wood and water;
I have not seen a single free child employed in the gardens around their houses, nor are they
employed in domestic duties, such as making or mending their own clothes; the negroes
give their clothes to be made out to the poor white people in preference to learning their
ownchildrento work.

I have to mention the negro grounds in my district; the apprentices are not working them
as they ought, and provisions are scarce and dear, and those that can now be got are from the
free settlers in the mountain district, and if they would but workalittle more, they have an
excellent opportunity of making themselves comfortable at present.

(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 41, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Richard Hill, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Spanish Town, 8 January 1837.
I Bra leave to lay before your Excellency my report for the quarter terminating the

past year. .
‘The town apprentices, the only persons placed under my superintendence as a special

justice, can offer but few subjects for report. The inhabitants of an agricultural district,
from their pursuits as husbandmen, their habits as a family people, and their conduct as a
community, offer well-defined marks of progressive improvement. Their advancement
severally, or in their associated character, can be traced and recorded; but in a town, beyond
thefidelity of the emancipated bondman in his particular service, the general observer can.
do little more than state that the young are instructed at the public schools, and that those
grown up ia slavery either retain the vices inherent in the slave, or assimilate their manners
and sentiments to the qualities of the freeman. Liberty, however, has its own corruptions,
and, unfortunately for the example of the negro, West Indian freedom has too much been
associated with licentiousness. .

This town, more than all others of the colony, has been remarkable for a large community
of free persons, extremely poor, and extremely degraded. Without commercial importance,
and situated in a plain where little is gained from the soil, the people have subsisted pre-
cariously. The cockpit and the gambling table, which have their numerous votaries in the

upper -
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upper classes of society, work with a pernicious force on such a community, and the law

finds in these examples one of the sources of public vice. In proportion, however, a3 the

labours of the religious teacher are effectual in detaching the commonalty from these

ursuits, and directing their energies to the urgent calls of public and private duty, and in

proportion as the benefits of freedom extend themselves in agricultural communities by

rendering a life of labour profitable and honourable, the number of dependent poor are

thinned in the town, the smaller settlers are increased in the country, an the influence of

poverty and vice are sensibly diminished. .

Among the number of debatable circumstances incident to the administration of the

Apprenticeship Law, there is a new controversy about to be excited, at the instigation of the

house of assembly. The refusal of the special justice to exercise jurisdiction over non-

registered apprenters has operated as a release from apprenticeship, but without giving to

the subject of it either the security or the importance of the freeman. This isan evil ; and

it is to be regretted, for the sake of that expediency which originated theapprenticeship as

a preparation for freedom, that the merits of the claim have not been settled by something

more determinate than a questionable condition of liberty.

The doctrine, that where a master resists a right of release under any incidents of the

Abolition Law, the controversy can only be settled in the superior courts (for this is

strenuously insisted on), is destined to work very prejudicial effects. The weaker disputant

must have recourse to a difficult if not an expensive remedy ; he views the stronger class

as inimical to every concession that elevates him out of his degradation. The evil would

not be much if the doctrine were confined to non-registered cases, but it is extended to

uestions of release, founded on the 3d clause of the Act, where the party claims exemp-

tion from service in consequence of having gone to England with the consent of the person

who was his possessor at the time of his visit; and it is affirmed that the absence of a record,

in which the classification of the emancipated slave may be ascertained, will leave every one

of those cases exposed to a similar difficulty, if the master should insist on working his

non-predial apprentice over and above the time that the predial term exceeds that of the

non-predial classification. ;

These controversies, by their nature and by the condition of the disputants, set the two

extremes of society at issue, and destroy that state of mutual good feeling and confidence

so essential to the future peace and prosperity of the colony: the question should be

settled by the interposition of the mother country. The uncertainty, perplexity and ruinous

responsibility which my duties, as assistant secretary for the special justice department,

enables me to perceive to be prevalent among the magistrates, would lead me to recommend

the subject to the earliest attention of Government.
JT have, &c.

(signed) Richard Hill, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 42, in No. 567.

REPORT of the State of District, 1 January 1837.

Durine the last quarter the apprentices have been behaving well, and the work going on

regularly ; and a good feeling continues to exist between them and their employers. Com-

plaints have been few in number. The usual hours of labour per day are nine; task-work is

always employed where it can be adopted, at the desire of the apprentice. They have been

working generally for wages in digging cane-holes, the rate of wages being half a dollar

perhundred, They receive the usual indulgences. The free children are supported by their

arents, who have a strong objection to their being employed by the estate, and are therefore

iving in idleness.
The prospects for the present crop are decidedly favourable. Most of the estates have

been about, and the yielding generally was considered good; and the produce manu-

factured better than usual. More produce will be manufactured on many estates than at

last crop; and in the district generally an average return may be expected. The cultivation

generally is in a forward state.
(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 43, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from S. R. Ricketts, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Lindas District, 2 January 1837.

I wave the satisfaction to report the state of this district as quiet and orderly.

The cultivation of the cane is in a very forward state; and, although this circumstance

may, in some measure, be ascribed to the unusually favourable seasons, yet the sedulous

attention of the apprentices to their preedial duties will be demonstrated from the few com-

plaints of loss of work, and the small number of compensatory punishments awarded.

during the last quarter.
In the mountainous part of the parish of St. John the apprentices are chiefly unattached.

predials, and those entitled to their services find a certain source of gain in hiring them to

work on the sugar estates in the neighbouring flats. The evils of this system (as it is here

termed of jobbing) are severely felt by theapprentice, who leaves his cottage for a tem-

porary shed, unless he has friends who may allow him the shelter of their roofs; during his
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absence from home his little stock of animals and poultry are frequently injured, or totall
destroyed, and his grounds, perhaps, trespassed on by stock. These people are generall
employed in the most laborious field-work on the estates they are hired on; and females,
with young children, are not exempted from such duties after their children are twelve or
fourteen months old ; if they do not then choose to leave their offspring to the care of another
person, the infants are exposed to the casualties and hardships attendant on the occupation
of the mother. Those employed in this manner lose their domestic habits, and become the
most troublesome to their masters. In too many instances necessity urges the males to
steal, and the females frequently acquire abandoned habits. Although all are not exposed
to the same hardships, yet there are few of this class of apprentices who do not suffer under
one or more of the evils I have enumerated.
The greater number of free children are in this district without the benefits of instruction;

on one coffee property alone there are 50 in this situation. ?
In the higher mountains the apprentices are less civilized than where a greater facility of

intercourse prevails. I have observed, in such situations, evidences of pagan rites (feasts to
the manes of the dead) being carried on extensively where the people were supposed to be
Christians.
The establishment of a school at Point Hill, for the free children of the apprenticed

labourers, as there is already an able instructor resident there, would conduce more to the
improvement of the rising generation, and consequently to the future welfare of thedistrict,
than any other measure I am aware of.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. R. Ricketts, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 44, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from J. M. Crockett, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling,Esq.

Sir, Maroon Town, St. James’s, 31 December 1836.
I wave the honour to enclose my quarterly report, in compliance with his Excellency

the Governor’s circular, No. 63, dated the 23d of September, and in answer to—
Query 1, I beg leave to state that the apprenticed labourers in this district aregenerally

contented and cheerful, and have performed their work for the most part with alacrity and
good feeling.

2. In a very few instances is there a want of good feeling between the apprentices and
their employers.

3. Upon the greater part of the estates the apprentices are now working to the satisfaction
of their managers.

4. Since his Excellency’s proclamation, that the nine hour system should be adopted, the
same has become universal; and the relaxation from labour allowed to the apprentices is an
hour for breakfast and two hours for dinner, except when the days are short.

5. Task-work is generally resorted to, and where it is not, the objection more frequently
lies with the apprentice than with the master.

6. It is very usual for the apprentices to dig cane-holes by job-work in their own time, at
the rate of 3s. 4d. per 90 holes in this district, as also to work continually during crop-time
from 15 to 16 hours per day, at the rate of 13d. for their extra hours.

7. The attornies and managers in this district ate desirous of giving every facility
towards cultivating a good and proper understanding with their apprentices, and have not,
in any instance, withheld, to my knowledge, those allowanceswhich were granted previous
to the passing of the Abolition Law.

8. The condition of the free children is very indifferent; and even where it is difficult for
the parents to support them, still they are very averse and have a great antipathy to their
beingapprentice .

9. There is a great desire in my district for a place of public worship, the nearest chapel
being 14 or 15 miles distant; 250/. has been subscribed by the proprietors of St. James’s,
and 4001. has been added by the Church Missionary Society, for the intention of erecting
one; but this sum is considered very inadequate for the purpose; and I fear that, if no
additional aid can be afforded, this laudable design must fail. The same facilities are
wanted for the education of children. ,

10. Only one female apprentice has purchased her discharge this quarter, and that was
effected by an agreement between herself and master.

11. To what employment those who have become enfranchised have recourse is out of my
power generally to say.

12. From the best information I can obtain, the crops in my district will be generally
rather better this year than last; that the seasons have been very favourable, and the culti-
vation is about the same as usual; perhaps more advanced this year than last.

13. The adoption of a general scale of labour is most desirable, and much required.

(signed) J. M. Crockett, Special Justice.

P.S.--It affords me much satisfaction to inform his Excellency, that the Christmas holidays
have passed over with the greatest propriety, cheerfulness and good feeling among the
apprentices of my district.
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Enclosure 45, in No. 567.

Answers to Circular.

St. Dorothy’s, 2 January 1837.
1, Tae general conduct of the apprentices in my district during the last quarter has been

satisfactory.
2, There is no want, as it appears to me, of a good feeling between apprentices and their

managers.
3. Theapprentices work as much and as well as their masters are entitled by the law to

expect.
a The apprentices work invariably on the nine hours system, and have two hours for

dinner, and From half an hour to an hour for breakfast.
3. Task-work is almost as frequently resorted to as the nature of the labour will

admit.
6. In this district extra labour of apprentices is almost confined to crop-time. I think

they would not hesitate to do a great deal of extra work out of crop-time, if their masters
offered them the same high wages that are received by jobbing gangs ; but this has not yet
been done. With regard to the price of the voluntary labour in crop-time, I think it may be
estimated at about 15. sterling for nine hours.

7. Indulgences are rarely withheld as long as the apprentices behave well.
8. The situation of thehee children I consider to be, in a public point of view, a subject

of the utmost solicitude. Scarcely one of these children has been apprenticed by the parent ;
they are known, for the most part, to live in a state of absolute idleness, and unless educa-
tion is. immediately employed to give them industry and morals, the consequences may be
truly serious.

9. No great facilities are afforded by my district for education and religious instruction.
10. A great number of Persons would naturally purchase their discharge from the

apprenticeship if they could afford it; only seven persons have done so since my last
report.
OL I know no instance of any person, after buying his discharge, working again in the

field for wages, but they will work ground belonging to themselves. Tradesmen, as they
are called, will work at their former calling for wages, but not field labourers.

12. Owing to an uncommon drought of near four months, the prospects of the crop are
not very favourable, but the general state of the cultivation appears excellent.

18. [consider the education of the negroes to be of such paramount importance, that
the consideration of all other objects should be postponed until that be accomplished.
Were negro education extensively diffused, there would be no ground for any alarm as to
the state of the colony at the end of the apprenticeship.

(signed) Alexander N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 46, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from W. Carnaby, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Montego Bay, 3 January 1837.
I nave much pleasure in reporting that the apprentices in my district are well-disposed,

and that their conduct for the last quarter has been both quiet and orderly; they perform
their work cheerfully, and I have lately perceived a betterfeeling existing between the
managers and the general body of the apprentices; they are treated humanely by the great
majority of those placed over them.
The working hours are nine daily, by which the apprentices have it in their power to

devoteevery Friday afternoon and Saturday to the cultivation of their grounds or to labour
forhire. hen the length of the day permits, they have one hour for breakfast and two for
dinner ; but when the day shortens, 1t is found necessary to curtail those hoursa little, to
give the estate the legal labour, and preserve to the apprentices the Friday afternoon.

Voluntary task-work is becoming more general, and in the digging of cane-holes and
cleaning the cane-pieces, answers well.

Thave, within the last few months, observed an improved disposition on the part of the
*pprentices to labour in their own time for hire, for which they receive from 2s. 6d. to3s.4d.
per day. ,
The greater number of attornies and managers give many of the old allowances. Those

withholding form the exceptions, and do so either from the poverty of the property, or their
own bigoted and illiberal notions.

veat efforts are making by every class in the island to extend church and school
accommodation with considerable success, and attendance at church daily increases. As
regards the free children, they seem to remain a burden on their parents, who, where
localities permit, place them at the schools now daily opening. Though private munificence
and benevolence have been great, there is still a wide field for national aid in those respects,
the attendance at church, in this quarter particularly, being more than equal to the existing
accommodation.

. sere is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom; and to show
it daily increases, I need only state, that my paid valuations this quarter outnumber the last
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by nine; thirteen apprentices having purchased their release since 1st October last, while fo
the three months preceding, only four did so.
The crops in my district look well, and I trust that when the sugar-making this spring is

completed, I shall have the satisfaction to be able to report a considerable increase onTast
year's produce. The prospects for next year are also cheering.

(signed) William Carnaby, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 47, in No. 567.

Copy ofa LETTER from William Hewitt, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Hope Bay, St. George’s, 3 January 1837,

In compliance with your Excellency’s instructions, I have the honour to make the fol~
lowing report on the state of my district.

The apprentices are going on, as usual, remarkably well; there is no disagreement
between them and their employers, and their work is done willingly. The nine hour system
of labour has been lately generally pursued; some estates retain the eight hour system,
On some properties task-work has been adopted, and is in general use for particular kinds
of labour.
The apprentices seldom or ever refuse to work in the manufacture of sugar in their own

time, at the rate of from 1s. to 1s. 3d. sterling per diem, but they generally refuse to do
field-work. In almost all cases the former allowances of fish, &c., are continued.
The free children are in a most lamentable state; the mothers, notoriously bad nurses,

neglect them very much; indeed, frequently, when children are ill, the mothers will not
take them to the estate’s hospital (where they are always admitted) lest they should have to
pay the estate the time occupied in attending them there. There is abundant opportunity
or education, but the indolence of the parents renders this of little avail.
There appears to be but little desire among the people to procure their freedom; I have

only valued one girl since the 1st October last.
‘he weather has been tolerably favourable, and the district will make a good crop.

One or two estates have fallen off a little, whilst others have exceeded their average.
I have, &e.

(signed) William Hewitt, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 48, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Edward Dacres Baynes, Esq., Special Magistrate,
to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Aylmer’s, 5 January 1837.
I wave the honour to forward the general quarterly report of the district intrusted to my

charge as special justice. Whilst I have the satisfaction to state that the conduct of the
apprentices has continued orderly and tranquil, and that they have afforded, during the last
three months, a quantity of labour fairly proportioned to the time which the law has
guaranteed to the master, I lament to say that this satisfaction is greatly alloyed by @
fact which cannot be concealed, that the negro continues to perform his daily task, not
from any sentiment of affection or good-will to his employer, but from passive acquiescence
in the provisions of the law, which will now, in a short time, raise this long-oppressed race
to the common and indelible rights of humanity; he fears that a breach of the imposed
conditions—for on his part it is no compact—on which his bonds are finally to be broken,
may compromise the result, or defer the moment which he so anxiously and impatiently
expects. The experience of three years enables me to assert with confidence, that mutual
distrust and alienation have long been, and still are, on the increase between master and
apprentice. I cannot point out three properties in the parish of St. John on which that
reciprocal good feeling exists, which can alone hold out a prospect of the apprenticeship at
its termination resolving itself into a social state, in which all distinction of colour, all pre-
Judice of class shall give way to, and be absorbed in, one compact and well-cemented
political edifice, prosperous and lasting, because based on the stable foundation of equal
rights and mutual interests. From the period when I entered upon the execution of my
difficult duties, as arbiter between the apprentice and his master, I have invariably found
that the milder mode of management has produced the most successful results, and that the
cultivation of the estate is usually in proportion to the indulgence shown to, and the comfort
enjoyed by, the negro; in fact, see nothing obtained by over-rigid and severe management
but trouble and loss at present, and ruin in prospective. In making these remarks, it is by
no means my intention to imply that, even on estates where the reins of discipline
are tightest drawn, the negro is labouring under actual oppression and cruelty; my
observations are limited to the short-sighted, perverse and unconciliatory system, but
within the pale of the law, pursued by some,which, generating ill-will and resentment in the
breast of the apprentice, will too surely be visited, to his cost, on the proprietor in the
sequel.
The island Abolition Act is, unfortunately, very far from being explicit or consistent, and

the special magistrate finds it a task of no ordinary difficulty to carry its provisions into
execution, with a due regard to the rights of the negro on the one hand, and the interests

0
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of the proprietor on the other; hence various interpretations of the law by its different
administrators, which have been, and still are, the fertile source of confusion and dissension
in the community. I, however, am of opinion, that the construction of the law has, in
most cases, been more favourable to the master than to the apprentice; when it allotted
forty hours and a half weekly to the former, it certainly was never in contemplation to take
more from the latter, without due compensation; yet from some unaccountable preposses-
sion or inadvertence, this time is only reckoned, with the exception of the jobbing gangs,
who have often many miles to go, from the commencement of actual labour in the Feld : as
if walking to his master’s work, sometimes for two miles, be not, really and bond fide,
employment in his service, and should not, according both to the spirit and letter of the law,
be considered as such. I have had frequent complaints from the negroes respecting the
space allowed them for breakfast and dinner; they often imagine themselves defrauded of a
portion of their time, which, as they have no accurate or consistent mode of measuring, they
are very rarely able to prove. This cause of distrust and dispute might be avoided by the
very simple expedient of obliging managers to furnish their people with hour and half-hour
lasses, which, being carried into the field, would leave no room for doubt or suspicion on

this head. I could point out many other sources of inconvenience which impede the satis-
factory working of the system, which might be removed by means equally simple with the
above; but all such propositions, to be successfully carried into execution, should be armed
with the force of law. The special justices are the objects of so much undeserved jealousy
and odium, that all suggestions coming from them are too generally disregarded or rejected,
without any reference to their intrinsic merit or utility. Few services are so harassing and
ungrateful as those of a special magistrate ; regarded from the beginning with a malignant
eye by the great majority of proprietors and managers, he finds his utmost efforts inade-
quate to give general satisfaction; if he endeavour to avoid or modify punishment as much
as possible, he is instantly assailed and vilified in the public journals as endeavouring to
relax the reins of discipline, with the malicious designs of disorganizing the apprentices and
ruining the planters. Should he, on the contrary, be a strict disciplinarian, and in some
districts such a character is highly necessary, he incurs the ill-will of the negroes, who flock
by hundreds to the seat of government to complain of him. Nor are these the only dis-
couraging circumstances connected with his duties: the event of every trial, in whicha
special magistrate has hitherto been concerned, has been uniformly his defeat, and some of
them have thereby been put to ruinous expenses, far beyond the means supplied by their
salaries to support. It is so obvious as to be quite unnecessary for me to proceed to show
that similar efforts on the part of the special justices will, in this island, be always attended
with similar results, unless some efficient plan be devised by the home government for

protecting us in the upright and conscientious discharge of our arduous and dangerous
uties.
I have, in former reports, alluded to the propriety and expediency of abolishing the

corporal punishment of apprentices, as well as the practice af condemning them to hard
labour in the house of correction, a sentence far more severe, (as some of these establishments
are conducted,) than the former, for all such offences as do not subject a freeman to the same

' degrading punishments, and instituting in their place a system of penal labour on estates.
The prior punishments are preposterous, as they relate to the peculiar offence of the appren-
tice, the withholding from his employer an adequate proportion of labour; still, as long as
the compulsory law has to endure, some effective mode of coercion must obtain to ensure it.
The establishment of penal gangs on estates would effect the desirable object of combining
a punishment at once analogous and proportioned to the delinquency, with a due regard to
the interests of the proprietor. The most obvious and suitable punishment for idleness,
absence or refusal tofabbur, is manifestly labour continuous and compulsory. These gangs
need only be established on the larger estates, which may receive and pay for the services
of culprits from the smaller properties, and should work under the superintendence of
a police constable. The hours of labour should be ten on working days, and on Sundays
they should be closely imprisoned: food of course to be provided for them, and their
grounds and gardens kept in order by their employer during the term of their sentence.
The quantity and quality of their sustenance should be regulated by law, as well as the
apportioning the duration of the restraint to the nature of the default. Misbehaviour in
these gangs to subject the offender to prolongation of punishment, and, in aggravated
instances, to hard labour in the house of correction.

, The period fixed for the emancipation of the non-predial is drawing close: I take the
liberty of observing, that unless it be previously and speedily ascertained who will be
entitled to their freedom in 1838, and the parties assured of their rights, much trouble and
confusion, attended, too, with no little hazard, may be anticipated. It is by no means settled
or decided on the different properties who are and who are not non-preedials. The present
classification, it must be kept in mind, has been the work of the master; for the valuators,
who, moreover, had no legal authority to decide in which of these classes the negro was to
be enrolled, noted them down as predials or non-predials without any reference to the
law, according as the proprietor was pleased to class them in the plantation books. The
difficulty and opposition to be looked for, should this necessary step be deferred to the last
moment, may be estimated by the general rejection of Lord Sligo’s equitable reeommenda-
tion on this subject. Many apprentices will no doubt pretend to freedom in 1838, who
will not by law be entitled to it. Some masters will as certainly be, in like manner, desirons
of retaining the services of dependents, whom the law will then emancipate.
As regards the education and instruction of the youthful part of the negro population,

reeas Well as apprentice, I have nothing to add to my former reports. Nota single effective
521, step
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step has been taken; and I am fully convinced that none will, until Government take the
matter exclusively into its own hands. I take the opportunity of repeating an opinion
I have expressed in a former report, that whatever system may be adopted, it will fail in the
great end. of enlightening and improving, at an early period, the negro population, if as
many of the children as is practicable are not separated altogether from their parents, by
the establishment of houses of industry, or of similar institutions, in the various districts of
the island. A great length of time will otherwise elapse before the peculiar habits, vices
and. superstitions, the natural offspring of slavery, and a state still half savage, will be
entirely extinguished in their posterity.

I cannot conclude this report without remarking on an assertion made by many indi-
viduals in this country, that crime is greatly on the increase. Nothing can be more
contrary to fact. The disseminators of this opinion either purposely overlook or wilfull
conceal, that infractions of the law have only lately, in these colonies, become, in all
instances, a matter of judicial animadversion and public notice; that, formerly, all but
enormous and atrocious offences were visited by domestic discipline, and that, in multifold
instances, even these were never punished at all; the proprietor too often regarding with
indifference aggression against the public, where he himself was not an immediate sufferer,
He rarely, therefore, gave up to justice a delinquent slave, unless in cases which subjected
him either to the penalty of transportation or that of death; in both which instances he
was reimbursed by law for his loss. He often esteemed it his interest to shield a minor
offender, by whose punishment, by imprisonment or otherwise, he was liable to be, in an
shape, himself damnified. Circumstances are now toto c@lo diverse. The magistrate before
whom any case, not special, is brought for examination, must, if borne out by evidence,
commit the accused for trial in the superior courts: hence the apparent increase of crime,
about which so much has been so unjustly said, for the sole purpose of prejudicing and
throwing disrepute on the general character of the negro population. The increase of cases
brought before the tribunals is, therefore, in this country no indication of the increase of
crime; and as for the total sum of punishment now awarded by the sentence of the special
magistrate on the apprentice, no one unbiassed, or unblinded by the spirit of party, will
pretend that it amounts to the one-hundredth part of that inflicted by domestic discipline
on the slave.

I have, &e.
(signed) Edward Dacres Baynes, Special Magistrate.
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Cory of a LETTER from Thomas Davies, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 2 January 1837.
I wave the honour to write you my report on the preceding quarter, for submission to

his Excellency the Governor.
1. The general conduct of the apprentices in this district, since my last report, is good

for the last month, former two not so well; but I cannot say that they are improved in
industry, for, as far as I can see, they do little more than they are actually obliged by law
to perform.
a I do not think there is any want of good feeling between them and their employers.
8. I cannot say they perform their work willingly; but they now know the law obliges

them to perform, and they do it to avoid punishment, without giving much trouble.
4. From six in the morning till half-past five in the evening, with half an hour allowed for

breakfast and two hours for dinner, say from twelve to two. ‘
5. Task-work is not much resorted to, except in di ging cane-holes. I do not think

either master or many of the apprentices have any objection to it, but it has not been
customary. .

6. It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages; there is.
no settled state of wages, each estate makes its own bargain; an apprentice is by no means
anxious to work for the wages, but seems to have got into the habit more by persuasion than
otherwise.

7. Generally, no indulgences are withheld which were allowed during slavery; but it is
often found necessary to threaten to withdraw them, to induce the apprentices to work
for hire the extra hours which the estates require, to enable the crops to be taken off.

8. Free children are generally in a perfect state of idleness, and in some cases, when the
parents are careless, the children are much neglected; they are supported by the parents.
have never known an instance of one being apprenticed.
9. There are no public schools, but most of the properties have a school. The attendance

at the church is equal to the accommodation.
10. There is a very general desire of the apprentices to purchase their discharge ; but

valuations are at far too higharate,‘consequently their time of purchase is put off till the
apprenticeship is farther advanced. Two since last report.

11. Those who have obtained their discharge become house or body servants of the
higher class; go about the country with articles for sale; most of them remain living on
theproperty from which they have been released ; and, by having wives or husbands there,
retain the use of a house, garden and provision grounds. I have never known an apprentice
so discharged work or stay in the field, nor would they do so for any hire. 12, The
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12. The crops will be rather small, The cane cultivation is generally as usual; but the

asture lands and outskirts of the estates are considerably neglected, which is partly owing

to the decrease of the effective strength by death and discharge,—the decrease in the

number of working hours since the abolition of slavery. The season has been rather

yourable.
fa The holidays have passed off very favourably; and I have not observed or heard ofa

single quarrel amongst the apprentices. All the estates gave Monday, Tuesday, and some,

Wednesday, after calling the list. The usual Christmas allowances were given, and, I am

happy to say, the apprentices are gone to their work, and with no complaints.
I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas Davies, Special Justice.
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Cory of a LETTER from James Harris, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Santa Cruz District, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, 1 January 1837.

I wave the honour to transmit to you the following special report upon the state of my

district, for the quarter ending the 31st ultimo, to be submitted to the consideration of his

Excellency the Governor.
Having been but for a short period in charge of my present district, my observations and

experience have in consequence not been very extensive, but the result of that experience

I beg to note down.
Iam infinitely pleased with the general good and friendly feeling and understanding

whichevidently exists between the master and apprentice. Labour is cheerfully performed

upon the whole, and complaints seldom preferred; and when they are, on the part of the

employer, deficiency of labour chiefly forms the nature thereof. As yet, Ihave had no

complaints lodged by apprentices against their employers. A mutual and private adjustment

of any trivial matters appears to be frequently resorted to, so that none but cases of some
moment are referred to the special magistrate. This is a praiseworthy method of arranging

differences, and manifestly tends to promote and preserve a desirable state of society.

Infraction of the law by either party may occur, but yet of so slight a nature, that a com-

»romising spirit exerts its healing influence, and the magistrate hears nothing of the matter

until, perhaps, some time afterwards, and then it is related to him only as an anecdote.

The nine hours system of labour is generally in use in this district, the labourers getting
bout an hour or an hour and a halt interval of relaxation during the day; this short

period of rest the people prefer, on account of their having a longer afternoon to themselves.
very half Friday belongs to the apprentices, but on many properties, by mutual agreement,

which is much to the advantage of both parties, the wholeFridays, alternately, are given to
theplanter and the people; so that there are five working days one week, and four the other, .

orfor the property ; and the labourer has the advantage of a whole day extra every other week,
instead of a half day a week.
There appears to be a mutual desire for task-work in all this district;and, in furtherance

of the wishes of his Excellency the Governor on the subject, committees have met for the
urpose of framing a workable system or scale oflabour, which, if fixed upon a moderate and
beral basis, would be most beneficial. It would doaway with the constant point in dispute,

upon complaints of insufficient work, “ What is a fair and reasonable proportion of work
which should have been performed?” During myexperience, upon every trial thedifferences
of opinion upon this point have been great. I am of opinion that, for general purposes,
and embracing main and principal points, a scale might be judiciously arranged ;but it
seems agreed there are many minutie in the managementof all kinds of property that
cannot be restricted to rule; but these the good sense and liberal allowances of the managers
can successfully and amicably provide for. Nothing, however, consequent upon the labours
of the committees has been submitted as yet to the test of trial and experience. In many
instances the planters and the people agree for a stipulated portion of labour, in picking
coffee, clearing pastures, &c.; and should the quantity be completed or performed in less
time than the nine hours, the rest of the day belongs to the people; and so cheerful and
willing are the people when thus working, that it is of frequent occurrence, they will finish

© quantum required in half or two-thirds of the day; in some instances, they have not
finished their task in the day; but this must be owing to the unsettled and badly-digested
groundwork of awarding a fair proportion of work for a day.
The demand for labourers in this district is great, and the apprentices most usually hire

themselves out in their own time for money-wages; the ordinary rate thereof is from 1s. 8d.
to 2s. 6d. a day—this money for field labourers; tradespeople can, of course, command
ahigher rate; they are paid in money.
There is abundance of land allotted to the apprentices for the cultivation of grounds ; in

some situations the quality thereofis unfavourable to the culture of certain kinds of provisions,
such ascocoas and yams; but other kinds, such as casava, pigeon-peas and sweet potatoes,

&c., thrive well. The district is frequently visited with severe dry weather, when the grounds
of the people suffer much. About the commencement of last year, the drought was so great
net the crops and the growth of provisions were much affected. In one case I had to enforce
the enactments of the 48th section of the Abolition Law. I have heard it asserted that the

people in general rather neglect the usual cultivation of their grounds, in order to job out
Orsa ees in their own time; this, no doubt, to a certain extent, is true, but Ihave

. *. goo
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good reason to be satisfied, that although they do hire out for wages, yet that they bestow
that attention to their grounds, which, if successful seasons could be ensured, wouldkeep
them in a constant supply of the means of support and comfort.
The indulgences usually granted during slavery are, to a more extended or restricted

degree, still generally allowed the apprentices on every property; but this (as experience
since I have been in the commission fully justifies me in asserting) entirely depends upon
the managers being pleased or displeased with their dependents ; an imaginary or momentary
offence in the eyes of the attorney or manager is sufficient to deprive the people of all or
any particular indulgences. The withholding or granting these indulgences is a power re-
served in the hands of the employers to reward or punish the good or bad conduct of the
eople, according to their own ideas on the subject ; were this power exercised free from the

baneful influences of passion and prejudice, and which I trust is generally the case, it would
be well, and perhaps might be attended with beneficial results, On a particular property in
this district, the entire body of the people were deprived, at the caprice of the attorney, of
their usual Christmas supplies of fish, &c., and those who were hitherto allowed the privi-
lege of running a horse or other stock on the property, most unceremoniously denied the
indulgence, and all this from the attorney’s conceived ideas that the people had acted im-
properly; but in my opinion it was neither more or less than a splenetic attack upon me, as
the special magistrate, over the backs of the people, for a certain decision I had recently
made in favour of the people, when their grounds had been rendered unproductive by dr
weather. Such an exercise of the power of granting or withholding the accustomed indul-
gences and privileges cannot but be productive of unpleasant feelings and bad results,
The condition of the free children should be particularly noticed, there are a great number

in this district ; they are much neglected by their parents, and most badly provided for by
them, even in common necessaries; they are growing up in idleness, filth and ignorance;
the parents will not allow them, on any consideration, to perform the slightest work, either
on the property to which they are themselves attached, or elsewhere; upon being spoken
to on the subject by the managers, they laconically reply, “ them no free already.” Their
idea of freedom appears to consist in a total exemption from alllabour and care. The baneful
and desperate state of society which will ensue upon many thousands of children grown
up in habits of idleness and ignorance, and every species of vice and iniquity, is too apparent
to require comment. Something should be done to remedy this great evil to society here-
after ; and also, on philanthropic grounds, for the due care, protection and instruction of the
present helpless state of the rising generation; the provision of the 18th section of the law
does not appear to provide for this existing emergency. As connected with this subject,
I must take notice, and I do so with every pleasurable feeling, of the charitable and noble
attempts made by Mr. James Miller, the senior magistrate of this parish, and his family, to
rescue from misery and want the children on his own property. For some years before Au-
gust 1834, Mr. Miller commenced a system of instruction of his young people, combined
with labour in the field; and so well did the system succeed, that since the abolition of
slavery he has been enabled, by obtaining the consent of the parents, still to persevere;
a portion of each day is dedicated to instruction, moral and religious, and the rest to indus-
trious labour. The consent of the parents in this instance being so easily obtained, is
accounted for by the circumstance of their having for years been accustomed to the daily
routine that was observed, and perhaps, more particularly, as Mr. Miller, from the com-
mencement of the present system to the present moment, has continued to treat the free
children as he had invariably done during slavery ; they experience not even the slightest
change; they are clothed, supported, taken care of and instructed with as much attention
as formerly. This example is certainly worthy of imitation, and should the subject be-
similarly treated, similar results might reasonably be expected to follow. Mr. Miller and
his family persevered in their laudable exertions through good report and through bad
report ; the success they have met with, and will to a certainty continue to experience, has
been, and will be, a gratifying recompense to them.

T regret to observe that the district does not afford sufficient facilities for education and
religious instruction; there is no church in the district. The Rev. Mr. Yates, once in a
fortnight, performs divine service, and catechises the children and others afterwards at a
temporary building (formerly used as a school-room) on the Savannahs; the Rev. Mr.
Walters alternately officiates on certain properties, and at his own residence: both these
gentlemen generally have the attendance of large congregations. Mr. Walters also super-
intends a school, where the apprentices’ children are instructed gratis; there have been at
this school about 50 children at a time, but so capricious are the parents that their attend-
ance is neither regular nor continued. There is also a Moravian establishment in the
vigorous exercise of all its energies; it consists of a chapel and school; Mr. Miller and
others have lent their aid, and materially contribute to the support and efficient usefulness
of this source of instruction and improvement of the negro population. There is another
Moravian chapel near the line of this parish and Manchester, which is just finished being
built. There is great necessity for more places of instruction, religious and otherwise.

There is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge; I have made
five valuations since my appointment to this district ; three have been effectually completed
by the amount being paid; the other two will shortly be so. A report has prevailed, and
I believe with truth, that certain persons in the district and neighbourhood have induced
and are inducing the apprentices to apply for their discharge, and advancing the money,
and then, as soon as the apprentice becomes free, making him or her enter into articles of
indenture to serve the lender of the money as a servant for a length of time, double the
length of their previously remaining term of apprenticeship; thus, in fact, depriving the

apprentice
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apprentice of the term he has already served. The negro character is fond of novelty and
change, and not understanding the nature and extent of the injury he inflicts on himself, and

merely for the sake of changeof owners and scene, consentsto terms which Idesignate as

being unfeeling, usurious and illegal, an unfair advantage bemg taken of the ignorant, un-

suspecting apprentice. I have stated my settled purpose of opposing all such illegal

proceedings to the extent of my power. I would be happy and would encourage the

praiseworthy desire of assisting an apprentice to get released from the trammels of servitude,
and the apprentice should honestly and religiously repay every farthing advanced, and, if

required, with interest ; but he must be left to his own free agency, or at all events not con-

tinued a bondman beyond the legal time made so by the law. The consequence of thus
taking advantage of a negro’s ignorance or desire of change will be very pernicious to all

arties concerned hereafter, besides being, though indirect, an attempt to frustrate the

fomane intentions of the Abolition Law.

Those apprentices who obtain their discharge without entering into the usurious contract

in the last paragraph alluded to, hire themselves out as servants at very reasonable rates,

say 121. a year, or should they happen to be tradespeople, they employ themselves at their

respective callings; others, who can afford it, purchase small lots of land, build huts and

cultivate gardens; these latter, I am afraid, too easily become a prey to sloth and indolence,

scarcely vegetating; they have a bad example near them in the habits and manners of the

Paratees or Savannah mulattoes, who are in many respects the inferiors of the apprentices,

so long as the latter are industriously employed.
The prospects of the present crops are not of a very cheering nature ; appearances in the

first instance bade fair for good returns, which would have been ensured had not severe dry

weather at the commencement of last year made the hopes prove fallacious; average of crops

of last year is however expected to be made. The cultivation of the fields is fay as forward

as usual for the time of the year; they exhibit a pleasing sight, indicating good returns for

next year; but last year similar promising prospects existed, but the unpropitious seasons

prevented their being realized ; so, as experience has proved, the planter is dependent solely

on successful seasons for large and plentiful returns.
I would most earnestly suggest, for the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, that

immediate legislative enactments should be made, enforcing a system of instruction and
labour combined, for the benefit of the children of the apprentices; coercion is absolutely

indispensable, as the parents throw so many obstacles in the way of their children’s im-
provement. The proprietor of each property, I am confident, would gladly take care of and
support the children of their apprentices as formerly, could they be assured of getting a
proportion of labour in return ; in fact, were this ensured, a proprietor might not only give
employment and support to the children of his own apprentices, but to the children of
apprentices of other people who might not be able, from various causes, to undertake such
a charge; thus each property of any magnitude might have a gang of from 50 to 100
healthy children at labour. Places of instruction might be centrally situated, for the children
of every six or more properties to attend at each place. Consecutive or alternate days should
be devoted to instruction and agricultural pursuits, or to the learning of any trade or
handicraft; consecutive or alternate days, I should think, would be preferable to having the
moiety of every day apportioned for this purpose, as the pupils having some distance to
walk to the school-room, and back again to their respective properties, could not attend to
either instruction or labour properly.

I am happy to observe that the Christmas holidays have passed off most quietly, and the
labourers have returned to their usual avocations with cheerfulness.

Lam, &c.
(signed) James Harris, Special Justice.

 

. Enclosure 51, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas J. Baines, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

. Retreat, St. Thomas in the East, Rocky Point
Sir, and Port Morant District, 1 January 1837.

In forwarding this my quarterly report for the information of his Excellency, I have the
honour to state, that the conduct of the apprentices in this district has been generally good ;
the same kind feeling exists between the master and his dependents. During the short
days, the people do not work nine hours; they all get half an hour for breakfast, and two and
a half in the middle of the day for dinner.. No agreements have as yet been entered into
under the sanction of the special justice for the taking off of the crops. Task-work has not
been tried upon any properties, except by jobbing gangs; unless that system was general
they would consider that they were imposed upon. All the estates would cheerfully pay
money for extra labour, but they prefer time, or extra allowance of “salt,” &c.; 1s. British
per diem is the sum given when willing to work for hire. The attornies and managers are
very liberal in their supplies, and careful of the free children, but the parents will not permit
them to work upon the estate for money or other indulgences, so that the rising generation
are brought up in filth and idleness, and will ultimately impoverish instead of adding strength
and solidity to this colony. The people are fond of attending a place of worship, behave
well, and expend much money upon dress. The established churches are too far distant
from each other; it would be a great advantage to have one at Port Morant. A new school-
house is being built at Morant Bay, a Sunday school at Retreat, and the top-house at Air
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Mount has been converted into a school under the Church Missionary Society. There is
not a general wish to purchase their freedom in my district, nine apprentices only having
done so since my last quarterly report. The men, on obtaining their free paper, resort to
towns, doing little or nothing, live cheerfully upon the produce of some woman’s grounds;
and females all turn higglers; none of them will hire themselves to the estates. The canes
look well, and better crops are expected than last year; the cultivation is in a much more
forward state, so that there will be no difficulty in taking off the produce in good time,
Difficulties must increase every revolving season: the old die off, the mfirm become more go,
and less equal to perform the same labour; in 1838 the non-preedials must be replaced from
the field; and the rising generation are a clog upon the properties instead of adding to their
strength. Imuch fear the prospects in 1840 are gloomy, Providence having so bountifully
supplied the wants of the population of this island without the necessity of labour; and,
considering the natural indolent habits of the people, who now only work from compulsion,
the idle and bad characters will prey upon the more industrious. Uhave upon all occasions
received every assistance from the managers in the execution of my duty, and my labours
are now comparatively light. The Christmas holidays have passed over most quietly; the
overseers most liberal in their allowances.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lhomas J. Baines, Special Justice.
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Copy of a LETTER from W. A. Bell, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Barton Isles Pen, Goshen, P. O., St. Elizabeth, 2 Jan. 1837,
In compliance with his Excellency’s instructions contained in circular No. 63, 23 Sept.

last, I beg to send my quarterly report of the state of this district, and, in reply to the
several questions contained therein, have to state :

1. That the general conduct of the apprentices has been quiet and orderly since my last
report, with, however, a few exceptions, which arise either from some evil-disposed persons
putting foolish ideas into their heads, or the want of education, and that obstinacy of
disposition which is the characteristic of the negro mind.

2. There certainly exists in some degree, but more moderately, that want of good feeling
between the master and apprentices which we usually find between master and servant in
countries where slavery never existed; this arises from neither party being able yet to forget
the relative situations they were placed in with regard to each other previous to the Abolition
Act; this will, I trust, cease before the conclusion of the term of apprenticeship, as, for his
own sake, the master will treat his servants well; and the apprentice must, if he wishes to
be out of trouble, conduct himself properly towards his employer; emigrants also (working
men of steady, industrious habits), by taking the lead in the different departments of a
property, will materially correct, and in time do away with the feeling that formerly existed
in his mind, more particularly if task-work were generally given, as the apprentice would
then, if willing to exert himself, have much more time than at present at his own disposal.|

3. Whenever they do not perform their work willingly, I consider it to arise from their
independence of their master as to their support, if they attend to their grounds about
a quarter of the time they now have; it also partly arises from the not having task-work,
as the apprentice feels he must stay in the field a certain time, whether he does much or
little work.

4. The working hours in my district are generally arranged upon the nine hour system,
allowing in the long days, one hour for breakfast, from 10 to 11 0’clock a.m., and two

- hours for dinner, from 1 to 3 o’clock P.m.; and in the short days allowing half an hour for
breakfast, and one hour and a half for dinner.

There are a few, and buta few, who give one hour for breakfast, and none for dinner; but
who in the long days break off at half-past 4 o’clock p. m., and in the short days at 4. o’clock.

5. I am sorry to say task-work is not so generally resorted to as could be wished, except
in digging cane-holes, which was always the case; the objection, I think, has been chiefly
with the master; but as there has been a meeting in the parish of proprietors, attornies and
managers of properties, for the purpose of fixing a scale, I trust it will soon be, wherever
practicable, adopted.

6. On some properties, during crop-time, the apprentices appear willing enough to work
for money some extra hours, particularly about the boiling-house, mill-house, cartmen, &c.,
at the rate of 1d. per hour, but not in the field, and never on their Saturdays. There are
some who will work on their Saturdays on other people’s properties, but not on their
masters’, these receive from 28. 1d. to 3s. 4d. perda , for coffee-planting, digging cane-
holes or falling lands; they are usually tasked,which they prefer.

7. The indulgences formerly given are only partl withheld on some properties, and those
which are so withheld are given for any extra work, &c. on all; the indulgences which are
not withheld are given as payment for watching, by a mutual agreement; some withhold
none, but give them for watching.

8. The free children are generally, in my district, in a state of idleness; with few
exceptions they are supported by their parents, or starve upon fruits, which they purloin from
the different trees up to the very doors of their masters’ houses. Work and money have in
different places been offered them on liberal terms, and education for work, but refused by
the mothers,

9. The
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g. The great distances in my district render it impossible, without some good public
institutions, to afford education generally and religious instruction to the apprentices; the
clergy generally appear diligent and attentive. The houses used as churches and schools
are not sufficiently large to afford accommodation to the attendants; this, however, will be
remedied as churches and chapels are built (a church is about to be built at Appleton
estate); and I should hope that some means will be adopted to oblige the younger branches

of the community to attend the schools, and labour for remuneration.
10. The head-people generally are not very desirous of purchasing their discharge; it is

usually the bad and idle, who have no money, and who always wish for change j it is also

head-people, or those who have family reasons. I have given certificates of freedom since
my last report. . .

11. If the apprentices who have purchased their freedom are tradesmen, they usually

work at their trade; but all others prefer house-work or travelling employment, and seldom
betake themselves to the field.

12. The prospect of the ensuing crop in my district is good, and it has been an improving
oneas to sugar for the last two years; there are 14 sugar estates. The weather is now
favourable, and some estates have begun to grind.

13. I would make it, if possible, imperative upon masters of properties to give their
apprentices task-work, wherever practicable; also, for the purposes of industry, I would
further suggest that a regular allowance of bread-kind and salt provision should be given
weekly to the apprentices, in the same manner as is at present, or was formerly, done in
Demerara and Essequibo; his ground to be given up, and his four hours and a half to be
taken by his master; this would make a certainty to every one, good, bad, sick or well,
aged or otherwise, of having sufficient support. There are many worthless who will not
make a ground, but will rob others to a ruimous degree, or if it is made for them according
to law, will not keep it up; also there is much land given to the apprentices two hours
distance from their homes, and that at their own choice, it being good land, where they
may take as much as they like, which makes a loss of half a day’s labour the going and
coming, besides the loss of going to market ; and though they may prefer it, time is money.

This plan of task-work, together with their Saturday (the whole of which is wasted in
going to market), would enable them, if they wished it, to take money for the cultivation
of produce to pay for their amusement, luxuries, &c., if they required them. It would not
prevent some few of the very industrious from renting a piece of land from their masters
any more than the emigrant, and would prevent the constant disputes of hogs, &c., and the
constant thieving of the bad from the good, which on almost every property is the case, as
these former, having no ground, would have no business there. This plan would take twelve
months to be brought into practice, as it would be full that time before the master could
have a ground sufficiently large and stocked to afford a weekly supply. Until that time,
the apprentices would of course be obliged to keep their present lands in cultivation; and
after that time, the land would of course become the property of their masters; it would
also bring them nearer to that state in which labourers are in England; but I am sorry to
say, for the sake of the labourers in England, that the apprentices ‘here would be in a much
more prosperous condition. This would also pave the way to doing away in time with
giving clothing to the apprentices, and improve the revenue by the quantity of money which
would be constantly changing hands in consequence of the necessities of the different
classes of labourers, and also the greater quantity of produce which would be sent home by
the greater quantity of labour given to the estates.

I have, &e.
(signed) W. A. Bell, Special Magistrate.

 

. Enclosure 53, in No. 567.

Copy of a LETTER from Walter Finlayson, Esq., Special Justice.

St. James’s, 31 December 1836.
Ir affords me much pleasure to report, that a very obvious improvement has taken place

during this quarter in the good feeling between the employers and the apprentices. Bpon
several properties the masters are acting with greater liberality; complaints, both in the
town of Montego Bay and upon the estates, have essentially decreased, and the apprentices
or performing their work willingly.

_ the working hours are fixed at nine daily. There is at present some limitation of the
time for breakfast and dinner ; but as the days lengthen, the usual periods of one hour for
breakfast and two hours for dinner will be again allowed.
_Task-work is not generally adopted in my district; though, where reasonable tasks are

given, the apprentices willingly accede to them.
ere they can get adequate wages, the apprentices work readily for hire; but several

estates do not require their employment on the Fridays or Saturdays. The wages usually
given are from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day.
Some estates withhold entirely the former supplies of salt fish to the apprentices ; others
ave limited the number of coo s, nurses and watchmen to provision grounds; these are,
Owever, usually granted.

he condition of the free children is in general bad, as they are burdens almost entirely
upon their mothers; receiving no support from the estates, and only getting medical care in
a few instances, unless when paid for.
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The attendance of the apprentices, both at church and at schools, appears to be fully
equal to the accommodation; and it is gratifying to report, that great exertions are makinz
to provide additional accommodation. °
There is, unquestionably, a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their

freedom. During the last quarter, 25 valuations have been made before me, and 15have
been paid. It is not known how the parties afterwards employ themselves.
The prospects of the ensuing crop are good; upon a number of estates thecultivation

has been extended, and the seasons have been very favourable.
In my district, including the town of Montego Bay, the holidays have passed over

without tumult or disturbance of any kind. Indeed ‘the apprentices have every where
conducted themselves with the greatest propriety, and have resumed their usual labour
without reluctance. .

(signed) Walter Finlayson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 54, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from E. D. Philp, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Sav. la Mar, 3January'1837,
Iuave the honour of forwarding, for his Excellency the Governor’s information, the

state of my district for the quarter ending the 31st day of December 1836; and, in repl
to questions contained in his Excellency’s circular dated the 23d of September last, I beg
leave to make the following statement.

Answers to Queries from No.1 to No. 13 inclusive.
1. Good.
2. I know of none.
3. They do most willingly and cheerfully.
4. Nine hours system ; allowing one hour for breakfast and two for dinner.
5. Generally, and encouraged by the managers.
6. Usual and general; the apprentices receiving at the rate of 2s. 1d. to 3s. 4d. per diem.
7. Not aware of any.
8. In most instances the estates supply them as before, and pay for medical attendance.
y. Four schools, and as many places for divine worship.

10. Yes; four.
11. I know not.
12. Very good; cultivation good; season favourable.
13. Not any.

I have, &c.

(signed) . D. Philp, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 55, in No. 567.

Cory of a LETTER from J. Woolfrys, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Islington, St. Ann’s, Ocho Rios District, 31 Dec. 1836.
In obedience to his Excellency the Governor’s command, I beg leave to report, that

on my return (after my illness) to resume the duties of this district on the 1st October
last, Idiscovered rather an unsatisfactory feeling, both with employers and apprentices, on
many of the plantations, the masters and managers complaining that the apprentices had
relaxed in their industry; and the apprentices, on their part, complaining that they were
subjected to much annoyance, and were not protected; this unpleasant feeling, I am now
happy to say, has in a great measure subsided, and a better understanding, combined with
a more healthy state, is springing up again. On most of the properties, when I make the
inquiry, “ How are your people conducting themselves?” the reply generally is, “ They are
working very well.” They are working as well as can be expected under the new order of
things ; upon a few of the plantations, however, where there is a want of proper system of
management on the part of the employer or manager, the work is not carried on so
satisfactorily.
On all the properties in this district, the nine hours system of labour is pursued since the

promulgation of his Excellency’s order ; now that the days are short, the apprentices go to
work at half-past six in the morning. The hours of relaxation allowed during the working
hours, on properties where cooks are allowed, is half an hour for breakfast ; and on others,
one hour is allowed and no cook; some few allow cooks, and the hours, one to one and @
half hours for dinner time; or, according to agreement on some properties, the work continues
after breakfast time till half-past 4 o’clock, and when the dinner time is allowed, half-past
five is the hour for retiring from work, so as to reduce the time of labour to nine hours.
Upon some estates, the four and a half consecutive hours for the further cultivationof

the apprentices’ grounds are given on the Fridays; and upon others, as it suits the employer's
pleasure, on any day of the week, or a whole day any alternate week. .
The only description of task-work performed here is digging of cane-holes; and during

the pimento picking, 80 holes was the task during the eight hours’ system, and is still,
which is generally performed by 12 and 1 0’clock; but the employers have expressed

themselves
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themselves desirous that the deficiency under the nine hours system should be made up

to them. .
Five days of eight hours gave them, at 80 holes - - - - = 400
Four and a half days of nine hours now gives, at 80 holes - - 3860

—aeene

40
 

I have declined, upon my authority, adding to the task-work, as I am apprehensive that

it will cause great dissatisfaction amongst the apprentices to make up the difference, and

have suggested to the employers the propriety of waiting for the scale of labour contemplated

by his Excellency. .
The task-work in pimento picking, when in full bearing, is half a barrel each person, who

are allowed loppers to break the limb off the trees with the fruit in its green state ; when ripe

it is of no value; the task is, by quick pickers, accomplished by one or two o'clock; during

the crop, the apprentices cheerfully pick in their own time for money-wages, at the rate of

bs, and 68. 8d., this currency, per barrel ; they prefer picking pimento, on most occasions,

for others than their employers.
The indulgences now withheld on most of the plantations, which were usual during

slavery, are herrings, or salt, as it is usually termed, but which is continued by several of the

sugar estates; the usual Christmas allowance is still continued, except upon one property,

where the people have worked badly.
The free children are maintained and clothed solely by their parents, and in some instances

medicine; many of the employers allow medicine, but no medical attendant, to these

children; and where a mother happens to have a large family, she finds it a difficult matter

to maintain and clothe them properly. Iam sorry to say that, with some exceptions, as

the apprenticeship diminishes, there is not now that kindly feeling extended to those
unfortunate little beings as was formerly by the employers, which must claim the sympathy

and commiseration of His Majesty’s Government, as many of them will be reduced to
a state of wretchedness, unless some provision is made to render them useful members of
society.
There is only one school, recently established near Ocho Rios by the Wesleyan

missionaries; the master being absent during the vacation, the Rev. Mr. Whitehouse has
been unable to give me the necessary information connected with the institution, but which he
promises to do as early as possible. There were a few petty schools, but which hardly

deserved the name; they are discontinued. There is only a Baptist chapel at Ocho Rios,
which has been recently repaired by that society. The materials are now being collected for
the erection of a Methodist chapel: they have hitherto held their Sunday service under
a cluster of cocoa-nut trees, since the destruction by fire of their former place of worship
by the people here.
A very general desire prevails amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge;

14 discharges have been effected during this quarter, and there would have been a greater
number if they had the means; of those who have purchased their exemption from

apprenticeship, some have gone into the employment of other estates, and others have left
the district.

There is at present every appearance of the sugar estates realizing a greater average crop
the ensuing year; as regards the pimento, present indication is very favourable; but it is an
article of precarious dependence, being easily affected by wind and weather.
The state of the weather during this quarter has been exceedingly favourable to

vegetation.
would strongly recommend that the nine hours system of labour be continued, and the

four and a half consecutive hours be given in a fixed day, instead of leaving it to the caprice
of the employers.

His Excellency the Governor will observe by my last report herewith, that complaints
and punishments have very materially decreased during this month, which has afforded me
great pleasure and satisfaction.
The measles and intermittent fevers have been and still continue very prevalent for the last

ten months amongst all classes, but I have heard of few cases proving fatal.
The apprentices generally are again, 1 understand, paying more attention to the cultivation

of their grounds than they recently did.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Woolfrys, Special Justice.

 

—No. 568.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 3 May 1837.
I wave the honour to report to your Lordship that I have only this morning

returned to the seat of government, from a tour of inspection of the greater part
of the island.

Ishall have the honour of reporting at the earliest possible date upon the state
of the militia, the prisons, and such other points as haye come under my notice ;
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JAMAICA, in the mean time I have great satisfaction in acquainting your Lordship, that I
— have every where found a ready disposition on the part of the local authorities to

comply with the suggestions which I felt it my duty to make, and to enter into
my views on various subjects which came under my observation during my tour,

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith,

— No. 569. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 11 May 1837,
No. 569. I Bxe leave to enclose an abstract of punishments inflicted by the magistrates

from the month of August 1835 up to February last, and I am happy to have it
in my power to state, that while the average amount of punishment is now con-
siderably less than at any period since the commencement of the apprenticeship
system, the planters throughout the country, with the exception of the districts
of two special magistrates, appear contented with the quantity of work which
they obtain, and that a general good understanding exists between them and the
labouring population. It is, indeed, to this satisfactory state of things that the
extraordinary decrease of offences, and consequently of punishments, must be
mainly attributed.

T have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 569.

ABSTRACT of Puntsumznrs inflicted by the SpecraL MAGISTRATES,

TotalNomber Total Number of Males The Meni

Panishments Proportion poubshed Total Number TheAverage Nomber af The Maximesinflicted orp rt en
DATE under the|PerCet of of of Stripes | infictedin| Soverity in any. authority of Panlshuents By Otherwise Females jinficted | any one case] one case of

Mavccrtes bad . than by punished. | Punishment of “ee Ponishment by
throughout the| Apprentices. | Whipping, | waioping, _ [by Whipping.| whipping,| Condnement

Island.

1835 :

August - - 4293 13 719 2,646 935 24 50 84 days.September- -{ 5,531 2} 640 2,367 2,524, 22 50 6 weeks,October - - 3,073 1% 419 1,344 1,310 22 48 28 days.November. + 3,058 1a 364 1,319 1,368 23 50 § months.
December - - 2,568 1 306 1,153 1,109 22 50 3 months.

1836:

January - - 3,122 1} 311 1,451 1,360 21 50 119 days.February - -| 92,924 - 3 207 1,033 1,085 23 50 56 days.March - +] 3,092 1} 259 1,466 1,307 a1 48 84 days.Aprile - = - 2,630 1 191 1,274 1,165 22 48 3 months,
May- - .- 3,398 a 236 1,618 1,544 22 39 3 months,June - - - 3,266 1} 245 1,527 1,405 22 48 3 months.
July - -  « 2,767 1, 208 1,370 1,189 23 48 3 monthsAugust - « 1,063 -3 326 354 383 24 50 14 days.
September - - 2,581 1 368 1,016 1,197 25 39 3months.
October - « 2.551 1} 384 933 1,231 25 50 3 months.
November - - 2,323 1 406 863 1,080 20 49 6 months,
December -  - 2,470 1 . 319 987 1,146 20 40 3 months.

1837:

January - =| 2,847 13 458 996 1,372 a5 40 1 month.February - - 1,834 -3 332 706 796 20 40 1 month.       
No. 570.
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—No. 570.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Gilenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 11 May 1837.

I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, copies of the
circular instructions which I have at various times issued for the guidance of

the special magistrates, and I trust that they will meet with your Lordship’s
approbation.

Iam not aware that these documents require any explanatory observations
from me, with the exception of that dated the 28th September last. Finding

that the system of requiring monthly reports only, had worked satisfactorily in

Barbadoes, and to the approbation of your Lordship, and your Lordship’s pre-
decessors, I discontinued the weekly returns, which have been hitherto required,

and which added considerably to the harassing duties of the magistrates, who,
after the fatiguing labours of the day, were little qualified for the preparation of
returns, which, moreover, were made up to each weekly post day (Wednesday
and Thursday), so that they had not even the advantage of the repose which the
Saturday and Sunday might afford them for that purpose.

In remodelling these returns, I took the opportunity of including in the
return of punishments a summary of the evidence, which appeared to me pre-
cisely the information required to enable me to judge of the nature of the pro-
ceedings and decisions of the magistrates, and which was formerly only furnished
quarterly; this point was, besides, particularly insisted on in the original instruc-
tions, establishing the Tables (A.) and (B.), from your Lordship’s office.

For your Lordship’s better information, I enclose two returns of punishments,
according to the form now established, and also one of the diaries for which this
return was substituted.

[ have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 570.

(No. 1.)
Sir, The King’s House, 1836.

I am desired by the Lieutenant-governor to call your attention to the 5th clause of the
Act in aid of the Abolition Act, fixing the period of labour on sugar estates and other

plantations at nine hours daily, except in cases where the employer and the labourers may

mutually agree upon some other arrangement, and to direct that you will cause theprovision
of that clause to be strictly observed, making it your particular duty to ascertain, in cases
where the employer and the labourers maybe mutually desirous of entering into au agree-
ment for working upon any other than the nine hours system, that such agreement is fully
understood by both parties.

I am also to request your attention to the 6th clause of the Act in aid, which provides

that the commencement and close of the legal hours of labour shall be intimated to the
apprentices by ringing a bell, sounding a horn or shell, or by any other signal distinctly

visible or audible to the apprentices, and to point out how desirable it is that this clause of

the Act should be strictly enforced according to the agreements which may exist upon the
several estates within your district.

I have, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Secretary.

 

Sir, The King’s House, 23 September 1836.

I am desired by the Lieutenant-governor to enclose the accompanying blank form of

a return, which, in obedience to instructions from the Secretary of State, you will be pleased
to transmit to me at the expiration of every month, in order to its being forwarded to the
Colonial Office. Your first return will be made up for the present month (September), and

transmitted by the first post in October. His Excellency trusts that, under any circumstances,
the transmission of this return will never be delayed beyond the second post in the month
following that for which it is made up,
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Tam also to convey the Lieutenant-governor’s instructions, that the generalquarterly
report upon the state of your district be regularly prepared in future at the expiration of
every quarter, without waiting for particular directions to that effect. With a view to
pointing out the general heads upon which the Secretary of State is anxious that this re rt
should afford information, I am directed to annex the copy of a series of questions, which
have been transmitted, by his Lordship’s desire, to the governors of the Windwardcolonies
but which are not to be considered as superseding, in the case ofJamaica, the reports of the
same nature which have hitherto been transmitted from thence. While, therefore, you will
take care that your report embraces all the points enumerated in these questions, you will
not consider yourself precluded from affording such other general information as you may
consider calculated to throwa light upon the actual state of the apprenticed population and
the working of the apprenticeship system.

I have, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Secretary.

Downing-street, 15 July 1836,
1. Waar has been the general conduct of the apprentices in your district since your

last report?
2. Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers, and, if so, to

what cause do you attribute it?
3. Do they perform their work willingly, and, if not, to what do you ascribeit ?
4. What are the working hours generally in use in your district; are any, and what,

intervals of relaxation allowed to the apprentices during the working hours?
5. Is task-work generally resorted to in your district; if not, does the objection lie with

the masters or the apprentices?
6. Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages; if su, what

is the ordinary rate of wages, and how are they paid; if not, have they been offered?
7. Are any indulgences withheld, which it was usual during slavery for the estate to

supply?
8. What is the condition of the free children, and how are they supported?
9. What facilities does your district supply for education and religious instruction; is

the attendance at church and in the schools equal to the accommodation?
10. Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge; how

many discharges have been effected since your last report?
11. To what kinds of employment do those who have obtained their discharge usually

betake themselves ?
12. What are the prospects of the ensuing crop, and what the general state of cultivation?

has the season been favourable, or otherwise?

13. Have you any suggestions to make, or any practical measure to recommend ?

TABLE (A.)
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(No. 99.)
Sir, The King’s House, 28 September 183¢.

SEVERAL instances having occurred of whole gangs of apprenticed labourers coming to
the King’s House to prefer complaints, I am directed by the Lieutenant-governor to request
you will make known to the apprentices on the several estates within your district, that
although his Excellency is always willing to hear any just complaints they may have, he
strictly prohibits their coming in large bodies, or in number exceeding three at a time. -
The prohibition is not intended to interfere with the apprentices in the disposal of their

own time, but his Excellency trusts it may tend to check the bad effects resulting from
large bodies of apprentices traversing the country, and neglecting their lawfulwork, which
always ends in punishment.

I have, &e.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

(No. 100.)
Sir,

The King’s House, 28 September 1836,
Tax Lieutenant-governor having had under consideration the various reports and returns

which the special magistrates are now required to furnish, with a view to reducing and con-
densing them, as far as practicable, without losing sight of the object they are intended to
answer, 1 am directed by his Excellency to acquaint you, that all weekly returns are dis-
pensed with, and that for the future the following quarterly and monthly reports must he
sent in to my office by the second post at latest, after the expiration of the periods for which
hey are respectively made up; viz.

1. General quarterly report upon the state of your district, respecting which instruc-
tions have been already conveyed to you in my circular letter, dated 23d instant.

2. Monthly return of all cases brought before you for trial during the past month,
according to the accompanying form marked (A.). As this return contains a summa
of the evidence in each case, both for the complainant and defendant, his Excellency is
enabled to dispense with the transcript of evidence which you have hitherto been in
the habit of forwarding quarterly,

3. Monthly return of valuations, according to the accompanying form (B.); this
return is to include only those valuations which have been completed by the payment
of the sums awarded. Under the head “ Date of Valuation,” you will, however, state
the dates on which the valuation was agreed upon, although not falling within the
month,

4. Monthly return of properties in your district, visited and not visited, during the
month, according to the form (C.) This return being necessary to enable the Lieutenant-
governor tc ascertain that the 54th clause of the Local Abolition Act has been complied
with as far as practicable, his Excellency requests that you will be very particular in
stating your reasons, when you may have been prevented from visiting an estate, and in
enumerating, either under one head or the other, every estate within your district having
more than 40 apprentices attached to it,

5. Table (A.)—A return of punishments inflicted on the apprenticed labourers during
the month. Respecting this return, you have already received instructions in my circular
of the 23d instant.

Your certificates of the amount of public postage received during the month, being re-
quired by the regulations of the Lords of the Treasury, must be sent in monthly as heretofore.

In transmitting your several monthly returns, you will accompany them with a brief
report upon the state of your district, similar to that which you have been in the habit of
sending in weekly, and you will at all times make a special report of any occurrence of im-
portance within your district involving a serious breach of the law, such as combined
resistance on the part of the apprentices to the lawful commands of their employers, or a
perseverance on the part of the latter in denying or invading the rights of the former. You
will at once perceive the necessity of a strict attention to this point of your instructions,
when you consider that your periodical reports being now called for at much longer intervals
than formerly, the Lieutenant-governor may possibly remain for some time uninformed of
events which it might be desirable should be brought to his immediate notice.
Iam, in conclusion, to express his Excellency’s hope, that as you will henceforth be

relieved from a great proportion of your clerical labours, so you will devote yourself with
increased energy and zeal to the discharge of the more active duties of your office.

Ihave, &e.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

FORM (A)



 

MONTHLY RETURN of Compxarnts brought before Special Justice

1836, in the Parish of

FORM (A.)
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during the Month of

 

Name of

Estate.

Name and Name and

Quality Quality

of of

Complainant.| Defendant.

Substance of

Complaint.

Names of the Witnesses on

both sides, and Summary

of the Evidence of each.

Decision and

Sentence.

Whether
carried into
effect, and

if not, the
Reason why ?

General
Remarks.

 

nr

No. Date.

  

 

bourer.

  
N.B.—Be careful to specify the sex
and class of the complainant and
defendant, if an apprenticed la-

 

 
 

| I certify that the foregoing is a true return of

 
all complaints brought before me, and of the
sentences awarded by me during the month of

 

 

 

   
  
 

  
 
 

1536,
A. B.

Special Justice.

FORM (B.) FORM (C.)

RETURN of Vatuations during the Month of LIST of Properties visited and not visited during the
1836. Month of 1836.

Parish of (Windward or Leeward, &c.) District. | Parish of (Windward or Leeward, &c.) District.

x Date of Name, Sex and Name of the Value Namesof Dates of Names of Reasons for

*| vonnion| Searat | Beyond| awadea, | Pret | vista | PREETI | oe ving

N.B.—Spe-
cify under
this head the
trade of the
apprentice,
if a mecha-
nic,

A. B. A.B.

Special Justice. Special Justice.

(No. 148.)
ir, The King’s House, 14 October 1836.

I am directedby the Lieutenant-governcr to suggest to you, that it is very desirable to
avoid sentencing the apprenticed labourers to make good lost labour on Saturdays; on which
day the apprentices’ own time is so necessary to them for the cultivation of their provision
grounds, or for going to market.
As you are required by law to visit every estate in your district having 40 apprentices

attached once in 14 days, it cannot often occur that absence or neglect of work will accu-
mulate to such an extent but that it may be made good on the ordinary working days, or
on the half Friday; and your attention is therefore particularly pointed to that mode of
compensating for lost labour.

Should, however, instances of protracted absence occur, yon must do justice to the em-
Ployer, and enforce the law accordingly.

521,

(signed)
I have, &c.

C. H. Darling, ¢. 8.

(No. 202.)
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JAMAICA. (No. 202.) ;—_—- Sir, The King’s House, 29 October 1836.

Rererrine to the second paragraph of my circular letter of the 28th ult., No. 100
Lam directed by the Lieutenant-governor to acquaint you, that the certificates of stage
incurred by you on official letters are in future to be sent in quarterly instead ofmonthly.
As it is necessary, however, that the number of letters and the amount of postage should

be specified for wack month, the following form of return is transmitted for your information
and guidance.

Ihave, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

STATEMENT of Amount of Posracz incurred on Ovriciat Lerrers by Special Justice

during the Quarter ending the 1836.

 

Months. Namber of Letters, Amount of Postage incurred.

 

October - -
November - -
December - -

Total - - - &.   
I certify that I have paid the above-mentioned sum of [state the sum in words] for postage

of letters solely on official business during the quarter ending the 1836.

Special Justice.

 

(No. 360.)
MEMORANDUM for the Specran Justices.

Tux special justices are directed to enumerate in the monthly report which they are

required to send in (see paragraph 8, in the circular of the 28th September last), the several

monthly returns which they may transmit with that report, and if prevented from forward-

ing any of the said returns, they will take care to explain the cause of such deficiency.

ey are also particularly requested not to write on the inside of the envelopes of their

official communications.
It is expected that every official communication will be acknowledged by the first post

after its receipt; and in referring to any letter from the Governor's secretary's Office, they

will be pleased to take care always to quote its number as well as date.

By command.

The King’s House, 24 Dec. 1836. (signed) CC. H. Darling, Sec.

 

(No. 361.)
Sir, The King’s House, 23 December 1836.

Ir appearing to the Lieutenant-governor, from communications which have been received

from some of the speciul justices, that a_misunderstanding exists as to the circumstances

under which official directions from his Excellency are transmitted through Mr. Special

Justice Hill, I am desired by his Excellency to acquaint you, that that gentleman is em-

ployed, under the express authority of the Secretary of State, as an assistant to the Governor’s

secretary in the special justice’s department; and that therefore all communications from

him, purporting to be by his Excellency’s commands, are entitled to the same prompt atten-

tion as if they were addressed to you by myself.
Ihave, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

(No. 486.)

Sir, The King’s House, 11 January 1837.

Ir appearing to the Governor very desirable that the special magistrates should be apprized

of the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government as to their liability for expenses and enalties

attendant upon prosecutions to which they may become exposed in the course of their official

duties, I am desired by his Excellency to acquaint you that the Secretary of State has de-

clared that he regards with great jealousy any act which should cherish the belief that ‘ne

British Treasury would indemnify the special magistrates against the costs of actions at law;

and that while there is every reason toBelieve that, where the magistrate has been made the

subject of prosecution for proceedings which may have been unavoidable in the proper

discharge of his duty, he will be remunerated for the expenses incurred, the most strict

inquiry will be instituted in every case, not only whether he acted in accordance with law,

but whether there was such a probable ground of defence to the action as justified him in

auitting to tender amends, and in taking his chance. of obtaining a verdict; and further?
whether
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whether he would seem to have been influenced by zeal for the public service, and to have
conducted himself with prudence and moderation.

Ihave, &e.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

 

(No. 458.)

Sir, The King’s House, 16 January 1837.
I am desired by the Governor to acquaint you, that in consequence of the reduced strength

of the police force, his Excellency cannot permit any policemen to be attached to the special
justices ; and his Excellency further directs that they may only be sent for from their stations
when urgently required, and that they may on no account be employed in carrying letters
unless in cases of emergency.

I have, &c.

(signed) C,H.Darling, Sec.

(No. 486.)

Sir, The King’s House, 2 February 1837.
I nave the Governor’s commands to direct, that in every case of an application made to

you for the removal of apprentices under the 14th clause of the Abolition Act, or for
transfer of the services of apprentices by sale or contract under the 15th clause of the same
Act, you do report the application made to ycu before the removal be sanctioned, and
transmit a copy of the evidence taken by ycureelf and an associate special justice, for
ascertaining whether the removal will disunite families, or prejudice the existing interests of
the apprentices.

I have, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec.

(No. 638.)
Sir, The King’s House, 16 March 1837.

I am desired by the Governor to acquaint ycu, that, as the object of conferring the com~-
mission of a local magistrate upon the special justices was principally to enable them to <ct
as general justices of the peace in cases where it might be necessary to remove a complaint
into the superior courts, or in cases not ccgnizable by a special justice where apprentices are
immediately concerned, his Excellency desires that your proceedings in your general cape-
city may be strictly limited to cases of the nature alluded to, and that you particularly
abstain from voting at vestries, or interfering in any way in the internal afiairs of the
parish,

Thave, &c.

(signed) C. H, Darling, Sec,

(No. 732.)
Sir, The King’s House, 7 April 1837.

_ You will have received from the clerk of the peace for the parish in which your district
Is situated, a copy of the Act for the classification of apprenticed labourers.

It paving been reported to the Governor that the proprieters, managers or overseers of
properties have in scme instances stated, that they have no lists of non-preedial appren-
tices to furnish, as directed by the ist clause of the Act in questicn, I am directed by his
Excellency to instruct you, that, in the case of every plantation, pen or other settlement in
your district from which you shall not have received sucha list by the 1st day of June next,
you will proceed in the same manner as if you had received from that property a statement
that there were no non-predial apprentices belonging to it, by making known that fact to
the apprentices in the manner prescribed by the 2d clause of the Act.
You will also make a report, for his Excellency’s information, of every case in which the

employer of an apprentice and yourself have disagreed as to the classification of such
apprentice, and in which you have either called in a third party, or the employer has had
recourse to another special justice; such report to state the name, sex and habitual occupa-
tion of the apprentice, the name of the property, and of the employer or his agent, the
name of the third party called in, or of the special magistrate who maybe appointed referee,
and the decision come to in the case.

LT have, &c.

(signed) C. H. Darling, Sec,

 

521. (No. 2.)

JAMAICA.
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306 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

—No. 57].—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith,

Sir, Downing-street, 1 July 1837,
I HAvE received your despatch of the 11th May, enclosing copies of circular

instructions issued by you for the guidance of the special magistrates, and I have
to signify to you my general approbation of these instructions. There are, how-
ever, some points to which I wish to draw your attention.

Ist. In No. 100, dated September 28th, the special magistrates are instructed
to include, in the monthly return of valuations, ‘“ those valuations only which
have been completed by the payment of the sums awarded.”

It has occurred to me that, under this regulation, no record will exist of those
cases in which the object of the law may be defeated by the extravagantly high
rate of the valuation; I am not aware that any other instruction has been issued
by which this deficiency will be supplied; if not, I have to request that you will
direct that a record be kept of all cases in which the valuation has been made, to
be transmitted periodically to you, in whatever form and at whatever intervals
you may consider most convenient.

2d. In No. 436, dated 11th January, you have accurately stated the sentiments
of Her Majesty’s Government as to the liability of special magistrates for ex-
penses and penalties attendant upon prosecutions to which they may become
exposed in the course of their official duties. While, however, it is indispensable
that Her Majesty’s Government should be satisfied of the propriety of the con-
duct of any special magistrate, against whom a verdict may be obtained for an
act done in the performance of his duty before he can receive an indemnity
out of the public funds of this country, it will, I trust, not fail to be understood,

that where the conduct of the magistrate has been really unexceptionable, he
may confidently rely on a full indemnity from the Government against any
vexatious prosecution to which he may be subjected.

3d. In No. 638, dated 16th March, the special justices, to whom a local com-
mission has been issued, are directed particularly to abstain from voting at
vestries, or interfering in any way with the internal affairs of the parish.

I fully assent to the position, that the object of conferring local commissions
on the special justices is to give them jurisdiction over cases not cognizable by
a special justice where apprentices are immediately concerned; and I am well
aware that an unnecessary and injudicious interference on the part of the
special magistrates with the ordinary affairs of the parish in which the apprentices
are not interested might materially impede the useful exercise of their peculiar and
appropriate functions ; but I entertain very considerable doubt of the expediency

of prohibiting them from taking any part in the proceedings of the vestries. The
vestries have an important duty to discharge with reference to the regulations
of gaols and workhouses, in the latter ofwhich, especially, many of the apprentices
are confined by sentence of the special magistrates. I have already had occasion
to advert, more than once, to abuses alleged to exist in these places, and I

have intimated an opinion, that, unless some remedy should be applied to them,
it might be necessary for the special magistrate to abstain from committing
apprentices to the workhouses. It appears to me, therefore, obvious that the

influence of the special magistrate might be most beneficially exercised, as it
respects the interests of the apprentices, by their taking a part in such of the
proceedings of the vestries as relate to the regulation and discipline of work-
houses in Jamaica. There are also, as I have reason to believe, other questions

affecting the apprentices, subject to the decision of the vestries, such as the
amount of clothing which is to be deemed sufficient, in which it may be

extremely desirable that the special magistrates should occasionally take a part.
I am not disposed to think that you intended the prohibition to extend to cases
of this nature, but I would suggest to you the expediency of so qualifying the
concluding sentence of the circulars to preclude the possibility of any misap-
prehension on this point.

4th. The reasons which you have assigned for the substitution of monthly for
weekly returns from the special magistrates appear to me quite satisfactory, and
I fully approve af the summary of the evidence being included in the return of the

punishments, a point to which I think too great importance cannot be attached.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

No. 572.
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—No. 572.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to LordGlenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 26 May 1837.

Herewith I have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s approval, the

copy of-a circular letter which has been lately addressed to the special justices,

with a view to recalling their attention to the injunctions which they have so

frequently received upon the subject of corporal punishment.
I have, &c.

(signed) —Lionel Smith.
 

Enclosure in No. 572.

Copy of a LETTER from C. H. Darling, Esq., Secretary, to the Special Justices.

Sir, The King’s House, 16 May 1837.

Tae Governor having, in some instances, observed the severe effects of corporal punish-

ment*upon apprenticed labourers (not in consequence of the illegality of the amount of

punishment awarded, but of its application to offenders who had been subjected to pre-

vious flogging), 1 am directed by his Excellency to repeat the injunction which has been

so strongly urged upon the special magistracy from the very commencement of the appren-

ticeship system, and pointedly impressed upon them, in numerous individual instances, by

his Excellency himself, that the use of corporal punishment should be restricted as muc

as possible, and in fact rigidly confined to offences of a disgraceful or highly aggravated

nature. I am further to desire, that it may on no account be inflicted on offenders who

are not entirely recovered from the effect of previous punishment; and that you take care

that in all cases the apprentices are perfectly cured before they are removed from the

hospital, and required to resume their work. ;

is Excellency is induced to advert the more strongly to this subject, from observing that

while the total amount of punishment throughout the colony, as collected from the returns

of the special magistrates, is considerably less than it was during the earlier part of his

administration, the amount of corporal punishments has not decreased in a corresponding

ratio. His Excellency is, however, gratified to find, by the returns for the month of

February last (the latest period to which they are compiled), that there was a considerable

decrease of this description of punishment, as contrasted with the returns of the preceding

month. He confidently trusts that this desirable diminution will steadily continue, and he

relies upon your zealous exertions (so far as your means extend) to maintain the industry

and contentment which now so generally prevail, and which can never be effected by any

injudicious recourse to a mode of punishment to be resorted to at any time with the greatest

caution and discrimination, but totally inapplicable for the enforcement of those objects

among a labouring population fast passing into perfect freedom, and with whom, therefore,

every other incentive to good conduct should be employed rather than the dread of a

degrading punishment to which they must shortly cease to be subjected.
I have, &c.

(signed) § C. H. Darling, Secretary.

 

—No. 573.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 19 July 1837.
I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 26th

of May last, and I beg to convey to you my entire approval of the circular letter
therein enclosed, which you addressed on the 16th of that morth to the special
magistrates, enjoining them to pay strict regard to the injunctions which they
had received on the subject of the restriction of corporal punishments among
the apprentices. .

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 574, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 May 1837.
Tnave recently had under my consideration a communication from the com-

mittee of the Prison Discipline Society in this country, in reference to Lord Sligo’s
despatch of the 5th March 1836, enclosing the reports of the custodes on the
state of the gaol and prison discipline in the island.

521. The

JAMAICA.
——e

No. 572.

Enclosure in
No, 572-

No. 573-

No. 574.
For Reports of the
Custodes, tide Ap-
pendix to the Report
rom the Committee
on Negro Appren-
ticeship, 1836,
No, 560, p. 167.
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For Gaol Act of
1834, vide Parlia-
mentary Papers
relating to the
Abolition ofSlavery,
1833-5, Part IL.

P- 294.

308 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The Gaol Act of the Jamaica legislature, passed in 1834, recognizes in the
preamble as the basis of prison regulations, classification, separation, superin.
tendence, regular labour and employment, and religious and moral instruction,
as essential to the discipline of a prison, and to the reformation of offenders;
but the salutary provisions of this statute appear to have been imperfectly
administered, and these principles would seem in practice to be almostentirely
disregarded. I trust to be able to point out to you how much of the imperfec-
tions of the present system is to be attributed to this cause, and how much arises
from other difficulties for which no legal remedy has as yet been provided, and
in conclusion, to give you such instructions as will enable you, with the means
at your disposal, to introduce a more perfect system.
The first defect which I have to notice is a want of uniformity in the manage-

ment of the different gaols in theisland. The law enacts the same penalty to be
inflicted for the commission of the same offence, but the degrees of punishment,
from the want of uniformity in prison discipline, are totally different, the punish.
ment being in some places severe, in others so trifling as scarcely to be regarded,
To prevent so obvious an injustice, the Gaol Act of Jamaica lays down certain
rules and regulations to be observed in every gaol or house of correction, or
hospital or asylum, so far as they can be applied to the particular discipline or
class of persons confined in such places. Nothing seems to be so conducive both
to uniformity of system and executory efficacy as attention to this point of
throwing into a general law whatever may not inconveniently be so dealt with.
The Act in question, though wanting in some important provisions, is not per-
haps open to any objection on this score; but previous habits and opinions may
for a time present unforeseen and stubborn obstacles to the execution of enact-
ments tending to the public good, and it is sometimes long before prejudices against
innovations are sufficiently subdued for the regulation of the laws to have their
proper and full effect. It may probably be owing to causes of this nature that
in the codes adopted in the different gaols, not only has uniformity of system
been entirely disregarded, but in many instances the spirit as well as the letter
of the law has been lost sight of.
The second defect to which I beg leave to direct your attention arises from

the construction and arrangement of the gaols, &c. ; on this head it will not have
escaped your notice that the Jamaica Gaol Act contains a provision which enables
the parochial authorities to raise a tax sufficient for the purposes of the Act,
having a due regard to the separate compartments necessary for the accommoda-
tion and classification of prisoners ; but besides that, many of the gaols and
buildings are defective for the purposes of the Act, as is evident from the reports
of the custodes; I have to observe, that this provision is inadequate for the intro-
duction of that complete separation of individuals requisite to enforce silence,
which the reports of the committee of the House of Lords, transmitted to you
for your information and guidance, in my circular despatch of the 28th November,
recommend, and which I consider to be necessary for the attainment of an effective
system of prison discipline.

Another defect which I have to notice refers to the nature of the labour and
employment of the prisoners. It is enacted by the Gaol Act, that due provision
shall be made in every prison or house of correction for the enforcement of hard
labour in cases of such prisoners as may be sentenced thereto, and for the em-
ployment of other prisoners ; and that the means of hard labour shall be provided,
and the materials, tread-wheels or instruments requisite for the employment of
the prisoners shall be erected or purchased. It appears, however, by the reports
of tne custodes, that the prisoners are frequently employed out of the prison on
public works, repairing the roads, clearing the streets, &c., and are also let out
for hire to dig cane-holes, &c. It is evident that these practices are totally in-
compatible with a proper system of prison discipline, if on no other account than
that they have a direct tendency to counteract the benefits expected to result
from the operation of the principles of silence and separation in making the
punishment of imprisonment more irksome, and the condition of theprisoner
more unlike that of the community at large; but a greater objection is, that they
associate the idea of mere labour with that of punishment, thereby destroying
whatever moral effect the connexion of punishment with an act of disobedience
to the laws is calculated to produce. These considerations come with peculiar force
when applied to a country where compulsory labour is exacted from the com-
munity at large, and where, consequently, the distinction between punishmentand

e
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the daily duty of life would be marked by none of those external circumstances
which are particularly necessary to make every penalty appropriate and efficacious.
Labour on the tread-wheel, breaking stones, and other employments of the same
kind within the walls of a prison, if silence is strictly enforced, might be employed
with effect.
The last defects I have to notice are the neglect of frequent periodical and

casual visitations by the magistrates, and the want of adequate provision for the
religious and moral instruction of the prisoners.

It remains for me to advert to the means which may exist or appear to be
attainable for remedying these evils.
As regards uniformity in the management of the gaols, you will observe that

the 5th, 11th, 12th and 14th rules of the Act are discretional, and that the rest are
positive. The positive rules, 1 conceive, should be adopted, without any variation,
in all the prisons in the island. In respect to the discretionary rules, there should
be observed as close an approximation to uniformity as local circumstances will
admit. I find a reference to this principle to be more especially wanting in the
practice as to dietaries under the 11th rule. <A scale of diet should be established
in each prison, approximating as much as possible to the dietary of every other
prison, and it should be a fixed rule that convicted prisoners should not be per-
mitted to receive, without an order from the surgeon, other than the gaol allow-
ance; and if in any case of very urgent and special necessity the surgeon should
order any increase of diet to a prisoner not in the infirmary, he should be re-
quired to state in his journal the cause and extent of such order. In respect
also to the discretionary provision for the admission, at proper times and under
proper restrictions, of persons with whom the prisoners may desire to commu-
nicate, it would be expedient that some uniform regulation should exist, such as
that recommended in the 14th resolution of the committee of the House of Lords,
namely, that convicted prisoners be not permitted to receive visits during the
first six months of their imprisonment, unless under peculiar and pressing cir-
cumstances.
The Act also gives to the common council of Kingston, five justices of the

peace assembled in quarter or special sessions, power to frame additional rules,
provided such rules be consistent with and conformable to the Act. For the
sake of securing uniformity of discipline, it is expedient that all such additional
rules and regulations should be in future submitted to you; and I am persuaded
that you will shrink from no toil of deliberation or exertion which in the end
may lead to the establishment of a good and uniform system in every gaol in the
colony.
With a view to remedy some of the defects, particularly as to the state of the

buildings, it would be desirable, if you have the means at your command, that
you should obtain and transmit to me correct plans of the gaols, &c., in order
that an improved system of construction may be pointed out for the consideration
of the local government, in reference to such new buildings as it may be found
necessary to erect, or, as regards alterations it may be expedient to make in the
present gaols. Iam perfectly aware that, to effect these improvements, consi-
derable expense would have to be incurred, and that it may not be possible to
do at once all that would be desirable in this respect. But if, as is observed by
the committee of the House of Lords, the adoption of a more strict discipline
should add to the actual weight of punishment, its duration may be proportionately
diminished. The curtailment of its duration will necessarily effect a curtailment
in the expense, by diminishing the future aggregate charge of maintaining pri-
soners in proportion to the restriction of the usual period of confinement; and,
I may add, by the diminished time for which, in the case of an apprentice, his
master would be deprived of the benefit of his labour; and, furthermore, by the
diminution of the number of offences and of convicted persons which may be
expected to result from an improved system of prison discipline. On this point,
Ihave also to refer you to the evidence given before that committee by Mr.
Samuel Hoare, who states, as his opinion, that ‘ an efficient system of prison
discipline might be attained if there is a separate cell for each prisoner, with a
number of officers one-third less than where the prisoners are congregated
without separate cells; and that it would be in the end economical on the part
of a country, or any portion of a country, which had not a gaol sufficient for the
accommodation of the prisoners, in this manner to increase the prison to the
extent of furnishing separate cells.”521,
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The committee of the Prison Discipline Society urge the necessity of local
inspectors being appointed to visit the prisons at frequent intervals, in which
suggestion [ entirely concur. The clause in the Gaol Act of Jamaica which
relates to the appointment of visiting justiccs to inspect each prison, house of
correction, hospital and asylum, if necessary, once every day, seems to have
been almost entirely disregarded in all the institutions. The situation of in-
spector is one to which constant and laborious duties are attached, and it cannot
be supposed that competent persons will be found to undertake the office, and
discharge its duties efficiently, without some remuneration. ‘The Gaol Act makes
no provision for the charge which would have to be incurred on this account;
and.it would, therefore, be necessary, in order to adopt this suggestion, to bring
the subject before the legislature. As Iam unable to form an opinion as to the
probability of a successful issue to an application of this nature, I must leave it to
you to make the application or not, as may seem best in your discretion and
judgment.

T enclose a copy of a code of regulations which have been adopted in the
Bahamas, and which appear highly deserving of imitation. I also enclose an
enlarged form of return [see Table (B.) p. 345], which I propose to substitute in
future for the annual return comprised in the Blue Book; and I request that
the answers to the inquiries therein contained may be accompanied by copies
of the laws and regulations which have been or are about to be established in
each colony.

I cannot hesitate to place the fullest confidence in the zeal with which your
endeavours for the moral and religious instruction of the population of Jamaica
will be animated, in reference to a portion of that population se peculiarly in
want of it, the inmates of the prisons. Your endeavours will no doubt be
sedulously aided by the Bishop of Jamaica, and the ministers of the gospel of all
denominations.

I cannot close this despatch without adverting in a more direct and especial
manner than I have hitherto done, to the evidence afforded by a comparison of
the law respecting prisons with the practice and the actual condition of them,
that the legislature on the subject is paralysed throughout by the fatal circum-
stance of the Act containing no adequate executory provisions. Its execution
depends upon the parochial authorities and the justices; and it appears to be
proved by experience, that so long as it shall be solely intrusted to those
functionaries, it will be inoperative. Were it possible to anticipate that a fair
degree of operation would be obtained for such enactments through this agency,
there is no way in which His Majesty’s Government would more gladly see the
objects accomplished; for it is of great importance to every community that the
gentry and other persons of respectability should be engaged in voluntary efforts
of this nature, and that those efforts should be assisted by the Government
rather than that any other agency should be substituted; but if no such efforts
can be relied on, it then becomes the duty of the Government to consider what
other means can be adopted for the accomplishment of purposes which cannot
be abandoned or neglected without incurring a grave responsibility.
The present Act will expire in the year 1840; and at that period, if not before,

it will devolve upon you to give your most serious consideration to the improve-
ments which may be introduced into it.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 575.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, The King’s House, 12 June 1837.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith the quarterly reports of the special

magistrates for the quarter ending the 31st March last.
I have caused these reports to be arranged by parishes, in order that your

‘Lordship may be better enabled to judge of the state of the different magistrates’
districts into which the island is divided.
The reports of special justices Baynes and Hill, I beg to recommend to your

Lordship’s perusal; the first as containing an enumeration of what appears to
Mr. Baynes to be sources of dissatisfaction to the apprenticed population,and

the
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the latter containing a very able exposition of the principles upon which valuations

ought to be conducted.

The first seven and the 9th and 10th heads of grievance enumerated by

Mr. Baynes are all within the jurisdiction of the special magistrate ; and numerous

instances have occurred since my administration, in which the authority of the

magistrate has been exercised effectually to their suppression or remedy; the

eighth, which relates to valuations, is, in the present state of the law, in a great

measure beyond the control of the executive. The subject is now under my

anxious consideration, with a view to devising such remedies as may appear

racticable to apply to the evils complained of. The 11th, 12th, 13th and

14th all relate to the houses of correction. Having lately returned from an

inspection of the greater part of those buildings, I am enabled to report that, in

- most instances, I found them well-regulated and under a careful supervision, from

which the special magistrate is by no means excluded; and I have every reason

to believe, from the disposition manifested by the local authorities, that I shall

have no difficulty in obtaining such modifications of the existing rules as may

appear to me desirable.
I have, &c.

(signed) "Lionel Smith.
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Cory of a LETTER from Richard Hill, Esq., to Sir Lionel Smith.

Special Justice Department, Spanish Town,

May it please your Excellency, 15 May 1837.

In the correspondence of this department for the last quarter, I have observed that the

release of apprentices has been rendered difficult by the inequitable way in which valuations

are conducted. The special magistrates complain of the obstructions they encounter, in

consequence of the general justices of the peace associated with them in these duties being

unwilling to admit deductions from the gross value proved, for those casualties and risks

which result from the liabilities of health and the probabilities of life. From 1st August

1884 to 1st November 1836, 1,480 apprentices were released by valuation, and paid 52,2162.

The desire to break from the obligations of further service, by similar sacrifices of money,

still prevails, but the excessive high rate of appraisements has increased the difficulty of

meeting this desire proportionally with the decrease of the term of apprenticeship. I con-

fine my remarks to the effect of these obstructions on the prospects of plantation labourers.

On the class of domestics and artisans, it is scarcely a grievance, for the competition with

which they are pressed has worked a continued diminution in the value of their labour; the

termination of their apprenticeship has nearly approached, and the anticipation of cheap

labour has established very generally in their case a low rate of valuation.
The usual resort for evidence of the worth of plantation labour is to the masters of

unattached preedials to estimate the value of job labour.
The proprietor of a jobbing gang gives evidence that he obtains 3s. 4d. for the hire of his

people per day, and having made this statement, proceeds to declare that the worth of his

jobbers by the year is to him the sum of 391. each, there being 234 working days conceded

to him by the Apprenticeship Law.
Before this evidence is applied to the worth of the pradial attached labourer, let its

fallacies be examined with reference to the jobber himself, or the predial unattached, the

value of whom, estimated by the price of day labour (the ordinary mode of charging his

hire), is unquestionably considerable.

The conclusion does not follow that the jobbers each are worth to him 397. per annum,

because the price of a day’s labour is 3s. 4d., even if the whole of them should be able to

work the 234 days in the year, because 3s. 4d. is the maximum result of their labour, and

there is a certain outgoing necessary to realize that result; these are the houses and gardens

with which the employer must provide them, the occasional supplies with which he must
help them, and the clothing with which he must furnish them.
_The worth of the jobbing gang to the proprietor is the profit after that amount of expen-

diture shall be deducted, which is necessary to realize the result of 3s. 4d. per day. This is

the highest benefit that can accrue to the master of the jobbers by his right to their uncom-

pensated and coerced services.
These services, estimated as property having a certain and determinate value, are beyond,

all this, however, subject to contingencies and casualties, and to the risk of extinction by

death; for these the custom has been to allow one-third; whether this allowance be pro-

erly considered can only be ascertained by a patient inquiry into the probabilities to which
the life, health and vigour of a labourer are exposed.
_ According to the best physiologists, the probabilities of life, deduced from acareful

investigation of facts concerning the age in which the greatest number of individuals have

died, are stated to be, that nearly one-half of mankind perish before they reach the age of

eight years, that two-thirds die before they arrive at thirty-nine, and three- ourths before fifty-
one. These facts have led to a calculation that a child at fourteen years may expect to live

for thirty-three and a half years more, an adult at thirty, twenty-eight more, and so on ul
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the probabilities end in the person who has reached the usual term of human life, whosechance of living can only be reckoned from day to day.
The chance of death during the term of the apprenticeship in any given age of anapprenticed labourer may be arithmetically determined. The casualties of sickness andpermanent disability, however, are a great and constant lability, and tend to diminish, ina proportion quite equal to one-third, the estimated value of the aggregate of apprenticedlabourers. These casualties comprise the diseases of the men, and the infirmities and wantsof the women as mothers and wives, which, in speaking of a beneficial interest, are aworseresult to the planter than the death of the labourer, inasmuch as, in addition to an extinctionof productive labour, they decrease the profit derived from the able workpeople, by the sub-sistence, care and aid requisite to be drawn from out that profit for the necessities of unpro-ductive labourers.
Besides this, there is an allowance to be made for the interest of money. The personreleased from the apprenticeship on a valuation pays at once that which cannot be realizedbefore the termination of his service. Six per cent. is the annual interest of money in thecolony. Taking, for example, a calculation on the whole six years of the apprenticeship,a person released in August 1834, paid a per annum value at once, when the sums of thatper annum value could not have been realized before the termination of the sixth, fifth,fourth, third, second and first year of his service progressively.
I have reasoned on the value of jobbing labour, because that, as I have remarked, is thecriterion by which the value of an apprentice is estimated; but the estimate of a plantationlabourer by the price paid for jobbing workmen is not a fair consideration of the question.Recourse to the jobber is an expedient to obtain labour in those agricultural emergencieswhen the greatest profits are to result from the most effective application of manual toil. Itis altogether an extreme case, and can never be permitted, without manifest injustice, toform the sole ground of estimate, to the exclusion of those ordinary and less urgent duties

which never require this outlay.
The pradial attached is not a jobber, and, by the prohibitions of the law, cannot be madea jobber; in him value can result only from what the plantation to which he is permanentlyattached can realize by his productive industry.
The real value of the predial attached plantation labourer, then, is the profit of thematerial derived from thefand, to which he is fixed as a chattel interest, and on which hecreates a commodity by his industry. The greater quantity of price expended on labourwithout a commensurate return of value, the less becomes the profit of a labourer’s industry.If wages continued the same, profits would remain the same; but it is absolutely certain thatif wages rise, in all those emergencies in which it is necessary to command extra labourwithout any increase of commodity, the profits must necessarily fall. It is the profit oflabour which constitutes the interest and value of the apprenticeship, and it is this which isappraised when the labour of an apprentice is estimated.
t may be said that as the abstracting from him his labourer throws theplanter on thenecessity of seeking an expensive resource to supply what he has lost, he has a right tohave this immediately allowed him. This remark is more specious than just, and does notapply to the question. .The whole advantage of the apprenticeship is the profit in the commodity raised by it;if the labourer pays for that when he seekshis release from the apprenticeship, the planter

has already realized by that release all that it would have been worth to him had theapprentice continued to work for him to the termination of the apprenticeship. He hasreaped his harvest by anticipation.
f these positions be true and incontrovertible, as I believe them to be, the magistratesought not to allow any abatement of the one-third deduction for the casualties towhich

continued and uninterrupted toil is liable, and for the risks to which life is subjected, whilethey ought to be guarded against admitting the extreme instance of a jobber’s value, as anaverage estimate of the productive labour of a plantation apprentice.
I do not comment on another principle of appraisement for which the employer has some-times contended when he has insisted on having an estimate made of his liabilities to loss

and incommodity, present, future and contingent, by being deprived of his workmen, because
His Majesty’s Government have already declared such appraisement unjust in principle, and
inconsistent with the intention of Parliament: it had been long previously condemned by
the King in Council, as inadmissible in repeated instances in which it had been broughtforward in the compulsory manumission of slaves in the Crown colonies. “It would throw,’
says the Secretary of State, in a despatch (wide Parliamentary Papers, 1835, No. 278,
art 2, page 258), “ many and insuperable difficulties in the way of that class of appren-ticed labourers who would in general be the most desirous of purchasing their discharge,

the most likely to furnish the means of effecting such purchase, and the best fitted for the
performance of theduties ‘of free citizens.” 1 would advert to this sentiment for the purpose
of moving His Majesty’s Government to the adoption of some general regulation founded on
fair and equitable principles for the valuation of apprentices, that the motives which prevail
among them, in which prudence, orderly habits, domestic association, family affection, a properappreciation of the advantages and interests of civil society, animate them to industry, maybe left to a free and unimpeded operation, and carry them onward to renewed exertion by the
certainty that all they desire and all they hope are within their own means of attainment.

T have, &c.
(signed) Richard Hill, Assistant Secretary,

Special Justice Department.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Edward Dacres Baynes, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Spanish Town, 14 April 1837.
I nave the honour to forward the customary quarterly report on the state of the district

intrusted to my charge as special justice. So little change has taken place since my last,

in which I dwelt rather fully on some points, that J shall at present confine myself to a

cursory reply to each of the questions seriatim, as transmitted in your circular of the 23d
September 1836. .

1. The general conduct of the apprentices since my last report has been good; the only

exceptions are those attached to Belmont and Retreat estates.

2. There is, and always has been, a great want of good feeling between the apprentices
in this district and their employers. Ihave never sent in a quarterly report, either to his
Excellency, or to his Excellency’s predecessor, without adverting in strong terms to this
melancholy and discouraging fact. I scarcely know two estates in this parish on which
master and servant are mutually influenced by sentiments of good-will and regard. It
matters not whether their interests are in reality incompatible with each other or not; it is

sufficient that they are reciprocally considered so. The origin of the evil must be sought for
in this impression, which, whether well founded or erroneous, is firmly rooted in the minds,

and plainly manifested in the conduct of both parties. This bad feeling, however it may be
concealed or coloured, is, without doubt,:extremely prevalent, and it menaces the reverse

of a favourable termination of the apprenticeship. It has proceeded to such extent, its tone

is so decided, and the period when it may be manifested with security by the party which is
now the weakest so near, that it may be reasonably doubted whether the time at which an

effectual remedy might have been applied have not passed over, and whether the promptest
interference can now succeed in doing more than mitigating its force, or modifying its

expression. Close observation, and the experience of three years, justify me in expressing
my opinion, that less blame attaches to the apprentice than to the master; for the unfortunate
position in which they now relatively stand; the total want of conciliation on the part of
the latter; the indifference, too general, to the bodily comfort of his dependent; the distressing
apathy manifested towards his moral improvement; the rigid exaction of the whole law from
him, with the imprudent and discreditable anxiety too often exhibited for the infliction of
its severest penalties, have produced the corresponding and inevitable result, by rendering
the negro,—instead of confiding, satisfied and cheerful, —suspicious, reserved and discontented.
All doubtful points of the Abolition Law have been construed in favour of the master; others,
by no means dubious, have been conceded to him. He receives for the six years of the
apprenticeship more than three times the whole value for life of the slave, as estimated by
commissions of planters themselves, appointed for the purpose in 1834. The compensation
money has cleared his estates; the price of sugar has been doubled, and he will, in fact,
derive more profit from the six years of the apprenticeship than he would have obtaincd from
20 years of slavery. I shall now, with due deference, discharge my duty, by stating the
immediate sources of the dissatisfaction of the apprentices, as far as I have been able to
trace them, leaving their justice, and the necessity of applying a remedy to them, to the
consideration of others better quulified than myself to decide on pomts of so much
importance.

1. The continuance of subjection to the lash for faults which, though delin uencies

under the Abolition Law, have not the moral turpitude of crime, such as insufficiency of
labour, idleness, disrespect to their employer, with many other offences under the above
Act, equally venal.
_ 2. The custom by which the apprentices are compelled to go to their master’s work

in their own time, as if working and walking on the business of another are not, both
in law and reason, an equal sacrifice of time in his service.

3. The obliging the apprentices to remain at their work in the field during heavy
falls of rain, a practice not less prejudicial to th2 interests of the master than pernicious

to the health of the apprentice. .
4. The withholding from the apprentices, on many properties, all the indulgences

accorded to the slave, a custom which, with the eight hours system of labour, and the

very proper discouragement of the cultivation of theirgrounds on the Sabbath, places

them, as regards time and the means of subsistence, la a worse condition than when
slaves, as they then had the half of the Saturday and the whole Sunday to work for
themselves. Thus is the increase of time accorded by the Abolition Law neutralized,
and the beneficent intentions of the imperial legislature evaded and defeated.

5. The frequent division of the forty and a half weekly hours of labour into five days
of eight hours, instead of four anda half of nine hours, by which, as I have shown above,
half a day in each week is lost to the negro, without any corresponding advantage to

his employer.
6.The removal of the sick from their own houses, where they have often many

comforts about them, to the hospital of the estate, a placegenerally devoid of accom~

modation, not being even provided with mattresses or palliasses, t ough the patients

he? for the greater part, accustomed to these necessaries, when in health, in their own

ouses,
7. The difficulty too often thrown in the way of apprentices who cohabit together

as man and wife, an evil unavoidable in the present backward state of negro civiliza~
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tion, living with, or visiting each other, when accidentally attached to different pro-
rties.

ee. The extravagant and unreasonable rate at which the remaining term of the
apprenticeship is valued, which does not decrease with the fall in the price of sugar,
as it in justice should. The valuation courts are composed of one special and two local
magistrates, the latter generally holders of apprentices, and interested in keeping up
a high rate of valuation; the special justice 1s in consequence constantly outvoted,
I have said above, that the proprietor is at present receiving, as the price of the six
years’ servitude of the apprentice, more than three times the whole life value ofthe
slaves; this is a matter of calculation.

  

Currency,

. £. 8. d.
Amount of compensation - - - - = - -« Sl + o
Three years and four months of the apprenticeship to run, at

3s. 4d., the present rate of valuation for each working day, 130 — ~
equal to 391.perannum - - -= - - - ~~

Two years and eight months of the apprenticeship unexpired,| 104
atthesamerate - - - - - = - - ~ 7

Value received by proprietor for the six years of the appren- 285
ticeship - - - - - - - - - - ~

Wholelite value of the slave, as appraised by commissioners in
95 - -18384 - - - 5. ee eee

Surplus in favour of proprietor - - - £./ 190 - ~ 
9. The practice of bringing apprentices accused of offences under the Abolition Act

before the special magistrates ona Saturday, in their own time, and still more, the
‘enforcing the attendance of witnesses on that day, by which they are prevented from

3.
tar

employing it in the necessary cultivation of their grounds, is also a source of complaint,
as it not unfrequently happens that the apprentice is not convicted of the alleged
offence ; it even turns out often that the charge is vexatious. Thus we have here
several innocent persons harassed by a long journey, and injured by the loss of a day,
of which they are deprived with impunity, at the caprice of an overseer, who would
not fail to bring them to trial for encroaching only five minutes on their master’s time.

10. The manner in which the manager exercises the power of detaining an alleced
offender in confinement for the space of 24 hours. The detention for that period is
only, as in England, intended to afford time to bring the accused before a magistrate
for examination, not as a mode of punishment, which the law has altogether removed
from the hands of the master. Now as it rarely happens in Jamaica that an apprentice
prisoner is brought before a special justice within 24 hours, the lawful application of
this clause, which is so often acted on, is extremely limited ; its abuse is general.

11. The illegal commitment of apprentices to the houses of correction by the local
magistrates, a practice prevalent throughout the island, though a manifest violation of
the first principle of the Abolition Law.

12, The chaining and working in the penal gang, in the same manner as convicts,
of apprentices, male and female, unconvicted of any crime, and only committed to the
house of correction as suspected deserters, who are afterwards subject to trial and
further punishment at the instance of their master. This practice seems to be the
more unjustifiable, as the utmost extent of punishment, at hard labour, is by law limited
to 14 days; whereas by this custom, though many of the individuals committed turn
out after all not to be deserters, they are often kept at hard labour for many weeks,
until it suit the convenience or caprice of the master to send for them, or of the com
mitting magistrate to discharge them, in default of claimant.

13. The chaining of females by the neck, in couples, in the houses of correction.
14. The flogging, chaining and otherwise punishing of apprentices, when imprisoned

in the houses of correction, by the local magistrates, without any reference to, or asso-
ciation with, the special justice.

The apprentices do not work voluntarily; labour cannot, at the same time, be volun-
and compulsory; nor is it in accordance with any of the ascertained motives of human

action that a society of labourers should expend their existence and their energies—in other
words, their time and labour—in the service of others, without any adequate remuneration.

4. The hours of labour on some properties are eight, on others nine. The apprentices
consider the former system one of their chief grievances, as it deprives them of half a day
in each week.

5. Task-work is not general; the apprentices manifest a decided objection to it: They
suspect that the task may, when occasion offers, be considered by their employers as a
minimum of labour for the time actually employed by them in its completion.

6. The working for wages is not very prevalent; where it does exist, the apprentices do
not usually receive from their master more than 1s. 8d. per diem, though the jobbing
employer is paid at the rate of 8s. 4d. for each able hand, This diversity of remuneration
between the master and the apprentice for the same quantity and quality of labour 1s @
sufficient explanation of the reluctance often visible in the negro to work for wages in his

owh
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own time. He is clear-sighted enough to perceive that his labour only earns for himself
half the amount that it brings to his master; and he knows this to be neither just nor

reasonable.
7, On most estates, the indulgences formerly accorded to the slave are withheld from

the apprentice—another fertile source of ill-will and discontent.
8, The free children are supported by their parents; they are not in general ill-fed, and

in this climate they require but little clothing. The antipathy, not unnatural in their cir-

cumstances, which they observe in their seniors to labour, because compulsory and unre-

quited, is inherited by them; and unless the British Government interfere, and ensure them

generally the means of suitable instruction, it will be long before they make a progress in

civilization, corresponding to, and commensurate with, the great change effected in their

social condition.
9, The means of religious instruction and general education are equivalent, in this parish,

to the wants of about one-twentieth part of the population.
10. One manumission only has taken place since my last report. I have noticed above

the present unreasonable rate of the valuations. A maximum should be established by law;

one dollar, or 4s. sterling, per,week, would, I think, be equitable as such.

11. The individuals who have purchased or otherwise obtained their discharge, in cases

where it has not been a mere transfer of services to the person advancing the purchase-

money, have not, as far as has come to my knowledge, returned to the cultivation of the

cane, or to the manufacture of sugar. Their distaste for these descriptions of labour has
been the inciting cause of the pecuniary sacrifice made by them, to which the ends, at the
existing rate of valuation, taking into consideration the approaching termination of the
apprenticeship, are entirely disproportioned.

12. The prospects of the crop in progress are very indifferent; the state of the cultivation
is, notwithstanding, good. The falling off is, therefore, to be attributed solely to the
seasons. -

13. I have already submitted several suggestions for consideration, and I could offer
a few others, but the very indifferent state of my health, and the almost total absorption of
my time by the immediate duties of my office, prevent my detailing them at present.

I have, &c.
(signed)  £d.. Dacres Baynes.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from C. B. Ricketts, Esq., Special Justice, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, Lindas District, 1 April 1837.
I nave the honour to inform you, that this district is ina state of industry and tranquillity ;

the apprentices on the estates are cheerfully engaged in the labours of the crop, but in
Lindas Vale none of the field people can be induced to work extra hours for money, although
half a dollar weekly has been offered on Worthy Park and Swansea estates. Only one
instance of a whole gang of preedials being fined in time, for insufficiency of work, has occurred
in this district during the last quarter.
With regard to the feelings subsisting between master and apprentice, much has un-

doubtedly been said, and had I not the advantage of comparing the improvements in the
social system in other West India colonies with this island, and in noticing a routine subject,
I hope to place some of its relations in a novel point of view. The Crown colonies have had
theadvantage of being in a systematic state of progressive improvement for a much longer
period than the chartered colonies; in the latter, the working population were relieved from
averyby the Abolition Act, without any preparatory measures ; the existence of a vindictive
spirit had exhibited itself in a recentrebellion, which, though partially subdued, is still kept
alive by the system now pursued, grounded on the general despair which is entertained of
the prosperity of the country after 1840.

_ The desire to make the most of the present, without considering the future result, is par-
ticularly exhibited in exorbitant valuations: at the beginning of this year an able predial
apprentice’s term of service was valued at 60 /. (deducting one-third for casualties, this sum
was left), and the valuation was calculated by weekly hours of labour ; the apprentice should
of course be entitled to the same scale of wages for extra labour, but some planters think
5d. currency a sufficient remuneration for four hours of labour to able hands, and 23d. for
the same period of time to second-rate labourers. The apprentices feel this manifest injus-
tice, and are not inclined to respect or place confidence in the authors of it.

Small as the remuneration may appear, I have always used my best endeavours to persuade
the apprentices to work for money, considering it the only manner in which a proportion
of the circulating medium can be retained by this class of the community, as, from the
eneral desire to Buy out the remaining term of their apprenticeships, the small share they
ormerly held must be rapidly diminishing. The rewards for extra labour (from inadequate
allowances) are generally consumed in purchasing the necessaries of life, and do not tend
to make up the deficiency uccasioned by parting with the savings of years; extra labour
will therefore only enable them to keep what they have already saved, but scarcely to in-
crease it.
With the small settlers these evils are magnified, and in many instances the master and

apprentice live in a state of mutual aggression; and although the absence of complaints

may lead to the supposition that perfect harmony exists between the parties, it is frequently
521, . a deceitful
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& deceitful calm; reciprocal offences may have been so repeatedly committed that both
parties are doubtful which way the scale may turn.

I conclude, then, that if the system were in any way dependent on good feelings, it would
like an ill-constructed arch, be in a tottering condition, were it not for the supports ofpenal
enactments and compulsory labour, as undoubtedly a long apprenticeship, combined with
inadequate allowances, “ has a tendency rather to repress than promote a love of industry
the apprentice being excluded from the greatest incentive to voluntary labour, namely, a
proper proportion of the fruits of his exertions;” he will therefore remain a coercedand
unwilling cultivator to the end of the system. When free from all bondage, he will most
probably reject the then obviously interested advances of those who took every advantace
of him in his state of progress to freedom. °
On the whole, therefore, although there is not more cause for ill feeling than between the

opposite grades ofsociety in any other country,yet from the systematic pursuit ofpresent
gain, without due consideration of the changes which must take place in the agricultural
system in a very few years, I do not think it progresses as it should do. The narrowpolicy
I have described will, if persisted in, have the same effect as over-taxation on the poor of
any other country ; instead of fostering industrious habits, it drives them to despair. It ig
not at all calculated to conciliate the peasantry, and consequently will not tend to advance
the future prosperity of those who employ them at present.

If I may be allowed to hazard a suggestion from the facts I have mentioned, it would be,
that, in fair justice to the apprentice, the remuneration given for extra hours of labour
should be in strict accordance with the valuations of apprenticeships.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) . B. Ricketts, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Stanley Rawlinson, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Brownstown, 31 March 1837.
Wiru reference to the circular No. 63, of 23d September, calling for the usual quarterly

report, I must with great deference refer you to my letter of the 31st December last, as it
would be exactly similar, with this difference, that complaints of proprietors and overseers
against apprentices have not averaged more than 13 per month for the last quarter; on the
part of apprentices only three.

I have, &e.
(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from 7. A. Dillon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Retirement, Great House, Parish of St. Ann, 4 April 1837.
I gave the honour to report, for his Excellency’s information, that this district continues

orderly ; that, with afew exceptions, managers and apprentices cannot possibly be on better
terms. During this month there has been but one corporal punishment, or 20 lashes, in-
flicted, and the two previous months have been, if not equally, yet creditably, exempt from
similar inflictions.

Sugars, I anticipate, in this district will be of good quality, and the crop about an average
one. Coffee has been very backward in ripening, and the curing necessarily slow ; the state
of cultivation and the present blossom promise well for next year.
Ten apprentices have purchased their freedom since my last quarterly report; the total

amounts to 449/. 19s. 9d. currency, being an average of 44/. 19s. 9d. each, or at the rate
of 14/. 19s. 11d. annually to the termination of the apprenticeship.

Ehave, &e.
(signed) T. A. Dillon, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from J. Woolfrys, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Islington, St. Ann’s, 31 March 1837.
I 3za leave to confirm my last quarterly report, under date of the 31st December last,

and to state that since that period 1 have very little to add for the information of his Excel-
lency the Governor.
The apprentices generally are behaving themselves very well.
On very few of the,properties where the apprentices ‘are subjected to petty annoyances

from their master and manager; there is not that cordial good feeling which is so essential
to the welfare and interestof both.
_ The nine hours system of labour is in operation on every property in this district, and the
intervals of relaxation as advised in my last report. Th

¢
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The task-work of 80 cane-holes is still continued on the sugar estates ; there are only
four small ones in my district.
The pimento crop will not commence till July or August next, when I have no doubt but

that the apprenticeswill again work for money-wages, at the rate of 5s. or 6s. 8d. per barrel,
which is generally performed in a day anda half or two days.
As regards indulgences during slavery, they are withheld on many of the properties, and

allowed on some. . ; ;

The condition of the free children is as stated in my last report.
No facilities are offered inmy district for education or religious instruction, except one

at Ocho Rios, lately established by the Reverend Mr. Whitehouse, Wesleyan minister; there
are no churches, and only one chapel belonging to the Baptist Society.
There is still a great desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, but to

effect this has been rendered more difficult in consequence of the advance in the price of
labour since the latter part of last year; in 1835 and part of 1836 the rate of labour was
1s. 8d. per day here, since which, and up to this period, the advance has been 50 per cent.,
and the valuations have consequently increased in a proportionate ratio ; 14 discharges have
been effected since my last report.
Of those who have purchased their exemption, some have gone into the employ of other

ersons, and others have left the district.
The weather for the last month has been exceedingly dry, and if continued will materially

affect the favourable prospect of the ensuing crop, but there appears every indication of its
raining soon.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Woolfrys, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Henry Laidlaw, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Crescent Park, St. Ann’s, 11 April 1837.
I nave the honour of transmitting to you, for the informaticn of his Excellency the

Governor, the following report on the general state of this district, for the quarter ending
on the 31st ultimo.

It has been a source of great gratification to me in all my recent reports, to bring under
his Excellency’s notice the good feeling that has lately sprung up between the employer
and apprentice in this district, which it has been an object of my most anxious solicitude
to encourage as much as possible, as premising to be eventually attended with the most
happy results, and I have now the satisfaction of stating, that this improved state of feeling
has in no respect diminished since the period of my last report. The general conduct of
the apprentices is very satisfactory, and. I beg to state, as the best test of the increase of
industrious habits among them, that, with the exception of those located on small settlements,
very few complaints have lately been preferred against them.

the labourers uniformly prefer working on the nine hours system, as they thereby secure
to themselves an additional half day for the cultivation oftheir grounds; and asI have
always considered this division of the hours of labour to be in unison with the spirit, at least,
of the Abolition Law, if not absolutely compulsory, I have endeavoured to impress on the
managers the propriety of conceding this point to the apprentices, which has accordingly
been done in this district for a considerable time past.

It has been found inconvenient to resort to task-work, from the diversity of employment
which is necessary upon pens, of which this district is almost entirely composed, and there
18 also very little occasion for extra labour beyond that provided by faw, but when required,
no difficulty has been experienced in procuring it, and the rate of hire on these occasions
varies from 2s, 1d. to 28. 6d. currency per day.

I have seen no indisposition on the part ofthe managers of the larger properties to extend
to the apprentices those indulgences not provided for by law, but which were usual in the
state of slavery; but on the smaller settlements a very different feeling prevails, and it is not
customary on these latter properties to allow either cooks or nurses for the children.
The free children are supported by their parents, but I regret to say that they are generally

brought up in idleness, and there are no means of education whatever provided for them.
he people generally are extremely anxious for religious instruction, but the provision for

that purpose in this parish is lamentably deficient.
Twelve discharges have been eflected since the period of my last report, and as the ter-

mination of the apprenticeship approaches, the people appear to be animated with an increased
anxiety to purchase their freedom.

In concluding my report, Iam happy to state that I see nothing to diminish the confidence
have frequently expressed in my former reports, as to the progressive improvement of the

people, and their eventual fitness for entire freedom.
I have, &c.

(signed) Henry Laidlaw.
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Enclosure 8, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from William Marlton, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Bishop Mount, St. Mary’s, 1 April 1837,
I mavz the honour to forward my report on the state of my district, for the quarter

ending the 31st March 1837, and to represent to your Excellency that the general conduct
of the apprentices in the district since my last report has been satisfactory to their
employers.

It is a mere matter of form on my part to go into the points required by the series of
questions on which I am instructed to report, as a transcript of my last quarterly report
contains every thing I can say on the subject calculated to throw a light upon the actual
state of the apprenticed population.
Ido not cheerve any new feature in the nature of the complaints made against the

apprentices. Desertion, trespass or petty theft, and neglect of duty, are the usual com-
plaints made, and generally against the same set of people.
The labourers work willingly, and a very good feeling exists between them and their em-

loyers, with one or two exceptions. The working hours are not regulated by the Abo-
ition Law, but a mutual understanding prevails on the properties generally, that the
apprentices have their fish and old allowances, and work a full day; it is, as a matter of
form, called the nine hours system. I consider the system called the eight hours, a delusion;
on sugar properties it is ridiculous, and the planters know it.
A sugar estate worked to advantage on the eight hours plan, without the old allowances

to the negroes, is a daily robbery of the apprentices’ time, I have found by more than two
ears’ experience, that the attempt strictly to enforce the Abolition Act in the country would
e attended with injury to both parties; all I can do is to obtain liberal allowances for the

apprentices, and make them do as much asI fairly can in return. The power placed in the
hands of a special justice is a very dangerous one, if he is inclined to abuse it for the ad-
vantage of either party, master or apprentice. The Abolition Law is so often contradictory
in its enactments that the special justices even cannot agree on many of its clauses; and I
hesitate not to say, that I look more to the happiness and comfort of the apprentices, and
the welfare of the country, than to the strict letter of the Island Law.

Task-work is not resorted to in my district, nor should I wish to see such a mode of
labour enforced by law. Where the management is good, sufficient labour is obtained from
the apprentices. Cane-hole digging may be considered, indirectly, a description of task,
but the labourers settle the point with their employers, 70 cane-holes daily being a fair and
easy day’s labour for an able person.
When the apprentices are employed in their own time, they are usually paid half a dollar

(3s. 4d. currency) for 70 holes. For mill labour 6s. 8d., 5s. and 3s. 4d. per week, accord-
ing to the size of the property, are the wages paid to the week’s spell for keeping the mill
about 18, 16 or 14 hours, as may be required, including the old allowances; the half.
Friday, or alternate Friday, out of crop season, being also allowed to the apprentices,
except on two or three properties where the people work the full five days weekly, in con-
sideration of having their free children attended by the estate’s medical gentleman, and
the mothers receiving allowances for the children. The free children are easily supported
by their parents, and the missionaries instruct them, as well as any others desirous of in-
struction, in their own time. There is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase
their discharge, but the valuation tribunal does not always award a sum to meet the views
of the apprentices. I fear there is no probability of an alteration in the mode of valuation,
which throws too much weight on the side of the proprietors. About ten valuations have
been effected since my last report: when free, the parties generally reside with those who
assisted to effect their discharge.
The season has been unusually dry; a deficiency is expected, and the crop will bea late

one; but there is no want of industry on the part of the labourers, who have readily sold
much of their time to obtain money for the purchase of provisions in consequenceof the
deficiency in their grounds. I punished eight male apprentices and one female, during the
last month, for trespasses, and sentenced all the males to be whipped.’ From peculiar local
causes in this parish, we are much subject to trespass.

Having been instructed to make any suggestions, or recommend any practical measure,
I consider it my duty to make the following observations for your Excellency’s con-
sideration.

I had the honour, in my report for the quarter ending 30th September 1836, to represent
to your Excellency the very defective state of the Abolition Law of the island. I believe
it was the intention of the British people that the special magistrates should have exclusive

jurisdiction in all matters arising out of the relation between master and apprentice, and of
any conduct on the part of the apprentice tending to injure the property of his employer.
The Right honourable Lord Glenelg, in a despatch to the Marquis of Sligo, requested his
Excellency to furnish every special magistrate in this island with a copy of a certain portion
of the despatch for the guidance of the magistrate in the execution of his duty. My object
in alluding to that despatch is to make it apply to the view which I take of certain parts of
the Abolition Acts passed in this island.

I was present, not long since, in Port Maria, when the overseer of Hopewell sugar estate,
in this parish, brought an apprenticed labourer from that property before the two sitting
magistrates in petty sessions at the court-house. The manager complained that the
apprentice had taken away canes (about five) from the mill-board. The parties hadbeet

efo
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before the special justice of the district, but he declined interfering, as a law lately passed in
the assembly made such an offence cognizable by two magistrates. The two sitting local

justices heard the case, and committed the apprentice for fifteen days to the tread-mill in

the house of correction, not being able to pay the fine under the Act. The Island Law
appears to me to have superseded theviews of the British Act. If the overseer of Hopewell
had taken the apprentice before the special justice for cutting one cane in the estate’s cane-
piece, the special justice would be authorized by the Island Acts to award a sentence, on
conviction of the trespass, of 50 stripes, or three months’ hard labour in the house of cor-
rection, because one local justice, under theTrespass Act, can take cognizance and punish;
but the Hopewell apprentice (who had been working at the sugar-mill from daylight until
ten P.M. and carried away a few canes, after grinding off, so termed) must be taken
before two local justices, as the special had no authority. The taking the canes is as much
an injury to the property as the cutting would be, and I believe the British Act intended
to give the special justice jurisdiction in both cases. I imagine, from the passing of the late
Police Act, the Act called Panton’s Act, and the Classification Act, that the British Act
has been superseded, and I have met with so many invasions of the British Act that I
consider it an imperative duty to bring it to the notice of Government. I have known
apprentices flogged by the local magistrates for offences at quarter sessions, and for which
no free man could be flogged ; I brought the same under the notice of the Marquis of Sligo.
The 18th clause of the British Act 1s rendered useless by many of the Island Acts. It
appears to me the most palpable injustice to prevent an appeal from an apprentice to a
special justice for wrong and injury done to him by a person not his employer, when the
44th clause of the Island Act authonzes the special justice to award a punishment of 50
stripes, or three months’ hard labour, for a crime or misdemeanor committed by an appren-~
ticed labourer against a person not entitled to his services. If an apprentice from Esher is
found trespassing or cutting a cane on Hopewell estate, the special justice has jurisdiction ;
but if the Hopewell manager beats or confines in the dungeon the Esher apprentice, the
special has no jurisdiction.

I never will dismiss a complaint from either party if I can possibly bring it within the
intention of the British Act, satisfied, asI am, that prompt trial and punishment is most
salutary and merciful; and that the law rights of the apprentices are best secured to them
by the decision of the special magistrate in all cases of dispute arising on the estate, in the
relation of employer and servant.

I have, &c.
(signed ) William Marlton, Special Justice,

 

Enclosure 9, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from R. Sydney Lambert, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, S. E. Division, St. Mary’s, 31 March 1837,
T wave the honour to lay before you the following report, required by your circular ofthe

23d September last (No. 63), on the state of this district, the affairs ofwhich I may confidently
assert, as respects the charge I hold, assume a favourable and improving aspect, and
although, as compared with the immediately preceding quarter, there may be found an
increase in the number of complaints, yet that fact may be traced to causes not at all
reflecting on the general body of that portion ofthe population referred to in this document,
and the examination of the periodical reports in detail, which it has been my duty to trans-
mit to your office, will show a decided improvement in the nature of the offence charged
against the many, leaving it only to the few to draw on themselves punishments of
severity.
Touching the existence of a mutual good feeling between the master and apprentice, I

may observe, that a skilful and experienced manager feels no difficulty in its establishment ;
and the fact of the accomplishment of satisfactory arrangements for the performance of
extra labour wherever they may have been proposed by the former, leads me to the con-
clusion, that were this system (as, also, that of task-work, both which are but partially
adopted at present) more generally aimed at, no opposition would be offered by the appren-
tice to the terms which now produce them wages in their own time to an amount of from
2s. 6d. to 4s. 2d. per day, and from 24d. to 5d. per hour, with the enjoyment of the old
usual allowances.
Under these circumstances, no difficulty will be found in securing the coming crops, on

which the long unprecedented prevalence of dry weather must have a disastrous effect in
respect to sugar estates, whilst, should it still continue, great apprehensions are entertained
that the coffee prospects, which are now highly satisfactory, may also considerably suffer.
The improvement in the general conduct of the apprentices has produced the natural con-

sequence in a corresponding advancement of the state of cultivation, which, notwithstanding
the extension of land so employed, is still satisfactorily carried on, as is also the working
of the uegro provision grounds, which are, without exception, in this district most assiduously
cultivated, and thereby become sources of great profit, affording ample means to the appren-
tices to purchase their discharge; to effect which a considerable desire is entertained,
though many are therefrom deterred by the high rate obtainable for their services as agricul~
tural labourers. During this quarter four persons only have effected their discharge, and
of these, the whole have devoted themselves to the cultivation of provision grounds, in which,

having a direct interest, they display no ordinary degree of industry and exertion. Unhap-
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pily, such praiseworthy example is not followed by the rising free population, who are stil]
allowed most culpably by their parents to remain in a state of total idleness; that these
habits of inactivity are encouraged by a determination on the part of the parent to prevent
the child, in his ameliorated condition of freedom, from earning his subsistence by the sweat
of his brow,I fear, admits of no doubt; and I likewise fear that endeavours other than those
of the master (too often represented by managers with by far too circumscribed powers
and too transitory a connexion with those immediately under their charge to effect any
moral improvement in the mass of the people, who look with great suspicion at overtures
coming from a source capable of deriving any advantage from the step) must be adopted to
secure the benefits of religious instruction, which, when tendered from that source, I have
known on more than one occasion to be rejected; did not this feeling of suspicion exist
much progress might be made in this last all-important subject; whereas through its influ.
ence, and the local impediments to inter-communication presented in a mountainous dis-
trict, but little increase has arisen in the ranks of those receiving the advantages of moral
and religious improvement since [ had last the honour of reporting on this subject.
The hours of labour generally adopted throughout this district are from six a. mM. to

six P. M. whereby the apprentice secures a relaxation during three hours in the middle of
the day, though on coffee properties, the daily labour of nine hours ceases at four o’clock
p.m. On only two properties is the eight hours system (or that. under which the week’s
labour is equally apportioned through the first five days) still carried into effect, one by
mutual arrangement, the apprentices receiving certain considerations as agreed on ; the other
contrary to the wishes of the apprentices; and I may in reference hereto observe, that not
only on this last-mentioned property has arisen a far more than proportionate number of the
complaints reported, but also that on all occasions the withholding of the half Friday from
the apprentices has been the primary cause to which can be traced a great majorityof the
improprieties in their conduct.

I have, &c.
(signed) RR. Sydney Lambert, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 10, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Thomas Davies, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 1 April 1837.
I seo to send you, for submission to his Excellency the Governor, my quarterly report

on the state of this district.
The conduct of the apprentices since my last return has been good.
There is not, generally, any particular want of good feeling between the apprentices and

their employers.
The apprentices are performing their work without giving much trouble.
The working hours are generally from sun-rise to sun-set, with time allowed for breakfast

and dinner; where liberal allowances are given, I think rather more work is given by the
apprentices.

ask-work is not resorted to, it has never been the custom; but neither apprentice nor
employer appears to have any objection to it.
The apprentices occasionally work for hire in their own time, and on estates generally

during crop, each estate making a separate agreement, for which time they are paid in money.
Generally there are no indulgences withheld which were usual during slavery.
The free children are in a very bad condition; they are supported by their parents;

I know of no instance of their being apprenticed.
There are no public schools, but most of the properties have a school. The attendance at

church is quite equal to the accommodation.
There is a very general desire of the apprentices to purchase their discharge, and a more

laudable one in purchasing their wives inpreference to themselves, thereby adding to their
domestic comforts ; but valuations are too high.
Those who have obtained their discharge frequently go through the country selling small

articles; others, such as are married, attend to the domestic concerns of their household.
Twelve apprentices have purchased their discharge since last report.
The crup this year will be the same as last, and the cultivation of estates pretty good.

The effective strength is falling off fast by death. By the apprentices purchasing themselves
and the children, gangs will soon cease.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Thomas Davies, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 11, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Henry Waddington, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Port Antonio, Portland, 31 March 1837.
In conformity to your Excellency’s orders, I now have the honour to transmit answers

to the series of questions contained in your circular, No. 63, and date 23 Sept. 1836.
1. The general conduct of the apprentices in this district has been orderly and good.
2. There is no want of good feeling between the apprentices and their employers. Some

3, Some
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3, Some instances occur of deficiency of labour, but there is no apparent unwillingness

to work.
4, On most properties nine hours, during which three hours are allowed for relaxation

from labour, commencing at sun-rise.
5. Task-work is not generally resorted to, but a good understanding exists respecting

the quantity of labour each should perform.
6. On some properties the apprentices work in their own time, and can earn from 3s. 4d.

to 6s. 8d. a day.
7. No indulgence is withheld.
8. The condition of the free children is extremely to be lamented, passing their time

in idleness, stealing canes, corn, fruit, &c., worrying hogs or goats, and destroying fences;
many are of an age to do light work, but this their mothers invariably oppose.

9. There are schools, but not at all well attended. The parish church is too small; it

is always crowded ; a larger church is to be erected, and a chapel is nearly completed; there

is also a Wesleyan chapel well attended.
10 and 11. There does not appear to be a general desire among the apprentices to pur-

chase their discharge; only two have done so since my report to the 31st December; many,
to my knowledge, possess the means. Of the two above mentioned, one a woman, non-
redial, lives with her brother, a freeman; the otheramale predial supports himself by

Febour. Of former discharges, one man, a carpenter, is overseer of a small property; and
another, an able man, earns a livelihood by fishing.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crop are very promising; the state of the cultivation
is beautiful, and the seasons have been very fine.

13. I have nothing particular to suggest. I have further to observe that, in this part
of Jamaica, the system is working admirably, more so than the most sanguine expectation
could have imagined.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry Waddington, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from William Ramsay, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Spanish Town, 31 March 1837.
Wira my monthly returns I beg to forward to your Excellency my general report for the

quarter ending at this date.
1. I have to inform your Excellency that the apprentices in my district have, gene~

rally speaking, conducted themselves well.
2. Wherever a want of good feeling exists between the apprentice and his employer,

I regret to be obliged to attribute it to the want of good faith on the part of the latter, pro-
ducing suspicion in the mind of the former.

3. The apprentices can hardly be expected to work cheerfully for their employers, as
their grievances are not attended to, the infirmities of the old receive no consideration, the
allowances they were accustomed to receive during slavery are altogether withheld, or made
to form question of litigation before the special justice, and when, from dry weather or other
causes, their grounds are rendered unproductive, they are prohibited from cutting wood and
grass to supply that deficiency.

4. The apprentices in my district work what is termed the nine hours system, allowing
an interval of one hour for breakfast, by which they gain every alternate Friday.

5. I am not aware that task-work is resorted to on any property in my district; it is
strictly prohibited by the 51st clause of the Abolition Law, unless sanctioned by a special
justice, and I have not been required to give my assent to such a mode of working.

6. There is only one property in my district which offers the apprentice the opportu-
nity of workin fr money-wages, it is the pen called Great Salt Ponds, under the manage-
ment of a Mr. Edward Leeson; on that property the apprentices have, by cutting wood in
their extra hours during the week, and on Fridays, received as much as from 83s. to 15s.
sterling, exclusive of the Saturday, to go to market; a convincing proof that they do and
will work cheerfully for their own benefit.

7. I have already stated that indulgences are withheld; no. property gives a weekly
allowance of salted fish, sugar or rum, or of oatmeal and flour to the sick in hospital. The
mothers of six children are not exempted from labour, and do not receive a weekly or daily
allowance, according to their respective cases, of rice, sugar, &c. Where cooks are allowed
to prepare the labourers’ meals, additional labour is exacted for the accommodation.

8. The free children are supported by their parents; I observe no sympathy for them,
or interest in their welfare; and whenever a mother neglects her work to attend to the im-
perative calls of her free infant, it forms matter of complaint before me. 1 had several
complaints of this nature during the prevalence of the measles.

9. My district affords facility for education and religious instruction, and all the places
of worship are crowded on Sunday, but they are not adequate to the population.

10. There is a great desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their discharge
when the appraised value comes within their means; I have had four appraisements since
my last report.

521, 11, Instances
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11. Instances have occurred within my knowledge where, after obtaining his discharge
the free labourer has quitted his former master, under whom he was not contented, and’at
present cultivates the soil for other proprietors.

12. The drought will, I fear, in a great measure destroy the prospect of the crop. The
apprentices complain of the state of their grounds from the want of seasons, and they appear
to dread the want of food; my attention 1s now frequently called by them to thedifficulties
which are thrown in the way of their cutting grass and wood on those properties which
profess to allowthem this mode of assisting themselves when their provisions fail; and

regret to be obliged to state, that it appears to me, as the time of freedom draws nearer, the
apprentices are less conciliated, although a contrary course ought, in common sense,to be
adopted.

13. I recommend that the women be all released from their apprenticeship in August
1838, as the only chance of raising the free black infants; that the general magistrates be
restrained in their authority over apprentices committed to the house of correction by special
justices, as I have represented abuses committed by them; and lastly, that the eight hours

. system be altogether abandoned, as it fritters away the time of the apprentices, and precludes
eir enjoying any half Friday.

T have, &c.
(signed) William Ramsay, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 13, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from George Ouseley Higgins, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Spanish Town, 2 April 1837.

Ir affords me great pleasure to be able to state to you, for his Excellency’s information,
that the conduct during the last quarter of the apprenticed labourers throughout this district
has been most satisfactory, no alteration having taken place in their behaviour since I had
the honour to forward my report, on the same subject, of the 9th January.
On the greater number of estates in the district during the last three months, I have had

scarcely one complaint, and on those on which there have been complaints, none were of a
serious nature.
The apprentices work extra time cheerfully when required to do so, and at moderate

rates ; and I am not aware ofany property where they have refused to do so.
The crop has commenced throughout the district, and will, I think, present a very grati-

fying return. The prospects, also, for next year are as flattering as can reasonably be
expected.

hilst I am able thus to bear testimony to the general good conduct of the negroes,
I have much satisfaction, also, in having it in my power to commend the proprietors and
managersgenerally, for conducting themselves towards their apprentices in a kinder and
more conciliatory manner. Some of the subordinate planters, it is true, still cling to the
old system, and cannot divest themselves of their former prejudices towards the negroes;
they at present, however, I am happy to say, compose but a small section of the general
body of planters of this district.

I have, &e.
(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins.

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas M. Oliver, Esq., Special Justice, to Richard Hill, Esq.

Sir, Hertford, 31 March 1837.
I nave the honour of transmitting my return, for the information of his Excellency the

Governor; at the same time to report that every thing in the district appears to be well
conducted, both as to the management of the estates and the kind treatment of the appren-
tices, who, generally speaking, conduct themselves very well; the dry state of the weather
is somewhat against the present young plant, though favourable for the taking off the
remainder of the crop,which is considered rather good, and, provided we shortly get season-
able rain, there is every appearance of an averagecrop next year.

ave, &c. .
(signed) Thomas M. Oliver, Special Justice.

Answers to the 13 Questions.
Goop.

- None whatever that I am acquainted with.
. Generally speaking, they do.
. Usually nine hours, allowing one for breakfast, and two for dinner-time.
. On some estates they work task by the wish of the apprentices.
. On many and most’ estates they work for hire, if required, at the rate of 2s. 6d.

and 3s. 4d. per diem.
7. 1am not aware of any, not having any complaint made.

Q
e
p
a
w
e

8. Good
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3. Good; on some properties they receive the same allowances and medical attendance
as heretofore.

 

. Males, |Females. Total.

9, Maning’s free school, Rev. D. Fidler: — —

On the foundation - - - - - -| 55 40 95

Not on the foundation 7“ -© = = =] 64 31 95

School at parish church, open Wednesday, Saturday
and Sunday; James Campbell catechist - -| 56 69 125

At Carrowena estate, James Shepperd - - -j| 938 697} 241
Adults - - 5 8 ee ef 5 4f

Shepperd’s private school - - - - -!| 16 7 23

Mesopotamia estate, newly opened.

10. Not so many as formerly; only one since last report.

31. Principally domestics. a

12. The general appearance is good, also cultivation; and the season remarkably fine
for the taking off the crop.

13. None. (signed) Thomas M. Oliver, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 15, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Daniel W. Kelly, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Parish of Westmoreland, Mt. Edgecombe Pen,
Sir, Robin’s River, P. O., 31 March 1837.

I nave the honour to report that, since my last quarterly return, the apprentices in this
district have in most places been conducting themselves well, and are at present giving
much satisfaction to their several employers.
In general, the working hours are nine per day, the apprentice getting the usual time for

breakfast and dinner. On some sugar properties the apprentices work in spells, eight
hours each.

I am of opinion that the apprentices are every day getting more inclined to work for hire ;
the general rate of hire is from 1s. 8d. to 3s. 4d. and 2s. 6d. per day.
On most properties the apprentices receive the same indulgences as formerly, such as

fish, salt and grass for their stocks.
With regard to the free children, I think most of them are brought up in idleness; this,

perhaps, is much to be attributed to the limited means of receiving instruction. The prin-
cipal school in this district is established at Hopeton Pen, Mr. Scott proprietor.
The accommodation at the several churches is not at all equal to the attendance.
There is not such a desire now on the part of the apprentices to purchase their freedom

as some months ago ; those who have obtained their freedom in general either hire themselves,
or purchase grounds to work on.
The prospects for the ensuing crops are very favourable, and on the sugar estates in this

district there will be an increase of produce from the last returns; the season has been very
favourable for the taking off the present crops.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Daniel W. Kelly, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 16, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from E. D. Philp, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Westmoreland, 4 April 1837.
I nave the honour of transmitting for your Excellency’s information, in reply to the

several lusstions from No. 1 to 13, as required by your Excellency:
ood.

- I know of none.
3. They work willingly aud cheerfully.
4. The nine hours system, allowing one hour for breakfast and two for dinner.
6. Frequent, and encouraged generally by their masters.

7
8

wo
~
~

.

Usual, the apprentices receiving at the rate of 2s. 1d. to 3s. 9d. per diem.
- Lam not aware of any.
- On almost all the estates they are supplied as before, and medical attendance found

9. Four schools, and as many places for divine worship.
10. Yes, seventeen.
11. I know not.
12, Good; cultivation good ; season dry.
13. None.

T have, &c.

(signed) E. D. Philp, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 17, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from W. Bedford, Esq.

Sir, Fair Prospect, St. David’s, 22 Jan. 1837,
T nave the honour to forward the duplicate of my reports.
It is with pleasure I have the honour to inform you, that the conduct of the apprentices

particularly on the sugar estates, has much improved since my last report, and that
arrangements have been generally entered into between the masters and apprentices for
taking off the ensuing sugar crop.
The working hours on the coffee properties is generally the nine hours system, with an

interval of one hour for breakfast; on the sugar estates the apprentices generally work by
agreement.
The apprentices do not generally work in their own time for hire.
The condition of the free children in the mountains is not generally good; theparents

show an indisposition to send them to school ; it is much better on the sugar estates,
I believe the allowances seryed to the apprentices in the mountains are not the same as

formerly on some properties’; on the sugar estates it is a matter of agreement between the
masters and themselves.

No apprentices have purchased theirdischarge since my last report.
The coffee crop in this district, I believe, willbeshort; sugar crop will be as good or better

than last year.
T have, &c.

(signed) W. Bedford.
 

Enclosure 18, in No. 575.

Copy ofa LETTER from Geo. Gordon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Clarendon, Upper District, 4 April 1837,

Ir is with much gratification that I am again enabled to report, for the information of his
Excellency the Governor, of the orderly and continued good conduct of the labouring popu-
lation in this district, an excellent understanding continues to exist between them and their
employers.

he erops are far advanced, but they will, I am sorry to say, be very much curtailed from
the effects of the late severe drought.
The eight hours system is at present universally adopted on estates (being crop-time), and

extra labour is paid for at the rate of 10d. for every eight hours, with all the usual indul-
gences gf former times, which, I am happy to say, in this district have never been
withheld.

I regret being unable to report favourably of the moral condition of the free children; this
evil is greatly to be attributed to the carelessness and indifference shown by the parents,
There appears to be no great desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their dis-
charge, as only one valuation has taken place since my report. I have no suggestion
or any practical measure at present to recommend.

I have, &e.
(signed) Geo. Gordon, Special Justice,
 

Enclosure 19, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from James Kennet Dawson, Esq. Stipendiary Special Justice.
Sir, Clarendon, 3 April 1837.

Ir is with the highest satisfaction I have the honour to report, that the conduct of the
apprentices in this district has greatly improved, and that a mutual good feeling between
them and their managers is nearly re-established. The natural consequence is, that the estate’s
labour is performed more cheerfully ; there has been no alteration in the working hours, or
in the time allotted for relaxation.
Task-work is more general, which has caused a great diminution of complaints, and is

found beneficial to all parties, It is worthy of remark, that there is not a single apprentice
attached to this district now undergoing punishment in any house of correction; nor has
there been occasion to make use of corporal punishment during the last month. 1 am sorry
to add, that the stealing of horses and produce, the killing of cattle and sheep, is very
revalent.

P The tradesmen on sugar estates, as well as those on coffee plantations, work for wages,
and are paid in money at the rate of 2s. 6d. to 4s. 2d. per dav. It is not usual for field
labourers to work for hire in their own time, except in cleaning coffee, as stated in my last
report.
None of the former indulgences have been withheld.
The condition of the free children is deplorable, and they are supported partly by plunder,

and partly at the expense of the estates. .
No additional facilities have been afforded for religious and moral instruction. There is

a much greater desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their discharge, nine having
done so during the last three months. This is much retarded by the apprentices demanding
high wages when employed in their own time, which causes the proprietors to value thema

. asimilar
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a similar rate, and brings the valuation frequently to an enormous sum; as the law now

stands, there is no remedy for the evil, and evil itis of the greatest magnitude, andwill

tend greatly, if not checked, to prevent the cultivation of properties after the term of the

ap renticeship.
f would therefore suggest, that an enactment be passed, forming a scale of wages

according to the several employments of each labourer; and that it be imperative upon the

magistrates to deductone-third or more for contingencies, according to the age and health

of the apprentice. The special magistrate has no power at present, should he consider the

valuation given bywitnesses exorbitant, to diminish the amount, and the apprentice, not

being able to come forward with the money, is left without remedy.

Anothersuggestion I would make is, that some alteration be made in the 49th clause of

the Abolition Act, which does not give jurisdiction to the special magistrates of punish-

ing, in a summary manner, any other than the person entitled to the service of the

apprenticed labourer for any wrong or injury done, although the 42d clause gives the power

to other than the master to seek redress against the apprentice to whose services he is not

entitled.
It is impossible, at this early part of the season, to form an accurate idea of the prospects

for next year’s sugar crop; but those for the coffee are very flattering.
Owing to the long drought, and the apprentices greatly neglecting their grounds, there

is every expectation that a general scarcity of provisions will ensue in this district.

signed). James Kennet Dawson, Stipendiary Special Justice.$s P YP

 

Enclosure 20, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Philip O'Reilly, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Chapelton, Clarendon, 3 April 1837.
I sE@ leave to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that the short
riod| have held the commission precludes the possibility of my giving any accurate

information on the state of my district. I may, however, observe, that the general conduct
ofthe apprentices appears quiet and orderly, with the exception of one or two estates, on
which a misunderstanding seems to exist, and for which I cannot at present account;
but 1 beg leave to assure his Excellency, that no endeavours on my part shall be wanting
to restore confidence and good feeling between master and apprentice.

I have, &e.
(signed) § Philip O’Reilly, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 21, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from C. Hawhins, Esq., Special Justice.

Sir, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. O., 31 March 1837.
In compliance with his Excellency’s circular of the 23d September, (No. 63), directin:

the special magistrates to send a quarterly report of the state of their districts, I herewit.
enclose for his Excellency the answers to the questions as ordered.

1, The general conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report is, that
they are conducting themselves peaceably, orderly and quietly.

2. The feeling that exists between master and apprentice is king, considerate and attentive
on the part of the master, and obedient on the part of the apprentice.

3. The apprentices are working willingly intaking offthe crop, and on all the estates they
are working for hire in their extra hours; on several estates they are making from 14 to 16
hogsheads per week, and of a very fine quality.

- 4. The hours for working in my district is the nine hours system out of crop, butin crop
they generally work the eight hours in the mill and boiling-house, and paid for their extra
hours; the cane-cutters are paid for their Fridays, at the rate of 2s. 6d. first gang, and
1s. 8d. second.

5. Task-work is only made use of in crop-time, and when the apprentices are called up
before the special magistrate to ascertain if they agree to the terms offered. In diggin
cane-holes, a quantity is given for the sum mentioned ; they prefer having task-work, which
1s often accomplished by one or two o’clock in the day ; the masters wish to pay the watch-
men for watching by night, instead of giving them days in lieu, and the generality of them

e money.
6. The apprentices in this district are most anxious to work for hire, with the exception of

Braco estate, which wes reported to me on my arrival as the worst disposed in the parish,
and I am sorry to say that they still remain so. I have, in conjunction with George
Marrett, esq., the attorney, tried every means to bring them into a different manner of
conduct with but little effect. The wages given for hire in extra time is, viz. head

people 2s. 6d., mill-house and boiling-house, 1s. 8d., cane-carriers 1s. 8d., green trash
Carriers 1s. 8d., dry trash carriers 1s.3d., boy 10d., and the cane-cutters in the field
28. 6d., for their Friday; the apprentices work alternate Fridays for their master during
Op.
7. Indulgences are not withheld in general; and on those estates which have done so,

Mework is not so cheerfully done as on those who still give the same allowance as formerly,
21, when
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when slaves; on the estates of Messrs. Marrett and Miller the old allowance has been con-
tinued, and the free children received last Christmas the same allowance as the young
apprentices did; and I have great pleasure in mentioning, that those gentlemen’s estates
are making excellent weeks’ work, with but few complaints; I consider that stopping their

old allowance of salt fish is most injurious to those estates who have so done, and the
people do not work with the same energy.

8. The condition of the free children is very bad, their parents not bringing them to any
kind of industry; nor will they place them out so as they may be maintained, but employ
them in attending on themselves ; and in case of sickness, were it not for the kindness of
their former masters, in allowing them into the hot-houses, and the medical gentlemen
attending them (although not paid), a dreadful mortality must ensue; and seldom can the
mothers be got to repay the days allowed them while nursing their free children after they
are recovered.

9. There is a branch school at Rio Bueno, and I have been informed by the Honourable
W. Frater that a schoolmaster has arrived from Kingston to taxe charge of it. There are
about 40 young children under tuition, but at present it is in want of books, &c., which I
understand has been applied for to the Lord Bishop; no other of any consequence is in my
district at present. G. Marrett, esq. intends having a school near the church now erecting
on Swanswick estate as soon as possible, the place being central; I trust it will be a benefit
to all classes, and one much wanted in the Windward district of this parish. The attendance
at church and places of divine worship by the apprentices in my district is most exem-
plary; and as soon as the present church and chapels are finished, there will be ample
accommodation for all and every denomination of religious worship.

10. I have not had of late so many applications from apprentices to purchase their dis-
charge as formerly. None have paid their valuations since my last return.

11. I have not been enabled to ascertain exactly how those apprentices employ them-
selves after receiving their discharge from servitude. Some that have remained on the

estates they formerly belonged to, are hired at liberal wages, and are doing extremely
well,

12. The prospect of the present crop, I rather think, will be short, which can only be
attributed to the excessive dry weather we have had for these last two months, with the
exception of some rain last week, and which did but little good, the weather setting in again
dry. The canes are very dry, and the grass-pieces completely burnt up, and on several pro-
perties little or no water for the cattle; that it was impossible to stop cutting canes to enable
them to feed their cattle. There is a large field in for the next year, but the drought has
been most injurious to the young plant; had the seasons been at all favourable, I have no
doubt but an average crop of last year would have been taken off.

13. I should recommend that the parents of the free children be compelled to bring them
up in habits of industry.

(signed) C. Hawhins, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 22, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from S. Pryce, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Trelawny, Jamaica, 31 March 1837.
In conformity with the instructions of his Excellency the Governor, I have the honour to

report that this district continues to remain tranquil and orderly.
The apprentices generally are doing their duty every where, I believe, very satisfactorily,

andworking extra time cheerfully in crop for a reasonable monetary hire; and I am happy
to report that the mills are all about, and that the manufacture of sugar is going on very
satisfactorily on every estate (35) in this district. .
The produce is of a very superior quality; but there is a falling off in the planter’s esti-

mates, arising from the extreme drought and a series of dry years in Trelawny, which re-
quires a great deal of moisture to ensure good returns. .

In consequence of the want of seasons, this and the next year’s crops will suffer consider-
ably, notwithstanding the manifest increased exertions of all parties. .

here is almost a total absence of complaints against the managers, and but few this
quarter against the apprentices. On only two estates, Lansguenet and Peru, have the
apprentices beenalittle disorderly, but were soon brought toa sense of their duty, and are
now going on well.
Amongst themselves there are numerous complaints from private quarrels, petty thefts,

and the plunder of each other’s provision grounds; and I respectfully submit to his Excel-
lency the Governor the expediency of a more implicit law for the protection of the moun-
tain grounds of the apprentices, which, in this parish, though abundant in quantity and
quality, are, in most instances, very distant from the estates. .

Assuring his Excellency of my undiminished exertions for the welfare of the apprentices
and the district,

I have, &e.

(signed) S. Pryce, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 23, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER fromJoseph Rawlins Thomas, Esq., Special Justice, to

. H Darling, Esq.

Sir, Falmouth, Trelawny, 4 April 1837.

I nave the honour to transmit to you, according to the instructions of his Excellency

the Governor, my quarterly and monthly returns, ending 31st March, last month; and I

sincerely hope each document will meet his Excellency’s expectations and wishes.

It affords me considerable satisfaction and gratification, the power of reporting most

favourably to his Excellenc the Governor, the continued and uninterrupted good conduct

of the apprentices delegated to my charge in the Falmouth district; also, that the most cor-

dial feeling continues to discover itself between the apprentice and his employer; the

labourer performing his work willingly, though requiring the superintendence, at all

moments, of the employer’s eye or that of his deputy, and this owing to the innate propensity

of the negro to laziness. The working hours generally observed—I may say universally—

in this district are in the nine hour system in the field; relaxation from labour being half”an

hour for breakfast and one hour for dinner. At the works, some estates work the spell; but

on the same system, nine hours’ task-work are frequently resorted to in this district, and where

not, the objection is, most unreasonably, on the part of the apprentice. Money-wages arc

generally, very generally, sought after by the apprentices, the average of which is 24d.

per hour to the great gang (I had men receiving perquisites additional), and 2d. to the

second gang per hour.
In justice, m common justice, to the proprietor and every his representative on the estates

within the Falmouth district, I am bound to say that the staple indulgences usually allowed

during slavery are still freel dispensed, and when circumscribed, the cause is the absolute

poverty of the property. O the condition of the free children, I hear no moving represen-

tation about them ; and they still continue under the fostering care of the property to which’

their parents are attached. This town and district generally afford ample facilities for educa-

tion and religious instruction, and the accommodation at church and in the schools is equal

to the congregation at either, so far as my means of observation and general report admit

me to decide. There certainly appears an increasing desire among the apprentices to pur-

chase the remaining term of their apprenticeship, particularly among the class of non-

predials. The number of valuations since my last report for month of February have been

17, discharges 10. The apprentices thus manumitting themselves betake to their accus-

tomed trade, having articled themselves to fresh masters, who have afforded them the means

of paying the amount of valuation. The prospect of the ensuing crop, I am sorry to say, is

most sombre, owing to the long serious drought, which will cause a full falling off of one-

third, compared with the shurt crop of last year; the produce, however, is universally of

the very best quality. Cultivation has throughout been ahead, and considerably so of the last

year; and seasons have been alone wanting to grant a splendid and most abundant return

from the soil.
Deeply and sincerely interested as I profess myself, and do most religiously feel, in the

well, most successful working and result of this portentous measure of projected emanci-

pation, I would only venture to suggest universal and unerring enforcement of that law

which is intended to secure the rights of the master and apprentice. 1 would recommend

(with the utmost most humble deference and respect to that law and the framers of it) only

one or two points, namely, the competent, indefatigable master of the soil, superintendent of

every minutiz of work on the estate under his charge, encouraging, by observance, the good

and deserving apprentice in the fullest extent; 2dly, the marked support of the faithful and

exemplary constable and head man; 3dly, uniform unflinching discipline with the ungrateful

and lawless apprentice, against that code which is framed for his present, and intended for

his future, happiness and welfare.
In so long a communication, and touching a subject which I can only say occupies no less

than my most sacred thoughts and feelings, I am sure many errors, in various ways, must

discover themselves, and I must pray his Excellency’s excuse for them.
I have, &c.

(signed) Joseph Rawlins Thomas, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 24, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Edmund B. Lyon, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Blue Mountain District, St. Thomas in the East,

Sir, 25 March 1837.

From the commencement of the apprenticeship Ihave been anxiously and unremittingly

watching the development and the beneficial progress of freedom. In superintending the

administration of the Abolition Law in this district, during a period of more than two years

and a half, I have had the gratification in each quarter to report favourably of the conduct

ofthe apprentices, to speak well of the condition of the estates, and, in announcing that

crime had decreased, to represent that the decorum of social life was daily being better under-

stood and observed by the labouring population, and that the example of those who were re-

leased by purchase from theirapprenticeship was likely to have a beneficial influence upon

the habits and feelings of the remaining bond-servants. 0

52t, . n

JAMAICA.

Enclosure ~3,
in No. 575-

Enclosure 24,
in No. 575+



TAMAICA.,
ee

Enclosure 25,
in No. 575.

Enclosure 26,
in No, 575.

Enclosure 27,
in No. $75.

328 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

On this, the last opportunity afforded me of reporting the state of this district, and the
condition of the peasantry (iny services being transferred by his Excellency’s command toa
distant part of the island), I am happy that I am enabled to repeat what on so man occa.
sions I have had the pleasing satisfaction of detailing by a reference to facts; that the con.
duct of the apprentices and the condition of the plantations continue satisfactory. the
number of offences against the provisions of the Abolition Act having diminished toa degree
hardly possible to admit of further reduction. The few cases that do-occur are chiefly of the
most trifling description, and such as happen among agrarian labourers in the most favoured
nation of the world.

I confidently hope that the habits of industry and decorum, which have conduced to so
favourable a state of things among the working classes of this district, founded as they are
upon an increase of religious knowledge, are too firmly rooted to admit of the possibility of
disorganization or rupture; and that they with whom, and for whom, I have so long and so
anxiously laboured may live to enjoy, and by their conduct to promote, a happy and pros-
perous condition of society on the termination of the apprenticeship in 1840.

; I have, &c.
(signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 25, in No. 575.
Copy of a LETTER from D. Ewart, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling,Esq.
Sir, Morant Bay, 12 April 1837.

In my last quarterly report I had the satisfaction to transmit a favourable account of the
conduct of the apprentices, and of the good feeling which prevailed between them and their
employers. In this report I have nothing to add which could further illustrate the topics on
which I have already reported.

I have, &c.
(signed) D. Ewart, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 26, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from Thomas J. Baines, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Retreat, St. Thomas in the East,
Sir, . Port Morant and Rocky Point District, 1 April 1837.

In making my quarterly report for the information of his Excellency the Governor, I have
nothing of moment to communicate. My district remains in nearly the same state as when
Thad last the honour of making my periodical report. The crops are being taken off
without any difficulty, and a mutual good understanding exists between the master and the
apprentice, as is evinced by my not having been called upon to sanction any agreement
between the parties; last year every estate was bound under a written agreement signed
by the special justice. Religious instruction remains in the same state, and I again beg to
express my hope that a place of worship might be erected at Port Morant; it would be of
infinite advantage to the apprentices and the established church, The long dry weather
has much injured the canes and plants, which it is feared will make the exports this year
and next short. Cattle have also suffered from the same cause. I have taken the first
necessary step according to the Classification Act, and hope to finish my labours this month.
Crime is much the sameas in my last report. Runaways, and injury to the properties from
neglect of duty on the part of watchmen and cattle men, are the principal cases brought for
adjudication. A steam-engine is coming out to this estute (Retreat), which evinces confi-
dence. I find no great wish in this district to purchase the remaining period of the appren-
ticeship term.

I have, &e.
(signed) § Thos. J. Baines, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 27, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from R. Chamberlaine, jun., Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

St. Thomas in the East, Manchioncal District
May it please your Excellency, 10 January 1837. .

So little time has elapsed since my removal from Clarendon, that the present report will
not embrace that particular information respecting the working of the apprenticeship in this
district, which is only to be acquired by experience and observation.
As far as time and opportunities have permitted me to judge, the apprentices of Man-

chioneal are in general well conducted, but there does not seem to exist much confidence
between master and labourer; the distrust and suspicion of the latter, and strong preju-
dices ofthe former (engendered by slavery), it will require the soothing hand oftime thoroughly
to eradicate. I grieve to state, however, that the improvement in the feelings and habits
of the employers is not so proportioned to the alteration of the times as might have been
expected. It is difficult to efface the recollection of their former undisputed power, and
extensive exercise of authority; hence the magistrate has innumerable obstacles to contend
with whilst engaged in the faithful performance of his duties. The
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The Abolition Act being every day better understood by the apprentices, and finding that
industry is strictly enjoined, and that exemption from labour forms no part of its concessions,

their work is willingly and cheerfully performed. It is no uncommon circumstance for

apprentices to offer, voluntarily, to make up deficiency of work rather than be taken before

the magistrate, where they have been reasonably convinced by their employers that a fair

roportion has not been performed. _ ; ; .

The alacrity and industry with which the apprentice labours for himself in his own time,

and when less exertion wouldsuffice for his sustenance (if not burthenedwith the support

of a family) speaks favourably for his future industrious employment. In this district they
work willingly for hire in their own time, and are by no means unreasonable in the wages

demanded. ‘They are employed on the estates, with one or two exceptions, five days of the

week all through the year, for the benefit of the proprietors, and are engaged at work

during crop-time (a very irregular season in this district) between 50 and 60 hours per week ;

on other occasions not less than 45 hours per week ; for this they receive the “ usual indul-

gences ” of slavery, viz. salt food, kc. They have of late evinced a disinclination to resume

this agreement on. several estates; my own opinion is, that the equivalent is quite inadequate

to the sacrifice of time made by the labourers.
The state of the free children is very lamentable; the parents support themselves and

children with but one day’s labour per week (all the spare time they have, except the hours
of relaxation from work). It is deplorable to relate that, with a population of nearly 5,000

apprentices, there is not a single school for the education of the free children in the district

of Manchioneal. oo

Sanguine expectations are entertained of a good crop; the general state of cultivation is
forward and promising, and the seasons have been favourable for the agricultural interests.

I have, &c. . ;
(signed) R. Chamberlaine, jun., Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 28, in No. 575.

Cory ofa LETTER from R. Chamberlaine, jun., Esq., Special Justice, to RichardHill, Esq.

Sir, Manchioneal, St. Thomas in the East, April 1837.
I necRet that a more intimate acquaintance with the working of the apprenticeship in

this district does not enable me to send forward a favourable report of the system pursued
by those to whom, in a great degree, is confided the direc-ion of this magnificent measure,
and upon whose skilful and liberal managementmainly depends its successful operation.
One of the great errors into which the gentry of the country have fallen is the pre-

posterous idea that this probationary state was established for the exclusive advantage of
the proprietary, and as part of the ransom for the emancipation of the slaves; its paramount
importance as a preparatory system for elevating the former serf, and instructing him in
moral duties, and in the obligations of freedom, has been rendered of secondary considera-
tion. The sole object of the master’s deliberations is the increase of his crops, and the
furtherance of his pecuniary resources. The moral or intellectual welfare of the people,
chiefly intended to be benefited by the abolition of slavery, must give way to this selfish
consideration. The special magistrate can expect to succeed with, and receive co-operation
from, the master, only when he renders himself an object of terror to the apprentices; any
manifestations of confidence in his impartial administration on thepart of the people sub-
jects him to the clamorous opposition and abuse of the managers. ‘The feelings of these do
not keep pace with the improved and improving aspect of society. Hitherto accustomed to
manage by fear and coercion, it is difficult to reason them into the belief, that, according
to the known constitution of man, the greatest security consists in attaching him by conci-
liation and regard. The honourable few who adopt this wise mode of management derive

present advantage in the quiet and industry of their people, and will reap the greater
enefit of securing their services in the cultivation of their estates under unrestricted freedom.
Most of the present managers required themselves an apprenticeship to prepare them for
the management of freemen.
_ The “ indulgences of slavery,” such allowances as were considered necessary to assist
in the support of the slaves, those they had been accustomed to receive from time imme~
morial, which universal custom had sanctioned as a@ necessary maintenance, and to which
the people conceived they had a prescriptive right, were on most properties withdrawn,
unless the apprentice consented to give up, in return for their continuance, an exorbitant
portion of the additional time granted by the Abolition Act. This they could ill afford to
do, from the maintenance of all their children under six years of age, on the 1st of August
1834, being thrown on them, and the increased wants which an improved condition called
into existence. The extent to which this payment in labour has been demanded will be
made manifest when I state, that in too many instances is charged, as a set-off, the time
lost to the master’s service by a parent while engaged inperformingthe natural obligations
she owes to her infant, or in ministering to the necessities of her sick children.
The system pursued in this district heretofore in this respect was intolerable. The accom-

panying scale of comparative advantages will show that this description is not exaggerated ;
that if, to enable the mothers of children to do as much work as those differently circum-
stanced, a nurse was allowed to attend on the infants during the performance of field tabour,
the apprentices generally were required to sacrifice a portion of their time in return for this
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indulgence. Such practices cannot be in accordance with the spirit of the Abolition Act
which was intended to ameliorate the condition and extend the liberty of the subject, If
the apprentice’s feelings as a man prompts him to resist, by word or deed, these tyrannical
invasions on his common rights, he is accused of insubordination and rebellion, and the
district in which the magistrate refuses to sanction the perpetration of these or similar
outrages is declared to be in a state of confusion and anarchy. To tolerate such a system
would be to render the apprenticeship superior to slavery, only in the respect of punishment
being taken out of the hands of the capricious manager.

Difficult as it comes on the parents to support their children, they have, in few or no
instances, acceded to the terms of the master to assist them in consideration of a return in
labour, either on the part of the parents, or of those children old enough to perform certain
portions of the duties of plantations, This disinclination proceeds from distrust and
suspicion, the indulgences of slavery being continued at a heavy cost to the apprentice,
The time in which a parent is occupied in performing natural and indispensable dutiesbeing
required to be paid tr in extra labour, the apprentice naturally conceives that allproposi-
tions of this kind emanating from the manager are dictated by motives of personal
advantage. It would be a hard matter to convince him that they are the result of disin-
terested kindness, or are based on equitableprinciples.

It is a subject for congratulation that the people will work for wages in any extra time
they may have beyond what is necessary for the cultivation of their grounds.

n this populous district, except the limited assistance received from the missionaries,
there is not one establishment for the instruction of the apprentices; those enjoying the
advantage of this assistance make a wonderful proficiency, and are generally the best-con-
ducted people. Since my appointment to this district, none such have been charged with
offences requiring punishment, nor has one apprentice from Manchioneal been sent to the
superior courts.

he precarious nature of slavery, its existence being held together by ties at variance with
the first principles ofcivil polity, renders it at all times a dangerous and uncertain institution,
One ofthe great advantages of its abolition in these islands is already manifest in the great
increase in the value of property within the last few years. With all the facilities which
these mountains afford for the perpetration of unlawful designs, travelling by day or
night is done with the most perfect security, and it is a rare occurrence to hear of acts of
lawless aggression or violence.
The great respect which the apprentices evince for law, and the influence which it has

over him, augur favourably; theymanifest an anxiety to be informed on their legal obligations,
and study to regulate their conduct in conformity therewith. The intelligent man who
displays this feeling, is necessarily obnoxious to the employer, and the acme of an appren-
tice’s delinquencies consists in being a “ lawyer.”

It is reduced to an axiom, that the women have always been the most turbulent and
refractory; the substitution of the tread-wheel and solitary confinement for corporal
punishment has been attended with the most beneficial results; the abolition of this latter
punishment in the case of males must be attended with similar success. My own experience
confirms me in its inutility; the other modes of punishment are more efficacious, because
attended with less permanent degradation, and consequent despondency and recklessness.
The oppressive system of locking up sick persons in the hospitals on estates is generally

resorted to in this district; any remonstrance with the managers against this unjust pro-
cedure produces the reply, that it is a sanatory restraint desired by the medical attendants.
It is little less than an unnecessary and unjust confinement of persons whose diseases or
infirmities entitle them to far different and more lenient consideration.

For the credit of the apprentices of this district, I cannot help repeating, that not one of
them has been sent to the superior courts since my administration; the offences are chiefly
of a venial nature, and occur m all human societies.
The condition ofjobbing gangs alluded to in the Abolition Act as “unattached predials,”

is in general hard and miserable, requiredfrequently to work at a distance from home; they
are compulsory wanderers, deriving time scarcely sufficient to support their physical
necessities. The Saturday is employed in cultivating and collecting provisions for the suste-
nance of themselves andchildren for the first five days of the week, during which they are
worked at a distance from their homes; they are strangers to domestic comforts, and theirs
is only the life of mechanical drudges.
A long drought has retarded the progress of the manufacture of sugar in this district,

and few plants have been established for the ensuing crops. The returns from this quarter
for the present year will be better than the last.

I cannot conclude this report without alluding to the condition of the infirm and aged
people who will become free as non-predials in 1838; worn out in the service of their
masters, they have not been enabled to lay by a competency to support them in the winter
of their days ; they will be rendered homeless, and their situation forces itself on the humane
consideration of the Government. Some legislative provision must be made for these people,
many of whom are helpless, and no longer able to toil for their support, and cannot be
reduced to the precarious alternative of seeking eleemosynary aid.

I have, &e.

(signed) RR. Chamberlaine, jun., Special Justice.

 

MEMORANDUM
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MEMORANDUM of Exrra ALLOWANCE formerly granted to Staves, say to a Gang of 100;

with a comparative view of Labour which ought to be returned, if continued, to Apprentices and

Free Children under Six Years of Age; say to—
  

 

£. 8. d. £ os. d.

g4 barrels herrings, at 33 s. currency 56 13 4| By the hire of 35 able people for

300 gallons rum + 35 -{ 15 - - 52 half days, once a week, or 26] 73 - —

10 cwt. sugar - Ont . ' -f 15 - = whole days, at1s.8d. - -J

stra allowance of Osnaburghs to : 7 .

Baw head people, domestics, sol 3-- Bythe hire of20second clasedito,| 20 16 8

42 yards, at 10d, - Le -| "

Half a dozen head people’s hats = - 4 ~ -| By the hire of 12 grass gang and 6 5 -

a5 yards check ~- - - - 112 = cutters, at 5d. - - -

Four great coats or coatees - + §- 7

100 caps i ‘ 7 - 8 7 3 - Suprosep NUMBER aT WoRK.

One tierce fine salt + - - - : :

benal =| 2 = >| Begspeer il
Medical attendance on 12 infants,] o'clock A a un eight P.M

supposed number under six years 307 seven extra hours a day for five
of age, at 58 = -J months, or 20 weeks of five days 84 ~ -

oedae ignursesitting down in} 713 4 is 700 ‘hours, or 774 days“of
931 days :

Feld attending infants -f 1915 — nine hours, at 1s. 8d. + =

Probability of 12 infants beingsick, | By hire of three dry trash carriers,

one for 100 days, and mother 8 6 8 and one child cleaning the mill- 1430- -

attending, at 1s. 8d. - -f bed for the same time, at 10d, -

g ne at cro :

Trenaene at‘Cheistmas Pt 27 - —| By balance in favour of the negroes} 2 8 8

Two dozen port wine - - - 315 - N. B.— Boiler-men and distillers,

Hot liquor from coppers, and canes] who work continually, to be paid

from mill, to one-third hogshead/ - —| extra.

of sugar at least =~ - -|

£.).199 10 4 £.| 199 10 4    
 

 

Enclosure 20, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from C. Hamilton, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Gardens, Port Royal District, 8 April 1837.

In reporting upon the state of my district during the quarter ending 31st ultimo, for the

information of his Excellency the Governor, it is exceedingly gratifying to my feelings in

stating that which the most sceptical would not attempt a denial of, as to the fact
of the continued good working of the system. The apprentices, as far as I can judge of

their general conduct and that of their managers towards them, are in a state of perfect

tranquillity and happiness. It is obvious that my assertions are borne out in fact, owing to

the many cases, and the nature of them, brought under my observations, as will more fully

appear by my monthly return of complaints.
Crimes have certainly increased, but of a minor nature, that of daily and continued

depredations on the grounds of other apprentices, although every means has been _re-

sorted to for the purpose of checking so great an evil, and compelling them to cultivate their

grounds, but of no avail.
With respect to the crops, the planters were fostering the hope of an abundant crop, and,

to all appearance, very favourable; but I regret to state that their hopes have been blighted

in some respects, and which cannot but be ascribed to the very great drought; in fact, every

parish has suffered in some degree, more or less.
The apprentices in my district are now perfectly acquainted with their relative position, in

regard to their managers and themselves; in that case I augur the best possible results.
ave, &e.

(signed) C. Hamilion, Special Justice.

—

 

Enclosure 30, in No. 575.

Answers to Circular.

Port Royal Mountains and upper part of St. David’s, 81 March 1837.
1, Taerr conduct generally good; there is a great deal of pilfering of the provision

grounds still going on.
2. Those feelings of distrust are gradually softening down, and a better understanding

between them becoming established.

8. They do not work willingly or cheerfully ; they are naturally indolent.
4, On the greater part of the estates they work five days of nine hours one week, and

four the next; some few work regularly four anda half days. Only one estate on the eight
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hours system (Clifton Mount); they are allowed one hour in the middle of the day to their
meals.

5. Task-work is seldom adopted in this district, arising, as I imagine, from th

rocky state of the ground in the mountains, , - © rugged and

. 6. They do work in their own time, but never under 2s. 1d. per day; they are always paid
in silver. YS pai

7, Salt is withheld, and allowances to the lying-in women; also medical attendance to th
free children, but I have never known them denied medicine.

8. They are running about wild in the day, having no one to take care of them: their
parents arevery unwilling that they should do any work for the property. ,

9. There is but one small chapel (St. Michael’s), and which is crowded every Sunday;
there are no schools in this district. yi

10. There is a great desire to free themselves, but few have the means, Three valuations
have taken place, but I have not heard whether the money has been paid or not.

11. Invariably as domestics; I have not known one instance where they take to agri-
culture. en

12. It will fall short of an average crop, but will on most properties double that of the
last year. The season has been too dry. ;

13, None. — (signed) H. Kent, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 31, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from J. Reynolds, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Rodney Hall, St. Thomas in the Vale, 5 April 1837.
In obedience to the instructions contained in your Excellency’s circular, No. 63, bearing

date the 23d September last, I have great pleasure to inform your Excellency, that I do con-
sider confidence is perfectly restored between the proprietors, also attornies and the appren-
tices of this once disturbed district. I do not know of any instance that the people have
refused to work for wages in their own time. I find, on an average, the wages are about 2s. 6d.
per day of nine hours, which is very high; but I attribute this to the high scale of valuations
generally fixed throughout this parish during the last quarter. I think 11 apprentices
only purchased their freedom in my district, and out of that number I believe only one or
two became really free. The others, I imagine, were transferred to fresh masters.

With regard to the crops, particularly the sugar estates, 1 have heard from many managers,
that every thing bids fair for the planters, therefore they anticipate good returns; with recard
to task-work, there is not much in my district, and I have not heard that the peopleobject to

it. I have to add, that the people in general turn out very clean and orderly on Sundays.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Reynolds, Special Justice.

 

- Enclosure 32, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from R. S. Cooper, Esq., Special Magistrate, to his Excellency
the Governor.

Sir, St. Thomas in the Vale, 12 April 1837.

In drawing up a quarterly report of the state of this district, I have but little to add to

my statement transmitted three months ago; the only perceptible change being exhibited

in a progressive advance of the apprentices in habits of order and industry.

Complaints are now comparatively few in number, and the faults out of which they arise

are rarely of such a nature as to affect materially the interests of the properties on which

they occur; and there is scarcely an estate in the district on which the conduct of the people,

as a body, does not now give satisfaction to the managers. I do not even except Tulloch

and Berwick, heretofore the worst in the district.
Of the amount of the present crops, I cannot yet say any thing with certainty; the sugar

estates are in many instances suffering severely in cattle from the excessive drought, which

will in some degree retard the “ taking off” of the present, and, by destroying their “plants,”

materially affect their prospects with regard to the next crop.

The vestry having advertised for tenders towards the erection of a parochial school, it is

to be hoped that some means of instruction will be provided for the free children of appren-

tices; but at present, things are, in that respect, precisely as I reported in January.

Valuations are rarely completed in my courts ; the local justices, who are appointed by the

masters to assist in them, insist upon amounts which I cannot possibly agree to; and the evils

arising from the present mode of valuation are daily becoming more evident, The appren-

tice, in short, can never hope for a fair estimate of his value while apprentice masters are

to assess it.
I have, &c.

(signed) B.S. Cooper, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure
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Enclosure 33, in No. 575.

Answers to Circular.
St. Dorothy’s, March 1837.

1. Tue general conduct of the apprentices in this district during the last quarter has been

highly satisfactory.
3. 1 consider the feeling between apprentices and their employers to be as good as can,

under all the circumstances of the case, be reasonably expected.
3. The apprentices have, generally speaking, worked cheerfully and industriously.

4, The apprentices, except during the crop, are worked on the nine hours system, having

their usual time for refreshment.
5. Task-work is resorted to very generally in every case in which it is practicable. I have

never ceased to exhort to the adoption of this system where the apprentices agree to it.

6. The apprentices do not appear, generally speaking, to have any objection to work for
wages, but wages are at present extremely high. Cane-hole digging, even on the most
favourable ground, cannot be had at less than half a dollar for a day’s work. This circum-
stance prevents the employment of negroes in their own time to the extent which would
otherwise have place.

7. The employers have scarcely, in any case, shown a disposition to withhold ancient
indulgences from the apprentices, provided the latter display an accommodating spirit in
return.

8. The situation of the free children is, in a public point of view, a subject of no small
anxiety. They are supported by their parents, but are brought up, generally speaking, in
perfect idleness. ‘The future prosperity and even safety of the island depend, as it appears

to me, in a great measure, on the adoption of efficient means to train the rising generation.
9. Hitherto the situation of my district in regard to education has been lamentably bad ;

but a large school is now erecting, from which the most beneficial results may be expected.
In consequence of the number of people who attend the chapels of dissenting ministers,
the accommodation in the buildings of the established church is for the present sufficient
for their congregation; but in regard to schools, an increase in their number will infallibly
produce a corresponding increase in the number of scholars.

10. There is a natural desire, on the part of apprentices, to purchase their discharge, but
the price of apprenticeship, in consequence of the great height of wages, has been so con-

siderable during the quarter, that only five have purchased the remainder of their appren-
ticeship.

11. Those apprentices who buy their freedom invariably betake themselves to some
species of handicraft. I do not knowa single instance, as yet, of a freeman working in the
field for wages.

12. In consequence of the severe drought to which this district has been exposed nearly
eight months, the crop of sugar will be very short. This will, however, be wholly and
entirely owing to the weather, and in no respect to any bad conduct on the part either

' of the apprentices or their employers.
13. A general diffusion of education among the negroes appears to me to be the one

thing needful for Jamaica.
(signed) § Alex. N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 34, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from James Harris, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Santa Cruz District, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, 1 April 1837.
_I nave the honour to transmit to you the following special report upon the state of my

district, from the 1st January to 31st March last, for the consideration of his Excellency
the Governor.
My experience for the last three months enables me to confirm the favourable report

Ilast made of the friendly understanding between the employer and apprentice. I have
been most sensibly struck with the good feeling and consideration of the managers towards
the labourers, and.pleased with the inevitable natural results, a reciprocity of feeling on the
part of the apprentices. I was thus struck, when contrasting this agreeable state with the
MeapPy feeling and disposition which I experienced and had to combat in a late district.
My feelings could not but be gratified, and I was grateful that I had been changed to a
station where order and good feeling, consideration and kindness, were the prevailing
characteristics of thepeople s where the general desire is cordially to co-operate with, and
further the humane provisions of, the Abolition Law.
The industry of the apprentices during the last quarter has, I believe,been pretty satisfactory,

very few complaints of insufticiency of labour having been preferred; few complaints of any
description have been adjudicated upon in the district, which contains about 5,000 apprentices ;
the nature of the very offences shows the good state of the district; occasional absences and
minor inattentions to duty have formed the usual character of the complaints that have
been made. I have not heard of a single case of crime against an apprentice having been
sent tothe uarter sessions or to the superior courts for trial from the district.

e nine hours system of labour prevails in this district; in fact, I should consider it my
uty not to give any other system my consent and support. During the long days, labour
521. commences
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commences at 6 o’clock and terminates at 4 o’clock Pp. m.; an hour’s cessationbeing given
in the middle of the day. -In the short days of the year, labour commences about half an
hour later, and of course continues proportionably longer in the afternoon.
The apprentices are decidedly inclined to undertake task-work, and the proprietors and

others are,I believe, anxious that a fixed plan should be adopted, and although scales of
labour have been prepared, at the suggestion of his Excellency the Governor, yet the same
have not been submitted to the test of practice or the approval of experience. I have heard
in conversation, with certain managers, that in certain particulars they have tried the
labourers and found that they could accomplish the quantum of work considered sufficient -
but no scale having been introduced, it is impossible to say whether the scale of labour,
which it is said has been agreed upon by the committees appointed for the purpose, will
contain a workable system or not. I have not seen this scale so prepared, but I have heard
something thereof, and in some respects it would require actual personal experience to
convince me of the reasonableness of the amount of labour required. I should respectfully
suggest that the scale be brought into use, and by the constant attendance, for a day or any
longer portion of time, of the manager, book-keeper, or even if necessary, of a policeman,
to prevent idleness, to test whether the specific quantum of work fixed in any and every
respect. can fairly and reasonably be performed, and what can thus be done should be
considered the maximum of labour to be always enforced: this point once fairly ascertained,
it would create a very satisfactory understanding between all parties as to any and every
species of work, and prevent many, if not all, complaints for insufficiency of labour. The
apprentice and his employer would each be able to inform himself or herself, without doubt,
what work should be done.
The apprentices ordinarily hire themselves out in their own time for money-wages,

receiving from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 1 d. and 2s. 6d.; they generally hire themselves away from the
properties to which they are attached, not but what they would employ themselves in the
service of their masters, but I believe they are not very frequently required. I have known
of several instances where they have cheerfully laboured on their Fridays and Saturdays in
the service of their managers, and so good is the existing feeling, that I am sure, if they
were required, and due notice given them, to provide an increased quantum of provisions,
no gang of apprentices would decline to labour in their own time, in reason, for the benefit
of the property to which they are attached.
The indulgences which were most usually shown and allowed the people during their state

of slavery are pretty generally still given, but they are entirely and wholly dependent upon
the will and pleasure of the owner, attorney or overseer. The withholding these customary
indulgences is the only method which the unamiably-disposed has of gratifying any
unfriendly feeling, and there are those who would capriciously use this power; but on the
other hand, there is a great majority who would nobly and generously continue, with their
usual kind conduct, these kindnesses, although they might have occasion to be displeased
with their dependents.
As to the condition of the free children, I beg most particularly to refer to my last report

respecting them; my subsequent experience has tended, most fully, to corroborate and
support such the view I then took of their case; they are lamentably neglected ina moral

and religiouspoint of view, wretchedly fed and supported and clothed ; they will not work,
neither will they be permitted by their parents to do so. I have conversed with many

gentlemen on the subject; they would gladly employ them, and take care of them, if they

could get a proportion of labour, but this not being acceded to, and there being no remedy,

the evil remains in its full force, and, I fear, unless the system of instruction and labour
combined can be enforced, and that early, we shall be plunged into a desperate state
of society.
Thedistrict does not afford sufficient facilities for education and religious instruction;

the clergymen of the established church have large congregations of apprentices on each
occasion of their officiating, as also the clergymen of the Moravian persuasion. Schools

are much wanted in the district; there is some mention made of a chapel being erected in
the neighbourhood.
The desire of the apprentices to purchase their discharge still continues prevalent; a good

many have availed themselves of the provisions of the law in this respect. More have
effected their liberation from their apprenticeships in this district than in my late one, during
the same period of time; those who have obtained their discharge during the past quarter
have, some, left the parish, and gone to make establishments elsewhere; others havetaken
up their abode with their friends or acquaintances, and others have gone into service.
As touching the state of the negro grounds, in point of quantity, the apprentices arewell

off, but the quality in many parts is very indifferent, and onlyfavourable to the growth of

certain kinds of provisions ; with favourable seasons, however, they havea tolerable supply
of food ; but the whole of the mountains are at times severely afflicted by the want of rains,
which affects all products of the earth. During a great portion of the last three months,
there has been very severe dry weather, and unless rains are shortly had, muchprejudicial
effects will ensue. The apprentices, I believe, pay a proper attention to the cultivation©
their grounds; only one complaint to the contrary has been made; and from the advice
I have given the people, I do not think the complaint will be renewed; if it is, the provisions
of the 38th section of the Abolition Law must be enforced. Fears are expressed that the

people hire themselves out, to the hindrance of their paying a proper attention to their

grounds—these are but fears’; only in the one case mentioned has aixy actual complaint
been made. It would be, I should think, an advisable plan to recommend the apprentices

on
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on every property, devoting the Saturday in every alternate week steadily and regularly to

the due cultivation of all produce that their grounds will yield; this would reasonably be

providing against future. want; and should their grounds then become unproductive, by

reason of long continuance of dry weatheror other casualties, the aid of the provisions of

the 48th section can, with the greater conscience, be invoked.
The crops have not generally been as great as were at one time anticipated, and the

falling off is accounted for by the great dry weather which prevailed last year, ata

momentous period of the year, for coffee, when there should have been a copious supply of

the watery element to ensure an abundant crop. The coffee fields are now in good cultivi-

tion; and from the state of the trees, if due seasons are had between this present time and

the months of August and September, a good ensuing crop in quantity and quality may
be expected.

Tam, &e.

(signed) James Harris, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 35, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from W. A. Beil, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Barton Isles Pen, St. Elizabeth, 1 April 1837.
In sending this quarterly report of my district, I have to remark thatI do not find much

improvement in the conduct of the apprentices since my last report, but I have not quite so
much loss of labour as to whole gangs as before, though I have much cruelty to cattle to
complain of, and neglect of watching, amounting to dishonesty, as the watchman is never
at his post to hinder robbery. They do not do their work 4s cheerfully as I would wish,
and I ascribe it to the want of task-work, which, not being general, understood or practised,
for all kinds of work practicable, the negroes do not like it, as not being used to it, though
they soon would; they are also mistrustful of any thing that is not settled, but which may
be changed at the caprice of the manager or master.
The nine hours system is generally pursued in my district, with breakfast and dinner time,

and working until sunset, as the days are long or short.
Task-work is not in much use in my district, except for cane-holes, and that it always was

in old time.
The apprentices on some properties do work for wages offered to them ; at others they will

not;and at some properties the proprietors at home will not permit the offer.
Herrings are withheld on some properties, on about half, that is, they are the means of

payment on all, for some kind of extra service, sometimes watching, sometimes extra time
at the mill during crop, &c. Cattle and hogs are also kept.
The free children are generally doing no good either to the revenue or themselves ; their

mothers will not allow them to work on the young canes at all, though wages, and advan-
tages of education, &c., have been offered to them, and the very young ones are dying, a few
of them, from the obstinacy of the mothers, who even grudge to pay back time consumed
in attending on them when sick, which is offered them, as well as the use of the hot-house,
and had it not been for the charity of many ladies and planters lately, during the measles,
few would have recovered ; they are supported, of course, from the lands of the proprietors
of their parents’ services.
There are very few chapels or churches in my district to what is necessary, and schools

fewer in number; the proprietors and attornies are usually very willing to find the latter,
if a regular compact should be made for labour of the young or old in payment.
The house-servants on estates or other properties appear anxious, and are buying them-

selves very fast; in fact, there will soon be a great want of house-servants ; some tradesmen
predials, and some field, are also doing so; twenty apprentices have purchased during the
ast quarter,
The tradesmen who purchase their freedom sometimes work at their trade, but there is

much of the following practice going on: if a man is discontented, he can easily persuade
some of the people undertaking the building of churches, &c., to purchase him, and then
bind himself to work out the time after. The house-servants do nothing but lose their
time after their freedom.
The present crop does not exceed the last, and I am afraid that on some properties it will

be rather less, owing to some very dry weather latterly, and some very wet weather last
crop on the ratoons, directly after cutting, which chilled them; there have been some
changes of attornies, &c., on two or three properties’ estates, which is always, for the moment,
a very ruinous business. As to the quantity of sugar or rum, I am happy to state that three
of the estates of my district, out of 14, which were descended to a very small crop in 1834
and 1835, have, in 1836 and 1887, increased to double, with every appearance of keeping

on, and the others are none of them more than from two to twenty hogsheads short of last
year, and that not certain, until the end of crop.

I should suggest an amended Act to enforce the nine hours system, and task-work when
the apprentice is willing to agree ; also to compel apprentices to work for hire on Saturdays,
unless they can show any employment (cultivating their grounds at seasons, or gaining

Money) on which they are engaged, or about to be engaged; also to compel the
employers, on demand of the apprentices, to employ them at a certain rate of hire on the
Saturdays; all this to be under the sanction of the special justice, &c.; this would prevent
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much robbery by the evil-disposed, and never prevent the industrious from working where
he pleased, or in what manner he liked best.

Also, I have to suggest, that it should be obligatory on owners to sell, at a fair valuation
the services of the wife to the master ofher husband, or vice versd, under proper regulations ’

T have, &c.
(signed) W. A. Bell, Special Magistrate,

 

Enclosure 36, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Thomas Matthews, Esq., Special Justice.

Success House, 31 March 1837,
THE conduct of the apprentices in my district is much improved since I commenced m

official duties; the feeling manifested between them and their employers is good, and in
most instances they perform their work willingly. The hours for work are from six o’clock
in the morning until four in the afternoon; they are allowed one hour for breakfast and two
for dinner. The negroes are often employed with task-work, and are paid 10d. currenc
for their breakfast, and two bits for their dinner-time; no indulgences are withheld from
them that they used to enjoy during slavery. The free children are supported by their
parents, and their appearance is healthy and promising; their attendance at church and
school is astonishingly regular, and the facilities afforded them areexcellent. The desire of
the apprentices to purchase their discharge seems to increase as the time for their eman-
cipation approaches. Four discharges have been effected since my last report; if they are
qualified to work as mechanics, or any trade, they follow it; if not, they hire themselves as
servants. The prospects of the ensuing crop are more favourable than a short time ago;
the dry weather has had a dreadful effect on the state of cultivation.

(signed) Thomas Matthews, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 37, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from John Daughirey, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, St. Elizabeth’s, 11 April 1837.
Tue general conduct of the apprentices of this district continues to indicate improvement.

Tam aware the opinion is distrusted by many, but there are others quite as competent to
judge, and perhaps less under the influence of prejudice, who support my view of the subject.

ose who place the lowest value upon the means of their improvement are most disposed,
I observe, to deny the improvement itself.
They appear to work less unwillingly than at an earlier period of the apprenticeship, but

still not always very willingly ; there are, however, gratifying exceptions, and whenI state
that these are to be found where they are under the authority of managers who combine
persona] respectability with firmness, judgment, self-command, and a perfect knowledge of
their duty, [ suggest what appears to me to be the chief cause of sullenness and discontent
among the negro labourers where these exist.
Task-work 1s still but partially resorted to; it is not often proposed to the people; were

this to be done judiciously, and upon an equitable scale, I think a little patient explanation
would bring them into it. They must of course see their advantage in it, or rather, be made
to feel it, in the gain of time, or the gain at least of increased cordiality on the part of the
master.

It has become very usual now for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-
wages; in some instances extended cultivation, and in others various improvements are being
carried on by this means. The rate of ordinary labour is from 1s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day;
when the latter price is given, it is for a task, and one that demands either above the usual
hours or increased exertion; it is generally accomplished upon the latter plan, affording
unequivocal evidence of what they can effect where there is an adequate motive.

In a few instances the old indulgences are continued, but generally they are withheld, or
an equivalent in labour, or other services, demanded for them.

The free children have no appearance here of being neglected, except in what regards
their minds and manners, and _{ regret to say, that too many of the parents still evince great
indifference in this respect ; they are jealous of every thing that seems to place their free
children within the power of others. There is, however, an advance towards a better and
more correct feeling even in this respect; too many of the parents themselves are very par-
tially alive to any interests of a perfectly rational and intellectual nature; they remain just
what original depravity, ignorance and slavery have made them; happily, the numbero
this class is fast diminishing. The provision for public worship and education is still in-
adequate ; several of the chapels overflow. The erection of others in intermediate places
would relieve them, and afford an inducement to the population of more remote localities
to place themselves under instruction, and, what is of equal importance, under discipline.

very chapel should have a school, and amaster or mistress from home ; however humble
their pretensions there, they would be incomparably more useful here than almost any to
he found among the natives, supposing them to be persons of consistent character, and
devoted to the task they undertake,

Seven
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Seven discharges from apprenticeship have been purchased since my last report. The
higher rate of valuations has repressed the disposition in many.
"Those hitherto discharged have generally resorted to the avocations to which they were

trained ; most of them are creditably employed and well conducted.
The sugar crop here is considered a favourable one, both in quality and quantity. Ginger

hasfailed considerably, from causes that appear not very obvious. The season is at this
moment considered too dry ; stock is suffering severely in some places from want of water;
but for all the purposes of sugar-making, the weather here has been propitious.

T have, &c.
(signed) John Daughtrey, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure 38, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from W. H. Alley, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Mile Gully Pen, 7 April 1837.
luave the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that

since my last report complaints between master and apprentice have decreased.
Itis with very great satisfaction that I am able to say, speaking generally, that the work-

ing class in this district behave well, and are obedient to their employers; this I attribute to
the conciliatory conduct of the proprietors and managers towards the apprentices, who
encourage that feeling of confidence and good-will so necessary between master and man.
The apprentices work on the eight hours system ; they are allowed an hour, and frequently

an hour and a half interval of relaxation during the day.
In mountain districts such as this, a good deal of.labour has at all times been done by

task-work, and I think both managers and apprentices seem better pleased. The manager
is satisfied because a fair proportion of work is performed, and in many, I would say a
majority of cases, the apprentices not occupied half the legal working time in performng
the work assigned; for example, coffee is picked in general by task, three bushels being
the maximum required from an able negro when the crop is abundant ; at this work indus-
trious negroes almost universally do double the task required in eight hours, many three
times the quantity. For all extra work they are paid in money.

In many instances the apprentices work in their own time, but not generally; the ordinary
work of a property, when they can earn more money than can be afforded for the general
labour of a property, such as in falling wood or building stone walls, they can earn from
2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. a day, they work, but not continuously.
With very few exceptions, the indulgences usual during slavery are given by the estates.
The condition of the free children is not at all encouraging; I have known the parents

to be offered wages if they would allow their children to work, and they have invariably
refused; they are allowed to grow up in habits of total idleness, except where schools afford
them opportunity of getting taught to read, for which their parents seem very anxious; any
thing like labour they never think of; they are supported by their parents from the grounds,
&c., given them by their managers. Some proprietors, to show the necessity of labour, have
proposed to the parents of free children to pay 10s. a year for each free child, to have medicine
and medical attendance continued to them; as to apprentices, the 10s. to be taken in labour;
6s. 8d. per head is paid to the doctor, and 3s. 4d. is the nominal sum for medicine and
nourishment when sick. I found this agreement entered into in several instances, and
sanctioned for one year by my predecessor. With few exceptions, I have found that the
labour was given unwillingly, and discontinued after the first year, although I believe the
proprietor’s part of the contract was adhered to.

he facilities for education and religious instruction are increasing, but are not by any
means adequate to the number of the people; the attendance at church far, very far, exceeds
the accommodation. I have heard the clergy complain of the difficulty of getting well-
situated school-houses, and also procuring persons fit to be employed as schoolmasters.
Education in Jamaica has hitherto been little sought after by that class of persons who

would be otherwise fitted for country schoolmasters or mistresses: in fact, the free population
of colour, except those who have had the means of going to England for their education,
are generally in utter ignorance. The great difficulty in this parish is procuring proper
teachers; it has prevented the establishment of three additional schools in this district.
Though I suppose the desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase the remaining

term must be general, I have only three discharges effected since my last report. Discharges
are principally effected by means of third persons, who supply the money, and retain the
apprentice in their service. .

am not aware of a single instance where the discharged apprentice has returned to
agricultural labour, except where the money has been supplied as above, and this is done
for women and tradespeople.
Tam happy to add to this report, that the prospects of the ensuing crop are most

favourable.
I have, &c.

(signed) W.H. Alley, Special Magistrate.
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Enclosure 39, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from J. W. Grant, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Mandeville District, Manchester, 12 April 1837,

Ir affords me much pleasure to have to state, for the information of his Excellency the
Governor, that since my last quarter'y report the apprentices generally in this extensive
district have conducted themselves with very great propriety, paying strict attention to their
duty, and respectful and obedient to persons in authority over them in almost every instance
where persons by conciliatory and kind acts show themselves deserving of and entitled to
respect and obedience. . ;

There is in general a good feeling between the apprentices and their employers. To an
intelligent manager it is very evident that on the cultivation of a good feeling between him-
self and his apprentices, altogether depends the success ofhis endeavours for the benefit of
the property under his charge; yet there are men who imagine that nothing can be done
but by coercion, who watch every action of an apprentice in the endeavour to find something
wrong, and for this have him or her (if possible)punished. The exceptions, however, to
a general good feeling between both parties in my district are, I am glad to say, very very
few; in those few instances, however, where a bad feeling does exist, I have no hesitation in
attributing its cause to the irritability of the managers, in whose minds no thought of con-
ciliation ever enters. The apprentices generallyperform their work willingly, and well;
they know that they have a duty to perform, and far from evincing any desire to elude that
duty, they seem to perform it with pleasure. I know properties where the second gang
clean in foul coffee at the rate of two to an acre; this is no small work, and I very much
question whether under the slavery system so much was ever done. I am persuaded, from
all I can observe and learn, that there is more work now done in the same space of time than
before the apprenticeship system came into operation.
The eight hours system of labour in a day is the one most used here; the hours ofrelaxation

are different on many properties; some allow one, and others two hours, about the middle
of the day.
Ona amber of properties task-work is doing exceedingly well ; I do not think that where

the task given is reasonable and fair, the apprentices will object to work in this way; on the
contrary, I think they would prefer doing so, knowing what they have to perform, and that
they are able to do it.

any of them work in their own time for hire, at the rate, I understand, of 3s. 4d.
currency per day.

There are only two properties where, I am aware, the indulgences the apprentices were
accustomed to receive in the time of slavery are withheld, and this not for improper conduct,
as they are among the best-behaved people in the district. It is a matter of regret that
allowances made in a manner necessary, from their having been so long accustomed to
receive them, should in this way be withheld.
The free children are supported By their parents, and in no one instance have I found them

willing to apprentice them to their former masters.
There are few facilities afforded for education ; with regard to religious instruction, I believe

the accommodation is quite equal to the attendance.
There is, generally, a desire among the apprentices to purchase their exemption from the

remaining term of the apprenticeship, but in consequence of the high rate at which they
are valued by some of the local justices, few are able to effect it; only three since my last
report. When they have obtained their discharge, I believe they hire themselves out to an
one who will employ them; or, if they have the means, purchase a small quantity of land,
on which theybuild.a house, and there settle themselves comfortably.

I am happy to state that there is every prospect of an abundant crop next season, and
that the state of cultivation is at present forward.

T have, &e.
(signed) J. W. Grant, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 40, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Joka Gurley, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, May Hill District, Manchester, 1 April 1837.
In transmitting the general quarterly report on the state of the district under my super-

intendence, I beg to observe that my experience in this parish is but limited, having recently
removed from St. Andrew’s. From the report I have had from my predecessor, and the
observations I have been able to make during the month I have been ere, I consider the
conduct of both masters and apprentices exemplary, and that a better feeling prevails
throughout the whole community than I have observed elsewhere. Indeed it is hardly
possible to be otherwise, where the comforts and indulgences are continued to the people
as heretofore, and pains taken by all classes for their general instruction.
The system of labour generally adopted has been the eight hours for five days weekly,

giving one hour relaxation about noon each day. But recently, task-work has been resorted
to, in many instances, by choice of the apprentices themselves, who are also in the habit of
taking a task in their own time, at from 1s. 8d. to 2s, and 2s. 6d. currency per day,
according to the nature of the work. The free children are supported by their parents an

e
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the property of their masters. There are several schools established on the estates for the

benefit of all children, which are adequate to the demand for instruction; I am sorry to

say that the accommodation at church is not at all adequate. The church is usually crowded

to excess, ind an equal number are excluded, and compelled to remain outside in conse-

uence. Iam informed that the crops throughout this district will be abundant; at present

the cultivation and the appearance of the fields are luxuriant,¢and the season favourable.
ave, &e.

(signed) John Gurley, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 41, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from J. M. Crockett, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Maroon Town, St. James’s, 831 March 1837.
Acreeasty to his Excellency’s directions, contained in circular, No. 63, dated 23d of

September 1836, I have the honour to forward such observations thereon as I trust may

meet with the Governor’s entire approbation.
1. Since my last report, I have the gratifying pleasure to state that my district is much

improved, and the apprentices, with a very few exceptions, behaving well; the apprenticeship
system is evidently now so well understood by all parties, and in consequence there is less
disorder, with a decided diminution of complaints.

2, | have had no reason to find fault as regards good feeling between master and
apprentice; and it is a great additional satisfaction in being enabled to say, that since
taking charge of my district, I have not had cause to imposea single fine upon any overseer
for illegal canduct towards those under their charge.

3. The apprentices appear now perfectly happy and content, and generally perform their
labour with a good disposition.

4. The nine hours system is general throughout this district; and the intervals of relaxation
are an hour for breakfast and two hours for dinner.

5. Task-work is generally resorted to.
6. It is customary for the apprentices to dig cane-holes in their own time, at 3s. 4d. per

90 holes, and to work continual y during crop-time, from 15 or 16 hours per day, at the rate
of a penny halfpenny for their extra hours.

1. The usual indulgences during slavery have not been withheld, to my knowledge, such
as clothing, hospital attendants, cooks, nurses, watchmen for their grounds, rum, sugar,
herrings or salt-fish.
8.The free children, I am sorry to say, for the most part, still continue to be brought up

in idleness; and no consideration will induce their parents to place them under the charge
of their former owners.

9. It affords me much pleasure to inform his Excellency the Governor, that since my last
report, a very praiseworthy exertion has manifested itself among the proprietors and gentle-
men of this district towards the immediate erection of a place of worship, and also of giving
every facility for education and religious instruction.

10. In this district, two apprentices only have been valued by me, but have not had
their certificate of discharge, being unable at present to pay the amount of valuation. The
very few apprentices who demand their manumission by valuation appears to me a con-
vincing proof of their being generally satisfied with the treatment of their employers.

11. It is out of my power to say to what employment the apprentices betake themselves
after the purchaseof their freedom.

12. The present crop in this district will average considerably more than last season; and
the prospects of the ensuing crop are still more favourable.

13, A general scale of labour would be of great utility:
have, &c.

(signed) J. Mf. Crockett, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 42, in No. 575.
Copy of a LETTER from R. Cocking, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, St. James’s, 3 April 1837.
I gave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,

with the following quarterly district report. . .
Some sugar estates in my district will fall offa little from last year, while others will

somewhat exceed last year’s crop. Such falling off can only be accounted for by the long
drought from the beginning of the year to the present period, on soils more liable to suffer
from dry weather than others, thereby greatly checking the growth of the late cut canes and
spring plants of last year, from which the planters’ expectations, in many instances, have
not been realized. The quality of the produce generally is equal to former years, and the
crops in a forward state.

It is pleasant, however, to say, that the apprentices in my district are apparently contented
and happy, and cheerfully performing their duty to their masters, and working for liberal
wages in their own time.

T have, &e.
(signed) R. Cocking, Special Magistrate.
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Enclosure 43, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from John Odell, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Western Interior District, comprising parts of the Pari
Sir, St. James’s, Hanover and Westmoreland, 1 April eo “f

In making my report for the quarter which has just terminated, it affords me much
gratification to have it in my power to renew my testimony as to the general good conduct
of the apprenticed labourers in the district. On all estates under just and judicious manage-
ment, they continue to work cheerfully in the employers’ time, and appear equally willing
in most instances, to accept employment in their own time, for reasonable compensation;
that is to say, at a rate of wages occasionally varying from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. per day. ,

Between many of the managers and their a prentices there seems to exist a tolerabl
good feeling; and whenever sucha feeling is altogether absent, it is most frequently to be
attributed to the indiscreet and hasty conduct of the employer.

Although task-work is not unfrequently resorted to, the nine hours system of labour is
that generally practised throughout the district. When worked.in this way, the apprentices

are allowed half an hour at breakfast, and two hours at dinner-time.
It would not appear that any general desire prevails amongst the apprentices to purchase

their manumission, but one valuation and discharge from apprenticeship having taken place
since my last report.
The gathering in of the crop, for which the weather has been most seasonable, is fast

drawing to a close. To what amount the anticipated decrease of produce, as stated in
previous reports, will be, there is as yet no correct mode of ascertaining.

Preparations for the ensuing crops are being made on an extensive scale; but,the dryness
of the weather, it is to be feared, will operate much against the exertions of the planter.

In conclusion, I have to add that agreat decrease of complaints has taken place during
the quarter, as contrasted with that which preceded it.

I have, &e.
(signed) John Odell, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 44, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from R. B. Facey, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Montego Bay, 4 April 1837.

I nave much pleasure in reporting, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,

that the apprentices in this district are perfectly tranquil, and in general well-behaved.

The disposition to labour in their own time for money appears to have increased, parti-
cularly where they have been fairly remunerated.
The usual time for labour commences with sun-rise, and terminates at sun-set, allowing

time for breakfast and dinner. On some estates, it is absolutely necessary, for taking in the

crop, to continue their labour during the whole of Friday, for which they are either paid

1s. 3d., or allowed days in return, when the crop is over.
Voluntary task-work is now generally resorted to in this district; a circumstance to which

I attribute, in a great measure, the considerable decrease of complaints, and consequently

a much better understanding between both parties than there used to be.
There is, and so long as the apprenticeship system continues, it must be expected that

there will be, a desire on the part of the apprentices to be released; seven have obtained

their discharge since my last return, but to what description of labour they betake them-

selves I cannot say.
The free children are, as far as 1 can learn, supported by their parents. I have seen many

of them very cleanly dressed, and in excellent spirits, going to school at the Rev. Mr.

Burchell’s, a minister of the Baptist persuasion. .

The prospect of the present crop is flattering, as also the preparations for the next, which

is pretty far advanced; although I am apprehensive that the dry weather, however favourable

it may be for the gathering in of the present crop, will considerably retard, if not materially

injure, the immense quantity of plants already springing up in the fields. .

With the exception of the Montpelier estate, there will in all probability be an improve-

ment, not only in quantity but in quality, of the produce. Hazelymph promises an excellent

return. Belvidere is considerably improved, and affords a fair specimen ofwhat the appren-

tices will dowhen properly treated, and well managed.
I have, &e. .

(signed) R. B. Facey, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 45, in No. 575.

Cory of a LEPTER from William Carnaby, Esq., Special Justice.

Montego Bay, Jamaica, 4 April 1837.

I wave much satisfaction in reporting, that the apprentices generally continue we'~

disposed, and labour willingly. I perceive an improved feeling between them and their

managers, and they seem to be kindly treated by the great majority of the overseers. :
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The working hours are nine daily, by which the apprentices can devote the Friday after-

noon to their grounds, or labour for hire; though during this period of the year it occa-

sionally becomes necessary, for taking off the crop, to labour all Friday. For this extra

time, the apprentices are paid in money, or compensated by repayment of the days after

the crop isfinished. .

Voluntary task-work becomes more generally, and is in some matters advantageous

to both.
I continue to notice an improved disposition to labour for hire by the apprentices, for

which they receive, for one dayof their own time, from 2s. 6d. to 3a. 4d. currency.

The great portion of the attornies give many of the old allowances.

Great efforts are making in this part of the island to extend church and school accom-

modation, and attendance at both daily increases. There is, however, ample field still for

national or other aid, for their farther extension.

The free children appear to remain a burden on their parents, who, for the most part,

place them at the nearest schools.

There is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom; though in

my district this quarter the number of valuations has decreased. Icannot say to what

employment they afterwards enter.
e canes this season are yielding well, andcrop operations proceed with rapidity. My

former reports as to an increase are already rea ized; and I hope by next quarter, when

crop shall be about finished, to be able to state specifically how much it is beyond that of

last year.
The preparations for next crop are also upon an augmented scale; but I fear the unusual

continuance of dry weather this spring will affect very considerably the prospects of the

planter, and which his exertions entitled him to calculate on.

I regret to say that, within these few months back, a spirit of hostility towards the special

magistrates resident here has particularly manifested itself in several parts of the parish,

and especially in this town. To this charge, however, there are, in my particular district,

many honourable exceptions, among whom it gives me much pleasure to class George Gordon,

Henry Hunter and George Cragg, esquires. Those gentlemen continue to give every aid

and facility to the Abolition Law, and to render the magistrate all assistance. The best

proof of their exertions which I can give is the fact that the different estates belonging to

them, and others under their care and management, are prospering. The first-named

gentleman is the most extensive attorney on this side the island.
For attempting to make the law respected and supreme, I have had, very lately, notice

served upon me of two actions of damages, at the instance of an overseer, whom I found it

necessary to fine, and who chose, rather than obtemper the decisions, to walk into prison,

and remain for two hours, and then pay ; and this for no other object than to found plausible

grounds to harass the special magistrate with proceedings at law, and against which I will
be compelled to defend myself.

(signed) William Carnaby, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 46, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Walter Finlayson, Esq., Special Justice.

St. James’s, 31 March 1837.
In general there has been a good feeling between the employers and the apprentices; but

there have been exceptions upon two or three estates. Complaints have essentially decreased
during the quarter, and the apprentices are performing their work willingly.
The working hours are fixed at nine daily.
_Task-work is not generally adopted in the district, though, where reasonable tasks are

given, the apprentices readily accede to them.
Where adequate wages are offered, the apprentices work readily for hire. The wages

usually given for Fridays and Saturdays are from 2s. 6d. to 8s. 4d. per day.
_ Some estates withhold the former supplies of salt-fish to the apprentices; others have
limited the number of cooks, nurses and watchmen to provision grounds. These are, how-

ever, usually granted.
The condition of the free children is in general bad, as they are burdens almost entirely

upon their mothers, receiving no support from the estates, and only getting medical care in
a few instances, unless when paid for.
The attendance of the apprentices, both at church and at school, is fully equal to the

accommodation; and it is gratifying to report, that great exertions are making to provide
additional accommodation.
There is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their freedom. During

this quarter 16 valuations have been made, of which 13 have been paid.
The prospects of the present crop continue to be good ; the canes are yielding well, and

the people are industrious. It is, however, to be regretted, that a disposition has mani-
fested itself in this parish to interfere with the special magistrates in the impartial discharge
of their official duties.

(signed) Walter Finlayson, Special Justice.
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Enclosure 47, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Arthur Welch, Esq., Special Magistrate, to C. HZ.Darling,Esq.
Airy Castle, St. Andrew’s, Western MountainDistrict,Sir, 3 April 1837.

I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information ofhis Excellency theGovernor,
that, as faras I have been able to Judge, this district appears in good order, and thepeople
well-disposed. , . :

Severe domestic calamity and deep mental anxiety, added to my having been only avery
short time in the district, has prevented my exerting myself since my arrival as much as
I otherwise should have done; I am, therefore, unable togive a detailed statement.

ave, &e.
(signed) Arthur Welch, SpecialMagistrate.
 

Enclosure 48, in No. 575.
Cory of a LETTER from Stephen Bourne, Esq., to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Grecian Regale, 17 May 1837,Tue general conduct of the apprentices in my district since the commencement of theyear has been very good. There has been a great scarcity of provisions, and consequentlymore petty thefts than ordinary; but those thefts are committed by two or three bad and idlepersons on those plantations which are the worst managed. They not only rob their fellowapprentices on the same plantations, but travel in the night to distant properties. There
are many very young thieves on a plantation calledClifton Mount, who arecontinuallyannoying andplundering the apprentices on the neighbouring properties. I have been com-elled to send three of them lately to prison, very much against my will, as there can scarcelye a worse training; but switching has been found ineffectual; and I do not know howto punish them so as to deter others, except by sending them to the house of correction,It seems to me a great misfortune for the apprentices on that property, that the proprietordoes not visit it and set on foot a school of industry, in, which the free children and youngapprentices might be taught that lying, theft and perjury are infamous crimes, and at thesame time trained to labour for their own support.
The good feeling between master and apprentice, except in avery few cases, does notseem to me to be increasing, but the contrary. Iattribute this, in a great measure, to thewant of temper and good management on the part of the overseers, and to the extremeuncertainty of their continuance in their stations. Marriage amongst them not beingencouraged, and their being often dismissed at a few hours’ notice, tends very much to lowerthe character of the overseers, and to destroy that confidence on the part of the apprenticesin their employers which is alike necessary to the comfort and prosperity of all parties, andto the requisite improvement in the character of the apprentices. The constables, too (oldhead drivers), have been frequently selected for their qualifications as slave-drivers; and theyare not generally respected by the people under them as they ought to be. The qualifica-tions which recommend them to many of the overseers render them objects of suspicion anddislike to the apprentices ; there are, however, many honourable exceptions to this remark.Few of the constables can read and write; I scarcely know two who can do so in my district.It would be much better to give those who conduct themselves well a payment in moneproportioned to their merits, than, as is now customary, allowances of rum, &c., although itis only due to the blacks to state, that few of the better class of them drink to excess.I think the apprentices, with some few exceptions, perform their labour more willingly

than could have been expected; but when they are free, and rewarded for their labouraccording to their skill and industry, there can be no ‘doubt of their performing a great dealmore work than they now do in the same time.
The working hours in my district are from six to four, allowing one hour for meals, andhalf the Friday. In a few'cases every alternate Friday is given.
Task-work is not generally resorted to; the objection lies for the most part with the

apprentices.
t is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages. The rate is

generally 2s. 6d. currency, or 1s. 6d. sterling per day.
On many estates indulgences afforded during slavery are withheld, and old persons,pregnant women, and those who have had many children, allowed to do little, if any thing,in the olden time, are now, on some estates, pressed into the field.
The free children look healthy, and are supported by their parents; as they are too youngto labour, aud schools have not been established on the estates, they cannot be well trained.

In time, the proprietors, as well as the Government, will find out their mistake in thisrespect.There ought to be a good school of industry, similar to the orphan schools in the neighbour-hood ofLondon, under the superintendence of the special justice, in every district, in whichteachers might be trained for estate schools.
My district supplies few facilities for education and religious instruction, and they do notappear to me to increase init. So far as we are concerned, the Parliamentary grants havebeen thrown away; but in the large towns, great advantage has no doubt arisen from them.There is only one small chapel of ease in my district, that is always filled with black andcoloured people, and perhaps half a dozen whites, There ought to be at least four suchchapels, of equal size, to afford opportunities of instruction to the people. The service is

tediously long for illiterate persons, and few of the attendants have any distinct idea of the.
meaning
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meaning of thephrases employed by the ministers. If half a dozen intelligent young men
and women trained in the Borough-road school were sent to me, and their expenses paid for
the first year, the negroes would soon build school-houses, and pay for their support in a

decent manner. I am persuaded there is no hope for the island but in a mild and con-

ciliating conduct towards the blacks, and schools for all within easy distances of the negro

residences. If the proprietors at home, who seem to be ignorant of their own resources and

situation here, could be aroused from their lethargy; if they would lease their estates to

married virtuous persons, or appoint such as their managers, who would set a good example
to the apprentices, and raise them in the scale of morals and intellect, they might derive
large and secure incomes from estates which have been long productive of little else than
expectation, disappointment and disgrace.

he prices at which apprentices have of late heen valued put it out of the power of many,
who desire to do it, to purchase their discharge; but few have taken place since my last
report; less, I think, than in any preceding quarter.

I do not see any want of industry in those who have obtained their discharge; some go
out to service; some betake themselves to washing; others to traffic; and others work
rounds for themselves, wives, husbands or children.
The crop of coffee will be less than last year, owing to the state of the weather, but the

prospect is good for next year. The state of cultivation seems to me to be very good.
I have no suggestions to make in addition to those contained in former reports. I would,

however, most earnestly entreat the attention of the Government here and at home to the
education of the free children, and the establishment of district courts for the magistrates,
instead of their visiting the estates, as also the increase of their salary, without which they
can scarcely be independent, or long continue in the country. I know several magistrates
who cannot make their salary defray their necessary expenses.

. I have, &c.
(signed) § Stephen Bourne.
 

Enclosure 49, in No. 575.

Copy of a LETTER from E. E. Fishbourne, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Dover House, St. George’s, 10 April 1887.
Inave the honour to forward the following report upon the state of my district, as

directed by your circular, No. 63, dated 23d September 1836.
It is unnecessary for me to offer any observations upon the several points enumerated in

the first eight questions of the series forwarded from Downing-street, dated 15 July 1836,
as I could only repeat what I stated in my last report.

In reply to the ninth question, I am happy to be able to state, that a considerable change
has taken place since the commencement of this year. In the school at Fort Stewart there

are now, as I am informed by the Rev. Mr. Forbes, in regular daily attendance about 40
free children, and about 30 children and adults every evening ; they are instructed by a school-
master sent by the Lord Bishop from the central school in Kingston. About 500 persons from
all the neighbouring estates assemble three times a week for divine service. In the day and
Sunday schools at Annotto Bay, about 20 children attend rather irregularly; and in the epis-
copal chapel the congregation has increased to about 400, principally composed of appren-
tices; arrangements are being made for catechising upon the various estates during the week.

Four persons have effected their discharges since my last report; [ have not been able to
ascertain to what employments they intend to resort.
The prospects for this year’s crop were, up to the beginning of the year, very favourable;

but the last quarter has been exceedingly warm, and the quantity of rain unusually small.
The canes upon the light sandysoils have suffered, and some of the fields must be planted
over again. The cultivation is as forward as usual.

T have, &c.
(signed)  E. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 50, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from William Hewitt, Esq., Special Justice, to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Buff Bay, St. George’s, 4 April 1837.
Since I made my last report to your Excellency on the state of my district, I am happy

to say it has undergone no change, every thing continues in a prosperous condition. ‘The
crops which were made for the last year have averaged those of the years previous to 1834;
many have exceeded them. The negroes work well, are civil, and generally well-conducted;
the managers are therefore disposed to continue the indulgences allowed them formerly.
Your Excellency will no doubt have observed by the monthly returns, that ofa population of

nearly 6,000 apprentices, the average number of complaints for some months past has not been
above 10 per month, and there has been but one complaint against a manager for many months.
Ihave observed that there has been a strong disposition among the apprentices to pur-

chase their freedom lately; I have given their discharge to nine persons this year. I do not
think that the number of those who applied for valuation in this district for two years prior
to Christmas last amounted to more than five. .

Appearances are in favour of the ensuing crop; we have had the finest weather during

this spring that has been known for many years.
I have, &e; . ;

(signed) William Hewitt, Special Justice.
 

521, Enclosure

JAMAICA,

Enclosure 49,
in No. 575+

Enclosure 50,
in No. 575.



JAMAICA.

Enclosure 51,
in No. 575.

Enclosure 52,
in No. 575.

Enclosure 53,
in No. 5°75.

344 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Enclosure 51, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from H. Moresby, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.
Sir, Kingston, 4 April 1837,

I nave the honour to enclose three returns for the month of March 1887; viz., a retum
of valuations, a return of punishments, and a return of complaints.

It is with much gratification I have to report a decrease in the number of punishments
inflicted, as compared with the previous quarters.
The apprentices continue to perform their work as cheerfully and willingly as their free

brethren, and although much cannot be said in favour of theactivity of the Ree mechanies
and labourers in this town, they certainly do not excel, either in skill or industry, the same
class who are still held in servitude. The domestic servants, especially the females, have
sunk to theultimate point of depression ; the scale can fall no lower; it is only to be hoped
that in the extensive plans of education which this town at present affords, some measures
will soon be adopted to teach the lower andmiddling classes, in addition to reading and
writing, that there is no crime or degradation in menial services, and that habits of order,
decency and industry are essential to the qualification of a good domestic.
The apprentices most willingly work for wages, and are glad to have the opportunity of

earning in their own time money to support their increasing families; in fact, if such was
not the case, it is impossible to conceive how the numerous free children of apprentices exist ;
except in a few instances, the burden of their maintenance falls upon the parent, and much
consequent distress and hardship arises. The apprentices take very little advantage of the
facilities of education which this town affords; they have in fact no time, and few can spare
money sufficient to keep their children in decent clothing to gain them admittance into the
numerous schools now open for the education of the lower orders. The attendance of
apprentices at church is numerous and orderly.

ere have taken place only seventeen cases of valuation during the last quarter, and
although many have been discharged by amicable arrangements with their owners,yet
so few im number, that it cannot be inferred there is any great anxiety amongst the appren-
tices for obtaining their freedom.

1 am of opinion that in this town the apprenticeship system is working as quietly and
satisfactorily as could well have been anticipated.

I have, &c.
(signed) £H. Moresby,Special Justice.
 

Enclosure 52, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from John R. Hulme, Esq., Special Justice.

Hanover, 4 April 1837.
Tue general conduct of the apprentices in this district during the last three months has,

with a few exceptions, been good, and a good feeling exists between them and their em-
loyers. They are worked nine hours per day, and are allowed three hours’ relaxation.
ask-work is generally preferred by them, and is always resorted to where it can be effected.

They generally work in their own time for wages, earning 3s. 4d. per hundred for cane-
holes, and in other kinds of work 2s, 6d. to 3s. 1d. per day. They receive their usual
indulgences. The free children are mostly supported by theirparents, who seem to have
a great objection to their being employed in any kind of labour for the estate. A few only
have purchased their discharge, one only having been effected during the last six weeks.
Most of the properties are about finishing crop; and there will be a considerable re-

duction in the quantity of produce manufactured, owing to long-continued dry weather. The
state of cultivation, as regards field labour, is pretty forward ; but the growth of the young
cane has been much impeded from the long-continued drought.

(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 53, in No. 575.

Cory of a LETTER from Hall Pringle, Esq., Special Justice, to C. H. Darling, Esq.

Sir, Lucea, 11 April 1837.
In accordance with the orders I have, to transmita report of the state of my district

quarterly, I have the honour to forward to you, for the use of his Excellency the Governor,
the following information. The planters have been occupied during the past three months
in taking off the sugar crop, now nearly concluded ; and I have to report that the amount
of the crop in this district will considerably exceed that of last year, and the prospects for
the succeeding crop are very favourable. There are nearly 10,000 apprentices in my district;
and I can confidently state, from my knowledge of the island, that the conduct of 7,000 of
these, located on sugar estates and large pens (with the exception of the apprentices on one
estate) is not exceeded, in Pont of propriety of conduct or in habits of industry, by the
apprentices in any part of Jamaica. { am sorry I cannot report so favourably of the
apprentices of the small settlers, or of the predials unattached, working in jobbing gangs;
J have in former reports attempted to account for this fact.

I have, &c. ;
(signed) Hall Pringle, Special Justice.
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246 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

BARBADOS.
 

—No. 576.—
(No. 20.)

BARBADOS. Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.
No. 576. My Lord, Government House, Barbados, 9 March 1836.

Vide Circular As the most effectual mode of complying with that part of your Lordship’s.
Despatch, (R.) circular despatch of the 18th November last, which calls for a report upon

various points connected with the state of the prisons in this colony, I beg to
No.1, 7 Mar. 1896, transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter addressed to me by the commis-

, sioners for regulating the gaol in Bridgetown, in reply to a communication from
No. 3, 5 Mar. 1836, Myself (copy also enclosed), forwarding a copy of your Lordship’s despatch, and

, of the accompanying volumes of Reports on the Prisons in England. These
volumes I have placed in their hands, considering that they will be moreusefully
disposed of than by being transmitted to the Legislature, who have butvery
recently passed a Bill for regulating the gaol, which will, I trust, be considered
satisfactory by your Lordship, to whom it was transmitted for His Majesty’s

Vide Papers relative gracious allowance, with my despatch of the 30th December last, No. 57,
to the Abolition of Barbados.

Slavery, 1836, °

redRaezi, In addition to the gaol in Bridgetown, there are six police stations in theisland,
page 44. one in each district of the rural police ; the buildings are, however, not yet com-

pleted, and we have therefore not been able to establish so great an uniformity of
practice as is desirable. JI shall on a future occasion have the honour to report
upon them; and, in the mean time, beg to refer your Jsordship to the following
Acts passed by the Legislature of this island, which bear upon these establish-

 

ments :—.

Vide Papers relative Ayn Acr for the temporary Establishment of a Rural Police for this Island.—
to the Abolition of (Passed 24 April 1835.)
Slavery, 1833-5,

Part 2, Appendix, Aw Acr to provide for the building of Houses of Correction and Police Establish-
vin 3 ments.—(Passed 14 Sept. 1835.)

le ditto ditto, 1836 ;

pase 30% Appendis, An Acr for the Establishment of Rules and Regulations for the Government and
Vide ditto ditto, 1836, Discipline of the Rural Police of this Island.—{ Passed 9 Dec. 1835.)

pene3,0) Appendis, I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosures in No. 576.

(No. 1.)

Enclosures in Cory of a LETTER from the Commissioners for regulating the Gaol in Bridgetown,
No. 576. to Sir Lionel Smith.

May it please your Excellency, Common Gaol, 7 March 1836.
In answer to your desire, that we should make a report to you on the present state of the

prisons of this island, we, the undermentioned members of the board of superintendence of
the common gaol of this island, have, at our meeting this day, endeavoured to make such
a statement to you, as it is at present in our powertodo, .

Every attempt to suppress crime by a course ofprison discipline is so novel an undertaking
in this island, that we find ourselves under the necessity of adverting more to what we hope
to effect, than to what has already been effected. Hitherto, our gaol has been so wholly
inadequate to our wants, and has been so neglected, that only the worst results could have
been expected from such a vicious system. We have to plead in apology for the neglect of
such important duty, the mal-conduct and want of judgment permitted in this same depart-
ment in the mother country, as elicited by the able and voluminous reports of the Jate com-
missioners of inquiry; the long distracted state of our colony during the agitation of the
slavery question, now happily terminated ; and the alienation of the four and a half per cent.
duty, on which the support and maintenance of our gaol was, from the first settlement of the
colony, contemplated. We can, therefore, show you the results of no past experience; a8
a proof of our good intentions for the future, we refer you to the present Gaol Bill, lately

established
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established into law ; by that you will find that the religious instruction of the prisoners is

rovided for, not only by the appointment of a chaplain, but the Lord Bishop of the diocese

5, made an ex officio member of this Board. The health of the prisoners is under the care of

a highly competent surgeon, a matron is appointed for the superintendence of the females,

and we are making the most strenuous efforts, at an expense we are little able to sustain, to

arrange the building, and fit it for the classification of prisoners, to as great a degree as our

fonds will permit us. An exact journal is kept of every transaction, of the reception and

discharge of prisoners, Xe. We are aware that there is no department of political science

more important than that which relates to the statistics of crime; without an accurate know-

ledge of facts, the business of legislation.on this head becomes an unprofitable and hazardous

course of experimenting in the dark; we shall therefore not fail to have kept a faithful

register. A treadmill of good construction is kept on the premises, the use of which, alter-

nately with stone-breaking by task for the roads and streets, constitute the punishment for

criminals sentenced to hard labour. It must be obvious to you, Sir, that few public institu-

tions can succeed merely by their own merits and the industry of their conductors; the

strong connexion which exists between many departments powerfully affect each other. We

have received all the aid we could have expected from the ‘lown-hall committee, for which

we make our acknowledgments. The lunatic asylum in this town being a parochial and not

a general establishment, we have no co-operation with the governors of it, and are at present

burthened with two maniacs, with whom properly we have no concern. On the co-operation

with us by the surveyors of the highways much of our internal economy will depend; we

look to them for a supply of stone to be broken, and to take away that which is prepared for

their business, which 1s likely to be to an amount that will render the maintenance of the

risoners far from being a total loss. Close as is the connexion between this gaol and those

of the five districts in the interior of the country, we cannot fail to be powerfully affected by

the manner in which those penitentiaries are conducted; without a uniformity of system and

a generally effective restraint on crime and idleness, the effect of one gaol’s discipline in a

country can avail but little. We cannot allude to those penitentiaries without offering thanks

to your Excellency, which are felt by the whole country, for your unwearied efforts to make

them all that they were designed for. A catalogue of all the inmates, with the crimes for

which they are committed, now resident in this gaol, is handed to you. We have only now

to add, that from the zeal and activity of the provost-marshal, we fully expect our Gaol Bill

will be ably and profitably carried into effect, and that our next report will prove satisfactory

to you.
y We remain, &c.

(signed) C. Barrow. E. H. Moore, .

Benjamin Ifill. Rob. Hendy, bp Loc
Joseph Evelyn. Christopher Gill, agis °
George N. Taylor.

 

(No. 2.)

RETURN of Prisoners committed to the Gaol for Hard Labour or Treadmill by the respective Authorities, between

1 December 1835 and 29 February 1836.

 

  

Sente: - : . 2 . . .

sacs Com: Committed by the Stipendiary Magistrate for con Whole| Whole Remain

rt} bythe j7 “by the
: / ; 4!Number| Number| Gaol

Sec Tice Diatict | Distict | District| District| Distt | Dist Parent, ceived| released. 22Fe
Dec.1835.! gistrates. gistrates,

 

 

MAL OF.) M.] OF. m.| ¥. | a. F.|M.| F.| M.] F.{ M.| F. w.| F. m.| v. |B. &F. M.& F. (M&F,

{!
18} ~| 292] 5| 68| a9: us| 7] aj] 7] 1) 7{ 31/33

Of which 104 days’ labour have been employed breaking stones ; the balance performed on the treadmill.

 
 

52; 23} 9 333 232 101               

   

 

(No. 3.)
Government-House, Barbados,

Gentlemen, 5 March 1836.
I wave the honour to enclose you a despatch from the Secretary of State, calling upon me

to report on the prison discipline and state of the gaols in this island.
I am aware how litile time there has been to effect those improvements in our prison

*ystem iathis island, which it has been the object of our Legislature, even inanticipationof
this communication from home, to adopt; but | shall feel myself very much obliged to you if
you will, as far aspossible, give me information to enuble me to answer the various queries
contained in the despatch, and stating, at the same time, the principles in progress to

521. xx2 assimilate
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BARBADOS._ assimilate our prison system, as far as local circumstances may allow, with the system of
the mother country ; and if you have any suggestions to offer, by which the home authorities
may be able to aid your praiseworthy exertions in this department, it will give me great
pleasure to support them.

Ihave to beg you will enter the enclosed circular on your records, as a guide for the
annual reports I shall anxiously expect from you, and I have further the pleasure to la
before your Board three reports from the Lords’ Committee, which may eventually tend to
assist your labours.

I have, &c.
Toon H ble CB (signed) — Lionel Smith,e Honourable C. Barrow, :
The Honourable B. Hill, } Members of Council.
aiToston Eat} Members of the House of Assembly,

and the Police Magistrates present, Commissioners for regulating the Gaol.

 

— No. 577.—

No. 577. Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord
Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, 17 March 1836.

(No. 22.)

I uave the honour to enclose, for his Majesty’s most gracious consideration,
the transcripts of the following Acts passed by the Legislature of this colony,
VIZ, o-—

Vide App. No.187. _ No. 590.—An Act to provide a Medical Practitioner and Matron for the
Benefit of the Prisoners at each of the Police Stations in this Island.

Vide App. No.188. |No. 591.—A Supplemental Act to an Act, intituled “ An Act for the better
regulating the Common Gaol in this Island.”

Vide App.No. 189. } No. 592.—An Act to provide an Office in Bridgetown for the Special
ustice, &c.

 

—No. 578. —

No. 578. Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to GovernorSirLionelSmith, x.c...,
dated Downing-street, 21 June 1836.

I nave the honour to transmit to you an Order of his Majesty in Council,
dated 15th instant, leaving to their operation the following Acts passed by the
Legislature of Barbados :—

Vide App. No.187. _ No. 590.—An Act to provide a Medical Practitioner and Matron for the
Benefit of the Prisoners at each of the Police Stations in this Island.

Vide App. No.188. No 591.—A Supplemental Act to an Act, intituled “ An Act for the better
regulating the Common Gaol of this Island.” ;

Vide App. No.189. No. 592.—An Act to provide an Office in Bridgetown for the Special
Justice, &e.

 

—No. 579.—

No. 579. | Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 39.)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 7 December 1836.

x I po myself the honour of transmitting, for your Lordship’s information, the
NO. 1. . 7 oe . d10 Nov. 1836. enclosed report, obtained from the commissioners of the gaol of Bridgetown, an
“No.2. Of @ communication addressed to them by me after visiting that establishment.

6 Dec. 1836. Such suggestions as it occurred to me to offer upon that occasion were readily
~~~ aeceded to. Solitary cells are about to be erected, and will afford a resource

evidently salutary, at least in the case of females. An hospital, with suitable
apartments
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apartments for the reception of prisoners of both sexes, is to be added; and I

have reason to expect that arrangements will be made for eventually removing

lunatics into an institution exclusively appropriated, under medical superin-

tendence, to patients of thatclass.

The only obstacles impeding the progress of these improvements seem to arise

from the limited pecuniary means at the disposal of the Legislature; and it is to

be hoped, therefore, at no very distant period these obstacles will be successfully,

although gradually, surmounted.
I have, &c.

(signed)  £.J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 579.

(No. 1.)

May it please your Excellency,

Ws have devoted this our stated day of meeting, according to the requisition of the Gaol

Act, to the execution of your commands.
When we state to your Excellency that this is only the second report which has been

made by this Board of Supermtendence, and that the law which commenced the reform of

this prison, and under the provisions of which we now act, has not been in force quite one

year, and that full six months of that time have been occupied in fitting up this imperfect

prison, you will see that this institution is in its infancy, and that much of that great result

which is expected from it cannot have been accomplished. We refer your Excellency to the

reports on the state of the prisons in the mother country, by which you will see that the

amount of success obtained there in prisons long constructed, and on the greatest scale, is
not considered to have been great.
The circumstances which have proved impediments to us, are, first, our being as yet with-

out proper means of coercion; we have obtained the permission of the late Governor in

Council to apply to the Town-hall committee to erect 18 solitary cells, and from the ready

accordance and co-operation we received from the gentlemen forming this committee, in our

last building and repairs, we feel assured that they will speedily supply this want, In the

absence of solitary cells, the prisoners have been well aware of our difficulties and inefficient

equipment, and of the responsibility under which we authorize the use of the cat; and as

they do not lack for seditious communication, they have frequently opposed the discipline of

the house, have refused to stand on the treadmill, or to perform their task of stone-breaking.

On these occasions, although we are aware that a sentence from a court of competent autho-

rity implies the power to carry it into execution by the best means that are available, we

have consulted the English reports, ever desirous of adhering to the example of the mother
country, and find that solitary cells, whipping, and irons are the punishments resorted to

for disorderly conduct, but solitary cells generally. In our cases we had no alternative but

to sanction the use of the cat, as sparingly as was possible, or to permit the sentences to be

turned into mockery. As instances of the many difficulties which surround us, we must
observe that solitary cells, when we obtain them (although they will doubtless be of great
use) are not likely to be generally the aid here that they are in an European country ; the
solitary cell is a punishment most keenly felt by the active and, toa degree, enlightened
mind, when shut out from all external objects, and forced upon reflection. The gross natures
and obtunded intellects of our convicts will sleep away the time, and suffer comparatively

little. We in like manner are deprived of the power which is possessed in an English gaol,

of addressing exhortation to the prisoners by the means of letters; few or none of our pri-

soners (the greater part of whom are apprenticed labourers) can read; it is not only useless

to give them little plain religious tracts, but they cannot read rules hung up in their cells,
Nor see, was it constantly placed before their eyes, as it would be, that they will benefit by
and be treated more kindly for orderly behaviour. As a preventive to crime, we are de-

prived of the effect (most powerful in England) of the fear of loss of character, by having
een imprisoned. The English prisoner knows when he is committed, he incurs, with pre-

sent punishment, loss of future employment, at least in his old calling. No farmer or shop-
keeper will hire a convict. Our apprenticed labourer knows he will go back to his employ-
ment uninjured in this respect. Indeed, there has been no legal necessity till lately for

character for the exercise of many gainful trades, which afforded great facility for committing
crime. Persons alternately lived in gaols, and sold spirits, or were hawkers or pedlars, or
even sold the great necessary of life as butchers. Potter, the white man, and the two
blacks whipped with him last session for stealing stock, had been several times convicted of
stealing animals to slaughter, and were at once known in the market-place as thieves and
butchers, Our great reliance has been on prison discipline, which is effective only to a cer-

tain extent; and in conducting this we have had another great impediment to our exertions,
in the difficulty we have had to obtain faithful and competent servants. This is sometimes
experienced in England ; but here, where the salaries are smaller and the choice circum-

scribed, we almost despair of success. The gaoler should not only be a man of correct
habits and true religious feeling, but he should be a man of good understanding, competent

to be the many petty discretions with which he must be trusted to advantage, and incapable
. ww @ of
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No. 2.

No. 3»

No. 4.
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No. 6.

No. 7.
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of deceiving us. The subordinate turnkeys are impatient of restraint, and regardless ofbeing discharged. We can only say, that we shall always endeavour to have eraployed the
best that can be obtained. It must be allowed to be some proof of cleanliness and venti-
lation, that to this time we have had only one case of typhus fever, and no other epidemic
in the gaol, notwithstanding the extreme heat of the season and the prevalence of disease.
We are able to state that our prison discipline, imperfect as it may be, does not seem to
have been wholly inoperative; the number who have been recommitted a second time for hard
labour, during the 10 months the present Bill has been in force, have been very few out of
the whole number committed. The work performed in stone-breaking, between the days of
the profitless treadmill, has been generally about 15 baskets a day to each prisoner, on an
average, including females, old and feeble persons; the stone being very refractory, and the
tools very soft and bad. The total quantity of stone delivered to the surveyors of roads to
this time has been, from 20th June, 168 cart loads, with which several of the principal streets
and cross streets of the town have been much improved.
And here we must observe, that no other work that the prisoners could have been put to

could have been so valuable, and at the same time so compatible with restraint andprison
discipline, and particularly the enforcement of silence, as far asit is practicable. Thepave-
ment of the streets of the town cannot be worse than it is, without intending to censure the
surveyors, who had not means, and we hope in time to remedy this evil.

In the Appendix annexed to this, we furnish your Excellency with a review of thepresent
inmates of the gaol, and of the commitments since the last session and gaol delivery.
With regard to the dependence which the public may place on this gaol as the means of

suppressing crime, we think it an erroneous opinion that crime can be kept down solely by
the terrors of prison discipline, ever so skilfully and faithfully enforced. ‘The gaol is only a
necessary part of the system of government, an aid, and final resort; the most important
part of this system is wise legislation, based on statistics, tending to the prevention of crime,
the abstraction oftemptation, and the wholesome and constitutional regulation ofthe actions of
individuals, To permit, by the omission or laxity of laws, the facility of committing crimes,
and the ability of persons destitute of regular employment or estate to live in idleness, is
the sure way to fill this prison with tenants, who will go hence rendered worse by conta-
mination.
The speedy and certain punishment of crime, which the proper establishment of quarter

sessions would afford, would lessen the work of the provost-marshal, and assist our efforts.
The Legislature have shown such good intentions to protect the community, that we feel
assured they will not stop short in the work. Combined with wise legislation and a vigorous
police, we trust that this establishment will fulfil every reasonable expectation of it, and
will perform its part in suppressing the crime of the country.

(signed) C. Barrow. EE. Hl. Moore.
B. Ifill. R. Hendy.

Town-hall, 10 Nov. 1836. Joseph P. Evelyn. C. Gill.
John Bovell.

 

Notes and References to the Lords’ Reports.

No. 1.—1st Report, p. 14.—Evidence, Wm. Crawford, esq., 28th July 1835.
4th & Sth Report, p. 478.—Evidence, G. T. Buller, esq.
4th & 5th Report, p. 478.—Evidence, Sir Peter Laurie, on Giltspur-street Compter,

Borough Compter, and Newgate.
4th & Sth Report, p. 479.—Evidence of J. M. Straghn, esq.

No, 2.*-—1st Report, p. 280.—Evidence, H. Capper, esq., superintendent of convict esta-
blishment. Head of office of Home Department, criminal business.

1st Report, p. 173.—Evidence, T. C. Neale, esq., governor of Springfield gaol,
Essex. , :

1st Report, p. 246.—No. 15. Evidence, Mr, Chesterton on Coldbath-fields, said to
be the best prison.

No. 3.—Ist Report, p. 245.—Evidence, Mr. Chesterton on solitary cells, and their effect on
different prisoners.

No. 4.—1st Report, p. 43.—Evidence, Rev. W. Russel respecting gaol servants.
No. 5.—This is exclusive of the labour performed during the building and repairs ofthe gaol,

amounting to a great deal of work, but not capable of being returned; certainly
equal to the stone broken since, and having saved the country a very great ex-
pense. ,

No. 6.—We have sent to England for well-tempered hammers, which are not to be had here.
No. 7.—Ist & 2d Report, p. 482.—Evidence of J. M. Straghn, esq., on the inefficiency of

gaol discipline without preventive laws.

 

* On the impossibility and impolicy of doing away with corporal punishment in some cases, t0
obtain discipline in gaois.
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Gaol Reportfrom 20 June to 5 November inclusive.

 

13 prisoners for debt. ; 3 trespasses.
18 imprisonment, hard labour, and stripes.| 101 disobedience.
7 imprisonment alone, 54 insolence.
8 ditto with hard labour. 84 idleness and neglect.
9 not tried. 95 desertion,
2 charged with murder. 14 injury to property.
1 ditto with rape. 6 soldiers under Mutiny Act.
1 bestiality. 1 nuisance.
19 burglary. 31 assaults.
15 larceny. 10 want sureties for the peace.
1 perjury. — 7 vagrants. ;

10 sheep-stealing, over 25s. 4 selling without licence.
1 arson. 12 seamen deserters.
34 stealing under value 25s. 2 soldiers for transportation.

156 petty thefts. 3 insane.
7 stealing poultry. 1 stealing manure.

41 stealing roots, trash, fuel, &c. 1 exciting sedition.

 

(No. 2.)

Government-House, Barbados,
Gentlemen, 6 December 1836.
On having an opportunity of comparing the statements contained in your communication of

the 10th ultimo, with the actual condition of the common gaol, the Governor recognizes with
pleasure the evident pains which have been bestowed on the arrangements of that prison, not
only in the promotion of cleanliness and ventilation, but in many other essential points con-
nected with its interior economy and discipline. It is peculiarly satisfactory to the Governor
to have learnt likewise from the right reverend prelate and members of the Board of Super-
intendence, whom his Excellency had the pleasure of meeting at the Court-house yesterday,
that their views coincide with the Governor’s respecting the progressive removal of imper-
fections noticed in your report as still affecting this important institution, and his Excellency
cannot but participate in your anticipation, that the Legislature will readily contribute, in
support of your zealous and meritorious exertions, every liberal assistance towards its ame-
horation consistent with the means at their command.

I have, &e.
(signed) J. H. Ponsonby, Acting P. S.

Commissioners for superintending the Common Gaol.

 

— No. 580. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 14.)

Sir, Downing-street, 14. February 1837.
I wave received, and have read with attention, your despatch, No. 39, of the

7th December, enclosing the second report of the Board of Superintendence on the
state of the Gaol of Bridgetown in Barbados, and a copy of a letter addressed
to them by yourself after visiting that establishment.

I consider the report as honourable to the judgment and industry of its
authors, and am the more encouraged to look forward to the ultimate success of
their efforts for the improvement of prison discipline, when I observe that the
gentlemen composing the commission combine so clear a view of the difficulties
with which they have to contend, with so firm a resolution to encounter them
with perseverance. Iam much impressed with the truth of their remarks on the
difficulty of rendering the restraints of a prison effectual for the improvement of
those who do not enter it with some previous education, and with some self-

respect, and value for the respect of others. This appears to afford a collateral
and unexpected argument in favour of diffusing Christianity and elementary
nowledge amongst all classes of society, since it becomes necessary, with

regard to delinquents destitute of those advantages, to substitute, for a discipline
dreaded by others, a recourse to punishments by which submission and authority
are obtained at the expense of bodily suffering and mental degradation.

have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

521,
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— No. 581.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.B.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 24.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 13 April 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for his Majesty’s gracious allowance,

Vide App. No. 1go. the transcript of an Act (No. 603), intituled “ An Act to fix and confer Settle.
ment orRight ofPaupers to dwell irremoveablyin some one particular Parish,&e. 3”
together with the report of the Attorney-general, pointing out certainobjections,

26 March 1836. which, however, I did not think of sufficient importance to induce me to dissent

Enclosure in
No. 581.

to the Act.

[ have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Sinith.

 

Enclosure in No. 581.

Extract of a REPORT of Mr. Attorney-General Sharpe, dated Bridgetown,
26 March 1836.

I uave perused an Act of the Legislature, forwarded by your Excellency for my
consideration, intituled “ An Act to fix and confer Settlement or Right of Paupers to dwell
irremoveably in some one particular Parish of this Island, &c.”
Some of the provisions of this Act I consider to be very objectionable, but I do not deem

myself authorized to recommend your Excellency to withhold your assent from it, as it
contains others of a very salutary kind.

{t embraces three objects: the introduction of paupers’ settlements, and the maintenance
of the aged and infirm poor; the punishment of disorderly persons, rogues, and vagabonds;
the maintenance of bastard children. Clauses 1. 3. 4 and 14 apply to the first object of
the Bill.

The second object is provided for by clauses 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12 and 13; these, with
the exception of clause 11, are unobjectionable; against this clause it may fairly be urged
that the person described as an offender having committed some one of the offences enu-
merated in clause 7, he ought to be subjected to the ordinary form of trial preparatory to
receiving so severe a sentence. For a second offence this summary proceeding may be
adopted ; but, in the peculiar situation of the great mass of our population,alittle mildness
shown, for the present, in fixing the punishment of their vices, may not be misplaced.
hg tnses 14 and 15 provide for the better protection of magistrates in the execution of
their duty.
The remaining clauses of the Bill apply to the third object of it.
Of these, 20 and 22 appear to be objectionable; the former, because it confers an

authority too extensive on the churchwardens over such children, being illegitimate,
as are born and brought up in their parishes. Unhappily, under the debasing influence of
slavery, the morals of the adult portion of the black and coloured population are not so
improved as to lead either sex to view fornication as criminal; children of this description,
consequently, are very numerous, and will be so until the habits of these classes improve.
If the parents of an illegitimate child are willing to support it, there can be no good reason
for removing it from the parents, and such authority should be expressly confined to cases
only of desertion by the parents of the child, or where the parish may have borne the cost
of maintaining the child. The words “ Indenture of apprenticeship,” should be erased,
and the words “ Indented apprentices” substituted.
The other clause, from containing, in the first and second lines the words “ deserted and

unprovided,” seems to be restrained to cases only where the parents shall be guilty of any
of the offences stated in the preceding clause, and it may admit of some doubt whether its
provisions can be applied to putative fathers of children upon whom orders for maintenance
may be made under clause 14; in which case there will be no means of compelling the
putative father to pay for the maintenance of the child, which may, therefore, be left abso-
lutely without food. I may appear over anxious upon this point, but the experience your
£xcellency has had of the suffering which the little children have had to bear, will justify
me with you. Nothing ought to be left uncertain or insecure where they are concerned; the
parish officers will not voluntarily admit any legal obligation upon their parishes to support
these children, The English statutes will be denied operation, and I am not aware that there
are any means of compelling the parishes to maintain such children.

Clause 2 does not belong to either of the heads of arrangement under which I have
classed the provisions of the Act. It provides for the safe custody, or otherwise for the
punishment of persons committed for want of surety for good behaviour, and brought before
the court of grand sessions to be discharged under the commission ofgaol delivery. Besides
being improperly placed in this Act, it is objectionable, as it may authorize an imprisonmen

‘ar
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or an indefinite term without previous trial ; persons included in the description stated may

never find security, and their imprisonment would be perpetual, I think it would be sufficient

to declare all such persons for a second offence vagabonds, and to punish them accordingly,

if the circumstances under which they are committed should, in the opinion of the court,

authorize it so to deal withthem.

 

—No. 582.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Gilenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart

(No. 5.)

Sir, Downing-street, 28 November 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Lionel Smith’s despatch

(No. 24) of the 13th April last, transmitting an Act (No. 603) for settling the
right of paupers to dwell irremoveably in some one particular parish; accompa-
nied by a report from the Attorney-general, raising certain objections to the
said Act.
The second clause of this Act provides, that when any person shall be

brought before any justice of the peace or sessions, and shall be required to find

security for good behaviour to keep the peace, and shall not be able to find such
security, he is not to be discharged, even at a gaol delivery, but is to be commit-
ted to the house of correction until such security be found.
My first objection to this clause is, that it is foreign to the general objects of

the Act in question. It is a general regulation for the guidance of courts and
justices in administering the criminal law, introduced intoa series of provisions
for the prevention of vagrancy, for the settlement of the poor, and the mainte-
nance of bastards.

Secondly, the rule itself is drawn up in terms which probably do not coincide
with the real intention of its authors. If a man be committed for want of
security to keep the peace, or for good behaviour, it is the usual, if not the
invariable, custom to assign a period beyond which the imprisonment is not to
last. But this clause would justify, if not require, the confinement of such
a prisoner until some sufficient bail could be found, which, in many cases, would
be precisely equivalent to a sentence of imprisonment for life.
The 22d clause enables the ordinary justices of the peace to sentence preedial

apprenticed labourers, in certain cases, to perform extra labour in the service of
their cmployer. It is repugnant to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery that
such a jurisdiction should be entrusted to any justice of the peace not holding a
special commission.

For these reasons, his Majesty would not be disposed to sanction this Act,
unless the objections to which I have adverted were obviated by the necessary
amendments; but even if so amended, his Majesty would be unwilling to con-
firm this statute at present, but would suspend his decision until the arrival, or
the near approach of the time appointed for the close of the apprenticeship.
I shall best explain the motives for this hesitation by the following extract from
the Report presented to the House of Commons by the Committee which was
appointed, during the last session, to inquire into the execution of the law for
the abolition of slavery. They express their opinion, “ that such enactments as
are intended to come into operation after 1840, should, as much as possible, be
delayed till that period shall arrive; and, at all events, be ‘postponed till the
time which more immediately precedes it.”
__ Under these circumstances, you will acquaint the Council and Assembly that
ifthe amendments which I have mentioned be introduced into this Act, his
Majesty will acquiesce in the operation of it for the present, although reserving
his final decision to a future period. On the other hand, should the Legislature
decline to make those amendments, his Majesty will, although very reluctantly,
be advised to disallow the Act, so soon as that refusal is ascertained.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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BARBADOS.

No. 582.



BARBADOS.

 

No. 583.

No. 58a.

354 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 583.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.s., to Lord
Glenelg.

(No. 53.)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 27 July 1836.

I very anxiously submit the following questions to yor Lordship, which are
indeed of great importance to this island, but whichI have discouraged being
brought before the Legislature until I was acquainted with your Lordship’s sen-
timents how far they could be recommended for the Royal approbation.

I shall take this opportunity of saying, that in the present state of our condi-
tion, too strict an adherence to the constitutional principles of the British
Government would, in many instances, be misplaced, and that we must have
strong, though just laws, for the proper control of people coming out of slavery,
that they should not abuse liberty.

Question 1st. The regulation of land allotments to Negroes, whether in lieu of
allowances or rewards for good behaviour. The Legislature is desirous to pass an
Act, compelling that one-third of such allotments should be planted in vendible
articles, such as sugar, ginger, arrowroot, &c., and two-thirds in food. This is a
most serious question; for the landlords allowing provision ground, if it is not so
cultivated, have no means of subsisting their people, and famine must follow.
Would your Lordship approve of a Bill for this object?

Question 2d. Transportation of felons. Many of the ablest bodied men in the
island are now transported annually to New South Wales at a great expense to
the colony. The Legislature wish to give me the power cf commuting trans-
portation in particular cases for an equal number of years to hard labour. To
effect this, however, they taust be leg-fettered to prevent their running away, as
we should not have police enough, or any military guard to take care of them.
Certain it is, many desperate characters do not care for transportation, and if
your Lordship would approve of a Bill to the effect stated above, much useful
labour might be saved to the colony, and a better example of punishment be
shown.

Question 3d. The children became free under the Abolition Act; some of them
are now eight years old; I have complaints from all parts of the country of their
dissolute, idle habits. They will not go to school; but the little work they do is
stealing for their parents. Would your Lordship approve of a coercive Bill to
compel their attending schools, and giving what assistance they could to field
labour, so as to give them habits of industry; and if it was feared the planters
would appropriate their labour unjustly, it might be restricted to the cultivation
of the Negroes’ allotments,

I have, &e.
(signed) =Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 584.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor.

(No. 4.)

Sir, Downing-street, 28 November 1836.
I nave received Sir Lionel Smith’s despatch, dated the 27th July, in which

he proposes for my solution certain questions, which I will transcribe, with the
answers which they appear to me to require,

ist. Sir Lioncl Smith asks whether his Majesty would object to the enact-
ment of a law, of which the effect should be to compel the cultivation of the
lands allotted to the Negroes, according to the following rule, viz. that one-third
of such lands should be planted in vendible articles, and two-thirds in food.
answer, that it would be impossible to approve a law prescribing positively, and
without reference to the change of times, the rise and fall of markets, and other
circumstances, the cultivation of a certain definite amount of land with any par-
ticular kind of produce. It is too evident to require any formal proof thatsuch

a law
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a law must either be continually violated, or must involve the cultivator inruin-

ous losses, and society at large in extreme inconvenience. I see no reason to

doubt that these matters will adjust themselves much more advantageously by

the ordinary resource ofjudicious contracts between the landlord and the tenant,

than by the direct intervention of the Legislature.
adly.. It is inquired whether objection would be made to substitute the com-

pulsory labour of convicts within the island itself for their transportation, the

difficulty anticipated being, that in order to render their labour profitable, they

must be worked beyond the precincts of the gaol, and that to prevent their escape

when so worked, they must be confined with fetters. I answer, that Iperceive

no objection to this lan, if it be extended only to the case of able-bodied men,

with an express exclusion of females, and of the young, the aged, and the infirm,

and if effectual security can be taken that the fetters be neither in their

form nor their weight more distressing than may be indispensable for preventing

the escape of the offender. I should not, however, be disposed to sanction the

use of any fetters more galling than those which are in use for convicts employed
at the hulks, or in public works in this country. Of course also it must be
understood that irons are not to be used in substitution for a proper police
guard, but only in aid of their exertions to prevent escape. With these precau-
tions, I should regard the change favourably, as the objections to transporting
convicis to New South Wales are daily becoming more urgent.
The third question is, whether there is any objection to a law compelling the

attendance of Negro children at school, in cases in which they may refuse or
neglect to attend voluntarily. I answer, that not only would his Majesty’s
Government not object to such an enactment, but they would receive it with the
utmost satisfaction. No member of society has any moral right to bring up in
ignorance even his own children, when the means of a religious and moral edu-
cation are placed within his reach, and if this parental duty be neglected, the
State has the most unquestionable title to enforce the performance of it, for the
general security and welfare of society at large. In this country, indeed, there
have been found sufficient reasons for not resorting to measures of this kind; but
in the present state of the British West Indies those reasons are either inappli-
cable, or are overborne by ihe force of the motives which demand coercion when
other means of imparting knowledge fail.

Finally, Sir Lionel Smith inquires whether objection would be made to a
Bill compelling idle children to labour, either in the fields, or in the provision
grounds of their parents. Upon this subject it is at once difficult and hazardous
to express an opinion until the question assumes a more definite shape. I may
state, however, that compulsory ficld labour is a remedy for the idleness of
children to which his Majesty’s Government would most reluctantly give their
sanction. The teudency of such a system, if once established, is too obvious for
argument or illustration. It would prepare the way for a new, though milder
form of pradial slavery,and obstruct the growth of those habits and motives
which are essential to the formation of a free and independent peasantry. On
the other hand, the idleness of children, if carried beyond the limits of the
recreation, of which at that time of life a very large measure is not only blame-
less but useful, may beso injurious to society at large, as well as to themselves, as
to demand the interposition of the Legislature. It seems to me, however, that
so long as the resource remains of sending such idlers to school, and of placing
themwhen there under wholesome scholastic discipline, there can be but little
occasion for more severe measures.

, I have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 585. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 6.)
Sir, Downing-street, 30 November 1836.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the despatch from the officer
administering the government of Barbados of the 17ih September last, (No. 4,)

521. enclosing
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enclosing copies of the indictment and
Nicholson, an apprenticed labourer,
tenced to transportation for life.
Having considered the papers transmitted, I find no reason to doubt the law-

fulness of the conviction in this case. Considering that Nicholson had been
formerly convicted and punished for larceny, I fear that he must be regarded as
a hardened offendér, and that the severity of the sentence of transportation for
life may, therefore, not be excessive. I entertain, however, very strong doubts
whether this kind of secondary punishment is well adapted to prevent the com-
mission of crime in the West Indies. The Negro population can hardly be sup-
posed to possess any definite notions respecting the place to which criminals are
sent, or the penalties awaiting them there. Great as is the existing demand for
labour in the West Indies, the removal even of criminals would seem to be inex-
pedient, as subtracting the work which they might perhaps be compelled toper-
orm in the public roads; while the introduction of any considerable number of
the Negro race into the Australian colonies is to be deprecated for many reasons,
applying to that part of his Majesty’s dominions, though inapplicable elsewhere.

This subject having already been taken into consideration by Sir Lionel Smith,
in reference to Barbados, I would recommend it to the serious consideration of
the respective Governments and Legislatures of all the Windward Islands, who
might perhaps concur in the adoption of some general scheme of secondary
punishment, producing a more wholesome terror, subjecting the revenues toa
smaller charge, and relieving the Australian colonies from an inconvenience
to which they ought not to be subjected.

judge’s notes of evidence in the case of
who had been convicted of felony, and ene

I have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 586.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir FE. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.
to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, 30 December 1836.

I wave the honour herewith to forward to your Lordship copy of the under-
mentioned Act, together with its summary; viz.

No. 610.—An Act, intituled an Act to authorize the employment of Prisoners
on Public Works.

 

Enclosure in No. 586.

No. 610.—An ACT to authorize the Employment of Prisoners on Public Works.
Opinion.

THE impossibility of finding employment
for the prisoners sentenced to hard labour
and confined in the common gaol has given
rise to this enactment, and as the mode of
employment, and the regulations for enforc-
ing the performance of labour, are placed by
the Act under the immediate control of the
Executive, I consider it a beneficial law. It
also only gives to the commissioners for the
gaol the same powers as to the work to be
performed by the prisoners as the several
special justices have over the apprenticed
labourers, the difference being only in requir-
ing the more immediate sanction of the Go-
vernor for their rules and regulations.

It will much lessen the labour on the tread-
mill, and may, if effectually put into opera-
tion, also diminish the number of persons
transported, which I consider of great im-
portance, as there is no great fear among the
abouring population of that kind of punish-
ment.

(signed) R. Boucher Clarke.

30 Dec. 1836.

Summary.
The first clause of this Act authorizes the

commissioners appointed under “ An Act for
better regulating the Common Gaol of this
Island,” to work the prisoners confined there
under sentence of hard labour on the public
works of the island in the town of Bridge-
town, or within the distance of one mile from
the limits of the town, or in cleaning and re-
pairing the streets and roads as above. __
The second clause authorizes the commis-

sioners to prepare certain rules and regula-
tions for working the prisoners, andwhich
must be submitted to the Commander-in-
Chief for the time being for his approval.
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—No. 587. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray

MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 29 April 1837.

| wave the honour to transmit an Order of his Majesty in Council, dated 26th

instant, leaving to its operation the following Act passed by the Legislature of

Barbados:
No. 610.—An Act, intituled an Act to authorize the employment of Prisoners

on Public Works.

 

— No. 588. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.

to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, 24 Feb. 1837.

(No. 43-)
Wiru reference to your Lordship’s despatches of the 28th and goth November

last, Nos. 4, 5, and 6, the copy of a message from the House of Assembly is

enclosed upon the subject, 1st, of convicted felons; 2d, of the Act (603), for

settling the rights of the paupers, &e.; 3d, of the education of free children of

apprenticed labourers.

It is satisfactory to observe the importance attached by the House of Assembly

to the education of the free children of apprenticed labourers; and I hope to be

enabled, by an early opportunity, to report further to your Lordship upon this

subject.
 

Enclosure in No. 588.

Exrracts of a MESSAGE from the House of Assembly to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray

MacGregor, Bart., dated 21st February 1837.

Tue House of Assembly has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency the

Governor’s communication ofthe 24th and 31st of January last.

The House requests his Excellency’s acceptance of their best thanks for the promptness

with which he has been pleased to convey the information contained in these extracts from

the despatches of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, which he has

laidbefore them, and beg to offer the following remarks on the several subjects to which

they refer:
ast. In reference to his Lordship’s despatch of the 28th of November 1836, the House

receive with satisfaction the answer of Lord Glenelg, that there is no objection on the part

of his Majesty’s Government that convicted felons should be worked in this colony ina

penal gang, instead of being transported; they have to express their thanks to his Excellency

or the readiness with which he has sanctioned, and indeed commenced, the execution of this

salutary measure; they fully confide in the discretion with which the commutations of sen-

tences of transportation will be permitted by his Excellency, being satisfied that he will

extend it to those cases only in which it will be equally a boon to the individual and to the

community; and they express a hope that, through the zealous exertions of the board of

superintendence of the gaol, they may speedily witness the efficient operation of a system

which, if properly carried into execution, is calculated to confer lasting benefits on the

colony.
The House also will readily accede to the suggestions contained in his Lordship’s despatch

of the 30th of November, to take into consideration, in conjunction with the other Legislatures

of the Windward Government, the adoption ofsome general scheme of secondary punishments,

but they are not at present prepared to express an opinion as to its practicability.

_ 2d. In reference to the Act, numbered 603, “ For settling the rights of paupers to dwell

ittemoveably in some one particular pansh,” the House will proceed to take the same into its

Consideration, with a view to making such amendments as will obviate the objections men-

tioned by his Lordship in his despatch on that subject.

5th.On the subject of the education of the free children of apprenticed labourers, the

House receives with the greatest pleasure the promise of co-operation contained in Lord.

Glenelg’s despatch of the 28th of November. Feeling deeply the importance of the subject,

being fully aware of the erroneous impression unfortunately engendered in the minds of the

parents of these children, and knowing the difficulties w hich attend the successful accom-

plishment of their undertaking, they have deemed it most prudent to appoint a committee to

collect such evidence on the question as will truly inform the House of the real condition and

wants of this the most unprotected class of our peasantry, and thus enable them more effec-

tually to remedy the great and growing evils of their present situation. In the prosecution

of this inquiry the House has sought the aid of his Majesty’s Council, and feel that it may

rely with confidence on obtaining from your Excellency your valuable advice and assistance.

21,

BARBADOS.

 

No. 587.

Vide App. Nos 191-

No. 1.
a1 Feb. 1837.

Enclosure in
No. 588.

Vide No. 584.

Vide No. 585.

Fide No- 584



BARBADOS.

 

No. 589.

No. 590.

Vide App. No. 192.

__

Enclosure in
No. 590.

358 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 589. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 30.)

Sir; Downing-street, 28 April 1837.
I wave received your despatch (No. 43) of the 24th February, in acknow-

ledgment of my despatches of the 2d November (circular) and of’ the 28thand30th of November last, and I have to acquaint you, in answer, that it is highly
satisfactory to me to perceive, from the enclosures accompanying your despatch,
that so cordial a concurrence of opinion subsists between his Majesty’s Govern-
ment and the Assembly of Barbados on the various questions which have formed
the subject of your communications with that House. It is articularly gratifying
to me to observe the manner in which the attention of the House has becn
directed to the important subject of education.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 590.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B., to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 30.)

My Lord, Government-House, Grenada, 20 May 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for his Majesty’s gracious allowance,

the transcript of an Act of the Legislature of Barbados, intituled, (No. 595)
“ An Act to authorize the Killing or Impounding of Sheep, Goats, Hogs, and
Feathered Stock when found trespassing on the Lands of any Plantation or
Place,” together with the observations of the Attorney-general thereon.

I have only to observe, that although this law may at first sight appear severe,
it is ina great measure called for by the nature of the country (which, though
cultivated throughout, is perfectly unenclosed), and the extremely negligent
habits of the lower classes of the population, white as well as coloured.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith,

 

Enclosure in No. 690.

OxseRvATIONS upon an Act to authorize the Killing or Impounding of Sheep, Goats, &c.

Tux object of this Act appears to be to extend the authority which proprietors of plan-
tations have, under clause 30 of the Barbados Abolition Act, to kill or impound the cattle,
hogs, goats, sheep or stock, of their apprenticed labourers, to the killing or impounding of
sheep, goats, hogs, and feathered stock generally. ;

This authority, so far as it extends to enable a party to kill domesticated animals of the
above kind is novel; and it is remarkable that the necessity for conferring it, which by the
reamble of the Act is stated to exist, has not manifested itself before, as theapprenticed

fabourers, in their condition of slaves, were extensive owners of this description ofstock. .
The Act will operate, virtually, as a repeal of the above clause. It authorizes thekilling

of sheep, goats, and feathered stock, and the above-mentioned clause authorizes thekilling
of hogs and feathered stock only.

It is, moreover, partial in its effect, as no corresponding right is given to tenants or
apprenticed labourers to kill the sheep of the landlord or master when trespassing upon
their humble allotments.

Small freeholds in this island, whereon no sugar-works are erected, are calledplaces.

Respectfully submitted,

(signed) H. E. Sharpe.
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—No. 591, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B.

(No. 85.)
Sir, Downing-street, 28 September 1836.

I nave received your despatch of the 2oth of May last, (No. 30,) enclosing the

transcript of an Act passed by the Legislature of Barbados to authorize the killing

or impounding of sheep and other stock found trespassing on any plantation.

Upon the questions controverted between yourself and the Attorney-general

of Barbados with reference to this Act, I would observe, that while that officer

maintains, without any doubt, but also without any explanation, his own judg-

ment that this is a law of needless severity, you have not pronounced a decided

opinion in its favour, but have stated only that it is a law which is “ in a great

measure called for.” The authority of the Council and Assembly is of course

entitled to great weight on such a question; but it is impossible to forget that

the members of those bodies have all a direct personal interest in regard to any

subject debated between the proprietary and the poorer classes. I could there-

fore have wished for a more full and precise exposition of the reasons for and
against this measure.
The Attorney-general further maintains that the word “place,’ as employed

in this Act, is not to be understood in the general and comprehensive sense which

it ordinarily bears, but in a technical and much narrower meaning, which custom

has assigned to it in Barbados. Hence he draws the argument that the effect

of this law will be to shelter from waste the estates of the planters, while it leaves

unprotected the small pieces of land occupied by the apprentices. As you have

not noticed this remark, I am unable to ascertain whether you concur in it, and

whether the objection itself is well founded.
Under these circumstances, his Majesty’s decision on this Act will be suspended

until I shall be in possession of your further report respecting it.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 592. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 37.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 6 December 1836.

I nave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th of

September, (Barbados, No. 85,) addressed to Sir Lionel Smith, on the subjectof

an Act (No. 595) passed by the Legislature of this island to authorize the killing

or impounding of sheep or other stock found trespassing in any plantation.
Being unable to ascertain Sir Lionel’s sentiments upon the points connected

with this Act, adverted to by your Lordship (although Mr. Attorney-general
Sharpe’s report is transcribed in the books of enclosures), I have considered it
advisable to obtain a report from his Majesty’s Solicitor-general, which will be

found enclosed, and whence it clearly appears, that, in this learned gentleman’s.

opinion, the law in question is calculated to afford protection to the poor as well

as to the rich; and if this construction shall be pronounced accurate by your
Lordship, the principal objection against the enactment, urged by Mr. Sharpe,
will necessarily be removed.

I have, &c.
(signed) . J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure in No. 592.

REPORT from His Masesty’s Souicitor-GENERAL.

Sir, 4 December 1836.

I wave the honour to transmit, for his Excellency’s information, my opinion on the Act
for killing or impounding stock while trespassing, and to which his Excellency’sattentioni
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has been drawn by my Lord Glenelg’s despatch on the subject, of the 28th September
(No. 85.) The following are, I apprehend, the reasons for enacting it: There are no hedgesor any sort of inclosure to the fields in this island, and constant damage was done to thegrowing crops by sheep, goats, and hogs, which were commonly let loose in the night inorder that they might supply themselves in this manner with food ; this is not merely com-plained of by the planters, but by the apprenticed labours themselves; and as itis impossibleto catch and impound them, or even to identify them in the night, the party injured was
without remedy. Again, the damage in each case being generally small, the manner pre-scribed by the 30th clause of the Abolition Act for assessing it is deemed impracticable ;for the loss of labour to the employer, and of time to the three freeholders in investigating
each case, is the greater evil of the two.

All the inquires I have made on this subject convince me of the necessity for the lawwhile it has been gratifying to find that the instances of killing have been extremely rare,the knowledge alone that they may be killed while trespassing being sufficient to induce the
owners to keep them tied up.

I cannot consider that the operation of this Act will be to leave unprotected the landsoccupied by apprenticed labourers. They are not excluded from its protection by the wordsof the Act; and as they are in all respects entitled to the protection of every general law,unless they are so excluded, I think it would be impolitic to suppose that they can beexempted by inference, in any case, which is nota necessary Consequence of their present
condition,

I have, &c.
F. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) R. Boucher Clarke.

Acting Private Secretary,
&e. &e. Ke.

 

—No, 593. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 34.)
Sir, Downing-street, 15 May 1837.
On the 28th September last I addressed a despatch to Sir Lionel Smith,

requesting an explanation of certain parts of an Act (No. 595) passed by the Le-
gislature of Barbados to authorize the killing or impounding of cattle found
trespassing on any plantation.

I have had the honour to receive your reply of the 6th December (No. 37),
transmitting a copy of a letter from the colonial Solicitor-general, who appears
to differ in opinion with the Attorney-general, both as to the effects which are
likely to result from the Act in question, as well as in the interpretation which
would be put in the colony upon the term “ place,” as used in the Act.
The Solicitor-general obviously entertains the opinion that the word “ place”

neither requires nor admits of that narrow and technical sense which Mr. Sharpe
has ascribed to it; and, although I could have wished that opinion to have been
more fully explained, I have no reason to doubt the accuracy of it, and therefore,
in reliance on the judgment of Mr. Clarke, I have advised his Majesty to leave
the Act to its operation.

I had the honour of transmitting to you an Order to that effect in my despatch
of the 29th ultimo, but was prevented. at the time from accompanying it with
these observations.

I have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No, 594,—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord
Glenelg.

(No. 39.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 1 July 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copyof the

address which I made to the Legislature at the annual opening of the session on
the 28th ultimo. I shail

8
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I shall have the honour of forwarding to your Lordship in a future despatch
any reply which may be received from either branch of the Legislature.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 594.

COPY of Sir Lionel Smith's AvpREss to the Legislature of Barbados, on opening the Session
on the 28th June 1836.

Mr. President, my Lord Bishop, and Gentlemen of the Council,

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly,

1 nave called you together as early as I could for the dispatch of public business.
It is with pleasure I congratulate you on the general tranquillity of the island. Con-

sidering we were exposed to a severe tempest in the early part of the season, the general
agriculture has returned a good average crop of your most valuable products, from which
I hope I may infer there has been no diminution of industry among the labouring classes.
Although I am sincerely interested in the welfare of this colony, I never indulge in those

politicalflourishes on future prospects, which are always more liable to deceive than inspire

confidence. I cannot, however, advert to the singular advantagesof the locality and vast

population of this colony, without expressing my sanguine hopes that, under a kind Provi-
dence, and wise laws, they will become the guarantees of a lasting prosperity.
With regard to the working of the apprenticeship system, my anxious desire has been to

render its operation of mutual benefit to masters and servants.
While I express my acknowledgments to many proprietors and attornies, who have con-

ducted their estates with great kindness and forbearance towards their dependents, and who,
I trust, are thereby laying the foundation for the security of their properties in time to come,
by the settlement of a contented peasantry, I have, on the other hand, to complain of a class

of small proprietors, who resort to nothing but severity and coercion for the government of
their labourers.
The journals of the magistrates report no less than 65 cases of assaults by employers

against apprentices between the months of January and May last.
If my warning voice could reach these violent spirits, it would tell them they are working

their own ruin. It is for the general interests of society to put down these unlawful acts;
and if I find they are continued, I must appeal to the Legislature for larger penalties for their
more effectual punishment.
The labours of the last sessions have been highly beneficial to the community, by the

enactment of several laws calculated to restrain all classes within the bounds and blessings

of civil liberty.
A people emerging from slavery, and who have been long governed by individual power,

require time and strong general laws before they can justly estimate their change of condition,
and licentiousness is almost a consequence of such change.
Under this allowance for the errors of ignorance, I am not alarmed at the amount of crime

brought before the last court of grand sessions, as compared with an equal population, even
in countries that have long enjoyed liberty.
_ The ministers of religion are doing their duty in establishing the only remedy, the moral
improvement of the people; but their labours cannot be expected to effect much with the
adult population.
On this subject I have to call your attention to my message, dated the 25th January last,

enclosing two despatches from the Secretary of State.
The measure now before the Imperial Parliament for the improvement of the civiland

criminal judicature will, I anxiously hope, meet your cordial support.
There are two subjects which are sources of great anxiety to me, in my endeavours to

administer this government with advantage to all classes of his Majesty’s subjects.
_ Your militia laws, framed for a state of society which no longer exists, have become oppres-

sive, without in any way conducing to efficiency.
I entreat your consideration towards the revision of these laws.
The next is the state of the elective franchise, which I pray to have extended, by equal

qualifications, to a deserving portion of the community, who are now only partially amitted
to its enjoyment. .
Your attention to this will strengthen my means of equal and just government.
Early in the last session I called the attention of the Legislature, by three different mes-

sages, to the state of the law, which made apprenticed labourers, after trial, and whether
acquitted or convicted, subject to imprisonment until they paid certain fees; and also the
state of poor debtors in prison, who have no subsistence allowed them, either from the
country or from their creditors. I was informed the Gaol Bill, then under consideration,
would provide against these defects; but nothing having been done to correct them, I beg
to bring those messages again under your consideration, as well as toa Bill then promised for
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formally vesting in the Crown the forts and batteries which I took in charge more than two
years ago, to save the colony a useless expense.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen ofthe General Assembly,

The Tax Bill having been assented to by the President in my absence, but with m
previous sanction, I earnestly hope you will be able to provide for the public expenses of the
current year, and that you will cause them to be regulated bya strict regard to economy.
The police establishments, which are improving in efficiency, have, I hope, proved worth

the great additional expense they have occasioned.
I am satisfied with the establishments in the rural districts; but earnestly recommend an

addition of five policemen to each division of the town police, and that the whole of that
force should be immediately furnished with new clothing.
You will receive in due course the copies of several communications from the Secretary of

State, to which I beg your earnest and early attention.

Mr. President, my Lord Bishop, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly,

The changes now working in the social condition of the great body of the people will
require your watchful attention, and great application to the duties you have to perform.

anxiously hope that a spirit of union and good understanding may guide your councils,
and you may rely on my prompt co-operation in all measures proposed for the public good.

 

— No. 595.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to Lord
Glenelg.

(No. 49.)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 26 July 1836.

Rererrine your Lordship to my letter of the 1st July 1836 (No. 39), enclosing
my address to the Council and Assembly, I have now the honour of enclosing
copies of their replies; and your Lordship will be glad to see they are in a tone
of moderate contentment and good temper.

I must not, however, conceal from your Lordship that there is still agreat
deal of violenge and cruelty practised on the unfortunate apprentices by low
whites, which I have not had the means of preventing.

It struck me that public exposure would have the best effect, and your Lord-
chip will perceive I consequently introduced the fact in my speech,

I did not wish to irritate by sending forth the proofs; but as this harsh and
unjust treatment is so lightly adverted to by the legislative branches, I am
bound at least to satisfy your Lordship I had good cause for my complaint against
the infraction ofthe law by low proprietors, and I therefore enclose an abstract from
the magistrates’ journals of the apprentices’ complaints against their employers.

I originally protested against the small fine of 51. currency (31. 6s. sterling)
for beating the apprentices, because I knew there were many owners who would
most gladly pay it for the pleasure of maintaining the exercise of an old right
over slaves.

The extreme fine under the Consolidated Slave Act was 100 i, and even that
did not always restrain parties from violence and cruelty.
The magistrates having been in error in seldom even adjudging the extreme

penalty of 52, I sent for them all and remonstrated with them, so that I hope the
frequency ofthe crime may be checked for the future.
The common charge against the apprentices is insolence, which your Lordship

will see the Legislature took care to provide against by the 67th clause of the
Abolition Act, which gives, however, no corresponding protection to the ap-
prentices against the scandalous and disgusting abuse used by whites against
them.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Enclosures in No. 595.

(No. 1.)

REPLY of the Councit to the Governor-General’s Address on opening the Session of 1836.

May it please your Excellency,

We, the members of his Majesty’s Council, in Legislature assembled, do present to you
our hearty thanks for the gracious speech delivered to us by you on the opening of our
Parliament, for the comprehensive view contained in it of our policy, and for your attention
to our interests in thus early calling us together to resume our labours for the public. We
do most cordially unite with your Excellency in the testimony you bear to the zeal and
diligence of the ministers of religion of all ranks and degrees: their efforts have produced
in this community perfect confidence that every expenditure which we can undertake in the

cause of Christianity will be most faithfully employed, and under this confidence our churches

are rising up, and our schools enlarging. If we are, nevertheless, forced upon the fact, that
we still have to deal with a peasantry very little altered in morality, whilst they connect with
their ideas of freedom the hardship of labour, we do but state what every day’s experience
confirms, and what every statesman, conversant with the mind of man, and the slowness of its
progress from the savage to the civilized state, must have expected, unless he ascribed to our
ministers the power of miracle. The position just laid down cannot fail to rouse us to a
proper sense of our difficulties, and to lead us to the contemplation of the great probable
cause of our future failure. Our advantages of locality, and of dense population, are, as your
Excellency observes, circumstances in our favour; but these, we are aware, will avail us
little, unless we can effectually make use of the few years which are to intervene between
this and the general freedom to superinduce in our peasantry the habits of cheerful industry.
On our parts, we have pressed on us the necessity for the utmost diligence and prudence,
for perfect union and good understanding between all the branches of our Legislature, and
for that fostering care and protection which have been extended to us by his Majesty’s
Ministers and yourself.
We acknowledge with gratitude the protection spread over our agriculture by your

guidance and instruction of the special magistrates, and assure you that a continuation of
the same equitable government can alone secure to us (with the blessings of Providence)
harvests similar to that you so kindly congratulate us on.

It is with unfeigned sorrow we understand from you that the reports of the justices an-
nounce a number of assaults committed within the last four months fy employers on appren-
ticed labourers. Nothing can be more foreign from our intention than to palliate or apologize
for such imbecile and vulgar conduct on the parts of our numerous lower classes; but we
feel it due to the community to declare, that should this circumstance be taken by strangers
asa proof of a general harsh disposition towards our labourers, (which we are sure your
Excellency did not intend it should,) such a conclusion will be erroneous. Assaults embrace
a wide range of offence, from the slightest touch to the infliction of serious injury; they
form a large portion of the aggressions of the pepulation against one another at all the
quarter sessions and assizes of‘England and Ireland; we cannot flatter ourselves that we
shall be exempt from these offences amongst the class they are confined to, under any line of
conduct that can be adopted ; they are the results of unbridled insolence and provocation on
one side towards the grade just above them, and want of contro] of temper, the invariable
consequence of deficient education, on the other; thus it happens that similar intemperance
rarely or never happens under the dignified and well-established discipline of the navy, but
frequently occurs in the merchant service. We cannot imagine any greater power to be
requisite to suppress such follies than those which already exist. The special justice has
the power to fine the offender in the sum of 51, or, if he thinks the offence deserves it, to
send it to the sessions, where there cannot be the smallest doubt that it would receive a.
Punishment fully equal to its deserts. We presume, from the fact of only one such offender
aving been indicted to the sessions, that all the rest were of a trifling description ; that

offender, for an assault which between two free men in Europe would not have probably
found its way into a court, could not have incurred less than 80 /. expenses.
With regard to the Act of the 9th June 1831, so frequently complained of, we regret that

any difference should have arisen out of it (however temporary), in the qualifications of any
two descriptions of our fellow citizens. We have no hesitation in saying, that the Act
was truly intended for the purport it expresses, a “ removal of restraints and disabilities by
law on his Majesty’s free coloured and black population in this island.” We have little
doubt but that the attention of his Majesty’s Ministers to this matter has been more
attracted by the petitions presented respecting it, than by a strict examination of the Act,
and the discovery of real partiality in it. When the restraints and disabilities were abolished,
it was wisely considered proper to raise the qualification on houses in town to 302., to form
an equivalent to the landed qualification; and it was also considered just and equitable not
to disfranchise the old freeholders of 101. houses at the existing time. The prospective
action of the Bill fell alike on all persons without distinction; whilst the list of old 102.
freeholders was daily diminished by the laws of mortality and the change of property. In
Teserving and respecting the rights of ancient freeholders, our Legislature acted on the samé
principle as the mother country lately did in the Reform Act, 2 Will. 4, c. 45, where it is
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expressly enacted that every person formerly entitled to vote in a city or borough shall be
still entitled to vote, if duly registered. In a reform so entire as the one we have under-gone, embarrassments have presented themselves atevery steps and in the case before Us
the balancing of conflicting interests, and the difficulties o legislation, have been, by a
feverish and morbid jealousy, construed into an affair of colour. °

It is highly satisfactory to ustolearn that the mode adopted by the representativebranch
and accorded to by us, for raising the taxes for the present year has received your approba-.tion. The plan not only took expenditure in horses, carriages, Xc., as the sure indication of
ability to contribute to the wants of the country, but commenced a system of regulation of
trades, by requiring a character, with licences, the moral effect of which on the community
is worth even more than the revenue it raises,
We shall cheerfully unite with the Honourable House of Representatives in such measures

as their wisdom shall dictate to them, for increasing the strength of that meritorious bod
the town police; for reducing the labours and expenditure of the militia, and adapting themto the circumstances of the present day; and for carrying into effect the improvements and
alterations in our judicature which are contemplated by his Majesty's Ministers.
We are, with best wishes for your Excellency’s health and long life,

 

(No. 2.)

ADDRESS ofthe Assemsty to the Governor-General, in reply to his Speech on opening
the Session of 1836.

To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, x.¢. B., Governor-General, &c.

May it please your Excellency,
Tne House of Assembly, duly appreciating the motives by which your Excellency was

actuated in convening the Legislature at this early period for the dispatch of public business,
thanks your Excellency for the speech with which you were pleased to open the session, and
for the congratulations thereby conveyed on the general tranquillity of the island; a state
very desirable in all communities, but more especially so in a community in which society is
undergoing a complete and thorough reorganization.

Notwithstanding the severe tempest to which we were in the early part of the season
exposed, the soil has yielded to the skill and industry of the agriculturist a fair average crop
of its most valuable products; and although we cannot entertain hopes which would warrant
an inference that there has been no diminution of industry among the labouring classes, yet
may we conclude that the intelligence which has developed itself in bringing into action an
improved system of husbandry will be further exerted so as to counteract the evils resulting
from this baneful source.

Sincerely interested as your Excellency is in the welfare of this colony, prudence and wis-
dom alike dictate the policy of refraining from creating illusory visions of future prospects
liable to deceive, where confidence should be inspired; but we trust we may participate in
the sanguine hope expressed by your Excellency, that the singular advantages of the locality,
and vast population of this colony, may, under a kind Providence and wise laws, be guaran-
tees of lasting prosperity. .

The desire which your Excellency has evinced to render the working of the apprenticeship
system mutually beneficial to master and servant calls forth the warmest acknowledgments
of the House ofAssembly, which are most respectfully and cordially tendered to your Excel-
lency ; and we take leave to add, that we are impressed witha firm conviction that were the
appointment of the stipendiary magistrates vested in the hands of your Excellency, that the
machinery of the establishment would move in better accordance with the interests of all
Parties involved in its operation. ..
The exception which your Excellency makes to the characteristic kindness and forbearance

of employers towards their dependants establishes the general rule, frankly acknowledged by
your Excellency, in terms very flattering to the character of the country; and although we
do not intend to palliate crime, 2 commission of which necessarily involves an infraction of
law, yet would we ask that some allowance be made for the juxta-position in which the
parties of whom your Excellency complains are placed with their servants. Should these
individuals, however, notwithstanding the administration of your Excellency, continue to
trample on the offended laws of their country, the House of sembly is satisfied that they
possess within themselves sufficient power for the effectual vindication of their insulted
sanctity.
Thatthe labours of the last session should have been so highly beneficial to the commu-

nity as to induce your Excellency in an especial manner to make mention of them, cannot
fail to be other than matter of gratification to the popular branch of the Legislature.
Making every allowance for the errors of ignorance, the calendar of thie last court of grand

sessions exhibited a frightful picture of crime; and licentiousness, being consequent on @
change fromaservile state to that of freedom, requires to be repressed, as your Excellency
justly observes, by strong laws, vigorously enforced by the executive and the ministerial

nctionaries of Government.
.The House of Assembly bears willing testimony to the zeal with which the ministers of

religion are doing their duty;and we hope that the sacred labours ofour pious bishop and ny
clerg
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clergy may be so successfully exerted as to superinduce on the minds of the people religious

impressions, which may ultimately lead to theirmoral improvement; and on this subject we

beg to assure your Excellency that we are willing to yield our most cordial co-operation in

furtherance of the object contemplated by the Secretary of State in the despatches referred

to in your Excellency’s message of 25th January last, funds for which purpose, we are sure,

will be liberally supplied by Government out of our four-and-a-half per cent. duties.

The measures now before the Imperial Parliament for the improvement of the civil and

criminal judicature shall have the best attention of the House of Assembly.

During the last session a juint committee of the Honourable Board of Council and of the

Assembly had madea revision of the militia laws, on which a Bill was framed, having for its

object the measure commended by your Excellency ; this Bill had progressed one stage

through the House when a close of the session rendered the labours of the joint committee

and of the House alike aboitive, This will, however, form a subject of our earliest deli-

beration.
The enjoyment of the electivefranchise,may it please your Excellency, is not denied to

any portion of his Majestys subjects in this island who may be duly qualified to exercise

this political right: the law is in this respectequal in its operation on all classes of persons

in the community, and, being prospective in its operation, respects existing rights ; to abro-

gate any of which rights would be to give to the law a retrospective effect, not at all in accord-

ance with the established principles of legislation.
The House of Assembly failed not, pursuant to the recommendation contained in your

Excellency’s several messages of the 16th July 1835, to take into consideration the subjects

to which its attention was thereby called; and as the Gaol Bill could not be passed so as to

embrace the points alluded to, the House of Assembly will again, in compliance with your

Excellency’s wish, bring the objects of these messages again under consideration. As regards

the batteries, the House ofAssembly long ago directed that a Bill should be prepared for the

purpose of vesting them in the Crown, which a great pressure of other business has hitherto

prevented, but which will be carried into effect without further delay.

The very heavy duty of four-and-a-halfper cent., levied by the mother country on the gross

produce of the exhausted lands ofthis old colony, renders further taxation a grievous burthen

to the people. The change in our institutions, however, requires sacrifices which have not

been unwillingly made ; and your Excellency may be assured that the expenses of the current

year will be regulated by a strict regard to economy.
In adverting to the police establishment, the House of Assembly has to thank your Excel-

lency for the efficient state of organization towards which this necessary engine of good

government is approximating, and will, in accordance with your Excellency’s recommenda-

tion, take into immediate consideration the subject ofincreasing the number ofthe town force,

and of furnishing the whole with clothing.
The communications from the Secretary of State, copies of which we have the honour to

acknowledge, having been laid before us, 8 all receive our earliest and most earnest attention.

The momentous changes now in operation in our social system require the united efforts of

the several branches of the Legislature to impart to the elements of society an irapulse favour-

able to its reorganization ; and with this view the House ofAssembly, alive to the best interests

of the country, are very desirous of cultivating a good understanding with the other branches

of the Legislature, and relies with confidence on your Excellency for a prompt co-operation

in all measures proposed for the public good.

 

(No. 3.)
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ABSTRACT of Cases of AssauLts committed by Employers against Apprenticed Labourers in the Island of Barbados,

between 1 January and 31 May 1836, as extracted from the Journals of the Special Magistrates.

 

  
. Name Name

_

No. Date. of Complainant. of Defendant. SUBSTANCE OF COMPLAINT. Decision.

Disrrict (A.)—Rural Division:

1 [18 Jan. -| Adam .{ J.T. Seal -|-- That the complainant is a field-man; that Mr.| Fined 40s.

Seal this morning was attending the mill, and that

Seal beat him cruelly; that he ran off, when defend-

ant threw two large stones at him, which struck

him; that Seal a second time attacked him, and
struck him with a stone.

2|26 Jan. -| Richard -| J.H. Whitehall] -~ That complainant was beaten in a most severe| » ditto.

manner yesterday by Mr, Whitehall; that he cut

him severely with a horse-crupper, and gave him

several severe kicks and cuffs.

3] 9 Feb. -| Sarah -| Susanna Lucas| - - That defendant struck her yesterday a violent
blow over the eye.    
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No. Date.
Name

of Complainant.

Name

of Defendant.
SUBSTANCE OF COMPLAINT,

Decision,

  

10

a1

12  

Distr

11 Feb. -

16 Feb. -

11 Mar. -

17 Mar. -

22 Mar.

8 April

21 April

23 April -

g April -

cr (A.)}~Rural

Quaco -

John -

Sam Abraham

Jacob -

Jem. Green

Celia -

Trist. Shandy

John Thomas

Richard -  

Division—contin

John Packer -

Wm. H. Green

Wm. Connell

John Packer -

Jas. Williams ~

F. Callender -

Robert Mayers

Geo. T. Robert  

ued.

- - That complainant being cook, and occasionally
in the boiling-house, he was there yesterday after-
noon when defendant came home, who asked him
where he had been? on complainant telling him,
he struck him several blows and kicked him.

-~ That defendant had given him a pass, that he
may obtain employment and pay him wages; that
he had got business, and therefore came to de-
fendant’s house to tell him the same; that on en-
tering the gate-door Mr. Duke, defendant’s brother-
in-law, ordered him away, and immediately kicked
and cuffed him severely. During this time de-

fendant came and ill-used complainant in a more
violent manner than Mr. Duke; and that as de-
fendant is master of complainant, he seeks redress
now for assault and battery.

-- That last evening defendant took.occasion to
find fault with complainant when waiting on him,
and in the act of bringing him a knife and fork;
that complainant was not rude to defendant, who
beat him severely with his fist, and struck him with
‘ whip, seized him by the throat and threw him
own.

-- That on Monday afternoon complainant was
cutting off the rotten canes, when defendant ac-
costed him in a violent manner, struck him on the
back of the neck with a cane, gave him a cuff in
the face and kicked him.

-- That on Wednesday evening last complainant
went to defendant to ask him for the amount due
him for working at extra hours; at that defendant
abused him, ordered him away, and struck him two
severe blows on the back of the neck.

+ That yesterday morning she was ordered to
milk the cattle as usual; she obeyed and took the
milk into the house to be measured; this was done
by Sarah Dummett, who said something to her
about bread; that she then accused complainant
of being drunk. This she denied, and was on her
way out of the house to sell her milk, when the
defendant seized her violently by the throat, and
attempted to drag her into the house, &c.

- + That without provocation, on Tuesday last, de-
fendant struck complainant more than five times
with a horsewhip, and last Saturday week struck
him three blows with his fist.

- - That about three weeks ago he was sent by his
mistress to get meat for the house, but he did
not return, and the next day was brought home,
when defendant tied him by the hands to a beam
in the kitchen with a rope, in such a manner that
he scarcely could touch the ground with his toes
flat. Defendant then came and beat him till he
got into fits; left him, returned and beat him till
he got into fits again.

N. B.—This is the worst case that has come before me since my
arrival in the island. I should have sent this case to the sessions,
but that the boy is a very bad character and a runaway.

Henry Allemby| - - On Friday afternoon complainant was at work
in the field; defendant came there and ordered
two apprentices of the estate to take possession of
complainant’s house; turning to complainant he
said to him, “ Did not I, sir, forbid Renn from
coming into this place?” Complainant answered
he had not: defendant immediately knocked him
down and kicked him, &c.  

Fined 30,

- ditto,

= ditto.

~ ditto.

Fined 20.

- ditto.

Fined 50s.

Fined 51.

Fined 405.
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Name

of Defendant.
SUBSTANCE OF COMPLAINT. Derision.

 

 

Name

No} Dates | of Complainant.

District (A.)—Rura

13 | 2 April - Sarah -

14 [13 April - Jack Nell -

Distnicr (A.)—Town

15 |13 Jan,, -|Edward Jack

16}18 Jan, -| Nancy -

1471 1 Feb. -| Blossom -

18| 2 Feb. -| Adam -

19! gFeb. -] Francis -

20} 2 Mar. -| Joseph Thorn

21/23 Mar. -| Isabella = -

92| 27 April -| Jack Langhan!
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Cath. Brown -

Geo. F, Harte

Division:

James King -

Wm. Healis -

Bash. A. Walsh

Geo. Thompson

Wm. Christie  
N. B.—This

Henry Dyrrelt

Benj. Burney

Arch. Lamont   

Division—continued.

~ - Complainant being sick on Saturday last, went
to lay down on her bed, and her daughter, a young
girl, came and Jay by her side, as requested by
complainant; shortly after defendant came in and
gave complainant, without any provocation, two
slaps on her jaws; that complainant is a very weak
old woman, and unable to do her quantity of work
as hitherto; that on Monday morning last, while
complainant was at work in the field, defendant
came to her and struck her on the back with a
stone, &c.

-- That yesterday morning he was employed in
packing trash, and while so doing he discovered a
snake in it; aod that being much afraid of reptiles
he immediately came from the trash-heap and went
into the boiling-house to call Mr. Deane, the book-
keeper, to catch it for him. On his entering the
same, one of the men, aware of complainant’s
alarm, put something round his neck, which he
supposed was the snake; but complainant knowing
what was done to him was in joke, made a blow as
if to strike the man, when defendant came into
boiling-house and flogged complainant with a
horsewhip.

- - That the complainant is the apprenticed labourer
of the defendant, and that he struck him twice;
once on the Jip and once on the back of the head.

N. B.—From the drunken, irritating, and insulting conduct ofthe
complainant, this lenient fine is awarded the defendant.

- - That the defendant gave her a cuff and beat her
on the head witha chain. She is employed by the
accused,

-- That complainant is apprenticed labourer to
defendant, and that she directed her to scour the
house, when she replied she was not able; and she
then boxed her face, and gave her four kicks.

-- That complainant is apprenticed labourer to
defendant; that last Sunday, in consequence of
being sick, he was absent from his business; on
Monday he and his master had some words about
it, and defendant struck him four blows with his
fist.

-- That the complainant is employed by the de-
fendant; that he was sweeping the back shop last
Sunday morning, when Mr. Christie called him,

and said Jemmy had told him he had refused to
sweep before the front door; upon which defendant
caught him by the shirt and beat him, first with his
fist and then with the handle of the broom.

small fine is awarded in consequence of the inso-
lent conduct of the complainant.

-- That the complainant is employed by the de-
fendant, and that he was struck by him several
times with his fist, and also with the key of a boot-
tree, and was abused very much.

- -That from the jealous feelings of his wife de-
fendant struck her several times.

- - That yesterday evening, in consequence of the
fire getting too hot and burning some bread, he

was struck four times by the defendant.

N. B.~From the insolent and irregular conduct on the part of

the cumplainant this mitigated fine is awarded.  

Fined gos.

Fined 50 s.

Fined 5s.

Fined ‘el.

Fined 10s.

Fined 27. -

Fined § s.

Fined 20 s.

Fined 37.

Fined 10s.

(conlinucd)
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Name Name of . ,

No. Date. of Complainant. Defendant. SUBSTANCE OF COMPLAINT, Decision,

rn

Disrricr (A.)—-Town Division—continued.

23|28 April | B. Charles - | Arch. Lamont| - - That yesterday complainant was sent to bring| Fined 1 58.
three coppers’ worth of plantain leaves, which from
their being short for the purpose required, the de-
fendant got a horsewhip, and gave him half-a-dozen
stripes with it; shortly afterwards he came back
and gave him another half-dozen.

24| 28 April | James - | J. B. Grissett | +--+ That a piece of wood yesterday slipped from| Fined 10,5,
complainant, and in consequence defendant beat
him with a strap, which had abuckle upon it, and
gave him two kicks, but left no mark.

25 | 30 April |Hugh -| Wm. Cragg -| - - That complainant is apprenticed labourer to de-| Fined 12.
fendant, and in consequence of complainant not
picking up stones properly, the defendant horse-
whipped him, and gave him about nine stripes,

District (B.):

26 | 14 Jan. - | Jno. Thomas} JamesWilliams] Assault and battery - - + - + -| Fined el.
N. Beg, days

given.

27 | 26 Jan. -|James .~| Budding Dash |- - ditto - = -*© = - - «| Fined 1i.

28/1 March| Isaac -| Rob. Jackman| - - ditto - - - - . -  -| Fined ol.

Drsrricr (C.):

29| 18 Jan. - | Jenny Bess |Thomas Kerr | Committing an assault on complainant - =| - ditto.

30| 4 Feb. -| Jas., Henry,| M.B. Gooding| - - Having inflicted unlawful punishment on com-| -- J. R. Gooding
and Ben. &J.R.Gooding-| plainants. fined 12.

31 | 8 Feb. -| John Joseph| W. P. Rodgers| Having committed an assault on complainant —-| Fined 11.

32 117 Feb. -| Joseph -| Geo. Boryne | Inflicting unlawful punishment on complainant -| Fined 6s. 34.

33 | 9 March | Townsend -|Eyan Wood -|Having committed an assault on complainant _—-| Fined 3/.

34 | 14 March| Solomon -| Jno. Tempro -|Having struck complainant - = «- «| Fined 11.

35| 15 March| Georgiana - | S. Gunnidge -| - - Having inflicted unlawful punishment on com-| Fined al,
plainant.

36| 29 March| Queen Anne| T. N. Gooding} - - - + - - ditto - - - - -| Fined 52.

37 |3May -| Fanny -| R.A. Rogers | -- For striking complainant several times with a| Fined 2.
. . rope.

38 | 6May -|Hestor ~-| J.B. Seale -| -- For inflicting corporal punishment 3d of May| - ditto.
on complainant with a piece of hoop.

39 |6May -} Peter -| J.B. Seale -| -- Charged with inflicting corporal punishment on| Fined 11.
3d May on complainant’s person with two twigs.

40 | 16 May -| R. Charity | S. Massiah -| - - Charged with maltreating complainant three Fined 52.
weeks ago.

41 | 1G May -| Loveless -| Jno. H. Baker| - - Charged with maltreating complainant 10th Fined 24,
instant.

42 | 17 May -| Clysta -| A.B. Thorne | - - Charged with beating defendant with a stick| - ditto.
10th instant.

: : ith inflicti i lainaat
17 May -| R. Charit S.Massiah -| - - Charged with inflicting corporal punishment on| - + Compiain

43 jay y complainant’s persan with a horsewhip four times discharged from
on 11th instant. service of ¢m

ployer.

44. | 19 May ~| Rebecca -! Ralph Olton -| -- Charged with inflicting corporal punishment| - oe as
i , 3 i * ce ’on complainant’s person on 17th instant. Pole a breach of

the law, conse
quently is dismiss

ed from the ser-
vice, & to lose his
ay,shouldhis Ex-

cellency approve:

45| 23 May -| W.Gittens ! Jos, Connell -| - - Charged with having tied and whipped com- Fined 5/.
plainant with a horsewhip.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 369

Neme Name of .

No.| Dates | of Complainant.| © Defendant. SUBSTANCE OF COMPLAINT. Decision,

Disrriet (C.)—continued.

May «| Betty Maine| Wm. Young -| -- For beating her with abriar, and leaving sundry | Fined 50s.

48 | 94 OY y marks of the assault. , 8 y

47| 25 May - Mazow -| Jas. Fleming -| - - For beating, inflicting sundry bruises on, and| Fined 51.
cutting his head.

48| 26 May - Jacob Maule} J. H. Lord -| For violent assault and battery - - - - - - Abstained from
inflicting penalty ;
sent with defend-
ant’s recognizance
of two others,
Thomas Briggs,
esq., and ——
Heath, esq., to
appearatcourtof
grand sessions, the
former in 1002,
two latter 507.
each.

4g|26 May -| Jacob Maule} J. H.Lord -|- - - - ditto - - + = = «fe + Complainant
discharged from
service of em-
ployer.

50| 30May -| Jack- -|Mr.Rent -j} Assaultandbattery-  - - * = = Fined 21. 108.

District (D.):

s1| 18 Jan. - | S. Williams|Edward Worm| For beating him - 2 © + «+ «| Fined 105.

53 | 28 Jan. -|H.Crissand| Joshua Birch -| For causing them tobe fogged -  - - ~-|- ditto.
Ph. Grace.

54| 26 Feb. -|Nanny Buck|John Drayton| For beating her - © = + = «| Fined 3?
N.B.—Complaint admitted by prisoner. No

marks visible on plaintiff.

55/14 March| Harriet -| Mrs.G.F.Gilkes| For assaulting her - - - - - - | Fined 50s.

Disraicr (E.):

56| 11 Jan. -| J. Thomas | J. E. Armstrong] For beating him - - - - «| Fined 52.

57,11 Jan, -| Ann - =~ | J.E.Armstrong] For whippingher - - + -. + [= ditto.

58| 12 Jan. -| Jimmy -{| Thos. Walton | For whipping him - -~  -« © = «| Fined 12

59| 29 Feb. - | M. Phillis - |Wm. Agard -| For striking her -~ = + © «© «| Fined 32,

60| 29 March| Butcher ~| James Cozier| For beating him - - «+ «+ «| Fined 2/. 105.

61 | 19 April | Jno. Francis| Jas. Whitehead | For beating him (second offence) - - -/7 * Complainant
to be discharged
from defendant's
service.

62 | 16 May -| Geo. James |Wm. Corbin - | Forbeatinghim - - - - «+  -| Fined 2/.

District (F.):

63 | 11 Jan. - | Jno. Nelson | A. M‘Clean -| Assault and battery - - - - + | Fined 3/4
N.B.—The most equivocating trial I ever in- |

vestigated.

64| 25 Jan. -| Henry -| Dr. Walton -| Assault and battery - - - + - «| Fined id.

65| 28 Jan, - | C. William |A. A.M‘Clean]- - ditto - - - - © «= «=| Fined al

66 | 28 April |M.George |T.E.Grogan |- - ditto - - - - + - <-|= ditto.

(Should have been inserted between Nos. 16 and 17:)

67| 21 Jan,- Polly Anne {| A. Ashurst ~| -- That complainant is apprenticed labourer to| - ditto.
defendant, and that she beat her on the head with
a rock.

This case was omitted to be entered in the month
of January, for District (A), Town Division.

 

$21,
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— No. 596. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. x.

(No. 86.)
Sir, Downing-street, 29 September 1836.

I nave had the honour to receive your despatch of the 26th July (No. 49)
enclosing your address to the Council and Assembly of Barbados, with copies of
their replies thereto, and I have not failed to notice with satisfaction the favour-
able disposition evinced by those bodies towards your government, and the
prospect which is afforded of the public business being promptly and efficiently
transacted.

I deeply regret, however, to learn, from the return of cases of assault enclosed
in your despatch, that there should be so large a class of persons who still continue
to exercise over the apprentices a system of violence and cruelty; and, although
you represent that this is applicable only to white persons of a low rank in society,
I nevertheless am of opinion that you cannot adopt too decisive measures for
arresting the evil. You will, therefore, have the goodness to lay immediately
before the Council and Assembly, an abstract, similar to that which you have
transmitted to me, from the magistrates’ journals, of complaints preferred by
apprentices against their employers, as affording the most conclusive proof of the
inefficacy of the present law for the protection of apprenticed labourers, against
the personal injuries to which they are exposed at the hands of their employers.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 597.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 38.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 6 December 1836.
I HAVE no means of access to a copy of Sir Lionel Smith’s despatch, acknow-

ledged in your Lordship’s of the 2gth of September last (No. 86); and in the
books of enclosures, which his Excellency has left, the abstract of assaults is
alluded to as follows, but no transcript of it is recorded.

“No. 3. Enclosure with Sir Lionel Smith’s despatch to Lord Glenelg,
(No. 49, Barbados), dated 26th July 1836.”

“ Abstract of cases of assault committed by employers against apprentices

during the period from ist of January to 31st of May, as taken from the journgls
of the special magistrates.”

It was, therefore, impossible that a table of such cases could be accurately or

satisfactorily laid by me before the Council and Assembly, in execution of your

Lordship’s commands to render it similar to that transmitted by my distinguished

predecessor to the Colonial Office.
Under these circumstances, it seemed to me expedient to cause the accom-

panying Returns (A.) and (B.), to be prepared, as well as to call for a Report (C.)

in reference to them, from the law officer of the Crown; and the inquiry exhibits a

result so opposite to that contemplated by your Lordship, that I think it prudent

to suspend any message to the Legislative Houses until honoured with such

further instructions as your Lordship shall think fit to prescribe,afterhaving had

an opportunity of considering the additional information upon this question

herewith submitted.
In the meantime, should symptoms of violence and cruelty towards the appren-

ticed labourers be manifested by any class of persons, no exertion will be spared

on my part to protect the oppressed; and in that endeavour, as far as my short

experience enables me to judge, I am disposed to count with confidence on the

support, if requisite, of the constituted authorities of this island.

I have, &c.

(signed)  E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.



 

SLAVERY 1N THE BRITISH COLONIES. 371

Enclosure 1, in No. 597.

(A.)

Tux Number of Slaves on the 1st of August 1834, and for whom com-
ensation has beenclaimed - - - - = = = = 83,146

The Number of Children under six years of age = = = = 14,738

Total number of Apprentices- - - - - 68,408

The number of separate lots of slaves is - + - — §:349-

Certified by
(signed) John Mayers,

Sec. to Assist. Comm" of Compensation.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 597.

(B.)

Return of the Number of Complaints against Apprenticed Labourers, and of Assaults
committed by Employers, from 1 January to 31 October 1896, as returned by the Special
Magistrates,
 

 

 

Namber of Am Number of
DISTRICTS Gross Amount Assaults committed of Fines cimposedfor Casesof‘Assaults

° Complaint. on Apprenticed Assaults on sent
‘omp Labourers. Apprenticed Labourers. to Sessions.

(A.) Town <= + 1,081 27 £68 17 6 _

(A.) Rural - = 2,707 26 61 a0 - _

(B) — - = 2,086 9 22 =—- = —

(Cl) — - = 1,533 34 86 12 6 3

(wD) — - - 3,166 3 §10 = _

(EB) — - = 858 10 gl to - —

(F) —- - - 796 14 32 10 — —_—

Total - - 12,227 123 £.298 10 — 3    
 

Extracted from Returns to the 31st October 1836.
(signed) . H. Ponsonby, Acting P. 8.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 597.

(C.)
Memoranpvm on Lord Glenelg’s Despatch of 29th September, relating to Assaults

committed by Employers against Apprenticed Labourers.
4 December 1836.

In order to arrive at a correct conclusion on this subject, we must consider, 1st, The
peculiar connexion between the parties, and whether, under all circumstances, the number
of assaults is greater than might reasonably have been expected.

2d, Whether the law is inefficient for the protection of apprentices. The Returns called
for, and which accompany this, throw much light on the subject.

1st, With regard to the first point, the number of apprenticed labourers on the 1st of
August 1834, was 68,408 ; and allowing for their decrease by freedom and death, it may be
now fairly stated at 65,000.
The number of separate proprietors is 5,349, of whom at least 4,000 are “ small proprie-

tors.” When, therefore, it is remembered, that these were so many petty governments in
which there was an absolute and unlimited power of inflicting corporal punishments, that
it was the ordinary means for enforcing the performance of their duties, that it was
suddenly put an end to, and a new connexion between the parties substituted,—in which,
while the. obligation to perform the same duties was permitted to remain, the power of
enforcing them was taken away,—it was impossible not to see that advantage would be
taken on one side, which would lead to complaints and dissatisfaction on the other, and
that Andolence and insolence (which almost make up the sum of complaints before the
special justices) must be the necessary result, and thus provid e constant causes of provo-
cation to the commission of this offence.

521. Again,
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Again, the penalty prescribed by law for an assault on an apprenticed labourer by his
employer, is not to be regarded as a mere pecuniary mulct of §/., as its infliction is in
every case a step, and a most important one, to the obtaining that freedom which follows
as @ necessary consequence on the conviction of another offence; and although nothing
could be devised which so effectually prevents the commission of these offences b
employers, no one can deny that the hope of freedom which is thus held out, will often
lead to great provocation on the part of the apprentices; while, therefore, the proper
severity of the law operates to restrain the one, it offers to the other the strongest induce-
ment by which the mind of man can be influenced to provoke to a commission of the
offence.
Now the returns above alluded to show the number of complaints before the several

special justices, from the 1st of January to the 31st of October last, to have been 12,227,
and the great mass of them will, on inspection of their journals, be found to have been
made for the indolence, insolence, and insubordination of the apprentices ; while the
number of assaults on them for the same period is 126, all of which have been of a nature
to be decided on by themselves, with the exception of three sent to the assizes, Every
one, therefore, who is at all acquainted with the character and habits of the parties, and
considers the peculiar nature of their present situation, and the great provocations which
daily occnr, will be surprised rather at the few assaults that have actually occurred, than
at their alarming amount.

ad, Whether the law is inefficient for the protection of the apprenticed labourers from
assaults ?
The Return marked (B.) will satisfactorily enable us to answer this question.
It cannot for a moment be supposed that the special justices exercise the discretion

which is given them by the Act, to impose the whole amount of penalty, or so much of it
only as they conscientiously think is a sufficient punishment for the offence in each parti-
cular case, in a manner unjust to the apprentices or favourable to their employers; if,
therefore, we find that the amount of fines, when compared with the number of assaults for
which they have been imposed, does not give an average of 54, or something near it, for
each case, the law cannot be said to have been inefficient in its operation.

Now it appears that during the period included in these remarks, there have been 123
assaults, which have been punished by penalties amounting to 2982. 105., giving an
average under 21, gs. for each offence; the amount therefore of the penalty for the first

offence is proved to be sufficient, as on an average of the whole number of complaints, it

has not been found necessary to impose the half.
But this Return proves something more, it shows that if even the number of these

offences be admitted to be greater than might have been expected, the offences them-
selves are not of an aggravated or cruel nature, for first, only three cases are sent to a

higher tribunal ; and, secondly, the low average of the penalties imposed, shows that there
have been faults on both sides, and circumstances in each case which have called for

lesser punishment than the Jaw itself warranted; it therefore is clear that the inference
which has been drawn from the mere number of these offences, to prove that a system of
violence and cruelty is continued to be exercised against the apprentices, cannot be sus-
tained on a due inquiry into all the circumstances which bear upon the point.

This will, I trust, be to his Excellency, as I sincerely feel it to be to my mind, a most

satisfactory result from this inquiry; and I shall merely add, that it is one which the

united testimony of every respectable person would confirm; for while it is unfortunately

true that occasional instances of oppression and cruelty may occur, it is equally so that

they are rare exceptions to the general rule.
(signed) R, Bowcher Clarke.

 

—No. 598. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor,
Bart.

(No. 9.) .
Sir, Downing-street, 30 January 1837.

I HAVE received your despatch (No. 38), of the 6th December, and with

reference to the statement therein contained, that you have no means of access to

the copies of your predecessor’s despatches, I hope to be enabled shortly to

suggest an arrangement which will prevent the recurrence of the inconvenience

to which you advert. I fully concur in the opinion that the Returns enclosed in

your despatch, with the comments of the Solicitor-general upon them, sufficiently

disprove the justice of the apprehension which I had been led to entertain

respecting the number of the assaults committed by the employers on the persons

of their apprenticed labourers.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 599.— ©

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B. to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 47.)
Government House, Barbados,

My Lord, 16 July 1836.

Ar the request of Mr. J. Rycroft Best, a member of his Majest ’s Council, I

have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s perusal, and for the opinion of

his Majesty’s law officers, if your Lordship should think fit, the accompanying

copy of a correspondence which has passed between that gentleman and myself,

arising out of the question, whether the employer of an apprenticed labourer is

entitled to a return of the labour lost to him by the imprisonment of such appren-

ticed labourer, on the warrant of a special justice, for trial at the grand sessions,

upon a charge of which the apprenticed labourer is acquitted.
I have, &c,

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 599.

District (F.)
Sir, 27 June 1836.

1 HAVE to request the opinion of his Majesty’s Attorney-general.

When a preedial apprenticed labourer is sentenced to imprisonment before the court of

grand sessions, or a colonial magistrate, is it imperative upon a special justice to see that

the time such apprenticed labourer has been imprisoned is to be made up to his employer

in Saturdays, without any knowledze of the case, further than acertificate stating that the

apprentice was imprisoned ?

C. H. Darling, Esq. I have, &c.

&e. &e. (signed) Geo. Kennedy, S. J. P.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 599.
& July 1836.

By the goth clause of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, the labourer is required to

make good the time of his imprisonment under sentence of the special justice or court,

that is, after trial; and unless the special justice enforces the performance of this obliga-

lion, the employer is without any redress.
In transmitting the foregoing opinion for Mr. Kennedy’s guidance, the Governor-general

desires it may be pointed out, that it is only in cases of conviction that the lost time is

to be made good to the employer. In cases of acquittal the apprenticed labourer must not

be called upon to undergo the double punishment of imprisonment and extra labour.

By command,
(signed) C. H. Darling, Priv. Sec.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 599.

May it please your Excellency, Blackman’s, 7 July 1836.

Ir I venture to appeal to your Excellency in a case in which you have already promul-

gated an order to a special magistrate, I feel confident that you will not attribute it to any

want of respect, either for your Excellency’s rank or person, having only yesterday in my

public capacity expressed in council the confidence Ifeel in your disinterestedness and the

Impartiality with which you distribute justice to all classes of persons. It is the reliance

I feel in this character that induces me to lay before your Excellency my case with two of

my apprenticed labourers, and to pray your re-consideration of the order alluded to; and

I am assured if you can discover, in the statement of facts which I shall now lay before

you, cause for revising and rescinding the order, you will not be prevented by any previous

directions given under different impressions.
The facts are these: After an examination before a justice of the peace, Prince and

Sandy, my two apprenticed labourers, were committed to gaol by the sentence of the

magistrate’s court, Prince on the goth of September, Sandy on the 10th of October.

At the December sessions a true bill was found against them by the grand jury, and they

were.re-committed by the sentence of the court of sessions, that they might take their trial

at the June sessions. Whether they obtained their acquittal by the ignorance or wicked-~

ness of the petit jury avails nothing. Certain it is, that although his Majesty’s Attorney-

521.
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general informed the members of it, that he had more evidence to produce if they wished
to hear more, they did not ask for it, but acquitted the prisoners.
The 59th clause of the Abolition Act states, “that every apprenticed labourer shall

make good, out of his or her extra days, to his or her employer, the time that his or her
employer shall have been deprived of his or her services, by the sentence of any special
justice of the peace or court.” ; ;

The 108th clause places exclusive jurisdiction, in all matters arising out of the relation-
ship existing between employers and apprentices, in the hands of the special magistrates,
Now, may it please your Excellency, [| am entitled to the labour I have lost from my
apprenticed labourers, under the 59th clause; theyhaving been committed for trial by the
sentence of a magistrates’ court, from the period of their committal to the holding of the
December sessions; and from the December sessions, a true bill being found against
them, to the sessions in June, under the same clause, they having been re-committed by
the court of sessions, to their final discharge.
Of the special justice alone can I, and I did, claim satisfaction and justice, under the

protection of and in conformity with the law. And what was the result? Instead of admi-
nistering the law, I am shown Mr. Attorney-general Sharpe’s opinion,simply confirming
my mode of proceeding as the only one by which I can seek redress; and what next?
your Excellency’s order prohibiting the law being put in force in all cases when conviction
does not take place!

Sic volo, sic jubeo, in the administration of law to one bred up under a limited
monarchy, and esteeming law as superior to all other authority, cannot settle down into
practice without an appeal to that authority, which although it has no just power to stop
the progress of law, it is its duty to see that the laws are impartially administered. I owe
a duty to myself, and to my country, which does not allow me to acquiesce in your Excel-
lency’s present decision ; it urges me to remonstrate to you, and to ask for a revision.
The individual case affects not only this island, but every British colony; here are per-

sons committed to trial on evidence, a true bill found against them on evidence, and
acquitted when more evidence was offered and not asked for; acquitted to the surprise of
every lawyer present, and I believe every member of the court, save one, who, as he
expressed none, I conclude felt none,—I mean the chief justice. These persons, my appren-
ticed Jabourers, were bired to work in the gaol, and their labour paid for, not to me, to
them, according to the information of the chairman of the prison committee (who hap-
pened to be also the chief justice who presided at the trial), at the rate of a bit a day,
according to other information I have received, 15 bits per week, yet I am denied the
return of this labour.
By.me the loss can be sustained without any inconvenience arising out of it; but the

moral effect on my apprenticed labourers especially, and the apprenticed labourers gene-
rally, if by the hand of power, in the face of the notoriety of the acts of these thieves,—for
Prince was punished 11 years ago for breaking into the same boiling-house the molasses
was stolen from, which sent him to trial, and Sandy was notorious for thieving as for other
acts of misconduct,—they are protected from the legal consequences brought on them by
their own acts, because they were not convicted, there is no knowing bow far plundering
will prevail; a material check, well devised to meet their feelings, being removed.
To assimilate or attempt to similate laws made for persons half civilized, in a state pro-

gressing towards freedom, to those fit for a state of civilization and freedom, cannot be
expected ; to stop the course of law, at the fountain head, by power, must have the worst
effect, because it brings it into disrepute and contempt with those who it is of the greatest
consequence to teach to respect the law themselves, and the administration of it.

If in this appeal to your Excellency I have expressed myself strongly, I beg you will
believe it is because I think I cannot do justice to my case in any other language. I must
ask the favour of your Excellency to carry along with the wording, the remembrance
that it applies to the case, and not to the person they are addressed to. Nothing is further
from my wish than to approach you with disrespectful language.
Hoping for a favourable consideration of this appeal by you, who possess the power of

enforcing the duty of the special magistrate, and praying, if you see reason for recalling
your order, that you will direct Mr. Special Justice Kennedy to entertain my complaint,
aud act in conformity to the Abolition Act,

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Rycroft Best.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 599.

Government House, Barbados,
Sir, 11 July 1836.

I am directed by his Excellency the Governor-general to acknowledge the honour of
your letter to his address, dated the 7th inst., respecting two of your apprenticed labourers
who were tried at the last grand sessions on a charge of larceny, upon which thejury came
to a verdict of “ not guilty.” .
Whatever the facts of the case were, you must be sensiblea governor can neither revise,

amend, nor alter any decision pronounced by a jury, and his Excellency could not there-
fore with propriety discuss the question whether the verdict was just or unjust. Wh

en
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When these apprenticed labourers were released and returned to you, you demanded of
the specialjustice of their district that they should make good to you the loss of their

labour, in consequence of their confinement and trial.
Upon all doubts in law, the special magistrates are ordered to refer such doubts to the

King’s Attorney-general, which was done in this case, and that officer’s opinion was sent

to the special magistrate, for his “information and guidance,” as usual in all-difficulties
of applying the Jaw; and his Excellency himself took no part whatever, either in the

reference or decision, beyond being the channel of communication between the magis-

trate and law officer of the Crown, by whose opinion of the law he is bound to govern

himself.
Nothing can be clearer than the operation of the 5oth and 108th clauses of the Abolition

Act, which you have quoted, in cases of conviction; but it is not so clear that your

apprentices came within the provisions of those clauses. .

They were not tried by the special magistrates, but as free men by the grand sessions,
under the 67th clause, which enacts that no such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be

sued or prosecuted both under this Act and under the general law.
Now in order to recover the loss of time, they must of course be again prosecuted

before a special magistrate, to prove the fact of absence ; and if these men cannot be tried

by both laws, and have been acquitted by one law, how is it possible they can be

punished by both laws; or, having endured upwards of six months’ imprisonment under

the general law, how can they be called upon to make good their labour under the Aboli-

tion Law, for an offence which a jury of their country has declared them innocent of?
His Excellency commands me to assure you, that he has no feelings on the subject but

those which belong to the conscientious discharge of his duty; and if you think he has

abused his authority, or been swayed by partial motives, and that you have been injured
by the decision emanating from the Attorney-general, it is open to you, hisExcellency
believes, to appeal to the Governor and Council.

 

I have, &c,

The Hon. J. R. Best, (signed) C. H. Darling, Priv. Sec.
&e. Ke.

Enclosure 5, in No. 599.

May it please your Excellency, Blackman’s, 14 July 1836.

I nave been honoured with a reply from your Excellency to my address of the 7th inst.,
for which I have to thank your Excellency. I beg to be permitted to make a few short
observations, and I shall cease to occupy that time which is so valuable.

Reference has been made to the opinion of Mr. Attorney-general Sharpe for the guid-
ance of the special justices of the peace in my case. His opinion, which was shown me,
was confined to the simple statement, that in applying to the special justice I had pur-
sued the right course; and I am at a loss to know, thus expressed, how his opinion
is against my claims.

I beg to decline appealing to the Governor in Council. Supposing judgment to be
given in my favour against the opinion of your Excellency, it would be thought that
the members of the court, being owners of apprenticed labourers, were not free from
partial bias. It is the law I wish to be defined by unbiassed persons. I do not con-
sider Mr. Attorney-general Sharpe as less biassed than the members of the court, not
including your Excellency. Of course I do not mean a corrupt bias in either. It is
a prejudice, if it exists at all, which neither party is conscious of.

If your Excellency considers the subject of sufficient importance to merit so grave
a consideration, [ should be gratified to know the opinion of the law officers in England
on the case, and what construction they put upon the law, which was framed to protect
the rights of planters, as well as to effect the abolition of slavery. I think I could
state a short simple case, which would bring its merits into a small compass.
An apprenticed labourer of A. is committed to prison for trial at the sessions by

a magistrate, the King prosecutes him for receiving stolen goods, and the grand jury find
a true bill. The court recommend him for trial at the next sessions, and he is acquitted.
A. makes an application to the special justice, under the ggth and 108th clauses of the
Abolition Bill, forareturn of bis lost labour while his apprenticed labourer was impri-
soned, considering the prosecution by the King as perfectly distinct, and an entirely
separate case, from his complaint under the Abolition Bill, which the Legislature provided
for, he conceives, under all circumstances,

Quere? Will any other law, presuming that a verdict of acquittal exonerates a person
tried from all responsibilities, or the provision of the Abolition Law to protect property by
a return of the master’s lost labour, prevail?

If your Excellency thinks proper tu send such a case, which I have endeavoured to draw
with the utmost fairness, for the opinion of the law officers of the Crown, it will set the
question at rest without a doubt remaining.

i have, &c.
(signed) J. Rycroft Best.

521,

BARBADOS.
(eee

Enclosure §,
in No. 599:



BARBADOS.

 

No. 600.

376 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 600.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Officer administering the
Government.

(No. 90.)
Sir, Downing-street, 14 October 1836.

I nave received Sir Lionel Smith’s despatch of the 16th of July last, No. 47,
enclosing a correspondence with Mr. Best respecting his right to receive from his
apprenticed labourer an indemnity, in the form of extra labour, for loss of his
services during the period passed by the labourer in gaol, awaiting his trial on a
charge of theft, on which charge the prisoner was subsequently acquitted.

Viewing the case divested of all technical considerations, and of all questions
connected with the critical examination of the words of this statute, I should sup-
pose that there could not be two opinions as to the decision respecting it.

The apprenticed labourer was charged with a crime of which a jury of his
country declared him innocent. I am bound, therefore, not merely to presume,
but to conclude, that the imputation was unfounded. The apprentice for six
months laboured under the injury and distress of being thus unjustly accused;
during the whole of that period he was detained as a prisoner in the public gaol.
If the question in debate were, whether he should be indemnified at the public
expense for these unmerited sufferings, it might not, perhaps, be easy to make a
very satisfactory defence of the refusal. But the question really agitated is, whether
he shall not sustain an additional punishment, and forfeit every Saturday for the
next three years, as an indemnification to his employer for the loss of the services
which, if this misfortune had not befallen him, he might have rendered. Such
@ question seems to me sufficiently answered by the mere statement of it. That
a man should be most severely punished, not for having inflicted, but for having
undergone, an undeserved and protracted imprisonment, is a proposition so extra-
ordinary, that nothing short of the most peremptory, distinct, and precise
declaration of such a purpose, could justify the construction of a legislative
enactment in this sense.

But when I turn to the Act, I find the rule to be, that the apprentice is to
indemnify his employer by extra labour in respect of any time passed by the
apprentice in prison under the sentence of any magistrate or court. Nothing
can be more plain than the meaning of this rule. If an apprentice, by his own
misconduct, deprives the employer of his services during his imprisonment under
a judicial sentence, he is not thereby to escape the duty of domestic or predial
service, but must perform it after his discharge.

But an order of commitment for safe custody is not a ‘sentence,” and a man
proved to be innocent is not to undergo the same penal consequences as if he had
proved to be guilty.

Such being the whole of this case, I can find no reason for the proposed refer-
ence of it to the Attorney and Solicitor general.

No doubt Mr. Best is a sufferer, as well as his apprentice, but his loss, which
I sincerely regret, is not without some advantage to the public at large. I cannot
but think it desirable and convenient that the employer should have a direct
personal interest in the protection and defence of his labourer against unfounded
charges. In all relations of life there is, and must be, so much of identity of
interest, that it is impossible but that the sufferings, whether merited or unmerited,
of those with whom we are nearly connected, should closely affect ourselves, nor
do I wish that the Legislature should attempt, by positive rules, to defeat the
security which is thus obtained for the mutual vigilance and attachment of those
a it has placed towards each other in the relations of employer and apprenticed

abourer.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 601.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.3., to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 50.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 26 July 1836.

I nave the honour to enclose herewith an Act, intituled “ An Act to regulate

the Emigration of Labourers from this Island,” for his Majesty’s most gracious

consideration.
A complete system of kidnapping had commenced, by which a considerable

number of our labourers have been seduced away, after, in some instances, the

contractors had purchased the legal term of apprenticeship for such labourers, who

were then made to sign articles to give their services for three years, the con-

tracting parties taking care not to sign to any conditions of remuneration.

The crimps have been principally from Demerara, and a respectable mercantile

house here has opened an agency office to purchase out their legal apprenticeship,

to supply Berbice.
Internal policy, as well as justice and humanity, demanded that we should

promptly protect these people, and the colony, from the inevitable consequences

BARBADOS.

No. 601.

 

Vide App. No.193.

of having numerous families to provide for by poor laws, which will eventually be .

much heavier in this than in any other colony, on account of our numerous

whites.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 602.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray

MacGregor, Bart., dated 15 December 1836.

I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of the King in

Council, dated 3oth ultimo, leaving to its operation the following Act passed by

the Legislature of Barbados: No. 597. ‘* An Act to regulate the Emigration of

Labourers from this Island.”

 

—No. 603.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 21.)
Sir, Downing-street, 15 March 1837.

I nave the honour to transmit to you copy of a despatch and enclosures which

I have received from Lieutenant-governor Light, relating to the subject of the

emigration of labourers from certain colonics under his government to British

Guiana.
The Order recently passed by his Majesty in Council for the prevention of

proceedings similar to those reported by Lieutenant-governor Light (whichOrder

was transmitted to you in my circular despatch of the 13th instant), will have put

you in possession of the course which ought to be pursued under circumstances 0
this description ;. but with reference to the particular transaction detailed in the

accompanying enclosures, I have to inform you, that I have instructed Sir C.

Smyth to ascertain whether it be true that the frauds mentioned by the President

of Montserrat have really been practised on the Negroes withdrawn from Antigua,
and whether their services have been the subject of transfer and sale, and especially

whether the sale has ever realized the sum of 80/. for the services of a single

apprentice, or any similar sum. If such should prove to be the fact, as it would

be a case of the most grievous injustice towards the persons that have been thus

dealt with, I have desired Sir Carmichael Smyth to use the powers given by the
late Order of the King in Council for effecting the enfranchisement of these

521, persons
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persons, and for enabling them, if they shall be so disposed, to return to their
native country. I havefurtherdesired Sir Carmichael Smyth to communicate
to the governors of the British possessions in the West Indies the arrival from
thence of emigrants in Demerara as often as it shall occur, in order that he may
receive from them any information which may enable him to detect and remedy
such frauds as have been reported by Lieutenant-governor Light.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg,

 

—No. 604.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.3., to Lord
Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, 6 August 1836.

(No. 56.)

I nave the honour to enclose herewith the following Acts of this Island, for
his Majesty’s most gracious consideration:

No.599.—An Act to make certain Alterations in the Police Force of this Island.
No. 604.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “‘ An Act for the Abolition of

Slavery, for the government of Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining
and enforcing the reciprocal Duties between them and their Employers.”

The Act, No. 599, is an improvement on the Rural and Town Police Acts ;
I consented to this Act only on the condition that the inspectors should have
nothing to do with the prisoners, which your Lordship will find provided for;
and the specia) magistrates have so much to do, I found they could not attend
sufficiently to the discipline of the police. I am satisfied, therefore, that this Act
will do good.

With regard to the Act, No. 604, for amending the Abolition Law, it was called
for by myself in experience of its necessity.

 

— No. 605.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 92.)
ir, ; Downing-street, 31 Oct. 1836.

An Act of the Legislature of Barbados of the 6th August last, in amendment
of the Slavery Abclition Act, transmitted with Sir L. Smith’s despatch of that
date, No. 56, contains three distinct enactments, to the terms of which the
Governor has in that despatch made no particular allusion.
They appear to me, however, to require a special report, which you will have

the goodness to supply.
I do not ;erceive the motive which has recommended the taking away from the

informer his proportion of the penalties recovered, in cases of an infringement of
the law, respecting medicines and medical attendance. ;

There may be very good reasons for the change, but until they are explained
his Majesty’s confirmation of this Act cannot be given. ;
The second clause, which enables the Governor to remit or mitigate the penalties

already mentioned, professes to be introductory, and not declaratory, of the law.

It is, therefore, an indirect recognition of a principle at once important and

objectionable; the principle, namely, that the prerogative of pardon cannot be
exercised in respect of penalties of this kind, except with the direct previous
sanction of the Levislature.

Unless this clause shall be repealed, his Majesty will be compelled to disallow

the Act, as the only practicable method of protesting against such an inno-
vation.

me will, therefore, propose to the Council and Assembly the repeal of this
clause.
The third clause appears very judicious, as the tendency of it is to diminish the

amount
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amount of punishments by the whip; I should, however, wish to know what were

the circumstances by which it was suggested. In general, I may remark, that

every Act altering the slavery abolition laws, should be accompanied by a full

explanatory report.
His Majesty’s decision on this Act will be suspended until I shall have received

your answer to this despatch.
T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 606.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt.,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 42.)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 10 December 1836.

In obedience to the commands conveyed in your Lordship’s despatch of the
31st of October (No. 92), I have the honour of enclosing a special report from
his Majesty’s Solicitor-general regarding an Act of the Legislature of Barbados
of the 6th of August last, in amendment of the Slavery Abolition Act (No. 604).

In Sir Lionel Smith’s sentiments, as well as in Mr. Clarke’s, on the practical
inconvenience of establishing rewards for informers, I am led to participate,
having experienced great embarrassment upon one occasion in particular, in
Antigua, when an individual was committed to gaol, owing to information evi-
dently given against him, under peculiar circumstances, with a malevolent design.
The recurrence of a similar difficulty might perhaps, however, be sufliciently
obviated by Jeaving it to the Governor to remit, in the exercise of his discretion,
the amount of fines otherwise payable to informers.
Whenever your Lordship’s further pleasure shall be made known,I shall lose

no time in proposing to the Council and Assembly the repeal of the second
clause, and such other alterations in the enactment adverted to as your Lordship
may think fit to indicate.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 606.

REPORT from His Majesty’s Solicitor-general of Barbados, dated g December 1836.

I po not think I can offer any more satisfactory information as to the reasons which led
to the amendment of the Abolition Law, by the Act referred to in despatch of my Lord
Glenelg of the 31st of October (No. g2), than by furnishing the following extract from a
letter addressed by Sir Lionel Smith to myself, in which my attention was first drawn to
the subject of the first and second clauses of the Act alluded to,

“ When you have leisure, look at the 35th clause of the Abolition Act. It is operating
harshly against poor proprietors, and there should be a discretion given to the magistrate
or Governor to mitigate the fine, and to remove the odious system of rewarding an informer.
I write this in cunsequence of several cases having come before me, where there was no
intention to break the law, but want of means to comply with it.”
With respect to the objection that the second clause professes to be introductory rather

than declaratory of the right of the executive to remit penalties, I ain satisfied it was not
drawn with such an intention; its chief object was to give to the special justices the power
to mitigate the penalty in such cases, if they should deem it proper; and in the event of
their hesitation, to have the matter at once referred to the Governor; the objection may,
however, be easily remedied in the manner proposed by his Lordship.
The third clause was introduced by myselfinto the Act, because it was imperative under

the old law to inflict corporal punishment, for almost every offence, on watchmen, and I
deemed it better to lessen this kind of punishment, by giving the special magistrates a dis-
cretion as to its infliction in all cases. Iam glad to find its enactment has met with his
Lordship’s approval, and trust the reasons which led to it may be satisfactory also.

(signed)  &. Bowcher Clarke.
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—No. 607.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 18.)
Sir, Downing-street, 24 February 1837,

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch (No. 42) of
the 10th December, in reply to mine of the 31st October last (No. 92), calling
upon Sir Lionel Smith for a special report upon the Act (No. 604) in amend.
ment of the Slavery Abolition Act.

It appears, from the Solicitor-general’s report, that Sir Lionel Smith’s motives
for taking away from the informer one half of the penalty in cases where the
proper medicines and medical attendance were not supplied, were, first, that he
regarded the system of rewarding informers as “ odious;” and, secondly, that in
some cases parties had been prosecuted who had violated the law, not from inten-
tion, but only from inability to obey it. The popular antipathy to an informer
rests upon prejudices which scarcely merit the encouragement of the Legislature,
or the countenance of the Government.

If the law itself be reasonable and just, the man who endeavours to enforce it
by informing against delinquents, renders a public service for which he may pro-
perly be rewarded; for without a reward few men will risk the odium which
frequently attaches to the discharge of this duty. If, on the contrary, the penal-
ties are neither reasonable nor just, then the law imposing them ought to be
repealed. Or if it be impossible to define the offence with such precision as not
to leave scope for the exercise of some discretion, then the executive government
ought to be authorized to remit even that part of the penalty which belongs to the
informer, deducting only a reasonable compensation for his time and trouble.

Notwithstanding the remarks of the Attorney-general as to the intention of the
Legislature in framing the clause for the remission of penalties, it is clear, on that
officer’s statement, that it is so framed as to justify, if not to require, the inference
that this right is not inherent in the Crown, but can be exercised only when
expressly granted by the Legislature. It is impossible that his Majesty should
assent to an Act which would thus constructively abridge so essential a branch of
his prerogative.

I trust that the Legislature of Barbados will readily alter the Act in accordance
with these suggestions; if not, it will be my duty, however reluctantly, to advise
its disallowance.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 608. —

Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c.B., to Lord
Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, g August 1836.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy
of a message which I have received from the House of Assembly, in reply to
one addressed by me to that body, laying before them an extract from your Lord-
ship’s despatch of the 6th April 1836 (No. 63), pointing out certain objections to
the Act ofthe Legislature for Regulating the Sale of Goods by Itinerant Vendors.

 

(Enclosure in No. 608.)

Extract of the Repty of the House of Assembly to the Governor’s Message of the
12th July 1836; dated 4th August 1836.

Tne House of Assembly has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Governor-
general’s message of the 12th July, together with an extract of a despatch from the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State, pointing out certain objections to the Act for Regulat-
ing the Sale of Goods by Itinerant Venders; and the House of Assembly will,pursuant
to the recommendation of his Excellency, adopt such alterations in this Act as will, it is
hoped, meet the views of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State.
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BARBADOS,
— No. 609.—

 

No. 609.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c.B., to

Lord Glenelg.
(No. 60.)

Government-House, Barbados,
My Lord, 18 August 1836. Vide App. No. 196.

I nave the honour to transmit enclosed for his Majesty’s most gracious con-
sideration an Act of the Legislature of this island, entitled as follows; viz.

No. 601.—‘* An Act the better to regulate the Sale of Goods, Wares and Mer- For Lord Glenelg’s
chandize by Itinerant Vendors in and about the Roads and Streets of this Island,” Despatch, 6 April

which is amended agreeably to the recommendation contained in your Lordship’s 1836, tide Papers
: relative to the Abo-

despatch, 6th April 1836 (No. 63). lition of Slavery,
T have, &c. Sess. 1836. Part

(signed) Lionel Smith. ‘M2, p. 23.

 

— No. 610. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt., No. 610.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 9.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 28 October 1836.

Copies of an address, from the coloured inhabitants of this island, and of my
answer, are herewith forwarded for your Lordship’s information. NN

I have, &c. we
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor. ~

Enclosures in No. 610.

(No. 1.)

To his Excellency Sir Evan John Murray Macgregor, Bart., c.B., Governor-general and Enclosures in
Commander-in-Chief of the Islands of Barbados, St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, and No. 610,
their respective Dependencies, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-Admiral ef the same,
&e. &e. Ke.

The humble, respectful, and Loyal Address of the Committee of Free Descendants
of Africa.

May it please your Excellency,
We, his Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Committee of Free Descendants of

Africa, beg leave respectfully to approach your Excellency with our sincere congratulations
on your Excellency’s safe arrival amongst us; and to assure your Excellency that we are
not unmindful of the deep debt of gratitude which we owe to our beloved Scvereign for
having made so judicious an appointment to the government of these islands.
We have long since, may it please your Excellency, felt the impolicy of anticipating

futurity, and of suffering ourselves to be seduced into demonstrations ofjoy on occasions
similar to the present; but we are firmly of opinion that we can now scarcely be mistaken.
Your Excellency has been for several years administering the government of the neigh-
bouring colonies, and connected as we are with those colonies, and in daily communication
with them, we could not possibly be ignorant of your Excellency’s public character.
We have seen, to admire, almost to envy, the good fortune of our brethren under your

Excellency’s administration in these colonies: e have seen your Excellency’s even-
handed justice in the strictly impartial exercise of the powers with which you have been
invested, and your Excellency’s liberal and paternal sclicitude for the well-being of all
classes and conditions subject to your Excellency’s government. We receive your Excel-

lency, therefore, not as a stranger, for by your official acts we have long known you; not
as One with whose policy we are yet to be made acquainted, for that policy has already
developed itself to the eyes of the colonies; notas a doubtful gift which we can only hope
may prove worthy of acceptance, but as a real blessing, of which we shall endeavour to
show ourselves not undeserving.
And here we beg leave to assure your Excellency, and we do so without the fear of con-

tradiction from any quarter, that a practical veneration for the laws conservative of social
order has ever been the characteristic ofour body. Even when those laws have pressed
With unequal weight upon us, we have endured the burden with patience, and if not always

524, without
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without murmuring, it has only been because we are men. Under every change of cir-
cumistance it has ever been our pride, as we know it to be our duty, to maintain, and b
our general conduct to evince the most unshaken loyalty to the King our royal master
of whose unwearied solicitude for the welfare of these his colonial possessions, therecent
humane and equitable measure of the abolition of slavery, and the present selection of
your Excellency to watch over the immediate interests of the inhabitants of these islands,
are to us indubitable proofs.

In conclusion, we beg to offer our sincere and fervent prayers for your Excellency’s
uninterrupted enjoyment of health and happiness, and unfeignedly to subscribe ourselves,
for and on behalf of our brethren,

(signed) Samuel S. Prescod, Chairman. Anthony Barclay, Jun.
Joseph Hamilton. Thomas Rt. Law,
Witham Fitz-Thomas. Benjamin Kennedy.
Thomas Harris. Nathaniel Roach.
Joseph Kennedy. James F. Reed.
Andrew Fillan. Samuel F, Collinson,
John J. Cailliard. Henry Hawkesworth.
William Barrow, Sen.

Bridgetown, 27 October 1836.

 

(No. 2.)

. Government-House, Barbados,
Gentlemen, 27 October 1836.

I rank you for the congratulations with which you are pleased to greet my arrival in
this island.
Having but lately emerged from the depressed condition to which you advert, no pre-

mature effort can facilitate your attainment of those attributes of consequence, of riches,
and of education, long, continuedly, as well as exclusively enjoyed by others. These
advantages, if steadily pursued, will, at no distant period, equally extend, under the pro-
gressive influence of time, to you, and the more speedily in proportion to your praiseworth y
observance of the persevering patience, respect for laws conservative of social order, and
unshaken loyalty to the King our royal master, which you characteristically cherish.

It was by this principle that my proceedings were avowedly guided with respect to your
brethren in the Leeward Islands ; andI recollect with pleasure not only the valuable testi-
monials accorded to me of their esteem, but the liberal co-operation of his Majesty’s
Privy Councils of those colonies, in enabling me to advance to confidential situations
several respectable individuals of your body.

In the selection of candidates for public employment, a highly important trust, demand-
ing the most attentive discrimination of their claims and qualifications, is delegated to the
executive ; but, in whatever manner it may be my fortune to discharge the administration
now confided to my care, a sincere intention, at least, will not be wanting impartially to
exercise the duties of my station, without either overlooking or favouring the pretensions
of any particular class, so as to derange that general well-being of all orders of society
justly recognized in your addresses as the principal aim of government.

To Samuel T. Prescod, Esq. (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
and the Committee of Free Descendants of Africa.

 

—No. 611.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt., to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 1.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 2 January 1837.
Ow landing in Barbados, I could not be insensible to the delicacy of my

position in regard to the question of complexion, so prolific of collision in West
Indian society. .

In the same degree that the countenance it was my duty to show, in accordance
with the views of his Majesty’s Government, towards their order in the Leeward
Islands, rendered my new appointment acceptable to persons of colour here, it
threatened to prove unpalatable to their white fellow-subjects, owing probably to
the difficulty of giving a stranger credit for a disposition to pursue a steady and
impartial course between two opposite political extremes. .

This contrariety of feeling in the community might have become highly mis-
chievous in its consequences if once excited into action; but the addresspresented
by the coloured body fortunately furnished me with an early opportunity of
endeavouring equally to remove undue expectations or apprehensions, on the one

part
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part or on the other, by a plain and distinct avowal of my sentiments, as laid BARBADOS.

before your Lordship with my despatch of the 28th of October last (No. 9).

That announcement was attended with the effect of averting public agitation;

but, in the LeewardColonies, the office of magistrate had been conferred, during

my administration, on individuals of the coloured class; and, upon the same

principle, their brethren in Barbados might consistently found pretensions justi-

fying their admission to thelike advantage, through my instrumentality, in the

capacity of Governor of the Windward Islands.

Their claim derived additional force from the power confided to the officer

administering the government, of appointing justices of the peace without

reference to the Council; but the consciousness of possessing this salutary

authority, by placing the means of doing justice at any time within my reach,

left me at liberty to dispense with its immediate exertion, and to await a favour-

able opening for accomplishing the object ia a manner better calculated to reconcile

the general interests.
With this view, it was of importance that his Majesty’s Council should par-

ticipate in the adoption of the measure; and, having availed myself of the arrival

of my commission to submit the subject to their consideration, [ have now the

satisfaction of laying before your Lordship an extract from the Minutes of that 29 Dec. 1836.

Board, purporting that the members unanimously coneurred in the propriety of

my nominating two coloured gentlemen in the new commission of the peace,

issued according to usage upon that occasion.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

No. G07,

 

(Enclosure in No. 611.)

At a Meeting of the Honourable Members of His Majesty’s Council, in Council Chamber Enclosure in

at Government-House, on the 29th day of December 1836, in consequence of the arrival
of the Governor’s Commissiou,

Present,

His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., and the other Members of Council.

A New commission of the peace being requisite, the Governor will be happy to receive
the suggestions of the Board, in the selection of such gentlemen as it may be proper to

include therein, in addition to the present justices. Persons of colour being now eligible

to serve upon the bench, this occasion affords an appropriate opportunity of countenancing

their pretensions to a reasonable participation in that honourable employment; and it is

consequently of particular importance that the Governor should be guided by the recom-

mendation of of His Majesty’s Council, in favour of the individuals of that class who are
best entitled to this mark of confidence.

Michael T. Corbin and George B. L. Barclay, Esqrs., were then recommended for the
parish of St. Andrew; Robert Reece, senior, and Robert Reece, junior, Esqrs., for the

parish of Christchurch; Thomas Ellis, Esq., a coloured gentlemen, possessed of large

landed property in the parish of St. Peter, for that parish; and Thomas J. Cummins, Esq.,

another coloured gentleman holding his Majesty’s commission, as casual receiver for the

parish of St. Michael; and Thomas G. King, Esq., for the parish of St. Philip.

 

— No. 612. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Alurray Nr. oa
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 19.)
Sir, Downing-street, 12 March 1837.

I nave received your despatch (No. 1.) of the 2d January, reporting the
sPpointment of two coloured gentlemen to commissions of the peace in Bar-
vados.
_ have to express to you, in answer, the satisfaction with which I find that the
Council of Barbados were so cordially disposed to second your wise and liberal
wows in favour of the advancement to the magistracy of gentlemen of African

escent.
521. Lam
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I am not unaware how strong were the feelings which opposed this recognition
of the claims of all his Majesty’s subjects to an equal participation in the offices
and honours in the gift of the Crown; and I am happy to avow the high sense
which I entertain of the title to public gratitude established by those who have
thus overcome existing prepossessions, and lent their zealous aid in accrediting a
more just and secure system of colonial policy.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 613. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Hon. J. 4. Beckles, President of the Council,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 4.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 21 September 1836.

Herewirtu I have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the
general reports furnished by the special magistrates serving in this colony, for
the month of August last, in obedience to the orders conveyed to the late Governor,
Sir Lionel Smith, in your Lordship’s circular despatch of the 15th July 1836, and
have no observation to offer thereon.

(signed) John A. Beckles, President.

Enclosure 1, in No. 613.

District (A.}-—-Town Division.

MonrTuiy Report, from 1st to 31st August 1836; in reply to the Questions contained
in Lord Glenelg’s Circular of 15th July 1836.

Question 1.-What has been the general conduct of the apprentices in your district
since your last report?

Answer 1.—The conduct of the apprentices, during the last month, seems to be greatly
improved; the most numerous complaints have been for insolence, and absence without
leave.

2.—Is there any want of good feeling between them and their employers; and if
so, to what cause do you attribute it?

2.—This district is chiefly composed of non-predials, and a great proportion of them
belonging to persons in needy circumstances, who bave no employment for them, and who
have been in the habit of sending them out to look for employment at a rate of wages
frequently impossible to be got, and at same time to support themselves; in consequence
of which many complaints were made against them. This I have endeavoured to correct,.
by insisting on the owners themselves either finding employment or employers, and fewer
complaints against them on this head. There is no apparent want of good feeling between
them.

3.—Do they perform their work willingly; and if not, to what do you ascribe it?
3.—-There is scarcely any field-labour in this district, except gardening, and the culti-

vation of small patches of Guinea-corn, which labour is cheerfully performed.

4.— What are the working-hours generally in use in this district ; are any, aud what
intervals of relaxation allowed the apprentices during the working-hours?

4-—From six o’clock, a.M., until four o’clock, p. M., with an interval of an hour, from
nine to ten, no time being appropriated between ten and four for relaxation, seems to be
the general desire of the apprentices.

_5-~—Is taskwork generally resorted to in this district; if not, does the objection lie
with the masters or apprentices?

§-—This not being a rural district there is no taskwork.

6.—Is it usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages; if
so, what is the ordinary rate of wages, and how are they paid; if not, have they been
offered ?

6.—It is very usual for the pradials in this district to work for money-wages on Satur-
days, and there is a ready demand for them at from 10$d. to 15. 1d. sterling per day,
paid in cash,

7-—Are any indulgences withheld which it was usual during siavery for the
estate to supply? :

7-—There is no agricultural estate in this district.

8.—What is the condition of the free children, and how are they supported ?
8.—They are in general supported by the parents; one or two complaints were made to

me
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me of being unable to do so, and in consequence I was about executing an indenture for
the children’s protection; but on no account would the parents listen to it, their aversion
to the prolonged apprenticeship being so very great.

g.—What facilities does this district supply for education and religious instruction ?
Is the attendance at church and in the schools equal to the accommodation ?
—The town is ecclesiastically divided ‘into three districts: St. Michael’s, St. Mary’s,

and St. Paul’s, The free sittings at each church, during the forenoon service, are nearly
as follows: St. Michael’s, 350; St. Mary’s, 800, and St. Paul’s, 200; besides an evening

service at each of the following churches, which is almost exclusively attended by the
negro population, and may be said as follows:

 

 
 

 

At St. Michael’s - - - - 1,200) Each of these
St.Mary’s - - - - = 1,200 churches would con-
St. Paul’s + - - - - 500)tain 300 more.
Moravian + = - - - 450
Wesleyan - - - - - 1,000

The Daily School Attendance.

Boys. Girls. Total.

At St. Mary’s_ - - - - - 200 100 300
Ditto - Infant - - - - 36 70 106
St. Paul’s - - - - - 65 | 130 105

Various other schools - - - 371 351 722

672 | 651 1,323 
 

Besides weekly Sunday-schools at each of the churches, which are well attended. The
attendance at school and the evening church service is not equal to the accommodation,
except at the Wesleyan chapel, which is generally very much crowded.

10.—Is there a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge;
and how many discharges have been effected since last Report?

10.—There is a very general desire, on the part of the apprentices, to purchase their
discharge; but from the constitution of the justices for this purpose, viz. one special and
two general justices, the latter are, or may be presumed to be, interested in high appraise-
ments, which the special justice cannot, when persisted in, overcome; and the objects of
appraisement are thereby frequently defeated. I have, however, suggested to many of the
apprentices to appeal to the good feeling of their masters, and to make an amicable
arrangement without appearing before the magistrates ; and have, in many instances, been
successful in obtaining their discharges at sums infinitely below what they would have
been appraised.
 

 

  

Males. Females.

Manumitted by appraisement during the last month = - 1 2
Ditto - by amicable arrangement - - - 15 16

Ditto - byfreedischarges - - - = = 6 6

Total - - - 22 24 i

The numbers during the two preceding months nearly in the same proportion.

11.—To what kinds of employment du those who have obtained their discharge
usually betake themselves?

11.—Almost the whole of the apprentices in this district are tradesmen and domestics,
and they generally continue to follow their previous avocations.

12.—What are the prospects of the ensuing crop, and what the general state of
cultivation; has the season been favourable or otherwise?

12.—The prospect of the ensuing crop is highly favourable, and the general cultivation
very good ; the weather, for nearly the last two months, very favourable.

13.—Have you any suggestions to make, or any practical measure to recommend?
13.—If a fixed principle was laid down for the deductions to be made on all appraise-

ments during the remaining term of apprenticeship, for the casualties of death, sickness
and the interest of the money paid in advance, it would be extremely beneficial to the
apprentices desirous of purchasing their discharge, and which, I think, might be fairly
reckoned at one third of the esti:nated value of their services. The rest of the system seems
to be working very well.

J. Elmes, 8. J. P.
District (A.) Town Division..

521.

BARBADOS.
 



BARBADOS.
 

Enclosure 2,
in No, 613.

Sic.

386 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Enclosure 2, in No. 613.

District (A.)}—Rural Division.

Monthly Report for August 1836.

Answer 1.—Under all the circumstances consequent and attending a new state ofthings

the general conduct of the apprentices is excellent. >”

2.—On a good many estates this is the case; I attribute this, in nine cases out of tén, to

the temper and habits of the employer or manager. Whenever those persons are not con.

siderate, and sometimes kind, good feeling does not exist. On the other hand, when the

happen to be men of sense and humanity, there is a very good feeling towards them, the

work of the estate well done, and consequently few or no complaints. This good feeling

is more common on the Jarge estates than on the smaller ones.

3.—This question may be answered nearly in the same way as No. 2, namely, to the want

of temper, consideration and good sense in the employer. The apprentices are generally

inclined to be idle, and sometimes to be impertinent and disorderly, but the extent of either

depends upon the disposition and temper of the employer; there are, however, a good many

stubborn characters amongst the apprentices, both male and female; their principal failing

is a childish impertinence to those placed over them; they pilfer in a small way.

4.—The working hours vary upon different estates; these hours are often regulated by the
employer, but more frequently by the wishes of the apprentices themselves, some from 6 to

10, from 11 to 4, others from 6 to 9, from 10 to 1, and 3 to 6; on the first the intervals

are for breakfast and dinner, on the next for breakfast and dinner. The apprentices on the

well-regulated estates get the refreshment of water, sweetened with treacle, once or twice

in the day; on the others, water only, and indeed little other extra indulgence. ,

5.—Task-work is not often resorted to; both parties seem to have an objection to it; task"
work sometimes induces the apprentice to over-work himself, and to be careless in the

execution of it; little or no work done by task in my district. Indeed, I think it a bad

plan on all accounts. The apprentices generally give more satisfaction when working in
the usual way.

6.—Yes, the apprentices work in their own time; sometimes on other estates, and fre-
quently on those to which they are attached. Those who have land in lieu of allowance,

work this land occasionally as required. The rate of wages is one quarter ofa dollar per
day, and is paid in money.

7.—Yes, on some estates a part of the indulgences have been withdrawn, on others they
are continued; these, as well as many other things, mainly depend upon the temper and

consideration of the employer.

8.—By no means good ; the parent-apprentices have a great objection to binding them, by

which they would be fed and clothed ; this objection is, 1 believe, general. These children

are supported by their parents and friends. On some few estates they are maintained at

the expense of the estate, and taken good care of during the working-hours of their
parents. On some they have also the advantage of a school.

_—I shall endeavour to answer this question as satisfactorily as Tcan. There are three

schools established for the religious and moral instruction of free and other children; they

are well attended. The churches and chapels are filled, and although several new places

of worship have been built, there still appears to be more accommodation wanting. The

conduct of the apprentices during Divine service is most respectable, as well as their general

behaviour on the Sabbath.

There are 65 estates in my district over 25 acres. It appeared from my quarterly report

ending 30th June last (and called for by his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith), that upon five of

the larger ones, where the proprietors and managers permitted all their apprentices to receive

religious instruction for one hour in each fortnight, out of the estate time, there werenearly

as many legally married couples as upon the remaining sixty. Exclusive of this first step
to civilization, lawful marriage, these five estates give litte trouble, and few or no com-

plaints made of the general conduct of the apprentices; this hour of estate time having
produced such beneficial effects.

I considered it my duty to propose to other proprietors and managers, that they also
should give up one hour of estate time in each fortnight for this important purpose, the

good effects of which were so apparent. My application for this hour has been promptly

complied with on 18 estates over 25 acres, and lectures have begun upon five, byaqualified

erson, a Mr. Thorne, of Bridge-Town,alicensed catechist, and man of colour, who was

imself born in slavery, and is perfectly equal to the task. I gave in the return of those 18

estates to the bishop, who promised to make arrangements with his clergy that advantage

should be taken of this permission. When those 18 estates are supplied,I mean to proceed

with the others ; I do not anticipate a refusal. Thus 65 hours, or five days and five hours

of estate time, would be given up to religious instruction every fortnight in one district
algne. Exclusive of the moral effects likely to be produced by these lectures, the people

will have an hour’s rest from labour, and insure their attendance. In the neighbourhood

of the Moravian establishment, two of the large estates in my district are situated; 00
those estates the apprentices conduct themselves in a very orderly and decent manner, few

complaints, and most favourable reports made of them by tbe police patrole; this is to be
attributed
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attributed to the moral and religious instruction afforded by this excellent establishment;
above 1,000 persons receive instruction here during the week. This mission of the united

Moravian brethren has been established here since 1765, and has effected much in their

neighbourhood. Nearly a year has elapsed since I commenced my duties as special

justice in this district; I have studied the character of the apprentices; they are open to

‘conviction and sensible of kindness, and I am satisfied would very readily embrace any
system of education proposed to them by persons in whom they have been in the habit of

placing confidence. The employers seem to be little inclined to assist in this matter, on
which so much depends; this is short-sighted policy. The year 4o approaches, and it is

high time to think ofcivilizing these people, at least the young apprentices and free children,

in the moral good conduct of whom their interest, and the peace and prosperity of the

island, is so deeply involved.

10.—The desire to purchase discharge is very general in my district; five discharges have
been purchased in the last month. The inclination of the general justices, who are neces-
sarily associated with the special magistrates, to enhance the value of the remaining

services of the apprentices, operates much against the demands for appraisements.

11.—They generally follow the occupations they have been most accustomed to, except
where their means and connexions enable them to better their condition.

12,—The present prospect of the crop is very favourable; the season, for certain crops,
is extremely so, The canes now advancing in growth require perhaps more rain; upon
the whole all look remarkably well, and it is fully admitted that the culuvation, the general
agriculture, and cleanliness of the land, was never in a better state than it is at present.

13.—Under this bead of general observation, I should recommend strongly that critical
inquiry be made into the actual state of the free children of apprenticed labourers; their
situation is extremely precarious, the more particularly as the parents are disinclined to

apprentice them, and are not moreover willing that they shall work in such necessary
employments as are suitable to their age, and by which they may be enabled to contribute
something to their own support. So great is this disinclination of the parent-apprentices
to employ their free children in agriculture or otherwise, that they seldom make them

work on the land they themselves have in lieu of allowances; it is therefore obvious, that

something should speedily be done, or they will become a most useless and inconvenient
burthen to the country.
Under this head also, I think it my duty to notice the defects in the estate-hospital

system. On the very large estates this establishment is conducted well; it is far from
being the case on the smaller ones; here the hospitals or sick-houses are wretched build-

ings, badly ventilated and attended, indeed in many instances the sick apprentice, on going
into the sick-house, becomes a close prisoner; the windows (if there happen to be any),

closely shut, the door locked and the key taken away; on inquiry, you are told all is done
by the orders of the plantation medical attendant; this system is one of the remnants of
slavery, and requires the constant attention of the special magistrate ; yet all his exertion

is scarcely sufficient to counteract an abuse that in some cases 1s intended as a punishment,

any modification of which the planters have no right to inflict. It therefore sometimes
happens, that the apprentice, though iH], will continue to work, to the injury of his health,

sooner than go into hospital ; if he does go he becomes a prisoner; and when the medical
attendant says he is fit.tor labour he is compelled to resume it, whatever he may assert to

the contrary as to inability; my interference upon this occasion has ‘been often required,
andI regret to say not without cause; sometimes, however, the apprentices, to escape
labour, feign illness, which I do not fail to punish when proved to my satisfaction.

J. B. Colthurst,
Special Justice Peace, District (A.) R. D.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 613.

MonrTutiy Report of the State of District (B.), for August 1836.

Answer 1.—Rather idle.

2.—Among the smaller class of proprietors a want of proper feeling exists, principally
occasioned from their being deprived of the authority of inflicting summary punishment;
others from the apprentice appealing to the special justice for redress when aggrieved, at
which the employer becomes irritated, and endeavours to annoy the apprentice to the
extent of his power.

_ 3—There is not a general willingness to perform their work. The work ordered by the

justice to be performed on Saturday is very reluctantly done, knowing it is a day appro-

priated for their own use.

4.—In the well-regulated properties, the working hours are from six to nine, then one
hour for breakfast; from ten to one, then two hours for dinner; from three to six, when
the day’s labour is finished. During the short days, the time allowed for repose is cur-

tailed about three-quarters of an hour, to admit of the nine hours’ labour being completed
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between sunrise and sunset. Some agree to work the same time all the year; therefore,
what they lose one half the year they gain in the other.

5.—Taskwork is not generally resorted to; the objection lies with the master, the work
being performed badly. Some properties follow the system with success.

6.—It has of late become more general for the apprentices to work for wages in their
own time, but many proprietors complain that they cannot obtain extra labour. Wages
are paid according to the labour the apprentice is able to perform; the highest rate is,
generally, 1s. 1d. sterling in cash, and many receive, in addition, a dram of spirits. On
many estates they will come out at any time to work for their masters.

7-—-Since the additional pound of fish has been allowed, in some properties, former
indulgences have been withdrawn; in others they are continued, but liable to be stopped
for improper conduct.

8.—The condition of the free children is generally deplorable, the parents bringing them
up in idleness, which will be the case during the apprenticeship. In some properties they
are fed by their former masters, and in others by their parents.

g.—Some of the estates are visited once or twice a week by catechists, who teach those
who are inclined. Many of the poor whites hold day-schools for children. There are two
parochial schools, besides other private schools. The attendance at church is equal to the
accommodation, and becoming more general; chapels are increasing. The attendance
in the schools is not equal to the accommodation.
10.—There is a great desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge; but,

in consequence of the present high price of labour, the appraisements are high. Nine
males and nine females have been discharged this month.

11.—Those discharged in general follow their former occupations, except some of the
women, who take to domestic work in their own families, and generally quit the occupation
of field-labour.

12.—The prospects of the ensuing crop are good. Cultivation generally good; some
estates in much better order than during the latter part of slavery. The season has been
favourable.

13.—I have no suggestions to make at present.
Joseph Hamilton, S. J. P.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 613.

Monruty Report of the District (C.), for August 1836.

Answer 1.—Improving, with the exception of petty thefts.

2.—On large estates, with some exceptions, no bad feeling exists; but, on small
places, muct

3.—The same, and it proceeds from bad feeling.
4.—None:

- §.—Taskwork is resorted to partially; and, where resorted to, has succeeded.
6.—Apprentices work in their own time. A quarter of a dollar a day may be set down

as the rate of wages; adram, or molasses and water, commonly called “diversion,” is
generally given on estates, in addition, gratuitously.

7.--Indulgences are sometimes withheld when the apprenticed labourers misbehave.

8.—Free children are supported by their parents; though, on some well-regulated
estates, where the parents give their employers satisfaction, the children get their allow-
ance the same as they did previous to the 1st August 1834.

g.-—There are two churches, with resident ministers, in the district, each having daily
schools well attended ; and three chapels, with a school to each, well attended also: There
are sundry Sunday-schools, which are well attended, and some estates have a school which
acatechist attends, in all which accommodation must exist. There is a desire for edu-
cating their children amongst the apprentices.
10.—Yes; nine discharges have been effected by purchase, and six have been gratuitous.
11.—Tradesmen, é. e. mechanics, continue their usual occupation ; domestics either hire

themselves out, or take to trafficking, commonly called “ huckstering.”

12.—The prospects, as regards the ensuing staple crop of sugar, are very promising, and
the.cultivation good, with the exception of the small places, where things are not so well
managed as they are on estates generally. The seasun set in dry, which has injured the
Indian corn crop, the sowing of which commences in May; favourable rains have now set
in, and, if they continue, the ensuing crop of sugar is expected to be very good.
13.—None.

(signed) F. D. Hutcheson:
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Enclosure 5, in No. 613.

District (D.}—31 August 1836.

First Montuty Reporr of Special Magistrate of the above District, in Reply to the

Questions submitted him by Lord Glenelg’s Circular Despatch of 15th July 1836.

Answer 1.—The greater number of the complaints exhibited before me for this month

having been for idleness and petty theft, and this being my only source of information,

I conclude that the general conduct of the apprentices of this district, for the lastmonth,

has been idle and disposed to theft, to both ofwirich the negro character.is especially prone.

2.—Not generally speaking, and indeed’ in but very few instances that have come under

my notice, can there be said to exist a want of good feeling between the apprentices and

their employers; and where such does exist, it is generally to be attributed to the idle

habits of the apprentices.

3.—Theapprentices cannotbe said to perform their work willingly. On those estates where

the apprentices in authority conduct themselves well, the others yield a more ready

obedience to the law ; but where these are wanting, the reverse is the consequence.

4.—The working hours, except in crop season, when the apprentices are required for

obvious reasons to be up earlier, are from six o’clock a.m. to six P.M., three hours of

relaxation being allowed within that period ; viz. most commonly from the hour of nine to

that of ten o’clock a.M., and from that of one to three P. M.

5.—Taskwork is not, I understand, generally resorted to, and when it is adopted, is rather

as the ultimate resort against idleness than otherwise, consequently the objection lies with

the apprentices. Yet even when it is resorted to, the apprentices frequently finish the task

assigned them (as arranged by a scale of work, approved of and directed by the late

Governor-general, Sir Lionel Smith, to be a standard for taskwork) before the nine hours of

labour, their masters are by law entitled to, have expired.
6.—The apprentices can get abundance of employment for money-wages in this district,

during their own time, would they be so employed, at the rate, to every effective labourer,

of the sum of 1s. 6 2d. currency each per day, which sum is usually paid them at the expi-

ration of their nine hours’ labour; but such is their idleness and indolence of character,

that it is difficult to induce them to work even for these wages.

7.—Where the apprentices conduct themselves well, none of the indulgences supplied

during slavery are withheld,
8.—The free children for the most part are dependent for support on the allowances fur-

nished their parents from the estates. Where, however, the parents conduct themselves

well, none of the indulgences heretofore enjoyed by the free children are withheld.

g.—The only facilities afforded in this district for education, which I am aware of, are two

weekly and three Sunday schools, the latter held at the places of Divine worship by the

respective ministers, two being of the Established Church, and one of Moravians. The

attendance at church is more than equal to the accommodation ; but I am unable to state

what that at the schools is.
10.—I should conclude, from the circumstance of several apprentices having had them-

selves appraised without being able to produce the amount of their valuation, that the

desire to purchase their discharge is general amongst the apprentices, and that the means

only are wanting to carry it into effect. This being the first report of this kind I have been

called on for, I shall state all the discharges, of whatever kinds, that have taken place from

ist August 1834, to date; viz. 75 by the owners’ voluntary acts, 30 by purchases of

apprentices, and two by special magistrate in compliance with 88th clause of the Abolition

ct.

11:—For the most part the discharged apprentices betake themselves to the calling of

petty hawkers or hucksters ; few or none can be got to engage in agricultural pursuits.

12.—The prospect for the ensuing crop is at present favourable; the cultivation, generally

speaking, is not as extended as during the state of slavery; and on many estates the lands

ate not in the high state of tillage they were formerly kept. The seasons up to the present

time have been favourable.
13.—None at present.

John James Hough, S.J. P.
 

Enclosure 6, in No. 613.

District (E.}—g31 August 1836.

Answer 1.—Excessively idle, and much addicted to stealing.

2,—No bad feeling, except a wish on the part of the apprentices not to perform labour

adequate to their power andability. ; .

3-—They do not perform their work willingly, and it is ascribed to their indolence.

4-—The working hours are from six o’clock in the morning to nine, and from ten to one,

and from three to six, daily, except Saturdays and Sundays, when they are entirely unem-

ployed.
.

5.—~-Taskwork is not generally resorted to, in consequence of the unwillingness of the

labourers to perform it; but when it is, they often finish that prescribed by law in six or

eight hours.
“6.—The apprentices sometimes work for wages, but they generally prefer cultivating

their own grounds; and it is difficult to obtain a succession:of agricultural labourers on

Saturdays, though they can get from 1s. 3d, to 18.63 d. currency in cash per day.

§2 1 .
7.—No

BARBADOS.

 

Enclosure §,
in No. 613.

Enclosure 6,
in No. 613.



BARBADOS.

 

Enclosure 7,
fa No. 613.

390 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

7.—No indulgences are withheld from them which they enjoyed in a state of slavery ;
and the employers generally allow them many more privileges than the law does; most
estates, in addition to their rations, give each labourer about one-eighth of an acre of land
for which no reduction of allowance is made, nor any price charged. ,
8.—The free children are in good condition generally, and supported by the overplus of

allowance given to their parents by their employers; they are nevertheless bringing them
up in habits of extreme idleness.

—The facilities afforded for their education and religious instruction are a free access
to the churches at all times, and the Saturday and Sunday schools established by the cler-
ymen of the district; but they generally prefer sending their children to small schools

established by people of free condition, and not under the control of the clergymen;
on some estates schools are established, but it is difficult to get them to attend intheir
own hours, and the parents will not send their free children; the objection is supposed
to arise from an idea that it may give their masters some claim to their fature services.

10.—There is a general desire to purchase their discharge; seven males and seven
females have been effected since my Fest report in my district.
11.—In habits of idleness, and on no occasion do they employ themselves as agricultural

labourers. .
12. Tolerably fair; small properties indifferent; not favourable hitherto ; for want of

rain the grain crop bas been almost lost.
13.—-None at present.

Frederick J. Mathews,
Special Justice Peace, District (E.)

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 613.

Montay Report for August 1836.

District (F), comprising Parishes of St. Andrew and St. Joseph.

Answer 1.-—Tux conduct of the apprenticed labourers in this district has been uniformly
quiet and orderly, with a few exceptions, as my journal will prove.
2.—I think there is a want of good feeling in many instances between employers and

their apprentices, particularly the small proprietors, as legal allowances are often withheld.
3.—The apprentices perform their work willingly, except as in the question cited

above, &c.
4.—The working hours generally are from 6 a.m. to 10; then from 11 A.M. till 2 p.m.;

then from 4 till 6 p.., making nine hours.
§—~-Taskwork is not in use: the objection generally lies with the apprentice.
6.—The apprentices work in their own time on Saturdays at the rate of 12. sterling for

nine hours; during crop time, the predial apprenticed labourers work over their own time
voluntarily ; but the wages are very small indeed, and often irregularly paid.

7.—Generally during slavery the predial apprenticed labourers had land independent of
their food, and their stock was not destroyed, in the manner it is customary, by law, to do
8o at present.
8.—The free children of the first class of predial apprenticed labourers generally go to

school, and are supported by their parents; but the children of the ordinary field-labourer
are barely supported, and generally are kept away from the employers..

g.—There are few facilities supplied for the education of children, and ne funds to pay
a schoolmaster in this district; the school-house and church are one and the same. There
is a night-school, attended by adults and children, but they all pay a small sum weekly for
being taught to read, and this is the only instruction afforded to the black population. The
clergymen attend on Saturday for religious instraction, but their time is chiefly oceupied by
baptisms and marriages. The church accommodation is far from being adequate ‘to the
wants of the parishioners, and such as it is, can only be called temporary.

10.—I do not think the desire is general among the apprentices of purchasing. their
discharge; during this month only four have done so in this district, as they are too
oor. Those who can afford to purchase their discharge are chiefly tradesmen, and when
ree, they continue at their craft.
11.—The prospects for the ensuing crop are most favourable, and the state of cultivation

of the very highest order. The season, as yet, has been most favourable.
12.—I would suggest, that in cases of appraisement, in place of having the attendance

of two general magistrates, there should be another special magistrate, and only special
justices of the peace to value predial apprenticed labourers.

I should also recommend, that all special magistrates should be sworn in as general magis-
trates, and I can adduce many substantial reasons for the same.

In cases of appraisement, the law directs there should be two general magistrates, and

one special; the consequence is, that the apprentice is frequently overvalued, and the
dissent of the special magistrate is of noavail. Also, the Colonial Abolition Law and the
Island Law frequently are so mixed, that it sometimes happens there exists a difference of
opinion, whether the apprentice should be brought before the general magistrate or the
special.

Geo. Kennedy, Lieut. R. N.,
S. J. P.
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BARBADOS:

—No. 614. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Hon. J. 7. Beckles, President of the Council, No. 614.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 6.) .
Government House, Barbados,

My Lord, 12th October 1836.

Herzwitu I have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information,

Answers to the Queries proposed in your Lordship’s Circular Despatch of 15th July

1836, for the month of September last, as furnished by the Special Magistrates

serving in this colony. th

ave, &c.

(signed) John T. Beckles, President.

P. S.—No general Report has been received from District (E.), the Magistrate

in charge of that district having died early in the month.
J.T. B.z

 

Enclosure, -1,
Enclosure 1, in No. 614. in No. 614.

Answers :—District (A.) Town Division.

1.—Crimg has very much decreased in this district since my last report.

2.——There is no apparent want of a mutual good feeling.
3.—The work seems to be cheerfully performed. °
4.—From 6 a.M. to 4 P.M., with an interval of one hour from g to 10.

5.—This not being an agricultural district, there is no taskwork.

6.—It is very usual for the preedials in this district to work for money wages, at from

10d. to 18. 1d. sterling per day, which is paid in cash.
-There is no agricultural estate in this district.
.—-In general very poor, and supported by their parents,

9.—There appears to be ample means for education, and the accommodation at the differ-

ent churches during the evening service is equal to the Negro attendance, except at the

Wesleyan church, which is generally crowded.
10.—The great desire to purchase their discharge continues, and by the same means I

formerly recommended, a great many discharges have been obtained on very moderate

terms.

 

Males. Females. Total.

TT
 

   

Manumitted by appraisement during the month - + 2 - - 2

Ditto - - by amicablearrangement - - - =< 16 29 45

Ditto - - freedischarges - - -° ° = & 3 13 16

Ditto - - by me, in consequence of the cruelty of the
owner= “= = © 2+ © = = «= «fe - 1. 2

Tota during the Month - - - 21 43 64  
The average amount paid for those manumitted by amicable arrangement has been from
tol. to, 151. currency, in some instances much lower. The two by appraisement, 352.
and 252,
11.—Being in general mechanics and domestics, they generally continue the same

avocations.
_12.—The crops look exceedingly well, and the cultivation is excellent. The seasons con-
tinue very favourable.
13.—T have nothing in addition to my last month’s report to offer.

(signed) J. Elmes,8S.J.P.

1 October 1836, District (A.) Town Division.

521,
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Enclosure 2, in No. 614.

Answers :—District (A.) Rural Division.

1.—Tue conduct of the apprentices in my district, since my last report, has been, gene-
rally speaking, excellent.
2.—There exist some instances in which there is a want of this good feeling, but I think

that it is caused often by perhaps a want of temper and consideration in the employer or
manager.

3. This uestion may be answered nearly as the last. Wherever the apprentices are
treated with kindness and consideration, and a steady system pursued, they work well and
willingly.
4The usual working hours are from 6 to 9, from 10 to 1, from 2 to 5; these hoursare

sometimes varied, generally to meet the wishes of the apprentices; the first interval for
breakfast, the second for dinner; indeed upon the large estates the regulations in this
respect, as well as in many others, are, more or less, made at the request of theappren-
tices; on these estates the pregnant women and those having young children are treated
with much humanity,
§.—Both masters and apprentices have an objection to taskwork; the masters often

have to complain that the work is hurried over, and consequently badly done; if other-
wise, the people are apt to overwork themselves; the apprentices object because they say
the tasks are too heavy. In my opinion, the usual mode of working the nine hours ispre-
ferable on every account, as both parties always seem better satisfied.
6.—It is constantly the practice of the apprentices, with perhaps few exceptions, to work

in their own time, Some are idle, and will not; those persons are few ; the ordinary wages
is a quarter dollar a day, paid in money.
7-—On the large estates none of the indulgences enjoyed in a state ofslavery have been

withdrawn, On some of the smaller ones they have been considerably curtailed; in all
matters connected with the apprenticeship the large estates proceed well, when the smaller
ones give considerable trouble.
8.—The condition, of the free children is extremely precarious; they are supported, on

some of the large estates, partly at the expense of the estate, but these instances are very
few; they are usually supported by the parents and friends; their parents, I regret to say,
have a great objection to their working on such works as are suitable to their age, and by
which they may assist in supporting themselves. I am at present using every means in my
power, on three or four estates, to introduce a regular system for those children, many of
whom are now nearly eight years of age. What I propose is, that they shall work atlight
work from 6 to g o’clock, earn their breakfasts, and then go to school either on the estate
or in the neighbourhood; this I hope to carry into effect.
g.—There are three schools established by the Bishop in my district, besides that by the

Moravians; the attendance at these schools is numerous and respectable; the attendance
at church is highly respectable in both instances; there seems to be a great want of
accommodation ; the Sabbath is respected.

10.—There is a very general desire amongst the apprentices to purchase theirdischarge ;.
eleven persons have obtained it within the last month, five by purchase, and six by the
voluntary act of the master; these last were house servants; two also of the first were
domestics.

11.—In almost every instance to the employment they have been previously occu-
ied in.

P 12.—The prospect of the ensuing crops is very favourable; rain has been wanting during
the month, but as it has now fallen heavily, everything looks well; it is admitted generally
that the state of cultivation is excellent, and the season upon the whole favourable.

13.—In my last report I mentioned the precarious situation of the free children of the
apprenticed labourers; in my opinion instant attention ought to be paid to their condition;
if this is not done, it is plain that they will hang a dead weight upon the country, untrained
to industry, and wholly uneducated. As I said before, in my answer to question 8, m
plan is, that the free, and some of the apprenticed, children, shall assemble at 10 o’cloc
on one estate, from perhaps two, three, or more estates, and there receive instruction for
the remainder of the day, the free children having first earned their breakfasts; the expense
to be paid by each estate according to the number of children attending such school.

(signed) J.B. Colthurst, S.J. P.

District (A.) Rural Division.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 614.

Answers :—District (B.)
1.—STI1Lu idle.
2.—The same improper feeling exists as described in the last month’s report.
3.—A continued reluctance to work on Saturday, when ordered by the magistrate.
4.—The same as the last report.
5.—The same as the last report.

6.—Wages



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 393

6. Wages are on the increase, a competition existing amongst the proprietors; some

apprentices get 134. sterling and half a pint of rum, others get 15 3d. and a gill of rum for

the day’s work.
_ Since the allotments of land have been issued to the apprentices for their support,

the small gardens around their huts, which they formerly were allowed to plant, in some

properties, have been taken from them.

8. The free children continue in the same state, and will so long as the apprenticeship

lasts.
. The same as the last report.

10. The price still continuing high prevents a number from purchasing their discharge.

One male purchased and one voluntary; four females purchased. Total number of dis~

charges effected, six. .

11. Many children have been purchased by their parents, who have placed them out to

school; those grown up employ themselves as in the Jast report.

12. The prospects of the ensuing crops are generally throughout the district pretty good;

the season has generally been favourable; cultivation good. :

13. In my next report some suggestions will be submitted.

(signed) Joseph Hamilton, S.J. P.
District (B.)

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 614.

ANsweErs :—District (C.)

1, IMPROVING, with the exception of idleness. ,

2. Generally speaking, as to the large estates, there is a very good feeling subsisting ;

but with a few exceptions as to the large estates, and nearly the entire of the small places,

there is a bad feeling exists, principally, I consider, from the irregular method of calculat-

ing the time of labour by a glass, by which the apprentices can never ascertain whether

they are kept longer than their legal hours or not; and where there are more than one:

gang, and the glass kept where one is, the other gangs are kept at work after the time the

first gang is broke off from their work.
3. A great many complaints for indolent performance of work and turning out late have

been made, whichI attribute to the cause stated in reply No. 2.

4. None.
5. Taskwork is resorted to partially, and where resorted to has succeeded.

6. Apprentices work in their own time; a quarter of a dollar a day may be set down as

the rate of wages; @ dram, or molasses and water (commonly called “ diversion”) is gene

rally given on estates in addition, gratuitously.

7. Indulgences are sometimes withheld when the apprentices misbehave.

8, Free children are supported by their parents, though on some well-regulated estates,

where the parents give their employer satisfaction, the children get their allowance the

same as they did previous to the ist of August 1834.

g. There are two churches with resident ministers in the district, each having daily

schools well attended; three chapels with a school to each, well attended also. There are

sundry Sunday-schools which are well attended, and some estates have a school which a

catechist attends, in all which adequate accommodation must exist. There is a desire for

educating their children amongst the apprentices.
10. Yes; 11 discharges have been effected by purchase.

11, Tradesmen, i. e. mechanics, continue their usual occupation ; domestics either hire

themselves out or take to trafficking, commonly called “ huckstering.”

12, The prospects, as regards the ensuing staple crop of sugar, are somewhat diminished,

owing to the want of rain.
13. [ consider the present mode of appraising the remaining period of apprenticeships

bad, inasmuch as two colonial magistrates are associated with one special justice; the con-

sequence is, where high appraisements are advocated by the local magistrates, the appren-

tices suffer; I therefore submit that two special justices ought to be associated with one

colonial magistrate, instead of two of the latter with the one special justice.

(signed) FJ. Hutcheson, 8. J.P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 614.

Answers :—District (D.)

1. Ipze and given to petty theft in almost a twofold degree to my last report, as will
appear from the greater number convicted this month than the last, most of whom have
received sentence for the above-mentioned offences.

2. In my reply to this, as well as several of the following questions, I must beg leave to

refer you to my first replies to said questions in report for August last, nothing having
occurred to induce me to think differently.

3. See reply for month of August.
521. 4 tog. See
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BARBADOS. 4 to 9. See reply for month of August.
10. See reply for month of August. Ten; three by purchase and seven by the voluntary

acts of the masters.
11 & 12. See reply for month of August.
13. None at present.

 

(signed) W. Ja. Hough, S.J. P,

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 614.

Enclosure 6, Answegs :—District (F.)
in No. 614.

1. Tux conduct of the apprenticed labourers has been uniformly quiet and regular, as
my journal will exhibit.

2. I think there is a want of good feeling, particularly among the small prop rietors; the
cause generally from not receiving legal allowances.

3- The work is performed willingly, and when not, it arises generally from the appren-
tice not receiving his legal allowance.

4. The working-hours are from 6 a. M. till 10; from 11 till 2 P.m., and from4 to 6 P.M
§- Taskwork is not in general use ; the objection generally lies with the apprentice.
6. The apprentices always work on their own day, Saturday, at 13. sterling, nine hours,

During crop-time they always work over their nine hours voluntarily, but the wages are
generally very small indeed, and often most irregularly paid. The special justice of the
peace has no control in cases of the above nature, as they are generally private between
employer and apprentice,

7. During slavery the apprentices generally had land as well as provisions, and were
allowed to keep stock. Now, by law, half an acre of land is a substitute for food, and all
stock by law may be destroyed for any or whatever trespass.

8. Many of first-class apprentices send their free children to school, but the ordinary
field people have neither time nor means, and they are generally wandering about the
Negro huts, shunning their parents’ employers; they are supported upon part of the
Jegal allowance of their parents.

g- The district supplies no facilities for education, and with the exception of a night-
school, attended by adults as well as children, there is no other; and even there they have
to pay a small sum for attending at school. The church accommodation is very far from
being adequate to the wants of the parishioners in every respect.

10. The desire to purchase their discharge is not very general. Since my last report
four discharges have been effected.

11. After obtaining their discharge the apprentices work at the trade or craft they have
a knowledge of.

12. The prospects for the ensuing year are excellent. The state of cultivation is first-
rate, and the season has as yet been most favourable.

13. I would strongly recommend that all special magistrates were sworn in as general
magistrates, and that only special magistrates should be employed in cases of appraise-
ment ; as the law now exists the proprietor fixes the value, and two justices of the peace,
both planters, have the power of closing, without consent of special justice.

signed George Kennedy, S. J. P.
(signed) 8 + for District (F.)

 

— No. 615. —

No. 615. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 17.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 10 November 1836.

1 to 6. Herewits I have the honour to transmit the monthly answers of the
stipendiary magistrates of Barbados for October last, in reply to the questions
addressed to them by your Lordship’s order. .

For the present, it is out of my power to observe further upon the several points
therein adverted to, than that the sugeested alteration of the law of appraisement,

does not appear to me calculated in any degree to prevent possible injustice, as it
would but tend to substitute one influence for another, instead of betteradjusting

the
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the conflicting interests of the apprentices, and the proprietors, from whom their

discharges are to be purchased.

As a general rule, it does not seem to me by any means expedient that

stipendiary magistrates should be invested with appointments in the magistracy

at large, because such an extension of authority on their part, if indiscreetly

managed, might seriously compromise them with other justices in the commission

of the peace.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No.615.

Answers :—District (A.), Town Division. Monthly Report from 1st to g1st Oct. 1836.

1. Tux general conduct of the apprentices in this district, during the last two months,

has greatly improved, and crime diminished nearly one half.

a. There are a certain class of owners in this district whose sole aim is to extort to the

utmost farthing the amount of wages earned by the apprenticed labourers, and at the same

time very dilatoryin supplying food or clothing until forced so to do. When such jis the

case, the apprentice labourer cannot have much good feeling towards his owner; in other

respects, the feeling seems pretty good.

3. What little field-labour there is in this district seems cheerfully performed.

4. From 6 a. m. until 4 P. M., with an hour’s relaxation, from g to 10 A.M.

5. This not being an agricultural district, there is not any taskwork.

6. It is very usual for the preedials to work on Saturdays for money-wages, at from

10}d. to 18, 1d. sterling per diem, which is paid incash.

7. There is no agricultural estate in this district.

8. In general, very poor, but supported by the parents.

g. There appears to be ample means for education in this district, and the accommoda-

tion at the different churches during the evening service appears to be equal to the Negro

attendance, except at the Wesleyan chapel, which is in general greatly crowded. The

clergyman reports to me there is another chapel intended shortly to be built by the

society.

10. The general desire to purchase their discharge continues with the apprentices of this

district, but the same difficulty in obtaining them by appraisement continues to exist, and

which amounts almost to a prohibition; by persevering in the same course I had previously

suggested, it has not been resorted to by me during the last month ; and_ those discharges

obtained by amicable arrangement appear extremely reasonable, averaging from 10/, to

124, currency.

 

Males. Females. Total.

 

Manumitted by appraisement during the last month -|- -|- -| none.

Ditto - by amicable arrangement - 7 7 14 21

Ditto - by free discharges - - - - - - 2 10 12
 

24 33‘ ©Torat during the Month - -    
 

11, Being in general tradesmen and domestics, they generally continue to follow the
same avocation.

12. Having, during the last month, been a good deal through the island, the crops and
cultivation are, in my opinion, excellent, wees
peneral of the island informs me that he bas been nearly 50 years 10 this island, and that

e bas never seen such appearance of crops as the present promises to be.

13. I have nothing to offer in addition to my report for August last.

Bridgetown, Barbados, (signed) J. Eles,

2 November 1836. District (A.), Town Division.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 615.

Answers :—Monthly Report of District (A.), Rural Division, ending 31 October 1836,

1. THE conduct of the apprentices since my last report has been exceedingly good
generally speaking. ,

2. On some estates, this want of good feeling does exist to a considerable extent:
I attribute it, in nine cases out of ten, to the want of temper and consideration in the
employer.

3. This question may be answered as the last;namely, whenever the employer is a man
of temper and discretion, the apprentices work well and willingly; if not, the reverse is
the case.

4. The working-hours in my district are generally from 6 to 10, and 11 to 4, or from
6 tog, 10 to 1, and 3 to 6; the intervals for breakfast and dinner. The apprentices have
no other intervals of rest, except that they are permitted to shelter themselves occasionally
from rain during the working-hours.

5. Taskwork is not generally resorted to; the objection seems to lie with both masters
and apprentices; when taskwork is resorted to, the apprentices are left to overwork them-
selves, and execute the work badly. I have not encouraged taskwork, as I consider it
injurious to both parties.

6. The apprentices will not always work in their own time; when they do so for others,
they work for money-wages; the ordinary rate is a quarter of a dollar per day, and paid in
cash. Some small estates in my district are almost exclusively worked by this description
of Jabour, and found profitable. ;

7. On almost all the large estates, all the former indulgences usual in a state of slavery
are continued, and only withdrawn from individuals for bad conduct. On the very small
properties these indulgences have been greatly curtailed,

8. The condition of the free children, both of apprentices and others, is exceedingly
precarious, owing chiefly to the objection the parents have to their working at all; many
of those children are now eight years old, and reared in habits of ignorance and idleness,
which cannot fail to produce at the end of the apprenticeship most serious consequences,
therefore no time should be lost in attending to their condition ; they are at present usually
supported by their parents and friends.

g. There are three schools established in my district by the Bishop; these schools are
well attended: there is also an excellent one established by the Moravians, and well filled.
The churches are respectably attended ; in both cases the accommodation does not appear
to be nearly sufficient.

10. There is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge,
but many are deterred from making the application trom the inclination the general justices
evince to enhance the value of their remaining services. Six discharges have been effected
since last report; five by voluntary manumission, and one from acts of cruelty inflicted by
the owner ; this person manumitted by me on this account.

11. The apprentices employ themselves, after having obtained their discharge, in the
occupations they have been before accustomed to.

12, The prospect of the ensuing crops is very good. The canes are perhaps too soon
beginning to arrow; these crops, however, are considered a fair average of crops. The state
‘of cultivation is excellent, and the estates in clean order.

13. I beg leave to refer to my monthly report for September last for some observations
I thought it my duty to make relative to the situation of the free children of apprentice
labourers. I have only again to repeat, that their condition is exceedingly precarious, and
ought to be attended to without delay. I also thought it right to make some general
observations upon the defective state otthe hospital system, particularly upon small estates.
On the large ones, the hospitals are comfortable and airy buildings, and well attended in
every respect; but it is far otherwise on the small ones; they are wretched in the extreme,
where the patient is often locked up without the usual attendance of a sick nurse. I have
done all in my power to rectify this evil.

(signed) J.B. Colthurst, Special Justice Peace,
District (A.), Rural Division, Barbados.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 615.

Answers :——A General Report of the state of District (B.), for October 1836.

1, TH1s month there have been many minor offences committed. Petty thefts have
decreased, although the temptation is greater now, and increasing daily, by the canes
ripening and yams. Two felonies have been committed,

2. I am sorry to say there still exists the same feeling between the apprentices and their
employers as last reported; if any difference, it has increased, from the former daily
becoming more acquainted with their rights, and the latter, from the former not humbling
themselves to them to that extent as they have been accustomed to do.

3. They do not work willingly, knowing it to be compulsory labour. Th
4. Ane
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_ The working-hours are the same as last reported.

_ Taskwork is not generally resorted to, from the reasons already reported.

6. The apprentices generally work for wages in their own time, which is willingly done,

peing interested themselves. A manager informed me that he had last Saturday 94hired

Jabourers at work upon his estate, some belonging to the estate, and others to various other

properties; the cause assigned was, that he gave them a dram of spirits extra; they did

their work well. ;

7. Some proprietors do withhold former indulgences from the apprentices; some even go

so far as to forbid their even keeping feathered stock.

8. The free children are generally much neglected, and it is my opinion that their parents

will not compel them to work before the term of apprenticeship expires ; some are well

taken care of and sent to school. .
.

g. Some properties are visited by catechists, who teach those who are inclined to read.
°

The schools remain as reported by me in the month of August. The attendance at church

increases.
10. There is a great desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, but are

preventedfrom causes assigned in Answer 13. Three males have effected their discharge

this month.
11. The males appear to work willingly after they have obtained their discharge, and

enerally at the work they have been brought up to; I have seen many instances. The

females generally shun field-labour, and betake themselves todomestic employment. They

consider it a degradation to work in the field, I believe, from the circumstance of the

employers formerly sending the domestics and tradesmen to work the hoe as a punishment.

12. The prospects of an ensuing crop are most favourable, and every appearance of

making a large crop ; the cultivation good. The season has been favourable.

13. I suggest, that when apprentices are appraised for the purpose of their purchasing

their discharge, the valuers should be three special justices. As it is now conducted, it

cannot be considered an impartial appraisement, the two colonial magistrates being

interested in the value of apprentices, or they may be under some obligation to the pro-

prietor of the apprentice brought before them to be appraised j therefore, if the two agree,

the special justice’s opinion is of no avail. Many would purchase their discharge were it

not for the enormous rate they are appraised at. I have many discharges in my office,

which the apprentices have not been able to pay for after the appraisement, owing to the

high price fixed upon their services.

(signed) Jos. Hamilton, R.N., S.J. P.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 615.

District (C.), 7th November 1836.

Sir,
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right honourable the Secretary

of State for the Colonies, the following replies to the questions contained in his circular

dispatch of the 15th July, agreeable to the numbers therein.

I have, &c. -
(signed) J. F. Hutcheson, S. J.P.

1. Improving, with the exception of idleness.
2. Generally speaking, as to the large estates, there is a very good feeling subsisting; but

with a few exceptions as to the large estates, and nearly the.entire of the small places,

there is a bad feeling existing, principally, I consider, from the irregular method of cal-

culating the time of Jabour by a glass, by which the apprentices can never ascertain whether

they are kept longer than their legal hours or not; and when there are more than one

gang, and the glass kept where one is, the other gang are kept at work after the time the

first gang is broke’off from their work.
g. A great number of complaints for indolent performance of work and turning out late

havepen made, which J attribute to the causes stated in reply No. 2.

4. None.
§. Taskwork is resorted to partially, and where resorted to has succeeded.

6. Apprentices work in their own time; @ quarter of a dollar a day may be set down as

the rate of wages; a dram, or molasses and water, commonly called “ diversion,” is gene~

tally given on estates in addition gratuitously.

7 Indulgences are sometimes withheld when the apprenticed labourers misbehave.

8. Free children are supported by their parents, though on some well-regulated estates,

where the parents give the employer satisfaction, the children get their allowance the same

as they did previous to the 1st of August 1834.
g. There are two churches with resident ministers in the district, each having daily

schools well attended, and three chapels with a school to each, well attended also. There

are Sunday schools which are well attended; and some estates have a school which

a catechist attends, in all which adequate accommodation must exist. There is a desire

for educating their children amongst the apprenticed labourers.

522,
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10. Yes; seven discharges have been effected by purchase, and three given voluntarily,
11. Tradesmen, 4. e. mechanics, continue their usual occupation; domestics either hire

themselves out or take to trafficking, commonly called “ huckstering.”
12. The prospects as regards the ensuing staple crop of sugar, though very promisin

are somewhat diminished, owing to the want of rain in themonth of September! &
13. I consider the present mode of appraising the remaining period of apprenticeships

bad, inasmuch as two colonial magistrates are associated with one special justice; the
consequence is, where high appraisementsare advocated by the localmagistrates, the
apprentices suffer, I therefore submit that two special justices ought to beassociatedwith
one colonial magistrate, instead of two of the latter with one special justice.

(signed) J. F. Hutcheson, S.J. P,

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 615.

ANSWERS :—District (D.)

Report of the Special Magistrate of the above District, for the month of October 1836.

1. Ipxzx, and given to petty theft.
2. See reply to same question for August last.
3,4, 5 6, 7, 8, 9. See reply for August last.
10. See reply for August last. Seven; three by purchase, and four by the voluntary

acts of the proprietors.
11 & 12. See reply for August last.
13. None at present.

(signed) W. Ja. Hough, 8.J.P.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 615..

District (F.), comprising the Parishes of St. Andrew and St. Joseph.

ANswErs to Thirteen Questions from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State
for the Colonies.

1. THE conduct of the apprenticed labourers bas been quiet and orderly, with a few
exceptions, as my journal exhibits,

2. I think there is, particularly on the estates of small proprietors, for not giving the
legal allowances.

3. Chiefly to the fact mentioned, not always receiving their allowances.
4. From 6 to 10 a. M.; and from 12 to 2 P.M.; and from 4 to 6 P.M.
§- Taskwork is not in general use, the objection generally lies with the apprentice; it

may be as the tasks are very heavy.
é Yes, on Saturday, at the rate of a quarter dollar, or 18, 1d. sterling, per day, or nine

hours. During crop-time, the apprenticed labourers work voluntarily over their nine hours;
but the wages are very small, and often very irregularly paid, and in some cases not at all.
The special justice of the peace has no control in the above, as it is generally of a private

nature, and seldom entered into before the special justice of the peace as the law directs.
5- Yes; during slavery most if not all apprenticed labourers had small patches of land

independent of their allowances, and they were also allowed to keep stock; whereas, by the
present law, halfan acre of Jand is a substitute for all food, and one day in a fortnight is
a substitute for the fish and clothing; so that with these allowances the apprenticed
labourer is compelled to work for his employer.

8. Many of the first class of apprenticed labourers (viz. tradespeople) send their free
children to school; but many of the ordinary field people have neither time nor opportunity,
consequently their children are running about idle. They are supported upon a pittance of
parents’ allowance.

g. These parishes supply little or no facilities for the education of children, as there is
neither masier nor mistress appointed, and the school-house is used almost exclusively as
a place of worship. With the exception of night-schools, which are attended by adults as
well as children, who pay a small sum weekly, there is no other instruction afforded the black
population, The clergymen receive every Saturday all who come to them for religious
instruction, which is generally catechetical. The church accommodation is very far from
being adequate to the wants of the parishioners; but I trust this, in time, may be remedied,
by the contemplated construction of a church which will afford room for two or three times
the number of persons at present accommodated. .

10. I think the desire is general to purchase their discharge amongst the apprenticed
labourers, but they rarely have the means. No discharges have been made since last report.

11. Generally, they are tradespeople; and after procuring their discharge, they betake
themselves to their different trades. Th

12, The
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12. The prospects of the ensuing crop are most excellent, and the state of cultivation of

the very highest order; the season has been very favourable indeed.

13. 1 would suggest that in cases of appraisement there should always be two special

magistrates and one general magistrate (the law now ordains there shall be two general

magistrates and one special), ‘The consequence is obvious; the planter is always a general

magistrate, and of course has it all his own way, as one dissentient voice goes for nought.

I would also suggest that all special justices should be sworn into the general magistracy,

as the law governing apprentices very frequently clashes with the general law, often to the

detriment of the apprenticed labourer.
(signed) Geo. Kennedy,S. J.P.

Barbados, 4 November 1836.

 

— No. 616. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 57-)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 31 Dec. 1836.

Returns from the stipendiary magistrates of Barbados, for the month of

November, in reply to questions from your Lordship, are herewith forwarded.

The interruption of intercourse between apprenticed females and their free

children, the repugnance of the mothers to apprentice them, and the situation of

this class. of persons in general, form a most important subject, to which my

attention is anxiously directed.

Upon the question of appraisement, adverted to in my letter of the 10th ultimo,

No. 17, (80 apprentices having acquired liberty last month), as well as upon other

points, I coincide entirely in the opinion expressed by Major Colthurst in @ letter,

of which a copy is enclosed, that “the fewer alterations of the original law that

take place the better.”
From Captain Hamilton’s observations in his 13th answer, I am compelled to

dissent. It seems equitable that employers should recover the time lost in conse~

quence of the award of a special justice, or court, depriving them of the services

of apprenticed labourers, under sentence. That the apprentices should be dissa-

tisfied with this regulation is perfectly natural, but it rarely happens that offenders

take pleasure in paying the penalty of their misconduct.

I have, &c.

(signed)  E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 616.

Answens of Special Magistrate J. Elmes, of District (A.), Town Division, for
November 1836.

1. Tue general conduct of the apprentices in this district during the last month has
been good.

2, In some instances during this month acts of great oppression towards free-born

children have oceurred, by demanding the constant service of the mother, at same time

ordering the child frem the premises. The Culonial Abolition Act in this respect seems

defective, and where any such occurrence takes place there cannot be any good feeling.

3- Apparently with very good humour.
4. From 6 a. M. to 4 Pp. M., with an bout’s relaxation, from 9 to 10.
5. There is no taskwork in this district.

6. It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time for money-wages at 15. 1d.
sterling per day, paid in cash,

7. There is no agricultural estate in this district.
8. In general very poor, but the abhorrence of the parents to an apprenticeship for their

support is insurmountable,
g. This district is amply supplied with the means of education and religious instruction.

The. Negro attendance at church and in the schools is bighly respectable.

10. There is a very great desire on the part of the apprentices, but the difficulty of

obtaining it by appraisement cannot in some instances be got over. It seems only

Teasonable that the apprenticed labourer should be allowed to nominate on his part, as well

as the owner, the special magistrate being the umpire, but such a measure would now in

all probability meet with great opposition. Number manumitted at the end.

11. They in general continue to follow their previous avocations as tradesmen or

dowestics.
52}.
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12. The prospects of the ensuing crop are most abundant, the cultivation excellent, and
the weather continues most favourable.

13. The situation of the free children requires the most paramount consideration; and
a remedy for it the most easily obtained, to oblige the owner, during the apprenticeship,

to find lodging at least for the child along with its mother. The cases of this sort of

separation and cruelty are certainly rare, but the unfeeling owner in a moment of irritation
does not hesitate to impose it.

 

Males. Females. Total.

 

    
Apprentices manumitted by appraisement during the month 1 2 3

Ditto - - by amicable arrangement - - = - - 6 11 17

Ditto - -freedischarges - -°- ° *° * °& 3 12 15

Tora during the Month - = - 10 25 35
 

(signed) J. Elmes, District (A.), Town Division.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 616.

Su, Station-House, District (A.), R. D., 17 Nov. 1896.

In answer to your circular of the 14th instant, and forwarded to me by command of
his Excellency the Governor, relating to communications received by him from the special
magistrates of this colony, stating opinions expressed by them on the difficulties they have
experienced in arranging with the general justices the value on appraisement of the
remaining services of apprenticed labourers under the 18th clause of the Colonial Act for
the Abolition of Slavery.

This being pretty generally the case, amicable arrangement has been (in my judgment)
roperly proposed ; this applies principally to the cases of non-predial apprentices, particu-

farly in Bridgetown and its neighbourhood, where almost the whole of the apprentice
population are of that description; this is not of course the case in the rural districts, the
apprentices being generally preedials attached, and consequently the value of their remain-
ing services greatly beyond the others, therefore the difficulty of effecting discharge by
appraisement is much greater.

With respect to the 18th clause in the Colonial Act for the Abolition of Slavery, care
seems to have been taken to render the opinion of the special Justice, as to the value of
the remaining services of the apprentice, of little avail, as he, in case of difference of
opinion, is obliged to associate one other general justice of the peace, who seldom differs
with his general brother.

The impression generally upon the minds of the special justices is unfavourable to the
provisions of this clause, but as the evil is difficult of remedy, and may create feelings of
irritation and jealousy, under the peculiar circumstances of the colony change had perhaps
better be avoided. I sincerely wish that some more equitable mode of valuation had been
originally devised for this purpose than that set forth in the clause alluded to, buta
remedy at this late period of the apprenticeship may produce evils far beyond those
complained of. Upon consideration of the subject, my conviction is, that however objec-
tionable this mode of valuation is, it had better not be interfered with, but leave the
matter to the discretion and address of the special justices, than place the Government at
issue on the subject.

I should feel great satisfaction in respectfully making any proposition tending to rectify
this matter; but in truth it is surrounded by so many difficulties, I do not consider myself
at liberty to suggest anything which may go to the alteration of a law affecting interests
so much at variance as those of the masters and apprentices of this island; while the
unnatural tie that binds them together exists, in my opinion the fewer alterations of the
original law that take place the better, the more particularly as the apprenticeship (not-
withstanding all its difficulties) works well.

I have, &c.

(signed) John B. Colthurst, S.J. P.
The Hon. F. Bedingfield, District (A.), R. D.

&e &e. &e,
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Enclosure 3, in No. 616.

Answers :—District (A.), Rural Division, November 1836, J. B. Colthurst, S. J. P.

1.—Tue conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report has been gene-
sally good.
™ 2 On the large estates an excellent understanding seems to prevail between the
employers and the apprentices; the contrary is the case on some of the small ones;

however, on both occasions, it mainly depends upon the temper and discretion of the
manager.

3 This question may be answered as No..2. I have found that wherever the manager

was a man of sense and humanity the apprentices performed their work well and
willingly.
4aThe working hours differ on estates; this is regulated generally by the wishes of the

apprentices themselves; from 6 to 10, from 11 to 4, from 6 to 9, from 10 to1, from

3 to 6; the apprentices are most generally allowed to take shelter from heavy rain; no
other relaxation allowed.
§.—Taskwork is not generally resorted to in my district; the objection lies with both

masters and apprentices; it has ‘not been resorted to but in very few instances for the last

year, from the misunderstanding produced by this description of Jabour. I have ceased
to recommend it, for those reasons assigned by me in my last monthly report.
6.—It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time, generally for money-wages;

when they do, they are paid in cash at the rate ofa quarter of a dollar per day.
7.—On the large estates none of these indulgences have been withdrawn, except perhaps

in avery trifling degree; this is by no means the case on the smail estates; here many of

the former indulgences have been withheld; in all respects the apprentices are better

treated upon the large estates than on the small ones.
8.—The condition of the free children of apprentice labourers is extremely precarious;

they are generally supported by the parents and friends; thousands of those children are

at present eight years old, and growing up in perfect ignorance and idleness; many

more are attaining to this age daily; it is therefore obvious that something should speedily

be done to arrest this evil, as it is plain that they will hereafter become a most incon-

venient burden to the country.
g.—There are three schools established by the bishop in my district, and well filled ; the

accommodation is not nearly equal to the wants of the people.

10.—There is a general desire amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge, but

as the general justices (necessarily associate with the special magistrates) are inclined to

estimate the value of their remaining services at too high a rate, many are deterred from

applying for appraisement. However, this evil is difficult of remedy, and as it is late in

the apprenticeship it perhaps had better not be interfered with, nor place the Government

at issue upon the subject, the more particularly as the great experiment itself works most
excellently well. Seven discharges have been effected since last report, two by purchase,

five voluntary.
11.—Most generally to their previous occupations.
12.—It is fully admitted that the prospects of the ensuing crop are most favourable, it is

also admitted that the general state of agriculture is most excellent; the lands under the

hoe are in clean and beautiful order; the season has been highly favourable to the growth

of every description of plant.
13.—Under this head I should strongly recommend immediate attention to the situation

of the free children of apprentice labourers; their condition is both precarious and inte-

resting. I beg to refer to my last monthly report upon this subject. Their particular state
seems to have been entirely overlooked in legislative enactments, which has left them
open to various circumstances of a very distressing nature ; such, for instance, as compelling
the parents to send them off an estate; this has been acted on, and in a case where some
of the children were infants, and were only from eight to twelve months old, and at the

breast. Myinterference, I trust, will have the effect of rectifying this matter in the case
I speak of, but I respectfully submit that such notice of this circumstance should be taken

as May prevent a repetition of it; this perhaps may be best effected by compelling the

employer to find a lodging for the free child as well as the mother.

(signed) John B. Colthurst, S. J. P.

District (A.), Rural Division.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 616.

Answers :—District (B.), November 1836, Joseph Hamilton, S. J. P.

1.—RatHer disorderly, which invariably is the case near or about Christmas.
2.—The improper feeling exists, and increases rather than otherwise.

_3——The labour which the apprentice is compelled to return to his employer duringhis
time, for the loss of his services while imprisoned, is in almost every instance most
reluctantly performed, and mostly is the foundation of a second complaint. Vide No. 12.
4.—Time for working, &c. still remains the same as stated in former reports.

521. §.—Taskwork
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§.—Taskwork is not generally practised; the objection as stated in former reports,
6.—It is becoming more general for the apprentices to work for wages in their own time,

One estate in this district from which I never have a complaint; the proprietor, who is ve
humane and kind to his apprentices, very often employs a great deal of free labour on
Saturday; his own people most readily and cheerfully work for him; and were other pro-
prietors and managers to follow his example in arranging all offences of a small nature
amicably at home, a much better feeling would exist.
7.—The same as last report.
8.—The condition of the free children is the same, and is likely to remain so until the

expiration of the apprenticeship.
9.—The same as the last report.
10.—There is a great desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, bat

enerally are prevented from the enormous high appraisement. Four males and four
Females have been discharged this month, out of which six were voluntary gifts of their
employers.
11.—When discharged the men in general follow their former avocations, either at their

trade or agricultural labour. The women generally quit agricultural employment.
12.—The present crop is expected to exceed that of any other for many years past,

The cultivation is excellent, and the season most favourable,
13.—Clause 49 of the Island Abolition Act I consider a great evil, knowing that it

creates more dissension and bad feeling between the employer and apprentice than any
other part of the Act, and strongly suggest it should be repealed forthwith ; it is as follows:
« And be it further enacted that every apprenticed labourer shall make good out of his or
her extra days, to his or her employer, the time that his or her employer shall have been
deprived of his or her services by the sentence of any special justice or court.” The
apprentice, after undergoing the punishment of incarceration for one week, has then to
undergo a second punishment, by having the only day in the week he is allowed by law
to work for his own benefit taken from him for five successive weeks; this compulsion of
returning labour to the employer causes two or more complaints before the number of days.
have expired; in fact, nearly one-third of the complaints recorded originate from this part
of the law alone. If this clause did not exist there would not be half the number of
complaints made against the apprentice, and it is well known that threats have been made
to the apprentice that he shall not have a Saturday to himself during the apprenticeship.

(signed) § Joseph Hamilton, S.J. P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 616.

ANSweErs :—District (C.), November 1836, J. P. Hutcheson.

1.—ImPROVING, with the exception of idleness on a few of the estates.
2.—Generally speaking, there exists a good feeling, and it has improved in consequence

of some of the estates having adopted the plan of computing the time and making the
signals in the yard instead of the field, as hitherto; any bad feeling that does exist proceeds
from a Jess correct method of doing so by a glass in the field, by which it is impossible for
the apprentices to ascertain whether they are defrauded of their time intentionally ; but
I am in hopes I will be able to persuade the whole to adopt the former method of
doing so.
3A great number of complaints for indolent performance of work and turning out

late have been made, which I attribute to the causes stated in reply, No. 2.
4-—None.
§.—Taskwork is resorted to partially, and where resorted to has succeeded.
6.—Apprentices work in their own time; a quarter of a dollar a day may be set down as

the rate of wages; a dram of molasses and water (commonly called diversion) is generally
given on estates in addition gratuitously.

7.—Indulgences are sometimes withheld when the apprenticed labourers misbehave.
8.—Free children are supported by their parents, though on some well regulated estates,

where the parents give their employer satisfaction, the children get their allowance the
same as they did previous to the ist of August 1834.
9.—There are two churches, with resident ministers, in the district, each having daily

schools, well attended, and three chapels, with a school to each, well attended also. There
are sundry Sunday-schools, which are well attended, and some estates have a school which
a catechist attends, in all which adequate accommodation must exist. There is a desire
for educating their children amongst the apprentices.

10.—Yes. Twelve discharges have been effected by purchase, and one voluntary.
11.—Tradesmen, i.e. mechanics, continue their usual occupation; domestics either hire

themselves out, or take to trafficking, commonly called huckstering.
12.—The prospects as regards the ensuing crops are very promising.
13.—I consider the present mode of appraising the remaining period of apprenticeships

bad, inasmuch as two colonial magistrates are associated with one special justice; the
consequence is, where high appraisements are advocated by the colonial magistrates, the
apprentices suffer; and within the Jast month I have had an instance: an apprentice
named Thomas Moore, belonging to Dr. Nathan Young, Marchfield, was appraised by the

two
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two general justices at 271. 108.5 I consider it beyondhis value, but was obliged to accede

as there were two against me; the consequence of this is, the apprentice has not been

able to pay the amount. I therefore submit that some provision should be made for the

alteration of the 18th clause of the Abolition Act, which gives so much power to the
colonial magistrate, to the prevention of manyapprentices purchasing the unexpired term

of their apprenticeship ; I beg to suggest that in doing so two special justices should be

associated with one colonial magistrate instead of the present provisions of the above-

mentioned clause, which would facilitate the purchase of apprenticeships at a fair value

for both parties.
(signed) J. P. Hutcheson, S. J.P.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 616.

Answers :—District (D.), November 1836.

2.—IpL#, and disposed to petty theft.
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.—See reply in report for August last.
10.—See reply in report for August last. Ten, viz. five by purchase and five by the

voluntary acts of their owners,
11, 12.—See reply in report for August last.
23.—None at present.

(signed) John James Hough, S. J.P.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 616.

Answers :—District (E.), November 1836, Joseph Garraway.

a.—Have only had charge of district (E.) for the present month of November.
3.—No ill feeling appears to exist between the employers and apprentices, but the

habitual indolence of the latter is the prevailing cause of the majority of complaints pre-
ferred by the former.
3.—In this district the apprentices have not of Jate performed their work willingly, and

it may be ascribed to the absence of a magistrate for the district since the death of
Captain Mathews (late S. J. P.) in September, until the arrival of the present magistrate
in November.
4-—The working hours generally established on plantations are from sunrise to g o'clock, —

from 10 to 1 o'clock, and from 3 to sunset. The intervals are appropriated to their meals.
On properties where taskwork is mutually agreed on (which is, however; seldom the case)
theapprentices prefer continuous labour, and finish their quantum of work on an average
of six hours and a half per day.
§—Taskwork is not generally adopted. The employers are willing to resort to this

system, but the apprentices are opposed to it,
6.—It is difficult to hire labourers on their own day, Saturday; a few of the more indus-

trious may, however, be found who hire their services to estates, and receive 18. 3d. to
as. 6d. currency per day, independent of rations, but the great bulk dedicate the day to
the culture of their ground and the sale of its produce. No complaint for the non-pay-
ment of hire is recorded in this office.
7-—The indulgences heretofore granted tu the apprentices during their state of slavery

still continue to be supplied, but they are occasionally witbheld from the indolent as a
means of stimulating them to equal activity and exertion with their fellow-labourers who
perform their labour cheerfully and diligently.
8.—During the short period that the presert magistrate has discharged the duties of this

district, his time has been so absorbed with the apprentices themselves, that no leisure has
been afforded him to look minutely into the condition of their free children. It is, however,
understood that they derive their support mainly from the allowances and indulgences
received by their parents, and are generally brought to the estate’s hospital when sick for
advice and medicine, the charge for which is defrayed by the proprietor.
9.—The Saturday and Sunday-schools established by the clergy for the education and

religious instruction of the apprentices are not punctually attended. School-houses have
been erected on some estates, but the free children are seidom sent by their parents, who
fear that by so doing their children will become bound to the estate. Their instruction,
however, is not totally disregarded, as some of the parents send their children to such
small free schools as may be established in the neighbourhood.

10.—Although only in the district for one month, nine appraisements have been made,
five of which were paid at the time by the apprentices, and a settlement of the remaining
four daily expected. This wil! evince the desire universally entertained to effect the pur~
chase of the remaining term of their apprenticeship.
11.—The greatest proportion of male apprentices who are enabled to purchase their dis-

charge is to be found among the mechanics, who naturally betake themselves to their
521, previous
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previous occupation. The females, however, seldom or never engage in agricultural pur-
suits ufter purchasing their discharge.

12.-- The general prospects of the ensuing crop are considered to be extremely favourable,
as regards the season and weather, but owing to the reason adduced in the third answer,
the cultivation of some estates in this district has been materially retarded.

13.—Should any suggestions of a practical nature present themselves after the present
special magistrate shall have a more minute investigation of the apprenticeship system in
this district, they shall be duly noted.

(signed) Joseph Garraway, S.J. P.
Barbados, 30 November 1836. ® Pp away, P

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 616.

Answers :—District (F.) November 1836, George Kennedy.

1.—Tue conduct of the apprentices of District (F.) has been uniformly quiet and orderly,
as my journal exhibits.
2.—1 think there is a want ofgood feeling, more particularly among the small proprietors,

which originates in the unwillingness to give the pradial apprenticed labourers the legal
allowances.
3.—I think the work is performed willingly by the apprentice, and when not, it is to be

attributed to the reason given above.
4.—The working hours are generally from 6 A.M. to 10, and from 11 till 2 Pp. m., and

from 4 10 6 P.M.
5.—Taskwork is not in use in district (F); the objection is generally with the

apprentice.
6.—It is usual for the apprentices to work on Saturdays, at the rate of 1s. sterling for

nine hours. During crop time the apprentice works over his nine hours voluntarily,

but the wages are very small, and often very irregularly paid, and sometimes no wages, but

a promise of some rum or molasses; this matier is of a private nature, and when the pre-.

dial apprenticed labourer wishes to have his wages, there is no law to compel the employer

to pay.
oe Yes ; during slavery there were several indulgences which at present are with-

held ; the apprentice was allowed to keep stock, and at present there is a law in force by
which the employer can destroy the stock whenever he pleases, and the said stock is often
so destroyed from malice. During slavery the apprentice was generally allowed a small

portion of land as well as food; at present, by law, that small piece of land, halfan acre, is a

substitute for food. During slavery the apprentice was allowed clothing, but at present the

law says a day in a fortnight shall be equivalent to clothing and fish.
8.—The children of tradesmen are generally sent to school in this district, but the ordi-

nary field people have neither means nor opportunity, and their children are running about

idle; they are generally supported by a pittance from their parents’ allowance.

9.—This district supplies no facilities whatever for education and religious instruction, as.

there are no funds for the payment of a schoolmaster or mistress, and the school-house is

used exclusively as a place of worship, having been licensed for that purpose. With the

exceptionofnight-schools, which are attended by adults as well as children, who pay a

small sam weekly for learning to read, there is no other instruction afforded the black

population. The clergyman of the district receives every Saturday, from the hours of 10

till 3, all who will come to him for religious instruction. The church accommodation is

far from being adequate to the wants of the parishioners, being a temporary place of wor-

ship; but the contemplated erection of a church may obviate this in some measure in

future.
10.—I think there is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge,

but they bave not the means, they are appraised so high.

11.—The apprentice generally betakes himself to his trade after being appraised, and

should he have no trade, they generally become domestics.

12.——-The prospects of the crop for the ensuing year are excellent; the general state of

cultivation is of the highest order; the season has been most favourable.

13.—I would suggest, in cases of appraisement, that two special justices and one general

magistrate should be employed, as being more in accordance with the spirit of the Impe-

rial Act than as the law regarding appraisement at present stands. I would also suggest

that all special magistrates should be sworn in as general magistrates, as the local Act and

the island laws sometimes are not sufficiently defined, as far as regards the term employer;

I think in many cases this measure would be productive of benefit to the apprentice, as

far as thy observation has led me to believe.
(signed) George Kennedy, 8. J. P.

District (F.), 1 December 1836.
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—No. 617.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 15.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 26 January 1837.
Communications from the stipendiary miagistrates of Barbados, relative to

the questions they are required to answer monthly, are herewith transmitted to
your Lordship.

I have, &c.
(signed) EH. J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 617.

District (A.), Town Division.

Montuty Report from 1 to 31 December 1836.

1.—The general conduct of the apprentices in this district, during the last month, has been
good.

2.-—Adverting to my report of last month, there cannot be any good feeling where such
occurrences take place.
3.—Apparently with good humour.
4,—-From 6 A. M. to 4 P. M., with an hour’s relaxation, from 9 to 10.
6.—There is not any taskwork in this district, not being an agricultural one.
6.—It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own timefor money-wages, at the rate

of 1s. 1d. sterling per day. Paid in cash.
74.—There is no agricultural estate in this district.
8.—In general very poor, but supported by their parents.
9.—This district is well supplied with the means of education and religious instruction.

The Negro attendance at church and in the schools is very respectable.
10—‘There is avery great desire on the part of the apprentices to purchase their discharge,

but the difficulty ofobtaining it by appraisement still exists.
Males, |Females.{ Total.

Manumitted by appraisement during last month - - - = - 1 1 2
_ Amicable arrangement - 2 = = - 8 9 17
_ Free discharges - - - - = = = 7 8 15
— By me, in consequence of cruelty of the owner - - 1 - 1

 

Total during the month ~ - - -| 17 18 35   
11.—Being in general tradesmen and domestics, they continue to follow their previous

avocations.
12.—The present crop, I believe, is admitted to be the best that has been produced on the

island for many years past; the cultivation is excellent, and the season very favourable.
13.—I have nothing to suggest in addition to last month’s report.

(signed) J. Elmes, 8. J.P.
Barbados, 2 January 1837. District (A.), Town Division.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 617.

Monruuy Report of District (A.), Rural Division.

1.—The conduct of the apprentices since my last report has been generally good, not how-
ever so much so as during the month of November. I attribute this change to the extra
labour required by the masters and employers at the commencement ofthe crop.
2.—Whenever the employers are persons ofjudgment and humanity, the best feeling seems

to exist. When this is not the case, the parties are naturally at issue, and consequently
many complaints made.

3.—This question may be answered nearly as the last. The apprentices work always well
and willingly when the employer is a person of sense and judgment; when this is not the
case, they neither work well nor willingly.
4.—The working hours in use most generally are from 6 to 10, from 11 to 4; others

from 6 to 9, from 10 to1, and from 3 to 6. These hours thus differ on different estates,
and are generally fixed on to meet the wishes of the apprentices themselves; the intervals
are, first, for breakfast and dinner, the last for breakfast, rest, and dinner. The
apprentices on most of the large estates get the refreshment of water sweetened with

521, treacle
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treacle once or twice in the day; on the others, water alone ; and, indeed,little other extra
indulgence.

6.—Taskwork is not generally resorted to in my district ; both parties seem to have an
objection to it; the employers because the work is often badly done, the apprentices because
the task marked out is heavy. I have found that taskwork induces the apprentice to over-
work himself, that he may have time for his amusements, which are often more pernicious to
him than the labour he has undergone. The women suffer much under this system, in
endeavouring to keep pace with the men; they are often taken ill in consequence. I think,
upon the whole, taskwork is a bad plan ; the apprentices give more satisfaction working in
the ordinary way. .
6.—The apprentices usually work in their own time; frequently un the lands they have

in lieu of allowances, but mostgenerally for others; when this is the case, they are paid at
the rate of one quarter dollar a day of nine hours.
%.—On the very large estates those indulgences are continued; it is by no means the case

upon the smaller ones.
8.—I beg that my last monthly report may be referred to upon this subject. The situa-

tion of the free children of apprentices is most extremely precarious ; they are generall:
supported by the parents and friends. It is supposed that there are at least 25,000 of those
interesting persons in the island; their condition is very critical; many thousands are
now eight years old, and others attaining to that age daily, without either occupation or
education.

9.—There are three schools established by the bishop in my district, and one by the Mora-
vians. The attendance both at church and in the schools is highly respectable. There
seems not to be half accommodation in both these respects to meet the wants of the people.
10.—There is a very general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge, but

the inclination of the general justices (necessarily associated with the special justice) to
enhance the value of the remaining services of the apprentices deters many from making
application for appraisement. Six discharges have been effected since my last report; two
by purchase, three by voluntary act ofthe owner, and one discharged by me, he being cruelly
beaten by his owner.
11.—They generally follow the occupations they were most accustomed to prior to obtain-

ing it, except when their means enable them to better their condition.
12.—The prospects of the crop are most cheering. The season has been favourable in a

very high degree for every description ofplant. Cultivation clean and excellent; and it con-
tinues to be admitted that the island was never in ahigher state of agricultural prosperity.
13.—On this head of inquiry I beg to refer to my last monthly report on the subjects I

eonsidered it my duty to advert to. With respect to the situation of the free children of
apprenticed labourers, I consider this by much the most important matter to remedy. I took
the liberty of recommendinganimmediate enumeration of those children to be made without
delay. His Excellency has thought fit to order it to be made, and it is now in progress.

(signed) John B. Colthurst, 8.3. P.,
District (A.), Rural Division.

Persons discharged by Appraisement in the Month.
 

 

 

SEX. , ByNon-
Preedials, Pom als Total. Price. Appraise- A By —_

it
>

Males. | Females. 1 ment, greement.

£. & d £. « d.

- 3 - 3 2 L100 - 3 3 2 A    
(signed = J.-: B. Colthurst, S. J. P.

District (A.), Rural Division.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 617.

General, Rerorr of the State of Districr (B.), Barbados, for the Month of
December 1836.

1.—Very good.
2.—Same as last report.
3.—Same as last report.
4.—Same as last report.
5.—Not. Objection lies generally with the masters.
6.—Same as last report.
7.—Many, and other advantages taken of the apprentices.
8.—Deplorable ; some supported by their parents and a few by the masters of the

parents.
9,—Same
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9,—Same as last report. BARBADOS.

10.—'Ihere is a very great desire, but the objection is as in other reports. Two males

and two females discharged.
11.—As stated in former reports.
12.—The prospects of the ensuing crop are excellent; season has been most favourable.

13.—In following up the subject of this number in my last report, the Saturdays thus

taken from the apprentices creates a very bad feeling on their part towards their masters,

and very many complaints are made with the sole purport of depriving them of those days;

consequently they imbibe a callousness, and become quite indifferent as to whetherthey fulfil

their duty towards their employer or not.
(signed) Josh. Hamilton, S. J.P.

 

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 617. Enclosure 4

District (C.) in No. 617.

Sir, . 8 January 1837.
Wirn reference to the circular of the 15th July 1836, calling on the special justices for

replies to thirteen questions therein proposed,I have the bonour to submit that there has

been no alteration in the last month to make itnecessary for me to change the replies and

suggestions I had the honour to transmit in the monthly report of the 1st December 1836.

I have, &c.
T. H. Ponsonby, Esq,., (signed) FF. J. Hutcheson, S. J. P.

Acting Private Secretary, &c. &c. &e.

District (C.)
Sir, 6 January 1837.

Wirn reference to my report of the 3d instant, relative to the circular from the Colonial

Office for the last month, and your instruction of the 31st December, I have the honour to
transmit the list of apprentices discharged during the last.month as in the form directed.

Ihave, &c.

T. H. Ponsonby, Esq., (signed) F. J. Hutcheson, 8. J. P.
Acting Private Secretary, Xc. &c. &e.

 

List of APPRENTICES discharged for the Month of December 1836.

 

SEX. B
Predials. | Nom | otal, | Price. | Appraise| BY

Preedials. ment. |Agreement,
 

Males. | Females.
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- 30 =     10 Total - - 108 2 6    
(signed) F. J. Hutcheson, S.J. P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 617. Enclosure 5s
in No, 617.

District (D.), 31st December 1836.

Montury Rerort of the Special Magistrate of the above District for the Month of

December 1836, in reply to the following Questions.

1 to 9.—See reply to same for month of August last.
10.—See reply for August last. .
Seven have been discharged within this month; viz., by purchase, two males and one

female ; voluntarily, four women.
11, 12, 13.—See reply for August last.

(signed) John James Hough, 8. J.P.

521,
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Enclosure 6, in No. 617.
Enclosure 6,

in No. 617. District (E.)
Sir, 1 January 1837,

I nave the honour to enclose the monthly Table (A.) for this district, accompanied with
duplicate of the December journal, towhich is attached the quarterly affidavit, as directed
by the Colonial Abolition Act.
As my replies to the 13 questions for the present month would be of the same purport as

those contained in my late report for November (save with regard to appraisements, none
of which have been effected), I have deemed it unnecessary to re-copy the same. You will
however, be pleased to state, for the information of his Excellency, that since the receiptof
the circular respecting the number, condition, &c. of free children in my district, my imme-
diate attention was directed towards this inquiry, and I now only wait the receipt of all the
returns issued by me to the several estates, to enable me to forward the required information

 

to your office.
To Tavlor H. P by. E I have, Kew

‘o Taylor H. Ponsonby . (signed) Jos. Garraway, S.J. P.
Acting Private Secretary, &e. ie. Ke. " ”

Enclosure 7, Enclosure 7, in No. 617.
in No. 617.

District (F.)
Si, 2 January 1837.

EncxosEp is my Table (A.) for the month ending 31st December.
oo Any answers I could submit to the 13 questions for the Right Honourable the Secretary

of Colonies would be the same as already submitted for the former months.
I shallhave the honour next monthof sending in the required answers, &c.

 

I have, &c.
T. H. Ponsonby, Esq., &c. &e. &c. (signed) George Kennedy, 8. J. P.

—No. 618. —

No. 618, Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Z. J. Murray MacGregor to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 32.)

Nos. 1 to 9. My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 13 February 1837.
Communications from the:stipendiary magistrates of Barbados, relative to the

questions they.are required. to answer monthly, are herewith transmitted to your

Lordship.
TI have, &c.

(signed) E.J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure 1, Enclosure 1, in No. 618.
in No. 618.

District (A.), Town Division.

Monrtuty Report from 1 to 81 January 1837.

1.—The genetal conduct of the apprentices in the Town District is good; the most

numerous complaints are absence from their employment, and insolence and disrespect to

their owners and employers. ; . ;

2.—Generally speaking, certainly not; there may be a few instances in which agood feel-

ing between the owner and apprentice does not exist, and this in a great measure attribute

to the apprentices in this district being almost all non-preedials, and belonging, generally

speaking, to people in needy circumstances, who, not having employment for them within

themselves, hire them out, and try to extort from the apprentice more than he is able to pay.

When circumstances of this nature come before me, I point out to the owners the wrong

course they are pursuing with their people, and in many cases It 18 attended to.

3.—The apprentices generally perform their work willingly in this district; but I can per-

ceive a feeling with many of the apprentices, as the year approaches to which their connec-

tion with their owner terminates, to perform their work without that feeling of dependence

which they have heretofore regarded their owners with. . _.

4.—-The working hours in this district are from six in the morning until nine, and from

ten until four in the afternoon, allowing an interval of one hour, from nine to ten, for break-

fast. I understand it was by general request of the apprentices that no interval should be
allowe
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allowed them from ten to four, so that they might get home to their families one hour

rlier.
5. This is not a rural district, consequently very few of the apprentices are employed in

field-work, except cultivating small patches of Guinea corn and in gardening, consequently

task-work is not generally resorted to.

6.—It is usual for the predials in this district to work on Saturdays for money-wages,

and there is a great demand for them. The wages average from 10 3d. to 1s. 1d. for nine

hours’ labour, and paid in money on the evening of the day on which the work is performed.

7.—There is not any agricultural estate in this district.
8.—The free children of this district are almost all, with few exceptions, supported by

their parents, and most generally by the father, who, in most cases, is a free man; and al-

though their condition is very poor, the parents are much averse to binding their children as

apprentices by indenture. _ _.

9.—This district supplies abundant facilities for education and religious instruction; and

the attendance at church and the schools is nearly equal to the accommodation afforded. The

town is ecclesiastically divided into three districts, and the three churches in these districts

provide free sittings for about 1,600 people at morning service, and nearly 3,000 at evening

service, and principally attended by the apprentice population. The Wesleyan and Moravian

chapels give accommodation to 800 more. The attendance at the schools of the three dis-

tricts may be computed at 1,000 of both sexes, not including the Sunday and infant-schools,

which are attended by 800 adults and children.

10.—The general desire of the apprentices to purchase their discharge is great, and gene-

rally obtained by private arrangement with their masters; very few indeed procure their

discharge by appraisement, whichI attribute to the apprentices (under the present system of

appraisement) being valued at a higher rate than they areable or willing to pay, and higher

than they can procure their discharge from their masters by private arrangement. Twenty-

two dpprentices effected their discharge this month; one by appraisement, 13 given gratui-
tously, and eight purchased by private arrangement. an

11.—The apprentices of this district who obtain their discharge are generally tradesmen

and domestics, and follow the same occupation that they did previous to their obtaining their
discharge.

12.--The rospects of the present crop are most abundant. The season as yet has been
most favourable, and the general cultivation has been good.
13.—I have not at present any suggestions to make, or practical measure to recommend.

(signed) A. Cuppage, S.J. P.
District (A.), Town Division.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 618.

District (A.), Rural Division.

Sir, . Station-House, 2 February 1837.
I nec to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that nothing

worthy of notice or remark has occurred in my district since I sent in my last report, for the
month of December, and to which I respectfully refer his Excellency. I therefore do not
now forward one for January in detail, as it would be buta repetition of that for December.
The following is the return of the persons discharged for the month of January:

Four by appraisement and three by agreement; Total, sever.
I have, &e.

To T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) John B. Colthurst, S.J. P.
Ke. Ke. Ke. District (A.), Rural Division.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 618.

GENERAL Report of District (B.), for the Month of January 1837.

1.—Good.
2.—The bad feeling still exists ; faults on both sides.
3.—The same as former reports.
4.—The same as former report.
5.—Taskwork more.generally resorted to during the crop.
6.—The same as former report.
7.—Many ; one particular circumstance occurred this month, where the mother of an in-

fant was deprived of the time she was usually allowed to attend upon the infant, viz. from
six to seven in the morning.
8.—As in last report.
9.—The same as former reports. N. B. A chaplain has lately been appointed to attend

at the district prison casually, which is likely to produce great benefit to the apprentices.
10.—A very great desire. Voluntary, two males and one female; private agreement, two
ms and one female; appraised, one male and three females; Total, five males and five
emales,

621. 11.—Their
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11.—Their usual occupation. Females more to domestic work.
12.—Very good. Cultivation very good. The season has been most favourable. Crop in

some parts commenced.
13.—No suggestions to make.

(signed) Josh. Hamilton, 8. J.P.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 618.

District (C.)
Sir, 1 February 1837,

I nave the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honourable theSecretary
of State for the Colonies, the following replies to the questions contained in the circular
despatch of the 15th July 1836 :

1.—Improving, with the exception of idleness onafew estates.
2.—-Generally speaking, there exists a good feeling throughout the district; even on the

small places a considerable improvement has taken place; signals for the commencement
and close of legal hours oflabour have been adopted on those which had not done so before ;
time seems to be computed with more satisfaction to all parties, and there are few complaints
from apprentices under that head.

$.—Indolent performance of labour and petty thefts are theprincipal complaints, the latter
are gradually decreasing.

4.—Forty-five hours in the week; no relaxation allowed out of this time.
5.—Contracts for extra labour on a few estates by taskwork are resorted to during this

erop.
8.—Apprentices work for a quarter dollar per day, which is the average rate of wages.

Indulgences are sometimes given in addition.
7.—Indulgences are withheld when the apprentices do not give satisfaction.
#.—Free children are supported by their parents in general, though on some estates they

get their allowance the same as heretofore.
9.—There are two churches and three chapels in the district; schools to each. The

attendance in all is equal to the accommodation, I am given to understand.
10.—There is a general desire tu purchase discharges, but the high appraisements preclude

many from paying such ; there are two instances of this in the last month. Fourteen
discharges have been effected this month, four of them voluntary.

11 Those discharged generally follow their former trades; servants, not employed as
such, hawk goods ahout the country.
12.—The prospects of the present crop are good ; the season has been pretty favourable.
13.—I have none, but on the subject of appraisements, which should be placed on the

footing that would give the interests of the apprentice equal weight with that of the em-
ployer.

T have, &c.
(signed) £. J. Hutcheson, 8. J.P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 618.

District (D.), 31 January 1837.

MonTu1y Rzrorrt of the Special Magistrate of the above District, for January 1837.

1 to 9.—See reply to same questions in report for August last.
10.—See reply to same question in report for August last. Two ; a male predial and

female domestic, both by the voluntary acts of their proprietors.
11, 12, 13.—See reply to same questions in report for August last.

(signed) Jno. James Hough, 8. J.P.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 618.

District (E.)
Sir, 1 February 1837.

I nave the honour to transmit herewith the duplicate journal for District (E.), together
with Table (A.) for the month of January.

I have no material alteration to report on the state of this district since my last, the only
difference exists in the number of appraisements and discharges, a return of which for
the past month [ also beg to enclose, agreeably to the form contained in your circular letter
of the 31st December last.

Apprentices discharged during the month of January; viz. by appraisement, seven; volun-
tary discharge, three; Total, ten.

I have, &c.
Taylor H. Ponsonby,Esq. (signed) Joseph Garraway, S. J. P.

Acting Private Secretary, &c.
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Enclosure 7, in No. 618.

District (F.)

Sir, 3 February 1837.

L nave the honour to forward my journal for the month of January, also Table (A.)

The answers to.the 13 questions for the Right Honourable Secretary of the Colonies are

the same as heretofore.
No discharges from apprenticeship this month.

T have, &c.

T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) George Kennedy, 8. J. P.
Priv. Sec.

 

—No. 619. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Z. J. Murray MacGregor to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 56.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 21 March 1837.

Communications from the stipendiary magistrates of Barbados, relative to the

questions they are required to answer monthly, are herewith transmitted to your

Lordship.
I have, &e.

(signed) £. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 619.

Disraict (A.), Town Division.

Montaty Report, from the Ist to the 28th of February 1837.

1.—Tux general conduct of the apprentices, in the town district, has been good since our
last report; and a considerable decrease in the number of complaints.
2.—Generally speaking, certainly not.
3.—The apprentices in this district generally perform their work most willingly.
4.—The working-hours in this district are from six in the morning until nine, and from 10

until four in the afternoon, allowing an interval of one hour, from nine to 10, for breakfast.
5.—This is not a rural district, therefore very few of the apprentices are employed in the

field, consequently taskwork is not resorted to.
6.—It is usual for the few preedial apprentices that are in this district to work on Satur-

days for money-wages, and there is a great demand for them. The wages average from
10d. to 1s. 1d. for nine hours’ labour, and paid, in money, on the evening of the day the
work is performed.
7.—There is not any agricultural estate in this district.
8.—The free children of this district are almost, with few exceptions, supported by their

parents, and generally by the father, who, in most cases, is a free man ; but the condition of
these children, in many cases, is very miserable.
9.—The facilities for attending church and the schools in this district are most ample;

and the attendance at church and the schools nearly equal to the accommodation afforded.
10.—The general desire amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge is very great,

and generally obtained by private agreement with their masters. Fifty-three procured their
discharge this month ; viz. two by appraisement, 33 by free gift from their masters, and 20
by private agreement.
11.—The apprentices of this district who obtain their discharge are generally tradesmen

and domestics, who follow the same occupation that they did previous to their procuring
their discharge.
12.—The prospects of the present crop are most abundant; the season, as yet, has been

most favourable, and the general state of cultivation very good.
13.—In justice to the apprentice labourer I beg leave to suggest, that in cases cf assault

by the master upon the apprentice, that part of the fine awarded by the special magistrate
should be given to the apprentice labourer, at the discretion of the special justice, in consi-
deration for the injury received; and particularly as, in many cases of assault, the clothing

of the apprentice is torn and otherwise destroyed, and the apprentice labourer, under these
circumstances, having no redress for loss of property but by action at law, the costs of
which would, in all probability, amount to ten times more than the value of the property

estroyed.
(signed) A. Cuppage, S. J. P.

for District (A.), Town Division.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 619.

District (A.) Rural Division.

Sir, ; Station-House, 3 March 1837,
I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that nothing

ofany importance has occurred in my district since I sent in my report for January; forward-
ing one now for the last month, February, more in detail would, therefore, be but a repeti-
tion of that for January, and to which I beg respectfully to refer him.

However, under the 12th head of monthly inquiry, namely, ‘“‘ What are the prospects of
the ensuing crop? What the state of general cultivation? Has the season been favourable
or otherwise?”

In answer to those questions I have sincere pleasure in having it in my power to report
that, in the memory of the oldest inhabitant, Barbados has not produced so fine a crop of
canes as the present, and now in full progress of manufacture. Other crops are luxuriant;
and the estates (generally speaking) are in a high state of agricultural cleanliness. ,

This information cannot fail to be satisfactory to his Excellency, as it is perhaps the best
possible proof of the successful working of the apprenticeship system.

I transmit the return of persons obtaining their discharge by appraisement, &c., during
the month of February :

Six by appraisement, nine by agreement ; Total, 15.
I have, &c.

To T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) John B. Colthurst, S.J. P.
&e. &e. &e. District (A.), Rural Division.
 

Enclosure 3, in 619.

A Reponrr of the general State of District (B.), for the Month of February 1837,

1.—Very good.
2.—The same bad feeling exists as stated in former reports; generally by managers.
3.--They do perform their work willingly, except on the Saturdays ; they have to return

labour to their employers.
4.—Working-hours as in former reports.
5.—As in former reports.
6.—The apprentices work in their own time, especially now, in the crop; they work their

extra hours, daily, for their employers; wages for those hours, on well-regulated estates,
about 2 d. sterling.
7.—Many indulgences, such as gleaning the provision grounds which have had their

crops reaped, and picking up wood, which is a very scarce article here.
8.—The same as in former reports.
9.—The same as last report. The attendance at church is good. One estate, called

Newton, the owner an absentee, has a clergyman residing upon it, to whom he pays
a fixed salary to instruct the apprentices.
10.—The desire to purchase their discharge has increased of late; 23 havebeen dis-

charged this month, viz. nine males, and 14 females.
11.—They, in general, betake themselves to their usual occupations, except the females,

who, in general, are more inclined to betake themselves to domestic work, such as washing
and rearing stock, &c.
12.—The young plants, as yet, promise well; the present crop is the largest ever remem-

bered ; the cultivation is far superior than it was in time of slavery. The season has been
most favourable.

13.—Clause 67 of the Island Abolition Act appears to me to be very partial. A
punishment is provided for the apprentice for the most trivial offence committed by him
against any one placed in authority over him; still, no punishment is laid down for the

superintendent, who may, with impunity, abuse and assault the apprentice whenever he
may think fit; and the special justice has not the power to give the apprentice any redress,
but must seek it from a general justice, to whomhehas first to pay 2s. 2d. sterling for a
warrant; and if the apprentice has not this money to pay, he can get no redress. I suggest
that some equitable provision should be made for the protection of the apprentice against the

abuse and ill-treatment of the superintendent, and all subordinate officers, of the property
to which he belongs.

(signed) Josh. Hamilton, S. J. P.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 619.

District (C.)

Su, 13 March 1837.

I wave the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right honourable the Secretaryof

State for the Colonies, the following replies to the queries contained in the circular despatch

of the 15th July 1836, for the last month :
1.—Improving, with exception of idleness on a few estates.

2.—Generally
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9.—Generally speaking, there exists a good feeling. There are few complaints on the
part of apprentices for efrauding them out of their time, which I attribute to the legal

signals being made for the commencement and close of the hours of labour on some small

estates now.
3.—Some complaints for indolent performance of labour.

4.—None..
5.—Contracts for taskwork, during the crop, are entered into on a few estates.

6.—Apprentices work for hire during their own time; quarter ofa dollar, about 1s. O4d.,

is the rate of wages; molasses or tum, commonly called “ diversion,” is given generally

gratuitously. ;
q.—Indulgences are sometimes withheld when the apprentices misbehave.
8.—Free children are, in general, supported by their parents, though, on some estates,

they get their allowance the same as they did the Ist of August 1834.
9.—There are two churches with resident ministers, besides three chapels of ease,with

ministers to each, and schools to each, which are well attended to. The Sunday-schools are

well attended. On some estates they have a school at which a catechist attends. There is

a great desire for educating their children, as far as the present state of education allows.

10.—-Fifteen appraisements have taken place during the last month, but only six have

been paid for out of the 15, leaving nine in my hand. I cannot adduce a stronger proof of

the present mode of appraisement being injurious to the purchase of discharges.

11.—Tradesmen continue their trades; the field-labourers their former occupations ;

domestics, not hired as such, become travelling hucksters.
12.—The prospects, as regards the crop, are remarkably fine.

13.—The only suggestion they submit is the alteration of the present mode of appraise-

ment. Bya reference to No. 10, it will be seen that nine have preferred remaining in the

service of their employers to paying the sums they were appraised for by the magistrates, as

there is undue weight given, under the present mode, to the colonial magistrates, to which

I attribute the high appraisements.
T have, &e.

(signed) FJ. Hutcheson, S. J. P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 619.

District (D.)

Report of the Special Magistrate of the above District, for the Month of February 1837.

1 to 9.—-See report for August last.
10.—See report for August last. Eleven; seven by voluntary acts of proprietors, and

four by purchase.
11, 12, 13.—-See report for August last.

(signed) Juno. James Hough, 8. J. P.

 

Enclosure 6, in No, 619.

REPORT of Special Magistrate for the month of February 1837, on theState.of

District (E.), in Answer to the 13 Questions contained in the Circular from Colonial

Secretary, dated 15 July 1836.

1.—Tue apprentices in this district have conducted themselves since the last report in a

manner which gives the magistrate reason to hope that the heavy number of offences with

which they have. been hitherto charged will soon be on the decrease. The number of

punishments inflicted in November last (the first month of the present magistrate’s juris-

diction) amounted to 8381; in December, to 181; in January, to 209; and in February to

137. This point is noted in consequence of the last month being that in which all the

estates have seriously commenced crop, and it may be inferred that if the apprentices were

really unwilling to exert themselves, this would probably be the period in which theywould

exhibit this propensity. The cases of indolence are materially on the decline, in a general

sense, but it is to be regretted that many charges of petty theft still appear recorded in this

month’s journal.
2.—-A good feeling prevails between master and apprentice; in the majority ofcomplaints

brought before me, the latter appear sensible of the misconduct which has elicited the dis-

grace of punishment, and, except in a few instances, have blamed themselves for their

appearance before the magistrate, who has never omitted the opportunity of exhibiting to
them their true condition, in a kind and temperate manner.
_3.—The performance of stated dut assigned to them is pretty fairly accomplished. Some

will be found of a perverse and indolent habit, but the small number of cases under this

head, when contrasted with the number of apprentices in the district (12,000) is very satis-

actory.

4.—The working-hours generally established on plantations are from sunrise to nine, from

ten o'clock to one o’clock, and from three o’clock to sunset; the intervals are appropriated

621, to
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to their meals. On properties where taskwork is mutually agreed on (which is, however
seldom the case) the apprentices prefer continuous labour, and finish their quantum of work
on an average of 6} hours per day.
5.—Taskwork is not generally adopted. The employers are willing to resort to this

system, but the majority of the apprentices are opposed to it.
6.—It is difficult to hire labourers on their own day (Saturday); a few of the more indus-

trious may, however, be found who hire their services to estates and receive 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d,
currency per day, independent of rations ; but the great bulk dedicate the day to the culture
of their ground and the sale of its produce. No complaint for the nonpayment of hire is
recorded in this office.
7.—The indulgences heretofore granted to the apprentices during their state of slave

still continue to be supplied; but they are occasionally withheld from the indolent, asa
means of stimulating them to equal activity and exertion with their fellow-labourers, who
perform their duty cheerfully and diligently.

8 & 9.—The magistrate has given much time and serious consideration to these questions,
By his general return of the number, condition, &c. of the free children in District (E.), it
will be seen that their bodily condition is reported to be generally healthy, still it is deplor-
able to read (and it is so clearly expressed in each particular return) that the parents enter-
tain the fanciful idea of rearing their offspring for employments to which nature has not
assigned them, for in no instance will they entertain the idea of agriculture as a pursuit;
the thought appears humiliating to them, and it is rejected with ridicule. The magistrate
himself has had opportunities of conversing with the parents on this subject, and although
they intimated to him their willingness to be guided by his counsel on every other point, on
this they were resolved and fixed. The evil consequences which must result from this
policy are apparent5 many of the children are now grown in stature, but still continue ina
daily state of inactivity and idleness; the few parochial schools established by the cler
are not even attended, and thus the honest principles which a homely education would be
the means of instilling, cannot be made available to counteract the demoralizing effects of
continual idleness and confirmed ignorance. It gratifies me to add that the proprietors in
this district entertain humane and kindly views towards the free children of their apprentices,
but the consideration has forced itself upon me, whether in the course of another year (when
a large number of them will be old and competent enough to earn something for their
subsistence) they will continue to permit their residence on the plantations, if their whole time
is to be passed in uninterrupted indolence. In a few solitary instances the parents send
their free children to private schools, imagining that their employers’ invitation to receive
instruction in school-houses on the estate is offered with an indirect motive, having for its
object the apprenticeship of the child. I have no doubt that this feeling, on the part of the
parents, has prevented many liberal-minded proprietors from incurring the expense attendant
on the erection of schools, which, judging from the few already established, would not be
productive of the wished-for end.

10 & 11.—The desire to purchase their discharge continues in full force among the appren-
tices. The same remarks which were attached to their queries in the last report continue
applicable to the subject. Since November last to the present month of February, the
number of apprentices who have actually paid their appraisements, or otherwise voluntarily
discharged from their apprenticeship, amounts to 34, 15 males and 19 females. The total
number of apprentices who have been appraised during the same period is larger; but some
have been unable, as yet, to pay the appraised value of their services. The return of
appraisements will exhibit more particularly the number for the present month.
12.—The crop has commenced under most favourable circumstances, and a plentiful

return is generally looked for on all the estates. The season has been altogether propitious,
and it only requires a mutual feeling of confidence to subsist between employer and appren-
tice to carry it through with satisfaction to the former and with cheerfulness to the latter: to
establish this important object the magistrate’s exertions have been unceasingly directed.
13.—The subject which suggests itself as more particularly worthy of attention, is briefly

alluded to in answers 8 & 9.; but the same having already engaged the attention of his
Excellency the Governor, a full inquiry will no doubt ensue.

(signed) § Joseph Garraway, S.J. P. for District (E.)
28 February 1837.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 619.

Disreict (F.)

ja Tee conduct of the apprentices in this district has been uniformly quiet and most
orderly.
2-1 think there is a want of good feeling between the apprentices and their employers;

the chief reason arises from the absentee landlords, and the estates being left to the guidance
of men who have no ultimate character to gain, and who wish to screw as much labour as
they possibly can from the apprentice, which necessarily enriches them, and the absent pro-
prietor receives his rent without knowing how his Negroes are abused. I think the above 1s
the reason why a want of goodfeeling exists between the apprentices and their employers

Also this colony differs from any of the other islands, having a race of whites descended
for two centuries, and necessarily inheriting the prejudices of their fathers.

The
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The other colonies being generally larger, and by no means so ancient, have frequentlya BARBADOS.

number of settlers annually from Britain, &c., therefore cannot feel so keenly the operation

of this present very humane measure, and are not so likely to have their vindictive feelings

against the Negro, as exhibited here; they generally have had the advantage of residing

for a time in Europe. No manager here has had that advantage.

3.—The apprentices perform their work most willingly.

4.—The working-hours generally are from six A. M. to ten A. M., and from eleven till two

p. M., and from four till six Pp. M.
g.—Taskwork is not in general use in this district. Iam of opinion the objection lies

with the master.
6.—It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time, at the rate of 1s. sterling

for nine hours. During crop-time the apprentice voluntarily works more than his nine hours,

but the apprentice seldom receives any regular money payment, and when he does, it is

payed most irregularly, and frequently not at all.

7.—During slavery the apprentices had many little comforts at present withheld, and

their children all taken care of and clothed; at present many cases occur that a small pro-

rietor or manager, not being able to annoy the pareft, has turned the free child out of

doors, and does frequently not allow any nurse to look after the same, whilst the parents are

at work in the fields for the estate. There is no clause in the local Act which in any way

causes the free child to be provided for.

8.—The answer to this question will be found in the annexed tabular return, which

is correct, by which the free child has nothing, or no law even, to provide for its very

existence.

 

Answer to Question 8, respecting the Condition of Free Children.

 

 

a

NAMES rs 5 General Food Clothing Medical Care} Education
Lt

of 2 | Age. | Conduct of | allowed by| allowed by| Health. found found | Employment.

3 3 g . . .ESTATES. i 2 |g| Mothers Estate. | Estate by Estate. | by Estate.

Yrs. M.

Cambridge- -| 49} 7 to 1| 26| 28| good conduct- food +| clothed - {1 out of health} medical care 2 none.

Bissix Hill - -{19]6 tol] 10| 97} ditto - - {none -| none ~| good health| none - - none none.

Hope Well - -116/8'to1l| 5| IL] ditto - -| none -| none -| ditto -| none - -|. 56 none,

Bell Plain - -~|34|8 to3| 16} 19] ditto - =| none «| none  - |2outofhealth] none - - 5 none.

Swan's - -|15|]8to2| 7] 8| ditto - -|2fed -| Aclothed| good health |1 medical care; 4 1 employed.

Senier’s = -/29/8 tol | 13} 16] ditto - -j] none -] none -| ditto -| none - - none none,

Brace Vale ~13018 toa! 7| 23} ditte - -j{mone -{ none -j} ditto e{none>= + none none,

Baxter's ~ «| 24|8 to2| 13] 12) ditto - -| none -| none =| ditto -| none - - none none,

Mount All - -|316|8 t6; 9| 7{ ditto - -|none -{ none ~| ditto ~| none - - none none,

Friendship + -|32]}8 tog] 16{16| ditto - e{ pone -{ none ~~ {4outof health] none - - 5 none.

CaneGarden -| 9|6 t02] 4| 5j ditto - -| none -| none ~~} goodhealth j none- none | none.

Mellowes - -|20|8 toa] 8| 12] ditto - -| none -j none - ditto -|none- = 4 none,

Frazer's -| 4018 to1}16| 24] ditto - -f none -| none -{ ditto =| none « - none none,

Joe’s River -180|8 tol {| 30] 50| ditto - -{none -| none -} ditto -| none - - none none.

Deacer’s - -114/6 to1} 5] 9| ditto - -{none -{ none -{ ditto ~| medical care 1 none,

Forster Hall -|35|8 toi |20}16| ditto - -j| none -| none ~~} ditto =| ditto -| none none.

Vaughan’s - -115|6 to1| 10] 6| ditto - -jnone -| none +; ditto ej mone- = - none none.

Eclipse - -+|10/6 tol} &| 5{ ditto - -| none - | none « ditto’ =] none= = - none none.

Blackman’s -|40|8 to2| 15] 25] ditto - -| none =| none -| ditto +| none « . none none.

‘Auborn + CO | 816 toG] 2] 2] ditto - +] none -j} none -} ditto ~|none- « none none.

Tndian Pond -| 516 to4!] 4] 1] ditto - -{none -/ none -| ditto -] none - . none none,

Retreat + -| 9/6 tc6| 2{ 7| ditto ~ =| none -| none -] ditto ~| mone - - none none.

Walker's - -| 60/8 to1|20/30| ditto - -|none -| none -| ditto ~{none- - none none,

Haggat’s - -1|42/8 tol| 22) 20| ditto - -| none -| none - ditto -|none- - none none.

Chimbrozo « -|12/8 tor! 5] 7} ditto - -|none <j] none ~-| ditto ~| medical care none none.

Lamming’s- -]|10/8 to1| &| &| ditto - -| none -/ none - ditto -|mone- = none none.

Castle Grant -118/18 tol} 8|10] ditto - «| none -j| none -]| ditto ~| medical care none none,

Harbington- -| 6|% tol | 4] 2] ditto - -| none -/ none - ditto -|none- - none none,

Easy Halli - -|30/8 to1|12]18] ditto - ~| none -{ none «| ditto ~| none - - none } none.

Salam + -|2t18 to 2! 6|15] ditto - ~-{none -{ none -| ditto -{none- - none { none.

Malvern - -1|5318 tol} 20] 33| ditto - =| none «| none -| ditto =| none ~ - none |, none,

Union - -/2318 to2|10{ 18] ditto - -| none -j none -| ditto -]}/nonee - none none.

Andrew’s = -}40|/8 to1) 17 | 23{ ditto - -{ pone «| none -| ditto « | none - - none none.

Industry - -| 20/8 to1| 8| 12] ditto - -j|none -j|none = ditto -} Rone- = - none none.

Glemant Rock -| 8/8 to1| &| 8| ditto - ~| fed -|none ~-| ditto ~| medical care none none. .

Spa - - -~ 1/2318 to lL | 10) 13 ditto - -j| none - {| none =| ditto ~| none - - none none.

Park’s - -|3518 to1114] 21} ditto - -{none -|{ none -{ ditto -| mone - - none none.

Cheltenham -|18|8 tod | 6|12| ditto - -|[21fed ~-| clothed | ditto =| medical care | none 1 employed.

Gregg Farm -| 25/8 to | 101,15} ditto - ~-j] none + | none - ditto -|/mone- - none none,

Grove’s = -115]8 tol] 5|10| ditto - -~]none -| none -j| ditto -| medical care none none,

Mallard’s - -| 2818 to1/ 16113] ditto - «| none -{ none ~-| ditto «| none - - none none,

Richman’s - -| 548 tol} 8| 2| ditto - =| fed -|}| none -| ditto -| medical care none none.

Sugar Hill - -}11 18 to1!10| 2] ditto - -j/none -j none -| ditto =| ditto - noue none.

Spring Field - 12618 to1!16|10} ditto - +-| none -| none -| ditto -jmone-s ~~ none none.

Horse Hill - -!| 618 tol} 4] 2] ditto - -| none -j| none -| ditto «| none - - none none.

Small Hope -1 317 toz| 2] | ditto - -| fed -{t none «| ditto ~| medical care none Done.

Furner’s Hall -| 2318 to2{|11|12] ditto - «| none -j| none -| ditto “=| none - - none none.

Bawden’s - -|2618 tol} 13}12) ditto - -|none «| none ~-| ditto +| none - - none None.

River - -| 817 tol} S&S] S| ditto - -inone <{]{ none -| -ditto -]none= - none none,           
_ 9.—Little or no facilities are supplied in this district for education and religious instruc-

tion. .
There is indeed a school-house, but no funds whatever to pay a schoolmaster or mistress,

and consequently none has been appointed, and the said school-house is used entirely as a

place of worship.
521, Night-
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Night-schools are attended by adults as well as children, upon payment of a small weekly
sum for learning to read. ,

There is no other instruction afforded in this district the coloured population.
The clergymen receive every Saturday, from ten till three, all who will come to them for

religious instruction, which is chiefly catechetical.
The church accommodation is very far from being adequate to the number ofparishioners,

and in St. Joseph’s parish there is no church whatever.
10.—The desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge is general; but from

the manner of valuation the sum demanded is generally most exorbitant, which necessarily
deters the apprentice from becoming a purchaser.

11.—Those apprentices who have obtained their discharge generally betake themselves to
their trade, when they have one, and those who have no trade generally become domestics,
&e.
12.—The prospects of the ensuing crop are most excellent, and the state of cultivation

very superior to what it was prior to Ist August 1834. The season has been most favourable,
and it is with certainty expected the crops will be more abundant this year than they have
been for the last 25 years.

(signed) Geo. Kennedy, 8. J. P., District (F.)

 

~—No. 620.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Gllenely to Governor Sir #. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 52.)
Sir, Downing-street, 15 August 1837.

From Mr. Special Justice Kennedy’s monthly report, enclosed in your
despatch, (No. 56, Barbados,) of the 21st of March, I learn that some further in-
stances have occurred of the separation of the free children from their mothers,
by order of the employers.
The precise nature of the interference by which this has been effected I can-

not distinctly collect from the terms of the report; but whatever it be, if its
effect is to separate the mother from her child, so that she cannot discharge her
necessary maternal duties without being absent from her work, you will remind
the special magistrates that the law has not left her without protection against
such interference. A mother absenting herself from the estate for the discharge
of such duties, is not absent without * reasonable cause,” and against any com-
plaint which may be preferred against her for so absenting herself, such a plea
ought to be admitted as a valid defence.

It is scarcely necessary to remind you that any attempt on the part of the
employers to remove children from the houses occupied by their parents is
illegal. The parent is tenant-at-will of the house, and pays rent in the form of
service, and so long as there is no breach of any positive law, the apprentice
has as good a right to receive inmates into his or her hut as the employer has to.
Teceive guests at his mansion.

] have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 621. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt., to:
Lord Glenelg. ,

(No. 119.)

My Lord, . Government-House, Barbados, 27 May 1837.

Communications from the stipendiary magistrates of Barbados, relative to the
questions they are required to answer monthly, are herewith forwarded to your
Lordship.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 621.
Enclosure 1,

a une ’¢
District (A.), Town Division. in No. 621.

Monruiy Report from the Ist to the 31st March 1837.

1.—Tue general conduct of the apprentices in my district since my last report has been

ood.
2.—Generally speuking, there is no want of good feeling between the employers and

apprentices in the town district.
3.—The apprentices, generally speaking, perform their work most willingly.

4.—The working hours in this district are from six in the morning until nine, and from ten

until four in the afternoon, allowing an interval of one hour, from nine until ten, for

breakfast.
5.—Few of the apprentices are employed at field-work, from this not being a rural district;

taskwork is therefore not generally resorted to.
6.—It is usual for the few predial apprentices that are in this district to work on Saturdays

for money wages. The wages average from 104d. to 1s. 1d. for nine hours’ labour, and

paid in money.
7.—There is not any agricultural estate in this district.
8.—The free children are generally supported by their parents; but their condition in

many cases is very miserable.
9.—The facilities for attending church and schools in this district are most ample, and the

attendance nearly equal to the accommodation afforded.
10.—The general desire amongst the apprentices to purchase their discharge is great, and

generally obtained by private arrangement with their masters. Thirty-two discharges have been

effected since my last report, viz., four by appraisement, 14 by private agreement with their

masters, and 14 by free gift.
11.—The apprentices of this district who obtain their discharge are generally tradesmen

and domestics, who follow the same occupation they did previous to procuring their dis-

charge.
12.—The prospects of the present crop are most abundant; the season as yet has been

most favourable, and the general state of cultivation good.
13.—I have not any suggestion to make, or practical measure to recommend.

(signed) A, Cuppage, 8.5.P.
ee Dicirict(A.), Town Division.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 621. Enclosure 2,
in No. 621.

District (A.), Rural Division.

Sir, Station-house, 4 March 1837,

I Be to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that nothing
worth particularly reporting has occurred in my district since my last for February. The
apprentices continue to discharge their duty well, considering that greater demands are made
upon their labour in crop-time.

I am pleased to have it in my power to state, that the number of complaints are fewer for

March than for February; and the number of runaways to Bridgetown, from the various
rural districts of the island, considerably less; this I consider a very favourable circumstance.

I enclose you Table (A.), and the monthly return of the amount of public labour per-

formed by the penal gangs at this station, in which you will perceive a considerable balance
remains to be placed to the public account. In the margin you also have the return of  § by appraisement

persons obtaining their discharge by appraisement, &c. 2 by agreement.

I have, &c.
(signed) John B. Colthurst, S. J. Peace

District (A.), Rural Division.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 621. Enclosure 3s
in No. 621.

Report of the State of Disrricr (B.), for the Month of March 1837.

1.—Conpucrt of apprentices very good.
2.—The same as last report.
3.—They perform their work willingly, except on Saturday, which they are compelled by

law to return to their employer.
4.—The same as in former reports.
5.—The same as last report.
6.—The same as last report. Estates where the managers treat them well have nodiffi-

culty in obtaining this labour. While writing this (Saturday) several mills in my sight are
at work with hired labour.

521, 4.~-The
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BARBADOS. 74.—The same as last report.
— L 6-—The same as last reports; but their condition is now under the consideration of the

islature.
“5-—The same as other reports. Attendance at church good.
10.—A very great desire, and increasing daily. Six males and nine females.
11.—The same as in last report.
12.—The young plants for the ensuing crop have suffered from the want of rain; and.

present crop has also suffered from the want of wind to work the mills.
13.—None at present.

(signed) Jos Hamilton, S. J. P.

 

Enclosure 4, Enclosure 4, in No. 621.
in No. 621.

District (C.)
Sir, 31 March 1837.

I HAvE the honour to state, for the information of bis Excellency the Governor, that no
change has taken place to require any alteration from my report for the last month, in reply

15 July 1836. to the questions contained in the despatch of the Right honourable the Secretary of Siate
for the Colonies.

 

 

_ Ihave, &c.
T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed)  F. J. Hutcheson, S. J. P.

Acting Private Secretary,
&e. &e. Ke.

Enclosure 5, Enclosure 5, in No. 621.
in No, 621.

District (D.)

Montuty Report of the Special Magistrate of the above District, for March 1837.

1 to 9.—SzE report for August last.
10.—See report for August last. Eight discharges have been effected.
11.—See report for August last. .
12.—See report for August last. The state of the weather, during the greater part of this

month, has been unfavourable for sugar making. .
13.—None at present.

(signed) John Jas. Hough.

Enclosure 6, Enclosure 6, in No. 621.
_in No, 621,

District (E.)
Sir, 31 March 1837.

Havine nothing material to add to the February report on the state of this district, which

I last had the honour of submitting to his Excellency’s consideration, I beg a reference to the

same, as illustrative of the present month in all respects, save with regard to the numberof.

appraisements, eight of which have been effected in the month of March; and I must at

same time add, that the apprentices still continue to evince that strong desire for their dis-:

charge which I originally noted.

 

I have, &c.

Taylor H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) Jos. Garraway, S. J. P.
Acting Private Secretary,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 7, Enclosure 7, in No. 621.
in No. 621.

Town District (A.)
Sir, 1 May 1837.

15 July 1836. I Have the honour to transmit the following replies (to the queries contained in the circular

 

of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies) for the month of April :

1.—The general conduct of the apprentices, who (with few exceptions) are domestics or

tradesmen, has been good.
2.—None.
3.—They do.
4.—The apprentices in this district being non-pradials (with few exceptions), thei labour

is continuous, therefore have no relaxation but meal times and the hours of rest. Tradesmen

have Sundays.
5.—This question does not apply to this district, as the class of apprentices here (non-pre~-

dial) are not employed in agriculture.) ploy s g.-Does
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6.~——Does not apply to this district for the same reason as No. 5. BARBADOS.
4.-—Does not apply to this district for the same reasons as Nos. 6 and 6. .
8.—From the short time I have had this district, I cannot speak with accuracy of the con-

dition of the free children, nor by whom they are supported.
9.—There is every accommodation for education and religious instruction, and, as far as I

can judge, the attendance, particularly at church, is equal to the accommodation.
10.-—There is a great desire ; forty discharges have been effected this month, twenty-nine of

which have been by private agreement, showing strongly that the apprentices prefer this mode
of arranging it, in preference to applying to be appraised agreeable to the law.
11.—To the employments they followed previously; some become hucksters, and hawk

goods about the country. ;

12.—The prospects of the crop are apparently good, as well as the general state of culti-
vation.
13.—I have no suggestions to offer, or practical measure to recommend.

I have, &c.
(signed) F. J. Hutcheson.

 

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 621. , Enclosure 8,
in No. 621.

District (A.), Rural Division.

Sir, Station-house, 3 May 1837.
-1 BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that

nothing of any importance has occurred in my district since | had the honour of sending in
my report for March, therefore entering into particulars now would be but a repetition of
that report.

I have however great pleasure in stating, that the general conduct of the apprentices, for
the last month, has been remarkably good, and consequently the manufacture of a noble crop
of canes proceeding rapidly, and the istrict inahigh state of agricultural cleanliness.

ave, &c.
To T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. &e. &c. &e. (signed) John B. Colthurst, S.J. P.

District (A.), Rural Division.

N. B.—Twelve apprentices discharged “ by agreement” this month.—J. B.C.

 

Enclosure 9, in No. 621. Enclosure 9,
in No. 621.

A Genera Report of the State of District (B.) during the Month of April 1837.

1.—Goop, with few exceptions.
2.—The same as last report.
3.—They do.
4.—Same as last report.
5.—Not. Objection lies with the masters.
6.—Same as last report.
7.—Same as last report.
8.—Same as last report.
9.—Continue the same.
10.—The desire increases as the term of apprenticeship decreases. Two males and three

females have been discharged.
11-—Some to their usual occupations, especially the males, but the females generally to

domestic employments. .
_ 12.—The present crop, partly reaped, is considered the largest ever produced. The ensu-
ing crop middling, there having been a scarcity of rain lately.
13.—None at present.

(signed) Jos. Hamilton, S.J. P.

 

Enclosure 10, in No. 621. Fnclosure 10,
in No. 621.

District (C.), from the 1st to the 30th April 1837.

_1—Tuere have been a good many complaints this month, principally arising from destruc-
tion of property through carelessness, idleness, disobedience of orders, and insolence; but
generally the conduct of the apprentices has been good.

_ 2.—In some instances there is a want of good feeling between the employers and appren-
tices, whichI attribute principally to the commutation allowed by the 32d clause of the
Abolition Act. The masters in many cases do not in the first instance explain to their
apprentices that it is their intention to commute their allowance, and in other instances try
to force the apprentice to conform to their wishes, which creates discontent and want of con-
fidence in the minds of the apprentice labourers.
3.—The apprentices, generally speaking, do perform their work willingly.
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4.—The working hours in this district are from six in the morning until nine, from ten until
one, and from three until six, allowing intervals of relaxation from nine to ten, and from one
to three.

5.—Taskwork is not generally resorted to in this district, which is the wish of both mas-
ters and apprentices.

6.—It is usual for the apprentice labourers in this district to work in their own time, and
for money wages, which average from 10d. to 1s. 1d. for nine hours’ labour, and paid in
money.

”7.—From the short time I have been in this district, I am not prepared to say whether
there are any indulgences withheld which it was usual for the estate to supply duringslavery.

8.—The free children in most cases in this district are supported by their parents, but on
some estates they are fed and taken care of the same as previous to the 1st of August 1834.
9.—There are two churches in this district, with resident clergymen attached to each, and

three chapels, each having a school attached; both the churches and schools are well
attended, and nearly equal to the accommodation afforded.

10.—There is a great desire on the part ofthe apprentice labourers in this district to purchase
their discharge. Thirty-eight discharges were effected this month, viz. nine by free gift, and
twenty-eight by appraisement.

11.—Apprentices who obtain their discharge generally betake themselves to the same em-
ployment they followed previous to obtaining it.
12.—The crop that has been nearly taken off the ground has been more abundant than has

been known for several years ; the season has been favourable, and the general cultivation
has been good.

13.—I have not any suggestions to make, or practical measures to recommend at present.
(signed) A. Cuppage, S.J, P.

District (C).

 

Enclosure 11, in No. 621.

District (D).

Report for the Month of April 1837,

1 to 9.—SEE replies to same questions in report for August last.

10.—See reply to same question in report for August last :—

Return of Apprenticed Labourers discharged by Appraisement, or Agreement, in
April 1837.

 

 

 

SEX. . : <
= AMT 21.3 Bel ne .NAME. 3 26 3 elas PRICE.

Male. |Female| i] é <a <

£ 8s. d

Sam - . 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 20 - -

        
11, 12, 13.---See replies to same questions in report for August last.

(signed) Ino. Jas. Hough, 8. I. P.

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 621. -

District (E.) ;
Sir, 30 April 1837.

Wirth reference to the 13 questions proposed by my Lord Glenelg to the special magis-
trates for monthly replies, I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor,
that the last report which I had the honour of transmitting will serve to exhibit, generally,
the present state of the district under my charge. The only alteration which Ihave to note
is to be found in the number of appraisements, nine of which have taken place during this
month, It gratifies me to add, that the majority of estates in these parishes have now almost
finished their crops, and the returns are such as the most sanguine planters could hope for.
This circumstance, I would submit, may be considered as a fair proof of the steady working
of the new system, and bears strong testimony of the general good conduct of the appren-
tices in the discharge of their agricultural duties. By reference to my Monthly Journal and
Table (A.) for the present month, it will be observed, that 139 punishments of various
descriptions have been inflicted. A number so trifling, when compared with that of the

apprenticed
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apprenticed population of the district (12,000), that it would be almost superfluous forme BARBADOS.
to add, that their general behaviour continues to be satisfactory. —_—_——

 

I have, &c.
Taylor H. Ponsonby, Esq. ‘signed) Joseph Garraway, S.J. P.
Acting Private Secretary,

&e. &e &e.

Enclosure 13, in No. 621. Enclosure 13,
in No, 621.

District (F.)

Answers to QuEsTIONS, 13 in Number, for the Right honourable the Secretary of State
for the Colonies.

1.—Tuz conduct of the apprentices in this district has been uniformly quiet and orderly.
2.—I think there is a want of good feeling between the apprentices and their employers;

particularly the small proprietors.
3.—The apprentices perform their work most willingly.
4.--The working hours are from six a. M. till nine, and from ten till four p.m., and from

four till six P.M.
5.—Task-work is not in general use in this district; the objection generally lies with the

apprentices.
6.—It is usual for the apprentices to work in their own time. The rate of wages is 1s.

sterling for nine hours.
7.—There are many indulgences withheld, which, during slavery, the estate supplied.
8.—The condition of the free children is abject, and in this district they are entirely sup-

portedby a pittance from the parents’ allowance.
This district supplies very few facilities for education and religious instruction. The

attendance at church and in the schools is generally greater than the accommodations
afforded.

10.—There is a general desire among the apprentices to purchase their discharge ; no ap-
prentices have purchased their discharge since last report.
11.—Those apprentices who have purchased their discharge generally betake themselves

to some trade, or as domestics.
12.—The prospects for the ensuing crop are excellent. The general cultivation of the

very highest order; the season has been most favourable.
13.—I have no further suggestions to make, or any other practical measure to recom-

mend.

2 May 1837. Geo. Kennedy, 8. J. P.

 

—No. 622.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., to No. 622
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 24.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 26 November 1836.
I nave the honour herewith to forward to your Lordship the copy of an Act Vide App. No. 197.

of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to consolidate and amend the several Acts in No. Co6,
force relating to the Rural Police of this Island.”

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

—No. 623. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,to =Ny, 62
Lord Glenelg. . . o—

(No. 25.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 26 November 1836.
On the very first occasion of my meeting the Legislature of this colony it will 25 Octover 1826.

be observed, (Enclosure, No. 1), that complaints were made in Privy Council
respecting the rural police establishment, and on my questioning the Superin-
‘endent in the presence of the Board, it appeared that his appointment, created
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oy @ late Act, remained counteracted by provisions in former enactments not yet
amended. ,
The interior arrangements, and promotion of the police sergeants and officers,

having been intrusted to the special justices in each district, there were as many
differentsystems as magistrates, and all respect for the authority of the Superin-
tendent was lost sight of on the part of his subordinates.

I consider myself, therefore, highly indebted to the Solicitor-general, Mr. R.
Boucher Clarke, who has been so good to prepare, and successfully to recom-
mend, the new Bill for adoption by the Council and Assembly, which is trans-
mitted in my former letter of this date.

I have, &e.
(signed) £.J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 623.

Extracts of MINUTES of His Majesty’s Privy Council in Barbadvs, of the
25th October 1836.

Tue Speaker and House ofAssembly having retired, Mr. Hinds addressed his Excellency,
saying, he felt bound to represent the inefficient and insubordinate state of the police in
Speight’s Town ; that the police were openly defied, and no notice taken, and concluded by
requesting his Excellency to send a message to the House of Assembly, reminding them of
the police force recommended by Sir Lionel Smith, for Speight’s Town; which, his Excel-
lency replied, he should be most happy to forward, but that he thought the superintendents
and inspectors, appointed by a late Act, were too much mixed up with the magistrates, and
he should prefer a more direct communication with those officers. ;

Sir B. Alleyne thought the magistrates might take cognizance of some recent riots men-
tioned by Mr. Hinds in the course of his address, and Mr. Best inquired whether any of the
respectable inhabitants of Speight’s Town could recognise the ringleaders, as in that case
they might be punished at the court of grand sessions, by prosecuting them fora riot, and
asked if the inhabitants of Speight’s Town were prepared to meet the expense of supporting
a police force. Mr. Humphry Jones, inspector of rural police, was then called in, state d,
in answer to the questions asked, “ that having heard of rrequent absences of sergeants of
police, from their different districts, he had (as under the late Act he conceived he had
authority) issued circulars to the different police stations, desiring reports to be made to
him of the way in which the sergeants spent their time; such reports were refused to be
made to him by Sergeants Johnston, Moore, and Alleyne ; the other districts had done all
in their powerto forward his viewa; he had great difficulty in getting any complaints he
made heard, and strongly suspected that secret influence was being used against his autho-
rity, and that he had also heard great complaints of the conduct of the prison-keepers and
other persons connected with the police stations.” Mr. Jones then withdrew.

 

—No. 624.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Z. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 13.)

Sir, Downing-street, 13 February 1837. -

T nave the honour to acknowledge your Despatches, Nos. 24 and 25, of the

26th November, the former enclosing an Act for amending the Rural Police Act,
and the latter relating to the same subject.
The circumstances disclosed in the enclosure to your second despatch sufli-

ciently evince the necessity which existed for some amendment of the police

law; but I nevertheless regret that this Act is not accompanied by the usual

report from ihe Colonial Attorney-general; an om‘ssion of the greater import-

ance, because the assistance which that report would have supplied is almost in-

dispensable, in order to ascertain with precision what are the alterations in the

law which are effected by this consolidation and amendment of the Rural Police

Act.
When I review the protracted discussions which attended the original intro-

duction of the law of Barbados on this subject, I cannot but feel more than

common solicitude to prevent the abandonment of any essential part of those

principles to which my predecessors in office attached so much importance. The
Act will not therefore be brought under the consideration of HisMajesty in

ouncil,
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Council, until a report shall have been received from the Colonial Attorney-

general, pointing out distinctly what are the changes in the law which this Act,

*¢ confirmed, will introduce; for although your Despatch, No. 25, explains in

part what is the nature of the amendment proposed, it is not on that account

the less necessary that I should be fortified by the securitywhich, upon a subject

of this kind, is not to be obtained, except by a report on the Act from a person

practically conversant with the structure and working of the law in its former

shape.
You will have the goodness to impress upon the several lieutenant-governors

under your superintendence, and to observe yourself, on future occasions, the

necessity of adhering to the regulation which requires from the Attorney-general,

as well as from the Governor himself, a report upon every important alteration in

the law by Acts of the Colonial Legislatures.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—-. No. 625. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt.,
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 75.) .
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 12 April 1837.

In obedience to the commands communicated in your Lordship’s despatch of

the 13th of February, I have the honour to transmit a Report from the law officer

of the Crown upon the Act (No. 606), “ for amending the Rural Police Act ;”

and, at the same time, to express my regret at having omitted to procure and
forward that Report originally.

In the small colonies, the existence of separate parties of police officers, under

the several stipendiary magistrates, is not productive of inconvenience sufficient to

outweigh that of an increased expenditure; but this consideration cannot safely

be allowed to influence the organization of a police establishment suited to the

extensive population of Barbados.
The office of inspector of rural police was created by an Act of the 5th of

August last, about two months before my removal from the Leeward Islands ;

but the defects of the original enactments were not then so sufficiently cleared

away as to leave room for the unembarrassed exercise of the new appointment, by

means of which the detachments at the different police stations were intended to

be embodied as a regular corps, under an officer exclusively responsible for its

internal management and discipline. In this state of things it appeared to me,

I candidly confess, on comparing the law as it stood with the discussions by which

it had been preceded, that His Majesty’s Government and Sir Lionel Smith,

instead of getting all they wished, had been, in some respects, constrained to take

what they could get on the occasion of that contest, and that, as the spirit of

local opposition had fortunately passed away, it was right to take immediate

advantage of that concurrence in my views, upon the important question of police,
which the Legislative Houses thought fit to indicate.
The police of Bridgetown is most creditable, conducted by three magistrates,

undet whom the superintendents, officers, and sergeants are employed; but this

plan would not answer in the country, where the district houses of the stipendiary

magistrates are many miles apart; and although there were doubtless difficulties
in duly defining the line of distinction between their relations, and that of the
inspector, with the police officers and sergeants, which will be found adverted to in

the enclosure (B. No. 10), they are gradually subsiding; and by bringing those

officers frequently together at Government-house, in order that matters connected

with the subject of their duties may be canvassed in my presence, I have every
reason to believe that their cordial co-operation, in most instances, will be even

tually ensured.
y communications with the commissioners superintending the commongaol,

and the police magistrates of Bridgetown, with the commissioners of rural police,

with the special magistrates, and with the inspector, are, on the whole, highly
gratifying; and the enclosed documents, although evincing that these establish-
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ments, for the most part, are in their infancy, may perhaps serve to satisfy your
Lordship that their amelioration is not unattempted.
Much certainly remains to be effected, and the number, as well as pay, of the

police-officers, may possibly require to be augmented; but great allowance is to
be made for the pecuniary wants of the Legislature; and while, uniting my efforts
with theirs for the progressive improvement of the public institutions of the
colony, I hope to be so guided by your Lordship’s instructions, as to avoid an
abandonment of principles to which your Lordship, in common with your Lord-
ship’s predecessors in office, may be pleased to attach importance.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 625.

(A.) (No. 1.)

OPINION.

In obedience to his Excellency’s desire, I proceed to supply the information desired b
the Right Hon. the Secretary of State, respecting the Act for the Consolidation of the
Laws relating to the Rural Police. This cannot be done without a short review of the
several Acts on the subject.
The first Act for the establishment of a rural police was passed in July 1834, and

assented to by Sir Lionel Smith; it was, however, disallowed by an Order in Council of
7th February 1835, which was communicated to the Legislature 25th March 1895.
On the 24th of April, an Act for the temporary establishment of a rural police was

passed, by which the force raised under the first Act was kept on foot for six months. All
rules for its government were to be made by the Council and Assembly, and approved by
the Governor.

The appointment to all future vacancies was given to the special justices, in whom was
also vested the sole power over, and responsibility for, the discipline of this body.
On the 19th of August following, another Act was passed, continuing the above till

August 1840, increasing the numberofhorse, and diminishing the number of foot.
On the gth of December in the same year, another Act was passed “ For the establish-

ment of Rules and Regulations for the Government and Discipline of the Rural Police,”
in which their duties were specified, and, following up the principle of the Act of April,
the six special justices, in their respective districts, bad the control, and were answerable
for the efficiency of that portion of the police attached to their respective districts. Thus
the executive had no direct authority over them, and could only act through the agency of
the special justices, and by means of his authority over them. It is needless to advert to
the causes which led to this anomalous constitution and working of a police; but great
complaints being made of its inefficiency and want of organization and discipline, Sir
Lionel Smith promoted the passing of an Act, which received his assent on the sth of
August 1836, sanctioning the appointment by the Governor of an inspector, to be under
his immediate orders, and answerable to him for the discipline of the corps; and, on the
assing of the Act, he promoted a superintendent from the town police to that duty.
Thus stood the law when his Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor assumed the govern-

ment of the island. His attention to the condition of the police was almost immediately
called by complaints as to its want of discipline and inefficiency; and on looking to the
state of the law, and the power of the Governor, with a view to remedy the evil complained
of, it was found impracticable to effect it; and it was deemed advisable to consolidate the
four Acts into one, and at the same time to invest his Excellency with full power and
authority over it; in short, to place it “ under the effective and constitutional control of
the executive.” His Excellency assigned that task to me; and the Act, which is the subject
of the accompanying despatch, was passed by both Houses immediately after. .

Thave to apologize to his Excellency for not having furnished a proper report on it
before; but, as the Colonial Secretary did not ask for my report, I did not send it; but
from the arrangements made by his Excellency this cannot again occur.
The present Act commences with a repeal of all other Acts; it keeps on foot the same

force at the same rate of pay ; it 1akes the appointment of the whole body from the special
justices, ‘and vests it in the Governor; it specifies the power of the inspector, making him
responsible to the Governor for the performance of the duties required of the police, its
discipline and efficiency, and requiring his strict attention to the expenditure of the
supplies furnished by the public; indeed, I may state this to be the most important duty
of the inspector, and its great object was to relieve the special justices of duties which
were assigned to them, but which, from their other arduous duties, ‘they could not
properly perform and, from which, I know from themselves, they were rejoiced to be
freed. At the same time, a proviso, preventing anything like interference by the inspector
with che prisoners, is added, and the duties of the keepers of prisons more accurately
defined, while their appviniment also is vested in the Governor. The Act then proceeds

to
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own the general rules and regulations for the whole corps, commencing with the

tO cor and Gneluding by declarieg that the special justices shall at all times have

the use of the whole force, for carrying the Abolition Act into operation, and vesting in

the executive a discretionary power to sanction deviations from these tules when they

interfere with the duties required of the special justices under that Act, or in cases of

emergency, or otherwise. . ; _, ;

In all these points, this Act materially differs from, and, it is to be ptesumed, materially

amends, the old law. In remodelling the system, I looked to the despatch of the

Colonial Secretary (No. 11, 10 January 3835), on this subject, and believe it will be

found in all respects more in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty’s Government,

as therein expressed, than those Acts which have already received the sanction of the

Government, and under which it existed from April 1835 till the consolidation byhis
Jlency’ estion.Excellency’s sugg' (signed) RB. Bowcher Clarke.
11 April 1837. , ,
 

(B.) No. 1.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 29 November 1836.

Tue Act, intituled “ An Act to consolidate and amend the several Acts in force relating

to the Rural Police of this Island” having been published in the newspapers, I am
directed to communicate, for your information and guidance, the enclosed copy of a cir-

cular letter, addressed by the Governor’s desire to the special justices of the peace.

 

T have, &e.
H. Jones, Esq., (signed) 17’. H. Ponsonby, Acting P. Sec.

Inspector of Rural Police.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 29 November 1836.
By an Act recently passed, to “ consolidate and amend the several Acts in force relating

to the Rural Police of this Island,” effect having been given to the appointment of the
superintendent of rural police, the special magistrates are exonerated from an irksome
responsibility, involving attention to minute details of that establishment, the interior
economy and discipline of which are now entrusted to the exclusive management of the
commanding officer of the corps.
You are requested, by the Governor’s desire, to communicate with that officer in future

on all matters connected with the conduct of the police serjeants and officers withia your
jurisdiction, it being distinctly understood, that the application of this force to the civil
purposes of every district remains, as heretofore, at the sole disposal of the special justices;
and that, in the selection and control of the individuals employed in the several detach-
ments, it will be a constant object of the superintendent’s careful vigilance, to maintain
them in that efficient condition, by which they may be best enabled to execute the services
required of them by each special magistvate.

I have, &c.

 

To the Special Magistrates. (signed) TT. H. Ponsonby, Acting Priv. Sec.

(No. 3.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 21 January 1837.

Tue Governor having visited the present rural police stations, requests you will be
pleased to communicate the following observations to the commissioners.
The meansofincreasing ventilation in the cells, as well as in the large apartments,.

occupied by prisoners, are generally desirable; and the addition of iron-gratings to the
doors of the latter, as in the common gaol, would, without diminishing their security, cer-
tainly tend to render them more healthy.

In Station (A), the keeper proposed that light should be admitted into some of the
solitary cells, many persons in confinement there being able to read. This alteration
might be easily effected, by placing windows with sliding shutters in the roofs, and, if
found beneficial, may be extended afterwards to other districts.
More cells are called for by the keepers. Those of Station (A) are very incommodious ;.

but at District (D), where the proper number is still incomplete, they are better finished,
and perfectly well floored. Each cell would, therefore, seem to require a wooden floor, as
well as the moveable benches, forming what is called a cabin.
At Station (E), the entrance into the women’s chamber leads through that of the men’s;

a defect easily remedied by providing the former with a separate door-way.
Separate rooms are wanting for the matrons at District (C); the matron inhabits the

room intended for sick officers of police.
In District (D) the stabling is particularly bad, and it would be an improvement were

all the stables to open into the station yards, so as at all times to command, for the
mounted policemen, access to their horses.
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The Board are requested to consider the propriety of facilitating the provision offorage
and of water at the several posts, and of furnishing each with a flag-staff and signals, and,
eventually, with a walled enclosure.

It being incumbent on the superintendent frequently to visit the respective districts, it ig
important that proper accommodation should be prepared in all of them for his convenient
perfornrance of that duty.

Medical aid being granted to the prisoners, it is to be presumed no very serious addi-
tional expense would be incurred by procuring the same attendance at each station for
the police establishment, who would naturally appreciate this proof of attention to their
comfort.

Under the head of clothing, it is to be remarked, that some detachments are still unpro-
vided, although a supply was due in August. As the sergeants and officers obtain only one
suit each per annum, it would be preferable to make arrangements for issuing the clothing
upon the same day, in future, at the different stations,

In offering these suggestions to the commissioners of rural police, the Governor is aware
that many or all of the points adverted to, have ere now probably attracted the notice of
the Board; and his Excellency is confident, from the extent of the efforts already made in
their department, that its further efficient progress will be ensured by the samepublic
spirit with which it has been hitherto conducted.

 

I have, &e.

John Mayers, Esq. (signed) T. H. Ponso; A. P.S.
Clerk to the Coma"‘of‘Baral Police. | ny,

(No. 4.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 20 February 1837.
Tue raral police being liable to the performance of the following duties,

ist. That of summoning parties before the special magistrates.
2d. Escorting prisoners from one district to another, to gaol, or to their homes.
3d. Conveying despatches on service; taking charge of penal gangs.
4th. Mounting guard.
5th. Attending the special-magistrate’s office.
6th. Patrolling.
7th. Apprehending runaways.
81h. Collecting information in furtherance of police objects.

You will be pleased, the Governor desires, to cause the sergeants and officers commandin
detachments at the several stations, to furnish you, on the same day, to be fixed byyourself
with returns, specifying the number of police sergeants and officers actually employed in
the above, or other avocations, who happen to be sick or on leave of absence, or whose
situations are vacant, in order that the occupation of the whole establishment upon that
day may be clearly accounted for and explained.

 

 

 
  

 

   
 

                  
 

I have, &e.
H. Jones, Esq. (signed) I. H. Ponsonby, .

Inspector of Rural Police. Acting Private Secretary.

(No. §.)
RETURN of the Duties performed by the Police Force, between Six a.m. on the 27th, and Six 4.x. on the 28th February 1887,
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(No. 6.)
Sir, February 21, 1837.

Tue mounted police force of this island requires 86 rations of forage for the use of
their horses per diem, and is distributed in detachments as detailed in the accompanying
Return.

The
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The difficulty which the police officers experience in procuring sufficient forage for

their horses out of the sum of 130 i, per annum allotted to the sergeants, and of 80 /. to the

rivates, would render ithighly advantageous to the service if his Excellency would take

the case into his consideration, with the view of effecting some arrangement, ifpossible,

through the medium of His Majesty’s Commissariat Department, for establishing a contract

for the supply ofthe necessary forage for the mounted police force, and for its conveyance

to the police stations monthly, at a moderate rate.

 

 

 

  

I have, &c.

T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) HH. Jones,
Acts. Priv. Secy. Inspr. ofRural Police.

Mounted Forces. No, of Horses

DISTRICTS. tobe foragedateach

Sergeants. Privates, District.

(A) - - - - - - = 1 11 12

(B.) - - - - - - - 1 1§ 16

(C.) - - - - - - - 1 15 16

(D.) - - - - - - - 1 11 12

(BR) = = - 2 2 = 2 1 15 16

(F) - - - - = = 1 11 12

84
Inspector of Rural Police - - - - ~ 2

Total - - - - 86 
 

No. 7.)

Extracts of a Letter from the Deputy Commissary-General,

dated Barbados, 25 July 1837-

“The price of the oats received from England for the military service is 6s. 5éd.

sterling per 100 Ibs., delivered at Barbados free of all charges; and the quantity required

for the rural police might, it is presumed, be obtained from home on similar terms; but

on occasion’ where it bas been necessary to purchase the article in this island, without

such previous notice as would enable the parties furnishing it to procure it from England,

its cost has been usually about a dollar per bushel of 40 lbs. ; and this is the ratealsoat

which the pecuniary allowance has been granted to officers, when they have not received

the ration in kind.”
“The commuted money allowance for the ration of green forage is 18. 2d. sterling

aday; this rate, however, does not refer to the value of the article in Barbados exclu-

sively, but was the average of the cost throughout the command, at the time it was fixed.”

«The contract price at which the Government animals in this island have been supplied

with green forage in kind has, upon the average of the last five years, been 113 @. per

ration of 50 Ibs.”
 

(No. 8.).

Memoranpvuo by the Special Magistrates.

Proposed Allowance for the Horses of the Mounted Police: Barbados Curry.

 

8 Pints Oats, calculated tocostperdiem - - - 7 7] #7 7 2

10 Pounds Hay - - ditto - - ditto - - - 9

  

£. s. d.

86 Horses at 20 $d. per diem - - 2 ° 7 8 84} £.- 1 83

Ditto - - - - perweek - - - - - 52 —114

Ditto - - - + permonth - = - - 208 3 10

Ditto - - - - peryear - - - 7 7° 2,498 6 -

co —
~ \
 

Difference to be

Proposed reduction in pay of officers to meet this allowance, say |made good by the

  
Colony,

First, First,

86atesleach- = = 7 7 7 * £.2,150 = —| £. 348 deficit.

. Second, Second,

Ditoateoh - - - 2 = * 7 £1,720 - = £.778 deficit.
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(No. 9.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 2 March 1837,
I am directed by the Governor to desire that you will be so good as to attend at Govern.

ment-house, ou Thursday the gth instant, at noon,'in order to join a committee to consist
of Messrs. Special Magistrates Colthurst, Hamilton, Garraway, and yourself, which has
been formed for the purpose of framing, in communication with His Majesty’s Solicitor.
general, a code of regulations based upon the Police Act, for distribution to the sergeants
and officers at the several stations.
You will be pleased to bring with you the Antigua police regulations, and to be prepared

to submit to the committee any information or suggestions you may think proper. I am
to add, that a memorandum, of which a copy is enclosed, was communicated yesterday to
the special magistrates. .

T have, &e.,
(signed) I. H. Ponsonby, A. P. S.

H. Jones, Esq., Inspr. of Rural Police.

 

(No. 10.)

Memoranpbvo from the Governor for the Special Magistrates.

Government-house, Barbados, 1 March 1837.
A police force, divided into seven distinct bodies, under seven special magistrates,

having been found inconvenient, because inevitabiy subjected to as many different systems,
it was with the view of establishing uniformity of method throughout the whole, that an
inspector came to be appointed to the general command.

Conformably with this principle, every detail relating to the equipment, arming, and
mounting of the sergeants and officers, to their appointment, removal, promotion, quarters,
and selection for duty, in short, the interior economy and direction of the corps, now
devolves upon the inspector of rural police exclusively.
From the very nature of the institution, the observance of the strictest discipline is

obviously important, and unless the sergeants and officers are taught to look up to the
head of their department with deference and submission, by being made sensible of his
power, that unity of action which is absolutely essential to the prompt and regular execu-
tion of the service, cannot be established and secured.
The special justices are peculiarly interested, therefore, in the creation and maintenance

of the authority of the rural inspector, and in contributing, by a show of courtesy on their
part, to render his position respectable in the eyes of the body organized under his imme-
diate orders; and, on the other hand, it is equally the inspector's bounden duty to conciliate
the countenance and support of those magistrates, whose control over the external appli-
cation of the rural police for civil purposes is co-extensive with his own, in regard to its
internal management.

In their official relations towards each other, elements of possible collision undoubtedly
exist between the rural magistrates and inspector, not presented in the case of the town
authorities of the same description. This difference of constitution is, however, unavoid-
able, and a determination to be governed by a spirit of mutual concession will speedily
suffice to place the country police of the colony on a footing with the police of Bridge-
town, by producing that good understanding and confidence which it is no less an obliga-
tion on the special justices and rural commanding officer reciprocally to cultivate, than on
the Governor to encourage and enjoin.

 

(No, 11.)
(Circular.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 11 March 1837.

In consequence of a late representation from the special magistrates, I am instructed to
inform you, that the Governor approves of an arrangement, to which in future you will be
pleased to give effect accordingly, for the release from confinement, on the afternoon of the
preceding Saturday, of prisoners, the termination of whose sentences may fall upon a Sun-
day, so that the latter day may be preserved inviolate.

I have, &e,

(signed) T. H. Ponsonby, A. P. S.
To the Special Magistrates.

 

(No. 12.)

GovERNMENT NoTIcE.

_ Tue duties of the rural police officers, in escorting prisoners to estates after the expira-
tion of their sentences, having been found too onerous, with reference to the numerical
strength of the force in each district, and, amongst other important avocations, that of

ay



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 429

day and night patrollingbeing thereby materially impeded, Notice is hereby given, that

thepractice of escorting liberated prisoners, by means of police officers, to the estates to

which they are severally attached, will be discontinued from and after the 18th inst.
At the same time, with a view of ensuring the punctual return of such prisoners to their

homes, the special magistrates have been instructed by the Governor to cause written passes
to be given by the keeper of each district to the prisoners when about to be released,

specifying the hour of their departure from the station; and as the period of liberationwill
be made known by the special magistrate to the complainant when the sentence is passed,

it will be optional with the latter to detach an estate constable for the individual

liberated, who, after the lapse of a reasonable time, is to be held amenable to punish-

ment, as the special justice will not fail to explain, if found an absentee from the estate

concerned,
By command of his Excellency the Governor,

(signed) TT. H. Ponsonby, A. P.S.

Government-house, Barbados, 11 March 1837.

 

(No. 13.)

Pusiic Notices.

Tne Governor having taken into consideration the necessity of establishing greater
regularity in the important duties of patrolling in the respective districts, more particularly
as a portion of the duties hitherto performed by police officers has been relinquished, viz.
the escort of apprentices, after punishment, from the several station-houses to the estates
to which they may be attached, approves of the following routine for insuring the due
escort of prisoners either to or from the common gaol, to be carried into effect, under the
superintendence of the special magistrates and the inspector of rural police, from and after
Monday the 17th day of April next, commencing with District (C.), and working inwards.
The six o’clock morning patrol of District (C.) will take charge of and escort prisoners

for goal (if any) to the first patrol distance (Halton Estate Gap), where they will be met by
patrol of District (B.) about seven o’clock, who will then take charge of (C.)’sprisoners, and
conduct them to District (B.), where the prisoners will remain until the second patrol at ten
o’clock, when they will be escorted to the patrol distance at “ Lower Burney’s Gap,” and
there met by the first patrol of District (A.) about 11 o’clock.
Should there be any prisoners at District (A.) to be returned either to District (B.) or(C.),

such prisoners will be taken under escort by the 10 o’clock patrol of District (A.) and deli-
vered over to the patrol of District (B.) at “‘ Lower Burney’s Gap,” from whence they will be
re-conducted to the station-house at District (B.), remain tWere for two hours, and then sent
under escort of(B.)’s two o’clock patrol, to meet (C.)’s patrol at the appointed distance (Hal-
ton Estate Gap), about three o’clock, they will then be handed over to (C.) patrol for delivery
at (C.) station-house.
The patrols escorting prisoners are to be instructed, that in the event of their failing to

meet each other at the given distances, they are to proceed with their prisoners until such
meeting takes place.

This regulation will also be observed between Districts (A.), (D.), (E.) and (F.), the given
distances between which are to be as follows:

Between (A.)and(D.) - - <= Lear’s Gap.
Between (D.) and (E.) - - Reid’s Bay Estate.
Between (D.) and (F.) - - = Mount Wilton.

By command of his Excellency the Governor.

(signed) Humphrey Jones,
Barbados, 23 March 1837. Inspector of Rural Police.

 

(No. 14.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 25 March 1837.
{ am instructed by the Governor to transmit, for the consideration of the Commissioners

of Rural Police, the copy ofa letter from Major Colthurst, chairman of a committee of
special magistrates appointed by his Excellency to report upon the length of engagement
of police sergeants and officers entering the service, and upon the mode of supplying them
with clothing.

Respecting the first point, the Governor is induced to recommend, that th daration of
theterm of enlistment should be regulated upon the principle of an annual contract; each
individual serving upon the 1st of August in one year, being held bound to continue to
serve until the gist July in the next; or if entering during a broken period, to make it

good; for example, that as a person engaging to-day would succeed to the clothing of
some one who has left the force, he should be obliged to complete the unexpired portion
of the year for which the present clothing has been issued, and consequently to do duty till
the 31st of July next, on which day the suit now in wear would become his own ; that he
should be called upon to give notice, on or before the goth of June, if he means toretires
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and failing to do so, as he would become entitled to new clothing on the 1st of August
1837, that he should incur the obligation of serving until the gist July 1838.
To illustrate the soundness of the conclusion at which the committee of special justices

has arrived, in pronouncing it, under the existing system, “a matter of impossibility that a
competent nursery for steady and active officers can be created,” copies of communica-
tions are enclosed, in which ‘the inspector of rural police gives notice of the resignation in
one district of six police officers.
With regard to the supply of clothing, the committee notice the discontent of the officers

at the circumstance of the last set not having been issued until seven months overdue, and
the Governor earnestly supports their recommendation for the observance,in.future, of the
utmost precision in the management ofa detail so essential to the comfort and encourage-
ment of the police establishment, as indispensably to require, that the inspector of rural
police should be rendered exclusively responsible, under the direction of the honourable
Board of Commissioners, for its punctual execution.
The observations of the special magistrates seem likewise deserving of attention, that

there should be two contracts, one for making up the clothes, and the other for the
regular supply of the clothing from Europe, through some respectable mercantile house in
Barbados; and, as it might perhaps tend to increase their competition for the latter were
the supplies for the town as well as for the rural police to be permanently obtained from the
same source, a copy of this letter will be laid before the commissioners superintending the
common gaol, in order that the two honourable Boards may have an opportunity of com-
municating with each other, if disposed to entertain the suggestion which it has been the
Governor’s duty to submit upon this subject.

 

I have, &c.

To John Mayers, Esq. (signed) T. H. Ponsonby, A. P. Sec.
Clerk to Comm" of Rural Police.

(No. 15-)

Sir, Special Magistrates’ Meeting, 23 March 1837.

In answer to the queries which your Excellency was pleased to propose for reply by the
committee of special magistrates, firstly, relative to the limited time prescribed by law for

police officers to give notice previous to their quitting the force, and secondly, with respect
to the method at present adopted for the clothing of the same force, I am requested by

the committee to present the following remarks for your Excellency’s consideration:
ist. The experience of each special magistrate has fully proved, that the option at

present invested in each police officer to leave his situation by previously giving one

month’s notice, is highly detrimental to the formation of an efficacious corps of police.
Under the present system men enter the service for no given time, and it frequently hap-

pens, that at the very period when their continued presence would be particularly advan-

tageous, they form some imaginary opinion respecting their condition, and procure a dis-

charge after the month’s notice. Under this system, it is a matter of impossibility that a
competent nursery for steady and active officers can ever be created; and it is submitted,
that police officers should be bound to serve for a certain time after entering the service;

or that the limited’ notice to quit, now in operation, should be extended to a period of
twelve months; an alteration which, among other advantages, will remove one of the
inconveniences at present experienced in the article of clothing, as illustrated below.

adly. The want of punctuality in the distribution of clothing (the last supply, due on

the 1st August 1836, was only served during the current month) may possibly be consi-
dered as one of the most cogent reasons for the discontent felt by the ollicers, which has

in some instances led to their resignation; the committee respectfully submit, that the

system which at present exists is objectionable, were no other cause preferred than the

one just alluded to, They would however propose, by way of securing a due and punctual
supply on the day appointed by law, that the contract for the supply of clothing should

be placed on a footing which would give rise to public competition; the contractor to be

bound, under a penalty, to make up annually, by the goth day of June, each suit for the

officers of the several districts; to be ready fitted, so as to be distributed on the 1st day

of August in each year; after the expiration of which, the clotning will become the pro-
perty of such officers as have been enlisted for the twelve months.
The committee also recommend, that the supply of clothing shall be divided into two

separate heads, viz. one for the making up the clothes, and the other to be a permanent

contract for the regular supply of the cloth, from Europe, through some respectable house

in Barbados; tenders in writing to be submitted to the inspector of rural police.
-The committee entertain a sanguine hope, that their proposition of annual enlistment,

and a change in the supply of clothing, will be productive of material benefit in the per-

manent organization of the police force.

I have, &e.

To his Excellency (signed) J. B. Colthurst, S. J. P. District (A.);
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Chairman.

&e. Kc. Ke,
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(No. 16.) BARBADOS.

 

(Circular.)

Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 8 April 1837.

I am instructed by the Governor to transmit, for your information and guidance, the

following copy of a communication from the Board. of Rural Commissioners, relative to

the conduct of the police departments of their several districts, in cases of fire.

I have, &c.

To the Special Magistrates of (signed) J. H. Ponsonby,

District (A.) Town and the Rural Divisions. A. p Sec.

(No. 17.)

Sir, Raral Police Department, 5th April 1837.

Tae commissioners taking into consideration, at their meeting yesterday, your letter of

the 23d February, conveying the wish of his Excellency the Governor to be favoured

with their opinion :
ist. On the most eligible mode of rendering the exertions of the police departments

available, in their respective districts, in cases of fire.

edly. And whether such benefit might accrue to the public from providing each station-

house with fire-engines, water-buckets, &c., and the means of transperting them to the

neighbouring estates, as would warrant the additional cost of attaching establishments for

this particular service to the rural police departments, desire me to request, that you will

be pleased most respectfully to state to his Excellency,
ist. That in cases of fire, a detachment of the police of the district should immediately

repair to the spot, and give their aid in extinguishing the fire, and more especially in the

protection of property from plunder.
adly. That, considering the expense of attaching engines, &c. to the district stations,

and the difficulties of transporting them to any distance with sufficient expedition to be

of much service, (the rapidity of fire being so great in this climate,) the Board do not

regard the probable benefit to be derived from such establishment as warranting the addi-

tional cost of the undertaking.
I have, &c,

T. H. Ponsonby, Esq. (signed) John Mayers,

A. P. Secretary. Clerk.

 

—No. 626.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray No. 626.

MacGregor, Bart.
(No. 38.)

Sir, Downing-street, 15 June 1837.

I HAVE received your despatch, No. 75, of the 12th of April, enclosing a report

from the law-officer of the Crown on the subject of the Act, No. 606, for amend-

ing the Rural Police Act of Barbados, and I request that you will express to

Mr. Clarke my obligations to him for his very clear explanation of the effect of

this law, which will be submitted to His Majesty in Council for confirmation at

the earliest opportunity.
I have much satisfaction in observing, from the other enclosures accompanying

your despatch, your earnest desire to promote the improvement of the police

establishment of the colony. h
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

—No. 627.—

Exrracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, No. 627.

Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-House, Barbados, 8 February 1837.

(No, 25.)

“ T wave the honour to forward to your Lordship the undermentioned Act, passed Vide Appendix,

by the Legislature of this island, together with its summary, and the Crown law- No. 198.

officer’s opinion; viz.
“* An Act to Assess the Proprietors of Apprenticed Labourers towards the — No. 412.

Repair of the Public Roads.’”
521,
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Enclosure in No. 627.

(No. 612.)

An Act to Assess the Proprietors of Apprenticed Labourers towards the Repair of
the Public Roads.

Summary,
 

The first clause of this Bill enacts, that
after its passing, all proprietors of appren-
ticed labourers are thereby charged and
assessed for the repair of the public roads,
in the proportion of two for every five they

Opinion.
 

Without this law, the whole charge for
the repair of the roads, falls on the land-
owner; its object, therefore, is to tax the
persons possessing apprenticed labourers,
and thus make the charge more equal. It

may possess, to be sent to work thereon, in
such manner as owners of land furnish
labourers; and on their making default, to
forfeit for each labourer the same sum as is
made payable for labourers assessed on the
owners of land, to be recovered in like
manner. Proprietors of both land and Ja-
bourers are required, however, to send la-
bourers for that only which will give the
greatest returns; and satisfaction may be made bya money payment of 2s. 6d.
currency for each day’s labour for which they may be assessed; such payment
to be made previous to the day fixed for working such labour. The second
clause declares, that an annual return, on oath, shall be made to the church-
warden of the parish in which the apprenticed labourers are domiciled, by all
proprietors possessing five or more, under a penalty of §s. currency for each
apprenticed labourer neglected to be given in, to be recovered, on complaint
betore a justice of the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages, and applied to
the repair of the roads.

is, however, more than probable, that the
whole system will be remodelled, therebeing
a notice of a Bill to that effect now before
the Legislature.

(signed)

7 Feb. 1837.

R. Bowcher Clarke.

 

— No. 628.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Evan J.
Murray MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 29 April 1837.

“I save the honour to transmit to you an Order of His Majesty in Council,
dated the 26th instant, leaving to its operation the following Act passed by the
Legislature of Barbados :
“No. 612. * An Act to Assess the Proprietors of Apprenticed Labourers towards

the Repair of the Public Roads.’ ”

 

—No. 629.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Alurray MacGregor, Batt.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 116.)

My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 24 May 1837.
Tue enclosed papers relate to an appeal against the classification of a female

apprenticed labourer, named Rebecca.
Mr. Special Justice Garraway (Enclosure No. 2) describes this case as having

arisen in consequence of Rebecca’s application to be appraised as a non-preedial, her
owner claiming her services as a preedial apprentice ; and the special justice “ thinks
that Rebecca should have been classed originally as non-preedial, according to
the oath contained in clause 3 of the amended Act, and that the valuation of her
unexpired term of apprenticeship should consequently be made as non-preedial.”
The oath referred to is as follows: “1, A. B. do swear, that the distinctions

made in the return now presented by me of the classes of apprenticed labourers,
to which such of the respective slaves therein named belong, correspond with the
occupations usually performed by such apprenticed labourers in their state of
slavery for twelve months previous to the 28th day of August 1833.”
The Solicitor-general, whose opinion is given at length in enclosure No. 4,

observes,
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observes, that for the greater portion of this time, she (Rebecca) has beenhired

to herself, an indulgence which ought not to be turned to the employer’s

disadvantage, and which, of course, put an end to her occupation on the estate.

Now, the only occupation in which she has been employed is praedial labour;

there is no proof of a day’s employment, by those interested in her services, as a

domestic; and this being the case, I do not see how she could have been

registered as a domestic.
Had Rebecca been engaged in predial labour for 12 months previous to

the 28th of August 1833, the circumstance of her having been subsequently hired

to herself could not have removed her from the preedial class: but I confess it

does not occur to me, that the determination of this case should depend upon the

question of hiring.
The point to be ascertained under the Act is, what class of apprenticed labour

corresponds with the occupation usually performed by Rebecca, in her state of

slavery, for 12 months previous to the 28th day of August 1833.
The manager, John Gilkes, deposes, “* Rebecca was staying with her grand-

mother previous to her coming to the estate in June 1833.” The positive state-

ment of Rebecca herself, “ that Mr. Oxley (the chancellor) inquired as to what

she, Rebecca, was; and Mr. Rock, the manager, said a domestic,” does not seem

shaken by the evidence of this former manager, who “ cannot remember whether

Mr. Oxley inquired from witness of what class Rebecca was; nor does he think

he could have said a domestic, because Rebecca, during the period he remained on

the estate, was always hired out,” first, because the recollection of the witness is

admitted by himself to be indistinct, and, secondly, because the hiring out of

Rebecca could not define her class as an apprenticed labourer,

Mr. Gilkes, certainly, further affirms, that, “in June 1833, Mr. Gaskin took

over the estate, and Rebecca was called up. Rebecca remained on the estate

until November 1833. Witness put her to pick meat when she came home ; cannot

say whether Rebecca continued in this employment until he left in November

1833.” But the only portion of time interesting to this inquiry, is that between

August 1832 and August 1833; and allowing that she did pick meat, or grass,

and act as a preedial apprentice from the 1st of June to the 28th August 1833,

it appears clear that Rebecca did not so labour during the preceding nine months,

from the 28th of August 1832 to the 31st of May 1833.

As the special magistrate has very properly remarked, “ numerous appeals of

a similar nature are likely to result from the present inquiry,” I, therefore, solicit

your Lordship’s instructions for my future guidance.
In the meantime, directions have been issued, of which I hope your Lordship

will not find cause to disapprove, to Mr. Garraway (Enclosure No. 5) to decide

this case, according to his own original view of it, and I am happy to mention,

that Mr. Clarke fully acquiesces in the expediency of this course, to which my

inability to subscribe to his opinion has induced me to resort.

. I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosures in No. 629.

(No. 2.)

Sir, District (E.), 19 May 1837.

_ I nave the honour to enclose a certified copy of a case of appeal against the classifica-
tion of registry, lately preferred by a female apprentice, and have respectfully to request

that his Excellency will be pleased to submit the same for the opinion of his Majesty’s
Solicitor-general.

I have, &c.

T. H. Ponsonby, Acting Priv. Sec. (signed) § Joseph Garraway, S.J. P.

 

(No. 2.)

Aprgat of Rebecca, apprentice on Colleton estate, against certificate of registration
produced by Nathaniel Fodringham, owner; which states her to be a preedial apprentice
appellant, claiming the classification of non-preedial.
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Rebecca sworn: states, that she never worked in the field up to this hour, and that, con-
sequently, she was not employed in agriculture, or in any other predial labour, durin
the year beginning with 28th August 1832 and ending 28th August 1833; that in or
about the year 1833 she was hired out to herself, and her father paid the wages of one
dollar per month, and that she always considered herself as a domestic; appellantadds,
that when Mr. Fodringuam, the present owner of Colliton’s, was about purchasing the
estate, the ficld-labourers were put on one side, and the domestics on the other, in which
latter she was included; that Mr. Oxley (the chancellor) inquired as to what she, Rebecca,
was, and Mr. Rock, the manager, said a “ domestic;” she has continued to pay Mr. Fod-
ringham one dollar per month for wages since he took possession until now.

her
Rebecca x

mark.
Sworn before me, this 9th day of May 1837,

(signed) Joseph Garraway, S.J. P,

Witnesses summoned for Complainant: John R. Gilkes and Joseph Rock.
Station House, Tuesday, 11 May 1837.

Defendant appeared this day, pursuant to summons, and appellant’s depositionhaving
been read, states, that when he purchased the estate, in September 1835, the apprentice,
Rebecca, was included in the list of predials attached; produces certificate of registration,
John R.Giikes, sworn: Was managerofColleton estate from November 1830 to November

1833; fora period of about 15 or 20 months after his management witness did not see
Rebecca, In June 1833 Mr. Gaskin took over the estate, and Rebecca was called up;
Rebecca remained on the estate until November 1833; witness put her to pick meat when
she came home; cannot say whether Rebecca continued in this employment until he left
in November 1833. Mr. Gaskin, after some time, agreed to allow the people who had
before hired themselves out to do so again; Rebecca was one of the number; this hap-
pened previous to witness quitting the estate in November 1833.

John R. Gilkes,
Sworn before me, this 11th day of May 1837,

(signed) Joseph Garraway, 8. J.P.

By Defendant.] From June 1833 to November 1833, Rebecca was not employed by
Witness as a domestic; believes that Mr. Gaskin brought home Rebecca when he took it
over, and put her in the field, as a praedial, before he allowed her to be hired out again.

By Special Magistrate.] Rebecca was staying with her grandmother previous to her
coming to the estate in June 1833, when Mr. Gaskin took it over.

Station-House, Monday, 15 May 1837.
Joseph Rock, sworn: Was manager of Colleton estate from November 1833 to October

1835; Rebecca was hired during the whole of the time; cannot remember whether
Mr. Oxley inquired from witness of what class Rebecca was, nor does he think he could
have said a domestic, because Rebecca, during the period he remained on the estate, was
always hired out.

Joseph Rock.
Sworn before me, this 15th day of May 1837,

(signed) Joseph Garraway, S.J. P.

Certified to be a true Copy,
(signed) Joseph Garraway.

This investigation has arisen in consequence of Rebecca’s application to be appraised as
non-preedial, her owner claiming her services as predial apprentice, per enclosed certificate.
The opinion of his Majesty’s Solicitor-general is requested, on account of the numerous
appealsof a similar nature which are likely to result from the present inquiry. As far as
the special magistrate is enabled to judge, he decidedly thinks that Rebecca should have
been classed origivally as non-predial, according to the oath contained in clause 3 of the
amended Act, and that the valuation of her unexpired term of apprenticeship should, con-
sequently, be made as non-predial.

19 May 1837. (signed) § Joseph Garraway, S.J. P.

 

(No. 3.)

MEMORANDUM.
Tue Solicitor-general’s opinion is requested on the enclosed case of an appeal against

the classification of registry, hy Rebecca, a female apprentice on Colleton estate, as
received this day from Mr. J. Garraway, S. J. P. of District (E).

By command,

Private Secretary’s Office, 7. H. Ponsonby, Acting Priv. Sec.
20 May 1837.
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(No. 4.)

Tux law declares that no person shall be included in the class of predials unless such

ersons shall have been habitually employed in agriculture, &c. for 12 months preceding

the 28th of August 1833; and it is certainly incumbent on the person declaring Rebecca

to belong to the preedial class to afford some proof of her occupation during the proba-

tionary period. The evidence is very unsatisfactory; for the greater portion of this time

she has been hired to herself, an indulgence which ought not to be turned to the employer's

disadvantage, and which, of course, put an end to her occupation on the estate. Now, the

only occupation in which she has been employed is predial labour; there is no proof of

a day’s employment, by those interested in her services as a domestic; and this being the

case, I do not see how she could have been registered as a domestic; while I think it

would be extremely unjust, because her employer did not actually compel her to labour in

the field during the period alluded to, but allowed her to purchase exemption from that

labour, and to have the benefit of her own time to consider that permission as sufficient

evidence to set aside her registration, which appears to have been originally made bond fide.

So far as her employment on the estate went, it was predial, it ceased only when she was

hired to herself, and I do not think that cessation for her own ease ought now to change
her class, or deprive the employer of the benefit to be derived from her valuation as a

predial. I have, in consequence of the remark of the special justice, deferred my opinion

on this case, in order that I might consider it in al] its bearings, and [ confess that it

appears to me that I should be doing an injustice to the defendant if I came to the con-

clusion which authorized an alteration of the registry, where it was manifest that the only

cause of the strictest letter of the law not being complied with was an accommodation to
the complainant, obtained at her own request, and for her own benefit, and therefore not to
be turned to his wrong.

22 May 1837. (signed) R. Boucher Clarke.

 

(No. 5.)
Sir, Private Secretary’s Office, 24 May 1837.
Tux Governor has referred the case of Rebecca, a female apprenticed labourer, to the

Solicitor-general, agreeably to the request preferred by you in your letter of the 19th
instant; but notwithstanding that law officer’s opinion, his Excellency approves of your
acting on your own impression, that this female should have been originally classed as a
non-predial apprentice, which you will be pleased to do accordingly, Jeaving to the
defendant, should he think proper, to appeal from your decision in the mode prescribed
by the Abolition Act.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) I. H. Ponsonby,

Joseph Garraway, Esq,, 8. J.P. Acting Priv. Sec.
&. &e. Ke,

—_No. 630.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
; MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 47.)
Sir, Downing-street, 27 July 1837.

I wave received your despatch (No. 116) of the 24th May, with its enclosures,
relating to an appeal against the classification of a female apprenticed labourer,
named Rebecca. ,

It appears, from these papers, that Rebecca claims to be appraised as a non-
ptedial apprentice, and that Mr. Garraway, the special justice, concurs in the
justice of that claim. On the other hand, her owner claims her services as a
pradial apprentice, and he is supported in his view of the case by the opinion of
the Solicitor-general of Barbados, who had been consulted on the subject.
You state, that directions have been issued to Mr. Garraway, the special justice,

to decide this case according to his own original view of it; and, adverting to the
probability that numerous appeals of a similar nature are likely to result from the
present inquiry, you solicit my instructions for your future guidance.

have to express my concurrence in, and adoption of, your opinion on this
case, although opposed to that of the Solicitor-general of Barbados, from whom

I must at all times differ with regret and reluctance. There is no proof that
Rebecca was habitually employed asa field-labourer during the year which imme-
diately preceded the enactment of the slavery abolition law. There is, on the
other hand, conclusive proof that, during the greater part of that year, she was
otherwise employed. It is admitted that, under these circumstances, the text and
letter of the law entitled her to be classed as a non-pradial apprenticed labourer.
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But it is urged that her former owner might have employed her in the field ; that
her employment in a different manner was an act of kindness; and that itwould
be unjust if she should be now permitted to found upon ita title injurious to his
interests. To this argument there would appear to be more than one conclusive
answer: First, considerations of this nature cannot be admitted to defeat the
unequivocal and plain terms of a statute. Secondly, the alleged kindness of the
motive for exempting Rebecca from field-labour is not very clearly established; at
least it is not shown that it involved any sacrifice of the owner’s interests. Instead
of exacting her services, he accepted from her a monthly payment of a dollar ;
and it is not shown that she would have earned more for him by working in the
field-gang. But, thirdly and chiefly, it is a mistake to suppose that Parliament
intended to confer on the non-preedial slaves any advantage which was denied to
the praedials, or that, by being classed among the former, Rebecca can be con-
sidered as obtaining any benetit, or her employer as incurring any loss. Whether
the views of the authors of that statute may, in this respect, have been just or
otherwise, it is for the present purpose needlessto inquire; as there can’ be no
doubt of the fact, that the indefinite term of daily service, which they exacted
from the non-priedial class, was considered as an equivalent for the shorter term
of their apprenticeship. Therefore the Solicitor-general’s argument, that the
employer would be made the sufferer by his own kindness to Rebecca, proceeds
on the inadmissible assumption that the one condition of apprenticeship was
really more disadvantageous to the employer than the other.

For these reasons, I have to convey to you my approval of your decision in this
case.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 631. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

(No. 49.)
Government-House, Barbados,

My Lord, 26 Dec. 1836.
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the charge of the chiefjustice,

and reply of the grand jury, at the sessions held in Bridgetown during the
present month.

IT have, &c.

(signed) £.J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosures in No. 631.

(No. 1.)

Cuarce of his Honor Mr. Chief Justice Oxley to the Grand Jury, and their Reply;
Sessions held in Bridgetown, between the 12th and 17th December 1836.

His Honor the Chief Judge’s Speech.

Mr. Foreman, and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury,

I wave great pleasure in recognising in the grand inquest of the island gentlemen of
such tried experience and sound judgment, whose characters standhigh in this commu-
nity for integrity and firmness, and who [ feel assured will perform their important duties
with satisfaction to the public, uninfluenced by prejudice or partiality. —

It is a subject of sincere regret that the calendar exhibits so great a number of indict-
ments, many of them of an atrocious nature. Whilst, however, I congratulate the country
on the absence of that most heinous of crimes, rape, for the suppression of which it has
been found necessary to inflict the severest penalties of the law, I feel it my duty to
impress most forcibly upon your minds the great majority of offences charged for house-
breaking and larcenies; these crimes are more than likely to increase, if not timely repressed
by exemplary punishment, and by stronger enactments than at present exist for their
prevention.

.I feel it almost unnecessary, gentlemen, to advert to the security with which ourselves
and families have hitherto retired to our beds, without anxiety or uneasiness fur our per-

sons
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sons or properties, and with a perfect conviction of safety and protection ; when, however,

we reflect that previous to the recent change in our social systetn most of those offences

which now swell the calendar never reached the public eye, but were punished in a mild

and summary manner by our former species of patriarchal government, it is not matter

of surprise that crime has apparently been on the increase amongst our dense and unen-

lightened population since the abolition of colonial slavery.
‘An important change has certainly been effected in the moral and religious conduct and

feelings of our apprenticed labourers by the zealous and persevering exertions of the Lord

Bishop of the diocese, and his able assistants, the archdeacon and clergy of the island.

Let us therefore indulge the hope, that, at’no distant period, their continued pious labours

will be crowned with the success which they so deservedly merit.
Our gracious Sovereign, endeared to West Indians by the reminiscences of his early

life, with a paternal solicitude for the welfare of the whole, has been pleased to remove

from the government of this colony to that of Jamaica bis Excellency Sir Lionel Smith,

at a period when, by his firm but cenciliating conduct, everything was working well for
the interests of all classes. Much as we must at this crisis deplore the loss of one of the
best friends of the island, we have great cause of gratulation in the arrival of a successor

in his Excellency Sir E.J. Murray MacGregor, a gentleman equally distinguished by his

military reputation, and his civil political experience, and whose anxiety for the public

good, so frequently evinced since his accession to this government, is an assurance to us

that he will pursue that impartial line of conduct, which won our esteem, and produced
such a general feeling of regret for the loss of his predecessor.
A bountiful and omnipotent Providence has been mercifully pleased, since the com-

mencement of our new system of agricultural labour, to bless this productive little country

with happiness, peace, andplenty 5 and the wisdom and energy of the several branches of

the Legislature, secorded by the practical knowledge and discretion of many of our

influential agriculturists, have provided, and reduced to practice, such remedies as are

likely to insure a continuance of those blessings with which we have been so abundantly
favoured.
We have fora considerable period been anticipating a change in our colonial juris-

rudence, which will relieve the civilians of this island of those onerous duties which, from

immemorial usage, they have to perform, in discharging the office of chief justice of our
criminal courts. It is, however, gratifying to know that his Majesty’s Solicitor-general,

the Hon. R. B. Clarke, will, with his acknowledged probity and ability, solve any difficul-
ties that you may feel it necessary to submit to his consideration.

It will be your duty, gentlemen, to examine into the state and discipline of the prison,

to present all nuisances and other public abuses, and to suggest the adoption of such mea-

sures as are best calculated to increase the peace and prosperity of this ancient and loyal
colony.
 

(No. 2.)

The following is the Reply of the Grand Jury to the Charge of the Chief Justice.

May it please your Honor,
The duties for which we are selected on the opening of the court of grand sessions

having been brought to a close, we now offer to your Honor our best thanks for the excel-
lent charge you were pleased to make to us as the grand inquest of the island.
We cordially respond to your Honor’s congratulation on the absence at the present

court of that most heinous of crimes, rape; but we regret that the many examples which
have been made of late for its suppression, in inflicting the heaviest penalties of the
Jaw on several criminals, have not had the effect of. thoroughly checking the foul dispo-
sition to perpetrate the offence, an attempt to commit this disgraceful crime having been
brought under our consideration.

Itis to us a painful reflection that so many cases of housebreaking and larcenies have
been the subject of investigation at the present court; and we fear that offences of this
nature are likely to increase, from the circumstance of the lower orders of society being
too much given to nightly meetings for dancing and gambling, which, leading them into
expenses beyond their means, robberies are resorted to, to uphold them in their unlawful
practices; and unless a check be put to these demoralizing meetings, it is doubtful whether
“the security with which ourselves and families have hitheito retired to our beds” will much
longer be enjoyed by us, without “anxiety or uneasiness for our persons or property.”

Although the cases of offences placed on the calendar are numerous, yet they do not
furnish the means of correctly ascertaining whether crime is on the increase, since the
recent change in our social system necessarily brings under public uotice many offences
which, in slavery, were disposed of by the master.
We have much pleasure in concurring with your Honor, that the zealous and persevering

exertions of our Lord Bishop, and his able assistants, the archdeacon and clergy of the
island, have produced an important change in the moral and religious conduct and feelings
of our apprenticed labourers ; and we sincerely hope their continued pious labours will be
crowned with the success which they so deservedly merit.
_ Iv deploring, as wedo, the loss which this island has sustained, at a most critical period,
in the removal, by our gracious Sovereign, of his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith from this
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government to that of Jamaica, yet we are consoled in having as his successor his Excel.
lency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, who has, since his arrival amongst us, evinced such
anxiety for the public good, that we augur the happiest results from his administration.
We are gratefully thankful to a kind and merciful Providence for the blessings of ha

piness, peace, and plenty, which we have enjoyed since the commencement of our new
system of agriculture; and we look with confidence to the wisdom and energy of our
Legislature to apply such remedies as may, from time to time, be found wanting to insure
the successful working of the great experiment of slave emancipation.

Whilst we congratulate the country on the intended change in our colonial jurisprudence
to place a professional judge in the chair, which we have pleasure in remarking has been
so ably filled by your Honor during the present sessions, we should do an act of
injustice to those gentlemen who have hitherto been called on to preside at this court, were
we to withhold from them our graieful acknowledgments of the integrity of purpose which
has ever marked their conduct in the discharge of the arduous duties confided to them,

It is gratifying to us to assure your Honor that our labours in investigating the several
cases submitted to us by the court have been greatly lightened by the clear and ready
explanations of his Majesty’s Solicitor-general, the Hon. R. Bowcher Clarke, in all cases of
difficulty; and we beg to return to that highly-talented gentleman our heartfelt thanks for
the valuable assistance he has on this occasion extended to us, and to the country at large
and we fervently hope that he may long live for the benefit of this his native isle. ,
We beg to report to your Honor, that we have minutely inspected the gaol, and we

willingly accord to that most excellent public officer, Benjamin Walrond, Esq., and his
under officers, our testimony of the cleanliness and excellent management we observed in
the various departments of the prison. The country is much indebted to the Board of
superintending commissioners for the very judicious arrangements which they have made
in the building; and when the solitary cells, which are about to be constructed, shall be
completed, so as to afford increased means of restraining the more refractory and hardened
of its inmates, there can be no doubt that our prison discipline will be greatly improved.

In now taking leave of your Honor, we do so with the warmest good wishes for a con«
tinuance of health, to enable your Honor to give your native country the benefit of your
valuable services.
 

—No. 632.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt.
to Lord Glenelg.

(No. 146.)
My Lord, Government-House, Barbados, 24 June 1837.

T HAvE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the charge of the chief justice,
and reply of the grand jury, at the sessions held in Bridgetown, during the
present month.
Of six prisoners, continued from the sessions of December 1836, four were

discharged for want of prosecution, &c., the indictment of one was ignored, and
one sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, with hard labour, and to be three times
publicly flogged, 39 stripes each time.
Of 70 prisoners in June 1837, there have been

Discharged for want of prosecution, &. - - + - 1
Indictments ignored - = © © -  -
Bailed - + - - - - - - - -
Continued and remanded - - + + «- - -
Recognizances forfeited - - - - - -
Sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, with hard labour, and

to be three times publicly flogged, 39 stripes each time -
Sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, with hard labour -

Ditto to 12 months’ imprisonment, with hard labour ==
Ditto to six months’ imprisonment, with hard labour
Ditto to three months’ imprisonment, with hard labour
Ditto to 12 months’ imprisonment = - - - - =
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Female Prisoners.

Sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, with hard labour - 79
Ditto to three months’ imprisonment, with hard labour - 2
Ditto to six months’ imprisonment = - - - - 1

Total - - - 6y
—_eoe

Conformably
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Conformably with the Act authorizing the employment of the prisoners upon

ublic works, those confined in gaol, and sentenced to hard labour, are divided

into three distinct classes.
“ Class the first, to consist of all able-bodied, and convicted male felons, who,

when employed on public works without the prison walls, shall be secured by

such or similar fetters as are used for convicts in England, the same to be

furnished at the public expense; the said felons also to be clothed in a party-

coloured dress and cap, which they must be compelled to wear, and which are

also to be furnished at the public cost.”

“ The second class, to consist of all able-bodied male prisoners, under sentence

of hard labour, who are not felons, to be worked as aforesaid, without any fetters,

or party-coloured clothing, but to be provided, at the public expense, with proper

and suitable clothing, when necessary for decency and comfort.”
“ The third class, to consist of all female prisoners under sentence of hard

labour, to be worked in the gaol alone, in the breaking of stone, or such other

labour as the commissioners may from time to time direct.”

Of the prisoners sentenced to be flogged, the stripes nave been entirely remitted

in two instances, and the second and third portions of the rest will also be remitted,

unless they very seriously misconduct themselves as prisoners. Fetters and party-

coloured dress have been dispensed with in the case of four male convicts. The

hard Jabour of one of the male, and of four of the female prisoners, has been
remitted; half the time of one male has been remitted, and that of four of the

female prisoners is likewise to be reduced, unless they shall seriously misconduct
themselves.
No prisoners have been condemned to transportation ; but one, I regret to say,

is now under sentence of death, having been convicted of shooting, with intent to
kill; and of those remanded, two are private soldiers accused of murder.

It is satisfactory, however, to be enabled to solicit your Lordship’s attention to
the observation of Sir Reynold Alleyne, who presided as chief justice, in that
honourable baronet’s charge to the jury, that “ whilst the calendar exhibits many

serious offences, yet the great diminution, both in number of criminals and in
capital offences, since the last assizes, justifies the conclusion, that by the salutary
administration of the laws a great and radical reform is working in all classes of
the community,”

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosures in No. 632.

(No. 1.)

The Chief Justice’s Charge to the Grand Inquest, held at Bridgetown,
Tuesday, June 13, 1837.

Mr. Foreman, and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury,
A coIncIDENcE of circumstances, over which I have had no control, has placed me once

more in this chair. If an ardent desire to faithfully discharge the important duties of
chiefjustice, if a mind unbiassed by any prejudices, and a firm reliance in an all-wise
Providence to direct and guide me, can avail, I venture to hope, that with the assistance
of an enlightened bench, my labours will be beneficial to my country, and that the
sentences of the court will tend to correct crime and immorality, and thereby advance
virtue and good order amongst all classes of society.
_ There is no country more famed than this is for the ability and integrity of its grand
juries: andI feel confident, Mr. Foreman and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, that you will
give such unremitted attention to the indictments presented to you by his Majesty’s
Attorney-general, that you will neither suffer an innocent person to be arraigned at the
bar of this court, nor a guilty one to escapea trial for any offence committed against the
laws of the country. Should any legal difficulties arise in the course of your investiga-
tions, I refer you to the court, confident, as I am, that under its peculiar construction, it
will receive every assistance and advice from my learned friend, his Majesty’s Solicitors
general, who, to great patriotism, unites candour, firmness of character, and extensive legal
knowledge. Whilst the calendar exhibits many serious offences, yet the great diminution,
we in number of criminals and of capital offences, since the last assizes, justifies me in
the conclusion, that by the salutary administration of the laws a great and radical reform
38 working in all classes of this community. | cannot, gentlemen, forbear to congratulate
mon the present prosperous state of our island. We have lived in awful times, but whilst

» we
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we have lived to deplore some of the dispensations of Providence, yet in His judgment He
hath not forgotten mercy. Under the efficient and zealous labours of our highly-talented
learned, and justly-esteemed diocesan, assisted by an‘active and intelligent body of cler .
we have seen our parish churches raised from their mouldering ruins into edifices far betier
adapted than heretofore to the improved and changed state of our dense population
Chapels have been erected in every direction, and Christianity is spreading its benign
and salutary influence throughout our native land. Under these very favourable circum-
stances, and blessed as we are with a Governor, whose valour as a soldier entitled him to
the patronage and favourable consideration of his most gracious Majesty, and who has
proved himself well worthy of the important trust confided in him, by exercising his talents
and judgment to promote the best interests of all classes of this community, I venture
to affirm we shall gradually emerge from our present state to the far more desirable one of
free labour, without sustaining those serious losses, and witnessing convulsions, which under
. ress judicious, vigorous, and impartial administration, might justly have beenappre-
ended,

 

(No. 2.)

The following is the Reply of the Grand Jury to the Chief Justice's Charge.

May it please your Honor,

We, the Grand Inquest, beg leave to return your Honor our unfeigned acknowledg-
ments for the very comprehensive charge you were pleased to deliver to us on the com-
mencement of this session, and sincerely hope it is the will of aa all-wise Providence that
you may live long to enjoy your health, and continue to freside aschief justice, when
called upon, for the benefit of your native country.

As your Honor was pleased to call upon us to discharge the important duties of grand
jurors, we accepted the trust, and have endeavoured to perform it to the bestofour
abilities, and, we hope, to the satisfaction of your Honor and the court, having suffered
neither an innocent person to be arraigned at the bar of the court, nor a guilty one to
escape the ends ofjustice for any offence he may have committed against the laws of his
country. We also trust that the examples of punishment made during the sitting of this
court may tend to the diminution of crime, and thereby promote religion and virtue among
all classes of our society.
We cannot but respond to the sentiments expressed by your Honor, that through the

zeal and energies of the Lord Bishop and the clergy, we have seen our churches once more
raised trom their ruins, and other places of worship erected for the promotion of Christi-
anity. The Grand Inquest cannot fail equally to acquiesce with your Honor in the enco-
miums you have been pleased to pass upon our highly-esteemed and excellent Governor.

In conclusion, the Grand Inquest hope, by their own humble exertions, and the able
assistance they have received from their very talented countryman, his Majesty’s Solicitor-
general, upon the delivery of the various indictments committed to their charge, they have
prosecuted and terminated their labours with diligence, fidelity, and impartiality.

 

~— No. 633. —_—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir . J. Purray
MacGregor, Bart.

(No. 50.)
Sir, Downing-street, 12 August 1837.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch (No. 146) of
the 24th of June, enclosing the charge of the chief justice, and the reply of the
grand jury, at the sessions held during that month.

It is very gratifying to me to be assured, on the authority both of yourself and
of the presiding judge, that there is reason to indulge the hope that a great dimi-
nution has taken place in the amount of crime committed in Barbados ; a fact the
more important, because the calendar, even in its reduced state, exhibits a most
formidable catalogue of offences against the law.

_ I entirely approve, as far as I have the means of estimating, the measures taken
by you for disposing of the prisoners, and I trust that their labour on the public
works will be conducted under such a careful superintendence, as may render it
effectual for the great end of deterring others from the commission of similar
crimes. With this view, it will be necessary to maintaina strict discipline, and,
ipossible, the observance of entire silence, among the convicts, during the hours
of labour.

I regret



I regret that you should have been subjected to the necessity of mitigating the
I have not the least reason to doubt

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

sentences of the court in so many cases.
the propriety of those mitigations, or what is, in effect, the same thing, the undue

severity of the sentences; but it appears to me unfortunate that the Executive

Government and the judicial authorities should thus frequently be placed in a

contrast invidious to the latter. Perhaps you will be able to enter into a confi-

dential communication with the judges on this subject.

I have, &c.

(signed)
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BRITISH GUIANA.

(No. 179.) — No. 634.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., K.c.3.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 27 June 1836.
I HAVE great pleasure in laying before your Lordship the accompanying

authenticated copy of an ordinance for the better regulation of the respective
duties of masters and articled servants in British Guiana. I have very little
doubt but that the several enactments of this ordinance (prepared as they are
in a spirit of perfect equality and reciprocity in compelling the performance of
the engagements by which the parties in question may severally be bound) will
meet with His Majesty’s most gracious approbation.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 635.—
(No. 163.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. Carmichael
Smyth, Bart., K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 October.1836.
I wAvE received your despatch, dated the 27th of June, No. 179, enclosing

en ordinance enacted by yourself, with the advice and consent of the Court of
Policy of British Guiana, on the 22d of that month, for the better regulation
and enforcement of the relative duties of masters and employers, and articled
servants, tradesmen, and labourers in British Guiana.

This ordinance has appeared to me to require more than ordinary attention,
because the effect of it is to regulate the relations which are to subsist between
the proprietors of estates and the labouring population after the close of the
system established by the Act of Parliament for the abolition of slavery. What-
ever measures may be taken, and whatever principles may be sanctioned on this
subject in any one colony, will necessarily form a precedent for imitation in any
other, and no question of this nature can therefore be viewed in its bearing upon
the particular settlement only in which it may have originated.
The general effect of this ordinance may, with little inaccuracy, be said to be

to continue, in respect of all persons who shall enter into indentures of appren-
ticeship, the existing relations between the employer and the apprenticed
labourer, althqugh without the intervention of a special magistracy. The most
material exception is, that the apprenticeship to be constituted under this
ordinance would not render the apprentice liable to personal chastisement in
case of misconduct.

If any large proportion of the whole society should be placed in this new
state of apprenticeship, I should regard the continuance of the special magistracy
as an indispensable part of the scheme, and if, as is far more probable, the
whole number of apprentices should be comparatively very small, yet still I
should consider it necessary that a proportionate number of special magistrates
should be maintained for their protection.

It shouid be an essential part of such a law as the present, to except from its
operation any person brought as an apprentice from Africa. If, under that
name, labourers should be recruited on any part of the African coast, the con-
sequence would inevitably be a direct encouragement to the slave trade in the
interior, and a plausible, if not a just, reproach against this country of insincerity
in our professions on that subject.
A further condition must be, that no person imported as an apprentice from

any other British colony should be liable to serve in Guiana for any longer
period than that in which the value of his service should repay the cost of the
advances made for his voyage; and upon the repayment of that cost, by that
or any other means, such a person should always be at perfect liberty to quit
the colony. In the absence of such regulations, the older colonies may be

deprived
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deprived of their adult and most valuable male population, by exaggerated or

false accounts of the prospects awaiting them in Guiana. Hence, as I have

ample cause to know, will arise extreme discontents amongst the proprietors in

those colonies; and hence, also, will follow restrictive and vexatious laws,

designed to prevent such emigrations. The principle must be that of a perfect

freedom in the choice of the place in which the emancipated slave may thihk

proper to settle himself and to earn his living. We have no right to confine

him to a single colony, if his interests or inclinations are opposed to that con-

fmement. But, on the other hand, it would be unjust to permit a Negro in the

Bahamas, or Antigua, to whom Guiana is a remote, and unknown, and almost a

foreign country, to fetter himself by an indissoluble contract for service there

for a long course of years; he has nothing to learn as an apprentice, and can

acquire, by removing to Guiana, no profitable art or knowledge. The single

advantage must be that of earning better wages; and, if experience should

teach him that even this advantage is unattainable, it would be unjust to hold

him to a contract entered into on his part in inevitable ignorance.

The contract of apprenticeship is to continue as long as seven years. ‘This,

in the case of adults, seems a very protracted period, in a case where the

labourer is to acquire no knowledge or skill which may not be completely

taught in a very few months or weeks. There is no species of human labour

more rude than that of a plantation Negro. An apprenticeship of three or four

years would, I apprehend, fully answer every useful purpose.

I do not perceive that any security is taken in case of agreements entered

into beyond the limits of the colony, against the terms of them being mis-

understood by the apprentice,,and inaccurately defined in the body of the

instrument. Yet in such contracts, which are to affect the condition of the

party for the whole of his life, such precautions are emphatically necessary.

Under these circumstances, I cannot announce to you at present His Majesty's

confirmation of this ordinance. On an occasion of such importance, I think it

probable that His Majesty will deem it right to consult his Privy Council, and

to confirm this law, with such amendments as they may propose for His

Majesty’s approbation. In the meantime, it will have the effect of law in the

colony; but it cannot be too generally known, that amendments, such as I have

noticed, are not unlikely to be made. This may tend to check speculations,

which, in the result, might be frustrated by a change in the law.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 636.—
(No. 264.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., K.c.B.
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 22 December 1836.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 31st October, No. 163, relative to the ordinance passed in this colony

on the 27th June last, regulating the relative duties of masters and articled
servants.

I take the liberty of respectfully laying before your Lordship a detailed state-

ment of the number of articled servants, who have been imported into this

colony from the Ist August 1834 until thé passing of the ordinance in question;
as also from the period of the passing of the ordinance until the present date.
Your Lordship will perceive that, out of a total of 1,336 individuals, only 15 are
bound to serve for seven years; 22 are engaged for only six months; 320 for
one year; 78 for two years; 78 for three years; 319 for four years; 432 for

five years; only four for six years. The period of seven years is fixed in the
ordinance as the maximum of the length of any engagement which the law
will allow. Articled servants may and (as the Returns I have the honour to
enclose clearly demonstrate) are, however, imported, subject to the shortest
period of compulsory labour for which they may think proper to stipulate.

In the ordinance in question it has been my anxious endeavour to afford
every protection to the articled servant, and, at the same time, to place in the

power of the master the means of enforcing obedience, and of obtaining a
reasonable quantity of work; some regulations were imperiously called for.

521. The
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BRITISH The ordinance in question has not been framed solely with a view to the govern-
GUIANA. ment of indented labourers, who may be imported from the islands, but to
—_ enable master workmen, and others, to maintain their authority over the various

indented mechanics who arrive here daily from England, and who are but too
apt, from the facility of acquiring spirits in this colony, to become habitual
drinkards. The old Dutch regulations allowed to the masters of articled
servants the power of inflicting corporal chastisement, to the extent that a
father would administer to his son. This vague and ill-defined power could
hardly, under any circumstances, have been resorted to. The ordinance has,
consequently, been prepared with a view to meet the various contingencies to
which I have referred; and I am gratified to find that, for the present, your
Lordship is pleased to allow it to remain in force. It has no reference whatever
to the apprenticed labourer in this colony; nor can it interfere with him, either
in his present state, or in the free condition in which he will be after the
Ist August 1840. It is very true that it so far interferes with the apprenticed
labourers of other colonies, as to allow of their being imported here as articled
servants. The apprenticed labourers in question must have, however, previously
purchased from their employers the remainder of their servitude as appren-
ticed labourers, before they could leave the colony in which they were located;
and, consequently, no immediate pecuniary loss can be complained of by their
former employer. The interest of all parties will, however, be equally protected
by restricting the duration of the period of servitude of all articled or indented
servants who may be imported into British Guiana to a period of two years.
I do not think that any practical evil would result to the planters in this colony
if the period of the servitude of imported servants was limited to two years.
I apprehend there would be a difficulty in limiting the duration of the servitude
to the time required to repay the expense of the passage-money, as suggested
by your Lordship, inasmuch as, the immigrants arriving from various colonies,
and in various vessels, the period of servitude would be different in almost every
case. Two years of servitude in this colony would be the period I should
propose, as the most eligible for all parties.

I have, &e.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosures in No. 636.

Encl. in No. 636, Demerara and Essequibo Registrar’s Office.

(No. 1.)

RecaPitutation of Registered Indentured Servants, &c., from 1st August 1834
to 21st June 1836.
 

Number For | Fora Years} For2 Years} Boys till
of For For For For For For 4 Years aud and a1 Yean of

Individuals and
Indentured.| * Year. )2 Years.) 3 Years./ 4 Years.| § Years.|7 Years. 2 Months. 6 Months. | a Months. Age.
 

621 63 2 12 76 426| 10 7 1 9 15       
(No. 2.)

RecapiTuLation of Registered Indentured Servants, &c., from 28th June
to 14th December 1836.
 

 

 

        

Number j., For For For For Till 21
of For1 Fora) Forg| For | Fors} For7 4 Years| 2 Years For6| 1 Year| 1 Year For Year

Individuals and and and 11 and hs.) 2
Indentured. Year. pearsFeet 4 Years.|Years./ Years. 1 Month. |1 Month. Years. Months, 6Months. 6 Months Age.

\

715 | 257) 76; 66] 245) 61 8| 22 5 4 2 3 22 2

From 1st August 1834 to 21st June 18396 0 - - - - - - 621
From 2&th June to 14th December 1836 - - -~— - - = 918
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(No. 194.) -—— No. 637. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth,
Bart., K.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 March 1837.

I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order passed by His

Majesty in Council, confirming, with amendments, as announced to you in my

despatch of the 31st October last, an ordinance passed by yourself and the Court

of Policy, on the 22d June 1836, intituled “ An Ordinance for the better regu-

jation and enforcement of the relative Duties of Masters and Employers, and

Articled Servants, Tradesmen, and Labourers, in British Guiana.”
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

(No. 182.) — No. 638. —
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., K.C.B.,

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 7 July 1836.

1 HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a circular letter addressed by

my orders to the sheriffs and justices of this colony; the object of which,

although not perhaps of any very great importance, yet, as being connected with

the desirable object of doing away all remains and recollections of the former

state of slavery, and introducing a kinder feeling between the employers and the

labourers, has appeared to me as a matter not to beoverlooked.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure in No. 638.

(Circalar.)

Sir, Georgetown, 29 June 1836.

Tu Lieutenant- governor is very desirous that the word “ Driver,” as being so much

connected with the former state of slavery, should be no longer made use of upon the

estates; and that the word “ Foreman,” a term equally indicative of the duties tn be

performed, and more in unison with the present and future condition .of the labourers,

and more in accordance with their feelings, should be substituted.

His Excellency requests of you to have the goodness to use your influence amongst the

proprietors and managers in your district and neighbourhood, so as to bring about this

desirable change with as little delay as possible.
T have, &c.

To His Honor the High Sheriff, (signed) Henry John Baird,

and to each of the Sheriffs and Justices Assistant Government Sec.

in British Guiana.
 

(No. 145.) — No. 639. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth,
Bart., K.C.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 August 1836.

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch, No. 182, of the 7th of July,

enclosing a copy of a circular letter which you had caused to be addressed to

the sheriffs and justices of British Guiana, with a view to effect the substitution

of a more appropriate designation than that of “Driver” for the persons

entrusted with the supervision of the apprenticed labourers. In reply, I beg to

convey to you my entire approval of this circular, and of the just and liberal

motives by which it was suggested.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

(No. 184.) — No. 640. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., K.C.B.,

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 10 July 1836.

I wave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly

Reports from the 15 stipendiary special justices in British Guiana, for the month

of June. J have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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Enclosure in No. 640. re

EPITOME of the Montuty Reports from the Firrrzy STIPENDIARy

DISTRICT (A)

QUESTIONS. DISTRICT (B.)

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented, and
cheerful ?

Eastern Division.

K., Heyland, Esq.

Yes. I have visited and
inspected the hospitals on
15 estates (names given in
original report.)

Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

They are.

A.M. Lyons,Esq.

Yes. I have visited 29
estates during the month
(names given in original
report.)

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and goodwill?

In general the labour
has been done willingly.

They have, with the ex-
ception of a small number
of the people on plantation
* Clonbrock.’

Generally speaking, the
work has been performed
with goodwill.

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

On plantations ‘ Good
Hope,’ Mr. M‘Turk, attor-
ney; P, Ennis, manager ;—~
‘Spring Hall,’ J. Jones,
attorney; R. Trotman, ma-
nager ;—~‘ Strathhaven,’ J.
Stuart, attorney; G. Ran-
kin, manager ;—‘ Letter T.’,
T. Rogers, proprietor, and
J.Weespart, manager; the
labour for a short time
during the month was not
readily performed.

On plantation ‘ Clon-
brock,’ as above stated, a
few of the people have been
very idle and obstinate, par-
ticularly during the early
part of the month; they
are, however, improving in
their conduct.

Plantation ‘Better Hope,
attorney, Dr. M‘Turk; ma-
nager, J. Walker ;—plan-
tation ‘ Industry,’ attorney,
A. Simpson, Esq. ; manager,
J. Forte. On these estates
the work has not been rea-
dily performed.

 

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or ‘do the labourers
prefer working the 74 hours
per day, as fixed by law ?

Voluntary task-work is
almost invariably performed
by the apprenticed labour-
ers, who however sometimes
labour the seven and a haif
hours, as fixed by law.

Voluntary task-work is
most generally in use in
my district; the managers
and apprenticed labourers
taking the tariff as their
guide.

Task-work is generally
resorted to.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
in your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay-by for two or
three hours in the middle of
the day, and then to complete
their seven hours and a half in
the afternoon, (by which divi-
sion of their labour they have
little or no time to themselves)?
~—if yes, have the goodness to
name the estates, proprietors
or attornies, and the managers.  When task-work is not

resorted to, from seven to
half-past two. On planta-
tion ‘ Fellowship’ and‘ Park
Front,’ the 45 hours is per-
formed in five days. In
case the labourers of plan-
tation ‘Helena’ refuse to
take task-work, they will
have to lay-byin the middle
of the day for an hour and
ahalf. They now readily
perform the task required
of them.  The nominal hours are

from seven to eleven, and
from one to half-past four;
but, on all the estates, the
apprentices are allowed to
leave the field when they
have finished a reasonable
portion of Jabour. I have
known many to finish by
ten or eleven o'clock.

Commence generally at

seven, and go on until the

finish,   
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- os - Enclosure in No. 640.

i Justices in British Guiana, for the Month of June 1836.
5

DISTRICT (C)
 

rn

Town.

George Russ, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.
 

In general they are.

With as much goodwill

as might reasonably be ex-

pected.

Yes, generally,

Yes, generally, I have
visited eight estates during
the month (names given in
original report.)

In general, they are. I
have visited 10 estates and
the hospitals thereon during
the month (names given in
original report.)

Yes, in general. I visited
26 estates during the month,
(names given in original re-
port,) and the hospitals belong-
Ing to 15, and many of them
twice during the month; on

all, the labourers, for the most part, seemed
contented and happy, those on ‘ Schoonard,’
‘Vive la Force,’ and ‘ Potosi,’ excepted.

On some estates, they
have not.

Yes, in most instances.

 

The work has been rea-

dily performed in my dis-
trict.

Generally, no. Yes. Plantations ‘ Peter’s
Hall,’ ‘ Little Diamond,’
‘Farm and Friendship,’
and ‘Garden of Eden,’
(names of managers, &e.,
given in original report.)

The work has not been rea-
dily or willingly performed on
plantation ‘ Schoonard,’ or
* Potosi,’ (names of managers,
&c., given in original report.)

 

Task-work is resorted to
on the estates in this divi-
sion, The town mechanics
work the legal time.

The seven and a half
hours, as fixed by law.

The labourers preferwork-
ing the seven and a half
hours per day, as fixed by
law.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to.

 

On the estates in this
division, the labourers usu-
ally begin about seven
O'clock, or rather later, and
lay-by as soon as their
tasks are finished, which it
generally is bSelock. ly is by one or two From seven a.m. to half-

past two P.M. generally.  Generally from seven
A.M, to half-past two P.M.

‘There are no estates to
which the latter part of this
question applies.

Where task-work is not re-
sorted to, from seven to eleven,
and from twelve to half-past
three.   
(c
on
ti
nu
ed

on
pa
ge

44
8.
)
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

ne,

DISTRICT (1)

J. W. Brittain,Esq,

 

1 have visited seven estates, Perfectly so. During
the month I have visited

They are perfectly civil, Generally so, although

 

  
 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
4.

en-Hoop,’ task-work is gene-
rally resorted to throughout
this district.

preferred by the labourers. and is preferred,

,|and the hospitals thereon dur- and appear contented and| on a few estates some at| ing the month (names given| the hospitals of 22 estates| cheerful. I visited 17 es-| tempts were made ths
3 in original report); with the | on Leguan, 19 estates on| tates during the month,| month to resist the on
$| exception of the labourers on | Wakenhaan, and three on| (names given in original| formance of the usual work
@} plantation * Vreed-en-Hoop,’ |Hog Island, being all the| report), and inspected the| which were soonput down,

| they appear contented and| estates in the district. hospitals thereon, in which| without muchseverity ,
«| civil, the sick, who are not nume- ,
5 rous, are well taken care
2 of.
x

a Except on‘ Vreed-en-Hoop,’ Yes. They have very gene- With the before-men.
.S| the conduct of the apprenticed rally. tioned exceptions, they
%| labourers has been most satis- have.
& factory.

&

§
8
S
x

On ‘ Vreed-en-Hoop.’ No. The work has not been | On plantation ¢ Sparta’
unwillingly performed on| and‘ Mainstay’ several at-
any estate in this district. | tempts were made this

month on the part of both
. male and female apprenticed labour
© ers to resist the performance of their
§ accustomed and reasonable work.
3 Thirty men belonging to Mr. C.
& Spencer's task-gang positively refused

to leave this district, when ordered,
2 both by their employer and by the
§ magistrate, repeatedly. After three
3 of them had received 15 stripes each,
x they all submitted peaceably. On

the two estates the work required is
now performed, after some examples
of chastisement.

Exceptonplantation‘ Vreed- ||Task-workingeneral, and Task-work in general, The scale of work for
74 hours is general through

the district; none remain

the 7} hours in the field,
except on two cotton e&

tates, andthese only when

picking or pruning.

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

5.   Withthe exception of‘ Vreed-
en-Hoop,’ the apprenticed la-
bourers generally take task-
work, and return home as soon
as finished, or remain to work
their Negro ground.  The hours are from six

to twelve ; one, two, three,
four, five, and six, accord-
ing to circumstances, and
the bargain made: they
work as they like.  They usually go to work

at half-past six or seven,
and finish at their option.
They are not compelled to
lay-by in the middle of the
day.

 
The day’s work is never

broken by the employer.  
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a

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq,

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Rijck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.J. Candlin, Esq,

 
eS

.

They are generally, with

the exeeption of the Bal-

thayock people. Ill health

and the horrible state of

the roads prevented me vi-

siting the whole of the

estate thismonth.

 

They are. I havevisit-
ed all the estates in the
district, and have received
most favourable accounts
from most of them.

The labourers are civil,
and tolerably contented.

Yes, with few exceptions.

 

Yes, with the exception

of some idle characters,

chiefly from Blairmount
and the Balthayock people.

 

In most instances. In general theyhave; and
as it is now ‘ coffee pick,’
the labourers make a good
deal of money in their
extra hours,

I have every reason to be
satisfied with the manner in
which they have conducted
themselves,

 

Only with regard to @
few, with the same excep-
tions as above.

 ’bury.
On plantation ‘ High-| Generally it has; in the

best gangs there are indif-
ferent subjects; such of
course excepted.

No.

 

Yes, generally ; it is pre-
ferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally
resorted to,

On some estates task-
work; on others, the !a-
bourers prefer the 7} hours
per day.

Task-work is general.

   From seven or half-past
seven, till their tasks are
finished; and optional whe-
ther they rest or not. From seven a.™. till the

day's labour is performed.  
 

From seven A.M. till the
labour is completed.  Commence about seven,

and finish without laying-by.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

nee

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates—the rate of
wages for extra work —and.
state how and when the pay-
ments are made-—and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able ‘wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

Those employed in the
manufacture of sugar inva-
riably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from 2s. 2d.
to 4s. 4d. per week, paid
on demand,

Reasonable wages and
prompt payment have been
offered for the performance
offield labour on ‘La bonne
Mére,’ ‘ Strathhaven,’ and
‘Melville; the male la-  

On all the estates the
people employed about the
buildings and in the boil-
ing-houses perform extra
labour for hire. Their
earnings are generally
about two or three guilders
per week each. The pay-
ments are usually made
monthly,

bourers at the former have accept-
ed, at 2 guilders for a day’s labour;
on the others they have refused,
where 14 guilder has been offered.

 
ee,|

On all the estates in the
manufacture of sugar, and
on the coffee and cotton
plantations, during crop.
time, the labourers work
extra for hire; also in the
punts,

 

7. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority, by force, in your dis-
trict? If there have been any,
namethe estates on which such
occurrences have taken place.
 

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labour-
ers to neglect their work, or
to behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
spiracy °—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made?

One instanceofinsubordi-
nation on plantation ‘ La
bonne Mére,’ where resist-
ance was made by the in-
dividual to the authority of
the constable.

There have been none. None.

 

The neglect of work on
the estates mentioned in
Query 3, was so general,
that I attributed it to com-
bination.

Nil, On plantation ‘ Better
Hope,’ ‘Industry,’ the mis-
conduct of the labourers
has been general ; a com-
bination not to perform a
reasonable portion ofwork.
On the other estates by a
few idle apprentices,

 

9. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances ofyour district ?

The attendance of the
labourers at church has not
been very good; that of
the children at school has
been equal to the accom-
modation open to them.

It has. It has been very good.

 

10. Have you, individually
as a magistrate, and has the
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month ?—and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

Three :
One - - + 38 stripes.
One - - < 30 ditto,
One - - «+ 38 ditto.

Five:
One - - 18 stripes.
Two- - 12 ditto each.
One - - 10 ditto.
One - - 8 ditto.

‘None,

 

11. Has any manager, over-
-seer, or other person in autho+
rity over the preedial labourers
beenfined or otherwise punish-
ed by the court over which you
preside during-the preceding
month, for.misconduct towards
any labourer or labourers?
Have there been any instances
of the labourers having been
detained at work beyond the
legal hours?—and,in such case,
has the 1s. sterling per hour for
each individual labourer been
levied ?  Two overseers have been

fined during the month.
One ofplantation ‘ Helena,’
for illegally placing a fe-
male in confinement, and
the other of plantation
* Melville,” for beating a
male apprenticed labourer.  

There have been none.  None.  
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DISTRICT (C)
  DISTRICT (D.)
Town. River. Upper River. Capt. Allen.

George Ross, Esq. Capt. Delafons, R.N. Capt. Coleman.

_ 

Extra work for hire is

universally done aboutthe

buildings, during the grind-

ing, at the rate of 14 to 3

bits per day; payment

prompt. On plantation

‘Sophia’ coffee is picked

for hire during the crop
season.

 

On ‘ Houston’ there are
some who work extra for
hire, and are paid weekly.
On the estates they have
chiefly been employed
picking coffee, and al-
though they have not
worked more than 74
hours, yet a bit a basket
for coffee is given to them
that bring that quantity
over on several estates.

Yes, generally about the
buildings; and on some
estates they have taken
extra labour in the field at
from three bits to one
guilder per day’s work;
prompt payment.

On 14 estates during the
manufacture of sugar; on 19
coffee estates, during crop
time. Wages vary. (The
names of estates given in
original report.)

 

There has been no at-
tempt to resist authority
by force.

None. There have been some
few instances of insubordi-
nation, but no attempt to
resist authority by force.

 

There has been no com-
bination or conspiracy.

When such occurrences
have taken place, it is to
be attributed only to the
idle and disorderly.

duce me to attribute it

There have been many
complaints against idle and
disorderly apprentices, and
on some estates they have
been so general as to in-

to combination not to per-
form a fair and reasonable proportion of labour.  

Iattribute the disposition
latterly manifested by the
whole of the women gang on
plantation ‘Schoonoord’ (a
disposition to insubordina-
tion, in not doing a reasona-
ble portion of work, and not
remaining in the field the 73
hours prescribed by law) to
a rooted dislike of their ma-
nager and overseers, and too
much work being demanded
from them, in consequence of
which they did too little.
On plantation ‘Potosi’ it
arose from the same cause,

with respect to the manager, added to the general

treatment of the sick, or of those who complained of

being so. In all other cases complaints have only

been made against a few disorderly apprentices.

 

 
 

   
The places of worship Yes. Yes. It has diminished last

and schools are well at- month, Neither has been

tended, and the accommo- equal to the local accommo-

(ation quite sufficient. dation.

None, One - - 16 stripes. Two: One - - - 15 stripes.

One - - = 20 stripes.
One - - - 15 ditto.

None. None. No. None.     
(c
on
ti
nu
ed

on
pa
ge

45
2.
)
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (11)

Spry Barilet, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain,Esq,

Only about the buildings, Upon every estate in this Extra labour for hire is A great amount of extra
such as boiler-men, firemen,| district extra work is per-| general, but more universal | labour is done in this dis
engineers, &c.; extra wages| formed for hire; upon somej in the boiling-house than| trict. Sometimes it ig in-

S| paid weekly, in silver. the whole gang is paid, on{ in the field, and more wil-| terrupted by ill-founded
8 others only the people| lingly performed by the| suspicions, arising from the
S about the buildings, and|male than by the female| labourers not beingable to
3 the cane cutters. labourers. I have, how-| measure their own work or
e ever, lately observed an in-| keep their own accounts,
£ creased inclination to work|When these doubts are re.
5 for hire, even in the field, |moved by the magistrate
8 which I attribute to the| they resume their work.
x prompt payment now more| This, I am happy toaay,

generally adopted. has been the case on one
or two estates during the
month,

\

t{ Ononeplantation, ‘ Vreed- | None. None but individual in- As before stated, there
Ss en-Hoop,’ which, until within stances of no importance. are some cases of ob-
3| the last month, has been oneof stinate passive resistance
&( the most orderly estates in to labour, but nothing like
@| District (E.) an attempt at forcible Tes
° sistance.
x

“N \e,

{ With respect to the above | It is only with respect| Solely with respect to | At ‘Sparta’ and ¢ Main.
. | estate only. to a few idle and disorderly| the latter. stay’ the resistance to la-
° labourersthat. complaints bour was decidedly com-
Ss have been made, bined, although not general
3 through the whole gang on
3 either estate. Ontheformer
= estate no cause has been
. assigned for the resistance,
$ On the latter, it was ex-
§ pected as a not unusual
xg consequence of a change

of both the owner and ma-
t nager of that property.

©| Yes. The churches andschools| As regular as, under all The attendance of the
3 are always well attended.| circumstances, can be ex- | apprenticed labourers at
8 There is a most lament-| pected. the parish church is great
g: able deficiency of both. and regular. The atten
= dance at the evening schools not so general. The
3 distances are generally too great for the children on
<= ‘ week-days after theirwork.

o { _Ten: Two - - 39 stripes each. Four: Twelve:
=| Nine- - 39 stripes each. Three - - - 39 each. | One - 20 stripes.
&] One- - 195 ditto. One - + © 25 «= Nine - 15 ditto each.
=| Allon plantation ¢ Vreed-en- One - 10 ditto.
&| Hoop.’ One - 8 ditto.

&

E
s

Ss
L |

{ None. No. An employer up the| None.
River Essequibo and an

i. overseer of a sugar estate
” have beenpunishedformis-
8 conduct towards appren-
3 ticed Jabourers. ‘here
3 have been no instances of
g the latter.

XN

a     
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mam

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Rijck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.J. Candlin, Esq.

 —pooen

Extra labour is not much

required, except Upon the

sugar estates, Great encou-

ragement has been given to

it, however, by several; but

by some, during the last
month, it has been refused,

on the plea that sufficient

money is not offered.

On all sugar estates the
persons employed about the
buildings, and on all coffee
estates.

The labourers are hired
either to the proprietors to
whom they belong, or to
other estates, for reason-
able wages and prompt
payment.

Extra labour is general.
Wages differ a little. In cut-
ting canes the labourers can
earn one guilder per diem.

 

Not by force; but several

instances of resisting au-
thorityand insubordination,
particularly by some of the
Blairmount women and the
Balthayock first-men gang.

None.

 

No, except with the
Balthayock people; and
they appear combined not

On Highbury the women
have not been doing well.

No, I do not think so;
it exists amongst the idle
and disorderly; and such,

No one instance of com-
bination has appeared. The
few complaints made are

 

  

  
A321,

guilders for confining an
apprenticed labourer one
night in the hospital, The

| foreman of the estate fined

‘| five guilders ten stivers for

striking the same appren-
ticed labourer.   

to do their duty. after a fair trial, if found| against idlers.
guilty, meet their desert,
within the pale of the Or-—
dinance, No. 43.

Yes. It has, I have heard nothing to | The weather (and roads in
the contrary. the district) has been so bad

as to prevent the attendance.

None. None. None. None.

No. One manager fined 14 | Na. No.



454 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

June 1836.]

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)

 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

  

12, Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the Jast month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
event ofany complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters and caused justice to
be rendered to the parties as
far as it was in your power? |
State the number and the
nature ofthe complaints which
may have been preferred to you
in general terms.

One complaint was made
by an apprenticed labourer
of plantation ‘ Broom Hal?’
respecting his allowance of
salt fish. Reference was
made to me by the appren-
ticed labourers of planta-
tion * Helena’ respecting
their clothing. Justice was
rendered to all the parties.

I have had 2 few minor
complaints during the
month, to each of which
I gave my best considera-
tion as they came before
me ; none were, however, of
sufficient importance as to
require particular mention
here.

ees

The complaints made to
me have generally been by
the idle apprentices, rela.
tive to being ordered to
work by the medical atten.
dant of the estates.

 

13. Have any of the free
children uponanyofthe estates
in your district been bound
apprentices during the last
month? If yes, name the es-
tates upon which such occur-
rences have taken place, and
state if the transactions were
with the free consent and ap-
probation of the parents of the
children.

None. None. None.

 

14. How are the children fed
and taken care ofon the estates
in your district? Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and is an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them? or
are they fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman

speciallyappointed to take care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical asistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they
were ina state of slavery?

They receive the same
treatment as when in a
state of slavery.

The free children are fed
and clothed gratuitously,
and have medical attend-
ance in the hour of sick-
ness.

They are fed and taken
care of as when in a state
of slavery.

 

15. On how many estates in
our district are schools esta-
lished? Name the estates,

proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

None.
»

There are schools on
plantations ‘ Enmore’ and
* Greenfield.’ The former
belongs to Mr. Porter, the
latter to Mr. Glen.

No increase or decrease
since last report.

a
 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the lieute-
nant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity,and hap-
piness of the district under
your superintendence? If yes,
state the same.  None.

(signed) K. Heyland, S.J.P.  I have none.

(signed)
Chas. Henry Strutt, §.J.P.  The beginning of the

month there app a
little excitement among the

people in this district. I
attribute it in a great de-

gree to a change of mana-

gers; it has, however,sub-

sided, and everything re

mains tranquil and quiet
at present.

(signed) A. AL. Lyons,S.J-P. 
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DISTRICT (GC)
 

ae

Town,

 

George Ross, Esq.

RIvER.

Captain Delafons, R.N.

Uprer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

eel
  

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
521,

(signed) Geo. Ross,
S. J. P.

(signed) Thos.Delafons,
8.  signed) Tho. Coleman,

(elgned) S.J. P. 

Four; three have been A complaint was made None. Twenty-five complaints of

redressed, one in progress.| by an apprenticed labourer different descriptions were

on plantation ‘ Werk-en- made during the month; all

Rust’ againstMr.J.Jones, have been inquired into (or

proprietor; but as very are in progress of investiga-

heavy charges were made tion) and redressed, to the

against the apprenticed la- best of my ability, when well

bourer for ill-treating his founded.
horses and breaking his
carriage, I advised a com-
promise, which was readily
agreed to by the appren-
ticed labourer and by Mr.
Jones, and consequently
not entered into my record
of complaints.

None. None. No. None.

The children are treated| Theyarefed gratuitously As when in a state of | No variation has taken

asformerly. from the stores of the| slavery, except plantation| place with regard to the an-

estates, * Prosperity.’ swer to the above query dur-
ing the Jast three months.

On two, On * Rome’ and ‘ Hous- On three; viz. * Peter’s Schools are established, or

ton,’ and on ‘ Ruimveldt.’ Hall,’ ‘ Perseverance,’ and| instruction given, on ten

the ‘Craig,’ all under the| estates (names given in ori-

management of the Rev.| ginal report.)
L, Strong.

Nil. None. None. Recommends all sick houses
to be put on one uniform
regulation, &c. &c.

(signed) J. A. Alles,  
(c

on
ti

nu
ed

on
p
a
g
e
45
6.
)
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H)

Spry Bartlet, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Bull, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Bag,

None, with the exception of| No. Two complaints have No lai .
plantation ‘ Vreed-en-Hoop, been made, and two em-| naturehavebeen prefers.| inquired into by Mr. Special ployers fined for assaults ee

®} Justices Ross, Delafons, and upon apprenticed labourers.
se| myself.
3
3
3
a
2

:
=

x

3 None. No. None. None,

3
3
=

o)

3)

All theestates allow doctors | The children are taken | As when in a state of |" A foolish opinion sil
to the unapprenticed children,| care of as formerly on all| slavery. prevails with many mothers
and also nurses during the| estates in this district. — of free children, which no-

' time the mothers are at work thing I can say to them
in thefield. Plantations‘Best,’ : has as yet entirely dissi-

| ‘Vrees-en-Hoop,’ and ‘Lucken ated, that by taking al-
*| de Vrunden,’ no food given to lowances offood and cloth-
.S| the unapprenticed children, ing for those children, they
3 would compromise. their
3 freedom. Many have of.
nd late accepted these allow-
= ances, which are seldom
5 refused when asked for by
Z the mothers.

Ss

L
.f ;
© . Onsix estates, (names given Two schools on* Wake- | On seven. As yet only on one,
oe| in original report.) naum’; three estates on * Anna Regina ; prepara:
© ‘Leguan’ have a school tions are, however, now
. ‘ between them. making to establish them
§ on other estates.
e
8

‘ Ne

c .
e Nil. Nil, I have no observations to Although considerable

“~ , convey, unlesstorepeat my| passive resistance to labour
g report of the meritorious conduct of the apprenticed| was offered last month, it
3 labourers generally, and of the harmony and good| was confined to very few
x feeling prevalent amongst all classes in this district. estates. Half the estates

g | , in the district, as usual, sent
3 no complaints; of the remainder, four sent only single cases each, and five estates,
S two cases each. Where they were most insubordinate, they appear now to have
8 resumed their former industry and obedience.
s . . weet

= (signed) SpryBartlet (signed) George Killock, (signed) G. Ball, | (signed) W. J. Bri
. J.P. J.P.| S.J.P. S.J.
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{

DISTRICT (1.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose,Esq. John Macleod, Esq. A Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. J. J. Caudlin, Esq.

__——__—

On the a1st,about twenty| No. None of any importance. | None.

ofthe Balthayock first-men

|

gang came to me, and ;

gated they had too much work given them;

[went to examine it carefully myself and

found they had not done half of a day's work

for a week previous to the day they came to

me, and that day they had finished their

tasks in less than four hours, and the next

day, when I went to the field, between eleven

and twelve o'clock, I met them coming home,

their work done (but very badly), and they

did not begin before eight o'clock in the

morning.

 

No. No. No. None.

  

Generally the same as As when in a state of On most of the estates On a few ofthe estates the

before the st August 1834.| slavery. thechildrenundersixyears| children are fed, on others

old receive a gratuitous| the parents have refused the

allowance of food and me| allowance; on all, thefree

dical. attendance. children receive medical at-
tendance.

 
 

On most of the estates Sunday-schools in cha- On five estates (names| One, on plantation Skeldon.

thereareschools among the| pels at New Amsterdam,| given in original report.)
labourers themselves. On nsdale, and Bleyendaal.
teveral there are teachers | A school has within the last month been established on

engaged, and those where| Gladstone Hall, which is attended by the children of

there is public worship. the neighbouring estates. A day-school in New

Amsterdam, under the superintendence of the rector.

 
 

None. Nil, Nil, I cannot but express my’
regret that schools have

not been established. There are 800 free children on estates in this district, and

only one school, which is only accessible to about 6o children from the neighbouring

estates. I trust, next month, to be able to report more favourably on ‘Highbury.’

(signed) Geo. Rose (signed) J. Macleod, (signed)
8. J.P. = Ss. ie AVan Ryck de Groot,S.J.P.

(True Extracts.)

 

(signed) J. J. Caudlin,
S, J. P.   

Hs. D. B. Sidley,

501
Captain, 86th Regiment, rivate Secretary.
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Encl. in No, 641.

(C.)}—Return of the Number of Young People who
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—No. 641.—
(No. 193.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., x. c. 3
to Lord Glenelg. °

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 23 July 1836.Your Lordship will be able to form your own opinion of the progress of
religious and of moral feeling in this colony by an inspection of the enclosed
Returns, showing the number of communicants who have received the Hol
Sacrament during the last quarter; of the marriages which have taken place;
of the numbers who have attended either daily, afternoon, or Sunday schools,
according to circumstances, during the same period. To these documents
I have the honour to refer your Lordship with much pleasure. The quarter!returns of convictions before the supreme criminal courts, and before the
inferior criminal courts, will show your Lordship how very few crimes have been
committed ; and the returns of convictions before the special justices will afford
to your Lordship data upon which the industry and regular habits of the
apprenticed labourers may safely be appreciated. As connected with the last
subject, I have, above all, to draw your Lordship’s attention to the quarterly
returns of the produce exported; of the goods imported; of the quantity of
shipping; and of the number of seamen employed. The last document which
I am anxious to lay before your Lordship is the state of the Colonial treasury,
If ever there was a thriving and prosperous colony, British Guiana may fairly
be ranked as such. Every branch of industry is equallyflourishing.

I have, &e.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure in No. 641.
(A.)—RETURN of Marriages in British Guiana, during the June Quarter of the Year 1836.

Marriages by special licence - - - - + = = 28Ditto by publication of banns - - - - 5 te 296

Total - - - 304

 

(B.)}——Return of Communicants at the Holy Sacrament in British Guiana, during the
June Quarter of the Year 1836.

 

Church of England - - - - - - - 1,508
Church of Scotland - - - - - - ~ - 489
Reformed Church of Holland - - - - - - 38
Lutheran Church ~- - - - - - - - - —
Roman-Catholie Church - - - - - - - —
Wesleyan Missionaries - - - - = + = = 1,303
London Missionary Society - - - - - - - 1,172

Total - - - 4,510

have attended Schools in British
Guiana, during the June Quarter of the Year 1836.

Daily Schools - - - - - - - - 1,046
Afternoon Schools - - - - - - - 593
Sunday Schools - ~ ~ 3,190
Infant Schools - - - - - - - - - 430

Total -« - + 5,259

 

N.B —This Return is not so complete as could be wished, owing to the Returns from
several schools not having been received.

(D.)\—ReEtwurRN of Convictions before the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice in British

Guiana, in the June Quarter of the Year 1836.
In the districts of Demerara and Essequibo - - = - - - 8
In the district of Berbice - - - - - - - - I-10

(E.}—Rervurn of Convictions before the Inferior Courts of Criminal Justice of British
Guiana, in the June Quarter of the Year 1836.

Males, Females.
Demerara - =~ = - = - - - = £2 HL

Essequibo - - - - - - - - - 18 1]

Berbice - - ~ - - - - - 13 -

12Total - - - 83
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F.)--Rerurn of Shipping, Tonnage, and Seamen, entered the Ports of British Guiana, in
the June Quarter of the Year 1836.
 

 

 

Vessels. Seamen. Tons.

Demerara and Essequibo -  - 103 1,091 10,876

Berbice - - - + = 20 270 3,935

ToTaAL - - - 123 1,361 14,811  
 

(G.)—Retuen of Articled Servants imported into British Guiana, in the June Quarter of
the Year 1836.

Males - - - - - 170
Females - - - - - 44

ToTAL - - ——214

(H.)—Retyrn of Colonial Produce shipped from the Ports of British Guiana, in the
June Quarter of the Year 1836.
 

Sugar. Rum. Molasses. Coffee. | Cottun.

 

Hhds.| Tierces.|Barrels. |Punchns.| Tierces. |Barrels.| Hhds. | Tierces.| Barrels.}| Pounds. Bales.

Demerara [11,085] 622| 788 |4,321 |1,054 | 409 15,611 | — — (627,150 856

Berbice -| 2,313] 385| 402 [1,080| 124 5| 472 2 _ 15,300 136

 

      ToTaw | 13,398] 1,007 |1,190 |5,401 }1,178| 414| 6,083 2 _ 642,450 | g92      
 

(I.}—ReTuRN of the Value of Goods imported into British Guiana, in the June Quarter
of the Year 1836.

 

Into the port of Demerara - - £.| 155,111 17) ~
Into the port of Berbice - - - - - -| 21,555 - 11

Torat, Sterling - - - £.] 176,666 17 11

(K.)—Rerurn of Balance in the Colonial Chests on the goth June 1836.

In the chest at Georgetown = - - - - £. 21,336 14 4
— at New Amsterdam - - - - 5.255 12 - Toran, Sterling - - - £.| 26,592 6 4 ~

Compiled from the Official Returns.
 

(signed) H. E. F. Young, Secretary.

 

(No. 155.) —No. 642.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir J. Carmichael
Smyth, Bart., K.c. B.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 Sept. 1836.
I wAvE had the honour to receive your despatch, No. 193, of the 23d of

July, and it has given me peculiar satisfaction to lay before His Majesty so
favourable a report of the religious and moral state of the colony, and of the
flourishing condition of its trade and agriculture. Ascribing to Divine Pro-
vidence the success which has thus far attended the great measure of the
abolition of slavery, His Majesty at the same time acknowledges, that to your
unremitting zeal and exertion as one of the agents in that great work, the
country is in no small degree indebted for the signal success which has attended
the experiment in the important colony under your government.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 643. —(No. 202.)
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., k. c.B.,

to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 10 August 1836.

I wave the honour to lay before your Lordship the Epitome of the Monthly
Reports of the Stipendiary Special Justices in British Guiana for the month of
July. J have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
521,

BRITISH
GUIANA.

No. 642.

No. 643.
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a

Enclosure, in No. 643. - - - - . .

EPITOME of the Monrniy Reports from the Firreey StIvenpiary

DISTRICT (A)

QUESTIONS. Eastern Division. Western Division. DISTRICT (B,)

K, Heyland, Esq. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

1, Are the labourers in your| Yes, they are. Yes, they are. Yes, generally they are,
district civil, contented, and
cheerful?

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will?

Yes, except plantation
‘La Bonne Mere,’

Yes, they have on all the
estates.

The work has been per.
formed with alacrity and
good-will.

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes—~
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

The labour on plantation
‘La Bonne Mére,’ G. C.
Bell, attorneyand manager,
has not been readily per-
formed.

The work has not been
unwillingly performed on
any estate.

The first part of the
month, ‘ Betterhope,’ M. M.
Tuck, Esq. attorney, J.
Walker, manager; ‘Non-
pareil, P. Rose, Esq. at-
torney, W. Roberts, mana-
ger; plantation ‘ Friend-
ship,’ J. G. Austin, pro-
prietor, J. B. Clementson,
manager, the work was not
readily performed.

 

4, Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven and
a half hours per day, as fixed
by law?

Yes, the labourers prefer
task-work,

Voluntary task-work is
resorted to, the managers
and apprentices taking the
tariff as their guide.

Task-work is generally
resorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
in your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the Jabourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours inthe middle ofthe |.
day, and thento complete their
seven hours and a half in the
afternoon, (by which division
of their labour they have little
or no time to themselves)—if
yes, have the goodness to
name the estates, proprietors or
attornies, and the managers,  When task-work is not

resorted to, the hours of
labour are from seven A. M.
to half-past two p.m. On
Fellowship the labour is
performed in five days.  The nominal hours are

from seven to eleven A.M.
and from one to half-past
four p.™., but the labourers
return home when they
have performed a reason-
able proportion.  The labourers generally

commence work at seven

A.M. and finish at one and
two P.M.  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

as can be expected. few exceptions. they have not.
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—

_ - - - - Enclosure, in No. 643.

GpectaL JUSTICES in British Guiana, for the Month of July 1836.

DISTRICT (C.)

__————— DISTRICT (D.)

Town. RIVER. Uprer River. Captain Allen.

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R.N. Captain Coleman,

Yes, in general they are. Yes, generally. In general they are. Yes, generally.

With as much good will | Yes, generally, with some {| On two or three estates | Yes, in most cases. |

 

No; readily performed. No. Plantation ‘ Little Dia-
mond,’ Messrs. Bishop and
Rainy, trustees, Mr. Ross,
manager; ‘ Garden of
Eden,’ Messrs. Manget and
Luthers, attornies, E. J.
Oudkirk, manager; _plan-
tation ‘ Farm,’ Messrs.
Revers and Koolhas, attor-
nies, Mr. J. M‘Kenzie,
manager.

The work has not been per-
formed readily by the women
on plantation ‘ Schoon Ord,’
N. M. Manget, proprietor,
John Ross, late manager; and
by the gang on‘Potosi,’
Retemeyer and Schade, at-
tornies; D. Reid, manager.

 

Task-work is resorted to
on the estates in this divi-
sion, The town mechanics
work the legal time.

Theypreferworking seven
hours and a half, as fixed
by law.

They generally prefer
working seven and a half
hours.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to.

 

The labourers generally
commence at seven A.M. on
the estates, and return when
their task is completed. 

§21,

From seven A.M. to half-
past two P.M. on planta-
tion ‘ Houston;’ the last
few days the gang have
not complied with the re-
gulations.  From seven a. M. to half-

past two P.M.

Where task-work is accepted,
the work commences at 7 A. M.
and ends when the task is
finished. 

(c
on
ti
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ed
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ge
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

———___

DISTRICT (HL)

W. J. Brittain,Esq,

 

  

 

 

——_|
The hospitals were clean They are. They are, With a few excepthe labourers contented,civil they are so. “Phony

.| and well found,

3

&a
~~»

:
=
Nx

i
—. With the exception of a Yes, They have, with the They do.-S| few of the women at Vree- exception of plantation

B| denhoop. ‘ Zorg.’=
s,
&

=
5
sy

7
‘ Vreedenhoop,’ Mr. Glad- | No. On none, except parti- | No.stone, proprietor; Mr. Steuart, ally on ‘ Zorg.’

| attorney; Mr. D. Grant, ma-
g| Dager.
Ss

§
cS 4

&
wn

8

g
Ss

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

4.

.

Generally task-work. Task-work is preferred.

 

Task-work is generally
resorted to: ,

Task-work is universally
adopted.

  

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

5.  The bell usually rings at
7 A4.M., and the apprentices
return when the task is
finished.  The labourers work as

they like from 6 a.m. till
6 P.M., according to cir-
cumstances.  At half-past 7 a. M.,

and finish at their option.  No employers interfere
with the hours of labour:
all they look to is the
completion of the task.  
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Fl

DISTRICT (1.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose, Esq. John Macleod, Esq. A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq: J. J. Caudlin, Esq.

ee

They are generally. Generally. More than hitherto. Yes.

Yes. In most instances. They have. Yes.

No. Not. Willingly performed. No,

 
 

Yes, generally; it is pre-
ferred by the labourers.

peer

resorted to.

Task-work is generally A moderate scale of
work approved by the ma-
gistrate is preferred for
seven hours and a half.

Task-work is general.

   

From 7 4. o. till their
tasks are completed; it is
optional with the labourers
themselves whether they
Test or not during the time,  

o
r 19 - : From 7 4. M. till the

day’s labour is performed.

The signal is from 8 a.™.
till 11 o'clock, and from
1 to half-past 4 P.M.   They commence work at

7 a. M, till their task is
finished.
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a

July 1836.] DISTRICT (A,)

ES" v DISTRI
QUESTIONS. Eastern Division. Western Division. cr (B)

K. Heyland, Esq. Charles H. Strutt, Esq. A. M. Lyons, Esq,

6. Do the labourers on any The labourers on the On ‘ Greenfield,’ the la- On all the sugar estate
estate in your district perform| sugar estate universally |bourerswork extra for hire; | extra work, at twostivers
extra labour for hire? If yes, | perform extra labour for| those employed in the boil- per hour ; and on thecote
name the estates, the rate of| hire, earning from six bitts | ing-housesworkextra; they| ton and coffee, incroptime
wages for extra work, and| to a dollar per week. earn from one to two and| I have known them cam
state how and when the pay- three guilders per week. twenty guilders per month
ments are made; and if extra for ginning cotton.
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers,
 

4. Have there been any in- On plantation ‘ Spring- None. On plantation ¢ Non
stances of insubordination, or | Hall.’ pariel,” they resisted au.
any attempt to resist authority thority by force.
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.
  

8. In the event ofany dispo- | I have attributed the None. I have found some of
sition having been manifested| neglect of work on ‘ La the labourers behave very
by any of the labourers to |Bonne Mére’ to conspi- rudely, when spoken to by
neglecttheirwork, ortobehave| racy. those in authority over
rudely to those in authority them, relative to their
overthem, hassuch misconduct work.
been so general as to induce
you to attribute it to any com-
bination or conspiracy; or is it
only with respect to a few idle
and disorderly apprentices that
you havehad complaintsmade?
  

9. Has the attendance ofthe Yes, in both cases. It has. Yes, very good.
preedial Jabourers at church,
and of their children at school,
been regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district?
 

10. Have you, individually Two: one, 30 stripes; None. One, 30 stripes.
as @ magistrate, and has the| one, 15 ditto.
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month ?—and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber ofdelinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.
 

11, Has any manager, over- None. Afew minor, but none None.
seer or other person in autho- of any importance, to re-
rity over the pradial labourers quire particular mention.
been fined or otherwise pu-
nished by the court over which
you preside during the pre-
ceding month, for misconduct
towards any labourer or la-
bourers? Have there been any
instances of the labourers hav-
ing been detained at work be-
ond the legal hours ?—-and,

in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each in-
dividual Jabourer been levied ?     



 

 

George Ross,Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. Captain Coleman. Captain Allen.

 

On sugar estates, during

inding, extra work is per-

formed for hire, about the

works, at 14 to 3 bitts per

day. Coopers in town earn

a dollar per week.

On ‘ Houston,’ in dig-
ging trenches, they have
earned great wages.

Extra labour is generally
performed about the build-
ings, and sometimes in the
field, at the rate of two to
three bitts per day.

They do. Wages the same
as last month.

 

None. None but ‘ Houston.’ A few instances of in-
subordination; none to re-
sist authority.

One instance on plantation
* Vreedestein,’ a labourer
struck a foreman in the
field,

 

None. Only the idle and dis-
orderly.

There have been com-
plaints against idle appren-
tices, but no combination.

On ‘Schoonord’ thewomen
were guilty ofindolence, from
a dislike to their manager,
who has since been removed.

 

 

 

ken Rust,’ Mr. O’Brion,
st. 12, for ill treatment to
a@ woman; a complaint
against the woman had
previously been brought
before me, but his impro-
per conduct induced me
to dismiss the case, al-
though the charge was
proved, which fact mate-
rially induced me to fine
him sv moderately.

Theyarewell attended, Yes. Yes. Yes.
and accommodation suffi-
cient.

None. Seven: one, 24 stripes; One, 20 stripes, None.
six, 15 ditto each,

None, The manager of ‘ Wer- No. Yes; which have been in-   521, quired into, and arranged for
the interests of the com-
plainants. 
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— %
| DISTRICT(C)

—— DISTRICT (D.)
Town. River. Uprer River.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

ree cca,

DISTRICT (H.)

IV. J. Brittain,Esq,

 

 

 
 

 
 

   

    

‘Those employed about the Upon every estate the Extra labour for hire is Extra labour is perform.
works are paid for extra la-| labourers work for hire; | general. ed on most estates,
bour at 3 stivers per hour. upon many, the whole pang The rate of wages from Six bitts for nine hours

are paid for cutting canes, | st.1 to14 guilder perday. | labour.
&
3
8
3

e

2

§
B
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=

s
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n [ None. No. None. None.
2
&
3
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3

53
%
S

SS -
( The complaints aremostly Only a few disorderly On ‘Zorg,’ in the early The apprentices on some

es | against the same idle labour- apprentices against whom| part of the month, a com-|estatesoccasionallyattempt
ss | ers. any complaints were made.| bination among the wo- |to resist the performance
& men to resist the due per-| of the scale of work, but
3 formance of work took|no combination to do 40.
& place; it seems now to be
3 ( subdued.
”

§
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of Yes. Yes; well attended. As regular as can be ex-| Very regular.
8 pected.
So

&

i
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.{ Fives— Two: 39 stripes each. Twelve :— Seven :— .
=| Two - + 30 stripes. Three - 39 stripeseach. |Four -  - 15] stripes
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——m

DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. J. Caudlin, Esq.

 

Extra labour is very

much encouraged on most

of the sugar and some of

On all sugar estates,
about the buildings; and
during the jast month, on

The labourers hire them-
selves either to estates on
which they ere attached,

Extra labour is general.
Wages differ; incutting canes,
one guilder per day is paid.

 

 

  

 

     

the cotton estates: the| the coffee estates. Wages, | or others, Wages reason-
wages Vary. six bitts per day. able.

No. No. No. None.

Only a few individuals. No. No. Nocombination; on‘ Hamp-
shire,’ the labourers wished to
reduce their day's work. The
complaints are against idlers
and old offenders.

Yes, and many of the Ie has. Yes. Divine service is still sus-
labourers have voluntarily pended, in consequence of
subscribed towards the the roads not yet being pass-
building of a church about able.
to be erected for a clergy-
men of the Church of
England.

No. No. No. None.

No. No. None of any importance. None.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Westrrn Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

12. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the Jast month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject ? In the
event of any complaints hav-
ing been made to you, have
you carefully investigated into
the matters, and caused jus-
tice to be rendered to the par-
ties as far as it was in your
power ? State the number and
the nature of the complaints
which may have been preferred
to you, in general terms.

None. A few minor cases, but
none to require particular
mention.

. A few cases, which on
investigation were found tg
be unfounded.

 

138. Have any of the free
children upon any of the
estates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children.

None. None. None.

 

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them ?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents ?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take
care of their young children,
and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children, when
unwell, allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance and
hospital treatment ofthe estate
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery ?

Theyare fed gratuitously
from every estate, with the
exception of * Broomhall.’

d

The free children are
fed, clothed, and have me-
dical attendance when re-
quired, on all the estates
gratuitously, and nurses to
take charge of the infants.

The children are fed and
well taken care of, with
nurses for the care of ia-
fants.

———4
 

15. On how many estates in
our district are schools esta-

blished? Name the estates,
proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

 None. Two;
Plantation ‘ Enmore,’

Mr. Porter; plantation
« Greenfield,’ Mr. Glen.

No addition or diminu-

tion since last report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
Lieutenant-governor, connect-
ed with the peace, tranquillity,
and happiness of the district
under your superintendence?
If yes, state the same.  

None.  None.  Generally speaking, every
thing is going on well.  
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DISTRICT (C,)

 er

Towns.

George Ross, Esq.

RIver,

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

Five cases, three of

which were withdrawn; one

gned for illegally confining

gn apprentice ; and one

case, for food and clothing,

being under investigation.

Five cases, which were
inquired into, and strict
justice done to all parties.

One case, which was for
an assault, but when in-
quired into proved to be
in self-defence; both par-
ties admonished.

Several, which were al] in-
quired into, compromised, re-
dressed where substantiated,
or arranged, as seemed best
calculated for the interest of
the complainants.

 

None. None. No. None.

 

 
On all the estates the

children are allowed food,

On all the estates the
children are fed; nurses

With the exception of
plantation ‘ Prosperity ;’

The free children

ported to have the samare Te-

 

nurses, and medical at-| and medical attendance| on the other estates the | ment as when in a¢tre@t-

tendance gratuitously. allowed gratuitously. children are fed, clothed, | slavery. state of
have medical attendance
and nurses,

Plantation ‘* Thomas,’ Plantations ‘ Rome’and Three : Ten:
Mr. Butts; plantation| ‘ Houston,’ plantation Plantation ‘ Petershall,’ Plantations ‘ Good For-
‘Kitty,’ Mr. Manget; plan-
tation ‘ Bellair’ and * So-
phia, Messrs. Shands.

* Ruimveld’. plantation ‘ Perseverance,’
and plantation ‘ Craig.’ ‘La

‘Good Intent,’
‘ Vreesland,’ ‘ Orangefield,’
* Lust-en-Rust.’

tune,’ ‘ Versailles,’ * Nimes,"
© Bellevue,’

‘ Wales,’
Retraite,

 

None, 
521,

 None.   At the ‘ Little Diamond’
the apprentices are much
improved, but the three
runaways are still absent.

  None.  
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July 1836.]

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Bail, Esq.

———__

DISTRICT (H.)

W. J. Brittain, Esq.

 

 

 A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

13
.

 

None. No. On ‘ Huis te Derien,’ a None.
complaint was made of the

. rood being too long, but,
&s on inspection, it proved to
§ be perfectly correct.

3
x

oS

&
”

t
®
=

x

=

None. No. None. None.

 

 

~~
,

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
14

.

 
Plantations ‘ Best,’ ‘ Vree-

denhoop,’ and ‘Tuchen de
Vrienden,’ no food is allowed
to the unapprenticed chil-
dren; all the estates allow
doctors and nurses,

The children on all the
estates are treated as for-
merly.

The children are fed and
clothed the same as when
in a state of slavery; ina
few instances, (particularly
‘ Zorg,’) the parents have
refused to accept food and
clothing for their children,
under the impression ofthe
proprietors having a claim
upon them for it.

The children are fed,
clothed, and have medical
attendance, the same as
when in a state of slavery.

  

Five :—Plantationg ‘ Vree-
denhoop,’ ‘Haarlem,’ ‘Wind-

Four:
* Waterloo’ and ‘ Maryvill,’

On seven, as heretofore;
and one lately established

Two: viz. Plantation
‘ Anna Regina,’ plantation

 

 AnswerstoQ
ue

st
io

n
16
.    2

& sor Forest,’ ‘ Jalousie,’ | ‘ Blenheim,’ ‘ Meerzorg,’| at plantation ‘Cullen,’ Mr.| « Sparta.’
o ¢ * Best.’ ‘Sans Souci.’ M‘Kie, proprietor.

s
8
w

=
NX

None. None. Although the list of con- None.
victions presents an in-
crease, the delinquents are
incorrigible culprits, and
ought not to be ranked with
the other apprenticed la-
bourers, who have behaved
well,and worked assiduous-
ly.   
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DISTRICT (1) DISTRICY” (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose, Esq. John Macleod, Esq. A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. J. J. Caudlin, Esq.

_

-

No. No. None. None.

None. No. No. None.

Generally the same as The children receive the On most estates in the Onseveral, the children are

beforethe ist August 1834. | same treatment as when in| district, the children re-| fed; on some of the estates,

a state of slavery. ceive a gratuitous allow-| the parents refuse the allow-

ance of food and medical| ance; on all the estates, the

attendance. free children receive gratu-
itous medical attendance.

 

 
  

Onalmost all the estates, At the chapels on plan- On five estates: Planta- On plantation ‘Skeldon,’

there are schools among| tations ‘ Lonsdale,’ ‘ Bley-| tion‘ Welgelaegun,’ ‘ Ross- Sunday-schools at the church
the labourers themselves;| endahl,’ ‘Goldston Hall,’} field,’ ‘Zuidwyk,’ ‘La Fra-| and chapel, when the weather
and on several teachers supported by the proprie- ternity,’‘Augsburg.’ permits.

are engaged. tors and managers of the
different estates.

  

None. ‘ None, None. The roads are still very bad,
and nearly impassable.    (True Extracts.)

ot. Heary John Baird, Assistant Government Sccretary.
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— No. 644. —
(No. 204.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 Aug. 1836.
I nave the honour to lay before your Lordship, and, as I trust, for His Ma-

jesty’s most gracious approbation, an Ordinance (No. 76) to repress the practice
of enticing away apprenticed labourers from the employment of those persons to
whom their services are legally due.

 

Ihave, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

— No. 645.—
(No. 206.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 Aug. 1836.
I sxe to lay before your Lordship an Ordinance (No. 78) passed by myself

and the court of policy of this colony, for the establishment of a river police,
both here and at Berbice, for the suppression and detection of petty thefts and
depredations upon the rivers.

I hope that this Ordinance will meet with His Majesty’s most gracious appro-
bation.

 

Ihave, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

—No. 646. --
(No. 162.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 Oct. 1836.
I nave had the honour to receive your Despatches of the numbers and dates

noted in the margin, containing the following Ordinances which have been
enacted by yourself and the court of policy of British Guiana :—

No. 76. An Ordinance to suppress the practice of enticing away, har-
bouring or concealing apprenticed labourers.

No. 78. An Ordinance for the more effectual prevention and detection of
thefts and other offences committed upon the rivers and creeks in
British Guiana.

I have the honour to convey to you His Majesty’s gracious approbation of
these Ordinances.

Thave, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 647. —
(No. 207.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 Aug. 1836.
I sxe to lay before your Lordship an Ordinance (No. 79) passed by myself

and the court of policy of British Guiana for the better observation of the
‘Sabbath, and otherwise to promote habits of morality and of decency. I hope
that this Ordinance will meet with His Majesty’s most gracious approbation.

T have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

No. 648.
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—No. 648. —

(No. 161.]

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 Oct. 1836.

L nave received your Despatch, No. 207, of the 19th August last, trans-

mitting an Ordinance (No. 79) passed by yourself and the court of policy of

British Guiana, entitled, ‘‘ An Ordinance to ensure a better observance of the

Sabbath-day, and otherwise to promote habits of morality and decency.”

The third clause of this Ordinance authorizes labour on a Sunday, in picking

cotton or coffee, in cases where the crop is likely to be lost if not immediately

secured; it further sanctions the turning of coffee on the droghery on that day,

to prevent its being heated or spoiled, and the shipping of produce. The last

of these works cannot be justified by the plea of necessity; and, in the case of

the two former, the enactment affords but too ready a pretext for the needless

conversion of the day of rest into a day of labour. I fear, also, that this

part ofthe Ordinance, however intended by its authors, will be regarded by others

as enlarging very widely the existing right, not merely to hire voluntary labour,

put to enforce compulsory labour on the Sunday.

The sixth clause distinctly authorizes the holding of markets on the Sunday,

although they are to be closed at half-past nine in the morning. It is impossible

that His Majesty should confirm an enactment sanctioning a practice which,

even during the continuance of slavery, had been abolished and prohibited.

His Majesty, for these reasons, is pleased to disallow this Ordinance, but

authorizes your assenting, on his behalf, to any other Ordinance which may be

passed for the same general purposes, with the omission of the enactments I have

noticed.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 649. —
(No. 263.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 22 Dec. 1836.

Wiru reference to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 29th October (No. 161),

I have the honour to state, that another Ordinance to ensure the better observa-

tion of the Sabbath, and otherwise to promote habits of morality and decency,

will forthwith be prepared and transmitted to your Lordship, and in which

Ordinance permission to cause various species of labour to be performed on

that day, as enumerated and objected to in your Lordship’s Despatch, will not be

included.

To prevent the possibility of any planter conceiving that he will have a right

to the compulsory labour of his people for the performance of such works of

necessity on a Sunday, as will be specified in the Ordinance may be allowed, I will

cause the words “ voluntary and paid labour ” to be inserted in that particular

enactment. These words will prevent the possibility of any misunderstanding.

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, the sixth clause or enactment,

baving reference to Sunday morning markets, and directing such markets to

he closed at half-past nine, a.m., will also be expunged from the new Ordi-

nance. The subject of the Sunday morning markets is one which I have

frequently revolved in my mind. I am perfectly aware that I can issue a procla-

mation doing away the Sunday morning markets forthwith; but as Sunday morn-

ing is the only morning the labourers have to themselves, the issuing of such

a proclamation would be tantamount toprohibiting them from disposing of the

produce of their gardens, and would be a sad blow to their happiness, and a

521.
great
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BRITISH great drawback to their industry. If the labourers had one working day in the
GUIANA, —_week to themselves, that day might be selected as the market day; and the gates
— of the market might, under such circumstances, be kept open ad libitum. As

soon as the apprenticed labourer system ceases, all marketings upon a Sunday can
be strictly prohibited; in the meanwhile, however, as we cannot altogether pre.
vent the evil, it appeared to me that it would be advisable to do the next best
thing in our power, and so to regulate all Sunday morning marketing as topre-
vent any interference with the hours of Divine Service. By closing the gates of
the market at half-past nine, a. m., Iwas in hopes that I had in so far palliated.
or lessened the evil. Until the labourers have a day in the week to themselves,
I do not see how they can, either in policy or in justice, be debarred from en-
croaching upon their Sunday mornings for the short time necessary to dispose
of the produce of their industry. I am anxious that your Lordship should be
in possession of the sentiments by which I was actuated in causing the enactment
relative to the Sunday morning market to be inserted in the Ordinance. I had
a good deal of conversation with the most zealous and intelligent of the mis-
sionaries upon the subject, and we all agreed that so long as the present system
continues in force, and that the labourer has no other morning at his disposal
on which he can dispose of his little produce, the cause of religion would not be
advanced by depriving him of those few early hours of his Sundaymorning
which at present (not having any other morning at his disposal) he is obliged to
dedicate towards providing for his family.

I feel confident that your Lordship will not require any apology for my having
entered into so much detail respecting a measure so intimately connected with
the happiness and well-being of the labouring population of this province.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 650. —
(No. 280.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth, to LordGlenelg.

No. 650. My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 13 Feb. 1837.
Wits reference to the Despatch of the 22d December (No. 263), whichI

had the honour to address to your Lordship, I have now to lay before your
Vide Appendix, Lordship an Ordinance for the better observation of the Sabbath, in which those

No. 204, enactments of the former Ordinance, which were disapproved of by His Majesty,
as communicated to me in your Lordship’s Despatch of the 29th October,
No. 161, have been omitted. I venture, consequently, respectfully to express
my hope, that the Ordinance, as at present submitted, will meet with His
Majesty’s gracious approbation.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

, —No. 651.—
(No. 202.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

No. 651. Sir, Downing-street, 13 April 1837.
I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch (No. 280) of the 13th

February last, inclosing an amended Ordinance “ to ensure a better observance
of the Sabbath-day, and otherwise to promote habits of morality and decency.”
~T have the honour to acquaint you that His Majesty has been pleased to
approve and confirm this Ordinance.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

No. 652.
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—No. 652. —
(No. 219.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J.C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 1 Sept. 1836.

Wirn reference to the concluding paragraph in my Despatch to your Lord-
ship of the 20th June 1835, in which I state that ‘“ the policemen have swords,

but it is my intention, in a short time, to exchange these weapons for some

other insignia of office, so as to take away every appearance of coercion ; I wish
the law to triumph, and its behests to be obeyed from an innate conviction of

their propriety, and with as little support as may be from physical force ;”—

have now the pleasure of being able to report, that small painted batons have

been supplied to the policemen, and have been substituted for swords, for

nearly three months. Not the slightest inconvenience has been experienced by
this change, which I respectfully submit may be considered as a very consi-

derable step in the progress of civilization and improvement.

T have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 653. —
(No. 167.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 8 Nov. 1836.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch (No. 219) of
the Ist September last, in which you report that small painted batons have
been substituted for the swords with which the policemen in Guiana used to be
furnished.

In reply, I beg to express to you the satisfaction it has afforded me to learn
the success of an experiment of which I am well aware that the indirect im-
portance is much more considerable than the immediate and obvious results.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 654. —
(No. 234.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, . Camp House, Demerara, 17 Sept. 1836.

I wave the honour to lay before your Lordship the returns from the special
justices for the month of August; and I avail myself of the opportunity of
stating to your Lordship that industry, happiness and contentment prevail
throughout the whole of this province to as full an extent as in any part of His

Majesty’s dominions; all angry feelings have completely subsided; property
has risen immensely in value. Iam not aware that any part of the world can
be quoted as being in a more flourishing state than British Guiana.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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Enclosure in No. 654. - - - ee

EPITOME of the Monruty Reports from the Firreen STipENDIARY - -

DISTRICT (A.) DISTRICT @)

QUESTIONS.
Eastern Drvision.

Captain Coleman.
Wesrern Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.
4. M. Lyons,Esq,

 

1. ARE the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful ?

Yes, generally. Visited
the estates in the district.

They are,

——__

They are.

 

2. Have they performed
their work during the last
month with alacrity and good-
will?

Yes, generally. With the exception of a
few idle persons.

Yes.

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed ? If yes,
have the goodness to name the
estate, the proprietor or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

 

No, with the exception
of a few idle people,

The work has not been
performed unwillingly.

No, with the exception of
plantation ‘ Friendship ;’ J,
G. Austin, proprietor, J,
B. Clementson, manager,

 

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven hours
and : half per day, as fixed by
w

Task-work is generally
resorted to in this part of
the district.

Voluntary task-work is
in use.

 

Task-work is generally
resorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use in
your district? Are there any
estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of
the day, and then to complete
their seven hours and a half
in the afternoon (by which
division of their labour they
have little or no time to them-
selves)? If yes, have the good-
ness to name the estates, pro-
prietors or attornies, and the
managers. -  The working hours are

from seven a.m. to half-
past two Pp. M.  The nominal hours are

from seven to eleven A. ™.,
and from one to half-past
four P.M.  The labourers commence

work at seven A.M, a
continue until twelve and
two o’clock Pp, M.  
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DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (N.)
 

 

Visited the estates. Visited estates. Visited the estates.

DISTRICT (D.)
—_——

Town. River. Uprer River. Captain Aen.

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, Rr. N. K. Heyland, Esq.

They are. Generally so. Yes. Yes,
Visited the estates.

 

Yes. Generally they have. In general. Yes.

 

Yes, it has been readily
performed.

From the number of
complaints, it appears some
persons are tamp ering with
the apprentices.

The work has. not been
readily performed on plan-
tation ‘ Blairmont,’ C. Fa-
loon, qq., J. Stewart,
manager; plantation ‘ Cot-
ton Tree,’ Bryant, gq., J.
M‘Dougal, manager,

No complaint has been pre-
ferred from any estate.

 

_ Task-work is resorted to
in the country; in town
the mechanics work the
legal time.

They work the seven
hours and a half, as fixed
by law.

Task-work is generally
resorted to.

Task-work, without any
agreement to that effect is
resorted to.

 

They usually begin work
between seven and eight
o'clock in the morning, and
continue till the task is
finished, From seven and eight

A.M. to half-past two and
half-past three Pp. M., with
some exceptions.  When task-work is not

resorted to, the hours of
labour are from seven to
eleven A. M., twelve to half-
past three P.M.

From about seven A. M.,
which continues, according to
circumstances, till from one
to four P. M.  
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August 1836.]

DISTRICT (E.)

Captain Bartlett.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

—_
DISTRICT (i)
WJ.Brittain,Esq,

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
1.

~~
.

Yes.
Visited all the estates.

Perfectly so.
Visited 44. estates.

They are generally so.
Visited 21 estates, and

inspected the hospitals,

——_|

Unusually 80.

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

2. Yes; with the exception
of some women at Vreeden-
hoop; Mr. Gladstone, pro-
prietor, Mr. Grant, manager.

Yes. They have, with few ex-
ceptions.

es,

They are, with the ex.
ception of the women ot
three estates, who at
tempted to resist the per.
formance ofthe established
scale of work.

 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

3.
a
N

Generally task-work; only
the above exception of Vrec-
denhoop.

No. The three estates alluded
to above are ‘ Better Suc.
cess,’ P, Hughes, manager;
‘ Sparta,’ W. Bennett, ima-
nager; ‘ Mainstay,’ James
White, proprietor and ma-
nager. They are now per-
forming their work with
good will.

  

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

4. Generally task-work.

\

Task-work is universal,
and preferred by the la-
bourers.

Task-work is preferred
by the labourers,

Task-work is general,

 
 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
5.

s
i
m
,

7

From seven A, mM. until the
task is finished.  From seven a.m. until

the work is completed.  The labourers generally
begin at half-past six or
seven; finish at their op-
tion.  No vexatiousdivisionof

time is practised in this

district.  
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St

DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

J. Van Riyk de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.J. Candlin, V.sq.

 
re

 

 

 

 

past two Pp. M.  From seven A. M. to half- From seven a. M. till the
day’s labour is performed.   

Generally they are. I Generally. - - - - - They are.

have visited every estate

and hospital in the district.

Yes, In most instances. = = = = Yes.

No, except by a few idle On ‘ Highbury, John} - + = = * No.

persons. Alves, attorney, JohnInnor,
manager; and ‘ Lonsdale,’ |
W. Henery, proprietor. {

Yes, generally; itis pre-| It is. a ie It is.
ferred by the labourers. ’

- - - = = Commence about seven
A.M; finish their task by

one Pr. M.
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August 1836.] DISTRICT (A. -

° (A) DISTRICT (B)
QUESTIONS. Eastern Division, WESTERNDivision. 4. M. Lyons, Esq,

Captain Coleman. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

nities!

6. Do the labourers on any They perform extra la- On all the estates in this The labourers in this diy.
estate in your district perform|bour for hire about the {| district the labourers work| trict perform extra labour
extra labour for hire? If yes, | buildings, at the rate of| in the boiling-houses, and| at two stivers per hour jn
name the estates, the rate of| from one to three bits per about the buildings, extra, | the manufacture of sugar,

?wages for extra work, and state| day. for hire, and receive from| and, during crop-time, five
how and when the payments two to three guilders per| stivers for picking10lbs,
are made; and if extra work week, cotton, ten stivers forpick.
is not performed for wages, ing a basket of coffee,
state if reasonable wages have
been offered, with weekly pay-
ment. If reasonable wages
and prompt payment have
been offered and rejected, state
to what cause you attribute
the refusal on the part of the
labourers.
 

7. Have there been any in- There have been some None. None.
stances of insubordination, or| few instances of disobe-
any attempt to resist authority,| dience, but no attempt to
by force in your district? If| resist authority.
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

 

8. In the event of any dis- The complaints against} - + -= = - When they neglect their
position having been mani-| idle and disorderly appren- work they are very rude to
fested by any of the labourers| tices have not been so ge- those in authority over
to neglect their work, or to| neral as to attribute it to them,
behave rudely to those in au- | combination or conspiracy.
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspiracy?
or is it only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that you have had
complaints made?
 

9. Has the attendance of| Yes. It has. It has.
the przedial labourers at church,
and of their children at school,
been regular, and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district?
 

10. Have you, individually as None. fOne - 10 stripes. None.
a magistrate, and has the court Three, One - 12 ditto.
over which you preside, been [One + 15 ditto.
under the necessity ofordering
punishment by whipping du-
ring the preceding month?
and, if answered in the affir-
mative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case?
 

11. Has any manager, over- None. None. One overseer fined 105.
seer ur other person in autho- sterling, and awardedto

rity over the predial labour- the Jabourer assaulted ;
ers, been fined or otherwise money paid.
punished, by the court over
which you preside, during the
preceding month, for miscon-
duct towards any labourer or
labourers? Have there been
any instances of the labourers
having been detained at work
beyond the legal hours; and,
in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each indi-
vidual labourer been levied?     
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7 DISTRICT (C.) }
(c. DISTRICT (N.

_ (N.) DISTRICT (D.)

Town. ; River. Urrer River. Captain Allen.

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R.N. K. Heyland, Esq.
aaa

Extra labour is performed When manufacturing su- On two sugar estates the The labourers perform

about the works, at the| gar, extra labour is per-| labourers perform extra| extra labour tor hire, as de-

rte of one anda half to formed in the boiling- | work for hire; are paid| tailed in the report of 1st

three bits per day. Jour- houses, from six bits to a dollar| July last.

neymen coopers earn there per week.

guilders per week by extra

work.

None. On ‘Houston’ and ‘Ruim-| One on‘ Blairmont;’ very} None.

veldt;’ but the disposition| trifling.
to insubordination is quelled
by the punishment of the
ringleaders,

None. Attributed to some few On two estates, ‘ Blair- Only a few disorderly ap-

worthless characters. mont’ and ‘Cotton Tree,’| prentices.
attributed to conspiracy.

a
co2.
ve
80

) &
s
3
»

=

5
Yes, they are. Yes. Yes. The clergyman of this dis- ~

trict was obliged to desist
performing Divine Service,
from indisposition.

None. Three - 24stripes. | Yes, . None.

Twelve, Four -18do.eachi three One - 38 stripes.

Five -15 Two - 30 do. each,

None, None. No. The complaints that have
been made were inquired into
ard redressed, to the best of
my ability.

3 

w
e
t
w

~
_
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DISTRICT (E.)

Captain Bartlett.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

nner,

DISTRICT (H.)

W. J. Brittain,Esq,

 

Those about the sugar
works, at the rate of two
stivers per hour.

Upon every estate extra
labour is performed about
the works; upon the whole,

Extra Jabour for hire is
pretty general, but princi-
pally in the boiling-houses,

Extra labour is doneon
most of the estates,

 

 

 

6 gang are paid.
3

ce
=

5
8
2
x

>
=f
3 None. . No, None. A few women, but none2

to resist authority,
3
&
&
a
»

8
|

Principally those who were It is only with respect With respect to the On the estates before
3 punished belonged to one| toa fewidle and disorderly| latter only. mentioned, it was acom-
= | estate, ‘ Vreedenhoop,’ and; apprentices. bination of the women, but

‘-S| the men old (and hardened) by moderate punishment
S$| offenders. was easily put a stop to.
ge
3

5
g
“

 

 

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
11

.  Augustus Vos, for assault;
fined 12. sterling; fine paid
to His Majesty's Colonial
Receiver-general.
One against the overseer,

Mr. M‘Donald, of ‘Windsor
Forest,’ beating a woman,
compromised, Mr. M‘Donald
paying her 44 f.  fined 30 guilders to the

King, for an assault on an
apprenticed labourer,   

a
3 f Yes. Yes, at all times. At all times. To the full extent of the
3 accommodation.eo
2
a

:
“awA

6 -.J Lhree - 30 stripes. Six - 39 stripes each. Two - - 30 stripes. One- - 20 stripes.
. Five Two -20 each. Seven! Phree - 25 each. TWO) One--10
3 One-~-15 5,
8 \One--12
gy
3

=
Ss

\
f

One against an overseer, One overseer has been None. None.  
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DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

J. Van Riyk de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.J. Candlin, Esq.

  

On several estates extra

labour is performed; wages

paid weekly.

On most of the coffee
estates, and on all the
sugar estates, the persons
employed about the build-
ings.

Extra labour is general'in
this district ; wages vary.

 

  

(c
on
ti
nu
ed
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n
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o
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e
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No. No, - 2 fe ee None.

No. On ‘ Lonsdale’ the early - - - - - Only against a few idlers.

part of the month.

Yes. It has. - - - - - Yes,

None. Three - 2ostripes each = - - - - - None.
Six< One -- 25 - ditto.

Two -15 + 5, »

No. No. - - - - - No.  
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August 1836.]

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division,

Captain Coleman.
Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

eRe

DISTRICT @)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

12. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the Jast month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
event ofany complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters, and caused justice to
be rendered to the parties as
far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

Two; one from an
apprenticed labourer of
‘ Broomhall,’ for nut re-
ceiving any fish one week:
fined the manager double
the value of the fish. One
from an apprenticed la-
bourer of ¢ Strathavon,’ for
hitting him with a souple-
jack, which was compro-
mised by the payment of
two dollars.

None of any importance
to require particular men-
tion.

ee

None but such as were
frivolous and vexatious,

 

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children,

None. None. None.

 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or ate they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
epecially appointed to take
care of their young children,
and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance and
hospital treatmentof the estate
in the same manner as when
they were in a state ofslavery?

The children on all the
estates have an allowance
of provisions, nurses and
medical attendance.

They are fed gratuitously;
have medical attendance,
and nurses to attend upon
them when the mothers
are at work.

They are fed and taken
care of, the same as when
in a state of slavery.

  

15. On how many estates
in your district are schools
established ? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

There are none but Sun-
day schools.

Two; one on § Enmore,’
Mr. Porter, proprietor;
one at ‘ Greenfield,’ Mr.
Glen, proprietor.

There has been no in
crease or decrease since
former report.

aen|
 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
Lieutenant+governor, con-
nected with the peace, tran-
quillity and happiness of the
district under your superin-
tendence? If yes, state the
same.  (signed) T. Coleman,

& J.P.  None.

(signed) C. H, Strutt,
8.5. FP.  The district is tranquil,

and every thing going
well.

i » M. Lyons,(signed) A “° we,  
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DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (N.)}
 

DISTRICT (D.)
[- RTown, IVER. Urren River. Captain Allen.

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R.N. K. Heyland, Esq. P
|_ 

Three; two were com-

promised, the other dis-

missed.

One, against the mana-
ger of ‘ Little Diamond,’
for destroying six fowls,
which was dimissed.

Reference was made to
me from plantation ‘ Bal-
thazock,’respecting the al-
lowance of salt fish, and
from ‘CottonTree,’ to know
the number of hours they
were daily required to la-
bour for their employer.

The complaints that have
been made were inquired into
and redressed.

  

None. None. None. None.

 

On all the estates in this
division, the children are
allowed food, nurses and
medical attendance.

They are fed gratuitously
from the estates, have me-
dical attendance,and nurses
when the parents are in
the field.

With the exception of
‘ Guelderland,’ they are fed
gratuitously, and receive
medicalattendance; nurses
attend them when their
mothers are at work.

They are fed, have medical
attendance, and nurses while
the mothers are at work.

(c
on
ti
nu
ed

on
pa
ge

48
6.
)

-

 

Three; ¢ Kitty,’ Mr.
Manget; ‘ Thomas,’ Mr.
Butts; ‘ Bellair,’ Mr. Simp-

fon. ;

Five; viz. plantations
‘ Craig,’ ‘ Perseverance,’
* Peter’s Hall,’ * Rome,’

and ‘ Ruimveldt.’

On one estate, plantation
* Augsburgh.’

Thirteen; viz. plantation
*Kly Ponderoyen,’ ‘ Malgre-
tout,’ ‘ Versailles,, ‘ Good
Fortune,’ ‘ Belle Vue,’ * La-
grange,’ ‘ Nismes,’ * La Re-
traite,, ‘ Good Intent,’
© Wales,’ ‘ Vreesland,’
* Orangefield,’ and ‘ Lustund
Rust.’

 

(signed) George Ross,
s. IaP. 

$21,

 

On the estates up the
river they are idly dis-
posed; the ‘ Garden of
Eden’ and_ plantation
* Friendship.’

(signed) Thomas Delafons,
3s .J. P,  (signed) K. Heyland,

8.3-P, (signed) J. A. Allen,
8.3. P.  
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DISTRICT (E.)
DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.)

eee

DISTRICT (f1)

 

 

F

Captain Bartlett. George Kellock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Esq,
——._|

+ None. None. None. Such complaints88 Were
bronght by the apprenticed
labourers were satisfac.

.

torily arranged by the par.
:

ties.
3
i

2 (
&
nw

3
=

=. rn

( None. None. None. None.

§
o

2
2

;
S

 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

14
.

Plantations ‘Best,’ «Tuchen
de Vrienden’ and ‘ Vrees-en-
hoop,’ no food is allowed the
unapprenticed children; on
all the other estates the chil-
dren get the same as when in
a state of slavery.

The children are treated
as formerly.

The children have the
same care as when in a
state of slavery.

On some estates no food
and clothing is given ; but,
on all, medical attendance,
and nurses to take care of
the children when the mo-
thers are in the field.

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

ta
Qu
es
ti
on

15
.

Six; viz. plantations ‘ Vree-
denhoop,’ Mr. Gladston, pro-
prietor ; ‘Haarlem,’ Mr.Gop-
Py, proprietor; ‘ Windsor
Forest,’ Mr. Douglas, pro-
prietor ; ‘ Jalousie,’ Mr. Wa-
terton, proprietor; ‘ Union,’
Mr. Milne, proprietor; ‘ Best,’
Mr. Beete, proprietor.

Five; plantations ‘ Meer-
zorg,’ Mr. Bishop, attorney;
*Sans Souci,’ Mr. Simson,
attorney ; ‘ Waterloc,Mary’s
Villa,” Mr. M‘Rae, attor-
ney; ‘ Blenheim,’ Mr. Lane,
attorney.

 

Nine ; as stated in a for-
mer report.

Seven ; plantations ‘Tay-
mouth Manor, Mr.Bar-
low; ‘Land of Plenty;

‘ Sparta; ‘ HamptonCourt;

‘ Walton Hall; ‘ Reliance;
‘ Anna Regina.’

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

16
.  (signed) Spry Bartéett,

8.3. P.
(signed) George Kellock,

S.J. P.  Nothing further, than to
state the good conduct of
apprenticed labourers ge-
nerally.

(signed) George Ball,
8. J.P.  (signed) W.d.Brittain,

8, 5.P 
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DISTRICT (I.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose, Esq. John M‘Leod, Esq. J.Van Riyk de Groot, Esq. J. J. Candlin, Esq.

a

None. One of assault, not yet The returns from this None.

decided. district not received; the .

magistrate supposed to be
ill.

No. No. - - 2 6 None.

 

Generally the same as
before the 1st Aug. 1834.

Children receive the
game attention a3 when in
a state of slavery.

On most ofthe estates, the
children are fed, and on all they
receive medical attendance.

 
 

There are schools on
most of the estates among
the apprenticed labourers
themselves, and on several
there are teachers engaged.

One in ‘ Caryie,’ sup-
ported by the gentlemen
resident there; it is at-
tended by sixty scholars.

On < Skeldon,’aclergyman,

paid by the proprietor, is re-

sident, and a school is kept,

which is also attended by the
ciildren ofthe next estate.

 

 
(signed) _ George Rose,

8. J. P. 
5Qt,

 On ¢ Vryheid,’ the ap-
rentices were under the

impression the King had 
iven them Saturday ; they all came to town;

i explained to them they were mistaken, and

I have no
of their error.

(signed) John M‘Leod,
8. J. P.

(True extracts.)

doubt they will soon be convinced  (signed) J.J. Candlin,
8.5. P.

Henry John Baird, Private Secretary.

No. 655.
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—No. 655.—
(No. 236.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 29 Sept. 1836.

I wave great pleasure in laying before your Lordship a copy of an addresg
which was presented to me a few days ago, when at Berbice, by the inhabitants
of that district ; and also a copy of my reply. I understand that addresses of a
similar nature are in progress both in Essequibo and Demerara. Ibelieve J
may venture to assure your Lordship that every thing like opposition or ill-will
is completely at an end in this colony; nothing can be more satisfactory than
the state of British Guiana.

I take the liberty of observing to your Lordship that I never doubted for one
moment but that ultimately the inhabitants of this colony would do me justice.
The good feeling is, however, more general, and the re-action more complete,
than I had anticipated would have been the case in so short a period of time,
I beg to offer my respectful congratulations to your Lordship upon the state of
this important province.
A number of the apprenticed labourers of the Berbice district also presented

me with an address, a copy of which, together with my reply, I have likewise
the honour to lay before your Lordship, and as I trust for His Majesty’s ap-
probation.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure (A.) in No. 655.

To His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. c. 8., &e. &e. &e.

We, the undersigned inhabitants of the district of Berbice, beg most respectfully to
greet your Excellency with a loyal welcome on this occasion of your visiting us, and to
tender to your Excellency our sincere congratulations upon the prosperity, union and har-
mony which you will find to prevail within this portion of your Excellency’s government,—
an order of things which we acknowledge with grateful satisfaction. Deeply-interested
participators in the eventful scenes of the times, many of us may have felt 1t our duty to
share in differences of opinion upon some of the measures of government with a warmth
which, however great, seemed only commensurate to our personal anxieties, and to the mag-
nitude of the stake which we judged to be in danger.

If, however, in a free and manly spirit these sentiments have been uttered, the like inde-
pendence prompts us now to state that, with the causes which elicited the expression of such
sentiments has passed away every desire to remember their occurrence.
We therefore now feel confident that the public welfare and interests will be best con-

sulted by a fixed determination on the part of every member of this community to yield to
your Excellency, without reference to party distinction, their best endeavours to carry
through the remaining stages of the Emancipation Act, with the same happy and satisfac-
tory results which have hitherto accompanied that measure.
To conclusion, we beg to reiterate our most respectful and loyal welcome to your Excel-

lency, and to subseribe ourselves,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servants,
(signed) Charles R. Winfield, Sheriff of Berbice.

Also 166 other signatures.

To this Address his Excellency was pleased to make the following reply :—
Gentlemen,

I THANK you for your friendly reception, and for your loyal and manly address ; your con-
gratulations upon the prosperity, union and harmony which prevail in the district of Berbice
afford me peculiar gratification.

I beg to assure you, Gentlemen, that whatever difficulties and anxiety I may have expe-
rienced in conducting the Government of British Guiana, I am more than amply compen-
sated in beholding the present flourishing state of this truly magnificent province —in wit-
nessing the tranquillity, industry and happiness which prevail, even to our remotest limits.
I cordially concur in the desire you have expressed to consign all past differences to
oblivion.

I accept with pleasure the offer of your best assistance in carrying the Emancipation Act
through its remaining stages; and, supported as I now am by the public avowal of the
sentiments of so enlightened and intelligent a portion of the community, I look forward
not only without apprehension towards the still greater change which will shortly rake

place,
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lace, but I feel assured that the last step in the Abolition of Slavery will be attended

with the same happy and satisfactory results as have hitherto accompanied that measure in

British Guiana.

Berbice, 22 Sept. 1836. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 655.

To his Excellency Major General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. C. B. &c. &e. &c.

We, the undersigned apprenticed labourers, residing in New Amsterdam, district of

Berbice, British Guiana, most humbly approach your Excellency; we heartily greet your

Excellency on your visit to this district, and, having entire satisfaction in, and grateful

alike to, our most gracious Sovereign King William the Fourth, the Government, and your

Excellency, for the measures now progressing in our favour, we too participate in, and

rejoice equally with our richer colonists in the peace, unanimity and prosperity of this

district ; we, having the fullest confidence in the equal administration of the laws, and looking

forward, as we do, to the termination of the apprenticeship, do humbly assure your Excel-

lency, that we shall do all in our power, by our example, in industry,honesty, and respect

for our superiors, and so far as our influence extends, to induce others to do the same, so

as to prove to our gracious King, your Excellency and the world that we are not unworthy

of the great boon of freedom that has been conferred on vs and our brethren.

We wish your Excellency health and happiness, and hope you may long continue to
‘overn us.

8 New Amsterdam, Berbice, 25 Sept. 1836, Thirty-three signatures.

To this Address his Excellency was pleased to make the following reply :—

Apprenticed Labourers,—I have listened to your address with no common gratification;

the sentiments you have expressed are exactly those I wish you to entertain.

Be assured that in sedulously attending to the precepts of religion and morality ; by pro-

viding for your wants, and for those of your respective families; by the exercise of honest

industry; mn scrupulously obeying the enactments of the laws ;—you will best promote your

happiness in this world, as well as prepare yourselves for your appearance in that which is

to come.

That you will so conduct yourselves I feel every confidence.

Berbice, 25 Sept. 1836. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 656. —
(No. 172.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 Nov. 1836.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch (No. 236) of

the 29th September last, enclosing a copy of an address which had been pre-

sented to you by the inhabitants of the district of Berbice, expressive of their

congratulations on the prosperity of the colony of British Guiana under your

government.
In reply, I beg to express to you the great gratification which I have expe-

rienced at receiving the proof which is afforded by this address of the high

estimation in which you are held by the different classes of society in the colony.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 657. —
(No. 244.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 24 Oct. 1836.

I wave the honour herewith to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the

monthly reports of the stipendiary special justices in British Guiana for the

month of September.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

521, Enclosure

BRITISH
GUIANA.
—aw

Enclosure (B.)
in No. 655.

No. 656.

No. 657.



PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

 

 

  

 

 

490
a,

Enclosure in No. 657. - - - - - .

EPITOME of the Montuty Revorts from the Firteen STipenDIARY - ~ , .

eee

DISTRICT (A.)
DISTRICT (B,)

QUESTIONS.
Eastern Division, Western Division. A.M. Lyons, Bs

Captain Coleman. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq. ust

1. Are thelabourersin your | Yes, They are. Yes.
district civil, contented and
cheerful?

2. Have they performed| Yes. They have. Yes.
their work during the last
month with alacrity and good-
will?

3. Has the work on any On * Plantation Farm ;’ The gangs have done| No.
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes;
have the goodness to name the
estate, the proprietor or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

Capt. Warren, proprietor,
John Henry, manager.

 

4. Is task-work generally re-
sorted to within your district?
or do the labourers preferwork-
ing the seven hours and a half
per day, as fixed by law?

Task-work is generally
resorted to.

their work well.

 

Voluntary task-work. Task-work is generally re
sorted to.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use in
your district? Are there any
estates in your district on which
the labourers are compelled to
lay by for two or three hours
in the middle of the day, and
then to complete their seven
hours and a half in the after-
noon (by which division of
their labour they have little or
no time to themselves)? Ifyes,
have the goodness to name
the estates, proprietors or at-
tornies, and the managers,  Fromseven o'clock a.m.

till two o'clock Pp. x.  From seven o’clock a.m.
till eleven o’clock, and from
one o'clock to half-past
four rp. M,  —

From seveno'clock AM.

until the work is finished.  
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_ .  -  ¢ Spgcrax Jusrices in British Guiana, for the Month of September 1836.

aa

~

DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (N.)
DISTRICT (D.)

Town. River. Urprer RIvEr.

George Ross,Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. K. Heyland, Esq.
Captain Allen,

  

 

 

made against a few estates
doing avery little work.

They are. Yes. Yes. Yes.

Yes. With few exceptions. In general with alacrity Yes, with a few exceptions.
and good will.

No. Complaints have been At one period on plan-
tation ‘ Cotton Tree,’ D.
Melville, attorney, J. Mac-
Dougal, manager; and on
plantation ‘ Blairmont,’ C.
Faloon, attorney, J. Stew-
art, manager.

 On ‘ Nimes ;’ M‘Turk and
Rose, attornies, J. H. Otter-
bein, manager.

  

It is, on the estates, In
town the mechanics work
the Jegal time.

Seven and a half hours,
as fixed by law.

Task-work is invariably

resorted to.

 

From seven o'clock a. M.
until the work is finished. From seven o'clock a.m.

till half-past two o'clock,
three o’clock and four
o’clock P.M. From seven o'clock A.M.

till half-past three P.M. 
Task-work is generally re-

sorted to.

 

From seven o'clock a.m.
till eleven o'clock, and from
twelve and one o'clock P.M.
till half-past three o’clock and
half-past four o’clock P. M. 
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Bail, Esq.

DISTRICT (H,)

J. W. Britiain, Esq,

 

 
  

 

 

   

nnc

Yes. Yes Yes. They are,

&

S
<

5
=

‘“

\

( .

a Perfectly so. Perfectly so. They have, with the ex- With the exception of. ception of one estate, ‘ Vel-| one estate,
8 vorden.’

é3 ¢

2
a

E
Ss

\
f"

No. No. On ¢ Velvorden’ only. Plantation ‘ Better Suc-
cess;’ Messrs. Chandler

a and Fans, proprietors, P.
8 Hughes, manager.

§
e

2
”
s

5
s

\
7

< Task-work almost without Task-work is universal. Task-work is generally Task-work is universally
g| any exception, preferred, adopted.

8
og
2)
5
§
=

N

\

a

From seven o'clock in the From about six o'clock From half-past six and No disposition has been
morning till the work is finish.| A.m. until thework is finish-| seven o'clock a.m. until | made to annoy the labour
ed, ed. the work is finished. ers by any manager.

o*

3
8
e

=

5
PJ

2
a}     

cee]
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DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.
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DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

J. Van Riyk de Groot, Esq.

493

DISTRICT (M.)

J. J. Candlin, Esq.

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

They are. No return from this dis- They are.
Yes. : : :

trict, the magistrate being
ill, and the duties perform-
ed by the magistrate of
District (N.)

eee

Yes, In most instances. - = = = - Yes.

No. It has, except plantation | - - - - - No.

‘Highbury 7 Messrs. Da-
vidson, Barkly & Co., pro-
prietors, J. Juna, mana-
ger.

Yes. It is. - = - - Task-work is general.

  

;From seven A.M. until
their tasks are finished.   
521,

 From seven in the morn-
ing till task is performed, From seven o’clock in the

morning, and finish their task
about one P.M.   

(c
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p
a
g
e
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.

Captain Coleman.
Western Division.

Charles Henry Strut, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq,

 

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made, and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on the
part of the labourers.

They generally perform
extra labour for hire, at
the rate of from one to
three bits per day, prompt
payment.

On most of the estates
they perform extra labour
for hire; payments are made
monthly ; wages from two
to three guilders per week.

ranma|

They do; Wages two
stivers per hour; Payments
weekly andmonthly,

 

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authority
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

None to resist authority. On plantation ‘Clon-
broke,’ on the 24th of the
month, by one or two in-
dividuals, when receiving
their annual clothing.

None.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been manifest-
ed by any of the labourers to
neglect their work, or to be-
have rudely to those in autho-
rity over them, has such
misconduct been so s;eneral as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspiracy;
or is it only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that you have had
complaints made ?

No combination or con-
spiracy.

None. Only the idle are some.
times rude to those in au-
thority.

 

9. Hasthe attendance ofthe
predial labourers at church,
and oftheir children at school,
been regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
ofyour district ?

Yes, It has. It has been very good.

 

10. Haveyou individually as
a magistrate, and has the court
over which you preside, been
under the necessity of order-
ing punishment by whipping
during the preceding month ?
and, if answered in the affir-
mative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

None. Two + - 20 stripes each, None.

 

11, Has any manager, over-
seer or other person in autho-
rity over the predial labour-
ers, been fined or otherwise
punished, by the court over
which you preside, during the
preceding month, for miscon-
duct towards any labourer or
labourers? Have there been
any instances of the labourers
having been detained at work
beyond the legal hours? and,
n such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each in-
dividual labourer been levied?   None. None,  
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DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (N.)

: DISTRICT (D.)__

Town. . River. Urrer River. Captain Allen.
George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. K. Heyland, Esq.

ee
 

They do; wages two to

three bits per day, prompt

payment.

They do, when manu-
facturing sugar ; payments
weekly or monthly.

They do, when manu-
facturing sugar; wages
from 3f. to 3f. 10. per
week; payments weekly, or
on demand.

No variation has taken
place since the ist July.

 

 

  

 
 

 

None. At ‘ Peter's Hall,” a| Twotrifling cases,‘Blair-)| | None deserving of notice.
trifling act of insubordina-| mont’ and ‘ Balthyeck.
tion.

None. I do attribute this idle It was so general at one None.
disposition to doctrines| time that I attributed it
that are but tooavowedly| to combination.
professedanddisseminated,
that the apprentices are
not to work more than
seven and a half hours, as
thereby they sell their
souls,

They have. Yes. Yes, very good. The attendance at church
has increased.

None. Five - 30 stripes. Three Two - 25 stripes ea. One - - 25 stripes.

Eleven Two 20 ,, each. One - 30s,
Three 15 5, 55
One-12 ,, 5,

None fined; one over- None. One attorney fined for None.
seer on plantation ‘ Tho-
mas was discharged for

ill-treating an apprenticed
labourer. 
521,

   

misconduct towards
apprenticed labourer.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Barilett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

—__

DISTRICT (H)
W. J. Brittain, Esq.

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
6.

They do when manufac-
turing produce on all the
estates, and on ‘ The Hague’
in the field. Rate of wages
about two stivers per hour;
payment weekly.

Upon every estate extra
labour is done for hire.
Wages from two to three
guilders per week.

Extra labour is done for
hire. Rate of wages from
one guilder to cne and a
half guilder per day; they
are usually paid monthly.

Extra labour is ye
generally performed inthis
district; five bits ig paid
for the scale of labourfor
seven hours and a half.

  

An
sw

er
s
to

Qu
es

ti
on

7.

None of any consequence. No. None. None.

 
 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

8.

Of those punished, the
majority were old offenders.

It is only of a few dis-
orderly persons that com-
plaints have been made.

At § Hoff Van Holland’
a combination existed, in
consequence ofhavingbeen
deprived of Saturday; the
gangs have now given up
their opposition.

 

On ‘ Better Success,’ the
refusal to perform a rea-
sonable day’s work was so
general as. to indicate a
very determined combina-
tion.

 

 

An
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s

to
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t.

9,

Yes. The churches and schools
are well attended at all
times,

As regular as can be
expected.

 

The attendanceat church
still continues to the full
extent of the accommoda-

tion.

 

A
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to
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on
10
, Three - 20 stripes each. Four - 39 stripes each. Two - 39 stripes ea.

One - 30 ditto each.
Twelves Five - 25 ”

Two- 20 ”
Two- 15 »

fr

Five - - 15 stripes.
Eight Three - 10 each.
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s

fo
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11
.  Thomas Powell, overseer

of ‘ Cornelia Ida,’ fined 30 s.
for an assault.

Richard Ogle, manager of
of ‘Vrees-en-hoop,’ fined 10s.
for striking an apprenticed
labourer.  One overseer has been

fined go f. to the King for
striking a labourer.  One manager has been

fined for striking an appren-
ticed labourer.

None.   
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DISTRICT (I.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Ross, Esq. John M‘Leod, Esq. J. Van Riyk de Groot, Esq. J. J. Candlin, Esq.

_

On several estates extra Those employed about} - - - - = Extra labour is general;

labour is performed; wages the works; the rate of wages differ; payments re-

vary ; paid weekly, or when| wages from two to. three gular.
asked for. guilders per week.

No. No. - = © © = None.

Only a few idle and dis- No. - = = © = Against a few idle and

orderly. disorderly labourers that
complaints have been made.

Yes, It has. - 2 ee *£ = Yes.

None, wo-3gstripesea.) - 7 7 7 * One - - go stripes.
Five{Two - 15 ”

One - 20 ”

No, No. }- - - = +] No  
521,
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QUESTIONS,

DISTRICT (A.)
 

EASTERN DIVISION.

Captain Coleman,
Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

408 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
a

DISTRICT (B)

A.M. Lyons,Esq.
 

12. Have any complaints
been preferred te you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clathing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
event of any complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters, and caused justice to
be rendered to the parties as
far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

No. None to require men-
tion.

_ A few, which werey
investigation found to be
unfounded.

 

13. Haveany of thefreechil-
dren upon any of the estates in
your district been bound ap-
prentices during the last month?
f yes, name the estates upon

‘which such occurrences have
taken place, and state if the
transactions were with the free
consent and approbation ofthe
parents of the children.

No, None. None.

 

14. How are the children fed
and taken care ofon the estates
in your district? Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and ig an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them? or
are they fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed totake care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty ?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they
were ina state of slavery ?

The children have all
allowance,andmedical at-
tendance.

The free children are
fed by the estates, and have
medical attendance, and
nurses when their mothers
are at work.

The children are fedand
have medical attendance,
the same as when inastate
of slavery.

  

15. On how many estates in
your district are schools es-
tablished ? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

There are none but Sun-
dayschools at the churches
and meeting-houses.

Two; oneon ‘ Enmore,’
one on ‘ Greenfield ;’ the
first, Mr. Porter, the latter,
Mr. Glen, proprietors,

There has been no in-
crease or decrease of
schools since last return.

 

- 16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the Lieute-
nant-governor connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
piness ofthe district underyour
superintendence ? Ifyes, state
the same.  (signed) To. Coleman,

RTP.  None.

(signed) Cha? Henry Strutt,
8.5.  The district is quiet and

tranquil, and every thing

going on well.

(signed) A. M. Lyons,
gs IP 
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On all the estates in this
district the children are
allowed food, nurses and—
medical attendance.

The children are fed,
have nurses to attend them
when their mothers are at
work, and medical attend-
ance.

They are fed and taken
care of, the same as when
in a state of slavery, ex-
cept ‘ Gilderland,’ where
they receive an allowance
of provisions.

The report on this sub-
ject has not varied in any
particular.  
 

Three; viz. ¢ Kitty’ es-
tate, ‘ Belleair,’ and ‘ Tho-
mas,’

 

Five; viz. plantations
‘ Craig,’ ‘ Perseverance,’
© Peter’s Hall,’ ‘ Rome and
Houston,’ and * Ruimveldt.’

One; viz. plantation
* Augsburg.’

Ten; viz. ‘ Kiyn Poude-.
royen,’ ¢ Malgretout,’ ¢ Ver-
sailles,’ ‘ Good Fortune,’ ‘ Ia
Grange,’ ¢ Nismes,’ ‘ La Re-
traite,’ ‘ Belle Vue,’ ‘ Good
Intent,’ and ‘ Wales.’

  (signed) George Ross,

I deem it my duty to
state, that there is an evi-
dent hostile feeling towards
the clergyman ofthe parish 
‘viduals.

(signed Tho Delafons,
s.J. Pr s S.J. Ps

521,

None.

by a great many managers of estates, who attri-
bute the idleness of their labourers in the field

to the conduct and doctrines of those indi-

(signed) K.Heyland,
8. J. P. (signed) -J. 4. Allen,  8.3. P./

499
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DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (N.)
DISTRICT (D.)

Town. RIver. Upper River. Captain Allen:

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. K. Heyland, Esq. _ ,
|_

Four cases; three of None. One, the attorney of All complaints have been

which were dismissed; one plantation ‘ Blairmont,’| inquired into, and redress

for beating; the party ac- who was fined. given to the best of my

cused fined. ability.

None. None. None. None.
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DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H)

DISTRICT (E.) G Ball. E WW. |
Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Kellock, Esq. eorge Ball, Esq. . «od. Brittain, Esq,

/ a
None. No. One, which was un- None.

founded.
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a None, No. None, None,

3
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=
33
®
‘“

\

( The children are located, The children are fed | They are taken care of | On most of the estates
as formerly, on all the estates| and attended as formerly.| inthe same manneraswhen | the free children are fed
but plantations ‘ Best,’‘ Vree- in a state of slavery. and clothed; on all, they
senhoop,’ * Tuchen,’ where have medical attendance

| 20 food is allowed, and nurses.

5
3
3|
3
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8
=
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.

Five; viz. plantations
© Vreedenhoop,’ ‘ Haarlem,’
‘Windsor Forest,’ ‘ Jalousie,’
and ‘ Best.’

Five ; viz. plantations
* Blenheim,’ ‘ Enterprise,’
‘ Endeavour,’ ‘ Meirzorg,’
aud * Sans Souci.’

Eight; as stated in for-
mer reports,

Six; viz. plantations
* Walton Hall,’ * Sparta,
¢ Anna Regina,’ ‘ Land of
Plenty,’ ‘ Hampton Court,

and * Taymouth Manor,
besides Sunday schools.
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to
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16
,

(signed) Spry Bartlett,
3.5.P.    (signed) George Kelleck,

8. J.P.  The apprenticed la-
bourers continue to work
assiduously, and generall
to conduct themselves wit
the most perfect propriety.

(signed) George Ball,
S.5.P. |

; JIB ittain,(signed) W.J. Br ene.  


