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P A P E R S

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY
HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

Part III.
)
(In continuation of the Papers presented in the Year 1835, Nos. 177 and 278.)
BARBADOES, NEVIS, TRINIDAD,
BRITISH GUIANA, VIRGIN ISLANDS, ST. LUCIA,
MAURITIUS, DOMINICA, HONDURAS,
ANTIGUA, ST. VINCENT, BAHAMAS, A
MONTSERRAT, GRENADA, BERMUDA, anp :
ST. CHRISTOPHER, TOBAGO, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.
1836.
Parr. IIL (2.)

in continuation of Papers
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
30 March 1836.
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SCHEDULE.

BARBADOES.

No. 219.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.B. to Lord Glenelg, dated Go-
vernment-house, Barbadoes, 21 August 1835 ; (four Enclosures) - - - p. 5

No. 220.~Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B. to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government-house, Barbadoes, 22 August 1835 ; (three Enclosuresy - - p. 9

No. 221.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Srith, dated Downing-street, 13 October

1835 - = - - - p. 12

No. 323.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badoes, 15 September 1835 - - - - - - - - - p 13

No. 223.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 31 De-
cember 1835 - - - - - - - - - - - * p. 14

No. 234.~~Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badoes, 8 December 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - . - - - - p 14

No. 225.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 20 January
1836 - . - - - - - - - - - - - p. 10

No. 226.~—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government.house, Bar-
badoes, 8 December 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - "= - . . . p 46

No. 227.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
22 January 1836 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 22

No. 228.~—Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badves, 30 December 1835 - - - - - - - . - p. 22

No. 229.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 6 April
1836 - - - - - - - - - - - « - p. 23

TasLe (B.)
Return of Punishments, from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - p. 23

BRITISH GUIANA.

No. 230.—Extracts of a Despatch from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., k.c.s. to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp-house, Demerara, 20 June 1835 - - - - - - p. 24

No. 231.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 1 July
1835 - - - - - - - - - - - . - p. 25

No. 232.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
22 July 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - - - - - - - p. 26

No. 233.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
9 August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - - p 40

No. 234.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
11 Auvgust 1835 ; (one Enclosure) ~ - - - - - - - -~ p. 42

No. 235.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
' 26 August 1835 - - - - . - . - - - p 55

No. 236.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
19 September 1835 ; (three Enclosuresy - - - - - - - pe 55

No. 237.— Extracts of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 26 September 1835 - - - - - - - - - - p 56

No. 238.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme=
rara, 4 October 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - - - . - p. 56

No. 239.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
26 November 1835 - - - - - - . - - - - p 69

No. 240.—Copy of a Despatch fiom Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
12 October 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - -« p. 69

No. 241.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
30 December 1835 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 70

No. 242.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 28 October 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - p. 70

No. 243.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
11 November 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - p. 83

No. 244.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
12 January 1836 - . - - - - - - - - p. 84
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No. 245.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

11 November 1835; (two Lnclosures) - - - p. 84
No. 246.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth dated Downing-street,
11 January 1836 - - - - - p. 85
No. 247.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp—house, Demerara,
11 November 1835 - - - - - p. 86
No. 248.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
30 January 1836 - - . - =+ - p 86
No. 249.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp -house, Demerara,
12 November 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 86
No. 250.— Cepy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
13 November 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 99
No. 251.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth dated Downing-street,
22 January 1836 - - - - - - p. 104
No. 252.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C.’Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-houae, Demerara,
28 November 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p.105
No, 253~—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C, Smyth to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
12 December 1835 - - - - p. 105
No. 254.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr J C. Smyth dated Downing-street,
29 Janvary 1836 - - e« = D107
No. 255.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
13 December 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - p. 107
No. 256.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
27 January 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - = Pp-120
No. 257.~—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
28 January 1836; (three Enclosures) - - p.122
No. 258.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
24 February 1836 ; (one Enclosure) « - . - p.135
No. 259.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
31 March 1836 . . « = p.148
No. 260.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth, dated Downmg-street,
25 April 1836 - - - - p.148
No. 261.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
16 March 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - p.148
No. 262.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
19 March 1836 - - - p.16s
No. 263.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 14 April 1836 ; (two Enclosures) - - p.162
No. 264.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
a3 April 1836; (one Enclosure) - - = p.175
No. 265.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr J C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
21 June 1836 - - ~ - p-177
No. 266.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord blenelg, dated Camp—house, Demerara,
6 May 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - . - p.177
No. 267.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. vath to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp -house, Demerara,
11 May 1836 - - - - - p.1Bo
No. 268.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth dated Downmg-street, 12 July
1836 - - - p.181
No. 269.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J C. Smyth to Lord Glene]g, dated Camp-houee, Demerara,
15 May 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - p.181
No. 270.~Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
23 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - p.194
No. 271 --Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth dated Dowmng~street, 30 July
836 - - = - P19
No. 272.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
1 June 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - -~ p.195
No. 273.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Sm) th dated Dowmng—street 21 July
1836 - - = - pgo
No. 274.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-houee, Demerara,
15 June 1836 - - - p.-197
No. 275.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
16 June 18306 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p.197
No. 276.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J C. Smyth, dated Dowmng—street, 27 June
1836 - - - p.210

TasLe (B))

Rewsrn of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - p.210

‘MavuRrIiTIUS,



MAURITIUS.

No. 277.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir William Nlcolay to Mr. Qecretary T. Spring
Rice, dated Mauritius, 18 April 1835 - - -~ p. 211

No. 298.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord G]ene]g to Slr erham Nrcolay, dated Downmg street,
7 December 1835 - - - p. 211

No. 279.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir Wllllam Nrco]ay to Mr. Secr etary T S. Rlce, dated Mauritius,
23 April 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - p. 219

No. 280.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr er]ram Nlco]ay, dated Dowmng-street,
9 January 1836 - - p. 214

No. 281.—~Copy of a Despatch from Su' erllam Nrcolay to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Mauritius,
14 May 1835 - - p. 214

No. 282.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelrr to Slr erham Nrco]ay, dated Dowmng-street,
10 October 1835 - - p 214

No. 283.—Copy Jof a D8espatch from Sir erllam Nlcolay to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Mauritius,
3July 1835 - - - p. 216

No. 284.—Extract of a Despatch from Slr Wllham Nlcolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mallr)rluus,
19 November 1835 - - p. 216

No. 285.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord (:lene]q to Slr Wdlram Nlcolay, dated Dowmng street,
27 March 1836 - - p. 217

No. 286.-——Lxtract of a Despatch trom Sir Wlllnm Nrcolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
24 December 1835 - - - p. 218

No. 287.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir Wllham Nlcolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
23 January 1836 - - - p. 218

No. 288.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to blr Wllham Nlcolay, dated Downmg-street,
20 January 1836 - - p. 218

No. 289.—~Copy of a Despatch from Srr Wllham Nrcolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Muauritius,
23 January 1836 ; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 219

No. 2go.—Copv o{q a D%spéitch from Lord Glene]g to Sir Wr]ham Nrcolay, dated Dowmnv-streel,
25 May 1836 - - . 230

No. 291.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ erlram Nlcolay to Lerd/ G]ene]g, dated Masrrtu?s,
5 January 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 234

No. 292. -—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll‘ leham Nlcolay, dated Downmg street,
11 August 1826 - - p. 240

No. 293.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir erlram Nrcolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Maurmus,
29 February 1836 ; (five Enclosures) - - p- 242

No. 294.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir William \hcolay to Lord G]enelg, dated Mauritius,
23 April 1836; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 251

ANTIGUA.

No. 295.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
tary Spring Rice, dated Government-bouse, Antigua, 29 August 1834 - - p- 253
No. 296.——Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E. J, M. M‘Gretror, dated

Downing-street, 27 December 1834 - - - Pp. 253
No. 2g7.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. ’VI‘Gregor to Mr Secretary Sprmg Rice, dated
Government-house, Antigua, 22 December 1834 - -~ p- 253
No. 2g8.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E J. M M‘Gregor, dated
Downing-street, 27 February 1835 - - p. 253
No. 2g9.— Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr E. J M. M‘Gregor, dated Dowmng-street,
14 May 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 254
No. 300.—Copy of a Desp'\tch from Sir E, J. M. \1‘Gregor tu Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 14 July 1835 ; (three Enclosures) - - p. 254
No. go1.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M* Gregor to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 10 August 1835 - - p. 261
No. 302.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated G overnment-houee,
Antigua, 10 August 1835 ; (three Enclosures) - - p. 261
No. 303.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Dowmng-street,
10 October 1835 - - - - p. 266
No. 304.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 1 August 1835 ; (two Enclosures) = - p. 266
No. 3o5.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Dowmng-street,
20 September 1835 - - - p. 203
No. 306.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 14 September 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 294
Nou. 307.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Dowmng street,
16 Noven:ber 1835 - - - P 204
No. 308.— Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J M. M‘Grr “gor to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 15 September 1835 - - - p- 295
No. 309.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Sir E. J M. M Gregor, dated Dowmng-street,
30 November 1835 - - p. 295
No. 310.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E J. M ’\d‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Roseau,
Dominica, 30 December 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - p. 296
NMo. 311.—Extract of a Deapatch from Sir E J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 21 June 1836; (five Enclosures) - - p. 297
No. 312, —Copy of a Despatch from Lord (.ulem.lg to Sir E. J. M. M Gregor, d'\ted Downmg- street,
15 August 1836 - - - - - - Pp. 200

166.—11. _ MONTSERRAT.
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MONTSERRAT.

No. 313.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M¢Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

T. Spring Rice, dated Government-house, Antigua,10 December 1834 - p. 300
No. 314.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Charles Grant to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated
Downing street, 29 April 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 301

No. 315—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M¢Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Grant, dated
Government-house, Antigua, 22 June 1835 ; (sixteen Enclosures) - - - p. 302
No. 316.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M<Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Antigua, 27 June 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - -~ - - - - - p. 306
No. 317.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Grant, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 25 June 1835 - - - - - - . - p. 308
No. 318.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E.J. M. M‘Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Gran*, dated
Government-house, Antigua, 25 June 1835 - - - - - - p. 308
No. 319.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M¢‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 28 July 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 308
No. 320.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M, M‘Gregor, dated Downing-street,

1 February 1836 - - - - - p. 309
No. 321.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Downing-street,
15 February 1836 - - - N - - = - p.309
No. 322.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg, dated Montserrat,
11 August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - - p. 310
No. 323.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg, dated Montserrat,
24 August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - . - - - p. 310
No. 324.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M<Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 15 August 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - - - p. 311

No. 325.~—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Downing-streeét,
1 February1836 - - - - - - - = = = = p.313
No. 326.--Extractof a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. MGregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Dominica, 14 April 1836 ; (three Euclosures) - - - . - p. 314
TastLe (B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 November 1835t0 31 May 1836 - - = = p. 316

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 327.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir EvanJ. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,to Mr. Secretary

T. Spring Rice, dated Government-house, Antigua, 15 September 1834 - p. 316

No. 328.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-
street, 12 February 1835 - - - - - - - - - ~ p. 316

No. 329.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 25 August 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - - p. 317

No. 330.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 25 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - - - - p- 317

No. 331.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-
street, 14 October 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 319

No. 332.— Extract of a Despatch from Sir E.J. M. M:Gregor, Burt., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 8 September 1835 - - - - - - - p- 319

No. 333.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 14 November 1835 - - - - - - . - p. 320

No. 334.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M., M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downinga
. street, 1 January 1836 - - - - - - - - - - p. 321
No. 335.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835 ; (eight Enclosures) - - - p. 321

No. 336.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-
street, 31 December 1835 . - - - - - - - - p. 327

No. 337—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M<Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Rosean,
Dominica, 2 February 1836 ; (four Enclosures) - - = = - Pp. 327

TasLe (B.)
Return of Punishments fromn 1 Septeinber 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - p- 331
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NEVIS.
No. 338.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, 2 August 1834 - - - - - p- 332
No. 339.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 28 February 1835 - - - - - - p. 332
No. 340.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Antigua, 8 September 1835 (five Enclosures) - - - - -~ P- 332
No. 341.—Extract of & Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 11 December 1835 - - - - - = p.335

No. 342.—00;:{ of a Despatch frora Governor Sir E. J. Murray M*Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - p. 335

No. 343 —Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 23 January 1836 - - - - - - - p- 336

No. 344.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 28 October 1835; (five Enclosures) - p- 336

No. 345.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M¢Gregor, Bart.,

dated Downing-street, 1 January 1836 - - - - - - p- 338
No. 346.—~ Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M urray M¢‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 1 February 1836 - - - - - - - p-338
No. 347.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Roseau, Dominica, 1 February 1836 - - - - - - P 239
No. 348.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 31 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - - Pp- 340

No. 349.-—Cop3' of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Dominica, 11 June 1836; (three Enclosures) < Pp. 340

No. 350.—Copy of & Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 13 August 1836 - - - - - - - P. 341

TasLE (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - p. 342

VIRGIN ISLANDS.

No. 351.—FExtract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 16 July 1835 ; (five Enclosures) - - P 342

No. 352.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
- dated Downing-street, 1 September 1835 = - - - - . o P- 344

No. 353.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 17 August 1835 ; (three Enclosures) - p. 345

No. 354.-—Co%y of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
*dated Downing street, 18 October 1835 - - - - - - - p. 346

No. 355.—00;:{ of a Despatch from Governor Sir E, J, Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
- ated Government-house, Antigua, 25 August 1835; (five Enclosures) = p. 346

No. 356.—CopI of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 14 September 1335; (six Enclosures) - p. 348

No. 357.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 13 November 1835 ‘. - - - - - P. 850

No. 358.—Cop3v of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835 - - - - p. 351

No. 359.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
: dated Downing-street, 1 January 1836 - - - - = = - p- 35

No., 360.—Co%y of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
ated Downing-street, 1 February 1836 = - - - - = = p. 351

TasLe (B)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 March 1836 - - - Pp. 352
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DOMINICA.

No. 361.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Earl
of Aberdeen,dated Government-house, Antigua,13 May 1835; (15 Enclosures) p. 352
No. 362.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 30 June 1835 - . o e &« = = = p.356
No. 363.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 6 August 18353 (four Enclosures) - P. 357
No. 364.~—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua; 15 September 1835; (one Enclosure) - p. 358
No. 365.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated
Downing-street, 30 November 1835 - - - - - - - Pp- 359
No. 366.—Copy of a Despatch from Goveruor Sir E. J. M. M¢Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Roseau, Dominica, 13 January 1836 - - - - - - p. 360
No. 367.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M¢Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 14 April 1836 - - - - - - - Y
No. 368.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Dominica, 4 March 1836 ; (five Enclosures) - p- 361
No. 369.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 2 May 1836 - - - - - - - - p- 363
No. 370.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M<Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Dominica, 19 April 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 363
No. 371.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Dominica, 28 April 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 364
No. 372.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.,,
dated Downing-street, 20 June 1836 - - - - - - - p 365

(Tanre B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 te 31 March 1836 - - - - p- 366

ST. VINCENT.

No. 373.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Barbadoes, 4 August 18353 (three Enclosures) - - - p. 367
No. 374.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-
street, 24 September 1835 - - - - - - - « = p.308
No. 375—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government.
house., Barbadoes, 18 August 1835 ; {four Enclosures) - - - - Pp-
No. 376.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Barbadoes, 26 September 1335 ; {four Enclosures) - - - - p- 37@
No. 377.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Barbadoes, 26 September 1835 - - - - - - - p. 376
No. 378.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-
street, 12 November 1835 . - - - - - - - - p. 37
No. 379.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-
street, 30 November 1835 - - - . - - - - = Pp-377
No. 380.——-Co;l>y of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
. house, Barbadoes, 2 November 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - p- 377
No. 381.—Copy of & Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-

street, 31 December 1835 - - - - - - - - - p- 378
No. 382.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Barbadoes, 25 February 1836 ; (five Enclosures) « - - - p. 378
No. 383.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Barbadoes, 12 April 1836 ; (six Enclosures) - - - - - p- 379
No. 384.— Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Grenada, 3 May 1836 ; (six Enclosures) - - - - = p.381
No. 385.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Grenada, 3 May 1836 ; (six Enclosures) - - - - - Pp- 333
No. 386.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Governmeat-
house, Barbadoes, 8 June 1836; (six Enclosures) - - - - - p. 383
No. 387.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Barbadoes, 14 July 1836 ; (eix Enclosures) - - - - - p. 385

(TasLE B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 August 1825 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - - p. 386
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GRENAD A

No. 388.—Lxtract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Government-house, Barbadoes, g March 1835 - - - - p. 387
No. 389.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll‘ L. Smlth, dated Downmg street, 12 Sep-
tember 1835 - - - - p. 387
No. 390.—Copy of a Despatch from Su' L Smlth to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 3 August 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - p. 387
No. 391.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Sll’ L. Smlth dated Dowmng street, 19 Sep-
tember 1835 - - p. 388
No. 392.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ L Smlth to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 6 August 1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 388
No. 393.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smlth dated Dowmng-street, 21 Sep-
tember 1835 - - -
No. 394.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ L Snuth to Lord G]ene]g, dated Govemment Yxouse,
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 38
No. 395.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll‘ L. bmlth, dated Downmg-street, 30 No-
vember 1835 - - - p- 390
No. 396.—Copy of & Despatch from Sll’ L Smlth to Iord Glene]g, dated Government- ouse,
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835 ; (five Enclosures) - - - - - p. 390

(TasBLe B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - p. 397
TOBAGDO.
No. 397.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, k. c. B., to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Government-house, Barbadoes, 9 I‘ebruary 1835 - - - p. 397
No. 398.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Sir L. bmlth, dated Dowmng-street, 14 May
1835 - . 397
No. 399. - Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smlth to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Govergmegt-
house, Barbadoes, 16 March 1835 - - p- 398
No. 400. -Cop% of & Despatch from Lord Glenelg to er L. Sm:tb dated Dowmng-street, 7 Aprg
36 - - P39
No. 401.—Copy of a Despatch from SII' L Smlth to the ]:.arl of Aberdeen, dated Goven‘:ment-
ouse, Barbadoes, 11 Apl'll 1835 ; (four Enclosures) « - - p 398
No. 402.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Govemment-honse,
Barbadoes, 6 July 1835 - - p. 399
No. 403.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Snr L. bmxth dated Dowmng street, 14 Sepe
tember 1835 - - - p. 399
No. 404.—Copy of a Despatch from er L. Smlth to Lord Glenelg, dated Govemment-houae,
Barbadoes, 4 August 1835 - - p. 400
No. 405.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to er L. Smlth, datcd Downmg street, 12 Oc-
tober 1835 - P. 400
No. 406.—Copy of a Despatch from Lneutenant-Governor Darhng to Lord Glenelg. dated Government-
house, Tobago, 4 August 1835 p- 400
No. 407.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to er L. Smtth dated Dowmng street, 21 Sep-
tember 1835 - - - p. 402
No. 408.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ L. Smlth to Lord Glenelg, dated Government house,
Barbadoes, 20 August 1835 ; (eight Enclosures) . - p. 403
" No. 409.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835 ; (seven Enclosures) - - - p. 410
No. 410.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835 ; (two Enclosures) - - p 414
No. 411. - Copy of & Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 16 November 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 418
No. 412.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, duted Govemment house,
Barbadoes, 25 November 1835 ; (four Enclosures) - - Pp- 419
No. 413.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Str L. Smith, dated Dowmng-strect, 20 Ja-
nuary 1836 - - P- 435
No. 414.—Copy of a Despatch from er L Smlth to Lord Glenelg, doted Government house,
Barbudoes, 7 December 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - Pp. 425
No. 415.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government house,
Barbadoes, 19 January 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 426
No. 416.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
arbadoes, 21 January 1836 ; (three Enclosures) - - p. 426
No. 417.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll‘ L. Smith, dated Dowmng'street, 23 April
1836 - - P 427
No. 418. -—Extrasct of a Despatch from Sir L Gmlth to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 11 April 1836 ; (three Enclosures) - - - - p..428
No. 419 —Copy of a Debpatcg from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 13 April 1836; (one Enclosure) - - p. 429
No. 420.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government house,
Grenada, 3 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - = p. 430

No. 421.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
érenada, 20 May 1836 ; (one Enclosure) e = e e e = p.430
166.—I1.
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No. 422.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg dated Government-house,

Barbadoes, 8 June 1836; (one Enclosure) - - P 431
No. 423.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Goverament-house,
Barbadoes, 29 June 1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - P. 432
~ (TamLE B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - p. 432
TRINIDAD.
No. 424.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., to the Secretary of
State, dated Trinidad, 26 January 1835 - - p- 433

No. 425 —Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Slr G. F Hlll dated Dowmng-street,
12 October 1835 - p 4

No. 426.—Copy of a Despatch from Srr G F. Hr]l to the Larl of Aberdeen, dated Trmldad
27 April 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - p- 433

No. 427.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr G. [‘ Hl“ dated Downmg-street,
15 June 1835 - g

No. 428.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ G F. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Trinidad, 1 July

183

35 - Pp. 435
No. 429.—~Copy of a Despatch from Srr G. I‘ Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trmrdad, 4J unep1835 H
(one Enclosure) - - P- 435
No. 430.—Copy of a Despatch from Srr G. I‘. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad 27 June 1835 ;
(one Enclosure) - - - p. 436
No. 431.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll‘ G. I‘ Hl]l dated Downmg -street,
12 August 1835 - - p 36
No. 432.—Copy of a Despatch from Srr G F. Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad 11 Sep-
tember 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - Pp- 437
No. 433.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F. Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trmtdad 13 No-
vemuer 1835 ; (four Enclosures) - - P 449
.No. 434.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad 14 No-
- vember 1835; (two Enclosures) - - P 457
No. 435.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F. Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated ’lrlmdad, 15 No-
" vembeér 1835; (one Enclosure) - - P 459
No. 436.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr G. F. Hrll dated Dowmng—street,
29 January 1836 - - p. 400
No. 437.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir G F Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Tnmdad 23 No-
vember 1835 - - - p. 460
No. 438.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Slr G. F Hdl dated Downmg-street,
1 February 1836 - - p- 460
"No. 439.—Copy of a Despatch from Srr G. F Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad 7 December
’ 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 461
No. 440.—~Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trmrdad 7 December
18353 (one Enclosure) - - p. 461
" No. 441. —Copyé oé‘ a Despatch from Sir G. F Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad, 9 Januagy
- - 495
No. 442.—-Extract of a Despatch from Srr G F. Hlll to Lord Glene]g, dated rI‘rrmdad 11 J:I:uuary
1836 ; (three Enclosures) - - p- 463
No. 443.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr G. F Hl“ dated Dowmng street,
29 February 1836 - - - p. 468
No. 444.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir G. F. Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Trrmdad, g January
1836 ; (one Enclosure) - - p. 469
' No, 445.—~Extract of a Despatch from: Lord Glenelg to Srr G. F Hl]l dated Dowmng-street,

27 February 1836 - - - - - - p. 4

(TasLE B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 November 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - Pp. 470
ST. LUCIA.

No. 446.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley - Hill, K. C. B, to the
Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government-or'ﬁce, St. Lucm, 5 l‘ebruary 1835; (one

v Enclosure) - - p. 470
No. 44,.--Cop8yJofla Despatch from Srr D Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-oﬂice, St. Lucia,

: uly 1835 - - P 471
No. 448. —-—Copysof a Despatch from. Lord Glenelg to Srr D. Hrll dated Dowmng street, 8 October
1 35 - - - p 47‘

No. 449.—Extract of a Despatch from Srr D. Hdl to Lord Glenelg, dated Government—ofﬁce,
Castries, 4 August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - . - P 471

No. 450.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Gleuelg to Sir D, Hlll dated Dowmng-sneet, 30 Septem-
ber 1835 - - - - 72
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No. 451.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Govemment-oﬁice, St. Lucia,
6 August 1835 -

p- 473
No. 452.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D Hl“ to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-ofﬁce, St. Lucia,
7 August 1835 -

p. 473
No. 453.— Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sll" D. Hlll dated Dowmng atreet, 29 Septem-

ber 1835 - - 474

No. 454.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Governmem—ofﬁce, St. Lucla,

. 18 August 1835 - . - 475

No. 455- ._Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Srr D. Hl“ dated Dowmng-street, 15 October

1835 - = = p-745

No. 456.—Copy of a Despatch from Sll‘ D. H111 to Lord Glenelg, dated Government—oﬂ‘ice, St. Lucia,

: 2 September 1835 - - - - p. 476

No. 457- _..Copysof('i a Despatch from Lord G! enelg to Sir D Hlll, dated Downmg-street, 15 February

= = p.476

No. 458.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-oﬂice, St¢. Lucia,

3 September 1835 - - - p. 477

No. 459.—Copy of 8a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Slr D. Hlll dated Dowmng street, 24 Movem—

ber 1835 - - 477

No. 460.—Copy of a Despatch from Slr D. Hl“ to I.ord Glenelg, dated Govemment—oﬂ‘ice, St. Lucla,

15 September 1835 ; (four Enclosures) - - p- 477

No. 461.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-oﬁice, St. Lucla,

23 November 1835 - - - p. 482

No. 462.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-oﬂice, St. Lucla,

26 December 1835 - - p. 484

No. 463.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hlll to I.ord Glenelg, dated St. Lucna, 10 December

1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 484

No. 464.—Copy og a Despatch from Lord Glene]g to Slr D. Hxl] dated Dowmng-street 1 F ebruarg
1836 . - 48

Nou. 465.~ Copy of a Despatch from Slr D. Hlll to Lord Glenelg, dated Government oﬂ'ice, St. Lucia,

28 December 1835; (seven Enclosures) - - - - p. 486

No. 466.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-office, St. Lucia,

12 January 1836 . - - - - - p- 490

No. 467.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hrll to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-ofﬁce, St Lucia,

20 January 1836; (four Enclosures) - “ P. 491

No. 468, —Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Slr D. Hl“ dated Dowmng-street, 15 March
836

183 P. 493
No. 469.—Copy of a Despatch from er D. Hnll to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-oﬂice, St. Lucia,
4 Mny 1836 - - - - - - . - P 494

(TaBLe B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - - P 495

HONDURAS.

No. 470.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Lord G]enelg, dated Government—bouse,
Honduras, 28 August 1835 - . 495
No. 471.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Colonel Cockbnrn dated Dowmng-street,
10 November 1835 p. 496
No. 472.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Lord Glene]g, dated Government-house,
Honduras, 2 October 1835 ; (four Enclosures) - P- 496
No. 473.—Extract of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Sll‘ Geo. Grey, Bart. dated Honduras,
18 January 1836 . - . . . = =~ = p.501

TasLe (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 30 April 1836 - - - - p. 501

BAHAMAS.

No. 474.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary T. Spring Rice,

dated Government-house, Bahamas, Nassau, 15 January 1835 ; (one Enclosure) p. 50¢

No. 475. —Copé of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated

overnment-house, Bahamas, 12 March 1835 - - - - p. 506

No. 476. —Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary C. Grant to Lleutenant-Governor Colebrooke,

dated Downing-street, 4 May 1835 - - p. 506

No. 477.—~Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Government-house, Nassau, 9 April 1835 ; (one Enclosure) -

o

No. 478.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Abelrdesenz
dated Government-house, Bahamas, 33 April 1835 - 508

No. 479.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Government-house, Bahamas, 4 May 1835 ; (two Enclosures) . - - p. 508

166.~ H.
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No. 480.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated

Government-house, Bahamas, 2 June 1835 (two Enclosures) - - - p. 511
No. 481.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 1 September 1835 - - - - - - . - - p. 514
No. 482.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Bahamas, 4 June 1835 - - - - - - - - p. 514
No. 483.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 13 April 1836 - - - - - - - - - - p. 515
No. 484.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, 7 July 1835 - - - - - - - - - - p. 515
No. 485.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 8 October 1835 = - - - - - - - - - p. 516
No. 486.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieatenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government-house, Bahamas, 25 July 1835 (one Enclosure) - - - p. 516
No. 487.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenely to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 10 October 1835 - - - - - - - - - - p- 519

No. 488.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment house, Bahamas, 1 August 1835 - - - - - - - p. 520

No. 489.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Bahamas, 8 August 1835 - - - - - . - p. 520

No. 490.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 15 September 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 520

No. 491.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 8 August 1835 - - - . - - - p. 521
No. 492.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government-house, Bahamas, 27 August 1835; (twe Enclosures) - - p. 531
No. 493.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated
Downing-street, 5 November 1835 - - - - - - - - p. 523
No. 494.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 8 October 1835; (five Enclosures) - - - <= P. 524
No. 495-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 1 December 1835 - - - - - - - - p. 536
No. 496,—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 13 February 1836; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 587
No. 497.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 31 March 1836 - - - - - - - - p. 538

No. 498.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 1 December 1835 « - - - - - - - - - p. 538
No. 499.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Nassau, 10 October 1835; (three Enclosures) - - - - p. 538
No. 500.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment house, Bahamas, 9 January 1836; (three Enclosures) - - - - P 542
No. 501.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-
street, 8 March 1836 - - - P. 545

No. 502.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Bahamas, 26 April 1836 - - - - - - - Pp. 545
No. 503.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieuterant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Bahamas, 6 May 1836 - - - - - - - p. 546

TasLe (B.)
Return of Punishments from 30 September 1835 to 1 April 1836 - - - P 547
BERMUDA.
No. 504.—Extract of a Despatch from Goveroor Sir 8. R. Chapman to Mr. Secretary S. Rice,
dated The Bermudas, 8 October 1834 ; (seven Enclosures) - P 547

No. 505.~Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir S. R. Chapman, dated Downi%g-
street, 26 February 1835- - - - - = - - - - Pp. 547
No. 506.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir S. R. Chapman to Lord Glenelg, dated The Bermudas,
27 April 1836; (three Enclosures) - - - - - - - - p. 548

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

. 507.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Cape of Good Hope, 15 April 1836 ; (four Enclosures) - - - p. 549
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P AP ER S

RELATIVE TO THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.
Part II1.—(2.)

BARBADOES.

. ~ No. 219. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. B., to Lord Glenelg.

Government House, Barbadoes,
My Lord, 21 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular despatch

BARBADOES.

No. 219.

of the 18th June last, calling for certain returns relative to the special magistrates 7%

and apprenticed population of this island, together with copies of instructions given
to the special magistrates.

I beg leave to enclose the returns called for by your Lordship, together with copies
of the only instructions which have been addressed by me to the special magistrates.
Your Lordship is aware that by the Rural Police Act, which was in operation
until the month of April last, all control over these gentlemen was vested in a body
of commissioners, and even their journals were directed to be sent in to the Go-
vernor in Council.  Under these circumstances, I considered that I had no power
to address any general instructions to them, or furnish them with standing orders
for the guidance of their conduct.

Previously, however, to their entering upon their duties, I assembled the magis-
trates, for the purpose of delivering to them their commissions; and I took that
occasion of impressing upon them verbally, how desirable it was that, in awarding
punishments, they should resort to confinement, and such other modes as the law
allowed, in preference to the use of the cat, which, upon every principle of policy
and humanity, ought to be avoided as much as possible. Your Lordship will
observe by the return of punishments, that 1,742 male apprentices have received
corporal punishment, while the number punished by confinement, fine, &c., is
2,813 males and 3,230 females. Although the mass of punishments which this
return presents is sufficiently frightful, yet it is satisfactory to reflect how great an
improvement has taken place upon the system which formerl{ prevailed, more
especially as regards the punishment of females. And your Lordship may rest
assured that my exertions shall be unceasingly directed to the abolition, as far as
may be practicable, under the peculiar circumstances of this population, of a system
of coercion, which the ‘approaching change in their civil condition will render it as
impossible to continue as a stimulus to labour, as it is revolting to every principle
of humane and enlightened government.

I have, &c.
(signed)  Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 219.
(No. 1.)

RETURN of the NaMEs of all the SpECIAL or STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES who have
been Removed from or Resigned their Office in Barbadoes.
— Nil, —

(signed) Sir L, Smith.
Government House, Barbadoes,

21 August 1835.

166,—~I1.

Enclosure in
No, 219,
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BARBADOES.

(No. 2.)

GENERAL ABSTRACT of CrimEs and PUNISHMENTS among the APPRENTICED
LaBourkrs in Barbadoes from 1 Augst 1834 to 31 July 1835, inclusive.

—— Number.
Males, | Females.
Apprenticed population - - - - - - = - -138456 44,351

AsstrAcT of CRIMES.

Number of Cases

or Persons.

Males. Females.

Insubordination and insolence - = = = = - - 856 w47
Neglect of work, or absent from employment, &c. - - - -/ 2,666 | 1,848
Trespasses on property, or wilfully damaging or cutting growing crops 326 123
Thef{)s T R T B 288 79
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - 770 654

AssTrRACT of PUNISHMENTS,

Number of Cases

or Persous.
Males. Females.
Corporal - - - - - - - - - - - 1,326 1
Ditto, with hard labour - - - - - - - - - 383 -
Ditto, with imprisonment - - - - - - - - 33 —
Confinement, with hard labour - = = - = - -] 1,580 | 1,619
Ditto, without ditto - - - - - - - - - 341 450
Pardoned - - - - - <« .« - = = = 161 40
Dismissed for want of evidence, or arranged by consent - - - 180 176
To make good a certain portion of labour to employer or estate ~ - 831 1,158
Fined = <« = « = =« = =« "« - = = 61 3
Noaward - - - - e e = e e e = 10 4
Total Number of corporal punishments - - - Males 1,742
Female 1
Total otherwise punished - - - Males 2,813
Females 3,230
7,786

(signed) Lionel Smith, Governor General.

N.B.—Nineteen gangs in District D. (number not given) sentenced to extra labour for
the estate or employer, for idleness or neglect of work.

(No. 3.)

RETURN of the Names and NumBER of APPRENTICED LABOURERS in the Island of Barbadoes who have purchased
the unexpired term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for the same, from 1st August 1834 to
31st July inclusive.

DATE Sum paid DATE Sum paid
No NAMES. of to No. NAMES. of to
Discharge. Owner. Discharge. Owner.

District (A.) £ s d District (A.) £ s d
(Barbadoes Cr) (Barbadoes C¥)

1 | Betsey Hannah - | 10Aug.1834| 15 - - 5 | Esther - - = | 18Sept.1834 10 - -

2 | Thomasine - «|{ 30 — — 40 = = 6 | Rebecca Anne - -} 3— — 25 - =

3 | Geoffrey - - cf—_—— - 5 - - 7 | George - - -] 6= — 60 - =
4 | Sarah Beck - - | 1 Septe— 30 = = 8 | Phillean - - o] - — 20 - -
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DATE S id i
No. NAMES, . of umtopu No. NAMES, Dz})}l‘E Sun:opmd
Discharge. Owner. Discharge. Owner.
District (A.) £ s 4 District (B.) £ s d.
1 (Barbadoes Cr) (Barbadoes C7)
9 | Judy - - -| ©6Sept.1834] 35 - - 81| James Christmas - | 230ct.1834| 15 - =
10 }Vngxahm Henry o] = —— 63 - - gz Katey Mary - - { 10 Nov, — 35 = =
11 | Isabella - - o - — - 28 -~ « 31 Dow - - o o—— — - -
12 | Anthony Reed 11— — 45 - = | 84] Salley Betsey = -{27 — — g? 10 -
13 Iz}rnna Maria « o= — — 25 - = Sg Joseph - - 0 | 4710 -
14 anny = - - 86| Phibby - - « {12 Jan. 18 - -
15 | William and - -} 12 —— — 40 - = 8y Louisay - - - 3 in ._? 5 23 - -

16 | Mary - = - 88| MaryJane -~ |19 — — 43 15 =
17 Sarathl.Lty e =17 — - 30 = = | 89| Bettey - o o= — — 27 10 -
18 { Joe William - | —— 50 = go | Belinda James » = { 12 Feb, — 10 -~ -
19 | Gracy - - -] 20 = — 25 -~ = 91| Bob - - aloy — — 10 - -
20 ]%etseyA R B 25 -~ =~ | 92| Lucy Bettey - <} 3Apr.— 40 - -
21 Iolly_ one - - —— e 10 = = 93| Kitty Lemon - |23 — - 25 = =
22 | Amelia - - o] —— — 20 - =~ | 94| Keetty Ben - -| 5May — 45 = =
23 | Henry «~ - el —_—— - 10 = - 95| Providence - - —_— - 50 = =
24 | Andrew - - «! 10ct, — 50 - - | 96| Anpe - - -1l — — 40 = =
25 | Maria - - ol - — - 15 = = 97| William Edward a]116 = 30 = -
26 | William - « <] 7 — — 50 — -~ | 98| Rebecca = - =19 — — 30 = =

: ng gﬁmby Dutchess and} 27 — — | 40 99| Sarah Anne - - | 8 June— 15 = =
2 ugusta = = - = T |1oo| Phibbah - . - 2July — 6 - =
- ;g g‘rancels Aope - - % Nov. — 30 - - 101 gamh Jones - - |14 _y — :5 - -

amuel - - - — — - - 102 ue - - -] 18 - -

31 | Pallas - - - 118 — — ?g - - 5 17 10
33 | Oronooko - -] 25 = 45 - = District (C.)

.33 | George Henry - - | 297 Dee. — 40 - - loalm
34 | Abel Francis” - - | 20 Jan.1835| 36 ~ - o3 @Y - - - 36 Jan,1835) 30 - -

. - 4| Sarah Frances ~ -1 6 Feb, — 3815 -~

3g Ir;-ﬁ)y Anne - | 7 Feb. — 35 = = lio5| John Edward 10 10
3 1 - - - 1l == - 2 - - . oy ° - — 2 -

37 Suke? Anne - - |98 — — 32 — _ |1o6{ Kitty S. Williams - | 30 Mar, — 45 = =
38 | Mary Elizabeth  -| 4Mar.e—= | 30 = =~ 107} Sarah Amue  « - | — — — 28 - -

-39 | Joe - e -] 9= = % - - 108 Jefirey = -« -|—— — |100 = =

40 | Mary Thomas = = |20 = = | 50 = - |!% Lot- - - -]24 Apr.— 30 = =
41 | James Thomas |26 — — | 80 - - JilO|Hector - . -j13May— | 50 - -

42 | Johmny = . o= e—m - 15 - - Jt Sarah . . 125 — — | 30 - -

43 | Jobn Henry - -] — — 16 — - §113| Betsey Kittey = - | 1 June — 41 ~ -
44 | Mary Jane - e 28 — — 10 - = L,

.45 | Richard - - e — — - 10 = = District (D.)

.46 Audacious - | - — — 10 ~ ~ [|113] Fortune - - -| 7 Mayi835 20 -
4% i\}ary ghﬁlstlan - é April— 35 -~ - {114| Caroline - - ] 14 — — 10 - -
4 ary Bella - - —_ — 20 -~ - J115( Adam Straw - -] 25 — = 85 = =
49 iS)allX {Setsey - - zg 1\7 — 20 — - {116| Ann Bell - - iJune—— 22 10 -
50 aniel - - -l ay — 25 = =~ [117| Moses = - - July o— 10 -
51 | Eliza Frances - -1{ 28 —-y — lg - - e 974y 12 1o
. g; Ié;n%‘ William - ol e — - 10 - = District (E.)

phonso - o) —— — 10 - -
54 | Sarah Christian -| 5 June— 85 - = 118/ Tom - - -|175ep.1834| 40 - -
55 | Princess = R cli1g — — 30 - - 119 glexan(}fr - - | 28 Oct, — 15 = =
~ 120| Betsey Anna = - m——— 26 -

oo Desfuniientl IRl 111) 720 S IR I I
58 | Francoise - o] —— —— 20 -~ - 122 Beck)_’ Mary - B P 20 10 -
59 | John Edwin - e — 40 - - 123 Caroline - - - ——— e 17 = -
60 | William - <f{16— — | 5 - = ;';"5* gyrus A I -I[ag- 1835 40 - ~
61 | Doll . - N I - - usannal - - | 23 reD, — 15 = =
62 Jotl)lnyHenry - sy e— — 4; 10 - 126 Igarry Leacock -| 5Mar.— | 100 - -~

- - - — _ _ ]127] Betsey Anne - “-|23 — — 25 = =
23 ‘;‘;ﬁfson oo ;g il B+ 1 Betseg: Phillis - - | s dune— | 25 - -

‘65 | Robert Rolleston = [ — — — | 40 - - [!29fJobnThomas - -} —— — | 1710 -
66 | Christian - =f 7duly — 30 ~ - 130} Sam R 15 - =
g7 Lawrence - el - - 710 - 131} Tadgy - - - | 31 July — 10 - =
‘68 | Zeno - - - -] 15 — — 65 - - _

69 | Molly Anne - - Qg —_— — lg - - District (F.)

70 | Princess and - - 132| Amelia - - | 15Dec.1834| 45 = =~
~1 II-{]ar;lnalé Francis -fl—— = 30 = = 133 Jenny Anne « o | —— e 43 - =
72 ichard Clarke o] o — — 70 = = §134] Nat - - | 28Apr.18 2 - -
73 | Mary Hanpah = - | 30 — — 30 - - pr-1fas) 4
‘%4 | Hannah - = -] 81 - - 30 - - Total Amount - - - &£ 4,073 = =~

District (B.)

75 | John Adam Harding | 14Aug.1834| %5 - -

76 [ Sarey . - -|326Sep.— | 30 - -

77 | Quamine - - -1230ct. — | 135 =~ =

78 | Queen - - -1

79 | John and - el - 50 = =

‘80 | Maryanne - -J
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(No. 4.)
(Circular.) ) Barbadoes, 19 February 1835.

Tue Governor taking into consideration the practice which has obtained of the special
magistrates generally absenting themselves from their police stations on Saturdays, by
which the apprenticed labourers are Erevented taking advantage of their holiday to prefer
any complaints they may have, His Excellency is pleased to require and direct, that every
special magistrate shall hereafter devote the usual number of hours to the duties of his.
office on every Saturday, and they are further required to have this regulation notified to
all proprietors or employers of apprenticed labourers as well as to the labourers themselves.

In those districts where perfect tranquillity and steady industry exist, there can be no
objection to the special magistrates availing themselves of every Wednesday, instead of
Saturday, as a day of rest.

Doubts having arisen, whether apprenticed labourers, when prisoners and sentenced to
hard labour in the penal gangs, can in that state be tried and punished for any fresh
offence, such as refusing to work, or any act of violence or disobedience towards those
set over them, the special magistrates are hereby informed, that they are fully authorized
to try and punish such offence as the law directs.

By command.

To the Special Magistrates for the (signed) C. H. Darling,
several Districts, Barbadoes. Private Secretary.
(Circular.)
Sir, Barbadoes, 2 July 1835.

Havine had under consideration the 6th clause of an Act of this island, intituled, “ An
Act for the temporary establishment of a Rural Police for this Island,” I am extremely
anxious that without any further delay measures should be adopted for securing uniformity
at the houses of correction belonging to your respective stations, in the classification,
maintenance and discipline of the apprenticed labourers under your charge.

A strict conformity with the most approved prison discipline used in the gaols or houses
of correction in the mother country, is what I wish to see adopted in practice here ; and as
the following rules and regulations are principally framed from the provisions of an Act of
Parliament, passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act
for consolidating and amending the Laws relating to the building, repairing and regulating
of certain Gaols and Houses of Correction in England and Wales,” I am desirous that they
should be the rules and regulations of your respective stations, unless you can furnish me
with some satisfactory objections against their adoption. :

First.—The utmost attention shall be paid to cleanliness in all wards and apartments,
by frequent scouring, lime washing, &c.

Second.—That male and female prisoners be separated during the working hours by day,
and the confinement by night, so as to prevent them from seeing or holding any intercourse
with each other, and that the prisoners of each sex shall be, as far as is practicable, classed
according to their offences.

Third.—That whenever means are provided by the Legislature for the payment of
2 matron, the superintendance of female prisoners be exercised exclusively by her, and no
male person be allowed to enter the wards appropriated to the use of female prisoners
unaccompanied by the matron; and until a matron be employed, no police officer be
allowed to enter the wards appropriated to females, unless he be accompanied by another
officer, and then only on the duties of his office.

Fourth.—That silence be rigidly enforced amongst the prisoners at all times; that they
be not permitted to converse or speak with each other, or with any person, and that no
officer be allowed to speak with any of them, except for the purpose of giving orders,
which duty is to be done calmly and firmly, without ill language, and in as few words as
can be used.

Fifth.—That all persons deport thcmselves with the strictest regularity in their duties
abstain from swearing, or levity of behaviour, and furnish no bad examples.

Sixth.—That the diet of the prisoners be plain, but well cooked and nutritious ; the corn
of the country, or roots, with a little salt; and that no other drink than water be allowed
to enter the premises.

Seventh.—That when a prison dress is provided by the Legislature, it is to be used as.
the clothing of the prisoners during work.

Eighth.—That the female prisoners performing the work of cleaning, cooking, &ec. for
the other prisoners, shall be daily changed, and that the work be done in routine.

Ninth.—All prisoners sentenced by a special justice, being males, to corporal punish-
ment, with imprisonment, or, being females, to imprisonment and hard labour for one
fortnight, shall have their hair cut off, and their heads washed, for the better promotion of
cleanhness. A

Tenth.—That all thefts in the open fields or gardens shall rank under the same class-
of punishment, whether the value of the property be great or small ; and that the second
or third thefts by the same person, within the periO(gi of the apprenticeship, shall be pro-
portionally punished, according to the practice of courts of criminal jurisdiction.

Lastly.—All courts held by special justices for hearing cases between apprenticed
labourers and employer be open to the public, except in any case where secrecy is necessary
for the interest of the island.

1 have, &ec.

. (signed) Lionel Smith..
To the Special Magistrates.
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it NO. QQO. -

Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government House, Barbadoes, 22 August 1835.

I nap the honour to receive your Lordshjp’s letter of 20th of June last, con-
veying your instructions for the amendment of the Abolition and Police Acts of
this island, on the 31st ultimo, which I lost no time in laying before the Council
and Assembly.

The two branches of the Legislature very shortly framed an amended Abolition
Act, with a suspending clause, on hearing which, before it was presented to me,
I bad it intimated to one or two influential gentlemen, that the Bill must have
positive and immediate effect against all the objections your Lordship or your pre-
decessors had pointed out, or that I could not receive it.

The suspending clause was then removed, and a Bill presented to me, with only
slight objections, which were communicated to both branches of the Legislature by
a message, a copy of which is enclosed.

I am to explein to your Lordship, that the original Abolition Act was operating
so oppressively, by the power it gave owners of apprentices to turn over non-
predials to preedial labour, males and females, for every trifling offence they com-
mitted, that I felt I could not be justified in continuing such a law to the indefinite
period of reference to your Lordship, by a suspending clause.

I am very happy to say the Council and Assembly subsequently corrected the
objections I pointed out to them, and I have now the pleasure of enclosing to your
Lordship such a Bill as I hope and believe will be found sufficient to entitle this
island to share in the compensation grant.

I have further the honour to enclose to your Lordship amended Police Bills, both
for the town and districts, by which they have restored to the executive the powers
s0 unconstitutionally usurped by the Council.

These three Acts having been accompanied by an address from the Honourable
House, I have the honour to lay a copy of the same before your Lordship, together
with my reply.

I can assure your Lordship that I have not used the powers now given me over
the magistrates and police in any vindictive or irritating spirit; I confirmed the
magistrates in their situations, and have maintained the police establishments ; and
though I will never descend to the character of a compromising Governor, I will
do all in my power to conciliate and ensure the advantages of the cordial co-opera-
tion of the three branches of the legislature, for the happiness and welfare of all
those living under this government.

It would give me pleasure, and strengthen my hopes of a better future influence,
if your Lordship would have me early acquainted, whether or no the present Acts
are satisfactory.

I have, &ec.

(signed) ' Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 220.

(No. 1)
Government House, 1st August 1835.
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I uave had under consideration the Amended Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which
passed both branches of the Legislature on the 2gth ultimo.

It is my duty to state to your Honourable Board and House any defects I may find in
this Bill, likely to prevent its acceptance by His Majesty.

Clause 3.—The words,  immediately after His Majesty’s confirmation of this Act shall
be known in this island,” at the commencement of the clause, prevent its coming into
immediate operation ; and the objection against admitting a suspending clause still remains
as regards that clause; for if any repugnancy to the Imperial Act should be discovered in
this Act, a most useful and necessary provision for giving effect to clauses 6, 7, 8, g, 10;.
of the Barbadoes Act for the Abolition of Slavery, would remain inoperative.

These words may have been urintentionally introduced or retained; but whether or not,.
the Act is inadmissible in its present shape.

I cannot better illustrate my objection to the 3d clause, as now constructed, than by
reminding your Honourable Board and House, that the original Act was passed on the
5th April 1834, and (although amended) was not finally decided on in London till June
1835, and the decision not received by me till the 13th July 1835.

166,—1I1. Clause 4.

BARBADOES.

No. 220.

VideParliamentary
Paper, No. 278,

p- 108, ordered to
be printed 10 June
18354,

¥,

2

3.
No. 94. Amend-
ment Abolition Act.
No. g5. Rural
Police Act.
No. g6. Town
Police Act.'
These Acts are
printed in a sepa.
rate Appendix.
Vide Nos. 94, 95
and g6.
No. 3.
18 August 1835.
No. 4.
21 August 1835,

Enclosure in.
No. 220.
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Clause 4—This clause is a substitute for the 13th and 14th clauses in_the Barbadoes
Abolition Act, which are repealed by this Act, and the objections stated by Mr. Spring Rice
and Lord Glenelg are obviated ; but as the Legislature w" have the opportunity of revising
this Act, it may be worth their consideration whether or not, as the continuous labour
ceases to be compulsory, the alternative of paying the watchmen and cattle-keepers for
their extra service by adequate wages, as proposed by Lord Glenelg, should not be
inserted.

Clause 5.—This clause contains no provision as to how the consent of the special justice
to every transfer of a preedial is to be given and recorded. Clause 24 of the original Act
is absolutely repealed by this Act, consequently the form of consent therein given, and
the provision made for recording it, no longer avails. Provision to this effect is required
to be made by the gth clause of the Act of Parliament. :

Clause 6.—The objections against the original Act, as regards food, taken by Mr. Spring
Rice on the grounds of inadequacy, are removed by the increased allowance given by this
Act; but the allowance of a blarket once in the year, to each apprenticed labourer, 1s still
withheld.

Although T have been compelled to object to a suspending clause, which may be of inde-
finite duration, I am of opinion it will not be just or practicable, with many persons pos-
sessing apprentices, ihat they should be required to give immediate effect to the clause of
this Act regulating the issue of additional food and raiment; I therefore respectfully pro-
pose to your Honourable Board and House, that one month should be allowed from my
assent for providing and issuing those additional articles, or we shall create a false excite-
ment amongst the apprentices, and bring the magistrates and planters into frequent
collision.

Lionel Smith.

(No. 2.)

ADDRESS from the House of Assembly to the Governor-General ; dated Barbadoes, .
18th August 1835. '

To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, k.c.B., Governor-General, &c.
The respectful Address of the House of Assembly of Barbadoes.

May it please your Excellency,

The House of Assembly have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a message from
your Excellency, dated the 1st instant, on the subject of the Amended Abolition Act, and
also the receipt of a message from vour Excellency, dated the sth instant, accompanied by
a copy of a despatch from the Right Homourable Colonial Secretary.

']‘Ee House of Assembly beg to return your Excellency their thanks for these communi-
cations, and for having taken so early an opportunity of calling their attention to the
im'%ortaut subjects to which they relate.

he words referred to by your Excellency in the 3d clause of the Amended Slavery
Abolition Act were only proper whilst that Act had a suspending clause; they were inad-
vertently retained after the suspending clause had been omitted ; but the clause has now
been so altered as to bring the several clauses of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
referred to by your Excellency, into immediate operation,

The House of Assembly duly appreciate the motive which induced your Excellency
to suggest, as an addition to the 4th clause, the alternative of paying the watchmen and
cattle-keepers for their extra service by adequate wages; but they apprehend that any
attempt to obtain these extra services, except by contract, would be incompatible with the
Act of the British Parliament ; and the 8oth and five following clauses of the Island Slavery
Abolition Act fully regulate all contracts of this description.

To the 5th clause the House of Assembly have added the form of consent which the
special justices are to sign on the transfer of a preedial from one estate to another.

The House have also added a blanket ouce in two years; and, in compliance with your
Excellency’s recommendation, they have provided that one month should be allowed for
supplying the increased allowance of fish; the additional raiment will be issued at the time
provided for the issue of clothing,

In the Bill, therefore, which thq House have passed, will be found_all the amendments
which have been called for by Mr. §pring Rice and the present Right Honourable Secretary
for the Colonies.

On the subject of Lord Glenelg’s\ despatch of the 2oth of June, a copy of which your
Excellency has been pleased to lay \before the House, they feel themselves called upon to
offer a few explanations. ,

It is satisfactory to the House to know that his Lordship approves of the moderation and
calmness with which the Assembly discussed the several questions adverted to in their
address to Lord Aberdeen.

In remarking on that part of the address of the Assembly to Lord Aberdeen which
relates to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, 'the present Right Honourable Colonial Secretary
has assumed certain propositions, from which the House of Assembly, in justice to them-
selves, are bound to dissent. These propositions may be reduced to three: :

1st. That the distinctions between voters upon the old and on the new qualifications
were established by the Bridge-Town Police Bilr.

endly. That
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endly. That the House refer to Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of the 10th January, as vindi-
cating this enactment. . '

3dly. That the Assembly have maintained an opinion, that the distinction exists only in
the text and theory of the law.

With reference to the first proposition, the House of Assembly have to observe, that the
distinctions between voters upon the old and new qualification were not established by the
Bridge-Town Police Bill, but by the Act of 1831, which for the first time conferred the
elective franchise on the coloured inhabitants. That Act raised the qualification from 10l
to gol. currency for town voters, but reserved to the then possessors the right so long as
they lived and continued possessed of 10l qualification. The House of Assembly fully
coincide with Lord Glenelg as to the impolicy of keeping alive jealousies, by which the
whole proprietary body of the island are distracted and enfeebled’; your Excellency, how-
ever, is well aware that the House of Assembly passed a Bill during the last year for the
purpose of abolishing this distinction, and of equalizing the qualification of all voters.

As to the second proposition that the House refer to, Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch of the

soth January, as vindicating the enactment creating the distinction, the House of Assem-

bly most respectfully beg to observe that in the reference made by them to that part of
Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch which relates to the qualification of voters, they had not the
slightest intention of adducing it as a vindication of the enactment which creates the dis-
tinction between voters ; far from vindicating that enactment, the House of Assembly on
the 23d of September last passed a Bill for abolishing the distinction and equalizing the
qualification. Lord Aberdeen in a very forcible and eloquent manner advocated the pro-
priety of a qualification founded on property, and at the same time seems to discover an
apology for the distinction which had been made by the Colonial Legislature.

Itis only in that sense that the House of Assembly understood Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch,
and they only meant to express an opinion that as the distinction was fast fading away, it
did not warrant the agitation of whicﬁ it had been made the ostensible cause; they never-
theless readily admit the impolicy of retaining it. With reference to the third position,
that the Assembly have maintained an opinion that the distinction exists only in the text
and theory of the law; with due submission to his Lordship, the House of Assembly are
unable to discover in their address to Lord Aberdeen any such opinion maintained by them.
After going ful]z into an objection which had been made to the Bridge-Town Police Bill,
but for which there is really no just ground, the House of Assembly conclude in the fol-
lowing words ; “ The objection, therefore, does arise from the provisions of the Bill; it is
wholly foreign to its object and spirit, and could any ground for it have been inferred from
the text of the law, the actual working of it would Kave satisfactorily contradicted such an
inference.” The whole of this passage refers to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, and so far
from furnishing the inference in the third proposition, the direct contrary is the case.

If the Right Hon. Colonial Secretary had been led by any inaccuracy of expression, used
by the House of Assembly in their ad(ﬂess to Lord Aberdeen, into the supposition that they
maintained the opinions so attributed to them, it is a fortunate circumstance that his Lord-
ship has given expression to his impressions, as by that means the House have been
afforded an opportunity of explaining and setting themselves right with his Lordship on a
question of no small importance to this community.

With the amendment required by Lord Aberdeen to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, and
enforced by the present Right Hon. Colonial Secretary, the House of Assembly have com-
plied, from a sense of the necessity of maintaining the police of the town, and of the
inconvenience to which the inhabitants of the city of Bridge-Town might be exposed should
that Bill be disallowed by His Majesty.

When thie Bridge-Town Police Bill passed the Legislature of this island, the ancient
constitution of the island, by which appointments of Justices of the Peace were to be made
by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the Council, was in full force.
The royal instruction by which that part of the constitution was supported, it appears has since
been rescinded, and the Legislature has been told that unless these appointments are vested
in the Governor alone, unfettered with the consent of the Council, the Act will be disallowed
by His Majesty. The House of Assembly cannot see the justice or policy of being called
on by an ex pest facto order to rescind a law, which when passed was in perfect harmony
with the ancient constitution of the Colony; they cannot help expressing their regret that
His Majesty should have been advised so to innovate on their ancient constitution ; but
whilst expressing their regret, they beg to assure your Excellency it does not arise from any
distrust towards your Excellency, for they feel confident that your Excellency will exercise
the powers thus vested in you, in the mannar which will best ‘promote the public good and
give satisfaction to the country. .

The House of Assembly have passed a Bill for continuing the Rural Police Act to the
end of the apprenticeship system. As, however, it has been found that an increase of the
mounted police and a diminution of the foot would insure an effective Rural Police, the
House of Assembly have amended the former Act by increasing the number of horse and
diminishing the foot. The expense of this establishment will be increased by this altera-
tion; but the public will be fully compensated for this additional expense by the greater
effectiveness of the police.

The House will be ready to make any improvements in this Bill of which it may be sus-
cegtible, and which any defect in its making may point out as necessary.

'he House of Assembly having thus passed an amended Abolition Bill, in perfect accord-
ance with the views of His Majesty’s Colonial Secretary, having vested the appointment of
the Bridge-Town magistrates in the Governor alone, and having passed a Rural Police Bill
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the apprenticeship system, on the principle of the temporary Act, towarde.
S(v){nitcl;f :(lalimR?;ht Holr)l‘.) Secretauryp fo}rr the ’Colonies.phas expressed himself favourable; the
House of Assembly trust that the questions relating to these important and exciting sub-
jects are finally settled, and that the Legislature of the island will now have leisure to devote
itself to the improvement of the laws and the adoption of ’such measures as will best promote
the happiness and prosperity of all classes of His Majesty’s subjects in this ancient and loyal

colony. By Order of the House,
W. Forte, Speaker.

(No. 3.)
MESSAGE from the Governor-general to the Honourable House of Assembly, Barbaduves.

Government-House, 21 August 1835.
1. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly, .

| ;vivn &lt gre’at satisfaction from the honour of your address of the 18th instant, and at
having been enabled to give my assent to the amended Emancipation Act and Police Acts,
measures which I anxiously and sincerely hope will be deemed to have completely fulfilled
the terms on which the Parliamentary grant depended. _ )

I cannot avoid remarking to your Honourable House, that there has been no infraction of
the constitution of the island by His Majesty having invested me with the eole power of
selecting and appointin%l magistrates, or by his having subsequently increased the number
of the council. These have never been laws of your charter, but founded in the Royal
instructions, liable to change at the Royal pleasure, as the policy of circumstances de-
manded. L )

I sought only the same constitutional powers that the governors of other colonies

yssessed.
poI will never compromise what I believe to be my duty; but I solemnly avow the most
earnest desire to profit in my administration by the advice and experience of my council and
the Legislature generally. ) . :

When your Honourable House reflects on the extensive and overwhelming nature of my
duties in the general government, you must be sensible I would have been gladly spared the
weighty charge imposed upon me by the Police Bills, but the government of a peasantry,
still under a state of coercion, forbids that the controlling and the interested body should
be composed of one and the same class. o o

I will therefore spare no trouble to render your police respectable in discipline, in watch-
fulness, firmness and moderation. o -

For the rest, let me assure your Hor_xourable House, that I shall hail with gratitude and
delight your promised labours for the improvement of the laws.

(signed)  Lienel Smith.

—No. 221.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 October 1835.

I HAVE received your Despatch, dated the 22d August, enclosing three Acts
passed by you, with the advice and consent of the Council and Assembly of
Barbadoes, for amending the Slavery Abolition and Police Acts of that island.

It is almost superfluous to assure you that I have bestowed my instant attention
on these laws.  Nor is it with any common pleasure that I announce to you that
the various enactments comprised in them seem to me to call for no statement or
remark beyond the expression of my opinion that they are, in every respect, a
satisfactory compliance with the suggestions which, in obedience to His Majesty’s
commands, I had the honour to convey to you in my Despatch of the 20th June
last. '

I enclose two orders of His Majesty in Council, by the first of which these Acts
are left to their operation; while by the second His Majesty, in exercise of the
power vested in him by the 44th section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition
of Slavery, is pleased to declare, that adequate and satisfactory provision has been
made by law in Barbadoes for giving effect to that statute, by the further and
supplementary enactments therein mentioned. '

I have discharged a duty, the most grateful to my feelings, in humbly submitting
to His Majesty in Council my opinion that those obstacles have at length been
effectually removed by which His Majesty has hitherto been prevented from
acknowledging the right of the former owners of the emancipated slaves in Barba-
does to participate in the Compensation Find. In withholding my advice in
favour of such a measure until the present time, I had to perform an ungracious

and
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and painful office. I have been led, however, in my consideration on this subject, BARBADO: S,
to a retrospect of the communications which have  passed respecting it 'between —
successive Secretaries of State and the Colonial Assembly of Barbadoes. On
perusing the varicus addresses from that body, it was impossible not to be deeply
and favourably impressed by the tone in which, under circumstances of the most
trying nature, the discussion had on their part invariably been conducted. They
have not only adhered inflexibly to the calm and courteous style befitting all
public intercourse between the different branches of the Legislature, without yield-
ing to feelings which might have rendered some departure from it natural and
venial ; but, with a candour, which I acknowledge with respect and gratitude, they
have rendered full justice to the arguments and the motives of the Ministers of the
Crown, even when those Ministers were compelled to oppose their wishes and
controvert their opinions. In thus divesting a great political debate of all asperity,
the Assembly of Barbadoes have consulted at once their own dignity and the
character of those with whom they have had to negociate. They have drawn from
His Majesty the expression of his gracious approbation. They have afforded a
most valuable example, and prepared the way for discussing, in the spirit of entire
respect and confidence, those ulterior measures which, as appears by their address of
the 13th of August, they contemplate for * the improvement of the law and the pro-
motion of the happiness and prosperity of all classes of His Majesty’s subjects in
that ancient and loyal colony.”

I have to congratulate you on the successful and amicable close of a debate in
which you have borne so considerable a share, and have been called to the dis-
charge of duties so responsible and invidious. It is with much pleasure that I
remark the cordiality of the tone of your communications to the Assembly, copies
of which are transmitted with your present Despatch, and especially the assurance
contained in that Despatch respecting the spirit in which you have used, and still
propose to employ, the powers entrusted to you by the Legislature. Your con-
firmation of the magistrates who were originally appointed by the Council, not
only without your concurrence, but in direct opposition to your avowed opinion
and wishes, was peculiarly judicious under the circumstances of the case. In
the present most important epoch of the history of the British West Indies, an
urgent demand is made on all classes of society, for the sacrifice, to the public
good, of many feelings, which, though blameless or even becoming in ordinary
times, could not now be indulged, without endangering the success of that
momentous experiment in which Great Britain and her Colonies are engaged ;
an experiment on the result of which the future destiny and bhappiness of many
millions of the natives of Aftica, or their descendants inhabiting the Continent and
Islands of America may, in no light measure, depend. Nothing can be more
acceptable to His Majesty, nor more befitting your own station as the head of the
local government, than that in all cases, as in the present instance, you should be
foremost in giving an example of this wise and necessary self-control.

You will communicate to the Council and Assembly of Barbadoes copies of this

Despatch. I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 222. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 September 1835.

I navVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, in pur- No. 232,
suance of your Circular Despatch of the 12th of July last, tables A. and B. for the @,
past month, showing the state of crime and punishment among the apprenticed &, ,
population in the several districts of this island, and the general result as regards 2.8 g -

; . e

the island at large. . ?:96//"9%&
I find that the journal which has been hitherto kept by the magistrates is so 7
nearly in accordance with the form of slave protector’s return formerly used in the ) 2,

Crown Colonies, as to render it unnecessary to make any alteration in it; but
I have desired that instead of quarterly, it shall be transmitted to me every month.
These records, commencing from the 1st of August 1834, are now in my pos-
session ; and I can assure your Lordship, that I have not failed to examine them
most carefully, with a view to that vigilant superintendence of the proceedings of
the magistrates which your Lordship is so anxious to establish.
I have, &c.
(signed)  Lionel Smith.
166.—-11,
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Vide Returns,
Table (B.) p- 23.

No. 224.

— No. 223, —
Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 31 December 1835.

I uave received your Despactches of the 15th September and the 22d October,
transmitting the Returns of punishments inflicted by the special magistrates on the
apprenticed labourers in Barbadoes, in the months of August and September. I
1 fully appreciate the care with which you have examined these and similar
Returns, with a view to that superintendence of the proceedings of the special
magistrates which, without implying any distrust of their rectitude or judgment, is
essential to the due administration of the existing system. I am happy to observe
a decrease in the number of punishments in the last Return, as compared with that
for the month of August; and I trust that, by a continuance of a judicious though
firm exercise of the powers entrusted to them, the special magistrates will essen-
tially contribute to the establishment, on a permanent foo_ting, of those relations
between the employers and the labourers which will essentially promote the future

welfare and prosperity of all classes in the colony.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

—No. 224.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Government- House, Barbadoes, 8 December 1835.

On referring your Lordship to the Amended Abolition Act of this island, which
came into operation on the 1gth August last, by my assent, and has subsequently
received His Majesty’s most gracious approval, your Lordship will recollect the
addition to the apprentices’ food and raiment, which was ordered from your
office, and provided for in the Bill.

Aware how these allowances would operate with certain classes of poor proprie-
tors, while the more independent would be likely to take away from the pradial
labourers many advantages they before possessed, if the law of food was imme-
diately insisted on, it became necessary to prescribe a time for fish being provided,
and the House of Assembly adopted my recommendation to that effect in the
Amended Act.

I am sorry, however, to inform your Lordship, that the Colony was in a consi-
derable state of excitement for some time, by the delusion practised upon the
apprenticed population, and the intemperance of many planters.

We have in this island two classes of low whites, descended from families im-
ported from England, as apprentices previous to the general introduction of slave
labour, and they are by far the most degenerate, worthless race of any in the
island.

One of these classes were not unfrequently masters of slaves from one to per-
haps a dozen, and their own livelihood totally depended on such slaves’ labour, or
on that labour being hired out.

Another class Had no slaves or other property, but equally despising field labour
or any other industrious pursuits, they have for many years lived upon the charity
of the blacks, now apprenticed labourers.

They have exercised, throughout the late change in the negro condition, the
influence which the unhappy distinction of colour gives to mislead and deceive
those in whose benefits they expected to share; and, accordingly, when the law for
additional food and raiment came out, the apprentices were universally urged to
demand it in kind, and not to accept any compromise or commutation, and were
it]aught to, believe that more had been ordered for them from home, but withheld

ere.

In large estates, where the apprentices had for years enjoyed allotments of land,
ind even cultivated sugar on their own account, they insisted on the additional
pound of fish, and the proprietors then warned them they should take away the
land, which they only possessed by indulgence on good behaviour ; violent and
vindictive feelings arose on both sides ; the apprentices were sullen and insubor-
dinate, and some planters destroyed their stock, and it is hardly to be believed, at
a distance, how much mischief was effected by the low whites over the ignorant
apprentices.

Such
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Such was the infatuated suspicion which existed for some days; that a whole gang
declared before one of the special magistrates, that if they did not insist on having
the fish, they would be liable to go back to slavery, and the Governor would order
them all down to St. Anno’s Barracks to be flogged by the soldiers. This they
credited against me, who they well knew had encountered every odium and insult
from the whites in establishing their right to be treated like human beings. _

The enclosed Documents will show your Lordship the public measures I
adopted to allay these unpleasant feelings; all has subsided. The principal plan-
ters begin to feel the policy of a conciliatory course, and the small owners com.-
mute allowances either by time or money payment ; the price of labour and retail
price of fish constituting the grounds on which such commutations are founded,

I will here mention to your Lordship, that though we have had in this island the
most severe slave code of any I know, they have not generally wanted sufficient
food, and I would advocate, even to a greater extent, giving them time to work for
wages instead of provisions in kind, because it prepares them to meet a state of
freedom when they must totally depend on industrious habits for their own
support.

Ii am most happy to inform your Lordship, that the planters already most wil.
lingly pay for labour on those days which are the apprentices’ own, and I feel sure
they will never want labour for their cultivation, where they have treated the
apprentices with common justice,

I have, &c.

(signed)  Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 224.
To the SpEciaAL MAGISTRATES.

Sir, Government-House, 23rd September 1835.

IT has been represented to me that many apprenticed labourers entertain some doubts as
to the effect of the new law pmvidin% for an additional allowance of fish and clothing to
them, and whether they are not eatitled to demand these increased allowances from pro-

rietors, and retain possession of the lots of land allowed them heretofore by indulgence.
This doubt may be very easily removed. You will be very careful to explain to the appren-
ticed labourers that, by the laws, they are entitled to demand the full allowance of fish and
clothing, but they are not entitled by right to retain the possession of land of their owners,
heretofore given to them merely as an indulgence, consequently it is within the power of
the owners to withdraw, as stated in clause 71 of the Abolition Act, this indulgence, allow-
ing the apprentices reasonable time to reap their crops. )

It will be your duty to advise the apprenticed labourers to act in every case as may
appear best lgr their permanent interest; and to do all in your power to preserve a good
understanding between them and their masters. ) .

It is with great pain I hear that some ill-disposed persons have circulated reports, that
unless the apprenticed labourers take up the full allowances from their masters, they will
not be entitled to absolute freedom at the expiration of the apprenticeship. This conduct
is highly culpable; and I will most readily reward any person who will give such informa-
tion against these miscreants as may lead to their being brought to punishment ; and you
are requested to explain to the apprentices the folly of giving credit to this wicked falsehood.

I am, &e.
(signed)  Lionel Smith.

GovErRNMENT NoTICE.

Tae Governor-General, in reference to his Circulars to the special magistrates, dated
the 23rd instant, is now pleased to publish, for the guidance of the magistrates, the follow-
ing table of commutation for fish in those cases where the Act authorizes commutation
instead of its being issued in kind.

Two pounds of fish per week, or one If commuted by time 17 days a year, or.
quintal per annum, one day in every three weeks ; if commuted
by money, 25s. per annum.

The Governor-General has been grieved to hear of the obstinacy of the apprentices in
still believing that they will be liable to future injury, if they do not demand the fish, at
every sacrifice; and he has been equally sorry to hear of the impatience and want of temper
with which some masters have treated their apprentices, while labouring under a state of
ignorance, more to be pitied than resented.

1t is for their own benefit that the Governor-General entreats them to a course of more
circumspection and forbearance.

166,~11. The
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BARBADOES. The special magistrates are earnestly requested to use the most active exertions to explain
i to the apprentices their interests as well as their rights, and to protect them from any harsh
proceedings on the part of their masters.
By command,

Government-House, (signedy  C. H. Darling, Private Secretary.
goth September 1835.

— No. 225. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Siv L. Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 January 1836.
No. 223. 1 avE received your Despatch, dated the 8th of December, enclosing a Circular
Letter, addressed by you to the special magistrates of Barbadoes, on the 23d of
September, and a Government Notice, dated on the 30th of that month.

I approve the methods which you adopted to allay the excitement of the appren-
ticed labourers on the subject of the non-delivery of provisions, and I sincerely
rejoice that your endeavours to restore general tranquillity were attended with
such entire success. ,

The inference suggested by such occurrences as that which you have described
to me, is, that before the expiration of the apprenticeship, no practicable effort to
promote the moral and intellectual improvement of the negro population should be
omitted. If they were victims of so gross an illusion as to suppose that they were
liable to be remitted to slavery if they did not actually receive in kind their pre-
scribed allowances of salt-fish ; and if there were persons in the island capable of
propagating such an error in order to promote their own selfish or unworthy pur-
poses, it is obvious that not an hour should be lost in the dissemination amongst
the apprenticed labourers of such knowledge as may fortify them against artifices
of this kind, when the period shall have arrived at which the existing restraints of
the law will cease. Much of my own time and thoughts have been devoted to
this subject, and I trust that the zeal and piety of the different religious societies
in this kingdom, co-operating with the efforts of Parliament and of the ministers of
the Crown, will enable you ere long to witness the very general diffusion of
Christian education throughout the island.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 226. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Government-House, Barbadoes, 8 December 1835.

Having found a great diversity of practice in the administration of the law
between apprentices and employers in this island, by the special magistrates, I
found it necessary to compile some general instructions to prevent those frequent
misunderstandings which created discontent and confusion in the estates.

1 have now the honour to enclose your Lordship a copy of those instructions,

2+ and a copy of the scale of work to which they refer.
& 82 1 would assure your Lordship that I took no small pains to ensure justice to

No. 226.

OQ’J" R . . . . .
N master and apprentice by this authenticated scale, now above a month in operation,
oS and against which I bave not received a single complaint from either party. I

attach no immediate importance to it beyond becoming a useful guide to magis-
trates in the settlement of disputes, but in its future effects it will enable all parties
to enter upon cultivation by task-work ; and I satisfied myself, through the in-
formation of several very old black overseers, that there is no job of work in the
scale but what the individuals or gang classed can easily accomplish by two o’clock
in the day. I thus anxiously anticipate it will become the rule of voluntary labour
hereafter. ‘
I have, &c.

(signed)  Lionel Smith.
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» Enclosure in No, 226,
The SeEciAL JusTicEs of the Prace, Barbadoes.

Gentlemen, Government House, Barbadoes, 14th Uctober 1835.

NOTWITHSTANDING the various enactments for the government of the apprenticed
fabourers, and for regulating the duties of their employers, contained in the local Acts, and
that you and the community at large have had the experience of a year for guidance in
carrying out the measure of emancipation, recent events show that much misapprehension
exists 1n reference to the reciprocal duties which have been created or fixed. V@ith your-
selves, doubts continually spring up on the interpretation of the law. Amongst the pro-
prietors, some make unreasonable demands, and some are led to commit many imprudent
acts, whilst, amongst the apprenticed labourers, ignorance combined with depravity,
promy ts them to catch at every pretext for eluding their duties, and for misbehaving them-
selves. Thus we make but slow progress towards the establishment of a right understand-
ing’ between the parties interested, of the reciprocal duties of employer and apprenticed
Isoourer.

This state of our socicty is the cause of deep anxiety to me, desirous as I am to prumote
the welfare of this colony, and to see tranquillity and cheerful industry prevail throughout
the government entrusted to my administration. 1t is our common duty to reflect, that the
apprenticeship system has been established as an intermediate state between slavery and
freedom, from which both the employer and the apprenticed labourer are expected to derive
much useful knowledge, and to learn to accommodate themselves to the altered condition of
the latter.

I sincerely desire to see established a good understanding between all parties interested
in the successful working of the Abolition Act ; and I wish to convey to you, to employers,
and to the labourers, my ideas of the duties and interests of all, as plainly as possible. For
these reasons, and with the view of affording you some assistance in the execution of the
duties of your office, I now address to you the following remarks. I rely on you to con-
tribute, by an exact and vigilant discharge of your duties, to the same good object; and
I hope you will lose no opportunity of allaying any apparent irritation which may be shown
by employers, and of affording your friendly advice to the labourer in all cases in which he
may seek it.

l)t The law has prescribed a certain portion of clothing for the apprenticed labourer.
It would be a short-sighted policy to attempt to withhold a single article; it not only forms
part of the pay of the labourer in his present condition, but the desire for decent clothin
should be encouraged; a want is created, which cannot, after the habit is established, be
neglected ; a spur to industry and an advance to civilization are the results. This pro-
vision must be punctually complied with. ’

2. For feeding the labourers the law lays down two modes, viz. by a ration of provisions,
or by an allotment of land, with a certain portion of time. It is clearly to the interest of
the proprietors to adopt the latter, and I conclude that all planters who are interested in the
future welfare of this island, and who look forward beyond the period of the six year
apprenticeship, will not hesitate to use their earnest endeavours to attach them to the soil,
and render them less desirous of roaming to other estates, when the apprenticeship is at an
end, in search of employment or imaginary better treatment ; thus also contributing to the
advancement of their moral improvement. It will, however, be your duty to see that the
allotment of the land, when made, is of good cultivatable quality, adapted for the growth
of provisions for the apprenticed labourer; and, to facilitate this arrangement, 1 have
annexed (see Appendix A.) tables of commutation for the whole, or a part of the allow-
ance.

3+ The next point which it is of importance to fix, is the quantum of labour which the
labourer shall perform, and the planter receive : this must ever be a great subject of con-
tention, and the settlement of it is therefore much to be desired. Although the guantum
Decessary must occasionally fluctuate, depending as it does on the state of the weather, and
the nature of the soil, I think the attempt may be made satisfactorily to adjust the matter;
and with this view a scale is now in preparation by three planters of skill and integrity,
(which scale will be published when completed) and which will, at least, be a basis whereon
to form your judgment. This subject becomes of the utmost importance, as, from many
existing circumstances, and particularly the desire the labourers will feel to work by task,
when the system of apportioning land allotments becomes prevalent, it is likely to be the
generally established ‘mode of working ; and I recommend you to promote it as much as
lp%ssible, when you are satisfied that it can be adopted with justice to the apprenticed

abourer.

4. It will be proper that you should explain to the apprenticed labourers, that they can
«laim nothing but what the law has given them ; that the law has given them a great deal
In comparison with labourers in other parts of the world ; it has given them ample food,
Taiment, and a wholesome lodging, with every Saturday at their own disposal ; but that for
all besides, they are dependant on their employer’s favour and kindness.

5. Proprietors and employers should remember, that they also have much depending on
the exercise of good feeling and Christian conduct towards their dependants ; that without
it the system cannot work ; that many actions of ill-nature, which, singly committed, may
be within the pale of the law, but when attended with cruelty and harshness in the manner
of performing them, may constitute misdemeanours, and as such, if represented to me, will
be prosecuted. I need hardly remind them, that the force of good laws must be weakened,
when evasions or subterfuges successfully elude them.

166.—1I1, 6. 1 refer
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6. I refer you to the rules and regulations established for your guidance by the law, and
to those forwarded to you already from time to time by myself; and I recommend you to
have them always hung up in your offices, and punctually observed. )

7. On the questions of jurisdiction arising out of differences between apprenticed labourers
and their employers, where the lands of an estate are in several parishes, I have advised
with my Council, and have settled that the jurisdiction shall be with the justice of the
district in which the dwelling-house stands: and in case the house shall stand in two or
more parishes, it shall be optional to the party complaining to make his or her complaint
to the justice of either district.

8. ’the next point to which I wish to draw your attention, is the condition of tradesmen
attached to estates: as doubts have been expressed, whether persons of this class are to be
considered as preedials and continue in their servitude till August 1840 ; and whether they
can be compelfed to perform field labour, at the bidding of their employers. With reference
to the first doubt suggested, I have to instruct you that it appears to me to be very clear,
by the constructions put upon clause the 4th of the British Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
and which clause now forms part of the Island code for the same purpose, that tradesmen
attached to estates are included in the predial class; and consequently that the period of
their servitude continues to August 1840. The remaining doubt in reference to this class,
has already been, as I hoped, disposed of by the opinion of the Attorney-general, pub-
lished by my order in August 1834, and by wgich you will be pleased to govern yourselves :
it must however be evident to the employer, that in the exercise of his discretion as to
employment, he ought to use his authority so as not to occasion to the predial apprentice
any additional hardship in his service ; and that if the employment of a predial has been for
12 calendar months before the 28th August 1833, such as to accustom him to one species
of work, that is, a trade only, without his ever having been called upon to perform, within
that period, any labour in agriculture, he must be considered as having no authority to call -
upon him to serve in a new capacity; and you will take care that in no case the change in
employment is made as a measure of punishment. In all cases where former occupation is
the question, you will fix upon the employer the duty of proving the employment.

9. An opinion has been Yxeld that a master cannot employ a praedial in a duty properly
non-predial, such as calling on a field man to tend horses, or a preedial woman to tend
poultry, or to wash clothes during the 45 hours prescribed for work. My decision on this
point 1s, that tending horses or poultry is proper{’ farm or predial labour; but the conver-
sion of a common labourer to a washerwoman, or {utler, or coachman, or to an employment
to which he or she was never bred, and which requires skill, demands the consent of the
preedial ; and in that case, if given, he or she shall be deemed to be a non-przdial and be
registered by you as such, and have the benefit of early emancipation.

10. It appears to me that an opinion also prevails, that a complainant cannot be a wit-
ness in his own complaint. I feel it incumbent on me to state, for your information, that
the evidence of all such parties ought to be received ; though it rests with you to decide
what weight you will give to such description of evidence. In some cases, it must be the
only kind produced, and then you must be guided in you estimate of it, by a reference to
the character and habits of the party complaining.

11. An opinion hasalso been held, that a special justice should not attend to a complaint
from an employer against an apprenticed labour, for an offence committed on a Saturday,
or during other hours than the 45 hours prescribed for labour; under the idea, that the
apprenticed labourers are during those times free. You will, however, understand that such
a position is wholly untenable; that the hours between labour are the hours appointed
for their repose ; and that the special justices are bound to attend to all complaints arising
between them and their employers.

12. T have appended to this letter, for your information{and guidance, an opinion of the
Attorney-General on two points, which I have been led to believe have been much can-
vassed before you, and no uniform decision come to, namely, first, whether a preedial ap-
prenticed labourer is bound to work at the bidding of his employer upon land, either
rented or purchased subsequently to the 1st August 1834: and secondly, whether such
labourer is bound to assist in reaping the canes, or manufacturing the sugar, for a neigh-
bouring planter, having no means of %\is own of taking off his crop; and the doubts on
these points will, I trust, cease. (See Appendix B.) ,

13. I find that my official communications to you through the public papers do not re-
ceive from you the prompt attention necessary to give them, as intended, immediate effect.
You must be aware of the labour and difficulty of corresponding with you so readily as I -
could wish, in writing ; and I therefore adopt the public newspapers of the Colony, as the
readiest channel of communication; especially, as both yourselves and the public have, b
this mode, the opportunity of ascertaining my opinion and instructions on points in whic
all are alike interested ; and I therefore notify, that all communications addressed to you
by me, and purporting to be signed by me or my private Secretary, and published in
the public pape:s, are to be considered by you as official communications, and are to be
acted upon by you as such accordingly.

I have, &e.
Lionel Smith.
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Appendix A.

PROVISION BY LAW,

COMMUTATION.

g0lbs. of roots per week, or 10 pints of
corn to all above 10 years of age ; to all un-
der 10 years, half that quantity.

Fish.

2 lbs. per week, or one quintal a year.

Clothing.

1 jacket and penistone.

2 shirts or shifts.

2 petticoats or 2 pair of trowsers.
1 cap or handkerchief.,

6 skeins of thread.

1 blanket once in two years,

To all above 16 years of age, half an acre
of land fit for raising provisions; to all
under 16 years of age a quarter of an acre,
to commence first week in April.

For 3 months, 6s. 3d.

For 1 year, 11 5s.

Time for one year, .17 days.*
In time, 10 days.*

In money, for each full grown man or
woman, 2 dollars 8 bits; for a second size
man or woman, 2 dollars; from 16 to 10
years of age, 17} bits; from 10 years down-
wards, 15 bits.

In money, 1 dollar.

Appendix B.

Sir,

AGREEABLY to your directions, I have had under consideration two

Barbadoes, 13 October 1833.
questions proposed

by your Excellency, namely, whether a praedial apprenticed labourer is bound to work at the

bidding of his em
August 1834 ; an

off his crop.

loyer, upon land either rented or purchased subsequently to the 1st
whether such labourer is bound to assist in reaging the canes or
manufacturing the sugar of a neighbouring planter, having no means of

is own of taking

In reference to the first question, 1 am of opinion, that the proprietor has no authority to
command the performance of any such labour from his apprenticed labourers, and when it is
required it must be the subject of a voluntary contract between the parties.

n answer to the second question, I beg to state to your Excellency, that the obligation
of the preedial labourer to perform the description of work stated, must altogether depend

BARBADOES.

upon what has been done in such cases by the estates previous to the 1st August 1834.

e fifth clause of the amended act for tKe Abolition of Slavery subjects the predial
apprentice to perform labour in the service of his employer only upon, or in or about the
works and business of the estate to which he was atiached, or on which he was employed,
on or previously to the period abovementioned.

I understand it has been customarl with many proprietors, either for profit or from
feeling of kindness, to assist their neighbours, by affording them the assistance stated, and
that this custom has prevailed on many estates at and previous to that period. It would
therefore be a great hardship to interrupt this system, and I am not disposed to think that
any such interruption was contemplated by the law.

¥am therefore of opinion that, if anterior to the 1st August 1834, it was customary to
employ the labourers of au estate in rendering these services, they become a part of the
business of the estate, and that the labourers are bound to give their services for such pur-
poses at the bidding of their masters.

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Governor-General. H. E. Sharpe.

To the SpEciaL JusTices of the Pracz.

Gentlenen, Government-House, Barbadoes, 2 November 1835.

Witk reference to my published letter to you on the 14th ultimo, on the various topics
connected with the administration of the laws for the government of apprenticed labourers,
I have now the honour to subjoin the scale of labour therein referred to.

2. You will be furnished with printed copies of this scale; and I have to desire that it
may be instantly hung up in your respective offices for public information. You will also
have the goodness to distribute copies to the several estates in your district, with a request
to the proprietors or managers that they may be placed in some situation in the buildings of
the estate where they may be easily referred to by the apprenticed labourers. A

3. As

* N.B. This is computed at the present daily price of labour, for a healthy adult, viz.a quarter of
a dollar; and is of course subject to proportionate alteration in the case of young, infirm, or pregnant ;
or in the event of labour rising above or falling below that standard.

166.—I11.
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3. As there are few or no estates where there are not some among the negro population
who can read, I am in hopes that this measure may prevent many complaints arising from
misunderstanding or ignorance being brought before you. .

1 am, &c.
Lionel Smith.

A ScaLe of Work to be %erformed by effective Apprenticed Labourers in the Island of

Barbadoes, drawn up

y the undersigned, appointed a Committee for that purpose by

his Exellency the Governor-General, and subsequently approved by His Majesty’s.

Council.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK.

Quantity of Work to be Performed by one or more
Apprenticed Labourers in one Day, or nine Hours.

1. Digging cane holes; land lined four
feet square, but only 20 inches square dug
out, and 10 inches deep, in flat land which
has been under the common cultivation of
the estate, not hard untilled pasturage.

2. Ditto, in land lined four feet square on |

the cliff and other seasonable parts of the
country, three feet by two and a half, dug
out, and six inches deep.

3. Ditto, in second crop land, where the
stumps have be previously taken out.

4. Digging plant holes.

5. Digging holes for potatoes and pre-
paring the land to plant shps.

6. Digging up cane stumps.

7. Digging up Guinea corn stumps.

8. Digging IEdian or Guinea co?n hs
on the squares of cane holes.

9. Digging Indian or Guinea corn holes
in second crop land, when the cane stumps
have not been dug up.

10. Digging yam ﬁoles on the squares of
a field holed for canes.

11. Digging yam holes in second crop
land, where the cane stumps have not been
dug up.

12. Digging Guinea corn holes for plant-
ing seed in land not under high cultivation.

13. Number of labourers to prepare an
acre of- land for planting Guinea corn
suckers, being a little deeper than the
former.

14. Number of labourers to draw suckers
and plant an acre in one day.

15. Number of labourers to plant an acre
of land in seed corn.

16. Number of labourers to shape an acre
in four feet squares, and to dig corn holes
on each square.

17. Number of labourers to weed an acre
of land for Guinea corn, not under high cul-
tivation previously to its being holed.

18. Number of cane holes that can be
weeded and cleaned out to a proper depth
for planting in land which had been pre-
viously holed and kept in good order.

19. Number of cane plants which can be
cut and brought out of the field by one
labourer per day.

One hundred and fifty in stiffest soils,
two hundred as an average for each labourer,
but, under favourable circumstances, two
hundred and fifty in light soil.

In stiffest soils one hundred and fifty as
an average for. each labourer, and two hun-
dred under favourable circumstances.

Four hundred as an average for each
labourer on medium soil, and three hundred
on stiffest soil.

In medium soil one thousand as an ave-
ra%e for each labourer.

f holed and cross holed, two hundred
each labourer ; if old hole be partially cleaned
out, and small chops made in the bank, one
thousand each.

Seven hundred and fifty to each labourer
when roots are dry; five hundred when
green.

Two thousand to each labourer.

One acre to each labourer.

Two thousand to each labourer.

Four hundred to each labourer, if 12
inches square, or five hundred if ordinary
size.

Three hundred and sixty to each labourer,.
if 12 inches square.

Three labourers per acre to hole in one
day.
Five.

Eight.

One, but when theland is holed very close,.

three labourers to two acres.
Nine.

Five per acre, where the land is not very
grassy ; but in some cases where the land
has been allowed to get very foul, nine days-
to the acre.

Eight hundred to each labourer.

Two thousand five hundred.
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DESCRIPTION OF WORK.

20. Number of holes of canes which can

be planted with drills by one labourer per
day, one plant in each hole of four feet
square.

21. Number of holes of canes which can
be planted with hoes by a labourer per day,
two plants in each hole of four feet square.

22. Number of labourers to weed an
acre of young canes or potatoes in one day,
land not being very grassy.

23.. Number of labourers to hill-up or bed
yam holes and draw the rotten trash in the
holes.

24. Number of labourers who can cover
an acre of young canes with trash, where the
trash has been placed conveniently around
the field.

25. Number of labourers to tie and stock
up trash from an acre of canes which have
made about two hogsheads sugar per acre,
the stocks being placed at convement dis-
tances.

26. Number of cart loads of mould which
can be dug and thrown into carts to contain
6o baskets each, by a labourer per day.

27. Number of labourers to mould a pen
40 feet square; six inches thick, the mould
being close to the pen.

28. Number of baskets of manure to be
carried out by one labourer per day, at a
convenient distance from the heap which
has been previously turned.

29. Number of cart-loads of manure which
can be sent out by one cart in a day, at a
distance of half a mile, and what number
of persons are sufficient to load it.

30. Number of labourers required to take
up and distribute manure to an acre of land,
one basket to each hole of four feet square,
the manure being dropped at a convenient
distance.

31. Number of loads of bushes which can
be cut and carried out to carts at 50 yards*
distance, by a labourer, per day, the load to
weigh 600 pounds.

32. Number of pounds of potatoes which
can be dug or grabbled per day by a la-
bourer, the return of potatoes being good
and regular,

33. Number of bushels of Guinea. corn
which cau be weighed, threshed and win-
nowed by a labourer per day.

34. Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be weighed, threshed and win-
nowed by a labourer per day.

35. Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be husked in a day by a la-
bourer,

36. Number of bushels of Guinea corn
which can be reaped and brought out of the
field by a labourer per day.

37. Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be reaped by a labourer per day,
half husked.

38. Number of labourers which can cut
canes and load carts to make four hogsheads
of sugar per day, supposing the canes to make
two hogsheads per acre.

39. Number of labourers employed with
carts to attend the mill with canes, and to
bring fuel to make four hogsheads,

166.—1I1.

Quantity of Work to be performed by one or more
Apprenticed Labourers in one Day, or Nine Hours,

Half an acre to each labourer, the same
1}()iei:sion taking the plants from the side of the
elds.

An equal quantity as above, less labour
being required to plant with hoes than with
drills.

Three.

Six per acre,

Four; giving a bundle to four holes.

Six.

Six, if carts can be drawn up close to the
mould pit.
Six,

Two hundred and thirty.

Fifteen loads,-and three persons to load
it.

Ten,

One from gullies, one and a half if on
level land.

One thousand.

Eight.
Twelve.
Fifteen.

Ten.

Twelve.

Twenty-four in parts of the country where
the cane juice is rich, and thirty where it is
rank and green.

Four to bring canes, if the distance be
not more than half a mile, and one to bring
fuel for the racking copper, being one to
each cart; three yoke of cattle to each cart,
on good roads.

BARBADOES.
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Qnantity of Work to be Performed by one or more
DESCRIPTION OF WORK. Apprenticed Labourers in One Day, or Nine Hours,
' i irty-three, employed as follows: seven
0. Number of labourers required about Thirty ) ] ]
thg works to make a day’s work of four | to camry canes where there is no gangvlv‘ay :
hogsheads of sugar. five to carry away the trash; one to keep

the mill-bed clean; two boatswains, but if
under four hogsheads made, one will be
sufficient; one to pack trash; eight boilers;
four stokers; five fuel-tenders, for a double
furnace, when the fuel is not very distant
from the copper holes; or a proportionate
number where young people are employed:

Total, 33.
William Sharp.
Thomas G. King.
Thomas Marshall.
b NO. 227. -—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street, 22 January 1836.
Sir,

I uAvE received your despatch, dated the 8th of December, inclosing a copy of
circular instructions, which you addressed to the special magistrates of Barbadoes
on the 14th of October and the 2d of November last, for their guidance in the
execution of the duties of their office.

I have read those instructions with much interest. They are characterized by
perspicuity of language (a very important object on all occasions of this kind),
and, as far as I can judge, by foresight and sound discretion. The remarks con-
tained in the paragraph No. 1, on the necessity of exact attention to the rules for
the delivery of clothing, and on the mora] effect to be anticipated from their
observance, have my entire assent. .1 am the more impressed by them because
they so strongly corroborate the opinions expressed by my predecessors, in the
protracted discussion now so happily closed between this department and yourself
on the one hand, and the Colonial Assembly on the other.

Your circular letters unavoidably embrace a field of inquiry so extensive, and
comprise general principles of so wide a range, that if it were necessary for me to
express a positive opinion upon every part of them, I might, perhaps, be com-
pelled to pause ; but I do not conceive this necessity is really imposed upon me.
It is sufficient to say that I have not detected any error of law, or any departure
from good policy in any part of these instructions. If any such mistake should
hereafter be brought to light, you will, I am confident, promptly supply the
requisite correction.

I have, &c.
(signed)  Glenelg.

— No. 228. —

Exrracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, 30 December 1835.

I nAvE the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,
the transcripts of the following Acts, which have been passed by the Legislature of
this island, and are respectively intituled »

“ An Act to amend an Act, intituled An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, &c.

¢ An Act for the better regulating the Common Goal of this Island,

¢ An Act the better to regulate the Sale of Goods, Wares and Merchandizes,
by Itinerant Vendors, &c.

“ An Act for the establishment of Rules and Regulations for the Government
of the Rural Police.”

All which Acts have been considered by the Attorney-general, who has not
reported any objections agaiost them.
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— No. 229, —

Extracr of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenclg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,
dated Downing-street, 6th April 1836.

The Act for regulating the Sale of Goods, &c. by itinerant vendors, confines the
business of a hawker and pedlar, or petty chapman, to free persons; that is, to
those who are not apprenticed labourers. The Attorney-general objects to this
exclusion of the apprentices from this calling, as at variance with the great princi-
ple of Negro equality now established by the Slavery Abolition Act. My opinion
on this subject is as follows.

First.—The use of the word “ free * to characterize one class of society, in con-
tradistinction to the rest, is one of those errors in style which should be studiously
avoided, as tending to give countenance to a much more important error in prin-
ciple.

Secondly.—I conceive that the trade of an itinerant vendor of goods is inter-
dicted to the apprenticed labourers by the nature of their condition in society,
unless when the employer of a non-predial apprentice may be willing that he
should assume it. In such a case I do not perceive why the law should raise an
obstacle. But I presume that no such case has occurred, or is to be anticipated.

Thirdly.—The term  petty chapman” being included in the enumeration of
employments forbidden to apprenticed labourers is objectionable, because it does
not bear of necessity, and was clearly not intended to bear a sense corresponding
with that of the word “ pedlar.” A man may be a petty chapman without ever
quitting his shop or stall ; and I know of no good reason why such an employment
should be forbidden to an apprenticed labourer.

Concurring in opinion with the Attorney-general of Barbadoes that it is highly
important to maintain -unimpaired the principle which forbids any discrimination
between the apprenticed labourers and other members of society, not properly in-
volved in, or necessarily deducible from, the relation in which they stand to their
employers, I have to desire that you will invite the local Legislature to amend this
Act in the particulars which I have noticed, and until the result of that recom-
met:]dt:.ition shall be known, His Majesty’s decision respecting it will be sus-
pended.

TABLE (B.)

No. 229.
Printed in the

Appendix, No. 102.

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Retamns of Puisuments received by the Governor of Barbadoes, from the SrEcrar Maorstraras,

from 1st August 1835 to S1st May 1836.
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BRITISH GUIANA.

— No. 230. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., x. ¢. B, to
Lord Glenelg, dated Camp House, Demerara, 20th June 1835.

« It is gratifying to contrast the present state of the proceedings complained of
with the half-yearly reports of the slave protector, when the lash was in the hands
of the managers and proprietors. On the estate of ¢ La Penitence,’ belonging to
Mr. Albuoy, out of 315 slaves, 148 appear to have been flogged in six months ;
and on the estate of ¢ La Repentir,’ rented by the same gentleman, out of 129 slaves,
74 were flogged in the same half-year. We have thus 222 floggings inflicted in
six months by the manager of 444 slaves; a calculation which afforded one flog-

ing per annum for every slave on those estates. It is clear, that if the slaves
deserved this dreadful amount of punishment, they must have been a very bad
and worthless set. .If they did not merit such treatment, the system under which
they were managed cannot be deemed otherwise than to have been most cruel

-and oppressive. In consequence of a representation having been made to me of

the negligence and insubordination prevailing” upon this estate, I went out there
myself on the 15th February, accompanied by the stipendiary magistrate, George
Ross, Esq.  The complaint of the labourers was, that the period of the seven
and a half hours of labour (which they were to afford to the estate) was so divided
by the manager, as, purposely, to leave them no time to themselves. They were
sulky and sour in consequence of this treatment, and did very little work in
comparison to what they could have done had they met with different treatment,
and been consequently in better humour. I endeavoured to prevail upon the
proprietor and upon the manager to alter this system. In the third paragraph of
my despatch, so far back as on the 18th September 1834, I had already drawn
the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the subject of the division of the
hours of labour of the apprentices, and suggested what appeared to me a plain
and simple remedy. If this part of the code for the government of the appren-
ticed labourer has been allowed to remain in a doubtful or in an objectionable
state, it is not owing to any neglect on my part. The hours of labour upon the
estate of ¢ La Penitence’ were not altered as I recommended. The dissatisfaction of
the negroes became greater, and their work was, in consequence, more and more
neglected. The proprietor, Mr. Albuoy, called upon the sheriff for the town
police, and a number of armed men were most incautiously ordered out to the
estate by Mr. Bagot, the sheriff. Their very appearance created alarm and confu-
sion, and the negroes hid themselves in the sugar canes. Four unfortunate
labourers were, however, caught and flogged severely by order of a court assem-
bled on the estate on the spur of the moment. It was then proposed to call out
the militia to dislodge the frightened and unarmed labourers (females as well as
males), and a requisition was prepared and signed accordingly. As soon as
I was made acquainted with these rash and injudicious proceedings, I ordered the
-armed police to be withdrawn, and the militia not to turn out. I visited the
estate myself, and in a few days after I placed it under the charge and superin-
tendence of a most active and energetic, but at the same time humane and good-
tempered special magistrate, George Killock, Esq. ~ This gentleman quickly
restored order by his firm and impartial conduct. The labourers perform their
work on the estate with good humour and alacrity; they are not harassed by

having their time divided, but the quantum of labour expected from them being
measured,
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measured, they perform it at their own convenience. In general they leave the
field before three o’clock in the afternoon. There is at this moment not an estate
better cultivated, or on which the labourers behave themselves better, throughout
the whole of British Guiana, than the estate of ¢ La Penitence,” an estate on
which, previous to the abolition of slavery, 148 slaves were flogged in six months
outof 315. Punishment is now all but unknown on the estate!!!”

* * * ¥* * *

“ My anxiety to place my conduct in the administration of this government in
its proper point of view, and to show the happy effects which have attended my
measures, induce me to refer with pleasure and with confidence to the contented,
tranquil, and flourishing state of this province. The steam engines on every
estate and all over the colony are at work from morning to dark ; and where the
labourers are kindly treated and paid reasonably, much Jater. The river is full of
ships. There never was more bustle and activity on the wharfs than at present.
Along the coast are to be seen daily hundreds of schooners, sloops, droghers and
punts, conveying the sugar, coffee and other produce from the estates, for the
purpose of being shipped for Europe. It is impossible to witness a more cheerful
or a more animating scene than may every day be beheld from the top of the light-
house, or any other high building in the neighbourhood of George-town. Let it
be remembered that all the colonial craft to which I have alluded are exclusively
manned by apprenticed labourers. Let it be kept in view that not more than one,
two, three or four white men are to be found on the estates (according to their
size) and in charge of the steam-engines I have described as so constantly at
work. A stranger might very well ask, how is all this accomplished ? What is
the strength of the armed police by means of which all this order and regularity
is maintained? We have 24 policémen in George-town, and six at New Amster-
dam ; these men are the only hired policemen in the province, and their services
are confined to the town, being watchmen by night as well as policemen by day.
Can any other part of His Majesty’s dominions be quoted as being more tranquil,
more orderly or more industrious? The apprenticed labourers themselves furnish
constables (when required) in the country districts, and they do this duty without pay
or emolument of any kind. The constables are unarmed and are merely provided
with a constable’s staff. The policemen have swords, but it is my intention in
a short time to exchange these weapons for some other insignia of office, so as to
take away every appearance of coercion. I wish the law to triumph and its
behests to be obeyed, from an innate conviction of their propriety, and with as
little support as may be from physical force. The negro never complains if he is
once convinced that he is dealt with according to law.

‘I might here allude to the additional chapels and to the various schools which
have been constructed under my patronage and encouragement,- and towards
which I have largely contributed. ~ It is to the diffusion of religious and moral
instruction, to the information to be communicated, and not to the terror to be
inspired, that we are to look for the permanent peace, happiness and prosperity of
this magnificent province of the British Empire.”

— No. 231. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 July 1835.
I navE the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 24th ultimo, for amending so much.of the British Guiana 4

Ordinance of the 8th March 1834, for the Government and Regulation of
Apprenticed Labourers, and of the Order in Council of the 5th June 1834, for
amending the same, as provides that the colony shall be divided into 12 districts,
and. that the special justices shall be appointed in the proportion of not less than
three for each of these districts.

160.—1I1. His
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His Majesty has been advised to pass this order with a view to your being
enabled legally to carry into effect the instructions contained in my circular
despatch of the 15th ultimo, for revoking all special commissions which may have
been granted to individuals who may have an interest in apprenticed labour.

I have, &c.,
(signed) Glenelg.
To Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, x.c.s.
&e. &c. &e.

— NOC 232. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 22 July 1835.
WiTH reference to the eighth paragraph of my despatch of the 6th instant,
I have now the honour to lay before your Lordship the reports from my 15
stipendiary justices of the peace for the month of June; as also the reports from
the high sheriff for the same period. I trust that your Lordship will approve of
the questions I propose to the justices, and of the form I have adopted for the
purpose of bringing the whole of the reports into one point of view. If it meets
with your Lordship’s approbation, I intend to do myself the honour of transmitting
similar documents monthly.
I have, &c.,
(signed) - J. Carmichael Smyth.
To the Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg.
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EPITOME of the MoNTHLY REPORTS from the FIrTEEN STIPENDIARY Sprcran Justices in British Guiana,
for the Month of June 1835.

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTerN Division.
Captain B. Bond, R.N.

WEesTERN Divisiow.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful ? :

Not generally. I have
visited the hospitals on the
following estates ; viz. ¢ Spring-
hall,’ ¢ Belmont,’ ¢ Good Hope,’
¢ Helena,’” ¢ Verdriegen,’ ¢ La
boone Mere,” ¢ Strathauen,’
¢ Melville,’ ¢ Cane Grove.’
The patients in all are allowed
whatever the doctors order.

Yes, in general. I have
visited fourteen estates during
the month (names noted in
the Report), and I also in-
spected the hospitals, and as-
certained that the patients
were well and kindly treated.

Yes.
during the month (names
given) ; conversed with the

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will ?

The work is performed, but
generally not with good will,

The work has been per-
formed throughout, but as
many cases of evading the
performance of labour, upon
various frivolous pretences,
have been brought under my
notice, I am of opinion that
the work has not been done
with good will.

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
‘the causes which may have
Jed to such conduct.

"The work has been per-
formed on all the estates in
the district.

The unwillingness to labour
has appeared openly upon
plantation ¢ La bonne Mere,’
G. C. Bell and J. Jackson,
attornies ; R, Ms. Sutherland,
manager ; — ¢ Spring Hall,’
J. Jones, attomeg; R. Trot-
man, manager; — ¢ Clon-
brook,” Messrs. Rogers, pro-
prietors ; William Shand,
manager. ¢ La bonne Mere’
and ¢ Spring Hall* are now
under the charge of Captain
Bond, ».x.

apprentices; they appear
happy and contented.

Yes.

None.

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the Jabourers
prefer working the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law?

As many labourers perform
task-work as take the seven
and a half hours daily work.

Task-work is invariably re.
sorted to, but as it is not
compulsory, (except on plan-
tation ¢ Grove,” where a con-
tract has been entered into,)
the apprenticed labourers
sometimes prefer to work the
seven and a half hours.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in thig district.

5. What are the working
bours most generally in use
In your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay-by for two or
three hours in the middle of
the day, and then to complete
their seven and a half in the
afternoon, (by which division
of their labour they have little
9rno time to themselves) ?—
if yes, have the goodness to
hame the estates, proprietors
Or attornies, and the managers.

166,11,

The general working hours
begin at seven, A.M., working
the seven and a half hours

off, or comingin at eleven,a. M.,
- just as they please.

When task-work is not
chosen by the apprenticed
labourers, the hours are from
seven to eleven, A.M.,and one
to half-past four, p.m. This
is the case upon every estate
Jexcept the ¢ Hope,’ the ¢ Grove,’
¢ Farm’ and ¢ Fellowship.” Up-
on the two last-named estates
the weekly labour is per-
formed in five days, and upon
the ¢ Grove’ an agreerent has
been entered into 1o perform
task-work.

The labourers commence
work at seven o’clock, and go
on until they finish, sometimes
twelve, one, two, three o’clock,
according to the weather.
On no estate are they com-
pelled to lay-by in the middle
of the day.

Visited eleven estates

—

(continued on page 28.)
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DISTRICT (C)

Towx.
W. J. Brittain, Esq.

River.
Captain Delafons, R.N.

Ur per RivER.
George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain J. 4. Allen.

Answers to Question 1.

With a few exceptions of
bad subjects, who are re-
peatedly returned to this of-
fice for correction, and who
certainly do not amount to
one-twentieth of the appren-
ticed labourers of this town ;
the remainder may be safely
presumed to be civil, con-
tented and cheerful.

Yes, generally; some few
exceptions amongst the idle
and indolent. During this
month I have visited and in-
spected the hospitals on the
estates of ¢ Houston,’ ¢ Ruim-
¢veld,’ and ¢ La Penitence,’ and
conversed with some few la-
bourers on the subject of their
condition. Next month I
hope to be able to say more.

For the most part they are.
12 estates visited during the
month (names given). On
these estates, with two excep-
tions, the answers returned
by the labourers whom I
spoke with were favourable.

Ten estates were visited,
and their hospitals inspected
by me last month (names are
given in the Report). One
apprentice labourer only
made any complaint during
these visits.

Ansers to Question 2.

With the above excep-
tions, they have.

Yes, generally, Some few
delinquents amongst the idle.

With a few exceptions, I
have observed no very strik-
ing symptoms of a contrary
spirit prevailing amongst the
apprenticed labourers in this
district.

Yes, with a few exceptions,

Answers to Question 3.

No estate in this division
of the district. At the end
of May, Mr. A. A. Frank,
the manager of plantation
¢ Vlisengen, did away with the
agreement under which the
labourers had worked so well
since the 1st August. He
withdrew the payment for
Saturday’s work, and reduced
the hours of labour to seven
and a half hours, requiring
further that whatever grass he
might want should be cut by
- them within those hours, thus
depriving them of any oppor-
tunity of earning anything

L He has since been dismissed.

for themselves by extra labour.

Generally, no. Some few
females have been negligent
on the estates of ¢ Ruimveld *
and ¢ La Penitence.’

On plantation ¢ Little Dia-
mond’ the symptoms of un-
willingness to do their work
have continued to manifest
themselves.

The work was not readily
or willingly performed during
the first half of last month on
plantation ¢ Malgre Tout, C,
P, Milne, proprietor; John
Green, manager. And for
a few days on plantation ¢ Viv
La Force,” Thomas Blake, pro-
prietor; H. Van Bram, ma-
nager.

Answers to Question 4.

The apprenticed labour-
ers in this town consisting
almost entirely of either do-
mestics or tradesmen, the
former render their services
at whatever hours they may
be required, and the latter la-
bour as non-preedials for nine
hours per diem.

They work the seven and
a half hours per day as fixed
by law.

Task-work is for the most

gart resorted to, but the la-

ourers dislike written agree-
ments:

Task-work is generally re
sorted to. The labouren
would prefer working the
seven and a half hours, i
permitted to do so, without
an interval of rest.

Answers te Question 5.

-

So far as this question
relates to the Town Division
it is answered in the reply to
the previous question.

From seven, s.M. until half
past two, p.M. None lay-by
in the middle of the day.

The working hours are ge-
nerally from seven to half-past
two at plantations ¢ Profit’ and
¢ Garden of Eden.” Intervals
are observed in the middle of
the day, that is to say, a bell
is rung for the labourers to
return home, but in many
cases I believe they prefer to
remain in the field all day.

The working hours most
generally in use are from
seven to eleven, and from one
to half-past four o’clock; or
from seven to eleven, an
from twelve to half-past three,
where task-work is not re]
sorted to.
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Barilet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
Thomas Coleman, Esq.

The conduct of the appren-
ticed labourers has been most
satisfactory during the last
month.

Yes; I have visited 44 es-
tates and inspected the hos-
pitals, being the whole of the
estates in the district.

seem well attended to,

Taken collectively, they are
80, although no doubt there
are discontented individuals
among them. I have visited

hospitals of 13. The sick, which

15 estates, and inspected the
are not numerous,

and the hospitals are in general
very commodious; but I do not think sufficient at-
tention is paid to cleanliness, to which however there
are some exceptions. I have also conversed with
some of the labourers on the estates.

Generally they are, Dbut

- many idle apprentices are not.

I have visited 12 estates and
inspected the hospitals during
the month.

On the estates generally,
and I have had but few com.
plaints.

Yes.

Generally speaking, they
have ; but there have been
more complaints of neglect
than usual, which I think is
in some measure to be attri=
buted to the severity of the
weather, for which, however,
managers in general have
made some allowances.

They have generally, but

there have been many com-
plaints of idleness.

The complaints during the
last month have been mostly
against the apprenticed la-
bourers of plantation ¢ Anna
Catherina.” Mr. Manget, at-
torney ; Mr. Griffith, manager.

The work has not been un-
willingly, or not readily, per-
formed " (generally speaking)
on any estate in this district.

Yes, partially, on almost all
the estates, particularly ¢ La
Belle Alliance’ Attorney,
the Hon. Charles Bean ; ma-
nager, F. G. Bayley.

. Task-work ; and I have no-
ticed the effective gang of
plantation ¢ Hague’ (on which
I reside) finish the work of
30 roods, at drilling two feet

Task-work in general, and
preferred by the labourers.

wide, one shovel deep, (as

matked in the scale of task-work) and
houses, some before

Teturn to the ne,
12, and all before half-past one

o’clock.

The bell rings at seven, and
the labourers generally re.

n:lain until their task is finish-
ed.

166-‘1[,

From about seven to one,
two, three, four, five and six,
according to the bargain
made. Upon no estate are
the labourers compelled to
lay-by at mid-day ; they work
as they choose.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred by
the labourers,

{continued on page 30.) .

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

The labourers generally go
to work at half-past six or
seven in the morning, and
finish at their option, usually
from twelve to two, according:
to the weather. Thereis no
estate in this district on which
they are compelled to lay-by
during the middle of the day

Generally from seven, .M. to
two, p.M. There are no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question

can apply.




30

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

June 1835.]
DISTRICT (l.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M. 4. Stewart, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (M.)
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

Answers to Question 1.

Generally, yes.

I consider they are, gene-
rally, I visited nine estates
during the month, and no
complaints were preferred.

On most of the estates they
are civil ; but I cannot take
it upon myself to say that they
?ria either contented or cheer-

ul.

———

Yes. I have visited four
estates during the month ; the
almost impassable state of the
roadsprevented me doing more,
and I have no road to the twg
estates above creek 68. I haye
on every occasion, when oppor.
tunity offered, explained to the
negroes that I was always ready
to hear their complaints. A;
none have come to me, I pre-
sume they are satisfied.

Answers to Question 2.

J-4

Answers to Question 3.

Generally, they have.

N

In most instances.

No, they have not.

No, except by afew idlers.

On plantation ¢ Friends.’
James Forsyth, proprietor ;
John Forsyth, manager.

Generally, throughout the
district, the work bas not been
so willingly or readily per-
formed.

Yes, with a few exceptions,

Answers to Question 4.

N

—— |

Task-work is adopted, and
preferred by the labourers
generally.

\

Answers to Question 5.

[ From 7, A. M. till their tasks
are finished ; and it is left to
themselves whether they rest
or not during the middle of
the day.

The task system is adopted.
In no instance do the la-
bourers give preference to
working 7 4 hours per day, as
fixed by law. The Saturday
is given on several estates in
this district.

Task-work in general ; the
labourers prefer it.

Task-work, as before explain-
ed, is generally resorted to.

From half-past six in the
morning tiil the day’s labour
is performed.

Task-work being generally
performed on the estates in
this district, the labourers -
mayrest whenever they please,
or may finish off their tasks
without resting.

The same as in my pre
ceding reports.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

Eastery Diviston.
Capt. Baring Bond, R. N.

Wes TERN Divisiox.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (BJ)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire ? If yes,
pame the estates—the rate of
wages for extra work—and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made—and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable

es have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
on the part of the labourers,

Yes, several; ¢Spring Hall.’
For extra labour in the boil-
ing house 1 £ 10. each la-
bourer ; head boilermen one
dollar for every 15 hogsheads

sugar.

The apprenticed labourers
employed in the manufacture

of sugar invariably perform |

extra labour for hire, earning
six bitts (2s. 2d.) to two
guilders (about 3s.) a week,
which is paid on demand.
The field labourers do not
work beyond the time ap-
pointed {y law ; no offer to
so employ them was made.

On all the estates the ap-
prentice labourers perform
extra labour for hire in the
manufacture of sugar. Two
stivers (under 2d.) per hour.
On the plantations, five sti-
vers (about 4}d.) for every
10 lbs. of cotton picked over
401bs. Payments monthly.

%7. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority, by force, in your dis-
trict 2 Ifthere have been any,
name the estates on which
such occurrences have taken
place.

None.

One instance on plantation
¢ Woodlands.” No attempt

| has been made to resist au-

thority by force.

None.

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labour-
ers to neglect their work, or
to behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
miscond)l'xct been so0 general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
spiracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

A few idle fellows on ¢ILa
bonne Mere.

The disposition to neglect
their work has been so general
on plantation ¢La bonne
Mere,” ¢ Spring Hall’ and
¢ Clonbrook,” that I have at-
tributed it to combination.

1t is only with respect to a
few idle apprentices that com-
plaints are made. On every
estate I find there are two or
three bad characters, and the
complaints are confined to

them.

9. Has the attendance of
the prmdial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict ?

Yes; generally at the Me-
thodist chapel at the Ferry,
and the Presbyterian church
at Mahaica.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation ; that of their children
at school has been to the full
of the very limited means of
instruction open to them.

Theattendance of the prae-
dial labourers at church has
been - very good; and their
children at school.

10. Have you, individually

8 individually.

Individually and by the

1 individually.

as & magistrate, and has the 3 by the court. court, 16, 4 by the court.
Ccourt over which you preside, | —— —
under the necessity of 10 5
ordering punishment by whip- | === =
ping during the preceding
month ?—and, if an answer
In the affirmative, state the
number of delinquents so pu-
nished, and the extent of
punishment awarded in each
case,
11. Hasany ma ,over- | None. The manager of plantation | None,

3¢er, or other person in autho-
nity over the preedial labour.

ers been fined or otherwise punished by the court over
which you preside during the preceding month, for mis-

conduct towards any labourer or

ourers? Have

ebeen any instances of the labourers having been
detained at work beyond the legal hours >—and, in such
case, has the 14. sterling per hour for each individual

labourer been levied ?
166.—1I,

¢ Grove® hus been fined 54
for maltreating an apprentice
labourer.

(continued on page 32)



32

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

June 1835.]

DISTRICT (C)

Towr,
W.J. Brittain, Esq.

RIvER.
Capt. Delafons, . N.

Urper River.
George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)
Capt. J. 4. Allen,

Answers to Questton 6.

.

Not applicable to this di-
vision of the district.

No; excepting what is
usually paid at the period of
boiling sugar,

Extra work for hire con-
tinues to be occasionally per-

| formed on the estates men-

tioned in my former reports,
at the rate of 1} to 2 bitts
(about gd.) per day. Pay-
ment prompt.

These labourers who are
employed about the buildings
perform extra labour for hire
on 16 sugar estates; somefey
estates pay for cutting
and a very few for extra laboyr
in the field at other times
Engineers and head-people
about buildings are paid from
two to four guilders per week
(from 3 s. to 6 s.), others from
43 d. to g d. per day. Paid
weekly by tickets or *“ goods”
afterwards exchanged for pa-
per money when of sufficient
amount.

Anstversto Question7.

No combined insubordina-
tion has come to my know-
ledge, nor anytbing like an
attempt to resist authority by
force in this town.

None.

None.

There have been no in.
stances of insubordination,

except the disposition to work indolently (see 3d Query),
and the disobedience of orders of a few people attached
to a wood-cutting establishment in the ¢Cassiaquia Creek,
added to that of some pregnant women not working as
required. There has been no attempt to resist authority

by force.

Ansters to Question 8.

No appearance of combi-
nation to resist or evade their
work on the part of the ap-
prenticed labourers has come
to my iknowledge; all thein-
stances of misconduct record-
ed in this office during the
month are isolated.

The instances are few, and
solely to be attributed to the
idle and disorderly.

On plantation ¢ Little Dia-
mond, the whole gang, with
few exceptions, has adopted
the same line of conduct, and
seems to act in concert.

The misconduct of the la-
bourers mentioned in No. 3,
was very general for a short
period ; caused, in my opi-
nion, by a desire of being
paid for the quantity of work

demanded, from the state of the grass in a particular
field, by a disagreement as to how the labour of 7}
hours was to be performed, that fertile source of so
many complaints throughout the colony. In those
instances it wore the appearance of combination, in
other complaints were against idlers.

Answersto Question 9.

Not practicable to ascertain
with precision the regular at-

Yes.

tendance at church. The places of public worship are
well attended, particularly the dissenting ones. Eighty-
five infants attend the free school, principally children of apprenticed labourers. At a
free school, master, Mr. Brandon, 100 children of apprenticed labourers attend. Mr.
Ketley, the minister of the Church Missionary Establishment, has of late considerably
increased his school, the number attending it is very considerable.

The attendance at church
and school is good, but . the
new chapel is not yet finished.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church and of their
children at school has varied
very little since last report.
The attendance at church has
been nearly equal to the ac-
commodation, but not that
of the school.

Anstoers to Question 10,

Individually and by the
«court, 25.

Individually - - 27
Bythecourt - - 4
31

Individually - -
By the court - -

9 indiv,;idually.
24 by the court,

Austoers to Qitestion 11,

None.

None.

None.

No person has been fined
or convicted during the month}
of June. |
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
Thomas Coleman, Esq.

Only about the buildings.
Engineers, boiler and fire-
men, who are paid weekly in
gilver; Average rate, two
gtivers per hour.

Upon every estate in -this
district the people about the
buildings are paid, and upon
many the whole gang, and
upon others only the cane-
cutters are paid. . The wages
are from 1 bitt to 2 } guilders,
according to age, &c. &c.

Extra labour for hire is
still performed, though not
50 much as it had been ; the
weather may be assigned as
a cause. The rate of wages
is from 13 6d. to 2s. 2d.
per day, according to the
nature of the employment,
and they are paid monthly.

Yes, on almost all the estates
at the rate of from one to two
guilders ger day’s work ; gene-
rally paid weekly,

None.

There have been no in-
stances of insubordination,
except individual cases of
little importance ; nor any
attempt whatever to resist
authority by force.

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination ;
but no attempt to resist autho-
rity by force,

It is generally the same
idle and" disorderly appren-
tices constantly complained
of; many of whom have
been five and six times be-
fore the court.

It is only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that complaints
have been made,

Except on plantation ¢ Au-
rora;’ only with respeet to
the latter, but on that estate a
continuation to neglect their
work existed in the beginning
of the month; it was, how-
ever, solely confined to the
female labourers, and now
seems entirely subdued.

No ; only with respect to
a great many idle and disor-
derly apprentices that I have
had complaints made.

Yes,

The attendance at church
and at school is on the in-
crease. The church accom-
modation in this district is
not sufficient ; numbers can-
not obtain admittance to the
churches.

As usual, and to the full
extent.

Yes, when the weather per-
mitted.

Individually - .
By the court . . 1;

Individually - -~ 3
By the court -

Individually - - 9
By the court - - 10

Individually and by the
court, 25.

None,

166,11,

No.

No instances of either have
occurred during the past
month.

No, none. ;

(continued on page 34.)
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June 1835.]
DISTRICT (1.)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M, J. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

Only on the sugar estates,
such as boilermen and fire-
men, the rate of wages varies;
payments generally made in
cash when required ; offers of
hire are not general.

e e

On all sugar estates the
persons employed about the
buildings. On most coffee
estates during the past month
50 men have been employed
at trench work on each Satur-
day, on the plantation ¢ Phili-
delphia,” and received two
guilders on finishing the day’s
task or labour.

Yes; the labourers hire
themselves on Saturdays,
either to the estates to which
they belong, or to some of
the neighbouring estates, for.
reasonable wages and .prompt

payment,

——

The same as in my lagt
report.

Answersto Question.

Yes; the field labourers of
lantation ¢ Cotton Tree’ be-
ved in ‘an insubordinate
manner, and resisted lawful
authority in not going to
their work on Saturday the
13th instant, and again on
| Saturday the goth.

None:

No.

None, during the last month.

Answers to Question 8,

l

( Only with regard to the
latter, except in the combi-
nation of the ¢ Cotton Tree’

gang.

o

On plantation ¢ Friends,’” a
combination wasinferred from
all doing the same quantity
of work.

There is (and has been for

some time past) a combina-
tion amongst the apprenticed
labourers, to reduce the rate
of labour as much as pos-
sible.

‘It is only with respect t;
a few idle and disorderly ap
prentices that I have ha
complaints made during th
last month,

Answers to Question 11.

s (
%’ Yes. It has to the full extent. (Not replied to.) 5,000 e(fuilders has beer
3 ' subscribed by the proprietor
g and residents of the district
Q’J for the purchase of land, o
S which to erect a church, an
'§ a residence for a clergyman,
£
T

[ Individually - - 3 Individually and by the | Individually - - 1 Individually . -
g Bythecourt = - g | court, 1a. By thecourt - - 13 By the court - -
£
3
<
<
'xg
L3
<

{ No. None. No. No.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EAsTeERY Drvision.
Capt. B. Bond, R.N.

WesTERN Division,
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

12. Have any complaints
heen preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject ?, Inthe
event of any complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters and caused justice to
berendered to the parties as far
as it was in your power ? State
the number and the nature of
the complaints, which may have
been preferred to you in gene-
ral terms.

One against H. Chapman,
plantation ¢Grove,’ for kick-
ing a lad ; referred to a dis-
trict court, which fined him
51

Two complaints for mal-
treatment ; one proved; and
the employer fined. ~The
other ‘was not proved.

None.

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the estates
in your district been bound
apprentices during the last
month? If yes, name the es-
tates upon which such occur-
rences have taken place, and
state if the transactions were
with the free consent and ap-
probation of the parents of the
children.

None.

None.

None.

14. How are the children fed
and taken care of on the estates
inyour district ? Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and is an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them? or
are they fed out of the allow-

On most estates the doctor
is allowed, and everything the
same as the rest. At ‘La
bonne Mere,” fed by their
mothers ; the latter having
refused their being provided
for by the estates.

ance due to their parents ? When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman specially appointed to
take care of their young children, and exempted from
all other duty? Are the children when unwell allowed
the advantage of the medical assistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery ? ‘

The children of plantation
¢Grove’ are not fed gratui-
tously ; medical assistance is
not allowed them by the es-
tate. On every other estate
the children receive the same
treatment as when in a state
of slavery.

The children are generally
fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, When
their mothers are at work in
the field, two women are ap-
pointed to take care of them,
and are exempted from all
other duty. The children,
when unwell, are allowed the

advantage of medical attend- !

ance.

(continued on prge 30.)

13. On how many estates in
Yyour district are schools esta-
bhshe_d? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There is a Metho-
dist school at Mahaica Ferry,
which the children of the
neighbouring estates attend.

The only schools in the dis-
trict are as follows : one at
Mabhaica, in charge of the
Wesleyan missionury, and a
Sunday school at plantation
¢ Nabuclis.’

No increase of schools since
my former report,

16, Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the lieute-
bant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
;g:;ss of the (;iistrict under

Superinten
ate th‘e)esame. ence? If yes,

166.—II.

There is a general feeling
to evade work, by pleading
sickness, whenever they can
do so with impunit{. The
females are very insolent, and
appear to care little for the
punishment of extra labour.

(signed) J. B. Bond, S J.P.,
Chairman.

None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
Chairman.

The district _is tranquil;
peace and happiness prevails.

(signed) A. M. Lyons.
g ¢ Yons,
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June 1835.] DISTRICT (C)
DISTRICT (D.)
Town. RIVER. Urper RIVER. Captain J. 4. 4llen.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq.
None. None. - One complaint has been Eight complaints have bee
preferred, for excluding a | preferred during the month
o husband from his wife while | they have been inquired int
- she was in the lying-in house. | and redressed as far as ws
g One for refusal of allowance, | practicable.
B which has been disproved.
3 One from a pregnant woman,
CZ otherwise in good health,
- claiming to be exempted en-.
g tirely from field-work.
g
=
~
\
. Ne free children of appren- None. None. None.

3 | ticed labourers of this town
= .| have been bound apprentices
i3 | during this month.
s
<
3
£
g
=
=

J

Answers to Question 14.

The magistrate bas no
means of answering this ques-
tion, as far as it affects the
free children of apprenticed
labourers in this town gene-
rally, as far as his limited
means of information go ; he
has generally found that opu-
lent employers support these
children, while poorer em-
ployers throw the burden of
supporting them on their
motheis.

Answers to Q. 15.

Fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and wo-
men specially appointed to
take care of the young chil-
dren, who, when unwell, are
freely admitted into the hos-
pital.

On plantation ¢ Prosperity,’
the children are still without
any extra allowance; and
the ¢Little Diamond’ has,
within the last three weeks,
been added to the list of ex-
ceptions under this head.
Medical attendance and
nurses continue to be pro-
vided everywhere.

The children are fed by
additional allowance of
fish and plantains issued
the mothers. A woman
usually appointed to take cz
of them while their moth
are in the field ; and theys
reported to receive the bene
of medical attendance wh
sick.

Not applicable to this divi-
sion of the district,

L

¢ Houstoun’ and ¢ Romi.’

There are schools at plan-
tation ¢ Perseverance’ and at
¢ Peter’s Hall,” as mentioned
on former occasions.

Seven schools are ef
blished, or instruction give

Answers to Questiop 16.

;
Recommends the establish-

ment of some cheap mode for

the recovery of small debts.

(signed) IV, J. Brittain,
Acting Chairman.

The females on the estates
of ¢ Ruimveld’ and ¢ La Peni-
tence,’” I think, may be said
to be getting more orderly ;
yet their proximity to the
town may be supposed in a
great degree to influence
their idleness.

(signed) Thomas Delafons.

Recommends better circu-
lation of air in the places of
confinement, and a more pro-
per ventilation of hespitals,
&c. &c.

(signed) George Ross.

The treatment of the 8
and management of thel
pitals, demands examinat
The occasional visits of 8!
dical gentleman (unconné
with estates) accompan!
the chairman of the dist
would be desirable.

signed) J. 4. Allen
(signed) Chair
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

A complaint was made by
an apprenticed labourer of
plantation ¢ Best,” that she
was sick, and her manager
refused to admit her into the
sick-house. I inquired into
her complaint on the estate,
and in the presence of the
medical attendant: ‘it ap-
peared her complaint was
untrue.

No complaints of this na-
ture have been preferred.

None.

None have been so bound.

On plantations ¢ Hague,’
¢ Grenveld,” and ¢ Met-en-
Meerzog,’ no food or doctor;
¢ Anna Catharina,’ ¢ Vrees-en-
Hoop,” ¢ William ’ and ¢ Best,’
no food, butdoctor. On the
other estates no change has
taken place. All the estates
allow nurses while the mothers
are at work in the field.

The children are fed and
clothed, and treated in every
respect as formerly upon every
estate in this district, with
the exception of ¢ Vertrower’
and ¢ Bellefield,’ owned by
Mr. Bowell, and ¢ Success,’
owned by Mr. Jones, all
three estates upon the island
of Leguan,

_ The children are fed and
taken care of in every re-
spect precisely in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery. ’

37
DISTRICT (H.)
Thomas Coleman, Esq.
No, none.
No, none.

o
<«
£
o
&
s

The same as before, and no {3
complaints, H
8

Six schools in the district.

¢ Waterloo,” of which Mr.
M. Rae is attorney, and
* Marquillo,” owned by Mr.
Noble, have schools between
them. There are two other
schools in the district.

On three.

None.

EpcIOSes a letter from a
medical attendant on the
Coast, relating to the neces-
8ary medical attendance. Re-
F;rts thg death of a child.

oceeding of an inquest now
before the high sheriff,

(signed)  Spry Bartlet,

Chairman.

16217

The poorer classes in the
country are completely de-

" barred from obtaining justice

in cases of trespass on their
property, and compelling
payment of money due. How
can a poor man enter an ac-
tion in the court of George-
town,

Geuvrge Kello ck,

(signed)
8 Chairman.

Although complaints have
been more frequent than dur-
ing the preceding month, yet,
on the whole, the apprenticed
labourers of this district may
be considered as behaving
well, and taken collectively
as working assiduously. The
district continues perfectly
tranquil.

(signed) George Ball,
Chairman,

None.

(signed) Thos. Coleman,

Sen. 8. J. {
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June 1835.] o
DISTRICT (I.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.
George Rose, Esq. Jokn Macleod, Esq. M. A. Stewart, Esq. J. 0. Lockkart Muir, Esq,
None. None. Four complaints were pre- | No.

ferred to me during the last

month by apprenticed la-
o bourers, but on a careful in-
= vestigation I found that they
.8 were frivolous and vexatious.
3
&
s
£
F~1
=
-
& [ No. Not one. No. No.
3
3
3
L4
2
=
g
<

Generally the same as pre-
vious to the 1st of August.

The' children are fed and
taken care of in the same
manner as when they were in

On most of the estates of
the district the children un-
der six years of age have a

The same as in my pre:
ceding reports.

+ a state of slavery. gratuitous allowance of food,

. also of medical assistance and

S hospital treatment.

<

&

B

s

g

<

% Schools are almost general On two, and a Sunday | On six estates, the eame as | The same as in my preced:
< | on the estates among the la- | school on one. are named in my report for | ing reports.
S } bourers themselves, and on April.

» ) several there are teachers en-

% gaged, besides the schools at

2 | the places of worship. .

=

Answers to Question 15.

Remarks and proceedings
with respect to the labourers
on plantation ¢ Cotton Tree,’
who neglected to work on
two Saturdays. Forgiveness
was offered on condition of
the lost time being made
good to the estate.

(signed) Gem(;ge Rose,

hairman.

On the 26th instant, a dis-
trict session was held in the
Cauje district, when there
were only three cases for
trial. On the 3oth instant
another session was  held,
. when only seven persons were
convicted ; three were run-
aways.

(signed) John Macleod,
Chairman,

Nil.

(signed) M. 4. Stewart,
Chairman.

Extracted from the original Reports by

The labourers have lately
shown a disposition to abar-
don the irregularities which
formerly bound persons
different sexes as man an
wife, and to contract regulsr
marriages, &c. &c. &c.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart M
Chairman.

H. W. Ridley,
Captain, 86th Regiment, Private Secretary.
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ReporTs of the High Sheriff, Georgetown.

Weekly Police Returns.

BRITISH
GUIANA.

FOR THE WEEK ENDING 6th JUNE 1835.

Description of Force.

How Employed :
Superintending the establishment - - -

On Duty by Day:

{Attendmg high-sherifis’ office from 10 to 3
Attending the magistrates’ oﬁ‘ice, dmo
Patroling the town -

Attending the gaol and treadmnll - -

On Duty by Night:
Patroling the town - - -

On guard at gaol - - -
Off Duty:
Disposable for extra duty when called for.
Sick - - - - - < - .

Absent with leave,
Under suspension for misconduct - - -

,TOTAL‘ - - -

Officer. 1st Class. | 2d Class.
l —
- -] 3
- - v 2
- - P 3
- - - - ’ 4
3 10
- - 1 4
- - - - 4
- -f- - 2
1 1 27

Remarks.—Edward Hopkins, 2d Class, suspended; A. Hickey, ditto.

* These men are employed before and after office hours, in serving summonses for
parties and witnesses for the following day, or in executing warrants, &c.

Nominav Rk'rvm; of PrisoNERs arrested and brought before the High Sheriff during the Week.

NAME. orT(,r:I(I’i:g. of ]A)::-t. d :els'::i. Al %’hn:g}e'? Charge. How disposed of.
1835 ¢

Polly .| A.L. June 1 |- - Constable | - Constable | - - having stolen | - - eommitted

) Dist. (B.) Dist. (B.) property in their | for trial.
: ‘ possession,

Peggy -| A.L. — - ditto - | - ditto - | - ditto < | ditto.

Quaco -| A.L. - - ditto - | - ditto - [ - ditto - | dismissed.

T.Curay | discharged | — | Police = | Police = |- - found lying |-« reprimand- .

soldier. | drunk in yln the |ed, and dis-
street. missed,

166.--11,

Geo. Bagot, H. 8.
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—-No. 233. —

Copv of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, gth August 1835.

1 BEG leave respectfully to lay before your Lordship a copy of the Royal Gazette
of this colony of yesterday, wherein your Lordship will observe the mode I have
adopted for the removal from the list of special justices of all gentlemen interested
in apprentice labour. ‘The two circulars which I have addvessed to the stipendiary
justices will, T trust, also meet with your approbation. '

* Your Lordship, of course, may expect numerous memorials and representations
from the inhabitants of this colony, complaining of the difficulty of enforcing the
performance of a due quantity of wark by the apprenticed labourer, in consequence
of the diminished number of special justices, and expressing dissatisfaction at the
want of confidence thus publicly manifested towards the proprietors of estates in
British Guiana, and which, it will be stated, cannot but have a bad effect upon
the mind of the labourer. [ feel it my duty, however, to state to your Lordship,
that I am not, in the slightest degree, apprehensive that either the peace of the
country or the quantity of produce will be effected by the reduction of the number
of special justices ; with so small a number as fifteen special justices we could not
have preserved order and subordination amongst so numerous and so extended
a population upon their first release from slavery. But the system of apprentice-
ship being now uaderstood, and working as well as could be wished, every diffi-

‘culty thrown in the way of obtaining that by toercion which may be procured by

kindness and for payment, is a great step gained towards the future success of
free labour.

As all coercive measures will cease in 1840, the less they are now resorted to
the better. The delay which will attend the applications to a special justice will
make the planter or manager pause before he prefers a trivial complaint ; and he
will necessarily be obliged to treat his labourers and their families with kindness,
and to consult their feelings, if he wishes his estate to be well cultivated. Without
the slightest reference to the question of whether the special justices interested in
aporentice labour, may or may not have acted impartially, I am quite satisfied that
the reduction of the number of special justices, and the consequent difficulty
which will attend taking the labourer before a special justice for every trifling
complaint, aré points of no small advantage towards the present and the future
prosperity of this colony.

I have, &ec.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure in No. 233.
GoverNMENT NoTicE.

Tue Lieutenant-Governor has directed that the following Despatch, dated 1st July,
which bis Excellency has had the honour to receive from the Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg,
as also the Order of His Majesty in Council, dated 24th Juze, alladed to in the said
Despatch, should be forthwith published in the Royal Gazette of this Colony for the
information and guidance of all concerned.

By order of his Excellency,
- H. B, F. Young, Gov. Sec.
Guiana Public Buildings, Government
Secretary’s Office, 8th August 1835.

PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Mujor-General Sir James Carmichuel Smyth,

" Baronet, Companion of the Most Honourable the Military Oider of the Bath, Knight
Commander of the Royal Order of Hanover, Knight of the Austrian Imperial Order of
Muria Theresa, Knight of the Russian Imperial Order of St. Wuldimir, Lieutenant-
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of British Guiana, Vice-
Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &c.

British Guiana, (L. s.) J. C. Smyth.

Wauereas I have received His Majesty’s instructions, communicated to me in_the
following circular despatch from the Right Honourable the Lord Glenelg, dated 15th June
1833, directing me to revoke (within the shortest time which will admit of the arrangement8
necessary to be made for transferring their duties,) all commisgions of special justices ;)

the
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the peace which may have been granted to colonists; and whereas it has been determined
by Bis Majesty’s Government that the number of special magistrates to be allowed in
each colony should be in the same proportion that the number of apprenticed labourers
in Jamaica bears to 56 (the number of special magistrates judged necessary for Jamaica);
and whereas the number of apprenticed labourers in Jamaica is computed to be ahout
four times the number of those residing in British Guiana, and that consequently one-fourth
of 56 or fourteen special magistrates may be expected to be the permanent establishment

~ for this colony; 2nd whereas fifteen special supendiary magistrates have already arrived
and been sworn into office ; and consequently there is no reason for delaying the execution
of the orders 1 have received in the expectation of the arrival of additional stipendiary
magistrates ; 1 do hereby in obedience to the orders as aforesaid, and by virtue of the
authority vested in me by His Majesty, revoke, withdraw, and annul all commissions issued
as special magistrates in the colony of British Guiana to any and to all persons whosoever,
save only those issued to the following gentlemen, who have heen appointed in obedience
to the orders received from the Right Honourable Secretary of State for the time being,
viz.

District.  Names of Special Magistrates.  District. ~ Names of Special Magistrates.

Captain Baring Bond, R. N, (F) - George Kellock, Esq.
4) - {K.pﬂeyland, Egsq. G - George Ball, Esq. k
(B) - A. M. Lyons, Esq. (H) - Captain Thomas Coleman.

~ (W.J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.) (I) - George Ross Esq., (Acting.)

©) - {Captain Delafons, R. N. (K) - John Macleod, Esq.

George Ross, Esq. (L) - M.D, Stewart, Esq.
(D) - CaptainJ. A. Allen. (M) - J.O. Lockhart Mur, Esq.
(E) - Spry Bartlet, Esq.

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the Guiana Public Buildings in Georgeto wn,
this 8th day of August 1835, and in the sixth year of His Majesty's reigu,

Gobp save THE King!

By His Excellency’s coiamund,
H. E. F. Yourg, Gov. Sec.

(Circurar No. 1.)

Sir, . Camp-house, Demerara, 8th August 1835,
You will observe by the Proclamation of this day, that the whole of the colonial gen-
tlemen, are (by His Majesty’s orders) withdrawn from the situation of special justices of
the peace in lzis colony. The circular letter of the 15th June from the Right Honourable
the Lord Glenelg, published also in the Gazette, will make you fully acquainted with the
.motives which have induced His Majesty’s Government to adopt this measure.

2. In consequence of the loss of so many active and valuable assistants, your duties
will unquestionably become more numerous and more harassing. These difficulties will,
however, | feel confident, be met on your part, with incrensed energy and activity. Your
visits on the estates in your district will require to be more frequent; and in case of any
misunderstanding on any estate, between the manager and labourers, your immediate pre-
sence will be desirable. 1 need not recommend to you the most calm and temperate
investigation of all complaints, and the application of the mildest and most lenient modes
of punishment the law will allow. 1 advise you, above all things, to abstain from the use
of the degrading lash, excepting in the case of a hardened and obstinate offender, upon
whom all milder punishments have been found ineflfectual.  Keep, ever in your mind, that
Kou have now to deal with free men who are to be encouraged in the perfoimance of labour

y kindness, and by wages for all extra-work ; not driven and stimulated by the fear of
punishment. Never resort to strong measures but in cases of unavoidable necessity ;
and after the fullest investigation into every grievance (whether real or imaginary) which
muy be supposed to have influenced the conduct of the labourer. Upon your temper,
your judgment, and the activity with which you may discharge your duty, much of the
future prosperity of this important province depends.

I have, &c,
J. Carmichael Smyth.

To each of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace in British Guiana.

(CircurLar No. 2.)

Sir, Camp-house, 8ih August 1835.
SEVERAL representations have been made to me as to the extent of labour which may be
required in the field from female apprenticed labourers when in a state of pregnancy, 1 beg
lo refer you to the god and g4th sections of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 2d
November 1831, by which you will find that uo slave under fourteen years of age or above
sixty, and no female slave known to be in a state of pregnancy, can be compelled to periorm
any agricultural work or labour for more than six hours in any one day. You will also

find that ro slave under the fourteen or above the age cf sixty, and no female slave kncwn
166.—11. 1
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to be in a state of pregnancy can be ever employed in any agricultural or manufacturing
labour in the night time. I have to add tha: although the Order in Council (as quoted)
alludes to the labourers whem in a state of slavery, yet that it is the opinion of His Ma-
jesy’s law officers that in all those colonies in which, either the said Order in Council was
in force, or local acts containing similar enactments in favour of the slaves existed, such
beneficial regulations in neither the one case nor the other, can be deemed to be abrogated
by the Act of the Imperial Legislature abolishing slavery, the apprenticed labourer is not
to be worse off in these particulars than the slave.

You will be pleased, consequently, to govern yourself accordingly.

ad. There are still a few estates in British Guiana in which (according to the Jast monthly
reports from the special justices of the peace) medicine and medical attendance are withheld
from the children under six years of age: it is desirable that you should be made awure
that six guilders per annum is the usual sum.given to the medical practitioners employed
upon the estates for medicines and medical attendance Eer head for each person on the
estate. Upon these premises you must endeavour to make some amicable arrangement
between the managers of those estates on which such a short sighted and penurious policy
is adopted and the parents of the children. Let the parents of each child be advised to
afford such a reasonable addition of labour to the estate as may in your judgment amount
to the value of six guilders per annum, to meet the expense of medicine and of medical
attendance. Ifany child should perish for want of medical adv.ice and treatment, the at-
torney, manager, or labourer (as the case may be), who may by his or their refusal to enter
into some such reasonable arrangement, have contributed towards the death of the infant,
will incur a most serious responsibility. _

I have, &ec. .
J. Carmichael Smyth.

To each of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace in British Guiana,

— No. 234. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demarara, 11th August 1835.
Wit reference to my Despatch of the 22nd July I have the honour to lay
before your Lordship a precis of the reports from ‘my fifteen stipendiary justices
for the month of July. '
I have &c.
(signed)  J. Carmichacl Smyth.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

43

EPITOME of the MoNTHLY Rzports from the FirreeN STIPeNDIARY SrEcIAL JusTices in British Guiana,
for the Month of July 1835,

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTerN Divisiow.
Captain B. Bord, R.N.

WEestery Division,
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq,

1, Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

Not generally so. 1 have
visited the hospitals on eleven
estates, in all of which the
patients are allowed whatever
is ordered by the doctors, and
appear contented and com-
fortable.

Generally. I have visited
pine estates (names given),
and have also inspected the
‘the hospitals; the patients
are properly attended to.

Visited seventeen estates
(names given). The labourers
are generally civil, contented
and cheerful,

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will ?

They have performed their
work, but not with alacrity
and good will, generally

speaking,

A reasonable proportion of
labour has in general been
performed ; but & disposition
to evade the performance of
labour shows itself too fre-
quently to allow of my report-

ing that it is done with

alacrity and good will,

On some estates they have
not performed their work with
alacrity and good will,

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? Jf yes—
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, amr the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

The work has been per-'|

formed on all the estates in
this district.

The disposition referrcd to
in my answer to the last
Query (No. 2.) has been glar-
ing upon plantation ¢ Ann’s
Grove,” Hugh Rogers and
B. Hopkinson, attornies, and
E. H. Watson, manager.
There have been forty-five
convictions of indolence upon
this estate during the last
month,

On plantation ¢ Enterprise,’
attorney, Mr.Grant, manager,
Mr. Lynch; on plantation
¢ Annandale,” attorney, Mr.
Spencer, manager, Mr.Healy;
¢ Triumph,” Mr. Hopkinson,
attorney ; Mr. Clarke, mana-
ger; ¢ Kitty,’ Mr. Manget ;
manager, Mr. Durdie;
¢ Thomas,” attorney, Mr.
Batts; manager, Mr. Min-
rock. On those estates the
work has not been readily
ferfonned, but durinf the
ast ten days no complaints,
except from the ¢ Thomas ;’
the rest going on very well.

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven and

a half hours per day, as fixed

by law ?

Sometimes task-work, but
generally prefer working the
seven and a half hours per
day.

A contract for the per-
formance of task-work has
been entered into on planta-
tion ¢ Grove; it is also re-
sorted to upon the other
estates ; the apprenticed la-
bourers, however, occasion-
ally choose to work the seven
and a half hours.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

5 What are the working
Jours most generally in use
I your district? Are there
any estateg in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of the
day, and then to complete their
seven and a half hours in the
aftempon, (by which division
of thelr_ labour they have little
Orno time to themselves)— if
Yes, have the goodness to
hame the estates, proprietors or
attornies, and the managers.

166.—I1I,

The working hours begin
at seven A.M., working the
seven and a half hours off, or
coming in at eleven o’clock
A.M,, just as they please
themselves.

The hours of labour in most
general use (where task work
is not chosen) are from seven
to eleven A.M., and from one
to half-past four p.m. This
is the case on every estate
except the ¢ Hope’ and the
¢+ Grove;' upon the latter
estate task-work is  per-
formed.

Commence work at seven
A.M, and go on umtil they
finish. On no estate are they
compelled to lay by for two
or three hours in the middle
of the day.

(continued at page 44.)
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DISTRICT (C)

Town.
W. J. Brittain, Esy. (Acting.)

River. _
" Captain Delafons, R.N.

Urrer RIVER.
George Ross, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (D))
Captain Allen,

Answers to Question 1.

The labourers in this town
are generally civil, contented
and cheerful. No reason to
entertain a different opinion
has come to my knowledge.

Yes, generally ; but there
are some exceptions. I have
visited all the hospitals of the
various plantations under my
magisterial control, and, as
far as I can see, the people
on the estates are generally

happy.

For the most part they are.
I have visited nine estates
and the hospitals (names
given), and have conversed
with the labourers; they and
their employers seem on the
whole to live on friendly
terms with each other.

Yes, generally so.  Seven.
teen estates (names given)
were visited, and the hospi.
tals inspected, by me lay
month, when no complainy
were preferred either by the
employers, managers or the

apprentices.

/

Answers to Question 2.
i

Answers to Question 3.
o~

The proportion of those
against whom complaints
have been brought during
the month is very small.
‘The remainder, against whom
no complaint has been
made, must be presumed to
have worked well,

With the exceptions of
some few at ¢ Houstoun,’ and
others again at ¢ Ruimveld.’

I
They have performed their

work with as much alacrity
and good will as might rea-
sonably be expected from
people in their condition.

Yes, with very few excep-

tions,

No estate is now comprised
within the town division of
this district,

Generally, no. The com-
plaints against the females
on plantation ¢ Ruimveld’ are
very few this month com-
pared with the month of
June.

There is still some sore-
ness of feeling between the
¢ Little Diamond’ people and
their employers, but they
have been working rather
better for the last fortnight.
At plantation ¢ Garden of
Eden,’ also, a spirit of dis-
content still continues to ex-
ist. At plantation * Golden
Grove,’ they have taken some
foolish notions into their
heads about their hours within
the last week, but they have
no reasonable cause of com.
plaint.

The work has not been
performed with readiness by
the labourers on plantation
¢ Chantilly,” A. Stevens, pro-
prietor ; C. H. Jones, mana.

ger.

Answers to Question 4.

No work is, to my know.
ledge, done by the trades-
men in this town. The
greater number of apprentice
labourers are dowestics,
who are bound to render their
services when required.

——

L

They work the seven and
a half hours by day, as fixed
by law.

Task-werk is for the most
part resorted to.

Labour by task-work, witl-

out any written contract,
in almost every case
sorted to.

B
re.

arem——

Answers to Question 5.

1 have received no com-
{alaint from any apprentice
abourer of his hours of la-
bour being so vexatiously
broken.

The working hours are
from seven A.M. until half-
past two P.M ; neither of the
estates lay by in the middle
of the day.

From seven to half-past
two. No where are the peo-
ple in the field compelled to
break off in the middle of the
day, but on most sugar
estates the young creoles
about the buildings and the
mechanics lay by for a couple
of hours,

‘Work commences at geved

o'clock A. M., which gene

aly

goes on without intermission
until the task is finished
There is no estate at preset
where the labourers are com

Eelled to lay by two or
ours during the middle
the day.

three
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DISTKRICT (E)
Sp’y Baﬂktv Esq-

DISTBICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
Captain Coleman.

I have visited the hospitals
on eight estates (namesgiven).
Some of the hospitals not
being in that state of clean-
liness I deemed necessary,
I have called the attention of
the managers to the subject ;
in other respects the hospitals
are well found, and the la-
bourers appear contented and
civil.

Yes. 1 have visited the
hospitals of twenty-two estates
upon ¢ Leguan’, eighteen
estates upon ¢ Waakenham’,
and three estates upon ¢ Hog
Island’, being all of the
estates in the district, except
¢ Marionville’ (Waakenham),

where 1 was refused admit- |

tance.

They appear generally so.
I have visited the hospitals
and conversed with the la-
bourers on sixteen estates.

The sick, who, except where

the measles prevail, are not
numerous, seem well taken
care of; but the hospitals,
although in general very com-
modious, are not, in my opi-
nion, kept sufficiently clean,
to which, however, there are
some exceptions. ’

I have conversed with the
apprenticed labourersbelong-
ing to most of the estates, and
they appear generally civil,’
contented and cheerful. The
names of eight estates given
where the hospitals have been
visited.

With the exception of ?lan-
tation ¢ Anna Catherina,. the
| apprenticed male labourers
‘| have done their work on most
of the estates to the satisfac-
tion of their managers.

‘The work has been as well
performed as at any former
period,

On plantation ¢ Anna Ca-
therina,’ Mr. N, M. Manget,
attorney ; Mr.James Griffiths,
manager ; but I have every
reason to hope they will re-
turn to their duty satisfacto-
rily.

Noa.

They have, with some few
exceptions,

They have, generally ; but
there are always some idle
apprentices, and particularly
females.

I have not heard of -any
estate on which the work has
been unwillingly or not readily
performed, except, partially,
at 'plantation ¢ Aurora’ (Mr.
Halket, attorney, R Johnson,
manager), with respect to the
female labourers only, who,
however, do not appear to
have had the smallest cause
for the dissatisfaction which
seemed to prevail among
them, and which has now,

I trust, terminated.

Generally, it has not; but
there are some idle people on
almost all the estates, who
give a great deal of trouble, -
though few that are incorri-
gible.

Task-work  generally
throughout the district.

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

The bell rings .on most of
the estates at seven, A. M.,
and the labourers vsually
Tﬁi?s::d 'untll their work is

166,11,

Upon no estate are the la-
bourers compelled to lay-by
in the middle of the day. The
bours of labour are from
about seven o’clock to one,
two, three, four and five, ac-
cording to circumstances and
the bargain made.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred.

Task-work is generally re-

sorted to in this district, - |

From half past six or seven
o'clock until from twelve to
two in the afternoon, when
their task is wusually com-
pleted. They are not com-
pelled to lay-by in the day on
any estate in the district.

Generally from seven, 4 M.
to two, .M. There are no
estates in this district to
which the latter part of this
question applies.

(continued on p. 46.)
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DISTRICT (l.)
George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)
Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Bsq,

(
Generally they are. Du- Yes, generally. 1 have During the month I have I have visited all the
ring the month I have visited | visited six estates (names visited ten estates (names | estates, except the twy
«~ | eleven estates (names given), | given), and bad no com- given), and inspected the hos- | beyond creek 68, during
& | and inspected the hospitals | plaints. pitals; I found the labourers | the month. The labouren
3 | upon each. civil, and tolerably contented | are generallf' civil, contented
6‘;; and cheerful. and cheerful.
2
R
g
~N
s Generally, they have. Except on one estate. On several estates they Yes, with few exceptions.
R have not.
§
[~ 4
2
§ .
2
S
No. The early part of the | In the upper section ofthis |  No.
month the work was not | district the work has not been
readily performed on plan- | so willingly or readily per-
. tation ¢ Gladstone HallI.) formed. y
o«
#
-8
3
2 \
%
<
k ——
{
+ Yes, generally; it is pre- The labourers on some Task-work in general, The A specified portion of work,
.§ | ferred by the labourers. estates get the Saturday. | labourers prefer it. such as can easily be per
‘g ' Task-work is generally re- formed in seven hours and®
3 sorted to. half, or in nine hours wher
- the labourers only work fi*
b days in the week, is usualf
g allotted to each labourer.
S
e
S
_From seven, a. M. till their From half-past six till the The labourers in this dis- Work is generally cor
tasks are finished, which | day’s labour is finished., trict generally perform task- | menced about seven o'cloch
.| varies from one to half-past work ; they finish it off with- | and the labourers return whet
5| two, None are compelled to out resting, they have completed thef
.8 | lay-by; some prefer it. portions of specified work.
B
3
2
2
:
-
18
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (aA)

EasTeERN Division.
Captain B. Bond, R.N.

WesTeErRN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and whep the pay-
ments are made ; and if extra
work is mot performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause

ou attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

Yes. Plantation, ¢ Spring
Hall,’ extra labour; £ 1. 10.
or half a dollar to each la-
bourer in the boiling-house;
the head boilerman one dollar
for every fifteen hogsheads of
sugar. ' Plantation ¢ Helena,’
four guilders per week ; ¢ La
bonne Mere,” two guilders,
&c. &c. &c.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from about
six bits to two guilders per
week, paid on demand. No
offer has been made to em-
ploy the field labourers during
their own time,

The labourers perform ex-
tra labour for hire in the
manufacture of sugar, pick-
ing cotton ; two stivers per
hour on the sugar estates, and
five stivers for every ten
pounds of cotton picked.
Payments are generally made
monthly, but weekly when
change can be procured.

7. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority by force, in your dis-
wict? If there have been
any, name the estates on
which such occurrences have
taken place.

None,

A complaint of insubordi-
nation was preferred from
¢ Anne’s Grove’ against three
labourers, one of whom re-
sisted a constable, the others
behaved in a violent manner,
and abused the constable.

None.

8. In the event of any dis-
osition having been mani-
ested by any of the labourers

to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
spiracy ; or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

Thirty-one of the cane-
cutters on plantation ¢ Spring
Hall” combined not to do
their work, ouly cutting eight
and ten punt loads per day,
when, by the tariff, they
should have cut fifieen punts,
Held a court on that estate,
in presenceof Messra. Bonyen
and Booker, and myself’; pu-
nished them with fourteen
days extra labour each: they
are now working well.

The neglect of work on
plantation ¢ Anne’s Grove’
has been so general, that I
have attributed it to combi-
nation. As the complaint
Yreferred was for indolence,

punished accused for that
offence, which, I trust, will
obviate the necessity of bring-
ing the offenders before a dis-
trict court.

Excepting on the before-
mentioned estates, the com-
plaints are only with respect
to a few idle apprentices.

9. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
a!forded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict ?

Yes; generally at the"Me-
thodist Chapel at the Ferry,
and the Presbyterian Church
at Mahaica.

There is neither church nor
school within this section of the
district ; the attendance of the
labourers at the churches and

been equal to the accommodation afforded. That of their

children at theWesleyan M

chapels in the vicinity has not

issionary at Mahaica, has been

to the full of the limited accommodation afforded,

The Rev. Mr. Clinkett
being mueh indisposed and
confined to the house, two
Sundays there was no ser-
vice: the attendance is al-
ways good of the apprentices
at thrg, and thell: children
at school.

(continued on page 48.)

10, Have you, individually
a8 3 magistrate, and has the
court over which you pre-
side, been under the neces-

sity of ordering punishment by
ceding month ?—and, if answe

Individually - -

14
By thecourt - - 6

rl:‘s)p.ing during the pre.

in the affirmative;

state the number of delinquents so punished, and the
extent of punishment awarded in each case.

Individually - - none.
By the court - -

Individually - - g
Byacout . -

11. Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in autho-

None.

nity over the pradial labourers been fined or otherwise
punished by the court over which you preside during

preceding month, for misconduct towards any la-
bourer or labourers? Have there been any instances

of the labourers

having been detained at work beyond

the legal hours ?—and, in such case, has the shilling
"‘eﬂ‘“§ per hour for each individual lsbourer been

levied
166,11,

None.

L

)

I have fined a manager 1 /.
sterling, and an overseer 5 /.
sterling for beating appren.
ticed labourers, No instances
of labourers being detained at
work beyond the legal hours.
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DISTRICT (C)

Towx.
W.J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

RivER.
Captain Delqfons, R, N.

Uerer RivER:
George Ross, Fsq.

DISTRICT (D.)
Captain 4llen.

Answers to Question 6.

/
Not applicable to this divi-
of the district,

Answers to Question 7.

Nothing like combined re-
sistance, nor any attempt to
resist authority by force, on
the part of any apprenticed
labourer in this town has
come to my knowledge.

None, but in the sugar
houses.

Rarely, except about the
buildings on all sugar estates,
and occasionally on such es-
tates as require additional
drains to be dug. The pay-
ment is in general prompt,
13 bits. to 2 bits for the after-
noon.

Extra labour for hire j
Performed about the byilg.
Ings on sixteen estates (names
given). The rate of wagy
and mode of payment hy
not varied since last month
report.

None.

There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

by force.

There has been no attemyt
on the part of the apprenticed

A few individual instances of insubordips.
tion, but not such as to merit being specially noticed,
have occurred, except the conduct of one man, wh
was tried and punished by.the district sessions.

labourers to resist authority

Answers to Question 8.

[
‘Answered to the preceding
question.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, to be attri-
buted to the idle and dis-
orderly.

At plantation ¢ Little Dia-
mond’ and ¢ Garden of Eden,’
I attribute the disposition on
the partof the labourers to ne-
glect their work to a general
wantof cordiality between the
apprenticed labourer and the
employer.

The reports made this
month have mostly had re
ference to a few disorderly
apprentices.

7 all collected on estates.

It is not possible to answer
this question with the same
precision in this town as in
the country, where they are
The
churches here are however

belonging to dissenters.

well attended by apprenticed labourers, especially those

The attendance at church
and school is regular; but
there is a want of more
schools.

at the same place, when

ers was nearly equal to the accommodation.

The attendance of the chi-
dren at St. Mark’s school has
diminished this month. Di
vine service was only per
formed once during the month

the attendance of the labour-

Answers to Question 10.| Answers to Question 9.

t  The number of persons
. punished by whipping during
i the past month by the chair-
i man of this division of the
district, and by the court over
which bhe presides, has been
twenty-eight.

\

Individually - -

13
Byacourt - - 18

U

Individually -

-5
Byacourt - -7

Answers to Question 11,

p—

(

No individual in this town
was charged during the past
month with misconduct to.
wards their apprenticed la-
bourers,

None.

Individually - 8
By acourt -- - none.
None.

NSy

No manager fined duntf
the month, One complant
was made by some laboure®
of being - detained b'eyond
the legal hours, but ‘it ¥
thought too immaterial ¥
prosecute.
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

SLAVERY IN THF BRITISH COLONIES.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

Only ebout the buildings,
such as boi]ermen,.ﬁremen, &e.
They are paid in silver weekly,
when it can be procured. Rate
of wages for extra labour
about 2 stivers per hour.

Upon every estate extra la-
bour is performed for hire.
Upon some the whole gang
is paid ; upon others onl
those about the buildings.
The wages are from 1 bit to
2 and 2§ guilders per week,
From the difficulty of procur-
ing change, weekly payments
are seldom or ever made, but
generally every month or two.
Upon some estates in this
island, of which Capt. War-
ren is attorney, it is now go-
ing on six months since the
labourers received their pay.

Extra labour for hire is
very generally performed, and
more so during the past month

than the two preceding. The

rate of wages is from 1 guilder
to 1 ¢ guilder per day, accord-
ing to the work they are em-
ployed at, and they are usually
paid monthly.

DISTRICT (H.)
Captain Coleman.

Yes, on almost all the
estates, at the rate of from
6 bits to 6 guilders per week,
which is paid weekly, unless
otherwise agreed upon by the
parties.

None of any consequence.

None.

No instance of either has
taken place, unless a few un-
important individual cases.

There have been a few in-
stances of insubordination in
this district, but they have
been confined to individuals,
and no attempt to resist au.
thority by force.

It is generally the same idle
labourers who are brought be
fore the district court, and spe-
cial justices individually.

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints have
been made.

this estate.

With respect to the latter
only, except at plantation
¢ Aurora,” where (as before
stated) a spirit of comhina-
tion again manifested itself
about the middle of the
month, confined, however, ex-
clusively to the females, the
males being, on the contrary,
remarkably well behaved on

Severe measures have heen adopted with
the ringleaders ; and I think the combination may now
be considered as quite subdued. '

No; only with respect to
some idle and disorderly ap-
prenticesthat I have had com-
plaints made.

(continued on page 50.)

Yes.

The churches in this dis-
trict are not sufficient for the
population, Every Sunday
numbers of labourers cannot
.procure accommodation.

There is a great want of
schools; but what are esta-
blished are well attended.

As regular as usual, and to
the full extent.

Yes, when the weather per-
mitted.

Individually - - 8
Byacourtt - .

e ——————

Individually, none.
By a court, none.

Number whipped in this
district, 21,

Number whipped in this
district, 16.

Joha Heraut, part proprie-
tor of Plantation ¢ Zeeberg,
How residing at plantation

Hydromie,” was ¢ arged by

eorge, an apprenticed la-
ourer, with an assault ; but
havmg fa‘xled to appear before
the district court, his recog-
Dizance, to the amount of 10 I

sterling, w
feited g as ordered to be for-

16611,

None.

No instance of either has
occurred.

No, none.
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DISTRICT (I_'.)_ DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M)
George Rose, Esq. (Acting.) John Macleod, Esq. M. A. Stewart, Esq. J. O. Lockhart Mur, )
- T~
Not generally; occasional- On all sugar estates the Yes. The labourgrs are At ¢ Skeldon’ the laboyre
ly on the sugar estates they | persons employed about the hired on Saturdays, either on } work nine hours per day, ay
do. Wages vary ; paid week- buildings work for hire. the estates to which they .be- are paid half a bit each
. | ly, or when asked for. long, or on some of the neigh- | for their extra labour. Onni
© bouring estates, for reason- | sugar estatés the men ep,
5 able wages, and prompt pay- | ployed about the build
B ment. are paid for extra labour; they
£ receive 1} bit. The
o _ments are made weekly,
F
g
8
<
N
=~
g No. None. No. No.
B
3
L
2
:
3L
( Only with resrect to a few On plantation ¢ Goldstone There is a combination No
idle and disorderly that I have | Hall,’ there appeared to be & | (chiefly amongst the female
& | had complaints made. combination, from the cir- | apprentices, particularly in
8 cumstance of all the appren- { the upper section of the dis-
g ticed Iabourers doing the same | trict), to attempt to reduce
§ quantity of work. the rate of labour as much as
< 1 possible, by doing as little as
< possible.
-
:
<
\
.
Yes. It has. Not replied to. No church or public schoo.
Individually - <« 1 Individually -  none. Individually - - 2 Individually - - now
Byacourt =«  none. Byacourt - - 8 By thecourt - =10 Byacourt - = 1

Answers to Question 10.|Answers to Question 9.

No.

Answers to Question 11.

Not.

No.

No.
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o DISTRICT (A)
DISTR X
QUESTIONS. EasteERN Drvisiow WesterN Division. 1T @)
Captain Baring Bond, R.N. K. Heyland, Fsq. A. M. Lyons, Esq.
12. Have any complaints None. The labourers of plantation | No complaints, except three

been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-

renticed labouters, respect-
ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subject ?
In the event of any com-
plaints having been made to
you, have you carefully inves-
tigated into the matters, and )
caused justice to be rendered to the parties as far as it
was in your power ? _State the number and the nature
of the complaints which may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

{

¢ Grove’ complained that their
houses were not good. The
mangger was waiting for more
favourable weather to repair
them. I visited them after
some heavy rain, and two or
three houses were much out
of repair.

for ill treatment, and com-
plaining of the Court’s deci-
sions, and my own convic-
tions,

13. Have any of the free None.

chiliren upon any of the

estates in your district been

bound apprentices during the last month? If yes,
name the estates upon which such occurrences have
taken place, and state if the transactions were with
the free consent and approbation of the parents of the

children.

None.

None.

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district ? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and
is an additional quantity of
selt fish and plantains issued
for them? or are they fed
out of the allowance due to
their parents? When their
mothers are at work in the

On most of the estates in
my district they are provided
for by the estates as formerly,
and allowed the doctor and
everything else the same as
the rest of the labourers. At
¢ Labonne Mere' the children
are fed by the mothers, the
latter having refused their
being fed by the estate.

field, is 8 woman specially appointed to take care of
their dy;loung children, and exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell allowed the advantage of
the medioal assistance and hospital treatment of the
estate in the same manner as when they were in a

state of slavery ?

The children are allowed
plantains and salt fish. Medi-
cal assistance & hospital treat-
ment gratuitously throughout
my portion of the district, ex-

_cept upon plantation ¢ Doch-

four’ and ¢ Lowlands,’ where
the greater proportion of the
lahourers are allowed provi-
gion grounds and the Satur-
day to cultivate them; a nurse
is always found for the young
children when their mothers
are at work.

The free children are fed
on the estates in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery. Women
appointed to take care of the
children, and allowed the ad-
vantage of the medical assist-
ance and hospital treatment
of the estate.

(continued?nr_page. 53.)

15. On how many estates |’

in your district are schools
established? Name the es-
tates, proprietors, and mana-

gers of estates having schools.

None ; there is a Methodist
school at Mahaica, which the
children on the neighbouring
estates attend.

On no estate.

There has been no increase
of schools since my former
report.

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
leutenant-Governor, con-
negtgd with the peace, tran-
g;nlh_ty, and happiness of the
Strict under your superin-

tendence ? If yes, state the
same,

168,11,

There is a general feeling
to evade work, pleading the
merest scratch as an excuse
for not working ; the females
are in general very insolent,
and seem to care but little for
the punishment of extra la-
bour.

(signed) Thos. B. Bend,
8. J. P. and Chairman Up. Sec.

I, in my last report, inad-
vertently omitted to state that
the young children of planta-
tion ¢ Dochfour’ & ¢ Lowlands’
were not fed by the estate,
owing to provision grounds
having been allowed to the
labourers, and time given to
cultivate them, agreeable to
the ordinance.

(signed) K. Heyland,
Chairman, Lower Section.

The first part of the month
the labourers on the estates
I have enumerated were cer-
tainly very unwilling to per-
form their work, but are at
present going on well.

(signed) A. M. Lyons,
Chairman.
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52 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE AB()LITION‘ OF
July 1535.] DISTRICT (C)
Town, RIVER. Urprer River.

W.J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

Captain Delafons, R. N.

George Ross, Esq.

Captain Allen,

Answers to Question 14..

Answers to Question 15.

The magistrate in this town
has no means of correctly
answering this question. As
far as he has been able to
hear, most employers in easy
circumstances support the
free children of their appren-
tice labourers, while poorer
employers throw the burden
on the parents of their chil-
dren.

N/

The children are fed from
the stores of the estates gra-
tuitously, and women are
specially appointed to take
care of the young children.
The children when unwell
are admitted freely into the
hospitals,

None have been preferred. | None have been made. There have been two com- | Nineteen complaints of var.
plaints respecting want of | ous sorts have been mad
- house room, to both of which | duringthemonth, which have,
- I have attended. with the exception of tw
k3 yet to be disposed of, bee
B inquired into, and justice
é’ done where due, as far g
S was practicable.
§|
g
®
<
L
S (0
= [ Mo free children of appren- None. None. _No free children hav
.8 | ticed labourers have, to my hitherto been bound appren-
R | knowledge, been bound ap- tices.
S | prentices in this town during
o | the last month.
.g
]

With the exception of plan-
tation ¢ Prosperity,” & ¢Little
Diamond,’ the children have
all an extra allowance of pro-
visions. On plantation ¢ Gar-
den of Eden, the allowance
is permitted by the attorney,
but withheld at the option of
the manager. On the score
of medical attendance and
nurses, there are no excep-
tions.

The children are usualy:
fed by an allowance of sl
fish and plantains issued
the mothers. A person it
generally appointed to take
care of them when th
mothers are in the field, and
they are reported to receiit
medical attendance in every
instance, as when in a state
of slavery.

!
1
1

As there are no estates in
this district (division of it),
this question does not strictly
# apply to it. The schools in

this town, at which the chil-
dren of apprenticed labourers
attend, were enumerated in
Llast report.

¢ Houstoun’ and ¢ Kome.’

At ¢ Peter’s Hall’ and ¢Per- .
severance’ there are schools.

|
Schools are establishedo
seven estates, ‘

Answers to Question 16,

Strongly recommends the
erection of more places of
solitary imprisonment, as a
substitute for the lash.

(signed) W. J. Brittain,
S. J P.for the Town Divisien.

With respect to the im-
proved behaviour of the fe-
males on plantation ¢ Ruim-
veld, I wish to draw atten-
tion to one fact: in June,
sixty two complaints were
made against those women ;
I had a great deal of trouble
with them ; in July there are
only eight complaints against
them, of whom five were the
second time broughtbefore me
and one was the third time.

(signed) Thos. Delafons. -

Owing to the rude state of
the weights and scales on
many estates, mistakes are
apt to take place, and suspi-
cions to arise in the minds of .
the apprenticed labourers
withregard to theirallowance.

(signed) George Ross,
Chairman, Upper Division.

None.

A, Al

igned) J
(signed) P
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N
DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. Captain Coleman.
None but the above. None. Two such complaints have Yes; one by an apprentice
been preferred : one against | labourer against an overseer
an employer for detaining the | for an assault, which, after
complainant at work beyond | carefully investigating, 1 have
the legal hours; the other | referred to next district court.
against 8 manager for unlaw-
ful confinement. Both were
carefully investigated, and
proved to have been un-
founded.
None. None. None have been so bound. No, none.
On plantations ¢ Hague,’ The children are fed and The children are fed and The same as before, and
¢ Gravenveld,’ ¢ Vreesen | taken care of exactly as for- | taken care of in every respect | no complaints,
Hoop,” and ¢ Met en Meer- | merly upon every estate in | precisely in the same manner
jog,” no food or doctor is al- | this district, except upon | as when they were in a state 3
lowed to the children under | ¢ Vertrawen’ and ¢ Bellefield,’ | of slavery. 3
six years. On plantations | owned by Mr. Bowel, and &
¢Anna Catharina, ¢ William | ‘Lucuss,’ ownedby Mr.Jones, &
and Best,” no food, but doc- | all upon Leguan. 3
tor and nurses. On the other 54
estates' no change has taken 2
place since the commence- =
ment of the apprenticeship. 8
On one estate school twice ¢ Enterprize’ and ¢ Endea- | On four, (names given, &c.) None at present, but a gen-
aday. Onfive estates school | vour,’ of which Mr.A. M‘Rae tleman has arrived to conduct
twice a week. is owner and attorney, have a school between them, and a school on plantation ¢ Anna
also ¢ Waterloo’ and ¢ Marguiilo,” of which Mr. Noble Regina.’ Stewart, Esq.
is owner and attorney ; all upon Leguan. There are attorney, M. R. Marley, ma-
no schools upon estates in Wakenhaam or Hog Islgnd. nager.
There is a Sunday-school at Wakenhaam and like-
wise at Leguan.
None, Recommends the payment The labourers in general | The apprentice labourersare
of wages weekly. continue to behave well and | certainly improving,and since
to work assiduously, and the | the establishment of stores in
district is perfectly tranquil. | this district, affording them
opportunity to purchase every
article they want at a fair
price, they are better dressed
and appear more happy, and
are more industrious.
(signed) Spry Bartlet,S. J.P. |(signed) Geo. Killosk, S. J.P. (signed) Geo. Ball, (signed) Thos. Coleman,
Chairman. Chairman. Chairman. Chairman.
16611, J
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

July 1885.]
DISTRICT (1)
George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)
John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M. A. Stewart, Esq.

———

DISTRICT (M)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, By,

Answers to Question 13.

Only one. It was proved
that 44 guilders had been
given complainant in lieu of
allowance of clothing.

No.

——

A complaint was prefeme]
to me by some labourers g.
tached to ¢ Kilcoy, of not re.
ceiving their allowance o
food. It appeared that Mr,
Fraser had been disappointed
of plantains for which he had
sent,.and that the complain-
ants refused to receive com
or corn meal. I told them
they had no ground of com

plaint. I have since learned that these men have pro-
vision-grounds, with seed, and 52 days instead of 40 fur
the cultivation of their grounds, &c.

Answers to Question 13.

No.

No.

No.

Answers o Question 14.

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st of August.

The children are taken-care
of in the same manner as
when they were in a state of
slavery.

On most of the estates the
children under six years of
age are treated in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery.

On four estates the chi.
dren are fed out of thea
lowance due to their parents;
on the others they are fil
gratuitously from the story
of the estates. On all womer

| are specially appointed t

take care of the children, anl
they have the. advantage o

| medical assistance and hospi-

tal treatment.

(True extracts from the Monthly Reports.)

s [
w
o There are schools on al-| On two estates; and on On six estates (names, &c, On two estates(names, &
.S | most all the estates among | one a Sunday-school (names, | given). given).
2 | thelabourers themselves, and | &c. given).
& ( on several there are teachers
S | engaged, besides the schools

= | at the places of worship.

:
< L

No. ‘The people on ¢ Goldstone |  Nil, None.

. Hall’ are now doing the work
© required of them, and I have

3 no doubt will continue to do
s 50,

2
<
2

2

H

2 (signed) Geo. Rose. (signed) J. Macleod, (signed) M. A. Stewart, (signed) J. O. Lockhart Mo
= Chairman. Chairman, Chairms

H. W. Ridley, Private Secreld”)
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- No. 235, —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House Demerara, 26 August 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular of
the 12th July. The special justices in this colony have, ever since the abolition
of slavery, been provided with books for keeping the records of their proceedings,
and which books, with the substitution of the words *¢ Apprenticed Labourers”
instead of the word “ Slaves, ” are exact counterparts of the forms prescribed for
the slave protector. These books have been transmitted quarterly tothe Government
Secretary, and of course can always be referred to. I shall, however, now call
for them monthly, in obedience to 'your Lordship’s orders. The summary monthly
returns, under letter (A.), now called for from the special justices, will be forthwith
transmitted to those gentlemen; and the summary monthly return under letter
(B.), as required from the officer in charge of the Government, will be punctually
forwarded. Excepting I am instructed to the contrary by your Lordship, I shall
continue to transmit the precis of the answers from the justices to the sixteen ques-
tions submitted to them monthly, as formerly. Your Lordship will thus be in
possession of the most detailed statements with respect to the apprenticed labourers
in this colony. I have, &c.

(signed)  J. Carmichael Smyth.

— No. 236, —
Corv of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 Sept. 1835.

Iv conformity with your Lordship’s circular despatch, dated 18th June 1835,
requiring the undermentioned Returns to be laid before the House of Commons,
I have now the honour to transmit— :

Return of the names of all special or stipendiary magistrates, who have been
removed from or resigned their office, specifying the reasons for the same, so far
as the same can be communicated. '

Return of the number and nature of the punishments inflicted on the appren-
ticed labourers in each colony, by the special or stipendiary magistrates, specifying
the offences for which they were inflicted, separating males from females.

Return of the names and number of apprenticed labourers who have purchased
the unexpired term of their apprenticeship, and the several sums paid for the same.

Copies of instructions given to the special or stipendiary magistrates, as to the
extent and performance of their duties. I have, &c.

(signed)  J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure in No. 236.
(No. 1.)
RETuRN of the Names of all Special or Stipendiary Magistrates, who have been removed
from or resigned their Offices, specifying the Reasons for the same, from 1st August
1830 to 31st July 1835, agreeably to Circular Despatch of 18th Juue 1835.
' — Nil.—

(signed)  H. E. F. Young,
Government Secretary.

(No. 2.)

ApsTRACT RETURN of the Number of Punishmentsinflicted on the Apprenticed Labourers,

separating Males from Females, f; 1st A t 1834 t t Jul
.ﬁ'l'cular i)espatch of18J unee:,8;50.m % AugUSk 1554 Lo Blst Tuly 1835, agreeably to

Number of Corporal !{‘Tumber of Total Males Female
Punis} 3 unishments . 3 males.
ishiments other than Corporal. Punishments.
2177 5,975 8,152 3,805 4,129

(Correctly extracted from the Returns.)

(signed) H. E. F. Young,
166,~IL. : Government Secretary,

BRITISH
GUIANA.

Enclosure in No.
236.
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No. 238.
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(No. 3.)

AsTracT RETURN of the Number of Apprenticed Labourers who have purchased the
unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, showiné the Amount paid for the same, from
1st August 1834 to 31st July, 1835, agreeably to Circular Despatch of 18th June 1835.

Number. Sum paid.

71 apprentices Fins, 56,873. 10.

(Correctly extracted from the Returns.)

(signed) H. E. F. Young,
Government Secretary.

— No. 237. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. to Lord
Glenelg, dated Camp House, Demerara, 26 September 1835.

“ ] uAvE great pleasure in being able to report to your Lordship, that throughout
the whole of this colony the most perfect tranquillity, happiness and industry
prevail. I do not mean to say that I have not still a few managers and planters,
who are as averse and hostile as ever to the great changes in the condition of the
labourers, and who, being deprived of all personal power of coercion overthe negro,
take every opportunity of irritating his feelings by depriving him of some of those
comforts which have not been secured by the ordinance. The negro is, however,
pow better informed and instructed; and he will not suffer himself to be goaded
into any act of insubordination. He knows that if he complains, his com-
plaints will be carefully investigated, and his injuries redressed, so far as the
law may allow. It is also to be observed that the number of the planters and
managers of whose conduct I have to express my disapprobation is diminishing
fast ; they can be named and counted. Self-interest, founded upon the impossi-
bility of carrying on the cultivation of the estates otherwise than by treating the
labourers with good humour and kindness, canuot but have the effect, in time, of
compelling the most obstinate to alter their mode of conduct, and to adopt mea-
sures calculated to acquire the confidence and good will of the apprenticed
labourer, before he has it in his power to remove to some other estate, where he
will receive better treatment.

“ T have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that about 700 Portuguese
labourers (2 number of them with their families) have been lately imported from
Madeira. With one solitary exception, I have received the most favourable accounts
of the industry and good conduct of these people. I understand greater numbers
may be expected. I am in hopes that these Madeira labourers will prove a very
valuable acquisition to this colony in every point of view.” ' '

—- No. 238. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 4 October 1835.

“] Bec to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly reports for
August from the 15 special justices in British Guiana. In the despatch of the
26th August last which 1 had the honour to address to your Lordship, I stated that
these documents (which I have called for from the special justices, &c., from the
commencement of the new system) would be periodically transmitted to the Colo-
nial Office, excepting they were countermanded. In addition to the two documents
already alluded to, I beg to submit a comparative summary of the punishments for
the last three months, by which your Lordship will be enabled to trace correctly
their rapid decrease. I have very little doubt but that the returns for September
will show a still greater diminution.” :
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EPITOME of the MoNTHLY REPORTS from the Frrrzen STIPENDIARY SPECIAL JusTicES in British Guiana,
for the Month of August 1835.

DISTRICT (A)

QUESTIONS.

EasterN Division.
Captain Baring Bond, R.N.

WEesTERN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful ?

Not generally so. I have
visited the hospitals on nine
estates (names given). The pa-
tients on all are allowed what
the doctors order, and appear
contented with their treat-
ment.

Very generally. I have visited
fifteen estates (names given).

Visited twenty-two estates
during the month (names
given). :

2, Have they performed their |  They have performed their | Yes, in general. Yes.
work during the last month with | work, but not with good-will,
alacrity and good-will ? generally speaking.

3. Has the work on any | Thework hasbeen performed| The work has not been wil- | None.

estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name the
estate, the proprietor, or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted ‘into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

on all the estates in this dis-
trict, but have had much trou-
ble with the apprentices on
¢La bonne Mere.” 1 have
frequently spoken to the head
people mysclf to behave bet-
ter, but with no effect, I am
sorry to say.

lingly performed on plantation
¢ Clonbrook,” Messrs, Rogers,

proprietors ; William Shand,

manager. ¢ Lowlands,’ J. G..
Reed, proprietor; J. Hine,

manager,

(continucm page 58.)

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven hours

and a half per day, as fixed by
law?

Generally speaking, they pre-
fer working their seven hours
and a half,  As many perform
task-work as take the seven
hours and a half.

Task-work is generally
chosen by the apprenticed
labourers ; but as no contract
has been entered into, except
upon plantation ¢ Grove,’ they
sometimes prefertolabour the
seven hours and a half.

Task-work is generally re«
sorted to in this district.

8. What are the working
hours most generally in use in

your district?  Are there any’

estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
gelled to lay-by for two or three
ours in the middle of the day,
and then to complete their
seven hom'azb and a half in the
€rmoon, (by which division
of then: labour they have little
OF no time to themselves) P—if
yes, have the goodness to name
© estates, proprietors or at-
tornies, and the managers.

166.—11.

The general working hours
begin at seven, A.M., or work-
ing the seven hours and a half
off,and coming in just as they
please themselves.

The working hours most
generally in use (when task-
work is not chosen by the
labourers) are from seven to
eleven o’clock, A.M., and from
one to half-past four, p.M. ; this

- is the case on seven planta-

tions (names given).

The labourers commence
work at seven o’clock in the
morning, and leave the field
when they finish; on no
estate are they obliged to lay-
by during the day.
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DISTRICT (C)

TowN.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

RivER,
Captain Delafons, R. N.

Urrer Rivir.
George Ross, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (D,

Captain Allen,

(

Answers to Question 1.

The labourers in this town
may safely be asserted to be,
in " general, civil, contente
and cheerful. .

Generally; some few ex-
ceptions. I have visited all
the hospitals, and as far as I
can ascertain, they are as
above. -

For the most part they are.
I have visited during the
month the hospitals of fifteen
estates (names given). The
hospital at plantation ¢Profit’
is by no means commodious.
I told the manager, six or
eight weeks ago, that a new
one would have to be built,
or the old one repaired. The
labourers on all the estates, ex-
cept those indicated in answer
No. 3, seem to be contented.

——— |

Yes, in most cases. [ j,.
spected during the month t,
hospitals on sixteen esta
(names given), which werej
general good, and no cop.
plaints. I also visited seyey,
teen estates (names given),
complaints were made on gy
plantations, ¢ La Parfaite’ a
* Harmonie’ excepted, wher
they appeared mutual pe.
tween employerand employe]

Answers to Question 2.

By an observation of the
very great diminution in the
number of convictions and
punishments this month, when
compared with preceding
months, we may reasonably
conclude that the appren-

Generally, but some few
exceptions.

ticed labourers are performing their work with
increased alacrity and good-will.

!

As much as can naturally
be expected from people
situated as the apprenticed
labourers are.

Yes, in nearlyevery instanc:,

Answers to Question 3.

{

No estate is now cor;:_prised
within the town division of
this district.

Generally, no. But some fe-
males who are idle and negli-
gent have been several times
brought before me for not
performing their duty,

On plantation ¢Little Dia-
mond, and ¢Garden of Eden,’
the same bad feeling continues
to exist between the employ-
ers and employed, and con-
sequently the work done there
is considerably less than on
the contiguous estates. Some
disposition to throw up their
tasE-work has manifested it-
self at plantation ¢ Profit,” but
on that estate, I must observe,
a higher scale of work than
that adopted throughout the
greater part of the district
has been exacted.

The work is reported nott
have been readily performe,
towards the latter end of the
month, by a few people @
plantation ¢ La Parfaite’ and
¢ Harmonie’, Mr. S. Feli,
proprietor ; J. Parke, manage;
and for one day on ‘I
Grange.! These cases it
shortly to be investigated. |

4

AnswerstoQuestion 4.

This question does not apply
to this town.

They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed
by law.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

Task-work is generally®
sorted to. The labourerswl
in most instances prefer woi
ing seven hours and a half
allowed to do so. without ®
interval of rest.

Answers to Question 5.

Domestics in this town
render their services when re-
quired, and tradesmen, porters
and others, being almost all
non-preedials, work for nine
hours. I have heard of no

| instance of vexatious distribu-

tion of the hours of labour on
the part of employers.

From seven, A.M, until half
past two, .M. There are no
estates where they are obliged
to lay-by in the middle of the
day. There are many females
who do not go to work with the
gangs generally, but they go
to work later, and are conse-
quently later in completing
their seven hours and a half,
or work ; but this is their own
act, not being compelled to
do so.

From seven to half-past two.
Mr. Vanderpant, manager of
plantation ¢ Friendship,’ has,
with such of the gang as will
not do his task, -begun again
to try the experiment of ob-
serving intervals in the middle
of the day ; and Mr. Dunkin,
manager of plantation ¢Pro-
fit,” Mr. Macqueen, adminis-
trator, has followed his ex-
ample.

I

The working hours #
usually from seven to halfps
two, unless where a speﬂﬁfd
task is prescribed or accepiedl
in which cases the labour b

ins about seven and ends¥
%rom one to four o’clock
cording to local circ®
stances. There is no et
at present in the dis™
where the labourers are ¢®
lled to lay-hy two or th*
ours. ,
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT.(H.)

Captain Coleman.

During the month I have
visited the hospitals on eight
estates, and the labourers
appear contented, civil and
cheerful.

They are. I have visited
the hospitals of nineteen
estates on} Wakenaam,
twenty-two estates on Le-
guan, and three estates on
Hog Island, being the whole
of the hospitals -in this dis-
trict.

They are very generally so.
I have visited and inspected
the hospitals on fifteen es-
tates (names given),

Yes, except on three or
four estates. I have visited
sixteen estates, and the hose
pitals of each, during the
month (names given),

Generally ‘throughout the
district, with the exception
of thé female labourers on
plantation ¢ Anna Catherina.’

As well as at any former
period.

With the exceptions to be
hereafter stated.

The female labourers on
plantation ¢ Anna Catherina,’
have, as will appear by my
monthly reports, for some
time neglected their work;
six of whom I have committed
to the colony gaol. A few
days since I called the head
men together, and questioned
them ; but it did not appear
that they can complain with
respect to the treatment they
'ﬁceli\}e. Attorney, Mr. N.

.- Manget; manager, Mr,
Grifithe. e

1In the beginning of August
there was a little excitement
on one or two estates on
Leguan, but it disappeared
in a few days, and every
thing is going on as formerly.
About the end of July the
gang on ¢ Arthurville, on
Wakenaam, slacked in their
work, but they also are com-
ing round.

At plantation £ Hoff Van
Amick,” the female labourers
have shown a disposition to
work unwillingly, and some
of them have been punished
for combination; on planta-
tion ¢ Aurora’ also the fe-
males have continued to
be occasionally troublesome ;
and yet on neither of these
estates can I discover that the
labourers have the smallest
reason for dissatisfaction.
On both the men behave re-
markably well.

Yes, except on three or
four estates.

Yes; plantations ¢ Land of
Plenty,’ John Austin, esq.,
proprietor; Robert Ridley
manager ;— Walton Hall,’
John Lane, esq, attorney;
B. V. Hodgson, manager ;—
¢ Exmouth,’ John Lane, esq.,
attorney ; William Hall, ma-
nager.

, Generally task-work in this
trict.

"Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
zorted to, and performed.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this distriet.

The bell rings on most
éstates at geven, and the
labourers usually remain till
their work is finished.

166.-11,

The working hours are from
8ix, seven and eight to twelve,
one, two, three, four, five and
six, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made.
Upon no estate are the la-
bourers compelled to lay-by
in the middle of the day.
Whenever they finish their
work they leave the field.

Begin generally at half-
ast six or seven, A.M., and
usually finish at from twelve
to two o'clock ; in bad wea-
ther they are sometimes
longer in the field. Theyare
not compelled to lay-by in
. the middle of the day on
' any estate in this district.

Generally from seven, A.M.
to two, p,M. There are no
estates in this district to
which the latter part of this
question applies.

(continued on page 60.)
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

August 1835.]

DISTRICT (1)
George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)
J. Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.
M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT ()\1,)
J. O, Lockkart Muir, Esq.

Answers to Question 1.

Generally they are, more
so than usual, with the ex-
ception at present of some of
Mr. Blair’s apprentices, about
whom an inquiry is going on.
During the month 1 have
been on every estate in the
district, and on some two or

the hospitals.

more times, and in most of }

Generally. I have visited
nine estates (names given);
no complaints were made.

During the month I have
visited thirteen estates (names
given),and inspected the hos-
pitals of each. I found the
labourers civil, and tolerably
contented.

—

I have visited all the estates
exceptthe two beyond Cree},
68, during the last mont,
The labourers are generaly
civil, contented and cheerfy,

& Generally they bave, and In most instances. In general they have, Yes, with few exceptions,
2 | the same remarks above are

=3 .

'3 | applicable here.

2

<

2

b

V

8

=1

( . .
There have been no com- On plantation ¢ Highburg,’ Nil. No.
plaints of this nature. Davison, Barclay & Co.;
John Alves.

o

$

B

L

L]

3)

2

:

t3

-
s

4| Yes:itis generally preferred | It is. Task-work in general ; the | A specified portion of wott
o | by the labourers. labourers prefer it. such as can easily be

) formed in seven and a
- hours, or in nine hours whet
g the labourers work only i
2 days in the week, is us h
~ allotted to each labourer.

Answers to Questicn 5.

\

st

~

From seven, A.M. to half-
past two, and generally op-
tional with the labourers
whether they rest during the
task or not.

From seven, A.Mm. till the
day’s labour is finished.

As the labourers in general
Perform task-work, they finish
it off, as it suits themselves,

Work is generally o
menced about seven 0!
and the labourers reW
when they have complt
their portions of spect
work.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTerN Division,
Captain Baring Bond, R.N.,

WesTerN Divisiow.
K. Heyland, Fsq.

DISTRICT_(B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire ?  If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made ; and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and re-
jected, state to-what cause you
attribute the refusal on the
part of the labourers.

Yes; ¢Spring Hall, ex-
tra labour in the boiling-
house, six bits each labourer,
the head boiler-man onedollar
for every fifteen hogsheads.
¢ Helena,” four guilders per
week all round. ¢La bonne
Métre,” two guilders each.
¢ Strathaven,’ ditto ; engineers
three guilders.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from six bits
to two guilders a week, which
is paid upon demand. The
labourers of plantation ¢ Bee
Hive’ have refused to perform
extra field labour, as they say
the offer of six bits for nine
hours’ extra labour is not
enough. No other offer has
been made to employ them.

In the manufacture of sugar
and picking cotton they work
for hire; two stivers per hour
on the sugar estates, and five
stivers for every ten pounds
of cotton over forty pounds.

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authority,
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place,

None.

None.

None.

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it
to any combination or coun-
gpiracy? or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made?

Twenty-nine men and ten
women at ‘ La bonne Mére’
for conspiring not to do a fair
proportion of work in cutting
canes; on that estate they
should have cut pineteen and
a half punt loads of canes in-
stead of eleven, which was all
they did; the carriage was
only eighteen roods from the
field to the trench ; the latter
end of last week they cut
sixteen punt loads of canes
per day.

The disposition manifested
on plantations ¢ Clonbrook’
and ¢ Lowlands’ by the ap-
prenticed labourers to neglect
their work has been so general,
that I have attributed it to
combination.

It is against the idle only
complaints are made; and
they are, I am sorry to say,
in many instances very rude
to those in authority over
them, both black and whites.

9. Has the attendance of
thepradial labourers at church,
and of their children at school,

regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

Yes, generally ; at the Me-
thodist chapel at Mahaica,
and the Presbyterian church
at same place.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation afforded them; that of
their children has been equal
to the very limited opportu-
nities offered to them.

The attendance of the pre-
dial Jabourers at church is
very geod, and their children
constant at Sunday school.

10. Have you, individually
8 & magistrate, and has the
Court over which you preside,

€0 under the necessity of ordering

Individually - - 4
By a court - none.

ishment by

. g‘m
Whipping during the preceding month? and, if an-

Swered
quents so
awarded in each case.

in the affirmative, state the number of delin-
punished, and the extent of punishment

11. Has any manager, over-
see, or other person in autho-
Tity over the preedial labourers

None.

eet fined or otherwise punished by the court over which
{(‘)’" Preside during the preceding month, for misconduct
%ards any labourer or labourers? Have there been
any instances of the labourers having been detained at

otk beyond the legal hours ?

and, in such case, has

the shilling sterling per hour for each individual la-

Ourer been levied 3

156,11, |

Individually - - g Individually - none.
Byacourt - - 2 By a court - = 3
4
None, None.

(continued on p. 62.)
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DISTRICT (C.)

Town.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

River.
Captain Delafons, R. N.

Urrer River.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D,

Captain Allen,

-

Such of the apprenticed
labourers as are not engaged
on their ownprovision grounds
are in general quite willing to
work in the after part of the
day for hire, at, say two bits
for the afternoon, but there
is rather an indisposition on
their part to do this extra
work under the eye of their
ordinary overseers.

The report relative to ¢
tra labour, wages, &c. is
cisely-similar to that of oy
month. .

None.

There have been no in
stances of insubordination of
an important character, Ther
has been no attempt to resis
authority by force.

There has been no regular
combination or conspiracy.
The foolish ideas about their
hours, which were epidemic
on two or three estates during
the first half of the month,
but which are now pretty
well eradicated, I attribute
to a sort of monomania.

The insubordination abov
alluded to had reference only
to a few idle or disordefy
apprentices.

The attendance at church
has been regular, but there is
a want of additional schools.

The attendance of the pre:
dial labourers at the church
of St. Mark last month v
fully equal to the local &
commodation; the atted
ance of their children at tlle
school there has much ir
creased.

Individually - - 1
By a court & -

S

None individually or by
court.

PN

None.
Not applicable to this di-
vision of the district.
<
§
§
3
<&
2
2
8
8
<
\
= [ No attempt at combined | None.
o resistance has occurred in this
< | town since the commence-
= | ment of the system of appren-
g ticeship, and the probability
of any such occurrence daily
4 o 4%
< | diminishes.
All complaints that have Where such occurrences
come before me during the | have taken place, to be attri-
o | last month are against indi- | buted to the idle and dis-
= | vidual apprentices foridle and | orderly.
§ disorderly conduct.
=3
<
R
g
g
£
Al
. (" I'havebefore said that there Ye:.
© | are few preedizl labourers in '
.2 | this town. The attendance
3 | of the apprenticed labourers,
g domestics and tradesmen in
pd this town at church, and of
b their children at school, ap-
& | pears to be to the full extent
8 | of the accommodation afforded, and the time and
:: opportunities allowed to them by their employers.
c i e
=~{ Individually - - % . Individually - - 4
.§| Byacourt -  none, . Byacourt - none.
3 i
3 !
4 ;
& 1
g |
§ |
- L ' )
= ( Three penalties were in- E None.
~ | flicted during the month:
8 | 1s8t, 10l. was levied on the
‘2 | owner of a craft, on board of
S | which a runaway apprenticed labourer was employed;
| 2d, fourteen days’ imprisonment was adjudged to the
< | person in charge of said craft, not being able to
£ | pay the fine awarded; 3d, an employer was adjudged
2 | to pay a fine of 151 sterling for assaulting and beat-
s ng an apprenticed labourer,

I have fined one headman
for maltreatment of ,an ap-
prenticed labourer.

No person in authorityo®
the preedial labourers hasb#
punished during the mon
There have been no instan®
of the labourers having be?
detained beyond the !
hours,
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Eﬁq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killeck, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

Only about tie buildings,
such as boilermen, firemen
and engineers. They are
generally paid weekly in sil-
ver. Rate for extra labaur,
about two stivers per hour.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers dc extra work 1or
hire. Upon some the whole
gang are paid, on others only
those about the buildings.
The general rate of wages is
from one bit to two and three
guilders per week.

Extra lavour for hire is
very genct.”, but on some
few estates the females, or a
portion of them, decline per-
forming it. There are one
or two estates on which the
employers have no occasion
for extra work, and the la-
bourers thereon are occasion-
ally employed at extra hours
for hire on the neighbouring
estates who require them.
The rate of wages is from 1

Yes, on almost all the es-
tates at the rate of from one
to six guilders per week;
paid weekly when change can
be procured.

guilder to 1} per day, according to the work
they are employed at, and they aré usually

paid monthly.

None of any consequence,

None.

A few idle and disorderly
persons are to be found on
most estates, and it is such
persons who are generally
complained of.

It is only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that complaints
have been made,

There have been some in-
stances of both, but not of
an important character,

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination,
but no attempt to resist
authority by force.

With respect to the latter
only, except on the estates
already mentioned, where
combinations certainly ex-
isted, but not to any serious
extent.

There has been some dis-
position towards conspiracy,
and many complaints have
been made against idle and
disorderly apprentices. The
females have borne the greater
proportion. *

It is now several weeks
since diviue service was per-
formed at plantation ¢ Edin-
burgh! The Rev. William
Harman performed divine
service last Sunday, in the
Coffee Logie at plantation
‘La Hague,’ to a very large
congregation. The chapel
and school at Mr. Scott’s is’
well attended,

The attendance at church
and school has been to the
full accommodation afforded.
The churches in this district
cannot contain one half of
the population who would
wish to have accommodation.

As usual, and to the full
extent.

Yes.

‘ 166,11,

One overseer has been
fined by me thirty guilders
for striking a labourer.

Nonre.

A manager has been fined
for assaulting an apprenticed
labourer by striking him. The
offence was by no means of
an aggravated nature. There

have been no instances of the

latter.

Individually . . 6 Individually . .- 3 Individually - .26 | Individually . - g
By a court = = 7 1{ Byacourt - 8 By a court -  none. | By a court -  none,
None,

No, none.

(continued on page 64.)
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

August 1835.]
DISTRICT (I,)
George Rose, Esq., (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)
J. Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Eg.

-
Not generally. On the On sugar estates, all per- Yes. The labourers are At ‘ Skeldon’ and ¢Mary;
sugar’ estates, the boilermen | sons employed about the | hired either on the estates to Hope,’ the labourers work nipe
. | and firemen do occasionally. buildings. which they belong, or on the | hours per day, and are paid
© | Wages vary ; paid weekly, or neighbouring estates, for rea- | half a bit each day for they
.S | when asked for. A small sonable wages, with prompt | extra labour. On all th
‘§ metallic coinage is much payment. sugar estates the men en
3 wanted, and would probably ployed in the boiling-hous
o ( bean inducement to perform are paid for extra labour g
- i extra labour ; offers are not 14 bits, Payments mai
% general however. weekly.
<
> —_—
= No. None. No. No.
<
R
:
L3
S
(I bave only had one com- |  Not. (Nil) No.
plaint during the last month,
o5 | of the latter case.
R
3
S
Q<
2
2
WV
8
2
<
\
. Yes. 1t bas. (Nil.) There are only two school;
o ' but the attendance of ¢
8 reedial labourers at churd
3 gas been as regular and full
é under present circumstanct
° could be expected.
IS
2
2
~
S| Individualy - - 1 Individually -  none. | Individually -  nonme. Individually - -3
5] Byacout- - nonme | Bythecourt - - 3 By a court - -3 By a court -
3
3
Q
4
%
S . e
= [ No. Not. No. No.
=
£
B
2
<
2
«
:
&
S



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

DISTRICT (A)

DISTRICT (B.)

QUESTIONS. EasterN Divisiow. WesTeRN Divisioy. A. M. Lyons, Esq
Captain Baring Bond, R. N. K. Heyland, Esq. ’
12. Have any complaints | Plasey, ofthe ¢ Good Hope,” | None. There have been a few

been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-
ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subf'qct?
In the event of any complaints
having been made to you, have
you carefully invesiigated into
the matters, and caused justice

to be rendered to the parties as far as it was in your
State the number and the nature of the
complaints which may have been preferred to you in

wer ?

general terms.

against the manager, for not
admitting her into the sick-house, when skulking under
the pretence of sickness, it being proved a malicious
complaint, it was punished as such. Also Cupid, of
¢ La bonne Mere,” complains of being sent to extra
work according to the sentence awarded by me for com-
bining against lawful labour. He is the "leader of the
combination, and a very bad character.

trifling complaints about those
being sick, which I have care-
fully investigated, but found
in every instance they were
not sick, but wishing to avoid
work.

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates. in your district been

bound apprentices during the last month ?

None. None.

If yes, name

None,

the estates upon which such occurrences have taken
place, and state if the transactions were with the free
consent and approbation of the parents of the chil-

R

dren.

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district ?  Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them ?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents ?
When their mothers are at
workin the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take
care of their young children,

On most of the estates in
thisdistrict by the estates; al-
lowed the doctor and every-
thing elsethe sameas the rest.
On ‘Labonne Mere,’ the free
children are not yet fed by the
estate, but the attorney, G. C.
Bell, esq. promises them this
indulgence as soon as their
parents behaved better.

and exempted from all other duty? Are the children
when unwell allowed the advantage of the medical
assistance and hospital treatment of the estate in the

same manner as when they were in a state of slavery?

The children throughout
my portion of the district are
fed, and medical treatment is

rovided gratuitously; a nurse
18 also found to take care of
the young children while their
parents are at labour.

The children are fed and
taken care of in the same
way, and have the same me-
dical attendance as when in
a state of slavery. With the
exception of plantation ¢ En-
terprize’ they have not medi-
cal attendance, in other re-
spects the same. I hope to
arrange this in a few days,

(continued on page 66.)

. 16. On how many estates
In your district are schools es-
tablu}led ? Name the estates,
Proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There is a school
(in the district) at Mahaica
Ferry, which the children of
the neighbouring estates at-
tend.

None.

There has been no decrease
or increase of schools since
my last report.

18, Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
Wish to convey to the Lieu-
:f_l:;nt-l?ovemor, connected

Ith the peace, tranquillity,
and happiness of the qdistrit}:’t
under your superintendence ?

Jes, state the same.

1661,

. There is a general feeling
to evade labour by pleading
sickness for the slightest
scratch, whenever they can
with impunity. The females
are in general very insolent,
and appear to care but little
for the punishment of extra
labour; solitary confinement
seems to have a better effect
on these people.

(signed) T. Baring Bémji,

With respect to my answer
to the gth Query, 1 beg to
add that there is neither a
church nor a school within
my immediate portion of the
district. At Mahaiconey,
visited alternately by Capt.
Bond and me, there is Divine
service once in three weeks
by the Presbyterian clergy-
man, and weekly by theWest-
leyan missionaries,

(signed) K. He_r/lqnd,

S, .

I am in hopes the district
will continue going on well,
Your Excellency will perceive
that I have not inflicted one
corporal punishment this
month, although I have had
the whole charge of the dis-
trict for the last three weeks,

(signed) 4. M. Lyons,
S.J. P
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DISTRICT (C)

Town.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting).

River.
Captain Delafons, R. N.

UrpEr Rivesr.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D,

Answers to Question 12.

* No proposal of this nature,
either on the part of the pa-
rents of such children or their
masters, has ever been made
to me since I firat presided as
a stipendiary magistrate in this
district, now upwards of six
months.

* This answer has been en-
tered to No. 12, instead of No.
13 Query, incorrectly,

H. Sidley.

A man named George, plan-
tation ¢ La Penitence,” com-
plained of not having received
a check shirt with his clothing.
I inquired into the case; the
man was wrong in not seeing
he hadall histhings at the time;
he went with them into the yard
where the apprenticed labour-
ers were playing, and discover-
ed hisloss. Mr. Edghill, mana-
ger, declares hereceived it, but
he promised to give another

shirt to the man. 31 Aug.1835.

There has been one com-
plaint from a father and
mother against the manager,
for refusing to let their infant
child remain in the nursery
during working hours. One
from a woman, with rheuma-
tic limbs, against the same
individual, for maltreatment,
and obliging her to work in
the rain. The former is in-
vestigated, and the latter is
under investigation.

Captain Allen,
|
|

Several complaints by,
been made, which have 4
been inquired into and p
dressed, when substantiae
as far as was practicable, |

Answers to Question 13.

s The magistrate in this
town has no means of answer-
ing this question with any de-

ee of precision.

« This is the reply to No. 14
and not No. 13 Query ; entered
s0 by mistake.

H.D.W. Sidley.

None.

None.

No free children haveben
bound apprentices last mont

Answers to Question 14.

* There have been two com-
plaints this month from ap-
prenticed labourers; one on
account of not having been
supplied with clothing and
medical attendance ; the other,
the one referred to in No. 11
reply, for aszault and battery.
Justice (in both cases) has
been rendered to the parties.

* This is the reply to No. 12
Query, tncorrectly entered here.
H.D. W. Sidley.

The children are all fed
gratuitously from the stores
of the estate. Women are
specially appointed to take
care of the young children,
and when unwell they are
freely admitted into the hos-
pi;als, and there taken care
of.

Except on plantation ¢ Lit-
tle Diamond,” ¢ Garden of
Eden,” ¢ Prosperity,’ and
individual instances on plan-
tation ¢ Friendship,’ the chil-
dren have an extra allowance
served them. On every estate
medical attendanceis afforded
to the children.

The children are usuly
fed by an addition of al
fish and plantains issued o
the mothers, unless when vy
young, when it is custons
to give the mothers & litf:
sugar, barley or rice. Wha
their mothers are at worki
the field, a woman is appoitt
ed to take care of them, b
is exempt from other duf
The children are reportedu
receive the same medil
treatment as when in a sis
of slavery.

—

Answers to Question 15.

The schools in this town,
which are free to the children
of apprenticed labourers, were
enumerated in the last month’s
report. There are no estates
in this division of the district.

¢ Rome' and ¢ Houston.'

At ¢ Peter's Hall’ and ¢ Per-
severance’ there are schools,

Schools are establishedo
seven estates (names giveth

Answers to Question 16,

It is my intention to request
your Excellency’s attention to
the mode of conducting com-
pulsory manumission in this
colony ; but as the space af-
forded for this answer is far
too limited, T shall take leave
to hand it your Excellency in
another form,

™

(signed) #V. J. Brittain,
. S.J.P

L

I was in hopes to have given
a more favourable account of
the females on plantation
* Ruimveld’ and ‘La Peni-
tence;’ {et the delinquents
are all old offenders, the ge-
nerality of whom are conti-
nually brought hefore me,
whilst the others of the gangs
behave orderly and well.

(signed) Thos. Delafins,
$.J.P.

1t would be desirable, where
the managers evidently show
an unconciliatory spirit to-
wards the labourers, and
where the proprietors or at-
torneys have already been
apprised of the fact from the
highest authority, the trying
of apprenticed labourers, at-
tached to such plantations, for
the offences of indolence and
negligence, should be deferred
until the removal of this ma-
nager.
(signed) George Ross,
3. )

e e o

Nil.

(signed) J. 4. Agf”"]».?'
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Kellock, Esq.

None.

None.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.

Captain Coleman.

None.

None.

A complaint was made by
a female apprenticed labourer
against a manager for com-
pelling her to work when
sick, but it proved to be
wholly unfounded.

Yes; one by an appren-
ticed labourer against his
employer for an assault; fined
-3L. sterling by the inferior
court of criminal justice.

None have been so bound.

No, none.

On plantation ¢ Hague,’
¢ Groenveld, and ¢ Met-en-
Meerzog,” no food or doctor;
¢ Anna Catharina,’ ¢ Vrees-en-
Hoop,” ¢ William and Best,’
no food ; doctor and nurse
allowed; on the other estates
in this district no change has
taken place. I have endea-
voured, on plantation ¢ Hague
and Groenveld,” to persuade
the parents of the unappren-
ticed children to work extra
hours to the amount of six
days in the year, for medical
attendance, but, as yet, un-
successful,

Upon all the estates in
this district the children are
treated as formerly, except
upon ¢‘Vertrouven’ and ¢ Belle-
field,” owned by Mr. Bovell,
where nothing whatever is
done for them.. Upon * Suc-
cess,’ since the 1st August,
the doctor has attended them.

Schools on six estates,
names given,

Three schools in the dis-
trict.

The children are fed and
taken care of in every re.
spect precisely as when they
were in a state of slavery.

The same as before, and
no complaints.

—

(continued on page 68)

Nil,

(signed) Spry Bartlet,
S.J.P

.

166'..110.

It would be 2 great im-
provement if some regula-
tions could be made respect-
ing the houses of the negroes.
The system of huddling males
and females together, as is
done in general, has a very
demoralizing effect on their
characters.

(signed) Geo. Kellock,
S.

Schools on four estates;
several others are on the eve
of being established.

On one estate,

The apprenticed labourers
taken collectively, continue
to behave well, and to work
assiduously. The necessity
of punishment by whipping,
which still exists, is to be re-
gretted, but is caused, in a
great measure, by the want
of an established penal gang,
or of proper places for soli-
tary confinement.

signed) George Bdll,
(sgned) 8 S.J.P.

It would promote the hap-
piness of the apprenticed la-
bourer, and enlarge their
confidence in me, were I em-
powered to recover small
debts ; and I should be better
enabled to watch over their
interests, and preserve the
peace of the district, were I
allowed a clerk and an extra
horse.

signed) T Coleman
(o S.J.P.
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August 1835.]
DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)
J. MtLeod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Egg,

Answers to Question 13.

(
No. One respecting clothing No. No.
proved to be false.
o
b3
-2
3
3
<
B
“
5
2
-
\
No. Noae. No. No.

Answers to Question 14.

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st August 1834.

Children treated in the
same manner as before.

On most of the estates in
this district the children are
treated in the same manner as
when they were in a state of
slavery.

On three estates the chl
dren are fed out of the allor.
ance due to their pareaty
on the others they are fi
gratuitously from the st
of the estates. On all, woma
are specially appointed
take care of the children, ad
they have the advantage d
medical assistance and bw
pital treatment.

(signed) Geo. Rose,
S.J.P.

(signed) J. M‘Leod,
8.J.

(signed) M. 4. Stewart,
S.J.P.

(True extracts from the August Monthly Reports.)
H. D. W, Ridley, Private Secretary.

w
- There are schools on al- Three schools in the dis- On six estates (names | On two estates (pane
.8 | most all the estates among | trict {(names of estates given). | given), given),
¥ | the labourers themselves, and { .
& on several there are teachers
o | engaged, among them -the
w | ¢ Golden Fleece’ lately esta-
§ | blished.
g
=
< \

(

NilL Nil. Nil. Nil.

<
8
-8
g
<
:
%
=
<.

i 1,
(signed) J.O.L. ﬁgu" )
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SUMMARY of CorrorarL PunisamenTs inflicted b
and by Order of the CourTs over which they

August 1835.

(B))

¥ Order of the STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES,
presided, during the Months of June, July and

. JUNE. JULY. AUGUST.
£ Names of Magistrates.
5 By the By the By the By the By the By the
Stipendiary. { Court. | Stipendiary. | Court. Stipendiary, | Court.
A Captain Bond, r.w, - 8 2 14 6 4 none.
{ K. Heyland, Esq. - - 16 none none 8 2 2
B.| A. M. Lyons, Esq, - - 1 4 2 12 none 2
George Ross, Esq. - - 7 6 8 none 1 none,
C.q| Captain Delafons, r. 5. - 27 4 13 18 4 none,
W. J. Brittain, Esq. - none 25 none 28 7 none.
D. | Captain Allen - - 9 24 5 7 none none,
E. | Spry Bartlett, Esq. - - 4 1% 8 14 6 7
F. | George Killock, Esq. - 3 13 none none 3 8
G. | George Ball, Esq. - - 9 10 none 21 26 none.
H.| Captain Coleman - . 25 none none 16 9 none.
I. } George Rose, Esq. - 3 9 1 none 1 none.
K. | John M‘Leod, Esq. - 12 none none 8 3 none.
L. | M. A. Stewart, Esq. - 1 13 2 10 none 2
M.| J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq. 2 1 none 7 3 3
- —
ToraL - - 225 208 93
— No. 239. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 26 November 1835.
I HavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 4th ult.,
enclosing an abstract of the monthly report for August from the special magis-
trates, &c.

The contents of these reports, and of the comparative summary which you have
likewise transmitted, of the punishments inflicted for the last three months, have
afforded me much satisfaction.

The latter document appears to me to exhibit the strongest evidence of improve-
ment in the condition and conduct of the apprentices. 1 anxiously hope that the
result of subsequent Returns from the magistracy will prove equally satisfactory,
and that your favourable anticipations in regard to the continued diminution of
punishment will be realized.

I have, &c.

(signed)

Glenelg.

— No. 240, —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 12th October 1835.
It would appear from the enclosed opinion of Mr. Gloster, the Attorney-gene-
ral, that in the ordinance for the government of the apprenticed labourers in this
Colopy, it has been omitted to grant authority to the special justices to visit the
hOsp.ltals on the estates, excepting some complaint may have been preferred which
Tequires their presence for investigation. I respectfully submit the propriety of

remedying this omission without delay, by an Order of His Majesty in Council
166,—I1. : being

BRITISH
GUIANA.

No. 239.

No. 240.



BRITISH
GUIANA.

S—

No. 241.

No. 242.
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being issued, granting authority to the special justices to visit the hospitals and all
houses or buildings occupied, whether in whole or in part, by apprenticed labour-
ers, as often as they may thing proper; and at any hours between sunrise and
sunset that may suit their convenience. I also beg to suggest that clergymen,
catechists and teachers of religion (without distinction of persuasion) may have the
same facilities afforded them for communicating instruction to the healthy, and
consolation to the sick apprenticed labourers in this colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

Cory.

Hap a complaint been preferred before Mr. Killock involving: any question of want of
hospitals accommodation (which the employer is bound to provide), I am of opinion that
Mr. Killock would have had jurisdiction in such a case, and would have had a right of
entry to investigate the complainst, but I do not thiuk that ‘ ex mere mortu,” Mr. K. can
enter upon the plantations and demand admittance as a watter of right into the hospitals.
The Attorney-general craves leaves to refer his Excellency to the 6, 7 & 8 sections of the
Ordinance (No. 43) for the government of apprenticed labourers.

(signed)  Henry Gloster, Attorney-general.
grd August 1835.

— No. 241. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichacel Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 Dec. 1835.

I uavE received your Despatch dated the 12th October last, requesting that an
Order may be made by His Majesty in Council to enable the special magistrates,
clergymen and others, to visit hospitals on the various plantations of British
Guiana. I accordingly transmnit to you an Order which was made for that purpose
by His Majesty in Council on the 31st instant.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

- NO- 242. -

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp-House, Demerara, 28 Oct. 1835,

I 8Es to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the Report from the special
justices of this Colony for the month of September last. Your Lordship will
observe with pleasure the gradual but rapid diminution of punishments. In the
month of June last there were 255 3 in July 208 ; in August 93; in Sept. 79. Inthe
present month I have every reason to hope and expect that the decrease will be
still more considerable, and that ultimately it will be only necessary to resort to
the whip as a degrading mode of punishment for the repression of thefts. The
certainty the labourers now have that their complaints will be looked into and (if
‘well-grounded) be redressed, has extinguished that sulky feeling which formerly led
them (under the impression of being debarred from all means of obtaining justice)
to neglect their work, and by so doing to render themselves liable to punishment.
There is a cheerfulness and a confident and contented carriage amongst the

‘labourers aund their families, which cannot escape the most superficial observer.
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EPITOME of the MoNTHLY REPORTS from the FIFTEEN

for the Month of September 1835.

STIPENDIARY SPECIAL JUsTICES in British €uiana,

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

Easterx Divisiow.
Captain Baring Bond, ».¥.

WesterN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

Not generally so.

Generally. I have visited
nine estates in the district
during the month, (names
given).

I have visited 27 estates
during the month, (names
given),

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will ?

Not generally so. I have
visited the hospitals on 14
estates (names given), on all
which the patients appear
contented, and have all that
is required for their health
and comfort.

In general. The disposition

to neglect their labour upon

slight and frivolous pretences
occasionally evinces itself,

The labourers have per-
formed their work well, with
the exception of two estates.

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes—
bave the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct ?

The work has been per-
formed but reluctantly, ge-
nerally speaking.

The labour has not been
readily performed upon plan-
tation ¢ Clonbrook,” Messrs.
Rogers, proprietors; William
Shand, manager.,

The work on plantation
¢ Lusignan’ and plantation
¢ Success,” has not been
readily performed ; the for-
mer C. Spencer, Es%., attor-
ney ; mapager, T. C, Laud.
Stewart, Fsq.,attorney ;
manager, R. Mackenzie, the
latter.

(cuntinued on page 72.)

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
tricc? or do the labourers
prefer working the 7 3 hours
per day, as fixed by law ?

Generally speaking, they
refer worﬂing seven and a
alf hours ; as many perform

task-work as take the seven

and a half hours.

Task-work is almost in-
variably chosen by the ap-
prenticed labourers. They
sometimes prefer, however,
to labour the seven and a half
hours. The apprenticed la-
bourers on Plantation ‘Grove’
have entered into a contract
to perform task-work.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

On a few estates the la-
bourers prefer working the
seven and & half hours.

5. What are the working
Jours most generally in use
In your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by far two or
three hours in the middle of the
day, and then to complete their
seven hours and a half in the
af'ternpon, (by which division -
of their labour they have little
Or no time to themselves)—if
yes, have the goodness to
name the estates, proprietors
or attornies, and the managers,

166,11,

The hours are, beginning
at seven, A.M., working the
seven and a half hours off,
or coming in at 11, A.M.;
just as they please them-
selves,

The hours of labour in V

most general use (when task-
work is not resorted to) is
from seven to eleven o’clock,
AM., and from one o’clock to
half-past four, p.a1.; this is
the case upon five estates,
(names given).

The labourers commence
work at seven o’clock in the
morning, and go on until
they finish. On no estate
were they compelied to lay
by in the middle of the day.
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September 1835.) DISTRICT (C)
' DISTRICT (D,
Towxw, River. Urrer River. Captain Allen,
W. J. Brittain, Esq., (acting.) Captain Delafons, r.N. George Ross, Esq.

-

They are so, and the num-

Yes, generally ; with some
few exceptions. I have visited

In general they are. Ihave
visited the hospitals on seven

Yes, very generally, I
spected

= | ber of complaints both by s isite A b the hospitals' o

them and against them are | five estates in the district estates,.(names given), e twe!ves estates (names given)
3 diminishing considerably. (names given) during the apprenticed labourers, so far | during the month. I als v
3 | month. as I can ascertain, are in | sited ten estates and o
c% " general contented. wood-cutting establishmen;,
@ ﬁ (names given), on very few f
2 which were any complainy
& made by employers or en.
E ployed, and the apprenticy
$ in most places seemed con.

tented and happy.

>
& From the remark mace to Generally ; with some ex- With as much alacrity and Yes; in a very few in
& | the former question, I think | ceptions at ¢ Honston’, which good will as might reason- | stances excepted.
§ | it may be presumed that they | by promptness and firmness | ably he expected from people
S | are Oi?ig althex_r wor‘li: wng I have stopped. circumstanced as they are.

increased alacrity and goo

g
. will,
g
N "

f

Anstoers to Question 3.

This question does not ap-
ply to the town.

Generally, no. At ¢ Hons-
ton,’ on the Sth September, |
had forty-four females brought
before me for neglecting
duty. I directed those that
did not perform a due pro-
portion of work to be locked
up at night; the next day
eight ran away; went and

On plantation ¢ Little Dia-
mond,” ¢ Friendship,’ and
¢ Garden of Eden,” the work
has been unwillingly per-
formed.

complained to his Excellency, and on the 13th Sep-
tember I had the samne gang nearly, of forty females,
brought before me for doing still less work than

before September 8th.

I selected three of the ring-

leaders, sent them to the tread will, and directed the
rest to be locked up for ten nights. Two days after
the entire gang performed (and still continue) ninety
roods every day; they were released directly, but
only three of the eoriginal deserters have as yet re-

turned.

The work has not be
readily performed by partd
the gang during the mont
on ‘plantation ¢La Grangey
Mr. Vifthins, attorney; D.
Webster, manager, Ther
has latterly, however, been
disposition to improvemen
on this estate.

Answers to Question 4.

N

The greater number of la-
bourers in this town are do-

r

‘They work seven and a half
hours per day, as fixed by law.

mestics, who work during any hours when required.
Tradesmen, porters and the like, work for nine hours.
This is often the case with them, and also with domestics,
although they are registered preedial unattached, of
which circumstance they first become acquainted when it
comes out in evidence taken in this office, on complaints,
or when threatened to be turned into the field.

Task-work is for the most
part tesorted to.

—1

The performance of a &
tain quantity of work, a!
task, 18 generally resortedts;
but without any actual cor
tract to that effect.

et

Answers to Question 5.

Tradesmen in this town
generally rest from eleven
till one o’clock, and this is
with their own wish and
consent.

From seven, a.M. to half-
past two, P.m., generally.
‘there are upon the several
estates several women who
do not go with the gang to
work, but go later; conse-
quently, are later in the field
than others. But this is their
own act, not being obliged to
do so, and is considered an
accommodation to them-
selves.,

The working-hours miost
generally in use are from
seven to half-past two.

Working-hours from s
till eleven, and one to b
past four; or from seven!
twelve, and one to half-ps
three, in cases where Do
cific work is accepted or ™
quired. Task-work, the
bourer begins about seven
ends from one to four,acco®
ing to circumstances; the®
prentices. in the latter o
resting for short intér ni
wlhen they individually thi
proper. On no estate aret o
compelled to lay by twoho
in the middle of the day:
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
Captain Coleman.

I have visited the hospitals
on three estates(names given)
and the labourers appear well
found in every rc‘a;rect. They
arecontented, civil and cheer-
ful.

They are. I have visited
the hospitals upon 22 planta-
tions on Leguan, 19 planta-
tions on Waakenhaam, and 3
plantations on Hog Island,
composing the whole of the
estates in this district,

They are very generally so.
I have visited 13 estates and
the hospitals thereon. ¢ Hoff
Van Aurich’ is the only
estate in this district upon
which the hospital is insuffi-
cent. At present, however,
they have but few sick ; and
I am informed that a new
hospital is to be erected.

Yes; except on three or
four estates.

I have visited 10 estates
(names given) and the hospi-
tals thereon.

Generally throughout the
district, If an exception could
be made, it would be to plan-
tation ¢ Waller’s Delight ;'
but the‘'number of labourers
on the estate does not ex-
ceed 6o. Mr. Joseph Beete,

manager.

Perfectly so.

With the exceptions here-
after stated,

- Yes; except on three or
four estates.

None of any consequence,

No,

On plantation ¢Spring Gar-
den,” Mr. Benjamin, proprie-
tor; A.C. Trotz, manager;
and ‘Hibernia,” Mr. Holmes,
attorney; E. M. William,
manager, the work was un-
willingly performed by a cer-
tain number of the labourers
for a short time in the begin-
ning of the month ; but the
cause having been investi-
gated, and the defaulters pu-
nished, the work is now well
performed.

Task-work,

—te

The bell rings on most of
€ estates at 7 A, M., and the

ll_lboul:ers usually remain un-
their task is finished.

266,11,

Task.work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is very gene-

| rally resorted to, and pre-

ferred.

Upon no estate are the
labourers compelled to lay by
in the middle of the day.
They work as they like. The
hours are from six and seven
to one, two, three, four, five
and six, according to cir-
cumstances and the bar-
gain made

Labourers go to work at
half-past six or seven, and
finished at their option. There
is no estate in this district
upon which they are compel-
led to lay by during the mid-
dle of the day.

Yes; plantation ¢ Rich-
mond,” Charles Bean, Esq.
proprietor; John Prunnon,
manager. Plantation ¢ Wal-
ton Hall,’ John Lane, Esq.
attorney ; B. V. Hodgson,
manager. Plantation ¢ Bet-
ter Success,” Messrs. Chand-
ler and Evans, attornies ;
Philip Hughes, manager.

continued on page 74.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

Generally from 7 a, u. to
2 ».M. There are no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question
applies.
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September 1835.]
DISTRICT (I.)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

DISTRICT (M)
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

Answers to Question 1.

Generally they are. Dur-
ing the month I have visited
every estate in the district;
on some two Or more times,
and most of the hospitals.

\

Yes, generally. Visited
five estates (names given.)

Mem.—The death of Mr.
Stewart, Special Justice of
this district, accounts for no
Report having been received.

I have visited all the ¢,
tates during the month; th
labourers are generally civi,
-contented and cheerful,

Answers to Question 3.

o

¢ Yes, generally ; excepting
on Mr. Blair’s estate, where
an inquiry has been going on
during the month.

In most instances.

Yes, with few exceptions,

\

No; except the above-
mentioned estate, which I

On plantation ¢ Friends,’
Wm. Forsyth, proprietor; J.

No.

Answers to Question 4.

ferred by the labourers,

attribute to the excitement | Forsyth, manager.
caused by the inquiry.
A
8
S
8
2
g
g
8
<
Yes; it is generally pre- Yes. —

A specified portion of wi
is usually allotted to
labourer.

——)

nswers to Question 5.

From 7 A.M. to half-past
2, and generally optional
whether they rest or not dur-
ing their task-work.

From 7 a.m. till the day’s
labour is finished.

Work is generally c®
menced about seven,
the labourers return Wi
they have performed ¥
portion of specified work
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTERN Divisiow.
Captain Baring Bond, . v.

WesterN Division,
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
4. M, Lyons, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district per-
form extra labour for hire ?
If yes, name the estates, the
rate of wages for extra work,
and state how and when the
payments_are made, and if
extra work is not performed
for wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

Yes, several, according to
last report,

The apprenticed labourers
employed in the manufacture
of sugar, invariably perform
extra labour for hire, earning
from six bits to two guilders
per week, which is paid either
upon demand, or at periods
understood and approved of
by the apprenticed labourers.
No offer has been made to
employ field-labourers beyond
the seven and a half hours.

In the manufacture of sugar
the labourers work for hire,
at the rate of two stivers per
hour. Payments monthly.

7. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority, by force, in your dis-
trict? If there have been
any, name the estates on
which such occurrences have
taken place.

None.

None.

On plantation ¢ Success,’
four apprenticed labourers
ran away from the constables,

-and would not return when

I ordered them.

8. In the event of any dis-
osition having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
piracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

None.

Complaints have been made
only with respect to a few
idle and disorderly appren-
tices,

I certainly think, from the
conduct of the apprenticed
labourers on plantation ¢Lu-
signan,’ that they have com-
bined not to perform their
work. The other complaints
are with respect to the idle
and disorderly, and what must
naturally happen in so large
a population.

(continued on page 76.)

9. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances of your dis.
trict ?

As per last report ; an an-
nual meeting of the Wesley-
an Missionary Branch So-
ciety was held on the 3oth
ultimo, at half-past six, ».M.,
at the Mahaica chapel.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation afforded at the Ma-
haica church; that of their
children at school has been
means of instruction open to
mission-house at Mahaica.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has been
very good, and children at
the Sunday school.

fully equal to the only
them, at the Wesleyan

10. Have you, individually
as a magistrate, been under
the necessity of ordering pu-
nishment by whipping durin
ghe preceding month ?—and,
if answered in the affirmative,
state the number of delin-
quents so punished, and the
extent of punishment award-
ed in each case,

Two; one, 25 stripes; one,
of 15.

One, 132 stripes.

Ten ; eight, 25 stripes
each ; two, 20 stripes each.

11. Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in au-
thotity over the pradial la.
bourers been fined or other-
Wise punished by the court
over which you preside dur-
ing the precedin
any labourer or fa

None.

month, for misconduct towards
bourers? Have there been any

lnstances of the labourers having been detained at
vork beyond the legal hours 7—and, in such case, has
€ 13. sterling per hour for each individual labourer

been levied ?

166,11,

None,

One manager fined 11
sterling, for striking an ap-
prenticed labourer.  Fine

paid.
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September 1835.] DISTRICT (C) :
DISTRICT (D,
Town. River. TJerEr RivVveR. Captain dilen,
W. J. Brittain, Esq., (acting.) Captain Delafons, ®. N. George Ross, Esq.
~ T ——y
This question does not ap- None. Extra work for hire is ge- Extra work for hire is per.
ply to this town. Many 1 neraily, throughout this dis- | formed on 16 sugar estyy
tradesmen work in their own trict, performed about the | (names given)aboutthe by
s | hours for themselves or for buildings ; but there is no es- | ings ; some from two to foy
g | hire. tate on which there is a re- | guilders weekly, and othey
3 gular demand, on the part of | from one to two bits per day,
g the employers, for extra field | or one to three guilders py
<) work, Plenty of labourers | week. On 17 coffee estate
) are to be had, at the rate of | at the present time (durin,
» two bitts a head for the after- | crop) the labourers perfoy
H noon, wherever the manager | extra work for hire, at o
2 and overseers are people of a | bit per basket picked, 4
N reasonable character. Payments variable, generaly
made when the sum di
amounts to a joe, or half,
L joe, &c.,
| Nothing like violent resist- None. At plantation ¢ Friend- There have been three in.
-2 | ance, in this town, is known ship,’ the manager has shewn | dividual instances of insub
$ | amongst the apprenticed la- some symptoms of insubor- | ordination on differentestars,
& ) bourers. They, on the con- dination. but none meriting particus
8| trary, appear daily to feel in- notice. Not any attempt t
» | creased confidence in the resist authority by force, by
8 | protection afforded them by occurred.
E:; the law.

Answers to Question 8.

All complaints against ap-
prenticed labourers for idle-
ness or ahsence from work
have been isolated, in no
case giving grounds to sus-
pect combination ; and these
offences are decreasing.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, I attribute
it to the idle and disorderly;
particularly at Honston this
month ; those sent to the
tread-mill, and those at pre-
sent absent, are and have
been very idle, and I deem
them the instigators of the
late affairs. At present the
gang work well.

There has been no regular
combination or gonspiracy.

The instances above g
luded to had no referencety
the gang. They were the
acts of three disorderly ap
prentices.

. Answers to Question 10, Answers to Question g.

Yes.

Eight: three, 15 stripes
each ; four, 10 stripes each;
one, eight stripes.

Three: one, 10 stripes®;
one, 15 stripes; one, 24
stripes*.

* Two most notorious cha-
racters ; the fifth time each
has been before me.

The attendance at church
and school has been regular,
but I think there is room for
improvement in the system
of education.

tendance of their child
during the same period.

The attendance of the l&
bourers at St. Mark’s churd
(where divine service Wi
only performed once durin
the month) was equal to tht
accommodation, The
ren at school has diminishel

Two ; 15 stripes each.

None.

s

Answers to Question 11.

N\ir

None,

e e,

None.

The manager of plantation
¢ Friendship,” has been fined
for not supplying their al-,
lowance to 25 apprenticed
labourers, and having refused
to pay a fine of 10/, to
which 1 adjudged him, for il-
legally confining an appren-
ticed labourer in the stocks,
I committed him to gaol for
three weeks,

One manager has bed
fined for having withheld fro?
an apprentice the allowal®
of provisions directed by lav.
Some employers and othen
have compromised ’aasaulu)'
(after being complained o)
without their being brough
to trial. There have been®
instances of the labour™
having been detained atwok
beyond the legal hours.
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

e

Only about the buildings ;
such as engineers, firemen,
boilermen, &c. ; they are paid
weekly in silver. Average
rate for extra labour about
two stivers per hour.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers perform extra work
for hire : upon some the whole
gang is paid; upon others,
only the people about the
buildings. The wages are
from one bit to three guilders
per week.

Extra labour for hire is
very generally resorted to:
the wages are from a guilder
to a guilder and a half a day,
according to the work they
are employed at, and they
are usually paid monthly.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Culeman,

Yes, on.almost all the
estates, at the rate of from
three to six guilders per week ;
paid weekly when change can
be procured, or monthly.

None.

None.

None, except individual
cases of small importance,

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination,
but no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

Only with respect to a few
idle and disorderly appren-
tices,

It is only with respect to &
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints have
been made.

arising from a silly notion, on one estate, that provided they remained
in the field during the hours prescribed by law, the quantity or the
gua]ity of the work performed was immaterial: on the other, where

aturday is allowed, that they are not bound to work for more than
Mild measures were tried without

7 § bours the other five days.
effect; I was compelled to resort to severity, and the work is now

With respect to the latter
only, except on the two estates
already mentioned, where a
combination, but not extend-
ing to the whole, existed in

There have been some in-
stances of conspiracy, and
many complaints against idle
and disorderly apprentices.

the beginning of the month,

well performed on both estates.

continued on page 78.

Mr. Scott’s church is well The schools are well at- As regular as usual, and to Yes.
attended, also the school. tecded, and the churches | the full extent.
The Rev. W. Harman has | are always filled. There is
for the'last month performed | not sufficient accommodation
:l"”“e service at plantation | ju the churches for the la-
La H“E"_Jer' and to a large | bourers in the district. There
cougregation. is no church on Hog Island.
one, 25 stripes. Two, 25 stripes each. two, 30 stripes each. oune, 12 stripes.
Seven four, 20 ditto each. one, 35 ~— two, 15 - each.
two, 15 ditto each. four, 20 — each. 18 {three, 20 -~ each.
21 { five, 15 =  each. eleven,25 <~ each.
one, 15 & 20. one, 30 -~ each.
three, 12 stripes each.
five, 10 -  each.
<
Yes, two bave been fined No. Three persons in authority No.

3L each; 11 has been paid
t complainent, the remain-
ing 5L has been paid to the
Colonial Receiver-general.

16617,

over the pradial labourers
have been punished for mis-
conduct towards them; two
of whom have been fined, and
the other, having refused to
pay the penalty, has been
committed to the colony gaol
for one month. There has
been no instance of the latter,
but a complaint to that effect
was preferred; proved un-
founded.
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DISTRICT (L.
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
Jokn Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

N

DISTRICT (M)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Egy,

r

Occasionally on the sugar
estates. The boilermen and
firemen perforn extra labour

All persons employed about
the buildings, on sugar estates,
receiving about three guilders

Mem.~The death of Mr,
Stewart, special justice of this
district, accounts for no report

———

A considerable quantity ¢
estate lubour for hire has by
performed at plantation ¢ Skg.
dony not much elsewhen,

It has.

& | fo hire; the wages vary; | per week. baving been received.
g | paid weekly, or when asked The rate of wages has varie
g | for. according to the nature of iy
$ work.
@,
R
&
g
=
~
': [ No. No. — No. o
§
g
<&
e
: 1
<L

Only of a few of the idle | Not. —_— No.
. | and disorderly I have had any
@ | complaint made.
3
S
3
<&
2
g
<

-
Yes. —_— The atiendance at churd

has been as regular as ud
present circumstances

=N
g
§ be ted
8< expected.
§
2
=
AR —
S| One, 15 stripes. one, 35 stripes. -— One, 20 stripes
: Two {one, 30 - Two {One’, 15 -
3
o
s
g
g
<
\ e
No. No complaint. —_— No.

Answers to Question 11.
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DISTR

ICT (A)

QUESTIONS.

Eastery Drvision.
Captain Baring Bond, r. ¥.

Westery Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
4. M. Lyons, Esq.

12, Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-
ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subject ?
Inthe event of any complaints
having been made to you,
have you carefully investi-
gated ‘into_the matters and
caused justice to be rendered
to the parties as fur as it was
in your power? State the
number and the nature of
the complaints, which may
havebeen preferred to you in
general terms.

Several reports through
the high sheriff, which 1 have
inquired into, and reported
thereon.

Couwplaints have been made
by the apprenticed labourers
of plantation ¢ Cove’ re-
specting the issue of clothing
and their houses. A docu-
ment was shown to me by the
manager, by which it appear-
ed that the clothing trans.
mitted had not been suffi-
cient for the people, but thut

up the deflciency f

steps had been taken to make
orthwith; I have allowed 14

days for this purpose. The manager also stated

troolies and lumbe

r had already been sent for,

which he expected immediately. I allowed a
month for this purpose; the people expressed

themselves satisfied

with the arrangement.

I bad 10 complaints from
the apprenticed labourers,
respecting being turned out
of the hospitals, but lhave
carefully investigated the
matter, and have always
found themn reported fit for
duty in the hospital journal
signed by the medical at.
tendant of the estate.

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the
estates in your district been
bound apprentices during
the last month? If yes,
name the estates upon which
such occurrences have taken
place, and state if the trans-
actions were with the free
consent and approbation of
the parents of the children.

—_—

None.

None.

None.

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and

is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains, issued f

or them? or are they fed
out of the allowance due to their parents? When their
mothers are at work in the field, is a woman especially
appointed to take care of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage of the medical assistance
and hospital treatment of the estate in the same manner
2 when they were in a state of slavery ?

On most estates in my dis-
trict, the free children are
treated as heretofore when
in a state of bondage.

The young children receive
the same treatment as when
in a state of slavery, with the
exception of those of planta-
tion ¢ Cove’ who are not al-
lowed fish, and those of plan-
tation ‘ Dochfour’ and ¢ Clon-
brook,” whose parents have
beenallowed provision grounds
and 40 days in the year for
cultivating them.

. 13, On how many estates
In your district are schools es-
tablished ? Name the estates,
Proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the

leutenant-Governor, con-
nected with the peace, tran-
quillity and happiness of the

istrict under your superin-

tendence} [
same. f yes, state the

The children are fed and
taken care of ; allowed women
to take care of them when
their mothers are at work in
the field, and the advantage
of medical assistance and
hospital treatment of the es-
tate, in the same manner as
when they were in a state of
slavery.

None; there is a metho-
dist school at Mahaica Ferry,
which the children of the
neighbouring estates attend.

None.

There has been no increase
or decrease of schools since
my former report.

A general feeling to evade
work on any pretence what-
ever amongst the female ap-
prentices in particular. In
many cases they prefer being
locked up at once, and on
the whole are more refrac-
tory than the men.

(signed) T. B. Bond,
8 S.JLP

(signed) K. Heyland,
& S. J. P.

I am happy to inform your
Excellency, that the attorney
of plantation ¢Enterprize’
allows the medical attendant
aszistance to the free children
without any remuneration on
the part of the apprenticed
labourer, so that on every
estate in this district the free
children are attended by a
medical man. The district is
quiet and tranquil.

igned) A. M. Lyons,
(tgned) &,

(continued on page 8o.)
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DISTRICT (D),

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
September 1835.] DISTRICT (C)
Town. River. Urper RIVER.

W, .J. Brittain, Esq. (acting.)

Captain Delafons, ». N.

George Ross, Esq.

Captain J. 4. Allen,

Answers to Question 12.

—

One for an assault, but
which was not proved. Cases
of this nature always receive
peculiar attention and are
narrowly investigated.

Harman, apprenticed la-
bourer, complained that his
master had not given him his
clothes, I inquired into it,
and discovered every article
had been given to him as
stated in the regulation, about
six weeks previous, This
complaint was dismissed upon
Harman’s promising to make
up the lost labour of three
days.

gally confining him

.nager for assault.

One has been preferred by
a labourer against a ma-
One by a
labourer, bred a mechanic,
against a manager for mal-
treatment and sending him
-to do field work. Two from
old women against their
managers for harsh usage.
One from the mother of an
infant against a manager for
maltreatment of herself and
child. One from a labourer
against a manager for ille-
in the stocks. Some of these

complaints have been already investigated, and
they are still in progress,

—

Twenty complaints hyy
been preferred.  All by,
been inquired into, settled
redressed, as far as was pr.
dent or practicable,

Anstwers to Question 13.

™

None.

None.

None.

None.

Most opulent employera
feed the free infant children.

The children are fed from
the stores of the estates gra-

The children have every-
where medical attendance

et

The children are mosy
fed by an allowance of sl

< | Many of the poorer class | tuitously, and women are and nurses, except in one in- | fish and plantains issued b
= | throw this burden on the | specially appointed to take | dividualinstance. They have | the mothers. When vy
.S | mothers. care of the young children. | also for the most part extra | young, it is usual to give1
2 Children when unwell are ad- | allowance of fish and plan- | little rice, barley or sugari
& mitted freely into the hos- | tains ;. the only exceptions | lieu. A woman is appoinid
° pitals, and taken very great | areat plantations ¢ Prosperity,’{ to take care of them whet
- care of. ¢ Little Diamond,’ ¢ Friend- | their mothers are at wor
& : ship’ and * Garden of Eden.” | who is exempted from othe
é duty, if their number be e
~ siderable. They are reporid
to receive the advantaged
medical treatment. ‘
3 ]
| Notapplicable to this town. ¢ Rome and Honston.’ There are two schools, one Schools are established,
< Many and increasing oppor- at plantation ¢Perseverance’ | instruction given on &
< | tunities are however offered the other the parish school at | estates (names given.)
w{to apprenticed labourers to ¢ Peter’s Hall.
5 | have their children instructed,
g both on Sundays and week
< | days, in this town. 1
|
= ™
The females on the estates Nil. The welfare of the appre

Answers to Question 16,

(signed) . J, Drittain,
8. J. b.

of ¢‘Reumveld’ and ¢La
Penitence’ are becoming or-
derly, although they on the
former estate do not perform
their portion of work, but as
complaints are not made I
cannot notice it. On ¢La
Penitence,” they appear to
work very fairly, and I hope
on ¢ Honston’ the next
month’s report may be more
satisfactory.

Thos. Delafons,
.J. P,

{signed,

(signed) George Ross,
S. J. P

tices, in a religious as well¥
a moral point of view, Ii
be promoted by a resided
clergyman in the parish
St. Mark and that o’fS}
Swithen. At St. Marky
vine service has been I
formed four times In
months,

(signed) J. 4. gllf’”’P
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DISTRICT (E.)

SPW Baﬂlett, Esqo

DISTRICT F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

None, except the above.

No.

Six complaints of this kind
have been preferred ; five for
unlawful imprisonment, and
one against a superintend-
ant (or driver) for an assault.
‘They were all carefullyinvesti-
gated. Threewereproved, and
the parties punished as before
stated. The other three were
without foundation. There
was also a complaint against
an employer, for not pro-
viding due medical attend-
ance, in'a case of sickness,
which likewise turned out to
be wholly unfounded.

No.

None.

None have been thus bound.

No.

On plantations ¢ Hague,’
‘Groenveldt, and ¢ Met en
Meerzorg,” no food or doc-
tor. On ¢Anna Catherina,’
*Vrees en Hoop’ and ¢ Wil-
liam and Best, doctor al-
lowed, but no food. No
change has taken place on
the other estates since the
commencement of the ap-
prenticeship. All the estates
allow nurses when the mo-
thers are at work.

Upon the whole of the es-
tates the children are treated
as formerly, with the excep-
tion of ¢ Success,” where
nothing is done for them, and
upon ¢ Vertrower’ and ¢ Belle-
field, where they get no al-
lowance, though the doctor
attends to them. Mr. Jones
is proprieter of Success, and
Mr, Bonnall of Vertrower
and Bellefield.

The children are treated
and taken care of in every
respect in the same manner
as when they were in a state
of slavery.

The same as before, and
no complaints,

(continued on page 81.)

_On six estates, (names, &c.
given,)

There is a school on Meer-
zog, of which Mr. Bishop is
attorney, and one between

Waterloo and Mayville, Mr. Noble attorney and
proprietor; and one between ¢ Erdeavour’ and
¢ Enterprise,’ Mr. M‘Rae attorney and proprietor.

On four, (names, &c.
given) There are several
others on the point of being
established.

On one plantation, ¢ Anna
Regina! — Stewart, esq.,
attorney; Robert Mackay,
manager.

Nit,

(signed)  Spry Bartlens,
S.J.P.

166. - 11,

Labourers frequently speak
to me about their houses;
but, according to the present
law, a magistrate can hardly
interfere. It is certainly an
anomaly to think that the
master iz compelled to find
his labourer with a bed, and
f'et not compelled to make
his house habitable.

(signed)  Geo. Killock,
5.J. P,

The labourers, particularly
since the middle of the month,
have worked assiduously, and
the district continues in a
state of the most perfect tran-
quillity.

siecned) George Ball,
(signed)  George D,

It would promote the hap-
piness of the apprenticed la-
bourers, and increase their
confidence in me, if I were
empowered to recover small
debts.

signed) Thomas Co'eman,
(sgred) S.J.P.
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September 1835.]

DISTRICT (L)

DISTRICT (K.)

DISTRICT {L.)

DISTRICT (M,
J. 0. Lockhart Muir,.F,sq‘

Two complaints have by
preferred ; both frivoloys gy
vexatious.

No.

On three estates the di
dren are fed out of thed
lowance due to their parems
On the others they are fil
gratuitously from the sim
of the estates. On all,w
men are specially appoiud
to take care of the childm,
and they have the advansg
of medical assistance ®l
hospital treatment.

George Rose, Esq. Jokn Mac Leod, Esq.

One man, John Brittain, One complaint, found to | Mem..—The death of Mr.
complained of being locked j be false. Stewart, special justice of
up in the hospital of plant- this district, accounts for no

.| ation ¢Balthayock,” by his Report having been received.
2 | manager: on carefully in-
s | vestigating into the matter,
-2 | I found it to be a malicious
€ | complaint.
-4
2
[y
§
2
8
<
\
r
. No. No. _—
2
-
-2
B
3
<
8 il
©«
3
g
=
\
P
Generally the same as be- Children taken care of in —_—
fore the 1st of August. the same manner as when in

3 a state of slavery.
8

-2

g

3

(v 4

2

»

:

2

<
L

;
% On almost all the estates On three estates, (names, —_—
@ there are schools among the | &c. given),
labourers themselves, and on

o

':* several there are teachers

t | engaged, and those at the

é places of public worship,

<

None. The schools whid
were at Skeldon and Ein
and Mary have been g

up.

Answers 1o Question 16.

Nil,

(signed) George Rose,
S.J.P

Having been engaged all
last month on plantation
¢ Blairmourt, I have not
visited many estates in the
district; merely those near
town.

(signed) J. Macleod,
S.J.P.

(True extracts from the Reports of the Special Justices.)
H. IV. Ridley, Private Secreta?:

Nil.

(signed) J. 0. Locklmgt ﬂwn;
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~ No. 243. —
Corv of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp-House, Demerara, 11 November 1835,

I TakE the liberty, with every respect, to lay before your Lordship, and, as
I trust for your approbation, a copy of a confidential circular letter, which I have
decmed it necessary to address to the special justices of this colony, in which their
attention is called to several points of considerable importance to the welfare of
the apprenticed labourer, and as regards the furtherance of that reciprocal good
understanding between the planter and the labourer, so essentially necessary for
the permanent interests and happiness of both parties. I am happy to be able to
state that the commencement and progress of a much better feeling than hitherto
has existed is distinctly visible.

1 have, &c.

(signed)  J. Carmichael Smyth.

CIRCULAR AND CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir, Guiana Public Buildings, 9 November 1835,

IN all cases in which the infliction of corporal punishment may be unavoidable, and a
special justice may be under the absolute necessity of directing the same, the punishment
must take place in the presence and under the superintendence of the justice by whose
authority it is awarded. Upon all such occasions the special justice will pay particular
attention to the description and nature of the instrument made use of ; and which must, in
every particular, correspond with the sealed pattern deposited with the several sheriffs and
in the gaols. In some recent cases which have come before me, it has appeared that the
offenders have been sent, after having been condemned by a special justice, to the estates
to which they were severally attached, to be punished on those estates, under the super-
intendence of the managers.

Such proceedings are irregular. The mode prescribed in the first of this paragraph is to
be scrupulously attended to in future. The lash is, however, (as repeatedly enjoined,) only
to be resorted to in the case of hardened offenders, with whom every milder species of
puaishment has been found to be of no avail.

2. T have further to draw the attention of the special justices to the power they possess,
under the 13th section of the th chapter of the Ordinance No. 43, of fining to the extent of
20, and of imprisoning to the extent of one month, in default of the payment of such fine,
any employer of an apprenticed labourer who shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the
stocks or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed labourer. As doubts have been expressed
by legal gentlemen whether, under this enactment, the manager can be legally proceeded
against, it will be advisable that the question should for the present not be agitated, and
the more so as, under the 3d section of the 2d chapter, the manager is clearly liable to a
fine of 5 I. when convicted of any violation of the Ordinance. I am therefore desirous that
in all cases in which a special justice may have to fine a manager or overseer, such fine
should be inflicted under the 3d section of the 2d chapter of the Ordinance No. 43.

It will be safer to refer cases which may require a heavier punishment than 5/ to the
supreme court, and which can always be done by transmitting the particulars, supported by
the necessary affidavits, to the Attorney-general. .

L shall teke the earliest opportunity of endeavouring to get the law amended ; but, until
that is done, the safest plan will be to adopt the course I have recommended. )

3. The next point to which I wish to draw the attention of the special justices, is to the
occasional difference of opinion between the managers and the apprenticed la_bou_rers_ as to
the quantity of work to be performed by the latter. I beg to refer the special justices to
the 6th article of their printed instructions of the 1st August 1834, and to the second para-
graph of the third head of the Report of the 2gth May 1834, marked B., attached to their
Instructions. The special justices will perceive, by reference to the 6th article of their
Instructions, that they are the sole and legitimate judges as to the diligence or idleness of
the labourer, and that the scale of labour proposed by the committee of planters, to whom
1t was referred to compile one, is to be considered 2s a desirable document in aid of the
€xperience and observation of the special justice ; and not as a code of rules never to be
departed from,

The special justices will further bear in mind that, as stated in the paragraph of the
Report already quoted, the scale of work submitted by the planters was considered by them
as applicable to effective labourers. The special justices, in all disputes about the quantity
of work exacted from the apprenticed labonrers, are required to keep the principles I have
explained in view, and to frame their decisions accordingly. :

" 4. There are a few estates, and I am happy to be able to say that there are only a few,

on which attempts are still made to harass the labourers, and to prevent their deriving any
106.—~11, benefit

BRITISH
GUIANA.
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benefit from that portion of the day which now legally belongs to them, by either calling
upon them to work morning and evening and to lay by in the middle of the day, or else by
unnecessarily dividing the whole of them into spells, and compelling the spells to relieve
each other at short stated periods. ) o
The remedy to these and all similar abuses is very simple, and is in the hands of the
special justice. The law enjoins the performance of seven and a half hours of labour per
day by every preedial labourer; but is silent as to the time when the work is to commence,
or when to finish. The plain and straightforward meaning and intent of the law is, how-
ever, that the apprentice labourer is to have a certain proportion of each day at his own
disposal, for his own benefit. All measures tending to deprive him of this advantage are
hostile to the spirit and to the purport of the law, and must be resisted by the special
justices. The special justice can have nothing to do with the enforcement of the labour at
ours which ought to be at the disposal of the labourer. The labourers must afford seven
and a half hours of labour, or such an equitable extent of task-work as may be agreed upon
between them and the manager, daily to the estate. The special justice is not, however, to
suffer the hours of labour to%)e selected at the caprice of the employer or person acting for
him, so as wantonly and unnecessarily to harass the labourer. In these particulars the
special justice will exercise his own judgment, taking care, on the one side, that the estate
derives the legal advantage of the seven and a half hours of daily labour "the labourer is
bound to afford ; and, on the other, protecting the labourer from all and every restraint or
compulsion beyond the performance of the work enjoined by law.

I am, &ec.

To each Justice of the Peace (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
in British Guiana.

— No. 244. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 January 1836.

I BAavE received your Despatch of the 11th of November last, enclosing instruc-
tions, dated the gth of that month, and marked  circular and confidential,” which
you had addressed to the various special justices of British Guiana.

I have read those instructions with the attention due to the importance of the
subject, and I do not perceive in them any injudicious or objectionable regulation.
So far as it is possible for me to judge, at this distance from the colony, % regard
them as very well calculated to promote the great object you had in view ; that is,
to secure a firm, just and impartial administration of the {aw for the government of
apprenticed labourers.

1 have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
— No. 245. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 11 Nov. 1835.

I VENTURE to express my hope that the accompanying Circular to the three
sheriffs of this colony, bringing, as it does, the transactions of the courts of inferior
criminal jurisdiction more immediately under the cognizance of the Governor; and
affording facilities for the extension of the King’s Royal Prerogative of mercy, in
cases in which it may be advisable that the clemency of the Crown should be
manifested, will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. I have in fact only

~ applied an acknowledged principle (already acted upon with respect to the King’s

supreme criminal court in this province), to His Majesty’s inferior criminal court;
and in which latter courts an occasional perusal of their proceedings, and when
advisable, a remission of their sentences, cannot but be productive of general good.
2. In the district courts held for the trial of apprenticed labourers, % had already
acted upon the principle that the King could remit, either in part or in totality, the
sentences of any of his criminal courts; and although my irregular interference (as
it was called), created an angry exciteinent amongst the planters, yet I persevered,
and framed my directions to the special justices, who presided in these courts,
accor dingly
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accordingly.  As these district courts are now done away with by His Majesty’s
Order in Council of and the power they possessed has been transferred
to the stipendiary special justices, I only allude to the circumstance to show that
T have constantly acted upon the principle I have referred to, and with the happiest
success.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

CircuLAR to the Three Sheriffs.

Government Secretary’s Office, Guiana Public Buildings,
Sir, 14th October 1835.

A the conclusion of each session of an inferior criminal court, His Excellency requests
that a return may be transmitted to him of the names and stations in life of the several
prisoners who may have been tried, the particulars of the crime or offence of which each
may have been accused, and (if convicted) the nature and extent of the punishment awarded.
The return to be duly signed. by your Honor. His Excellency authorizes your Honor, in
all cases where corporal punishment may have been sentenced, to suspend the execution of
the same, and to report forthwith to the Lieutenant-Governor, whenever it may appear to
you that there are grounds for the extension of the King’s pardon.

I have, &e.

To his Honor George Bagot, (signed) H. E. F. Young,
High Sbheriff., Government Secretary.

Governor’s Apartments, Guiana Public Buildings,
Sir, gth September 1835.

By virtue of the power and authority vested in me as His Majesty’s representative in
this province, I do hereby authorize you, or such special justice of the peace as shall in
your absence preside at any district court within your district, to suspend (wheuever it may
appear to you or to such special justice to be advisable) the execution of any sentence
awarded by the said court of special justices; reporting to me without delay, and trans-
mitting at full length, the reasons by which you, or he, may have been induced to recom-
mend the offender as a fit object for the exercise of His Majesty’s unquestionable prero-
gative of the power of pardoning. .

1 have, &c.

To the Chairman of the District Sessions (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
of the Judicial District (A).

- NO. 24‘6- -_—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 11 January 1836.

1 HAVE received your despatch, dated the 11th of November last, enclosing the
€opy of a circular letter, addressed by you to the three sheriffs of British Guiana,
calling upon them to make periodical reports of all criminal cases upon which they
should be called to adjudicate ; and to bring under your special notice every such
case in which there may be an apparent ground for the exercise of the royal prero-
gative of mercy.

I do not find in the terms of these instructions anything to which I could object.
On the contrary, they appear to me to be correct in principle, and to afford the
Prospect of material advantage in the. dispatch of this branch of the public service.
If I do not express a decided and unqualified approbation of the measure, it is
merely because I am not aware of the particular circumstances under which these
orders may bave been promulgated, and because I cannot but remember, thqt a
proceeding of this nature may derive much of its significancy from the occasion,
whatever it may have been, which gave it birth.

I have, &c.

signed Glenelg.
166—1L. (signed) s

BRITISH
GUIANA.,

No. 246.
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BRITISH
GUIANA. — No. 247. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 11 Nov. 1835.
No. 247. I BEG to lay before your Lordship, in the hopes that His Majesty will be

Ordi No. 6 graciously pleased to signify his royal approbation thereof, an Ordinance (No. 64),
Pr{nt‘:;“;;e;h:‘ * for the more speedy recovery of debts not exceeding the sum of 5[ sterling. An
Appendix, No. 106, Ordinance to the above effect has been long wanted, and His Majesty’s approba-
tion of the same will be a great boon to the poorer classes of the community of
this province.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

— NO- 2’1‘8. -—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 January 1836.
No. 248 I navE received your Despatch, dated 11 November 1835, enclosing an prdi-
T rance passed by yourself, with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy of
Pritish Guiana, entitled ¢ An Ordinance for the more speedy recovery of debts
not exceeding the sum of 5 /. sterling.”

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to confirm and allow this Ordinance.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 249. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 12 Nov. 1835.
No. 249. Wirn reference to my Despatch of the 22d July, 1 have the honour to lay

before your Lordship a precis of the reports from my 15 stipendiary justices for
the month of October. »

I have, &c.
{signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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EPITOME of the MoxTHLY REPORTS from the FirTeEN STIPENDIARY SPECIAL Jusrices in British Guiana,
for the Month of October 1835.

3

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

Easterx Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

WesTERN Division.
C. J. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. Are the labourers in
your district civil, contented,
and cheerful ?

Not in general. I have

visited 17 estates.

They are so with the ex-
ception of a portion of them
on the ¢ Cove and John.'

Visited twenty-nine estates
(names given) during the
month.

2. Have they performed
their work during the last
.month with alacrity and
good will ?

The work has not been
generally done with good
will,

With the above exception,
they have,

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed ? If yes—
have the goodness to name
the estate, the roprietor, or
his attorney, ang the manager,
in order that an enquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

It has not been readily
performed on plantations
* Spring Hall, John Jones,
attorney ; Robert Trotman,
manager ;—¢ Helena,” Geo.
Rainey, attorney ; W. Frazer,
manager ;—* La bonne Mere,’
G. C. Bell, attorney; K. M.
Sutherland, manager ;- Good
Hope,” John Douglas, attor-
ney ; Peter Innes, manager;
—*¢ Broom Hall,’ W, Booker,
attorney and manager.

The work has not been
willingly performed by the
gang employed on the ¢ Cove
and John’ in tying and re-
lieving trash., The cane cut-
ters were troublesome at
first, but a few slight punish-
meuts, and a few severe repri-
mands, have had the desired
effect, and they are now doing
better. Mr. Hopkinson, pro-
prietor ; and Mr. Black, ma-
nager.

They have performed their
work with alacrity and good
will, on all the estates, with
the exception of four.

4. I8 task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
tict? or do the labourers
prefer working the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law ?

Task-work is in general
voluntarily resorted to by the
apprenticed labourers ; who,
however, occasionally prefer
the 73 hours.

Not generally. The labour-
ers prefer working the 73
hours on the estates in my
district, with the exception
of those on ¢Chapman’s
Grove,” where they are doing
task-work.

’

On plantations ¢ Enterprise,
¢ Lusignam,’ ¢ Vryherd’s Lust,’
and ¢ Kitty,” the work has not
been readily performed. The
first, — Grant, esq. attorney;
E. Lynch, manager ;—the
second, — Spencer, esq. ma-
nager and J. C. Lund ;—the
third is under sequestration,
George Rainy, esq. and A.
Simpson, esq. manager :—
D. Ross, the fourth, N. M.
Manger, esq. proprietor; J.

Durdier, manager.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
In your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of

e day, and then to complete
thelr seven hours and a half
m the afternoon, (by which
d1v1s19n of their labour they
bave httlg or no time to them-
selves)—ifyes, have the good-
1ess to name the estates, pro-
Prietors or attorneys, and the
Managers,

1661,

When task-work is not re-
sorted to, the hours of labour
in most general use are from
seven to eleven, and one to
half-past four p.m., this is
the case on six estates; and
from seven to eleven, and half-

ast one to five o’clock, this
Is the case on five estates.
On plantation ‘Fellowsh’ and
¢ Farm,” the forty-five hours
per week is performed in five
days and nine hours per day ;
as also by the labourers em-
ployed in Messrs. Rogers’
boat-building establishment.

The hours in use are from
seven to eleven, and from one
to half-past four. The names
of the estates are ©Doch-
four, ¢Cove and John,
¢ Ann’s Grove,” ¢ Beehive.
At Greenfield they work the
73 hours off, without resting
in the day, and the same is
the case at the ¢ Hope,” and
at ¢Chapman’s Grove.’

From six o'clock to one
and two. On no estate are
the labourers compelled to
lay by for two or three hours
in the middle of the day.
There has been one instance
of the apprentice preferring
a division of labour, but this
only for a week or ten days.
They then resumed their la-
bour as usual,

(continued on page 88.)
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October 1835.

DISTRICT (C.)

Towx.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. (acting.)

River.
Captain Delafons, B.N.

Urrer RIVER.
George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D,
Captain J. A, Allen,

Answers to Question 1.

1 refer with pleasure to the
continued decrease, both in

the number of convictions,
as appears by the answer to
Question 10, as a proof of
the increasing good conduct
of the apprenticed labourers
in this town. To this ques-
tion, therefore, 1 can answer
in the affirmative.

corporal chastisements and |

Yes, generally, with some
exceptions.  Five estates
(names given) have been vi-
sited this month.

In general they are. Ihave
visited ten estates and the
hospitals on them during the
month. Except on the plan-
tations indicated in No. 3,
the apprenticed labourers with
whom I have conversed ap-
pear to be contented.

————

Yes, with few excent;

I visited twenty-four g;:f:
(names given) during
month, on none of which wer,
any complaints made by th,
apprenticed labourers, ply.
tation ¢ Maria’s Lodge’ &.
cepted.

Answers to Question 3.

\

On the ground above stated,
I can say that they have.

Generally they have—some
exceptions.

With as much alacrity and

{ good will as might reasonably

be expected from people cir-
cumstanced as they are.

Yes, in most instances,

Answers to Question 3.

( Not applicable to this town.

No, generally. There are
idle apprentices, who have
been repeatedly brought be-
fore me for transgressions
and not performing their
duty, as will be seen by my
monthly reports of punish-
ments,

On plantations ¢Little
Drummond,” ¢ Frienship’
and ¢ Garden of Eden,” the
work has been unwillingly
performed. I hope to be
able to erase plantation
¢ Friendship’ from the list of
discontented estates in my
next Report ; but to counter-
balance that,some symptoms
of dissatisfaction begin to

manifest themselves on plan- |

tation ¢Profit, H. Dunkin,
manager ; Arch. Macqueen,

| administrator,

- the month on plantatin

The work has not be
readily performed for part of

e
1
|

‘Maria's Lodge,’ Meun.
Lane & Paul, attorneys; T
Johnson, manager; °Clan
tilly,’ A. Stevenson, proptic
tor; C.H. Jones, manager.

!
\

Answers to Question 4.

( Few in this town work by

-task, Most of them are do-
mestics, tradesmen, porters,
&c. and work for nine hours.

They work the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

Task-work in almost eve!]
instance, is resorted to.
labourers would generl]
prefer working 7} hOl_lﬁ:‘
permitted to do so, Wit
resting.

\
;_.—-—/

Answers tc Question 5.

I have not heard of any
vexatious divisions of the
hoqrs of labour in this town.

From seven a.m, until half-
past 2 p.m. There are some
few exceptions to the above
in females who repair to the
field later, consequently re-
main later. ,

Generally from seven. to
half-past two. On plantation
‘Profitt the manager has
again insisted on breaking
off the gang in the middle of
the day.

Labour usually commen®
at seven, and continues Ut
a certain given quantty
work has been comple!
with or without resi%
Where no proper understast
ing exists between emplof?
and employed on this subjes:
the hours which I have[s
down for labour are i
seven to eleven o'clock:
from twelve - to balf s
three ; being seven and &
hours.
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT: (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (H.)
Captain Coleman,

1 have during the month
visited the hospitals on five
estates, names given. The
apprenticed labourers appear
contented, cheerful and civil.

Perfectly so. Ihave visit-
ed the hospitals of 22 estates
on Leguan, 19 on Waaken-
ham, and three on Ha
Island, comprising the whole
of the estates in t%is district.

They are v enerally so.
1 havZ visitzg gu estZtes,
names given, and the hospi-
tals thereon. The sick are
not numerous, and appear to
be well taken care of,

Yes, generally, I visited
14 estates (names given) and
the hospitals thereon during
the month,

With very few exceptions, Yes, They have on every estate
the labourers have performed in this district.
their work with alacrity and
goodwill.

If an exception could be | No, The work has not been

made, I must name planta-
tion ¢ Nouvelle Flandres;’
but this is with respect ox;lly
to the men employed haul-
ing the punts. A remedy
will be found by purchasing
oxen.

Mr. Lane, attorney.

Mr. Murray, manager,

unwillingly performed,
any estate in this district,

on

Yes, generally.

Yes, on plantation #Cale-
donia;’ the Hon. George
Rainey, attorney;  John
M<Pherson, manager.

Generally throughout the
district, y €

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to and preferred,

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district. -

The bell rings on most
Estates at seven, and the
avourers usually remain un-
til their task is finished.

166.—JI.

The working hours are
from about six to twelve, one,
two, three, four, five and six,
according to circumstances
and the bargain made. Upon
no estates are the labourers
compelled to lay by in the
middle of the day.

They go to work at half-
past six or seven, and finish
at their option. They are
not compelled to lay by in
the middle of the day on any
estate in this district.

Generally from 7 a. M. to
3 P.M. Thereare no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question
applies.

(contz'mcar on page 0.)
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October 1835.]
DISTRICT (I.)
George Rose, Esq. (acting).

DISTRICT (K.)
Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Egg,

[ Generally they are ; during
the month I have been on

I consider they are at pre-
sent. I have visited every

During the month [ have
visited 13 estates and their

I have visited all the estafey,
except ¢ Eliza and M

———"—

Answers to Question 3.

\

Wm. Henry and P. N. Mac-
kay. Plantation ¢ New Fo-
rest) Richardson and Grim-
mond; Grimmmond, manager.
Plantation ¢ Friends,” Wil-
liam Forsyth; James Forsyth,
manager. The women on
plantation ¢ Highbury ;* J.
Alves ; J. Junor, manager.

the best gangs they are idle
and indifferent characters, as
may be seen from the pro-
ceedings during the month ;
such of course excepted.

- every estate in the district; | estate in the district. No | hospitals (names, &c. given), | and ¢Skeldon,’ during
S | on some two, three and four | complaints were made. and have found the labourers | month. The labourers j
# | times, and in most of the civil, tolerably contented and | general are civil, contentsy
§ hospitals. cheerful, and cheerful.
3
w
:
2
=N

~
o Yes, generally. Generally. In general they have. Yes, with few exception,
2
-8
8
&
2!
§
8
£
‘ ~

f No, except by a few. Plantation ¢ Lonsdale, ’ Generally it has not; in No.

Answers to Question 4.

——,

[ Yes, it s generally pre-
ferred by the labourers.

Itis. On no estate have
the labourers to work the
7% bours. On several estates
the Saturday in each week is
given,

Task-work is most generally

referred by the apprenticed
abourers ; they work it dili-
gently, and in so doing are
early at home, some at one,
some at two o’clock.

A specified portion of wot
is usually allotted to e
labourer.

eca—t—

Answers to Question 5.

-

From 7 a. M. to balf-past
two, and in many instances
as early as half-past twelve
or one o’clock, and generally
optional whether they rest or
not during their task.

From 7 a. . till the day’s
labour is performed.

As the labourers in general
Prefer task-work, they finish
1t as it suits themselves ; they
are not controuled in that.
The bell is rung or shell
blown at the usual time, how-
ever, to mark the time.

Work is generally co
menced about seven 0
and the labourers return v
they have completed &
portions of specified wotk.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTerx Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

WEesTERN Division.
C. J. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M, Lyons, Esq.

cm—————

¢. Do'the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
pame the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made, and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from six bits

to two guilders per week, and

occasionally a dollar; the pay-
ments are. made on demand.
No offer has been made to the
field-labourers to induce them
to perform extra labour.

able wages and prompt payment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause you attribute the refusal

on the part of the labourers,

- On the ¢ Bee-hive Estate,”
the labourers are performing
extra work for hire; the rate
of wages is two guilders per
weck, which will be paid to
them monthly. The labourers
employed in the building
houses on all the estates in
my district, receive an allow-
ance in money, varying from
two to four guilders per week.

In the manufacture of sugar,
picking coffee and cotton, they
perform extra labour for hire ;
the sugar plantations pay two
stivers per hour; picking
coffee ten stivers for one
basket, over the two they ex-
pected to give their employer.
The payments are weekly
and monthly: the great dif-
ficulty in procuring small mo-
ney obliges the proprietor or
manager to pay sometimes
monthly.

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist autho-
rity, by force, in your dis-
trict? If there have been any,
name the estates on which
such occurrences have taken
place.

In one instance on planta-
tion, ¢ Spring-hall,’ the ap-
prenticed labourer guilty of
this offence set the authority
of the constables at defiance.

None.

On plantation ¢Kitty,” 31st
October inst. abouttwenty-five
women, apprenticed labourers,
conducted themselves in a
most unruly manner, in at-
tempting to rescue four men
convicted by me of conspiring
not to perform their work, and
sentenced to be punished by
whipping.

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute

The neglect of work has
has been so general on plan-
tations ¢ Spring-hall,’ ¢ He-
lens,” ¢ Good Hope,” and
¢ Broom-hall,’ that I have
been compelled to attribute it
combination.

it to any combination or conspiracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and disorderly apprentices that you

bave had complaints made ?

I should say certainly, that
there must be a combination
among a portion of the la-
bourers on ¢ Cove and Jobn.’
I cannot discover the motive
for such combination at pre-

On plantation ¢ Kitty,” the
women have attempted to set
all authority at defiance ; the
whole have combined together
not to perfom their work.

sent. It is, however, very evident that they could doa
proper portion of work if they were so disposed. I have
hitherto avoided resorting to severe corporal punish-

ment.
desired effect.

An example or two will, I think, have the

9. Has the attendance of the
predial labourers at church,.
and of the children at sehool,
been regular, and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district,

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation afforded them, ‘I'hat of
their children at school has
been to the full of the very
limited opportunities open to
them.

There are neither chapels or
schools unfortunately in my
portion of the district; many,
however, go to the church at
¢ Euart,” as well as to that at
Mabhaica.

The attendance of the la-
buurers at church this month
bas not been so good. I attri~
bute this to many of them
going to Mr. Ketley’s chapel
(only three estates from the
church) that bas been erected
about three weeks; the attend-
ance of the children at school
has been the same as usual.

10. Have you, individually,
a3 a magistrate, and has the
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month?—and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case,

—

Eight : one, 12 stripes; two,
15 each ; one, 20; one, 31;
three, 25 each,

Six : one, 15 stripes ; five,
10 each.

Seven: two, 9 stripes each;
three, 20 each: two, 30 each.

11. Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in au-
thority over the przdial la-

ourers, been fined or other-
Wise punished by the court
over which you preside during

The manager of plantation
¢ Spring-hall,” was fined 30s.

for preferring a frivolous com- |

plaint,

the preceding month, for misconduct towards any la-

urer or labourers? Have

there been any instances of

the labourers baving been detained at work beyond the

legal hours ?—and,

in such case, has the shilling per

our for each individual labourer been levied ?

1 66"1[.

None.

None.

(continued on page 92.)
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October 1835.] DISTRICT (C)
DISTRICT (D)
Towx. River. Ur pEr RIVER. Captain Allen,
W. J. Brittain, Esq., (acting,) Captain Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq.

Answers to Question 6.

Not applicable to this divi-
sion of the district.

None, but in the manufac-
ture of sugar.

Extra work for hire is ge-
nerally performed about the
boiling-houses, at the rate of
one and a half to two bits
a day; payment prompt. In
the field extra work for hire
is rarely performed.

The statement respectiy
extra work, wages and mo,
of payment, has not varied j;
any particular since the repot
of last month, where te
whole was fully detailed,

Answers to Question 7.

No instance of combined or
violent resistance to authority
has come to my knowledge.

—

None.

At plantation ¢Little Dia-
mond, some of the gang be-
haved riotously on the 2gth
Ocrober, instant, and resisted
the authority of the consta-
bles,

There has been an instanc
of insubordination in not staye
ing the legal number of hom
in the field, and disobeying
signals, by part of the gang
plantation ¢ Maria’s Lodg/
but no attempt to resist auth-
rity by force.

All the complaints during

Where such conduct is visi-
ble, I attribute it to the idle
and disorderly.—Vide reply,
No. 3.

There has been no regular
combination or conspiracy.

I attributed the above mis
conduct to a combination 0
the part of the labourers, b
induce the manager to allor
their working the seven ad
and a half hours, without ayy
interval of rest, There wer,
however, some well grounde
complaints against the m
nager, which originally ledts
this irregularity.

% | the month have been against
§ individuals for absence from,
3 | or neglecting their work, and
S these are diminishing in num-
o ) ber, and general extent and
% | delinquency.

g

W

s

2

~

& ([ The means for affording
= | education and attendance at
-2 | divine service are extending
§ | in this town, and the attend-
< | ance of apprenticed labourers
8\ on both appears to increase in
2 the same proportion.

g

S

<

Yes.

The attendance at church
and school has been regular,
but there is room for improve-
ment in the system of educa-
tion,

The attendance of the pre-
dial labourers at St. Marki
church, and of their childm
at school there, has not varie
since last month, Neithe
has been equal to the lol
accommodation.

=]

Answers to Question 10.

One, 20 stripes. The. total
number of convictions during
the month was 20.

N

U

I have purposely avoided
inflicting the lash ; yet I fear
there are two or three idle
and unruly apprentices that
richly merit it.—None.

I have not.

Three: one, 25 stripsi
two, 1/ stripes.

ey

~ Answers to Question 11.

N

None.

None.

The manager of plantation
¢ Friendship’ bas been fined
by me, for illegally confining
in the stocks, and also for as-
saulting some of the appren-
ticed labourers attached to
that estate.

One employer has be#
fined 3/, this montb, for ¥
assault upon his appresti®,
There has been no compli
from any labourer of hav
been detained beyond the I
gal hours,
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlett, Eeq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

Only about the buildings,
such as boilermen, engineers,
firemen, &c.; they are gene-
rally paid weekly in silver,
at two stivers per hour.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers perform extra labour
for hire. Upon some estates
the whole gang is paid; on
others enly those about the
buildings. ‘The wages are
from one bit to three guilders
per week. The payments are
made at the end of one, two,
three, four and tive months.

Extra labour for hire is
now very generally perform-
ed. The raté of wages is
generally from one guilder
to 1} per diem, according to
the nature of the work. They
are gencraliy paid monthly;
but on some estates the la-
bourers prefer being paid
quarterly,

Yes, on almost all the es-
tates, at the rate of from
three to six guilders per
week, paid weekly, except
when change cannot be pro-
cured.

None of any consequence.

None,

Nothing of this kind of the
least importance has occur-
red.

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination ;
but no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

It is generally the same
idle and disorderly people
against whom complaints are
made.

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints are
made.

Solely with regard to the
latter.

There have been many
complaints made against idle
and disorderly apprentices;
but such misconduct has not
been so general as to induce
me to sttribute it to any
combination or conspiracy.

The Rev. (name - omitted)
has of late frequently attend-
el at plantation ¢ Hague,
and performed Divine Service

to a large congregation. Mr,
Scott’s church and school are
well attended.

The churches and schools
are always well attended.
The churches in this district
do not afford accommodation
for one-half of the population
of the district. “There is a
great want of schools.

As regular as usual, and to
the full extent.

Yes.

One - 12 stripes.
Ditto 15 ditto.

Six - 20 ditto each.
One - 30 stripes.

Nine.

.King, a constable, compro-
mised a0 assault by paying
to complainant g0 dollars,

One - - 39 stripes. One - 35 stripes. Four 1j5stripeseach.
Eich Four - 20 ditto each. | Eight{ Three2o ditto.
18It oo - 15 ditto. One 30 ditto.
One - 12 stripes,
No. One person (an employer) Yes; the Manager of plan-

16C.—17,

has been fined for striking an
apprenticed labourer in his
service,

tation ¢ Caledonia’ was al-
lowed to compromise for an
assault on an apprenticed la-
bourer bf' payment to him
of 44 guilders; and an over.
seer of plantation ¢ Anna
Reging’ was allowed the
same on payment to the ap-
prenticed labourer of three

(continued on page 94.)

guilders,
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October 1835.
DISTRICT (1.)
George Rose, Esq. (acting.)

DISTRICT (K).
Jokn M¢Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M,
J. O. Lockhart Muir, Eyg,

-

Offers to hire for extra
labour are not general ; occa-

On all estates the persons
employed about the buildings;

Yes; the labourers are
hired either to the properties

_ Very little extra labou fy
hire is performed, exce t oo

& | sionally on the sugar estates | average rate of wages two | they belong to, or to other | casionally at ¢ Skeldon. T,
= | boilermen and firemen per- | bits. ~ On plantation ¢ New | neighbouring estates, for rea- rate of wages varies aco,
‘2 } form it, and at present some Forest ’ the womea cut canes sonable wages and prompt ing to the kind of work p
¢ | of the cotton estates have | for hire, receiving six bits | payment. quired ; payments are mg
& | hired lsbourers to prepare | for two 7-feet cords, On wgekly. Reasonable w 3
8 | the last crop. Paid weekly, | plantation ¢ Lochaber’ and with weekly payments, by
£ | or when asked for, ¢ Sandvoat’ many of the males been offered for field Iaby
H did trench-work, and earned andrejected. [ attribute )

2 at the rate of six bits per refusal to a disinclination ¢

N day. Also on plantation the part of the laboureny
¢ Philadelphia’ seven, and do extra labour for hire,
L ¢ Adelphe’ on same terms. less they get high wages &

| No No. No. No.

8
g
)
<
2
§

]
<
\
[ Onlyof a few idle and dis- | = Yes, on plantation ¢ Lons- |  As far as my experience |  No.
e | orderly that 1 have had com- | dale,” and amongst the young | goes (being only one month
§ | plaints made. men on plantation ¢ New | in the district)such combina-
2 Forest.’ tion and conspiracy exist ge-

3 nerally only amongst a few
C. idle and disorderly appren-

2 ticed labourers ; and such,

g after a fair trial, are set to
2 right in the pale of Ordinance
§ No. 43.

L ‘

. Yes. It has, I have heard nothing to the The attendance at Dirin
:’ contrary. The Rev. J. Ross | Service, for the churchism
.8 is gone to Europe for the | yet finished, has beenam
3 benefit of his health, and | gular and full as undet pt
S occasionally Divine Service | sent circumstancescouldhi
o < is now performed by a minis- | been expected.

o ter, though every Sunday Mr.

§ Henery, the catechist, reads
] to the congregation.
~

\
; - . . ipes esdh

. One - - 25 stripes. One - 39 stripes. Two. 25 stripes each. fTwo 2o stripes
S 5 sirip Four- | Four - 3o ditto each. Seveny pive 39 ditto. Four \Two 12 ditto.

8 teen | Ditto 20  ditto,
£ Five - 15 ditto.

3
>4
2
£
8
=
M

e
No. No complaint preferred. No. No.
P
-2
g

S
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g
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTery Divisiow.
K. Heyland, Esq.

WEesTERN Divisiow.
C. H. Sirutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respect-
ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subject ?
In the event of any com-
plaints having been made to
you, have you carefully in-
vestigated into the matters
and caused justice to be ren-
dered to the parties as far as
it was in your power? State
the number and the nature of
the complaints, which may
have been preferred to you
in general terms.

Yes, respecting the hours
of labour ; also respecting the
quantity of labour required
from them when they choose
task-work, and respecting the
sentences of a special justice
of the peace.

I have had complaints re-
specting the destruction of
some pigs belonging to & la-
bourer at ¢ Anne’s Grove
I think I shall not be able to
do anything in the matter, as
the pigs were trespassing at
the time. In consequence of
the absence of some of the
parties I cannot investigate
the case until next week, I
will however take care that
justice shall be done to the
injured party.

There have been some
complaints relative to work,
and also saying they are sick
when reported by the medical
attendant of the estates fit for
work. On one estate the la-
bourers complained of not
having the three pounds of
fish. I found that the right
quantity bad been divided
between them, but ordered it
to be weighed separately.

" 13. Have any of the free-

children upon any of the

None.

estates in your district been bound apprentices during
the last month? If yes, name the estates upon which

such occurrences have taken
transactions were with the free
of the parents of the children.

place, and state if the
consent and approbation

There have been none.

None.

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district ? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and
is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains issued
for them? or are they fed out
of the allowance due to their
parents? When their mothers
are at work in the field, is a
woman specially appointed to

The children are invariably
provided for, as when in a
state of slavery, with the ex-
ception of those of plantation
‘ Woodlands,” who do not
receive an allowance of fish.
Medical assistance and hospi-
tal treatment are furnished
gratuitously. A nurse is al
waysfound to take care of
them when their parents are
at labour,

take care of their young chil-

dren, and exempted from all other duty? Are the chil-
dren when unwell allowed the advantage of the medical
assistance and hospital treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they were in a state of slavery ?

The children are fed gra-
tuitously. There are women
appointed to take care of the
young children. They are
allowed medical assistance,
the same as when in a state
of slavery.

The children are fed and
taken care of in the same
manner as when in a state of
slavery. Women are speci-
ally appointed to take care
of the children when their
mothers are at work in the
field. On all the estates.they
have the same medical treat-
ment as formerly.

———

(continued on page g6.)

15. On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
blished? Name the estates,
Proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools,

None. Thereisbut one in
the district, kept at the Wes-
leyan Mission-house, Ma-
haica,

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
May wish to convey to the

leutenant - Governor, con-
Dected with the peace, tran-
Quillity, and happiness of the
district under your superin-

dence? |f yes, state the
same,

166,11,

Unfortunately, there are
none in my portion of the
district.

No increase or decrease in
the schools since my former
report,

None.

signed) K. Heyland
(signed) 5.J.F

Nil.

signed) C. H. Strutt,
(signed) S.J.P.

The district is very quiet,
with the exce’ption of plan-
tation ¢Kitty' There has
been a decrease in the corpo-
ral punishments, and also 47
convictions less than last
month.

(signed) 4. M. Lsyo‘rlu,P
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96 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
October 1835. DISTRICT (C)
Towx. River. Urrer River,

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (acting).

Captain Delafons, r.x.

George Ross, Esq.

Captain ‘Allen.

(signed) W. J, Brittain,
L S.J.P.

(signed) Thos. Delafons,
S. J.P.

(signed) George Ross,
S.J. P

None - None decided by me, but Five complaints have been | Fourteen, all of which we,
one has been handed over to | made for confining in the | substantiated, have been 1.
His Majesty’s Attorncy-gene- | stocks, and three for beating | dressed, or are in progres f
. ral, beihg a complaint against | or assaulting. I have inves- | being so. ,
o an apprenticed labourer on | tigated the cases, and done
- plantation ¢ Ruimveld’ for | justice to the parties as far
-_§ defrauding three young wo- | as was in my power.
g men of nine joes, left by
& their father in the keeping
S of this man.
&
g8
=2
<
-
%! None. None. None. No free children have bl
& bound apprentices last mond,
2
§
g
=
~ |
( As far as my limited means Fed from the stores of the Except on plantations Children are usuall fed‘
of information on thissubject | estates gratuitously, and wo- | ¢ Little Diamond,’ ¢ Friend- | by an allowance of fish a
go, I have generally found | men are specially appointed ship,’ ¢ Garden of Eden,’ and | plantains, unless when vy
. | that opulent employers sup- | to take care of the young | ¢ Prospeiity,’ the children | young, in which case them
3 | port these free children, while | children, and when they are | have an extra allowance "of | thers receive a little barly,
« | poorer employers throw the | unwell are freely admitied | provisions. There are no { rice, or sugar in lieu }
.§ burden of their support | into the hospital. exceptions on the score of | purse is appointed for th
‘% | wholly on the mothers. medical attendance and the | young children, and theym
S& providing of nurses, except | reported to receive medid
e one solita instance on | attentions as when in astit
g plantation ¢ Friendship.’ of slavery. ‘
$ |
|
g ( This question does not Rome and Honston. There are two schools, one Schools are established ¢
-2 | apply to the Town. on plantation ¢ Perseverance,’ | instruction given on %
% and the parish school at | estates. (Names &c. gival
& { Peter’s Hall. 1
2
'g‘ |
=
=\ -
( s
I wish to draw his Excel- | Recommends a constabu- | It is desirable that st
lency’s attention to the im- | lary force, which would be regulations be established !
provement amongst the fe- | more satisfactory to the ap- | lawfor the care, dietand ge*
< males, viz. that out of 50 | prenticed labourers, treatment of the aﬁ renticd
= complaints brought before me labourers when sick, and i
.8 this month, 11 are the first all hospitals be placed on o
% time, three of whom were uniform footing with reg
& either pardoned at the re- to internal regulations
S quest of the accuser or ad- superintendence.
é monished by myself.
<

(signed) J. 4. /é”‘”'n
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

DISTRICT (E.) -
Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

None.

No complaints have been
made, except that before
stated.

Yes, two, as stated in the
answer to the last question;
and one of A. L. Mina, of
plantation ¢ Mainstay,’ against
the manager, for keeping her
in solitary confinement with-
out legal authority: unde-
termined, one of the principal
witnesses heing absent. Mina
states she has no complaint
to make against the manager,
and never authorized her sis-
ter to make any.

None.

No.

None have been thus bouud.

No, none.

On plantations ¢ Hague,’
¢Groenveld’ and ¢ Met en Mur-
20g," 0o fund or doctor allowed
to the unapprenticed children.

¢ Yrees en Hoop® and ¢ Best,’
o food, but doctor allowed.
All the estates allow nurses. -

¢ Anna Catherina,’ ¢ William,”

The children are treated as
formerly, except upon ¢ Suce
cess,’ (of which Mr. Jones is
proprietor), where they bave
no allowance of food, but pro-
vided with medical attendance;
and upon ° Bellefield’ and
¢ Vertrower,” (owned by Mr..
Bovel), where they have nei-
ther an allowance of food nor
medical attendance found to
them,

" All the children are fed and
taken care of in every respect
in the same manner as whben
they were in a state of sla-
very.

The same as before, and no
complaints,

(continued on page 98.)

On six estates,

There is a school on ¢ Meer-
zog,’ Wakenhaam, of which
Mr., Bishop is attorney. Plan-
tations ¢ Endeavour’ and ¢ En-
terprize,’ of which Mr. M‘Rae
is proprietor and attorney, and
¢ Waterloo’ and ¢ Macquille,” of

(nameg, &c.given); butseveral
others are-in progress.

which Mr. Noble is pro-

prietor and attorney, have two schools between them.

. At present on four only,'

On one only, plantation
¢ Anna Regina,” — Stewart,
Esq., attorney, and Robert
Mackay, manager,

Nil,

(signed) Spry Bastler,

166.—I1.

‘| ferent estates could be paid

If the labourers on the dif-.

weekly, it would have the ef-
fect of teaching them the
value of muney and of labour,
of which they do not appear
to have a proper idea at
present.

S.J.P

(signed)  Geo. Killock,
S.

The apprenticed labourers
in this district have behaved
extremely well, and worked
with much assiduity during
the month.

Geo. Bell,

. . .

(signed)

None, but what have been
before submitted.

signed) Thos. Coleman,
Gigned) S. J.P.

J
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

October 1835.]
DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq. (acting.)

DISTRICT (X.)
Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L,
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M,
J. 0. M. Lackhart Muir, Esy,

No. No complaints. None of the least import-
ance, and found, after a care-
ful investigation, to be fri-

: volous.
(-]

-

2

2

S

P

<&

e

b

L

B

=

<

“ l.

bl No. None, No.
o

Q

)

8

Y

=

<

A complaint was preferre
by an apprenticed laboure
against the head overseer g
plantation ¢ Alness, for strikiny
him. The case is fully re.
ported in my record of com.
plaints herewith transmitted,
As is also a complaint againg
Mr. Cort, proprietor of pla
tation ¢ Hampshire,’ respecting
clothing and food.

No.

Answers to Question 14.

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st of August 1834.

L

The children are taken care
of, and receive the same treat-
ment as when in a state of
slavery.

On most of the estates in
this district the children under
six years of age have a gra-
tuitous allowance of food and
of medical attendance.

On three estates the chi-
dren are fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents; on
the others they are fed g
tuitously from the stores of
the estates. On all, wome
are specially appointed to take
care of the children, and they
have the advantage of med:
cal assistance and hospivl
treatment.

Answers to Quedion 15.

™

.

On most of the estates
there are schools among the
labourers themselves; on ses
veral there are -teachers en-
gaged, and those at the places
of worship.

Ou four estates, (names,
&ec. given).

On six estates, which are
enumerated.

None.

Answers to Question 16,

Nil,

(signed)  George Rose,
& S.J.

I am happy to state that the
labourers on plantation ¢ Lons-
dale’ are now performing their
work to the satisfaction of
their employers. A decided
improvement has taken place
on plantations ¢ Friends’ and
¢ New Forest.’

(signed) Jokn Macleod,
S.J.P.

None at presecnt.

(signed) A. Van Ryck de Groot,
S.J.P.

(True extracts from the monthly reports of the special justices.)
H. W. Ridley, Private Secretary.

NilL

(signed) J. O. LoclchartSM;ifi,
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— No. 250, —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 15th November 1835.

In the Despatch of the gth August, which I had the honour to address to
your Lordship, I presumed to point out several of the immediate, as well as the
prospective advantages which this colony might be expected to derive from the
operation of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 24th Jane 1835, confining
the cognizance of all matters between the apprenticed labourers and their em-
ployers to_the special justices ordered here from Europe. I am happy to be able
to assert that (as yet) my anticipations have been completely realized; the good
conduct, industry and subordination of the labourers throughout the whole of this
province cannot be exceeded by the same number of people in any part of the
world. On every estate on which the labourers have been complained of, it has
invariably appeared (upon investigation) that the attornies or managers had either
shot their pigs, grubbed up their provision grounds, insisted upon the daily labour
being performed at such intervals, so as to allow the labourer no benefit from his
change, or, by the commission of some injudicious act of a similar tendency,
deprived themselves of all claim upon the confidence of the apprenticed labourer,
and created an angry and discontented feeling. Happily, however, there are now
but few attornies or managers who are not convinced of the error of 'this system ;
and the happiness and cheerfulness prevalent throughout the colony, together with
the quantity of sugar and other produce manufactured and daily exported, are
irrefragable proofs of the prosperity of this province, and of the complete
superiority and triumph of mild measures over the harsh, degrading and revolting
conduct (formerly) judged indispensable. :

I bad the honour to lay before you with my Despatch, 11th November, a copy of
a confidential circular, which I deemed it proper to address to the stipendiary
magistrates on the gth inst. Your Lordship will perceive that I have availed
myself of the earliest opportunity of the additional authority and influence which
(in consequence of the removal of the colonial special justices) have devolved
upon me, to redress one or two of those grievances which the apprenticed labourers
were liable to suffer, and of which they occasionally complained, 'Che regulations
I have prescribed relative to the mode of carrying sentences into execution, as
also the explanations afforded to the special justice, upon the two important points
of the quantity of labour and the hours at which the same is to be performed,
will, I trust, remove a good deal of occasional heart-burning and disputes. I have
now respectfully to draw your Lordship’s attention to several additional errors or
omissions in our law, but which, without your Lordship’s interference and sup-
port, cannot, I am afraid, be so speedily and so effectually rectified as could be
wished.

The first point to which I have to request your Lordship’s attention is the
wording of the 13th section of the 5th chapter of the Ordinance (No. 43) for the
government of the apprenticed labourers in this colony. In that section it is
enacted, that if any employer shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, &c.
&c. any labourer, he shall be liable to 2 penalty not exceeding 20 ., or, in default
of payment, to an imprisonment not exceeding one month. As in a subsequent
enactment in the same Ordinance, viz. the 2d section of the 12th chapter, the word
“employer” is defined to mean the person who would be entitled to the possession of
the apprenticed labourer (were such apprenticed labourer still in a state of slavery),
it follows, if this definition is held to be legal, no attorney or manager would be
liable to the penalties of the enactment I have alluded to ; and that the enactment
itself must consequently be considered as illusive and fallacious, insomuch as there
are but few persons resident in this colony answering to the definition of the word
employer as detailed in the Ordinance. I take the liberty of requesting that this
error may be remedied by an Order of His Majesty in Council. Under letter (A.)
I have enclosed two short paragraphs, which I humbly conceive would effectually
remove all difficulties upon this head.

The next error in the Ordinance (No. 43) to which I have to solicit your Lord-
ship’s attention is the omission of any rules for the guidance of the appraisers
who (under the 6th section of the 7th chapter of the said Ordinance) are to value
the remaining services of any apprenticed labourer who may be desirous of pur-
chasing his immediate emancipation. The appraisers, for want of some such
guide to refer to, have hitherto valued the services of the apprenticed labourers

at so high a rate as to cause serious inconvenience and discontent ‘amongst such
166.—I1. of

GUIANA.

No. 250.
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of the labouring class as have been able to save a little money, and effectually to
deter many from purchasing their freedom who, at a more moderate price, would
gladly have availed themselves of this method of procuring immediate emancipa-
tion. It appears to me (I beg respectfully to state) that there are sufficient data to
form a just and equitable scale, by which apprenticed labourers in possession of
moderate means might be enabled to purchase their freedom. The Central Com.
missioners of Compensation have calculated the average value of a slave_in British
Guiana, on the 1st August 1834, at t14L 115. 53d. The share of the compen.
sation allotted to British Guiana affords, however, only 517 17s. 74d. per head.
If the slave proprietor had received 114. 11s 524, and the slave had been
immediately taken from him, he would have had no cause,of complaint, as he (in
such a case) would have received the fuil value of the property of which he was
deprived. He receives, however, 51/ 17s. 74d., and he 1s toShavefthe services
of the labourer for six years. It appears to me, consequently, that the difference
between the sum at which his slave was valued and the amount actually to be paid
him represents the pecuniary value of the services he is to receive for the six
years of the apprenticeship. This sum is, of course, liable to a diminution in
proportion to the length of the period of the apprenticeship which may have
passed away at the time when the apprenticed labourer wishes to purchase his
freedom. There would, of course, be two scales required, one for pradial and
one for non-praedial labourers, as one year's service from an apprentice of the latter
description is worth one year and a half of service from one of the former.
I do not think there would be any practical difficulty in constructing the scales
I have proposed; and if, without too strictly limiting the appraisers, they were
furnished, by the authority of an Order in Council, with a maximum and minimum
to assist their judgments, such a measure would not only be a great boon to the
apprenticed labourers, but it would be a wise and politic measure. The greater
the number of apprenticed labourers who may gradually obtain their freedom
before the 1st August 1840, the less will be the extent of the political shock
which, when that period arrives, must more or less be expected.

In my Despatch of the 12th of October, I have already submitted to your
Lordship the propriety of the habitations of the labourers, as also all hospitals
in which they are taken care of, being at all reasonable hours open to the special
justice, as also to the minister and licensed catechist of any sect of the Christian
religion whom the labourer may wish to see and converse with. On this subject
I have nothing further to add. ~ Several of the special justices bave suggested to
me the propriety of an enactment by which it may be made compulsory on the
proprietors, or, in his absence, his attorney, to keep the houses and buildings
allotted for the use of the labourers in good and sufficient repair; and if the
labourers of the estate are employed for the purpose, the work to be done during
the seven hours and a half of labour due to the estate, and not out of the labourers’
own time. In the justice of this suggestion I quite agree.

The last, but certainly not the least important measure which I feel it my duty
respectfully to . propose to your Lordship, is one connected with the Ordinance
(No. 42.) The Ordinance (No. 42) passed in this colony on the 8th of February
1834, and approved of by His Majesty on the 6th of June 1834, relates to the
classification and registration of slaves hereafter to become apprenticed labourers.
This Ordinance directs the classification returns to be prepared and sent in to the
registrar on or before the 1st of May; allows the month of May for the presenta-
tion of complaints and remonstrances as to erroneous classifications, and leaves
June and July as the period during which the judges of the supreme court were
to hear and decide summarily upon all such matters. The seventh section of the
said Ordinance declares, that every decision of such court respectively shall be
final and conclusive; and the eighth section enacts, that * when any question
shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such
corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive
evidence of the fact.” 'That returns prepared insuch a hurried manner should
contain many uccidental errors, it is easily to be imagined. 1t is moreover to be
borne in mind, that the words * preedial attached, preedial unattached and non-
pradial” were perfectly unintelligible tq the mass of the lahouring population, and
indeed in very many instances were not clearly comprehended by the managers and
attornies. Under thesg circumstances, I do not wish in the slightest degree to
disturb these registration and classification lists, as far as the pecuuiary interests
of the parties concerned may be involved, or the compensation question be affected.
The words “ prazdial and non-praedial ” are, however, now better understood by the

lal, surers,
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labourers, and it appears to me that it would be at variance with the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery to compel a labourer (who can show by indisputable proofs
that he ought to have been clessed as a non-predial) to continue in the class of
preedial because his employer has erroneously so returned him (whether fraus
dulently or accidentally), and to afford two additional years of gratuitous labour
more than the law has prescribed. The remedy which has occurred to me as best
applicable, and which I conceive it my duty respectfully to submit to your Lord-
ship, is for His Majesty in Council to declare, that so long as the system of
apprenticed labour continues, so long the judges of the supreme court may and
are to receive all and any complaints, whether from apprenticed labourers, or
parties acting for them; or the special justices relative to any alleged erroneous
classification of such labourers; and that the said judges be authorized and required
to hear and decide in a summary way in all such matters with method, punc-
tuality and despatch. I humbly conceive that some such arrangement is absolutely
necessary to ensure to every one the possession of that exact situation to which
the law for the Abolition of Slavery entitles him. With reference to the fore-
going remarks, I take the liberty of laying before your Lordship the particulars
of two cases out of the many which have been made known to me,

I have, &c.
J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure (A.) in No. 250.

WHEREAS by the 2d section of the 12th chapter of an Ordinance, entitled, ® An Ordinance
for the government and regulation of apprenticed Labourers,” bearing date the 8th day of
March 1834, and published, with His Majesty’s approbation, on the 22d day of July follow-
ing, it was among other things enacted, “ Thai whenever the word ‘employer’ should have
been made use of, or should be found in the said Ordinance, the same should mean the per-
son who would be entitled to the possession of any apprenticed labourer, were such appren-
ticed labourer still in a state of slavery: And whereas doubts may arise whether a person
acting for and on behalf of an employer is intended to come within the intent and meaning
of the said term ¢employer:’ And whereas it is expedient to remove such doubts;
be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted, that from and after the publication hereof,
whenever the word * employer’ shall have been made use of, or shall be found in the
same Ordinance (save and except in the 14th section of the 5th chapter of the said Ordi-
nance), the same shall mean the person who would be entitled to the possession of any
apprenticed labourer, were such apprenticed labourer still in a state of slavery, or the per-
son who shall be acting for and on [t))eha]f of such employer, or who shall have the charge
of, o1 who shall be in the superintendence of such apprenticed labourer or labourers.”

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure (B.) in No. 250.

. Office of the Special Justice of Peace, George Town,
Sir, Demerara, 22 October 1835.
- I HAVE the honour to submit the enclosed case and two documents, requesting you
would be pleased 1o submit them to his Excellency, for the purpose of obtaining the opi-

nion of the Attorney-general thereon for my guidance and direction as a magistrate in
similar cases.
I have, &ec.
(signed) W. J. Brittain, 8. 4. p.

H. E. F. Young, Esq., Government Secretary.

Case respectfully submitted for the opinion of the Attorney-general.

N UMEROUS cases having been submitted to me by apprenticed labourers, complaining
of the}r employers having ordered them to do preedial work, to which many of them had
Dever in their lives been subjected, and others not for many years (long antecedent to the
Jear previous to the passing of the Act of the British Parliament for the Abolition of
Slavery), I felt it to be my duty to make inquiry into the grounds of their complaints, and
have found them, on the admission of their employers, to be substantially correct, inasmuch
as they (the employers) do not attempt to contradict the statements of their apprenticed
abourers, resting their own assumed right now to employ them in field labour on the fact
of their baving in 1834 registered them as praedials, either attached or unattached.

Is appears clearly to have been, in-most cases, done without even the knowledge, much
less the free consent, of the apprenticed labourers themselves ; I need not, therefore, in these
c€ases enter into the argument how far such assent on the part of apprenticed labourers
w'oulq have rendered such regulations valid.

hlg é]uesiion therefore becomes now contracted to this point: is the registration of 1334
100.—I1I. so
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so absolutely final and conclusive as to admit of no relief, to tolerate no inquiry in favour
of the apprenticed labourers, who tender proof that they have been most seriously injured
by it.

yThe Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, in the 4th section, says, “ That no

erson of the age of 12 years and upwards shall, by or by virtue of any Act of Assembly,
Ordinance or order in Council, be included in either of the two classes of predial appren-
ticed labourers, unless such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least next before the
passing of that Act have been habitually employed in agriculture or in the mznufacture of
colonial produce.”

Now a large proportion of these apprenticed labourers have never been for one day in
their lives employed either in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or in
any way that can be construed into any thing analogous to such employment; of the re-
mainder, numbers have not been for many years previous to the passing of the aforesaid
Act so employed.

How, then, if an Act of the Imperial Parliament be paramount to any other authority in
the British Empire, can apprenticed labourers so circumstanced have been legally registered
predial, of either class, and how can such a registration be now considered finally conclu-
sive against their just rights? i

Is a colonial registration of greater power than an Act of Assembly in the chartered
colonies; than an Ordinance of our Court of Policy, or an Order of His Majesty in Council ?
Yet none of these, the Act declares, shall include ‘an apprenticed labourer in either of the
two classes of preedials, unless under the circumstances there laid down. Are we not then
necessitated to conclude that a registration, even if sanctioned by one or more of these
higher authorities, would be as inoperative as waste paper when opposed to a Parliamentary
enactment ?

I bave presumed to offer these few remarks on this subject, where my immediate object
is to take, not to offer council, from a personal knowledge of the extent to which this
hardship and apparent injustice extends In this colony, and also from a conviction of the
very general prevalence of a contrary opinion in this community.

I take leave to lay over two cases out of many now in my hands, left with me by appren-
ticed labourers, imploring my assistance to relieve them from what they feel to be a severe
hardship, and consider a great injustice: the oneis, that of a family registered predial un-
attached ; the other, of an individual registered praedial attached ; both of them, in their own
opinions, and I freely admit in mine, entitled to be registered non-praedial, and consequently
to obtain unqualified emancipation two years sooner than they will be as now classed,
besides being in the mean time engaged in the work of which they have been always, or at
least for many years, accustomed, in place of being employed in labour to which they feel
themselves unequal. In both these cases, as indeed in most of this nature, it will be noticed
that the employers who have so classed their apprenticed labourers are not ignorant
individuals who have inadvertently misplaced them, but, on the contrary, persons charac-
teristically shrewd and vigilantly watchful in maintaining all their own rights. My own
observation indeed warrants the remark, that the fairest registrations are to be found
amongst those with whom the advantage of adding two years more to the services of their
apprenticed labourers might be expected to offer the greatest temptation. These men who
have so registered their apprenticed labourers, contrary to the provision in the Act, now
take advantage of their own misdeed, and assert, that because they have so injured their
apprenticed labourers by such registration, that Act is to be pleaded as finally conclusive
]against any claim for redress, by relief or otherwise, on the part of the injured apprenticed
abourer.

The opinion of the Attorney-general is respectfully requested, how a special justice should
act towards the numerous applicants who request his advice and assistance to obtain relief
from what they consider to be incorrect registrations, whereby they have been consigned to
two years’ additional service as apprenticed labourers, and may be compelled to labour in a
way they have never been before accustomed to; amode of employment which must be in
the highest degree irksome even to the young and able, and cruelly oppressive to the aged
and infirm. Should such special justice refuse all such applications, and reject all proof in
their support, even the admission of the owners of the services of such complaining appren-
ticed labourers, that their classification in the registration of 1834 is opposed to the pro-
vision in the 4th section of the Abolition Act, alleging for such rejection the enactment
in the 8th section of the Ordinance of the Court of Policy of 8th February 1834, No. 42,
where it is said, that such registry shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the fact; or is he
to consider such part of the Ordinance of our Court of Policy inoperative in so far as it is
opposed to the provision in the 4th section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of
Slavery ; and in this latter case what course is he to pursue, with a view of assisting the

apprenticed labourer in obtaining the redress to which he conceives himself entitied ?

22 October 1835, (signed) W. J. Brittain.

: Demerara, 2gth September 1835.
Mary, apprenticed Jabourer of plantation John and Cove, on the East coast, declares
that she was born on that estate, above 50 years ago; that for about the last 30 years she
has never worked in the field or in the manufacture of colonial produce; she has been
always employed as a domestic in the manager’s house, and waiting on the owner of the
estate when he came to it; within the last month she had a misunderstanding with her

master, and he has ordered her to go into the field ; this she has refused to do, assertilng
that



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 103

that she is now quite unequal to such labour, nor does she conceive that she could be com-
pelled to do it even if she were younger; she is now desirous, by the assistance of friends,
to purchase the remainder Qf her aPpreutlceshlp, and therefore requests to be informed
whether they are to be appraised for four or for six years from the 1st of August 1834, and
whether, in the event of her not being able to buy the remaining term of her apprentice-
ship, the circumstance of her master having in 1834 registered her as a predial attached,
without consulting or even informing her on the subject, is to be finally conclusive against
her, and to consign her, for the remainder of six years, to field labour, which has not been
required from her for upwards of 30 years past, and to which, as she has before said, she
would now be totally unequal.

29th September 1835,

John Mackay, sworn, says, I was manager of plantation John and Cove for two years
and 11 months, up to the 18th of August last; during all that time I knew the apprenticed
labourer Mary, attached to that estate ; while I was there she was hardly required to do
any more work than to attend to her master when he came on the estate, and to keep the
keys of his own private residence, and superintend it when he was absent, for which pur-
pose she always had a woman and a boy when she required their assistance; Mr. B. J. Hop-
kinson, when I first went on the estate, told me she was head domestic, and did nothing
but look after the other domestics.

Before me, (signed) | John M‘Kay.
(signed)  W. J. Brittain, s. 3. ».

I declare, that Mr. B. J. Hopkinson, on the 1st instant, declared to me, that his appren-
ticed labourer Mary, attached to his plantation John and Cove, having disobeyed his orders,
he was determined to send her into the field, which, as being his registered praedial
attached labourer, he conceived he had an undoubted right to do.

(signed) W. J. Brittain, s. J. ».

Demerara, 19th September 1835.
Case of Wilhelmina and her Family.

Ta1s day Wilhelmina, apprenticed labourer to Mrs. John Croal, came before me and
declared, she is one of a family of six brothers and sisters, all in the employ of her mistress;
her eldest brother is employed as a domestic on the Arabian coast ; the younger brother is
living in the house with his mistress in the same capacity ; her elder sister Princess is also
living in the house with her as a domestic (Wilhelmina is now about 18 years of age); her
other two sisters were under six years of age on the 1st of August 1854, and consequently
entitled to freedom ; they, however, continue to serve Mrs, (%roal the same as they did
when her slaves ; it is her (Wilhelmina’s) wish, and that of the rest of her family, that these
young children should attend some school, where they might learn to read and write and
receive general moral instruction ; their mother, however, died last year, and their mistress
refuses to allow them in any way to interfere in the management of their younger sisters ;
none of her family ever worked in the fields, or were.employed in the manufacture of colonial
Eroduce ; they were always used to domestic service; her mistress has lately quarrelled with

er on account of her not having collected the whole amount of goods which she was em-
ployed to sell for her, and now threatened to send her to the Pomeroon, there to cut and carry
troolies, shingles and the like field work in the bush ; she does not know how she has been
registered, or whether she ever was registered at all; she respectfully, however, requests to
be informed by the magistrate whether her mistress can now legally oblige her to labour
in the bush or field.

22d September 1833.

Three days after this deposition had been made, Mrs. Croal brought the same Wiihelmina
before the magistrate, on a charge which was not substantiated. Wilhelmina then, in her
defence, repeated several particulars similar to her deposition on the 1gth, and particularly
her mistress’s threat to send her to Pomeroon to cut and carry troolies in the bush. The
magistrate then, turning to the mistress, who did not deny this charge of her apprenticed
labourer, said, “ You surely must be aware that you cannot legally employ a domestiq in
field work,.or in what is probably still more severe, praedial labour, in cutting and carrying
troolies, shingles, firewood or timber in the bush 7’ Mors. Croal replied, that she believed
Wilhelmina was registered a praedial unattached apprenticed labourer. )

The magistrate deeming it to be now his duty to take evidence upon this subject, put
Mrs. Croal upon her oath, who declared as follows :—

M'rs. John Croal, sworn, says, my apprenticed labourer, Wilhelmina, has belonged to
mne since she was a little girl, and” has never worked in the field or at any other country
work ; she has always worked with me, or been hired out by me as a house servant or in
selling goods, [ believe that she has been registered by Mr. Croal as a pradial unattached
apprenticed labourer.

(signed) W. J. Brittain, 8. 3. P.

166.—1]II,
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—No. 251.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 22d January 1836.

I nAvE received your Despatch, dated the 13th November last.

I have read with peculiar satisfaction the highly favourable report which you
have conveyed to me in that Despatch, of the progress in British Guiana of the
system established there under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. The general
good conduct of the apprenticed labourers, the growing confidence of the attorney
and managers in the efficacy of the new laws, the prevailing cheerfulness of all
classes in their relation to each other, and the increasing productiveness of the
colony, are results which no man can contemplate without the most sincere
pleasure. '

You have suggested four different amendments in the law for t.he government of
the apprenticed labourers, to which I will advert in the order in which they are

noticed by yourself.

First. I agree with you, that on collating the 1st clause of chap. 5, with the
2d clause of chap. 12, of the Ordinance of the 8th March 1834, there appears
not merely an ambiguity, but a serious error, which it is necessary to correct.
1 hope shortly to transmit to you an Order of the King in Council for that
purpose.

Secondly. The rule which you propose to lay down for the guidance of ap-
praisers does not appear to me free from very serious objections. You assume
as a principle, that Parliament intended to provide for the owner of a slave a
complete compensation, to be made up partly from the money which the com-
missioners might award, and partly from the value of the service to be rendered
during the apprenticeship. But the average value of a slave in Guiana being
ascertained to be 114l. 4s. 54d., and the average compensation for each slave
being 511 17s. 74d., the difference between these sums is said to represent the
value, on the 1st of August 1834, of the future service of the apprentice. From this
calculation you would deduce a maximum and a minimum, between which all ap-
pointments should be graduated. I doubt whether, in fixing the maximum and mini-
mum of appraisements, we shall derive much assistance from the calculations to
which you refer. The sum of 114/ 4s. 54d. wasa general average for the whole
colony. The elementswhich entered into the composition of it were of endless variety.
The most valuable and the most worthless slaves were estimated at prices ranging
far above and far below that central point. The problem for the solution of the
appraisers is, what is the fair value of the service of some one given apprentice ?
and in determining that question, very little aid indeed could be derived from
knowing what is the value of such services upon a general average of nearly 100,000
cases. A precise acquaintance with the elements will of course be an infallible
guide to the general result; but from the result itself, no arithmetical skill could
evolve with any approach to certainty the elements of which it was composed.

Thirdly. You suggest the necessity of providing for a due visitation and
inspection of hospitals and negro houses by medical men and religious teachers.
On this subject you will ere now have received my Despatch of the 3oth of
Decelr]nber last, enclosing His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 21st of that
month.

Fourthly. The question whether the classification, which has already been
made of the apprenticed labourers, is final and conclusive, so as to forbid the
redress of any errors which may have been since discovered, presents some dif-
ficulties of a legal and some of a practical nature. In point of law, it must be
ascertained whether the Act of Parliament does really, as Mr. Brittain, the special
justice, conceives, require that mistakes of this kind should be always remediable;
and that is an inquiry which I shall propose to the law officers of the Crown. The
practical difficulty may be thus stated: If an apprentice, erroneously classed as a
predial, has, under that mistake, been required for the last 18 months to work
only 45 hours weekly, instead of rendering an indefinite amount of service,
what adjustment can be made of the mutual rights and obligations of the employer
and the apprentice upon the discovery and the correction of the error? There
will be an arrear of an unperformed service, for which I know not how satisfaction
is to be made to the employer, if the apprenticeship is thus to cease on the 1st

August
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August 1838. This practical difficulty, however, will not arise, if the law officers GUIANA.
of the Crown should dissent from the opinion of the special justice. For the —
present, therefore, I pursue the discussion of it no farther.

I have, &ec.

(signed)  Glenelg.

—No. 252.—
Cory of 'a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 28th Nov. 1833.
WirH reference to the circular of the 12th of October, which I had the honour %
to receive from your Lordship by the last mail, I beg to lay before your Lordship %
a copy of a Government Notice which I issued forthwith upon the subject, and
from the perusal of which your Lordship will perceive with pleasure, that no new
law is fortunately required in British Guiana to repress usurious transactions of
the nature and to the extent to which your Lordship’s circular alludes. Several
rumours have reached me of persons in a rank and situation in life, which ought
to have raised them above even the suspicion of being deemed capable of profiting
by the ignorance, Eoverty and distress of those of a humbler walk, having dealt
largely in the purchase of compensation claims. As, however, nothing official
has as yet been laid before me, I await the expiration of the fortnight allotted to
the Attorney-general for the reception of all representations on the subject, and
the receipt of that officer’s statement, to enable me to make a full report to your

Lordship. I have, &e.
(signed)  J. Carm! Smyth.

Enclosure in No. 252.

GovErNMENT NoTICE. Enclosure in
His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, with reference to the circular letter of the No. 252.

12th October, which he has had the honour to receive from the Right honourable the
Secretary of State, and which was published in the Royal Gazette of the 24th inst., having
caused inquiry to be made as to whether any transactions of the usurious nature alluded to
in the said circular have taken Elace in British Guiana, has to express his deep regret at
finding that extensive purchases have been made in this province, of the claims of individuals
entitled to participate in the Compensation Fund, and that, availing themselves of the
ignorance and unfounded alarm of the smaller and poorer proprietors, the purchasers have,
in many instances, bought up such claims at a most enormous discount. ~ His Excellency
being anxious to prevent all persons who may have engaged in transactions of this nature
from being rewarded by profits so exorbitantly disproportionate to the rates usually re-
ceived upon advances of money, has conceived it his duty to canse His Majesty’s
Attorney-general to be consulted upon the occasion ; and he is bappy in being able to
announce, that in the opinion of that officer, all such contracts of sale are liable to be
rescinded and annulled in the courts of justice in this colony, under the existing laws,
unless the purchasers pay the full value of such claims. His Excelleney is also desirous
that all individuals who may have entered into agreements of sale at grossly inadequate
rates, and who have not yet executed letters of attorney, may be apprized, that they have
still in their power the means to enforce a fair and equitable value for their respective claims
upon the Compensation Fund. His Excellency has instructed the Attorney-general o
afford his advice and assistance gratuitously, during the next 14 days, to all persons who
have made sales of their claims upon the Compensation Fund, and who may consider them-
selves aggrieved by the conditions thereof.
By his Excellency’s command,

Guiana, Public Buildings, George Town, (signed)  H. E. F. Young, Gov. Secr.

26th March 1835.

—No. 253.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg. No. 253.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 12th Dec. 1835.

Your Lordship will be gratified to know, that during the last month (November)
the Custom-house returns show, that from this river 8,211 hogsheads of sugar
ha"? been exported ; whereas, upon an average of the three last years of slavery,
during the same month, not more than 5,610 hogsheads passed through the
Custgm—house. This colony never was in a more prosperous and flourishing
condition, and I believe, with very few exceptions, the dissatisfaction of the

planters at the late change is fast wearing away.
166.—1I1. The



GUIANA.

106 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The reports from the special justices for the last month show a very consider-
able decrease of punishment, the total number of cases for which whipping was
adjudged being only 49. I look forward with confidence to a still further diminu-
tion, and even to an ultimate disuse of the lash in this colony altogether, ex-
cepting by sentence of the criminal courts for the repression of theft. Every suc-
cessive month since the Abolition of Slavery, thenumber of individuals so punished
has gradually and of late so rapidly diminished, as to entitle me to be very
sanguine in my expectations that the period is not far distant when this mode of
punishment will be all but extinguished.. I need hardly add, that with the good
conduct and the industry of the apprenticed labourers throughout the whole of this
province, I am not only perfectly satisfied, but that it exceeds the expectations of
their best friends.

In proof of the rapid advance of a moral feeling amongst the apprenticed
labourers, and of their anxiety to raise themselves in the scale of civilization, I
take the liberty of laying before your Lordship an extract from last Saturday’s
Gazette, containing an advertisement of not less than 79 marriages. The number
advertised each Saturday varies of course; but the general average is about ge.
In a couple of years the system of concubinage will be extinct. The late Ordi-
nance, permitting marriage to be solemnized indiscriminately by all ministers of
the Christian rehigion, has produced the happiest effects, and was a very great
boon to the apprenticed labourers.

The anxiety of the apprenticed labourers for instruction, both for themselves
and their children, and the punctuality with which they attend divine service, are
incontestable proofs that they have no desire to retreat to the bush. They are
anxious to advance in the scale of civilization ; and if this ambition is but duly
encouraged and protected, if they are kindly and justly dealt with by their
employers, there can hardly exist a doubt but that they will be as industrious when
perfectly at liberty as they now show themselves as apprenticed labourers, with
reference to their desire for instruction, and their regular attendance at divine
service. I speak from my own personal observation, as I periodically visit the
different churches and chapels, as well as the parish and other schools, and distri-
bute medals amongst the most attentive and best behaved of the scholars of both
sexes. I was much gratified last Sunday at witnessing, in the parish church of
St. Luke’s, about eighty of the oldest of the apprenticed labourers receive the
Sacrament with a degree of decency and of apparent devotion which could not have
been surpassed by the most civilized congregation in any part of Europe. The
poor people each gave their two, three or four bits to the poor, and subsequently
subscribed, according to the extent of their means, towards the construction of a
chapel of ease, which, for the convenience of those who cannot conveniently come
to the parish church, it is proposed to build at a distant part of the parish. Your
Lordship will, I feel confident, agree with me in opinion, that people who can thus
conduct themselves in their present humble state are not likely to leave their
churches, their chapels, their ministers, and their means of instruction, and to
retreat to the woods and wilds of the interior, provided they are but kindly treated
and their homes rendered not unhappy. It is much to be wished that the proprie-
tors and holders of mortgages upon estates in this colony (who reside in Europe)
would see their own interests in the true point of view, and by removing such
attornies and managers as oppose the measures of Government, evince their deter-
mination to co-operate sincerely in promoting the future peace and prosperity of
British Guiana. One or two such examples, or even the public and avowed in-
tention of so acting, would put an end to all bad feeling, and there would hardly
be a complaint either from or against an apprenticed labourer throughout this
extensive and flourishing province.

Upon referring to my despatch book, I find that there are two regulations which
I have established since I have been in this colony, and which I have omitted
to report. The first enforces decency of dress amongst the apprenticed labourers,

-and the*second prohibits any apprenticed labourer from being conducted through

the streets on his way for trial with his arms pinioned or his wrists in handcuffs;
both these regulations, being calculated to cause the apprenticed labourer to learn
to respect himself, and to raise him in his own and in the estimation of others, will,
I have little doubt, be approved of by your Lordship.

To enable your Lordship to judge of the tranquillity of this province, of the
general absence of crime, and of the consequent little occasion for severe vagrant
and police ordinances, I beg to report, that at the last supreme criminal cloulrf

held
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held in George Town, there were but five prisoners for trial, all of whom were ac-

uitted ; at the last criminal court at Berbice only three, and of whom only one was
found guilty ; at the last inferior criminal court at George Town, thirty-six cases
of assault and petty thefts were inquired into ; at the last inferior Criminal Court
at Essequibo there were similar cases for the consideration of the conrt; and at
the last inferior criminal court held at Berbice there was not a single prisoner,
nor a single case of any sort for investigation. I do not apprehend that there are
many parts of Europe of the same extent and with as numerous a population in
which so few criminal cases occur ; let it also be kept in mind the trifling nature
of the greater part of the cases adjudicated upon.

I am not aware that I have any application to make, or any suggestion respect-
fully to offer to your Lordship as to any measure which may, in my opinion, be
advisable to adopt, with a view to the advancement of the growing prosperity of
this province. The affairs of this colony cannot be going on better. Whatever
may be the proportion of assistance to be given to British Guiana in aid of the
moral and religious instruction of the labouring population, your Lordship will,
no doubt, cause to be remitted here with as little delay as possible. I have also
to express my hope, that the Colonial General Agent will be instracted to transmit
the colonial silver currency, to the amount of 5,000/, to Berbice with as little
delay as possible, the bills having been already puarchased and sent to him for that
purpose. The abov,e are the only matters to which I am anxious at present to
draw your Lordship’s attention. I have, &e.

(signed)  J. Carm' Smyth.

—No. 254. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.
Sir, Downing-street, 29th January 1836.

I HAvVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 12th
ult., containing your report on the state of the coleny for the previous month.

In the answer which you will receive by this opportunity to your Despatch of
the 13th November, I have expressed to you the great gratification which I have
experienced at the report therein made of the good conduct of the apprentices,
and of the good feeling which prevailed amongst all classes in the colony.

The report which you have now transmitted has afforded me additional satisfac-
tion ; and I am duly sensible of the pains which you have taken to place me in
possession of facts which afford such sttong evidence of the prosperous condition
1ofbthe colony, and of the progressive moral improvement of the apprenticed

abourers.

It is impossible to dwell on this state of things, and to enter into the details of ——

the means by which it is produced, without doing justice to the zealous and
enlightened philanthropy which leads you to lay the colony, and especially the
negro population, under a deep debt of gratitude for your assiduous attention to
the wants and interest of all classes.

I have, &c.

(signed)  Glenelg.

'—'NOQ 255.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 13th December 1835.

Witk reference to my Despatch of the 22d July, I have the honour to lay
before your Lordship an epitome of the reports from my fifieen stipendiary
Justices for the month of November.

Your Lordship will observe, that 49 apprenticed labourers only were punished
by_Whipping during the month of November, and that the average number of
stripes to each were 23 ; in three cases only did the magistrate deem it necessary
to go to the extent of his power, by inflicting 39 stripes, showing, I am happy
to say, a rapid approach to the triumph of mild over harsh measures.

I have, &c.
(signed)  J. Carm' Smuth.

160,—1I1, Enclosure

GUIANA.

No. 254.

No. 255.
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EPITOME of the MoxTaLY REPORTS from the FIFTEEN STIPENDIARY - - .
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DISTRICT (A.)

QUESTIONS.

EasTerN DivisIiON,
K. Heyland, Esq.

WesTERN DivisioN,
C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
4. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. ARrE the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful ?

Generally. I have visited
eighteen estates during the
month (names given.)

They are.

————

I have visited thirty.
estates (names given) during
the month,

2, Have they performed
their work during the last
month with alacrity and good-
will ?

In general,

Generally speaking, they
have.

The labourers, generally
speaking, have performed thei
“')lrlk with alacrity and good-
will.

3. Has the work on any estate
been unwillingly or not readily
performed? If yes, have the
goodness to name the estate, the
proprietor, or his attorney, and
the manager, in order that an
inquiry may be forthwith in-
stituted into the causes whieh
may have led to such conduct.

The work hasnot been readily
performed onplantations ¢ Good
Hope,” J. Douglass, @, Q.;
Patrick Ennis, manager; and
¢ Broom Hall,’ William Booker,
attorney and manager; and
¢ Spring Hall,” Mr. Jones, at-
torney, Robert Trotman, ma-
nager.

In the early part of the
month, the work was not wil-
lingly or readily performed by
a portion of the apprenticed
labourers on plantation ¢ Cove
and John ;’ a few punishments,
accompanied with good advice,
I am happy to say, bad the
desired effect, and they are all
now working well,

On plantations ¢ Kitty' and
¢ Enterprise,’ the work has not
been readily performed. Pr.
prietor of ¢ Kitty,” N. M. Man-
ger, Esq.; manager,J. Dardier;
attorney, plantation ¢ Enter
prise,” Mr. Grant; manage,
E. Lynch. I am happy toad},
they are going on well at the
¢ Kitty ’ the last fortnight.

4. Is task-work generally re-
sorted to within your district ?
or do the labourers prefer work-
ing the seven hours and a half
per day, as fixed by law?

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, The labourers, how-
ever, occasionally prefer to
labour the seven hours and a
balf.

On most of the estates in my
district, the labourers prefer
task-work ; ¢ Cove and John,’
¢ Anne’s Grove’ and ¢ Clon-
brock’ are the only exceptions.

Task-work is generally -
sorted to in the district. |

5. What arethe working hours
most generally in use in your
district? Are thereany estates
in your district on which the
labourers are compelled to lay
by for two or three bours in the
middle of the day, and then to
complete their seven hours and
a half in the afterncon (by
which division of their labour
they bave little or no time to -
themselves)? If yes, have the
goodness to name the estates,
proprietors or attornies, and
the managers,

The hours of labour in most
general use (when task-work
18 not chosen by the labourers)
are from seven to eleven, and
one to half-past four, or from
seven to half-past two o’clock.

On plantation ¢ Carlton Hall,’
¢ Fellowship Farm,’ and ¢ Park
Front,” the weekly labour of
forty-five hours is performed
in five days.

The working hours now in
use in my district are from
seven o'clock A. ., until half-
past two P. M., with the ex-
ception of three estates (above
named), on which the labour-
ers work from seven to eleven,
and from one o’clock to half-
past four, With regard to the
first remark, I have to add,
that the labourers are allowed
to leave the field before half-
past two, provided they have
done the quantity of work re-
quired of them.

The labourers comment
work about seven ojc}llock, al;0
go on until they finish; o0
estate are they compelled ¥
lay by in the middle of the
day.
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Enclosure in No. 255.

- SpeciAL JusTICES in British Guiana, for the Month of November 1835,

DJSTRICT (C.)

TowN.
W.J. Brittain, Fsq.

River,
Captain Delafons, r. W,

Uprer RivEer.
George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)
Captain Allen.

They are.

Yes, generally,

I have visited six estates
(names given) during the
month,

In gencral they are. [have
visited ten estates during the
month. With the exception of
plantation ¢ Little Diamond,’
¢ Garden of Eden’ and ¢ Profit,’
the apprenticed labourers ap-
peared to be contented.

Yes, in most instances. I
bave visited during the month
twenty three estates (names
given.) The apprenticed la-
bourers on all seemed gene-
rally contented and happy;
those on plantation ¢ Maria’s
Lodge ’ excepted.

The proportion of convic-
tions this month and the pre-
ceding, viz. 20 and 24 out of
a population of near 7,000,
warrants this conclusion.

Yes, generally.

With as much alacrity and
good-will as might reasonably
be expected, from people cir-
cumstanced as they are.,

The majority have done so,
in all cases except one,

Not applicable to the town
division of the district.

Generally, no.

On plantation ¢ Little Dia-
mond’ and ¢ Garden of Eden,’
the work is still unwillingly
performed. On plantation
¢ Friendship and Profit, where
dissatisfaction prevailed and
the work was unwillingly per-
formed at the period of my
last report, the labourers are
now working cheerfully, since
the appointment of better dis-
posed manayers.

‘The work has not readily
heen performed by the gang
of ¢ Maria's Lodge.” Loire &
Paul, attornies; G. Johnson,
manager; and by part of the
gang on plantation ¢ Malgra.
tout,’ C. F. Milne, proprietor ;
no manager.

The greater number of ap-
prenticed labourers in this
town are domestics, who of
Course cannot work by task.
Few of the tradesmen do 80,
but work for nine

They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed by
law.

hours, and this in many cases where

the tradesmen and even domestics are registered as
radials, and will be required to labour as apprenticed
bpurerg until August 1840, unless some measure of legal
relief be in the meantime afforded to them.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

‘Task-work is generally re-
sorted to,

! bave received no com-
plaints from any apprenticed
bouter on this head.

| 66.""11-

The general working hours
are from seven A. w. until half-
past two . M. They are pot
compelled to lay by on any of
the estates during the day.

There are many females who
do not go to work with the
gang,but go later, consequently
are later in completing their
seven hours and a halfot labour,
but this is their own act, not
being obliged to do so.

The working hours most ge-
nerally in use are from seven
to half-past two, and the sys-
tem of breaking off thelebourers
in the middle of the day is for
the present abandoned.

Where the labourers will not
accept a certain quantity of
work as a task, the hours I
have laid down for lubour are
from seven to eleven A. M.,
and from twelve to half-past
three p. M., seven hoursand a
half.

There are no estates in the
distict on which two hows’
rest are cowpulsory in the
middle of the day.

(continued on page 110.)
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DISTRICT (F.)

DISTRICT (G.)

—

DISTRICT (H)

DISTRICT (E.) _ . '
llock, Esq. George Buall, Esq. Captain Coleman,
Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq 8 ) L8q p oleman
( I bave visited the hospitals Yes; I bave visited the hos- They are ; and are daily be- Yes, generally,

pitals of 22 estates on Leguan,

coming more 80.

I have visited 15 estate

Answers to Question 3.

Beete, proprietor and ma-
nager.

-~ | on five estates (names given), S 2 e ) ;
= | and the labourers generally | three plantations on Hog'’s Is- I have visited 19 estates (names given) during 1f
S | appear contented. land, and 19 plantations on | during the month (names month,
§ Wakenaam, being the whole | given) and inspected the hos-
< of the plantations in this dis- | pitals thereon.
83 trict,
8
E
8
~
o My attention during the last Yes, . They have, on every estate Yes, generally.
& | week was called to the con- in this district.
8 | duct of some of the female
3 | apprenticed labourers on plan-
? tation “ Best,” but I was
% | yesterday informed their con-
% duct was improved.
<
Ouly the above, Mr. John No. The work has not been un- }  Yes, on plantation ¢ Affance,

willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

John Fetherston, attorney and
manager.

Answers to Question 4.

Generally throughout the
district, by the male labourers;
the female labourers on plan-
tation ¢ Best’ seemed disposed
to work according tothe signals.

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred.

Task-work is generally
sorted to in this district.

s amnaseseess™]

Answers to Question

The bell on most estates in
this district rings at seven,
and the labourers usually re-
main  until their work is
finished,

From about % to 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made,
Ubpon no estate are the labonr-
ers obliged to lay by in the
middle of the day; a3 soon as
they have finished their task
they can leave the field.

The labourers usually go to
their work at half-past six or
seven, and finish at their op-
tion. There is no estate in
this district upon which they
are compelled to lay by in the
middle of the day.

Generally from seven Ak

to twa P, M, s
There are no estates 1
district to which the Jatter put

of this question applies
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DISTRICT (1)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John M‘Leod, Fsq.

DISTRICT (L»
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. 0. Lochkart Muir, Esq.

Ve

Generally they are. During
the last month 1 have been on
every estate in the district, on
some two or three times ; and
in most of the hospitals,

Yes, generally,

During the month I visited
13 estates (names given), and
the hospitals thereon ; I found
the apprenticed labourers civil
and tolerably contented and
cheerful,

I have visited all the estates
except ¢ Eliza and Mary’ and
¢ Skeldon,” In general the la-
bourers are so.

Generally, they have.

No, except by a few.

In most instances.

In general, they have,

Yes, with few exceptions.

Yes,itisgenerally preferred
by the labourers.

On plantation ¢ Highbury,’
Messrs. Davidson, Barclay &
Co.; John Alves, attorney.

Generally, it has. In the
best gangs there are idlers and
indifferent characters, such
excepted as may be seen frum
the proceedings of last month,

It is.

Task-work is most generally
preferred by the labourers;
they work it diligently to get
the sooner home ; some have
finished their task at one
o'clock, some at two o'clock,
and so proportionably to their
activity.

A specified portion of work
is usually allotted to each la-
bourer.

Fromseven A.M.tohalf-past
two, and often as early as half-
Past twelve, Optional with

emselves generally whether
e{ Test or not during their

.

166,11,

From seven till the day’s
labour is finished,

As the labourers prefer the
task-work generally,they finish
it as it suits themselves, and
are not controlled in that;
the bell is rung or shell blown
merely to mark the time.

Workisgenerally commenced
about seven o'clock, and the
labourers return when they
have completed their portion
of specified work.

(eontinwed on page 112.)
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

Easter~ Division.
Kyfen Heyland, Esq.

WesTERN Division.
C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT

4. M. Lyons, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work,and state
how and when the payments
are made ; and if extra work
is not performed for wages,
state if reasonable wages have
been offered, with weekly pay-
ment. If reasonable wages
and prompt payment have
been offered and rejected, state
to what cause you attribute
the refusal on the part of the
labourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning trom six bits
to two guilders, or adollar per
week, which is generally paid
on demand.

One guilder a week was
offered to the field labourers
on plantation ¢ Spring Hall;
to labour nine hours a day,
which was refused, as they
could empluy their time to
greater advantage.

On all the estates, the la-
bourers employed in the boil-
ing-houses or about the build-
ings receive wages for extra
labour, varying from two to
three guilders per week each.

On plantations ¢ Dockfour,’
¢ Lowlands’ and ¢ Beehive,” the
gangs employed in cane-cut-
ting are also in receipt of
wages for extra labour, at the
rate of from two tu three
guilders per week each. The
payments are generally made
monthly.

—_— ]

In the manufacture of
picking coffee and cotto
tra work is performed forwg
On the sugar estates, ty,
stivers per hour; on the o,
ton, five stivers for every 1oly,
of cotton over 4olbs., whig
they are expected to give the
employers ; in coffee, fifien
stivers for a basket overh

two they are to
employers,

——

(B)

suge,
n, ex

give they

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authority,
by force in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences bave taken place.

None.

There have been none.

On plantation ¢ Kitty, a
also on plantation ‘ Good Hop/
an attempt was made to resit

authority by force,

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspiracy ?
or is it only with respect to

a few idle and disorderly ap- |

prentices that you have had
complaints made?

I have attributed the neglect
of work on plantation ¢ Spring
Hall,” ¢Good Hope’ and
¢ Broom Hall’ to combination.

I have only had complaints
against a few idle and disor-
derly persons ; the combination
at ¢ Cove and John,’ of which
I formerly complained, is at an
end.

On plantation ¢

labourers combined togethe
not to perform their work,

Kitty, th

9. Has the attendance of
the pradial labourers atchurch,
and of their children at school,
been regulur, and to the full
accominodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

The attendance of the ap-
prenticed labourers at church
has not been equal to the ac-
commodation afforded thein ;
that of their children at school
has been to the full of the very
limited accommodation open to them.

There are no churches or
schools in my present district ;
many of the apprenticed la-
bourers, however, attend the
churches at Mahaica and at
Enmore.

The attendance

bourers at church has bea
good, and their children o

achool regular.

of the It

10. Have you individually as One - 30 stripes. Th One - 7 stripes. None.
a magistrale, and has the court Three - 25 do. each. €€\ Two-12 do. each.
over which you preside, been Ni Two -20
under the necessity of ordering 1€ 9 One - 15 5
punishment by whipping du- Ope -12
ring the preceding month? One -10
and, if answered in the affir-
mative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.
11. Has any manager, over- The manager of plantation I have not had to fine or None.

seer or other person in autho-
rity over the pradial labour-
ers, been fined or otherwise
punished by the court over
which you preside during the
preceding month, for miscon-
duct towards any labourer or
labourers? Have there been
any instances of the labonrers
having been detained at work
beyond the legal bours ; and,
in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each indi-
vidual labourer been levied ?

¢ Woodlands,” was fined 15s.
for preferring a frivolous com.
plaint,

There have been a0 in-
stances of labourers being de-
tained at work beyond the
legal hours,

punish any overseer, manager
or person in authority for any
misconduct during the week.
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DISTRICT (C.)

——

TowN.
w. J. Brittain, Esq.

RiveR.
Captain Delafons, ®.N.

Urrer River.
George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)
Captain Allen.

Not applicable to this di-
vision of the district.

None.

Extra work for hire is gene-
rally performed about the boil-
ing-house, at the rate of one
and a balf to two bits per day,
payment prompt ; in the field,
extra work for hire is rarely
performed ; at plantation ‘Gar-
den of Eden,” Mr.Munget, one
of the representatives, offered
reasonable wages for cutting
cane, but it was rejected, owing
to a want of confidence in the
manager.

No variation whatever has
taken place on thissubject since
the Report of the 1st October,
where every particular was
fully detailed.

—

No instauce of violent re-
sitance has come to my know-
ledge.

None.

There has been no insubor-
dination or altewpt to resist
authority, but on the contrary,
I never saw this district quieter
than it is at present.

There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

On plantation ¢ Maria's
Lodge,” for a short time the
gang would not attend to the
signals regulating their labour,
but this was speedily put an
end to.

No complaint of combina-
tion or conspiracy has been
preferred.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, to be attri-
buted to the idle and disor-
derly only.

There hus been no combi-
nation or conspiracy.

In tbe instance above men-
tioned, the misconduct was
almost general, instigated ap-
parently by a few disorderly
apprentices. In other cases a
few idle people only have been
complained of.

I have in many cases ob-
served 2 laudable desire, on
the part of apprenticed la-
bourers, to attend at both, and
to get their children to do so,
Where it lay in their power.

Yes.

at sc

The attendance at church
and school has been regular.

Divine service has not been
performed at St. Mark’s church
last month, including five suc-
cessive Sundays.

Theattendance of thechildren

hool there (under the superintendence of the catechist), has been

much as usval, but is not equal to the local accommodation.

Ourers in this distriet (divi-
Sion) has been £ d i
1ht? Dast month, ned during

€ remaining part of thi
query does pot agprl’y; )

166,17,

Three{one - 20 stripes, Three{ T¥0 - 15 stripes each. None. One - - 15 stripes.
Two-10 do. each, One-24
i
|
auI: © emploer or person in Nooe. No. No manager or other person
Wority gvey apprenticed la-

has been fined by me last
month,

There have been no au-
thenticated instances of la-
bourers having been detained
beyond the legal number of
hours.

(continued on page 114.)
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartleit, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Exq.

DISTRICT (4

Captain Colemgy,

=

Only those employed about
the buildings, such as en-
gineers, boilermen, firemen,

Upon every estate, the la-
bourers perform extra work for
hire. Upon some, the whole

Extra labour for hire is very
generally performed. 'The
rate of wages is a guilder in

Yes, on almost a) the
estates, at the rate of fron
three to six guilders per wesi,

&S | &e. Rate of wages average | gang is paid, on others only | the field, and a guilder and a | paid weekly, unless why,
2 | about two stivers per hour,and | the cane-cutters, or people | halfinthe hoiling-house. They | change cannot be procure,
'S | weekly payments. about the buildings, The | are generally paid monthly;
S wages are from one bit to two | but on some estates the la-
<) and three guilders per week, | bourers themselves prefer
< From the great difficulty in | being paid quarterly.
g procuring change, the pay-
8 ments are seldom made of-
§ tener than once a month, and
sometimes not for two and
three months, and even longer.
~
.§ Only a few of the females None. No instances of this de- There have been someip.
£ | on plantation ¢ Best.’ scription have taken place. stances of insubordination, by
é no attempt to resist authoriy
3 by force.
“w
5
£
NN
~
‘ Mostly the same appren- It is only with respectto a Solely with respect to the There have been manyeon:
o | ticed labourers are complained | few idle and disorderly la- | latter. plaints made against idle ad
e | of. bourers that complaints have disorderly apprentices, prit
-8 been made. cipally females ; and on pla
< tation ¢ Affiance’ their condu
< has been bordering on con!
8 spiracy, not to perform a i
® and reasonable quantity d
g labour.
=
X
\
o ( |
8 Yes; at Mr. Scott’s, Rev, The churches are always As regular as usual, and to Yes.
é Wm. Harman, at plantation | filled, and the schools are well | the full extent of the accom-~
> | < Hague;’ and Rev. H. Fother- | attended. There is not suffi- | modation.
+ 4 gill at plantations ¢Green- | cient accommodation in the
§ wich Park and Good Hope.’ churches for the labourers in this district, and |
Z there is a lamentable deficiency of schools.
<\
S One - - 30 stripes. ._{Three - - 39 stripes each. One - - 30 stripes. (Two-- 255"iP““‘h‘
- .| Three - 25 do. each. Slx{Three --25 p,, Five< One - - go ,},)e Fo“rlTwo-- 15 »
- | Nine{ Ope - - 35 ,, Three - 15 do. each,
g Three - 20 ,,
& One - - 15
2
£
g
o
<
" None. None. One employer has been There has been one insa*
fined for striking an appren- | of a labourer baving been
K ticed labourer in his service. | tained at work beyond !
: There have not been any in- | legal hours, and the shllllﬂb‘é
RS stances of the latter. sterling per hour has bee?
§ vied accordingly-
<
2
;
5
2
<
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N
pISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Musr.

Extra labour is not much
required, except on the sugar
estates, where occasionally the
t| | bilermenand firemen perform
it; wages varies ; in general
paid weekly, or when asked

= &

On all sugar estates, per-
sons employed about the build-
ings.

Yes, for reasonable wages
and prompt payment.

Very little extra labour for
hire is performed, except in
the manufacture of sugar. On
all the sugar estates, the per-
sons employed about the boil-
ing-house are paid.

for.
u No. No. No. No.
i
|
3 Only of a few idle and dis- The women on plantatiqn No, I do not think so; it No.
i | orderly that I have had com- | ¢ Highbury” never finish a fair | exists among the idle and dis-
+ | plaints made against, days’ labour. orderly. Such, after a fair _
: trial, if guilty, are brought to a ©
d sense of their duty in the pale -
| of the Ordinance, %
b 9
o 8
o
~
3
S
E .
E
|
Yes. It has, I bave heard nothing to the Yes.
contrary, as the Rev, — Ross
is gone to Europe,
Divine service is generally
performed by one of the m-
nisters of the other parishes,
b | Thy {One = = 30 stripes. One - - 25 stripes. One - - 30 stripes. One - - 30 stripes.
‘ *® Two - - 25 do. each. P Six [One --25 Two One - - 30,
Four - - 15 do. each.
;: No. .No. No. No.
e
B
I

166,11,
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EasTERN DivISION,
K. Heyland, Esq.

WesTERN DiIvision.
C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyom, Esq.

12. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
eventof any complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters, and caused justice to
be rendered to the parties os
far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

Two complaints were made
by predial apprenticed la-
bourers against their managers,
for ordering them to labour in
the field when they had not
been accustomed to field la-
beur, as they stated.

An apprenticed labourer of
¢ Anne's Grove’' complained
to me that a man at Lowlands
had a dog belonging to him,
which he refused to give up;
I immediately rode over, and
got the animal restored to its
rightful owner, and settled the
matter amicably.

I have had no complaints
respecting clothing, food, &ec.

——

‘The general complaintsf
ghe labourers have beey ﬁg}?:
ing, and a few cases of
lousies among themselves,

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children.

None.

There have been none.

None.

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of oun the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
orare they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents ?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is & woman
specially appointed to take
care of their young children,
and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance and
hospital treatment of the estate
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery.

The children are fed gra-
tuitously on every estate (ex-
cept on plantation ¢ Wood-
lands,” where salt fish is not
issued to them.)

Nurses are specially ap-
pointed to take care of the
children when their parents
are at labour.

They have the advantage
of medical assistance and hos-
pital treatment as formerly.

They are fed gratuitously.

There are women appointed
to take care of the young
children. They are allowed
medical assistance in the hour
of sickness.

15. On how many estates
in your district are schools
established? Name theestates,
proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

None.

I have, unfortunately, no
schools in my district, with
the exception of a Sunday
school at ¢ Chapman’s Grove.’
Dr. Chapman is the pro-
prietor.

The children are fed ui
taken care of as formerly, ui
women are appointed to tib
care of them when theirm
thers are at work in the fil}
and exempt from all o
daty. They have also
advantage of medical asi
ance and hospital treatment

—

There has been no incr
or decrease in schools since®
former report.

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
Lieutenant-governor, con-
nected with the peace, tran-
quillity and happiness of the
district under your superin-
tendence? If yes, state the
same.

None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
5.0.P.

This month I have not.

C. H. Strutt,
S.J).P.

(signed)

I think the district tre?
and quiet, and going o0 ;91
well, particulaily the Tastfo

night,

(signed) A M Lysm;,

|
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i DISTRICT (C.)
DISTRICT (D.)
Towu.' . RiveR. Urper River. Captain Allen.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. Captain Delafons, R, N. George Ross, Exq.
0 One complaint for an as- None. One compiaint was pre- Twenty complaints have
b cault and battery has during ferred against a manuger for | been preferred by the appren-
el the past month been made striking an apprenticed la- | ticed labourers during the
to the magistrate of this di- bourer, but was withdrawn by | month, and justice has been
vision of the district. The the complainant, rendered in all cases, as far
case was carefully investigated as was practicable or desirable
and dismissed, it being un- for the interests of the com-
substantiated by the evidence plainants.
produced.
None. None. No. No free children have been
bound apprentices last month.
|
—
al Most opulent 'employers The children are fed from With the exception of plan~ The free children are ge- | ~°
al |in this town feed the free | the stores of the estates gra- | tations ¢Little Diamond,’ | nerally fed by an allowance | <
i | children of the apprenticed | tuitously, and women spe- | ¢ Garden of Eden,’and *Pros- | of salt fish and plantains I
m labourers. cially appointed to feed and to | perity,’ the children have an | issued to the methers, and ]
il takecareof the young children, | extra allowance of provisions | when ihe latter are at work 1R
the who afe admitted freely into [ on all the estutes in this divi- | in the field, a woman is ap- | §
o the hospitals when unwell. sion. pointed to take care of them. - | ~y
it They are allowed, without The children are reported §
at exception, nurses and medical | to receive the same medical | 2
attendance. assistance and hospital treat | S
ment as when in a state .of [~
slavery.
w | Not applicable to this divi- | Houston and Rome. There are schools at Peter’s |  The report of the schools
e8| sion of the district. Hall, Perseverance and the | has not varied in any respect
Craig, under the management | during the last six months,
of the Rev. L. Strong.
e
“‘ﬂ:; e No particular grounds of This month shows a pro- Nil. Nil,
ot m‘en‘"k at present suggest | gressive improvement both in
mselves. males and females.
Wﬂlv

$A3
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(signed) J, . Brittain,

8. J. P.

166,—11,

(signed) Thomas Delafons,
5.J. P,

(signed) George Ross,
8. J. P

(signed) J. A, Allen,

8.J. P,

/
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November 1835.
351 DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H)
DISTRICT (E.) . . .
Spry Bartlett, Esq George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. Captain Coleman,
, Esq.
r  None. None, A complaint was made by Some complaints have beyy
an apprenticed labourer against | preferred to me by the appren.
. a manager, for withholding a | ticed labourers respecting tr.
o part of his allowance of pro- | fling assaults ; | have carefully
< visions, which, upon investiga- | investigated into the matty
2 tion, was proved to have been | and caused justice to be e,
§ wholly unfounded. dered 1o the parties, so far
< 1t was In my power.
P Two trifling assaults by over
s seers on apprenticed labourer,
5 which were compromised, g
*‘é two others of similar naty
referred to the next court
ferior) of criminal justice,
) ( None. None. None have been thus bound. No, none.
3
S
3
(w4
W
8
2
~

-

Plantations ¢ Hague,’ ¢ Gro-
enveldt’ and ¢ Met en Mur-
zog,” no food or doctor.

Plantations ¢ Anna Cathe-
rina,’ ¢ Vreesen Hoop," ¢ Wil-

Upon every estate in this
district the children are treated
as formerly, with the excep-
tion of ¢ Vertrowen’ and ¢ Belle-
field, owned by Mr. Bowell,

The children are fed and
taken care of in every respect
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery.

complaints.

.‘.’:’ liam’ and ¢ Best, no food, but | and ¢ Success,” owned by Mr.
g | doctor allowed. Jones, where only medical at-
K- On the other estates in this | tendance is provided for them.
€ | district no change bas taken
< ( place.
3
§
g
N
On six estates (names given.) |  Four schools. On five (names given.) On one only, plantain

% ¢ Anna Regina,” James Stev
. art, attorney, and Robert Ma:
-8 kay, manager.
&
<
2
g
b3
g
=
<

- _/

Nil, The negro has not a proper The general conduct of the No.

Answers to Question 16.

(signed) Spry Bartlett,
8.7, P,

idea of the value of time or of
money. Nothing could teach
him the true value of these
sooner, or promote industry
more, than being paid every
week for his extra labour.

(signed) Geo. Killock,
5. 3. P

apprenticed labourers in this
district has been most exem-
plary, and they have worked
with much assiduity during
the past month.

(signed) George Ball,
8.J. P

(signed) Thomas Colezm;v ,

I

The same as before, andm
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DISTRICT (1.)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
Jp/m M‘Leod, Esgq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Eaq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

No.

No, with the exception of None whatever. No.
the cases referred to your
Excellency.
No. No. No. Two free children have been

bound apprentices during the
last month; one an orphan
girl, to Mrs. M‘Donald, widow

of the late James M¢Donald, Esq. who was
the la;t owner of the mother asaslave; the
child isnowregistered as a non-preedial. The
other is a preedial attached to plantation Post
Mourant, with the free consent, indeed on
the personal application of the only sur-
viving parent, the father.

Generally, the same as be-
fore the 15t of August 1834.

Taken care of ‘in the same
manner as when in a state of
slavery.

On most estates in the dis-
trict the children under six
years have a gratuitous allow-
ance of food and medical at-
tendance.

On three estates the chil-
dren are fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents; on
the others they are fed gra
tuitously from the stores of
the estates. On all, women
are appointed to take care of
the children, and they have
the advantage of medical as-
sistance and hospital treat-
ment.

On most of the estates there
are schools among the la-
bourers themselves ; on several
the're are teachers engaged,
besides the establishments at
the places of worship.

On three estates (names
given.)

On six estates (names given.)

None.

Nil,

(signed) George Rose,
§. J. P.

S

Nil.

(signed) Jokn M‘Leod,

8 J. P.

Recommends, as a check to
the commission of rape on in-
fants, that the English Act of
Parliament which declares the
nullity of assent in an infant
under the age of 10, be in force
in this colony, &c.

(signed) 4. Van Ryck de Groot,
8. 3. P.

Nil.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart Muir,
s. J. P,

(True extracts.)
J. H. W. Sidley,
Private Secretary.

166.,—11,




GUIANA.

—

No. 256.

Enclosure in
No. 256.

120 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 256.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 27 January 1836.

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a speech which I yesterday
addressed to the combined court of this colony, upon opening the session for the
present year. As that speech contains a faithful and accurate account of the
prosperity, tranquillity and industry of this province, I shall, upon the present
occasion, not trespass longer upon your Lordship’s time than respectfully to refer
your Lordship to that document ; and at the same time to offer my sincere congra-
tulations at the complete and triumphant success which has attended the Abolition
of Slavery in British Guiana; a success so much beyond what even the most
sanguine of the advocates for the abolition anticipated, that I am induced to look

O . .
forward to the cessation of the apprenticeship system without apprehension.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carm! Smyth.

Enclosure in No. 256.

GovERNMENT NoTICE.

TrEe following Speech, addressed this day by his Excellency the Lieutenant-goverror,
Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., to the Members of the Honourable
the Court of Policy and the Financial Representatives, in combined Court assembled, is
published, by command of his Excellency, for general information.

Guiana, Public Buildings, 26 January 1836. By Order of his Excellency,
H. E. F. Young, Government Secretary.

Gentlemen of the Court of Policy, and Gentlemen Financial Representatives in
combined Court assembled:—

IN meeting you upon the present occasion, I have very great pleasure in being enabled
to congratulate you upon the flourishing condition of this very important colony ; upon the
happy, tranquil and industrious state of our labouring population ; upon the very consi-
derable additional quantity of produce manufactured and exported as compared with the
years of slavery ; upon the improvements and new buildings which are every where rapidly
arising around us; upon the absence of crime, and upon the paucity of punishment. [do
not believe that any province of the British Empire can be justly quoted as being in a more
prosperous state than British Guiana. All interests in this colony are equally thriving.

II.

Tt is, however, gentlemen, the business of the legislator neither to be dazzled with pre-
sent prosperity, nor to be depressed with apparent adversity. He is calmly to consider
those measures, by the adoption of which the first is to be maintained and the latter to be
removed. Having triumphantly, successfully and prosperously taken the first great step
towards the emancipation of our labouring population; having personally witnessed the
working of the present system of apprenticed labour, we bave experience and practical
knowledge to assist us in forming our arrangements for the future. We have only our-
selves to blame if we are not as successful in the second siep as we have been with the first;
if the final results of the complete change, which will, in so very few years, inevitably take
place in the situation of the labouring class, is not attended with that mutual advantage to
the employer and to the labourer which has accompanied the commencement.

IIL

I believe there is hardly a person connected with this colony who is not now convinced
of the worldly policy of affording religious and moral instruction to the labouring class,
even should he not be actuated by considerations of a more exalted nature, Iam happy to
bear witness to the unwearied exertions of the reverend the ministers of the religion of
our Saviour, and of the several catechists, to whatever church or sect they may belong.
The mild precepts of the Christian religion, the pure morality inculcated by the Gospel,
have taken deep root in this colony. This, gentlemen, is not idle declamation. Look at the
weekly announcement of marriages; at the shame and sense of degradation which now accom-

pany
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any concubinage. Turn to the proceedings of the Supreme Criminal Courts; of the
an'erior Criminal Courts; to the periodical police reports of the Sheriffs ; inquire into the
pature of the crimes, and the number of prisoners, Examine the reports of the Special
Justices. Look into the gaols themselves. I ask ifany gentleman can point out any part
of His Majesty’s dominions where fewer crimes are committed ? where greater tranquillity
is enjoyed ? or, where the labouring population is more industrions? With these strong

roofs of the improved morality of the labouring Populatlon ; of the immediate practical

ood to be expected from the more enlarged diffusion of religious and moral instruction,
we are surely called upon by self-interest, independently of all higher mnotives, to do all in
our power to encourage and to gratify that anxiety for instruction which so happily prevails.
1t affords me pleasure to be able to state, that at this moment there are no less than nine
chapels building, the necessary funds for the construction of which have been raised by
subscriptions from amongst the proprietors, aided by the apprenticed labourers themselves,
Upon all occasions the apprenticed labourers have subscribed willingly and liberally (accord-
ing to their humbie means) towards'the construction pf a temple for the living God. A
people who thus act, who are so desirous of obtaining instruction and of raising themselves
in the scale of civilized life, are not likely to fly to the bush. They will not abandon their
ministers, their chapels, their schools, for the woods and wilds of the interior, provided their
homes are not rendered unhappy, On those estates where the apprenticed labourers are
comfortably located, where they have ihe undisturbed and undisputed possession of small
portions of land, and are protected and encouraged in the cultivation of the same, the
necessary labour required by their landlord will, in my opinion, be cheerfully afforded after
the 1st August 1840, for moderate and reasonable wages.

IV.

In reflecting upon the state of this province, and upon the good conduct of the apprenticed
labourers, let us not overlook the fact of no less than 12 police-sergeants, 120armed policemen,
and 12 police establishments having been judged necessary, and been actually decreed in
the Ordinance No. 43, for the government of the apprenticed labourers in this colony.
Such was the distrust, such were the apprehensions entertained at the moment. We have
not however built a single police station, nor have we a single armed policeran in the country
districts. Each judicial district has merely one unarmed messenger, employed under the
Special Justice, 10 deliver the necessary summons or citation to a witness in the case of a
complaint brought before him. The pay of these messengers is the only expense incurred
by the colony, in lien of the £.11,000 per annum, which was the lowest estimate of the
expense of the proposed police establishment. These facts, gentlemen, 1 appeal to with
pleasure. Judging of the future by the past, I am sanguine in my expectations of the for-
tunate result of the great and blessed change which has been so far happily accomplished.
The.decree which abolished slavery laid, I am fain to believe, the foundation stone of per-
manent prosperity for British Guiana.

V.

I have deemed it right, previously to entering upon the business of the session, to trouble
you with the foregoing observations. I will only add, that in the happiness 1 feel at the
present flourishing state of the province, in the satisfaction I experience at witnessing the
complete aud triumphant success of the line of conduct I felt it my duty to adopt, I amn
amply compensated for whatever opposition I may have met with, and for whatever ebul-
lition' of angry feeling may occasionally have been manifested towards my administration
of this government. Conscious of the integrity of my motives, these things in fact never
caused to me a moment of serious uneasiness. You way depend upon it, gentlemnen, that
you will find me as zealous in the discharge of my duty, and as anxious as I ever have been,
for the success of every measure which-may huve for its object the advancement of the
permanent prosperity of this important and magnificent colony.

VI.

I have now sincere pleasure in being able to announce to you the immediate and, as I
ll_ope, final termination of all discussions connected with our civil list. Of the two propo-
sitions forwarded from hence in the month of June last, I have received the King’s com-
mands to accept, in His Majesty’s name, of that which, after due consideration, %should
consider the best calculated for the good of his service and the welfare of the province. I
accordingly accept, in His Majesty’s name, of that plan which does away with the King’s
chest; places His Majesty’s incidental revenue at your disposal, as a part of your ways and
means ; and secures to the servants of the Crown the regular payment of their established
salaries, This plan is perfectly in accordance with my own views and wishes, as explained
to .you on former occasions, An Ordinance to carry this measure into operation has been
prepared, by my instructions, by the Attorney-general, and will forthwith be submitted to
the _Court of Policy. As soon as this Ordinance is passed, an order will be issued by His
Ma_jesty in council, placing this combined Court in possession of full authority with respect
tothe details of the yearly Estimates. I trust, gentlemen, that all causes, not only of present
bU_t even of possible future differences, with respect 10 our yearly financial arraogements,
being thus about to be removed, the happiness, tranquillity and prosperity of this colony will
Fest upon too secure a basis to be easily interrupted,

166, —11.

Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, Financial Representatives,—

"1 will not at present detain you any longer. You may now retire. I shall lose no time
in preparing, with the assistance of the Court of Policy, the Ordinance to which I have
referred, as also the Estimates for the service of the present vear. Assoon as the Lstimates
are.ready, and which I bope will be the case in a few days, I shall again call for your
assistance.

The importation duties having been so profitable, I hope you wjll deem it advisable to
propose the continuance of this source of revenue, which it appears will enable you to dispense
with the taxes on income and on gigs and horses, the abolition of which I earnestly recom-
mend, as diminishing the frequency of oaths and affidavits, an evil that every prudent and
moral legislator ought to endeavour to avoid, tending, as they do, to ‘place the conscience
and the pecuniary interests of the tax-payer at variance. In furtherance of this view, as
also with the object of substituting a mode of raising the revenue less varied in its items
and more simple in its form than that which now exists, it may be worth your attentive
deliberation to consider how far a duty on exports, in conjunction with that on imports,
can be so equitably adjusted to the general interests, as to render unnecessary any other
species of taxation, .

I also am equally anxious that the lastage or tonnage duty, payable at the Berbice River,
should be done away with, so that the two ports of the colony should be(})erfect]y assimi-
lated in poiut of expense. These things, however, you will duly weigh and consider at the
proper period ; I merely aliude to them at present as hints for your consideration.

26 January 1836. J. Carmichael Smyth.

—No. 257.—

No. 257. Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 28 January 1836.
I HavE the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly
o reports I require from the special justices for the month of December last.
Your Lordship will perceive, with pleasure, the very few punishments which have
been found necessary, and that they have only amounted to twenty-ome. I

trust that the period is not very distant when they may be done away with
altogether.

I beg leave further to lay before your Lordship the weekly reports from the
gaols of George Town and of New Amsterdam: a reference to these documents
will show your Lordship that in no part of His Majesty’s dominions are fewer
crimes or outrages committed. In fact, the most perfect tranquillity prevails,

and a ready obedience to the law is paid by all, without any coercive measures
being required.

Your Lordship will be able to judge of and to appreciate the industry and good-
will of the apprenticed labourers, by an inspection of the accompanying official
documents from the Custom-houses of George Town and of New Amsterdam.
The value of the additional produce exported during the year 1835, as compared
with the average of the years of slavery, is not far short of half a million sterling,
and has required twenty-seven additional merchant vessels, and furnished employ-
ment for 540 additional British seamen to convey the same to Europe. These
incontrovertible facts require no comment. The value of the imports into British
Guiana, during the same period, cannot be so correctly ascertained, as the Custom-
house here has no means of affording that information, which can only be got at
through the Custom-houses in Great Britain and Ireland ; but the collector informs
me that, 1n his opinion, they have more than doubled during the last year. There
is a general appearance of happiness and content, and a marked improvement in
the dress and in the comforts of the labourers and of their families most gratifying
to behold, and which are too evident not to be apparent to the most careless
observer. 1 have the pleasure of being able to report to your Lordship, that
nothing can be more favourable than the present state or the futare prospects of
this colony, as far as I am enabled to judge.

I have, &c.
(signed)  J. Carm' Smyth.

LEnclosure
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Enclosure (A.) in No. 257.

EPITOME of the MoxTnLy RErPORTS from the Firreen StipenDIaRY SPECIAL JUsTicEs in British Guiana,
for the Month of December 1835.

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

WesTERN DIvIsioN.
C. H. Strutt, Faq.

LasTERN Division,
XK. Heyland, Fsq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

1. ARE the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

They are.

Yes. -1 bave visited sixteen
estates during the month;
pames given in the original
Report.

I have visited 24 estates
during the month ; names
given in original Report.
The labourers in this district
are civil, contented and cheer-
ful.

9. Havethey performed their
work during the lust month
with alacrity and good-will ?

They have, with the exeep-
tion of a few badly-disposed
individuals on  plantation
¢ Bachelor’s Adventure.’

The work has been per-
formed with alacrity and geod-
will generally.

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

On plantation ¢ Bachelor’s
Adventure’ the apprenticed
labourers have not been doing
their work either so readily
or so willingly as I could wish ;
some of them are decided
skulkers, and 1 anticipate
trouble with them ere I shall
be able to bring them to a
sense of their duty., The
Messrs Hopkins are the pro-
prietors; Mr. Grant is the
attorney.

The work has not been
readily performed on planta-
tion ¢Woodlands, George
Ruainey, attorney; John Mit-

chell, manager. And oa plan-

tation
Douglas, attorney;
Ennis, manager.

¢ Good Hope,” John
Patrick

The work has been per-
formed with alacrity and good-
will, except on ¢ Cumming’s
Lodge.’

The work has been unwil-
lingly perforaed by the women
in the strong class. Maclean
and (‘arnet joint proprietors ;
manager, T. M‘Donald.

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working th.e seven hours

and a hulf . .
law; alf per day, as fixed by

6. What are the working
Jours most generally in use
I your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the Jabourers are com-
pelled.lo lay by for two or three
Bours in the middle of the day,
aud then to complete their
Seven hours and a half in the
aftempon (by which division
of theu: labour they have little
or no time to themselves) ¢ If
Yes, have the goodness to
hame the estates, proprietors
Or altornies, and the munagers,

~

166, —I1.

? species of voluntary task-
wofk is generally resorted to
jn my district, both managers

‘andapprenticedlabourers being

guided by the taritf.

In general ; it is, howe?er,
optional with the apprenticed
labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

On plantations ¢ Clonbrook,’
¢ Ann’s Grove,” ¢Cove and
John,’” ¢Paradise, ¢ Enmore’
and *¢ Buchelor’s Adventure,
the hours of labour are from
seven to eleven and from one
to half-past four; on the other
estates they are allowed to
work their hours off without
intermission, or are guided by
the tariff in their voluntary
task-work, frequently finishing
a proper quantity of labour in
four or five hours.

When task-work is not re-
sorted to, the hours of labour
in general use are from seven
to half-past two o’clock p. m.

On plantation ¢ Cane Grove,’
G. L. Bell, attorney and
manager ; and ¢ Broom Hall,’
William Booker, attorney and
manager. The hours of labour
are from seven to eleven, and
one to half-past four. On
plantations ¢ Fellowship’ and
¢ Park Front,” the labour is
performed in five days, at the
 rate of nine hours per day.

The labourers generally
commence work at seven
oclock, and go on until they
finish ; on no estate are they
compelled to lay by in the
middie of the day.

(continued on page 124.)
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December 1835.]

DISTRICT (C.)

"Town,
George Ross, Esq.

RIvVER.
Captain Delafons, r.N.

UrrER RIVER.
Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D))
Captain Allen,

Answers to Question 1.

Ve

They are.

Yes, generally so, with some
few exceptions, during the
month., [ have visited all
the estates under my magis-
terial charge.

On some estates they are,
but on others quite the reverse.
I have visited eleven- estates
(names given in original Re.
port) and the hospitals thereon
during the month.

Yes, generally so, 1 vistef
ten estates and the hospitaly
thereon (namen given in orig
nal Report); I likewise vigj
twenty other estates or woy.
cutling establishments (name;
given) during the month,

The apprenticed labourer
are, for the most part, cop.

tented and happy; those «f
¢ Maria’s Lodge,’ *Chantilly
and ¢ La Parfaite Harmopje'
excepted.

Answers te Question 2.

Judging by the paucity of
complaints, the conclusion to
be drawn respecting the dis-
position of the apprenticed
labourers is favourable,

Generally, some few excep-
tions only.

On several estates they
have not,

Yes, with some few excep-
tions.

Answers to Question 3.

No, generally.

Yes, particularly on ¢ Litile
Diamond,” Mgssrs, Blake and
Bishop, trustees, and Roger
Hunter, manager ; ¢ Garden of
Eden,” Messrs., Mangel and
Luther, attornies, and L. M.
Cruikshank, manager; ¢ Friend-
ship, Messrs. Rivers and
Koolas, attornies, Roderick
M¢Kenzie, manager ; ¢ Farm,’
Messrs. Rivers and Koolas,
attornies, and Jobn M‘Kenzie,
Imanager.

The work has not ben
readily performed on plants
tion ¢ Chantilly,’ Alexander
Stevenson, proprietor, C. H,
Jones (late) manager ; ¢ Vrede-
stein, Stewart and M‘Cor
mack, managers; P. Youn;
¢ Maria’s Lodge,’ Lane an
Paul, attorvies, G. Johnstor,
manager ; ¢ La Parfaite Har
monie,” Mr. St. Felix, po-
prietor, J. Parlee, manager.

Answers to Question 4.

Task-work is resorted to on
the estates in this division of
the district; the town me-
chanics work the legal time.

They work the seven hours
and @ half per day, as fixed
by law.

The labourers in this part
of the district generally pre-
fer working the seven hours
and half a per day, as fixed by
law; but on many estates
they do not perform. one-half
the work which by assiduous
and steady industry they
might easily petform in that
time.

Task-work is generallyre
sorted to.

Answers to Question 5.

On the estates attached to
this division, the labourers
usually begin about seven
o'clock .M., and lay by when
their task is finished,

From seven a. m. until half-
past two p.M. None are obliged
to lay by during the day.

The working hours most
generally in useare from seven
A.M.to half-past two p.m. [ am
not aware of any estate in this
part of the district to which
the latter part of this question
applies.

Working bours, where
task-work is resorted 10, vl
to eleven A. ., twelve to half
past three », w. Therear®
estates where t.hle lab(;)urertshﬁ
compelled to lay by
hourze in the mi)('idle of e
day.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

J. W. Brittain, Esq.

During the month, I have
visited the hospitals on five
estates, and the labourers ap-
pear contented and civil.

Yes; during the month I
have visited the hospitals of
22 estates on Leguan, 19 es-
tates on Wakenaam and three
estates on Hog Island, being
the whole of the estates in this
district.

They are perfectly civil, and
appear contented and cheerful.
I bave visited and conversed
with the labourers, and have
also inspected the hospitals on
hineteen estates (names given
in original Report). The sick
are by no means numerous,

and appear well taken care of, .

They are, with very few
exceptions, civil, contented
and cheerful.

Generally throughout the
district, with the exception of
plantation ¢ Cornelia Ida ;" but
that only commenced last
Tuesday, and I understand
they returned to their work
this morning.

Yes,

They have, on every estate
in this district.

Theydo the amount of work
expected from them with the
more alacrity and gocd-will,
as on almost every estate in
the district ; additional labour
is performed for hire,

Ocly the above and some
few of the women attached to
plantation ¢ Fellowship ;” but for
some time the conduct of these
apprenticed labourers has been
most excellent,

Plantation ¢ Cornelia Ida,
Mr, Vyohouse, attorney ; Mr.
George Ross, manager.

¢ Fellowship,” Captain Wa-
terton, proprietor; Mr, S. Wa-
terton, manager.

Generally task-work,

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

I have visited the only
estate in the district (planta-
tion ¢ Affiance”), where discon-
tent prevailed during the
month before last.

The labourers are now
working cheerfully there, the
same as on other estates.

(eontinued on page 126.)

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work .is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred by the
labourers,

Task-work is very generally
resorted to in this district.
Indeed, 1 have not heard of
any work in the district not
done in that way, except the
picking of coftun and cofiee,
which the managers assert
does not admit of being done
by task.

_The bell, on most estates,
Tbgs at séven, and the la-
bouters usually remain until
their task is finished,

166.—17.

Upon no estates are the la-
bourers compelled to lay by.
They work as they like. The
hours are from about six to

twelve, one, two, three, four’

and five, according to circum-
stances, and the bargain made.

The labourers go to work at
half-past six or seven, and
finish at their option. They
are not compelled to lay by in
the middle of the day cn any
estate in this district.

The hour they are expected
to turn out is seven a.M.
Some turn out earlier, in order
to have more time to work
extra for hire. ‘The most able
and diligent labourers often
finish the scale of work as-
signed to them in little more
than four hours. The more in-
dolent take six ; but all prefer
finishing an assigned scale, to
remaining seven hours and a
half in the field. No com-
plaint has been made respect-
ing the hours of labour.
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] DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L. DISTRICT ()
DISTRICT (1)
George Rose, Esq. John M¢Leod, Esq. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. J. 0. Lockhart Muir, By,
/ . '
Generally they are. [ Yes, generally. During the month, I have | I'have visited all the ey
. | bave visited every estate in visltgd twelve estates and the | in my district. In general ¢
« | the district some two or three hospitals thereon, and found | labourers are civil, contenty]
-R | times, and several of the hos- the apprenticed labourers civil, | and cbeerful,
§ pitals. contented and cheerful,
<
R
§
g
b
‘
>
o Generally they have. In most instances, In general they have. Yes, with few exceptions,
®
3
3
<
R
§
g
s
<
\
p
No, with the exception of | No. Generally it has. In the No.
a few. best gangs there are idlers
and indifferent characters ;
such of course excepted.
)
=
-2
B
&
L
g
g
S
~
.
< Yes, it is generally pre- The task.system is resorted Task-work is most gene- A specified portion of wi,
¢ : ferred by the labourers. to; the labourers preferring | rally performed by the la- | is‘usually allotted to each I,
2 the same, bourers. 'They work it dili- | bourer.
§ gently in general, and in so
< doing are early at home;
8 some at one, some at two
» o’clock, according to their ac-
§ tivity and diligence.
S
~
.

—

Answers to Question 5.

/

From seven to half-past two,
or until their taskis finished,
which is often as early ux half-
past twelve; and optional
with themselves whether they
rest or not during their task.

From half-past six till the
- day’s labour is performed.

As the labourers in general
prefer task.work, which they
finish as it suits themselves,
they are not conirolled there-
in. The bell rings, or shell
is blowia at eleven and one
o’clock, to mark time,

Work is generally o
menced about seven 0¢¥
and the labourers returm w
they have completed ther
portions of specified work
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

EasTerN Division,
K. Heyland, Esq.

WesSTERN Divisiox,
C. H. Strust, Esq.

6. Do the labourers on
any estale in your district
erform extra labour for hire?
If yes, name the estates, the
rate of wages for extra work,
and state how and when the
payments are made; and if
extra work is not performed
for wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment,  If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
vaiiably perform extra labour
for hire, eurning from 6 bits
to 2 f.(guilders), and some-
times a dollar a week, which
is paid npon demand.

The offer to employ field
labourers during their own
hours bas not been repeated,

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

On all the estates in my dis-
trict the lahourers employed in
the boiling-houses und about
the buildings receive wages
for extra labour, varying from
two to four guilders per week
each. On plantations ¢ Dock-
four,” ¢Lowlands’ and *Bee-
hive,’ the gangs employed in
cane-cutting are also in receipt
of wages for extra labour, from
two to three guilders per week
each. At* Anne’'s Grove’ the
cotton pickers are allowed one
bit for every 10 lbs. above
50 lbs. ; payments monthly.

The labourers perform extra
labour for hire in the manu-
facture of sugar and picking
cotton and coffee; also, men
employed in-punts, schooners,
&c. Two stivers per hour in
the buildings, five stivers for
every 10 lbs. of cotton, and
five stivers for a basket of
coffee. The men employed
in the schooners and punts
are paid according to the dis-
tance, five stivers (o 20 a trip,
according to the distance.
Run, tobacco and sugar also
allowed them,

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
anyattempt Lo esist authority,
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences bave taken place.

Three trifling instances on
plantations ¢ Batavia,” ¢ He-
lena’ and ¢ Belmont’

On * Helena’ and ¢ Belmont’
some slight attempt was made
to resist authority.

There have been none

None.

8. In the event of any dis-
position baving been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspi-
racy ? oris it only with respect
to a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that you have had
complaints made ?

The neglect of work on plan-
tations ¢ Woodlands’ and ‘Good
Hope’ was so general that 1
have been induced to attribute
it to combination.

The strong women of plan-
tation ¢ Cumming’s Lodge’
conduct has been very rude to
those in authority over them,
and so general as to induce
me to attribute it to combina-
tion, not to perform their work.
This only attaches to the wo-
men ; the men and other wo-
men are going on very well,

9 Has the attendance of
the preedial labourers at church,
and of their ckildren at school,
been regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

The attendance at church
has not been equal to the ac-
commodation afforded them;
that of their children at school
has been to the full of the
extremely limited means of
instruction open to them.

I think I may say it bas.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has been
good, and of their children at
school.

10. Have you, individually
8 a magistrate, and has the
Conrt over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month? and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

Oune - - - 20 stripes.

None,

None.

11 Has any manager, over-
seer, or other);)emon gin :mtbo-
ity over the preedial labourers
¢ fined or otherwise pu-
hished bj,: the Court over which
Jou preside during the preced-
g month, for misconduct
Yowards any labourer or la-
urers? Have there been
any instances of the labourers
b:Vlng been detained at work
in‘yond the legal hours ? and,
m:il_ch case, has the shilling
v'd I0g per hour for each indi-
Wual laboyrer been levied ?

166,11,

James Rutherford, manager
of plantation * Carlion Hall,’
and W. H. Whitecombe, over-
seer of plantation ¢ Strathaven,’
were each fined five pounds
for the maltreatment of ap-
preuticed labourers.

I fined an overseer at plan-
tation ¢ Paradise,’ named Wat.
son, 22 guilders for unneces-
sary severity to a woman of
the estate when acting as con-
stable.

There have been no in-
stances of any labourers hav-
irg been detained beyond the
legal hours during last month
in my district,

One manager has been fined
10 shillings.

(continued on page 128.)
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DISTRICT (C)

——

DISTRICT (D,

Town,
George Ross, Esq.

RivER.

Cuptain Delafons, R.N.

Urper RI1VER,
Captain Coleman.

Captain Allen,

On the estates in this divi-
sion extra work for hire is per-
formed about the buildings, at

None by force.
On plantation ¢ Ruimveld,’
24 Dec. a gang of 28 labour-

Extra labour for hire is ge-
nerally performed in and about
the buildings, at the rate of

The detail respectin
la.bour for hire andgv?:::
given &c. has not varied s,

& | the rate of one and a half to | ers were complained of for | from one and a half to two last report on that subject,
§ | two bits per day; payment | neglect of duty, rushed out of | bits per day, prompt payment.
S | prompt; and on plentation | court, and for a short time It is rarely performed for hire
g ¢ Sophia,’ a coffee estate, extra | effected their escape, but the in the fields.
> { work is done when the crop is | ringleaders returned the rame
* | to be picked. day, and were sent to the
§ tread-mill and solitary con-
g finement.*
~

.
: No. * The above is the answer to There have been some in- | There have been some indi
] No. 7 query. stances of insubordination, but | vidual instances of insubordi
< No. 6 query is answered in | no attempt to resist authority nation, but none of & com
S the original Report, No. by force in this part of the | binedor general nature, Ther
£ district. has been no attempt to resin
g authority by force, except that

. of a drubken man resisting
AR being confined.

( There have been no symp- Where such conduct has There have been many com- | Thecomplaintsabout neglet

plaints made against idle ap-

of work last month I haverather

o | tomsof insubordination or con- | taken place, I attribute it to
3 spiracy. the idle and -disorderly. At | prentices, though but few dis- attributed to bad mauagemen
£ Ruimveld, on the 24th Dec. | orderly; and I cannot but at- | of the estates concerned, tha
8 1 solely attributed it to the | tribute it to a conspiracy } to any combination or co
< influence which Alexander, | among them to perform as | spiracy. In other respects,
8 apprentice labourer, held over | little work for their employers few idle or disorderly appren
£ the gang; he I sentenced to | as they possibly can. tices only have been com
§ 14 days’ hard labour (tread- plained of.
2 mill) and to 10 days’ solitary
N confinement.
e
g The places of worship and Yes. Yes. The attendance af t
é schools are well attended, and church of St. Mark, when
8 the accommedation quite suf- divine service was perform
w | ficient. last montb, has little varied ; that of the childm
2 has increased; but the attendance in either c
g is not equal to the local accommodation.
&1 None. None. . One - - 25 stripes. Nonge.
= Four} Three- - 20 do. each.
-2
g
54
2
£
©
g
S
b

- |

.

No. None, No. No case of the nature &
occurred, or heen substanti

= last month.
S
i
<)
2
w
:
~
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N qumimm——

DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Burtlett, Esq.

¥
DISTRICT (F.)
George 'Killocl'c, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.) ]

J. W. Brittain, Esq.

L

Only about the buildings;
fremen, boilermen and engi-
peers; Tate ol wages about two
stivers per hour, paid generally
weekly, in silver.

Upon every estate the la-
bouiers perform extra work for
hire; upon some the whole
gang are paid; on others only
the cane-cutters and those
about the buildings. The wages
are from one bit to three guil-
ders per week.

Extra work for hire is very
generally performed ; the rate
of wages Is from a guilder to
one and a half per day, accord-
ing to the work they are em-
ployed at. They are usually
paid monthly. There are,
however, a very few estates
on which, from wha: cause I
have not been able to ascer-
tain, the labourers, particularly
the females, are averse to field-
work,

On almost, if not every es-
tate in the district,extra labour
is performed for hire by the
men, women, and even chil-
dren. The general rate of hire
is five bits for the amourt of
work expected as a day’s la-
bour from an able apprenticed
labourer. On the estate where
I at present reside, ¢ La belle
Alliance,’ I this day saw from
six to eight guilders paid to a
considerable number of labour=
ers, for extra labour performed
during the week.

Some insubordination was
shown by the women of the
¢ Fellowship’ and ¢ Cornelia
Ida,’ but soon checked.

Noue.

Nothing whatever of this
nature has taken place,

Nothing like an attempt to
resist authority by force in this
district has come to my know-
ledge during the last month.

Mostly the same idle and
disorderly  apprentices are
complained of,

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly appren-
tices that complaints bave been
made,

Wholly with respect to the
latter.

There has been some ai-
tempt on the part of the preg-
nant women, in the very early
stage, and some only pretend-
ing to be so, to refuse to do
their work, even in the weekly
gang. By punishing some of
the worst with solitary con-
finement for a short time, I
trust this combination will
shortly be put an end to.

(continued on,page 130)

Yes.

The churches and schools
are well attended, but there
are only two churches in the
district, whilst there ought at
least to be double as many.
There is likewise a great
want of schools,

As usual, and generally to
the full extent of the accom-
modation.

The attendance of the ap-
prenticed labourers at church
is to the full extent of the ac-
commodation afforded, and the

church is abcut to be immediately enlarged for their con-
venience. The evening school of the rector is also well
attended, both by adults and children.

Ove - - 30 stripes.
Seven! Two-- 20 ,, each.
Four - 15 »

One - - 25 stripes,

One--15

One - » 25 stripes.
Three
One-- 8

One - - 20 stripes.
. JOne --15 ,
Five One - - 10 ,:
Two « « 8 do. each.

8 December, Geo, Waldie,
overseer, plantation ¢ Ben
Austel,’ was corhplained of
¥ two apprenticed labourers
for assaulting them; the ac-
tused having expressed his
Sorrow for his conduct, I per-
Mitted o compromise, his pay-
ing me 44 guilders, which

delivered 1 the complain.
aly, taking their receipt for
the same,

166.—1],

None.

No instances of either have
occurred.

No complaint has been made |

to me of the nature during the
month,
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DISTRICT 8 DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT M)
George Rose, Esq. J. M¢Leod, Esq. A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. J. 0. Lockhart Myir, By “
1
On the sugar estates occa- On sugar estates the per- Yes ; the labourers are hired Very little extra laboy fi
sionally, the boilermen and | sons about the buildings. either to the proprietors they | hire is performed, exeept | b
firemen do, and latterly un belong to, or to the other es~ | the manufacture of sugar O | ¢
«© | some of the cotton estates tates, for reasonable wages and | all the sugar estates, the py, | I
.§ | they have performed extra la- prompt payment. sons employed about thel, | U
% | bour in ginning and picking; ing house are paid, 0
§. wages vary; paid weekly or ¢
o ( when asked for, b
g :
<]
b
b
< fi
§
&
I
\ E
|
2 No. No. No. No.
£ ¢
s It
< b
2 I
g @
g c
< L a
7 R
Only of a few idle and dis- It is only with respect toa {| No, I do not think so; it No. ¥
o5 | orderly that I have had com- | few idle and disorderly appren- | exists amongst the idle and dis- | ©
g | plaints made, tices that complaints have been | orderly, and such after a fair
~,§ made. trial, if convicted, are brought
$ to a sense of their duty within f
& the pale of the ordinance. :;
oS
- 7
§ a
g 2
< o
I
| V
o r w
S
% Yes; since Tlast reported to It has, I have heard nothing to the Yes. ! ;‘1
g, your Excellency, 1 have had contrary, since the Rev. Mr. e
< J @n opportunity of going to the cbapel at Fowles, (which inone | Rossleft this section for Europe for the berefit of his health; A
% of my former reports | mentioned was built by the labourers in | divine service is from time to time performed by one of 2
§ | their own time, and in which a Wesle_y:n tinissioun_ry officiates every Sun- | the other ministgrs. Mr. Henry, the catechist, reads every u
B | dop;amd Jeving herved st rematkal e decent oderind | Sunday 1 o congregation, n abuence ofa clergymat. |y
=~ ir
( 4
S None. None. None. Twenty-two convictions(! =
: persons, one having best
= twice convicted)haveocc y
$ in this district during thel$ | ¢
& month, . ;
8 \ None were punished ] g
r whipping,
:
N
~ No. No. No. No. B
-
.
- 0
.S i
3 I
&) :
R g\
g t
g 8
N
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DISTRICT (A.)

STIONS DISTRICT (B.)
QUE ' EAsTERN D1vIsioN. WesTERN Divisiow,

A. M. .
K. Heyland, Esq. C. H. Strutt, Esq. M. Lyons, Esq

12. Have any complaints No complaints have been The only complaint that I [ = The complaints preferred are
been preferred 1o you during | made, except the two men- | have had during the preceding | by the indolent; I have care-
the last month, from any ap- tioned in answer to the 11th | month, worthy of mention, is fully investigated them, and

renticed labourers, respecting | query, referred to in my last answer. | almost invariably found them
their clothing, food, treatment, I have had Several.minor swer. | almost invariably found
or upon any subject? In the plaints, all of which I settled

event of any complaints having amicably between the parties,
been made to you, have you giving my best attention to
carefully investigated into the B h Ccase as it came bafore

matters, and caused justice to me.

be rendered to the parties, as
far a8 it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
tare of the complaints which
may have been preferred to you
in general terms,

13, Have any of the free None, There have been none. None.
children, upon any of the es-
fates in your district, been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent
and approbation of the parents
of the children.

14. How are the children The children are on every They are fed gratuitously, The children are fed and
fed ‘and taken care of on the | estate fed, taken care of, and | and have medical attendance | taken care of, and when un-
estates in your district? Are | allowed the advantage of me- | during sickness. well allowed the advantage
they fed from the stores of the | dical assistance and hospital While their mothers are in | of medical treatment as for-
estates gratuitously, and is an | treatment gratuitously, as pre- | the field, there are women ap- | merly. Women are appointed
additional quantity of salt fish | vious to their emancipation. | pointed to take care of them. | to take care of the young
and plantains issued for them, children when their mothers
or are they fed out of the al- are at work in the field.
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to takecare
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty ?
Are the children, when unwell,
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hos-
Pltal treatment of the estate,
in the rame manner as when
they were in a state of slavery ?

(continued on page 132.)

15 On how many estates in | None. The only day-schoolin my |  There has been an addi-
your district are schools esta- district is on plantation ‘En- | tional Sunday-school opened
blished? Name the estates, more. The estate belongs to | by Mr,Watt (at Bethel Chapel),
popretors and managers of Mr. Porley, who resides in | minister of the London Mis-
eatates haﬁng schools. England. Mr. Gordon is the. sionary Society.

manager.

16. Are there any remarks With respect to my answer | I h ave none. 1 consider the district tran-
o observations which you | to the 5th query, I bave to quil and quiet; the holydaya
E:Ythsh to convey to the | state that the labourersof Cane went off very well, the la-
nec:egna".t - governor, con- | Grove prefer to lay by in the bourers secmed very happy,
uillie with the peace, tran- | middle of the day; and I was and they were liberally sup-
g.m +y and happiness of the | fearful of interfering with the plied with pork, tobacco, pipes,
tendr;ﬂ under your superin- | labourersof plantation ¢ Broom rum and sugar by their em-
mmence? If yes, state the | Hall, as they were taking off ployers.

* : the cotton crop.
(signed) K. Heyland, (signed) C. H, Strutt, (signed) 4. M. Lyons, ]
S. 3. P, 8. 7. P, s.J. P,

166.—1T,
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DISTRICT {C.)

Town.
George Ross, Esq.

RivER.
Captain Delafons, R.N.

UrpER RIVER.
Captain Coleman.

T —
DISTRICT (D)

Captain 4llep,

—_—

Answers to Question 13.

Two complaints against a None. No. Twenty-seven complaigy
deficiency of clothing lLave have been preferred by g,
. | been preferred, and decided apprenticed labourers qury
% | upon; three for assault were the month (subject givey
8 | preferred, but dismissed, the original Report). In all jhy
'S | parties not baving again ap- cases 1 have carefully inquiny
S | peared to substantiate their into them, and rendered thy
< charges. Jjustice 1 thotight most elige
8 for the complaint,
w0
£
8
©
«®
<
[ No. None. No, none. No free children have bey

bound apprentices during t
month,

Answers to Question 14.

Answers to Question 15.

On the estates in this divi-
sion of the aistrict, the free
children have an allowance
of food, as well as nurses and
medical attendance.

The children are fed gra-
tuitously from the estates.
Women are specially appointed
to take care of the young
children; when they are un-
well they are admitted freely
into the hospitals.

With the exception of plan-
tations ¢ Little Diamond,’ Gar-
den of Eden’ and ¢ Prosperity,’
the children have an extra
allowance of provisions; they
are all provided with nurses
and medical attendance.

The children are usually f
by an allowance of salt fsl
and plantains to the mother,
unless when young, wheniti,
customary to give them a itth
rice, barley or sugar in lin
A woman is usually allows
to look after them when ther
mothers are in the field, wh
is exempted from other duy
when the number is conside
able. !

N. B.—The children &
Maria’s Lodge are not fed.

At plantations ¢Kitty’ and.

¢ Sophia’ chapels are esta-
blished, at which the children
are taught.

¢ Rome’ and ¢ Houston,” and
one is about to be established
at * Ruimveld.

Three; at¢ Petershall,” ¢ Per-
severance’ and the ¢ Craig ;" all
under the superintendence; of
the Rev. L. Strong.

Schools are establishel,
instruction giveu, on 10 st
(names given); on planiai®
¢ Wales, by an apprentie
labourer. |

Answers to Question 16,

Geo. Ross,
$.J, P,

(signed)

None, particularly ; but I
think the apprenticed labour-
ers generally appear to bave
a better feeling towards their
employers than I have before
observed.

(signed) Tho' Delafons,
S.J. P

None but what are herein-‘

before conveyed,

(signed) Thos Coleman,
5. J. Pu

L

Nil.

: . A”C”v
(signed) J. 4 o
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school Uetween them; also
¢ Waterloo’ and ¢ Moeyviile,’
of which Mr. Nableis attorney
and proprietor, all on Leguan,
There is a school upon Meer-
zong Wakenhaam, of which
Mzr. Bishop is attorney.

yet made in the instruction of
the apprentices or their chil-
dren, nor does sufficient encou-
ragement seem to be held out
to competent persons as teach.
ers, &c.

E ronnsll
DISTRICT (E.) DISTRiCT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq. Gevrge Killock, Esq. George Bull, Esq. J. W. Britiain, Esq.
[—
None. None. .No ¢omplaints have been No complaints have been
preferred. made to me during the month
by apprenticed labourers against
their employers.

None. None. None have been thus bound. None.

Plantations ¢ Hague,”¢ Gro- The children are taken care The children continue tn be I have only heard of one
vem;'eld’ and ¢ Met en IMeer- | of as formerly upon all the | taken care of in every respect | estate where any difference has
208, no foo‘d or doctor. ¢ Anna | estates in this district, except | in the same manner as when | been made in this particular
Catherina,’ ¢ Vreesen Hoop,” | upon ¢ Bellefields' and ¢ Ver- | they were in u state of slavery. | since the 1st of August 1834.
‘ William” and ¢ Best,’ no fpod, | trower,’ on Leguan,both owned On this estate, plantation ¢ Ex-
but doctor allowed. All the | by Mr. Bovell. mouth,’a cotton estate, the free
estates allow{ nurses when the children have the use of the
mothers are in the field. hospital, but no allowance of

food or clothing. These chil-
dren ure taken care of when
their mothers are at work.

Onsix estates; on one twice ¢ Enterprize’ and ¢ Endea- On five (names, &ec. given Plantation ¢ Anna Regina’
daily ; on the remainder twice | vour,” of which Mr. Rae is at- | in original report.) Little | alone basaschool onthe estate.
a week, torney and proprietor, have a | progress has, however, been as | There isa school held daily in

the parish church from four to
six o'clock p.m. at whichabout
100 attend, and on Sundays

between one and four o’clock, |

at which about 150 attend ; on
all which occasions the rector
is indefatigable in instructing
them.

Nil,

(sigued) Spry Bartlett,
166,11, 5. 1. P,

Nil.

(signed) George Killock,

$.J. P.

I have great satisfaction in
repeating my report of the ex-

ceflent conduct of the apprenticed Jabourers, and that they have worked assiduously, not

:'l‘l‘l."f for the preseut month, but during the whole year. T proc

on: t"_m (which I state upon good authority), that so far from the gloomy anticipations at

e Ime 50 prevalent having been realized by the result, the produce of the year on most of

o estates has seldom been equalled, and on some never exceeded, and if upon two or three
states there has been a small deficiency, the managers assure me the falling off has not
€0 occasioned by any want of diligence on the part of the apprenticed labourers.

There can be no better proof than

(signed) George Ball,
8. J. P,

Ithink it would be highly de-
sirable forat leasttwo schools to
be established, one at each end
of the district, at a distance from
the parish church, which is in the
centre. Several to whom I hae.
spoken approve of the principle, but
express great disappoiutment at he
British Government not having, ac-
cerding to promise, offercd to bear
some share in the expeuse of sach
establishments.

(signed) J. W. Briltain,s. 3.®.

(continued un page 134.)
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December 1835.]
DISTRICT (1)

DISTRICT (K.)
J. M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck De Groot, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (i

George Rose, Esq. J. 0. Lockhart Mui, Ex,
1 Na. One; not decided, in con- None of any importance. No.
. sequence of the indisposition
. of the defendant.
=
R
B
L
<
<
§
g
B
X
o [ No. No. No. No.
R
g
b
<
89
£
8
0
N
[ Generally the same as before Children taken same care of On most estates in the dis- On three estates the chi
the 1st of August 1834. as when in a state of slavery. | trict the children under six | dren are fed out of the allow
years have a gratuitous allow- | ances due to their parents;n
ance of food and medical at- | the others they are fed gne
. tendance. tuitously from the stores of the
h4 ' estates. On all, women an
% specially appointed to tak
2 care of the children, and thy
g bave the advantage of medial
¢ assistance and hospital tresk
2 ment.
%
X
. | . Thereareschools on almost [ On plantation ¢ Bleyaandel,’ On six estates. None,
= | all the estates among the la- | G. P. Van Hold attorney, un-
% | bourers themselves, on several | der charge ofthe Rev, S. Hey-
‘g | of which there are teachers | wood; ¢ Dentichum, Winter
S | engaged, and those at the | and Innes,’ J. B, Winter, Esq.
? places of public worship. attorney.
IS
L
g8
&
A
st
-
. Nil. None. —_— None,
<
®
-2
3
<
2 —
£
8 (True extractsé)_
s {signed) George Rose (signed) J. M'Leod, A. Van Ryck De Groot. "
< 5 2. 2. 5 3. P ¥ Private Secre

s

L ek et P e s
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Enclosure (B.) in No. 257.
WEEKLY STATE of PRISONERS confined in His Majesty’s Gaol of George Town.
Whites, Coloured and Biack. Aﬂ:)?::e'::.d TOTAL. In Hospital.
Maules. | Females, | Males. | Females, | Males, | Females. | Males | Females. Males. | Females.
Confined for Debt - S 1 - 4 - - - 4 1 - -
Sentenced by Supreme Criminal
Court - . - - 1 - - 1 2 - 3 1 - -
Ditto by Inferior ditto - - - 2 - 2 1 4 ) - -
Ditto by Special Justices - 1 - - - 29 a7 30 27 1 3
Ditto by Court Martial - -l n - 1 - - - 12 - - -
Awitiog Trial - - - 4 - 4 - 34 6 42 6 3 -
Runaway Apprentices - - - - - - - - - - - -
Torar - -| 18 - ‘ 11 1 67 34 95 36 4 3
British Guiana, Monday, 25 January 1836, (signed)  P. Horan, Keeper of the Gaol.
Enclosure (C.) in No. 257.
WEeEKLY STATE of PRIsSONERS confined in His Majesty’s Gaol of New Amsterdam.
. A iced . .
Whites, Coloured and Black. L[;‘I)::r‘el: TOTAL. In Hospital.
Males. | Females, | Males. | Females, l Males. | Females. | Males. | Females. | Mules. | Females.
Confined for Debt - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sentenced by Supreme Crimina
Court - - - - 2 - Q - - - Py - - -
Ditto by Inferior ditto - - - - 1 - 3 2 3 2 - -
Ditto by Special Justices - - - - - 3 1 3 1 - -
Ditto by Courts Martial - 1 - - - - - 1 - - -
Awaiting Trial - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Runaway Apprentices - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - -
ToraL - -| 3 - 3| - | 6 | 3 10 3 - -
British Guiana, Monday, 18 January 1836. (signed)  P. Simonelli, Keeper of the Gaol,
PuNisHMENTS for the Month of December 1835.
: Total Number The Average | The Marimum .
13?;?“:::? of Punishments | Proportion Total l;l::::zf‘::f Mules Total Nomber of Number of Tl::f gleav:;r;:;m The Maximum
ticeslh?ou h| inflicted under | per cent. . Nuwber of |  Stripes | Stripes in any one of Severity
outthe Iﬂ&%ld the authority of | of Punish- Otherwise | Females inflicted in |inflicted in any case of Fu. in any other
Province, m’ Special Magis- | ments to -By. than by | Pugished Pca§e; of P oqehcase tni nishment by qude of
Government, "“:l:;h;’;gel."’“" Apprentices.| Whipping. Whipping. bluvli;lltipi?;:;_ “w’;‘i:':i:g. Y | Confinewent. vuishment.
73,120 751 14 31 358 373 18 30 Three Months.| Ifl)a:‘red Mh?ll::u:
(A true copy.) H. E. F. Young, Gov. Sec.

Enclosure (D.) in No. 257.

RETURNS received from the Collector and Comptroller of the Demerara and Essequibo Districts, and from the
Acting Collector and Comptroller of Berbice District.

SUGAR. RUM. MOLASSES. { COTTON. COFFEE.
— Hogsheads, | Fi kins. Barrels, | Puncheons.{ Hogsheads| Barrels. Casks, Bales. Pounds.
13.36 * -| 63900 | 4,059 | 4,496 | 23.659 | 6,230 | 1491 27,160 | 2,319 3,278,930
% - | 52,544 | 3176 | 3,056 | 15,551 | 5,264 | 1,464 33,398 3,376 2,531,700
Jucrease 1 )
- 356 88 0 108 66 27 |- - =i - - 747,230
ecreasa . ’ i . 3- . 54 . 7 1. 9 .. . 6,238 1,057 7

British Guiana, 29 January 1836.

—No. 258.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 24 February 1836.
I HAvE the honour to forward the epitome of the monthly reports from the No. 258.
fifteen stipendiary special justices in British Guiana for the month of January.
I have, &c.
(signed)  J. Carmichael Smyth.

. Fn-losurs
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—
Enclosure in No.258. - - - - - ..
EPITOME of the MoxTHLY RerorTs from the FIFTEEN STIPENDIARY - e .,

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EasTErN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

‘WesTERN Division.
C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq,

1 Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and cheer-
ful ?

Yes, in general. I have vi-
sited seventeen estates (names
given in original Report) dur-
ing the month.

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month with
alacrity and good-will?

They have, with the excep-
tion of the labourers of plan-
tation ¢ Melville

They are. Yes. I have visited twenty.
8ix estates (nawmes given j
the original Report), during
the moath.

They have. The work on ¢ Cummings

Lodge” has not been perform.
ed with alacrity and goud-wil
during the last month,

3. Has the work on any estate
been unwillingly or not readily
performed? If yes, bave the
goodness 1o name the estate, the
proprietor, or his attorney, and
the manager, in order that an
inquiry may be forthwith in-
stituted into the causes which
may have led to such conduct.

The work has not been
readily performed on planta-
tion ¢ Melville,’ George Rai-
ney,attorney ; and David Hill,
manager,

The work bhas not been un-
willingly performed by the la-
bourers on any estate in my
district during tke month,
The complaints brought be-
fore me being generally against
a few idle and disorderly indi-
viduals, and not against any
gang in particular.

The work on ¢ Cummings
Lodge’ bas not been readily
performed. 'This only applie
to the strong women. Al
the other labourers perform
their work remarkably well,

Proprietors Messrs. Men-
burn and Garnet. Manage,
T. M*Donald.

4. Is task-work generally re-
sorted to within your district? or
do the labourers prefer working
the seven hours-and a half per
day, as fixed by law?

Voluntary task-work is ge-
nerally performed. The ap-

- prenticed labourers sometimes,

however, prefer to labour the
seven hours and a half,

A kind of voluntary task-
work is resorted to in my dis-*
trict (with bui few exceptions),
the managers and apprenticed
labourers taking the tariffas a
guide,

. Task-work is generally re
sorted to.

5. What are the working hours
most generally in use in your dis-
trict? Are there any estates in
your district on which the la-
bourers are compelled to lay by
for two or three hours in the
middle of the day, and then to
complete their seven hours and
a half in the afternoon (ty which
division of their labour they have
little or no time to themselves).
If yes, have the goodness to name
the estates, proprietors or attor-
nies, and the managers.

The hours (when task.work
is not resorted to) are from
seven to half-past two. On
plantations ¢ Fellowship’ and
‘Park Front,” the forty-five
hours’ labonr per week are
performed in five days; and
they in consequence lay by
for two hours in the middle of
the day.

The hours in general use
are from seven to eleven, and
from one to half-past four;
but, on all the estates, the la-
bourers are allowed to leave
the field as soon as they have
performed a reasonable quan-
tity of work according to the
tariff; and 1 have kunown
many of them to have finished
by eleven o’clock, a.M.

The labourers comment
work at seven, and go ou ul
they finish, — twelve, o
two and three o'clock, &
cording to the weather.
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DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

N e
. - - - - Enclosure in No. 258.

L . - SeeciaL Justices in British Guiana, for the Month of Janvary 1836,

\/”——
DISTRICT (C.)
e )
TowN, River. UrrER River.
George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, Rr.N. Captain Coleman.
They are. Yes. I have visited seven On some estates they are,

estates (names given in ori-
ginal Report), during the
month, and I observe a very
obvious improvement in the
cheerfulness of the apprentices
generally,

but on others the reverse. I
have visited ten estates
(names given in original Re-
port), during the month.

Yes, very generally so. I
inspected the hospitals on six-
teen estates, and also visited
thirteen estates (names given)
during the montb, in which
the only estates in which the

lahourers did not appear contented and happy,
were ¢ La Parfaite Harmonie,” ¢ Maria’s Lodge’
and ¢ Malgré-tout.’

With very few exceptions,
the work has been performed
with every appearance of good-
will

Yes, generally.

Oun several estates they have
not.

They have, with very few
exceptions,

With the exception of a
momentary  discontent on
plantation ¢ Sophia,” which
was allayed without having
recourse to corporal punish-
ment.  There has been no
manifestation of unwilling-
ness,

Generally no, with the ex-
ception of some idle females.

Particularly on plantation
¢ Litle, Diamond,” Messrs,
Blake and Bishop, trustees;
Roger Humber, manager,
Plantations ¢ Farm and Friend-
ship,’ Messrs. Reevers and
Koolas, attornies; and John
and Roderick Mackenzie, ma-
nagers,

The work has not been per-
formed with readiness by some
of the gang on plantation
¢ Malgre-tout,” C. F. Milne,
proprietor ; no manager. And
unwillingly by the gang on
plantation ¢ Maria’s Lodge,’
Lane and Paul, attornies; G.
Johnistone, manager,

On the last named estate, I
ascribe any misconduct of the
gangto have originated chiefly,
if not solely, with the ma-
nager-

Task-work is resorted to on
the estates in this division.
The town mechanics work the
legal time,

e ————

They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed
by law.

The labourers in this part of
the district generally prefer
working the seven hours and
a half per day; but on many
estates they do not perform
more than one-balf of the
work, which by assiduous and
steady industry they might
eagily do in that time.

A certain quantity of work
(without any written contract
to that effect) is generally
performed as a task through-
out the district.

(continued on page 136.)

On the estates attached to
is dmsloq, the labourers
:,s;allg b:eizlm about seven
ock, and lay by when their
taxklsﬁnisheg. d

1661

Generally from seven {o
half-past two p.m. There are
females who go later to the
field, consequently they re-
main longer at work. This is
an accommodation to them-
selves granted by the ma-
nagers,

The hours most generally
in use are from seven a.M, to
half-pust two .M. I am not
aware of any estate in this
part of the district to which
the latter part of this question
applies.

When no task is given or
accepted, the hours of labour
are usually from seven to
eleven o'clock, and twelve to
balf-past three o'clock; or
from seven to eleven o’clock,
and one to half-past four
o’clock. There are no estates
where the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by two hours in

the middle of the day. When"

complaints are made as to the
interval of rest, one hour has
been assigned by me for that
purpose.
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anuary 1836.]
DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Lsq.

—

DISTRICT (H,)
J. W. Brittain, Fsq

Answersto Question 1.

1 have visited the hospitals
on five estutes (names given)
during the month, and the
labourers appear to be con-
tented and cheerful. The only
estates 1 can except are plan-
tations Cornelia Ida and
Met en Meerjorg.

Yes. During the month I
have visited the hospitals on
twenty-twoestates on Leguan;
nineteen estates on Wakenaam,
and three estates on Hog
Island, in all forty-four estates,
being the whole of them in
this district.

They are perfectly civil,
and appear contented and
cheerful. I havevisitedtwenty
estates and tbe hospitals
thereon (names given in the
original Report) during the
month. The sick are not nu.
merous, and seem well taken
care of. Plautation ¢Van
Arnick’, Messrs. Murray and
Brothers, attornies, is the
only estate on which the hos-
pital is insufficient.

They are.

Answers to Question 2.

Onplantation ‘Cornelia Ida’
much work hasbeenlost during
the month, but previously to
Christmas, the conduct of the
apprenticed labourers on this
estate was most excellent.

They have worked with
much alacrity and apparent
good-will.

With very few exceptions.

Answers to Question 3.

Plantation ¢Cornelia Ida,
Mr. Vyhouse, attorney, Mr G.
Ross, manager. Plantation
¢ Met en Muizog,’ afew of the
women neplected their work,
but not {v any extent,

No.

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

Nothing like systematicor
general insubordination or un-:
willingness to do their wk
has been munifested by th'
apprenticed labourers on any|
estate in this distict.

Answers to Question 4.

N\ |7

\

On must estates task-work.

Task-work is genera! and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred by the
labourers,

Task-work is generally doe.
There is no estate wheretk
labourers prefer woiking it
seven hours and a half, nw hat
I heard of any individual &
prenticed labourer who madt|
choice of working in that %
during the last montb.

Answers to Question 5.

-~

The bell rings on the estates
generally at seven, and the
tabourers usually remain until
their task is finished,

The working hours are from
six to one, two, three, four, &c.
according to circumstances,
and the bargain made. The
labourers work as thevchocse.

The labourers go to work at
from balf-past six to seven in
the morning, and finish at their
option. They are not com-
pelled to lay by in the middle
of the day on any estate in
this district. )

The managers are satisfil
if the work expected be d
and well dene, and never
terfere with the labourersib
the hours it is done in; %
turn out late, which dw
countenance, by pointité o
not only its disadvautays?
their present state, but l:{
the expiration of the appre
ticeship, &e.
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DISTRICT (1.)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
Jokn M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

Generally they are. I have
visited every estate 10 the
district,and some ¢{Wo andthree
and even four times during
themonth ; 1bave also visited

Generally.

During the month T have
visited 21 estates (names
given) and inspected the hos-
pitals; I found the apprenticed
labourers civil, tolerably con-

I have visited all the estates
in my district. In general they
are so.

ferred by the labourers,

labourers prefer working the
seven hours and a half per
day, as fixed by law.

preferred amongst the appren-
ticed labourers ; they work it
diligently in general, and in
so0 doing are early at bome,
some at one and some at two
o'clock, in proportion to the
diligence and activity.

seversl of the hospitals. tented and cheerful.
Generally they have, In most instances. In general they have. Yes, with few exceptions.
No, except by a few. Not. Generally it has. Amongst No.
prime gangs there are idlers
and indifferent characters, &c.
Yes, generully ; and pre- Itis. On no estate do the | Task-work is most generally A specified portion of work

is usually allotted to each la-
bourer. '

From seven a. u. till stbeirv
tasks are completed.

166.—IT7,

From seven a.M, till the
day’s labour is finished.

The labourers preferring
task-work, finish it as it suits
themselves. The bells ring
or the shells are blown at
eleven and at one o’clock to
mark time.

Work is generally com-
menced about seven o’clock,
and the labourers return when
they bave completed the por-
tion'of specified work.

(continued on page 140.)
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January 1836.]
QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EasterN Division,
K. Heyland, Esq.

WEestTeERN DivisioN.
Co Ho Stmtt, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (B)
A. M. Lyons, Esq,

6. Dothe labourerson any estate
in your district perform extra la-
bour for hire? Jf yes, name the
estates, the rate of wages for extra
work, and state how and when the
payments are made, and if extra
work is not performed for wages,
state if reasonable wages have been
offered, with weekly payment. If
reasonable wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and rejected,
state to what cause you attribute
the refusal on the part of the la-
bourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar inva-
riably perform extra labour for
hire, and earn from six bits to
two or three guilders a week,
which is paid on demand. The
field labourers on plantations
¢ Helena,” ¢ Supply’ and ¢ Good
Hope’ very generally perform
extra labour for hire, at the
rate of twn gnilders for a cer-
tain task.

On all the estates in my dis-
trict, the people employed in
the hoiling-houses and about
the buildings receive wages for
extra labour,attherate of from
two 1o three guilders per week.
The field gangs of ¢ Beehive,’
¢ Dochfour,” ¢ Lowlands,”’
¢ Greenfield,” do occasionally
work for hire also.

7. Have there been any instances
of insubordination, or any attempt
to resist authority by force in your
district? If there bave been any,
name the estates on which such
occurrences have taken place.

One trifling instance on
plantation ¢ Broom Hall.

There have been none,

Extra labour for hire P
formed in the manufacture of
sugar, two stivers per hoy.
and on the cotton estates duriy
crop time, generally speaking;
all the people employed i
schooners and other craft
paid so much a trip, froma }j
to a guilder,

The strong women on pla
tation ¢ Cumming’s Lodge’ b
been very insubordinate,

8. In the event of any disposition
having been manifested by any of
the labourers to neglect their work,
or to behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such mis-
conduct been so general as to in-
duce you to attribute it to any
combination or conspiracy; or is
it only with respect to a few idle
and disorderly apprentices thatyou
have had complaints made?

I have attributed the neglect
of work on plantation ¢ Mel-
ville’ to combination. There
have been during the month
50 convictions against appren-
ticed labourers of this estate.

9. Has the attendance of the
pradial labourers at chureh, and of
their children at school, been regu-
lar und to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local cir-
cumstances of your district?

The attendance of the labour-
ers at charch has not been
equal to the accommodation af-
forded ; that of the children at
school has been to the full of
the very limited means open
to them.

It has.

ers at church has been g
and of their children at schod
has been regular. Theatteod
ance at the Bethel Chapelhs
been numerous, as well a8 ¢
the schoni.

R

10. Have you, individually as a
magistrate, and has the courtover
which you preside, been under the
necessity of ordering punishment
by whipping during the preceding
month? and, if answered in the
aftirmative, state the number of
delinquents so punizhed, and the
extent of punishment awarded in

. each case.

... One - - 30 stripes, -
F“e[Fuur - 25 , each,

[ One - - 12 stripes.

Tw“LOne «=10

None.

The attendance of the labou.

ey

11. Has any manager, overseer,
or other person in authority vver
the praedial labourers been fined or
otherwise punished by the court
over which you preside during the
preceding month, for misconduct
towards any labourer or labourers ?
Have there been any instances of
the labourers having been detianed
at work beyond thie legal hours;
and, in such case, has the shilling
sterling per bour for each indi-
vidual labourer been levied ?

One mandger and one over-
seer,have been fined each 5/,
for wviolating the Ordinance
(No. 43,) by beating or mal-
treating apprenticed labourers.

I have not had occasion to
fine, or otherwise punish any
person in authority during the
month.

One overseer fined 2k f
an assault on an apprent ‘

labourer,
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DISTRICT (C.)

Town.
George Ross, Esq.

River.
Captain Delafons, r. N.

Urprer River.
Captain Coleman,

DISTRICT (D)
Captain Allen.

On the estates in this divi-
sion, extra work for l;xrg is per-
formed about the buildings at
the rate of oveand a half to two
bits per day, payment prompt;
and on the plantation ¢ Sophia
coffee is picked for hire during
the crop season.

None, but in the boiling-
house.

Extra labour for hire iy ge-
nerally performed about the
buildings at the rate of from
one totwo bits per day, prompt
payment; itisrarely performed
for hire in the field.

The labourers perform extra
work for wages on sixteen es-
tates (names given) about the
buildings during the manufac-
ture of sugar, and on many of
them for work done in the field,
chiefly cutting canes,

Wages from two to four
guilders, and from one to three
guilders per week, and from
one to two bits per day.

With the exception of the
momentary fit of bad humour
at plautation ¢ Sophia,’ already
alluded to, there has been no
insubordination in this divi-
sion.

None.

There bave been some in-
stances of insubordination, but
no attempt to resist authority
by force in this part of the dis-
trict.

There have been one or two
ndividual instances of insubor-
dination, bat none that merit
repetition.

There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

There has been no organized
combination.

No; where such may be
visible, I attribute it to the idle
and disorderly.

A strong disposition has been
manifested by many of the la-
bourers to resist their work, and
by some to behave rudely to
those in authority over them,
and such misconduct has heen
so general, as to induce me to
attribute it to a conspiracy
amongst them to perform as
little labour as they can.

It is only with respect to a
few disorderly apprentices that
any well-grounded complaints
have been made.

e

The places of worship and
schools are well attended, and
the accommodation is quite
sufficient,

Yes.

Yes.

The attendance of the labour-
ersat St. Mark’s church was
equal to the local accommoda-
tion ; that of their children at
school there has little varied,
and is not equal to the accom-
modation.

None,

e

. fOne - = 24 stripes.
T%oy One =18 ,,

One - = 30 stripes.

One - - 25 stripes.

6 Five employers have been
fﬂed by me during the month
or offences under Ordinance
(No. 43)

1 66.“IIO

Yes; Mr. Philip Edghill
has been fined by me ten guil-
ders for a trifling assault upon
an apprenticed labourer on
plantation ¢ La Penitence.’

No.

No.

(continued on page 142.)
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT ()
Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Eeg
r ——— |

~~—

Only those about the build-
ings, such as firemen, engi-
neers, boilermen; they are

Upon ‘every estate extra
labour is performed; upon
many the whole gang are

Extra labour for hire in the
boiling-house is universally
performed, and on most estates

Extra labour i ve,
rally resorted 0 in :’l}]'i'ge:;
trict ; men, women and erey

Answers to Question 8.

Ida’evidently conspired to neg-
lect their work: alsoa few of the
females (about nine) on planta-
dion ¢Met en Meezog.” The
male labourers punished by
whipping are mostly runaways
and old offenders.

prentices that complaints
have been made.

« | paid weekly in silver. always paid ; on others, only | in the field also, though not | children perform it,
B Average .rate for extra | the cane-cutters and people | with the same alacrity, the fe- | many estates they are y
§ wages, about two stivers per | about the buildings. The | males being more averse to it weekly; on some, I beliey
& hour. wages are from one bit to two | than the males. with their own comm,
Y and three guilders per week, monthly. 1 receive no eop,
v according to circumstances. plaints on this head. On
g ] estate where I am now |,
& cated, ¢ La Belle Allianes’
< about 1,000 guilders have by
paid for the two last mopty
for extra labour.
=1 Only with respect to some None. None, but a very few indi- None.
£ | of the women belonging to vidual cases of no importance,
Q@ | plantation ¢ Cornelia Ida.’
2!
[
:
w -
( The female apprenticed la- | Itis only with respecttoa | Solely with respect to the | Although the numberofeon.
bourers of plantation ‘Cornelia | few idle and disorderly ap- | latter. plaints have exceeded thosed

the preceding, it will be see,
on inspecting the record, that
a great many of them wereof
a nature to call for very smil
punishments. I have seenm
reason to apprehend anything
like a general combination b
resigtance on any estate in te
district.

Answers to Ques. 9.

Yes.

—.

r

The churches are always
filled and the schools well at-
tended. There is a lamenta-
ble deficiency of both schools
and churches in this- district.

It bhas been as regular as
usual, and 1 think to the full
extent of the accommodation.

It has, both as regards the -
pareuts end children, Fur
ther accommuodation, both &
to churches and achools, 3
required, to meet the wa
and wishes of the apprentie
labourers generally.

-

i |

Answers to Question 11.

S ) J Three - 30 stripes each. | Three - 39 stripes each. One - 39 stripes. Two - 15 stripeseich
» | Nine{ Three - 25 » One =30 ,, Seven Two -10 5
3 Three - 15 » Four - 25 ,, each, Three- &8 4
'§ Ten{ One -20 ,,
& One - 15 »
2 One -12  ,,
% One - 10 ,,
<
None, None, None. No complaints of this sat®

have been made.
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pISTRICT (L.)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John M¢Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
4. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)
J. 0. Lockkart Muir, Esq.

e

Extra labour is not much

rformed or required in this
district; on some of the sugar
estates a few about the build-
ings are employed occasi-
onally. Wages varies; in a
few instances reasonable wages
have been offered, and rejected,
a8 not being sufficient, Pay-
ments made weekly, or when
asked for.

On all estates the persons
employed about the buildings,
whilst manufacturing sagar,

Yes, the lahourers are hired
either to the proprietors they
are attached to, or to the other
estates, for reasonable wages
and prompt payment,

On sugar estates, about the
buildings, a littie extra labour
in the field has also been per-
formed. I think the inclina-
tion to work for wages is in-
creasing. T have been anxious
to introduce task-work for
wages, but have not yet suc-
ceeded, &c.

No.

No.

None whatever,

stance of insubordination and combination among the whole
of the women gang; they appear to have been dissatisfied,
in consequence of some women having been required to go to
their work after having been discharged by the medical at-
tendant. They evinced the feelings first by doing little.

On plantation ¢Port Mou-
rant, there has Leen an in-

Only with respect to a few
idle and disorderly, I have had
complaints made,

Complaints preferred during
the month have been against
old offenders.

No, I do not think so; it is
amongst the idle and disor-
derly it exists; and such, after
a fair trial (if convicted), meet
their desert in the pale of the
ordinance,

Replied to above,

166.~IT,

Yes, It has, 1 have heard nothing to the |  Yes.
contrary. Since the Rev.
J. Ross left the station for Europe, for the
benefit of his health, almost every Sunday a
clergyman performs divine service, or Mr.
Henry, the catechist, reuds the Scriptures and
prayers for the congregution.
Noe, Two - 20 stripes each. None. None,
No. No. No. Mr. A. M‘Watt, a manager

and part proprietor of a cattle
farm, has been fined 20s¢, for
an assault on a predial la-
bourer in his service,

(continued on page 144.)
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836. DISTRICT (A.
January 1836.] (A) ‘ DISTRICT (8)
QUESTIONS. EasTerN Divisiox. WestzRN DivisioN. 4. M. Lyons, By
K. Heyland, Esq. C. H. Strutt, Esq. ’

12. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during the
last month, from any appren-
ticed labourers, respecting their
clothing, food, treatment, or
upon any subject? Intheevent
of any complaints having been
made to you, have you care-
fully investigated into the mat-
ters, and caused justice to be
rendered to the parties as far
as it was in your power ? State
the number and the nature of

thecomplaints which may have |

been preferredto you in general
terms.

None, with the exception of
the two named in my answer
to No. 11 query.

I have had a few trivial
complaints, not important
enough, however, to be re-
corded here. I afforded them
my best attention as they came
before me, and settled them
amicably.

There have beena few con.
plmms made by theidle goi
into the hospital and refusiy
to work, although reporteq
the medical attendant *Nat
sick.’

13. Haveany of the free chil-
dren upon any of the estates in
your district been bound ap-
prenticesduring the lastmonth?
If yes, name the estates upon
which such occurrences have
taken place, and state if the
transactions were with the free
consent and approbation of the
parents of the children.

None.

There have been none.

None.

14. How are the children fed
and taken care of on the estates
in your district? Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and is an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them ? or
are they fed out of the allow-
ance due to their purents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is 2 woman
specially appointed to take care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hospital
<reatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they
were in a state of slavery?

They are fed and taken care
of gratuitously, 28 when in a
state of slavery, except on
woodlands, where they have
no allowance of salt fish,

. The children on the estates
in my district are allowed the
same advantages of food,
clothes and medical attend-
ance as when in a state of
slavery.

The children are fed wd
taken care of as formerly,

15. On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
blished ? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

None.

There is a school on plan-
tation ¢ Enmore,” Mr. Porter,
who resides in England, being
the proprietor. I am happy
to add, that there will soon
be a school also on plantation
¢ Greenfield,’ belonging to Mr,
Glen, of George Town,

On eleven estates schotb
are established (names g
in original report.)

st e™’

16. Are there any remarks .

or observations which you may

wish to convey to the Lieute-.

nant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
piness of the district under your
superintendence? If yes, state
the same.

I believe the combination
on plantation ¢ Melville ’ is at
length at an end.

(signed) K. Heylund,
s. J. P,

None.

(signed) Cha’ Henry Struit,

S.J. P

I consider the district "
quil and quiet (with the®
ception of Cumming’s Lodgth
and every thing going 087
satisfactory.

(signed) 4. M. Ly:";”l

— ot ™ T
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DISTRICT (C.)

DISTRICT (D.)

—/—f
TowN,

George Ross, Esq.

River.
Captain Delafons, . N.

Urprer Rives.
Captain Coleman.

Captain Allen.

Seven complaints have been
Jodged by apprenticed labour-
ers during the month ; one re-
specting lodging, five respect-
ing their allowance of clothing,
and one for maltreatment, and
decksions given by me in each
case.

None.

specially reported on.

None but what have been |

Nineteen complaints have
been preferred “during the
menth ; all have been inquired
into, or are in progress of be-
ing so, and redressed to the
best of my power.

No.

None.

None.

Ou the estates in this divi-
sion the free children have an
extra allowance of feod, as

well as nurses and medical at-
tendance,

The children are fed gra-
tuitously from the stores of the
estates. When unwell they
are réceived into hospitals, and
proper females are appointed
to attend them when their
mothers are in the field at
work.

‘ On plantations ¢ Kitty ” and

leAir,’ missionary chapels
are established, at which the
children are taught.

———————

Lam of opinion that the
&lablishment gf asavings bank
In each district would greatly
Plomole the industry of the
Wogl;mg classes throughout the

¥

(signed) Geo, Ross,

¢ Rome’ and ¢ Houston,’ and
one very far advanced at Ru-
imveld,

Wiih the exception of plan-
tation ¢ Garden of Eden,
¢ Little Diamond’ and ¢ Pros-
perity,” the children have an
extra allowance of provisions;
they are, without exception,
allowed nurses and medical
attendance.

The children are generally
fed by an additional allowance
of plantains and salt fish to
the mothers; if very young,
they commonly receive a little
barley, rice, sugar, &c.in lieu,
They are attended by a nurse
when their mothers are in the
field. They are reported to
receive medical attendance as
when in a state of slavery.
The free children of ¢ Maria’s
Lodge’ are not fed.

Three; at ¢ Peter's Hall,’
¢ Perseverance’ and the ¢ Craig,”
all under the superintendence
of the Rev. L. Strong.

Schools are established on
nine estates (names given in
original report.)

None other then that the
feeling between the appren-
tices generally and their em-
ployers or managers appear to
me to be fast improving.

(signed)  Tho* Delafons,

166,\11. S J. P,

S.J. P

None but what .are herein-
before conveyed.

(signed) Tho’ Coleman,

Nil.

(signed) J. 4. Lllen,

8. J. P,

(contmucdﬁpage 146.)

8.1, P J
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January 4%36.]

DISTRICT (E.)

ﬁﬁ

DISTRICT (F.)

DISTRICT (G.)

DISTRICT (H)

™ g

Sy Bartletty Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, B,
r m—
A eomiplaint was made to None. Two complaints were made, | -Two, found to be frivelyy
your Excellency by some of but, upon investigation, were | and vexatious.
& | the female apprenticed la- proved unfounded.
= | bourers of plantation ¢ Met en
.2 | Meerjorg,’ that since Christmas
they have only received two
pounds of salt fish; this com-
< | plaint was clearly proved un-
§ true.
<
\
7 —
%| None. None, None. None.
8
-3
§
<
3
b
:
<
. . .
On plantation ¢Hague,’ | The children on all tle In the same manneras wlhen As before the appreste
¢ Groenveld,’ ¢ Leonora,’ and | estates in the district are | in a state of slavery. ship, except upon plantain
¢ Meten Meerjog,’ no food or | treated the same as before the ¢« Exmouth,’ where  they u
doctor. et o | 158 of August 1834, provided for in sickness, &
<$ | ‘Anna Catherina,’ ‘William, receive no other allowancs,
= | ¢ Vreesen Hoop,” ©Best,’ no
§ food, but doctor allowed.
B Allthe estatesallowed nurses
& | when the mothers are at work.
2
-
§ .
‘é r
~
~ —
sl On six estates (namesgiven |  Three. On five (names given in | But one. The clergynt
~ | in original Report). original Report). of the parish also insin®
5 daily all who attend at
£ church before four and &
é o'clock p. M., as well u#
S Sundays.
»
S
8
&
<
\
( __—_'/
I am sorry to say the num- Nil The conduct of the labour ions of
3 : . . - Repeats observations
© b{:r tlaf females punished during ers, particularly since the monll‘l‘.e
g | the last month has much ex- middle of the month, has been |
£ | ceeded that of the month of particularly good, and the
3 | gecembeni]; but it will appear managers assure me that they never worked more cheerfully
) that one-half of the number or better at any former period whatever. It is true there is
b ?lgor::etl?:l)lfii’toan dpl?th::,l:n an increasef of punishments, but this is but the usual con-
o n
§ Meerjorg. sequences of the holydays.
~ L (signed) Spry Bartlett, (signed)  George Killock, (signed)  G. Ball, (signed) W' J. Brittaiﬂ,’l
8.7J. P 8. J. P. 8. J. P .3

— e —
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DISTRICT (L.)
George Rose, Exq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John M¢Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de €root, Esq.

DISTRICT {M,)
J. O. Leckhart Mu:r, Esq.

No.

No.

No.

No.

None of any importance, No,except in the case before
mentioned.
No. No.

Except on three estates,

Generally the same as be- The same as when in a On most estates they re- >
fore the 15t of August 1834. | state of slavery. ceive gratuitous allowance of | they are fed from the atores | %
food, medicine, assistance and | of the estates; in other re- :
attendance. spects they are treated as | %o
formerly. -8
) §
3
-8
8
\§/
There are schools amongst On four (names given). On six estaies (names re- None.
urers themselves on corded in original Report).
;:;:}' all the estates; on a
At many, teachers engaged
 besideg those at the diﬁ?r%nt
Places of worship,
)‘\
N, Nil. None. Nil.
(signed) J. O. Lockhart Muir,
s.J. P
(True extracts.)
J. H.D. W, Sidley,
; Private Secretary.
(figned) @, Rose, (signed)  Jokn M‘Leod, | (signed) 4.Van RyckdeGroot, 4
— S.J. P 8. J. P. 8.7.P| J

166.—11.
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GUIANA. —No. 259.—
_ Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
No. 259. My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 11 March 1836,

WiTH reference to that part of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 22d J anuary,
which relates to the suggestion I had the honour to submiit in the fourth para.
graph of the Despatch 13th November last, addressed by me to your Lordship,
relative to an amendment in the mode of appraising the remainder of the time and
services of such apprenticed labourers as might be able to purchase their immediate
emancipation, I beg respectfully to observe, that I am afraid I did not express
myself with sufficient clearness. I never meant to assume that the calculations I
entered into were not open to controversy, and were not liable to be deemed to be
erroneous. All that I meant to impress upon your Lordship was, that in my
opinion some general rules might be established, so as to afford a maximum and a
minimum by which the appraisers might be guided. Every day, however, which
passes away, advancing as it does the approach of the period when the appren-
ticeship will cease, diminishes the necessity of any regulation of the pature to
which I have alluded. As a check upon exorbitant and unfair appraisements,
I have directed that henceforth a nominal monthly return shall be published of all
apprenticed labourers who may have purchased their emancipation by appraise-
ment. Such return to state the name, age, sex; whether praedial or non-preedial ;
amount of the appraisement ; names of the appraisers, and of the approving judge.
The publicity thus given to all proceedings connected with the appraisement of
the remaining time the apprenticed labourer has to serve cannot but tend to
prevent irregularities, and perhaps may as effectually guard the interests of the
parties concerned as if a maximum and a minimum had been established by law,

I have, &ec.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth,

—No. 260.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenclg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 April 1836.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 11th ult. explanatory
of your former Despatch on the subject of the mode of appraising the remainder of
the time and services of such apprentices as might be able to purchase their imme-
diate emancipation.

In reply, it is only necessary that I should acquaint you that I approve of the
instructions which you have issued, that a nominal monthly return should be
published of the apprentices who had during that period purchased their entire
freedom by appraisement, showing the name, age, sex, &c. of each. I concur
with you in thinking, that the publicity of a return of this nature will be found to
be of good effect in preventing unfair appraisement; and I shall be glad to find
that a measure so simple in its operation has been attended with the anticipated
advantages.

No. 260.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

~No.261.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

No, z01. My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 16 March 1836.

I nave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly
reports from the fifteen stipendiary special justices for February.

I have, &c.
J. Carmichael Smyth.
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Enclosure in No. 261.

TOME of the MoNTHLY REPoRTs from the FrrreEN STiPENDIARY SPEcCIAL JusticEs in British Guia
EPl for the Month of February 1836. "

U

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EASTERN Division.

WesTERN Division.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

K. Heyland, Esq. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.
1. Are the labourers in Yes, in general. I visited They are. Yes. Ihave visited twenty-
our district civil, contented seventeen estates (names given four estates (names given in
and cheerful ? in original Report), during the the original Report) during
month ; and I also inspected the month.
the hospitals on several
estates.
9. Have they performed Yes, very generally, They have, Yes.

their work during the last
month with alacrity and good-
will?

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readlly performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

The work was not readily
performed at one period
during the month on planta-
tion ¢ Melville,’ George Rai-
ney, attorney; D. Hill, ma-
nager ; and on ¢ Spring Hall,’
John Jones, attorney ; R.Trot-
man, manager.

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in my district.

The work on plantation
* Camming’s Lodge,” by the
strong women ounly, has not
been readily performed. Pro-
prietors, Murburn & Garnet;
manager, J. M‘Donald.

4. Is task-work generally
reorted to within your dis
tict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven hours

and a half d fi
by law? per day, as fixed

Task-work is almost univer-
sally resorted to. Tt is, how-
ever, optional with the appren-
ticed labourers, who sume-
times prefer working the seven
hours and a half.

A kind of voluntary task-
work is most generally in use
in my district, both managers
and apprenticed labourers
taking the tariff as their guide.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to,

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use in
your dxst_rict? Are there any
“lates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours 'in the middle of
the day, and then to complete
their seven hours and a half
1 the afternoon (by which di-
Vision of their labour they

ave little or no time to them.-
%lves) ? If yes, have the ‘good-
De38 t0 name the estates, pro-

prietors or attornie
Ranagors, 8, and the

166.—1],

The hours of labour (when
task-work is not resorted to)
in use are continuous, from
seven o’clock a.M. to half-past
two o'clock ».M.

The nomiual honrs are from
seven to eleven o’clock, and
from one to half-past four
o’clock ; but on all the estates,
except ¢ Paradise’ and ¢ Anne’s
Grove,’ two cotton plantations,
the apprenticed labourers are
allowed to leave the field when
they bave followed a reason-
able quantity of work, accord-
ing to the tariff,

Commence generally at
seven a’clock, and finish about
one o’clock. On ¢ Cumming’s
Lodge’ the strong women are
compelled to lay by two hours
in the middle of the day, in
consequence of their conspir-
ing together, and resisting to
perform their work, The
other labourers finish about
one o’clock,

(continued on rage 150)
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February 1836.]

DISTRICT (C.)

Town,
George Ross, Esq.

RivER,
Captain Delafons, R.N.

Uprer RivEes.
Captain Coleman.

—
DISTRICT (D,

Captain Allen,

Answers to Question 5.

until half-past two p.a.; but
many individuals come to the
field at = much later hour,
consequently are obliged to
remain longer in the field,

(

They are. Yes, generally; with some They are in general civil Yes, in most cases, [j,
=2 exceptions, and cheerful; but on some | spected the hospitals of twelv;
e I have visited six estates | estates they are not contented. | estates (names given) dyy,
2 (names given) during the | I have visited twelve estates | the month ; and have visileg
§ month. and the hospitals thereon | alsotwelveother estates Wood:
S (names given) during the | cutting or other est:iblish.
L month. ments (names given); op 4
w these the apprenticed k.
$ bourers appeared in genen)
2 contented and happy; thog
< on plantation ¢ Malgra.tgy

excepted.
\
=
& On the estates annexed to Yes, generally; but there On some estates they have Yes, with very few exeep-
,§ this division, I have availed | are exceptions, particularly on | not. tions. ’
% | myself of the opportunities | the estate of * Ruimveld,’ ¢ La
3, | atforded by the dry season, of { Penitence’ and ¢ Werk-en-
< o
o ¢ walking into the fields now | Rust.
% | und then, in the morning. On
§ | all these occasions, I found
2 the labourers behaving us well
< | as could be desired.
\
4
No. Generally no; but some Yes. Plantation ¢ Mocha,’ Complaints have been made
few idle and disorderly indi- | —— Dawson, Esq., trustee; | as to the insufficiency of wok
viduals on the estates of * Ruim- [ J. W. M<Kinnon, manager. | done on plantations * Malgre.
veld ‘La Penitence’ and | ¢ Little Diamond,” Mesers. | tout,” C. F. Milne, proprie
& ¢ Werk-en-Rust’” have, and | Blake & Bishop, trustees; | tor; no nanager. *Mariss
o giving much trouble. R. Hunter, manager. ¢Pe- | Lodge, Lane & Paul, g
£ ter's Hall, Messrs. Taylor | tornies; G. Johnstone, me
'g & Smith, attornies; Wm. | pager.
& Barry, manager. ¢ Henry, On the first named estate,
P John Lane, attorney ; A. Ni- | the gang is at present mt
e cholson, manager. ¢ Golden | complained of. On the s
§ Grove,” Dr. Rankin, proprie- | cond, the truth of the state
2 tor; A. Brown, manager. | ment has not yet been invex
~ ¢ Farm,” Messrs. Rivers & | tigated.
Koolas, attornies; John
M*Kenzie, manager.
\
r
< | Task-work ia resorted to on They work the seven hours The labourers in this part Task-work, without a com-
£ th(:. estates in this division. and a half per day, a3 fixed by | of the district generally pre- | tract to that effect, is genesally
F The town mechanics work law. fer working the seven hours | resorted to.
§ | the legal time. * and a half per day, as fixed by
<& law.
2
g
8
2
=
.
None. Generally from seven a.M. From seven a.m. to half- From seven to et

past two P.M. [ know of no
estate to which the latter part
of this question applies.

o’clock, four hours ; and fro
twelve to half-past three
o'clock, three hours and §|
half: seven hours and a hall !

Or, from seven to elevel
o'clock, four hours ; and from
one to half-past four o'clock,
three hours and a half: sevel
hours and a half.

There are no estates whet
the labourers are compel
to lay by two hours In the
middie of the day. O %]
it is done without being o™
plained of, in which case“h“
system is Lot interfered will ‘

|
I
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq. -

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
J. W. Brittain, Esq.

During the month I have
visited the hospitals on five
estates (names given 1n origi-
nal Report). The apprenticed
labourers are well found in
medical advice, and are con-
tented and civil.

Perfectly so. During the
last month I have visited the
hospitals on 19 estates on
¢ Wankenhaam ;' 12 on ¢ Le-
guan,” and 3 on ¢ Hog Island,’
being all the sugar estates in
this district.

They are perfectly civil, and
appear centented and cheerful.
I'have visited 20 estates(names
given in original Report), and
inspected the several hospitals.
The sick are few on most of
the estates, and seem well
attended to ; but on plantation
¢ Hoft Van Aurick’ the hospi-
tal is very bad. The mana-
ger, however, assures me that
a new one will be shortly
erected.

They generally are so,

208, proprietors, Messrs,
Fulleton &  M¢‘Donald ;
manager, Hugh Ross; attor.
nies, Messrs. Wilkinson &
Burnet,

willingly performed on any
estate in this distric .

Except on plantation ¢ Met- | Yes, They have. With very few exceptions
en-Merzog.’ they have.
Plantation ¢ Met-en-Mer- No. The work has not been un- There has been no marked

unwillingness to work on any
estate during the month,

Task-work generally through-
out the district, d ¢

——

‘Task-work is universal, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred,

Task-work is very generally
done, and a . considerable
amount of extra labour is per-
formed on mnst estates in the
district.

The bell rings on most es-
tates at seven, and the labour-
€13 can quit the field the mo-
Dent their task is finished.

166.—1.

From about six and seven
to one, two, three, four, five
and six, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made.

Upon every estate when-
ever their task is done they
leave the field. Work as they
choose.

Commences generally at.

half-past six or - seven, -and
finish at the option of the la-
bourers. They are not com-
pelled to lay by in the middle
of the day.

The amount of ‘work..done
is alone taken into considera-
tion, and not the hours,

(continued on page 153.)
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ebruary 1 ——
i DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT M)
DISTRICT (l.)
“Leod . . Ryck de Groot, Esq. | J. O. Lockh ;
George Rose, Esq. John M Leod, Eeq A. Van Ry » 548G ockhart Muir Esq,
( They are generally. Ihave Generally. I have visited During the month I have | Ihave visited all the esty
: | visited every estate in the dis- | most estates in the district, | visited 12 estates (names | in my district; in genep
- trict, and some two, three and | some three or four times; no given), and inspected the hos- | they are civil, contenteq and
$ four times during the month, | complaints preferred. pitals thereon. I found the | cheerful.
§ and most of the hospitals. labourers civil, tolerably con-.
<& 4 tented and cheerful,
L
b
: 1
& \
< |
S |
o They have generally, with In most instances. In general they have, Yes, with few exceptions,
$ few exccptions.
3
2)
§
~
-
Ne, except by few. No. Generally it has; in best No.
gangs there are indifferent
characters, as may be seen
from the Judicial Records ;
& such of course excepted.
£
2
:
~
% Yes, generally, and is pre- Ivis. Task-work is most generally A specified portion of work
o | ferred by the labourers, preferred by the labourers; | is usually allotted to eack
] they work it diligently in | pourer.
§ general, and in so doing are
Qf* early at home, some at one,
8 some at two o'clock, according
§ to their activity.
~N
k S,

Answers to Question 5.

[

S

From seven A.M. to balf-
past two, or till their tasks are
finished. They can rest or
not duringtheir tasks. They
are not compelled to lay by;
and they have frequectly fi-
nithed their work by twelve
and one o’clock.

From half-past six till the |

day’s labour is performed.

As the labourers generally
prefer task-work, they finish
it as it suits themselves ; they
are not controlled therein.

" Work is generally e
menced about seven o'cloth

and the labour
when they have
their portion o
work.

ers reum| -

rfomled
f pegpeciﬁed
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state

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EAsTERN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

WEeSTERN Division.
Charles Henry Strutt, Esq:

DISTRICT (B.)
A, M. Lyons, Esq.

S

Do the lsbourers on any

te in your district perform
?x';a lnbgur for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extrawork,and state
how and when the payments
are made ; and if extra work
is not performed for wages,

if reasonable wages have

been offered, with weekly pay-
ment. If reasonable” wages
andproript payment have been
offered and rejected, state to
what cause you attribute the
refusal on the part of the la-
bourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform labour for
hire, earning from six bits to
two guilders per week, which
is paid on demand,

The field labourers of plan-
tation ¢ Good Hope” and ¢ He-
lena’ very frequently perform
extra labour for hire, at the
rate of 2 f. for a day’s work of
43 hours, as laid down in the
tariff.

The people employed in the
boiling-houses and about the
buildings are in receipt of
wages for extra labour ; their
earnings vary from two to
three guilders per week each.
On ¢ Beehive’and * Grenfield’
thuse occupied in the field oe-
casionally work for hire, also
earning from two to three
guilders per week.. The pay-
ments are usually made every
month.

In the manufacture of sugur,

‘and also field labourers per-

form extra labour for hire, and
at crop time the coffee and
cotton estate labourers; two
stivers per hour for working
in the buildings ; nine guilders
for weeding per acre of plan-
tations ; two guilders for one
punt of canes ; and 12 labour-
ers have agreed to hole 10
acres of land, formerly in cot-
ton, for 20 joes (about 30l)
payments monthly,

1.

Have there been any in-

stances of insubordination, or
anyattempt to resist authorit
by force in your distriet? If
there have been any, name
the estates on which such oc-
corrences have taken place,

. 'None.

There have been none.

None.

8.

tices

In the event of any dis-

position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to thosz in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspiracy?
origit only with respect to a
fewidle and disorderly appren-

that you have had com-

plaints made ?

On plantation * Melville’
and *Spring Hall,’ the neg-

lect of work was so general

that I attributed it to com-
bination.

Plantation ¢ Cumming’s
Lodge,’ the strong women be-
have very rudely to those in
authority over them, and have
combined and conspired not to
perform their work,

been

9. Has the attendance of'the
preedial labeurers at church,
and of their children at school,

regular and to the full

accommodation afforded them
under the local circamstances
of your district ?

In both instances the at.
tendance has been good.

It bas.

The attendance of the la-
bourersat church and at Bethel
chapel has been very good,
and their children regular at
school.

been

n

our

urer been levied ?

10. Have you, individually
2 a magistrate, and has the
tourt over which you preside,

under the necessity of

ordering punishment by whip-
Ping during the preceding
Month? and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the nume
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

Two, 15 stripes each,

None.

Noue.

11. Has any manager, over-
Seer or other person in autho-
ity over the preedial labourers

fined or otherwise pu-

nighed by the court over which
you preside during the preced-
ing month for misconduet to- |
vardany labourer or labourers?

Have there been any j
of the Taboarer y iustances
detained gy

| hours ? and, in such ¢
% the shilling sterlin “por

having been
work beyord the

per.

for each individua] 1a-

166.—11.

" One person fined 21, sterling
for maltreating his appren-
ticed labourer.

One overseer fined ten shil-

lings, or seven guilders, for an .

assault on an apprenticed la-
bourer.

Amount of fine paid to the
labourer.

(continued on page 154.)
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February 1836.]

DISTRICT (C.)

Town.
George Ross, Esq.

RivER,
Captain Delafons, R.N.

UprER RiVER.
Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D

Captain Allen,

Answers to Question 6.

On the estates attached to
this division, extra work for
‘hire is performed about the
buildings, at the rate of one
and a half to three bits per
day during the grinding, pay-
ment protipt ; and on plan-
tation ¢ Sophia’ coffee is picked
for hire during the crop season.

None, except in the sugar-
houses.

On almost all the estates, at
the rate of from one to two
bits per day, about the build-
ings, prompt payment; the
labourers show great disincli-
nation to ‘perform any other
work for wages except occa-
sionally digging trenches, and
préfer taking provisions, &e.
to town for sale,

The rate of wages for bip
names of the estates, &, 4,
bas not varied in any panicu:‘
lar since last month,

Answers to Question.|.

There has been no attémpt
to resist authority by force.

None,

None within the month.

|
There has been no instany
of insubordination merifiay
particular notice, except of )
iabourer of plantation ¢ Wale)
who made use of abusive l|
guage to his manager, Ther
has been no attempt to resy
authority by force,

There has been no combina-
tion or conspiracy.

‘When such instances bave .

taken place, to be attributed to

Many complaints have been
made with respect to idle and

The complaints made ban
only had reference to a fir

Answers to Question 11.

V2

the price of two ducks, for
shooting two belonging toan
apprenticed labourer of plan-
tation ¢ Ruimveld,” &ec.

fined 3/. sterling, for illegally
confining some labourers in
the hospital from three o’clock
in the afternoon till six o’clock
the following morning; but
not in the stocks or in solitary
confinement,

b the idle and disorderly only. | disorderly apprentices; but, | idle apprentices, with theer
8 On the estates of ¢ Ruimveld,’ | with the exception of planta- | ception of the estates namd
k] ¢ La Penitence’ and ¢ Werk en | tion ¢ Mocha,” they have not | under question 3.
S Rust.’ been so general as to warrant
- 1 my attributing them to com-
= bination or conspiracy.
§
|
2 !
s The places of worship and Yes. Yes. The attendance exceeddd
& | schools are well attended, and the local accommodation. |
g ) the accommodation quite suf- The attendance of childra
o | ficient, at the Sunday school has ber
5 as regular as usval, buths
8 " not been equal to the accor
h [ modation.
S None. None. Four, 20 stripes each. One, 15 stripes.
E
3
¢
<
3]
Iy
£
B3]
g
.

r No. Mr. Petrie has been fined Yes; one manager has been No conviction bas ti®

place last month on the abott
subject.
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DISTRICT (E.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)
George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)
George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
J. W. Brittain, Esq.

Only those about the build-
ings, such as firemen, boiler-
men, engineers, &c. They
are paid in silver weekly, if
possible. Average rate, two
stivers per hour.

Upon every estate extra work
is performed for hire; upon
many estates the whole gang
is paid all the year round, and
upon these there are scarcely
any complaints. The ma-
nagers all declare that this is
by far the best plan. Upon
otbers, only the cane-cutters
and people about the buildings
are paid. The wages are from
one bit to two and three
guilders per week, according
to circumstances.

Extra labour for hire in the
boiling-house is performed on
every estate, but is net so uni-
versal in the field. Wages
rate from a guilder to one and
a Lalf per day,according to the
work they are employed at;
paid usuaily monthly ; on some
estates quarterly.

I have already stated, in re-
ply to the 4th question, that a
considerable aniount of extra
labour is performed on most
estates. 1 should feel at a
loss to name any estate where
no extra work has been done,
I hear no complaints of the
mode of payment ; the lowest
rate of wages is one guilder
for the quantity of work laid

down in the scale for seven hours and a half, but more is
often given by ugrecment. So far from the apprenticed la-
bourers showing any unwillingness to do extra work, I have
known them apply for it to a neighbouring manager,

when thieir own could not

zive it to them,

Only on plantation ¢ Met-
en-Meerzog.’

None.

Nothing of this kind has oc-
curred.

No attempt has been made,
or, I think I may say, been
thought of.

Combination to neglect their
work evidently existed on
plantation ¢ Met-en- Meerzog,’
but (with three exceptions)
only with respect to the fe-
male apprentices.

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly, that
complaints have been made.

their fellow labourers to acts of insubordination and neglect
of work ; but although the same individuals had twice be-
fore succeeded in producing serious mischief, they entirely
failed in their object on the present occasion, the other la-
bourers refusing to listen to their evil counsel; nor had they
the smallest grounds for complaint, it having been satis-
factorily proved that the work they found fault with was
usually performed within four hours, and they are three of
the most able young men on the estate.

With respect to the latter
only, three of whom attached
to plantation ¢ Perseverance,’
made an attempt to seduce

A few individuals have so
combined, but in no case,
during the month, has such
combination been so extensive
as to affect the gang of an
estate generally.

Yes.

and one church upon

The churches are always
filled. There is only one
church upen ¢ Wakenhaam’
Leguan.” Frowm the size of the

islands and number of estates, there ought to be at
least one more upon each island. 'I'he few schools
there are, are well attended.

As regular as usual, and 1
think to the full extent of the
accominodation.

It has been regular, and to
the full extent, not only of the accom-
modation now afforded to'the labourers,
but towhat it will be when the enlarge-
ment of the church now in progress

shall have been completed. The attendance of the children und adulis at
both the daily and Sunday schools is considerable, and increasing, under
the zealous care and persevering exertions of the rector.

One « 39 stripes.
Three< One - 25 P
One -

Four Three - 39 stripes each, J Two - 30 stripes each. One - 20 stripes.
» One -25 ” Five< One-20 ,, Three< One - 15 ,,
10 Two-15 ,, » Oue - 10 ,,
No. There have been no instances One overseer, on plantation

Robert Waterton, Esq., 1. 2.,
pleaded guilty to an assault on
€0rge, an apprenticed la-

urer, of plantation ¢ La Ja-
lous{e,' and was fined ol
sterhgg. Douglass, an ap-
Prenticed labourer, on planta-
tion ‘Met-en-Meerzng,' com=
Plained of gp assault by Mr.

ugh Ross, catechist I
ferred the 4] : St ;’e-
ward Scl complaint to Ld-

Schultz, Exq., 3. p., who

{)}t’zzmlttedla coml;romis,e by
complainant bej

22 guilders, being fined

166. 11,

of either during the month.

¢ Watton Hall,” was sentenced
to pay a fine, for having used
abusive and indecent language
to a female apprenticed la-
bourer. The seven hours and
a half work daily has uni.
versally been commuted for a
proportionate amount of work;
viz. the scale of task-work
published. This is always di-
minished when the work js
barder than usual. Should

that not be the case, the special magistrate would feel

it to be his duty to interfere.

(continued on page 156.)
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February 1836.]

DISTRICT (L)
George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)
John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)
A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

B

DISTRICT (M,
J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Ey,

Extra work is not much re-
quired, except on some of the
sugar estates, when occasi-

All persons employed about
the buildings on sugar estates.
Extra labour has been per-

Yes, thé labourers are hired
either to the proprietors they
belong to, or to other estates,

T

1 am not aware of ap fi
labOU{ having been perfr)rn::cdl
for hire during the month,

Anwer to Questions 11.

ferred.

< | onally the boilermen and fire- | formed on plantation ¢ Adel- | for reasonable wages, prompt | Liberol, I muy say high, wagn
£ | men are employed. phi’ and on ¢Philadelphia,’ at | payment. and prompt payment have
= Wages vary ; paid weekly, or | the rate of one guilder an! one been offered, and not accepted,
¥ | when asked for. guilder and a half per day. I can only attribute the refyg)
< on the part of the labourers
8 a disinclination to perfory
;S field labour. In the boiligg.
3 house or about the buildingy
3 they will perform extrs s
bour cheerfully.
=1  No. No. No. There has been an instang|
p - L |
g of insubordination and rietyt
3 plantation ¢ Alness,’ but it did
o not appear that there wasay
g attempt to resist authority by
3 force. The case is fully re
H ported in the Record of Con
AR plaints.
Only with respect to a few The complaints preferred No, 1 do not think so; it is No.

o idle and disorderly. during the month were against | amongst the idle, disorderly,
= old offenders, at least in most | and such, after a fair trial, if
-8 instances. convicted, are brought to a
g sense of their duty in the pale
<& of the law.
8
§
B
<
S(
3 Yes. It has. I have heard nothing to the Yes.
& contrary. Divine service is
pe performed every Sunday,
. either by a minister, or, in
$ absence, by Mr. Heury, the
2 catechist, who reads the Secrip-
~ | tures. —
S| Two - 20 stripes each. Two - 25 stripes each. | None. One - 20 strips.
- Eight< Two - 20 »” Two One - 13 »
B Four-15 »
&
<&
2
oy
$
g
8
=

|

No. No complaint has been pre- | No, No.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)

EasTERN Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

WesterN Divisiox.
Charles Henry Struit, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)
A. M. Lyons, Esq.

12. Have any cowplaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
rentited labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
event of any complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters and caused justice to
berendered to the parties as
far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
tare of the coruplaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

Two men of plantation
¢ Broom Hall,” complained of
their allowance of plantains,
and one man of plantation
¢ Farm,” complained of having
been confined by his manager.
After a careful investigation,
I adjudged these complaints to
be frivolous.

I have had several minor
complaints, and during the
month, to all of which I gave
my best consideration as they
came before me; none, how-
ever, were of sufficient. im-
portance to require notice or
enumeration here.

No complaints, except from

a few idle and indolent. la-
bourers.

0 &

Ay

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month ? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,

were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children,

and state if the transactions .

None.

None.

None.

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them ?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty ?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the
fame manner as when they
were In a state of slavery.

The children throughout the
district bave the same care,
attention and treatment as
when in a state of slavery.

The children are provided
for as before the 1st August
1834.

As when in a state of sla-

very.

. 15. On how many estates
In your district are schools es-
tablisbed ? Name the estates,
Proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

~————

None.

There are two schools.

There has been no increase

or decrease during the month.

16, Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the Lieute-
nﬂ:;faovemor, connected with

© Peace, tranquillity and hap-
B;np:: oti; the district under yoi:).r
T sa; e.ndence? If yes, stace

166.—I1,

None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
8. J. P

None. .

I am happy to have again
to remark that my district is
in a very quiet and satisfactory
condition, the labourers being
cheerful and contented and the
managers satisfied.

(signed) Charles Henry Struit,
s. J. P'

The district is very quiet,

and lately a visible inclination
to work in the field for wages
has appeared, and I have every
reason to hope that it will be
general.

(signed) A. M. Lyons,

8. Je P-/

(continued on page 158.)



158 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
February ~836.} DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT (p,
Town. R1VER. Urrer RivER. Captain Allen,
George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, r. ¥. Captain Coleman.

Answers to Question 12.

Three complaints by ap-
prenticed labourers against
their employers have been
made, and the parties fined.

One complaint respecting
clothing has been heard, and
dismissed.

One respecting medical at-
tendance is in progress.

April, an apprenticed la-
bourer of plantation ¢ Rome
and Houston,” has complained
of Mr. Bascone his manager,
but has failed to prove his
complaint,

Complaints have been made
by several of the apprenticed
labourers at plantation ¢ Peters’
Hall,” as not having com-
fortable places of residence;
upon investigation, it appears
several houses have fallen
down, which are being re-
built, and are nearly finished.

Twelve complaints yy
been preferred durine the
month of various sorts? they
have been inquired into,
rg:dressed, as seemed most de.
sirable for the complainant,

Answers to Question 13.

None.

None.

No, none.

None.

The same as when in a state
of slavery.

As when in a state of sha-
very.

<

4

2

-8

3

3

<

R

§

2

1

&

~

. On two. One on ‘Rome,” and one
un

- nearly ready on the estate
8 ¢ Ruimveld.”
g

<

2

:

8

~

With the exception of plan-
tations ¢ Prosperity,” ¢ Garden
of Eden,’and ¢ Little Diamond,’
the children receive an extra
allowancs of provisions. They
are, without exception, allowed
nurses and medical attendance,
and 1 have no complaints un-
der this head.

As when in a state of sl
very, except that the free
children of Maria’s Lodge re-
ceive no allowance,

Answers to Question 16.

Recommends improvements
in the existing police esta-
blishment of George Town,

(signed) George Ross,
8. 1. P,

I am sorry o observe a wish
to evade the usual labour in
the field by many females on
the estates of ¢ Ruimveld,’
¢ La Penitence,” and ¢ Werk-en-
Rust;’ but, generally speak-
ing, they are old offenders,

(signed) Thomas Delafons,
8.3, P,

On three (names given).

On ten estates (name
given).

(signed) Thomas Coleman,
s. 3. P

None,

Allen
550

(signed) J. 4.
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)
Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Faq. George Ball, Esq. J. W. Brittain, Esq.
—
None. No. No complaints of this kind None.
bave been preferred.
None. No. None. None.

On plantations ¢ Hague,
¢ Groenveld, ¢ Leonora,” and
¢ Met en Murzog,’” no food or
doctor allowed, On planta-
tions * Best,” ¢ William,’ ¢ Anna
Catherina,” and ¢ Vreesen
Heop,’ no food, but doctor
on the other estates, as when
in a state of slavery.

As before the 1st August
1834.

Onsix estates (names given.)

Children taken care of, as
when in a state of slavery.

Since the beginning of last
month, when I reported that
the free children on all the es-
tates were treated as before the
apprenticeship, I have been
informed that there are a few
on which they do not receive
an allowance of food or clo-
thing; and on one of the
finest estates in the district
(Windsor Castle), not only is
this the case, but further, the
mothers of those children have
been made to pay out of the
price of their extra laboar, the
price 'of the medical attend-
ance of all their free children
since 1st August.

On two estates.

On seven (names and par-
ticulars given).

On one estate.

None,

(signed)  Spry Barttest,

s.J.pr

166.'*-110

Complaint of the want of
clergymen, two being insuffi-
cient in the district.

(signed)  Geo. Kiilock,

8.J. P

The apprenticed labourers,
collectively, continuetobehave
extremely well, and to work
assiduously.

Geo. Badll,
8. J, P.

(signed)

Nil.

(signed) J. W. Brittain,
s. J. P.

(continued on page-160.)
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Answers to Question 13,

—
February 1836.] ISTRICT (L D
George Rose, Esq. Jokn M* Leod, Esq. 4. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. | J. 0. Lockhart Muiy, Ey,
( o
No. One against Mr. Scott, ma- None of any importance. No.
nager of ¢ Sandont,” which was
. investigated on the spot, and
a dismissed as false and frivolous.
§
<
:
2
~
\
No. No. No. No.

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st of August 1834.

Aswhenin a state of slavery.

On most estates in the dis-
trict, the children under six
years of age have a gratuitous

On three estates the chil
dren are fed out of the allow
ances due to their parents; @

allowance of food and medical | the others they are fed grtii
. attendance, tously from the stores of the
= estates. On all women r
8 employed to take care of the
B cbildren, and they have Lbe
= advantage of medical asit
¢ ance and medical treatment,
<
2
;
~
. There are schools amongst | = On two estates (names On six estates in the dis- None.
= | the labourers themselves on | given.) trict (names given in the
8 | almost all the estates; on se- original Report.)
S | veral there are teachers en-
8 | gaged, and those at the dif-
ch ferent places of worship,
‘g
8
<
v —
=
Nil, Nil. None at present. Nil.

Answers to Question 16,

(signed) George Rose,
' 8. J. P.

(signed) J. M‘Leod,
8.7J.P

(signed) A. Van Ryckde Groot,
8. J. P,

(signed) J. O, Locl:har: ﬁfl;f,

nm———

True Extracts by)
( J. H.D. W. Siuley,
Private Secreilf

e




SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 161

—~—No. 262.—
Cory, of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 March 18386.

Iy the newspapers which arrived in this colony by the last mail, the particulars
are given of a very numerous meeting held at Birmingham for the purpose of
petitioning Parliament for the complete and immediate abolition of the apprentice
system, and 'the - consequent emancipation of the labourers in the West India
colonies from the control of the special justices. As, from the influential
character of several of these gentlemen who are stated to have addressed the
meeting ; there can be little doubt but that the subject will be brought before Par-
liament, I have conceived that, in the straightforward discharge og my duty, it is
incumbent upon me, as the officer to whom the administration of the government

of certainly the second West India colony in point of produce, wealth and import- -

ance, is at this moment intrusted, respectfully to lay before your Lordship my
views upon the proposed measure; I assure your Lordship that I should much
regret and lament the doing away of the apprenticeship. I deprecate any sudden
change or the abandonment of a system which, in British Guiana at any rate, so
completely answers. Neither the planters nor the labourers are prepared for any
immediate alteration. Of other colonies I presume not to speak nor to offer any
opinion ; but in British Guiana, not only the letter, but the spirit of the Act of
Parliament abolishing slavery and introducing apprentice labour have been so
strictly enforced, that no act of tyranny, of cruelty or of oppression can take place
without the speedy detection, exposure and punishment of the person so offend-
ing. Not the slightest corporal punishment is or can be inflicted but by the
sentence of a special justice or that of an inferior criminal court, presided by a
sheriff. =~ Not only not a lash can be given that is not reported to the officer
administering the government, but if he has reason to think the sentences severe,
the minutes of the evidence can be forthwith sent for and examined. This sort
of jealous vigilance, with which the administration of the criminal law is watched
over in this colony, has (I am well aware) made me very unpopular with those
who are advocates for more stern and severe measures ; the results, however, of
the line of conduct pursued in British Guiana, as shown in the happiness and
tranquillity of the labourers, and the immense additional quantity of produce
exported since the abolition of slavery, ought to satisfy the most sceptical.

In thus advocating the continuance, for the present, of a system which, to a
hasty observer, may appear to be too favourable to the interests of the planter, as
put in opposition to those of the labourer, I beg to explain to your Lordship, that
I am influenced solely by what I conceive to be the general. good, and that the
apprentice system (if carefully superintended in its details) appears to me to be
equally necessary and advantageous to both parties. If I was susceptible of being
influenced by unworthy motives, the continued opposition and ill-will. I have ex-
perienced on the part of the most influential of the planters would rather have
induced me to have arrived at the conclusion, that the apprenticed system ought to
be abolished. I am, however, of a decidedly contrary opinion ; the managers and
the labourers are daily approximating ; not only wages for additional labour are
becoming more common, but large fields of sugar canes are weeded or cut down
by‘agreement. Labour is, in fact, finding its Eavel and its value ; nothing can be
golng on better, and I do not think that the permanent well-being of the labourer
would be accelerated by any immediate change of system. We have every thing
to expect from persevering in the present plan; it is impossible to foretel what
mischievous effects a sudden and (in my humble opinion) an uncalled-for change
ml§ht produce.

ought, perhaps, to apologize for having thus obtruded my opinions upon your
Lordship, but my anxiety for the general welfare of this province, and the good

of His Majesty’s service, will, I am confident, to your Lordship appear a sufficient
excuse,

I have, &c.
J. Carm® Smyth.

166. —~IT, : No. 263.
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— No. 268. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 14 April 1836.

“ I Taxkk the liberty of forwarding in this Despatch the monthly epitome of the
reports of the special justices for last month ; as also a copy of the return of pro.
duce made last year in British Guiana, and contrasted with former years. I have
only respectfully to congratulate your Lordship upon the continued decrease of
punishment and increase of produce; in short, upon the peace, happiness a