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P A Pp E R S

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HIS MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY

HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

 

 

Part III.

(2.)
(In continuation ofthe Papers presented in the Year 1836, Nos. 177 and 278.)

BARBADOES, NEVIS, TRINIDAD,
BRITISH GUIANA, VIRGIN ISLANDS, ST. LUCIA,
MADRITIUS, DOMINICA, HONDURAS,

ANTIGUA, ST. VINCENT, BAHAMAS,

MONTSERRAT, GRENADA, BERMUDA, anp
ST. CHRISTOPHER, TOBAGO, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

1836.

Parr. III. (2.)
in continuation of Papers

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,

30 March 1836.
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SCHEDULE.

BARBADOES.

No. 219.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.8. to Lord Glenelg, dated Go-
vernment-house, Barbadoes, 21 August 1835; (four Enclosures) ~ - - p 5

No. 220.—-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B. to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government-house, Barbadoes, 22 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - - p. 9g

No. 221.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 13 October

 

4835 - = + - - p. 12

No. 222.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badoes, 15 September 1835 - = 2 - - = 2 = p 13

No. 223-—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 31 De-
cember 1835 - - - - - - - - - - - ~ p. 14

No. 224.--Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badoes, 8 December 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - - - - p 14

No. 225.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L, Smith, dated Downing-street, 20 January
1836 = + =» . - £ 2  « - - - - = p 16

No. 226.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badoes, 8 December 1835; (two Enclosures) + += - «2 © « p. 16

No. 227.--Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street,
22 January 1836 “ - - . - - - - . - p. 22

No. 228.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Bar-
badves, 30 December 1835 - - - - « - - . - pe 22

No. 229.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 6 April
1836 * - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 23

TaBLe (B.)

Return of Punishments, from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - . - - p. 23

 

BRITISH GUIANA.

No. 230.—Extracts of a Despatch from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. x.c.s. to LordGlenelg,
dated Camp-house, Demerara, 20 June 1835 - - - - - - p. 24

No. 231.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 1 July
1835 - - - - - - - - - - - ° - p. 25

No. 232.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
22 July 1835 ; (two Enclosures) ° - « - - - . - p. 26

No. 233.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
9g August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) - - - - - ~ - - p. 40

No. 234.--Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
11 August 1835 ; (one Enclosure) ~~ - - - - - - - pe 42

No. 235.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
26 August 1835 - -" « - - « - - - - p 55

No. 236.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
19 September 1835; (three Enclosures) —- - - - - - - pe 55

No. 237.— Extracts of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 26 September 1835 - - -  - - . - - - - p. 56

No, 238.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 4 October 1835; (two Enclosures) = - - - - - ° - p. 56

No. 239.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
26 November 1835 - - - - - - - - - . ~ p. 69

No. 240.—Copy of a Despatch fiom Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
32 October 1835; (one Enclosure)  - - - : - - - - p. 69

No, 241.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
30 December 1835 - - - - - - - - - - - Pp. 70

No. 242.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-
rara, 28 October 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - p. 70

No. 243.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
11 November 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - p. 83

No, 244.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street,
12 January 1836 « - . - - - ° - - - -~ p. 84

166,— II,
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No. 245.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg, dated Camp-bouse, Demerara,

 

11 November 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 84

No. 246.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord GlenelgtoSir b Cc.Smyth dated Downing-street,
11 January 1836 - . - - - p. 85

No. 247.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg datedCamp-howe, Demerara,

11 November 1835 - - - - - p. 86

No. 248.——Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to SirJ. C.‘Smyth, dated Downing-street,
go January 1836 - = - - > - p 86

No. 249.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg, dated Camp--house, Demerara,
12 November 1835; (one Enclosure) - . - p. 86

No. 250.— Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLordGlenelg,dated Camp-house, Demerara,

13 November 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 99

No. 251.—UCopy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. Cc.‘Smyth dated Downing-street,

22 January 1836 - - - - > pe 104

No. 252.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C."Smyth to LordGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
28 November 1835; (one Enclosure) - - + pe 105

No, 253-—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J.C. Smyth toLord Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

12 December 1835 - - - + pe 105

No. 254.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to‘Si J. Cc. ‘Soy dated Downing-street,
29 January 1836 - + * = D107

No. 255.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLord Glenelgdated Camp-housé Demerara,

13 December 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - = p. 107

No. 256.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLordGlenelg,dated Camp-house, Demerara,

27 January 1836; (one Enclosure) - * p. 120

No. 257.-—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLordGlenel dated Camp-house, Demerara,

28 January 1836; (three Enclosures) - - p.122

No. 258.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

24 February 1836; (one Enclosure) + - : = p. 135

No. 259.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J.C. SmythtoLordGlenelg,dated Camp-house, Demerara,
31 March 1836 * ~ = p.148

No. 260.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelgto SirJ. Cc.Smyth, dated Downing-street,
25 April1836- 8 - - = p. 148

No. 261..—Copy of a Despatch fromSir 3. C. Smyth to Lard Glenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

16 March 1836; (one Enclosure) = - - - p. 148

No. 262.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLardGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,
19 March 1836 - - - p. 16%

No. 263.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLordGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Deme-

rara, 14 April 1836; (two Enclosures) - - p. 162

No. 264.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLordGlenels,dated Camp-house, Demerara,

a3 April 1836; (one Enclosure) - = + pe175

No. 265.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Si J. C. Sayth dated Downing-street,
21 June 1836- —- ~ © p.177

No. 266.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth toLardGlenelg datedCamp-house Demerara,
6 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - ” - pel77

No. 267.—Copy of a Despatch from SirJ. Cc. Smyth toLordGlenelg,dated Camp--house, Demerara,

11 May 1836-—— = - - + p. 180

No. 268.—Copy of a Despatchfrom LordGlenelg to SirJ. Cc. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 12 July

1836 - - = p. 188

No. 269.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir I.C. Smythto LordGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

15 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - - p.181

No. 270.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg, dated Camp-house, Demerara,

23 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - p.194

No. 271—Copy of a DespatchfromLordGlenelg to Sir b Cc. Smyth,datedDowning-street, 30 July
836 + = - 7 Pp 195

No. aya—-Copy of a Despatch from SirJ. C.Smyth to LordGlenelg,dated Camp-house,Demerara,
1 June 1836; (one Enclosure) - - ~ p. 195

No. 273.—Copyof a DespatchfromLord Glenelg to Sir sC. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 21 July

1836 + + - =p. 196
No. 2'74.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. Cc. Sayth toLordGlenelg,dated Camp-house, Demerara,

15 June 1836 - - = p. 197

No. 275.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to LoeGlenelg,dated Camp-house, Demerara,

16 June 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 197

No. 276.—Copy of a Despatchfrom LordGlenelgtoSir JC. Smytb, datedDowning-street, 27 June
1836 : - - pr. 210

TaBce (B.)

Retura of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to g1 May 1836 - - - - p.210

‘Mavnririvs,



 

 

MAURITIUS.

No. 277.--Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir WilliamNicolay to Mr. Secretary T. Spring
Rice, dated Mauritius, 18 April 1835 - - ~ Pp. 2nd

No. 278.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg toSir WilliamNicolay, dated Downing:street,
7 December 1835 - - - pau

No. 249.—Copy of a Despatch from SirWilliamNicolaytoMr. Seeretary T. Ss. Rice, dated Mauritius,
23 April 1835; (two Enclosures) - - p- 212

No. 280.—Copy of aDespatch from Lord Glenelg toSirWilliam Nicolay, dated Downing-street,
g January 1836+ - p. 214

No. 281.—Copy of a Despatch from SirWilliamNicolay totheEarlof Aberdeen, dated Mauritius,
14 May 1835 - - p. 214

No. 282.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelgtoSirWilliam ‘Nicolay, dated Downing-street,
10 October 1835 - - pe 214

No. 283.—Copyyi a Despatch from Sir‘WilliamNicolay:to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Mauritius,
3 July 1835 - = - p. 216

No. 284.--Extract of a Despatchfrom SirWilliam Nicolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Masri
19 November 1835 - - p. 216

No. 285.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to SirWilliam‘Nicolay,dated Downing:weet
27 March 1836 = - p. 217

No. 286.——Extract of a Despatchfrom Sir “William Nicolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
24 December 1835 - - - p. 218

No. 287,—Extract of a Despatch from Sir William Nicolay to LordGlenelg, dated Mauritius,
23 January 1836 - - - p. 218

No. 288.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to SirWiliam Nicolay, dated Downing-street,
20 January 1836 - - p. 218

No. 289,.—Copy of a Despatch from ‘Sir William Nicolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
23 January 1836; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 219

No. 2g0.—Copv of aDespatch from LordGlenelg to Sir WilliamNicolay, dated Downing-street,
25 May 1836 - - . 230

No. 291-—Copy of a Despatch from *Sir William Nicolay to Lord”(Glenelg, dated Manritivs,
§ January 1836; (one Enclosure) - - pe 234

No. 292.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to SirWilliamNicolay, dated Downing street,
11 August 1836 - - p. 240

No, 293.—Copy of a Despatch from SirWilliam Nicolay.to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
29 February 1836; (five Enclosures) - - p- 242

No. 294.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir William Nicolay to Lord Glenelg, dated Mauritius,
23 April 1836; (two Enclosures) = - - - p. 251

ANTIGUA.

No. 295.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
tary Spring Rice, dated Government-bouse, Antigua, 29 August 1834 - - p. 253

No. 296.--Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, dated
Downing-street, 27 December 1834 - - - p. 253

No. 297.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M ‘GregortoMr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated
Government-house, Antigua, 22 December 1834 - - p- 253

No. 298.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to SirE. J. M. M-Gregor, dated
Downing-street, 27 February 1835 - - p. 253

No. 299.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to SirE. 5M. M-Gregor, dated‘Downing-street,
14 May 1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 254

No. 300.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M ‘Gregor toLordGlenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 14 July 1835; (three Enclosures) = - p. 254

No. 301.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to LordGlenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 10 August 1835 - - p. 261

No. 302.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E, J. M. M‘Gregor to LordGlenelg, dated Government-house,
Antigua, 10 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - - p. 261

No. 303.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir E. J. M. M-Greger, dated Downing-street,
10 October 1835 = - - - p. 266

No. 304.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E.J, M. “M‘Gregor toLordGlenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 1 August 1835; (two Enclosures) = - p. 266

No. 305.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, dated Downing-street,
20 September 1835 - - - p» 293

No. 306.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E.J. M. ‘M GregortoLordGlenelg, datedGovernment
house, Antigua, 14 September 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - p. 204

No, 307.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, dated Downing:street,
16 November 1835 - - - pe 204

No. 308.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M.“M‘Gre“gor ‘to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-
house, Antigua, 15 September 1835 - - - p. 295

No. 309.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E.J.M. MGregor, dated Downing-street
30 November 1835 - - p- 295

No. 310.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E.J. M. M‘Gregor toLord Glenelg, dated Roseau,
Dominica,30 December 1835; (two Enclosures) - - p. 296

No: 311.—Extract of a Despatch from SirE. J. M. M‘Gregor to LordGlenelg dated Government-
house, Antigua, 21 June 1836; (five Enclosures) - - p. 297

No. 312.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg tto Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, dated Downing-street,
15 August 1836 - ° - - - = p. 299

166.—I1. MONTSERRAT.
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MONTSERRAT.

No. 313.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

T. Spring Rice, dated Government-house, Antigua, 10 December 1834 = p. 300

No. 314.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Charles Grant to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated

Downing.-street, 29 April 1835 - - - - - - = - + =p. gor

No. 315—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E, J. M. M‘Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Grant, dated

Government-house, Antigua, 22 June 1835; (sixteenEnclosures) - - - p. 302

No. 316.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, datedGovernment-house,

Antigua, 27 June 1835; (two Enclosures) - = - - - - - p. 306

No. 317.-—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Grant, dated Govern-

ment-house, Antigua, 25 June 1835 - - - - - - ° - p. 308

No. 318.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Mr. Secretary C. Gran‘, dated

Government-house, Antigua, 25 June 1835 - - - - - - p. 308

No. 319.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Antigua, 28 July 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 308

No. 320.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Downing-street,

i February 1836 - - = 7 5 5 7 % % 5 = Pe 309

No. 321.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Downing-street,

15 February 1836 - =- - - 28 - = - 2 = = p. 309

No. 322.--Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg, dated Montserrat,

11 August 1535; (one Enclosure) - - - - - - - - p. 310

No. 323.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg, dated Montserrat,

24 August 1835; (one Enctosure) = - - - - - - - - p. 310

No. 324.--Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Antigua, 15 August 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - - - p. 311

No. 325.-—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, dated Downing-streét,

1 February1836 = = 5 2 7 7 7 7 7 = & Pe 333

No. 326.--Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

 

house, Dominica, 14 April 1836 ; (three Enclosures) - - - . - p. 314

Taste (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 November 1835 to 31 May 1896 - = = = p. 316

 

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 327.—Extract of'a Despatch from Governor Sir EvanJ. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,to Mr. Secretary
T. Spring Rice, dated Government-house, Antigua, 15 September 1834 - p. 316

No. 328.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-
street, 12 February 1835- .- .- - - - - - - ~ p. 316

No. 329.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 25 August 18353 (one Enclosure) - - - - p. 317

No. 330.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-
ment-house, Antigua, 25 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - - - - p- 317

No. 331.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-

street, 14 October 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 319

No. 332.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Burt., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Antigua, 8 September 1835 - - - - - - - p. 319

No. 333.-—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated

Downing-street, 14 November 1835 - - - - - - . - p. 320

No. 334-—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-

. street, 1 January 1836 - - - - « - - - - - p. 321

No. 335.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835; (eight Enclosures) - - - p. 321

No. 336.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing.

street, 31 December 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. 327

No. 337—Copy ofa Despatch from Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., ta Lord Glenelg, dated Roseau,

Dominica, 2 February 1836; (four Enclosures) - - 2 8 © Pp 327

 

TaBLeE (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - p. 331
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NEVIS.

No. 338.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, 2 August 1834 - - - : = p. 332

No. 339.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M'‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 28 February 1835 - - . - - ~ ps» 332

No. 340.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Antigua, 8 September 1835; (five Enclosures) - ° - - - p. 332

No. 341.—-Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 11 December 1835 - . - - = Pp 335

No. 342.—Copy of a Despatch frora Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1833; (two Enclosures) - p. 335

No. 343—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 23 January 1836 - - - - - - = p- 336

No. 344.—Copy ofa Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 28 October 1835; (five Enclosures) - p- 336

No. 345.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 1 January 1836 - - - - - - p. 338

No. 346.— Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M urray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 1 February 1836 - - - - - - - p- 338

No. 347.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Roseau, Dominica, 1 February 1836 - - - - - - Pp. 239

No. 348.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 31 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - - - Pp» 340

No. 349-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Dominica, 11 June 1836; (three Enclosures) - Pp. 340

No. 350.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 13 August 1836 - - - - - - - pe 341

 

TabeE (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - p. 342

 

VIRGIN ISLANDS.

No. 351.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to LordGlenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 16 July 1835; (five Enclosures) - - Pp. 342

No. 352.—Extract ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
. dated Downing-street, 1 September 1835 = 9 - - + - + « P- 344

No. 353.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, Antigua, 17 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - p, 345

No, 354—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
' dated Downing street, 18 October 1835 - - - - - - - p. 346

No. 355-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
- ated Government-house, Antigua, 25 Aug-ust 1835; (five Enclosures) > p. 346

No. 359.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to LordGlenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 14 September 1835; (six Enclosures) - p. 348

No. 357.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 12 November 1835 ° - - - - - p. 350

No.368.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,
ated Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835 - - - - p. 351

No. 359.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 1 January 1836 - - - = - - = © p. 351

No. 360.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
ated Downing-street, 1 February 1836 = - “oo - - = p. 351

 

Tasue (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 March 1836 - . - p. 352
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DOMINICA.

No. 361.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Earl

of Aberdeen,dated Government-house, Antigua, 13 May 1835; (15 Enclosures) p. 352

No. 362.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.M‘Gregor, Bart., dated

Downing-street, 30 June 1835 - ~ oe ello pe 856

No. 363.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

‘dated Government-house, Antigua, 6 August 1835; (four Enclosures) - p. 357

No. 364.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Government-house, Antigua; 15 September 1835; (one Enclosure) - p. 358

No. 365.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., dated

Downing-street, 30 November 1835 - - - - - - - p. 359

No. 366.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Roseau, Dominica, 13 January 1836 - - - - - - p- 360

No. 367.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.,

dated Downing-street, 14 April 1836 - - - - - * - P

No. 368.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Government-house, Dominica, 4 March 1836; (fiveEnclosures) - p- 361

No. 369.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. M'Gregor, Bart.,

dated Downing-street, 2 May 1836 - - - - - - - - p. 363

No. 370.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E, J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Government-house, Dominica, 19 April 1836; (one Enclosure) - - p. 363

No. 371.——-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Government-house, Dominica, 28 April 1836; (one Enclosure) - - p. 364

No. 372.~Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E, J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.

dated Downing-street, 20 June 1836 - - - - - - - p. 365

 

(Taste B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 te 31 March 1836 - = 7 7” p- 366

 

ST. VINCENT.

No. 373.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Barbadoes, 4 August 1835; (three Enclosures) - - « p. 367

No. 374.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-

street, 24 September 1835 - - - - - - . - = p. 368

No. 375—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 18 August 1835; (four Enclosures) - - - - p-

No. 376.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 26 September 1835; (four Enclosures) - - - - p- 378

No. 377-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 26 September 1835 => - - - - - - p. 376

No. 378.--Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-

street, 12 November 1835 * - - - - - - - - p- 37

No. 379.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-

street, 30 November 1835 - - - . - - - -' = p 377

No.380.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government

. nouse, Barbadoes, 2 November 1835; (one Enclosure) - - * p- 377

No. 381.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-

street, 31 December 1835 - - - - - - - - - p» 378

No. 382.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 25 February 1836; (five Enclosures) - - - - p. 378

No. 383.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 12 April 1836; (six Enclosures) - - - - - p- 379

No. 384.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Grenada, 3 May 1836; (six Enclosures) - - - -' © p. 381

No. 385.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Grenada, 3 May 1836; (sixEnclosures) - - - . - p. 332

No. 386.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Governmeat-

house, Barbadoes, 8 June 1836; (six Enclosures) - - - - - p. 383

No. 387.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Barbadoes, 14 July 1836; (eix Enclosures) - - - - - p. 385

 

(Taste B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1895 to 31 May 1836 - - = tt OP 386
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GRENADA.

No. 388.—LExtract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Government-house, Barbadoes, g March 1835 - - - - p. 387

No. 389.--Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing. street, 12 Sep-
tember 1835 = - - - p. 387

No. 390.—Copy of a Despatch from SirL. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 3 August 1835; (two Enclosures) - ~ p. 387

No. 391.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg toSir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 19 Sep-
tember 1835 - - p. 388

No. 392.—-Copy of a Despatchfrom Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 6 August 1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 388

No. 393.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-atreet, 21 Sep-
tember 1835 - - -

No. 394.--Copy of a Despatch fromSirL. Smith to“LordGlenelg, ‘datedGovernment Fosse
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835; (two Enclosures) - - - p. 389

No. 395-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-street, 30 No-
vember 1835 - - - p- 390

No. 396.—Copy of s Despatch from SirL. Smith to Lord Glenelg, “dated Government- ouse,
Barbadves, 15 September 1835; (five Enclosures) - - - - - p. 390

 

 

 

(Tasie B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - Pp» 397

TOBAGO.

No. 397.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Government-house, Barbadoes, 9 February 1835 - - - p. 397

No. 398.—Copy of aDespatch fromLordGlenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-atreet, 14 May
1835 + 397

No. 399. - Extract of a Despatch“from SirL. Smith to) theEarl of Aberdeen,dated Government=
house, Barbadoes, 16 March 1835 - - p. 398

No. 400.—Copy ofof aDespatch from Lord Glenelg toSir L. ‘Smith, dated Downing-street ,April
36 - Pp 39

No. 401.—Copy of aDespatchfrom Sir L. Smith to ‘the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government-
ouse, Barbadoes, 11April 1835; (four Enclosures) « . - p. 398

No. 402.~—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 6 July 1835 * - p. 399

No. 403.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg to si L. Smith, dated Downing street, 14 Sep
tember 1835 - - - p- 399

No. 404.—Copy of a Despatch from‘SirL. Smith toLord Glenelg,“dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 4 August 1835 - - p. 400

No. 405.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing. street, 12 Oc-
tober 1835 - p- 400

No. 406.—Copy ofa DespatchfromLieutenant-Governor Datling toLordGlenelg, dated Government
house, Tobago, 4 August 1834 p- 400

No. 407.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg.to Sir L. Smith,“datedDowning.street, 21 Sep-
tember 1835 - - - p. 402

No. 408.—Copy of a Despatch from ‘SirL. Smith toLord Glenelg, dated Government.house,
Barbadoes, 20 August 1835; (eight Enclosures) - = p. 403

' No. 409.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, “dated Government-house
Barbadoes, 15 September 1835; (seven Enclosures) - - - p. 410

No. 410.—Copy of aDespatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-houre
Barbadoes,15 September 1835; (two Enclosures) - - p 414

No. 411. - Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, “dated Government-house,
Barbadoes, 16 November 1835; (one Enclosure) —- - - p. 418

No. 412.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg, dated Government:house,
Barbadoes, 25 November 1835; (four Enclosures) - - p. 419

No. 413.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelg to Sir L. Smith, dated Downing-strect, 20 Ja-
nuary 1836 - - p. 425

No. 414.—Copy of a Despatchfron SirL.Smith toLordGlenelg,“datedGovernment. house,
Barbadoes, 7 December 1835; (oneEnclosure) - - p. 425

No. 415.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, “datedGovernment house,
Barbadoes, 19 January 1836; (one Enclosure)- _—_- - p. 426

No, 416.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated Government-house,
arbadoes, 21 January 1836; (threeEnclosures) - - p. 426

No. 417.—Copy of aDespatch from LordGlenelg toSir L, Smith,dated Downing-street, 23 April
1836— ie ° Pp 427

No, 418.—Extrest of aDespatch from Sir L. Smith toLordGlenelg, datedGovernmenthouse,
Barbadoes, 11 April 1836; (three Enclosures)- == - - p..428

No. 419 —Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, “datedGovernment-house,

Barbadoes, 13 April 1836; (one Enclosure) + - p. 429
No. 420.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, “dated Government.house,

Grenada, 3 May 1836; (one Enclosure) - - = _—p. 430

No. 421.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg,“dated Government-house,

Grenada, 20 May 1836; (one Enclosure) = 8 eee pe 430
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No. 422.--Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, dated Government-house,

 

 

Barbadoes, 8 June 1836; (one Enclosure) - - p. 431

No. 423.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir L. Smith to LordGlenelg, “dated Government-house,

Barbadoes, 29 June 1836; (one Enclosure) =- * - - - pe 432

_ (Taste B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - Pp. 432

TRINIDAD.

No. 424.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G, F. Hill, Bart., to the Secretary of

State, dated Trinidad, 26 January 1835 - - p. 433

No. 425.—Extract of a Despatch from LordGlenelg toSirG.F. Hill, datedDowning-stect,

12 October 1835 - p.4

No. 426.—Copy of a Despatch fromSitG.F.Hillto theEarlof Aberdeen, dated“Tinidad.

27 April 1835; (one Enclosure) - - - Pp 433

No. 427.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir G. E. Hill, datedDowning street,

15 June 1835 * p43

No. 428.—Copy of a Despatch from SirG.F. Hill ‘to LordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 1 July

183

 

 

35 . 435

No. 429.—Copy of aDespatch from SirG. FHill toLordGlenelg,datedTrinidad, 4June'183333

(one Enclosure) - - Pp 435

No. 430.—Copy of a Despatch from SirG.F,Hill toLordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 89 June 1835;

(one Enclosure) - - - p» 436

No. 431.—Copy of a Despatch fom.Lord Glenelg to SirG. F. Hill, dated Downing:-street,

12 August 1835 = - - p. 436

No. 432.—Copy of a Despatch from SirG. F. Hill toLordGlenelg,dated Trinidad, 11 Sep-

tember 1835; (one Enclosure) ° Pp» 437

No. 433.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F. HilltoLordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 13 No-

vemuer 1835; (four Enclosures) - - p. 449

.No. 434.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir G. F. Hill to LordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 14 No-

* vember 1835; (two Enclosures) = - p. 457

No. 435.—Copy of aDespatch from Sir G. F. HilltoLordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 15 No-

“vember 1835; (one Enclosure) - - Pp. 459

No. 436.—Copy of a Despatch from LordGlenelgto SirG. F. Hill, dated Downing-<treet,

29 January 1836 + - p. 460

No. 437.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir 6. F.Hill toLordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 23 No-

vember 1835 - . - p. 460

No. 438.—Extract of a Despatchfrom Lord Glenelgto sir G.F, Hill, dated Downing-street,

1 February 1836 + - p- 460

‘No. 439.—-Copy of a Despatch from SirG. F. Hill toLordGlenelg,datedTrinidad, 7December

, 1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 462

No. 440.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir G.F. Hill toLordGlenelg,dated Trinidad, 7 December

18353 (one Enclosure) + - p. 461

No. 441-—Copy3 aDespatch from Sir G.FHill to“LordGlenelg, dated Trinidad, 9 January

- - 493

No.44o.—Extract ofaDespatch from SirG.F. Hillto Lord Glenelg, dated Trinidad, 11 january

1836; (three Enclosures) —- - p» 463

No. 443.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord‘Glenelg to.sir G. E. Hill, datedDowning:street,
29 February 1836 - = - - p. 468

No. 444.—Extract of a Despatch from SirG.F,Hill toLordGlenelg, dated‘Trinidad, g January

1836; (one Enclosure)- - p. 469

‘No. 445.—Extract ‘of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg“toSir G. FE, Hil, dated Downingstreet,

27 February 1836 - - - - - - p.4

‘(Taste B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 November 1835 to g31 May 1836 - - - *° -° BP 470

ST. LUCIA.

No. 446.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley - Hill, K. c. B., to the
Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government-office, St. Lucia, 5 February 1835; (one

; Enclosure) = - p. 470

No.447— Cony we Despatch fromSirD.Hill to Lord Glenelg dated Governinent-offce, St. Lucia,

uly 1835 - p. 471

No. 448.—Copy of aDespatch from. LordGlenelg“to si D.Hill, dated Downing:-sureet, 8 October

1835 = - + p. 473
No. 449.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir_D. Hill to LordGlenelg, dated Government-office,

Castries, 4 August 1835; (one Enclosure) - . - p. 471

No. 450.—Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg ¢to Sir D.Hill, dated Downing-stret jo Septem-
ber 1835 - = - - p72
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No. 451.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-office, St. Lucia,
6 August 1835 -

P- 473No. 452.—Copy of a Despatch from SirD.Hill to LordGlenelg dated Governmentofc, St. Lucia,
4 Auguat 1835 -

P. 473No. 453.— Copy of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg toSirD.Hill, dated Downing-street 29 Septem
ber 1835 - - 474

No. 454.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir‘D. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Governmentofice St.Laci
. 18 August 1835 - ° - 475

No. 455-—Copy,of aDespatch from LordGlenelgtoSir]D.Hill, dated Downing-street, 15 October
1835 - ot Be 745No. 456.—Copy of aDespatchfrom Sir |D.Hill to LordGlenel, dated Government-offe, St. Lucia,

: 2 September 1835 - - - - p. 476No. 457- Copy aDespatch from Lord G!encletoSirD. Hil, dated Downing.street, 15February
- = ps 476No. 458.—Copy oF aDespatchfromSirD. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-ofice, St. Lucia,3 September 1835 - = - - Pp. 497

No. 459.—Copy of2 Despatch from LordGlenelg toSirD.Hill, dated Downing street, 24Novem
ber 1835 - - 477

No. 460.—Copy of a Despatchfrom SirD.Hil to‘Lord Glenelg, dated Government-ofiee St ‘ect,
15 September 1835; (four Enclosures) - - Pp. 497No. 461.-——Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to LordGlenelg, dated Government-ofce,St.Piaaee,
23 November 1835 - - - p. 482

No. 462.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D.Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-ofice, se.Lucia,
26 December 1835 ~ - - p. 484

No. 463.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. HilltoLordGlenelg, datedSt. Lucia, 10 December
1835; (one Enclosure) - - p. 484

No. 464.—Copyof a Despatch from LordGlenelgtoSirD.Hill, dated Downingrstreet, 1Fcba
183 . - 48

No. 465.— Copy of aDespatchfromSirD.Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government:office,StLucia,
28 December 1835; (seven Enclosures) ~ - ° - - p. 486

No. 466.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D. Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-office, St. Lucia,
12 January 1836 - ~~ - = - oe Pp- 490

No. 467.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir D.Hill to‘Lord Glenelg, dated Government-office, St.Lucia,
20 January 1836; (four Enclosures) - - p. 492

No. 468.—Copy of aDespatch from Lord Glenelg”to Sir dD.Hill, dated Downing-street, 15 March
836183 P- 493No. 469.—Copy of aDespatch from SirD.Hil toTord Glenelg, dated Government-office, St. Lucia,

4 May 1836 - - - . . - . - Pp. 494

 

(Taste B.)
Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - - - Pp. 495

 

HONDURAS.

No. 470.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to LordGlenelg,dated Government house,Honduras, 28 August 1835 = + - 495No. 471.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelgto Colonel Cockburn, dated Dowaing-stret,
10 November 1835 p- 496No. 472.—Copy of a Despatchfrom ColonelCockburn toLord Glenelg, dated Goverament-houseHonduras, 2 October 1835; (four Enclosures) ~ Pp. 496

No. 473.—Extract of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to SirGeo.Grey,Bart, dated Honduras,13 January 1836 + - + «- «© - = = p. 501

 

Tasue (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 September 1835 to 30 April 1836 - - - p. §08

 

BAHAMAS.
No. 474.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary T. Spring Rice,

dated Government-house, Bahamas, Nassau, 15 January 1835; (one Enclosure) p. 502No. 475.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Overnment-house, Bahamas, 12 March 1835 ~ - - - p. 506

No. 476,—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary C. Grant to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrook,
dated Downing-street, 4 May 1835 - - p. 506No. 477.~Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to theEarl of‘Aberdeen,
dated Government-house, Nassau, g April 1835; (oneEnclosure) - oNo. 478.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen
dated Government-house, Bahamas, 23 April 1835 - 508

No, 479.—~Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to theEa of Aberdeen,“dnted
Government-house, Bahamas, 4 May 1835; (twoEnclosures) . . = p. 508

166.—H.
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No. 480.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated

Government-house, Bahamas, 2 June 1835 (two Enclosures) - - - pe. 5ut

No. 481.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 1 September 1895 = - - - : - - . - = p. 514

No. 482.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 4 June 1835 - - - - - - - - p. 514

No. 483.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 13 April 1836 - - - - - - - - - - pe. 515

No. 484.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, datedGovern-

ment-house, 7 July 1835 - - - - - - - - - - pe 515

No. 485.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 8 October 1835 - * - - - - - - - - p. 516

No. 486.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated

Government-house, Bahamas, 25 July 1835 (one Enclosure) - - - p. 516

No. 4$7.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrvoke, dated Downing

street, 10 October 1835 - . - - - - - - - - p- 519

No. 488.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 1 August 1835 - - - - - - - p. §20

No. 489.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Gevern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 8 August 1835 - - - - - . - p» 520

No. 490.—Copy of a Despatch frem Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 15 September 1835 - - - - - - - - - p. §20

No. 491.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 8 August 1835 - - - - - - - p. 621

No. 492.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated

Government-house, Bahamas, 27 August 1835; (twoEnclosures) - = p. 521

No. 493.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated

Downing-street, 5 November 1835 ~ - - - - - - = p. 533

No. 494.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 8 October 1835; (five Enclosures) - - - «= Pp 524

No. 495-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 1 December 1835 - - - - - - - - p. 536

No. 496,—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 13 February 1836; (twoEnclosures) - - - p. 537

No. 497.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrovke, dated Downing-

street, 31 March 1836 - - - - - - - - - - p. §38

No. 498.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebronke, dated Downing-

street, 1 December 1835 « - - - - - - . - - p. 538

No. 499.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Nassau, 10 October 1835; (three Enclosures) - - - - p. 538

No. 500.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

inent house, Bahamas, g January 1836; (three Enclosures) -—- - - p» 542

No. 501.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke, dated Downing-

street, 8 March 1836 - - - p. 545

No. 502.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 26 April 1836 - . - - - - - p- 545

No. 503.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to Lord Glenelg, dated Govern-

ment-house, Bahamas, 6 May 1836 - - - - - - - p. 546

 

 

Tasie (B.)

Return of Punishments from 30 September 1835 to 1 April 1836 - - - pe 547

BERMUDA.

No. 504.—-Extract of a Despatch fron: Governor Sir 8. R. Chapman to Mr. Secretary S. Rice,

dated The Bermudas, 8 October 1834; (seven Enclosures) = Pp. 547

No. 505.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir S. R. Chapman, dated Downing-

street, 26 February 1835-  - = : - os - - of - p. 547

No. 506.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir S. R. Chapman to Lord Glenelg, dated The Bermudas,

27 April 1836; (three Enclosures) - - + - - - - - p- 548

 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

. 507-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-

house, Cape of Good Hope, 15 April 1836; (four Enclosures) =- - - p. 549N °

 



PAPERS

RELATIVE TO THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.
Part III.—(2.)
 

BARBADOES,

 

~— No. 219. —

Cory of a DESPATCHfrom Governor Sir Lionel Smith, K.c. B., to Lord Glenelg.

Government House, Barbadoes,
My Lord, 21 August 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Lordship’s circular despatch

BARBADOES,

No. 219.

of the 18th June last, calling for certain returns relative to the special magistrates 422),
and apprenticed population of this island, together with copies of instructions given
to the special magistrates.

I beg leave to enclose the returns called for by your Lordship, together with copies
of the only instructions which have been addressed by me to the special magistrates.
Your Lordship is aware that by the Rural Police Act, which was in operation
until the month of April last, all control over these gentlemen was vested in a body
of commissioners, and even their journals were directed to be sent in to the Go-
vernor in Council. Under these circumstances, I considered that I had no power
to address any general instructions to them, or furnish them with standing orders
for the guidance of their conduct.

Previously, however, to their entering upon their duties, I assembled themagis-
trates, for the purpose of delivering to them their commissions; and I took that
‘occasion of impressing upon them verbally, how desirable it was that, in awarding
punishments, they should resort to confinement, and such other modes as the law
allowed, in preference to the use of the cat, which, upon every principle of policy
and humanity, ought to be avoided as much as possible. Your Lordship will
observe by the return of punishments, that 1,742 male apprentices have received
corporal punishment, while the number punished by confinement, fine, &c., is
2,813 males and 3,230 females. Although the mass of punishments which this
return presents is sufficiently frightful, yet it is satisfactory to reflect how great an
improvement has taken place upon the system which sormerly prevailed, more
especially as regards the punishment of females. And your Lordship may rest
assured that my exertions shall be unceasingly directed to the abolition, as far as
may be practicable, under the peculiar circumstances of this population, of a system
of coercion, which the approaching change in their civil condition will render it as
impossible to continue as a stimulus to labour, as it is revolting to every principle
of humane and enlightened government.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.
 

Enclosure in No. 219.

(No. 1.)

RETURN of the Nawezs of all the Speciau or Strpenpiary Macistrates who have
been Removed from or Resigned their Office in Barbadoes.

—- Nil, —

(signed) Sir Z, Smith.
Government House, Barbadoes,

21 August 1835.
 

166,—J],  
Enclosure in
No, 219,



6 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

BARBADOES. (No. 2.)

GENERAL ABSTRACT of Crimes and PunisHMENTs among the APPRENTICED
Lasourrrs in Barbadoes from 1 Augst 1834 to 31 July 1836, inclusive.
 

— Number.

 

Males, Females.

Apprenticed population - - = = = 2+ © © - (38,456 | 44,351 

 

 

Azsstract of Crimes.
 

 

 

   
 

 

  

 

Number of Cases
or Persons.

Males. Females.

Insubordination and insolence = 5s 2 5 5 8 8 856 9747
Neglect of work, or absent from employment, &. - - - =| 2,666 | 1,848
Trespasses on property, or wilfully damaging or cutting growing crops 326 123
Thefts ~ ee 288 79
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - 770 654

AxssTract of PUNISHMENTS.

Number of Cases
or Persons.

Males. Females.

Corporal - - - - - - - - - - -| 1,326 1

Ditto, with hard labour - -“ - - - - - - ~ 383 _
Ditto, with imprisonment - - - - - - - - 33 _
Confinement, with hard labour - - - - - - -| 1,580 1,619
Ditto, without ditto - - - - = 5s = = Ff 341 450

Pardoned - - = = = © © © SF 8S 8 161 40
Dismissed for want of evidence, or arranged by consent - - - 180 176
To make good a certain portion of labour to employer or estate- = - 831 1,158
Fined - © - = = 5 © *S 5 S Ss  * 61 3
Noaward - -— - ~~ + = = ££ 2© © = 10 4 

Total Number of corporal punishments - - - Males 1,742
Female 1

Total otherwise punished - - ~ Males 2,813
Females 3,230
 

7,786

(signed) Lionel Smith, Governor General.

 

N.B.—Nineteen gangs in District D. (number not given) sentenced to extra labour for
the estate or employer, for idleness or neglect of work.

 

(No. 3.)

RETURN of the Names and Numser of Arrrenticep LasoureRrs in the Island of Barbadoes who have purchased

the unexpired term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for the same, from 1st August 1834 to

gist July inclusive.
 

 

DATE Sum paid DATE Sum paid

No. NAMES. of to No. NAMES. of to
Discharge. Owner. Discharge. Owner.

District (A.) £. 8. d. District (A.) £. 8. d.
(Barbadoes CY) (Barbadoes C’)

1| Betsey Hannah - | toAug.1834] 15 - - 5| Esther - - - | 1Sept1834; 10 - =
2| Thomasine - -{|30— — 40 = = 6| Rebecca Anne - -|3- => 2% - =

3| Geoffrey - - “tS § -- 47} George « - -|; 6-— — 60 = =
4| Sarah Beck - -| 1 Sept.— 30 = = 8| Phillean - - “| -— = 20 - =   
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DATE Ss id i
No. NAMES. _ of tO No. NAMES, eT Sums paid

Discharge. Owner. Discharge. Owner.

District (A.) £. os. d. District (B.) £. 8. de
| (Barbadoes Cy) (BarbadoesC7)

g| Judy - - -]| G6Sept.1834) 35 - — | 81] James Christmas ~-| 23O0ct.1834] 15 - =
10| William Henry -f-—— 60 - - 82| Katey Mary - - | 10 Nov. — 35 =< =
41 | Isabella - = =| -— — 28 -~ ~ §— 83) Dow - -~« afew — 35 - =
12| Anthony Reed -jf1ul— — 45 =- = 84] Salley Betsey - -|}27 — — 2710 =
13|Anna Maria - -j_—_— — 25 - 85| Joseph - « -|;—— — 47.10 =
14 Nanny - - - 86 Phibby - - - | 13 Jan.1835| 35 - =
15| William and - =p] 12 ee 40 — = 87| Louisa - - fan we 20 ~- =-

46) Mary - = - 88] MaryJane = -Jig— — 43.15 =
17 | Sarah Kitty - -]17 — go ~ — | 89] Bettey - - ~«f|/—— — 27:10 =
18 doe William < | me ee ee 50 - go Belinda James + =} 3:2 Feb. — 10 = =
19 racy « - 2-129 — — 2 =~ = gi ob - - -|27— —— 10 =- =~

20; Betsey - = 2] =m a 25 - ~ | 92| Lucy Bettey - +] 3 Apr.— 40 - -
21 | Polly Anne - -i-——- 10 = = 93} Kitty Lemon - e-/23— — 2 - =
22} Amelia 2 = =} ame 20 ~ — | 94/ KettyBen - -| 5 May— 45 - =
23| Henry ~ - -j-- = 10 — = | 95] Providence - - _ = 50 = =
24 Andrew - - -} 1 Oct, — 50 ~ — | 96] Anne - - -$l— — 40 = =
25 aria - - a we - 97| William Edward -)]16— — - -
26| William - © -«| 7— — 50 — — | 98) Rebecca- - =) 19-—- — 20 --
-27|Mimby Dutchessand 7 4o - - |.99 Sarah Anne - -{ 8 June— Wm
28| Augusta- - = 100} Phibbah - -~ -! 2 July — 45 - o
-29| Frances Anne « -{ 9 Nov.— go — — [101] Sarah Jones - -| 14 —— a 5 0- =
30 Samuel - . - 8 —_— — 35 -— — | 102) Sue - - -]15— — 1710 =

31 | Pallas - + -«-/[18 — — 10 - =
32 Qronooko. - -| 25 > ~ 45 - = District (C.)
-33 eorge ienry - - | 27 Dec. — 40 - =

34| Abel Francis - ~~| 20 Jan.1835| 36 — — 4203] Mercy - = +| 26 Jan,1835) 30 - -
: 104] Sarah Frances = -! 6 Feb. — 3815 =

35 Kitty Apne - =| 7 Feb. — 35 - = 1105] John Edward - -|10— — 32 10 =
:2 Suey Anne =f 8 _ = a _ =~ [296] Kitty S. Williams +| 30 Mar.—| 45 - =

38|Mary Elizabeth -| 4 Mar,— jo - = 7 jet ° pu 2 7
39| Jue - - -|9-—- — 45 - - ° ° [oe 7-7
.40| Mary Thomas-  +«/20— — 50 = = ne fot - et| 84 pre _- go = =
41| James Thomas -}26— —| 8 - «= ector - = -|13May— | 50 - —
.42 | Johnny - - ef ee we woe es ft Sarah - - 2) %— 39 = =
43 | John Henry - ~-|—— — 3 _ . £112] Betsey Kittey - -{| 1 June — 4l - -

44| Mary Jane - -;28— — 10 - =- woe
: District (D.)

.45| Richard - - -({—-— — 10 - =

.46| Audacious - rr 10 — — $113] Fortune - - -| 7 May 1835} 20 - —
47 MaryChristian -{} 1 April— 35 — — [114] Caroline - - -(14— — 10 — o
4 ary Bella + -| 6—- — 20 ~- — 4115] Adam Straw - -~|25 —~ = 85 - =
49| Sally Betsey - -/29— — 20 — — £116! Ann Bell - «| 4June— 22 10 -
5 Daniel - - 16 May — 25 =- ~ §117| Moses - - +|] gJuly ~ 4210 =
! iza Frances - =-| 28 — 1 = =
52 King William - -|}—-— — 10 - = District (E.)
53 phonso - ae 10 = =

54| Sarah Christian -| § June — 35 - - 118) Tom - 2 = | 27 Sep. 1834) 40 = =
: 119; Alexander - - | 28 Oct. — | i55| Princess + - -|13—- — 30 = «

56 | Grace - . ~|2 6 5 - 120| Betsey Anna - -|—— — 26 5 =
~~ 121] Lovisa - «© -+«[—— — 26 -

2 polly ise” = Tp TT 10 ~ = fies Becky Mary - -|—— — 20 10 ~

9|John Edwin - .|—— —| go — — [223] Carolme- - -]—— —| 17 - -6| William - T1322 i 7 34 Cyrus , - =| 10 Jan. 1835, 40 —- =
61 Doll . . ~-l——-. — —- - usanna - = | 23 Keb, — wWw- =

62 JohnHenry - «fy " lo - 126} Harry Leacock -/| 5Mar.— | 100 - -

63| James - = -{18— — | go - = 133 Betsey bene - =| 23Tu - 25 - =
6 . . . _ _ _ . J etsey Phillis - - | 25June — 2- =

65 RobotRolleston - = -— 2 -- 130 Jobn Thomas -  +|——~ — 37:10 =
66| Christian - July — O- - °| Sam TTte IS o>
e7 Lawrence - - 7 _ ~ 9 ro ~ 133! Tadgy - - -| 31 July — 1 - =

68} Zeno - = -efigs— — 65 - - wget
6g| Molly Anne - -|[2a9— — 10 - - District (F.)
70| Princessand - - ° 1g2{ Amelia = + | 15 Dec.18394} 45 — —
1 Hannah Francis “ff go - = 133 Jenny Anne « ~f—_—— — 43 - -

72| Richard Clarke -f[—— — 7O = = 4134] Nat - -- «| 28 Apr.i835/ 42 = =
73|Mary Hannah s = -| 30 — — go - =
“74| Hannah - - -lgi—- — go - = Total Amount - - + £. 14,073 — —

District (B.) _—
75| John Adam Harding | 14Aug.1834} 75 - =
7691} Sarey + - +-|26Sep.—| 30 - —
77 |Quamine- - =| 23 Oct — | 135 - =
78 | Quen - - -
79| John and rn 50 = =
‘80|Maryanne - -J
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(No. 4.)
(Circular.) . Barbadoes, 19 February 1835.
Tue Governor taking into consideration the practice which has obtained of the special

magistrates generally absenting themselves from their police stations on Saturdays, by
which the apprenticed labourers are prevented taking advantage of their holiday to prefer
any complaints they may have, His Excellency is pleased to require and direct, that every
special magistrate shall hereafter devote the usual number of hours to the duties of his.
office on every Saturday, and they are further required to have this regulation notified to
all proprietors or employers of apprenticed labourers as well as to the labourers themselves.

In those districts where perfect tranquillity and steady industry exist, there can be no
objection to the special magistrates availing themselves of every Wednesday, instead of
Saturday, as a day of rest.
Doubts having arisen, whether apprenticed labourers, when prisoners and sentenced to

hard labour in the penal gangs, can in that state be tried and punished for any fresh
offence, such as refusing to work, or any act of violence or disobedience towards those
set over them, the special magistrates are hereby informed, that they are fully authorized
to try and punish such offence as the law directs.

By command.

 

To the Special Magistrates for the (signed) C. H. Darling,
several Districts, Barbadoes. Private Secretary.

(Circular.)
Sir, Barbadoes, 2 July 1835.

Havine had under consideration the 6th clause of an Act of this island, intituled, “ An
Act for the temporary establishment of a Rural Police for this Island,” I am extremely
anxious that without any further delay measures should be adopted for securing uniformity
at the houses of correction belonging to your respective stations, in the classification,
maintenance and discipline of the apprenticed labourers under your charge.
A strict conformity with the most approved prison discipline used in the gaols or houses

of correction in the mother country, is what I wish to see adopted in practice here; and as
the following rules and regulations are principally framed from the provisions of an Act of
Parliament, passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act
for consolidating and amending the Laws relating to the building, repairing and regulating
of certain Gaols and Houses of Correction in England and Wales,” I am desirous that they
should be the rules and regulations of your respective stations, unless you can furnish me
with some satisfactory objections against their adoption. .

First.—The utmost attention shall be paid to cleanliness in all wards and apartments,
by frequent scouring, lime washing, &c.

Second.—That male and female prisoners be separated during the working hours by day,
and the confinement by night, so as to prevent them from seeing or holding any intercourse
with each other, and that the prisoners of each sex shall be, as far as is practicable, classed
according to their offences.

Third.—That whenever means are provided by the Legislature for the payment of
a matron, the superintendance of female prisoners be exercised exclusively by her, and no
male person be allowed to enter the wards appropriated to the use of female prisoners
unaccompanied by the matron; and until a matron be employed, no police officer be
allowed to enter the wards appropriated to females, unless he be accompanied by another
officer, and then only on the duties of his office.

Fourth.—That silence be rigidly enforced amongst the prisoners at all times; that they
be not permitted to converse or speak with each other, or with any person, and that no
officer be allowed to speak with any of them, except for the purpose of giving orders,
which duty is to be done calmly and firmly, without ill language, and in as few words as
can be used.

Fifth.—That all persons deport themselves with the strictest regularity in their duties ;
abstain from swearing, or levity of behaviour, and furnish no bad examples.
Sixth—That the diet of the prisoners be plain, but well cooked and nutritious ; the corn

of the country, or roots, with a little salt; and that no other drink than water be allowed
to enter the premises.

Seventh.—That when a prison dress is provided by the Legislature, it is to be used as.
the clothing of the prisoners during work.
Eighth.—That the female prisoners performing the work of cleaning, cooking, &c. for

the other prisoners, shall be daily changed, and that the work be done in routine.
Ninth.—All prisoners sentenced by a special justice, being males, to corporal punish-

ment, with imprisonment, or, being females, to imprisonment and hard labour for one
fortnight, shall have their hair cut off, and their heads washed, for the better promotion of
cleanliness.
Tenth.—That all thefts in the open fields or gardens shall rank under the same class.

of punishment, whether the value of the property be great or small; and that the second
or third thefts by the same person, within theperiod of the apprenticeship, shall be pro-
portionally punished, according to the practice of courts of criminal jurisdiction.

Lastly.—All courts held by special justices for hearing cases between apprenticed
labourers and employer be open to the public, except in any case where secrecy is necessary
for the interest of the island.

I have, &c.

. (signed) Lionel Smith..
To the Special Magistrates.
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—No. 220. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government House, Barbadoes, 22 August 1835.

I nap the honour to receive your Lordship’s letter of 20th of June last, con-
veying your instructions for the amendment of the Abolition and Police Acts of
this island, on the 31st ultimo, which 1 lost no time in laying before the Council
and Assembly.
The two branches of the Legislature very shortly framed an amended Abolition

Act, with a suspending clause, on hearing which, before it was presented to me,
Thad it intimated to one or two influential gentlemen, that the Bill must have
positive and immediate effect against all the objections your Lordship or your pre-
decessors had pointed out, or that I could not receive it.
The suspending clause was then removed, and a Bill presented to me, with only

slight objections, which were communicated to both branches of the Legislature by
a message, a copy of which is enclosed.

I am to explain to your Lordship, that the original Abolition Act was operating
so oppressively, by the power it gave owners of apprentices to turn over non-
predials to preedial labour, males and females, for every trifling offence they com-
mitted, that I felt I could not be justified in continuing such a law to the indefinite
period of reference to your Lordship, by a suspending clause.

I am very happy to say the Council and Assembly subsequently corrected the
objections I pointed out to them, and I have now the pleasure of enclosing to your
Lordship such a Bill as I hope and believe will be found sufficient to entitle this
island to share in the compensation grant.

I have further the honour to enclose to your Lordship amended Police Bills, both
for the town and districts, by which they have restored to the executive the powers
so unconstitutionally usurped by the Council.

These three Acts having been accompanied by an address from the Honourable
House, I have the honour to lay a copy of the same before your Lordship, together
with my reply.

I can assure your Lordship that I have not used the powers now given me over
the magistrates and police in any vindictive or irritating spirit; I confirmed the
magistrates in their situations, and have maintained the police establishments; and
though I will never descend to the character of a compromising Governor, I will
do all in my power to conciliate and ensure the advantages of the cordial co-opera-
tion of the three branches of the legislature, for the happiness and welfare of all
those living under this government.

It would give me pleasure, and strengthen my hopes of a better future influence,
if your Lordship would have me early acquainted, whether or no the present Acts
are satisfactory.

I have, &c.

(signed) ‘ Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 220.

(No. 1.)

Government House, 1st August 1835.
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I nave had under consideration the Amended Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which
passed both branches of the Legislature on the 29th ultimo.

It is my duty to state to your Honourable Board and House any defects I may find in
this Bill, likely to prevent its acceptance by His Majesty.

Clause 3.—The words, “ immediately after His Majesty’s confirmation of this Act shall
be known in this island,” at the commencement of the clause, prevent its coming into
immediate operation; and the objection against admitting a suspending clause still remains
as regards that clause; for if any repugnancy to the Imperial Act should be discovered in
this Act, a most useful and necessary provision for giving effect to clauses 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,.
of the Barbadoes Act for the Abolition of Slavery, would remain inoperative.

These words may have been urintentionally introduced or retained; but whether or not,.
the Act is inadmissible in its present shape.

I cannot better illustrate my objection to the 3d clause, as now constructed, than by
reminding your Honourable Board and House, that the original Act was passed on the
Sth April 1834, and (although amended) was not finally decided on in London till June
1835, and the decision not received by me till the 13th July 1835.

166.—II. Clause 4.

BARBADOES.

No. 220.
VideParliamentary
Paper, No. 278,
p- 108, ordered to
be printed 10 June
1874.

No,
2.

3.
No. 94. Amend-
ment Abolition Act.
No. 95. Rural
Police Act.
No. 96. Town
Police Act.!
These Acts are
printed in a gepa-
rate Appendix.
Vide Nos. 94, 95
and 96.

No. 3.
18 August 1835.

No. 4.
21 August 1835.

Enclosure in.
No, 220.
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Clause 4.—This clause is a substitute for the 13th and 14th clauses in the Barbadoes
Abolition Act, which are repealed by this Act, and the objections stated by Mr. Spring Rice
and Lord Glenelg are obviated; but as the Legislature w'" have the opportunity of revising
this Act, it may be worth their consideration whether or not, as the continuous labour
ceases to be compulsory, the alternative of paying the watchmen and cattle-keepers for
their extra service by adequate wages, as proposed by Lord Glenelg, should not be
inserted.

Clause 5.—This clause contains no provision as to how the consent of the special justice
to every transfer of a predial is to be given and recorded. Clause 24 of the original Act
is absolutely repealed by this Act, consequently the form of consent therein given, and
the provision made for recording it, no longer avails. Provision to this effect is required
to be made by the gth clause of the Act of Parliament.

Clause 6.—The objections against the original Act, as regards food, taken by Mr. Spring
Rice on the grounds of inadequacy, are removed by the increased allowance given by this
Act; but the allowance of a blanket once in the year, to each apprenticed labourer, is still
withheld.

Although I have been compelled to object to a suspending clause, which may be of inde-
finite duration, I am of opinion it will not be just or practicable, with many persons pos-
sessing apprentices, ihat they should be required to give immediate effect to the clause of
this Act regulating the issue of additional food and raiment; I therefore respectfully pro-
pose to your Honourable Board and House, that one month should be allowed from my
assent for providing and issuing those additional articles, or we shall create a false excite-
ment amongst the apprentices, and bring the magistrates and planters into frequent
collision.

Lionel Smith.
 

(No. 2.)

ADDRESS from the House of Assembly to the Governor-General; dated Barbadoes, .
18th August 1835.

To his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3., Governor-General, &c.

The respectful Address of the House of Assembly of Barbadoes.

May it please your Excellency,
The House of Assembly have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a message from

your Excellency, dated the ist instant, on the subject of the Amended Abolition Act, and
also the receipt of a message from your Excellency, dated the 5th instant, accompanied by
a copy of a despatch from the Right Honourable Colonia! Secretary.
The House of Assembly beg to return your Excellency their thanks for these communi-

cations, and for having taken so early an opportunity of calling their attention to the
important subjects to which they relate.

he words referred to by your Excellency in the 3d clause of the Amended Slavery
Abolition Act were only proper whilst that Act had a suspending clause; they were inad-
vertently retained after the suspending clause had been omitted; but the clause has now
been so altered as to bring the several clauses of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
referred to by your Excellency, into immediate operation.
The House of Assembly duly appreciate the motive which induced your. Excellency

to suggest, as an addition to the 4th clause, the alternative of paying the watchmen and
cattle-keepers for their extra service by adequate wages; but they apprehend that any
attempt to obtain these extra services, except by contract, would be incompatible with the
Act of the British Parliament ; and the 80th and five following clauses of the Island Slavery
Abolition Act fully regulate all contracts of this description.
To the 5th clause the House of Assembly have added the form of consent which the

special justices are to sign on the transfer of a predial from one estate to another.
The House have also added a blanket once in two years; and, in compliance with your

Excellency’s recommendation, they have provided that one month should be allowed for
supplying the increased allowance of fish; the additional raiment will be issued at the time
provided for the issue of clothing.

In the Bill, therefore, which tha House have passed, will be found all the amendments
which have been called for by Mr. Spring Rice and the present Right Honourable Secretary
for the Colonies.
On the subject of Lord Glenelg’s| despatch of the 20th of June, a copy of which your

Excellency has been pleased to lay \before the House, they feel themselves called upon to
offer a few explanations.

It is satisfactory to the House to know that his Lordship approves of the moderation and
calmness with which the Assembly discussed the several questions adverted to in their
address to Lord Aberdeen.

In remarking on that part of the address of the Assembly to Lord Aberdeen which
relates to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, ‘the present Right Honourable Colonial Secretary
has assumed certain propositions, from which the House of Assembly, in justice to them-
selves, are bound to dissent. These propositions may be reduced to three:

ist. That the distinctions between voters upon the old and on the new qualifications
were established by the Bridge-Town PoliceBill

2ndly. That
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endly. That the House refer to Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of the 10th January, as vindi-
cating this enactment. . ,

gdly. That the Assembly have maintained an opinion, that the distinction exists only in
the text and theory of the law.
With reference to the first proposition, the House of Assembly have to observe, that the

distinctions between voters upon the old and new qualification were not established by the
Bridge-Town Police Bill, but by the Act of 1831, which for the first time conferred the
elective franchise on the coloured inhabitants. That Act raised the qualification from 107,
to 30/. currency for town voters, but reserved to the then possessors the right so long as
they lived and continued possessed of 104. qualification. The House of Assembly fully
coincide with Lord Glenelg as to the impolicy of keeping alive jealousies, by which the
whole proprietary body of the island are distracted and enfeebled; your Excellency, how-
ever, is well aware that the House of Assembly passed a Bill during the last year for the
purpose of abolishing this distinction, and of equalizing the qualification of all voters.
As to the second proposition that the House refer to, Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch of the

1oth January, as vindicating the enactment creating the distinction, the House of Assem-
bly most respectfully beg to observe that in the reference made by them to that part of
Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch which relates to the qualification of voters, they had not the
slightest intention of adducing it as a vindication of the enactment which creates the dis-
tinction between voters ; far from vindicating that enactment, the House of Assembly on
the 23d of September last passed a Bill for abolishing the distinction and equalizing the
qualification. Lord Aberdeen in a very forcible and eloquent manner advocated the pro-
priety of a qualification founded on property, and at the same time seems to discover an
apology for the distinction which had been made by the Colonial Legislature.

It is only in that sense that the House of Assembly understood Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch,
and they only meant to express an opinion that as the distinction was fast fading away, it
did not warrant the agitation ofwhich it had been made the ostensible cause; they never-
theless readily admit the impolicy of retaining it. With reference to the third position,
that the Assembly have maintained an opinion that the distinction exists only in the text
and theory of the law; with due submission to his Lordship, the House of Assembly are
unable to discover in their address to Lord Aberdeen any such opinion maintained by them.
After goingfully into an objection which had been made to the Bridge-Town Police Bill,
but for which there is really no just ground, the House of Assembly conclude in the fol-
lowing words ; “ The objection, therefore, does arise from the provisions of the Bill; it is
wholly foreign to its object and spirit, and could any ground for it have been inferred from
the text of the law, the actual working of it would tee satisfactorily contradicted such an
inference.” The whole of this passage refers to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, and so far
from furnishing the inference in the third proposition, the direct contrary is the case.

If the Right Hon, Colonial Secretary had been led by any inaccuracy of expression, used
by the House of Assembly in theiraddress to Lord Aberdeen, into the supposition that they
maintained the opinions so attributed to them, it is a fortunate circumstance that his Lord-
ship has given expression to his impressions, as by that means the House have been
afforded an opportunity of explaining and setting themselves right with his Lordship on a
question of no small importance to this community. .

With the amendment required by Lord Aberdeen to the Bridge-Town Police Bill, and
enforced by the present Right Hon. Colonial Secretary, the House of Assembly have com-
plied, from a sense of the necessity of maintaining the police of the town, and of the
inconvenience to which the inhabitants of the city of Bridge-Town might be exposed should
that Bill be disallowed by His Majesty.
When the Bridge-Town Police Bill passed the Legislature of this island, the ancient

constitution of the island, by which appointments of Justices of the Peace were to be made
by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the Council, was in full force,
The royal instruction by which that part of the constitution was supported, it appears has since
been rescinded, and the Legislature has been told that unless these appointments are vested
in the Governor alone, unfettered with the consent of the Council, the Act will be disallowed
by His Majesty. The House of Assembly cannot see the justice or policy of being called
on by an ex post facto order to rescind a law, which when passed was in perfect harmony
with the ancient constitution of the Colony; they cannot help expressing their regret that
His Majesty should have been advised so to innovate on their ancient constitution; but
whilst expressing their regret, they beg to assure your Excellency it does not arise from any
distrust towards your Excellency, for they feel confident that your Excellency will exercise
the powers thus vested in you, in the manner which will best promote the public good and
give satisfaction to the country. .
The House of Assembly have passed a Bill for continuing the Rural Police Act to the

end of the apprenticeship system. As, however, it has been found that an increase of the
mounted police and a diminution of the foot would insure an effective Rural Police, the
House of Assembly have amended the former Act by increasing the number of horse and
diminishing the foot. The expense of this establishment will be increased by this altera-
tion; but the public will be fully compensated for this additional expense by the greater
effectiveness of the police.
The House will be ready to make any improvements in this Bill of which it may be sus-

ceptible, and which any defect in its making may point out as necessary.
the House of Assembly having thus passed an amended Abolition Bill, in perfect accord-

ance with the views of His Majesty’s Colonial Secretary, having vested the appointment of
the Bridge-Town magistrates in the Governor alone, and having passed a Rural Police Bill
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the apprenticeship system, on the principle of the temporary Act, towarde.
rik the Right Hor Secretaryfor the ‘Colonies ‘has expressed himself favourable; the
House of Assembly trust that the questions relating to these important and exciting sub-
jects are finally settled, and that the Legislature ofthe island will now have leisure to devote
itself to the improvement of the laws and the adoption of such measures as will best promote
the happiness and prosperity ofall classes of His Majesty’s subjects in this ancient and loyal
colony. By Order of the House,

W. Forte, Speaker.
 

(No. 3.)

MESSAGE from the Governor-general to the Honourable House of Assembly, Barbadves,

Government-House, 21 August 1835.
r. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I ae felt creat satisfaction from the honour of your address of the 18th instant, and at
having been enabled to give my assent to the amended Emancipation Act and Police Acts,
measures which I anxiously and sincerely hope will be deemed to have completely fulfilled
the terms on which the Parliamentary grant depended. ;

I cannot avoid remarking to your Honourable House, that there has been no infraction of
the constitution of the island by His Majesty having invested me with the sole power of
selecting and appointing magistrates, or by his having subsequently increased the number
of the council. These have never been laws of your charter, but founded in the Royal
instructions, liable to change at the Royal pleasure, as the policy of circumstances de-
manded. . ;

I sought only the same constitutional powers that the governors of other colonies
sssessed.
a will never compromise what I believe to be my duty; but I solemnly avow the most
earnest desire to profit in my administration by the advice and experience of my council and
the Legislature generally. . ;
When your Honourable House reflects on the extensive and overwhelming nature of my

duties in the general government, you must be sensible I would have been gladly spared the
weighty charge imposed upon me by the Police Bills, but the government of a peasantry,
still under a state of coercion, forbids that the controlling and the interested body should
be composed of one and the same class. a Doe,

I will therefore spare no trouble to render your police respectable in discipline, in watch-
fulness, firmness and moderation. ,

For the rest, let me assure yourHonourable House, that I shall hail with gratitude and
delight your promised labours for the improvement of the laws.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 221.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Z. Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 13 October 1835.

I Have received your Despatch, dated the 22d August, enclosing three Acts
passed by you, with the advice and consent of the Council and Assembly of
Barbadoes, for amending the Slavery Abolition and Police Acts of that island.

It is almost superfluous to assure you that I have bestowed my instant attention
on these laws. Nor is it with any common pleasure that I announce to you that
the various enactments comprised in them seem to me to call for no statement or
remark beyond the expression of my opinion that they are, in every respect, a
satisfactory compliance with the suggestions which, in obedience to His Majesty’s
commands, I had the honour to convey to you in my Despatch of the 20th June
last. ,

I enclose two orders of His Majesty in Council, by the first of which these Acts
are left to their operation; while by the second His Majesty, in exercise of the
power vested in him by the 44th section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition
of Slavery, is pleased to declare, that adequate and satisfactory provision has been
made by law in Barbadoes for giving effect to that statute, by the further and
supplementary enactments therein mentioned. :

I have discharged a duty, the most grateful to my feelings, in humbly submitting
to His Majesty in Council my opinion that those obstacles have at length been
effectually removed by which His Majesty has hitherto been prevented from
acknowledging the right of the former owners of the emancipated slaves in Barba~
does to participate in the Compensation Find. In withholding my advice in
favour of such a measure until the present time, I had to perform an ungracious

and
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and painful office. I have been led, however, in my consideration on this subject, BARBADOS,
to a retrospect of the communications which have passed respecting it ‘between _—
successive Secretaries of State and the Colonial Assembly of Barbadoes. On
perusing the varicus addresses from that body, it was impossible not to be deeply
and favourably impressed by the tone in which, under circumstances of the most
trying nature, the discussion had on their part invariably been conducted. They
have not only adhered inflexibly to the calm and courteous style befitting all
public intercourse between the different branches of the Legislature, without yield-
ing to feelings which might have rendered some departure from it natural and
venial; but, with a candour, which I acknowledge with respect and gratitude, they
have rendered full justice to the arguments and the motives of the Ministers of the
Crown, even when those Ministers were compelled to oppose their wishes and
controvert their opinions. In thus divesting a great political debate of all asperity,
the Assembly of Barbadoes have consulted at once their own dignity and the
character of those with whom they have had to negociate. They have drawn from
His Majesty the expression of his gracious approbation. They have afforded a
most valuable example, and prepared the way for discussing, in the spirit of entire
respect and confidence, those ulterior measures which, as appears by their address of
the 13th of August, they contemplate for “ the improvement of the law and the pro-
motion of the happiness and prosperity of all classes of His Majesty’s subjects in
that ancient and loyal colony.”

I have to congratulate you on the successful and amicable close of a debate in
which you have borne so considerable a share, and have been called to the dis-
charge of duties so responsible and invidious. It is with much pleasure that I
remark the cordiality of the tone of your communications to the Assembly, copies
of which are transmitted with your present Despatch, and especially the assurance
contained in that Despatch respecting the spirit in which you have used, and still
propose to employ, the powers entrusted to you by the Legislature. Your con-
firmation of the magistrates who were originally appointed by the Council, not
only without your concurrence, but in direct opposition to your avowed opinion
and wishes, was peculiarly judicious under the circumstances of the case. In
the present most important epoch of the history of the British West Indies, an
urgent demand is made on all classes of society, for the sacrifice, to the public
good, of many feelings, which, though blameless or even becoming in ordinary
times, could not now be indulged, without endangering the success of that
momentous experiment in which Great Britain and her Colonies are engaged;
an experiment on the result of which the future destiny and happiness of many
millions of the natives of Africa, or their descendants inhabiting the Continent and
Islands of America may, in no light measure, depend. Nothing can be more
acceptable to His Majesty, nor more befitting your own station as the head of the
local government, than that in all cases, as in the present instance, you should be
foremost in giving an example of this wise and necessary self-control.
You will communicate to the Council and Assembly of Barbadoes copies of this

Despatch. T have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 222. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 September 1835.

I HaVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, in pur- No, 222,
suance of your Circular Despatch of the 12th of July last, tables A. and B. for the My
past month, showing the state of crime and punishment among the apprenticed M, ?
population in the several districts of this island, and the general result as regards 2; {B) G

| lethe island at large.
. ReheataI find that the journal which has been hitherto kept by the magistrates is so ® (gas

nearly in accordance with the form of slave protector’s return formerly used in the 72, 2,
Crown Colonies, as to render it unnecessary to make any alteration in it; but
Thave desired that instead of quarterly, it shall be transmitted to me every month.
These records, commencing from the 1st of August 1834, are now in my pos-

session; and I can assure your Lordship, that I have not failed to examine them
most carefully, with a view to that vigilant superintendence of the proceedings of
the magistrates which your Lordship is so anxious to establish.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.
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No. 224.

— No. 223,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir L. Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 December 1835.

I wave received your Despactches of the 15th September and the 22d October,

transmitting the Returns of punishments inflicted by the special magistrates on the

apprenticed labourers in Barbadoes, in the months of August and September. I

I fully appreciate the care with which you have examined these and similar

Returns, with a view to that superintendence of the proceedings of the special

magistrates which, without implying any distrust of their rectitude or judgment, is

essential to the due administration of the existing system. I am happy to observe

a decrease in the number of punishments in the last Return, as compared with that

for the month of August; and I trust that, by a continuance of a judicious though

firm exercise of the powers entrusted to them, the special magistrates will essen-

tially contribute to the establishment, on a permanent footing, of those relations

between the employers and the labourers which will essentially promote the future

welfare and prosperity of all classes in the colony.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 224.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir LZ. Smith to Lord Glenelg.

MyLord, Government-House, Barbadoes, 8 December 1835.
On referring your Lordship to the Amended Abolition Act of this island, which

came into operation on the 19th August last, by my assent, and has subsequently
received His Majesty’s most gracious approval, your Lordship will recollect the
addition to the apprentices’ food and raiment, which was ordered from your
office, and provided for in the Bill.
Aware how these allowances would operate with certain classes of poor proprie-

tors, while the more independent would be likely to take away from the preedial
labourers many advantages they before possessed, if the law of food was imme-
Giately insisted on, it became necessary to prescribe a time for fish being provided,
and the House of Assembly adopted my recommendation to that effect in the
Amended Act.

I am sorry, however, to inform your Lordship, that the Colony was in a consi-
derable state of excitement for some time, by the delusion practised upon the
apprenticed population, and the intemperance of many planters.
We have in this island two classes of low whites, descended from families im-

ported from England, as apprentices previous to the general introduction of slave
labour, and they are by far the most degenerate, worthless race of any in the
island.

One of these classes were not unfrequently mastets of slaves from one to per-
haps a dozen, and their own livelihood totally depended on such slaves’ labour, or
on that labour being bired out.

Another class Had no slaves or other property, but equally despising field labour
or any other industrious pursuits, they have for many years lived upon the charity
of the blacks, now apprenticed labourers.
They have exercised, throughout the late change in the negro condition, the

influence which the unhappy distinction of colour gives to mislead and deceive
those in whose benefits they expected to share; and, accordingly, when the law for
additional food and raiment came out, the apprentices were universally urged to
demand it in kind, and not to accept any compromise or commutation, and were
faught to, believe that more had been ordered for them from home, but withheld
ere.
In large estates, where the apprentices had for years enjoyed allotments of land,

ind even cultivated sugar on their own account, they insisted on the additional
pound of fish, and the proprietors then warned them they should take away the
land, which they only possessed by indulgence on good behaviour; violent and
vindictive feelings arose on both sides; the apprentices were sullen and insubor-
dinate, and some planters destroyed their stock, and it is hardly to be believed, at
a distance, how much mischief was effected by the low whites over the ignorant
apprentices.

Such
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Such was the infatuated suspicion which existed for some days; that a whole gang
declared before one of the special magistrates, that if they did not insist on having
the fish, they would be liable to go back to slavery, and the Governor would order
them all down to St. Ann’s Barracks to be flogged by the soldiers. This they
credited against me, who they well knew had encountered every odium and insult
from the whites in establishing their right to be treated like humanbeings.
The enclosed Documents will show your Lordship the public measures I

adopted to allay these unpleasant feelings; all has subsided. The principal plan-
ters begin to feel the policy of a conciliatory course, and the small owners com-
mute allowances either by time or money payment ; the price of labour and retail
price of fish constituting the grounds on which such commutations are founded.

I will here mention to your Lordship, that though we have had in this island the
most severe slave code of any I know, they have not generally wanted sufficient
food, and I would advocate, even to a greater extent, giving them time to work for
wages instead of provisions in kind, because it prepares them to meet a state of
freedom when they must totally depend on industrious habits for their own
support.

qT am most happy to inform your Lordship, that the planters already most wil-
lingly pay for labour on those days which are the apprentices’ own, and I feel sure
they will never want labour for their cultivation, where they have treated the
apprentices with common justice.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
 

Enclosure in No. 224.

To the Spectan MAGIsTRaTEs.

Sir, Government-House, 23rd September 1895.
Ir has been represented to me that many apprenticed labourers entertain some doubts as

to the effect of the new law providing for an additional allowance of fish and clothing to
them, and whether they are not entitled to demand these increased allowances from pro-
rietors, and retain possession of the lots of land allowed them heretofore by indulgence.
This doubt may be very easily removed. You will be very careful to explain to the appren-
ticed labourers that, by the laws, they are entitled to demand the full allowance of fish and
clothing, but they are not entitled by right to retain the possession of land of their owners,
heretofore given to them merely as an indulgence, consequently it is within the power of
the owners to withdraw, as stated in clause 71 of the Abolition Act, this indulgence, allow-
ing the apprentices reasonable time to reap their crops. .

It will be your duty to advise the apprenticed labourers to act in every case as may
appear best for their permanent interest; and to do all in your power to preserve a good
understanding between them and their masters. ; .

It is with great pain I hear that some ill-disposed persons have circulated reports, that
unless the apprenticed labourers take up the full allowances from their masters, they will
not be entitled to absolute freedom at the expiration of the apprenticeship. This conduct
is highly culpable; and I will most readily reward any person who will give such informa-
tion against these miscreants as may lead to their being brought to punishment; and you
are requested to explain to the apprentices the folly of giving credit to this wicked falsehood.

Tam, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

GovERNMENT Norice.

Tue Governor-General, in reference to his Circulars to the special magistrates, dated
the 29rd instant, is now pleased to publish, for the guidance of the magistrates, the follow~
ing table of commutation for fish in those cases where the Act authorizes commutation
instead of its being issued in kind.

Two pounds of fish per week, or one If commuted by time 17 days a year, or.
quintal per annum. one day in every three weeks ; if commuted

by money, 25s. per annum.

The Governor-General has been grieved to hear of the obstinacy of the apprentices in
still believing that they will be liable to future injury, if they do not demand the fish, at
every sacrifice; and he has been equally sorry to hear of the impatience and want of temper
with which some masters have treated their apprentices, while labouring undera state of
ignorance, more to be pitied than resented.

_ It is for their own benefit that the Governor-General entreats them to a course of more
circumspection and forbearance.
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BARBADOES. The special magistrates are earnestly requested to use the most active exertions to explain
—_— to the apprentices their interests as well as their rights, and to protect them from any harsh

proceedings on the part of their masters.
By command,

Government-House, (signed) C. H. Darling, Private Secretary.
goth September 1835.

 

—No. 225. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir ZL. Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 January 1836.
No. 225. I wave received your Despatch, dated the 8th ofDecember, enclosing a Circular

Letter, addressed by you to the special magistrates of Barbadoes, on the 23d of

September, and a Government Notice, dated on the 3oth of that month.
I approve the methods which you adopted to allay the excitement of the appren-

ticed labourers on the subject of the non-delivery of provisions, andI sincerely
rejoice that your endeavours to restore general tranquillity were attended with
such entire success.
The inference suggested by such occurrences as that which you have described

to me, is, that before the expiration of the apprenticeship, no practicable effort to

promote the moral and intellectual improvement of the negro population should be
omitted. If they were victims of so gross an illusion as to suppose that they were
liable to be remitted to slavery if they did not actually receive in kind their pre-
scribed allowances of salt-fish ; and if there were persons in the island capable of
propagating such an error in order to promote their own selfish or unworthy pur-
poses, it is obvious that not an hour should be lost in the dissemination amongst
the apprenticed labourers of such knowledge as may fortify them against artifices
of this kind, when the period shall have arrived at which the existing restraints of
the law will cease. Much of my own time and thoughts have been devoted to
this subject, and I trust that the zeal and piety of the different religious societies
in this kingdom, co-operating with the efforts of Parliament and of the ministers of
the Crown, will enable you ere long to witness the very general diffusion of
Christian education throughout the island.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 226. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir L. Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-House, Barbadoes, 8 December 1835.
Havine found a great diversity of practice in the administration of the law

between apprentices and employers in this island, by the special magistrates, I
found it necessary to compile some general instractidns to prevent those frequent
misunderstandings which created discontent and confusion in the estates.

I have now the honour to enclose your Lordship a copy of those instructions,

_s, and a copy of the scale of work to which they refer.
8 — I would assure your Lordship that I took no small pains to ensure justice to

No. 226.

on ae . . . . .

ah ce master and apprentice by this authenticated scale, now above a month in operation,

aw and against which I have not received a single complaint from either party. I
attach no immediate importance to it beyond becoming a useful guide to magis-
trates in the settlement of disputes, but in its future effects it will enable all parties
to enter upon cultivation by task-work; and I satisfied myself, through the in-
formation of several very old black overseers, that there is no job of work in the
scale but what the individuals or gang classed can easily accomplishby two o'clock
in the day. I thus anxiously anticipate it will become the rule of voluntary labour
hereafter.

I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
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. Enclosure in No. 226,

The Speciau Justiczs of the Peace, Barbadoes.
Gentlemen, Government House, Barbadoes, 14th Uctober 1835.NoTWITHSTANDING the various enactments for the government of the apprenticediabourers, and for regulating the duties of their employers, contained in the local Acts, andthat you and the community at large have had the experience of a year for guidance incarrying out the measure of emancipation, recent events show that much misapprehension

exists in reference to the reciprocal duties which have been created or fixed. With your~selves, doubts continually spring up on the interpretation of the law. Amongst the pro-prietors, some make unreasonable demands, and some are led to commit many imprudent
acts, whilst, amongst the apprenticed labourers, ignorance combined with depravity,promt ts them to catch at every pretext for eluding their duties, and for misbehaving them-selves. Thus we make but slow progress towards the establishment of a right understand-ing between the parties interested, of the reciprocal duties of employer and apprenticeddsoourer.
This state of our socicty is the cause of deep anxiety to me, desirous as I am to prumotethe welfare of this colony, and to see tranquillity and cheerful industry prevail throughoutthe government entrusted to my administration. It is our common duty to reflect, that theapprenticeship system has been established as an intermediate state between slavery andfreedom, from which both the employer and the apprenticed labourer are expected to derivemuch useful knowledge, and to learn to accommodate themselves to the altered condition ofthe latter.
I sincerely desire to see established a good understanding between all parties interestedin the successful working of the Abolition Act; and I wish to convey to you, to employers,and to the labourers, my ideas of the duties and interests of all, as plainly as possible. Forthese reasons, and with the view of affording you some assistance in the execution of theduties of your office, I now address to you the following remarks. I rely on you to con-tribute, by an exact and vigilant discharge of your duties, to the same good object; andI hope you will lose no opportunity of allaying any apparent irritation which may be shownby employers, and of affording your friendly advice to the labourer in all cases in which hemay seek it.
id The Jaw has prescribed a certain portion of clothing for the apprenticed labourer.It would be a short-sighted policy to attempt to withhold a single article; it not only formspart of the pay of the labourer in his present condition, but the desire for decent clothinshould be encouraged; a want is created, which cannot, after the habit is established, beneglected; a spur to industry and an advance to civilization are the results. This pro-vision must be puuctually complied with.
2. For feeding the labourers the law lays down two modes, viz. by a ration of provisions,or by an allotment of land, with a certain portion of time. It is clearly to the interest ofthe proprietors to adopt the latter, and I conclude that all planters who are interested in thefuture welfare of this island, and who look forward beyond the period of the six yearapprenticeship, will not hesitate to use their earnest endeavours to attach them to the soil,and render them less desirous of roaming to other estates, when the apprenticeship is at anend, in search of employment or imaginary better treatment ; thus also contributing to theadvancement of their moral improvement. It will, however, be your duty to see that theallotment of the land, when made, is of good cultivatable quality, adapted for the growthof provisions for the apprenticed labourer; and, to facilitate this arrangement, I haveannexed (see Appendix A.) tables of commutation for the whole, or a part of the allow-ance.
3- The next point which it is of importance to fix, is the quantum of labour which thelabourer shall perform, and the planter receive: this must ever be a great subject of con-tention, and the settlement of it is therefore much to be desired. Although the quantumnecessary must occasionally fluctuate, depending as it does on the state of the weather, andthe nature of the soil, I think the attempt may be made satisfactorily to adjust the matter;and with this view a scale is now in preparation by three planters of skill and integrity,

(which scale will be published when completed) and which will, at least, be a basis whereonto form your judgment. This subject becomes of the utmost importance, as, from manyexisting circumstances, and particularly the desire the labourers will feel to work by task,when the system of apportioning land allotments becomes prevalent, it is likely to be thegenerally established mode of working; and I recommend you to promote it as much aspossible, when you are satisfied that it can be adopted with justice to the apprenticedabourer.
4- It will be proper that you should explain to the apprenticed labourers, that they canclaim nothing but what the law has given them; that the law has given them a great dealimcomparison with labourers in other parts of the world; it has given them ample food,Taiment, and a wholesome lodging, with every Saturday at their own disposal; but that forall besides, they are dependant on their employer’s favour and kindness.
5. Proprietors and employers should remember, that they also have much depending onthe exercise of good feeling and Christian conduct towards their dependants; that withoutit the system cannot work; that many actions of ill-nature, which, singly committed, maybe within the pale of the law, but when attended with cruelty and harshness in the mannerof performing them, may constitute misdemeanours, and as such, if represented to me, willbe prosecuted. I need hardly remind them, that the force of good laws must be weakened,when evasions or subterfuges successfully elude them.
166.—II. 6. 1 refer
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6. Irefer you to the rules and regulations established for your guidance by the law, and
to those forwarded to you already from time to time by myself; and I recommend you to
have them always hung up in your offices, and punctually observed. ;

7. On the questions ofjurisdiction arising out ofdifferences between apprenticed labourers

and their employers, where the lands of an estate are in several parishes, I have advised

with my Council, and have settled that the jurisdiction shall be with the justice of the
district in which the dwelling-house stands: and in case the house shall stand in two or

more parishes, it shall be optional to the party complaining to make his or her complaint
to the justice of either district.
8. the next point to which I wish to draw your attention, is the condition of tradesmen

attached to estates: as doubts have been expressed, whether persons of this class are to be
considered as predials and continue in their servitude till August 1840; and whether they
can be compelled to perform field labour, at the bidding of their employers. With reference
to the first doubt suggested, I have to instruct you that it appears to me to be very clear,

by the constructions put upon clause the 4th of the British Act for the Abolition of Slavery,

and which clause now forms part of the Island code for the same purpose, that tradesmen

attached to estates are included in the predial class; and consequently that the period of

their servitude continues to August 1840. The remaining doubt in reference to this class,

has already been, as I hoped, disposed of by the opinion of the Attorney-general, pub-

lished by my order in August 1834, and by which you will be pleased to govern yourselves:

it must however be evident to the employer, that in the exercise of his discretion as to

employment, he ought to use his authority so as not to occasion to the predial apprentice
any additional hardship in his service ; and that if the employment of a preedial has been for
12 calendar months before the 28th August 1833, such as to accustom him to one species

of work, that is, a trade only, without his ever having been called upon to perform, within

that period, any labour in agriculture, he must be considered as having no authority to call-
upon him to serve in a new capacity; and you will take care that in no case the change in
employment is made as a measure of punishment. In all cases where former occupation is
the question, you will fix upon the employer the duty of proving the employment.

g. An opinion has beenheld that a master cannot employ a predial in a duty properly
non-predial, such as calling ona field man to tend horses, or a predial woman to tend
poultry, or to wash clothes during the 45 hours prescribed for work. My decision on this
point is, that tending horses or poultry is proper farm or predial labour; but the conver-
sion of a common labourer to a washerwoman, or butler, or coachman, or to an employment
to which he or she was never bred, and which requires skill, demands the consent of the
preedial; and in that case, if given, he or she shall be deemed to be a non-predial and be
registered by you as such, and have the benefit of early emancipation.

10. It appears to me that an opinion also prevails, that a complainant cannot be a wit-
ness in his own complaint. I feel it incumbent on me to state, for your information, that
the evidence of all such parties ought to be received; though it rests with you to decide
what weight you will give to such description of evidence. {n some cases, it must be the
only kind produced, and then you must be guided in you estimate of it, by a reference to
the character and habits of the party complaining.

11, An opinion has also been held, that a special justice should not attend to a complaint
from an employer against an apprenticed labour, for an offence committed on a Saturday,
or during other hours than the 45 hours prescribed for labour; under the idea, that the
apprenticed labourers are during those times free. You will, however, understand that such
a position is wholly untenable; that the hours between labour are the hours appointed
for their repose; and that the special justices are bound to attend to all complaints arising
between them and their employers.

12. ] have appended to this letter, for your information {and guidance, an opinion of the
Attorney-General on two points, which I have been led to believe have been much can-
vassed before you, and no uniform decision come to, namely, first, whether a preedial ap-
prenticed labourer is bound to work at the bidding of his employer upon land, either
rented or purchased subsequently to the ist August 1834: and secondly, whether such
labourer is bound to assist in reaping the canes, or manufacturing the sugar, for a neigh-
bouring planter, having no means ofhis own of taking off his crop; and the doubts on
these points will, I trust, cease. (See Appendix B.)

13. .1 find that my official communications to you through the public papers do not re-
ceive from you the prompt attention necessary to give them, as intended, immediate effect.
You must be aware of the labour and difficulty of corresponding with you so readily as I -
could wish, in writing; and I therefore adopt the public newspapersof the Colony, as the
readiest channel of communication; especially, as both yourselves and the public have, b
this mode, the opportunity of ascertaining my opinion and instructions on points in whic
all are alike interested; and I therefore notify, that all communications addressed to you
by me, and purporting to be signed by me or my private Secretary, and published in
the public pape.s, are to be considered by you as official communications, and are to be
acted upon by you as such accordingly.

I have, &c.
Lionel Smith.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 19

Appendix A.
 

PROVISION BY LAW. COMMUTATION.

 

3olbs. of roots per week, or 10 pints of
corn to all above 10 years of age; to all un-
-der 10 years, half that quantity.

Fish.

2 lbs. per week, or one quintal a year.

Clothing.
1 jacket and penistone.
2 shirts or shifts.
2 petticoats or 2 pair of trowsers.
1 cap or handkerchief.
6 skeins of thread.

1 blanket once in two years.  

To all above 16 years of age, half an acre
of land fit for raising provisions; to all
under 16 years of age a quarter of an acre,
to commence first week in April.

For 3 months, 6s. 3d.
For 1 year, 12. 5s.
Time for one year, .17 days.*
In time, 10 days.*

In money, for each full grown man or
woman, 2 dollars 8 bits; for a second size
man or woman, 2 dollars; from 16 to 10
years of age, 17} bits; from 10 years down-
wards, 15 bits.

In money, 1 dollar.

 

Appendix B.
Sir, Barbadoes, 13 October 1835.

AcreeaBLy to your directions, I have had under consideration two questions proposed
by your Excellency, namely, whether a predial apprenticed labourer is boundto work at the
bidding of his em
August 1834; an

off his crop.

loyer, upon land either rented or purchased subsequently to the 1st
whether such labourer is bound to assist inreaping the canes or

manufacturing the sugar of aneighbouring planter, having no means of is own oftaking

In reference to the first question, 1 am of opinion, that the proprietor has no authority to
command the performance ofany such labour from his apprenticed labourers, and when it is
required it must be the subject of a voluntary contract between the parties.

n answer to the second question, I beg to state to your Excellency, that the obligation
of the preedial labourer to perform the description of work stated, mustaltogether depend

BARBADOES.

upon what has been done in such cases by the estates previous to the 1st August 1834.
e fifth clause of the amended act for the Abolition of Slavery subjects the predial

apprentice to perform labour in the service of his employer only upon, or in or about the
works and business of the estate to which he was atuached, or on which he was employed,
on or previously to the period abovementioned.

J understand it has been customary with many proprietors, either for profit or from
feeling of kindness, to assist their neighbours, by affording them the assistance stated, and
that this custom has prevailed on many estates at and previous to that period. It would
therefore be a great hardship to interrupt this system, and I am not disposed to think that
any such interruption was contemplated by the law.
am therefore of opinion that, if anterior to the 1st August 1834, it was customary to

employ the labourers of au estate in rendering these services, they become a part of the
business of the estate, and that the labourers are bound to give their services for such pur-
poses at the bidding of their masters.

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Governor-General. H. E. Sharpe.

 

To the Specran Justices of the Pracz.

Gentlemen, Government-House, Barbadoes, 2 November 1835.
Witu reference to my published letter to you on the 14th ultimo, on the various topics

connected with the administration of the laws for the government of apprenticed labourers,
I have nowthe honour to subjoin the scale of labour therein referred to.

2. You will be furnished with printed copies of this scale; and I have to desire that it
may be instantly hung up in your respective offices for public information. You will also
have the goodness to distribute copies to the several estates in your district, with a request
to the proprietors or managers that they may be placed in some situation in the buildings of
the estate where they may be easily referred to by the apprenticed labourers. A

3. As
 

* J.B. This is computed at the present daily price of labour, for a healthy adult, viz. a quarter of
a dollar; and is of course subject to proportionate alteration in the case of young, infirm, or pregnant;or 1n the event of labour rising above or falling below that standard.

166.—II.
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3. As there are few or no estates where there are not some among the negro population

who can read, I am in hopes that this measure may prevent many complaints arising from

misunderstanding or ignorance being brought before you.
I am, &e.

Lionel Smith.

 

A Scare of Worx to be performed by effective Apprenticed Labourers in the Island of
Barbadoes, drawn up by the undersigned, appointed a Committee for that purpose by
his Exellency the Governor-General, and subsequently approved by His Majesty’s.

Council.

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK.
Quantity of Work to be Performed by one or more
Apprenticed Labourers in one Day, or nine Hours.

 

1. Digging cane holes; land lined four
feet square, but only 20 inches square dug
out, and 10 inches deep, in flat land which
has been under the common cultivation of
the estate, not hard untilled pasturage.

2. Ditto, in land lined four feet square on|
the cliff and other seasonable parts of the
country, three feet by two anda half, dug
out, and six inches deep.

3. Ditto, in second crop land, where the
stumps have be previously taken out.

4. Digging plant holes.

5- Digging holes for potatoes and pre-
paring the land to plant slips.

6. Digging up cane stumps.

4. Digging up Guinea corn stumps.
8. Digging Indian or Guinea corn hs

on the squares of cane holes.
g. Digging Indian or Guinea corn holes

in second crop land, when the cane stumps
have not been dug up.

10. Digging yamholes on the squares of
a field holed for canes.

11. Digging yam holes in second crop
land, where the cane stumps have not been
dug up.

12. Digging Guinea corn holes for plant-
ing seed in land not under high cultivation.

13. Number of labourers to prepare an
acre of- land for planting Guinea corn
suckers, being a little deeper than the
former.

14. Number of labourers to draw suckers
and plant an acre in one day.

15. Number of labourers to plant an acre
of land in seed corn.

16. Number of labourers to shape an acre
in four feet squares, and to dig corn holes
on each square.

17. Number of labourers to weed an acre
of land for Guinea corn, not under high cul-
tivation previously to its being holed.

18. Number of cane holes that can be
weeded and cleaned out to a proper depth
for planting in land which had been pre-
viously holed and kept in good order.

19. Number of cane plants which can be
cut and brought out of the field by one
labourer per day.   

One hundred and fifty in stiffest soils,
two hundred as an average for each labourer,
but, under favourable circumstances, two
hundred and fifty in light soil.

In stiffest soils one hundred and fifty as
an average foreach labourer, and two hun-
dred under fayourable circumstances.

Four hundred as an average for each
labourer on medium soil, and three hundred
on stiffest soil.

In medium soil one thousand as an ave-
rage for each labourer.
if holed and cross holed, two hundred

each labourer ; if old hole be partially cleaned
out, and small chops made in the bank, one
thousand each.

Seven hundred and fifty to each labourer
when roots are dry; five hundred when
green.
Two thousand to each labourer.
One acre to each labourer.

Two thousand to each labourer.

Four hundred to each labourer, if 12.
inches square, or five hundred if ordinary
size.
Three hundred and sixty to each labourer,

if 12 inches square.

Three labourers per acre to hole in one
day.

Five.

Eight.

One, but when the land is holed very close,.
three labourers to two acres.

Nine.

Five per acre, where the land is not very
grassy ; but in some cases where the land
has been allowed to get very foul, nine days
to the acre.

Eight hundred to each labourer.

Two thousand five hundred.
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DESCRIPTION OF WORK,

 

20. Number of holes of canes which can
be planted with drills by one labourer per
day, one plant in each hole of four feet
square.

21. Number of holes of canes which can
be planted with hoes by a labourer per day,
two plants in each hole of four feet square.

22. Number of labourers to weed an
acre of young canes or potatoes in one day,
landnot being very grassy.

23.. Number of labourers to hill-up or bed
yam holes and draw the rotten trash in the
holes.

24. Number of labourers who can cover
an acre of young canes with trash, where the
trash has been placed conveniently around
the field.

25. Number of labourers to tie.and stock
up trash from an acre of canes which have
made about two hogsheads sugar per acre,
the stocks being placed at convenient dis-
tances.

26. Number of cart loads of mould which
can be dug and thrown into carts to contain
6o baskets each, by a labourer per day.

27. Number of labourers to mould a pen
40 feet square, six inches thick, the mould
being close to the pen.

28. Number of baskets of manure to be
carried out by one labourer per day, at a
convenient distance from the heap which
has been previously turned.

29. Number of cart-loads ofmanure which
can be sent out by one cart in a day, at a
distance of half a mile, and what number
of persons are sufficient to load it.

go. Number of labourers required to take
up and distribute manure to an acre of land,
one basket to each hole of four feet square,
the manure being dropped at a convenient
distance.

31. Number of loads of bushes which can
be-cut andcarried out to carts at 50 yards*
distance, by a labourer, per day, the load to
weigh 600 pounds.

32. Number of pounds.of potatoes which
can be dug or grabbled per day by a la-
bourer, the return of potatoes being good
and regular,

33. Number of bushels of Guinea. corn
which cau be weighed, threshed and win-
nowed by a labourer per day.

34- Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be weighed, threshed and win-
nowed by a labourer per day.

35- Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be husked in a day by a la-
bourer,

36. Number of bushels of Guinea corn
which can be reaped and brought out of the
field by a labourer per day.

37- Number of bushels of Indian corn
which can be reaped by a labourer per day,
half husked.

38. Number of labourers which can cut
canes and load carts to make four hogsheads
of sugar per day, supposing the canes to make
two hogsheads per acre.

39- Number of labourers employed with
carts to attend the mill with canes, and to
bring fuel to make four hogsheads,

166.—IT.  

Quantity of Work to be performed by one or more
Apprenticed Labourers in one Day, or Nine Hours,

 

Half an acre to each labourer, the same
person taking the plants from the side of the

elds.

An equal quantity as above, less labour
being required to plant with hoes than with
drills.

Three.

Six per acre,

Four; giving a bundle to four holes.

Six.

Six, if carts can be drawn up close to the
mould pit.

Six,

Two hundred and thirty.

Fifteen loads,-and three persons to load
it.

Ten.

One from gullies, one and a half if on
level land.

One thousand.

Eight.

Twelve.

Fifteen.

Ten.

Twelve.

Twenty-four in parts of the country where
the cane juice is rich, and thirty where it is
rank and green.

Four to bring canes, if the distance be
not more than half a mile, and one to bring
fuel for the racking copper, being one to
each cart; three yoke of cattle to each cart,
on good roads.

BARBADOES.
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Quantity of Work to be Performed by one or more

DESCRIPTION OF WORK. Apprenticed Labourers in One Day, or Nine. Hours,

i irty-three, employed as follows: seven
o. Number of labourers required about Thirty , , .

the works to make a day’s work of four| to carry caneswhere thereis no gangway ;

hogsheads of sugar. five to catry away the trash ; on P

the mill-bed clean; two boatswains, but if

under four hogsheads made, one will be
sufficient; one to pack trash; eight boilers;

four stokers; five fuel-tenders, for a double

furnace, when the fuel is not very distant
from the copper holes; or a proportionate

number where young people are employed: 
 

Total, 33.

William Sharp.
Thomas G. King.
Thomas Marshall.

_— No. 297. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street, 22 January 1836.

Sir,
I wave received your despatch, dated the 8th of December, inclosing a copy of

circular instructions, which you addressed to the special magistrates of Barbadoes
on the 14th of October and the 2d of November last, for their guidance in the
execution of the duties of their office.

I have read those instructions with much interest. They are characterized by
perspicuity of language (a very important ‘object on all occasions of this kind),
and, as far as I can judge, by foresight and sound discretion. The remarks con-
tained in the paragraph No. 1, on the necessity of exact attention to the rules for
the delivery of clothing, and on the mora] effect to be anticipated from their
observance, have my entire assent. I am the more impressed by them because
they so strongly corroborate the opinions expressed by my predecessors, in the
protracted discussion now so happily closed between this department and yourself
on the one hand, and the Colonial Assembly on the other.
Your circular letters unavoidably embrace a field of inquiry so extensive, and

comprise general principles of so wide a range, that if it were necessary for me to
express a positive opinion upon every part of them, I might, perhaps, be com-
pelled to pause ; but I do not conceive this necessity is really imposed upon me.
It is sufficient to say thatI have not detected any error of law, or any departure
from good policy in any part of these instructions. If any such mistake should
hereafter be brought to light, you will, I am confident, promptly supply the
requisite correction.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Glenelg.

 

—No. 228. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Government-house, 30 December 1835.

I nave the honour fo transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,
the transcripts of the following Acts, which have been passed by the Legislature of
this island, and are respectively intituled

‘‘ An Act to amend an Act, intituled An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, &c.
“* An Act for the better regulating the Common Goal of this Island,
‘“* An Act the better to regulate the Sale of Goods, Wares and Merchandizes,

by Itinerant Vendors, &c.
“ An Act for the establishment of Rules and Regulations for the Government

of the Rural Police.”
All which Acts have been considered by the Attorney-general, who has not

reported any objections against them.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 23

— No. 229. —
Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,

dated Downing-street, 6th April 1836.
The Act for regulating the Sale of Goods, &c. by itinerant vendors, confines the

business of a hawker and pedlar, or petty chapman, to free persons; that is, to
those who are not apprenticed labourers. The Attorney-general objects to this
exclusion of the apprentices from this calling, as at variance with the great princi-
ple of Negro equality now established by the Slavery Abolition Act. My opinion
on this subject is as follows.

First.—The use of the word “ free ” to characterize one class of society, in con-
tradistinction to the rest, is one of those errors in style which should be studiously
avoided, as tending to give countenance to a much more important error in prin-
ciple.

Secondly.—I conceive that the trade of an itinerant vendor of goods is inter-
dicted to the apprenticed labourers by the nature of their condition in society,
unless when the employer of a non-predial apprentice may be willing that he
should assume it. In such a case I do not perceive why the law should raise an
obstacle. But I presume that no such case has occurred, or is to be anticipated.

Thirdly.—The term “ petty chapman” being included in the enumeration of
employments forbidden to apprenticed labourers is objectionable, because it does
not bear of necessity, and was clearly not intended to bear a sense corresponding
with that of the word “ pediar.” A man may be a petty chapman without ever
quitting his shop or stall; and I know of no good reason why such an employment
should be forbidden to an apprenticed labourer.

Concurring in opinion with the Attorney-general of Barbadoes that it is highly
important to maintain ‘unimpaired the principle which forbids any discrimination
between the apprenticed labourers and other members of society, not properly in-
volved in, or necessarily deducible from, the relation in which they stand to their
employers, I have to desire that you will invite the local Legislature to amend this
Act in the particulars which I have noticed, and until the result of that recom-
mentation shall be known, His Majesty’s decision respecting it will be sus-
pended.
 

TABLE (B.)

No. 229.
Printed in the
Appendix, No, 102.

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Returns of Powisumznrs received by the Governor of Barbadocs, from the Srxctal Maorstmatzs,
from ist August 1835 to 31st May 1836.

 

 

 

  

brotal Number __ | Total Namber The Ave- |The Mazi- |
otal Number] of Punish-| Proportion | eta fn Mert beret |orSeneiay The Maxinvom
leApprenticesMiesinflicted per Cent. Number Stripes in-| Stripes in-|any one case|of Severity in any

Colony.| Date, bea er er ‘0! ofPanishments By {Other- of flicted in| flicted in jof Punishment other mode of
throughout thorityof Spe- T| wise Females|, cas Of [any onecase| by Confine-
the Island, |,cia!theeach to [Whip- {thanby Panishment| ofPunish-| ~ ment. Punishment.

| Apprentices.| ,; Whi unished, by tent b
out the same,| “PP Ping:| ping.| Whipping.|Whipping.

fe 018 68,760 3 2 420 408 16 go - +2 months} -- 1 month's im.
snes ‘ * ¢ a a imprisonment}Prizonment, with

with hard la- labour, and
Se bour. 20stripes. » te

- 68, 6 1 1 8 ? 2 2 months -| --2 monthspte 760 787 jnearly 3| 345} 339 4k 5 prisoument and £0

stripes.
Oct. - 68,760 972 agnearly | 347] 449! 375 15% 39 S months -|--6 months end

nearly $9 stripes, for an
uolawful combina-
tion, trespass, &c,

Nov, = 68,760 848 1 }nearly 106} 363! $79 104 30 S months -}--amonth and
20 stripes.

: Dec. = 68, 1 2 11a] 623 666 % da ~| --go stripes and
g 87 7599 a 7 ° meeys 3 weeks’vonfines
° ment, with hard
a labour,
9 Jan.18 68,792 1,g12 @ nearly 78] 587| 647 uw 95 Gweeks - a6weeks on the

mill, :
Bl eb. -!| 68,704 4,052 ne 42! 490 | 522 10} 95 qadays - aemonths on

Mar. - 68,792 1,238 1 21 683 15 a --62 da 27 days’ extra
79 “3 ; om 5 | with” hard” | labour, 2

labour and
Aprit~ | 6 86 tread-mill, a a
pril= 68,7 1 461 4 13 2 --1mon - +21dayson the

am 7 } % about 5 iat worka tread-mill and 15
the tread- | stripes.
mill.

May - 68,930 778 is ut 372 395 18 go --60 days’| --1 month on
imprison- tread-mill,
ment, and
hard Jabour

L on tread-mill,             



BRITISH
GUIANA.

No. 230.

24 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

BRITISH GUIANA.

 

—No, 230. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., K. C. B., to

Lord Glenelg, dated Camp House, Demerara, 20th June 1835.

“Tr is gratifying to contrast the present state of the proceedings complained of

with the half-yearly reports of the slave protector, when the lash was in the hands

of the managers and proprietors. On the estate of ‘ La Penitence,’ belonging to

Mr. Albuoy, out of 315 slaves, 148 appear to have been flogged in six months ;

and on the estate of ‘La Repentir,’ rented by the same gentleman, out of 129 slaves,

74 were flogged in the same half-year. We have thus 222 floggings inflicted in

six months by the manager of 444 slaves; a calculation which afforded one flog-

ing per annum for every slave on those estates. It is clear, that if the slaves

deserved this dreadful amount of punishment, they must have been a very bad

and worthless set. If they did not merit such treatment, the system under which

they were managed cannot be deemed otherwise than to have been most cruel

‘and oppressive. In consequence of a representation having been made to meof

the negligence and insubordination prevailing’ upon this estate, I went out there

myself on the 15th February, accompanied by the stipendiary magistrate,George

Ross, Esq: The complaint of the labourers was, that the period of the seven

and a half hours of labour (which they were to afford to the estate) was so divided

by the manager, as, purposely, to leave them no time to themselves. ‘They were

sulky and sour in consequence of this treatment, and did very little work in

comparison to what they could have done had they met with different treatment,

and been consequently in better humour. I endeavoured to prevail upon the

proprietor and upon the manager to alter this system. In the third paragraph of

my despatch, so far back as on the 18th September 1834, I had already drawn

the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the subject of the division of the

hours of labour of the apprentices, and suggested what appeared to mea plain

and simple remedy. If this part of the code for the government of the appren-

ticed labourer has been allowed to remain in a doubtful or in an objectionable

state, it is not owing to any neglect on my part. The hours of labour upon the

estate of ‘La Penitence’ were not altered as 1 recommended. The dissatisfaction of

the negroes became greater, and their work was, in consequence, more and more

neglected. The proprietor, Mr. Albuoy, called upon the sheriff for the town

police, and a number of armed men were most incautiously ordered out to the

estate by Mr. Bagot, the sheriff. Their very appearance created alarm and confu-

sion, and the negroes hid themselves in the sugar canes. Four unfortunate

labourers were, however, caught and flogged severely by order of a court assem-

bled on the estate on the spur of the moment. It was then proposed to call out

the militia to dislodge the frightened and unarmed labourers (females as well as

males), and a requisition was prepared and signed accordingly. As soon as

I was made acquainted with these rash and injudicious proceedings, I ordered the

-armed police to be withdrawn, and the militia not to turn out. I visited the

estate myself, and in a few days after I placed it under the charge and superin-

tendence of a most active and energetic, but at the same time humane and good-

tempered special magistrate, George Killock, Esq. This gentleman quickly

restored order by his firm and impartial conduct. The labourers perform their

work on the estate with good humour and alacrity; they are not harassed by

having their time divided, but the quantum of labour expected from them being
measured,
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measured, they perform it at their own convenience. In general they leave the
field before three o’clock in the afternoon. There is at this moment not an estate
better cultivated, or on which the labourers behave themselves better, throughout
the whole of British Guiana, than the estate of ‘La Penitence,’ an estate on
which, previous to the abolition of slavery, 148 slaves were flogged in six months
out of 315. Punishment is now all but unknown on the estate!!!”

* * * * * *

“‘ My anxiety to place my conduct in the administration of this government in
its proper point of view, and to show the happy effects which have attended my
measures, induce me to refer with pleasure and with confidence to the contented,tranquil, and flourishing state of this province. The steam engines on everyestate and all over the colony are at work from morning to dark; and where thelabourers are kindly treated and paid reasonably, much later. The river is full ofships. There never was more bustle and activity on the wharfs than at present.Along the coast are to be seen daily hundreds of schooners, sloops, droghers andpunts, conveying the sugar, coffee and other produce from the estates, for thepurpose of being shipped for Europe. It is impossible to witness a more cheerfulor a more animating scene than may every day be beheld from the top of the light-house, or any other high building in the neighbourhood of George-town. Let itbe remembered that all the colonial craft to which I have alluded are exclusivelymanned by apprenticed labourers. Let it be kept in view that not more than one,two, three or four white men are to be found on the estates (according to theirsize) and in charge of the steam-engines I have described as so constantly atwork. A stranger might very well ask, how is all this accomplished? What isthe strength of the armed police by means of which all this order and regularityis maintaned? We have 24 policemen in George-town, and six at New Amster-dam; these men are the only hired policemen in the province, and their servicesare confined to the town, being watchmen by night as well as policemen by day.Can any other part of His Majesty’s dominions be quoted as being more tranquil,more orderly or more industrious? The apprenticed labourers themselves furnishconstables (when required) in the country districts, and they do this duty without payor emolument of any kind. The constables are unarmed and are merely providedwith a constable’s staff. The policemen have swords, but it is my intention ina short time to exchange these weapons for some other insignia of olfice, so as totake away every appearance of coercion. I wish the law to triumph and itsbehests to be obeyed, from an innate conviction of their propriety, and with aslittle support as may be from physical force. The negro never complains if he isonce convinced that he is dealt with according to law.
“I might here allude to the additional chapels and to the various schools which

have been constructed under my patronage and encouragement,- and towardswhich I have largely contributed. It is to the diffusion of religious and moral
instruction, to the information to be communicated, and not to the terror to beinspired, that we are to look for the permanent peace, happiness and prosperity ofthis magnificent province of the British Empire.”

 

— No. 281, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 July 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty inCouncil, dated the 24th ultimo, for amending so much of the British Guiana 4Ordinance of the 8th March 1834, for the Government and Regulation ofApprenticed Labourers, and of the Order in Council of the 5th June 1834, foramending the same, as provides that the colony shall be divided into 12 districts,andthat the special justices shall be appointed in the proportion of not less thanthree for each of these districts.
166.—II.

His
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His Majesty has been advised to pass this order with a view to your being
enabled legally to carry into effect the instructions contained in my circular
despatch of the 15th ultimo, for revoking all special commissions which may have
been granted to individuals who may have an interest in apprenticed labour.

I have, &c.,
(signed) Glenelg.

To Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart, x.c.s.
&e. &c. &e.

 

—No. 232. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 22 July 1835.

Wiru reference to the eighth paragraph of my despatch of the 6th instant,

Ihave now the honour to lay before your Lordship the reports from my 15

stipendiary justices of the peace for the month of June; as also the reports from

the high sheriff for the same period. I trust that your Lordship will approve of

the questions I propose to the justices, and of the form I have adopted for the

purpose of bringing the whole of the reports into one point of view. If it meets

with your Lordship’s approbation, I intend to do myself the honour of transmitting

similar documents monthly.
I have, &c.,

(signed). J. Carmichael Smyth.
To the Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg.
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EPITOME of the Monrnty Reports from the Firtzen Srivenpiary Specian Justices in British Guiana,
for the Month of June 1835.

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Division.

Captain B. Bond, R.N.
Western Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.
 

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

Not generally. I have
visited the hospitals on the
following estates; viz.‘ Spring-
hall,’ ‘ Belmont,’ ‘ Good Hope,’
‘ Helena,’ ‘ Verdriegen,’ * La
bonne Mere,’ ¢ Strathauen,’
* Melville,’ ‘ Cane Grove.’
The patients in all are allowed
whatever the doctors order.

Yes, in general. I have
visited fourteen estates during
the month (names noted in
the Report), and I also in-
spected the hospitals, and as-
certained that the patients
were well and kindly treated.

Yes.
during the month (names
given); conversed with the

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will?

The work is performed, but
generally not with good will,

The work has been per-
formed throughout, but as
many cases of evading the
performance of labour, upon
various frivolous pretences,
have been brought under my
notice, I am of opinion that
the work has not been done
with good will.

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
‘the causes which may have
Jed to such conduct.

‘The work has been per-
formed on all the estates in
the district.

The unwillingness to labour
has appeared openly upon
plantation ‘La bonne Mere,’
G. C. Bell and J. Jackson,
attornies ; R.M. Sutherland,
manager ;—‘ Spring Hall,’
J. Jones,attorney 3 R. Trot-
man, manager; — ‘ Clon-
brook,’ Messrs. Rogers, pro-
prietors; William Shand,
manager. ‘La bonne Mere’
and ‘ Spring Hall’ are now
under the charge of Captain
Bond, R.N.

apprentices; they appear
happy and contented.

‘Yes.

None.

 

4. Is task-work generally
Tesorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the Jabourers
prefer working the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law?

As many labourers perform
task-work as take the seven
and a half hours daily work.

Task-work is invariably re-
sorted to, but as it is not
compulsory, (except on plan-
tation ‘Grove,’ where a con-
tract has been entered into,)
the apprenticed labourers
sometimes prefer to work the
seven and a halfhours.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
in your district 2 Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay-by for two or
three hours in the middle of
the day, and then tocomplete
their seven and a half in the
afternoon, (by which division
of their labour theyhavelittle
or no time to themselves) ?—
if yes, have the goodness to
name the estates, proprietors
or attornies,and themanagers.

166,—I1,  The general working hours
begin at seven, A.M., working
the seven and a half hours
off, or comingin at eleven,a.M.,

- just as they please.

When task-work is not
chosen by the apprenticed
labourers, the hours are from
seven to eleven, A.m., and one
to half-past four, p.u. This
is the case upon every estate

jexcept the ‘ Hope,’ the ‘ Grove,’
* Farm’and ‘ Fellowship.’ Up-
on the two last-named estates
the weekly labour is per-
formed in five days, and upon
the ‘ Grove’ an agreement has
been entered into to perform
task-work.   The labourers commence

work at seven o’clock, and go
on until they finish, sometimes
twelve, one, two, three o’clock,
according to the weather.
On no estate are they com-
pelled to lay-by in the middle
of the day.

Visited eleven estates

—_
—
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Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R.N.

Ur per River.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain J. A. Allen,
 

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

1.

With a few exceptions of
bad subjects, who are re-
peatedly returned to this of-
fice for correction, and who

certainly do not amount to

one-twentieth of the appren-
ticed labourers of this town ;
the remainder may be safely
presumed to be civil, con-
tented and cheerful.

Yes, generally ; some few
exceptions amongst the idle

and indolent. During this

month I have visited and in-
spected the hospitals on the
estates of ‘ Houston,’ ‘ Ruim-

‘ veld,’ and ‘ La Penitence,’ and

conversed with some few la-
bourers on the subject oftheir
condition. Next month I
hope to be able to say more.

For the most part they are.
12 estates visited during the
month (names given). On
these estates, with two excep-
tions, the answers returned
by the labourers whom I
spoke with were favourable.

Ten estates were visited,
and their hospitals inspected
by me last month (names are
given in the Report). One
apprentice labourer only
made any complaint during
these visits.

 

An
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to
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2. With the above excep-
tions, they have.

Yes, generally. Some few
delinquents amongst the idle.

With a few exceptions, I
have observed no very strik-
ing symptoms of a contrary
spirit prevailing amongst the
apprenticed labourers in this
district.

Yes, with a few exceptions,

  

An
sw
er
s
to

Qu
es

ti
on
3

No estate in this division
of the district. At the end
of May, Mr. A. A. Frank,
the manager of plantation
‘ Vlisengen, did away with the
agreement under which the
labourers had worked so weil
since the 1st August. He
withdrew the payment for
Saturday's work, and reduced
the hours of labour to seven
and a half hours, requiring
further that whatever grass he
might want should be cut ‘by

| them within those hours, thus
depriving them of any oppor-
tunity of earning anything

i He has since been dismissed.
for themselves by extra labour.

Generally, no. Some few
females have been negligent
on the estates of * Ruimveld *
and ‘ La Penitence.’  On plantation ‘ Little Dia-

mond’ the symptoms of un-
willingness to do their work
have continued to manifest
themselves.

The work was not readily
or willingly performed during
the first half of last month on
plantation ‘ Malgré Tout,’ C,
P, Milne, proprietor; John
Green, manager. And for
a few days on plantation ‘ Vive
La Force,’ Thomas Blake, pro-
prietor; H. Van Bram, ms
nager.

 

An
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er
s

to
Qu
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ti
on

4. The apprenticed labour-
ers in this town consisting
almost entirely of either do-
mestics or tradesmen, the
former render their services
at whatever hours they may
be required, and the latter la-
bour as non-preedials for nine
hours per diem.

They work the seven and
a half hours per day as fixed
by law.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to, but the la-

ourers dislike written agree-
ments:

Task-work is generallyre-
sorted to. The labourers
would prefer working the
seven and a half hours, if
permitted to do so, without
an interval of rest.

 

An
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te
Qu
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§.

-
So far as this question

relates to the Town Division
it is answered in the reply to
the previous question. From seven, a.M. until half

past two, P.M. None lay-by
in the middle of the day.  

The working hours are ge-
nerally from seven to half-past
two at plantations ‘ Profit’ and
‘Garden of Eden.’ Intervals
are observed in the middle of
the day, that is to say, a bell
is rung for the labourers to
return home, but in many
cases I believe they prefer to
remain in the field all day.

 The working hours most
generally in use are from
seven to eleven, and from one
to half-past four o'clock; ot
from seven to eleven, at
from twelve to half-past three,
where task-work is not t|
sorted to.  
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

 

DISTRICT (H.)

Thomas Coleman, Esq.

 

 
The conduct of the appren-

ticed labourers has been most
satisfactory during the last
month.

Yes; I have visited 44 es-
tates and inspected the hos-
pitals, being the whole ofthe
estates in the district.

hospitals of 13. The sick, which
seem well attended to,

 
Taken collectively, they are

80, although nodoubt there
are discontented individuals
among them. I have visited
15 estates, and inspected the

are not numerous,
and the hospitals are in generalvery commodious; but I do not think sufficient at-

tention is paid to cleanliness, to which however thereare some exceptions. I have also conversed with
some of the labourers onthe estates,

Generally they are, but
| many idle apprentices are not.
I have visited 12 estates and
inspected the hospitals during
the month.

 

On the estates generally,
and I have had but few com.
plaints.

Yes. Generally speaking, they
have; but there have been
more complaints of neglect
than usual, which I think is
in some measure to be attri-
buted to the severity of the
weather, for which, however,
managers in general have
made some allowances.

They have generally, but
there have been many com- plaints of idleness.

 

The complaints during the
last month have been mostly
against the apprenticed la-
bourers of plantation ‘ Anna
Catherina,’ Mr. Manget, at-
torney ; Mr. Griffith, manager.

 

The work has not been un-
willingly, or not readily, per-
formed (generally speaking)
on any estate in this district.

 

Yes, partially, on almost all
the estates, particularly ‘La
Belle Alliance’ Attorney,
the Hon. Charles Bean; ma-
nager, F, G. Bayley.

  

 
_ Task-work; and I have no-
ticed the effective gang of
plantation « Hague’ (on which
I reside) finish the work of
30 roods, at drilling two feet
wide, one shovel deep, (as  Task-work in general, and

preferred by the labourers.

marked in the scale of task-work) and
return to the negro houses, some before
12, and all before half-past one o’clock.

 

 

The bell rings at seven, andthe labourers generally re.
main until their task is finish-
ed,

 166,—IL,

From about seven to one,
two, three, four, five and six,
according to the bargain
made. Upon no estate are
the labourers compelled to
lay-by at mid-day ; they work
as they choose.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred by
the labourers,

(c
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Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district,

 

The labourers generally go
to work at half-past six or
seven in the morning, and
finish at their option, usually
from twelve to two, according:
to the weather. There is no
estate in this district on which
they are compelled to lay-by
during the middle of the day Generally from seven, a.m. to

two, P.M. There are no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question
can_apply.  
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DISTRICT (K.)

Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

ce,

DISTRICT (M.)

J. 0. Lockhart Muir,Esq.

 

I consider they are, gene-
rally. I visited nine estates
during the month, and no
complaints were preferred.

On most ofthe estates they
are civil; but I cannot take
it upon myselfto saythat they
are either contented or cheer-

ul.

ne

Yes, I have visited fow
estates during the month; the
almost impassable state of the
roadsprevented me doingmore,
and I have no road to the two
estates above creek 68. Ihave
on every occasion, when oppor.
tunity offered, explained to the
negroes that I was always ready
to hear their complaints. As
none have come to me, I pr.
sume they are satisfied.

 

 
In most instances. No, they have not. Yes, with a few exceptions,
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DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.

f

. Generally, yes.

3
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a Generally, they have.
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No, except by a few idlers. On plantation ‘ Friends.’
James Forsyth, proprietor;

Generally, throughout the
district, the work bas not been

  

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

5.

L

( From 7, A.M. till their tasks
are finished; and it is left to
themselves whether they rest
or not during the middle of
the day.

 

John Forsyth, manager. so willingly or readily per-
formed.

8

3
B&%
3
e
Ss

5|
5

S
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+ f Task-work is adopted, and ‘The task system is adopted. Task-work in general; the | Task-work, as before explain.
“$| preferred by the labourers | In no instance do the la- | labourers prefer it. ed, is generally resorted to.
${ generally. bourers give preference to
& working 7 4 hours per day, as
3 é fixed by law. The Saturday
°° is given on several estates in
5 this district.
z
=
Xx

  From half-past six in the
morning tiil the day’s labour
is performed.  Task-work being generally

performed on the estates in
this district, the labourers-
mayrestwhenever theyplease,
or may finish off their tasks
without resting.  The same as in my pre

ceding reports.
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QUESTIONS.

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? Ifyes,
name the estates—the rate of
wages for extra work—and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made—and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable

es have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
on the part of the labourers,

DISTRICT(A)
 

Eastern Diviston.

Capt. Baring Bond, R.N.

WesTERN Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B,)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

Yes, several; ‘Spring Hall.’
For extra labour in the boil-
ing house 17. 10. each la-
bourer; head boilermen one
dollar for every 15 hogsheads
sugar.

The apprenticed labourers
employed in the manufacture
of sugar invariably perform
extra labour for hire, earning
six bitts (2s. 2d.) to two
guilders (about 3s.) a week,
which is paid on demand.
The field labourers do not

work beyond the time ap-
pointed by law; no offer to
so employ them was made.

  
On all the estates the ap-

prentice Jabourers perform
| extra labour for hire in the
manufacture of sugar. ‘I'wo
stivers (under 2d.) per hour.
On the plantations, five sti-
vers (about 43d.) for every
10 Ibs. of cotton picked over
40 lbs. Payments monthly.

 
 

 

4. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority, by force, in your dis-
trict? Ifthere have been any,
name the estates on which
such occurrences have taken
place.

None. One instance on plantation
‘Woodlands.’ No attempt

} has been made to resist au-
thority by force.

None.

 
8. In the event of any dis-

position having been mani-
fested by any of the labour-
ers to neglect their work, or
to behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
spiracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

A few idle fellows on ‘ La
bonne Mere.’

The disposition to neglect
their work has been so general
on plantation ‘La bonne
Mere,’ ‘ Spring Hall’ and
‘ Clonbrook,’ that I have at-
tributed it to combination.

It is only with respect to a
few idle apprentices that com-
plaints are made. On every
estate I find there are two or
three bad characters, and the
complaints are confined to
them.

  
9. Has the attendance of

the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict?

Yes; generally at the Me-
thodist chapel at the Ferry,
and the Presbyterian church
at Mahaica.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation ; that of their children
at school has been to the full
of the very limited means of
instruction open to them.

The attendance ofthe prae-
dial labourers at church has
been: very good; and their
children at school.

  
10. Have you, individually 8 individually. Individually and by the 1 individually.

 

a3 4 magistrate, and has the 3 by the court. court, 16, 4 by the court.court over which you preside, | —— _—
under the necessity of 10 §ordering punishment bywhip- | ===: =

Ping during the preceding
month ?and, if an answer
in the affirmative, state the
number of delinquents so pu-
nished, and the extent of
Punishment awarded in each
case,

11.Hasanyma ,over- | None. The manager ofplantation| None.
Seer,orother person in autho-
nty over the preedial labour-  ers been fined or otherwise punished by the court over
which you preside during the precedin
conduct towards any labourer or Isbourers ?

month, for mis-
Have

e been any instances of the labourers having been
detained at work beyond the legal hours ?—and, in such
case, has the 14. sterling per hour for each individual
labourer been levied ?

166.—II,  ‘Grove’ hus been fined 54
for maltreating an apprentice
labourer.    
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DISTRICT (D.)

Towy. River. Urrer River. Capt. J. 4. Allen.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. Capt. Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq.

  

An
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to
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on

6.

Not applicable to this di-
vision of the district.

No; excepting what is
usually paid at the period of
boiling sugar,

Extra work for hire con-
tinues to be occasionally per-

| formed on the estates men-
tioned in my former reports,
at the rate of 13 to 2 bitts
(about gd.) per day. Pay-
ment prompt.

rnin

Those Jabourers who are
employed about the buildings
perform extra labour for hire
on 16 sugar estates; somefey
estates pay for cutting
and a very fewfor extra labour
in the field at other times,
Engineers and head-people
about buildings are paid from
two to four guilders per week
(from 3 s. to 6 s.), others from
44d.togd. per day. Paid
weekly bytickets or ‘ goods”
afterwards exchanged for pa-

per money when of sufficient
amount.
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o
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on
7. No combined insubordina-

tion has come to my know-
ledge, nor anything like an
attempt to resist authority by
‘force in this town.

None. None. There have been no in. stances of insubordination,
except the disposition to work indolently (sce 3d Query),
and the disobedience of orders of a few people attached
to a wood-cutting establishment in the ‘Cassiaquia Creek,’
added to that of some pregnant women not working as
required. There has been no attempt to resist authority
by force.
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8.

No appearance of combi-
nation to resist or evade their
work on the part of the ap-
prenticed labourers has come
to my xnowledge; all the in-
stances ofmisconduct record-
ed in this office during the
month are isolated.

The instances are few, and
solely to be attributed to the
idle and disorderly.

On plantation ‘ Little Dia-
mond, the whole gang, with
few exceptions, has adopted
the same line ofconduct, and
seems to act in concert.

The misconduct of the la-.
bourers mentioned in No. 3,
was very general for a short
period; caused, in my opi-
nion, by a desire of being
paid for the quantity of work

demanded, from the state of the grass in a particular
field, by a disagreement as to how the labour of 7}
hours was to be performed, that fertile source of so
many complaints throughout the colony. In those
instances it wore the appearance of combination, in
other complaints were against idlers.
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9.  Not practicable to ascertain
with precision the regular at-  Yes,

tendance at church. The places of public worship are
well attended, particularly the dissenting ones. Fighty-
five infants attend the free school, principally children of apprenticed labourers. Ata
free school, master, Mr. Brandon, 100 children of apprenticed labourers attend. Mr.
Ketley, the minister of the Church Missionary Establishment, has of late considerably
increased his school, the number attending it is very considerable.

 The attendance at church
and school is good, but. the
new chapel is not yet finished.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church and of their
children at school has varied
very little since last report.
The attendance at church has
been nearly equal to the ac-
commodation, but not that
of the school.
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.

Individually and by the
‘court, 25.

Individually - - 27
By the court - - 4

31

Individually - -
By the court -

9individually.
24 by the court,  
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None.

 
None.

 
None. No person has been fined

or convicted during themonth
of June. | 
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Thomas Coleman, Esq.

 

Only about the buildings.
Engineers, boiler and fire-
men, who are paid weekly in
silver, Average rate, two
stivers per hour.

Upon every estate in this
district the people about the
buildings are paid, and upon
many the whole gang, and
upon others only the cane-
cutters are paid. . The wages
are from1 bitt to 2 4 guilders,
according to age, &c. &c.

Extra labour for hire is
still performed, though not
so much as it had been; the
weather may be assigned as
acause, The rate of wages
is from 1s. 6d. to 25. 2d.
per day, according to the
nature of the employment,
and they are paid monthly.

Yes, on almost all the estates
at the rate of from one to two
guildersper day’s work ; gene-
rally paid weekly,

 

None. There have been no in-
stances of insubordination,
except individual cases of
little importance; nor any
attempt whatever to resist
authority by force.

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination;
but no attempt to resist autho-
rity by force,

 

It is generally the same
idle and disorderly appren-
tices constantly complained
of; many of whom have
been five and six times be-
fore the court.

It is only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that complaints
have been made,

Except on plantation ‘ Au-
rora;’ only with respect to
the latter, but on that estate a
continuation to neglect their
work existed in the beginning
of the month; it was, how-
ever, solely confined to the
female labourers, and now
seems entirely subdued.

No; only with respect to
@ great many idle and disor-
derly apprentices that I have
had complaints made.

 

Yes, The attendance at church
and at school is on the in-
crease. The church accom-
modation in this district is
not sufficient;numbers can-
not obtain admittance to the
churches.

As usual, and to the full
extent.

Yes, when the weather per-
mitted.

 

Individually -
Bythecourt . .« 7

Individually - - 3
By the court = -

Individually + - g
By the court - +10

Individually and by the
court, 25.

  

None, 166.—I],  No. No instances of either have
occurred during the past
month.  No, none. '
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June 1835.

DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

M., J. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir,Esq,

  

 

Only on the sugar estates,
such as boilermen and fire-
men, the rate of wages varies;
payments generally made in
cash when required; offers of
hire are not general.

e
e
n

 

On all sugar estates the
persons employed about the
buildings. On most coffee
estates during the past month
50 men have been employed
at trench work on each Satur-
day, on the plantation ‘ Phili-
delphia,’ and received two
guilders on finishing the day’s task or labour.

Yes; the labourers hire
themselves on Saturdays,
either to the estates to which
they belong, or to some of
the neighbouring estates, for.
reasonable wages and.prompt
payment.

——

The same as in my lag
report.

 

An
sw
er
st
o
Qu
es
ti
on
.

Yes; the field labourers of
lantation ‘Cotton Tree’ be-
ved in ‘an insubordinate

manner, and resisted lawful
authority in not going to
their work onSaturday the
13th instant, and again on

( Saturday the goth.

None: No. None, during the last month.

 

|
A
n
s
w
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r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

8.

 

( Only with regard to the
latter, except in the combi-
nation of the ‘ Cotton Tree’

gang.

On plantation ‘ Friends,’ a
combinationwasinferred from
all doing the same quantity
of work.

There is (and has been for
some time past) a combina-
tion amongst the apprenticed
labourers, to reduce the rate
of labour as much as pos-
sible.

‘Tt is only with respect te
a few idle and disorderly ap
prentices that I have ha
complaints made during th
last month.

 

  

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
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.   

3 f
= Yes. It has to the full extent. (Not replied to.) 5,000 fuilders has beer

‘3
subscribed. by the proprietor

§
and residents of the district

oi
for the purchase of land, o

3
which to erect a church, ané

8
a residence for a clergyman.

2
Si

[ Individually - - 3 Individually and by the | Individually - - 1 Individually +8
g By the court + - g | Court, 12. Bythe court - - 19 By the court - -!

3
3
eo
&
:

=
x

{ No. None. No. No. 
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)
 

Easrern Division.

Capt. B. Bond, R.N.

Wesrern Division,

K, Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 
 

12, Have any complaints

heen preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respecting

their clothing, food, treatment,

or upon any subject ?, In the

event of any complaints having

been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters and caused justice to
berendered to the parties as far

as it was in your power? State
the number and the nature of
the complaints, which mayhave
been preferred to you in gene-
ral terms,

One against H. Chapman,
plantation ‘Grove,’ for kick-
ing a lad; referred to a dis-
trict court, which fined him
51.

Two complaints for mal-
treatment; one proved; and
the employer fined. The
other was not proved.

None.

 

13, Have any of the free
children upon anyof the estates
in your district been bound
apprentices during the last
month? If yes, name the es-
tates upon which such occur-
tences have taken place, and
state if the transactions were
with the free consent and ap-
probation of the parents of the
children.

None. None. None.

 

14. Howare the children fed
and taken care ofon the estates
in your district ?. Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and is an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them? or
are they fed out of the allow-

  On most estates the doctor
is allowed, and everything the
same as the rest. At ‘La
bonne Mere,’ fed by. their
mothers; the latter having
refused their being provided
for by the estates.

ance due to their parents? When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman specially appointed to
take care of their young children, and exempted from
all other duty? Are the children when unwell allowed
the advantage of the medical assistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery ? .

The children of plantation
‘Grove’ are not fed gratui-
tously; medical assistance is
not allowed them by the es-
tate. On every other estate
the children receive the same
treatment as when ina state
of slavery.

 

The children are generally
fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously. When
their mothers are at work in
the field, two women are ap-
pointed to take care ofthem,
and are exempted from all
other duty. The children,
when unwell, are allowed the
advantage of medical attend-|
ance.
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15, On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
blished ? Name the estates,
Proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There is a Metho-
dist school at Mahaica Ferry,
which the children of the
neighbouring estates attend.

The only schools in the dis-
trict are as follows : one at
Mahaica, in charge of the
Wesleyan missionary, and a
Sunday school at plantation
* Nabuclis.’

No increase ofschools since
my former report,

 
 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
Wish to convey to the lieute-
hant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
ee of the district under

superintenvate tenet ence? If yes,

166,—I],
 

There is a general feeling
to evade work, by pleading
sickness, whenever they can
do so with impunity. The
females are very insolent, and
appear to care little for the
punishment of extra labour.

(signed) J. B. Bond, S J.P.,
Chairman.  None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
Chairman.  The district .is tranquil;

peace and happiness prevails.

(signed) 4. M. Lyons,
8 Chairman  
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June 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
DISTRICT (D.)

Town. RIVER. Urrer River. Captain J. A. Allen.

W. J. Britiain, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq.

None. None. - One complaint has been Eight complaints have bee
preferred, for excluding a| preferred during the month

¢ husband from his wife while | they have been inquired int

= she was in the lying-in house. | and redressed as far as ws

= One for refusal of allowance, | practicable.

3 which has been disproved.

Ss One from a pregnant woman,

g otherwise in good health,

= claiming to be exempted en-

= tirely from field-work.

2
=

Ss

\

. Ne free children ofappren- None. None. None.

©| ticed labourers of this town
| have been bound apprentices

“$| during this month.

=
So

3
$

5
s

a)

|
An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

14
.

 

 

The magistrate has no
means of answering this ques-
tion, as far as it affects the
free children of apprenticed
labourers in this town gene-
rally, as far as his limited
means of information go; he
has generally found that opu-
lent employers support these
children, while poorer em-
ployers throw the burden of
supporting them on their
mothers.

 

An
sw
er
s
to

Q.
15
.

Fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and wo-
men specially appointed to
take care of the young chil-
dren, who, when unwell, are
freely admitted into the hos-
pital.

 

 
On plantation ‘ Prosperity,’

the children are still without
any extra allowance; and
the ‘Little Diamond’ has,
within the last three weeks,
been added to the list of ex-
ceptions under this head.
Medical attendance and
nurses continue to be pro-
vided everywhere.

 

The children are fed by:
additional allowance of
fish and plantains issued
the mothers. A woman
usually appointed to take cs
of them while their moth
are in the field ; and they:
reported to receive the bene
of medical attendance wh
sick.

 

Not applicable to this divi-
sion of the district. * Houstoun’ and ‘ Romi.’ There are schools at plan-

tation ‘ Perseverance’ and at
* Peter’s Hall,’ as mentioned
on former occasions.

Seven schools are ¢

blished, or instruction give
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.

Recommends the establish-
ment of some cheap mode for
the recovery of small debts.

(signed) IV. J. Brittain,
Acting Chairman.  The females on the estates

of ‘ Ruimveld’ and ‘La Peni-
tence,’ I think, may be said
to be getting more orderly;
yet their proximity to the
town may be supposed in a
great degree to influence
their idleness.

(signed) Thomas Delafons. Recommends better circu-
lation of air in the places of
confinement, and a more pro-
per ventilation of hospitals,
&e. &c,

(signed) George Ross. The treatment of the §
and management of the!
pitals, demands examinat

The occasional visits of 2!

dical gentleman (unconnet
with estates) accompan!

the chairman of the dist
would be desirable.

signed) J. A. Allen(signed) Chairs
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G,)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Thomas Coleman, Esq.

 

 

A complaint was made by

an apprenticed labourer of

plantation ‘ Best,’ that she

was sick, and her manager

refused to admit her into the
sick-house. I inquired into

her complaint on the estate,

and in the presence of the

medical attendant: it ap-

peared her complaint was

untrue.

No complaints of this na-
ture have been preferred.

No, none.

 

None.    None have been so bound, No, none.

  

On plantations ‘ Hague,’
‘Grenveld,’ and ‘ Met-en-
Meerzog,’ no food or doctor;
‘Anna Catharina,’ * Vrees-en-
Hoop,’ ‘ William’ and ¢ Best,’
no food, but doctor. On the
other estates no change has
taken place. All the estates
allow nurses while the mothers
are at work in the field.

The children are fed and
clothed, and treated in every
respect as formerly upon every
estate in this district, with
the exception of ‘ Vertrower’
and ‘ Bellefield,’ owned by
Mr. Bowell, and ‘ Success,’
owned by Mr. Jones, all
three estates upon the island
of Leguan.,

_ The children are fed and
taken care of in every re-
spect precisely in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery.

The same as before, and no
complaints.

 

Six schools in the district. * Waterloo,’ of which Mr.
M. Rae is attorney, and
* Marquillo,” owned by Mr.
Noble, have schools between
them. ‘There are two other
schools in the district.

On three. None.

 

Encloses a letter from a
medical attendant on the
Coast, relating to the neces-
sary medical attendance. Re-
ports the death of a child.

oceeding of an inquest now
before the high sheriff,

(signed) Spry Bartlet,
Chairman.

100Wty  The poorer classes in the
country are completely de-

| barred from obtaining justice
in cases of trespass on their
property, and compelling
payment ofmoney due. Hew
can a poor man enter an ac-
tion in the court of George-
town,

George Kellock,(signed)
6 Chairman.  Although complaints have

been more frequent than dur-
ing the preceding month, yet,
on the whole, the apprenticed
labourers of this district may
be considered as behaving
well, and taken collectively
as working assiduously. The
district continues perfectly
tranquil.

(signed) George Ball,
Chairman.  None.

(signed) Thos. Coleman,
Sen. S. J. { 
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June 1835.] _

DISTRICT (I). DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose, Esq. John Macleod, Esq. M. A. Stewart, Esq. J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

None. None. Four complaints were pre-| No.
ferred to me during the last
month by apprenticed la-

a bourers, but on a careful in-
- vestigation I found that they
8 were frivolous and vexatious.

3
ge
2

=
4

8
<x

o No. Not one. No. No.

3
3
3
ge

2
2

é
XS

 

Generally the same as pre-
vious to the 1st of August.

The children are fed and
taken care of in the same
manner as when they were in

On most of the estates of
the district the children un-
der six years of age have a

The same as in my pre
ceding reports.

  
+ a state of slavery. gratuitous allowance of food,
a also of medical assistance and
Ss hospital treatment.
8
&
2
o

:
=

% Schools are almost general On two, and a Sunday} On six estates, the eame as | The same as in my preced-
cy| on the estates among the la-| school on one. are named in my report for| ing reports.
g} bourers themselves, and on April.
«| several there are teachers en-
2 gaged, besides the schools at
=| the places of worship. .
s
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.

Remarks and proceedings
with respect to the labourers
on plantation ‘Cotton Tree,’
who neglected to work on
two Saturdays. Forgiveness
was offered on condition of
the lost time being made
good to the estate.

(signed) George Rose,
hairman, 

On the 26th instant, a dis-
trict session was held in the
Cauje district, when there
were only three cases for
trial. On the goth instant
another session was~ held,

| when only seven persons were
convicted; three were run-
aways.

(signed) John Macleod,
Chairman,   Nil.

(signed) M, A. Stewart,
Chairman.

Extracted from the original Reports by

 The labourers have lately
shown a disposition to abat-
don the irregularities which
formerly bound persons
different sexes as man ah
wife, and to contract regulat
marriages, &c. &c. &c.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart Mut
Chairman.

H.W. Ridley,
Captain, 86th Regiment, Private Secretary.
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Rerorts of theHigh Sheriff, Georgetown.

Weekly Police Returns.

39

BRITISH
GUIANA.

 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING 6th JUNE 1835.

Description of Force.

 

 

How Employed:

Superintending the establishment - -  -

On Duty by Day:

o{Attendinghigh-sherifis’‘office from 10 to 3
Attending the magistrates’office, ditto

Patroling the town -
Attending the gaol and treadmill - =

On Duty by Night:

Patroling the town - - -
On guardatgaol - - = -

Of Duty:

Disposable for extra daty when called for.
Sick - - = 25 2 © © ©
Absent with leave.
Under suspension for misconduct - - =

Toran — 2

 

Officer. Ist Class. | 2d Class.

1 —

- -1 38
- - . 2

- - 2 3

- ~ - ~ , 4

3 10
- - 1 4

- - - - 4

- -{[- - 2

1 1a 27   
 

Remarks.—Edward Hopkins, 2d Class, suspended; A. Hickey, ditto.

* These men are employed before and after office hours,in serving summonses for
parties and witnesses for the following day, or in executing warrants, &c.

 

Nominax Rerury of Prisoners arrested and brought before the High Sheriff during the Week.

 

 

NAME. oe Calling. of Aneat. Py eted:Ary ‘Charged. Charge. How disposed of.

1835:

Polly -| AL. June 1 | - - Constable| --- Constable| -- having stolen| - - eommitted
: Dist. (B.) Dist. (B.) propertyintheir|fortrial.

. possession,

Peggy -} A.L. _— - ditto - |- ditto - | - ditto e| ditto.

Quaco -/ A. L. _ - ditto - | - ditto - | + ditto - | dismissed.

T.Curray| discharged] — | Police =| Police -| = -foundlying| -- reprimand- .
soldier. ] drunk in "thethe|ed, and dis-

street. missed,    
166.—II,

  
Geo. Bagot, H. 8.
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—- No. 233. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, gth August 1835.

I Bx leave respectfully to lay before your Lordship a copy of the Royal Gazette

of this colony of yesterday, wherein your Lordship will observe the mode I have
adopted for the removal from the list of special justices of all gentlemen interested
in apprentice labour. ‘The two circulars which I have addressed to the stipendiary
justices will, I trust, also meet with your approbation.

‘ Your Lordship, of course, may expect numerous memorials and representations
from the inhabitants of this colony, complaining of the difficulty of enforcing the
performance of a due quantity of work by the apprenticed labourer, in consequence
of the diminished number ofspecial justices, and expressing dissatisfaction at the

want of confidence thus publicly manifested towards the proprietors of estates in
British Guiana, and which, it will be stated, cannot but have a bad effect upon

the mind of the labourer. I feel it my duty, however, to state to your Lordship,

that I am not, in the slightest degree, apprehensive that either the peace of the
country or the quantity of produce will be effected by the reduction of the number

of special justices; with so small a number as fifteen special justices we could not
have preserved order and subordination amongst so numerous and so extended
a population upon their first release from slavery. But the system of apprentice-
ship being now understood, and working as well as could be wished, every diffi-

‘culty thrown in the way of obtaining that by toercion which may be procured by
kindness and for payment, is a great step gained towards the future success of
free labour.
As all coercive measures will cease in 1840, the less they are now resorted to

the better. The delay which will attend the applications to a special justice will
make the planter or manager pause before he prefers a trivial complaint; and he
will necessarily be obliged to treat his labourers and their families with kindness,
and to consult their feelings, if he wishes his estate to be well cultivated. Without

the slightest reference to the question of whether the special justices interested in
apprentice labour, may or may not have acted impartially, I am quite satisfied that
the reduction of the number of special justices, and the consequent difficulty

which will attend taking the labourer before a special justice for every trifling

complaint, are points of no small advantage towards the present and the future
prosperity of this colony,

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 233.

GovernMEnT Norice.

Tue Lieutenant-Governor has directed that the following Despatch, dated ist July,

which his Excellency has had the honour to receive from the Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg,

as also the Order of His Majesty in Council, dated 24th June, alluded to in the said

Despatch, should be forthwith published in the Royal Gazette of this Colony for the

information and guidance of all concerned.

By order of his Excellency,
> A. EB. Young, Gov. See.

Guiana Public Buildings, Government
Secretary’s Office, 8th August 1835.

 

PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth,

~ Baronet, Companion of the Most Honourable the Military Order of the Bath, Knight

Commander of the Royal Order of Hanover, Knight of the Austrian Imperial Order of

Maria Theresa, Knight of the Russian Imperial Order of St. Waldir, Lieutenant-

Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of British Guiana, Vice-

Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. Kc.

British Guiana, (1. 8.) J. C. Smyth.

Wuereas I have received His Majesty’s instructions, communicated to me in_ the

following circular despatch from the Right Honourable the Lord Glenelg, dated 15th June

1835, directing me to revoke (within the shortest time which will admit of the arrangement®

necessary to be made for transferring their duties,) all commissions of special justices °
the
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the peace which may have been granted to colonists; and whereas it has been determined
by His Majesty’s Government that the number of special magistrates to be allowed in
each colony should be in the same proportion that the number of apprenticed labourers
in Jamaica bears to 56 (the number of special magistrates judged necessary for Jamaica);
and whereas the number of apprenticed labourers in Jamaica is computed to be about
four times the number of those residing in British Guiana, and that consequently one-fourth
of 56 or fourteen special magistrates may be expected to be the permanent establishment

_ for this colony; and whereas fifteen special stipendiary magistrates have already arrived
and been sworn into office; and consequently there is no reason for deiaying the execution
of the orders I have received in the expectation of the arrival of additional stipendiary
magistrates; I do hereby in obedience to the orders as aforesaid, and by virtue of the
authority vested in me by His Majesty, revoke, withdraw, and annul all commissions issued
as special magistrates in the colony of British Guiana to any and to all persons whosoever,
save only those issued to the following gentlemen, who have been appointed in obedience
to the orders received from the Right Honourable Secretary of State for the timebeing,
viz.

District. | Names of Special Magistrates. District. ‘Names of Special Magistrates.
Captain Baring Bond, R. N, (F) - George Kellock, Esq.

(A) - {K.Heyland, Haq. (G) - George Ball, Esq. 4
(B) - A.M. Lyons, Esq. (H) - Captain Thomas Coleman.

_ (W.J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.) (I) - George Ross Esq., (Acting.)
(C) - jee Delafons, R. N. (K) - John Macleod, Esq.

George Ross, Esq. (L) - M.D. Stewart, Eaq.
(D) - Captain J. A. Allen. (M) - J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.
(E) - Spry Bartlet, Esq.

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the Guiana Public Buildings in Georgeto wn,
this 8th day of August 1835, and in the sixth year of His Majesty's reign,

Gop save THE King!

By His Excellency’s coinmand,
ALE. FY, Young, Gov. Sec.

 

(Crecuiar No. 1.)

Sir, . _Camp-house, Demerara, 8th August 1835.
You will observe by the Proclamation of this day, that the whole of the colonial gen-

tlemen, are (by His Majesty's orders) withdrawn from the situation of Special justices of
the peace in this colony. The circular letter of the 15th June from the Kight Honourable
the Lord Glenelg, published also in the Gazette, will make you fully acquainted with the
-motives which have induced His Majesty’s Government to adopt this measure.

2. In consequence of the loss of so many active and valuable assistants, your duties
will unquestionably become more numerous and more harassing. These difficultieswill,
however, | feel confident, be met on your part, with increased energy and activity. Your
visits on the estates in your district will require to be more frequent; and in case of any
misunderstanding on any estate, between the manager and labourers, your immediate pre-
sence will be desirable. 1 need not recommend to you the most calm and temperate
investigation of all complaints, and the application of the mildest and most lenient modes
of punishment the law will allow. 1 advise you, above all things, to abstain from the use
of the degrading Jash, excepting in the case of a hardened and obstinateoffender, upon
whom all milder punishments have been found ineffectual, Keep, ever in your mind, that
you have now to deal with free men who are to be encouraged in the performance of labour
y kindness, and by wages for all extra-work; not driven and stimulated by the fear of
punishment, Never resort to strong measures but in cases of unavoidable necessity;
and after the fullest investigation into every grievance (whether real or imaginary) which
muy be supposed to have influenced the conduct of the labourer. Upon your temper,
your judgment, and the activity with which you may discbarge your duty, much of the
luture prosperity of this important province depends.

[ have, &c,
J. Carmichael Smyth.

To each of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace in British Guiana.

 

(Circutar No. 2.)

Sir, Camp-house, 8ih August 1835.
SEVERAL representations have been made to me as to the extent of labour which may be

required in the field from female apprenticed labourers when in a state of pregnancy, I beg
{o refer you to the g2d and g4th sections of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the ad
November 1831, by which you will find that no slave under fourteen years of age or above
sixty, and no female slave known to be in a state of pregnancy, can be compelled to perform
any agricultural work or labour for more then six hours in any one day. You will also
find that ro slave under the fourteen or above the age cf sixty, and no female slave known
166,—11, to
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to be in a state of pregnancy can be ever employed in any agricultural or manufacturing
labour in the night time. I have to add that although the Order in Council (as quoted)

alludes to the labourers whem ina state of slavery, yet that it is the opinion of His Ma-

jesy’s law officers that in all those colonies in which, either the said Order in Council was
in force, or local acts containing similar enactments in favour of the slaves existed, such

beneficial regulations in neither the one case nor the other, can be deemed to be abrogated
by the Act of the Imperial Legislature abolishing slavery, the apprenticed labourer is not
to be worse off in these particulars than the slave.

You will be pleased, consequently, to govern yourself accordingly.

ad. There are still a few estates in British Guiana in which (according to the Jast monthly

reports from the special justices of the peace) medicine and medical attendance are withheld

from the children under six years of age: it is desirable that you should be made aware

that six guilders per annum is the usual sum_given to the medical practitioners employed

upon the estates for medicines and medical attendancepet head for each person on the
estate. Upon these premises you must endeavour to make some amicable arrangement

between the managers of those estates on which such a short sighted and penurious policy

is adopted and the parents of the children. Let the parents of each child be advised to
afford such a reasonable addition of labour to the estate as may in your judgment amount

to the value of six guilders per annum, to meet the expense of medicine and of medical
attendance. If any child should perish for want of medicaladvice and treatment, the at-

torney, manager, or labourer (as the case may be), who may by his or their refusal to enter

into some such reasonable arrangement, have contributed towards the death of the infant,
will incur a most serious responsibility.

I have, &c. .
J. Carmichael Smyth.

To each of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace in British Guiana,

 

— No. 234. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demarara, 11th August 1835.
Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 22nd July I have the honour to lay

before your Lordship a precis of the reports from ‘my fifteen stipendiary justices
for the month of July.

I have &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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EPITOME of the MontHty Rzprorts from the Firrgew Stirewpiary Spzctay Justices in British Guiana,
for the Month of July 1835.
  

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Division.

Captain B. Bond, R.N.
Wesrern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq,

 

1, Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

Not generally so. I have
visited the hospitals on eleven
estates, in all of which the
patients are allowed whatever
is ordered by the doctors, and
appear contented and com-
fortable.

Generally. I have visited
nine estates (names given),
and have also inspected the
‘the hospitals; the patients
are properly attended to.

Visited seventeen estates
(names given). The labourers
are generally civil, contented
and cheerful,

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will?

They have performed their
work, but not with alacrity
and good will, generally
speaking.

A reasonable proportion of
labour has in general been
performed; but a disposition
to evade the performance of
labour shows itself too fre-
quently to allow ofmy report-
ing that it is done with
alacrity and good will.

On some estates they have
not performed their work with
alacrity and good will.

 

8. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes—
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney,and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct,

The work has been per-*|
formed on all the estates in
this district.

The disposition referrcd to
in my answer to the last
Query (No. 2.) has been glar-
ing upon plantation ‘ Ann’s
Grove,’ Hugh Rogers and
B. Hopkinson, attornies, and
E. H. Watson, manager.
There have been forty-five
convictions ofindolence upon
this estate during the last
month,

 On plantation * Enterprise,’
attorney, Mr.Grant, manager,
Mr. Lynch; on plantation
* Annandale,’ attorney, Mr.
Spencer, manager, Mr.Healy;
‘ Triumph, Mr. Hopkinson,
attorney; Mr. Clarke, mana-
ger; ‘ Kitty,’ Mr. Manget;
manager, Mr. Durdie;
‘ Thomas, attorney, Mr.
Batts; manager, Mr. Min-
rock. On those estates the
work has not been readily
performed, but during the

last ten days no complaints,
except from the * Thomas ;’
the rest going on very well.

 

4. 1s task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven and
a half hours per day, as fixed
by law?

Sometimes task-work, but
generally prefer working the
seven and a half hours per
day.

A contract for the per-
formance of task-work has
been entered into on planta-
tion ‘Grove; it is also re-
sorted to upon the other
estates; the apprenticed la-
bourers, however, occasion-
ally choose to work the seven
and a half hours.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
in your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
Pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle ofthe
day, and then to complete their
seven and a half hours in the
afternoon, (by which division
of their labour they have little
or no time to themeelves)—if
yes, have the goodness to
nane the estates, proprietors or
attornies, and the managers.

166.—H1,  The working hours begin
at seven a.M., working the
seven and a half hours off, or
coming in at eleven o'clock
A.M. just as they please
themselves.  The hours oflabour in most

general use (where task work
is not chosen) are from seven
to eleven a.M., and from one
to half-past four p.m. This
is the case on every estate
except the ‘Hope’ and the
‘Grove ;’ upon the latter
estate task-work is per-
formed.  

Commence work at seven
4.M, and go on until they
finish. On no estate are they
compelled to lay by for two
or three hours in the middie
of the day.  
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44 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

July 1835.] DISTRICT(C.)
 

 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esy. (Acting.)

RIver.

‘Captain Delafons, R.N.

Upper River.

George Ross, Esq.

mn,

DISTRICT (D,)

Captain Allen,

 

A
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s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

1.

{An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
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ti

on
2.

a

An
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to
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ti
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3.

~
~
.

The labourers in this town
are generally civil, contented
and cheerful. No reason to
entertain a different opinion
has come to my knowledge.

The proportion of those
against whom complaints
have been brought during
the month is very small.
The remainder, against whom
no complaint has been
made, must be presumed to
have worked well.

Yes, generally; but there
are some exceptions, I have
visited all the hospitals of the
various plantations under my
magisterial control, and, as
far as I can see, the people
on the estates are generally

happy.

With the exceptions of
some few at ‘ Houstoun,’ and
others again at ‘ Ruimveld.’

For the most part they are.
I have visited nine estates
and the hospitals (names
given), and have conversed
with the labourers; they and
their employers seem on the
whole to live on friendly
terms with each other.

They have performed their
work with as much alacrity
and good will as might rea-
sonably be expected from
people in their condition.

 
Yes, generally so. Seven.

teen estates (names give
were visited, and the hospi.

n)

tals inspected, by me lay
month, when no complain
were preferred either by the
employers, managers or the
apprentices.

Yes, with very few exce
tions.

P-

 

No estate is now comprised
within the town division of
this district.

Generally, no. The com-
plaints against the females
on plantation ‘ Ruimveld’ are
very few this month com-
pared with the month of
June.

There is still some sore-
ness of feeling between the
‘ Little Diamond’ people and
their employers, but they
have been working rather
better for the last fortnight.
At plantation ‘ Garden of
Eden,’ also, a spirit of dis-
content still continues to ex-
ist. At plantation ‘ Golden
Grove,’ they have taken some
foolish notions into their
heads about their hourswithin
the last week, but they have
no reasonable cause of com-
plaint.

The work has not be
performed with readiness by
the labourers on plantation
‘Chantilly,’ A. Stevens, pro-
prietor; C.H. Jones, mans:
ger.
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4. No work is, to my know-
ledge, done by the trades-
men in this town. The
greater number of apprentice
Jabourers are domestics,
who are bound to render their
services when required.

a

L

They work the seven and
a half hours byday,asfixed
by law.

Task-werk is for the most
part resorted to.

Labour by task-work, with-
out any written contract,
in almost every case
sorted to.

iy

re

—)
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5.

( I have received no com-
plaint from any apprentice
abourer of his hours of la-
bour being so vexatiously
broken.   The working hours are

from seven A.M. until half-
past two P.M; neither of the
estates lay by in the middle
of the day.

   From seven to half-past
two. No where are the peo-
ple in the field compelled to
break off in the middle of the
day, but on most sugar
estates the young creoles
about the buildings and the
mechanics lay by for a couple
of hours.  

Work commences at seve
o'clock A.m., which genell
goes on without intermission
until the task is finished.
There is no estate at presett
where the labourers are com:

pelled to lay by two or
ours during the middle

the day.

three 
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DISTKICT (E)

SpryBartlet, Esq.

DISTBICT \F.)

George Killock, Esq.

45
 

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball,Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

I have visited the hospitals
oneight estates (namesgiven).
Some of the hospitals not

being in that state of clean-
liness I deemed necessary,
I have called the attention of
the managers to the subject ;
in other respects the hospitals
are well found, and the la-
bourers appear contented and
civil.

Yes. I have visited the
hospitals oftwenty-two estates
upon ‘ Leguan’, eighteen
estates upon ‘ Waakenham’,
and three estates upon ‘ Hog
Island’, being all of the
estates in the district, except
‘ Marionville’ (Waakenham),
where I was refused admit- |
tance.

 
They appear generally so.

I have visited thehospitals
and conversed with the la-
bourers on sixteen estates.
The sick, who, except where
the meastes prevail, are not
numerous, seem well taken
care of; but the hospitals,
although in general very com-
modious, are not, in my opi-
nion, kept sufficiently clean,
to which, however, there are
some exceptions. ,

T have conversed with the
apprenticed labourers belong-
ing to most of the estates, and
they appear generally civil,’
contented and cheerful. The
names of eight estates given
where the hospitals have been
visited.

 

With the exception ofplan-
tation ‘ Anna Catherina,’ the

| apprenticed male labourers
‘| have done their work on most
of the estates to the satisfac-
tion of their managers.

The work has been as well
performed as at any former
period,

 

On plantation ‘ Anna Ca.
therina,’ Mr. N. M. Manget,
attorney ; Mr.James Griffiths,
manager; but I have every
reason to hope they will re-
turn to their duty satisfacto-

No.

They have, with some few
exceptions,

They have, generally ; but
there are always some idle
apprentices, and particularly
females.

  

I have not heard of ‘any
estate on which the work has
been unwillinglyornot readily
performed, except, partially,
at plantation ‘ Aurora’ (Mr.
Halket, attorney, R Johnson,
manager), with respect to the
female labourers only, who,
however, do not appear to
have had the smallest cause
for the dissatisfaction which
seemed to prevail among
them, and which has now,
I trust, terminated.

Generally, ic has not; but
there are some idle people on
almost all the estates, who
give a great deal of trouble,.
though few that are incorri-
gible.  
 

tily.

Task-work generally
throughout the district.

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

 
 

The bell rings on most of
the estates at seven, A. M.,
and the labourers usually
Amaia until their work is

i 166,—II,
 Upon no estate are the la-
bourers compelled to lay-by
in the middle of the day. The
hours of labour are from
about seven o’clock to one,
two, three, four and five, ac-
cording to circumstances and
the bargain made.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district. - |.

 

 From half past six or seven
o'clock until from twelve to
two in the afternoon, when
their task is usually com-
pleted. They are not com-
pelled to lay-by in the day on
any estate in the district.  Generally from seven, a M.

to two, P.M. There are no
estates in this district to
which the latter part of this |
question applies.
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46 PAPERS RELATIVETO THE ABOLITION OF
 

July 1835.)

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

 

  

  
  
 

    

(

Generally they are. Du- Yes, generally. I have During the month I have I have visited all the

ring the month I have visited| visited six estates (names visited ten estates (names| estates, except the two

-| eleven estates (names given),| given), and had no com- given), and inspected the hos-| beyond creek 68, during

® | and inspected the hospitals| plaints. pitals; I found the labourers | the month. The labourers
3| upon each. civil, and tolerably contented| are generally civil, contented

& and cheerful. and cheerful.

2
£

é
“

< Generally, they have. Except on one estate. On several estates they Yes, with few exceptions

3
have not.

3
x
eS

&:

2

St

No. The early part of the| In the upper section ofthis | No.
month the work was not| district the workhas not been
readily performed on plan-| 80 willingly or readily per-

. tation ‘ Gladstone Hal? formed. y
en

s
Ss
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f

+] Yes, generally; it is pre- | The labourers on some| Task-work in general. The Aspecified portionof wort,

§| ferred by the labourers. estates get the Saturday.| labourers prefer it, such as can easily be pe
3 Task-work is generally re- formed in seven hours and!
& sorted to. half, or in nine hours whet

> the labourers only work fit

* days in the week, is usuall

3 allotted to each labourer.

&
7

tl

_ From seven, a.™. till their From half-past six till the The labourers in this dis- Work is generally cot

tasks are finished, which| day's labour isfinished, trict generally perform task-|menced about seven o'cloch,

.| varies from one to half-past work; they finish it off with- | and the labourersreturnwhet

‘©] two, None are compelled to out resting. they have completed the!

.§| lay-by; some prefer it. portions of specified work.
8
3

31&
-
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)
 

Eastern Division.

Captain B. Bond, R.N.
Western Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.
 

6. Do the labourers on any

estate in your district perform

extra labour for hire? If yes,

name the estates, the rate of

wages for extra work, and

state how and when the pay-

mentsaremade ; and if extra

work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-

able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and

rejected, state to what cause
ou attribute the refusal on

the part of the labourers.

Yes, Plantation, ‘ Spring
Hall,’ extra labour;f 1. 10.
or half a dollar to each la-.
bourer in the boiling-house;
the head boilerman one dollar
for every fifteen hogsheads of
sugar.’ Plantation ‘ Helena,’
four guilders per week; ‘ La
bonne Mere,’ two guilders,
&c. &c. &e.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from about
six bits to two guilders per
week, paid on demand. No
offer has been made to em-
ploy the field labourers during
their own time.

The labourers perform ex-
tra labour for hire in the
manufacture of sugar, pick-
ing cotton; two stivers per
hour on the sugar estates, and
five stivera for every ten
pounds of cotton picked.
Payments are generally made
monthly, but weekly when
change can be procured.

 

7, Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority by force, in your dis-
ict? If there have been
any, name the estates on
which such occurrences have
taken place.

None. A complaint of insubordi-
nation was preferred from
* Anne’s Grove’ against three
labourers, one of whom re-
sisted a constable, the others
behaved in a violent manner,
and abused the constable.

None.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
sition having been mani-
ested by any ofthe labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
spiracy; or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

Thirty-one of the cane-
cutters on plantation ‘ Spring
Hall’ combined not to do
their work, only cutting eight
and ten punt loads per day,
when, by the tariff, they
should have cut fifteen punts,
Held a court on that estate,
in presenceof Messrs. Bonyen
and Booker, and myself; pu-
nished them with fourteen
days extra labour each: they
are now working well.

The neglect of work on
plantation ‘ Anne’s Grove’
has been so general, that I
have attributed it to combi-
nation. As the complaint

preferred was for indolence,
punished accused for that

offence, which, I trust, will
obviate the necessity of bring-
ing the offenders before a dis-
trict court.

Excepting on the before-|
mentioned estates, the com-
plaints are only with respect
to a few idle apprentices.

 

9. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict?

Yes; generally at the’Me-
thodist Chapel at the Ferry,
and the Presbyterian Church
at Mahaica.

There is neither church nor
school within this section ofthe
district ; the attendance ofthe
labourers at the churches and 

been equal to the accommodation afforded. That of their
children at theWesleyan M

chapels in the vicinity has not

issionary at Mahaica, has been
to the full of the limited accommodation afforded,

The Rev. Mr. Clinkett
being much indisposed and
confined to the house, two
Sundays there was no ser-
vice: the attendance is al-
waysgoodof the apprentices
at vaweeh, andther children
at school.
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10, Have you, individually
a8 @ magistrate, and has the
court over which you pre-
side, been under the neces-
sityof ordering punishment by
ceding month ?—and, if answe
state the number of delinquents so punished, and the
extent of punishment awarded in each case.

 
whipping during the pre-

Individually - - 14
Bythecourtt - - 6

in the affirmative,

Individually - + none.
Bythecourt- -

Individually - - 2
Byacouwt + -

  

11. Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in autho-
ntyover the preedial labourers been fined or otherwise
punished by the court over which you preside during

preceding month, for misconduct towards any la-bourer or labourers? Have there been any instances
having been detained at work beyond

the legal hours ?—and, in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each individual labourer been

of the labourers

levied
166,—-II,

None. None.  7
a

I have fined a manager 1 é.
sterling, and an overseer 5 J.
sterling for beating appren-
ticed labourers, No instances
oflabourers being detained at
work beyond the legal hours.  
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July 1835.] DISTRICT (C)
 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

River.

Captain Delqfons, R, N.

Urrer River:

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain 4llen.
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/
Not applicable to this divi-

of the district,
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7.

Nothing like combined re-
sistance, nor any attempt to
resist authority by force, on
the part of any apprenticed
labourer in this town has
come to my knowledge.

None, but in the sugar
houses.

Rarely, except about the
buildings on all sugar estates,
and occasionally on such es-
tates as require additional
drains to be dug. The pay-
ment is in general prompt,
13 bits. to 2 bits for the after-
noon.

Extra labour for hire
performed about the build.
Ings on sixteen estates (names
given). The rate of wage
and mode of payment hy
not varied since last month;
report.

 

None. There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

by force.

There has been no attempt
on the part of the apprenticed 

A few individual instances of insubordins.
tion, but not such as to merit being specially noticed,
have occurred, except the conduct of one man, who
was tried and punishedby the district sessions.

labourers to resist authority
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8,

f
‘Answered to the preceding

question.
Where such occurrences

have taken place, to be attri-
buted to the idle and dis-
orderly.

At plantation ‘ Little Dia-
mond’ and ‘ Garden of Eden,’
I attribute the disposition on
the part of the labourers to ne-
glect their work to a general
wantofcordiality between the
apprenticed labourer and the
employer.

The reports made this
month have mostly had r-
ference to a few disorderly
apprentices.

 

‘| all collected'on estates.

It is not possible to answer
this question with the same
precision in this town as in
the country, where they are

The
churches here are however belonging to dissenters.
well attended by apprenticed Jabourers, especially those
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9.

: The number of persons
. punished by whipping during
| the past month by the chair-
i wan of this division of the

district, and by the court over
which he presides, has been
twenty-eight.

\

Individually - - 13
Byacourtt - - 18

The attendance at church
and school is regular; but
there is a want of more
schools.

at the same place, when
ers was nearly equal to the accommodation.

The attendance of the chil-
dren at St. Mark’s school ha
diminished this month. Di
vine service was only pe
formed once during the month
the attendance of the labour-

—

Individually - - 5
Byacourtt - <-7
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No individual in this town
was charged during the past
month with misconduct to-
wards their apprenticed la-
bourers. 

None.  Individually - 8
By acourt -- = none.

None.  eae|

No manager fined, duritf
the month. One complau!
was made by some labouret
of being detained beyond
the legal hours, but it ¥#
thought too immaterial
prosecute.  



DISTRICT (E£.)

Spry Bartlet,Esq.

SLAVERY IN THF BRITISH. COLONIES.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

 

Only about the buildings,

such asboilermen,firemen, &e.

Theyare paid in silverweekly,

when itcan be procured. Rate

of wages for extra labour

about 2 stivers per hour.

Upon every estate extra la-
bour is performed for hire.
Upon some the whole gang
is paid; upon others onl
those about the buildings.
The wages are from 1 bit to
2 and 24 guilders perweek,
From the difficulty of procur-
ing change, weekly payments
are seldom or ever made, but
generally every month or two.
Upon some estates in this
island, of which Capt. War-
ren is attorney, it is now go-
ing on six months since the
labourers received their pay.

Extra labour for hire is
very generally performed, and
more so during the past month
than the two preceding. The |
rate of wages is from 1 guilder
to1 J guilder per day, accord-
ing to the work they are em-
ployed at, and they are usually
paid monthly.

49

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

Yes, on almost all the
estates, at the rate of from
6 bits to 6 guilders per week,
which is paid weekly, unless
otherwise agreed upon by the
parties.

 

 

None of any consequence.
 

None. No instance of either has
taken place, unless a few un-
important individual cases,

There have beena few in-
stances of insubordination in
this district, but they have
been confined to individuals,
and no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

 

It is generally the same idle
labourers who are brought be
fore the district court, and spe-
cial justices individually.

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints have
been made.

this estate.

With respect to the latter
only, except at plantation
* Aurora,’ where (as before
stated) a spirit of combina-
tion again manifested itself
about the middle of the
month, confined, however, ex-
clusively to the females, the
males being, on the contrary, remarkably well behaved on

Severe measures have heen adopted with
the ringleaders ; and I think the combination may now
be considered as quite subdued.

No; only with respect to
some idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that I have had com-
plaints made.
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Yes. The churches in this dis-
trict are not sufficient for the
population, Every Sunday
numbers of labourers cannot
procure accommodation.

There is a great want of
schools; but what are esta-
blished are well attended.

As regular as usual, and to
the full extent.

Yes, when the weather per-
mitted.

 

Individually - - 8
Byacourt - .

er.

Individually,none.
By a court, none.

Number whipped in this
district, 21,

 

Number whipped in this
district, 16.

 

John Heraut, part proprie-tor of Plantation « Zeeberg,’now residing at plantationHydromie,” was c arged by
eorge, an apprenticed la.ourer, with an assault; buthavingfailed to appear beforethe district court, his recog-hizance, to the amount of 10 Q Sterling, wfeited8 as ordered to be for-

166.—IL,

None.     No instance of either has
occurred,  No, none.  



50 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

 
July 1835.]

DISTRICT (E)

George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L-)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muit, Fay

 

  

  

 

  

r
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Not generally; occasional- On all sugar estates the Yes. The labourers are At‘ Skeldon’ the laboure,

ly on the sugar estates they| persons employed about the hired on Saturdays, either on| work nine hours per day, and

do. Wages vary; paid week- buildings work for hire. the estates to which they be- are paid half a bit each dj

. | ly, or when asked for. long, or on some of the neigh-| for their extra labour.Ona
2 bouring estates, for reason-| sugar estates the men en.

8 able wages, and prompt pay-| ployed about the buildi
3 ment. are paid for extra labour; they
eS) receive 14 bit. The
2 ments are made weekly,

=
8
=
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g No. None. No. No.

3
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( Only with respect to a few On plantation ‘ Goldstone There is a combination No

idle and disorderly that I have| Hall,’ there appeared to be a| (chiefly amongst the female

eS j} had complaints made. combination, from the cir-| apprentices, particularly in

$ cumstance of all the appren-| the upper section of the dis-

‘S ticedlabourers doing the same| trict), to attempt to reduce

§ quantity of work. the rate of labour as much as
o possible, by doing as little as
& possible.

oe

i
SS
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® Yes, It has. Not replied to. No church or public schoo.
=

3
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: Individually + «+ 1 Individually - none. Individually - - 2 Individually - + nom

2 Byacourt = none. Byacout - - 8 By the court - +10 Byacourtt - « 7
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No.

 Answerst
o
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11
.  Not. No. No. 
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—_ DISTRICT (A)

DISTR ,
QUESTIONS. Eastern Division Wesrerx Division: ter @.)

Captain Baring Bond, R.N. K. Heyland, Exq. A. M. Lyons, Esq.

12. Have any complaints None. The labourers ofplantation| |No complaints, exceptthree
been preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-

ing their clothing, food, treat-

ment, or upon any subject ?

In the event of any com-
plaints having been made to
you, have you carefully inves-
tigated into the matters, and  
caused justice to be rendered to the parties as far as it
was in your power ? State the number and the nature
of the complaints which “may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

|

‘ Grove’ complained that their
houses were not good. The
manager was waiting for more
favourable weather to repair
them. I visited them after
some heavy rain, and two or
three houses were much out
of repair.

for ill treatment, and com-
plaining of the Court's deci-
sions, and my own convic-
tions.

 

13. Have any of the free None.
children upon any of the
estates in your district been
bound apprentices during the last month? If yes,
name the estates upon which such occurrences have
taken place, and state if the transactions were with
the free consent and approbation of the parents of the
children,

None. None.

 
 

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and
is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains issued
for them? or are they fed
out of the allowance due to
their parents? When their
mothers are at work in the  

On most of the estates in
my district they are provided
for by the estates as formerly,
and allowed the doctor and
everything else the same as
the rest of the labourers. At
‘La bonne Mere’ the children
are fed by the mothers, the
latter having refused their
being fed by the estate.

field, is a woman specially appointed to take care of
theirTome children, and exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell allowed the advantage of
the medioal assistance and hospital treatment of the
estate in the same manner as when they were in a
state of slavery ?

The children are allowed
plantains and salt fish. Medi-
cal assistance & hospital treat-
ment gratuitously throughout
my portion of the district, ex-
_cept upon plantation * Doch-
four’ and ‘ Lowlands,’ where
the greater proportion of the
labourers are allowed provi-
gion grounds and the Satur-
day to cultivate them; a nurse
is always found for the young
children when their mothers
are at work.

The free children are fed
on the estates in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery. Women
appointed to take care of the
children, and allowed the ad-
vantage of the medical assiat-
ance and hospital treatment
of the estate.
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15. On how many estates |:
in your district are schools
established? Name the es-
tates, proprietors, and mana-
gers ofestates having schools.

None; there is a Methodist
school at Mahaica, which the
children on the neighbouring
estates attend.  

On no estate. There has been no increase
of schools since my former
report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
leutenant-Governor, _ con-

nected with the peace, tran-
guilty, and happiness of the

strict under your superin-
tendence? If yes, state the
same,

166, J],  
There is a general feeling

to evade work, pleading the
merest scratch as an excuse
for not working; the females
are in general very insolent,
and seem to care but little for
the punishment of extra la-
bour.

(signed) Thos. B. Bend,
S. J. P. and Chairman Up. Sec.

I, in my last report, inad-
vertently omitted to state that
the young children of planta-
tion ‘Dochfour’ & ‘Lowlands’
were not fed by the estate,
owing to provision grounds
having been allowed to the
labourers, and time given to
cultivate them, agreeable to
the ordinance.

(signed) XK. Heyland,
Chairman, Lower Section. The first part of the month

the labourers on the estates
I have enumerated were cer-
tainly very unwilling to per-
form their work, but are at
present going on well.

(signed) A. M. Lyons,
Chairman.  



 

 DISTRICT (D),
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Town. River. Urrer River.

W.J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.) Captain Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq. Captain Allen.

 

 
 

None have been preferred. ||None have been made. There have been two com-| Nineteen complaints of var.
plaints respecting want of| ous sorts have been mak

a house room, to both of which| during the month, which have,
“ T have attended. with the exception of two
3 yet to be disposed of, been
3 inquired into, and justice
g

done where due, as far g
. was practicable.

z
&}

8
=
s

X

a
=( No free children of appren- None. None. _No free children have
8| ticed labourers have, to my hitherto been bound appren-

8| knowledge, been bound ap- tices.
&} prentices in this town during
@| the last month.

|EL

  
 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

14
+.

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

1§
. “

4

The magistrate in this town
has no means of correctly
answering this question. As
far as he has been able to
hear, most employers in easy
circumstances support the
free children of their appren-
tice labourers, while poorer
employers throw the burden
on the parents of their chil-
dren.

The children are fed from
the stores of the estates gra-
tuitously, and women are
specially appointed to take
cafe of the young children.
The children when unwell
are admitted freely into the
hospitals.

With the exception ofplan-
tation ‘ Prosperity,’ & ‘Little
Diamond,’ the children have
all an extra allowance of pro-
visions. On plantation ‘Gar-
den of Eden, the allowance
is permitted by the attorney,
but withheld at the option of
the manager. On the score
of medical attendance and
nurses, there are no excep-
tions.

The children are vsually’
fed by an allowance of sel
fish and plantains issuedty
the mothers. A_ person it
generally appointed to take
care of them when te
mothers aye in the field, and
they are’ reported to receiit
medical attendancein every
instance, as when inastate
of slavery.

 

!
 

As there are no estates in
this district (division of it),
this question does not strictly
apply to it. The schools in
this town, at which the chil-
dren of apprenticed labourers
attend, were enumerated in

{last report.

‘ Houstoun’ and ‘ Kome.’ At ‘ Peter’s Hall’ and ‘Per-.
severance’ there are schools.

|
Schools are establishedo

seven estates, |
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Strongly recommends the
erection of more places of
solitary imprisonment, as a
substitute for the lash.

(signed) W. J. Brittain,
S.J P. for the Town Division.   With respect to the im-

proved behaviour of the fe-
males on plantation ‘ Ruim-
veld, I wish to draw atten-
tio. to one fact: in June,
sixty two complaints were
made against those women;
I had a great deal of trouble
with them; in July there are
only eight complaints against
them, of whom five were the
secondtimebroughtbefore me
and one was the third time.

(signed) Thos. Delafons. -

Owing to the rude state of
the weights and scales on
many estates, mistakes are
apt to take place, and suspi-
cions to arise in the minds of.
the apprenticed labourers
with regard to their allowance.

(signed) George Ross,
Chairman, Upper Division. None.

A, Allesigned) J.(signed) Ghai 
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)
Spry Bartlet, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. Captain Coleman.

None but the above. None. Two such complaints have Yes; one by an apprentice
been preferred: one against| labourer against an overseer
an employer for detaining the| for an assault, which, after
complainant at work beyond carefully investigating, 1 have
the | legal hours; the other| referred to next district court.
against a manager for unlaw-
ful confinement. Both were
carefully investigated, and
proved to have been un-
founded.

None. None. None have been so bound. No, none.

On plantations ‘ Hague,’ The children are fed and The children are fed and The same as before, and
‘ Gravenveld,’ ‘ Vreesen| taken care of exactly as for-| taken care of in every respect| no complaints.
Hoop,’ and ‘ Met en Meer- | merly upon every estate in| precisely in the same manner
jog,” no food or doctor is al-| this district, except upon| as when they were in a state =
lowed to the children under| ‘ Vertrawen’ and ‘ Bellefield,| of slavery. ny
six years. On plantations| owned by Mr. Bowel, and &
‘Anna Catharina,’ ‘ William| ‘Lucuss,’ ownedby Mr.Jones, x
and Best,’ no food, but doc-| all upon Leguan. 3
tor and nurses, On the other 4
estates no change has taken z
place since the commence- =
ment of the apprenticeship. &

On one estate school twice ‘ Enterprize’ and * Endea-| On four, (names given, &c.) None at present, but a gen-
aday. On five estates school| vour,’ ofwhich Mr.A.M‘Rae tleman has arrived to conduct
twice a week. is owner and attorney, have a school between them, and a school on plantation ‘ Anna

also ‘ Waterloo’ and ‘ Marguiilo,’ of which Mr. Noble Regina.’ Stewart, Esq.
is owner and attorney; all upon Leguan. There are attorney, M. R. Marley, ma-
no schools upon estates in Wakenhaam or Hog Island. nager.
There is a Sunday-school at Wakenhaam and like-
wise at Leguan.

None, Recommends the payment The labourers in general | Theapprentice labourers are
of wages weekly. continue to behave well and| certainly improving, and since

to work assiduously, and the| the establishment of stores in
district is perfectly tranquil. | this district, affording them

opportunity to purchase every
article they want at a fair
price, they are better dressed
and appear more happy, and
are more industrious.

(tigned) Spry Bartlet,S. J.P.| (signed) Geo. Killosk, S. J.P. (signed) Geo. Bali, (signed) Thos. Coleman,
Chairman. Chairman. Chairman. Chairman.

166—I], J 
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July 1835.]

HISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

wel

DISTRICT (M)

J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Exq,
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fore the 1st of August. of in the same manner as
when they were in a state of
slavery.

children under six years of
ageare treated in the same
manner as when they were in
a state of slavery.

No. Only one. It was proved | No. A complaint was preferred
that 44 guilders had been to me by some labourers at.

a given complainant in lieu of tached to ‘ Kilcoy,’ of not re.
= allowance of clothing. ceiving their allowance of
8 food. It appeared that Mr,
3 Fraser had been disappointed
& ofplantains for which he had
2 sent,.and that the complain.
oe ants refused to receive com
§ or corn meal. I told then
= they had no ground of con
x plaint. JI have since learned that these men have pro-

vision-grounds, with seed, and 52 days instead of40 for
L the cultivation of their grounds, &c.

= No, No. No. No.

3
3S
3
eo
8

XS

Generally the same as be-| The children are taken-care On most of the estates the On four estates the chil
dren are fed out of thea:
lowance due to their parents;
on the others they are fed
gratuitously from the stor
ofthe estates. On all women

‘| are specially appointed t
take care of the children, and
they have the. advantage o

| medical assistance and hospi-
tal treatment.

  

 

   
(True extracts from the Monthly Reports.)

 
-¢
3w

a There are schools on al-{| On two estates; and on On six estates (names, &c, On two estates(names, &.
3|most all. the estates among| one a Sunday-school (names,| given). given).
}| the labourers themselves, and| &c, given).
¢( on several there are teachers
&| engaged, besides the schools
«| at the places of worship.

:
= _

No. The people on‘ Goldstone |__‘Nil. None.
. Hall’ are now doing the work
© required of them, and I have
= no doubt will continue to do
S 50.

3
e

2
£
3 ,
3 (signed) Geo. Rose. (signed) J. Macleod, (signed) M. A. Stewart, (signed) J. O. Lockhart Met
x Chairman. Chairman. Chairm.

H. W. Ridley, Private Secreta.
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~~ No. 235. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House Demerara, 26 August 1835.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular of
the 12th July. The special justices in this colony have, ever since the abolition
of slavery, been provided with books for keeping the records of their proceedings,
and which books, with the substitution of the words *‘ Apprenticed Labourers”
instead of the word “Slaves,” are exact counterparts of the forms prescribed for
the slave protector. ‘These books have been transmitted quarterly tothe Government
Secretary, and of course can always be referred to. I shall, however, now call
for them monthly, in obedience to ‘your Lordship’s orders. The summary monthly
returns, under letter (A.), now called for from the special justices, will be forthwith
transmitted to those gentlemen; and the summary monthly return under letter
(B.), as required from the officer in charge of the Government, will be punctually
forwarded. Excepting I am instructed to the contrary by your Lordship, I shail
continue to transmit the precis of the answers from the justices to the sixteen ques-
tions submitted to them monthly, as formerly. Your Lordship will thus be in
possession of the most detailed statements with respect to the apprenticed labourers
in this colony. I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 236, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 Sept. 1835.

In conformity with your Lordship’s circular despatch, dated 18th June 1835,
requiring the undermentioned Returns to be laid before the House of Commons,
I have now the honour to transmit—

Return of the names of all special or stipendiary magistrates, who have been
removed from or resigned their office, specifying the reasons for the same, so far
as the same can be communicated.

Return of the number and nature of the punishments inflicted on the appren-
ticed labourers in each colony, by the special or stipendiary magistrates, specifying
the offences for which they were inflicted, separating males from females.

Return of the names and number of apprenticed labourers who have purchased
the unexpired term of their apprenticeship, and the several sums paid for the same.

Copies of instructions given to the special or stipendiary magistrates, as to the
extent and performance of their duties. I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 236.

(No. 1.)
Return of the Names of all Special or Stipendiary Magistrates, who have been removed
from or resigned their Offices, specifying the Reasons for the same, from 1stAugust
1830 to gist July 1835, agreeably to Circular Despatch of 18th June 1835.

— Nil.~—

(signed) H. E. F. Young,
Government Secretary.

 

(No. 2.)
Anstract Return of the Number of Punishmentsinflicted on the Apprenticed Labourers,

 

  

   

separating Males from Females, fi ist A t 1834 to gist Jul_CircularDespatch of 18 June 1835. SANGO MISES BISEAMY 1835, agreeably to

Number of Corporal Number of Total .Punishments. othPunishments" Panishments. Males. Females,

2,177 5,975 8,152 3,805 4.129

(Correctly extracted from the Returns.)
(signed) H. E. F. Young,

166,—II. Government Secretary.

BRITISH
GUIANA.

Enclosure in No.
236.
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(No. 3.)

Axsstract Return of the Number of Apprenticed Labourers who have purchased the
unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, showing the Amount paid for the same, from
ist August 1834 to gist July, 1835, agreeably to Circular Despatch of 18th June 1835.

 

Number. Sum paid.

 

 71 apprentices Fins. 56,873. 10.

(Correctly extracted from the Returns.)

(signed) H. E. F. Young,
Government Secretary.

 

— No. 237. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. to Lord
Glenelg, dated Camp House, Demerara, 26 September 1835.

“I wave great pleasure in being able to report to your Lordship, that throughout
the whole of this colony the most perfect tranquillity, happiness and industry
prevail. I do not mean to say that I have not still a few managers and planters,
who are as averse and hostile as ever to the great changes in the condition of the
labourers, and who, being deprived of all personal power of coercion over the negro,
take every opportunity of irritating his feelings by depriving him of some of those
comforts which have not been secured by the ordinance. ‘The negro is, however,
now better informed and instructed; and he will not suffer himself to be goaded
into any act of insubordination. He knows that if he complains, his com-
plaints will be carefully investigated, and his injuries redressed, so far as the
law may allow. It is also to be observed that the number of the planters and
managers of whose conduct I have to express my disapprobation is diminishing
fast; they can be named and counted. Self-interest, founded upon the impossi-
bility of carrying on the cultivation of the estates otherwise than by treating the
labourers with good humour and kindness, cannot but have the effect, in time, of
compelling the most obstinate to alter their mode of conduct, and to adopt mea-
sures calculated to acquire the confidence and good will of the apprenticed
labourer, before he has it in his power to remove to some other estate, where he
will receive better treatment.

“T havegreat pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that about 700 Portuguese
labourers (a number of them with their families) have been lately imported from
Madeira. With one solitary exception, I have received the most favourable accounts
of the industry and good conduct of these people. I understand greater numbers
may be expected. I am in hopes that these Madeira labourers will prove a very
valuable acquisition to this colony in every point of view.” .

 

~—- No. 238. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp House, Demerara,4 October 1835.

“I seo to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly reports for
August from the 15 special justices in British Guiana. In the despatch of the
26th August last which I had the honour to address to your Lordship, I stated that
these documents (which I have called for from the special justices, &c., from the
commencement of the new system) would be periodically transmitted to the Colo-
nial Office, excepting they were countermanded. In addition to the two documents
already alluded to, I beg to submit a comparative summary of the punishments for
the last three months, by which your Lordship will be enabled to trace correctly
their rapid decrease. I have very little doubt but that the returns for September
will showastill greater diminution.” .
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EPITOME of the Monrury Reports from the Firrzen Sripenprary SpectaL Justices in British Guiana,
for the Month of August 1835.
  

DISTRICT (A.)
 

QUESTIONS.
Eastern Division.

Captain Baring Bond, R.N.
Western Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.
 

1, Are the labourers in your

district civil, contented and
cheerful?

Not generally so. I have
visited the hospitals on nine
estates (names given). The pa-
tients on all are allowed what
the doctors order, and appear
contented with their treat-
ment.

Very generally. I have visited
fifteen estates (names given).

Visited twenty-two estates
during the month (zames
given).

 

 

2. Have they performed their| They have performed their | Yes, in general. Yes.
work during the last month with| work, but not with good-will,
alacrity and good-will ? generally speaking.

3. Has the work on. any| Thework hasbeen performed| The work has not been wil- | None.
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed ? If yes,
have the goodness to name the
estate, the proprietor, or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

on all the estates in this dis-
trict, buthave had much trou-
ble with the apprentices on
‘La bonne Mere.” I have
frequently spoken to the head
people myself to behave bet-
ter, but with no effect, I am
sorry to say.

lingly performed on plantation
* Clonbrook,’ Messrs, Rogers,
proprietors ; William Shand,
managet. ‘ Lowlands,’ J. G..
Reed, proprietor; J. Hine,
manager,
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4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed by
law ?

Generally speaking, theypre-
fer working their seven hours
and a half, As many perform
task-work as take the seven
hours and a half.

Task-work is generally
chosen by the apprenticed
labourers ; but as no contract
has been entered into, except
upon plantation ‘Grove,’ they
sometimes prefertolabour the
seven hours and a half.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

 

5, What are the working
hours most generally in use in
your district? Are there any
estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-

pelledto lay-by for two or three
ours in the middle of the day,

and then to complete their
seven tband a half in the

€rnoon, (by which division
oftheir labour they have little
°F no time to themselves) ?—if
yes, have thegoodness to name
estates, proprietors or at-

tornies, and the managers.

166.—]I.

The general working hours
begin at seven, A.M., or work-
ing the seven hours and a half
off, and coming in just as they
please themselves.  The working hours most

generally in use (when task-
work is not chosen by the
labourers) are from seven to
eleven o’clock, a.m., and from
oneto half-past four, P.M. ; this

| is the case on seven planta-
tions (names given).  The labourers commence

work at seven o'clock in the
morning, and leave the field
when they finish; on no
estate are they obliged to lay-
by during the day.  
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Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

RIVER.

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Urrer River.

George Ross, Esq.
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DISTRICT (D,)

Captain Allen,
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The labourers in this town
may safely be asserted to be,
in general, civil, contente

and cheerful. .

Generally; some few ex-
ceptions. I have visited all
the hospitals, and as far as I
can ascertain, they are as
above.

For the most part they are.
I have visited during the
month the hospitals of fifteen
estates (names given). The
hospital at plantation ‘ Profit’
is by no means commodious.
I told the manager, six or
eight weeks ago, that a new
one would have to be built,
or the old one repaired. The
labourers on all the estates, ex-
cept those indicated in answer
No. 3, seem to be contented.

meee|

Yes, in most cases. [ jp.
spected during the month th
hospitals on sixteen estaty
(names given), which wereiy
general good, and no com.
plaints. I also visited seven.
teen estates (names given), Ny
complaints were made on an
plantations, ‘ La Parfaite’ aj
* Harmonie’ excepted, wher
they appeared mutual be.
tween employerand employed,

  

—_
An
sw
er
s
to

Qu
es
ti
on

2. By an observation of the
very great diminution in the
number of convictions and
punishments this month, when
compared with preceding
months, we may reasonably
conclude that the appren-

Generally, but some few
exceptions. 

ticed labourers are performing their work with

increased alacrity and good-will.
\

As much as can naturally
be expected from people
situated as the apprenticed
labourers are.

Yes, in nearlyevery instance,
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3.

 
No estate is now comprised

within the town division of

this district.

Generally, no. But some fe-
males who are idle and negli-
gent have been several times
brought before me for not
performing their duty,

On plantation ‘Little Dia-
mond, and ‘Garden of Eden,’
the same bad feeling continues
to exist between the employ-
ers and employed, and con-
sequently the work done there
is considerably less than on
the contiguous estates. Some
disposition to throw up their
task-work has manifested it-
self at plantation ‘ Profit,’ but
on that estate, I must observe,
a higher scale of work than
that adopted throughout the
greater part of the district
has been exacted.

The work is reported notto
have been readily performed,
towards the latter end of the
month, by a few people a
plantation ‘ La Parfaite’ aul
*Harmonie’, Mr. S. Felin,
proprietor; J. Parke, manager,
and for one day on ‘la
Grange.’ These cases iit,
shortly to be investigated. |
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4. This question does not apply
to this town.

They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed
by law.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

 

Task-work is generallyt
sortedto. The labourerswuil
in most instances prefer wor
ing seven hours andahal
allowed to do so. without #
interval of rest.

 

e
t

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

5.  
Domestics in this town

render their services when re-
quired, and tradesmen, porters
and others, being almost all
non-predials, work for nine
hours. I have -heard of no
instance ofvexatious distribu-
tion ofthe hours of labour on
the part of employers.

From seven, a.m. until half
past two, p.m. There are no
estates wherethey are obliged
to lay-by in the middle of the
day. Therearemany females
who du not go to work with the
gangs generally, but they go
to work later, and are conse-
quently later in completing
their seven hours and a half,
or work ; but this is their own
act, not being compelled to
do so.  From seven to half-past two.

Mr. Vanderpant, manager of
plantation ‘Friendship,’ has,
with such of the gang as will
not do his task, begun again
to try the experiment of ob-
serving intervals in the middle
of the day ; and Mr. Dunkin,
manager of plantation ‘Pro-
fit,” Mr. Macqueen, adminis-
trator, has followed his ex-
ample.  ed

The working hours *
usually from seventohalf-ps
two, unless where aspecifi
task is prescribed oracceptéh
in which cases the labour
ins about seven and ends!

fom one to four o'clock, #
cording to local circit
stances. There is no cst!
at present in the distr!
where the labourers are oo

led to lay-hy two or tht
ours.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT.(H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

During the month I have
visited the hospitals on eight
estates, and the labourers
appear contented, civil and
cheerful.

They are. I have visited
the hospitals of nineteen
estates onj Wakenaam,
twenty-two estates on Le-
guan, and three estates on
Hog Island, being the whole
of the hospitals in this dis-
trict.

They are very generally so.
I have visited and inspected
the hospitals on fifteen es-
tates (names given).

Yes, except on three or
four estates. I have visited
sixteen estates, and the hos-
pitals of each, during the
month (names given).

 

Generally throughout the
district, with the exception
of the female labourers on
plantation ‘ Anna Catherina.’

As well as at. any former
period.

With the exceptions to be
hereafter stated.

 

 
The female labourers on

plantation ‘ Anna Catherina,’
have, as will appear by my
monthly reports, for some
time neglected their work;
six ofwhom I have committed
to the colony gaol. A few
days since‘I called the head
men together, and questioned
them; but it did not appear
that they can complain with
respect to the treatment they
Meare: Attorney, Mr. N.

+ Manget; manager, Mr.
Grifiths” “Bens

In the beginning of August
there was a little excitement
on one or two estates on
Leguan, but it disappeared
in a few days, and every
thing is going on as formerly,
About the end of July the
gang on ‘ Arthurville,’ on
Wakenaam, slacked in their
work, but they also are com-
ing round.

At plantation ‘ Hoff Van
Amick,” the female labourers
have showna disposition to
work unwillingly, and some
of them have been punished
for combination; on planta~-
tion ‘ Aurora’ also the fe-
males have continued to
be occasionally troublesome;
and yet on neither of these
estates can J discover that the
labourers have the smallest
reason for dissatisfaction.
On both the men behave re-
markably well.

 

Yes, except on three or
four estates.

 

Yes; plantations ‘ Land of
Plenty,’ John Austin, esq.,
proprietor; Robert Ridley
manager ;—‘ Walton Hall,’
John Lane, esq. attorney;
B. V. Hodgson, manager ;—
* Exmouth,’ John Lane, esq,,.
attorney; William Hall, ma-
nager.

 

 

_ Generally task-work in this
trict,

‘Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and performed.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this distriet.

 

 

The bell rings on most
estates at seven, and the
labourers usually remain till
their work is finished.

166.--II,

 

The working hours are from
six, seven and eight to twelve,
one, two, three, four, five and
six, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made.
Upon no estate are the la-
bourers compelled to lay-by
in the middle of the day.
Whenever they finish their
work they leave the field. Begin generally at half-

ast six or seven, A.M., and
usually finish at from twelve
to two o'clock; in bad wea-
ther they are sometimes
longer in the field. They are
not compelled to lay-by in

| the middle of the day on
| any estate in this district.  Generally from seven, a.m.

to two, P.M. There are no
estates in this district to
which the latter part of this
question applies.
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August 1835.]

DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq. (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

J. Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (1.)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

An
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s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

1.

Generally they are, more
so than usual, with the ex-
ception at present of some of
Mr. Blair’s apprentices, about
whom an inquiry is going on.
During the month I have
been on every estate in the
district, and on some two or

the hospitals.
more times, and in most of }

Generally. I have visited
nine estates (names given);
no complaints were made.

During the month I have
visited thirteen estates (names
given), and inspected the hos-
pitals of each. I found the
labourers civil, and tolerably
contented.

eee,

I have visited all the estates
except the two beyond Creek
68, during the fast month,
The labourers are generally
civil, contented and cheerfi,

  

 

 

a Generally they have, and In most instances. In general they have. ‘Yes, with few exception,

2| the same remarks above are
oS .
‘3| applicable here.
3

43
5
8

St
( . .

There have been no com- On plantation ‘ Highburg,’ Nil. No.

plaints of this nature. Davison, Barclay & Co.;
John Alves.

o
&
8
3
2
Ld

ra2
:
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“

_
g| . Yes; it is generally preferred} It is. Task-work in general; the| A specified portion of wot,

o| by the labourers. labourers prefer it. such as can easily be

9
formed in seven and a

:
hours, or in nine hours whet

§
the labourers work only ft

2
days in the week, is us i

s
allotted to each labourer.
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to
Qu
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5.

\
areas?
 =

From seven, A.M. to half-

past two, and generally op-
tional with the labourers
whether they rest during the
task or not.  From seven, A.M. till the

day’s labour is finished.  As the labourers in general
perform task-work, they finish
it off, as it suits themselves. Work is generally ot

menced about seven oc!
and the labourers ret?
when they have comple
their portions of spec!
work,
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT(A)
 

Eastern Division.

Captain Baring Bond, R.N.

Western Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.
  

6. Do the labourers on any

estate in your district perform

extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of

wages for extra work, and

state how and when the pay-

ments are made; and if extra

work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable

wages have been offered, with

weekly payment. If reason-

able wages and prompt pay-

ment have been offered and re-

jected, state to-what cause you
attribute the refusal on the
part of the labourers.

Yes; ‘Spring Hall,’ ex-
tra labour in the boiling-
house, six bits each labourer,
the head boiler-man onedollar
for every fifteen hogsheads.
‘Helena,’ four guilders per
week all round. ‘La bonne
Mitre,’ two guilders each.
‘Strathaven,’ ditto ; engineers
three guilders.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from six bits
to two guilders a week, which
is paid upon demand. The
labourers of plantation ‘ Bee
Hive’ have refused to perform
extra field labour, as they say
the offer of six bits for nine
hours’ extra labour is not
enough. No other offer has
been made to employ them.

 In the manufacture ofsugar
and picking cotton they work
for hire ; two stivers per hour
on the sugar estates, and five
stivers for every ten pounds
of cotton over forty pounds.

 

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authority,
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place,

None. None. None.

  

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it
to any combination or con-
spiracy? or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

Twenty-nine men and ten
women at ‘ La bonne Mére’
for conspiring not to doa fair
proportion of work in cutting
canes; on that estate they
should have cut nineteen and
a half punt loads of canes in-
stead of eleven, which was all
they did; the’ carriage was
only eighteen roods from the
field to the trench; the latter
end of last week they cut
sixteen punt loads of canes
per day.

The disposition manifested
on plantations ‘ Clonbrook’
and ‘ Lowlands’ by the ap-
prenticed labourers to neglect
their work has been so general,
that I have attributed it to
combination.

It is against the idle only
complaints are made; and
they are, I am sorry to say,
in many instances veryrude
to those in authority over
them, both black and whites.

 

9. Has the attendance of
thepreedial labourers at church,
and of their children atschool,

regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district 2

Yes, generally; at the Me-
thodist chapel at Mahaica,
and the Presbyterian church
at same place.

The attendance of the Ja-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo.
dation afforded them; that of
their children has been equal
to the very limited opportu-
nities offered to them.

The attendance ofthe pre-
dial labourers at church is
very good, and their children
constant at Sunday school.

  

10. Have you, individually
a8 & magistrate, and has the
Court over which you preside,
een under the necessity of ordering

 Individually - - 4
By a court - ‘none.

ishment by. gue
Whipping during the preceding month? and, if an-
swered

quents so

awarded in each case.

in the affirmative, state the number of delin-
punished, and the extent of punishment

  

11. Has any manager, over-
Seer, or other person in autho-
nity over the preedial labourers

None.

en fined or otherwise punished by the court over which
en Preside during the preceding month, for misconduct
wards any labourer or labourers? Have there been

any instances of the labourers having been detained atwork beyond the legal hours ? and, in such case, hastheshilling sterling per hour for each individual Ja-Ourer been levied 2

166,11, |
 Individually - - 2 Individually - none.

Byacourtt - - 2 By a court - = 2

4

None. None,  
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62 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

August 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting.)

RIVER.

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Uprer River.

George Rass, Esq.

DISTRICT (D,)

Captain Allen,

 ?

Such of the apprenticed
labourers as are not engaged
on theirownprovision grounds
are in general quite willing to
work in the after part of the
day for hire, at, say two bits
for the afternoon, but there
is rather an indisposition on
their part to do this extra
work under the eye of their
ordinary overseers.

 

The report relative to ¢.
tra labour, wages, &c. ig
cisely-similar to that of hy
month. .

 

None. There have been no i
stances of insubordinationo
an important character. Ther
has been no attempt to resis
authority by force.

 

There has been no regular
combination or conspiracy.
The foolish ideas about their
hours, which were epidemic
on two or three estates during
the first half of the month,
but which are now pretty
well eradicated, I attribute
to a sort of monomania.

The insubordination abor
alluded to had reference only
to a few idle or disorderly
apprentices.

  The attendance at church
has been regular, but there is
a want of additional schools.

The attendance of the pr
dial labourers at the chur
of St. Mark last month ww
fully equal to the local #
commodation; the attest
ance of their children atthe
school there has much it

creased,

  Individually - + 1
By acourt = =

nent

None individually or by!
court.  

wee
  

None.
Not applicable to this di-

vision of the district.

a)
=
3
3
3

oY]

3
$
3
z
x

\

i [ No attempt at combined} None.
o resistance has occurred in this
>| town since the commence-
=/ ment of the system ofappren-
§ ticeship, and the probability

of any such occurrence daily
& oa
=< | diminishes.

All complaints that have Where such occurrences
come before me during the| have taken place, to be attri-

eg | last month are against indi-| buted to the idle and dis-
s| vidual apprenticesforidleand| orderly.
$ disorderly conduct.
3

Sg

&

5
§=
<i]

. ( Yhavebefore said that there Yes.
| are few predial labourers in

.£| this town. The attendance
3 | of the apprenticed labourers,
& domestics and tradesmen in
° this town at church, and of
~ their children at school, ap-
5| pears to be to the full extent
8| of the accommodation afforded, and the time and
= opportunities allowed to them by their employers.

so aan
=| Individually - - 7 - Individually - - 4
S| By a court - none,; By acourt - none.

z
3
e
s a

g |
i |
<A ' !

f Three penalties were in- | None.
~| flicted during the month: |
S| 1st, 102. was levied on the
S| owner of a craft, on board of
S| which a runaway apprenticed labourer was employed;
©| ed, fourteen days’ imprisonment was adjudged to the
&| person in charge of said craft, not being able to
=| pay the fine awarded; 3d, an employer was adjudged
3| to pay a fine of 152. sterling for assaulting and beat-
S 88 an apprenticed labourer,

I have fined one beadman
for maltreatment of,an ap-
prenticed labourer.  No person in authorityot

the preedial labourers has bet
punished during the mot
There have been no instancé
of the labourers having bet
detained beyond the!
hours.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT CF.)

George Killect, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman,

 

Only about tie buildings,

such as boilermen, firemen

and engineers. They are

generally paid weekly in sil-

ver, Rate for extra labaur,
about two stivers per hour.

Upon every estate the le-
bourers de extra work ior
hire. Upon some the whole
gang are paid, on others only
those about the buildings.
The general rate of wages is
from one bit to two and three
guilders per week.

Extra lavour for hire is
very genet.", but on some
few estates the females, or a
portion of them, decline per-
forming it. ‘There are one
or two estates on which the
employers have no occasion
for extra work, and the la-
bourers thereon are occasion-
ally employed at extra hours
for hire on the neighbouring
estates who require them.
The rate of wages is from 1

Yes, on almost all the es-
tates at the rate of from one
to six guilders per week;
paid weekly when change can
be procured.

guilder to 13 per day, according to the work
they are employed at, and they aré usually
paid monthly.
 

None of any consequence. None.

 

A few idle and disorderly
persons are to be found on
most estates, and it is such
persons who are generally
complained of.

It is only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that complaints
have been made,

There have been some in-
stances of both, but not of
an important character,

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination,
but no attempt to resist
authority by force.

 

With respect to the latter
only, except on the estates
already mentioned, where
combinations certainly ex-
isted, but not to any serious
extent.

There has been some dis-
position towards conspiracy,
and many complaints have
been made against idle and
disorderly apprentices, The
femaleshave borne the greater
proportion. .

 

It is now several weeks
since diviue service was per-
formed at plantation ‘ Edin-
burgh.’ The Rev. William
Harman performed divine
service last Sunday, in the
Coffee Logie at plantation
‘La Hague,’ to a very large
Congregation. The chapel
and school at Mr. Scott’s is’
well attended,

The attendance at church
and school has been to the
full accommodation afforded.
The churches in this district
cannot contain one half of
the population who would
wish to have accommodation.

As usual, and to the full
extent.

Yes.

  

  
166.1],

  One overseer has been
fined by me thirty guilders
for striking a labourer.

None.   A manager has been fined
for assaulting an apprenticed
labourer by striking him. The
offence was by no means of
an aggravated nature. There
have been no instances of the .
latter.  Individually - - 6 Individually - - 3 Individually - +26| Individually - - g

By a court - - 7 7 By.acourt - B By a court - none.; By a court - ‘none,

None, No, none.
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August 1835.]

DISTRICT (I)

George Rose, Esq., (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

J. Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

M., A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
    

-

Not generally. On the On sugar estates, all per- Yes. The labourers are At ‘Skeldon’ and ‘Mar;

sugar estates, the boilermen| sons employed about the| hired either on the estates to Hope,’ the labourers work nin

_ | and firemen do occasionally. buildings. which they belong, or on the| hours per day, and are paid

S|Wages vary; paid weekly, or neighbouring estates, for rea-| half a bit each day for thei

.§|when asked for. A small sonable wages, with prompt| extra labour. On all th

3 metallic coinage is much payment. sugar estates the men en-

S wanted, and would probably ployed in the boiling-houw

~( bean inducement to perform are paid for extra labour g

= extra labour; offers are not 14 bits. Payments mak

i general however. weekly.

<

. —

A No. None. No. No.

oS
£

:
Ss

SU

{ have only had one com-| Not. (Nil.) No.
plaint during the last month,

0| of the latter case.

3
8
=
ec

3
2
a

3
2
x

\
. Yes. It has. (Nil.) There are only two school;

°
but the attendance of th

8
redial labourers at churd

3
fas been as regular and fulls,

&
under present circumstanc

°
could be expected.

z
3
2
8

2| Individually - - 1 | Individually - none.| Individually - none. Individually - *°3

| Byacourt- - none.| Bythecourt - - 3 By acourt - +32 By a court - <3

3
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eS|
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2 f No. Not. No. No.
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.
 

DISTRICT (A)
 DISTRICT (B.)

 

QUESTIONS. Eastern Division. Western Division. A. M. Lyons, Esq
Captain Baring Bond, R.N. K. Heyland, Esq. ,

12, Have any complaints | Plasey, ofthe ‘Good Hope,’| None. There have been a few
been preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-
ing their clothing, food, treat-

against the manager, for not
admitting her into the sick-house, when skulking under
the pretence of sickness, it being proved a malicious
complaint, it was punished as such. Also Cupid, of

trifling complaints about those
being sick, which I have care-
fully investigated, but found
in every instance they were

‘La bonne Mere,’ complains of being sent to extrament, or upon any subject? not sick, but wishing to avoid. ; g 
 

In the event of any complaints| work according to the sentence awarded by me for com- work.
having been made to you, have| bining against lawful labour. He is the leader of the
you carefully investigated into | combination, and a very bad character.

the matters, and caused justice .
to be rendered to the parties as far as it was in your
wer? State the number and the nature of the

complaints which may have been preferred to you in
general terms.

|

13. Have any of the free | None. None. None.

children upon any of the es-
tates,in your district been
bound apprentices during the last month? If yes, name
the estates upon which such occurrences have taken
place, and state if the transactions were with the free
consent and apprubation of the parents of the chil-  

—
_
—
a
O
e

dren.

 

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district ? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents ?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take
care of their young children,  

On most of the estates in
this district by the estates; al-
lowed the doctor and every-
thing else the sameas the rest.
On ‘La bonne Mere,’ the free
children are not yet fed by the
estate, but the attorney,G.C.
Bell, esq. promises them this
indulgence as soon as their
parents behaved better.

and exempted from all other duty? Are the children
when unwell allowed the advantage of the medical
assistance and hospital treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they were in a state ofslavery?

The children throughout
my portion of the district are
fed, and medical treatment is
rovided gratuitously; a nurse

is also found to take care of
the young children while their
parents are at labour.

The children are fed and
taken care of in the same
way, and have the same me-
dical attendance as when in
a state of slavery. With the
exception of plantation ‘ En-
terprize’ they have not medi-
cal attendance, in other re-
spects the same. I hope to
arrange this in a few days.
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_ 16. On how many estates
In your district are schools es-

tablished ? Name the estates,
Proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There is a school
(in the district) at Mahaica
Ferry, which the children of
the neighbouring estates at-
tend.

None. There has been no decrease
or increase of schools since
my last report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
Wish to convey to the Lieu-
ite covemon, connected

ih the peace, tranquillity,
and happiness of the “districtunder your superintendence?

yes, state the same.

166,—II,  
. There is a general feeling
to evade, labour by pleading
sickness for the slightest
scratch, whenever they can
with impunity. The females
are in general very insolent,
and appear to care but little
for the punishment of extra
labour; solitary confinement
seems to have a better effect
on these people.

(signed) T. BaringBont   
With respect to my answer

to the oth Query,1 beg to
add that there is neither a
church nor a school within
my immediate portion of the
district. At Mahaiconey,
visited alternately by Capt.
Bond and me, there is Divine
‘service once in three weeks
by the Presbyterian. clergy-
man, and weekly by the West-
leyan missionaries,

(signed) K.Heyland,
a. .  

T am in hopes the district
will continue going on well.
Your Excellency will perceive
that I have not inflicted one
corporal punishment this
month, although I have had
the whole charge of the dis-
trict for the last three weeks,

(signed) 4. M. Lyons,
S.J. P.  



66 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

August 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
  

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (Acting).

River.

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Upren River.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D,)

Captain Allen,
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on

12
.

* No proposal of this nature,
either on the part of the pa-

rents of such children or their

masters, has ever beenmade

to me sinceIfirat presided as

a stipendiary magistrate in this

district, now upwards of six

months.

* This answer has been en-

tered to No. 12, instead ofNo.

13 Query, incorrectly,
H, Sidley.

A man named George, plan-
tation ‘La Penitence,’ com-
plained ofnot having received
a check shirt with his clothing.
I inquired into the case; the
man was wrong in not seeing
he hadall his thingsat the time;
he went with them into the yard
where the apprenticed labour-
ers were playing, and discover-
ed hisloss. Mr. Edghill, mana-
ger, declares hereceived it, but
he promised to give another
shirtto the man. 31 Aug. 1835.

There has been one com-
plaint from a father and
mother against the manager,
for refusing to let their infant
child remain in the nursery
during working hours. One
from a woman, with rheuma-
tic limbs, against the same
individual, for maltreatment,
and obliging her to work in
the rain. The former is in-
vestigated, and the latter is
under investigation.

Several complaints hay
been made, which have g
been inquired into and»
dressed, when substantiate)
as far as was practicable, |

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
13
.

*The magistrate in this

town has no means of answer-
ing this question with any de-
ee of precision.
* This is the reply to No. 14

and not No. 13 Query; entered

so by mistake.
H. D. W. Sidley.

None. None, No free childrenhaveben
bound apprentices last mont,

 

An
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s

to
Qu
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ti
on

14
.

* There have been two com-
plaints this month from ap-
prenticed labourers; one on
account of not having been
supplied with clothing and
medical attendance; the other,

the one referred to in No. 11
reply, for assault and battery.
Justice (in both cases) has
been rendered to the parties.

* This is the reply to No. 12
Query,incorrectlyentered here.

H. D. W. Sidley.

  The children are all fed
gratuitously from the stores
of the estate. Women are
specially appointed to take
care of the young children,
and when unwell they are
freely admitted into the hos-

pitale, and there taken care
of.

Except on plantation ‘ Lit-
tle Diamond,’ ‘Garden of
Eden,’ * Prosperity,’ and
individual instances on plan-
tation ‘ Friendship,’ the chil-
dren have an extra allowance
served them. On every estate
medical attendance is afforded
to the children.

The children are usual)
fed by an addition of at
fish and plantains issued»
the mothers, unless when ve
young, when it is custom
to give the mothers a litt
sugar, barley or rice. Wha
their mothers are at worki
the field, a woman is appoint
ed to take care of them, wy
is exempt from other duy.
The children are reported
receive the same medal
treatment as when in a sis
of slavery.

eenaneet
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.

The schools in this town,
which are free to the children
ofapprenticed labourers, were
enumerated in the last month’s
report, There are no estates
in this division of the district.

© Rome’ and ‘ Houston.’ At ‘ Peter's Hall’ and ‘ Per-
severance” there are schools,

Schools are established
seven estates (names give}
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.

— (

It is my intention to request
your Excellency’s attention to
the mode of conducting com-
pulsory manumission in this
colony; but as the space af-
forded for this answer is far
too limited, I shall take leave
to hand it your Excellency in
another form.

(signed) W. J. Brittain,
. S.J.P. I was in hopes to have given

a more favourable account of
the females on plantation
* Ruimveld’ and ‘La Peni-
tence ;’ yet the delinquents
are all old offenders, the ge-
nerality of whom are conti-
nually brought hefore me,
whilst the others of the gangs
behave orderly and well.

(signed) Thos. Delafons,
S.J.P.

  It would be desirable, where
the managers evidently show
an unconciliatory spirit to-
wards the labourers, and
where the proprietors or at-
torneys have already been
apprised of the fact from the
highest authority, the trying
of apprenticed labourers, at-
tached to such plantations, for
the offences of indolence and
negligence, should be deferred
until the removal of this ma-
nager.

(signed) George Ross,
aaae ©  Nil.

(signed) J. A. Aten
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

 

None. None.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

 

None. None.

A complaint was made by
a female apprenticed labourer
against a manager for com-
pelling her to work when
sick, but it proved to be
wholly unfounded.

Yes; one by an appren-
ticed labourer against his
employer for an assault; fined
‘34. sterling by the inferior
court of criminal justice.

 

None have been so bound. No, none.

 

 
On plantation ‘ Hague,’

‘Groenveld,’ and ‘ Met-en-
Meerzog,’ no food or doctor;
¢ Anna Catharina,’ * Vrees-en-
Hoop,’ ‘ William and Best,’
no food; doctor and nurse
allowed; on the other estates
in this district no change has
taken place. I have endea-
voured, on plantation ‘ Hague
and Groenveld,’ to persuade
the parents of the unappren-
ticed children to work extra
hours to the amount of six
days in the year, for medical
attendance, but, as yet, un-
successful,

Upon all the estates in
this district the children are
treated as formerly, except
upon ‘Vertrouven’ and ‘ Belle-
field,” owned by Mr. Bovell,
where nothing whatever is
done for them. Upon ‘Suc-
cess,’ since the 1st August,
the doctor has attended them.

 

Schools on six estates,
names given,

Three schools in the dis-
trict.

The children are fed and
taken care of in every re-
spect precisely as when they
were in a state uf slavery.

The same as before, and
no complaints.

—
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Ni

(signed) Spry Bartlet,
8. J.P. .

166,—II,   It would be a great im-
provement if some regula-
tions could be made respect-
ing the houses of the negroes.
The system ofhuddling males
and females together, as is
done in general, has a very
demoralizing effect on their
characters.

(signed) Geo. Kellock,
S.

Schools on four estates;
several others are on the eve
of being established.

On one estate.

 
  The apprenticed labourers
taken collectively, continue
to behave well, and to work
assiduously. The necessity
of punishment by whipping,
which still exists, is to be re-
gretted, but is caused, in a
great measure, by the want
of an established penal gang,
or of proper places for soli-
tary confinement.

signed) George Ball,
(egned) S.J.P.  It would promote the hap-

piness of the apprenticed la-
bourer, and enlarge their
confidence in me, were I em-
powered to recover small
debts ; and I should be better
enabled to watch over their
interests, and preserve the
peace of the district, were I
allowed a clerk and an extra
horse.

signed) TJ. Coleman
("e 8.5. P.  
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August 1835.]

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq- (Acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

J. M'Leod, Esq-

DISTRICT (L.)

M. A. Stewart, Esq.

DISTRICT (M)

J. O. Lockhart Muir,Ea,
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No. One respecting clothing No. No.

proved to be false.
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No. None. No. No.
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Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st August 1834.

 
Children treated in the

same manner as before.

 
On most of the estates in

this district the children are
treated in the same manner as
when they were ina state of
slavery.

On three estates the chi.
dren are fed out of the alloy.
ance due to their pareats;
on the others they are fi
gratuitously from the stow
ofthe estates. On all, wona
are specially appointed u
take care of the children,ai
they have the advantaged
medical assistance and be
pital treatment.

 

 

 (signed) Geo. Rose,
$.J.P.  (signed) J. M‘Leod,

8. J.  (signed) AM. A. Stewart,
8. J.P.

(True extracts from the August Monthly Reports.)
H. D. W, Ridley, Private Secretary.

  
1
: There are schools on al- Three schools in the dis- On six estates (names | On two estates (pa
-3| most all the estates among| trict (namesof estates given). | given). given).
| the labourers themselves, and {| .
&( on several there are teachers
o | engaged, among them -the
%| ¢ Golden Fleece’ lately esta-
3| blished.
8
=
“mS

(
Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil.
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i if(signed) J. 0. L. Mar )
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(B.)

SUMMARY of Corrorat Punisuments inflicted by Order of the StrPENDIARYMaGisrrates,
and by Order of the Courts over which they presided, during the Months of June, July and
August 1835.

 

 

 

 

         
 

\ JUNE. JULY. AUGUST.

£ Names of Magistrates.
= By the By the By the By the By the By thA Stipendiary. | Court. ‘Stipendiary. Court. Stipendiary. Court.

A Captain Bond, rz. yw. - 8 2 14 6 4 none.
“| K. Heyland, Esq. - = 16 none none 8 2 a

B.| A. M. Lyons, Esq, - . 1 4 2 12 none 2
George Ross, Esq. - — = 7 6 8 none 1 none,

C.4| Captain Delafons, r.w. - 27 4 13 18 4 none.
W. J. Brittain, Esq. - none 25 none 28 7 none.

D.| Captain Allen - - 9 24 8 7 none none.
E.| Spry Bartlett, Esq. - - 4 14 8 14 6 7
F,| George Killock, Esq. - 3 13 none none 3 8
G.| George Ball, Esq. - = - 9 10 none 21 26 none.
H.| Captain Coleman -  «- 25 none none 16 9 none.
I. |George Rose, Esq. - 3 9 1 none 1 none.
K.| John M‘Leod, Esq. - 12 none none 8 3 none.
L.| M. A. Stewart, Esq. - 1 13 2 10 none 2
M.| J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq. 2 1 none 7 3 2

. Nee.

Toran « - 225 208 93

— No. 239. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 26 November 1835.
I Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 4th ult.,

enclosing an abstract of the monthly report for August from the special magis-
trates, &c.

The contents of these reports, and of the comparative summary which you have
likewise transmitted, of the punishments inflicted for the last three months, have
afforded me much satisfaction.

The latter document appears to me to exhibit the strongest evidence of improve-
ment in the condition and conduct of the apprentices. I anxiously hope that the
result of subsequent Returns from the magistracy will prove equally satisfactory,
and that your favourable anticipations in regard to the continued diminution of
punishment will be realized.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 240. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 12th October 1835.
It would appear from the enclosed opinion of Mr. Gloster, the Attorney-gene-

ral, that in the ordinance for the government of the apprenticed labourers in this
Colony, it has been omitted to grant authority to the special justices to visit the
hospitals on the estates, excepting some complaint may have been preferred which
requires their presence for investigation. I respectfully submit the propriety of
reinedying this omission without delay, by an Order of His Majesty in Council

166.—II. being

BRITISH
GUIANA.

No. 239.

No. 240.
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No. 241.

No. 242.
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being issued, granting authority to the special justices to visit the hospitals and all
houses or buildings occupied, whether in whole or in part, by apprenticed labour-
ers, as often as they may thing proper; and at any hours between sunrise and
sunset that may suit their convenience. I also beg to suggest that clergymen,
catechists and teachers of religion (without distinction of persuasion) may have the
same facilities afforded them for communicating instruction to the healthy, and
consolation to the sick apprenticed labourers in this colony.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Copy.

Hap a complaint been preferred before Mr. Killock involving any question of want of
hospitals accommodation (which the employer is bound to provide), 1 am of opinion that

Mr. Killock would have had jurisdiction in such a case, and would have hada tight of

entry to investigate the complainst, but I do not think that “ ex mere mortu,” Mr. K. can
enter upon the plantations and demand admittance as a matter of right into the hospitals.
The Attorney-general craves leaves to refer his Excellency to the 6, 7 & 8 sections of the

Ordinance (No. 43) for the government of apprenticed labourers.

(signed) § Henry Gloster, Attorney-general.
grd August 1835.

 

— No. 241. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 Dec. 1835.

I nave received your Despatch dated the 12th October last, requesting that an
Order may be made by His Majesty in Council to enable the special magistrates,
clergymen and others, to visit hospitals on the various plantations of British

Guiana. I accordingly transmit to you an Order which was made for that purpose

by His Majesty in Council on the 31st instant.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 242, —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smith to Lord Glenelg,
dated Camp-House, Demerara, 28 Oct. 1835.

I ses to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the Report from the special

justices of this Colony for the month of September last. Your Lordship will

observe with pleasure the gradual but rapid diminution of punishments. In the

month of June last there were 2553; inJuly 208; in August 93; in Sept. 79. Inthe

present month I have every reason to hope and expect that the decrease will be

still more considerable, and that ultimately it will be only necessary to resort to

the whip as a degrading mode of punishment for the repression of thefts. The

certainty the labourers now have that their complaints will be looked into and (if

well-grounded) be redressed, has extinguished that sulky feeling which formerly led

them (under the impression of being debarred from all means of obtaining justice)

to neglect their work, and by so doing to render themselves liable to punishment.

There is a cheerfulness and a confident and contented carriage amongst the

‘labourers aud their families, which cannot escape the most superficial observer.
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QUESTIONS.
DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division,

Captain Baring Bond, x. wn.
Western Divisron.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and

cheerful ?

Not generally so. Generally. I have visited
nine estates in the district
during the month, (names
given).

I have visited 27 estates
during the month, (names
given).

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will ?

Not generally so. I have
visited the hospitals on 14
estates (names given), on all
which the patients appear
contented, and have all that
is required for their health
and comfort.

In general. The disposition
to neglect their labour upon
slight and frivolous pretences
occasionally evinces itself,

The labourers have per-
formed their work well, with
the exception of two estates.

 

3. Hag the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes—
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct?

The work has been per-
formed but reluctantly, ge-
nerally speaking.

The labour has not been
readily performed upon plan-
tation ‘Clonbrook,’ Messrs.
Rogers, proprietors; William
Shand, manager,

The work on plantation
‘Lusignan’ and plantation
‘ Success,’ has not been
readily performed; the for-
mer C. Spencer, ar attor-
ney; manager, T. C. Laud.

Stewart, Esq.,attorney ;
manager, R, Mackenzie, the
latter.
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4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law ?

Generally speaking, they
referworking seven and a
alf hours; as many perform

task-work as take the seven
and a half hours.

Task-work is almost in-
variably chosen by the ap-
prenticed labourers, They
sometimes prefer, however,
to labour the seven and a half
hours. The apprenticed la-
bourers on Plantation ‘Grove’
have entered into a contract
to perform task-work.  Task-work is generally re-

sorted to in this district.
On a few estates the Ja-

bourers prefer working the
seven and a half hours.

 

5. What are the working
‘ours most generally in use
im your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
Pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of the
day, and then to complete their
seven hours and a half in the
afternoon, (by which division|of their labour they have little
or no time to themselves)—if
yes, have the goodness to
name the estates, proprietors
oF attornies, and the managers,

166,—II.
 The hours are, beginning
at seven, a.M., working the
seven and a half hours off,
or coming in at 11, A.M.;
just as they please them-
selves,  The hours of labour in

most general use (when task-
work is not resorted to) is
from seven to eleven o'clock,
A.M., and from one o'clock to
half-past four, p.at.; this is
the case upon five estates,
(names given).

 
The labourers commence

work at seven o’clock in the
morning, and go on until
they finish. On no estate
were they compelled to lay
by in the middle of the day.  
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September 1635.] DISTRICT (C)
DISTRICT (D,)

Town. RIvER. Urrer River. Captain Allen,

W. J. Brittain, Esq., (acting.) Captain Delafons, R.N. George Ross, Esq.

 

”

They are so, and the num- Yes, generally; with some
few exceptions. I have visited

 

 

 

In general they are. I have
visited the hospitals on seven

Yes, very generally, Ig.
spected

 

.; | ber of complaints both by S visite a Th the hospitals af
them and against them are| five estates in the district estates, (names given). e twelves estates (names given)

§ diminishing considerably. (names given) during the apprenticed labourers, so far| during the month. I also ¥.
3 , month. as I can ascertain, are in| sited ten estates and on
& ’ general contented. wood-cutting establishmen,S

(names given), on very fewofs
which were any compleiny

= made by employers or en.s
ployed, and the apprentica& in most places seemed co,
tented and happy.

>
a From the remark’ made to Generally ; with some ex- With as much alacrity and Yes; in a very few ip
.§| the former question, I think| ceptions at ‘Honston’, which | good will as might reason-| stances excepted.
‘3| it may be presumed that they| by promptness and firmness| ably he expected from peuple
&| are oing atwork with T have stopped. circumstanced as they are.

increased alacrity and gooae: will,

g
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This question does not ap-
ply to the town.

Generally, no. At ‘ Hons-
ton,’ on the 8th September, |
had forty-four females brought
before me for neglecting
duty. Idirected those that
did not perform a due pro-
portion of work to be locked
up at night; the next day
eight ran away; went and  On plantation ¢ Little Dia-

mond,’ ‘ Friendship,’ and
‘Garden of Eden,’ the work
has been unwillingly per-
formed.

complained to his Excellency, and on the 12th Sep-
tember I had the same gang nearly, of forty females,
brought before me for doing still Jess work than
before September 8th. I selected three of the ring-
leaders, sent them to the tread mill, and directed the
rest to be locked up for ten nights. Two days after
the entire gang performed (and still continue) ninety
roods every day; they were released directly, but
only three of the original deserters have as yet re-
turned.

The workhas:not bea
readily performed by partd
the gang during the mont
on plantation ‘La Grange
Mr. Vifthins, attorney; D.
Webster, manager. Ther
has latterly, however, bent
disposition to improvemet
on this estate.  
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The greater number of la-
bourers in this town are do-

r

 They work seven and a half
hours per day, as fixed by law.

mestics, who work during any hours when required.
Tradesmen, porters and the like, work for nine hours.
This is often the case with them, and also with domestics,
although they are registered preedial unattached, of
which circumstance they first become acquainted when it
comes out in evidence taken in this office, on complaints,
or when threatened to be turned into the field.

Task-work is for the most
part tesorted to.

—
The performance of act

tain quantity of work, a!
task, is generally resorted,
but without any actual cat
tract to that effect.

a
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Tradesmen in this town
generally rest from eleven
till one o’clock, and this is
with their own wish and
consent.  

From seven, a.m. to half-
past two, P.M, generally.
‘There are upon the several
estates several women who
do not go with the gang to
work, but go later; conse-
quently, are later in the field
than others. But this is their
own act, not being obliged to
do so, and is considered an
accommodation to them-
selves,  

The working-hours most
generally in use are from
seven to half-past two.  Working-hours from se

till eleven, and onetohi!
past four; or from seven!

twelve, and one tohalf-p#
three, in cases where no sf
cific work is accepted of
quired. Task-work, the
bourer begins about seven;
ends from one tofour,acco”
ing to circumstances; the?
prentices. in the latter ad
resting for short inter 4
when they individually thi
proper. On no estate are! ef
compelled to lay by two ho
in the middle of the day:
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

on three estates(names given)

and the labourers appear well
found in every respect. They
arecontented, civil and cheer-
ful.

I have visited the hospitals They are. I have visited
the hospitals upon 22 planta-
tions on Leguan, 1g planta-
tions on Waakenhaam, and 3
plantations on Hog Island,
composing the whole of the
estates in this district.

They are very generally so.
I have visited 19 estates and
the hospitals thereon. ‘ Hoff
Van Aurich’ is the only
estate in this district upon
which the hospital is insuffi-
cent. At present, however,
they have but few sick ; and
I am infurmed that a new
hospital is to be erected.

Yes; except on three or
four estates.

I have visited 10 estates
(names given) and the hospi-
tals thereon.

 

Generally throughout the
district. If an exception could
be made, it would be to plan-
tation ‘Waller’s Delight ;’
but the‘number of Jabourers
on the estate does not ex-
ceed60. Mr. Joseph Beete,
manager.

Perfectly so. With the exceptions here-
after stated,

. Yes; except on three or
four estates.

 

None of any consequence. No, On plantation ‘Spring Gar-
den,’ Mr. Benjamia,proprie-
tor; A.C. ‘Frotz, manager;
and ‘Hibernia,’ Mr, Holmes,
attorney; E. M. William,
manager, the work was un-
willingly performed bya cer-
tain number of the labourers
for a short time in the begin-
ning of the month; but the
cause having been investi-
gated, and the defaulters pu-
nished, the work is now well
performed.

  

 

Yes; plantation * Rich-
mond,’ Charles Bean, Esq.
proprietor; John Prunnon,
manager. Plantation‘Wal-
ton Hall,’ John Lane, Esq.
attorney; B. V. Hodgson,
manager. Plantation ‘ Bet-
ter Success,’ Messrs. Chand-
ler and Evans, attornies ;
Philip Hughes, manager.
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Task-work, Task-work is general, and Task-work is very gene- Task-work is generally re-
preferred by the labourers. | rally resorted to, and pre-| sorted to in this district.

" ferred.

 

The bell rings on most of
estates at 7 a. m., and the

labourers usually remain un-
til their task is finished. 
266,11,

  Upon no estate are the
labourers compelled to lay by
in the middle of the day.
They work ag they like. The
hours are from six and seven
to one, two, three, four, five
and six, according to cir-
cumstances and the bar-
gain made  Labourers go to work at

half-past six or seven, and
finished at their option. There
is no estate in this district
upon which they are compel-
led to lay by during the mid-
dle of the day.

  Generally from 7 4. m. to
22.mM. There are no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question
applies.  
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September 1835.]

DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir,Esq,
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1.

Generally they are. Dur-
ing the month I have visited
every estate in the district;
on some two or more times,
and most of the hospitals.

\

Yes, generally. Visited
five estates (names given.)

Mem.—The death of Mr.
Stewart, Special Justice of
this district, accounts for no
Report having been received.

I have visited all the ¢.
tates during the month; th
labourers are generally civi,
‘contented and cheerful,
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f Yes, generally; excepting
on Mr. Blair’s estate, where
an inquiry has been going on
during the month,

 

In most instances. Yes, with few exceptions,

 
\

No; except the above-
mentioned estate, which I

On plantation ¢ Friends,’
Wm. Forsyth, proprietor; J.

No.
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4.

ferred by the labourers,

attribute to the excitement| Forsyth, manager.
caused by the inquiry.
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Yes; it is generally pre- Yes, — A specified portion ofwot
is usually allotted to
labourer.

areeemaet

 

ns
we

rs
to

Qu
es

ti
on

5.

From 7 a.m. to half-past
2, and generally optional
whether they rest or not dur-
ing their task-work.  From 7 a. M. till the day’s

labour is finished.  Work is generally co
menced about sevel,

the labourers return wi!
they have performed t#
portion of specified work: 
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)

 

Easrern Division.

Captain Baring Bond, n,n.
Western Division,

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M, Lyons, Esq.

 

6, Do the labourers on any

estate in your district per-
form extra labour for hire?

If yes, name the estates, the
rate of wages for extra work,

and state how and when the
payments are made, and if

extra work is not performed
for wages, state if reasonable

wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

Yes, several, according to
last report,

The apprenticed labourers
employed in the manufacture
of sugar, invariably perform
extra labour for hire, earning
from six bits to two guilders
per week, which is paid either
upon demand, or at periods
understood and approved of
by the apprenticed labourers.
No offer has been made to
employfield-labourers beyond
the seven and a half hours.

In the manufacture ofsugar
the labourers work for hire,
at the rate of two stivers per
hour. Payments monthly.

 

4. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist au-
thority, by force, in your dis-
trict? If there have been
any, name the estates on
which such occurrences have
taken place.

None. None. On plantation ‘ Success,’
four apprenticed labourers
ran away from the constables,
-and would not return when
I ordered them.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
osition having been mani-

fested by any ofthe labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute
it to any combination or con-
piracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

None. Complaints have been made
only with respect to a few
idle and disorderly appren-
tices,

I certainly think, from the
conduct of the apprenticed
labourers on plantation ‘Lu-
signan,’ that they have com-
bined not to perform their
work, The other complaints
are with respect to the idle
and disorderly, and what must
naturally happen in so large
& population.
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g. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and of their children
at school, been regular and
to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict?

As per last report ; an an-
nual meeting of the Wesley-
an Missionary Branch So-
ciety was held on the goth
ultimo, at half-past six,P.m.,
at the Mahaica chapel.

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation afforded at the Ma-
haica church; that of their
children at school has been
means of instruction open to
mission-house at Mahaica.

The attendance of the Ja-
bourers at church has been
very good, and children at
the Sunday school.

fully equal to the only
them, at the Wesleyan

 

10. Have you, individually
48a magistrate, been under
the necessity of ordering pu-
nishment by whipping durin
the preceding month ?—and,
if answered in theaffirmative,
state the number of delin-
quents so punished, and the
extent of punishment award-
ed in each case.

Two; one, 25 stripes; one,
of 15.

One, 12 stripes. Ten; eight, 25 stripes
each; two, 20 stripes each.

 

11, Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in au-
thority over the preedial la-
bourers been fined or other-
Wise punished by the court
over which you preside dur-
ing the precedin
any labourer orfa

 None.

month, for misconduct towards
bourers? Have there been any

instances of the labourers having been detained at
work beyond the legal hours ?—and, in such case, has

€ 1%. sterling per hour for each individual labourer
been levied 2

166,—II,  None,  One manager fined 11
sterling, for striking an ap-
prenticed labourer. Fine
paid.  



 

 

i

 

 

 

76 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

September 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
DISTRICT (D.)

Town. River. Urrzr River. Captain len,

W. J. Brittain, Esq., (acting.) Captain Delafons, B. N. George Ross, Esq.

oo rman

This question does not ap- None. Extra work for hire is ge- Extra work for hire is pe.
ply to this town. Many | nerally, throughout this dis- | formed on 16 sugar estats
tradesmen work in their own trict, performed about the| (names given)about the build.

«o| hours for themselves or for buildings ; but there is no es-| ings; some from twoto fo
§| hire. tate on which there is a re-| guilders weekly, and othen
3 gular demand, on the part of| from one to two bits per day,
s the employers, for extra field| or one to three guilders pe
go) work, Plenty of labourers | week, On 17 coffee estaty
2 ) are to be had, at the rate of| at the present time (during
‘ two bitts a head for the after-|crop) the labourers perform
3 noon, wherever the manager| extra work for hire, at on
= and overseers are people of a| bit per basket picked, &,
N reasonable character. Payments variable, generally

made when the sum di
amounts to a joe, or half,

L joe, &c.

*| Nothing like violent resist- None. At plantation ‘¢ Friend- There have been three in
‘-$| ance, in this town, is known ship,’ the manager has shewn| dividual instances of insul-
§| amongst the apprenticed la- some symptoms of insubor-| ordination on differentestae,

cy] bourers. They, on the con- dination. but none meriting particule
&| trary, appear daily to feel in- notice. Not any attempt t
*| creased confidence in the resist authority by force, hs
$| protection afforded them by occurred.
& the law.
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All complaints against ap-
prenticed labourers for idle-
ness or absence from work
have been isolated, in no
case giving grounds to sus-
pect combination; and these
offences are decreasing.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, I attribute
it to the idle and disorderly;
particularly at Honston this
month; those sent to the
tread-mill, and those at pre-
sent absent, are and have
been very idle, and I deem
them the instigators of the
late affairs. At present the
gang work well.

There has been no regular
combination or gonspiracy.

The instances above a
luded to had no reference
the gang. They were th
acts of three disorderly a-
prentices.
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Eight: three, 15 stripes’
each; four, 10 stripes each;
one, eight stripes.

Yes.

Three: one, 10 stripes*;
one, 15 stripes; one, 24
stripes*.

* Two most notorious cha-
racters; the fifth time each
has been before me.

The attendance at church
and school has been regular,
but I think there is room for
improvement in the system
of education.

tendance of their child
during the same period.

The attendance of the ly
bourers at St. Mark’s chur
(where divine service wi
only performed once during
the month) was equal to tle
accommodation, The a

ren at school has diminished

 

Two; 14 stripes each. None.

al
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None.

v
e
e
”

me
me

.  None.  The manager of plantation
¢ Friendship, has been fined
for not supplying their al-,
lowance to 25 apprenticed
labourers, and having refused
to pay a fine of 101, to
which | adjudged him, for il-
legally confining an appren-
ticed labourer in the stocks,
1 committed him to gaol for
three weeks,

One manager has bed
fined for having withheld {ros
an apprentice the allowantt
of provisions directed by law.

Some employers and other

have compromised assault

(after being complained af)

without their being brougt
to trial. There have been™

instances of the labour

having been detainedatwork

beyond the legal hours.
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.
 

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman,

 

such
boile:

rate

weekly in silver,

na

Only about the buildings;
as engineers, firemen,

rmen,&c.; they are paid
Average

for extra labour about
two stivers per hour.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers perform extra work
for hire: upon some the whole
gang is paid; upon others,
only the people about the
buildings. The wages are
from one bit to three guilders
per week.

Extra labour for hire is
very generally resorted to:
the wages are from a guilder
to a guilder and a half a day,
according to the work they
are employed at, and they
are usually paid monthly,

Yes, on.almost all the
estates, at the rate of from
three to six guilders perweek ;
paid weekly when change can
be procured, or monthly.

 

None. None. None, except individual
cases of smal] importance,

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination,
but no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

 

idle
tices,

Only with respect to a few
and disorderly appren-

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints have
been made.

arising from a silly notion, on one estate, that provided they remained
in the field during the hours prescribed by law, the quantity or the
quality of the work performed was immaterial: on the other, where
aturday is allowed, that they are not bound to work for more than

Mild measures were tried without74 hours the other five days.
effect; I was compelled to resort to severity, and the work is now

With respect to the latter
only, except on the two estates
already mentioned, where a
combination, but not extend-
ing to the whole, existed in There have been some in-

stances of conspiracy, and
many complaints against idle
and disorderly apprentices, the beginning of the month,

well performed on both estates.
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Mr. Scott’s church is well The schools are well at- As regular as usual, and to Yes,
attended, also the school. tended, and tbe churches| the full extent.
The Rev. W. Harman has| are always filled. There is

for the’last month performed| not sufficient accommodation
divine service at plantation | in the churches for the la-
LaHogue,’ and to a large| bourers in the district. There
cougregation. is no church on Hog Island.

one, 25 stripes. Two, 25 stripes each. two, 30 stripes each. one, 142 stripes.
Sevens four, 20 ditto each. one, 35 = two, 15 —_ each.

two, 15 ditto each. four, 20 — each. 18 <three, 20 — ~ each.
até five, 45 — each. eleven,25 —- each.

one, 15&20. one, 30 — _ each.
three, 12 stripes each.
five, 10 — each.

q

Yes, two have been fined No. Three persons in authority No.

ing 5 
16

3. each; 12. has been paid
to complainant, the remain-

L. has been paidto the
ColonialReceiver-general.  

CIT,
 
over the predial labourers
have been punished for mis-
conduct towards them; two
of whom have been fined, aud
the other, having refused to
pay the penalty, has been
committed to the colony gaol
for one month. There has
been no instance of the latter,
but a complaint to that effect
was preferred; proved un-
founded.

   



78 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

 

September 1835.]

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

anette,

DISTRICT (M)

J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

 

r

Occasionally on the sugar
estates. The boilermen and

firemen perform extra labour

All persons employed about
the buildings, on sugar estates,
receiving about three guilders

Mem.—The death of Mr.
Stewart, special justice of this

district, accounts for no report

—Lie,

A considerable quantity 9
estate labour for bire has bea
performed at plantation ‘ Ska.

 

  

  Tt has.

«|fo hire; the wages vary;| per week. having been received. dony not much elsewher,

paid weekly, or when asked The rate of wages has vari
§ y

1 g arial

3S for. according to the nature of ty

$ work,

CO!

2

5
8
=

Xx

= No. No. — No. _

&
$
oe)
£|
z
sl

Only of a few of the idle} Not. — No.

. | and disorderly I have had any
©| complaint made.

3
$
3

oS

3

5

x

2
Yes. —_— The attendance at chut

has been as regulargsunit
present circumstances
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expected.

5
2
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st —_—
S| One, 15 stripes. one, 25 stripes. — One, 20 stripes

8 Two {ones go CU Two One, 15°

3
e
=|
5
8
=

\

eet

No. No complaint. —_— No.
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DISTR ICT(A)
 

QUESTIONS.
Eastern Drvisron.

Captain Baring Bond, Rr. x.
Western Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

12, Have any complaints

been preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-

ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subject?
In the event ofany complaints

having been made to you,
have you carefully investi-
gated into the matters and

caused justice to be rendered
to the parties as fur as it was
in your power? State the
number and the nature of
the complaints, which may
havebeen preferred to you in
general terms.

Several reports through
the high sheriff, which 1 have
inquired into, and reported
thereon.

Complaints have been made
by the apprenticed labourers
of plantation ‘Cove’ re-
specting the issue of clothing
and their houses.. A docu-
ment was shown to me by the
manager, by which it appear-
ed that the clothing trans-
mitted had not been suffi-
cient for the people, but that up the deftciency f
steps had been taken to make

orthwith; I have allowed 14
days for this purpose. The manager also stated
troolies and lumber had already been sent for,
which he expected immediately. I allowed a
month for this purpose; the people expressed
themselves satisfied with the arrangement.

I had 10 complaints from
the apprenticed labourers,
respecting being turned out
of the hospitals, but have
carefully investigated the
matter, and have always
found thein reported fit for
duty in the hospital journal
signed by the medical at-
tendant of the estate.

  

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the
estates in your district been
bound apprentices during
the last month? If yes,
name the estates upon which
such occurrences have taken
place, and state if the trans-
actions were with the free
consent and approbation of
the parents of the children.
_—_..

None. None. None.

  
 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and  is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains, issued for them? or are they fed
out of the allowance due to their parents? When their
mothers are at work in the field, is a womanespecially
appointed to take care of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage of the medical assistance
and hospital treatment ofthe estate in the same manner
as when they were in a state of slavery ?

On most estates in my dis-
trict, the free children are
treated as heretofore when
in a state of bondage.

The young children receive
the same treatment as when
in a state of slavery, with the
exception of those of planta-
tion ‘Cove’ who are not al-
lowed fish, and those ofplan-
tation ‘ Dochfour’ and ‘ Clon-
brook,’ whose parents have
beenallowed provisiongrounds
and 40 days in the year for
cultivating them.

 

. 15. On how many estates
In your district are schools es-
tablished ? Name the estates,
Proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

The children are fed and
taken care of; allowed women
to take care of them when
their mothers are at work in
the field, and the advantage
of medical assistance and
hospital treatment of the es-
tate, in the same manner as
when they were in a state of
slavery.
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None; there is a metho-
dist school at Mahaica Ferry,
which the children of the
neighbouring estates attend.

None, There has been no increase
or decrease of schools since
my former report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to ‘the
leutenant-Governor, con-

nected with the peace, tran-
guillity and happiness of theistrict under your superin-
tendence? |ame, f yes, state the

 

 
A general feeling to evade

work on any pretence what-
ever amongst the female ap-
prentices in particular. In
many cases they prefer being
locked up at once, and on
the whole are more refrac-
tory than the men.

(signed) TZ. B. Bond,
6 8. J. P.

(signed) K. Heyland,
8 8. J. P.  I am happy to inform your

Excellency, that the attorney
of plantation ‘ Enterprize’
allows the medical attendant
aszistance to the free children
without any remuneration on
the part of the apprenticed
labourer, so that on every
estate in this district the free
children are attended by a
medical man. The district is
quiet and tranquil.

igned) A. M. Lyons,
Cisne’) Sd.  
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

September 1835.] DISTRICT (CC)

Town. RIveEr. Upper River.

W..J. Brittain, Esq. (acting.) Captain Delafons, x. N. George Ross, Esq.
Captain J. A. Allen,

 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

12
.

a

One for an assault, but
which was not proved. Cases
of this nature always receive
peculiar attention and are
narrowly investigated.  

Harman, apprenticed la-
bourer, complained that his
master had not given him his
clothes. I inquired into it,
and discovered every article
had been given to him as
stated in the regulation, about
six weeks previous. This
complaint was dismissed upon
Harman's promising to make
up the lost labour of three
days.

_nager for assault.

 

One has been preferred by
a labourer against a ma-

One by a
Jabourer, bred a mechanic,
against a manager for mal-
treatment and sending him
‘to do field work. Two from
old women against their
managers for harsh usage.
One from the mother of an
infant against a manager for
maltreatment of herself and
child. One from a labourer
against a manager for ille-

gally confining him in the stocks. Some of these
complaints have been already investigated, and
they are still in progress,

|

Twenty complaints hay
been preferred. All hay
been inquired into, settled «
redressed, as far as was pry.
dent or practicable,
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None. None. None. None.

 

Most opulent employers
feed the free infant children.

The children are fed from
the stores of the estates gra-

The children have every-
where medical attendance

neo

The children are most
fed by an allowance of st 
   
 

<x | Many of the poorer class| tuitously, and women are and nurses, except in one in-| fish and plantains issued t0

=| throw this burden on the|specially appointed to take| dividual instance. They have| the mothers. When ey
-S| mothers. care of the young children,| also for the most part extra| young, it is usual to give!

z Children when unwell are ad-| allowance of fish and plan-| little rice, barley or sugarit

& mitted freely into the hos-| tains;.the only exceptions| lieu. A woman is appointe:

° pitals, and taken very great| are at plantations ‘Prosperity,’{ to take care of thei whet

pe care of. ‘ Littie Diamond,’ ‘Friend-| their mothers are at wotl,

& ship’ and ‘ Garden of Eden.’ | who is exempted from othe
& duty, if their number be co

x siderable. They are reportt
to receive the advantage d’
medical treatment. !

s |

| Not applicable to this town. * Rome and Honston.’ There are two schools, one Schools are established,

cy| Many and increasing oppor- at plantation ‘Perseverance’| instruction given on sev
> | tunities are however offered the ther the parish school at| estates (names given.)

“={ to apprenticed labourers to © Peter’s Hall’
§ | have their children instructed,
5 both on Sundays and week
<| days, in this town. |

|
=

—aee

The females on the estates Nil. The welfare ofthe appr
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.

(signed) JV. J. Brittain,
8. J.P.   of ‘Reumveld’ and ‘La

Penitence’ are becoming or-
derly, although they on the
former estate do not perform
their portion of work, but as
compiaints are not made I
cannot notice it. On ‘La
Penitence,’ they appear to
work very fairly, and I hope
on ‘Honston’ the next
month’s report may be more
satisfactory.

Thos. Delafons,
J.P.

{signed)  (signed) George Ross,
S. J. P. tices, in a religious as well}

a moral point of view, ™
be promoted by a resides

clergyman in the parish
St. Mark and that of§
Swithen, At St. Mark’sé
vine service has been Pt
formed four times 10
months,

(signed) J. A. fi
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 81
 

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

 

None, except the above. No. Six complaints of this kind
have been preferred ; five for
unlawful imprisonment, and
one against a superintend-
ant (or driver) for an assault.
‘They were all carefully investi-
gated. Threewereproved, and
the parties punished as before
stated. The other three were
without foundation. There
was also a complaint against
an employer, for not pro-
viding due medical attend-
ance, in‘a case of sickness,
which likewise turned out to
be wholly unfounded.

No.

 

None. None have been thus bound. No.

 

On plantations ‘ Hague,’
‘Groenveldt,’ and ‘Met en
Meerzorg,’ no food or doc-
tor. On ‘Anna Catherina,’
‘Vrees en Hoop’ and ‘ Wil-
liam and Best,’ doctor al-
lowed, but no food. No
change has taken place on
the other estates since the
commencement of the ap-
Prenticeship, All the estates
allow nurses when the mo-
thers are at work.

Upon the whole of the es-
tates the children are treated
as formerly, with the excep-
tion of * Success,’ where
nothing is done for them, and
upon ‘ Vertrower’ and ‘ Belle-
field,’ where they get no al-
lowance, though the doctor
attends tothem. Mr. Jones
is proprieter of Success, and
Mr. Bonnall of Vertrower
and Bellefield.

The children are treated
and taken care of in every
respect in the same manner
as when they were in a state
ofslavery.

The same as before, and
no complaints.
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_On six estates, (names, &c.
given.)  There is a school on Meer-

zog, of which Mr. Bishop is
attorney, and one between

Waterloo and Mayville, Mr. Noble attorney and
proprietor; and one between ‘ Endeavour’ and
‘ Enterprise,’ Mr. M‘Rae attorney and proprietor.

On four, (names, &c.
given.) There are several
others on the point of being
established.

On one plantation, ‘ Anna
Regina” — Stewart, esq.,
attorney; Robert Mackay,
manager.

   Nil,(igned) Spry Bartlett,
S.J. P.

166, ~JI,
 

Labourers frequently speak
to me about their houses;
but, according to the present
law, a magistrate can hardly
interfere. It is certainly an
anomaly to think that the
master is compelled to find
his labourer with a bed, and
yet not compelled to make

his house habitable.

(signed) Geo. Killock,
5. J.P.  The labourers, particularly

since the middle ofthe month,
have worked assiduously, and
the district continues in a
state ofthe most perfect tran-
quillity.

siened) George Ball,
(signed) George oP.  Tt would promote the hap-

piness of the apprenticed la-
bourers, and increase their
confidence in me, if I were
empowered to recover smal]
debts.

signed) homas Co’eman,
(signed) 8. J.P.  
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DISTRICT (1.) DISTRICT (K.)
DISTRICT (L.)

DISTRICT (M,)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

 

 

  
Two complaints have beg

preferred ; both frivolous ay
vexatious.

  

 

No.

 

On three estates the cil
dren are fed out of thei
lowance due to their paren
On the others they are fl
gratuitously from the sus
of the estates. On all, w
men are specially appoiutd
to take care of the childre,
and they have the advanug
of medical assistance wl
hospital treatment.

  None. Theschools whit

were at Skeldon and Bia
and Mary have been git
up.

 

George Rose, Esq. John Mac Leod, Esq.

One man, John Brittain, One complaint, found to Mem.-—Thedeathof Mr.
complained of being locked| be false. Stewart, special justice of
up in the hospital of plant- this district, accounts for no

_| ation ‘Balthayock,’ by his Report having been received.
©| manager: on carefully in-
s| vestigating into the matter,
‘=| I found it to be a malicious
S| complaint.
eG
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: No. No. _—
=
s

:S
B
3
ec
g \

”

3
wy

2
x

\

;
Generally the same as be- Children taken care of in —_—

fore the ist of August. the same manner as when in
= a state of slavery.

x
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3
3
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x

|.

% On almost all the estates On three estates, (names, —.
oe there are schools among the| &c. given).

labourers themselves, and on
°
| several there are teachers

=| engaged, and those at the
& places ofpublic worship,

x

. Nil, Having been engaged all —
ve) last month on plantation
2 ¢ Blairmourt, I have not
3 visited many estates in the
© district; merely those near
Qo. town,2.

£

& .< (signed) J. Macleod, (signed) George Rose,
S.J. P 8. J.P.  

(True extracts from the Reports of the Special Justices.)

H.W. Ridley, Private Secretaty:

Nil.

(signed) J. 0.Lockhart H 
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~~ No. 243. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp-House, Demerara, 11 November 1835,
I rake the liberty, with every respect, to lay before your Lordship, and, as

I trust for your approbation, a copy of a confidential circular letter, which I have
deemed it necessary to address to the special justices of this colony, in which their
attention is called to several points of considerable importance to the welfare of
the apprenticed labourer, and as regards the furtherance of that reciprocal good
understanding between the planter and the labourer, so essentially necessary for
the permanent interests and happiness of both parties. I am happy to be able to
state that the commencement and progress of a much better feeling than hitherto
has existed is distinctly visible.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

CIRCULAR AND CoNFIDENTIAL.

Sir, Guiana Public Buildings, g November 1835,
In all cases in which the infliction of corporal punishment may be unavoidable, and a

special justice may be under the absolute necessity of directing the same, the punishment
must take place in the presence and under the superintendence of the justice by whose
authority itis awarded. Upon all such occasions the special justice will pay particular
attention to the description and nature of the instrument made use of ; and which must, in
every particular, correspond with the sealed pattern deposited with the several sheriffs and
in the gaols. In some recent cases which have come before me, it has appeared that the
offenders have been sent, after having been condemned bya special justice, to the estates
to which they were severally attached, to be punished on those estates, under the super-
intendence of the managers.
Such proceedings are irregular. The mode prescribed in the first of this paragraph is to

be scrupulously attended to in future. The lash is, however, (as repeatedly enjoined,) only
to be resorted to in the case of hardened offenders, with whom every milder species of
puaishment has been found to be of no avail.

2. I have further to draw the attention of the epecial justices to the power they possess,
under the 13th section of the th chapter of the Ordinance No. 43, of fining to the extent of
201, and ofimprisoning to the extent of one month, in default of the payment of such fine,
any employer of an apprenticed labourer who shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the
stocks or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed labourer. As doubts have been expressed
by legal gentlemen whether, under this enactment, the manager can be legully proceeded
against, it will be advisable that the question should for the present not be agitated, and
the more so as, under the 3d section of the 2d chapter, the manager is clearly liable to a
fine of § 1. when convicted of any violation of the Ordinance. Iam therefore desirous that
in all cases in which a special justice may have to fine a manager or overseer, such fine
should be inflicted under the gd section of the 2d chapter of the Ordinance No. 43.

It will be safer to refer cases which may require a heavier punishment than 5 /. to the
supreme court, and which can always be done by transmitting the particulars, supported by
the necessary affidavits, to the Attorney-general. .

[ shall take the earliest opportunity of endeavouring to get the law amended; but, until
that is done, the safest plan will be to adopt the course I have recommended. .

3- The next point to which I wish to draw the attention of the special justices, is to the
occasional difference of opinion between the managers and the apprenticed Jabourers as to
the quantity of work to be performed by the latter. I beg to refer the special justices to
the 6th article of their printed instructions of the ist August 1834, and to the secondpara-
graph of the third head of the Report of the 29th May 1834, marked B., attached to their
instructions. The special justices will perceive, by reference to the 6th article of their
Instructions, that they are the sole and legitimate judges as to the diligence or idleness of
the labourer, and that the scale of labour proposed by the committee of planters, to whom
it was referred to compile one, is to be considered as a desirable document in aid of the
experience and observation of the special justice; and not as a code of rules never to be
departed from.
The special justices will further bear in mind that, as stated in the paragraph of the

Report already quoted, the scale of work submitted by the planters was considered by them
as applicable to effective labourers. The special justices, in all disputes about the quantity
of work exacted from the apprenticed labonrers, are required to keep the principles I have
explained in view, and to frame their decisions accordingly. °

' 4. There are a few estates, and I am happy to be able to say that there are only a few,
on which attempts are still made to harass the lubonrers, and to prevent their deriving any

166.—II., benefit
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benefit from that portion of the day which now legally belongs to them, by either calling

upon them to work morning and evening and to lay by in the middle of the day, or else by

unnecessarily dividing the whole of them into spells, and compelling the spells to relieve

each other at short stated periods. ; i

The remedy to these and all similar abuses is very simple, and is in the hands of the

special justice. The law enjoins the performance of seven and a half hours of labour per

day by every preedial labourer; but is silent as to the time when.the work is to commence,

or when to finish. The plain and straightforward meaning and intent of the law is, how-

ever, that the apprentice labourer is to have a certain proportion of each day at his own

disposal, for his own benefit, All measures tending to deprive him of this advantage are

hostile to the spirit and to the purport of the law, and must be resisted by the special

justices. The special justice can have nothing to do with the enforcement of the labour at

ours which ought to be at the disposal of the labourer. The labourers must afford seven

anda half hours of labour, or such an equitable extent of task-work as may be agreed upon

between them and the manager, daily to the estate. The special justice is not, however, to

suffer the hours of labour to be selected at the caprice of the employer or person acting for

him, so as wantonly and unnecessarily to harass the labourer. In these particulars the

special justice will exercise his own judgment, taking care, on the one side, that the estate
derives the legal advantage of the seven and a half hours of daily labour ‘the labourer is

bound to afford; and, on the other, protecting the labourer from all and every restraint or

compulsion beyond the performance of the work enjoined by law.

Lam, &c.

To each Justice of the Peace (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
in British Guiana.

 

— No. 244. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 January 1836.
I nave received your Despatch of the 11th of November last, enclosing instruc-

tions, dated the oth of that month, and marked “ circular and confidential,” which

you had addressed to the various special justices of British Guiana.
I have read those instructions with the attention due to the importance of the

subject, and I do not perceive in them any injudicious or objectionable regulation.

So far as it is possible for me to judge, at this distance from the colony, r regard

them as very well calculated to promote the great object you had in view ; that is,

to secure a firm, just and impartial administration of the law for the government of
apprenticed labourers.

 

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 245. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 11 Nov. 1835.
I vENTURE to express my hope that the accompanying Circular to the three

sheriffs of this colony, bringing, as it does, the transactions of the courts of inferior
criminal jurisdiction more immediately under the cognizance of the Governor; and
affording facilities for the extension of the King’s Royal Prerogative of mercy, in
cases in which it may be advisable that the clemency of the Crown should be
manifested, will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. I have in fact only

_ applied an acknowledged principle (already acted upon with respect to theKing’s
supreme criminal court in this province), to His Majesty’s inferior criminal court;
and in which latter courts an occasional perusal of their proceedings, and when
advisable, a remission of their sentences, cannot but be productive of generalgood.

2. In the district courts held for the trial of apprenticed labourers, i had already
acted upon the principle that the King could remit, either in part or in fotality, the
sentences of any of his criminal courts; and although my irregular interference (a3
it was called), created an angry excitement amongst the planters, yet I persevered,
and frained my directions to the special justices, who presided in these courts,

accor dingly
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accordingly. As these district courts are now done away with by His Majesty’s
Order in Council of and the power they possessed has been transferred
to the stipendiary special justices, I only allude to the circumstance to show that
T have constantly acted upon the principle I have referred to, and with the happiest
success.

T have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Crrcuxar to the Three Sheriffs.

Government Secretary’s Office, Guiana Public Buildings,
Sir, 14th October 1835.
Ar the conclusion of each session of an inferior criminal court, His Excellency requests

that a return may be transmitted to him of the names and stations in life of the several
prisoners who may have been tried, the particulars of the crime or offence of which each
may have been accused, and (if convicted) the nature and extent of the punishment awarded.
The return to be duly signed. by your Honor. His Excellency authorizes your Honor, in
all cases where corporal punishment may have been sentenced, to suspend the execution of
the same, and to report forthwith to the Lieutenant-Governor, whenever it may appear to
you that there are grounds for the extension of the King’s pardon.

I have, &c.
To his Honor George Bagot, (signed) H. E. F. Young,

High Sheriff. Government Secretary.

 

Governor’s Apartments, Guiana Public Buildings,
Sir, gth September 1835.
By virtue of the power and authority vested in me as His Majesty’s representative in

this province, I do hereby authorize you, or such special justice of the peace as shall in
your absence preside at any district court within your district, to suspend (whenever it may
appear to you or to such special justice to be advisable) the execution of any sentence
awardedby the said court of special justices; reporting to me without delay, and trans-
mitting at full length, the reasons by which you, or he, may have been induced to recom-
mend the offender as a fit object for the exercise of His Majesty’s unquestionable prero-
gative of the power of pardoning.

I have, &c.
To the Chairman of the District Sessions (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

of the Judicial District (A). -

 

—No. 246. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 11 January 1836.
1 HAVE received your despatch, dated the 11th of November last, enclosing the

eopy of a circular letter, addressed by you to the three sheriffs of British Guiana,
calling upon them to make periodical reports of all criminal cases upon which they
should be called to adjudicate ; and to bring under your special notice every such
case in which there may be an apparent ground for the exercise of the royal prero-
gative of mercy.

T do not find in the terms of these instructions anything to which I could object.
On the contrary, they appear to me to be correct in principle, and to afford the
Prospect of material advantage in the. dispatch of this branch of the public service.
If I do not express a decided and unqualified approbation of the measure, it is
merely because I am not aware of the particular circumstances under which these
orders may have been promulgated, and because I cannot but remember, that a
proceeding of this nature may derive much of its significancy from the occasion,
Whatever it may have been, which gave it birth.

I have, &c.

signed Glenelg.166, (signed) ig:
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BRITISH
GUIANA. — No. 247. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 11 Nov. 1835.

No. 247 I Bec to lay before your Lordship, in the hopes that His Majesty will be
Ordi No, 6 graciously pleased to signify his royal approbation thereof, an Ordinance (No. 64),

printed inthe. + for the more speedy recovery of debts not exceeding the sum of 51. sterling. An
Appendix, No. 106, Ordinance to the above effect has been long wanted, and His Majesty’s approba-

tion of the same will be a great boon to the poorer classes of the community of
this province.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 248, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 January 1836.
No. 248 I wave received your Despatch, dated 11 November 1835, enclosing anOrdi-

o— rance passed by yourself, with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy of
British Guiana, entitled ‘* An Ordinance for the more speedy recovery of debts
not exceeding the sum of 5 /. sterling.”

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to confirm and allow this Ordinance.

I have, &c.

(signed) Gknelg.

 

—No. 249.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp-house, Demerara, 12 Nov. 1835.
No. 249. Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 22d July, 1 have the honour to lay

before your Lordship a precis of the reports from my 15 stipendiary justices for
the month of October.

T have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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EPITOME of the Monrury Reports from the Firtzen Srirewprary SpEciaL Justices in British Guiana,for the Month of October 1835.
  

5

 

QUESTIONS.
DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Drviston.

XK. Heyland, Esq.
Wesrerw Division.

C. J. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

1. Are the labourers in
your district civil, contented,
and cheerful ?

Not in general. I have
visited 17 estates.

They are so with the ex-
ception of a portion of them
on the ‘ Cove and John.’

Visited twenty-nine estates
(names given) during the
month.

 

2. Have they performed
their work during the last
wonth with alacrity and
good will?

The work has not been
generally done with good
will,

 

With the above exception,
they have.

  

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes—
have the goodness to name
the estate, the roprietor, or
his attorney,and the manager,
in order that an enquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

It has not been readily
performed on_ plantations
‘Spring Hall,’ John Jones,
attorney; Robert Trotman,
manager ;—‘ Helena,’ Geo.
Rainey, attorney ; W. Frazer,
manager ;—‘ La bonne Mere,’
G.C, Bell, attorney; K. M.
Sutherland, manager ;-‘ Good
Hope,’ John Douglas, attor-
ney; Peter Innes, manager;
—‘ Broom Hall,’ W. Booker,
attorney and manager.

The work has not been
willingly performed by the
gang employed on the ‘Cove
and John’ in tying and re-
lieving trash. The cane cut-
ters were troublesome at
first, but a few slight punish-
meuts, and a few severe repri-
mands, have had the desired
effect, and they are now doing
better. Mr, Hopkinson, pro-
prietor; and Mr. Black, ma-
nager.

  

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
Prefer working the 74 hours
per day, as fixed by law ?

Task-work is in general
voluntarily resorted to by the
apprenticed labourers; who,
however, occasionally prefer
the 74 hours.

Not generally. The labour-
ers prefer working the 7}
hours on the estates in my
district, with the exception
of those on ‘Chapman’s
Grove,’ where they are duing
task-work.

They have performed their
work with alacrity and good
will, on all the estates, with
the exception of four.

 

’On plantations ‘ Enterprise,
‘ Lusignam,’ ‘ Vryherd’s Lust,’
and ‘ Kitty,’ the work has not
been readily performed. The
first, — Grant, esq. attorney;
E. Lynch, manager ;—the
second, — Spencer, esq. ma-
nager and J. C. Lund ;—the
third is under sequestration,
George Rainy, esq. and A.
Simpson, esq. manager :—
D. Ross, the fourth, N. M.
Manger, esq. proprietor; J.
Durdier, manager.

 

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
mM your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of

¢day, and then to complete
Heir seven hours and a half
m the afternoon, (by which
Wvision of their labourtheyhavelittle or no time to them-

selves)—ifyes, have the good-
hess to name the estates, pro-
Prietors or attorneys, and theManagers,

166,—11,

When task-work is not re-
sorted to, the hours of labour
in most general use are from
seven to eleven, and one to
half-past four p.m, this is
the case on six estates; and
from seven to eleven, and half-
ast one to five o'clock, this

Is the case on five estates.
On plantation ‘Fellowsh’ and
‘ Farm,’ the forty-five hours
per week is performed in five
days and nine hours per day ;
as also by the labourers em-
ployed in Messrs. Rogers’
boat-building establishment.    The hours in use are from

seven to eleven, and from one
to half-past four. The names
of the estates are ‘Doch-
four, ‘Cove and John,’
*Ann’s Grove,’ ‘ Beehive.’
At Greenfield they work the
74 hours off, without resting
in the day, and the same is
the case at the ‘ Hope,’ and
at *Chapman’s Grove.’  From six o'clock to one

and two. On no estate are
the labourers compelled to
lay by for two or three hours
in the middle of the day.
There has been one instance
of the apprentice preferring
a division of labour, but this
only for a week or ten days.
They then resumed their la-
bour as usual,  
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October 1835. DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (acting.)

River.

Captain Delafons, 3.M.

Urrer RIver.

George Ross, Esq.

ee

DISTRICT (D)

Captain J. A. Allen,

 
 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

1.

i refer with pleasure to the
continued decrease, both in

corporal chastisements and |
the number of convictions,
as appears by the answer to
Question 10, as a proof of
the increasing good conduct
of the apprenticed labourers
in this town. To this ques-
tion, therefore, I can answer

in the affirmative.

Yes, generally, with some
exceptions. Five estates
(names given) have been vi-
sited this month.

In general they are. Ihave
visited ten estates and the
hospitals on them during the
month. Except on the plan-
tations indicated in No. 3,
the apprenticed labourers with
whom I have conversed ap-
pear to be contented.

|

Yes, with few exception,
I visited twenty-four estat
(names given) during th
month, on none ofwhich wer
any complaints made by the
apprenticed labourers, plu.
tation ‘ Maria’s Lodge et
cepted.

 
 

An
sw
er
s
to

Qu
es

ti
on

2.

.

On the ground above stated,
I can say that they have.

Generally they have—some
exceptions.

With as much alacrity and
| good will as might reasonably
be expected from people cir-
cumstanced as they are.

Yes, in most instances,

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

3.

( Not applicable to this town. No, generally. There are
idle apprentices, who have
been repeatedly brought be-
fore me for transgressions
and not performing their
duty, as will be seen by my
monthly reports of punish-
ments.

 

On plantations ‘Little
Drummond, ‘< Frienship’
and ‘Garden of Eden,’ the
work has been unwillingly
performed. I hope to be
able to erase plantation
‘Friendship’ from the list of
discontented estates in my
next Report ; but to counter-
balance that, some symptoms
of dissatisfaction begin to
manifest themselves on plan- |
tation ‘Profit,’ H. Dunkin,
manager; Arch, Macqueen,

| administrator,

 The work has not bee
readily performed for part of

-the month on _plantatin
*Maria’s Lodge,’ Mess.
Lane & Paul, attorneys; 1.
Johnson, manager; ‘Clan
tilly,’ A. Stevenson, propri
tor; C.H. Jones, manager.

 
|

|

|
  

An
sw
er
s

fo
Qu
es
ti
on

4. ( Few in this town work by
task. Most of them are do-
mestics, tradesmen, porters,
&e. and work for nine hours.

They work the 73 hours
per day, as fixed by law.

 

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

Task-work in almost evel]

instance, is resorted to.
labourers would gener]

prefer working 7}hours #
permitted to do so, witht
resting.

|
a

 

An
sw
er
s

fo
Qu

es
ti

on
5.  I have not heard of any

vexatious divisions of the
hours oflabour in this town.  From seven a.m. until half-

past 2 p.m. ‘There are some
few exceptions to the above
in females who repair to the
field later, consequently re-
main later.  Generally from seven. to

half-past two. On plantation
‘Profit?’ the manager has
again insisted on breaking
off the gang in the middle of
the day.

 
Labour usually commen®

at seven, and continues ut

a certain given quantity

work has been comple
with or without —restllt

Where no proper understatt

ing exists between employe
and employed on this subjet

the hours which I ‘have
down: for labour are1

seven to eleven o'clock,

from twelve to half:y
three ; being seven and a

hours.  



Ons,

alex

were
the
ane

rt of
tion
ast, 
‘lan.
prie
er

L

ever}

eral
a,
thou!

‘SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 89
 

DISTRICT (E.)}

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT: (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G,)

=

DISTRICT (H.)

 

George Ball, Esq. Captain Coleman,

have during the month Perfectlyso, Ihave visit- They arevery generally so. Yes, generally, I visitedvisited the hospitals on five| ed the hospitals of 22 estates |I have visited 11 estates, | 14estates (names given) and
estates, names given. The

apprenticed labourers appear
contented, cheerful and civil.

on Leguan, 19 on Waaken-
ham, and three on Ha
Island, comprising the whole
of the estates in this district.

 

names given, and the hospi-
tals thereon. The sick are
not numerous, and appear to
be well taken care of.

the hospitals thereon during
the month.

 

 

With very few exceptions, Yes, They have on every estate
the labourers have performed in this district.
their work with alacrity and
goodwill.

If an exception could be | No, The work has not been
made, I must name planta-
tion ‘Nouvelle Flandres ;’
but this is with respect on]
to the men employed haut-
ing the punts. A remedy
will be found by purchasing
oxen.

Mr. Lane, attorney.
Mr, Murray, manager.

unwillingly performed, on
anyestatein this district.

Yes, generally.

 

Yes, on plantation “Cale-
donia;’ the Hon. George
Rainey, attorney; John
M‘Pherson, manager.

 

 
 

Generally throughout the
trict.

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers,

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to and preferred.

 

 

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district. -

 

The bell rings on most
estates at seven, and the

ourers usually remain un-til their task is finished.

166.—I,
 The working ‘hours are
from about six to twelve, one,
two, three, four, five and six,
according to circumstances
and the bargain made. Upon
no estates are the labourers
compelled to lay by in the
middle of the day.  They go to work at half-

past six or seven, and finish
at their option. They are
not compelled to lay by in
the middle of the day on any
estate in this district.  Generally from 7 a. M. to

2~.M. There are no estates
in this district to which the
latter part of this question
applies.
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October 1835.]

DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq. (acting).

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq,

  

( Generally they are; during
the month I have been on

I consider they are at pre-
sent. I have visited every

During the month I have
visited 19 estates and their

I have visited all theestate,
except ‘ Eliza and

 

 

 
 

t
t
t

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
3.

L

Wm. Henry and P. N. Mac-
kay. Plantation ‘ New Fo-
rest,’ Richardson and Grim-
mond; Grimmond, manager.
Plantation ‘ Friends,’ Wil-
liam Forsyth; James Forsyth,
manager. The women on
plantation ‘Highbury ;’ J.
Alves; J. Junor, manager.

the best gangs they are idle
and indifferent characters, a8
may be seen from the pro-
ceedings during the month;
such of course excepted.

= every estate in the district;| estate in the district. No| hospitals (names, &c. given), | and ‘Skeldon,’ during th

.S| on some two, three and four| complaints were made. and have found the labourers | month. The labourers
%| times, and in most of the civil, tolerably contented and| general are civil, contents

& hospitals. cheerful. and cheerful.

34
2

3
2
Xx

Y

a Yes, generally. Generally. In general they have. Yes, with few exception,
=
3
$

$3
5
2
=
s \e

( No, except by a few. Plantation ‘ Lonsdale, ’ Generally it has not; in No.

 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
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ti

on
4.

o
e
,

{ Yes, it is generally pre-
ferred by the labourers.

It is. On no estate have
the labourers to work the
74 hours. On several estates
the Saturday in each week is
given.

Task-work is most generally
referred by the apprenticed
abourers; they work it dili-
gently, and in so doing are
early at home, some at one,
some at two o’clock.

A specified portionof wat
is usually allotted to eit
labourer.

earner
 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
5.

a

From 7 a.M. to half-past
two, and in many instances
as early as half-past twelve
or one o’clock, and generally
optional whether they rest or
not during their task.  From 7 a.m. till the day’s

labour is performed.  As the labourers in general
prefer task-work, they finish
it as it suits themselves; they
are not controuled in that.
The bell is rung or shell
blown at the usual time, how-
ever, to mark the time.  Work is generally co

menced about seven 0

and the labourers return Wi?

they have completed t#
portions of specifiedwork.
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DISTRICT (A)
 

Fastzrn Division.

K. Heytand, Esq.

WEsTERN Division.

C. J. Strutt, Esq,

91

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

——

6. Docthe labourers on any

estate in your district perform

extra labour for hire? If yes,

name the estates, the rate of

wages for extra work, and

state how and when the pay-

ments are made, and if extra

work is not performed for

wages, state if reasonable

wages have been offered, with

weekly payment. If reason-

able wages and prompt payment have been

 
The labourers employed in

the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from six bits
to two guilders per week, and _
occasionally a dollar; the pay-
ments are. made on demand.
No offer has been made to the
field-labourers to induce them
to perform extra labour.

offered and

rejected, state to what cause you attribute the refusal

on the part of the labourers.

- On the ‘Bee-hive Estate,’
the labourers are performing
extra work for hire; the rate
of wages is two guilders per
week, which will be paid to
them monthly. The labourers
employed in the building
houses on all the estates in
my district, receive an allow-
ance in money, varying from
two to four guilders per week,

In the manufacture of sugar,
picking coffee and cotton, they
perform extra labour for hire ;
the sugar plantations pay two
stivers per hour; picking
coffee ten stivers for one
basket, over the two they ex-
pected to give their employer.
The payments are weekly
and monthly: the great dif-
ficulty in procuring small mo-
ney obliges the proprietor or
manager to pay sometimes
monthly.
 

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist autho-
rity, by force, in your dis-
trict? If there have been any,
name the estates on which
such occurrences have taken
place.

In one instance on planta-
tion, ‘ Spring-hall,’ the ap-
prenticed labourer guilty of
this offence set the authority
of the constables at defiance.

None. On plantation ‘Kitty,’ 31st
October inst. abouttwenty-five
women, apprenticed labourers,
conducted themselves in a
most unruly manner, in at-
tempting to rescue four men
convicted by me of conspiring
not to perform their work, and
sentenced to be punished by
whipping.
  

8, In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general
as to induce you to attribute  

The neglect of work has
has been so general on plan-
tations ‘ Spring-hall, ‘ He-
lena,” ‘ Good Hope,’ and
‘Broom-hall,’ that I have
been compelled to attribute it
combination.

it to any combination or conspiracy ?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and disorderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

I should say certainly, that
there must be a combination
among a portion of the la-
bourers on ‘ Cove and John.’
I cannot discover the motive
for such combination at pre-  On plantation ‘ Kitty,’ the

women have attempted to set
all authority at defiance; the
whole have combined together
not to perfum their work.

sent. It is, however, very evident that they could doa
proper portion of work if they were so disposed. I have
hitherto avoided resorting to severe corporal punish-
ment. An example or two
desired effect.

will, I think, have the

 
 

9. Has the attendance of the
predial labourers at church,.
and of the children at sehool,
been regular, and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district,

The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has not
been equal to the accommo-
dation afforded them. ‘I‘hat of
their children at school has
been to the full of the very
limited opportunities open to
them.

There are neither chapels or
schools unfortunately in my
portion of the district; many,
however, go to the church at
‘ Euart,’ as well as to that at
Mahaica.

The attendance of the lIa-
buurers at church this month
has not been so good. I attri-
bute this to many of them
going to Mr. Ketley’s chapel
(only three estates from the
church) that has been erected
about three weeks; the attend-~
ance of the children at school
has been the same as usual.
  

10. Have you, individually,
a8 a Magistrate, and has the
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishmentby whip-
ping during the preceding
month?—and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case,
reer,

Eight : one, 12 stripes; two,
15 each; one, 20; one, 223
three, 25 each,

Six: one, 15 stripes; five,
10 each.

Seven: two, 25 stripes each;
three, 20 each: two, 30 each.

 

11, Has any manager, over-
Seer, or other person in au-thority over the pradial la-
ourers, been fined or other-

Wise punished by the courtover which you preside during  The manager of plantation
‘ Spring-hall,’ was fined 30s.
for preferring a frivolous com- |
piaint,

the preceding month, for misconduct towards any la-
lurer or labourers? Have there been any instances ofthe labourers having been detained at work beyond thelegal hours ?—and, in such case, has the shilling per
our for each individual Jabourer been levied ?

166.—If.

 None.

 
None.  
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October 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
DISTRICT (D,)

Town. RIVER. Ur per River. Captain Alien,

W. J. Brittain, Esq,, (acting,) Captain Delafons, R. N. George Ross, Esq.
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r
s

to
Qu
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6.

Not applicable to this divi-
sion of the district.

None, but in the manufac-
ture of sugar.

Extra work for hire is ge-
nerally performed about the
boiling-houses, at the rate of
one and a half to two bits
a day; payment prompt. In
the field extra work for hire
is rarely performed.

The statement respectin
extra work, wages and mod
of payment, has not varied jy
any particular since the repo
of last month, where the
whole was fully detailed,
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n
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Qu
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7. No instance of combined or
violent resistance to authority
has come to my knowledge.

\w
ee

em
ne

s

None. At plantation ‘Little Dia-
mond,’ some of the gang be-
haved riotously on the 29th
October, instant, and resisted
the authority of the consta-
bles,

There has been an instance
of insubordination in notstaye

ing the legal number of hour
in the field, and disobeying
signals, by part of the gang of
plantation ‘ Maria’s Lodge’
but no attempt to resist autho
rity by force.

 

All the complaints during Where such conduct is visi-
ble, I attribute it to the idle
and disorderly.—-Vide reply,
No. 3.

There has been no regular
combination or conspiracy.

I attributed the above mit
conduct to a combination 0
the part of the labourers, to
induce the manager to allor
their working the seven ai
and a half hours, without ay
interval of rest. There wer,
however, some well groundel
complaints against the m-
nager, which originally led
this irregularity.
 

©| the month have been against
a individuals for absence from,
%| or neglecting their work, and
Po these are diminishing in num-
>\ ber, and general extent and
*| delinquency.
2
s
3B
=
N

& [ The means for affording
=| education and attendance at
“=| divine service are extending
§ in this town, and the attend-
@& } ance of apprenticed labourers
 \ on both appears to increase in
z the same proportion.

B
2
=
Ss

>

Yes. The attendance at church
and school has been regular,
but there is room for improve-
ment in the system of educa-
tion.

The attendance of the pre
dial labourers at St, Marks
church, and of their child
at school there, has not varie
since last month, Neither
has been equal to the lol
accommodation.

|
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. One, 20 stripes. The. total

number of convictions during
the month was 20.

a
¢

I have purposely avoided
inflicting the lash; yet I fear
there are two or three idle
and unruly apprentices that
richly merit it.—None.

I have not. Three: one, 25 strips

two, 15 stripes.

ee
 

_
A
n
s
w
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r
s

to
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11
.

‘

None.  None.  The manager of plantation
* Friendship’ has been fined
by me, for illegally confining
in the stocks, and also for as-
saulting some of the appren-
ticed labourers attached to
that estate.  One employer has be

fined 32. this month,for#
assault upon his appreplie
There has been no compli
from any labourer of havi
been detained beyond the
gal hours.   
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

Only about the buildings,
euch as boilermen, engineers,
firemen, &c.; they are gene-
rally paid weekly in silver,

at two stivers per liour.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers perform extra labour
for hire. Upon some estates
the whole gang is paid; on
others enly those about the
buildings. ‘lhe wages are
from one bit to three guilders
per week. The payments are
made at the end of one, two,
three, four and tive months.

Extra labour for hire is
now very generally perform-
ed. The rate of wages is
generally from one guilder
to 13 per diem, according to
the nature ofthe work. They
are gencrally paid monthly;
but on some estates the Ia-
bourers prefer being paid
quarterly,

Yes, on almost all the es-
tates, at the rate of from
three to six guilders per
week, paid weekly, except
when change cannot be pro-
cured.

 

None ofany consequence.
 

None, Nothing of this kind of the
least importance has occur-
red.

 

There have been some in-
stances of insubordination;
but no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

 

It is generally the same
idle and disorderly people
against whom complaints are
made,

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly ap-
prentices that complaints are
made.

Solely with regard to the
latter. There have been many

complaints made against idle
and disorderly apprentices;
but such misconduct has not
been so general as to induce
me to attribute it to any
combination or conspiracy.

 

The Rev. (name- omitted)
has of late frequently attend-
ed at plantation * Hague,’
and performed Divine Service  to a large congregation. Mr.
Scott's church and school are
well attended,  The churches and schools

are always well attended.
The churches in this district
do not afford accommodation
for one-halfof the population
of the district. There is a
great want of schools.

As regular as usual, and to
the full extent.

 

Yes.

 

One - 12 stripes.
Ditto 15 ditto.
Six ~- 20 ditto each.
One - go stripes.

Nine.

  

King, a constable, compro-mised an assault by payingto complainant 20dollars.   166,—]f,

One - - 3g stripes. One - 25 stripes. Four 15 stripes each.
Eich Four- 20 ditto each.| Eighty Threezo ditto,

1BNt) Two - 15 ditto. One 30 ditto.
One - 12 stripes,

No. One person (an employer) Yes; the Manager of plan-
has been fined for striking an
apprenticed labourer in his
service, tation ‘ Caledonia’ was al-

lowed to compromise for an
assault on an apprenticed la-
bourer by payment to him
of 44 guilders; and an over.
seer of plantation ‘ Anna
Regina’ was allowed the
same on payment to the ap-
prenticed labourer of three
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 guilders.  
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October 1835.

DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq, (acting.)

DISTRICT (K).

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (mM)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Ey,

 ~

Offers to hire for extra
labour are not general ; occa-

On all estates the persons
employed about the buildings;

Yes; the labourers are
hired either to the properties

_ Very little extra labour fy
hire is performed, exce Jt 06.

 

 

 
   
 

 

 

    

wg| sionally on the sugar estates | average rate of wages two| they belong to, or to other| casionally at « Skeldon’ ‘ti

= | boilermen and firemen per-| bits. On plantation ‘ New| neighbouring estates, for rea- rate of wages varies accor,
‘3| form it, and at present some Forest ’ the women cut canes sonable wages and prompt ing to the kind of work 1
§ | of the cotton estates have| for hire, receiving six bits|payment. quired; payments are mak
@& / hired labourers to prepare| for two 7-feet cords. On weekly. Reasonable w, 2,
&\ the last crop. Paid weekly,| plantation ‘ Lochaber’ and with weekly payments, hix
¢| or when asked for. * Sandvoat’ many ofthe males been offered for field labon
3 did trench-work, and earned and rejected. |attributety
= at the rate of six bits per refusal to a disinclination

‘N day. Also on plantation the part of the laboureny
* Philadelphia’ seven, and do extra labour for hire, w

L * Adelphe ’ on same terms. less they get high wages,&

nf No. No. No. No.

gS

8
;
oS
&

$

=
s

A

Only of a few idle and dis- {| __Yes, on plantation ‘ Lons-| As far as my experience | No.
es| orderly that 1 have had com-| dale,’ and amongst the young| goes (being only one month

§| plaints made. men on plantation ‘ New| in the district) such combina-
3 Forest.’ tion and conspiracy exist ge-
= nerally only amongst a few
S. idle and disorderly appren-
2 ticed labourers; and such,
§ after a fair trial, are set to
8 right in the pale of Ordinance
x No. 43.

L |
-{ Yes. It has, I have heard nothing to the The attendance at Divir

. contrary. The Rev. J. Ross| Service, for the churchiam
8 is gone to Europe for the| yet finished, has been art
3 benefit of his health, and| gular and full as undetpr

e occasionally Divine Service| sent circumstancescouldbit
° is now performed by aminis- | been expected.
% ter, though every Sunday Mr.
§ Henery, the catechist, reads
= to the congregation.
Ss

\
7 ” ° . ipes ea

. One « - 25 stripes. One - 39 stripes. Two. 25 stripes each. [Two 20 stripes

2 samp Four-|Four - go ditto each, Seven) rive 39 ditto. Four Two 12 ditto.

8 teen] Ditto 20 ditto,
= Five - 15 ditto.

3
o|
=
§
3
8

“4 —_—"

No. No complaint preferred. No. No.

®
3
3
3

oe

&

S
5
=

s
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 95
 

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Drviston.

K. Heyland, Esq.
Wesrerw Division.

C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

  

12, Have any complaints

been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-

prenticed labourers, respect-

ing their clothing, food, treat-

ment, or upon any subject?

In the event of any com-

plaints having been made to
you, have you carefully in-
vestigated into the matters
and caused justice to be ren-
dered to the parties as far as
it wasin your power? State
the number and the nature of
the complaints, which may
have been preferred to you
in general terms.

Yes, respecting the hours
of labour ; also respecting the
quantity of labour required
from them when they choose
task-work, and respecting the
sentences of a special justice
of the peace.

IT have had complaints re-
specting the destruction of
some pigs belonging to a Ja-
bourer at ‘ Anne’s Grove ;’
I think I shall not be able to
do anything in the matter, as
the pigs were trespassing at
thetime. In consequence of
the absence of some of the
parties I cannot investigate
the case until next week. I
will however take care that
justice shall be done to the
injured party.

There have been some
complaints relative to work,
and also saying they are sick
when reported by the medical
attendant ofthe estates fit for
work, On one estate the la-
bourers complained of not
having the three pounds of
fish. I found that the right
quantity had been divided
between them, but ordered it
to be weighed separately,

 

13. Have any of the free-
children upon any of the  None.

estates in your district been bound apprentices during
the last month? If yes, name the estates upon which
such occurrences have taken place, and state if the
transactions were with the free consent and approbation
of the parents of the children,

There have been none. None.

 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district ? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and
is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains issued
for them? or are they fed out
of the allowance due to their
parents? When their mothers
are at work in the field, is a
woman specially appointed to  take care of their young chil-

The children are invariably
provided for, as when in a
state of slavery, with the ex-
ception of those of plantation
‘Woodlands,’ who dv not
receive an allowance of fish.
Medical assistance and hospi-
tal treatment are furnished
gratuitously. A nurse is al
waysfound to take care of
them when their parents are
at labour.

dren, and exempted from all other duty? Are the chil-
dren when unwell allowed the advantage ofthe medical
assistance and hospital treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they were in a state of slavery ?

The children are fed gra-
tuitously. There are women
appointed to take care of the
young children. They are
allowed medical assistance,
the same as when in astate
of slavery.

The children are fed and
taken care of in the same
manner as when in a state of
slavery. Women are speci-
ally appointed to take care
of the children when their
mothers are at work in the
field. On all the estates.they
have the same medical treat-
ment as formerly.

—
—
N
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15. On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
blished? Name theestates,
Proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools,

None. There is but one in
the district, kept at the Wes-
leyan Mission-house, Ma-
haica,

Unfortunately, there are
none in my portion of the
district.

No increase or decrease in
the schools since my former
report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
May wish to convey to the
leutenant - Governor, con-nected with the peace, tran-quillity, and happiness of thedistrict under your superin-dence? If yes, state thesame,

166,—1],

 

 
None.

signed) K. Heyland
(eigned) S.J. E  Nil.

signed) C. H. Strutt,
(signed) S.J.P.   The district is very quiet,

with the exception of plan-
tation ‘Kitty.’ There has
been a decrease in the corpo-
ral punishments, and also 47
convictions less than last
month.

(signed) A, Df. Lyons  
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October 1835. DISTRICT (C)
 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. (acting).

RIvER.

Captain Delafons, n.x.

Urrer River.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D)
Captain ‘Allen.

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 (signed) W. J. Brittain,
L 8. J.P.

(signed) Thos. Delafons,
S. J.P  (signed) George Ross,

8. J.P. 

None - None decided by me, but Five complaints have been| Fourteen, all of which wer
one has been handed over to |made for confining in the| substantiated, have been p.
His Majesty's Attorney-gene-| stocks, and three for beating| dressed, or are in progress ¢

. ral, being acomplaint against| or assaulting. I have inves-| being so. ;

s an apprenticed labourer on| tigated the cases, and done

s plantation ‘ Ruimveld’ for| justice to the parties as far

2 defrauding three young wo-| as was in my power.
$ men of nine joes, left by
¢ their father in the keeping
s of this man.

s
8
4

s

-
| None. None. None. No free children have bal
o bound apprentices last mont,

&
=

x
‘

|

( Asfar asmy limited means Fed from the stores of the Except on _ plantations Children are usual! “

of information on this subject| estates gratuitously, and wo- | ‘Little Diamond,’ * Friend-} by an allowance of fish al

go, I have generally found| men are specially appointed ship,’ ‘ Garden of Eden,’ and| plantains, unless when wy

_ | that opulent employers sup-| to take care of the young| ‘ Prosperity,’ the children| young, in which case them

=| port these free children, while| children, and when they are| have an extra allowance of|, thers receive a Jittle barley,

=| poorer employers throw the| unwell are freely admitced| provisions. There are noj rice, or sugar in liew 4

3 burden of their support| into the hospital. exceptions on the score of| nurse is appointedforte

| wholly on the mothers. medical attendance and the | young children, and theym

e, providing of nurses, except| reported to receive medid

& one solita instance on| attentions ag when in astit

: plantation ‘ Friendship.’ of slavery.

$

|

x |
= ( This question does not Rome and Henston. There are two schools, one Schools are established«

-=| apply to the Town. on plantation ‘ Perseverance,’| instruction given on #18

$ and the parish school at| estates. (Names &c.gives)

& Peter’s Hall. |

&

§ |
=

SK -
fr \

I wish to draw his Excel- | Recommends a constabu-| It is desirable that st?
lency’s attention. to the im-| lary force, which would be regulations beestablished)

provement amongst the fe-| more satisfactory to the ap-| lawfor the care, dietandge?

sé males, viz. that out of g0| prenticed labourers, treatment of theaprentiot!

: complaints brought before me labourers when sick, andtis

8 this month, 11 are the first all hospitals be placed 01%

3 time, three of whom were uniform footing with ri

& either pardoned at the re- to internal regulations

8 quest of the accuser or ad- superintendence.

; monished by myself.

Ss

(signed) J. A. A
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES,
 

DISTRICT (E.) -

Spry Bartlett,Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

Captain Coleman.

 

 

None. No complaints have been
made, except that before
stated.

Yes, two, as stated in the
answer to the last question;
and one of A. L. Mina, of
plantation ‘ Mainstay,’ against
the manager, for keeping her
in sulitary confinement with-
out legal authority: unde-
termined, one of the principal
witnesses being absent. Mina
states she has no complaint
to make against the manager,
and never authorized her sis-
ter to make any.

 

None. No. None have been thus bound. No, none.

 

 
On plantations ‘* Hague,’

‘Groenveld’ and ‘ Met en Mur-
20g,’ no fund or doctor allowed
to the unapprenticed children.
* Anna Catherina,’ * William,”
*Vrees en Hoop’ and ¢ Best,’
80 food, but doctor allowed.
All the estates allow nurses.-

The children are treated as
formerly, except upon ‘ Suc-
cess,’ (of which Mr. Jones is
proprietor), where they have
no allowance of food, but pro-
vided with medical attendance;
and upon ‘ Bellefield’ and
* Vertrower,’ (owned by Mr..
Bovel), where they have nei-
ther an allowance of food nor
medical attendance found to
them.

’ All the children are fed and
taken care of in every respect
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of sla-
very.

The same as before, and no
complaints.

(c
on
ti
nu
ed

on
pa
ge

98
.)

 
 

On six estates,

 

There is a school on ‘ Meer-
zog, Wakenhaam, of which
Mr. Bishop is attorney. Plan-
tations ‘ Endeavour’ and ¢ En-
terprize,’ of which Mr. M‘Rae
is proprietor and attorney, and
* Waterloo’ and * Macquille,’ of

(names, &c, given); but several
others are:in progress.

which Mr. Noble is pro-
prietor and attorney, have two schools between them.

_ At present on four only, On one only, plantation
* Anna Regina,’ — Stewart,
Esq., attorney, and Robert
Mackay, manager,

 

Nil,

(signed) Spry Bartlett,
S.

166,—I1,

| ferent estates could be paid
If the labourers on the dif-.

weekly, it would have the ef-
fect of teaching them the
value of muney and of labour,
of which they do not appear
to have a proper idea at
present.  J.P.|
(signed) Geo. Killock,

Ss.

The apprenticed Jabourers
in this district have behaved
extremely well, and worked
with much assiduity during
the month.

Geo. Bali,
'e . e

(signed)  None,but what have been
before submitted,

signed) Thos. Coleman,
ened) 8. J.P.

J 
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October 1835.]

DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq. (acting.)

DISTRICT (K.)

Jokn Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L,)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M)

J. 0. M. Lockhart Muir,Esq,

 

 
 
  

No. No complaints. None of the least import- A complaint was preferred
ance, andfound, after acare-| by an apprenticed laboure
ful investigation, to be fri- | against the head overseer a: volous. plantation ‘ Alness,for strikinga

him. The case is fully re®
ported in my record of com:
plaints herewith transmitted,:
As is also a complaint against
Mr. Cort, proprietor of plan.

>
r ’ pr Of plans tation ‘ Hampshire,’ respecting*

clothing and food.

g
s

s

Y

2 No. None. No. No.

e
3

=
e
2
ss
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Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st of August 1834.

L

The children are taken care
of, and receive the same treat-
ment as when in a state of
slavery.

On most of the estates in
this district the children under
six years of age have a gra-
tuitous allowance of food and
of medical attendance.

On three estates the chil-
dren are fed out of the allow.
ance due to their parents; on
the others they are fed gr-
tuitously from the stores of
the estates. On all, woma
are specially appointedtotake
care of the children, and they
have the advantage of medi
cal assistance and hospital
treatment.

 

 

George Rose,
S. J. 8. J. P. 8. J. P. 

(True extracts from the monthly reports of the special justices.)
H.W. Ridley, Private Secretary.

 
07
= On most of the estates Ou four estates, (names, On six estates, which are None.
°8| there are schools among the| &c. given). enumerated.
$ labourers themselves; un se-
co/ veral there are teachers en-
£ gaged, and those at the places
ss| of worship.

SUL ———

Nil. I am happy to state that the None at present. Nil,
cs labourers on plantation ‘ Lons-
* dale’ are now performing their
s work to the satisfaction of
B their employers. A decided
& improvement has taken place
3 on plantations ‘ Friends’ and
- * New Forest.’
=

5
“| (signed) (signed) John Macleod,  |(signed) A. Van Ryck de Groot, (signed) J. O. Lockhart Mi
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—No. 250.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to LordGlenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 13th November 1835.

In the Despatch of the gth August, which I had the honour to address to
your Lordship, I presumed to point out several of the immediate, as well as the
prospective advantages which this colony might be expected to derive from the
operation of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 24th Jane 1835, confining
the cognizance of all matters between the apprenticed labourers and their em
ployers to the special justices ordered here from Europe. I am happy to be able
to assert that (as yet) my anticipations have been completely realized; the good
conduct, industry and subordination of the labourers throughout the whole of this
province cannot be exceeded by the same number of people in any part of the
world. On every estate on which the labourers have been complained of, it has
invariably appeared (upon investigation) that the attornies or managers had either
shot their pigs, grubbed up their provision grounds, insisted upon the daily labour
being performed at such intervals, so as to allow the labourer no benefit from his
change, or, by the commission of some injudicious act of a similar tendency,
deprived themselves of all claim upon the confidence of the apprenticed labourer,
and created an angry and discontented feeling. Happily, however, there are now
but few attornies or managers who are not convinced of the error of ‘this system ;
and the happiness and cheerfulness prevalent throughout the colony, together with
the quantity of sugar and other produce manufactured and daily exported, are
irrefragable proofs of the prosperity of this province, and of the complete
superiority and triumpb of mild measures over the harsh, degrading and revolting
conduct (formerly) judged indispensable. .

I had the honour to lay before you with my Despatch, 11th November, a copy of
a confidential circular, which I deemed it proper to address to the stipendiary
magistrates on the gth inst. Your Lordship will perceive that I have availed
myself of the earliest opportunity of the additional authority and influence which
(in consequence of the removal of the colonial special justices) have devolved
upon me, to redress one or two of those grievances which the apprenticed labourers
were liable to suffer, and of which they occasionally complained, ‘Che regulations
I have prescribed relative to the mode of carrying sentences into execution, as
also the explanations afforded to the special justice, upon the two important points
of the quantity of labour and the hours at which the same is to be performed,
will, I trust, remove a good deal of occasional heart-burning and disputes. I have
now respectfully to draw your Lordship’s attention to several additional errors or
omissions in our law, but which, without your Lordship’s interference and sup-
port, cannot, I am afraid, be so speedily and so effectually rectified as could be
wished,
The first point to which I have to request your Lordship’s attention is the

wording of the 13th section of the 5th chapter of the Ordinance (No. 43) for the
government of the apprenticed labourers in this colony. In that section it is
enacted, that if any employer shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, &c.
&c. any labourer, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 20 /., or, in default
of payment, to an imprisonment not exceeding one month. As in a subsequent
enactment in the same Ordinance, viz. the 2d section of the 12th chapter, the word
“employer” is defined tomean the person who wouldbe entitled tothe possession of
the apprenticed labourer (were such apprenticed labourer still in a state of slavery),
it follows, if this definition is held to be legal, no attorney or manager would be
liable to the penalties of the enactment I have alluded te; and that the enactment
itself must consequently be considered as illusive and fallacious, insomuch as there
are but few persons resident in this colony answering to the definition of the word
employer as detailed in the Ordinance. I take the liberty of requesting that this
error may be remedied by an Order of His Majesty in Council. Under letter (A.)
I have enclosed two short paragraphs, which I humbly conceive would effectually
remove alldifficulties upon this head.
The next error in the Ordinance (No. 43) to which I have to solicit your Lord-

ship’s attention is the omission of any rules for the guidance of the appraisers
who (under the 6th section of the 7th chapter of the said Ordinance) are to value
the remaining services of any apprenticed labourer who may be desirous of pur-
chasing his immediate emancipation. The appraisers, for want of some such
guide to refer to, have hitherto valued the services of the apprenticed labourers
at so hich a rate as to cause serious inconvenience and discontent amongst such
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of the labouring class as have been able to save.a little money, and effectually to
deter many from purchasing their freedom who, at a more moderate price, would
gladly have availed themselves of this method of procuring immediate emancipa-
tion. It appears to me (I beg respectfully to state) that there are sufficient data to
form a just and equitable scale, by which apprenticed labourers in possession of
moderate means might be enabled to purchase their freedom. The Central Com.
missioners of Compensation have calculated the average value of a slave_in British
Guiana, on the ist August 1834, at 114. 118. 52d. The share of the compen-
sation allotted to British Guiana affords, however, only 517. 17s. 73d. per head,
If the slave proprietor had received 114.118 52d., and the slave had been
immediately taken from him, he would have had no cause,of complaint, as he (in
such a case) would have received the fuil:value of the property of which he was
deprived. He receives, however, 511.175. 72d., and he is toShavejthe services
of the labourer for six years. It appears to me, consequently, that the difference
between the sum at which his slave was valued and the amount actually to be paid
him represents the pecuniary value of the services he is to receive for the six
years of the apprenticeship. This sum is, of course, liable to a diminution in
proportion to the length of the period of the apprenticeship which may have
passed away at the time when the apprenticed labourer wishes to purchase his
freedom. There would, of course, be two sceles required, one for predial. and
one for non-pradial labourers, as one year's service from an apprentice of the latter
description is worth one year and a half of service from one of the former.
I do not think there would be any practical difficulty in constructing the scales
I have proposed; and if, without too strictly limiting the appraisers, they were
furnished, by the authority of an Order in Council, with a maximum and minimum
to assist their judgments, sucha measure would not only be a great boon to the
apprenticed labourers, but it would be a wise and politic measure. The greater
the number of apprenticed labourers who may gradually obtain their freedom
before the 1st August 1840, the less will be the extent of the political shock
which, when that period arrives, must more or less be expected.

In my Despatch of the 12th of October, I have already submitted to your
Lordship the propriety of the habitations of the labourers, as also all hospitals
in which they are taken care of, being at all reasonable hours open to the special
justice, as also to the minister and licensed catechist of any sect of the Christian
religion whom the labourer may wish to see and converse with. On this subject
I have nothing further to add. Several of the special justices have suggested to
me.the propriety of an enactment by which it may be made compulsory on the
proprietors, or, in his absence, his attorney, to keep the houses and buildings
allotted for the use of the labourers in good and sufficient repair; and if the
labourers of the estate are employed for the purpose, the work to be done during
the seven hours and a half of Jabour due to the estate, and not out of the labourers’
own time. In the justice of this suggestion I quite agree.
The last, but certainly not the least important measure which I feel it my duty

respectfully to. propose to your Lordship, is one connected with the Ordinance
(No. .42.) The Ordinance (No. 42) passed in this colony on the 8th of February
1834, and approved of by His Majesty on the 6th of June 1834, relates to the
classification and registration ofslaves hereafter to become apprenticed labourers.
This Ordinance. directs the classification returns to be prepared and sent in to the
registrar on or before the 1st of May ; allows the month of May for the presenta-
tion of complaints and remonstrances as to erroneous classifications, and leaves
June and July as the period during which the judges of the supreme court were
to hear and decide summarily upon all such matters. The seventh section of the
said Ordinance declares, that every decision of such court respectively shall be
final and conclusive; and the eighth section enacts, that ‘ when any question
shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such
corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive
evidence of the fact.” ‘That returns prepared in such a hurried manner should
contain many uccidental errors, it is easily to be imagined. It is moreover to be
borne in mind, that the words “ predial attached, predial unattached and non-
predial” were pertectly unintelligible tq the mass of the labouring population, and
indeed in very many instances were not clearly comprehended by the managers and
attornies. Under these circumstances, I do not wish in the slightest degree to
disturb these registration and classification lists, as far as the pecuniary interests
of the parties concerned may be involved, or the compensation question be affected.
The words “ predial and non-pradial” are, however, now better understood by the

lal vurers,
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labourers, and it appears to me that it would be at variance with the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery to compel a labourer (who can show by indisputable proofs
that he ought to have been classed as a non-preedial) to continue in the class of
predial because his employer has erroneously so returned him (whether frau-
dulently or accidentally), and to afford two additional years of gratuitous labour
more than the law has prescribed. The remedy which has occurred to me as best
applicable, and which I conceiveitmy duty respectfully to submit to your Lord-
ship, is for His Majesty in Council to declare, thatso long as the system of
apprenticed labour continues, so long the judges of the supreme court may and
are to receive all and any complaints, whether from apprenticed labourers, or
parties acting for them; or the special justices relative to any alleged erroneous
classification of such labourers; and that the said judges be authorized and required
to hear and decide in a summary way in all such matters with method, punc-
tuality and despatch. I humbly conceive that some such arrangement is absolutely
necessary to ensure to every one the possession of that exact situation to which
the law for the Abolition of Slavery entitles him. With reference to the fore-
going remarks, I take the liberty of laying before your Lordship the particulars
of two cases out of the many which have been made known to me.

Ihave, &c.
J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure (A.) in No. 250.
Wuergas by the 2d section of the 12th chapter of an Ordinance, entitled, “ An Ordinance

for the government and regulation of apprenticed Labourers,” bearing date the 8th day of
March 1834, and published, with His Majesty’s approbation, on the 22d day of July follow-
ing, it was among other things enacted, “ That whenever the word ‘employer’ should have
been made use of, or should be found in the said Ordinance, the same should mean the per-
son who would be entitled to the possession of any apprenticed labourer, were such appren-
ticed labourer still in a state of slavery: And whereas doubts may arise whether a person
acting for and on behalf of an employer is intended to come within the intent andmeaning
of the said term ‘employer:’ And whereas it is expedient to remove such doubts;
be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted, that from and after. the publication hereof,
whenever the word ‘ employer’ shall have been made use of, or shall be found in the
same Ordinance (save and except in the 14th section of the 5th chapter of the said Ordi-
nance), the same shall mean the person who would be entitled to the possession of any
apprenticed labourer, were such apprenticed labourer still in a state of slavery, or the per-
son who shall be acting for and on Sehalf of such employer, or who shall have the charge
of, o1 who shall be in the superintendence of such apprenticed labourer or labourers.”

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 250.

. Office of the Special Justice of Peace, George Town,
Sir, Demerara, 22 October 1835.

- I nave the honour to submit the enclosed case and two documents, requesting you
would be pleased to submit them to his Excellency, for the purpose of obtaining the opi-
nion of the Attorney-general thereon for my guidance and direction as a magistrate in
similar cases,

I have, &e, de.
(signed) W. J. Brittain, 8.3. P.

H. E. F. Young, Esq., Government Secretary.

Casz respectfully submitted for the opinion of the Attorney-general.
NUMEROUS cases having been submitted to me by apprenticed labourers, complaining

of their employers having ordered them to do preedial work, to which many of them had
never in their lives been subjected, and others not for many years (long antecedent to the
year previous to the passing of the Act of the British Parliament for the Abolition of
Slavery), I felt it to be my duty to make inquiry into the grounds of their complaints, and
have found them, on the admission of their employers, to be substantially correct, inasmuch
as they (the employers) do not attempt to contradict the statements of their apprenticed
abourers, resting their own assumed right now to employ them in field labour on the fact
of their having in 1834 registered them as predials, either attached or unattached.

1s appears clearly to have been, in-most cases, done without even the knowledge, muchless the free consent, of the apprenticed labourers themselves; I need not, therefore, in thesecases enter into the argument how far such: assent on the part of apprenticed labourerswould have rendered such regulations valid.
hie gucsren therefore becomes now contracted to this point; is the registration of 1834
100.— IT, $0
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so absolutely final and conclusive as to admit of no relief, to tolerate no inquiry in favour

of the apprenticed labourers, who tender proof that they have been most seriously injured

by it.
Tthe Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, in the 4th section, says, “ That no

erson of the age of 12 years and upwards shall, by or by virtue of any Act of Assembly,
Ordinance or order in Council, be included in either of the two classes of predial appren-

ticed labourers, unless such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least next before the

passing of that Act have been habitually employed in agriculture or in the mcnufacture of
colonial produce.”
Now a large proportion of these apprenticed labourers have never been for one day in

their lives employed either in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or in

any way that can be construed into any thing analogous to such employment; of the re-

mainder, numbers have not been for many years previous to the passing of the aforesaid

Act so employed.
How, then, if an Act of the Imperial Parliament be paramount to any other authority in

the British Empire, can apprenticed labourers so circumstanced have been legally registered

preedial, of either class, and how can such a registration be now considered finally conclu-

sive against their just rights? ;

Is a colonial registration of greater power than an Act of Assembly in the chartered

colonies; than an Ordinance of our Court of Policy, or an Order of His Majesty in Council?

Yet none of these, the Act declares, shall include an apprenticed labourer in either of the

two classes of predials, unless under the circumstances there laid down. Are we not then

necessitated to conclude that a registration, even if sanctioned by one or more of these

higher authorities, would be as inoperative as waste paper when opposed to a Parliamentary

enactment ?
I have presumed to offer these few remarks on this subject, where my immediate object

is to take, not to offer council, from a personal knowledge of the extent to which this

hardship and apparent injustice extends in this colony, and also from a conviction of the

very general prevalence of a contrary opinion in this community.

I take leave to lay over two cases out of many now in my hands, left with me by appren-
ticed labourers, imploring my assistance to relieve them from what they feel to be a severe
hardship, and consider a great injustice: the one is, that of a family registered predial un-

attached ; the other, of an individual registered praedial attached; both of them, in their own

opinions, and I freely admit in mine, entitled to be registered non-predial, and consequently
to obtain unqualified emancipation two years sooner than they will be as now classed,

besides being in the mean time engaged in the work of which they have been always, or at

least for many years, accustomed, in place of being employed in labour to which they feel

themselves unequal. In both these cases, as indeed in most of this nature, it will be noticed

that the employers who have so classed their apprenticed labourers are not ignorant

individuals who have inadvertently misplaced them, but, on the contrary, persons charac-

teristically shrewd and vigilantly watchful in maintaining all their own rights. My own
observation indeed warrants the remark, that the fairest registrations are to be found

amongst those with whom the advantage of adding two years more to the services of their

apprenticed labourers might be expected to offer the greatest temptation. These men who
have so registered their apprenticed labourers, contrary to the provision in the Act, now

take advantage of their own misdeed, and assert, that because they have so injured their

apprenticed labourers by such registration, that Act is to be pleaded as finally conclusive

against any claim for redress, by relief or otherwise, on the part of the injured apprenticed

abourer.
The opinion of the Attorney-general is respectfully requested, how a special justice should

act towards the numerous applicants who request his advice and assistance to obtain relief
from what they consider to be incorrect registrations, whereby they have been consigned to

two years’ additional service as apprenticed labourers, and may be compelled to labour in a
way they have never been before accustomed to; amode of employment which must be in

the highest degree irksome even to the young and able, and cruelly oppressive to the aged
and infirm. Should suchspecial justice refuse all such applications, and reject all proof in

their support, even the admission of the owners of the services of such complaining appren-
ticed labourers, that their classification in the registration of 1834 is opposed to the pro-
vision in the 4th section of the Abolition Act, alleging for such rejection the enactment

in the 8th section of the Ordinance of the Court of Policy of 8th February 1834, No. 42,

where it is said, that such registry shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the fact; or is he

to consider such part of the Ordinance of our Court of Policy inoperative in so far as it is

opposed to the provision in the 4th section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of

Slavery; and in this latter case what course is he to pursue, with a view of assisting the

apprenticed labourer in obtaining the redress to which he conceives himself entitled ?

22 October 1835. (signed) W. J. Brittain.

Demerara, 29th September 1835.

Mary, apprenticed Jabourer of plantation John and Cove, on the East coast, declares

that she was born on that estate, above 50 years ago; that for about the last 30 years she

has never worked in the field or in the manufacture of colonial produce; she has been

always employed as a domestic in the manager’s house, and waiting on the owner of the

estate when he came to it; within the last month she had a misunderstanding with her

master, and he has ordered her to go into the field; this she has refused to do,asserting
that
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that she is now quite unequal to such labour, nor does she conceive that she could be com-
pelled to do it even ifshe were younger; she is now desirous, by the assistance of friends,
to purchase the remainderof her apprenticeship, and therefore requests to be informed
whether they are to be appraised for four or for six years from the ist of August 1834, and
whether, in the event of her not being able to buy the remaining term of herapprentice-
ship, the circumstance of her master having in 1834 registered her as a preedial attached,
without consulting or even informing her on the subject, is to be finally conclusive against
her, and to consign her, for the remainder of six years, to field labour, which has not been

required from her for upwards of 30 years past, and to which, as she has before said, she
would now be totally unequal.

 

2oth September 1835.
John Mackay, sworn, says, I was manager of plantation John and Cove for two years

and 11 months, up to the 18th of August last; during all that time I knew the apprenticed
labourer Mary, attached to that estate; while I was there she was hardly required to do
any more work than to attend to her master when he came on the estate, and to keep the
keys of his own private residence, and superintend it when he was absent, for which pur-
pose she always had a woman and a boy when she required their assistance; Mr. B. J. Hop-
kinson, when I first went on the estate, told me she was head domestic, and did nothing
but look after the other domestics.

Before me, (signed) | John M'Kay.
(signed) W. J. Brittain, s. 3. v.

I declare, that Mr. B. J. Hopkinson, on the 1st instant, declared to me, that his appren-
ticed labourer Mary, attached to his plantation John and Cove, having disobeyed his orders,
he was determined to send her into the field, which, as being his registered predial
attached labourer, he conceived he had an undoubted right to do.

(signed) W. J. Brittain, s. 5. P.

 

Demerara, 19th September 1835.

Case of Wilhelmina and her Family.
Tus day Wilhelmina, apprenticed labourer to Mrs. John Croal, came before me and

declared, she is one of a family of six brothers and sisters, all in the employ of her mistress;
her eldest brother is employed as a domestic on the Arabian coast; the younger brother is
living in the house with his mistress in the same capacity; her elder sister Princess is also
living in the house with her as a domestic (Wilhelmina is now about 18 years of age); her
other two sisters were under six years of age on the 1st of August 1834, and consequently
entitled to freedom; they, however, continue to serve Mrs. Groal the same as they did
when her slaves ; it is her (Wilhelmina’s) wish, and that of the rest of her family, that these
young children should attend some school, where they might learn to read and write and
receive general moral instruction ; their mother, however, died last year, and their mistress
Tefuses to allow them in any way to interfere in the management of their younger sisters ;
none of her family ever worked in the fields, or were employed in the manufactureofcolonial
produce ; they were always used to domestic service; her mistress has lately quarrelled with
er on account of her not having collected the whole amount of goods which she was em-

ployed to sell for her, and now threatened to send her to the Pomeroon, there to cut and carry
troolies, shingles and the like field work in the bush; she does not know how she has been
registered, or whether she ever was registered at all; she respectfully, however, requests to
be informed by the magistrate whether her mistress can now legally oblige her to labour
in the bush or field.

22d September 1835.
Three days after this deposition had been made, Mrs. Croal brought the same Wilhelmina

before the magistrate, on a charge which was not substantiated. Wilhelmina then, in her
defence, repeated several particulars similar to her deposition on the igth, and particularly
her mistress’s threat to send her to Pomeroon to cut and carry troolies in the bush. The
magistrate then, turning to the mistress, who did not deny this charge of her apprenticed
labourer, said, “ You surely must be aware that you cannot legally employ a domestic in
field work,.or in what is probably still more severe, preedial labour, in cutting and carrying
troolies, shingles, firewood or timber in the bush?” Mrs. Croal replied, that she believed
Wilhelmina was registered a predial unattached apprenticed labourer. ;
The magistrate deeming it to be now his duty to take evidence upon this subject, put

Mrs. Croal upon her oath, who declared as follows :—

Mrs. John Croal, sworn, says, my apprenticed labourer, Wilhelmina, has belonged to
Mme since she wasa little girl, and has never worked in the field or at any other country
work; she has always worked with me, or been hired out by me asa house servant or in
selling goods. I believe that she has been registered by Mr. Croal as a predial unattached
apprenticed labourer.

(signed) W, J. Brittain, 8. 3. P.
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—No. 251.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 22d January 1836,

I nave received your Despatch, dated the 13th November last.

I have read with peculiar satisfaction the highly favourable report which you

have conveyed to me in that Despatch, of theprogress in British Guiana of the

system established there under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. The general

good conduct of the apprenticed labourers, the growing confidence of the attorney

and managers in the efficacy of the new laws, the prevailing cheerfulness of all

classes in their relation to each other, and the increasing productiveness of the

colony, are results which no man can contemplate without the most sincere

pleasure.
You have suggested four different amendments in the law for the government of

the apprenticed labourers, to which I will advert in the order in which they are

noticed by yourself.

First. I agree with you, that on collating the 1st clause of chap. 5, with the

ad clause of chap. 12, of the Ordinance of the 8th March 1834, there appears

not merely an ambiguity, but a serious error, which it is necessary to correct.

I hope shortly to transmit to you an Order of the King in Council for that

purpose.

Secondly. The rule which you propose to lay down for the guidance of ap-

praisers does not appear to me free from very serious objections. You assume

as a principle, that Parliament intended to provide for the owner of a slave a
complete compensation, to be made up partly from the money which the com-

missioners might award, and partly from the value of the service to be rendered
during the apprenticeship. But the average value of a slave in Guiana being

ascertained to be 1141. 4s. 5$d., and the average compensation for each slave

being 514. 1758. 74d., the difference between these sums is said to represent the

value, on the 1st of August 1834, of the future service of the apprentice. From this
calculation you would deduce a maximum and a minimum, between which all ap-

pointments should be graduated. I doubt whether, in fixing the maximum and mini-

mum of appraisements, we shall derive much assistance from the calculations to
which you refer. The sum of 114. 4s. 5id. wasa general average for the whole

colony. The elements which entered into the composition of it were of endless variety.
The most valuable and the most worthless slaves were estimated at prices ranging
far above and far below that central point. The problem for the solution of the

appraisers is, what is the fair value of the service of some one given apprentice?
and in determining that question, very little aid indeed could be derived from
knowing what is the value of such services upon a general average of nearly 100,000

cases. A precise acquaintance with the elements will of course be an infallible
guide to the general result; but from the result itself, no arithmetical skill could
evolve with any approach to certainty the elements of which it was composed.

Thirdly. You suggest the necessity of providing for a due visitation and
inspection of hospitals and negro houses by medical men and religious teachers.
On this subject you will ere now have received my Despatch of the goth of
December last, enclosing His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 21st of that
month.

Fourthly. The question whether the classification, which has already been
made of the apprenticed labourers, is final and conclusive, so as to forbid the

redress of any errors which may have been since discovered, presents some dif-
ficulties of a legal and some ofapractical nature. In point of law, it must be
ascertained whether the Act of Parliament does really, as Mr. Brittain, the special
justice, conceives, require that mistakes of this kind should be always remediable;
and that is an inquiry which I shall propose to the law officers of the Crown. The
practical difficulty may be thus stated: If an apprentice, erroneously classed as a
preedial, has, under that mistake, been required for the last 18 months to work
only 45 hours weekly, instead of rendering an indefinite amount of service,
what adjustment can be made of the mutual rights and obligations of the employer
and the apprentice upon the discovery and the correction of the error? There
will be an arrear of an unperformed service, for which I know not how satisfaction
is to be made to the employer, if the apprenticeship is thus to cease on the 1st

August
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August 1838. This practical difficulty, however, will not arise, if the law officers GUIANA.
of the Crown should dissent from the opinion of the special justice. For the —_—
present, therefore, I pursue the discussion of it no farther.

I have, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

—No. 252.—

Copy of ‘a DESPATCH from Sir J. C, Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 28th Nov. 1835.

Wiru reference to the circular of the 12th of October, which I had the honour %
to receive from your Lordship by the last mail, I beg to lay before your Lordship ®
a copy of a Government Notice which I issued forthwith upon the subject, and
from the perusal of which your Lordship will perceive with pleasure, that no new
law is fortunately required in British Guiana to repress usurious transactions of
the nature and to the extent to which your Lordship’s circular alludes. Several
rumours have reached me of persons in a rank and situation in life, which ought
to have raised them above even the suspicion of being deemed capable of profiting
by the ignorance, poverty and distress of those of a humbler walk, having dealt
largely in the purchase of compensation claims. As, however, nothing official
has as yet been laid before me, I await the expiration of the fortnight allotted to
the Attorney-general for the reception of all representations on the subject, and
the receipt of that officer’s statement, to enable me to make a full report to your
Lordship. I have, &c.

(signed) = J. Carm! Smyth.

 

 

Enclosure in No. 252,

GovERNMENT NorTICcE. Enclosure in
His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, with reference to the circular letter of the No. 252.

12th October, which he has had the honour to receive from the Right honourable the
Secretary of State, and which was published in the Royal Gazette of the 24th inst., having
caused inquiry to be made as to whether any transactions of the usurious nature alluded to
in the said circular have takenplace in British Guiana, has to express his deep regret at
finding that extensive purchases have been made in this province, of the claims of individuals
entitled to participate in the Compensation Fund, and that, availing themselves of the
ignorance and unfounded alarm of the smaller and poorer proprietors, the purchasers have,
in many instances, bought up such claims at a most enormous discount. His Excellency
being anxious to prevent all persons who may have engaged in transactions of this nature
from being rewarded by profits so exorbitantly disproportionate to the rates usually re-
ceived upon advances of money, has conceived it his duty to cause His Majesty’s
Attorney-general to be consulted upon the occasion; and he is happy in being able to
announce, that in the opinion of that officer, all such contracts of sale are liable to be
rescinded and annulled in the courts of justice in this colony, under the existing laws,
unless the purchasers pay the full value of such claims. His Excelleney is also desirous
that all individuals who may have entered into agreements of sale at grossly inadequate
rates, and who have not yet executed letters of attorney, may be apprized, that they have
still in their power the meang to enforcea fair and equitable value for their respective claims
upon the Compensation Fund. His Excellency has instructed the Attorney-general to
afford his advice and assistance gratuitously, during the next 14 days, to all persons who
have made sales of their claims upon the Compensation Fund, and who may consider them-
selves aggrieved by the conditions thereof.

By his Excellency’s command,

Guiana, Public Buildings, George Town, (signed) -H. E. F. Young, Gov. Secs.
26th March 1835.

 

— No. 253,—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg. No. 253.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 12th Dec. 1835.

Your Lordship will be gratified to know, that during the last month (November)
the Custom-house returns show, that from this river 8,211 hogsheads of sugar
have been exported;whereas, upon an average of the three last years of slavery,
during the same month, not more than 5,610 hogsheads passed through the
Custom-house. This colony never was in a more prosperous and flourishing
condition, and I believe, with very few exceptions, the dissatisfaction of the
planters at the late change is fast wearing away.

166.—IT, The
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The reports from the special justices for the last month show a very consider-
able decrease of punishment, the total number of cases for which whipping was
adjudged being only 49. I look forward with confidence toastill further diminu-
tion, and even to an ultimate disuse of the lash in this colony altogether, ex-
cepting by sentence of the criminal courts for the repression of theft. Every suc-
cessive month since the Abolition of Slavery, thenumber of individuals so punished
has gradually and of late so rapidly diminished, as to entitle me to be very
sanguine in my expectations that the period is not far distant when this mode of
punishment will be all but extinguished. I need hardly add, that with the good
conduct and the industry of the apprenticed labourers throughout the whole of this
province, I am not only perfectly satisfied, but that it exceeds the expectations of
their best friends.

In proof of the rapid advance of a moral feeling amongst the apprenticed
labourers, and of their anxiety to raise themselves in the scale of civilization, I
take the liberty of laying before your Lordship an extract from last Saturday’s
Gazette, containing an advertisement of not less than 79 marriages. The number
advertised each Saturday varies of course; but the general average is about ge.
In a couple of years the system of concubinage will be extinct. The late Ordi-
nance, permitting marriage to be solemnized indiscriminately by all ministers of
the Christian religion, has produced the happiest effects, and was a very great
boon to the apprenticed labourers.
The anxiety of the apprenticed labourers for instruction, both for themselves

and their children, and the punctuality with which they attend divine service, are
incontestable proofs that they have no desire to retreat to the bush. They are
anxious to advance in the scale of civilization; and if this ambition is but duly
encouraged and protected, if they are kindly and justly dealt with by their
employers, there can hardly exist a doubt but that they will be as industrious when
perfectly at liberty as they now show themselves as apprenticed labourers, with
reference to their desire for instruction, and their regular attendance at divine
service. I speak from my own personal observation, as I periodically visit the
different churches and chapels, as well as the parish and other schools, and distri-
bute medals amongst the most attentive and best behaved of the scholars of both
sexes. I was much gratified last Sunday at witnessing, in the parish church of
St. Luke’s, about eighty of the oldest of the apprenticed labourers receive the
Sacrament with a degree of decency and ofapparent devotion which could not have
been surpassed by the most civilized congregation in any part of Europe. The
poor people each gave their two, three or four bits to the poor, and subsequently
subscribed, according to the extent of their means, towards the construction of a
chapel of ease, which, for the convenience of those who cannot conveniently come
to the parish church, it is proposed to build at a distant part of the parish. Your
Lordship will, I feel confident, agree with me in opinion, that people who can thus
conduct themselves in their present humble state are not likely to leave their
churches, their chapels, their ministers, and their means of instruction, and to
retreat to the woods and wilds of the interior, provided they are but kindly treated
and their homes rendered notunhappy. It is much to be wished that the proprie-
tors and holders of mortgages upon estates in this colony (who reside in Europe)
would see their own interests in the true point of view, and by removing such
attornies and managers as oppose the measures of Government, evince their deter-
mination to co-operate sincerely in promoting the future peace and prosperity of
British Guiana. One or two such examples, or even the public and avowed in-
tention of so acting, would put an end to all bad feeling, and there would hardly
be a complaint either from or against an apprenticed labourer throughout this
extensive and flourishing province.
Upon referring to my despatch book,I find that there are two regulations which

I have established since I have been in this colony, and which I have omitted
to report. The first enforces decency of dress amongst the apprenticed labourers,
-and the-second prohibits any apprenticed labourer from being conducted through
the streets on his way for trial with his arms pinioned or his wrists in handcutis ;
both these regulations, being calculated to cause the apprenticed labourer to learn
to respect himself, and to raise him in his own and in the estimation of others, will,
T have little doubt, be approved of by your Lordship.
To enable your Lordship to judge of the tranquillity of this province, of the

general absence of crime, and of the consequent little occasion for severe vagrant
and police ordinances, I beg to report, that at the last supreme criminal ont

neld
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held in George Town, there were but five prisoners for trial, all of whom were ac-
uitted ; at the last criminal court at Berbice only three, and of whom only one was

found guilty ; at the last inferior criminal court at George Town, thirty-six cases
of assault and petty thefts were inquired into; at the last inferior Criminal Court
at Essequibo there were similar cases for the consideration of the conrt; and at
the last inferior criminal court held at Berbice there was not a single prisoner,
nor a single case of any sort for investigation. Ido not apprehend that there are
many parts of Europe of the same extent and with as numerous a population in
which so few criminal cases occur; let it also be kept in mind the trifling nature
of the greater part of the cases adjudicated upon.

I am not aware that I have any application to make, or any suggestion respect-
fully to offer to your Lordship as to any measure which may, in my opinion, be
advisable to adopt, with a view to the advancement of the growing prosperity of
this province. The affairs of this colony cannot be going on better. Whatever
may be the proportion of assistance to be given to British Guiana in aid of the
moral and religious instruction of the labouring population, your Lordship will,
no doubt, cause to be remitted here with as little delay as possible. I have also
to express my hope, that the Colonial General Agent will be instructed to transmit
the colonial silver currency, to the amount of 5,000/., to Berbice with as little
delay as possible, the bills having been already purchased and sent to him for that
purpose. The above are the only matters to which I am anxious at present to
draw your Lordship’s attention. Ihave, &e.

(signed) =J. Carm! Smyth.
 

—No. 254.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 29th January 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 12th

ult., containing your report on the state of the coleny for the previous month.
In the answer which you will receive by this opportunity to your Despatch of

the 13th November, I have expressed to you the great gratification which I have
experienced at the report therein made of the good conduct of the apprentices,
and of the good feeling which prevailed amongst all classes in the colony.
The report which you have now transmitted has afforded me additional satisfac-

tion ; and I am duly sensible of the pains which you have taken to place me in
possession of facts which afford such sttong evidence of the prosperous condition
ithe colony, and of the progressive moral improvement of the apprenticed
abourers.
It is impossible to dwell on this state of things, and to enter into the details of —-

the means by which it is produced, without doing justice to the zealous and
enlightened philanthropy which leads you to lay the colony, and especially the
negro population, under a deep debt of gratitude for your assiduous attention to
the wants and interest of all classes.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 255.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 13th December 1835.
Wir reference to my Despatch of the 22d July, I have the honour to lay

before your Lordship an epitome of the reports from my fifteen stipendiary
justices for the month of November.

Your Lordship will observe, that 49 apprenticed labourers only were punished
by whipping during the month of November, and that the average number of
stripes to each were 23; in three cases only did the magistrate deem it necessary
to go to the extent of his power, by inflicting 39 stripes, showing, I am happy
to say, a rapid approach to the triumph of mild over harsh measures.

I have, &c.
(signed) = J. Carm! Smuth.
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Enclosure in No. 255. - - - - - .

EPITOME of the Morrary Rerorts from the FirTzen STIPENDIARY - oe ee,
—___.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

QUESTIONS.
Eastern Division,

K. Heyland, Esq.
Wesrern Divisron,

C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A, M. Lyons,Esq.

 

1. Arg the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful?

Generally. I have visited
eighteen estates during the
month (names given.)

They are.

arenes

I have visited thirty-im
estates (names given) daring
the month.

 

2, Have they performed
their work during the last
month with alacrity and good-
will?

In general. Generally speaking, they
have.

The labourers, generally
speaking, have performed thei
von with alacrity andgood.

will.

 

3. Has the work on any estate
been unwillingly or not readily
performed? If yes, have the
goodness to name the estate, the
proprietor, or his attorney, and
the manager, in order that an
inquiry may be forthwith in-
stituted into the causes whieh
may have led to sueh conduct.

The work has not been readily
performed on plantations ‘Good
Hope,’ J. Douglass, 9, Q.;
Patrick Ennis, manager; and
‘Broom Hall,’ William Booker,
attorney and manager; and
* Spring Hall,’ Mr. Jones, at-
torney, Robert Trotman, ma-
nager.

In the early part of the
month, the work was not wil-
lingly or readily performed by
a portion of the apprenticed
labourers on plantation * Cove
and John ;’ a few punishments,
accompanied with good advice,
I am happy to say, had the
desired effect, and they are all
now working well,

On plantations ‘ Kitty’ani
‘ Enterprise,’ the work has not
been readily performed. Pro.
prietor of ‘ Kitty,’ N.M. Mar
ger, Esq.; manager, J. Dardier;
attorney, plantation ‘ Enter
prise, Mr. Grant; manager,
E. Lynch. Iam happytoadd,
they are going on well at the
* Kitty’ the last fortnight.

 

4. Is task-work generally re-
sorted tu within your district?
or do the labourers prefer work-
ing the seven hours and a half
per day, as fixed by law?

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, The labourers, how-
ever, occasionally prefer to
labour the seven hours and a
half.

On most of the estates in my
district, the labourers prefer
task-work; ‘ Cove and John,’
* Anne’s Grove’ and ‘ Clon-
brock’ are the only exceptions.

Task-work is generally 1

sorted to in the district.

 

5. What arethe working hours
most generally in use in your
district? Are there any estates
in your district on which the
labourers are compelled to lay
by for two or three hours in the
middle of the day, and then to
complete their seven hours and
a half in the afternoon (by
which division of their labour
they have little or no time to-
themselves)? Ifyes, have the
goodness to name the estates,
proprietors or attornies, and
the managers,  The hours of labour in most

general use (when task-work
is not chosen by the labourers)
are from seven to eleven, and
one to half-past four, or from
seven to half-past two o'clock,
On plantation ‘ Carlton Hall,’

* Fellowship Farm,’ and ‘ Park
Front,’ the weekly labour of
forty-five hours is performed
in five days.  The working hours now in

use in my district are from
seven o'clock a. m., until half-
past two P.m., with the ex-
ception of three estates (above
named), on which the labour-
ers work from seven to eleven,
and from one o'clock to half-
past four, With regard to the
first remark, I have to add,
that the labourers are allowed
to leave the field before half-
past two, provided they have
done the quantity of work re-
quired of them.  The labourers comment

work about seven o'clock

go on until they finish; 0”

estate are they compelled

lay by in the middle of the

day.  
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- SrEeciaL Justices in British Guana, for the Mouth of November 1835.

 

DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Fsq.

River.
Captain Delafons, BR. N.

Uprer River.

George Ross, Esq.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

They are. Yes, generally,
I have visited six estates

(names given) during the
month.

In gencral they are. I have
visited ten estates during the
month. With the exception of
plantation ‘ Little Diamond,
‘ Garden of Eden’ and § Profit,’
the apprenticed labourers ap-
peared to be contented.

Yes, in most instances. I
have visited during the month
twenty-three estates (names
given.) The apprenticed la-
bourers on all seemed gene-
rally contented and happy;
those on plantation ‘ Maria’s
Lodge ’ excepted.
 

The proportion of convic-
tions this month and the pre-
ceding, viz. 20 and 24 out of
a population of near 7,000,
warrants this conclusion.

Yes, generally. With as much alacrity and
good-will as might reasonably
be expected, from people cir-
cumstanced as they are.

The majority have done so,
in all cases except one.

 

 

Not applicable to the town
division of the district.

Generally, no. On plantation ‘ Little Dia-
mond’ and ‘ Garden of Eden,’
the work is still unwillingly
performed. On_ plantation
‘ Friendship and Profit,’ where
dissatisfaction prevailed and
the work was unwillingly per-
formed at the period of my
last report, the labourers are
now working cheerfully, since
the appointment of better dis-
posed managers.

 The work has not readily
been performed by the gang
of ‘ Maria’s Lodge.’ Loire &
Paul, attornies; G. Johnson,
manager; and by part of the
gang on plantation ‘ Malgra-
tout,’ C. F. Milne, proprietor;
no manager.

 

The greater number of ap-
Prenticed labourers in this
town are domestics, who of
Course cannot work by task.
Few of the tradesmen do 80,
but work for nine

 They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed by
law.

hours, and this in many cases where
the tradesmen and even domestics are registered as
radials, and will be required to labour as apprenticed
bourers until August 1840, unless some measure of legal

Telief be in the meantime afforded to them.

Task-work is for the most
part resorted to.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to,

 

! have received no comeplaints from any apprenticed
bourer on thishead.

i 66.—I],

 

The general working hours
are from seven A. m1. until half-
past two p.m. They are not
compelled to lay by on any of
the estates during the day.
There are many females who

do not go to work with the
gang,but go later, consequently
are later in completing their
seven hours and ahalfof labour,
but this is their own act, not
being obliged to do so.  The working hours most ge-

nerally in use are from seven
to half-past two, and the sys-
tem of breaking off the lebourers
in the middle of the day is for
the present abandoned.  Where the labourers will not

accept a certain quuntity of
work as a task, the hours I
have laid down for labour are
from seven to eleven A. M.,
and from twelve to balf-past
three Pp. M., seven hours and a
half.
There are no estates in the

distiict on which two hous’
rest are compulsory in the
middle of the day.  
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.) |

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

manatee,

DISTRICT (11)

Captain Coleman,

 

[ I have visited the hospitals Yes; I have visited the hos-
pitals of 22 estates on Leguan,

They are; and are daily be-
coming more 80.

Yes, generally,
I have visited 15 estates

  
  

~, | on five estates (names given), g e § .

«| and the labourers generally| three plantations on Hog’s [s- I have visited 19 estates (names given) during th

=| appear contented. land, and 19 plantations on| during the month (names month,

$ Wakenaam, being the whole| given) and inspected the hos-

oe of the plantations in this dis-| pitals thereon.

8 trict.
~
s

3
=
x

o My attention during the last Yes, _ They have, on every estate Yes, generally.
5| week was called to the con- in this district.
#| duct of some of the female
=, | apprenticed labourers on plan-
S tation “Best,” but I was
“=| yesterday informed their con-
: dact was improved.

bil
Ouly the above, Mr. John No, The work has not been un-| Yes, on plantation ‘Affiance/

Beete, proprietor and ma- willingly performed on any| John Fetherston,attorneyani
nager, estate in this district. manager.

Co)
g
8
5
eg
2

§
=
x
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4. Generally throughout the
district, by the male labourers;
the female labourers on plan-
tation ‘ Best’ seemed disposed
to work according tothe signals.

Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred.

Task-work is generally
sorted to in this district.

ee
 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es

ti
on

The bell on most estates in
this district rings at seven,
and the labourers usually re-
main until their work is
finished,  From about 7 to 1, 2, 3, 4

and §, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made,
Upon no estate are the labonr-
ers obliged to lay by in the
middle of the day; a3 soon as
they have finished their task
they can leave the field.

The labourers usually go to
their work at half-past six or
seven, and finish at their op-
tion. There is no estate in
this district upon which they
are compelled to lay by in the
middle of the day.  Generally from seven Ade

to twa Pp, M. ou

There are no estatesin tht

district to which the latterput

of this question applies.  
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DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

 

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.) F

J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

Generally they are. During

the last month I have been on

every estate in the district, on

some two or three times ; and

in most of the hospitals,

Yes, generally,

 

During the month I visited
13 estates (names given), and
the hospitals thereon ; I found
the apprenticed labourers civil
and tolerably contented and
cheerful.

T have visited all the estates
except ‘ Eliza and Mary’ and
‘ Skeldon.’ In general the la-
bourers are so.

 

Generally, they have.

 

No, except by a few.

In most instances. In general, they have. Yes, with fey exceptions.

 

 

 
Yes, itis generally preferred

by the labourers.

 

On plantation ‘ Highbury,”
Messrs. Davidson, Barclay &
Co.; John Alves, attorney.

Generally, it has. In the
best gangs there are idlers and
indifferent characters, such
excepted as may be seen frum
the proceedings of last month.

  

It is. Task-work is most generally
preferred by the labourers;
they work it diligently to get
the svoner home; some have
finished their task at one
o'clock, some at two o'clock,
and 8o proportionably to their
activity.

A specified portion of work
is usually allotted to each la-
bourer.

 

From seven A.M.tohalf-past
two, and often as early as half-
past twelve, Optional with
emselves generally whether
Y Test or not during their

+ 
166.— [I],

From seven till the day’s
labour is finished, As the labourers prefer the

task- work generally,they finish
it as it suits themselves, and
are not controlled in that ;
the beil is rung or shell blown
merely to mark the time. Workisgenerally commenced

about seven o'clock, and the
labourers return when they
have completed their portion
of specified work. 
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)
 

Eastern Division.

Kyfer Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT

AM. Lyons, Esq.

 

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for bire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and state
how and when the payments
are made; and if extra work
is not performed for wages,
state if reasonable wages have
been offered, with weekly pay-
ment. If reasonable wages
and prompt payment have
been offered and rejected, state
to what cause you attribute
the refusal on the part of the
labourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, earning trom six bits
to two guilders, or adollar per
week, which is generally paid
on demand.
One guilder a week was

offered to the field labourers
on plantation ‘Spring Hall,’
to labour nine hours a day,
which was refused, as they
could employ their time to
greater advantage.

On all the estates, the la-
bourers employed in the boil-
ing-houses or about the build-
ings receive wages for extra
labour, varying from two to
three guilders per week each.
On plantations ‘ Dockfour,’

© Lowlands’ and ‘ Beehive,’ the
gangs employed in cane-cut-
ting are also in receipt of
wages for extra labour, at the
rate of from two tu three
guilders per week each. The
payments are generally made
monthly.

——___|

In the manufacture of
picking coffee and cotto
tra work is performed forwa
On the sugar estates, ty,
stivers per hour; onthe
ton, five stivers for every tolhy,
of cotton over 4olbs., whic
they are expected to give thei
employers; in coffee, filten
stivers for a basket over the
two they are to
employers.

a,

(B)

supe,
N, eke

give their

 

4. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authority,
by force in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

None. There have been none. On plantation ¢ Kitty, and
also on plantation ‘Good Hope’
an attempt was made to resist
authority by force.

 

8. In the event of any cis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labuurers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
mnisconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspiracy?
or is it only with respect to
a few idle and disorderly ap- |
prentices that you have had
complaints made?

T have attributed the neglect
of work on plantation ‘ Spriog
Hall,’ ‘Good Hope’ and
* Broom Hall’ to combination.

I have only had complaints
against a few idle and disor-
derly persons ; the combination
at ‘Cove and John,’ of which
I formerly complained, is at an
end.

On plantation ‘
labourers combined together
not to perform their work.

Kitty} th

 

9. Has the attendance of
the preedial labourers atchurch,
and of their children at school,
been regular, and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district?

The attendance of the ap-
prenticed labourers at church
has not been equal to the ac-
commodation afforded thein ;
that of their children at school
has been to the full of the very
limited accommodation open to them.

There are no churches or
schools in my present district;
many of the apprenticed la-
bourers, however, attend the
churches at Mahaica and at
Enmore.

The attendance
bourers at church
good, and their children a

school regular.

of the le
has been

 

 

10. Have you individually as One - 30 stripes. Th One - 7 stripes. None.
amagistrate, and has the court Three-25 do. each. Te’\ 'Two-12 do. each.
over which you preside, been Ni Two -20 ,,
under the necessity of ordering me) One - 5% »
punishment by whipping du- One -12 4
ring the preceding month? One -10 ,,
and, if answered in the affir-
mative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

11. Has any manager, over- The manager of plantation I have not had to fine or None.
seer or other person in autho-
rity over the pradial labour-
ers, been fined or otherwise
punished by the court over
which you preside during the
preceding month, for miscon-
duct towards any labourer or
labourers? Have there been
any instances of the labourers
having been detained at work
beyond the legal bours ; and,
in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each indi-
vidual labourer been levied?  © Woodlands,’ was fined 155.

for preferring a frivoluus com-
plaint.

There have been no in-
stances of labourers being de-
tained at work beyond the
legal hours,  punish any overseer, manager

or person in authority for any
misconduct during the week.   
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DISTRICT (C.)
 |

Town.

W. J. Brittain, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, x.n.
Uprer River.

George Ross, Esq.
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DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

  

Not applicable to this di-

vision of the district.
None. Extra work for hire is gene-

rally performed about the boil-
ing-house, at the rate of one
and a half to two bits per day,
payment prompt; in the field,
extra work for hire is rarely
performed ; ai plantation ‘Gar-
den of Eden,’ Mr.Munget, one
of the representatives, offered
reasonable wages for cutting
cane, but it was rejected, owing
to a want of confidence in the
manager.

 

No variation whatever has
taken place on this subject since
the Report of the 1st October,
where every particular was
fully detailed,

 i ——

No instance of violent re-
sistance has come to my know-
ledge.

None. There has been no insubor-
dination or attempt to resist
authority, but on the contrary,
I never saw this district quieter
than it is at present.

There has been no attempt
to resiat authority by force.
On plantation ‘* Maria's

Lodge,’ for a short time the
gang would not attend to the
signals regulating their labour,
but this was speedily put an
end to.
 

No complaint of combina-
tion or conspiracy has been
preferred.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, to be attri-
buted to the idle and disor-
derly only.

There hus been no combi-
nation or conspiracy.

In the instance above men-
tioned, the misconduct was
almost general, instigated ap-
parently by a few disorderly
apprentices. In other cases a
few idle people only have been
complained of.

 

 
I have in many cases ob-

served a laudable desire, on
the part of apprenticed Ja-
bourers, to attend at both, and
to get their children to do so,
where it lay in their power.

Yes. The attendance at church
and school has been regular.

Divine service has not been
performed at St. Mark’s church
last month, including five suc-
cessive Sundays.
Theattendance of thechildren

at school there (under the superintendence of the catechist), has been
much as usual, but is not equal to the local accommodation.
  

 

ourers in this district (divi-sion) has been fj d darithe past month, nee during¢ remaining part of thiquery does notapply. ° 
166,~Ty,

    
  

One-90stripes, - i - - ipes.
Three{? - ripes Three 1¥0- 15 stripes each. None. One 15 stripeswo-10 do, each, Gne-24 4

i
i

an employer or person in None. No. No manager or other person
thority over apprenticed la- has been fined by me last

month,
There have been no au-

thenticated instances of la-
bourers having been detained
beyond the legal number of
hours.
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DISTRICT (E-)

Spry Barileit, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H,)

Captain Coleman,

 

7

Only those employed about
the buildings, such as en-

gineers, boilermen, firemen,

 

Upon every estate, the la-
bourers perform extra work for
hire. Upon some, the whole

Extra labour for hire is very
generally performed. ‘The
rate of wages is a guilder in

Yes, on almost all the
estates, at the rate of from
three to six guilders per wee;

 
 

  
  
  

 

     

«| &c, Rate of wages average| gang is paid, on others only| the field, and a guilder and a| paid weekly, unless why
=| about two stivers per hour,and| the cane-cutters, or people| halfin the boiling-house. They| change cannotbeprocured,
‘BS| weekly payments. about the buildings, The| are generally paid monthly;
3 wages are from one bit to two| but on some estates the la-

eS and three guilders per week, | bourers themselves _ prefer

& From the great difficulty in | being paid quarterly.
$ procuring change, the pay-
3 ments are seldom made of-
= tener than once a month, and

sometimes not for two and
three months, and even longer.

~
3 Only a few of the females None, No instances of this de- There have been someip

‘= | on plantation ‘ Best.’ scription have taken place. stances of insubordination,by
& no attempt to resist authority

3 by force.

§
8B
=
SX

er

Mostly the same appren- It is only with respect to a Solely with respect to the There havebeen manyeon

of| ticed labourers are complained| few idle and disorderly la-| latter. plaints made againstidleai

zs | of. bourers that complaints have disorderly apprentices, prit
“3 been made. cipally females ; and on pla

$ tation ‘ Affiance’ their condut

oe has been bordering on cor!

3 spitacy, not to performafu

ee and reasonable quantityd

§ labour.

x
XN

\

/
$ Yes; at Mr. Scott’s, Rev. The churches are always As regular as usual, and to Yes.
& Wm. Harman, at plantation| filled, and the schools are well| the full extent of the accom-
~} ‘ Hague;’ and Rev. H. Fother-| attended. There is not suffi- | modation.
= gill at plantations ‘Green-| cient accommodation in the
3 wich Park and Good Hope.’ churches for the labourers in this district, and |
& there is a lamentable deficiency of schools.
SUX

S One - - 30 stripes. ._ {Three - - 39 stripes each, One - -30 stripes. (Two-- 25stripeseth
© _ [Three - 25 do. each. Six{ Three -- 25 . Five, One - ~ 30 Fours Two-- Wo
+S| Nine) One -- 25 ,, Three = 15 do. each.
§ Three - 20 ,,
@ One--15 »

2

§
=
=

x

(None. None. One employer has been There has been one instat*

fined for striking an appren-| of a labourer havingbeen t
es ticed labourer in his service. | tained at work beyond |

. There have not been any in-| legal hours, and the ei

8 stances of the latter. sterling per hour has bees

8 vied accordingly.

oe

2
s

8

=
x
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a ll

pISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir.

 

Extra labour is not much

required, except on the sugar

estates, where occasionally the

| | boilermenand firemen perform

it; wages varies; in general

paid weekly, or when asked

a

On all sugar estates, per-
sons employed about the build-
ings.

Yes, for reasonable wages
and prompt payment.

Very little extra labour for
hire is performed, except in
the manufacture of sugar. On
all the sugar estates, the per-
sons employed about the boil-
ing-house are paid.

 

 

 
 

 

for.

No. No. No. No.
it

}

. Only of a few idle and dis- The women on plantation No, I do not think so; it No.
4) | orderly that I have had com-| ‘ Highbury’ never finishafair| exists among the idle and dis-
‘| | plaints made against. days’ labour. orderly. Such, after a fair ~
; trial, if guilty, are brought to a ©
tl sense of their duty in the pale -
3 of the Ordinance. Soit

Ry,f =
Ss

3
3
=
3 .

8

|
Yes, It has. I have heard nothing to the Yes.

contrary, as the Rev. — Ross
is gone to Europe.

Divine service is generally
performed by one of the mi-
nisters of the other parishes.

J Three{ ae - = 30 stripes. One - ~ 25 stripes. ig. [One > ~ 30 stripes. Two£One - - 30 stripes.
Six, One - - 25Two - = 25 do. each.

Four - - 15 do. each.
One -+ 30 ,,
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western DIvISION.

C. H. Strutt, Esq.

 

DISTRICT (B)

A.M. Lyons,Esq,

  

12. Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respecting
their clothing, food, treatment,
or upon any subject? In the
event of any complaints having
been made to you, have you
carefully investigated into the
matters, and caused justice to
be rendered to the parties es
far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

Two complaints were made
by pradial apprenticed la-
bourers against their managers,
for ordering them to labour in
the field wnen they had not
been accustomed to field la-
beur, as they stated.

An apprenticed labourer of
« Anne's Grove’ complained
to me thata man at Lowlands
had a dog belonging to him,
which he refused to give up;
L immediately rode over, and
got the animal restored to its
rightful owner, and settled the
matter amicably.

Ihave had no complaints
respecting clothing, food, &c.

me,

The general complaints
the labourers have been fe
ing, and a few cases of jg.
lousies among themselves,

 
 

18. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children.  

None. There have been none. None.

 
 

14, How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents ?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed 1o take
care of their young children,
and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance and
hospital treatment of the estate
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery.

15. On how many estates
in your district are schools
established? Name theestates,
proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

The children are fed gra-
tuitously on every estate (ex-
cept on plantation ‘ Wood-
lands,” where salt fish is not
issued to them.)

Nurses are specially ap-
pointed to take care of tne
children when their parents
are at labour.
They have the advantage

of medical assistance and hos-
pital treatment as formerly.

None.

They are fed gratuitously.
There are women appointed

to take care of the young
children. They are allowed
medical assistance in the hour
of sickness.

I have, unfortunately, no
schools in my district, with
the exception of a Sunday
school at ‘ Chapman’s Grove.’
Dr. Chapman is the pro-
prietor.

The children are fed wi
taken care of as formerly, a
women are appointed to th
care of them when their m
thers are at work in the fel
and exempt from all ott
duty. They have also &
advantage of medical ass
ance and hospital treatmet

ee

There has been no incre

or decrease in schools since

former report.

 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
Lieutenant-governor, con-
nected with the peace, tran-
quillity and happiness of the
district under your superin-
tendence? If yes, state the
same.  None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
S.J.P. This month I have not.

C. HL. Strutt,
S.J.P.

(signed)  I think the district tan

and quiet, and going 00 ,

well, particularly the last fa

night.

(signed) A. Ml.Ly

|
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i DISTRICT (C.)

DISTRICT (D.)

Town. River. Urrer River. Captain Allen.

W. J. Brittain, Esq. Captain Delafons, Rr. N. George Ross, Esq.

0 One complaint for an as- None. One compiaint was _pre- Twenty complaints have
ht sault and battery has during ferred against a manuger for| been preferred by the appren-
ei! the past month been made striking an apprenticed la-| ticed labourers during the

to the magistrate of this di- bourer, but was withdrawn by |month, and justice has been
yision of the district. The the complainant, rendered in all cases, as far

case was carefully investigated as was practicable or desirable
and dismissed, it being un- for the interests of the com-

substantiated by the evidence plainants.

produced.

None. None. No. No free children have been
bound apprentices last month.

|
,

au Most opulent employers | The children are fed from| With the exception of plan- The free children are ge- |] ->°
a |in this town feed the free | the stores of the estates gra-| tations ‘ Little Diamond,’| nerally fed by an allowance|2
it | children of the apprenticed| tuitously, and women spe-| ‘ Garden of Eden,and‘Pros-| of salt fish and plantains u
nie labourers, cially appointed to feed and to| perity,’ the children have an| issued to the mothers, and )
ll, takecareof the young children,| extra allowance of provisions | when the latter are at work ,&
the whoate admitted freely into| on all the estates in this divi- | in the field, a woman is ap-| §
tk the hospitals when unwell. sion. pointed to take care of them. - | 3
sis They are allowed, without The children are reported =
at exception, nurses and medical| to receive the same medical| ‘=

attendance. assistance and hospital treat- | $
mentas when in a state of| ~~
slavery.

tt | Not applicable to this divi- | |Houston and Rome. There are schools at Peter's | The report of the schools
ef | sion of the district. Hall, Perseverance and the| has not varied in any respect

Craig, under the management| during the last six months.
of the Rev. L. Strong.

aot

" ren’ Particular grounds of This month shows a pro- Nil. Nil.
ft | the ark at present suggest| gressive improvement both in

inselves. males and females.

‘ (igned) 7. WY,Brittain, (signed) Zhomas Delafons, (signed) George Ross, (signed) J. A. Allen,
‘ 8. J.P. S.J. P. 8. J.P. &.J. * |
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35:] DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.,)

DISTRICT (E.) : . :Spry Bartlett, Esq George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. Captain Coleman,
, Esq.

r None. None, A complaint was made by Some complaints havebea,
an apprenticed labourer against| preferred to me by the appren-

; a manager, for withholding a| ticed labourers respecting tr.
a part of his allowance of pro-| fling assaults; | havecarefully: visions, which, upon investiga- | investigated into the matter
3 tion, was proved to have been| and caused justice to be rep.
§ wholly unfounded, dered to the parties, so farao

It was in my power.3
Two trifling assaults by over:

seers on apprenticed labourer,3
which were compromised, and

g
two others of similar natuy
referred to thenext court(jn
ferior) of criminal justice,

% (None. None. None have been thus bound. No, none,

3
3
3
Sg

x

3
=
XN

 
r

Plantations ‘ Hague,’ ‘ Gro-
enveldt’ and * Met en Mur-
zog,’ no food or doctor.

Plantations ‘ Anna Cathe-
rina,’ ‘ Vreesen Houp,’ ‘ Wil-

Upon every estate in this
district the children are treated
as formerly, with the excep-
tion of‘ Vertrowen’ and ‘ Belle-
field,’ owned by Mr. Bowell,

The children are fed and
taken care of in every respect
in the same manner as when
they were in a state of slavery.

 

complaints.

 

 

x liam’ and ‘ Best,’ no food, but| and ¢ Success,’ owned by Mr.
=| doctor allowed. Jones, where only medical at-
: On the other estates in this | tendance is provided for them.
$| district no change bas taken
@( place.
3
5
2
s

On six estates (names given.) | Four schools. On five (names given.) On one only, plantain
»

¢ Anna Regina,’ James Stet

= art, attorney, and RobertMa
Ss kay, manager.

$
So
2
S
&

3
==

5 ee

Nil. The negro has not a proper The general conduct of the No.

A
n
s
w
e
r
s
to

Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

16
. (signed) Spry Bartlett,

8. J.P. idea of the value of time or of
money. Nothing could teach
him the true value of these
sooner, or promote industry
more, than being paid every
week for his extra labour.

(signed) Geo. Killock,
8. J. Pe apprenticed labourers in this

district has been most exem-
plary, and they have worked
with much assiduity during
the past month.

(signed) George Ball,
8. J. Pe

(signed) ThomasColeen, mene
 

The same as before, and 10
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We
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DISTRICT (I)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

 

 

  

No, with the exceptionof No. None whatever. No.

the cases referred to your
Excellency.

No. No. No. Two free children have been
bound apprentices during the
last month; one an orphan
girl, to Mrs. M‘Donald, widow

of the late James M‘Donald, Esq. whu was
the last owner of the mother asaslave; the
child is nowregistered as anon-predial. The
other is a preedial attached to plantation Post
Mourant, with the free consent, indeed on
the personal application of the only sur-
viving parent, the father.
  

Generally, the same as be-
fore the 1st of August 1834.

Taken care of-in the same
manner as when inastate of
slavery.

On most estates in the dis-
trict the children under six
years have a gratuitous allow-
ance of food and medical at-
tendance.

On three estates the chil-
dren are fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents; on
the others they are fed gra
tuitously from the stores of
the estates. On all, women
are appointed to take care of
the children, and they have
the advantage of medical as-
sistance and hospital treat-
ment.

 
 

On most of the estates there
are schools among the la+
bourers themselves; on several

there are teachers engaged,
besides the establishments at
the places ofworship.

On three estates (names
given.)

On six estates (names given.) None.

 

Nil,

(signed) George Rose,
S.J. P. ‘Sterencsene, Nil.

(signed) John M‘Leod,
8. J. P.

Recommends, as a check to
the commission of rape on in-
fants, that the English Act of
Parliament which declares the
nullity of assent in an infant
under the age of 10, be in force
in this colony, &c,

(signed) A. Van Ryck de Groot,
8. J.P.  Nil.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart Muir,
8.3. P.

 

(True extracts.)
J. H.W. Sidley,

Private Secretary.
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—No. 256.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 27 January 1836.

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a speech which I yesterday
addressed to the combined court of this colony, upon opening the session for the
present year. As that speech contains a faithful and accurate account of the
prosperity, tranquillity and industry of this province, I shall, upon the present
occasion, not trespass longer upon your Lordship’s time than respectfully to refer
your Lordship to that document; and at the same time to offer my sincere congra-
tulations at the complete and triumphant success which has attended the Abolition
of Slavery in British Guiana; a success so much beyond what even the most
sanguine of the advocates for the abolition anticipated, that I am induced to look

o . .

forward to the cessation of the apprenticeship system without apprehension.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carm!' Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 256.

GovERNMENT Notice.

Tux following Speech, addressed this day by his Excellency the Lieutenant-govertor,
Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., to the Members of the Honourable
the Court of Policy and the Financial Representatives, in combined Court assembled, is
published, by command of his Excellency, for general information.

Guiana, Public Buildings, 26 January 1836. By Order of his Excellency,

H. E. F. Young, Government Secretary.

Gentlemen of the Court of Policy, and Gentlemen Financial Representatives in
combined Court assembled :—

In meeting you upon the present occasion, I have very great pleasure in being enabled

to congratulate you upon the flourishing condition of this very important colony ; upon the
happy, tranquil and industrious state of our labouring population; upon the very consi-

derable additional quantity of produce manufactured and exported as compared with the

years of slavery ; upon the improvements and new buildings which are every where rapidly
arising around us; upon the absence of crime, and upon the paucity of punishment. { do

not believe that any province of the British Empire can be justly quoted as being in a more
prosperous state than British Guiana. All interests in this colony are equally thriving.

II.

It is, however, gentlemen, the business of the legislator neither to be dazzled with pre-
sent prosperity, nor to be depressed with apparent adversity. He is calmly to consider
those measures, by the adoption of which the first is to be maintained and the latter to be
removed. Having triumphantly, successfully and prosperously taken the first great step
towards the emancipation of our labouring population; having personally witnessed the

working of the present system of apprenticed labour, we bave experience and practical
knowledge toassist us in forming our arrangements for the future. We have only our-

selves to blame if we are not as successful in the second step as we have been with the first;

if the final results of the complete change, which will, in so very few years, inevitably take
place in the situation of the labouring class, is not attended with that mutual advantage to
the employer and to the labourer which has accompanied the commencement.

Ill.

I believe there is hardly a person connected with this colony who is not now convinced
of the worldly policy of affording religious and moral instruction to the labouring class,
even should he not be actuated by considerations of a more exalted nature. Lam happy to
bear witness to the unwearied exertions of the reverend the ministers of the religion of
our Saviour, and of the several catechists, to whatever church or sect they may belong.
The mild precepts of the Christian religion, the pure morality inculcated by the Gospel,
have taken deep root in this colony. This, gentlemen, is not idle declamation. Look at the

weekly announcement of marriages; at the shame and sense of degradation which now accom-
pany
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any concubinage. Turn to the proceedings of the Supreme Criminal Courts; of the

Inferior Criminal Courts; to the periodical police reports of the Sheriffs ; inquire into the

nature of the crimes, and the number of prisoners, Examine the reports of the Special

Justices. Look into the gaols themselves. ; Task if any gentleman can point out any part

of His Majesty’s dominions where fewer crimes are committed? where greater tranquillity

is enjoyed? or, where the labouring population is more industrious? With these strong

roofs of the improved morality of the labouring population ; of the immediate practical

ood to be expected from the more enlarged diffusion of religious and moral instruction,

we are surely called upon by self-interest, independently ofall higher motives, to do all in

our power to encourage and to gratify that anxiety for instruction which so happily prevails.

It affords me pleasure to be able to state, that at this moment there are no less than nine

chapels building, the necessary funds for the construction of which have been raised by

subscriptions from amongst the proprietors, aided by the apprenticed labourers themselves,
Upon all occasions the apprenticed labourers have subscribed willing)y and liberally (accord-

ing to their bumble means) towards the construction of a temple for the living God. A

people who thus act, who are so desirous of obtaining instruction and of raising themselves

in the scale of civilized life, are not likely to fly to the bush. ‘They will not abandon their

ministers, their chapels, their schools, for the woods and wilds of the interior, provided their

homes are not rendered unhappy, On those estates where the apprenticed labourers are

comfortably located, where they have the undisturbed and andisputed possession of small

portions of land, and are protected and encouraged in the cultivation of the same, the

necessary labour required by their Jandlord will, in my opinion, be cheerfully afforded after

the 1st August 1840, for moderate and reasonable wages.

IV.

In reflecting upon the state of this province, and upon the good conduct of the apprenticed
labourers, let us not overlook the fact ofno less than 12 police-sergeants, 120armed policemen,

and 12 police establishments having been judged necessary, and been actually decreed in

the Ordinance No. 43, for the government of the apprenticed labourers in this colony.

Such was the distrust, such were the apprehensions entertained at the moment. We have

not however built a single police station, nor have wea single armed policeman in the country

districts. Each judicial district has merely one unarmed messenger, employed under the
Special Justice, 10 deliver the necessary summons or citation to a witness in the case of a

complaint brought before him. ‘The pay of these messengers is the only expense incurred

by the colony, in lieu of the £.11,000 per annum, which was the lowest estimate of the

expense of the proposed police establishment. These facts, gentlemen,| appeal to with

pleasure. Judging of the future by the past, Lam sanguine in my expectations of the for-
tunate result of the great and blessed change which has been so far happily accomplished.
Thedecree which abolished slavery laid, I am fain to believe, the foundation stone of per-
manent prosperity for British Guiana.

Vv.

I have deemed it right, previously to entering upon the business of the session, to trouble
you with the foregoing observations. I will only add, that in the happiness I feel at the

present flourishing state of the province, in the satisfaction I experience at witnessing the
complete and triumphant success of the line of conduct I felt it my duty to adopt, I am
amply compensated for whatever opposition I may have met with, and for whatever ebul-
lition of angry feeling may occasionally have been manifested towards my administration
of this government. Conscious of the integrity of my motives, these things in fact never
caused to me a moment of serious uneasiness. You may depend upon it, gentlemen, that
you will find me as zealous in the discharge of my duty, and as anxious as I ever have been,
for the success of every measure which: may have for its object the advancement of the
permanent prosperity of this important and magnificent colony.

VI.

I have now sincere pleasure in being able to announce to you the immediate and, as I

hope, final termination of all discussions connected with our civil list. Of the two propo-
sitions forwarded from hence in the month of June last, I have received the King’s com-
mands to accept, in His Majesty’s name, of that which, after due consideration, f should
consider the best calculated for the good of his service and the welfare of the province. I
accordingly accept, in His Majesty’s name, of that plan which does away with the King’s
chest; places His Majesty’s incidental revenue at your disposal, as a part of your ways and
means; and secures to the servants of the Crown the regular payment of their established
salaries. This plan is perfectly in accordance with my own views and wishes, as explained

to you on former occasions. “An Ordinance to carry this measure into operation has been

prepared, by my instructions, by the Attorney-general, and will forthwith be submitted to
the Court of Policy. As soon as this Ordinance is passed, an order will be issued by His

Majesty in council, placing this combined Court in possession of full authority with respect
to the details of the yearly Estimates. I trust, gentlemen, that all causes, not only of present
but even of possible future differences, with respect to our yearly financial arraogements,
being thus about to be removed, the happiness, tranquillity aud prosperity of this colony will
Test Upon too secure a basis to be easily interrupted.

166,—II, Gentlemen,

GUIANA,
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GUIANA. Gentlemen, Financial Representatives,—

I will not at present detain you any longer. You may now retire. I shall lose no time
in preparing, with the assistance of the Court of Policy, the Ordinance to which I have
referred, as also the Estimates for the service of the present year. As soon as the Lstimates
are.ready, and which I hope will be the case in a few days, I shall again call for your
assistance.
The importation duties having been so profitable, I hope you will deem it advisable to

propose the continuance of this source of revenue, which it appears will enable you to dispense
with the taxes on income and on gigs and horses, the abolition ofwhich I earnestly recom-
mend, as diminishing the frequency of oaths and affidavits, an evil that every prudent and
moral legislator ought to endeavour to avoid, tending, as they do, to place the conscience
and the pecuniary interests of the tax-payer at variance. In furtherance of this view, as
also with the object of substituting a mode of raising the revenue less varied in its items
and more simple in its form than that which now exists, it may be worth your attentive
deliberation to consider how far a duty on exports, in conjunction with that on imports,
can be so equitably adjusted to the general interests, as to render unnecessary any other
species of taxation.

I also am equally anxious that the lastage or tonnage duty, payable at the Berbice River,
should be done away with, so that the two ports of the colony shouldbe perfectly assimi-
lated in point of expense. These things, however, you will duly weigh and consider at the
proper period ; I merely allude to them at present as hints for your consideration.

26 January 1836. J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 25'7.—

No. 257. Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 28 January 1836.
I uave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly

o> reports I require from the special justices for the month of December last.
Your Lordship will perceive, with pleasure, the very few punishments which have
been found necessary, and that they have only amounted to twenty-one. I
trust that the period is not very distant when they may be done away with
altogether.

I beg leave further to lay before your Lordship the weekly reports from the
gaols of George Town and of New Amsterdam: areference to these documents
will show your Lordship that in no part of His Majesty's dominions are fewer
crimes or outrages committed. In fact, the most perfect tranquillity prevails,
and a ready obedience to the law is paid by all, without any coercive measures
being required.

Your Lordship will be able to judge of and to appreciate the industry and good-
will of the apprenticed labourers, by an inspection of the accompanying official
documents from the Custom-houses of George Town and of New Amsterdam.
The value of the additional produce exported during the year 1835, as compared
with the average of the years of slavery, is not far short of half a million sterling,
and has required twenty-seven additional merchant vessels, and furnished employ-
ment for 540 additional British seamen to convey the same to Europe. These
incontrovertible facts require no comment. The value of the imports into British
Guiana, during the same period, cannot be so correctly ascertained, as the Custom-
house here has no means of affording that information, which can only be got at
through the Custom-houses in Great Britain and Ireland ; but the collector informs
me that, in his opinion, they have more than doubled during the last year. There
is a general appearance of happiness and content, and a marked improvement in
the dress and in the comforts of the labourers and of their families most gratifying
to behold, and which are too evident not to be apparent to the most careless
observer. I have the pleasure of being able to report to your Lordship, that
nothing can be more favourable than the present state or the future prospects of
this colony, as far as I am enabled to judge.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) = J. Carm! Smyth.
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QUESTIONS.
DISTRICT (A.)
 

Western Division.

C. Hi. Strutt, Esq.
Eastern Division,

XK. Heyland, Esq.
 

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M,. Lyons, Esq.

 

1. Angthe labourers in your

district civil, contented and

cheerful?

They are,

 

Yes, I bave visited sixteen
estates during the month;
names given in the original
Report.

I have visited 24 estates
during the month; names
given in original Report.
The labourers in this district
are civil, contented and cheer-
ful.

 

2. Havethey performed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good-will ?

They have, with the excep-
tion of a few badly-disposed
individuals on plantation
‘ Bachelor's Adventure.’

The work has been per-
formed with alacrity and good-
will generally.

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

On plantation ‘ Bachelor’s
Adventure’ the apprenticed
labourers have not been doing
their work either so readily
or so willingly as I could wish ;
some of them are decided
skulkers, and I anticipate
trouble with them ere I shall
be able to bring them to a
sense of their duty. The
Messrs Hopkins are the pro-
prietors; Mr. Grant is the
attorney.

The work has not been
readily performed on planta-
tion ‘Woodlands, George
Rainey, attorney; John Mit-
chell, manager. And on plan- -
tation ‘Good Hope,’ John
Douglas, attorney; Patrick
Ennis, manager.

The work has been per-
formed with aiacrity and good-
will, except on ‘ Cumming’s
Lodge.’

 

The work has been unwil-
lingly perfora:ed by the women
in the strong class. Maclean
and Carnet joint proprietors;
manager, [. M‘Donald.

 

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the ‘labourers
Prefer working the seven hours
anda half a .ed alf per day, as fixed by

a species of voluntary task-
wofk is generally resorted to
ja my district, both managers
‘andapprenticed labourers being
guided by the tariff.

In general; it is, however,
optional with the apprenticed
labourers,

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to in this district.

 

5. What are the working
jours most generally in use
in your district? Are there
any estates in your district onwhich the labourers are com-
Pelled to lay by fur two or threehours in the middle of the day,and then to complete theiraeven hours and a half in theafternoon (by which divisionoftheir labour they have littleor no time to themselves)? IfYes, have the goodness toame the estates, proprietorsTattornies, and the managers,

o

166.—II,

  On plantations ‘ Clonbrook,’
* Ann’s Grove’ ‘Cove and
John,’ ‘ Paradise,’ ‘ Enmore’
and * Buchelor’s Adventure,’
the hours of labour are from
seven to eleven and from one
to half-past four; on the other
estates they are allowed to
work their hours off without
intermission, or are guided by
the tariff in their voluntary
task-work, frequently finishing
@ proper quantity of Jabour in
four or five hours.

When task-work is not re-
sorted to, the hours of labour
in general use are from seven
to half-past two o'clock P. m.
On plantation ‘Cane Grove,’

G. L. Bell, attorney and
manager; and ‘ Broom Hall,’
William Booker, attorney and
manager. The hours of labour
are from seven to eleven, and
one to half-past four. On
plantations ‘ Fellowship’ and
* Park Front,’ the labour is
performed in five days, at the

| rate of nine hours per day.   The labourers generally
commence work at seven
o'clock, and go on until they
finish ; on no estate are they
compelled to lay by in the
middie of the day.
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December 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)
 

‘Town.
George Ross, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, B.N.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D)

Captain Allen,

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
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on

1.
a

They are. Yes, generallyso, with sume
few exceptions, during the
month. I have visited all
the estates under my magis-
terial charge.

On some estates they are,
but on others quite the reverse.
I have visited eleven estates
(names given in original Re-
port) and the hospitals thereon
during the month.

Yes, generally so, 1 visite
ten estates and the hospitals
thereon (names given in orig.
nal Report); I likewise visite;
twenty other estates or wood.
cutting establishments (name;
given) during the month.
The apprenticed labourey

are, for the most part, con  tented and happy; those gf
‘ Maria’s Lodge,’ ‘Chantilly’
and ‘La Parfaite Harmonie’
excepted,
 

An
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2. Judging by the paucity of

complaints, the conclusiou to
be drawn respecting the dis-
position of the apprenticed
labourers is favourable.

Generally, some few excep-
tions only.

On several estates they
have not,

Yes, with some few excep.
tions.
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3.

No, generally. Yes, particularly on ¢ Litile
Diamond,’ Messrs, Blake and
Bishop, trustees, and Roger
Hunter, manager ; ‘ Garden of
Eden,’ Messrs. Mangel and
Luther, attornies, and L. M.
Cruikshank,manager; ‘ Friend-
ship,” Messrs. Rivers and
Koolas, attornies, Roderick
M‘Kenzie, manager ; ‘ Farm,’
Messrs. Rivers and Koolas,
atturnies, and John M‘Kenzie,
manager.

The work has not bee
readily performed on plants
tion ‘ Chantilly,’ Alexander
Stevenson, proprietor, C. H,
Jones (late) manager; ‘ Vrede-
stein, Stewart and M‘Cor
mack, managers; P. Young;
* Maria’s Lodge,’ Lane and
Paul, attornies, G. Johnston,
manager; ‘ La Parfaite Har
monie,’ Mr. St. Felix, pro
prietor, J. Parlee, manager.

 

A
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on
4. Task-work is resorted to on

the estates in this division of
the district; the town me-
chanics work the legal time.

They work the seven hours
and # half per day, as fixed
by law.

The labourers in this part
of the district generally pre-
fer working the seven hours
and halfa per day, as fixed by
law; but on many estates
they do not perform. one-half
the work which by assiduous
and steady industry they
might easily perform in that
time.

Task-work is generally
sorted to.
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5.  On the estates attached to

this division, the labourers
usually begin about seven
o'clock 4.M., and lay by when
their task is finished,  From seven a. m. until half-

past two P.M. None are obliged
to lay by during the day.  The working hours most

generally in useare from seven
4.M.to half-past two p.m. Iam
not aware of any estate in this
part of the district to which
the latter part of this question
applies.   Working hours, where ”

task-work is resorted to, sev
to eleven a. m., twelveto halt
past three p. a. Thereare™
estates wherethelabour

compelled to lay by
hours in the middle of the
day.    
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Bail, Esq.

 

DISTRICT (H.)

J. W. Brittain, Esq.

 

During the month, I have

visited the hospitals on five

estates, and the labourers ap-

pear contented and civil.

Yes; during the month I
have visited the hospitals of
22 estates on Leguan, 19 es-
tates on Wakenaam and three
estates on Hog Island, being
the whole of the estates in this
district.

They are perfectly civil, and
#ppear contented and cheerful.
I have visited and conversed
with the labourers, and have
also inspected the hospitals on
nineteen estates (names given
in original Report). The sick
are by no means numerous,
and appear well taken care of. |.

 

They are, with very few
exceptions, civil, contented
and cheerful.

 

Generally throughout the
district, with the exception of
plantation ‘ Cornelia Ida ;’ but
that only commenced last
Tuesday, and I understand
they returned to their work
this morning.

Yes, They have, on every estate
in this district.

Theydo the amount of work
expected from them with the
more alacrity and gocd-will,
as on almost every estate in
the district ; additional labour
is performed for hire.

 

Only the above and some
few of the women attached to
plantation ‘ Fellowship ;’ but for
some time the conduct of these
apprenticed labourers has been
most excellent.

Plantation ‘Cornelia Ida,’
Mr. Vyohouse, attorney; Mr.
George Ross, manager,

‘Fellowship,’ Captain Wa-
terton, proprietor; Mr, S. Wa-
terton, manager.

Sa ce

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

I have visited the only
estate in the district (planta-
tion ‘ Affiance’), where discon-
tent prevailed during the
month before last.
The labourers are now

working cheerfully there, the
same as on other estates.
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Generally task-work, Task-work is general, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work .is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred by the
labourers.

Task-work is very generally
resorted to in this district.
Indeed, I have not heard of
any work in tHe district not
done in that way, except the
picking of coftun and coffee,
which the managers assert
does not admit of being done
by task.

 

_ The bell, on mostestates,
Tings at seven, and the la-bourers usually remain until
their task is finished,   166,—IT,  Upon no estates are the la-

bourers compelled to lay by.
They work as they like. The
hours are from about six to
twelve, one, two, three, four’
and five, according to cireum-
stances, and the bargain made.  The labourers go to work at

half-past six or seven, and
finish at their option. They
are not compelled to lay by in
the middle of the day cn any
estate in this district.  The hour they are expected

to turn out is seven A.M.
Some turn out earlier, in order
to have more time to work
extra for hire. ‘Fhe most able
and diligent labourers often
finish the scale of work as-
signed to them in little more
than four hours. The more in-
dolent take six; but all prefer
finishing an assigned scale, to
remaining seven hours and a
half in the field. No com-
plaint has been made respect-
ing the hours of labour.  



 ———,
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December 1835.
J DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M)

DISTRICT (1)
George Rose, Esq. John M‘Leod, Esq. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. J. O. Lockhart Muir, Ey,

/ .
Generally they are, I Yes, generally. During the month, Ihave| Ihave visited all the estitz

w| have visited every estate in visited twelve estates and the| in my district. In generalthe
» | the district some two or three hospitals thereon, and found| labourers are civil, Contentaj
-S| times, and’several of the hos- the apprenticed labourers civil, | and cheerful,
s pitals. contented and cheerful,

cS

&

§
==
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y
a Generally they have. In most instances, In general they have. Yes, with few exceptions,
2

3
S$
eS
&

5
=
=
x

M
7

No, with the exception of| No. Generally it has. In the No.
a few. best gangs there are idlers

and indifferent characters ;
such of course excepted.

°
=
3
3

é
&

5
2=
Ss

a

$ Yes, it is generally pre- The task-system is resorted Tusk-work is most gene- A specified portion of wi,
z | ferred by the labourers. to; the labourers preferring| rally performed by the la-| is ‘usually allotted to each Ir
3) the same. bourers. They work it dili- | bourer.
§ gently in general, and in so
Ce doing are early at home;
2 some at one, some at two

s o'clock, according to their ac-
3 tivity and diligence.
=
NX

\. _— 
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(

 
From seven to half-past two,

or until their task“is finished,
which is often as early ax half-
past twelve; and optional
with themselves whether they
rest or not during their task.

From half-past six till the
‘ day’s labour is performed.  As the labourers in general

prefer task-work, which they
finish as it suits themselves,
they are not controlled there-
in. The bell rings, or shell
is blowa at eleven and one
o’clock, to mark time,  Work is generallyom

menced about seven 0c

and the labourers return wt

they have completed thet

portions of specified work,
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)
 

Eastern DIvisi0n.

K. Heyland, Esq.
Western Division,

C. H. Strutt, Esq.
 

6. Do the labourers on

any estate in your district

erform extra labour for hire?

If yes, name the estates, the

rate of wages for extra work,

and state how and when the

payments are made; and if

extra work is not performed

for wages, State if reasonable

wages have been offered, with

weekly payment, If reason-

able wages and prompt pay-

ment have been offered and

rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
vatiably perform extra labour
for hire, earning from 6 bits
to 2 f. guilders), and some-
times a dollar a week, which
is paid upon demand.
The offer to employ field

labourers during their own
hours bas not been repeated,

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

On all the estates in my dis-
trict the labourers employed in
the boiling-houses and about
the buildings receive wages
for extra labour, varying from
two to four guilders per week
each. On plantations ‘ Dock-
four,’ ‘Lowlands’ and ‘ Bee-
hive,’ the gangs employed in
cane-cutting are also in receipt
of wages for extra labour, from
two to three guilders per week
each, At* Anne’s Grove’ the
cotton pickers are allowed one
bit for every 10 lbs. above
50 lbs. ; payments monthly.

The labourers perform extra
labour for hire in the manu-
facture of sugar and picking
cotton and coffee; also, men
employed in punts, schooners,
&c. Two stivers per hour in
the buildings, five stivers for
every 10 lbs. of cotton, and
five stivers for a basket of
coffee. The men employed
in the schooners and punts
are paid according to the dis-
tance, five stivers to 20 a trip,
according to the distance.
Rum, tobacco and sugar also
allowed them.
 

7, Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
anyattempt Lo resist authority,
by force, in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

Three trifling instances on
plantations ‘ Batavia,’ ‘ He-
lena’ and ‘ Belmont’
On * Helena’ and ‘ Belmont’

some slight attempt was made
to resist authority.

There have been none None.

 

 
8. In the event of any dise

position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination or conspi-
racy ? or is it only with respect
to a few idle and disorderly
apprentices that you have had
complaints made?

The neglect ofwork on plan-
tations ‘ Woodlands’ and ‘Good
Hope’ was so general that I
have been induced to attribute
it to combination.

The strong women of plan-
tation ‘ Cumming’s Lodge’
conduct has been very rude to
those in authority over them,
and so general as to induce
me to attribute it to combina-
tion, not to perform their work.
This only attaches to the wo-
men; the men and other wo-
men are going on very well.

 

9 Has the attendance of
the praedial labourers at church,
and of their children at school,
been regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

The attendance at church
has not been equal to the ac-
commodation afforded them;
that of their children at school
has been to the full of the
extremely limited means of
instruction open to them.

I think [ may say it has. The attendance of the la-
bourers at church has been
good, and of their children at
school.

 

10. Have you, individually
48a magistrate, and has the
Court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month? and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber of delinquents sopunished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each cae.

Que - - = 20 stripes. None. None.

 

11. Has any manager, over-
Seer, or other person anautho-
nity over the preedial !abourers
een fined or otherwise pu-Nishedby the Court over which

You preside during the preced-
ng mouth, for misconducttowards any labourer or la-

turers?’ Have there been
any instances of the labourers
ae: been detained atworkyond the legal hours? and,euch case, has the shillingvet ing per hour for each indi-dual labourer been levied ?

166,—I[,
 James Rutherford, manager
of plantation ‘ Carlton Hall,’
and W. H. Whitecombe, over-
seer of plantation ‘ Strathaven,’
were each fined five pounds
for the maltreatment of ap-
preuticed labourers.  I fined an overseer at plan-

tation ‘ Paradise,’ named Wat-
son, 22 guilders for unneces-
sary severity to a woman of
the estate when acting as con-
stable.

There have been no in-
stances of any labourers hav-
ing been detained beyond the
legal hours during last month
in my district.  One manager has been fined

10 shillings.  
(c
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December 1835.] DISTRICT (C.)

a

DISTRICT (D)
 

 

Town,

George Ross, Esq.

RIverR.

Captain Delafons, R.N.

Upper River.

Captain Coleman.
Captain Allen,

 

  

On the estates in this divi-
sion extra work for hire is per-
formed about the buildings, at

None by force.
On plantation ‘ Ruimveld,’

24 Dec. a gang of 28 labour-

Extra labour for hire is ge-
nerally performed in and about
the buildings, at the rate of

The detail respecting ¢
labour for hire and wage
given &c. has not varied singy
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sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
8. toms ofinsubordination or con-

spiracy.
taken place, I attribute it to
the idle and-disorderly. At
Ruimveld, on the 24th Dec.
I solely attributed it to the
influence which Alexander,
apprentice labourer, held over
the gang; he I sentenced to
14 days’ hard labour (tread-
mill) and to 10 days’ solitary
confinement.

 

| the rate of one anda half to| ers were complained of for| from one and a half to two last report on that subject,

8| two bits per day; payment| neglect of duty, rushed out of| bits per day, prompt payment.

S| prompt; and on plantation | court, and for a short time It is rarely performed for hire

& ‘ Sophia,’ a coffee estate, extra| effected their escape, but the in the fields.

= « work is done when the crop is | ringleaders returned the same

=| to be picked. day, and were sent to the
s tread-mill and solitary con-
g finement.*

x

> f

a No. * The above is the answer to There have been some in-| _ There have been some indi:

3 No. 7 query. stances of insubordination, but vidual instances of insubord.

oe No. 6 query is answered in| no attempt to resist authority| nation, but none of a com

8 the original Report, No. by force in this part of the| bined or general nature, Ther

= district. has been no attempt to resit

E authority by force, except that

. of a drunken man resisting

SL being confined.

( There have been no symp- Where such conduct has There have been many com-| _Thecomplaintsaboutnegled
plaints made against idle ap-
prentices, though but few dis-
orderly; and I cannot but at-
tribute it to a conspiracy
among them to perform as
little work for their employers
as they possibly can.

ofwork last month I haverather
attributed to bad managemat
of the estates concerned, tha to any combination or co
spiracy. In other respects,
few idle or disorderly appre
tices only have been com
plained of.

 

  

 

o
8 The places of worship and Yes, Yes. The attendance at t

& schools are well attended, and church of St. Mark, wher

>| the accommodation quite suf- divine service was perform
* 4 ficient. last month, has little varied; that of the childra

3
has increased; but the attendance in eithercu

=
is not equal to the local accommodation.

Sh —

o| None. None. Fours One * > 25stripes. None.

a Three- - 20 do. each.

3
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No. None. No. No case of the naturebs
occurred, or heen substantit
last month.
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beeen

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

Ey

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)
J. W. Brittain, Esq.

 |_

Only about the buildings;

firemen, boilermen and engi-

neers; rate ol wages about two

stivers per hour, paid generally

weekly, in silver.

Upon every estate the la-
bourers perform extra work for
hire; upon some the whole
gang are paid; on others only
the cane-cutters and those
about the buildings. The wages
are from one bit to three guil-
ders per week.

Extra work for hire is very
generally performed ; the rate
of wages is from a guilder to
one and a half per day, accord-
ing to the work they are em-
ployed at. They are usually
paid monthly. There are,
however, a very few estates
on which, from what cause I
have not been able to ascer-
tain, the labourers, particularly
the females, are averse to field-
work,

On almost, if not every es-
tate in the district,extra labour
is performed for hire by the
men, women, and even chil-
dren. The genera! rate of hire
is five bits for the amourt of
work expected asa day’s la-
bour from an able apprenticed
labourer. On the estate where
I at present reside, ‘La belle
Alliance,’ I this day saw from
six to eight guilders paid to a
considerable number of labour-
ers, for extra labour performed
during the week,

 

Some insubordination was
shown by the women of ,the
‘ Fellowship ’ and ‘ Cornelia
Ida,’ but soon checked.

None. Nothing whatever of this
nature has taken place,

Nothing like an attempt to
resist authority by force in this
district has come to my know-
ledge during the last month.

 

Mostly the same idle and
disorderly apprentices are
complained of,

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly appren-
tices that complaints have been
made,

Wholly with respect to the
latter.

There has been some at-
tempt on the part of the preg-
nant women, in the very early
stage, and some only pretend-
ing to be so, to refuse to do
their work, even in the weekly
gang. By punishing some of
the worst with solitary con-
finement for a short time, I
trust this combination will
shortly be put an end to.
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Yes. The churches and schools

are well attended, but there
are only two churches in the
district, whilst there ought at
least to be double as many.
There is likewise a great
want of schools,

As usual, and generally to
the full extent of the accom-
modation.  The attendance of the ap-

prenticed labourers at church
is to the full extent of the ac-
commodationafforded, and the

church is about to be immediately enlarged for their con-
venience. The evening school of the rector is also well
attended, both by adults and children.
 

One
Seven? Two* = 90

Four

-~ 30 stripes,
x» each.

“15 9» op

One - - 25 stripes,
One--15 55
One - » 25 stripes.

Three
One-- 8 ,,

One - - 20 stripes.
One --15 5,
One -+10 ,,
Two ++ 8 do. each.

Five

 

8 December. Geo,Waldie,overseer, plantation ‘ Ben
Amstel” was cothplained of
Y two apprenticed labourers

for assaulting them; the ac-
cused having expressed his
Sorrow for his conduct, Iper-Mitted a compromise,
Ing me

I deliver

ants, taking
the same,

his pay-
44 guilders, which
ed to the complain-

their receipt for

166.—I1,  None.  No instances of either have
occurred.

 
No complaint has been made|

to me of the nature during the
month.  
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December 1835.]

DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

J. M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

——-

DISTRICT (M)

J. 0. LockhartMuir,Ey, |

  

On the sugar estates occa-
sionally, the boilermen and
firemen do, and latterly on

On sugar estates the per-
sons about the buildings.

Yes; the labourers are hired
either to the proprietors they
belong to, or to the other es-

Very little extra labou; for
hire is performed, except jy!
the manufacture of sugar, ()
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<S | some of the cotton estates tates, for reasonable wages and| all the sugar estates, the pe

.S| they have performed extra la- prompt payment. sons employed about the bij,
B| bour in ginning and picking; ing house are paid, |
& wages vary; paid weekly or |
o 4 When asked for,

B
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=|3 No. No. No. No.

5 |
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Only of a few idle and dis- Itis only with respect to a No, I do not think so; it No.
eg | orderly that I have had com-| few idle and disorderly appren-| exists amongst the idle and dis-
sz| plaints made. tices that complaints have been| orderly, and such after a fair
3 made. trial, if convicted, are brought
§ to a sense of their duty within
oe the pale of the ordinance.
S

i
=

Ss

& f
3 Yes; since J last reported to It has, I have heard nothingto the Yes. |
& your Excellency, I have had contrary, since the Rev. Mr.
~J an opportunity of going to the chapelat Fowles, (which inone | Ross left this section for Europe for the benefit of his health;
*) of my former reports | mentioned was built by the labourers in | divine service is from time to time performed by oveof
5| their own time,andin which aWesleyanmissionary officiates every Sun- the other ministers. Mr.Henry, the catechist, reads every

day), and having observed such remarkable cleanfin di it ord d 7 ‘ . > .

g attentionin thelabourers, I have great pleasure inmentioning it here. Sunday to a congregation, in absence of a clergymau

(

6 None. None. None. Twenty-two convictions (i
“ i bees

g
persons, one having

3 twice convicted) have occl

s in this district during thes
& month, .
g \ None were punished }

e whipping.

:
S

~ No. No. No. No.
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ae DISTRICT (A.)
 

STIONS
DISTRICT (B.)

QUE " Eastern Division. Western Drvisro0n, 4. M. .
K. Heyland, Esq. C. H. Strutt, Esq. M. Lyons, Esq
  

12, Have any complaints No complaints have been The only complaint that I | . The complaints preferred are

been preferred to you during made, except the two men-| have had during the preceding by the indolent; I have care-

the last month, from any ap-| tioned in answer to the 11th } month, worthy of mention, is| fully investigated them, and

renticed labourers, respecting| query. referred to in my last answer.| almost invariably found them
theit clothing, food, treatment,

I have had several minor swer. | almostinvariably found

or upon any subject? In the plaints, all of which I settled

event of any complaints having amicably between the parties,

been made to you, have you giving my best attention to

carefully investigated into the
oth case ae it came before

watters, and caused justice to
me.

be rendered to the parties, as

far as it was in your power?

State the number and the na-

ture of the complaints which

may have been preferred to you
in general terms.
 

13, Have any of the free None, There have been none. None.

children, upon any of the es-

tates in your district, been

bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,
and state if the transactions
were with the free consent
and approbation of the parents
of the children.
 

14. How are the children The children are on every They are fed gratuitously, The children are fed and
fed ‘and taken care of on the| estate fed, taken care of, and| and have medical attendance| taken care of, and when un-
estates in your district? Are allowed the advantage ofme- during sickness, well allowed the advantage
they fed from the stores of the| dical assistance and hospital | While their mothers are in| of medical treatment as for-
estates gratuitously, and is an| treatment gratuitously, as pre-| the field, there are women ap-| merly. Women are appointed
additional quantity of salt fish | vious to their emancipation. | pointed te take care of them. | to take care of the young
and plantains issued for them, children when their mothers
or are they fed out of the al- are at work in the field.
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to takecare
of their young children, and
exempted froin all other duty ?
Are the children, when unwell,
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hos-

pital treatment of the estate,
in the same manner as when
they were ina state of slavery?

(c
on

ti
nu

ed
on

pa
ge

13
2.
)

  

   
15, On how many estates in | None. The only day-school in my| There has been an addi-

your district are schools esta- district is on plantation ‘En-| tional Sunday-school opened

Blished # Name the estates, more.’ The estate belongs to| by Mr,Watt (at Bethel Chapel),

etre and managers of Mr. Porley, who resides in| minister of the London Mis-
estateshaving schools. England. Mr. Gordon is the. sionary Society.

manager.

16. Are there any remarks With respect to my answer| I h ave none. I consider the district tran-

r Observations which you| to the 5th query, I have to quil and quiet; the holydaya
Lie, wish to convey to the| state that the labourersofCane went off very well, the la-

needet - governor, con-| Grove prefer to lay by in the bourers seemed very happy,
vill with the peace, tran-| middle of the day; and I was and they were liberally sup-
i ity and happiness of the| tearful of interfering with the plied with pork, tobacco, pipes,

tenders under your superin-| labourersofplantation‘Broom rum and sugar by their em-

ane If yes, state the Hall,’ as they were taking off ployers.

. the cotton crop.

(signed) K. Heyland, (signed) C. H. Strutt, (signed) 4. M. Lyons, J

8. J.P. 8.3. P. Ss. J.P.   166,—IT,
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December 1835.] DISTRICT <C.)
 

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R.N.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

i,

DISTRICT (D)

Captain len,

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

12
.

Two complaints against a
deficiency of clothing lave
been preferred, and decided
upon; three for assault were
preferred, but dismissed, the
parties not having again ap-
peared to substantiate their
charges.

None. No.

——

Twenty-seven compl;
have been preferred Wy th
apprenticed labourers durin
the month (subject given i
original Report). In all the:
cases I havecarefully inquire
into them, and renderedthat
justice I thought mosteligibie
for the complaint.  
 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
13
. None. No, none.

———,

No free children have bey
bound apprentices during th
month,

 

An
sw

er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
14

.
An
sw
er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
15
.

On the estates in this divi-
sion of the gistrict, the free
children have an allowance
of food, as well as nurses and
medical attendance.

The children are fed gra-
tuitously from the estates.
Women are specially appointed
to take care of the young
children; when they are un-
well they are admitted freely
into the hospitals.

With the exception of plan-
tations ‘ Little Diamond,’ Gar-
den of Eden’ and ‘ Prosperity,’
the children have an extra
allowance of provisions; they
are all provided with nurses
and medical attendance.

The children are usually fi
by an allowance of salt fi
and plantains to the mother,
unless when young, when iti,
customary to give themalitt
rice, barley or sugar in lie,
A woman is usually allovd
to look after them when the
mothers are in the field, #y
is exempted from other duty
when the number is conside
able.

N. B.—The children
Maria’s Lodge are not fed.

 
 

At plantations ‘ Kitty’ and.
‘Sophia’ chapels are esta-
blished, at which the children
are taught.

‘Rome’ and ‘ Houston,’ and
one is about to be established
at ‘ Ruimveld,’

Three; at ‘ Petershall,’ ‘ Per-
severance’ and the ‘Craig ;’ all
under the superintendence,of
the Rev. L. Strong.

Schools are established,#

instruction given, on 10 est!
(names given); on planta

‘Wales,’ by an apprenti
labourer. |

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

16
,  Geo. Ross,

8. J. P.
(signed)  None, particularly; but I

think the apprenticed labour-
ers generally appear to have
a better feeling towards their
employers than I have before
observed.

(signed) Tho’ Delafons,
S.J. P.  None but what are herein.

before conveyed,

(signed) Tho Coleman,
S.J. Pe  Nil.

‘ . Allet,(signed) J. A hat  



 
i,

 

 

—
—
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a

Nil, (sigued) Spry Barilett,
166-11 8.3. P.

 school between them; also
‘Waterloo’ and ‘ Moeyvilile,’
of which Mr. Nobleis attorney
and proprietor, all on Leguan.
There is a school upon Meer-
zong Wakenhaam, of which
Mr. Bishop is attorney.

Nil.

(signed) George Killock,
S.J. P.

 yet made in the instruction of
the apprentices or their cbil-
dren, nor does sufficient encou-
ragement seem to be held out
to competent persons as teach-
ers, &C.

I have great satisfaction in
repeating my report of the ex-

cellent conduct of the apprenticed Jabourera, anid that they have. worked assiduously, not

me for the present month, but during the whole year. F proo
one het (which T state upon good authority), that so far from the gloomy anticipations at
he (me so prevalent having been realized by the result, the produce ofthe year on most of
oat estates has seldom been equalled, and on some never exceeded, and if upon two or three
Mates there has been a small deficiency, the managers assure me the falling off has not
£n occasioned by any want of diligence on the part of the apprenticed labourers.

There can be no better proof than

(signed) George Ball,
&. J. P.  

——

DISTRICT (E.) DISTRiCT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Bull, Esq. J. W. Britiain, Esq.

|_

None. None. .No complaints have been No complaints have been
preferred. made to me during the month

by apprenticed labourers against
their employers.

None. None. None have been thus bound. None.

Plantations ‘ Hague,’* Gro- The children are taken care The children continue to be I have only heard of one
venveld’ and ‘Met en IMeer-| of as formerly upon all the| taken care of in every respect| estate where any difference has
20g,’ BO food or doctor. ‘ Anna| estates in this district, except| in the same manner as when| been made in this particular
Catherina,’ * Vreesen Hoop,’} upon ‘ Bellefields’ and ‘ Ver-| they were in astate of slavery.| since the 1st of August 1834.
‘William’ and ‘ Best,’ no fyod,| trower,’ on Leguan,both owned On this estate, plantation ‘ Ex-
but doctor allowed. All the | by Mr. Bovell. mouth,’a cotton estate, the free

estatesallow nurses when the children have the use of the
mothers are in the field. hospital, but no allowance of

foud or clothing. ‘These chil-
dren are taken care of when
their mothers are at work.

Onsix estates; on one twice *Enterprize’ and ‘ Endea- On five (names, &e. given Plantation ‘ Anna Regina’
daily;on the remainder twice vour,’ of which Mr. Rae is at- | in original report.) Little | alone basaschool onthe estate.

& Week, torney and proprietor, have a| progress has, however, been as | There isa school held daily in
the parish church from four to
six o'clock p.m. at which about
100 attend, and on Sundays
between one and four o'clock, .
at which about 150 attend ; on
all which occasions the rector
is indefatigable in instructing
them.

Ithink it would be highly de-
sirable for at leasttwo schools to
be established, one at each end
of the district, at a distance from
the parish church, which is in the
centre, Several to whom I hae»
spoken approve of the principle, but
express preat disappoiutment at he
British Government not having, ac-
cerding to promise, offercd to bear
some share in the expense of sach
establishments.

(signed) J: W. Brittain, s, 3..  
(c

on
ti

nu
ed

un
p
a
g
e

13
4.
)



134
December 1835.]

DISTRICT (1.)
DISTRICT (K.)

J. M'Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck De Groot, Esq.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
aa

DISTRICT (a)

 

 

 

 

    

George Rose, Esq. J. O. Lockhart Muir, Eu,

1° Na One; not decided, in con- None of any importance. No.
. sequence of the indisposition
. of the defendant.
=

8
B
=
oe

£

§
8
Ss

N

° [ No. No. No. No.

8
3
EJ

eS
3)

5
8
ss

S

{Generally the sameas before Children taken same care of On most estates in the dis- On three estates the chih
the ist of August 1834. as when ina state of slavery.| trict the children under six| dren are fed out of the allow

years have a gratuitous allow-| ances due to their parents ;0a
ance of food and medical at-| the others they arefedge

. tendance. tuitously from the stores of the
= estates. On all, women ar
z specially appointed to tale
2 care of the children, andth

$ have the advantage of medial

¢ assistance and hospital tre
2) ment.

Ss

. | . There are schools on almost| On plantation ‘ Bleyaandel,’ On six estates. None.
~| all the estates among the la- | G. P. Van Hold attorney, un-
§| bourers themselves, on several | der charge ofthe Rev. S. Hey-
‘S| of which there are teachers|wood; ‘ Dentichum, Winter
S| engaged, and those at the| and Innes, J.B, Winter, Esq.
v places of public worship. attorney.

g
eo

8
=
Ss

eee

~

. Nil. None. —_— None.
°
x

“3
3
Se
3 —_—
2
8 (True extracts)
= (signed) George Rose (signed) J. M'Leod, A. Van Ryck De Groot. "
S 8.3.8. 6.3. Ps * Private Secreta
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Enclosure (B.) in No. 257.

Weeky Srate of Prisoners confined in His Majesty's Gaol of George Town.

Whites, Coloured and Black, Apprenticed TOTAL. | In Hospital.

” Males. | Femates,| Males. | Females, | Males, | Females. |Males | Females. | aiates. | Females.

Confined for Debt - 1 - 4 - - -~ 4 1 ~ -

Sentenced by Supreme Criminal
Court - . - ° 1 - - 1 2 - 3 1 - ~~

Ditto by Inferior ditto - =~ - 2 - 2 1 4 1 . _

Ditto by Special Justices - 1 - ~ - 29 27 go 27 1 3

Ditto by Court Martial - - 11 - 1 ~- - - 12 - - _

Awaiting Trial == - ° 4 - 4 ~ 34 6 42 6 3 -
Runaway Apprentices = - - - - - ~ - - - ~ - -

Toran - -| 18 - ju 1 67 34 95 36 | 4 | 3

British Guiana, Monday, 25 January 1836. (signed) § P. Horan, Keeper of the Gaol.

Enclosure (C.) in No. 257.
Week.y State of Prisoners confined in His Majesty’s Gaol of New Amsterdam.

Whites. Coloured and Bluck.|  Apprenticed TOTAL, In Hospital.

Males.| Females. | Males, | Females, | Males. | Females. | Males. | Females. |Males. | Females.

Confined for Debt + - - - - - - - - - - _ _

Sentenced by Supreme Crimina
Court = - - - - 2 ~ 2 - - - 2 - . .

Ditto by Inferior ditto - - - - 1 - 2 2 3 a - -
Ditto by Special Justices = - - - - - 3 1 3 1 - -
Ditto by Courts Martial - 1 - - - - - i - - -

Awaiting Trial - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _
-  Ruaaway Apprentices = + - - - - - 1 - 1 - - -

Toran - -| 3 - 3 | - | 6 | 3 10 3 - -

British Guiana, Monday, 18 January 1836. (signed) P. Simonelli, Keeper of the Gaol,

. PuntsHMeEnts for the Month of December 1835.

: :
. Totel Numb The Average|The Maximum :

| re anumber of Punishments Proportion Total Nuniberof Males} Total Number af Number of The Maximom The Maximum
| tices Oe he inflicted under| per cent. __. Nuwber of Stripes | Stripes in any ove of Severity
. outtheIslan‘| the authority of| of Punish- Otherwise | Females inflicted in | inflicted in any case of fy. | i% any other

Provinee, or| Special Magis-| ments to By. than by | Pucished cases of onecase of | imentby morteof
Government. ratesthroughout Apprentices.| Whipping. Whipping. . be Whipving Paihebine by Confirement, | Penishment.

72,120 751 1X 21 358 372 18 30 Three Months.| Herd webs

(A true copy.) H. E. F. Young, Gov. Sec.

Enclosure (D.) in No. 257.
. Returns received from the Collector and Comptroller of the Demerara and Essequibo Districts, and from the

Acting Collector and Comptroller of Berbice District.

SUGAR, RUM. MOLASSES, | COTTON. COFFEE.

— Hogsheads. | Fi kins. Barrels, |Puncheons.} Hogsheads.| Barrels. Casks, Bales. Pounds,

reas * =|} 63,900 | 4,059 | 4,496 |. 23.659| 6,230 | 1,491 27,160 | 2,319 3,278,9303 =| 52,544 | 3,176 | 3,956 | 18,551 | 5,264 | 1,464 33,398 3,376 2,531,700
Jucrease ,

- =] 11,356 88 0 108 966 27 ,e 2 sf . 747,230
Ccrease -[. Lf. 3 - 54 -l- |. -|- . 6,238 1,057 ,

British Guiana, 29 January 1836.

—No. 258.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 24 February 1836.
I Have the honour to forward the epitome of the monthly reports from the No. 258

fifteen stipendiary special justices in British Guiana for the month of January.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

, 186,77 Enclosure
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—

Enclosure in No. 258. - - - - - 2. .

EPITOMEof ‘the Moytaty Rerorts from the Firrzen Stipznpiary ~ eo.

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.
‘Western Division.

C. H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq,

 

 

1. Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and cheer-
ful?

Yes, in general. I have vi-
sited seventeen estates (names
given in original Report) dur-
ing the month.

 

 

2. Have they performed their
work during the last month with
alacrity and good-will?

They have, with the excep-
tion of the labourers of plan-
tation ‘ Melville.’

They are. Yes. I have visited twenty.
six estates (names given in
the original Report), during
the mouth.

They have. The work on ‘ Cummings
Lodge’ has not been perform
ed with alacrity and goud-vill
during the last month,

 

3. Has the work on any estate
been unwillingly or noz readily
performed? If yes, have the
goodness to name the estate, the
proprietor, or his attorney, and
the manager, in order that an
inquiry may be forthwith in-
stituted into the causes which
may have led to such conduct.

 

The work has not been
readily perfurmed cn planta-
tion ‘ Melville,” George Rai-
ney, attorney ; and David Hill,
manager.

The work has not been un-
willingly performed by the la-
bourers on any estate in my
district during the month.
The complaints brought be-
fore me being generally against
a few idle and disorderly indi-
viduals, and not against any
gang in particular.

The work on ¢ Cummings
Lodge’ has not been readily
performed. ‘This only appli
to the strong women. All
the other labourers perform
their work remarkably well,

Proprietors Messrs. Men-
burn and Garnet. Manager,
T. M‘Donald.

 

4. Is task-work generally re-
sorted to within your district? or
do the labourers prefer working
the seven hours -and a half per
day, as fixed by law?

Voluntary task-work is ge-
nerally performed. The ap-

| prenticed labourers sometimes,
however, prefer to labour the
seven hours anda half.

A kind of voluntary task-
work is resorted to in my dis"
trict (with bui few exceptions),
the managers and apprenticed
labourers taking the tariff as a
guide.

. Task-work is generally re
sorted to.

 

5. What are the working hours
most generally in use in your dis-
trict? Are there any estates in
your district on which the la-
bourers are compelled to lay by
for two or three hours in the
middle of the day, and then to
complete their seven hours and
a half in the afternoon (by which
division of their labour they have
little or no time to themselves).
If yes, have the goodness to name
the estates, proprictors or attor-
nies, and the managers.  The hours (when task-work

is not resorted to) are from
seven to half-past two. On
plantations ‘ Fellowship’ and
‘Park Front,’ the forty-five
hours’ labour per week are
performed in five days; and
they in consequence lay by
for two hours in the middle of
the day.  The hours in general use

are from seven to eleven, and
from one to half-past four;
but, on all the estates, the la-
bourers are allowed to leave
the field as soon as they have
performed a reasonable quan-
tity of work according.to the
tariff; and I have known
many of them to have finished
by eleven o'clock, a.m,

The labourers comment

work at seven, and go ou ull

they finish,— twelve, 0

two and three o'clock, *

cording to the weather.   
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DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

een

a - - - - Enclosure in No. 258.
oe Sprciat Justices in British Guiana, for the Month of January 1896,

ae

DISTRICT (C.)

ae :Town, River. Uprer River.
George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, n.x. Captain Coleman.

They are. Yes. I have visited seven On some estates they are,
estates (names given in ori-
ginal Report), during the
month, and J observe a very
obvious improvement in the
cheerfulness of the apprentices
generally,

but on others the reverse. [
have visited ten estates
(names given in original Re-
port), during the month.

Yes, very generally so. I
inspected the hospitals on six-
teen estates, and also visited
thirteen estates (names given)
during the month, in which
the only estates in which the

labourers did not appear contented and happy,
were ‘ La Parfaite Harmonie,’  Maria’s Lodge’
and ‘ Malgré-tout.’
 

With very few exceptions,
the work has been performed
with every appearance of goud-
will.

Yes, generally. On several estates they have
not.

They have, with very few
exceptions,

 

With the exception of a
momentary discontent on
plantation ‘ Sophia,’ which
was allayed without having
Tecourse to corporal punish-
ment. There has been no
manifestation of unwilling-
Ness,

Generally no, with the ex-
ception of some idle females.

Particularly on plantation
‘ Litle, Diamond,’ Messrs.
Blake and Bishop, trustees;
Roger Humber, manager.
Plantations ‘ Farm and Friend-
ship,’ Messrs. Reevers and
Koolas, attornies; and John
and Roderick Mackenzie, ma-
nagers.

The work has not been per-
formed with readiness by some
of the gang on plantation
* Malgré-tout,’ C. F. Milne,
proprietor; no manager. And
unwillingly by the gang on
plantation ‘ Maria’s Lodge,’
Lane and Paul, attornies; G.
Johnstone, manager,
On the last named estate, I

ascribe any misconduct of the
gang to have originated chiefly,
if not solely, with the ma-
nager.

  

Task-work is resorted to on
the estates in this diviaion.
The town mechanics work the
legal time.

feeee

They work the seven hours
and a half per day, as fixed
by law.

The labourers in this part of
the district generally prefer
working the seven hours and
a half per day; but on many
estates they do not perform
more than one-half of the
work, which by assiduous and
steady industry they might
easily do in that time.

A certain quantity of work
(without any written contract
to that effect) is generally
performed as a task through-
out the district.

 

Onthe estates attached to
is division, the labourers
ed bein about seven
Ock, and lay by when their

tatis finished. y 
166,11.

 Generally from seven to
half-past two p.m. There are
females who go later te the
field, consequently they re-
main longer at work. This is
an accommodation to them-
selves granted by the ma-
nagers,  The hours most generally

in use are from seven a.M, to
half-pust two P.M. J am not
aware of any estate in this
part of the district to which
the latter part of this question
applies.  When no task is given or

accepted, the hours of labour
are usually from seven to
eleven o'clock, and twelve to
half-past three o'clock; or
from seven to eleven o’clock,
and one to half-past four
o'clock. There are no estates
where the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by two hours, in
the middle of the day. When-
complaints are made as to the
interval of rest, one hour has
been assigned by me for that
purpose.  
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January 1836,]

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, \isq.

——

DISTRICT (H)

J. W. Brittain, Esq

 

An
sw
er
st
o

Qu
es
ti
on

1.

I have visited the hospitals
on five estates (names given)
during the month, and the
labourers appear to be con-
tented and cheerful. The only
estates 1 can except are plan-
tations Cornelia Ida and
Met en Meerjorg.

Yes. During the month I
have visited the hospitals on
twenty-twoestates on Leguan;
nineteen estates on Wakenaam,
and three estates on Hog
Island, in all forty-four estates,
being the whole of them in
this district.

They are perfectly civil,
and appear contented and
cheerful. I have visitedtwenty
estates and the hospitals
thereon (names given in the
original Report) during the
month. The sick are not nu.
Merous, and seem well taken
care of. Plantation ‘ Van
Arnick’, Messrs. Murray and
Brothers, attornies, is the
only estate on which the hos-
pital is insufficient.

They are,

 

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

2. Onplantation ‘Cornelia Ida’
much work hasbeen lost during
the month, but previously to
Christmas, the conduct of the
apprenticed labourers on this
estate was most excellent.

They have worked with
much alacrity and apparent
good-will.

With very few exceptions,

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
3.

Plantation ‘Cornelia Ida,’
Mr. Vyhouse, attorney, Mr G,.
Ross, manager. Plantation
* Met en Murzog,’ a few of the
women neplected their work,
but not tv any extent,

No. The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

 Nothing like systematico
general insubordination or Ue
willingness to do their wor
has been manifested by the’
apprenticed labourers on any
estate in this distzict.

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
4.

\
|
-

.

On must estates task-work. Task-work is genera! and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, aud preferred by the
labourers,

Task-work is generally dow.

There is no estate where th

labourers prefer woiking tt

seven bours anda half, ne hat

I heard of any individual

prenticed labourer whomatt|

choice of working in that

during the last month.  
 

A
n
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s
to

Qu
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5+

on  The bell rings on the estates
generally at seven, and the
1abourers usually remain until
their task is finished,  The working hours are from

six to one, two, three, four, &c.
according to circumstances,
and the bargain made. The
labourers work as thev chovse.  The labourers go to work at

from balf-past six to seven in
the morning, and finish at their
option. They are not com-
pelled to lay by in the middle
of the day on any estate in
this district. ,  The managers are satisfil

if the work expected be ditt

and well done, and never!

terfere with the labourers!

the hours it is done in; #

turn out late, whichI di

countenance, by pointingout

not only its disadvantages?

their present state, but 4

the expiration of the apr"

ticesbip, &c.
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—

pISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

Generally they are. I have

visited every estate In the

district,and some twoand three

and even four times during

the month; I have also visited

Generally. During the month I have
visited 21 estates (names
given) and inspected the hos-
pitals; I found the apprenticed
labourers civil, tolerably con-

I have visited all the estates
in my district. In general they
are so.

 

 

 

ferred by the labourers, labourers prefer working the
seven hours and a half per
day, as fixed by law.

preferred amongst the appren-
ticed labourers ; they work it
diligently in general, and in
sodoing are early at home,
some at one and some at two
o'clock, in proportion to the
diligence and activity.

several of the hospitals. tented and cheerful.

Generally they have. In most instances. In general they have. Yes, with few exceptions.

No, except by a few. Not. Generally it has. Amongst No.
prime gangs there are idlers
and indifferent characters, &c.

Yes, generally ; and pre- It is. On no estate do the | Task-work is most generally A specified portion of work
is usually allotted to each la-
bourer. :

 

From seven A. M. tilltheirtasks are completed. 
166.—I],  From seven a.m, till the

day’s labour is finished.
The labourers preferring

task-work, finish it as it suits
themselves. The bells ring
or the shells are blown at
eleven and at one o’clock to
mark time. Work is generally com-

menced about seven o’clock,
and the labourers return when
they have completed the por-
tion of specified work.  
(c
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January 1836.]

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Cc. H, Strutt,Esq.

ee

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons,Esq,

 

6. Dothe labourerson any estate
in your district perform extra la-
bour for hire? Jf yes, name the
estates, the rate of wages for extra
work, and state how and when the
payments are made, and if extra
work is not performed for wages,
state if reasonable wages have been
offered, with weekly payment. If
reasonable wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and rejected,
state to what cause you attribute
the refusal on the part of the la-
bourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar inva-
tiably perform extra labour for
hire, and earn from six bits to
two or three guilders a week,
which is paid on demand. The
field labourers on plantations
* Helena,’ ‘ Supply’ and ‘ Good
Hope’ very generally perform
extra labour for hire, at the
rate of two gnilders for a cer-
tain task,

On all the estates in my dis-
trict, the people employed in
the hoiling-houses and about
the buildings receive wages for
extra labour,at therate of from
two to three guilders per week.
The field gangs of ‘ Beehive,’
‘ Dochfour,’ ‘ Lowlands,’
* Greenfield,’ do occasionally
work fur hire also.

 

7. Have there been any instances
of insubordination, or any attempt
to resist authority by force in your
district? If there have been any,
name the estates on which such
occurrences have taken place.

One trifling instance on
plantation ‘ Broom Hall.’

There have been none,

Extra labour for hire js et
formed in themanufactureof
sugar, two stivers per hou.
and on the cotton estates during
crop time, generally Speaking:
all the people employed it
schooners and other craft ay
paid so muchatrip, fromahj
to a guilder,

 

The strong women on plan.
tation ‘Cumming’s Lodge’ har!
been very insubordinate,

 

8. In the event ofany disposition
having been manifested by any of
the labourers to neglect their work,
or to behave rudely to those in
authority over them, has such mis-
conduct been so general as to in-
duce you to attribute it to any
combination or conspiracy; or is
it only with respect to a few idle
and disorderly apprentices thatyou
have had complaints made?

I have attributed the neglect
of work on plantation ‘ Mel-
ville’ to combination. There
have been during the month
50 convictions against appren-
ticed labourers of this estate.

 

9. Has the attendance of the
preedial labourers at church, and of
their children at school, been regu-
lar and to the full accommodation
afforded them under the local cir-
cumstances of your district?

The attendance of the labour-
ers at church has not been
equal to the accommodation af-
forded ; that of the children at
school has been to the full of
the very limited means open
to them.

It has,
ers at church has been gro,
and of their cbildren at schol
has been regular. The attend
ance at the Bethel Chapel bs
been numerous, as well as #

the schooi. —|
 

10. Have you, individually as a
magistrate, and has the court over
which you preside, been under the
necessity of ordering punishment
by whipping during the preceding
month? and, if answered in the
allirmative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and the
extent of punishment awarded in

. each case.

-_,f One - = 30 stripes, -
Five) Four -25 5, each,

fOne - - 12 stripes.
Tw One 7210) 5,

None.

The attendance ofthe labor.

 

 oo
 

11. Has any manager, overseer,
or other person in authority uver
the praedial labourers been fined or
otherwise punishedby the court
over which you preside during the
preceding month, for misconduct
towards any labourer or labourers ?
Have there been any instances of
the labourers having been detianed
at work beyond the legal hours;
and, in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each indi-
vidual labourer been levied?  One manager and one over-

seer,have been fined each 37,
for violating the Ordinance
(No. 43,) by beating or mal-
treating apprenticed labourers.  I have not had occasion to

fine, or otherwise punish any
person in authority during the
month.

One overseer fined21 ft

an assault on an apprent! labourer.  
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DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

RIVER.

Captain Delafons, Rr. v.
Urrer River.

Captain Coleman,

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

On the estates in this divi-

sion, extra work for Lire is per-

formed about the buildings at

the rate of oueanda half to two

bits per day, payment prompt ;

andon the plantation ‘ Sophia

coffee is picked for hire during

the crop season.

None, but in the boiling-
house.

Extra labour for hire is ge-
nerally performed about the
buildings at the rate of from
one totwo bits per day, prompt
payment; itis rarely performed
for hire in the field.

The labourers perform extra
work for wages on sixteen es-
tates (names given) about the
buildings during the manufac-
ture of sugar, and on many of
them for work done in the field,
chiefly cutting canes,
Wages from two to four

guilders, and from one to three
guilders per week, and from
one to two bits per day.

 

With the exception of the
momentary fit of bad humour
at plantation ‘ Sophia,’ already
alluded to, there has been no
insubordination in ihis divi-
sion.

None. There have been some in-
stances of insubordination, but
no attempt to resist authority
by force in this part of the dis-
trict.

There have been one or two
individual instances of insubor-
dination, but none that merit
repetition.

There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

  

There has been no organized
combination.

No; where such may be
visible, I attribute it to the idle
and disorderly.

A strong disposition has been
manifested by many of the la-
bourers to resist their work, and
by some to behave rudely to
those in authority over them,
and such misconduct has been
so general, as to induce me to
attribute it to a conspiracy
amongst them to perform as
little labour as they can.

It is only with respect toa
few disorderly apprentices that
any well-grounded complaints
have been made.

  

~
~

 
The places of worship and

schools are well attended, and.
the accommodation is quite
sufficient,

Yes. Yes. The attendance ofthe labour-
ers at St. Mark’s church was
equal to the local accommoda-
tion; that of their children at
school there has little varied,
and is not equal to the accum-
modation.   

None,

eee

,, J One = - 24 stripes,
TWO) One-=18 yy

One = = 30 stripes. One - - 25 stripes.

 

fFive employers have been
Pi by me during the month
or offences under Ordinance
(No. 43,) 

? 66,~-If,
 Yes; Mr. Philip Edghill
has been fined by me ten guil-
ders for a trifling assault upon
an apprenticed labourer on
plantation ‘ La Penitence.’  No.  No.  
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January 1836.)

DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT ()

Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Exg

r ———nrmcee|

hy, oo

 

Only those about the build-
ings, such as firemen, engi-
neers, boilermen; they are

Upon ‘every estate extra
labour is performed; upon
many the whole gang are

Extra labour for hire in the
boiling-house is universally
performed,and on most estates

Extra labour is ve;
rally resorted to in whinge
trict; men, women and ev

   

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s
to

Qu
es
ti
on

8.

Ida’evidently conspired to neg-
lect their work; alsoa few ofthe
females (about nine) on planta-
tion ‘Met en Meezog.’? The
male labourers punished by
whipping are mostly runaways
and old offenders.

prentices that complaints
have been made.

| paid weekly in silver. always paid; on others, only| in the field also, though not| children perform it,
8 Average .rate for extra| the cane-cutters and people| with the same alacrity, the fe- |many estates they are i
: wages, about two stivers per |about the buildings. The| males being more averse to it weekly; on some,Ibelicy,
& huur, wages are from one bit to two| than the males. with their own consent,
> and three guilders per week, monthly. I receive no con.
= according to circumstances. plaints on this head. Ontl,
g | estate where I am now
a cated, ‘La Belle Allianes’
x about 1,000 guilders have bey

paid for the two last month
for extra labour.

™| Only with respect to some None. None, but a very few indi- None.
=| of the women belonging to vidual cases of no importance,
&| plantation ‘ Cornelia Ida.’
s|
@

:
S me

[ The female apprenticed la- | It is only with respect toa| Solely with respect to the }| Although the numberofcom
bourersof plantation ‘Cornelia| few idle and disorderly ap-| latter. plaints have exceeded thosed

the preceding, it will be seer,
on inspecting the record, that
@ great many ofthem wereof
a nature to call for very smal
punishments. I have seen
reason to apprehendanythiy
like a general combinationb
resigtance on any estate in the
district.

 

An
sw

er
s
to

Qu
es
.
9.

Yes,

P
e

rc

The churches are always
filled and the schools well at-
tended. There is a lamenta-
ble deficiency of both schools
and churches inthis-district.

It has been as regular as
usual, and I think to the full
extent of the accommodation.

It has, both as regards the -
parents end children, Fur
ther accommodation, both s
to churches and schools, #

required, to meet the wat
and wishes of the apprentice!
labourers generally.
 

~

 

a
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3 ; JThree - 30 stripes each. | Three - 39 stripes each. One + 39 stripes. Two - 15 stripescach
»| Nine, Three- 25 ” One-30 , Seven, Two -10  »
3 Three - 15 ” Four-25 __ ,, each, Threee 8
3 Ten{One-20_ ,,
& One - 15 ”

2 One-12
One +10 sz,

SN

None. None. None. No complaints of this nett" have been made.   
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DISTRICT (1)

GeorgeRose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.
 

a

Extra labour is not much

rformed or required in this

district; ou some of the sugar

estates a few about the build-

ings are employed occasi-

onally. Wages varies; in a

few instancesreasonablewages

have been offered, and rejected,

asnot being sufficient. Pay-

ments made weekly, or when

asked for.

On all estates the persons
employed about the buildings,
whilst manufacturing sugar.

Yes, the labourers are bired
either to the proprietors they
are attached to, or to the other
estates, fur reasonable wages
and prompt payment,

On sugar estates, about the
buildings, a little extra labour
in the field has also been per-
formed. I think the inclina-
tion to work for wages is in-
creasing. T have been anxious
to introduce task-work for
wages, but have not yet suc-
ceeded, &c,

 

No. No.

 

None whatever.  On plantation ‘Port Mou-
rant, there has been an in-

stance of insubordination and combination among the whule
of the women gang; they appear to have been dissatisfied,
in consequence ofsome women having been required to go to
their work after having been discharged by the medical at-
tendant. They evinced the feelings first by doing little.

 

Only with respect to a few
idle and disorderly, I have had
complaints made,

Complaints preferred during
the month have been against
old offenders.

No, I do not think so; it is
amongst the idle and disor-
derly it exists; and such, after
a fair trial (if convicted), meet
their desert in the pale of the
ordinance.

Replied to above.

  
 

 
  

166,—IT,    

Yes. It has, 1 have heard nothing to the | Yes.
contrary. Since the Rev.

J. Ross left the station for Eurupe, for the
benefit of his health, almost every Sunday a
clergyman performs divine service, or Mr.
Henry, the catechist, reads the Scriptures and
prayers for the congregation.

None. Two - 20 stripes each. None. None.

No, No. No. Mr. A. M‘Watt, a manager
and part proprietor of a cattle
farm, has been fined 20¢, for
an assault om a predial la-
bourer in his service,  
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44
a,

836. DISTRICT (A.January 1836.] (A) | DISTRICT (B,)

QUESTIONS. Eastern Division. Westzan Division. A. M. Lyons, ¥sq
K. Heyland, Esq. C. H. Strutt, Esq. ,

 

 

12. Have any complaints
been preferred toyou during the
last month, from any appren-
ticed labourers, respecting their
clothing, food, treatment, or
upon any subject? In theevent
of any complaints having been
made to you, have you care-
‘fully investigated into the mat-
ters, and caused justice to be
rendered to the parties as far
as it was in your power? State
the number and the nature of

thecomplaintswhich may have |.
been preferredto you in general
terms.

None, with the exception of
the two named in my answer
to No. 12 query.

I have had a few trivial
complaints, not important
enough, however, to be re-
corded here. I afforded them
my best attention as they came
before me, and settled them
amicably.

There have beenafew com.
plaints made by the idle goin
into the hospital and Tefiisin
to work, although reporteq
the medical attendant * Not
sick.”

 

13. Haveany ofthe free chil-
dren upon any of the estates in
your district been bound ap-
prenticesduring the last month?
If yes, name the estates upon
which such occurrences have
taken place, and state if the
transactions were with the free
consent and approbation of the
parents of the children.

None. There have been none. None.

 

14. How are the children fed
and taken care ofon the estates
in your district? Are they fed
from the stores of the estates
gratuitously, and is an addi-
tional quantity of salt fish and
plantains issued for them? or
are they fed out of the allow-
ance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is 2 woman
specially appointed to take care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hospital
sreatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they
were in a state of slavery?

They are fed and taken care
of gratuitously, as when in a
state of slavery, except on
woodlands, where they have
no allowance of salt fish.

. The children on the estates
in my district are allowed the
same advantages of food,
clothes and medical attend-
ance as when in a state of
slavery.

The children are fed ai
taken care of as formerly,

 

15, On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
blished? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There is a school on plan-
tation ‘ Enmore,’ Mr. Porter,
who resides in England, being
the proprietor. I am happy
to add, that there will soon
be a school also on plantation
‘ Greenfield,’ belonging to Mr,
Glen, of George Town.

On eleven estates schol
are established (names giv@

in original report.)

et
 

16. Are there any remarks .
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the Lieute-.
nant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
piness of the district under your
superintendence? If yes, state
the same.   I believe the combination

on plantation ‘ Melville’ is at
length at an end.

(signed) K. Heyland,
s.J.P.  None.

(signed) Cha’ Henry Strutt,
S.J. P.  I consider the district ta"

quil and quiet (with thee

ception of Cummiing’sLodgeh
and every thing going 00%)

satisfactory.  
(signed) A. M. rye

m
e
m
e
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

DISTRICT (C.)
 

ee

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

 

River.
Captain Delafons, 8. N.

Urrer River.
Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

Seven complaints have been

lodged by apprenticed labour-

ers during the month ; one re-

specting lodging, five respect-

ing their allowance ofclothing,

and one for maltreatment, and

dedsions given by me in each

case,

None.

specially reported on.
None but what have been | Nineteen complaints have

been preferred during the
month ; all have been inquired
into, or are in progress of be-
ing so, and redressed to the
best of my power.

145

 

No.

 

None. None.

 

On the estates in this divi-
sion the free children have an
extra allowance of feod, as
well as nurses and medical at-
tendance.

The children are fed gra-
tuitously from the stores of the
estates. When unwell they
are réceived into hospitals, and
proper females are appointed
to attend them when their
mothers are in the field at
work,

 

On plantations ‘ Kitty ’ and
eAir,’ missionary chapels

are established, at which the
children are taught.

ee

I'am of opinion that the‘stablishinent ofa savings bankIn each district wouldgreatly
Promote the industry of themine classes throughout theYs (signed) Geo. Ross,

Rome’ and‘ Houston,’ and
one very far advanced at Ru-
imveldt,

With the exception of plan-
tation ‘ Garden of Eden,’
‘Little Diamond’ and ¢ Pros-
perity,’ the children have an
extra allowance of provisions;
they are, without exception,
allowed nurses and medical
attendance.

The children are generally
fed. by an additional allowance
of plantains and salt fish to
the mothers; if very young,
they commonly receivea litile
barley, rice, sugar, &c. in lieu,
They are attended by a nurse
when their mothers are in the
field. They are reported to
receive medical attendance as
when in a state of slavery.
The free children of ‘ Maria’s
Lodge’ are not fed.

 

Three; at ‘Peter’s Hall,’
‘ Perseverance’ and the ‘Craig,’
all under the superintendence
of the Rev. L. Strong.

 

Schools are established on
nine estates (names given in
original report.)

 

None other than that the
feeling between the appren-
tices generally and their em-
ployers or managers appear to
me to be fast improving.

(signed) Tho* Delafons, 166,—II. J.P, S.J. Pe

None but what .are herein-
before conveyed.

(signed) Tho! Coleman,

Nil.

(signed) J. A. Allen,  8s. J.P,
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=en

   

 

  

 

* Groenveld,’ ‘ Leonora,’ and
* Meten Meerjog,’ no food or
doctor.

estates in the district are
treated the same as before the
ist of August 1834.

in a state of slavery.

January 4336.) T ; _

IASTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H)

Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Esq,

cr Tanna

A eomplaint was made to| None. Two complaints were made, } Two, foundtobefrivo
your Excellency by some of but, upon investigation, were| and vexatious, ‘a

e| the female apprenticed la- proved unfounded.
=| bourers of plantation ‘Met en
-2| Meerjorg,’ that since Christmas

they have only received two
pounds of salt fish; this com-

g{ plaint was clearly proved un-
; true.

Ss

L
f{" ——am

o| None. None. None. None.
&
°S

5
oe

&

5
Ss

r
On plantation ‘Hague,’ The children on all the In the samemanner as when As before the apprentice

ship, except
‘Exmouth,’ where they
provided for in sickness, bi

upon plantain 
 

        
| ‘Anna Catherina,’ ‘William,’ receive no other allowanc:.
™1 © Vreesen Hoop,’ ‘ Best,’ no
3 food, but doctor allowed.
3 Allthe estates allowed nurses
e when the mothers are at work.

3
*

§ '
3 '

x

= __

ol. On six estates (names given Three. On five (names given in But one. The clergyat
=| in original Report). original Report). of the parish also insiwt
Ss daily all who attendatte
z church before four and ©
& o'clock P. M., as well ##
2 Sundays.

2
3s
8
=

Ss

L
7 a

T am sorry to say the num- Nil The conduct of the labour ions oft: : : ° - Repeats observations
e berof females punished during ers, particularly since the month.
g| the last month has much ex- middle of the month, has been |"B| ceeded that of the month of particularly good, and the
3 { Becember5 but it will appear managers assure me that they never worked more cheerfully
¢ at one-half of the number or better at any former period whatever. It is true there is
S| are attached to plantation an increase of punishments, but this is but the usual coa-
=| ‘Cornelia Ida’ and ‘ Met en sequences of the holydays.
: Meerjorg.’ yeeys-

x L (signed) Spry Bartlett, (signed) George Killock, (signed) G. Ball, (signed) WJ.Brita |

8. J.P. 8. J. P. 8. J. Pe Se
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DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Erq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L,)

A. Van Ryck de root, Esq.

DISTRICT (M)

J. O. Leckhart Muir, Esq.

 

No.
No.

 

No. No.

 

None of any importance. ‘No, except in the case before
mentioned.

No. No.

 

Except on three estates,

 

     
 

Generally the same as be- The same as when in a On most estates they re- =
fore the 1st of August 1834. | state of slavery. ceive gratuitous allowance of| they are fed from the stores |%

food, medicine, assistance and| of the estates; in other re- .
attendance. spects they are treated as| &o

formerly. gy

§

3
-&
=

&

There are schools amongst On four (names given). On six estates (names re- None.
urers themselves on corded in original Report).

re all the estates; on a
at many, teachers engaged

besides those at thedifferent
places of worship,

[eects

Nil Nil. None. Nil.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart Muir,
S.J. Pe

(True extracts.)
J. H.D. W. Sidley,

: Private Secretary,(tigned) Rose, (signed) John M‘Leod, | (signed) 4. Van Ryckde Groot, 7
ae 8.5. P. 8. J.P. 8.J.P. | J 
 166.—T],
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GUIANA. —No. 259.—

~— Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

No. 259. My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 11 March 1836,
Wiru reference tp that part of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 22d January,

which relates to the suggestion I had the honour to submit in the fourth para-
graph of the Despatch 13th November last, addressed by me to your Lordship,
relative to an amendment in the mode of appraising the remainder of the time and
services of such apprenticed labourers as might be able to purchase their immediate
emancipation, I beg respectfully to observe, that I am afraid I did not express
myself with sufficient clearness. I never meant to assume that the calculations |
entered into were not open to controversy, and were not liable to be deemed to be
erroneous. All that I meant to impress upon your Lordship was, that in my
opinion some general rules might be established, so as to afford a maximum and a
minimum by which the appraisers might be guided. Every day, however, which
passes away, advancing as it does the approach of the period when the appren-
ticeship will cease, diminishes the necessity of any regulation of the nature to
which I have alluded. As acheck upon exorbitant and unfair appraisements,
I have directed that henceforth a nominal monthly return shall be published of all
apprenticed labourers who may have purchased their emancipation by appraise-
ment. Such return to state the name, age, sex; whether predial or non-predial;
amount of the appraisement; names of the appraisers, and of the approving judge.
The publicity thus given to all proceedings connected with the appraisement of
the remaining time the apprenticed labourer has to serve cannot but tend to
prevent irregularities, and perhaps may as effectually guard the interests of the
parties concerned as if a maximum and a minimum had been established by law.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 260.—

Cory ofaDESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 April 1836.
I HAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 11th ult. explanatory

of your former Despatch on the subject of the mode of appraising the remainder of
the time and services of such apprentices as might be able to purchase their imme-
diate emancipation.

In reply, it is only necessary that I should acquaint you that I approve of the
instructions which you have issued, that a nominal monthly return should be
published of the apprentices who had during that period purchased their entire
freedom by appraisement, showing the name, age, sex, &c. of each. I concur
with you in thinking, that the publicity of a return of this nature will be found to
be of good effect in preventing unfair appraisement; and I shall be glad to find
that a measure so simple in its operation has been attended with the anticipated
advantages.

No. 260,

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

No. 261.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

No, 261. My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 16 March 1836.
I nave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly

reports from the fifteen stipendiary special justices for February.

I have, &c.

J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

 



 

————

QUESTIONS.

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

Enclosure in No. 261.

TOME of the Monruty Reports from the Firrzgen Sripenpiary Specian Justices in British Guia
EPI for the Month of February 1836. my

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division. Western Division.

149

DISTRICT (B,)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

  

 

K. Heyland, Esq. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

1, Are the labourers in Yes, in general. I visited They are. Yes. I have visited twenty-
our district civil, contented seventeenestates (names given four estates (names given in

and cheerful? in original Report), during the the original Report) during
month; and I also inspected the month.
the hospitals on several
estates,

9, Have they performed Yes, very generally, They have, Yes.
their work during the last

month with alacrity and good-
will?

 

$. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor,or his
attorney, and the manager, in

order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

The work was not readily
performed at one period
during the month on planta-
tion ‘ Melville,’ George Rai-
ney, attorney; D. Hill, ma-
nager ; and on ‘ Spring Hall,’
John Jones, attorney ; R.Trot-
man, manager.

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in my district.

The work on plantation
*Cumming’s Lodge,’ by the
strong women only, has not
been readily performed. Pro-
prietors, Murburn & Garnet;
manager, J. M‘Donald.

 

4. Is task-work generally
Teorted to within your dis
triet? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven hours
and a half d fiby law? per day, as fixed

 

Task-work is almost univer-
sally resorted to, It is, how-
ever, optional with the appren-
ticed labourers, who some-
times prefer working the seven
hours and a half.

A kind of voluntary task-
work is most generally in use
in my district, both managers
and apprenticed labourers
taking the tariff as their guide.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to,

 

5, What are the working
hours Tost generally in use in
yourdistrict ? Are there any
Gates in your district onwhich the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two orthree hours “in the middle oftheday, and then to completetheir seven hours and a half
in the afternoon (by which di-“iionof their labour they
ave little or no time to them-velves)? Ifyes, have the ‘good-

ness to name the estates, pro-Prietors or attornie:managers, 8, and the

166,—1],  The hours of labour (when
task-work is not resorted to)
in use are continuous, from
seven o'clock a.m, to half-past
two o'clock F.M.  The nomiual hours are from

seven tu eleven o'clock, and
from one to half-past four
o'clock ; but on all the estates,
except ‘ Paradise’ and ‘ Anne's
Grove,’ two cotton plantations,
the apprenticed labourers are
allowed to leave the field when
they have followed a reason-
able quantity of work, accord-
ing to the tariff,  Commence generally at

seven o'clock, and finish about
one o’clock. On * Cumming’s
Lodge’ the strong women are
compelled to lay by two hours
in the middle of the day, in
consequence of their conspir-
ing together, and resisting to
perform their work, The
other labourers finish about
one o'clock,  
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February 1836.] DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town,

George Ross, Esq.

River,

Captain Delafons, n.N.
Uprrer River.

Captain Coleman.

—
DISTRICT (D)

Captain Allen,
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5.   until half-past two P.a.; but
many individuals come to the
field at a much Jater hour,
consequently are obliged to
remain longer in the field.  

f

They are. Yes, generally; with some They are in general civil Yes, in most cases. |p
2 exceptions, and cheerful; but on some; spected the hospitals of twelre
= I have visited six estates| estates they are not contented.| estates (names given) durin
‘3 (names given) during the; I have visited twelve estates| the month; and have visited
8 month. and the hospitals thereon| alsotwelveotherestates, wuod.
Sg (names given) during the| cutting or other establish.
g month. ments (names given); on ql
° these the apprenticed he.
§ bourers appeared in gener)
2 contented and happy; thos
x on plantation * Malgrdstoy!

excepted.

\
=

a On the estates annexed to Yes, generally; but there On some estates they have Yes, with very few exeep-
8 this division, I have availed| are exceptions, particularly on| not. tions, ,
%| myself of the opportunities| the estate of ‘ Ruimveld,’ * La
&| afforded by the dry season, of | Penitence’ and ‘ Werk-en-
> ¢ Walking into the fields now| Rast.’
=| and then, in the morning. On
§| all these occasions, 1 found
e the labourers behavingas well

| as could be desired.
L
fr

No. Generally no; but some Yes. Plantation ‘ Mocha,’ Complaints have been made
few idle and disorderly indi- |—— Dawson, Esq., trustee;| as to the insufficiency of wok
viduals on the estates of ‘Ruim-| J. W. M‘Kinnon, manager.| done on plantations § Malgré.
veld,” ‘La Penitence’ and| ¢ Little Diamond,’ Messrs.| tout,’ C. F. Milne, propre.

2 ‘ Werk-en-Rust’ have, and| Blake & Bishop, trustees;| tor; no manager. ‘ Maria’
. giving much trouble. R. Hunter, manager. ‘Pe-| Lodge,’ Lane & Paul, o&
‘8 ter’s Hall,’ Messrs. Taylor| tornies; G. Johnstone, m-
8 & Smith, attornies; Wm.| nager.
& Barry, manager. ‘ Henry,’ On the first named estate,
8 John Lane, attorney; A. Ni-|the gang is at present mt
2 cholson, manager. ‘ Golden| complained of. On the
3 Grove,’ Dr. Rankin, proprie-| cond, the truth of the state
2 tor; A. Brown, manager. | ment has not yet been inver
S ‘Farm,’ Messrs. Rivers &| tigated.

Koolas,  attornies; John
M‘Kenzie, manager.

.

f

| _ Task-work is resorted to on They work the seven hours The labourers in this part Task-work, without a con
£ theestates in this division. and a half per day, as fixed by| of the district generally pre-| tract to that effect, isgenerally
$ The town mechanics work law. fer working the seven hours| resorted to.
§| the legal time. , anda half per day, as fixed by
oe law.

8
§
3
=
x

5

None. Generally from seven a.M. From seven a.m. to half- From seven to elevet
past two P.M. I know of no
estate to which the latter part
of this question applies.   o'clock, four hours ; and from

twelve to half-past three

o'clock, three hours and 4|
half: seven hours aud a half |

Or, from seven to clever,

o'clock, four hours ; and from

one to half-past four o'clock,

three hours anda half: sevel

hours and a half.

There are no estates whet

the labourers are compel
to lay by two hours 10 the
middie of the day. On sot
it is done without being oo”

plained of, in which case

system is not interfered wilh |

|
I
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq. °

DISTRICT (G,)

George Bail, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

J. W.Brittain, Esq.

 

 

During the month I have

visited the hospitals on five

estates (names given in origi-

nal Report). ‘Ihe apprenticed

labourers are well found in

medical advice, and are con-

tented and civil.

Perfectly so. During the
last month I have visited the
hospitals on 19 estates on
* Wankenhaam ;’ 12 on ‘ Le-
guan,’ and 3 on ‘ Hog Island,’
being all the sugar estates in
this district.

They are perfectly civil, and
appear centented and cheerful.
I have visited 20 estates (names
given in original Report), and
inspected the several hospitals.
The sick are few on most of
the estates, and seem well
attended to; but on plantation
* Hoff Van Aurick’ the hospi-
tal is very bad. The mana-
ger, however, assures me that
a new one will be shortly
erected.
 

They generally are ao,

 
 

 

zog,’ proprietors, Messrs,
Fullerton & §M‘Donald;
manager, Hugh Ross; attor-
nies, Messrs. Wilkinson &
Burnet.

willingly performed on any
estate in this distric.

Except on plantation ‘Met-| Yes. They have. With very few exceptions
en-Merzog.’ they have.

Plantatiun ‘ Met-en-Mer- No. The work has not been un- There has been no marked

unwillingness to work on any
estate during the month.

 

Task-work generally through-
out the district, ’ .

[teers

-Task-work is universal, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred.

 

Task-work is very generally
done, and a. considerable
amount of extra labour is per-
formed on most estates in the
district.

 

The bell rings on most es-
tates at seven, and the labour-
€rs can quit the field the mo-
Ment their task is finished. 
166.—IT,  From about six and seven

to one, two, three, four, five
and six, according to circum-
stances and the bargain made.
Upon every estate when-

ever their task is done they
leave the field. Work as they
choose.  Commences generally at.

half-past six or seven, -and
finish at the option of the la-
bourers. They are not com-
pelled to lay by in the middle
of the day.  The amount of -work..done

is alone taken into considera-
tion, and not the hours,  
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a

February 1836
ry 1836] DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M,)

bistRicT Leod, E A. Van Ryck deGroot,Esq, | J. 0. Lockhart MuiGeorge Rose, Esq. John M' |, Esq. . Van Ry + Esq. . O. Lockhart MuirEsq,

( They are generally. I have Generally. I have visited During the month I have| _ Ihave visited all the estats
.| visited every estate in the dis-| most estates in the district,| visited 12 estates (names| in my district; in gener!

trict, and some two, three and | some three or four times; no {| given), and inspected the hus-| they are civil, contented an) __
8 four times during the month,| complaints preferred. pitals thereon. I found the| cheerful, |

8 and most of the hospitals. labourers civil, tolerably con-- |

go tented and cheerful, -
& |
§ |
=

a They have generally, with In most instances. In general they have, Yes, with few exception, )
8 few exceptions. |

§ 2
g !

e
;
Ss |

-

Ne, except by few. No. Generally it has; in best No.
gangs there are indifferent
characters, as may be seen
from the Judicial Records ;

o such of course excepted.

g

3

Ss

> Yes, generally, and is pre- It is. Task-work is most generally A specified portion of work

«| ferred by the labourers, preferred by the labourers;| is usually allotted to eachlr
3 they work it diligently in| bourer.
8 general, and in so doing are
a early at home, some at one,
2 some at two o'clock, according

to their activity.

N
\
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na From seven a.m. to ha!f-

past two, or ull their tasks are
finished. They can rest or
not duringtheir tasks. They
are not compelled tu lay by;
and they have frequently fi-
nished their work by twelve
and one o'clock.  From half-past six till the|

day’s labour is performed.  As the labourers generally
prefer task-work, they finish
it as it suits themselves ; they
are not controlled therein.  ~ Work is generally com

menced about seven o'cloth,
and the labour
when they have
their portion ©
work.

ers returd) -
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SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.
 

how

state

been

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.
K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq:

DISTRICT (B.)

A, M. Lyons, Esq.
 

_—————————

Do the labourers on any

i istrict perform.estate in your district pe

extra labour for hire? If yes,

name the estates, the rate of

wages for extrawork, and state

and when the payments
are made; and if extra work

is not performed for wages,

if reaconable wages have

offered, with weekly pay-

ment. If reasonable’ wages

andpronipt payment have been

offered and rejected, state to

what cause you attribute the

refusal on the part of the la-
bourers.

  

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform labour for
hire, earning from six bits to
two guilders per week, which
is paid on demand,
The field labourers of plan-

tation ‘ Good Hope’ and * He-
Jena’ very frequently perform
extra labour for hire, at the
rate of 2 f. for a day’s work of
7% hours, as laid down in the
tariff.

The people employed in the
boiling-houses and about the
buildings are in receipt of
wages for extra labour; their
earnings vary from two to
three guilders per week each.
On ‘ Beehive’and ‘ Grenfield’
those occupied in the field oc-
casionally work for hire, also
earning from two to three
guilders per week.. The pay-
ments are usually made every
month.

In the manufacture of sugur,
‘and also field labourers per-
form extra labour for hire, and
at crop time the coffee and
cotton estate labourers; two
stivers per hour for working
in the buildings; nine guilders
for weeding per acre of plan-
tations; two guilders for one
punt of canes; and 12 labour-
ers have agreed to hole 10
acres of land, formerly in cot-
ton, for 20 joes (about 307.)
payments monthly,

 

4.

 

Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authorit
by force in your district? If
there have been any, name
the estates on which such oc-
currences have taken place,

- None. There have been none. None.

 

8.

beha’

mise

or is
fewi

In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to

ve rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such

onduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it to
any combination orconspiracy?

it only with respect to a
dle and disorderly appren-

tices that you have had com-
plaints made?

On plantation ‘ Melville’
and ‘Spring Hall,’ the neg-
‘lect of work was so general
that I attributed it to com-
bination.

Plantation ‘* Cumming’s
Lodge,’ the strong women be-
have very sudely to those in
authority over them, and have
combined and conspired not to
perform their work,

 

9.

been

Has the attendanceof the
predial labeurers at church,
and of their children at school,

regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

In both instances the at-
tendance has been good.

Tt has. The attendance of the la-
bourers at church and at Bethel
chapel has been very good,
and their children regular at
school.

 

asa

u
Seer

as

our  urer been levied?

10, Have you, individually
magistrate, and has the

court over which you preside.
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
Ping during the preceding
Month? and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the nume-
ber of delinquents so punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

Two, 15 stripes each, None. None.

 

» Has any manager,over-
or other person in autho-nity over the preedial labourers

een fined
nished by the court over whichyou preside during the preced-ing month for misconduet to-ward any labourer or labourers?Have therebeenany iof the labourees 'y instances

detained at
1 hours? and, in such case,

or otherwise pu-

having been
work beyond the

the shilling sterlin er.
for each individu tla-

166,—I].
 One person fined 21, sterling
for maltreating his appren-
ticed labourer.   One overseer fined ten shil-

lings, or seven guilders, for an.
assault on an apprenticed la-
bourer.
Amount of fine paid to the

labourer.  
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February 1836.] DISTRICT (C.)

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

 

 

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

RIVER+

Captain Delafons, R.w.

Upper River.
Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D)  
Captain Allen,

 

On the estates attached to
this division, extra work ‘for
‘hire ‘is performed about the

None, except in the sugar-
houses.

On almost all the estates, at
the rate of from one to two
bits per day, about the build-
ings, prompt payment; the
labourers show great disincli-
nation to perform any other
work for wages except occa-
sidnally digging trenches, and
préfer taking provisions, &c.
to town for sale.

   The rate of wages for hir
names of the estates, &, §¢
bas not varied inanyparty.
Jar since last month,

  

‘S| buildings, at the rate of one
.S | and a half to three bits per
3| day during the grindiag, pay-
& ment prompt; and on plan-
~( tation ¢ Sophia’ coffee ispicked
*| for hire during the crop season.
-

:
x

\

4 c

& There has been no ‘attempt
=| to resist authority by force.

é
&

i=
Rl

None. None within the month.

 

|

There has been no instany
of insubordination  meritg
particular notice, except of |
iabourer ofplantation ‘ Wale’
who made use of abusive ln)
guage to his manager. Ther
has been no attempt to rest
authority by force,
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rs

to
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8.

There has been no combina-
tion or conspiracy.

.

When such instances have.
taken place, to be attributed to
the idle and disorderly only.
On the estates of ‘ Ruimveld,’
© La Penitence’ and ‘ Werk en
Rust.’

Many complaints have been
made with respect to idle and
disorderly apprentices; but,
with the exception ofplanta-
tion ‘ Mocha,’ they have not
been so general as to warrant
my attributing them to com-
bination or conspiracy.

The complaints made har
only had reference to a fer
idle apprentices, with the ex
ception ofthe estates name
under question 3.  
  r
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.   the price of two ducks, for

shooting two belonging to an
apprenticed labourer of plan-
tation ‘ Ruimveld,’ &c.  fined 3/. sterling, for illegally

confining some labourers in
the hospital from three o’clock
in the afternoon till six o’clock
the following morning; but
not in the stocks or in solitary
confinement,

° |
8 The places of worship and Yes. Yes. The attendance exceeded
&|schools are well attended, and. the local accommodation. |
g| the accommodation quite suf- The attendance of childra
w) ficient. at the Sunday schvol has bea

z
as regular as usual, but be

2 “not been equal to the accom

3 |
modation.

6 None. None. Four, 20 stripes each. One, 15 stripes.

®
S

$
@.
2
&
»
S

8

|
, No. Mr. Petrie has been fined Yes; one manager has been No conviction bas tle

place last month on the abot

subject. 



bire

&,
tieu.

ance
iting
of a)
les? |
lane|
here
eaist

have
few

1 eX-|

mel

 

ake
hort

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.
 

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlett, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

 

DISTRICT (H.)

J. W. Brittain, Esq.

 

Only those about the build-

ings, such as firemen, boiler-

men, engineers, &c. They

are paid in silver weekly, if

possible, Average rate, two

stivers per hour.

Upon every estate extra work
is performed for hire; upon
many estates the whole gang
is paid all the year round, and
upon these there are scarcely
any complaints. The ma-
nagers all declare that this is
by far the best plan. Upon
others, only the cane-cutters
and people about the buildings
are paid. The wages are from
one bit to two and three
guilders per week, according
to circumstances.

Extra labour for hire in the
boiling-house is performed on
every estate, but is net so uni-
versal in the field, Wages
rate from a guilder to one and
a half per day,according to the
work they are employed at;
paid usuaily monthly; on some
estates quarterly,

down in the scale for seven hours and a half, but more is
often given by agreement. So far from the apprenticed la-
bourers showing any unwillingness to do extra work, I have
known them apply for it to a neighbouring manager,
when their own could notg

 
give it to them.

I have already stated, in re-
ply to the 4th question, that a
considerable aniount of extra
labour is performed on most
estates. 1 should feel at a
loss to name any estate where
no extra work has been done.
I hear no complaints of the
mode of payment; the lowest
rate of wages is one guilder
for the quantity of work laid

 

Only on plantation ‘ Met-
en-Meerzog.’

None. Nothing of this kind has oc-
curred,

No attempt has been made,
or, I think I may say, been
thought of.

 

Combination to neglect their
work evidently existed on
plantation ‘ Met-en- Meerzog,’
but (with three exceptions)
only with respect to the fe-
male apprentices.

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly, that
complaints have been made.  With respect to the latter

only, three of whom attached
to plantation ‘ Perseverance,’
made an attempt to seduce

their fellow labourers to acts of insubordination and neglect
of work; but although the same individuals had twice be-
fore succeeded in producing serious mischief, they entirely
failed in their object on the present occasion, the other la-
bourers refusing to listen to their evil counsel; nor had they
the smallest grounds for complaint, it having been satis-
factorily proved that the work they found fault with was
usually performed within four hours, and they are three of
the most able young men on the estate.

A few individuals have so
combined, but in no case,
during the month, has such
combination been so extensive
as to affect the gang of an
estate generally.

 

 
Yes,

and one church upon

The churches are always
filled. There is only one
cburch upon ‘ Wakenhaam’ Leguan.’ From the size of the

islands and number of estates, there ought to be at
least one more upon each island. ‘Ihe few schools
there are, are well attended.

As regular ‘as usual, and I
think to the full extent of the
accumimodation.

shall have been completed. The attendance of the children and adults at
both the daily and Sunday schools is considerable, aud increasing, under
the zealous care and persevering exertions of the rector.

modation now afforded tothe labourers, It has been regular, and to
the full extent, not only of the accom-

but towhat it will be when the enlarge-
ment of the church now in progress

  

One + 939 stripes,
Three One - 25 P

One - 40
”

Three - 39 stripes each,
Four
F One - 25 »

fTwo - 30 stripes each.
Five, One-20  ,,

Two - 15 ” ”

One - 20 stripes.
Three, One - 15 yy

One - 10 ,,

 

RobertWaterton, Esq., J. P.,pleaded guilty to an assault on
forge, an apprenticed la-
urer, of plantation ‘La Ja-lousie,’ and was fined 2,sterling, Douglass, an ap-Prenticed labourer, on planta-

ton ‘ Met-en-Meerzng,’ come
Plained of an assault by Mr.ugh Ross, catechist. I re-ferred the i eward Sch complaint to Ed-

Schultz, Esq., 3. P., whotheoe 8 compromise byComplainant bei2 guild being fined

166.—I],  
No.

 
There have been no instances

ot either during the month.

that not be the case, the special magistrate would feel
it to be his duty to interfere.

 
One overseer, on plantation

* Watton Hall,’ was sentenced
to paya fine, for having used
abusive and indecent lanyuage
to a female apprenticed la-
bourer. The seven hours and
a half work daily has uni-
versally been commuted for a
proportionate amount of work;
viz. the scale of task-work
published, This is always di-
minished when the work is
harder than usual. Should  
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156 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

February 1836.]

DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq.

=

DISTRICT (M)

J. O. LockhartMurr, Eq,

 

Extra work is not much re-
quired, except on some of the
sugar estates, when occasi-

All persons employed about
the buildings on sugar estates.
Extra labour has been per-

Yes, thé labourers are hired
either to the proprietors they
belong to, or to other estates,

|

1am not aware of an
labour having been pero
for hire during the month,
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.   ferred.      

s| onally the boilermen and fire- | formed on plantation ‘ Adel-| for reasonable wages, prompt Liberal, I may sayhigh, wage

=|men are employed. phi’ and on ‘Philadelphia,’ at | payment. and prompt payment hay
= Wages vary; paid weekly, or| the rate of one guilder and one been offered, and not accepted,
©| when asked for, guilder and a half per day. I can only attribute the refusal
og on the part of the labourerstp
2 a disinclination to perform
2 field labour. In the boiling.

3 house or about the buildings
& they will perform extra ).

bour cheerfully.

™! No. No. No. There has been an instance,. : aag
of insubordination and riot& plantation ‘ Alness,’ butitdid

2 not appear that there was ay
: attempt to resist authority by
2 force. The case is fully r
8 ported in the Record of Con

St plaints.

Only with respect to a few The complaints preferred No, I do not think so; it is No.
eo idle and disorderly. during the month were against | amongst the idle, disorderly,
= old offenders, at least in most| and such, after a fair trial, if
Ss instances. convicted, are brought to a
§ sense of their duty in the pale
oe of the law.

2

5
2
Ss

ar

$ Yes, It has. I have heard nothing to the Yes.
& contrary. Divine service is
> performed every Sunday,
> either by a minister, or, in
8 absence, by Mr. Henry, the
2 catechist, who reads the Scrip-
=| tures. —_—|

S| Two - 20 stripes each. Two - 25 stripeseach. | None. One - 20 stripes
= Eight?Two-20 TWOyOne - 12 »
Ss Four - 15 ”

&
e
°°

z
1

8
=

XN
en

No. No complaint has been pre- |} No, No.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.
Western Drvision.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A, M. Lyons, Esq.
 

 

12, Have any complaints

been preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

rentited labourers, respecting

their clothing, food, treatment,

or upon any subject? In the

event ofany complaints having

been made to you, have you

carefully investigated into the

matters and caused justice to

berendered to the parties as

far as it was in your power?

State the number and the na-

tore of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

 

Two men of plantation
‘Broom Hall,’ complained of
their allowance of plantains,
and one man of plantation
‘ Farm,’ complained of having
been confined by his manager.
After a careful investigation,
Tadjudged these complaints to
be frivolous.

I have had several minor
complaints, and during the
month, to all of which I gave
my best consideration as they
came before me; none, how-
ever, were of sufficient. im-
portance to require notice or
enumeration here.

a few idle and indolent. la-
bourers.

Nocomplaints, except from

 

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such oc-
currences have taken place,

were with the free consent and
approbation of the parents of
the children,

and state if the transactions.

None. None. None.

   

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take care
of their young children, and
exempted from all other duty?
Are the children when unwell
allowed the advantage of the
medical assistance and hospital
treatment of the estate in the
same manner as when they
Were in a state of slavery.

The children throughout the
district bave the same care,
attention and treatment as
when ina state of slavery.

The children are provided
for as before the 1st August
1834.

very.
As when ina state of sla-

  

_ 15. On how many estates
in your district are schools es-
tablished? Name theestates,
Proprietors, and managers of
tates having schools.

[otteenseepereneen

None. There are two schools.
or decrease during the month.

There has been no increase

 
 

18. Are there any remarks
orobservations which you mayWish to convey to the Lieute-theemo connected with.~ Peace,tranquillity and hap-
riper vthe district under yourhesl endence? If yes, stace 
166.—II,

 None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
83. P.   None. .

I am happy to have again
to remark that my district is
in a very quiet and satisfactory
condition, the labourers being
cheerful and contented and the
managers satisfied.

(signed) Charles Henry Strutt,
3. Je PrP

and lately a visible inclination
to work in the field for wages
has appeared, and I have every
reason to hope that it will be
general.  The district is very quiet,

(signed) A. M. Lyons,  3.5. PS
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February *336.! DISTRICT (C.) DISTRICT ()

Town. RIVER. Urrer River. Captain Allen,

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. Captain Coleman.
 

An
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er
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
12
.

Three complaints by ap-
prenticed labourers against
their employers have been
made, and the parties fined.
One complaint respecting

clothing has been heard, and
dismissed.
One respecting medical at-

tendance is in progress.

April, an apprenticed la-
bourer of plantation ‘ Rome
and Houston,’ has complained
of Mr. Bascone his manager,
but has failed to prove his
complaint.

Complaints have been made
by several of the apprenticed
labourers at plantation ‘ Peters’
Hall,’ as not having com-
fortable places of residence;
upon investigation, it appears
several houses have fallen
down, which are being re-
built, and are nearly finished.

Twelve complaints hay
been preferred during the
month of varioussorts; they |
have been inquired into, an
redressed, as seemed most de.
sirable for the complainant,

 
  

A
n
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13
. None. None. No, none. None.

 

The same as when in a state
of slavery.  As when ina state of sla-

very.

 

+
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. On two. One on ‘Rome,’ and one
wy
= nearly ready on the estate
8 * Ruimveld.’

g
ce

&

:
=
N

With the exception of plan-
tations ‘ Prosperity,’ ‘ Garden
of Eden,’and ¢ Little Diamond,’
the children receive an extra
allowance of provisions. They
are, without exception, allowed
nurses and medical attendance,
and I have no complaints un-
der this head.  

As when in a. state of ale
very, except that the fre
children of Maria’s Lodge
ceive no allowance.
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16
.  Recommends improvements

in the existing police esta-
blishment of George Town,

(signed) George Ross,

8.3. P.  I am sorry to observe a wish
to evade the usual labour in
the field by many females on
the estates of * Ruimveld,’
‘La Penitence,’ and ‘ Werk-en-
Rust;’ but, generally speak-
ing, they are old offenders,

(signed) Zhomas Delafons,
8.3, P.

On three (names given). On ten estates (name
given).

  (signed) Zhomas Coleman,
S.J. 2.

  None.

Allen
8. 5%

(signed) J. A.
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)

Spry Bartlett,Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. J. W. Brittain, Esq.

_

None. No. No complaints of this kind None.
have been preferred.

None. No. None. None.

 

On plantations ‘ Hague,’
‘Groenveld, ‘ Leonora,’ and
‘Meten Murzog,’ no food or
doctor allowed. On planta-
tions ‘ Best,’ ¢ William,’ ‘ Anna
Catherina,’ and ‘ Vreesen
Hoop,’ no food, but doctor
on the other estates, as when
in a state of slavery.

—————

On six estates (names given.)

As before the 1st August
1834.

Children taken care of, as
when ina state of slavery.

Since the beginning of last
month, when I reported that
the free children on all the es-
tates were treated as before the
apprenticeship, I have been
informed that there are a few
on which they do not receive
an allowance of food or clo-
thing; and on one of the
finest estates in the district
(Windsor Castle), not only is
this the case, but further, the
mothers ofthose children have
been made to pay out of the
price of their extra labour, the
price ‘of the medical attend-
ance of all their free children
since 1st August.

 

On two estates.

  

On seven (names and par-
ticulars given).

On one estate.

 

None.

(signed) Spry Bartlett, S3.P.

Complaint of the want of
clergymen, two being insuffi-
cient in the district.

(signed) Geo, Killock,
4&5. P. 

166,—I],

The apprenticed labourers,
collectively, continue tobehave
extremely well, and to work
assiduously.

Geo. Bail,
8. J. Pe

(signed) Nil.

(igned) J. W. Brittain,
8. J. Pe 
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February 1836.] ISTRICT(L D

George Rose, Esq. John M‘ Leod, Esq. A. Van Ryck de Groot, Esq. | J. O. Lockhart Muir, Ey,

" —
No. One against Mr. Scott, ma- None of any importance. No.

nager of ‘ Sandont,’ which was
. investigated on the spot, and
s dismissed as false and frivolous.

:
&

5
2
x

\

No. No. No. No.

 

Generally the same as be-
fore the ist of August 1834.

As when ina state ofslavery. Onmostestates in the dis-
trict, the children under six
years of age have a gratuitous

On three estates the chil
dren are fed out of the allow
ances due to their parents; 0

 

 

allowance of food and medical| the others they are fed grata-
: attendance, tously from the stores of the
= estates. On all women sn
= employed to take care of the
Sy children, and they have the

= advantage of medical asi

g ance and medical treatment,
s

£

;
x

. Thereare schools amongst| _ On two estates (names On six estates in the dis- None.
~| the labourers themselves on| given.) trict (names given in the
& | almost all the estates; on se- original Report.)

“BS | veral there are teachers en-
S$ | gaged, and those at the dif-
° ferent places of worship.

i=
Ss

\ _=

Nil. Nil. None at present. Nil.
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.   (signed) George Rose,
, 8. J. Pe   (signed) J. M‘Leod,

8. J.P.  (signed) A. Van Ryckde Groot,
8. J. Pe  (signed) J. 0. LockhartMe

nee

(True Extracts by)
J. H. D, W. Sidley,

Private Secretaly

nme
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—No. 262,.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 19 March 1836.

Iw the newspapers which arrived in this colony by the last mail, theparticulars
are given of a very numerous meeting held at Birmingham for the purpose of
petitioning Parliament for the complete and immediate abolition of the apprentice
system, and ‘the-consequent emancipation of the labourers in the West India
colonies from the control of the special justices. As, from the influential
character of several of these gentlemen who are stated to have addressed the
meeting; there can be little doubt but that the subject will be brought before Par-
liament, I have conceived that, in the straightforwarddischarge oF my duty, it is
incumbent upon me, as the officer to whom the administration of the government
of certainly the second West India colony in ‘point of produce, wealth and import- ~
ance, is at this moment intrusted, respectfully to lay before your Lordship my
views upon the proposed measure; I assure your Lordship that I should much
regret and lament the doing away of the apprenticeship. I deprecate any sudden
change or ‘the abandonment of a system which, in British Guiana at any rate, so
completely answers. Neither the planters nor the labourers are prepared for any
immediate alteration. Of other colonies I presume not to speak nor to offer any
opinion; but in British Guiana, not only the letter, but the spirit of the Act of
Parliament abolishing slavery and introducing apprentice labour have been so
strictly enforced, that no act of tyranny, of cruelty or of oppression can take place
without the speedy detection, exposure and punishment of the person so offend-
ing. Not the slightest corporal punishment is or can be inflicted but by the
sentence of a special justice or that of an inferior criminal court, presided by a
sheriff. Not only not a lash can be given that is not reported to the officer
administering the government, but if he has reason to think the sentences severe,
the minutes of the evidence can be forthwith sent for and examined. This sort
of jealous vigilance, with which the administration of the criminal law is watched
over in this colony, has (I am well aware) made me very unpopular with those
who are advocates for more stern and severe measures; the results, however, of
the line of conduct pursued in British Guiana, as shown in the happiness and
tranquillity of the labourers, and the immense additional quantity of produce
exported since the abolition of slavery, ought to satisfy the most sceptical.

In thus advocating the continuance, for the present, of a system which, to a
hasty observer, may appear to be too favourable to the interests of the planter, as
put in opposition to those of the labourer, I beg to explain to your Lordship, that
Tam influenced solely by what I conceive to be the ‘general. good, and that the
apprentice system (if carefully superintended in its details) appears to me to be
equally necessary and advantageous to both parties. If I was susceptible ofbeing
influenced by unworthy motives, the continued opposition and ill-will. I have ex-
perienced on the part of the most influential of the planters would rather have
induced me to have arrived at the conclusion, that the apprenticed system ought to
be abolished. I am, however, of a decidedly contrary opinion; the managers and
the labourers are daily approximating; not only wages for additional labour are
becoming more common, but large fields of sugar canes are weeded or cut down
byagreement, Labour is, in fact, finding its fevel and its value; nothing can be
going on better, and I do not think that the permanentwell-veing of the labourer
would be accelerated by any immediate change of system. We have every thing
to expect from persevering in the present plan; it is impossible to foretel what
mischievous effects a sudden and (in my humble opinion) an uncalled-for change
might produce.

ought, perhaps, to apologize for having thus obtruded my opinions upon your
Lordship, but my anxiety for the general welfare of this province, and the good
of HisMajesty’s service, will, I am confident, to your Lordship appeara sufficient
xcuse,

I have, &c.

J. Carm! Smyth.
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— No. 263. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Camp House, Demerara, 14 April 1836.

 

“ I vaxe the liberty of forwarding in this Despatch the monthly epitome of the

reports of the special justices for last month; as also a copy of the return of pro.

duce made last year in British Guiana, and contrasted with former years. I have

only respectfully to congratulate your Lordship upon the continued decrease of

punishment and increase of produce; in short, upon the peace, happiness and

content which prevail throughout every part of this extensive colony.”
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EPITOME of the Montuiy Reports from the Firrzen Stipenpiary Specrat Justices in British

Enclosure in No. 263.
 

for the Month of March 1836.
Guiana,

   

QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A,)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Wesrern Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

4. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

  

 

j. Are the labourers in Yes. I havevisited 17 €8- They are. The labourers are content-

our district civil, contented| tates, and the hospitals there- ed and cheerful.

and cheerful? on (names given in original
report), during the month.

9, Have they performed Yes, in general. They have. Yes.
their work during the last
month with alacrity and good
will?

3, Has the work on any The work has not been un- The work has not been un- None.
estate been unwillingly or not
teadily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name the
estate, the proprietor or his
attorney, and the manager, in
order that an inquiry may be
forthwith instituted into’ the
causes which may have led to
such conduct,

ee

willingly performed. willingly performed on any
estate in my district during
the month.

 

4, Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
pict? or do the labourers pre-
Tworging the 73 hours perday, as fixed by ha, >

Voluntary task-work is per--
formed. The labourers, how--
ever, sometimes prefer the
7 4 hours.

A kind of voluntary task-
-~work is most generally in use,
both managers and appren-
ticed labourers taking the
tariff as their guide.

 

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to.

 

5. What are the workingours most generally in use inyourdistrict ? Are there anywhee oo your district onveled @ labourers are com-i. ne lay by for two or¢e hours in the middle ofthe
ay, and then to complete theirticha In the afternoon (b

yhave little or no time togoodnent™)' if yes, have the
to name theestates,

Proprietors .
or attornies,

managers, ues and

166.—Tf,

Wision of their labour  The hours of labour in most
genera] use, when task-work
18 not resurted to, are from
7 to $-past 2 o'clock.

The nominal hours are from
7 to 11, and from 1 to 3-past
4; buton all the estates, with
the exception of two cotton
plantations, ‘ Paradise’ and
* Anne’s Grove,’ the labourers
are suffered to leave the field
when they have performed a
reasonable quantity of work ;
and I have known many to
have finished by 10 and 11
o'clock.   The labourers generally

commence labour at seven
A.M, and go on until they
finish, 12, 1, 2 0’clock. On
no estate are they compelled
to lay by in the middle of the
day.  
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DISTRICT (D)

Captain Allen,

 
——_|

; Yes, in most cases, lu
sited 25 estatesduringty
month, and the hospital },
longing to 18 (names gira
in original report);on ald
which, with some trifling a,
ceptions, the labourerssay,
ed contented and happy,
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March 1836.] DISTRICT (C.)

Town. River. Urrer River,

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, RB. u. Captain Coleman.

They are. Yes, generally. In generalthey are. Ihave
visited 11 estates, and the

= hospitals thereon(names given
gs in original report), during

3 the month.

3
ce

&
5
3
&
x

\

: They have performed their | Generally, but some excep- On some estates they have
a . * :

work with as much good will | tions. not.
8 as could reasonably be ex-
$| pected
eo
=
=

5
&
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No.

\

 

 

No, generally. Yes, particularly on plan-
tation ‘ Peter’s Hall,’ Messrs.
Smith & Tailor, attornies;
W. Barry, manager. ‘ Farm,’
Messrs. Reewers & Koolas,
attornies; John Mackenzie,
manager: and ‘ Henry,’ John
Lane, esq., attorney; A. Ni-
cholson, manager.

Yes, in general.

 

The work has ntt bes
performed cheerfully ti
month by part of the ganga
lantation ‘ Schoonoord,#

. Manget, proprietor; |
Ross, manager. ¢ La parft
Harmonie,’ J. de St. Fe
proprietor; G. Parke, m
nhager.

nny
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( Task-work is resorted to
on the estates. The town
mechanics work the legal
time.

They work the 7} hours
per day, as fixed by law.

The labourers in this part
of the district generally pre-
fer working the 7 3 hours per
day, as fixed by law.

Task-work is usually ®
sorted to, without any expt

contract to that effect.  
__et
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On the estates the labour-
ers commence about seven
o'clock, and lay by when their
task is finished.  Generally from seven a.m.

till half-past two p.m, There
are several individuals who
come later, and are obliged
to remain later in the field.

From seven a. M. to half-
past two p.m. There are no
estates to which the latter
part of this question applies.  From 7 to 1}, aol

—7 $4 hours; or irom,

ak aidiom 1 to 44d
There are no estates vit

the labourers are compels

to lay by two hours ™
middle of the day.
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eae-~

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Vsq

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

W, J. Brittain, Esq.

 

During the month I have

visited the hospitals on seven

estates (names given In Orl-

ginal report); the appren-

tices appeared well found in

medical aid, and contented.

Perfectly so.

in the district.

During the
month I have visited the hos-
pitals of 22 estates on Leguan,
19 on Wakewaam, and three
on Turk’s Island, in all 44,
being the whole of the estates

They are perfectly civil,
and apparently contented and
cheerful. I have visited the
estates hereafter enumerated,
and inspected the hospitals
thereon (22, enumerated in
original report). The sick
appear well attended to.

 

Generally throughout the
district, with the exception of
plantation ‘ Met en Meer-
20g.

Yes. They have.

Generally they are so.

 

With the exception of three
estates, where passive resist-
ance was for a short time at-
tempted, as further noticed
in the answers to questions 7
and 8, they did their work
cheerfully last month.

 

Plantation ‘ Met en Meer-
20g, Messrs. Fullerton & Co.,
proprietors; Mr. Hugh Ross,
manager,

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district. . ill-will has been displayed.

There is no estate in this
district on which permanent

On the three estates alluded
to in the previous answer, the
assive resistance was speed-

ily put an end to, and they
have since been remarkably
both orderly and contented.

 
 

On most of the estates
throughout the district. preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is general, and Task-work is generally re-
sorted to, and preferred. There is no estate in this

district where the labourers
work 7 4 hours a day. The
scale of work laid down is ge-
nerally adopted, from which,
when the work is unusually  heavy, a deduction is made |
by compromise.

 

The bells ring on the es-
tates about seven a.m., andthe labourers usually remain
an they have finished their 
166.—J[,

work as they choose. From about 6 to 12, 1, 2,
3. 4, 5, &c., according to
circumstances and the bar-
gain made. The labourers

The labourers usually go
to work at half-past six or
seven in the morning; some-
times later. There is no es-
tate in the district in which
they are compelled to lay by
in the middle of the dey.  No notice whatever of

hours is taken by managers.
The labourers turn out and
leave off when they please.
All that is required is, that
the task assigned be done,
and well done. When the
work is not done, the hour
when the Jabourer turned out.
is sometimes mentioned as a
proofof idleness; and in these
cases it often appears that
the labourer was not on the
field at nine, or even at ten
o'clock.  
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March 1836.]

DISTRICT (1)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Rujk de Groot, Esq.

ee,

DISTRICT (M1)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Bag,

  

In general they are. I have
visited every estate in the

Generally. During the month I have
visited 13 estates (names, &c.  Generally yes, Thavevisity

all the estates in my distrig

  

  

 

 
 

    

=| district, and some two or given in theoriginalReport), except ¢ Skeldon’ and ¢Ely

$|more times, and several of and the hospitals thereon,| and Mary,’ duringthe mont
‘S| the hospitals, and I found the labourers
g civil, and tolerably contented.
oe
2}
Ne
5 |
x!
S|

u

a With some exceptions they In most instances. In general they have. Yes, with few exceptions,
x| have.
3
3

RB:
e;

&

5
2
=
x

In a few instances; and I On plantation ‘ Philadel- | In general it has. Amongst No.
have had to reprimand the| phia,’ Mr. Katz; representa-| the best gangs there are idle

¢| first gangof plantation ‘Blair-| tives, Briant, Lowenfiel &| and indifferent characters;
SS| mont’ for negligence, which| Melville. such of course excepted.
§| 1am happy to say has had a
S good effect.

3
:

x

\
7

Yes, generally, and pre- It is. Task-work is most gene- Task-work is generallypt
| ferred by the labourers. rally performed by the la-| formed.

58 bourers; they work it dili-
¥ gently in general, and in so
& doing they are early at home;
° some at one, some at two

~ o’clock, as the work speeds.
4
Ty

3
=
x

\

Frem seven a.m. to half- | Prom seven a.m. till the As the labourersgenerally —_
past two P.M., or until their| day’s labour is finished, refer task-work, they finis
tasks are finished, and op- it as it suits them best; they

_ | tional with themselves whe- are not controlled therein.
“1 ther they rest during their The bells ring, or the shells
.S | work or not. are blown, at 7, at 11, at 1,
3 and at §-past 4 o'clock, to
3 mark the time.
e

2
§
i
=
sy
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Diviston.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Charles Henry Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

  

6. Do the labourers on any

estate in yourdistrict perform

extra labour forhire? If yes,

pame the estates—the rate of

wages for extra work—and

state how and when the pay-

ments are made—and if extra

work is not performed for

wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reasonable

wages and prompt payment

have been offered and rejected,

state to what cause you attri-

bute the refusal on the part

of the labourers.

The labourers employed
in the manufacture of sugar
invariably perform extra la-
bour for hire, earning from
6 bits to 2 guilders per week.
Extra field labour is per-
formed on plantations ‘ Good
Hope,’ ‘ Helena’ and ‘ Sup-
ply,’ at the rate of about 6
bits or 2 guilders for a full
day’s work. Wages are paid
weekly.

On all the estates the peo-
ple employed about the
building and in the boiling
houses, are in receipt of
wages for extra service, and
earn at the rate of from 2 to
3 guilders per week each.
On ‘ Beehive’ and ‘ Green-
field’ they occasionally work
in the field for hire, earning
2 or 3 guilders per week
each. Payments usually
made monthly.

On sugar estates they per-
form extra labour for hire;
2 stivers per hour in the
boiling houses, 30 stivers for
cutting a punt of canes, and
g guilders per acre, weeding a
plantain walk; and for extra
abour on the cottun and cof-
fee estates during crop time.
Wages paid monthly, and
weekly when change can be
found,

 

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to resist authorit
by force, in your district? If
there has been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

None. There have been none. None.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it
to any combination or con-
spiracy?—or is it only with
respect to a few idle and dis-
orderly apprentices that you
have had complaints made ?

The disposition to neglect
work has been confined to
a few idle apprentices.

None. None.

 

9. Has the attendance of
the predial labourers at
church, and their children at
school, been regular, and to
the full accommodation af-
forded them under the local
circumstances of your dis-
trict?

‘The attendance has been
good.

It has. It has.

 

10. Have you, individually
48 8 magistrate, and has the
court over which youpreside,
een under the necessity of

ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month?—and, if answered in
the affirmative, state the num-
ber ofdelinquents 80 punished,
and the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

‘One :—15 stripes. One :— 12 stripes. None.

 

11, Has any manager, over-
seer, or othervversona autho-rity over the pradial labour-ers been fined or otherwisePunished by the court overWhich you preside during thePreceding month, for miscon-ict towards any labourer orabourers? Have there beenany instances of the lahourerspaving been detained at work5yond the legal hours ?—and,ate case, has the shillingi mlng per hour for each in.vidual labourer been levied?

188.1,  N one  e.
Non  ‘None.  
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March 1836.] DISTRICT (C.)
 

Town.

George Ross, Fsq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R. N.

Uprer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen,

 

An
su
cr
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
6.

-
’ Extra work for hire is per-
formed about the buildings,
at the rate of from 1 4 bit
to 3 bits per day during the
grinding; payment prompt:
and on plantation ‘ Sophia,’
coffee is picked for hire dur-
ing the crop season.

~

The only estate on which I
know extra labour for hire
has been done this month is
‘Honston, where the men
have worked in digging a
new punt trench, and when
having finished their usual
day’s labour, as by law esta-
blished, have afterwards done
a good day’s work, for which
they have been regularly and
amply paid, earning nearly 1
dollar per day.

Extra labour for hire is
generally performed about
buildings at the rate of from
1 to 2 bits per day, prompt
payment. Extra labour for
hire is rarely performed in
the field.

The labourers perform g,
tra work for hire on 16 supy
estates, about the buildiy
and, on many of them, fy
work done in the field, chi
ly when cutting canes, yi
labour is performed for bir
on 17 coffee estates (nang
of estates given in origin
Reports.) Wages vary,ye
arnple.
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*
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( There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

None. | There have been some in-
stances of insubordination on
plantation ‘Peter's Hall’;
but no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

There have been a fer
instances of insubordinatin .
not deserving of particu
notice, but no attempt tor.
sist authority by force,

 

An
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s

to
Qu
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ti

on
8.

There has been no combi-
tion or conspiracy.

 .
When such disposition has

been manifested, I attribute
it to idle and disorderly ap-
prentices, particularly on
*Ruimveld’ and ‘ La Peni-
tence.’

There have been many
complaints against the idle
and disorderly apprentices;
but I do not teel myselfwar-
ranted in attributing it to
combination or conspiracy.

The misconduct above a.
luded to, had reference toi
few disorderly apprenticas
only.
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te
Qu
es
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11
.

ove the field labourers has
been fined.

     
&{ The places of worship and Yes, Yes. The attendance of thept
e, | schools are well attended, dial labourers at church
$i and the accommodation St. Mark, has beenasregul
@¢ quite sufficient. as usual during lastmonth

3 The attendance of their chi:

2 dren at the Sanday-scho!
S there has decreased, ands

~
not equal to the local accommodation afford

f . . . .

3 None. Six: two, 30 stripes each Three: one, 30 stripes ; None.
. one, 24 stripes; one, 18 | one, 20 stripes; one, 15
3 stripes ; one, 15 stripes; one,| stripes.
z 10 stripes.
a a

3

oe

2
s
s
3=
=

x

( : :
No person in authority None. No. No conviction has occurtd

this month, Some «i
plaints us to food,cloth
or assaults have been ama

bly compromised betwee!

the parties. 
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq,

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

DISTRICT (H.)

#1. J. Brittain, Esq.

  

Only about the buildings,

such as boilermen, engineers,

firemen. They are paid
weekly, in silver. Average

about 2 stivers per hour.

Upon the whole of the es-
tates extra work is performed
for hire. Upon many of the
estates the whole gang is
paid, on others only the cane
cutters and people about the
buildings. The wages are
from 1 bit to 3 or 3 guilders
per week. Upon the estates
where the whole gang is paid,
there is scarcely a complaint;
never about work.  

Extra labour for hire is
general, but more universal
in the boiling-house than in
the field. Wages from a
guilder to 14 guilder per
day, according to the nature
of the work; and they are
in general paid monthly,
though on some estates, but
quarterly. I have, however,
strongly recommended week-
ly payments.  

Extra labour is performed
on most estates in the dis-
trict. At ‘Caledonia, in
Pomeroon, 3 bits only are
given for the scale of work
assigned for 73 hours. On
other estates 4 and 5 bits are
given; on some estates 6
bits. It is not when the
highest rate is paid that the
most extra work is done. On
plantation ¢ Caledonia’ much
extra labour is performed,

and more steadily and uniformly than on the other estates where double the rate
is paid. Nor have I been able to account for the difference by their having been more
puuctually paid in the one instance than in the other.
  

Only with respect to the
estate ‘Met en Meezog.’  None. No instances of these have

occurred.
No instances of resistance

by force has occurred, but
on three estates passive resis-
tance was attempted. On

planations ‘ Coffee Grove’ and ‘ Dumbarton Castle’ generally, and on plantation ‘ Windsor Castle,’ among the female
apprenticed labourers only, In every instance their perversity was effectually and speedily corrected by alittle firm-
ness and persuasion, attended with but moderate correction, as will be seen by this month’s record of convictions.
 

It is generally the same
disorderly apprentices com-
plained of,

It is only with respect toa
few disorderly apprentices
that complaints have been
made.

With respect to the lat-
ter only, except on the plan
tation ‘Good Intent,’ where,
in the early part of the
month, the female labourers
formed a sort of combina-
tion, under the silly notion
of being entitled to Satur-
day, although working but
7 4 hours the other five days.
The matter, however, was by
no means serious, and was
easily suppressed,

In the three instances
above-mentioned, the passive
resistance was obviously the
consequence of very general
combination; in no. case,
however, extending beyond
the individual estate; and,
as before stated, in every case
easily and effectually put an
end to.

 

  
Yes,

its late considerable enlargement.
 The churches and schools
are always well attended.
There is a lamentable defi-
ciency of both.  Tt has been as regular as

usual, and I believe to the
full extent of the accommo-
dation.  The attendance of the ap-

prenticed labourers at the
arish church on Sundays,

ts to the full extent that it
can accommodate, even with

Two chapels of ease are about to be erected at about four or five miles from
the parish church, up and down the coast. These I have no doubt, as well as the two chapels lately finished in Pome-
roon, will be all equally well attended,so long as they continue to be superintended by a zealous and diligent pastor.

Two:—one, 15 stripes.
one, 10 ditto.

Six: four, 29 stripes each;
two, 25 stripes each,

month the unusual number of 188 stripes. It was only in the case of ‘ Coffee Grove

Five: three, 20 stripes each;
two, 15 stripes each.

The determined and gene-
ral passive resistance offered
by the apprenticed labourers
on plantations ‘ Coffee Grove’
and ‘Dumbarton Castle’
imposed upon me the painful
necessity of inflicting this

that a repetition of this disgraceful punishment was required. Three men on this estate
received, first, 15 stripes cach, and afterwards 20 stripes each.
ton Castle’ received 15 stripes each once.

Five men on ‘ Dumbar-
One other man received eight stripes.
 

Mr. M‘Gaw, overseer ofplantation ‘ AnnaCatharina,’pleaded guilty to the com-plaint of Henny, a femaleapprenticed abourer, forbeating her, and was fined
y me 2i. Roderick Boat,

captain, plantation ‘ Nouvelleandres,’ was fined by me2 dollars, for assaulting Phi-lander .
&r, apprenticed labof said estes ourer

166.11,
 

No.

 

A manager and an over-
seer have been fined; the
first for unlawfully confining,
the other for assaulting, an
apprenticed labourer. No
instances of the Jatter have
occurred.

 

No charge of this nature
has come before me.   
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DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John M‘Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Rijk de Groot, Esq.

uCecaee,

DISTRICT (M,)

J. O. Lockhart Muir, Bay

 

A
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r
s

to
Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

6.

Extra labour for hire is
not generally required in this
district. On the sugar es-
tates the boilermen and fire-
men are employed occasion-
ally. Wages vary; paid
weekly, or when asked for.

On all sugar estates the
persons employed about the
buildings average wages, 2
bits. On plantation ‘Adelphi,’
the men have done shovel
work, and earned 5 bits af-
ter performing usual labour.

Yes, the labourers are hired
either to the proprietors they
belong to, or to other estates,
for reasonable wages and
prompt payment.

a

On plantation ‘ Port Moy.
rant, the people Cutting
canes have been paid 1} bit
for every two feet by four ia
breadth and height, whic
they may cut beyond th
ordinary task. All, I beliew,
have done extra work, aj
some have earned more thy
a dollar perday. Atplant.
tion ‘ Hampshire’ also, they
have generally performed ex.
tra labour in cutting cang;
they are paid 2 bits fora
cord seven feet by four,

 

A
n
s
w
t

to
Qu
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*

7. {f None. No. Yes; on plantation ‘M.
ry’s Hope’ there has bem
an instance of insubordins
tion and resistance to th
authority of the manager.

  

An
sw
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s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
8.

Only with respect to afew
idle and disorderly, except
the first gang at ‘ Blairmont,’
early in the month, and they
had combined not to per-
form a reasonable quantity
of work, but are now going
on very well.

On plantation ‘ Philadel-
phia,’ the men for several
days did not perform a suffi-
cient quantity of work. The
same quantity of work was
done by the strong and weak
hands.

TI do not think so ; it exists
amongst the idle-disposed
and disorderly ; and such, af-
ter a fair trial, if found guil-
ty, meet their deserts within
the pale of the ordinance.

There was a partial, no
general, combination in the
case last referred to. Th
particulars will be found in
the record of complaints,

 

An
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*
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”

9. Yes. Tt has. I have heard nothing to
the contrary.

Yés.
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. vr None, Three: one, 39 stripes;
two, 15 stripes each.

Five : one, 39 stripes ; two,
30 stripes each; one, 25
stripes; one, 15 stripes.

Two, 30 stripes each,
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QUESTIONS.

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES.

DISTRICT (A)
 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Western Division.

Chas. Henry Strutt, Esq.

171

DISTRICT (B.)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

 

12, Have any complaints

been preferred to you during

the last month, from any ap-

renticed labourers, respect-

ing their clothing, food,treat-

ment, or upon anysubject?

In the event of any complaints

having been made to you, have

ou carefully investigated into
the matters, and caused jus-
tice to be rendered to the par-
ties as far as it was in power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms.

One complaint of maltreat-
ment was preferred, which I
allowed to be compromised
at the request of the com-
plainant.

Ihave had complaints from
some of the apprenticed la-
bourers on plantation ‘ Bail-
lie’s Hope,’ concerning the
bad quality of rice served out
to them. His excellency the
Lieutenant-governor is aware
from the report of Mr. Cand-
lin, s. J. P., and myself, how
the matter was settled.

A few complaints from
pregnant women, saying that
they are not able to perform
any work.

 

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the
estates in your district been
bound apprentices during the
lest month? If yes, name the
estates upon which such nc-
currences have taken place,
and if the transactions were
with the free consent and ap-
probation of the parents of the
children.

None. There have becn none. None.

 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take
sare of their young children,
ind exempted from all other
duty? Are the children when
unwell allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance. and
hospital treatment of the estate
m the same manner as when
theywere in a state of slavery?

The children are fed, re-
ceive medical assistance and
hospital treatment, and nurses
are appointed to take care of
the young children while
their parents are at labour,
gratuitously, with the excep-
tion of some free children of
plantation ‘ Broom-hall,’ who
do not receive food, as their
mothers, in the opinion of
the attorney, have not con-
ducted themselves well.

The young free children
on all the estates in my dis-
trict are fed and clothed gra-
tuitously, and have medical
attendance in the hour of
sickness.

As formerly; a woman is
appointed to take care of.
them when their mothers are
at work in the field; also al-
lowed the advantage of medi-
cal assistance and hospital
treatment, as when in a state.
of slavery.

 

15. On how many estates in
your district are schools esta-
lished ? Name the estates,
Proprietors and managers of
estates having schools,

None.

 

There are schools esta-
blished on plantations ‘ En-
wore’ and ‘Greenfield.’ The
former belongs to Mr. Porter,
and the latter to Mr. Glen of

Georgetown.

No increase or decrease
since my last report.

 
 

16. Are: there any remarksor observations which you may
wish to convey to the Lieute-nant-governor, connected withthepeace, tranquillity and hap-neof the district under

uperin "State thecamen * Hyes

166,—j I,  None.

(signed) K. Heyland,
8  I have none.

(signed) Charles Henry Strutt
Special Justice of the Peace

¥ 4
 I consider the district going
on very well. Seventy-four
convictions less than last
month, and sincerely do |
hope I may continue to make
so favourable a report,

(signed) .4. M. Lyons,
S.J.P. J 
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172 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

March 1836.] DISTRICT (C)
 

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R.N.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D,)

Captain Allen,

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu

es
ti

on
12
.

Five charges have been
preferred by apprenticed la-

ourers against their employ-
ers, and investigated; of
which three were for assaults,
and two for the non-delivery
of the legal allowance of
food. Of these two were
dismissed, two were compro-
mised, and on the fifth the
accused was fined.

\

None.

|

Twenty complaints }
been preferred upon dire

subjects. They have bee
inquired into and redresce
as far as was practicable,

 

An
sw
er
s

19
Qu
es
ti
on

13
. | None.

.

None. None.

 

( They have an extra al-
lowance of food as well as
nurses and medical attend-
ance.

The children are fed and
taken care of gratuitously
from the stores of the estates.
When ill they are freely ad-
mitted to the hospitals; wo-

With the exception of
plantation ‘ Prosperity,’ and
® Little Diamond,’ the chil-
dren have an extra allow-
ance of provisions. They

The children are generally
fed by an allowance of plar-
tains and ealt fish to the mo
thers. Women are provided
to attend them while ther

 

  George Ross,
S.J. P.   (signed) Thos. Delafons,

8. J.P.

  
x men are provided (specially)| are allowed, without excep-| mothers are inthe field. They
s to take care of the young | tion, nurses and medical at-| are reportedtoreceive med:
2 children when their mothers’ | tendance. cal assistance as when ina
$ are at work in the field. state of slavery.
So
&

=
g
=

A

wW { On two estates (names * Rome and Houston,’ and On three, viz. ‘ Peter's Schools are established
| given) missionary chapels| ¢ Ruimiveld.’ Hall, ‘Perseverance,’ and| instruction given on 1!

3| are established. the ‘ Craig,’ all under the| estates, (names given In ot
& management of the Rev. C.| ginal report.)
3 Strong.

8
&
x

= _

Nil. None. No. —_

Ss
=

3
3
Se

2
5.
x

2
xs

(signed) (signed) Thos. Coleman, (signed) J. A.Ai
8. J. P.   
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DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) DISTRICT (G.) DISTRICT (H.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Ball, Esq. W. J. Brittain, Esq.

a

None. No. No complaints have been None.
made except those already
stated.

None, No. None have been thus None.
bound,

Tam happy to inform your Upon all the estates in this The children are fed and I feel gratified in stating =
Excellency, that the only| district, the children are| taken care of in the same| that the proprietor of‘Wind-| ~
estates in my district which| treated as formerly. manner as when in a state| sor Castle’ has agreed to feed | &%
do not allow food to the eman- of slavery. the free childrenon his estate,| &,

cipated children, are, ¢ Vrees- and to give them clothing for } =
enhoop,’ ‘ Best,’ ¢ Anna Ca- the year. On ‘ Dumbarton ||
therina,’ and ‘ Juchen Vuen- Castle’ those children have| $
den,’ All now allow medical had no allowances whatever| -5

aid and nurses while the mo- since the apprenticeship of 2
thers are at work in the field. their parents. There are a |

few estates where the mo-
thers have refused these al-
lowances, under a misappre-
hension that their accepting
them would compromise the
freedom of the children.

&On six estates (names, &c. There are two. One-eighth (names, &c.|{ Plantation ‘ Anna Regina,’
¢. given In original report.) &c. given in original report.) | alone has a school upon the

estate, but the rector of the
parish has attached to his house a daily infant
school and a daily evening and Sunday school
in the church. ‘The catechist has the same at his
residence attached to the chapel at plantation

——_.. _ * Hackney in Pomeroon.’

Nil. Nil. The apprenticed labourers I have, during this month,

continue to behave extremely| visited every estate in the
well, and to work very assi-|district, and when in the
duously. Pomeroon, I inspected the

(signed Lazaretto. The general

gned) Spry Bartlet, (signed) George Killock, (signed) George Ball, | state of the estates is highly
8. J. P. S. J. P. S.J. P. | satisfactory, but the Laza-

retto’ is more destitute, I

shall not say of the comforts, for it has none, but of the ne-

cessaries of life, than I could have believed, had I not seen

it. There are nine unfortunate beings now compulsorily

confined there ; some of them formerly highly respected

upper servants in opulent families. I purpose handing
in immediately a report upon this subject.

W. J. Brittain.
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DISTRICT (I.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.)

George Rose, Esq. JohnM‘Leod, Esq. A. Van Riijk de Groot, Esq. J. 0.Lockhart Muir,Bay

—_— ——__

No. No. None to speak of. No.
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3 ( No. No. No. No,
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.

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st August 1834.

Children receive the same
treatment as when in a state
of slavery.

On most estates in this dis-
trict, the children under six
years of age receive a gra-
tuitous allowance of food and
medical attendance.

I believe on five estateste
free children are notfedfrm
the stores of the estates, 6
the other three, the chia
are so fed ; but there seem»
be a general impression on tt
part of the parents, titi
they take the allowances tt
were formerly given, t
children will be bound het
after to work upon the estas
On all they have medical#
tendance and nurses.
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15
.

.

On almost all the estates
there are schools amongst
the labourers themselves,
and on several, teachers are
engaged, besides those at the
places of public worship.

On two estates (names, &c.
given in original report. One
at the Mission House, New
Amsterdam, and at the chapel
at Lonsdale.

On six (names, &c. given
in the original report.)

None.
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16
,

f   Nil.

(signed) George Rose,
8. J. P.

The labourers on planta-
tion, ‘ Philadelphia,’ are now
performing their work to the
satisfaction of the manager.

(signed) John M‘Leod,
8.J.P. None.

(signed) 4. Van Rijk de Groot,
ee ke None.

(signed) J. O.Lockhartis 
(True extracts) J. W. D..H. Ridley, PrivateSecreta:
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(B.\—British Guiana.

A STATEMENT of the Quantity of Propuce made during the Years 1833, 1834
and 1835.
 

Sugar- -  - -
Rum, prof24 - -

Ditto - 23. - -
Ditto - 22 - =
Ditto - 21 - =
Ditto - 20 - -
Ditto - 19 - -
Ditto - 18 - -

Molasses - - =
Coffee - +
Cotton - = -

Value of plantations and
cattle, &c. sold -

1833. 1834. 1835.
 

 

99,106,827 Ibs.
1,767,546 galls.

694 —-

1,300
26,305

102,612
490,381
187,300

5,121,301
4,459,596 lbs.
954,857 —

J. 796,716. 19. 4.

To his Excellency the Lieut.-Governor,
&e. ke. Ke.

 

81,085,483 lbs.
1,903,775 galls,

1,972  —
27,717
45,520
86,621

442,443

123,582
3,288,586
3,035,556 Ibs,
926,944 —

f-531,757. 19.

(signed)

 

107,586,405 Ibs.
2,650,942 galls.

9,107 —
85,606
5,108

119,030
704,943
169,131

3,105,421
3,065,742 Ibs.
867,942 —

f:577,212. 19.

M. Viret,
Accountant Financial Department.

 

~— No. 264. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord,

Your Lordship will see by these documents the flourishing and prosperous state of

Camp House, Demerara, 23 April 1836.
I raxz the liberty of laying before your Lordship a Government notice which I

issued on the 21st instant, together with copies of the returns to which it alludes.

this colony. The immense augmentation of produce ought to convince the most
sceptical of the good conduct of the apprenticed labourers; and of their willing-
ness to labour when treated with kindness, and receiving some moderate remune-
ration for work performed in their own time. It is most gratifying to me to be
enabled to lay such documents before your Lordship.

The Right hon. the LordGlenelg,
&c. &e.

(A.—A Return of the

&e.
(signed)

 

GoveRNMENT Notice.

Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth has directed that the following documents
be published in the Royal Gazette for the information of all concerned :

I have, &c.
J. Carmichael Smyth.

quantity of Colonial Produce shipped from the ports of Georgetown and New Amsterdam during the first quarter of the present year, as compared with thecorresponding periods of the three last years of slavery, namely, 1831, 1832 and 1833.(B.}—A Return of Colonial Produce manufactured in Britisaccording to the returns given in,
’ccountant, and contrasted with th
_ 2 His Excellency is desirous of offering
terested in the welfare of British Guiana a

Guiana during the year 1835,
upon oath, from the respective estates to the financial
e returns for 1833 and 1834,

his sincere congratulations to every person
t the irrefragable proofs which the foregoing

documents afford of the continued prosperous, happy and flourishing state of this province.
ere have been already exported, during the first quarter of the present year, 18,789 hogs-

eads, 1,223 tierces, and 1,500 barrels of sugar, being 8,203 hogsheads and 300 tierces more

th
d

than passed through the Custom-house
ree last years of slavery. The additionuring the last quarter have also beeamount has been 450,562 pounds.

the financial accountant are even stil
staple article of produce manufactur

3. The Lieutenant-Governor requests of the special justices to take every opportunity of

during the same period, upon the average of the
al quantities of rum, molasses and of cotton exported
n very considerable. Of coffee alone, the additional

Satisfactory as the Custom-house returns are, those of
1 more so, showing an immense steady increase of the
ed during the year 1835.

explaining to the apprenticed labourers how much he is pleased and gratified at their goodconduct. His Excellency will not fail to layIn order t
166,—]]

before the Right honourable the Lord Glenelg,
hat the same may be submitted to the King, afull report of the manner inwhid

the
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the apprenticed labourers discharge their duties; of the anxiety they evince to obtain}
tion and information; and of the respect which they pey to the laws and to those tt

in authority over them. The Lieutenant-Governor feels Patel

By order of His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth,

Guiana Public Buildings, Georgetown,
Demerary, 21 April 1836.

Henry John Baird,

 

(A.)—Ports of Demerara and Berbice, British Guiana.

RETURN of Corontat Propucez shipped from the Ports of this Colony in the First Quarter of 1836 (viz., from
the 5th January to the 5th April), as compared with the Average Quantity of the corresponding Quarters of 183,
1832, 1833.

confident that the Apprentices
labourers will continue to conduct themselves in the same meretorious andpraiseworh
manner; and that, after the expiration of their apprenticeship (on the 1st August 1840) thy

will feel an honest pride in showing to the world that they are, in every respect worth }
being classed with the best of their free fellow-subjects of the British empire. , ve

Assist. Gov. Sey,

 

From tHe Port of GEORGETOWN:

Average quantity of produce exported
in the first quarters of the three years
preceding emancipation ~ - +

Quantity exported first quarter of 1836

From THe Port oF BERBIcE:

Averaze quantity of produce exported
in the first quarter of the three years
preceding emancipation - - =~

Quantity exported first quarter of 1836

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

His Excellency Major-Gen. Sir Jas. Carmichael Smyth,

SUGAR. RUM. MOLASSES, |COFFEE.| COTTI0Y,

Hhds.| Trs. Bris. | Pons. | Hhds. | Bris. | Hhds. Trs. Pounds, | Bales,

12,248] 688 | 1.979 |5,716 11,136| 301 {8,036 - 436,838) 8

14,742] 779 |1,099|5,510| 1,408| 358| 8,786 602,700) 718

Increase - - - -| 2,494/ 91 - - 272 57| 750 165,862; —

2,638; 200 | 160 11,069 | 152 5| 797 286,500] 934

4:347| 444 | 401 }1,579| 246] 17/1,308| - | 596,400] 3%

Increase - = - =| 1,769) 244| 241 510 94 12j §11 - 309,900| 40

Toran{Perrone = =| 4,203) 335 - 304| 366 6g| 1,261 - 450,562) =
ecrease - . - 39 - - - - - - -| 4           

Custom-House, Demerary, 14 April 1836.

Chas. Robinson, Collector
&e. &e &e. P, Staple, Comptroller,
  

(B.)—British Guiana.

A STATEMENT of the Quantity of Propuce made in the Years 1833, 1834, 1835.
a
 

 

1833. 1834. 1835.

Sugar - -| 99,106,827 Ibs. 81,085,483 Ibs. | 107,586,405 lbs
Rum, proof 24 = 1,767,546 galls. 1,903,775 galls. 2,650,942

Ditto - 23 -~ - 694 + 1,972 = 9,107 -
Ditto - 22 - - 1,300 = 27,717 85,606
Dito - 21 - - 26,305 — 45,520 = 5,108 -
Ditto - 20 - - 102,612 - 86,621 - 119,030 -
Ditto - 19 - 490,381 — 442,448 — 704,943 ~
Ditto - 18 - 137,300 — 123,582 — 169,131 -

Molasses - - = 6,121,301 - 8,288,586 — 8,105,421 -
Coffee - - - 4,459,596 Ibs. 3,035,556 Ibs. 3,065,742 lbs
Cotton - - - 954,857 - 926,944 — 867,942 - ©

Value of Plantains and
Cattlesold - -| f.796,716. 19. 4. | 7,531,757 19. 0. | f.577,212. 19   

. (signed) Mf. Viret,
To his Excellency Major-Gen. Sir Jas, Carml. Smyth, Financial Account

&e. &e. &e.
(A true Copy,)

Henry John Baird,
Assist. Gov. Se



ne

ce
lee

hy
yo

 
jf

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 177

— No. 265. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.
Sir, Downing-street, 21 June 1836.

I nave had the honour to receive and to lay before the King your despatch of
the 23d of April last, inclosing a government notice which you had issued on the
2ist of that month, showing, from comparative returns of colonial produce shipped
from and manufactured in British Guiana since the abolition of slavery, the flourish-
ing state of the colony.

I have received the King’s commands to express to you the high gratification
with which His Maiesty has received so conclusive a proof as is offered in the im-
portant document which you have transmitted, of the increasing prosperity of
British Guiana, and of the happy result which the colony exhibits of the great
measure of negro emancipation.

His Majesty has at the same time been pleased to direct that you should commu-
nicate to the apprenticed labourers His Majesty’s gracious approbation of their
meritorious conduct, and his confident expectation that they will justify the favour-
able anticipations which you have expressed of their future conduct.

I have, &c.
Lieut.-Gov. Sir James Carmichael Smyth, (signed) Glenelg.

&e. &e. &e.

 

— No. 266. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 6 May 1836.
Wirtu reference to the latter part of the despatch of the 11th March, which I

had the honour to address to your Lordship, and in which I state that “as a check
upon exorbitant and unfair appraisements, I had directed that henceforth a perio-
dical nominal return should be published, of all apprenticed labourers who may
have purchased their emancipation by appraisement, and that such return should
state the name, age, sex, whether predial or non-predial, amount of the appraise-
ment, names of the appraisers and of the approving judge,” I have now to lay
before your Lordship a printed return of the nature I have described for the first
quarter of the present year. Your Lordship will regret to see how very few labour-
ers have been able to purchase their emancipation, in consequence of the exorbi-
tant prices at which their services are invariably valued. I hope, however, that the
publicity thus given to these transactions will be productive of good.

I have, &c.
The Right hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

&e. &e. &c.

 

GovERNMENT Norice,

The Lieutenant-governor has directed that henceforth a quarterly nominal Return of all
apprenticed labourers who have purchased their emancipation by appraisement shall be
published in the Royal Gazette. The Return will state name, age, sex, whether predial or
rou predial, amount of the appraisement, names of the appraisers, and also of the approving
judge.

By Order of his Excellency,
Office of GovernmentSecretary, Henry John Baird,

29 April 1836. } Assist. Gov. Sec.
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en,

RETURN of Arpraisements for Demerara and Essequebo.

——____

Names of Appraisers.
Name of N Empl —.

. 2 ame of Employer, | 4, rai .
Apprenticed Labourer. Z . g 1 ee vie Name of

$| Registered Employment. 8 or Person @. Appraiser appointed A .

. 2 é receiving the Money, vw, Employer. Pproving Judp,

e c *| 3. Umpire appointed b:Male. Female, = é 2 ‘Approving Judge. 7

| Guild. _
January 1836: vem.

Pomelia -|45|o.p.servant - -{ 330| Michael Thompson| 1 Thomas Forrester| J.N. Harvey,
2. William Hedges.
8. George Fraser.

William - -| - - 34| p.a. tradesman - [1,200| - representatives of | 1. John Alstrom =~ Ditto,
plantation Good| 2. Dr. M‘Turk.
Hope. 3. F. Verbeke.

Mercy - - | 37| p.a. field - -| 950| - representatives of| 1. Thomas Forrester Ditto,
lantation Sophien-| 2. C. W. Leonard.
urg. 3. M. M‘Turk.

Judy - -{| 47| 0.p.domestic- -{ - |Mary Ann Orr ~{ opposed.

Signature of Special Justice, George Ross, §. J.P.

February 1836:

Coomba -| 44] n.p.huckster - -{| 700] Dr. Bell - -{ 1. John Alstrom =~| J.N. Harve,
2. James Burnet.
3 James Stewart,

Ceasar - -{ - = 49| p.a. field - 11,000| R. G. Butts -| 1. John Alstrom -{ Ditto.
2. F. Verbeke.
3. James Stewart.

Sooley- -| 47| p. a. washerwo-)-5 | 1,000| - representatives of| 1. John Alstrom =~|-J. W. Willis
man - -{(2 plantation Turkeyen.| 2. John Laurie.

Rebecca - {| 194] hiredout- -(2)} 800] - ditto. 8. F. Verbeke.
Peggy - -j 10| none - Sa 330| - ditto.
Esther - -| 49] p.a. field - «=| 550| - representatives of| 1. James Rowan ~| J. N.Harvey.

plantation Anna| 2. John Gibbs.
Catherina. 3. F. Verbeke.

Betty Dolly - | 52| n. p. domestic ~| - |A.B.Goring -|--opposed and ad-| Ditto.
journed.

Sally Ann ~| 89| wood cutting - -j| 700| - - estate of N. W. p John Alstrom -j{ Ditto.
Pollard. 2. C. Benjamin.

3. A. Macqueen.
William - -[ + + = | 16] p.a. little gang ~ , 880| - representatives of| 1. Thomas Campbell Ditto.

plantation Profit. 2. James Stewart.
. 3. F. Verbeke.

Peggy - -| 21}| p.a. about buildings [1,200| - representatives of| 1. J. Alstrom - =- Ditto.
plantation Doorn-| 2. James Stewart.
haag. 8. Thomas Campbell. D

. . {| toge-| - representatives of | 1. J. Alstrom - =- ito.
lous - ~ Daphne . 7 P. a. field . { ther plantation Malgre- | 2. James Stewart.

Pay 6 1,200| tout. 3. Thomas Campbell.
Madelain -{| 33] p.a.domestic - -| 880| - representatives of | 1. J. Alstrom - -| Ditto.

plantation Potosi. | 2. James Stewart.
3. C, Benjamin.

Jeanette -| 16| un. p. field - -| 4401] E.E. A.Haaseman| t. J. Rowan - - Ditto.
2. J. Gibbs.
3. C. Benjamin.

Signature of Special Justice, George Ross, §. J.P.

March 1836:

Juliet - = -| 46| p.a. sick nurse -| 660| - representatives of| 1. Dr. King,at request| J. N. Hareey.
plantation Maria’s of applicant.

ge. 2. Alexander Grant.
3. Thomas Blake. ;

Present -porfd- - - - 700 | Esther M‘Pherson | 1. John Lane, at re- Ditto.
quest ofapplicant.

2. Wm. M‘Pherson.
3. J. C. Shade. .

Johannes -[- + 9| p.a. no employment| 800| - representatives of| 1. Jan Koert - -j| Ditto.
plantation Thomas.| 2. W. Murdoch.

3. M. Steele. .
Joanna -| 40] p.a.hired out - +{ 880| -representatives of| 1. John Alstrom  -1 Ditto.

plantation Goede| 2. James Stewart.
Fortuin. 3. W. E. Pierce. .

Henry Cato -| -  - 23| p. a. carpenter -|2,200| -- James Johnston| 1. Dr. King, by Cap- Dito.
ofplantation Provi- tain Coleman.
dence, 2. Thomas Smith.

3. Jan Koert.       
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Names of Appraisers.

Name o a | Name of Employer, 1. A raisera inted

A renticed Labourer. . we 3 . bes cial Pties : Name ofPP 5 Registered Employment.} 5 3 or Person 2. Appraiser eppointe d .

— . 32 receiving the Mone by Employer. Approving Judge.Female. s ge g 3:| 3. Umpire appointed by
Male. < << Approving Judge.

Guild.

March 1886-—continued. vem.
- - | 33| p.a. carpenter ~ [2,200| -- James Johnston| 1. Dr. King, by Ca J. N. Harvey.

Thomas Walker P P ofplantation Provi- tain Colemen, Pr wey
dence. 2. Thomas Smith.

eld ' 8. JanKoert.
Sophia- -| 21 | p.a. fie! - {| 440] -- proprietors of | 1. Dr. Ki - - Ditto.

P P jaktagon Velser-| 2.Thonn’Smith.
oofd. 3. M.'Steele.

Antoinette -| 47| p.a. washerwoman -{ 600| - representatives of| 1. W. Deeges, by re- Ditto.

plantation Mokha. quest ofapplicant.
2. F. Verbeke.
3. P. Rose.

Peter Thomton | - - - | 19] p.a. tradesman -| 900| - representatives of { 1. John Alstrom = - Ditto.
plantation Good| 2. James Stewart.
Hope. 3. John Lane.

Charamantje -| 44 | p. a. field - =| 1,200| - representatives of| 1. Jan Koert, by de- Ditto.
plantation La Peni- sire of applicant.
tence. 2. P. Rose.

8. John Coates.
Boston - -] - + + [41] p.a.jobber -  - {1,500| - representatives of| 1. JohnCoates,byde-| Ditto.

plantations Ann’s sire ofapplicant.
Groveand Triumph.| 2. James Stewart.

3. W. E. Pierce.
Matilda - | 20| p.a.domestic - -| 950| -representatives of |1. A.Grant - = - Ditto.

plantation Haarlem.{ 2, P. Rose.
3. James Burnett.

Polydore >| - = = | 36] n. p. carpenter - {1,600| - - John Cliff, of | 1. John Alstrom = - Ditto.
Greenock, in Esse-| 2. Mathew Steele.
quebo. 3. George Fraser. .

Amimba -| 42| p.a. jobber - -{| not| - representatives of | 1. M. Steele, by de-| ~-Amimba’s appli-
given| plantation Sparta. sire ofapplicant. | cation stands over
in, 2. P. Rose. in consequence of

38. John Coates. hernot having been
able yet to come to
town.

Henrica - 119| p.a.domestic - =- {1,100] -representatives of | 1. M. Steele, by de-|J. N. Harvey.
plantation Sparta. sire of applicant.

2. P. Rose.
3. John Coates.

Georgetown, 15 April 1836, George Ross, 8. J. P.

RETURN of ApprarsemEnts for the District of Berbice.

Date of Registered Name of Amount Name of Name of
, ofA :

en. Name. Age. Sex. peablegment the Employer. prio the Appraisers. the approving
ment.

1836: S

46Febroary| Isabella - 26 female -| domestic | Rose Stewart - -| 600 | private sale.
3 March “| Carel -| 381 male -| carpenter | P. Dettering - +) 800 {+ ditto.
2 = Sarah - 45 female -| field -| Estate D’Hankar 69| -- purchased for her

198 . own benefit at Vendue.
a Milton = - 52 male -| field - >

Delia - 22 female -| field wig :Nanny Quin} 42 | female -| domestic [$8'/,$Wm. Forsyth | 2,565| -- David Melvilleand| Sam.Firebrace,
Patrick -| 15 |male -| field ~-{/ 2° Donald Ross. Acting First
Celia - 64 female -{| nurse -U° © Puisne Judge.

t ~ | Anna Maria| “i1' 7'| female -| domesti
iliam +] 8 11 male ° - ditte \Mary Elliott ~ -~{ 440] private sale.

* Onefamily,

166—I1

John M‘Cleod, Special Magistrate, K. District,
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— No. 267. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg,

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 11 May 1836.
I HAVE not been inattentive to the important subjects to which your circular of

the 25th November 1835 relates. Ihave, however, deferred making any com-
munication to your Lordship until I had en opportunity of personally conferring
with the Bishop of the diocese, and of ascertaining to what extent his Lordship
would be able to assist, from the funds placed at his disposal by religious societies;
and in what manner that aid would be afforded. The Bishop left this colony a few
days ago, and I am enabled to report to your Lordship as follows :

In the district of Demerara and of Essequibo there are seven parishes under the
charge of rectors of the Church of England, and in the district of Berbice there will
hereafter certainly be not less than three. In his charge to the rectors, the bishop
promises and undertakes to pay five-sixths of the expense of such schools as may
be established under their charge and control in their respective parishes, provided
the parishioners will pay the remaining sixth. There can be no doubt but that a
considerable number of good and well-regulated schools will speedily be established
by the rectors in question, under the patronage aodinfluence of the bishop, Of
the money required to pay the remaining sixth of the expense, accordingto the
plan of the bishop, I will hereafter explain my. views. In the meantime I will only
observe to your Lordship that the pecuniary assistance thus proffered by the Bishop
towards those parishes which are or may be hereafter under the charge of the
Church of England, very considerably diminishes the demands which would other-
wise be made upon the pecuniary grant placed by Parliament at the disposal of
your Lordship.

There are in Demerara and in Essequibo six parishes under the spiritual care of
the ministers of the Church of Scotland; and three additional parishes in the dis-
trict of Berbice may fairly be calculated upon. It would thus appear that in nine
parishes of this province, attached to the Presbyterian form of worship, pecuniary
aid will be required to put the inhabitants of those parishes upon the same footing,
with respect to schools, as the inhabivants of the 10 parishes under the spiritual
charge of the Church of England have lately been placed by their bishop. I sin-
cerely hope that the application to the General Assembly, alluded to by your Lord-
ship in your despatch of the 24th March 1836, will be productive of good effect;
and will enable the ministers of the Church of Scotland to make themselves as
useful in their several parishes, in superintending the education of the rising gene-
ration, as they are desirous to be,

I have great pleasure in being able to state to your Lordship that the combined
court, during its late session, met every proposition relative to additional churches,
chapels and schools, with a most liberal spirit. Independent of several specific
votes, they have granted 30,000 guilders, rather more than 2,000/., in aid of the
schools in Demerara and Essequibo; and 10,000 guilders towards those in the
district of Berbice. This money will give to each parish about 164/. ;. and if aided
by donations and subscriptions from the inhabitants of the several. parishes, will
enable the respective ministers to establish at any rate one additional school. In

the English parishes, as. the bishop is able to afford such material assistance from
the funds placed at his disposal, the progress will, of course, be more rapid.

In the foregoing remarks I have confined my observations solely to the additional
schools which will be under the control of the rector, or minister of the parish (as
the case may be). The various religious societies, as enumerated in the margin of

your Lordship’s circular of the 25th of November 1835, will make theirapplica-

tions and representations to your Lordship in the mode pointed out in Sir George
Grey’s letter of the 21st July 1835, to the secretary of the Treasury. I beg, how-
ever, to trespass upon your Lordship’s time with a few observations with respect
to the establishment of a normal school in this colony. It was my intention to have
applied the building formerly occupied as a dwelling-house by the chief justice

(but to which accommodation the new chief justice, under the Earl of Ripons

despatch of the 3d June 1831, will not be entitled,) to the purpose of a normal

school ; and I had proceeded to digest the necessary arrangements, and to calculate

the probable expense of educating and preparing 20 young men as catechists. The
plan
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plan will, however, decidedly not answer in this colony. As the most perfect tole-
ration prevails in BritishGuiana, it might, at first sight, have been imagined that,
in this province, more readily than in any other part of His Majesty’s dominions,
a normal school, upon liberal and comprehensive principles, might have been esta-
blished. Neither, however, the Church of England, nor the Kirk of Scotland, nor
the Wesleyan Missionaries, nor the London Missionary Society, nor the Roman
Catholics, are disposed to send any young men to the proposed normal school, nor
to receive their catechists from thence. I have not yet a single candidate for ad-
mission, although I have given publicity to the plan, and endeavoured to recom-
mend it. Each persuasion wishes to educate their own catechists.

I have, &c.
The Right hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) J. Catmichael Smyth.

&c. &c. &c.

 

— No. 268, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 July 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge your despatch of the 11th of May last, con-

ining your answer to my circular despatch of 25th November 1835, on the sub-
ect of negro education.

I have received with peculiar gratification your report of the efforts which have
yveen made by various churches and Christian societies in British Guiana, for dif-
using amongst the youth of the colony the blessings of education and Christian
‘nowledge, and I cannot but convey to the Court of Policy the expression of my
ordial satisfaction at learning the very liberal grant which they have made for the
ame important purpose.
I have felt it my duty to convey the substance of your despatch to HisMajesty,

‘ho has been graciously pleased to command me to signify, through you, to the
sourt of Policy, His Majesty’s approbation of the efforts which they have wisely
rade for the benefit of the rising generation, from which His Majesty anticipates
esults most beneficial to that part of his dominions.

I have, &c.
Lieut.-gov. Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, (signed)  Ghenelg.

&e. &e. &e.

 

— No. 269. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to LordGlenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 15 May 1836.
I nave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly

eports from the 15 stipendiary special justices in British Guiana, for the month of
ipril. Your Lordship will observe with pleasure, that there have been only 19
unishments with the cat in this province during the month of April, and that most
f these punishments were for assaults upon one another, oF for petty thefts.

have, &c.
The Right hon. the LordGlenelg, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

&e. &e. &e.

166,—IL, Eritomse
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Enclosure in No. 269. - - - - - - eo.

EPITOME of the Monruiy Reporrs from the Firteen Srirenpiary Speci,

DISTRICT (A)
DISTRICT (B,)

QUESTIONS. Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Wesrern Division.

Charles H. Strutt, Esq.
A. M. Lyons, Esq,

 

 

  

1. Are the labourers in your Yes, in general, I have They are. Yes. I visited 15 estate,
district civil, contented and| inspected 18 estates andthe &e, (names given inorigina

cheerful ? hospitals thereon, (names report), during the month,
given in original report),
during the month.

2. Have they performed Very generally. They have. Yes.
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will?

3. Has the work on any| Onplantation‘CaneGrove,| The work hasnotbeenun-| None.
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into the
causes which may have led to
such conduct.

John M‘Kay, manager, the
apprenticed Jabourers per-
formed their work unwilling-
ly for the first week in the
month.

willingly performed on any
estate in my district during
the month,

 

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict ? or do the labourers pre-
fer working 7 4 hours per day,
as fixed by law?

Voluntary task-work is in
general performed. The ap-
prenticed labourers however
sometimes prefer labouring
for 7 4 hours.

Voluntary task-work is
most generally in use in my
district, the managers and
apprenticed labourers taking
the tariff as a guide,

Task-work is generally t
sorted to.

 

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use
in your district? Are there
any estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelled to lay by for two or
three hours in the middle of
the day, and then to complete
their 74 hours in the after-
noon, (by which division of
theie labour they have little or
no time to.themselves); if yes,
have the goodness to name
the estates, proprietors or at-
tornies, and the managers.  The working hours in use,

(when task-work is not resort-
ed to), are from seven to half.
past two o'clock. On plan-
tation ‘ Parkfront,’ the 45
hours labour per week are
distributed through five days
at nine hours per day.   The nominal hours in use

in my district are from 7 to
11 and from 1 to half-past4;
but on all the estates, with
the exception of the cotton
plantations ‘Anne’s Grove’
and ‘ Paradise,’ the labourers
are allowed to leave the field
when they have performed a
reasonable quantity of work,
and I have known many to
have finished by 10 or 11
o'clock,

 
Labour commences #

seven o'clock, and goe

till the work is finished.

no estate are the labourt

compelled to lay by ™ ei

middle of the day.  
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JnentcEs in British Guiana, for the Month of April1836.

DISTRICT (C)
 
 

Town.

George Ross, Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, R,N.

Uprer River.

Captain Coleman.

 

They are. Yes. I have this month
visited eight estates, (names
given in original report), and
the labourers appear gene-
rally contented, with some
few exceptions.

Yes, generaity. Visited
16 estates and the hospitals
thereon, (names given in ori-
ginal report, during the
month,

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain ddlen,

 

 
  

Yes, with few exceptions.
{ visited the hospitals of nine
estates (names given), and 12
other plantations (names also
given in original report), on
none were any complaints
preferred by the labourers,
plantation <‘ Moirtgedacht’
excepted; and on all the
others, with some exceptions
as to ‘Schoonord’ and ‘ La
Perfaite Harmonie,’ they
seemed contented and happy.

 

They have performed their
work with as much good will
as could reasonably be ex-
pected.

Yes, generally. Yes, except partially on
some estates.

Yes, very generally so.

 

The work has been readily
performed, with the excep-
tion of a slight temporary
misunderstanding among some
of the apprenticed labourers
attached to ‘ Belleair.’  

Generally. No.

 

Yes. Plantation ‘ Peters-
hall,’ Messrs. Smith & Taylor,
attornies ; William Barry,
manager. Plantation ‘Friend-
ship,’ Messrs. Rievers and
Koolhas, attornies; Robert
Mackenzie, manager. Plan-
tation ‘Farm, Messrs.
Rievers and Koolhas, attor-
nies; John Mackenzie, ma-
nager. ‘Garden of Eden,’
Messrs. Manget and Luthers,
attornies; E. J. Oudkirk,
manager.

The work has not been very
readily performed by part of
the women gang on planta-
tion ‘ Schoonord,’ N. M. Man-
get, proprietor; J. Ross,
manager; and by part of
both gangs on plantation ‘La
Parfaite Harmonie,’ F. D. St.
Felix, proprietor; G. Parke,
manager.

   

Task-work is resorted to on |
the estates in this division ;
the town mechanics work the |
legal time,

Se

On the estates attached to
this division the labourers
usually begin about seven or
rather later, and lay by whentheir task is finished,  

They work the 74 hours
per day, as fixed by law.

The labourers generally
prefer working the 7 $ hours
per day, as fixed by law.

Task-work is usually re-
serted to.

 

 166,11.

From 7 a.m. until half-past
2P.mM.; but there are many
exceptions to this by the fe-
males, who come later into
the field, and who of course
work later.  From 7 a.m. to half-past

2p.m. There are no estates
in this part of the district to
which the latter part of this
question applies.  From 7 to 11, and from 12

to half-past 3, or from 7 to
11, and from 1 to half-past 4.
There are no estates where
the labourers are compelled
to lay by two hours in the
middle of the day.  
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DISTRICT (£.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball,’ Esq.

™~

DISTRICT (1)

J. W,Brittain,Eeq.

 -

 
 

  

 

During the month I have Perfectly so. During the They are perfectly civil, They are,
visited the hospitals on six|month I have visited the hos-|and seem contented and
estates, (names given ia ori-| pitals on 22 estates on Le-| cheerful. I have visited 18
ginal report). The appren-| guan, 3 estates on Hog Island,} estates (names given in origi-

=| ticed labourers appeared well| and 19 estates on Wakenaam,| nal report), and inspected
2| found in medical advice, &c.,| in all 44 estates, being the | the hospitals thereon; the
‘S| and contented and civil, whole of the estates in the| sick appear well taken care
8 district. off, but although somewhat

ce, more attention to cleanliness
= than formerly is apparent,
s yet there is still much room
8 for improvement in this re-
q spect,

ya , = . ss aera

“i Remarkably well through- Yes. They have very generally. Very generally they have.
§| out the district, with the ex- :
@} ception of plantation ‘ Met
£ en Meerzog.’

2
x

4
Plantation ‘ Met en Meer- No. The work has not been I have had no intimationof

zog,’ Messrs. Fullerton and unwillingly performed on any | any such disposition having
M‘Donald, proprietors; Mr. estate in this district. prevailed on any estateinthe

>| Hugh Ross, manager. district.
=
2

3
=

oy
&
£
a
8
2
“

>
— cemerensraira

+ .Generally throughout the Task-work is general, and| ‘T'ask-work is generally re- The scaleof work published

.5| district. preferred by the labourers. | sorted to and preferred. is generally adopted throug

3 out this district. :

3]2
§
8
X
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_ The bell rings on most

estates in this district at
seven, and the labourers can
return the moment their task
is finished,  Upon no estate are the la-

bourers compelled to lay by.
They work as they like; the
hours are from about 6 to 12,
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, according to
circumstances and the bar-
gain made.

The labourers generally go
to work at half-past 6 or 7, and
finish at their option. There
is no estate in this district in
which they are compelled to
lay by in the middle of the
day. ad

No such vexatious division

of the hour ofJabour is knom

here.   
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DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

Aban Rijck de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

Generally they are. I have

yisited every estate in the

district, some two and more

times during the month, and

most of the hospitals.

 

Generally. During the month I have’
visited three estates (names
given) ; I found the labourers
civil and tolerably contented.

T believe so, but have only
been able to visit two estates
this month.

  

‘With some exceptions they -
have.

Generally.  In general they are. I have reason to helieve
they have.

  

No, except by a few; and
Ihave had to reprimand the’
men gang on plantation ‘ Bal-
thayock’ for negligence,
which has had a good effect,
Ihave also repeatedly repri-
manded and admonished the
women on that estate, but
without producing more dili--
gence on some of them.

No such complaint has
been preferred.

Generally it has in the best
gangs; there are indifferent
subjects or idlers, as may be
seen from the judicial record
of proceedings submitted to
his Excellency for the month,
such of course excepted.

 Not that I am aware of.

 

  
Yes, generally, and pre-

ferred by the labourers, P

 

It is, On no estate do the
labourers prefer working the
7 4 hours, as fixed by law.

The task-work is most ge-
nerally performed by the
labourers; they work it dili-
gently in general, and in
doing so are early at home ;
some at one, some at two

o’clock, as the work speeds.

Task-work is generally per-
formed.

 

From 7 a.m. until their
tasks are finished, and op-
tional whether they rest ornot during the time; the tasks
are often done by 12 o'clock.

166.—IT,

From 7 a.m. until the day’s
labour is finished,  

As the labourer generally
prefers task-work, they finish
it as it suits them best, and
are not controlled therein,
The bell rings or shell blows
at 11, at 1, and at half-past 4
o’clock to mark time.  Work is generally com-

menced about seven in the
morning. The labourers leave
the ell when their task is
finished.
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QUESTIONS.

DISTRICT (A.)
i

 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.

Westrrn Division.

Charles H. Strutt, Esq.

DISTRICT (B)

A. M. Lyons, Esq.

 

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made; andifextra
work is not performed for
wages, state ifreasonable wages
have been offered, with weekly
payment. If reasonable wages
and prompt payment have been
offered and rejected, state to
what cause you attribute the
refusal on the part of the la-
bourers.

In the manufactureofsugar,
earning from six bits to two
guilders per week—payments
“are made on demand. Extra
field labour has not during
the month been performed to
any extent, which I attribute
to the unfavourable state of
the weather.

On all the estates in my
district the people employed
in the boiling-houses and
about the buildings work for
hire, and earn from two to
three guilders per week each,
On plantation ‘ Beehive’ and
* Greenfield’ they occasion-
ally work in the field, also for
hire, where they frequently
earn half a guilder per day.
The payments are. usually
made every month,

The labourers perfor |
labour for hire rhthe: ile
and also in thebuildings;Pi
stivers for a punt of cang:
10 guilders per acreweeding
a plantain walk; 10 stivey
each employed in thepunts
& schooners going to George.
town; two stivers per hou
in the boiling-houses; pay.
ments monthiy and weekly,

 

 

7. Have there been any in-
stances of insubordination, or
any attempt to reaist authority
by force in your district? If
there have been any, name the
estates on which such occur-
rences have taken place.

None. There have been none. None.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been mani-
fested by any of the labourers
to neglect their work, or to
behave rudely to those in au-
thority over them, has such
misconduct been so general as
to induce you to attribute it
to any combination or con-
spiracy? or, is it only with re-
spect to a few idle and disor-
derly apprentices that youhave
had complaints made?
 

9. Has theattendance of the
predial labourers at church,
and of their children at school,
been regular and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district?

The disposition of the ap-
prenticed Jabuurers of plan-
tation ‘Cane Grove,’ in the
beginning of the month, to
neglect work was so general
thatI attributed it to com-
bination.

 The complaints made ge
nerally have been in cons
quence of not returningin|
mediately to their work afte
the holydays, but thesear
few.

 

 

10. Have you, individually
as a magistrate, and has the
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of or-
dering punishment by whipping
during the preceding month?
and, if answered in the affir-
mative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case.

Yes, in both respects. It has.
|

The attendance of the
bourers at church, and thet 

children at school, has been very good. About 500
bourers were confirmed by the bishop of the diocese, al

 

 

11. Has any manager, over-
seer or other person in autho-
rity over the pradial labourers
been fined or otherwise pu-
nished by the court over which
you preside during the pre-
ceding month for misconduct
towards any labourer or Ja-
bourers? Have there been

- any instances of the labourers
having been detained at. work
beyond the legal hours? and,’
in such case, has the shilling
sterling per hour for each in-
dividual labourer been levied?

 
   

Iam happy to say the proprietors allowed all to attend
who wished, whether to be confirmed or not.

One, 20 stripes. None. None.

None. None. None.  
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DISTRICT (CG)
 

Town.

George Ross,Esq.

River.

Captain Delafons, Esq.

Urrer River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain Allen.

 

 

On the estates in this divi-

sion extra work for hire is

performed about the build-

ings, at the rate of 1$ to 3

bits per day during the grind-

ing, payment prompt; and

on plantation * Sophia’ coffee

is picked for hire during the

crop time.

No. Yes; it is generally per-
formed about thebuildings,
at the rate of from one to two
bits per day, prompt pay-
ment; it is rarely performed
in the field.

 

The account respecting
extra work, wages, names of
estates, &c., has not varied
in any particular since the
report of last month, when
the whole was fully stated.

 

There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force.

None. There have been some few
instances of individual insu-
bordination, but no attempt
to resist authority by force.

 

There has been no insu-
bordination or conspiracy.

Where such occurrences
have taken place, to be attri-
buted solely to the idle and
disorderly.

There have been many
complaints against idle ap-
prentices, but I do not feel
myself warranted in attribut-
ing it to combination or con-
Spiracy.

There was an instance of
gross insolence on the part
of an apprenticed labourer
to his overseer. There has
been no attempt to resist au-
thority by force.

The case above alluded to
regarded a disorderly ap-
prentice only. The indolence
on * Schoonard’ and ¢ La-
parfaite Harmonie’ was par-
tial, and wore no appearance
of combination or conspiracy.

 

 

      
AA4

The places of worship and Yes. Yes, It has not varied since last
schools are well attended, month, and was equal to the
and the accommodation quite local accommodation.
sufficient.

None. Four: two, 24 stripes each; | None. One, 15 stripes.
two, 15 stripes each.

None, None. No. None.
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DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT (C.)

George Ball, Esq.

—

DISTRICT (H)

J. W. Brittain, Bag

 
7

Upon every estate the la-
.| bourers work extra work for

hire; upon some estates the
whole. gang are paid; on
others, only the cane cutters
and people about the build-
ings. The wages are from
one bit to two and three guil-
ders per week.

Extra labour for hire in a
greater or less degree is ge-
neral, but is more universal
in the boiling-bouse than in
the field, particularly as re-
gards the female labourers,
who on several estates evince
much reluctance to field work
for hire. Payments,are usually
made monthly.

een,

Extra labour is ver
ral Mroughout this district.
nor do I hear any complainy
ofwant ofpunctuality in pay
ments.

gene.
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‘About the buildings; they
are paid weekly, in silver, at
the rate of about two stivers

«6| per hour.
=

3

s
Se

2

:
=

ss

mf None of any consequence,
¢| and that alone confined to
&| plantation ‘ Met enMeerzog.’

2
3

s
..

It is generally the same
idle apprentices against whom
complaints are made.

No such instances have oc-
curred.

Nothing of the kind ha
occurred in the district du.
ing the month,

 

It is only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly that
complaints have been made.

4

Solely with respect to the
latter.

Nothing of the kind.
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for.an assault on an appren-
ticed labourer. He pleaded
“ not guilty” in the first in-
stance, but retracted that plea
and admitted his guilt.  

a Yes. The churches are always As regular as usual, and, I The attendance of the a

g crowded: there is a most la-| think, under local circum-| prenticed labourers atchurch,

g mentable want of both churches and schools. stances, to the full extent of| and oftheir children atschodl,

° . the accommodation; but the| continues to be to the fil
* greatdistance of the church from some parts of the dis- | extent of the opportunities

2 trict is a considerable obstacle to a full attendance, espe-| afforded to them.
S| cially in bad weather. __

/

é None. Four, 39 stripes each, Three: one, 30 stripes; One, 10 stripes.

= two, 15 stripes each.
3

3
Cy

2

5
82.
s

L
.

f ‘

Mr. G. M‘Clintock, over- | No. No instance of either has| No employer was convict!

seer on plantation ‘ Vreesen occurred. or charged before me during

Hoop,’ was fined four dollars the month. No labour

  work for the 7 4 hours.  
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DISTRICT ¢I.) DISTRICT (K.) DISTRICT (L.) DISTRICT (M.).

George Rose, Esq. John Macleod, Esq. A. Van Riijk de Groot, Esq. | J. O. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

There is more encourage- On all sugar estates the The labourers are either | At plantations ‘ Port Mou-
ment given to the labourers| persons about the buildings. | hired on the estate to which| rant’ and ‘ Hampshire,’ they
toperform extra labour by they are attached, or to other| perform extra work in cutting
several lately, and when it is, estates, for reasonable wages| canes for hire. On all sugar
I think they evince great and prompt payment. estates those employed in the

willingness to resort to it. boiling-house are paid.

On the ‘ Foulis,’ its cultiva-

tion is being extended by

extra Iabour; wages vary ;
paid weekly or when required.

No. Not. No. No.

Only with respect to a few Not. No, Ido not think so; it No.
idle and disorderly, except exists amongst the idle and
the gang at Bathayock, where disorderly, and such after a
a combination certainly ex- fair trial, if convicted, meet
isted not to perform a suffi- their desert within the pale
cient quantity of work during of the ordinance.
the last month.

Yes; and the apprenticed It has. I have heard nothing to Almost all roads, houses and
labourers in their own time, the contrary; there is now a| churches, have been under
inthe neighbourhood, have erectedalarge temporary build- | Roman chapel fitting up in| water during the month in .
ing on plantation * Waterloo’ for a chapel, which was opened | the neighbourhood besides,| this district.
asa place of public worship early the last month, when a| The Rev. J. Miram has come
very large congregation of respectably dressed and attentive | lately to reside at Fern chapel.
labourers and many other inhabitants assembled.

None. | Two: one, 30 stripes; one, None. Three: two, 25 stripes each;
1§ stripes. one, 15 stripes.

es, dons

No, No. A proprietor has been finedNo. prop’
for striking an unattached
redial labourer. The case is
ully reported in the record of
complaints.
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QUESTIONS.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

DISTRICT (A)

 

Eastern DIvision

K. Heyland, Esq.

WeEsTERN DiVISION.

Charles Heury Strutt, Esq.

a,

DISTRICT (B)

4A. M. Lyons,Esq.

 

12, Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed Jabourers, respect.
ing their clothing, food, treat-
ment, or upon any subject?
In the event of any complaints
having been madeto you, have
you carefully investigated into
the matters, and caused jus-
tice to be rendered to the par-
ties, as far as it was in your
power? State the oumber
and the nature of the com-
plaints which may have been
preferred to you in general
terms.

Four complaints from ap-
prenticed labourers have been
preferred during the past
month for mal-treatment, by
those in authority over them.
I carefully investigated them,
and rendered justice as far
as it was in my power.

I have had two or three
minor complaints, to which
I gave my best attention as
they came before me ; neither
of them were, however, of
sufficient importance to re-
quire particular mention here.

A few complaints amongy
the labourers, arising chief
out of traffic amongst then.
selves, and which Tmanage
to settle without a great dey
of trouble.

  

13. Have any of the free
children, upon any of the
estates in your district, been
bound apprentices during the
last month? If yes, name
the estates upon which such
occurrences have taken piace,
und state if the transactions
were with the free consent
and approbationofthe parents
of the children.

None. There have been none. None.

 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of the
estates gratuitously, and is an
additional quantity of salt fish
and plantains issued for them?
or are they fed out of the al-
lowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at
work in the field, is a woman
specially appointed to take
care of their young children,
and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children, when
unwell, allowed the advantage
of the medical assistance and
hospital treatmentofthe estate
in the same manner as when
they were ina state of slavery?

The children receive the
same treatment with respect
to food, medical assistance,
&c. &e., as when in a state
of slavery, with the excep-
tion of a few of those on
plantation ‘Broom Hall,’ who
are hot fed in consequence,
as the attorney states, of the
misbehaviour of their mo-
thers.

The free children in my
district are fed and taken
care of gratuitously, and
have medical attendance in
the hour of sickness.

In the same manner s
when in a state of slavery.

|
 

15. On how many estates,
in your district, are schools
established? Name the estates,
proprietors, and managers of
estates having schools.

None. There are two established
in the district ; viz. on planta-
tions ‘ Enmore’ and ‘ Green-
field.’ The former estate be-
longs to Mr. Porter, and the
latter to Mr. Glen.

There has been no it

crease or diminution sit

last report.

een
 

16. Are there any remarks
or observations which you may
wish to convey to the lieute-
nant-governor, connected with
the peace, tranquillity and hap-
piness of the district under
your superintendence? Ifyes,
state the same.

I have to observe, that
from the bad state of the
roads, which have been ren-
dered impassable by the late
rains, I was not able to visit
the estates more than once
during the month.

(signed) K. Heyland,
8. J.  None. I am happy to add,

however, that my district is
in a very quiet and satisfac-
tory condition.

(signed) C. H. Strutt,
S.J. P. I consider the distid

tranquil and quiet, and eve

thing going on well.  
ater . . 0n5,(signed) 4 M Lym
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DISTRICT (C.)

IL.
DISTRICT (D.)Town. River. Urrcr River.

George Ross, Esq. Captain Delafons, R. N. Captain Coleman. Captain Allen,

Four charges have been Bob, an apprenticed la- None, but what have been Twenty-six complaints have
referred by apprenticed la-| bourer attached ‘to a task- . already reported upon. been preferred during the

purers against their em- gang, lodged a compiaint | month. ‘hey have all been
loyers for assault or beat- against the managerfor con- | inquired into and redressed,

ing, One case has been com- fining him all night in the where well founded, to the
sromised; in one case the| hospital; and after a most ; utmost of my power, for the
Inployer has been fined;| full and careful investigation I benefit of complainants.

and the other two have been| into it, it was dismissed as
dismissed for. want of evi-| frivolous and vexatious, the |
dence. complainant having failed to

prove his charge, but substan-
tiated charges against himself.

:
|

None. None. No. None.

On all the estates in this In the same manner as With the exception of The free children are usu-
division of the district the| while in a state of slavery. plantation ‘ Prosperity’ and| ally fed by a little salt fish

; free children have an extra * Little Diamond,’ the chil- | and plantains, issued to the
allowance of food, as well as dren have an extra allow-| mothers, or, when young,
nutses and medical attend- ance of provisions. They are| barley, rice, sugar, &c., is
ance, all allowed nurses and medi-| given in lieu. . When their

cal attendance. mothers are at work, a per-

son is appointed to take
charge of them, who is ex-
empted from other duty,
when their number is con-
siderable. They are reported
to receive the same medical
treatment and assistance as
when ina state of slavery.

-At plantations < Kitty’ | * Rome’ and ‘ Houstoun’and| Three; viz. ‘ Peter's Hall, _ Schools are established orand‘Belair,’ missionary cha- | © Ruimveldt.’ ‘Perseverance,’ and the| instruction given on 13
pels are established; and a * Craig.’ estates; names, &c., given :Church of England catechist now visits plantation in original report.; homas’ and « Kitty,’ to instruct the children.

— None. No. Nil.

(Signed) Georse R : igned) Th i5 : 5s. Coleman (signed) J. A. Allen8 SP. (signed) Thos. Detefor, (signed) Thu aan g S.J'P.  
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April 1836.)

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartiet,Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Kellock, Esq.

DISTRICT «(G.)

George Ball, Esq.

=

DISTRICT (H,)

J. W. Brittain,Esq,

  

None.

A
n
s
w
e
r
s
to

Qu
es

ti
on

12
.

A complaint was miade
against a manager for not al-
lowing an apprenticed la-
bourer water to drink when
in hospital, which, after a
very careful investigation,
and the examination of 10
witnesses, proved wholly un-
founded and malicious.

| George-town, Their casey

a|

No complaints of this Nas
ture. Some female appren.
ticed labourers in Pomeron,
complain of having been sey
there to work in the bus
who assert that they hed gl
ways been domestics jy

under investigation,

 

None.

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

13
.

 
No. None. None.

 

Tam happy to state to your
Excellency, that since my
last report, Mr. Manget, as
attorney for plantation * An-
na Catherina,’ has directed
the food, doctors and cloth-
ing to be allowed to the un-
apprenticed children. The
only estates now which do
not allow foud are the ‘ Best,’
*Tuchen de Vrienden,’ and
‘ Vrusen Hoop’ Medical
aid is granted throughout
the district.An

sw
er
s

io
Qu
es
ti
on

14
.

 

Upon all the estates in this
district the children are treat-
ed as formerly.

In the same manner as
when in a state of slavery.

I find some difficulty in ae-
quiring correct informatin
on this head. If the que
tion be put directly, it often
gives offence, and the rep}
is, “ 1 am not bound to d
80; I am, therefore, not ob
liged to answer that quer
tion.” No apprenticed x
bourer complains on thi
head, being aware that they
bave no legal claim, Fro
late information 1 am ledt
believe, that on seve
estates the only gratuity af
forded to these free childre
ig a nurse when the motlet
is in the field, and the we
of the hospital when they a
sick.
 

On six estates; names, &c.,
given in original report.

An
s,

to
Qu
es
.

15
.  There is a school on

* Meerzog,’ Wakenliaam, E.
Bishop, q. q., and one be-  On eight ; names, &c., given

in original report.

tween ‘ Waterloo’ and ‘ Maryville, Leguan; J. Noble, proprietor. There is
a school taught by the catechist at Leguan. A school-house has just been erected
at Wakenhaam, and another about to be erected.

Only as yet upon one estat

plantation ¢ Anna Regi

but I hear it proposed

erect them on other estat

eens]
 

Nil.

An
sw
er
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

16
,

(signed) Spry Bartlet,
S.J. P 

 There are numbers of hux-
tering people who come from

town, and go all about, without any one knowing who they
are. These people encourage petty thefts on estates, by
taking payment in fowls, sugar, plantains, &c. &c., which
they send up to town and sell. Jt would be desirable that
no one should go about huxtering who had not a licence.
The licence ought to be given only to the person who goes
about, as one person often has half a dozen people huxtering.

(signed) G Kellock,
S.J P.  

The apprenticed labourers
continue to behave well, and
to work assiduously.

women in Pomeroon assert that they are won-pret!
domestics, who have been compulsorily remove tt

George-town, I shall immediately inquire into

truth of their statements; and go soon as [ receive

answers, I shall communicate them to his Exce leat)

should I deem his interference necessary.

(signed) Gesrge Rall,
s. J.P.

 The chief occurrence dur

ing the month, upon whic

should wish to make sd

observations, is that sever

ed from 
(signed) J. W.Brite

 



ten
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DISTRICT (1)

George Rose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Ritjk de Groot.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. 0. Lockhart Muir, Esq.

 

 

 

A woman, an apprenticed No. None of the least impor. Only in the case above no-
labourer, made a complaint tance. ticed, and which, in fact, was
tome, which I forwarded to preferred in the previous

| the sheriff. month,

No. No. No. None.

 

Generally the same as be:
fore the ist August 1834.

ern

. In the same manner as
when in a state of slavery.

On most estates in the
district the children under
six years receive a gratui-
tous allowance of food and
medical attendance.

po

On all, except three estates,
food has been fréely offered
to the children, but has been
rarely accepted by the pa-
rents. On all they have me-
dical attendance and hospital
treatment; and nurses are
provided to take care of the
children when the mothers are
at work. 
 

There are schools on every
estate amongst the labourers
themselves; on many, teach-ers are engaged, besides
those at the places of public
worship; there is one establ

On plantations ‘ Bleyandaal’
and ¢ Lonsdale,’ at the chapel,
and on plantation ‘ Deuti-
chum. J. B.Winter, attorney.

shed at the new chapel on plan

On six estates; names, &c,
given in original report.

tation ‘ Waterloo.’

None.

 

Nil

igned) Geo. Rose,
S.J. P. 

106.11,

Nil.

(signed) J. Macleod,
S.J. P.

None at present.

signed) 4. Van Riijk de Groot,
(signed) S. J.P.  (True extracts.)

 
Nil.

(signed) J. O. Lockhart Muir,
S. J.P.

J. A.W, D, Sidley, Private Secretary.
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—_ No. 270. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 23 May 1836,

I nave the honour to lay before your Lordship, and as I hope for your Lord-

ship's approbation, the accompanying copyof a circular letter T have felt it my
duty to address to the special justices in this colony, relative to the amount of work

required from pregnant women, and women with children at the breast; and which

I trust will be attended with good effects.
T have, &c.

The Right hon. The Lord Glenelg, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth,
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Circular.)
Sir, . Camp House, 18 May 1836.

I Bec to draw your attention to the accompanying copy of a letter, addressed by my

orders to the special justice of district A., relative to the death of a twin child, of which a

female apprentice, attached to one of the estates in his district, had been delivered. You will
perceive, that this poor woman came to Camp House, with one child at the breast and the other
dead in her arms, to complain of the extent of work she was compelled to perform. My
object in bringing this distressing circumstance to your notice is, to impress upon you the

necessity of paying every attention to the state of the health, and consequent strength, of any

labourer who may be brought before you charged with neglect of work. This rule (just and

applicable in all cases) ought to be particularly attended to as regards female labourers.
The law has not, with respect to apprenticed labourers, as it did with respect to slaves (when
slavery existed), pointed out the exact diminution of labour to which, according to her state

of pregnancy, or the period which has elapsed since her confinement, the female labourer
is entitled. In appointing special justices, and in confiding to them the superintendence of
the apprenticed labourers, and the settlement of all questions which may arise between the
employer and the labourer, such detailed enactments as I have alluded to, became unneces-

sary. In each individual case brought before you, you are the judge; and previously to

pronouncing your judgment, it is for you to consider the strength and capabilities of the

individual complained of. With a view to enable each special justice to form an opinion as

to the diligence or idleness of the labourers in their respective districts, I caused a scale to

be prepared as to the quantity of work which an effective predial labourer might be expected
to perform in a space of seven and a half hours of steady and assiduous labour, as is more

fully explained to you in the 6th Article of your instructions of the 1st August 1834, This
scale by no means, however, supersedes or interferes with the judgment, at which your owa

experience and observation may enable you to arrive. Compulsory task work (which

a strict adherence to the proposed scale of work, without the consent of the labourer) would

unquestionably be, is strictly forbidden by the 3d section of the 5th chapter of theOrdinance

43. A day’s work of a predial labourer is defined (in section 2, of chapter 4, of the same

Ordinance) to be such a portion of specified work as can be performed by each apprenticed

labourer, by assiduous and steady industry during the space of seven hours and a half. You

are consequently, as | have already explained, the sole judge as to whether the labour per-

formed is as much as the labourer, whether male or female, can and ought to perform in the

time placed by law at the disposal of the employer, taking into consideration the health

and strength of the individual. In all complaints against females, their state of pregnancy,

the number of children they may have borne, the time’ since their last confinement, the age

of the infant or infants they may have at the breast, I wish in future to be inquired into, and

to be entered on the records of the proceedings.

 

I have, &e.
To - Special Justice of the District. J. Carmichael Smyth.

(Copy.)

Government Secretary’s Office, Guiana Public

Sir, Buildings, 12 May 1836.
I HAVE it in command from the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 9th instant, and enclosures. His Excellency observes, that a woman having

two children at the breast (about six months old) is incapable of performing a full day's

work in weeding, and cannot be classed as “ effective.” His Excellency is sorry that the

medical gentleman, Mr. Thomas M‘Creath, attending the estate “ Helena,” should have put

his name to a document conveying a contrary opinion. But it does not require anymedica

knowledge ‘to feel convinced that he is in error. The female Henrietta, appears to have had

twins on the 9th of October; on the 8th March she appears to have been brought before you.

In the evidencé of the manager she is accused of “ weeding and moulding canes only to the

extent of 50 roods;” and she is sentenced by you to be locked up for one week in a cel
yy P dung

3
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during the day, and in the sick-houseat night. Upon referring to the scale of labour, enclo- BRITISHsure (B.), attached to your instructions (and which scale it is to be remembered is the GUIANA.
maximum that can be expected to be performed by “effective predial labourers ”), there are
three descriptions of “‘ weeding and moulding canes.” In the first description, effective
predial labourers are expected toperform 75 roods ; in the second, 86 roods; and in the
third, 100 roods. Before a special justice could arrive at the degree of criminality which
night attach toHenriettafor only performing 50 roods, it would appear that the nature of
the “ weeding and moulding,” as required from her, ought to have been accurately ascer-
tained. ‘This essential point does not appear, on the face of the proceedings, to have been
iuquired into. On the 18th of the same month (after having undergone her sentence, and
having still her two children at herbreast),Henrietta Appears to have been again broughtbefore you, accused by the manager of “ persisting in her refusal to perform a sufficient
quantity of work.” No evidence whatever against her is offered. No details relative to her
alleged misconduct are given. At 1s merely stated that she acknowledged the charge; and
she is condemned to two weeks’ imprisonment in the colonial gaol, with hard labour on every
alternate day. ‘This sentence was given upon the 18th March. It seems unnecessary to express
any opinion with respect to it, as, on the 20th March, you addressed a letter to the Licu-
tenant-Governor, soliciting Henrictta’s pardon. The poor woman was released from the
gaol as soon as his Excellency reccived your letter. The quantity of work attempted to be
exacted from her, after her return to the estate, being, as she states, much beyond her strength
(keeping in mind that she had two children at the breast), she appears to have left the estate
upon the 22d April for the purpose of presenting a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor. She
had her two children with her. On the 30th April the Lieutenant-Governor saw the poor
woman sitting at his Excellency’s gate with one child at her breast, and another lying dead
in her lap; she had left a petition at the Public Buildings upon the 27th April, that is three
days previously; but which petition the Lieutenant-Governor had not received on the 30th.
The poor woman (with her children) was immediately sent, by the orders of the Lieutenant-
Governor, to the coroner; and by whom (after the legal investigation as to the death of the
one found dead m her lap was concluded) she was given over to the attorney of the estate,
Mr. Rainy. The verdict of the coroner and of the four jurymen, was, that the child Martin
died a natural death.
From the above recapitulation of the circumstances attending the case of the female

Henrietta, his Excellency agrees in the assertion contained in your letter of the 9th instant,
namely, that as the child of Henrietta was not sick on the 22d April, the day she left the
estate, the death of the child cannot be attributed to any neglect or want of proper care of the
child on the estate. It does not, however, appear to his Excellency, that you exerted your-
self to enforce a reasonable diminution of the work required by the manager from an unfor-
tunate woman, who had two infants to nourish. A strong healthy young woman who,
from idleness, refused to perform a reasonable quantity of work during the seven and a half
hours she is bound to labour, would have been a very proper person to have ordered into
solitary confinement, or even to have put upon the tread-mill, if the solitary confine-
ment was not a suflicient punishment to induce her to alter her conduct. A poor woman,
the mother of twins, and having them both at the breast, ought not to be locked up ina cell,
or sentenced to the tread-mill, but for some aggravated offence. His Excellency should
almost say, in no case; insomuch as in thus punishing the mother, the innocent children
cunnot but suffer in their nourishment, and, consequently, in their health, more or less.

I have, &e.
(signed) Henry John Baird,

Assist. Gov. Secretary.

 

(A true Copy)
Henry John Baird,

To the Special Justice of District (A.) Assist. Gov. Secretary.

 

— No. 271. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-strect, 30th July 1836. No. 271.
I wave received your despatch of the 23d of May, enclosing a copy of a circu-

lar letter addressed by you to the special justices of British (iuiana, relative to the
amount of work required from pregnant women, and from wamen with children at
the breast; and I have much pleasure in expressing to you my full approval of the
general instructions conveyed in that letter, and of the view which you have taken
of the case which suggested them.

. T have, &c.
Licut.-Gov. Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, (signed) —Glenelg.

&e. &e. &e.

+66.—II.
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No. 273.

196 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 272. —

Cory of a DESPATCHfrom Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 1st June 1836,
I Have deemed it advisable to offer honorary medals to be given yearly, in His

Majesty’s name, to such managers in this province, as shall conduct the business of
the estates, severally entrusted to their charge, with the cheerful co-operation of
the labouring population. I think this measure will be productive of good effects,

I take the liberty of submitting a printed copy of the rules under which I pro-
pose to issue the medals in question.

I have, &c.
The Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

&e. &e. &e.

 

GoveRNMENT Notice.

Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth hereby offers, and will present in the month
of January 1837, in the name of His Majesty, the following honorary medals:

1. A gold medal, of value of five guineas, to the manager of that estate in the district of
Demerary on which, in comparison with the number of apprenticed labourers attachedto
such estate, the greatest happiness, industry and contentment shall have prevailed during the
year 1836. The high sheriff and two special justices will form a committee to select the
manager.

2. Ditto for the District of Essequebo. The sheriff of Essequebo, and two of the special
justices of the Essequebo district, to form the committee. ,

3. Ditto for the district of Berbice. The sheriff of Berbice, and two special justices of the
Berbice district, to form the committee.

4. A gold medal, of the value of five guineas, to the manager of that estate in the district
of Demerary on which, with reference to the number of apprenticed labourers attached to
such estate, there shall have been the greatest number of clean healthy children attending
school during the year 1836.

5. The same for the district of Essequebo.
6. The samefor the district of Berbice.

2.—Candidates for the above medals are requested to have the goodness-to send in their
names as early in the month of January as may be convenient, in order that their respective
claims may be referred to the committee with as little delay as possible.
The rectors or ministers of the several parishes (as the case may be) will be requested to

join the committee in selecting the individuals to whom the three last-named medals are to
be presented.

By Order of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor,

Guiana Public Baiidingss| Henry John Baird,
26 May 1836. Assist. Gov. Sec.

 

—No. 273. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Jumes Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 21st July 1836.

I wave received your despatch of the 1st June reporting your establishmentof

honorary medals to be given yearly in His Majesty’s name, to such managers 19

British Guiana, as shall conduct the business of the estates entrusted to their

charge with the cheerfu! co-operation of the labouring population.
I recognize in this measure your accustomed anxiety to promote the mutual

contentment and satisfaction of the labourers and employers of the colony under

-your government, and I hope that it may be attended with beneficial results. [

feel it accordingly my duty to convey to you my approval of the scheme, sutyect,

however, to any future question as to the expense with which the distribution of

the medals may be attended.
I have. &c.

Lieut.-Gov. Sir James Carmichael Smyth, (signed) Glenelg.
&e. &e. &e.  
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— No. 274. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg. No. 274.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 15th June 1836. _
I Bec to submit to your Lordship an authenticated copy of an ordinance passed Pein

 

by myself and the Court of Policy establishing saving banks in this colony, and Reva ta
which I hope will meet with His Majesty’s most gracious approbation. Oe

I have, &c. Oo»,
The Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) Jas. Carmichael Smyth.

&e. Ke. ke.

— No. 275: —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir James Carmichael Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 16th June 1836.
I wave the honour to lay before your Lordship the epitome of the monthly

reports from the 15 stipendiary special justices in British Guiana for the month of
May.
“y I have, &e.
The Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) = J. Carmichael Smyth.

&e. Ke. &e.

No. 275.

166.—T].
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Enclosure in No. 275. - - . - - .

EPITOME of the Mowruiy Reports from the Firtezy Sriprypin,

DISTRICT (A) dy

QUESTIONS. DISTRICT (B,) 

Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq.
Westrern Division.

Charles H. Strutt, Esq. A, M. Lyons, Enq,

  

1, Are the labourers in your
district civil, contented and
cheerful ?

Very generally. I have

visited sixteen estates during
the month; names of estates
given in original report.

They are so, with the ex- |
ception of a portion of the
gang at Clonbrook.

Yes. I have visited sy
teen estates during the month,
names, &C. given in the gp.
ginal report. |

|

 ¥

2. Have theyperformed their
work during the last month
with alacrity and good will ?

Yes, for the most part. With the above exception,
they have.

Yes,

 

3. Has the work on any
estate been unwillingly or not
readily performed? If yes,
have the goodness to name
the estate, the proprietor, or
his attorney, and the manager,
in order that an inquiry may
be forthwith instituted into
the causes which may have
led to such conduct.

On plantation ‘ Broom Hall,’
William Booker, attorney and
manager, and on plantation
‘ Spring Hall,’ J. Jones, attor-
ney, R. Trotman, manager,
the work at one period of the
month was not readily per-
formed.

On plantation ‘ Clonbrook’
there has been an idle and
insubordinate spirit existing
among some of the people for
the last fortnight, which | can-
not account for. I hope soon
however to bring them toa
sense of their duty.

     On plantation ¢ Bett
Hope’ the work has notbeet!
willingly or readily performed,
Attorney, Dr. M‘Turk; m.
nager, J. Walker,

 

4. Is task-work generally
resorted to within your dis-
trict? or do the labourers
prefer working the seven and
a half hours per day, as fixed
by law ?

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to. The labourers

sometimes prefer working the
seven hours and a half.

A kind of voluntary task-
work is most generally in use
in my district; the managers
and apprenticed labourers
taking the tariff as their
guide.

Task-work is generallyre
sorted to.

 
  

5. What are the working
hours most generally in use in
your district? Are there any
estates in your district on
which the labourers are com-
pelied to lay-by for two or
three hours in the middle ofthe
day, and then to complete their
seven hours and a half in the
afternoon, (by which division
of their labour they have little
or no time to themselves) ?—if
yes, have the goodness to name
theestates, proprietors or attor-
nies, and the managers.  When task-work is not re-

sorted to, the hours of labour
are invariably continuous, viz.
from seven to half-past two
o'clock. The labour of forty-
five hours per week is
formed in five days on

er=

an-

tations ‘ Fellowship’ and ‘ Park
Front.’  The nominal hours are

from seven to eleven, and
from one to half-past four;
but on all the estates the
labourers are allowed to leave
the field when they have per-
formed a reasonable portion
of work, and I have known
many ofthem to have finished
by eleveh or twelve o'clock.  Commence generally *

seven, A. M.,and go on w

they finish; sometimest™ vt

one and two o'clock. 02%

estate are they compelled ®

lay-by in the middle
day.
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- oe elle Enclosure in No, 275.

nny| SPECIAL JUSTICESinBritish Guiana, for theMonth of May 1836.

a DISTRICT (C) \
| DISTRICT (D.)

Town. River. Urprrr River. oo.

George Ross, Esq- Captain Delafons, R. N. Captain Coleman. Captain Allen.

a] | mawenhserae | Hey See esang| edheneeendaa| oatare cuenta metonth . ng } ec ates (and the hos- cases contented and cheerful.
Of, the month (names given in pitals thereon) during the I inspected during the month

original report). The appren- month; names given in ori-| the hospitals of fourteen es-
tices appear generally content.| ginal report. tates (names given in original

report). I also visited six
other estates and wood-cut-
ting establishments.

| They have performed their Yes, generally. Generally, they have; but Yes, in general.
work with as much good-will on some estates they have not
as might reasonably be ex- performed a fair and reason-
pected. able quantity.

etler The work has been readily No. Yes, Plantation ‘ Peters The work did not appear

bes! | performed; in fact, I have Hall,’ Messrs, Smith & Tay-| to have been readily per-
re,’ | not had a single complaint lor, attornies; William Barry, {| formed on plantation ‘ La

." before me on that score dur- manager; —plantation ‘ Little | Parfaite Harmonie,’ (on which

ing the last month from any Diamond,’ ‘I’. Bishop, esq., | estate they are now doing

one of the estates included in trustee; D. Ross, manager;| well); and a report has lat-
this division. On plantation —plantation ‘Friendship,’ | terly been made to the same
‘Kitty’ there was a differ- Messrs. Revers & Koohaas, |effect fromplantation ‘Schoon + >
ence, and a good deal of talk, attornies; R. M‘Kenzie, ma-| ved,’ which has not yet been|
respecting the quantity of nager;—and plantation ‘Gar-| investigated. ©
canes which should form a den of Eden,’ Messrs. Man- a
reasonable task in cutting; get & Luthers, attornies; re
but it was settled amicably, .E. J+ Oudkirk, manager “
and the parties entered into a

3written agreement before me. $3
_ §
lyre Task-work is resorted to on They work the seven and a The labourers generally Task-work, without any

the estates in this division.| half hours per day, as fixed by| prefer working the seven and| written contract (except in
The town mechanics work| law, a half hours per day,asfixed | two or three instances, is
the legal time. by law. generally resorted to.

—

ly # The predial labourers usu- From seven, a.M., until Generallyfrom seven, a.M , From seven to eleven, and
wil | allybegin about seven o'clock,| half-past two, P. M. to half-past two, p.m. There twelve to half-past three;

welt, | Or rather later, and lay-b , are no estates to which the| from seven to eleven, and one
On | Whentheirtask igfinished. latter part of this question| to half-past four. There are
led t applies. no estates wherethe labourers
of te are compelled to lay-by two

hours in the middle of the
day. About the buildings it
is customary to do so, but no
complaint has ever been made
on that account. 

626,~ Ty,     
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May 1836.]

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n

1.
A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Q
.

2.

During the last month I
bave visited the hospitals on
lantations ‘ Haarlem,’ ¢ Fel-

Jowship,’ * Hague,’ ‘ Groven-
‘ veld’ and ‘ Leonora,’ and

the apprenticed labourers ap-
peared contented; the hos-
pitals clean and well found.

Mr. Hugh Ross (the late
manager) reported to me, at
my last visit to plantation
‘ Met en Merzog,’ that no im-
provement had taken place.
Mr. M‘Lennan took charge of
that estate onWednesday last.

\.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

ae,

DISTRICT (H)

W. J. Brittain, Esq,

 

 

A
n
s
w
e
r
s

to
Qu
es
ti
on

3.

Since Monday the 23d
May the men-gang of plan-
tation * Vreed en Hoop’ have
evinced a disposition to
neglect their work; their
conduct since February 1835
has been most satisfactory,
and it is totally out of my
power to account for this
change.

a
t

.

Yes. During the month
I have visited the hospitals
of twenty-two estates on
Leguan, nineteen on Wake-
naam, and’ three on Hog
Island, in all forty-four, be-
ing all the estates in this
district.

Yes.

_in which the sick appear well

They are perfectly civil,
and seem very contented and
cheerful. I have visited
twelve estates (names given
in original report), and in-
spected the hospitals thereon,

taken care of.

|

Generally they have beg
80; On two or three eataty
they have for a time hen
disposed to insubordination
and impudent to thehex
men over them in the field,

 

Very much so, in general, With the above-mentiond
exceptions, they have doy
30.

 

The work has not been un-
willingly performed on any
estate in this district.

On ‘ Better Success’ om,
siderable insubordinationa
idleness prevailed, owing1
the impassable state of tk
road leading to it, whichpr.
vented the magistrate a
medical practitioner from
tending there for some tim,
Nothing bordering, howere,
on violence was either threa
ened or apprehended there,
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7
Task - work, generally,

throughout the district. The
apprenticed labourers ofplan-
tation ‘ Vreed en Hoop,’ men-
tioned to Captain Delafone,
Captain Ross and myself, on
Tuesday, that they wished for
their hour, and it was ar-
ranged for them to com-
mence work at seven, and to
leave by signals at half-past
two. This is on the ‘ Vreed
en Hoop’ only.

Task-work is universal, and
preferred by the labourers.

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to and preferred.

  The scale of work is genenl
in this district; none wot!
the seven anda half how,
with the exception of afr
on totton estates, and they’
only in that descriptiond
work which does not adai
of being tasked.
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The apprenticed labourers
are expected to commence
work at seven, and leave off
as soon as their task is
finished. Very few are in the
field after two, and those
are generally idle people.  From about six to twelve,

one, two, three, four, five and
six o'clock, according to cir-
cumstances and the bargain
made. ‘lhe labourers work
as they choose themselves.  Usually at half-past six or

seven o'clock, and finish at
their option. There is no
estate in this district in which
they are compelled to lay-by
in the middle of the day.   The amount of work®

quired is alone looked t

the hours of labour are notit

all interfered with by!

employer, exceptwhere ue

turn out unreasonably

in the morning, 20 “

then never when te :

amount of work required §

done.
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DISIRICT (1)

George Rese, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Macleod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L)

A van Rizk de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. J. Caudlin, Esq.

  ———

nerally they are. In

sonequence of the state of

the weather, almost impass-

able roads, and illness dur-

ing the month, I have not

been able to visit more than

the half of the district.

Generally. _ During the month I have
visited ‘La Prudence,’ in the
Mara section, and found the
labourers civil and tolerably
contented. I then held a
court of special justice.

Generally.

  

Generally they have. In mest instances. In general they have, . Generally.

 

No, except by a few. It has this day been re-
ported to me (1st June) that
on plantation ‘ Highbury’ the
apprentices have not been
attending to their duty for
the last week,

Generally ithas. In the
best gangs there are indif-
ferent subjects, as may be
gathered from the the judicial
records humbly submitted to
his Excellency; such, of
course, excepted.

No.

    nen
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Yes; it is generally pre-
ferred by the labourers. P

Task-work is generally re-
sorted to.

The task, or nine hours’
work, was formerly preferred
by the people generally in
the lower and middle section
of this district, but since
some time, they seem to pre-
fer the seven and a half
hcurs, or a moderate scale of
work, projected and approved
ofby the magistrate, whereby
they have sometimes finished
at one, sometimes at two
o'clock, though they very sel-
dom are at their work in the
field before eight. In the
upper section they all work
the seven and a half hours in
preference.

Task-work is generally
adopted.

 

From seven, a.m. to half-
past two, p.m., and in some
instances as early as half-past
twelve and one o'clock 3 and
optional with themselves
whether they rest or not dur-
ing their task, 

166,—I],  From seven o'clock till the
day’s labour is completed.  Most generally now the

the labourers work the seven
and a half hours, on the afore-
said’moderate scale of work ;
generally it is worked dili-
gently, and as it best suits
them; they are not controlled
therein. The bell rings or
shell blows at stated times to
mark eleven and one o'clock
and half-past four.  They commence work about

seven o'clock, a.m, and con-
tinue till they finish their
day’s task.



 

 

202 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

May 1836.] DISTRICT (A) >

QUESTIONS. | Western Division. DISTRICT i)Eastern Division.

K. Heyland, Esq. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq. A. M. Lyons,Esq,
 

6. Do the labourers on any
estate in your district perform
extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of
wages for extra work, and
state how and when the pay-
ments are made ; and if extra
work is not performed for
wages, state if reasonable
wages have been offered, with
weekly payment. If reason-
able wages and prompt pay-
ment have been offered and
rejected, state to what cause
you attribute the refusal on
the part of the labourers.

The labourers employed in
the manufacture of sugar in-
variably perform extra labour
for hire, and earn from 6 bits
to f.2 andf#. 3 per week, paid
on demand. The boat people
receive extra wages, otherft
‘a trip, or 6 bits a week. Ex-
tra field labour has not been
performed during the month,
owing to the unfavourable
state of the weather.

On all the estates in the dis-
trict. the people employed in
the boiling-houses and about
the buildings receive wages
for extra services. On plan-
tations ‘ Bechine’ and ‘ Green-
field’ they work in the field
occasionally for wages also.
Their earnings vary from two
to three guilders per week
each. Payments monthly.

—or—tatces.,|

On the sugar estatesthe
perform extra work for hire
and on the cottonduringthe
crop time ; on the former ty,
stivers per hour, and the
latter five stivers for eve
10 lbs. over 40 Ibs, Paymeny
weekly and monthly,

 

7. Have there been any
instances of insubordination,
or any attempt to resist autho-
rity, by force, in your district?
if there have been any,"name
the estates on which such oc-
currences have taken place.

None. There have been none. None.

 

8. In the event of any dis-
position having been manifested!
by any of the labourers to ne-
glect their work, or to behave
rudely to those in authority
over them, has such miscon-
duct been so general as to in-
duce you to attribute it to any
combination or conspiracy ?
or is it only with respect to a
few idle and disorderly appren
tiees that you have had com-
plaints made ?

I have attributed the ne-
glect of work on plantation
* Broomhall ’ to combination.

On plantation ‘ Bette
Hope’ women and men cor-
ducted themselves very rude-
ly to those in authority over
them.  
 

9. Has the attendance of
the preedial labourers at church,
and of their children at school,
been regular, and to the full
accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances
of your district ?

In both instances the attend-
ance has been as good as could

the roads and the bad wea-
ther.

be expected from the state of |

It has.

i.

The attendance has bee
good.

  

10. Have you, individually
as a magistrate, and has the
court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of
ordering punishment by whip-
ping during the preceding
month? and, ifanswered in the
affirmative, state the number of
delinquents so punished, and
the extent of punishment
awarded in each case,

Three. Two, 30 stripes
each; one, 15 stripes,

Two. One, 20 stripes; one
12 stripes,

None.

nn
  

11, Has any manager, over-
seer, or other person in autho-
rity over the preedial labourers

None. been fined, or otherwise
punished by the court over which you preside during
the preceding month, for misconduct towards any la-
bourer or labourers? Have there been any instances
of the labourers having been detained at work beyond
the legal hours ? and, in such case, has the shilling ster-
ling per hour for each individual labourcr been levied ?  None.  One overseer fined 9/. f

an assault on an apprentic

labourer. Fine paid.  
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DISTRICT (C,)

_

Town. River, Urrgr River. DISTRICT (D.)

George Ross, Esq Captain Delafons, R.N. Captain Coleman, Captain Allen.

On the estates in this divi- None, but in the boiling- Extra labour is generally The statement respecting
sion extra work for hire is | houses and on the estates of| performed about the buildings, extra labour, wages, &c, &c..
performed about the buildings,| ‘ Rome’ and ‘ Houston,’| at the rate of from one to two| under this query has not va-
at the rate offrom 14 to 3 bits | where the industrious are em-| bits perday, prompt payment;| ried in any particular since
per day during the grinding, ployed digging punt trenches,| but it is rarely performed in| the report of April last.
payment prompt; and on and earn with ease three dol-| the field,
plantation Sophia’ coffee is ! lars per week, even at this
picked for hire during the unfavourable wet season.
crop season.

There has been no attempt| None. There have been some few There has been no attempt
to resist authority by force. instances of insubordination,| to resist authority by force,

but no attempt to resist au-| nor any instance of insubordi-
thority by force. nation deserving of particular

notice.

Therehasbeen no combina- Where an such may have There have been many The disposition to rude-
tion or conspiracy. taken place,| attribute it only} complaints against idle ap-| ness or neglect of work com-.

to the idle and disorderly.‘ | prentices; but I should not| plained of last month has
be warranted in attributing| only had reference to a few
them to combination or con-| idle apprentices.
spiracy, without further proof
than what I have been able
to obtain.

The places of worship and| Yes. Yes. The attendance of theschools are well attended, and preedial labourers at St. Mark’s
the accommodation quite church last month exceeded the local accommodation.
suflicient, The attendance of the children at the Sunday school

there has not varied, but is not equal to the accommo-
dation afforded.

None. Three. Two, 15 stripes| Three. Two; 25 stripes | One, 10 stripes.
each ; one, 20 stripes. ‘each; one, gO stripes.

ee

None, None. No. No person in authority over |.
the labourers has been fined
by me last montti. There
has been no authenticated in-
stances of the latter having
been detained at work beyond:
the legal number of hours.   
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204 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

May 1836.]

DISTRICT (E.)

Spry Bartlet, Esq.

DISTRICT (F.)

George Killock, Esq.

DISTRICT (G.)

George Ball, Esq.

a teatan

DISTRICT (H)

W. J. Brittain, Eaq,

 

Only about the buildings,
such as engineers, boilermen,
firemen, &c. They are paid

 

Upon all the estates in this
district extra work is per-
formed for hire. Upon some

Extra labour for hire is
general in a greater or less
degree, but more universal in

rca

The quantity ofextra}
performed has oflated cea
J attribute this chiefly to di.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

° weekly, in silver: average| the whole gang is paid, on the boiling-house than in the| ferent ratesbeing paid on di.
.S| about two stivers per hour. others only the cane cutters, field. The labourers on most| ferent estates; and those mg
3 and people about the build-| estates are paid monthly. nagers who pay low Wages
& ings. The wages are from express themselvesdispleased
> _six bits to three guilders per with their own labourers
: week, Upon those estates they leave them to look fx
3 where the whole gang is paid higher wages. Many in thi
2 there has never been a single case desist from doing a
s complaint about work. extra work. With this ther

managers are dissatisfied, aud
to this cause I attribute th
unusual number of com
plaints.

L
~
3 {| Only on plantation ‘Vreed} None. No such instances have| None.
B| en Hoop” has there been any occurred.
e insubordination.

&
«
»
xy

8
&
XS

The complaints are gene- It is only with respect to a Only with respect to the There have been some it-
rally against the same idle| few idle and disorderly la- | latter. stances of resistancetoth

eg| and disorderly apprentices. | bourers that complaints have performance ofordinary wot,
8 been made. bearing the character ofcom
2 bination, but never accomps-

é nied with violence, nor »
obstinately persevered in a

3 to excite any apprehension.
z

8
=
SS

. f
@! Yes. The churches and schools As regular as usual, and I The attendance of a vey
8 are always well attended.| think to the full extent, under| considerable numberofte
oe There is a most lamentable} local circumstances. apprenticed labourers #
2 deficiency of both churches church, and of their childrea

$ and schools. at school, still continues.
=
x
s{

{ Three. Two, 15 stripes | Three; 39 stripes each. Three. Two, 30 stripes | One; 10 stripes. -
é each; one, 25 stripes. each; on e,2 stripes.

8
8
yY
2

5
&
=

“| een

3 Murphy, late a driver and | No. A manager was fined for | None.
.§| constable on plantation ‘ Leo- striking an apprenticed la-
3 nora,’ was fined by me eleven bourer, but the assault was
&| guilders for an assault on of a very trifling nature.
©( Jack,an apprenticed labourer,
=| which sum I have paid to the
§| colonial receiver-general.
RB
=    
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DISTRICT (1.)

George Rose, Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A Van Riijk de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J.J. Candlin, Esq.

 

Penna

On some estates, where it

is required, every encourage-

ment is given to the appren-

ticed Jabourers to work extra

labour, and in most cases they

perform it readily. Wages

vary; paid weekly, or when
asked for.

 

Twelve men did shovel-
work for Mr. Henry, in New
Amsterdam; on Whit-Mon-
day they earned 3 4 guilders
each; they worked all day.
On all coffee estates the ap-
prentices work for hire, and
are paid at the rate of 1 3 guil-
der per day. On all sugar
estates the persous employed
about the buildings.

The labourers are hired by
the proprieturs to whom they
belong, or to other estates, for
reasonable wages and prompt
payment.

Extra labour is general, but
. Wages vary according to cir-
cumstances ; the payments are
weekly,

 

No. No. None.

 

 

 
Only of a few idle and dis-

orderly that I have had com-
plaints made.

No. No, I do not think so; it
exists amongst the idle and
disorderly; and such, after a
fair trial, if found guilty, meet
their desert in the pale of
Ordinance, No. 43-

No; the complaints have
been only against a few idlers.

  

Yes; and I am happy to
Say, arraugements are about
being made, and subscriptions
already entered into, by some

England, in this district.

Not, in consequence of the
unfavourable state of the wea-
ther.

of the estates and inhabitants, to build a church and

parsonage, for a resident clergyman of the church of

I have heard nothing to the
contrary. The Rev. J. Mi-
rams ig now settled at Ross-
field or Fern chapel. Re-
gular divine service is per
formed.

In consequence of the pre-
sent state of the country, the
clergymen have been obliged
to take up their residence in
New Amsterdam, and divine
vervice has not been perforiaed for
the last month, owing to the conti-
nued heavy rains.
   

  
166,—1].  * Philadelphia’ was fined 14

guilders, for having a man
kept in confinement in hospital
24 hours.  

None. two, 15 stripes each. None. None.

Three {ine 10 =

No. The manager of plantation No. No. 



 

 

206 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

May 1836.) DISTRICT (A) y

QUESTIONS. Easterw Drvisron. Western Division. DISTRICT By

K. Heyland, Esq. Charles Henry Strutt, Esq. A. M. Lyons, Es,
 

12, Have any complaints
been preferred to you during
the last month, from any ap-
prenticed labourers, respect-
ing their clothing, food,treat- -
ment, or upon any subject?
Jn the event ofany complaints
having been made to you, have
you carefully investigated into
the matters and caused justice
to be rendered to the parties
as far as it was in your power?
State the number and the na-
ture of the complaints which
may have been preferred to
you in general terms ?

One complaint was pre-
ferred for protracting labour.
One respecting food (with-
‘drawn); I caused. justice to
be rendered.

[have had several minor
complaints preferred before
me, to each of which I gave
my best consideration. None,
however, were of sufficient
importance to require parti-
cular mention here.

_ nmcatcarsasy|

There have been g feycomplaints oflabourers oi
into the hospital after ikholidays, when the mediqjgentleman has reportedthen
not sick.

  

13. Have any of the free
children upon any of the es-
tates in your district been

 None.

bound apprentices during
the last month? If yes, name the estates upon which
such occurrences have taken place, and state if the
transactions were with the free consent and approba-
tion of the parents of the children.

None. None.

 

14. How are the children
fed and taken care of on the
estates in your district? Are
they fed from the stores of
the estates gratuitously, and
is an additional quantity of
salt fish and plantains issued
for them? or are they fed
out of the allowance due to
their parents? When their
mothers are at work in the

They are invariably fed, and
receive medical assistance,
&c., as when in a state of
slavery. With the exception
ofa few on plantation ‘ Broom-
‘hall,’ where, owing, as the
attorney states, to the bad
behaviour of their parents,
they are not fed.

field, is a woman specially appointed to take care of
their young children, and exempted from all other
duty? Are the children when unwell allowed the
advantage of the medical assistance and hospital treat-
ment of the estate in the same manner as when they
were in a state of slavery?

The free children are fed
and clothed gratuitously,
and have medical attendance
in the hour of sickness.

The young children m
treated in the same manners
when ina state of slavery,  
  

15. On how many estates
in your district are schools
established ? Name the es-
tates, proprietors, and ma-
nagers of estates having
schools.

None. On two estates, No increase or decreas

since last report.

en|
 

16. Are thereany remarks
or observations which you
may wish to convey to the
Lieutenant-governor, con-
nected with the peace, tran-
quillity and happiness of the
district under your superin-
tendence? If yes, state the
same,

 

I beg to bring under the
notice of the Lieutenant-
governor the almost impas-
sable state of the roads I
have found it impossible to
visit the estates twice during
the month.

(signed) K. Heyland,
Ss. oe  

J have none.

C. H. Strutt, -
8. J. P.

(signed)  
There has been alittle

citement on some of the &

tates after the holidays; s!

in consequence of a chang

ofmanagers on‘BetterHoe

particularly, all is going

well, and the district t0

quil. Eight convictions
than in April.  

* .M. Lyons,(signed) A ?Le
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DISTRICT (C.)
 

River.

Captain Delafone, RN.

Urrzn River.

Captain Coleman.

DISTRICT (D.)

Captain J. A. Allen.

  

None. Yes, one from three ap-
prenticed labourers of‘Peter's
Hall, against the manager
and overseer for beating and
illegally confining them,which
after a careful investigation,
was dismissed for want of
sufficient proof; and one
from an apprenticed labourer
of * Providence,’ against an
overseer, for assaulting him,
and cutting his band with a
boot: referred to the sheriff's
court.

Twenty-two complaints
have been preferred during
the month (nature of, given
in original Report). They
have been inquired into and
redressed, or are in progress
of being so when well founded}

 

None. None. No free children havebeen
bound apprentices last month,

 

The children are fed gra-
tuitously from the estates,
and when sick are freely ad-
mitted into the hospitals. On
the various estates women
are specially selected to take
care of the young children,
which women are exempted
from all other duty

With the exception of
plantation ‘ Prosperity’ and
‘Little Diamond,’ the chil-
dren have an extra allowance
of provisions; they are all
allowed nurses and medical
attendance.

Generally, as when in a
state of slavery.

  

Rome, and Honston and
Ruimveldt.

On three (names given in
original Report).

Schools are established,
and instruction given on four-
teen estates; (names given
in original Report.)

 

 

~n, eneeten

ene

| Town.

} George Ross, E sq.

& fey 7 Two complaintshave been

going} | preferred by apprenticed la-

et the'| | hourers against their employ~

sedica ersfor maltreatment, of which

Ithen't | one has been dismissed as—

notproved, and the other has

heen compromised. One

complaint has been tried for

assault, and the accused

fined.

None.

O er On all the estates in this
nerts|| | division the free children have

HY. an extra allowance of food
as well as nurses and medical
attendance,

Teast At plantation * Kitty’ and
‘Belair’ missionar chapels

are established and a church

of England catechist visits
plantation ‘ Thomas ’ and

‘Kitty’ to instruct children.

le ex. Nil,
ne &
5 and

hange
Hope
ngoo

tra:
get

omy (signed) Geoze Ross

Mt S. J.P.  
166.1],

None.

(signed) Thomas Delafons,

I have not been able to
visit the distant estates so
often as I could wish, by rea-
son of the badness the
roads, which has repeatedly
been reported to the Com-
missary.

(signed) TZ. Coleman, 
Nil.

(signed) J. A.fim,
eo Vo Ze 
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May 1836.)

DISTRICT (E.) DISTRICT (F.) pismnnes © meen
Spry Bartlett, Esq. George Killock, Esq. George Balt, Esq. J. W. Brittain, Bay

.

nner

None, No. A complaint was made None, with exceptionagainst a manager for re-| some very old or infrms
quiring more work than the| prenticed labourers, yy:ci
law allowed, and for using a| complain of being sent out¢: false measure in laying down| the hospital, and are ordersg the work, which ona full in-| by the doctors for duty, why3 vestigation upon the spot declare that they arenotabi§
proved to be wholly un- | to do regular field work. |°
founded. feel much difficulty in Ope:

sing these medical certificatae
on my own judgment, uns:
ported by any other authz
rity to which I can in sd
cases appeal.

L
3 None. No. None have been thus bound. None.

oe
S

,

§

|

2
x

NI
fF

On plantation “ Vried en
Hoop” and “ Jucken de Vri-
enden” no food is allowed to
the unapprenticed children;

  
 

As before August 1834. The children are fed and
taken care of in every re-
spect in the same manner as
when they were in a state
of slavery.

On all estates, as far a!
can learn, the free childra
are now admitted into th
hospita}, and the young om
have old women appointedt
take care of them when thei
mothers are in the field, Bu
I apprehend there are sever!
estates where they are notla
or clothed at the expensed
the proprietors,

meet   
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TP

~| all the estates allow medical
=| attendance and nurses during
‘S | the time their mothers are
& in the field.

/

s |
2

é
xq

( . : .

S|. On six estates, names given
"| in original report.
oe

s]
zg

=
&

XN

 
L

(signed) Spry Bartlet
° 8. J.P

Upon four estates there
are schools; on three there is
one school between them.

The same as stated in last
and former reports; viz. on
eight estates, with occasional

Several proprietors sal
of establishing schools, bt

none as yet exist excepta

eee
 

 
Names given in original| instruction on two others. plantation ‘Regina’

report. school at the parish church’

still regularly attended tol

adults, children and infants

Nil The apprenticed labourers The number of complaint

continue to behave well and| preferred this month #

work assiduously. unusually numerous, but!

cases willappear genet!

very light, some trifling.

See reply to query 4

|

(signed) George Killock, (signed) George Bull, | (signed) J. WV. Bi

S.J. P S.J. P.    
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DISTRICT (I.)

George Rose,Esq.

DISTRICT (K.)

John Mac Leod, Esq.

DISTRICT (L.)

A. Van Riijk de Groot, Esq.

DISTRICT (M.)

J. J. Candlin, Esq.
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everdl
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nse of’

No. Not. None of any importance, None.

No. None. No, None.

 

Generally the same as be-
fore the 1st August 1834.

Children taken the same
care of as when in a state of
slavery.

On most estates, the chil-
dren under six years of age
receive gratuitous allowance
of food and medical attend-
ance.

On a few of the estates the
children are fed, on others,
the parents have refused the
allowance, but have as much
ground as they wish. On all
the estates the free children
receive medical attendance.

   ||\||
set
, but
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h ut
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ah  
On almost every estate in

the district there are schools
among the labourers them-
selves; on many there are
teachers engaged, and those
atthe several places of wor-
ship,

At the chapels on planta-
tations ‘“Blayendaal’ and
“ Lonsdale,” and in New Am-
sterdam.

On six estates (names, &c.
given in original report.)

No schools on any of the
estates, with the exception of
Skelden, on which a clergy-
man is resident; there is one
day school in the district, and
Sunday schools are opened

in all the chapels, which in favourable weather are
well attended.
 

Nil,

(signed) George Rose,
8. J.P.

166.—I1,

 The roads in the district
are impassable: having no
boat, I have not been able to
visit the estates as usual.
Having alluded to ‘ High-
bury,’ it may be well to state
that I have hired a boat, and
intend visiting that estate to-
morrow.

(signed) John Mac Leod,
S.J. P.  I have lately understood,

that from a long and lament-
able neglect of upholding ri-
gorously the laws and ordi-
nances respecting the imme-
diate separation of the lepers
from the healthy people,
throughout the whole of Ber-
bice, this most dreadful of all
diseases has made fearful pro-
gress, and is gaining ground
daily, so that, if not checked,
as far as human foresight is
able, the consequences in the
end may prove above calcu-
lation.
signed) A.Van Riijkde Groot,
(signed) 9 8. J. P.

(True Extracts.)

 The unusual quantity of
rain fallen has caused heavy
losses to the proprietors, and
the apprentices have also
suffered in their stock, but
are reported to have behaved
well, and when called upon
for extra labour to carry off
the water from the estates,
have done it cheerfully.

(signed) J. J. Candlin,
S. J. P.

J. H. D. W. Sidley, Private Secretary.
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No. 276.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir James Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 27th June 1836.
I wavethehonour herewith to transmit to you an order of His Majesty in

Council, explaining the ambiguity in the definition of the word “ employer,” which
occurs in thé British Guiana ordinance of the 8th March 1834, for the govern-
ment of the apprenticed negroes.

T have, &c.
Lieut.-Gov. Sir Jas. Carmichael Smyth, (signed) Glenelg.

&e. &e. &e.

 

  



ard
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MAURITIUS.
 

—No. 277.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary
I. Spring Rice, dated Mauritius, 18th April 1835.

] nave the honour to transmit to you herewith transcripts, duly authenticated
under my hand and the public seal of this colony, of the following Ordinances
passed by me, with the advice and consent of the Council of Government, num-
bered and intituled as follows : |

No. 5, of 1835.“ For the purpose ofregulating the Internal Order and Discipline
of the Prisons.”

No. 6, of 1835. “Ordinance modifying certain Dispositions of the existing
Criminal Laws, and adding new Dispositions thereto.”

 

— No. 278. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay, dated
Downing-street, 7th December 1835.

I nave received your Despatch, dated the 15th of April, enclosing certain
Ordinances passed by you, with the advice and consent of the Council of Govern-
ment, in the months of February and. March 1835.

In the Ordinance, No. 5, of 1835, for the regulation of prison discipline, I find
an article numbered’ 5, in the following terms: ‘ The gaol for the apprentices shall
be distinct and separate.” This article His Majesty is pleased to disallow, because
His Majesty cannot admit the propriety of any distinction being made by law in
respect to the punishment of offences by apprenticed labourers, and by other
persons, when such offences do not relate to the duties owing by the apprentices to
their employers. ‘The local legislature cannot have too distinctly impressed upon
them the great principle of the legal equality of all classes of the King’s subjects
in Mauritius, and the necessity of observing the practical consequences resulting
from that principle. His Majesty is graciously pleased to confirm and allow the
other enactments of this Ordinance.

In the Ordinance, No. 6, of 1835, for the modification of the criminal law, I find
the following articles:

“ Art. 5. Vagrancy is a misdemeanor.
“ Art. 6. Vagrants or vagabonds are those persons who are without any fixed

residence, or who have not the means of subsistence, and habitually carry on
neither trade nor profession.
“ Art. 7. Vagrants or vagabonds, who shall have been pronounced such by the

law, shall, for the act of vagrancy alone, be condemned to an imprisonment not
exceeding six months, and shall, after undergoing such punishment, be placed at
the disposal of the Government, to be employed in the public works, until they
can prove, in a satisfactory manner, that they have procured employment or the
means of subsistence.”
The definition of vagrants or vagabonds, thus contained in art. 6, is so general

as to subject to six months’ imprisonment, and to an indefinite amount of unre-
quited lubour on the public works, every man who has not a fixed residence, and
even those unfortunate persons, who, without any fault of their own, may neither
have the means of subsistence nor an habitual occupation; His Majesty has, for
these reasons, been pleased to disallow sec. 5, 6 and 7 of this Ordinance. .

I am to signify to you His Majesty’s pleasure that no Ordinance respecting
vagrancy be passed without a suspending clause. It is a subject on which there is
an obvious danger of the growth, under present circuinstances, of a code framed on
Principles inconsistent with those of the Slavery Abolition Act.
In the same Ordinance I find the following : “ Article 3. If the offence be com-

mitted by'a person apprenticed under the Slavery Abolition Act Bill, the punish-
ment of the whip may be ordered, conjointly or otherwise with one of the other
punishments,”
166.—I1, “ Art. g.
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MAURITIUS.  Art..g, The last alineas of the art..94 and of the art. 219 of the Code d’In-
—— struction Criminelle are modified and made applicable to the apprentices under the

Slavery Abolition Bill.”
These enactments are objectionable on the ground which I. have already men-

tioned. They place the apprenticed labourers under a penal code, to which the
other members of society are not subjected ; His Majesty therefore disallows them,
His Majesty is also pleased to confirm and allow such parts of this Ordinance as

are not noticed in the preceding remarks.

 

— No. 279. —

No. 279. Cory ofa DESPATCHfrom Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary T. Spring Rice.

Sir, Mauritius, 23 April 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith an extract of the Minutes of the

Executive Council of this colony, in reference to the 4th article of the 7th chapter
of the Order in Council of the 17th September 1834, by virtue of which an

apprenticed labourer may, without a written pass, quit the premises of his employer
to a distance of five miles.

. Ilikewise beg to transmit a copy of a representation upon the same subject,

eS from Major Cunningham, one of the superintending special magistrates, and who

pe is perfectly acquainted with the character of the class of persons in question.

¢ His opinion with respect to the serious evils to be anticipated from the great

latitude granted in the article alluded to, is, I fear, well founded; and has indeed
already been practically experienced.

I therefore beg to submit for your consideration, whether the local legislature

of Mauritius may not be allowed to modify that article of the Order in Council,

in order to abviate the mischiefs to be apprehended.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay.

 

Enclosure in No. 279.

Extract of the Minute of the Proceepines of the Executive Councit at the

Meeting held at Government-house, on Monday the 2d day of March 1835.

Enclosure in Present :—His Excellency the Governor, the Officer Second in Command of the Troops,

No. 279 Colonial Secretary, Procureur and Advocate-General.

“Chapter 7, clause 4.
“ The distance here allowed isvery great in regard to this-colony, and it was in conse-

quence resolved to re-consider the subject, with the view of limiting the distance if possible,

without contravening the Order in Council, for so great a latitude is likely to be productive

of much mischief here.”

 

Extract of the Minute of the Procerepines of the Executive Councit at the

Meeting held at Government-house, on Friday the 6th day of March 1835.

Present :—His Excellency the Governor, the Officer Second in Command of the Troops,

Colonial Secretary, Procureur and Advocate-General.

“« Chapter 7, clause 4. ;
“ Although fully aware. of the very serious evil consequences that will result in this

colony, from leaving the apprenticed labourers so large a space to roam about in as five miles,

without a written pass from their masters, yet the Order of His Majesty in Council is 80 ex-

plicit on that point, that the Board cannot recommend any limitation of it, as it would be

directly at variance with the King’s Order. But the matter is one of so much importance to

the tranquillity. and good order of the colony, that the Council would earnestly request his

Excellency the Governor, to apply by the earliest opportunity to the Secretary of State

for permission to modify that part of His Majesty’s Order, and to apply to it the principle

laid down in article 5, chapter 4, of Ordinance, No. 1, of 1835, by which the distance 8

to be regulated by the special justices in each district, according to local circumstances,

but subject to the sanction and approval of the Governor.”  
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SurerinTeNDING Speciau Justice Orrice, Plaines Wilhems and Moka.

To the Honourable G. F. Dick, Esq., Colonial Secretary.

Sir, . Moka, 22 April 1835.
I aave the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, a cir-

cumstance, which while Ideeply regret, I deem it my duty to bring under his Excellency’s
notice; namely, the increase of crime, and consequent punishment necessary, in the sections
of Moka and Plaines Wilhems, the former under my special, the latter my general super-
intendence. The cause I have clearly traced to the operation of the 4th article, 7th
chapter, of His Majesty’sOrder in Council, 17th September 1894, permitting apprentices
to leave their masters’ premises to the extent of five miles, without a written or other
ermission, I respectfully state my reasons for ascribing increase of crime to the above, it

places the idle, the drunkard, the thief, or otherwise bad character, on an equality in point
of indulgence with the best conducted, to which latter class leave was enerally accorded
when required, if unjustly withheld, an appeal to the magistrate gave it; it was thus an
excitement to propriety of behaviour and industry.
Few of the field apprentices (the great proportion of which are Malgache and Mozam-

bique) have an idea of time or distance, a consequence is, many have been liable (through
ignorance) to punishment for loss of time to their masters, during the day, although not
culpable from having strayed beyond the limit (five miles); (the time required for which
distance back and forward, takes at least two hours anda half, or three, perhaps). In many
instances, I have, by explanation, induced the master to waive his right to extra labour for
a first offence of this nature; but, unfortunately, it is a precedent the guilty as well as
ignorant lay hold of, and it is difficult to make the distinction. -

This is, however, one of the lesser evils; populous parts of Plaines Wilhelms and Moka
adjoin Port Louis, indeed, from the latter section, by crossing the mountains, which the
apprentices generally do, going to town, brings it within the limit of five miles from almost
any habitation, and those beyond that distance a mile or so exceed the boundary, and plead
ignorance.
eon Sunday, in particular, on the high roads, I have found drunkenness to a great extent
among apprentices returning at night from town, and vice versd, the equally dissolute from
that come into the districts and commit petty thefts and various depredations, which are
more common than formerly ; if they are at home by gun-fire they cannot be apprehended,
so that they have nearly two hours after it is dark to wander about at a distance from
home, which gives them a better chance of not being detected; the apprentice who is
aware that if absent from work, he must make it up by double time, does not leave his
master’s premises till his work is finished, about half-past five, or, if he accepts compen-
sation for extra work, most likely after six; so at dark, he goes off to town, with just the
possibility in some instances of getting back by gun-fire, if his habits are steady there
may be no harm done, but it is the drunkard and thief, who under cloak of night go out;

bot propensities they (almost) may indulge in with impunity, that is with less chance of
iscovery.
By the former limit, which (with his Excellency’s sanction I fixed at one mile), liquor,

beyond what the master gave, could only be got at by stealth, so near home, the drunkard
had a chance of getting back to his hut undiscovered, and probably guilty of no further
delinquency; if in that state five miles from home, for it is the failing (drunkenness) of the
Majority, he perhaps wanders further, and when he recovers his senses finds himself so far
from home discovery is inevitable, if he has money, he drinks as long as it lasts, becomes a
maroon, and apprehended after three weeks or a month, wandering about, half starved or
existing by plunder, he suffers the extreme punishment awarded by law, not having character
to induce mitigation, if he has, he has by this liberty been exposed to a temptation he had
not before. So from one state he goes on to another, till he becomes reckless, frequent
punishment (corporal) tends but to harden the habitual drunkard, and creates other vices.
From my frequent visitations through my districts, I have naturally acquired not only a

personal knowledge of, but am acquainted with the characters ot a great body of the
apprentices, especially those of dissolute habits, who, in my late situation as assistant pro-
tector of slaves, I have had occasion to note, and since as magistrate been called upon to
punish; among this class, for of course the bad associate with the like, I have met such
returningin numbers together (belonging to different estates,) after dark from town; such
combinations, although but at present a nuisance, if permitted to continue serious evils
may result from it. Character varies much among them; on some estates where there may

_ ~@ 100 and upwards, I may not have a complaint from either master or apprentice, for a
length of time, whereas on another, out of 30 apprentices, | may have found it necessary to
confine 1 to the limits of the estate, drunkards, thieves, and otherwise bad characters;
thus | respectfully submit that being required to obtain leave to be absent from the master
served as an excitement to propriety of conduct, and was not only the most humane, but -
best method of punishment as it lessened crime. .
Even those of generally industrious habits, it has in some degree unsettled, principally

among the adults; this permission to wander has been most pernicious (never looking to
thefuture when the will be thrown on their own resources, and must depend on their
individual industry for the support of themselves and families hereafter), they naturally

follow the bad example they have in their seniors. ;
The sawyers and woodcutters, generally the best and most industrious class, earning for

themselves, at leisure hours, between three and five dollars each per month, are now fre-
166.—i1, quently
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quently absent at hours before thus appropriated. There is ancther inconvenience it causes
the apprentice formerly intrusted with the produce which his master sent daily to the
bazar to sell, the sole means to many of supporting themselves, families and dependants
was obliged to have a pass which specified what he carried, and to whom he belonged, that
man Can now carry to the same market, like produce stolen, and there is no authority to
question his right; it would be a preventive to this, if an apprentice in charge of or
conveying property of any description, whether belonging to himself or others, was obliged
to obtain a pass specifying the description of property, to whom it belonged, and wherehe
was taking it to; this could be no hardship to him, and would be beneficial to his master’s
interests and the community at large, as it would prevent thefts, which now are carried on
without the power of detection so easily.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. Cuningham,

Superintending Special Justice Plaines Wilhems and
Moka Districts.

 

-— No. 280. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 9 January 1836,
I wave received your Despatch, dated 23d April last, proposing that the local

legislature of Mauritius should be authorized to modify so much of the 4th art.
of the 7th chap. of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 17th September 1834,
as relates to the distance beyond which an apprenticed labourer may not absent
himself from his residence without the permission of his employer.

It is impossible to allow the introduction, by the subordinate authority of the
Legislative Council of Mauritius, of any change in the law promulgated by the King
in Council.

it may perbaps be necessary that this part of the Royal Order should be
revised and amended by His Majesty; but I am unwilling, except upon a clear
proof of the necessity, to authorize a departure in Mauritius from principles which
have been established in the other Crown colonies. But as Major Cunningham’s
letter, proposing this innovation, was written after only a very few weeks’
experience of the new system, and as it could not reasonably be expected to have
produced within that short period the salutary results which have followed else-
where upon a more patient and protracted experiment, I think it necessary to wait
further intelligence before I advise His Majesty in Council to narrow so material
a part of the privileges accorded to the apprenticed labourers.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 281. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Mauritius, 14 May 1835.
Herewitn I have the honour to forwarda transcript, duly authenticated under

my hand and the public seal of this colony, of the undermentioned Ordinance,
passed by me, with the advice and consent of the Council of Government; viz.

No. 8, of 1835. “ For insuring, in conformity to the dispositions of the Order
in Council of the 17th September 1834, the due execution of the Slave Abolition
Act at Mauritius.”

I have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay.

 

— No. 282, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 10 October 1835.
I nave received your Despatch, dated the 14th May last, enclosing an Ordi-

nance, No 8, of the year 1835, enacted by yourself and the Council of Government
at Mauritius, for insuring, in’ conformity with His Majesty’s Order in Council of

the
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the 17th September 1834, the due execution of the Slavery Abolition Act in that
island.
I have received His Majesty’s commands to make to you the following com-

munication on the subject of this Ordinance.
The 13th and 14th sections, when read in their relation to each other, will be

found to establish the two following rules: First, as often as an apprentice shall
be sentenced to imprisonment for any offence cognizable by a special justice, he
shall, aiter the imprisonment has been suffered, labour in his employer’s service
for such a time as shall indemnify the employer for the time subtracted by the
imprisonment. Secondly, if an apprenticed labourer is condemned to imprison-
ment, the special justice on the demand of the employer may commute that
imprisonment for extra labour on the estate. The first of these rules exonerates
the master from all loss in which the misconduct of the apprentice mizht otherwise
involve him. The second gives the employer a direct advantage from that mis-
conduct. The tendency of these rules will probably be rather to increase than to
diminish the amount of crime. However negligently a man may perforin his
duties to his apprentices, and however little he may exert himself to deter them
from violations of the law, he will himself be exempt trom all consequent incon-
venience. I do not think that the good of society at large, or that the permanent
welfare of either party will really be promoted by such rules. . That degree of
inconvenience which by the general course of human society all men are lable to
suffer from the misconduct of those towards whom they stand in any pecuniary
relation, can never be advantageously counteracted by positive laws.
The 16th article enables the employer to confine his apprentice in the stocks

for any misconduct, and without any restriction as to the length of the confinement,
if immediate notice be given to the special magistrate. The highest penalty for
the improper use of the power is 20s. ‘There can be no good reason for ex-
empting an apprenticed labourer from that liability to immediate arrest and
confinement to which other members of society are liable, upon any infraction of
the law; but as the stocks must always be regarded in the light of a punishment,
and as one main principle of the existing law is to deprive the employer of the
power of punishing, the enactment, in its present form, is objectionable. It might
properly be incorporated into the law, if the power of confinement were limited to
those cases in which there was sufficient cause to apprehend the escape of the
offender; if the power were granted not to the employer himself, but to the local
police, and if some time were fixed beyond which the imprisonment should in no
case continue.
The 19th section authorizes the employment of apprenticed labourers on

Sunday, tur the preservation of the property of their masters. The latitude of
this expression is such as to affurd an apology for much Sunday labour, opposed
to the intention of Parliament. ‘The clause could be unobjectionable if limited,
as in the preceding section, to labour undertaken upon any extraordinary emer-

gency of fire, inundation, hurricane, or the like.
In the same clause, tne 19th, occurs an enactment, that for the purposes of

religious instruction the special justices “shall be bound to establish from time to
time, conjointly with the masters and with the sanction of the Governor, special regu-
lations having for their object the conciliating as far as is practicable with reference
to the localities and the number of places of worship, the free and full exercise of
religious worship, with the interests of the masters and the maintenance of public

order ;” upon a subject of such paramount importance as the maintenance of
religious worship, it is impossible to sanction any enactment so obscure and indefi-
nite as that which I have transcribed.
The 21st section forbids a labourer to contract for his own time, with any per-

son except the proprietor of the estate to which he is attached, if that proprietor
shalloffer wages which the special justice shall consider reasonable. This enact-

ment Is opposed to the spirit of the Slavery Abolition Law. There is no reason
why the apprentice should be restrained from hiring himself during his leisure to
any person other than his revular employer, though at a lower rate of wages than

that employer is prepared to pay. ‘The work offered by the third party may be

More regular or more easy, though less remunerated, or that third person may be
an indulgent master, or may have in his service the near kindred or friends of the

labourer. Immediate gain is neither the single nor the chief inducement to work
0 many cases of this nature.
The 22d and 23d sections for the punishment of combinations amongst

labourers
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labourers to raise, and amongst masters to depress, the price of labour, have this
remarkable difference, that the master is to be punished only if the execution of
the plan had actually commenced; whereas the punishment of the labourer is to
follow upon the mere formation of the design. If such rules are to exist at all
they should be precisely mutual. But it appears to me needless and unwise to
punish any combinations of this kind, unless they are so framed or so executed ag
to deprive of their freedom of action those who may wish to dissent from the
general scheme. Experience has largely proved the injustice and the ultimate
inutility of any more rigid restrictions. ©

His Majesty for these reasons is pleased to disallow so much of the 13th, 16th,
1gth, 21st, 22d, 23d and goth sections of this Ordinance, as I have already
noticed, and His Majesty is graciously pleased to confirm and allow the rest of the
enactments it contains.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No, 283. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Mauritius, 3 July 1835.
AS your Lordship must naturally be anxious to be informed respecting the effect

of the system of apprenticeship introduced into the colonies by the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, I am happy in being enabled to give the most satisfactory
accounts, as far as concerns this colony, where the Act has now been in operation
for five months.’
From the reports of the several special magistrates, I learn that they have not

experienced, from the masters of apprentices, any obstruction to the fair execution
of their duties.
The complaints preferred by apprentices against their masters, have been very

few indeed; and the cases of insubordination and misconduct on the part of the
apprentices, appear even fewer than was to be expected, considering the notion
entertained by many of them, that when slavery was declared to be extinct, they
were not obliged to work any longer. .

' The satisfactory manner in which the new system acts, is to be attributed,
chiefly, to the number of magistrates being sufficient to admit of constant visits to
the several estates, and the consequent summary decisions of those magistrates on
the spot.

I trust, however, that ere long the number ofspecial magistrates may be
diminished, without prejudice to any party; though this must be done with great
caution,

I have, &c.

(signed) = William Nicolay.

 

—No. 284. —

Extnact of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Wm. Nicolay to Lord Glenelg,
dated Mauritius, igth November 1835.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith transcript of an Ordinance passed by

the Council of Government of this island ; viz. —

No. 14, of 1835.“ Extending to the special magistrates, the jurisdiction in all

cases of misdemeanors committed by apprentices under the Abolition Act.”

The object of this Ordinance is to give the special magistrates the sameautho-

rity as if (under the provisions of the 14th clause of the Act for theAbolition of

Slavery) they were included in a general commission of the peace. AtMauritius

no such general commission exists; and the only magistrate whose functions cot

respond with those of a justice of the peace, is the ‘juge de paix’ at Port Louis.
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—No. 285. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay, dated
Downing-street, 27th March 1336.

Sir,

I nave received your Despatch, dated the 19th of November, enclosing three
Ordinances, passed by yourself, with the advice and consent of the Council of
Government of Mauritius, in the months of September and October last. I subjoin
a list of their numbers, dates and titles.

His Majesty commands me to signify to you his gracious approbation and allow-
ance of the Ordinances, Nos. 13 and 15, of 1835.
The Ordinance, No. 14, transfers from the ordinary to the special magistrates

the cognizance of certain misdemeanors in those cases in which the offender
happens to be an apprenticed labourer. You state that the design of this enact-
ment is to give to the special magistrates the same authority as they would have
by being included in the general commission of the peace in those colonies in which
such commissions are ordinarily issued. That design, however, is very imperfectly
accomplished. A special magistrate invested with the general commission in
Jamaica, or any other of the old British West India Islands, would be competent
to take cognizance of all felonies, misdemeanors, and breaches of the peace, by
whomsoever committed. But by this Ordinance the competency of the special
magistrate is extended to the case of misdemeanors only against the general law of
the island; and is to be exercised in those cases alone in which the apprenticed
labourer is the offender. If he should happen to be the sufferer, this new jurisdic-
tion of the special magistracy could not be exerted for his protection.
The second clause of this Ordinance subjects apprenticed labourers offending

against the general law of the island, not only to penalties to which other persons
are not liable, but to the obligation from which the rest of the colonial society are
exempt, of compensating bya fine the party immediately injured by the offence.
The third clause provides for the punishment of the offences of concealing

maroon apprentices, and of aiding them in their escape. But nothing can be more
lax and vague than the definition both of the crime and the punishment. { remark
also, that these offences are to be punished in the same manner as offences against
the police law ; that is, not by the special magistracy alone, but by the ordinary
justices of the peace, or by the court of correctional police.

For these reasons His Majesty has been pleased to disallow this Ordinance, and
commands me to impress upon you the indispensable necessity of abstaining for
the future from assenting to any law for the government of apprenticed labourers,
of which the operation is not suspended, until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be
known. Some very extreme and urgent occasion may perhaps arise to justify
a departure from this rule; but in every such case you will consider yourself as
bound to vindicate the exception by a full explanation of the motives which may
have induced you to acquiesce in it.

_ But whether laws of this nature shall be suspended, or shall take effect imme-
diately on their promulgation, there is .one general principle to which His Majesty
expects and requires, that on every such occasion the most explicit and studious
deference be shown. That principle is, that the apprenticed labourers be not sub-
jected to any penalty, restriction or prohibitory rule of any nature whatsoever, to
which all the other members of society are not made equally liable, except only so
far as a special code may be indispensable to secure the punctual performance
of the dutics which Parliament has required the apprentices to render to their
employers, No enactment affecting the apprenticed labourers exclusively must be
assented to by you, unless it shall first be clearly established that it falls within the
reach of that exception. In every other respect the great principle of legal
equality of all classes of the King’s subjects in Mauritius must be stedfastly borne
in mind, and firmly enforced.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg,
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—No. 286, —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Vilkam Nicolay to Lord
Glenelg, dated Mauritius, 24 December 1835.

“ Your Lordship, in a Despatch dated 31st May last, notifies the disallowance of
the Ordinance, No. 4, of 1835, on account of the regulations prescribed by the
4th article, respecting the marriage of apprentices.

“« The object of that article was to encourage lawful marriages among that class,
by relieving them from the payment of the usual fees.

“ Tt was likewise considered desirable for their own interests, that they should
not be permitted to marry wholly without consent, as in the case of guardians and
wards.

“ By the disallowance of this Ordinance, apprentices are, of course, precisely
on the same footing as all the rest of the community, with respect to marriage.”

 

— No. 287.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir William Nicolay to Lord Glenelg,
dated Mauritius, 23 January 1836.

“T Take this opportunity of explaining, in reference to your Lordship’s obser-
vations upon the 16th article of the Ordinance, No. 8, of 1835, that the authority
therein given to the employer to confine an apprentice in the stocks, was intended
to be exercised exclusively (in cases of insubordination and grave offences) for the
purpose of securing the person of the offender, where there might be no other
means of doing so; and it is especially provided that immediate notice of the
circumstance is to be given to the special justice, in order that the case might be
taken cognizance of by him, with the least possible delay.

“ Without such power in the hand of the master, it must frequently happen, as
experience has shown, that apprentices of the most violent and dangerous cha-
racter make their escape from the estate, and are probably not retaken for several
days; in consequence of which they subject themselves to increased punishment,
while the master loses the labour to which he may be justly entitled.”

 

— No. 288. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay.

Sir, : Downing-street, 20 January 1836.
Ir has been represented to me, on the authority of the public journals of

Mauritius, that an Ordinance had been proposed by you for the adeption of the
Legislative Council, which, if passed into a law, would subject the whole labouring
population of the island, and especially persons who might be introduced there
from the eastward, to restraints and penalties of so extremely onerous a nature as
nearly to revive, under a new name, the former servile condition of the great body
of the people. I can scarcely believe that the statement, if it be not entirely
without foundation, is, at least, not much exaggerated ; yet, as it rests apparently
on no light authority, (for the heads of the proposed law are stated at length in
one of the colonial journals which has been sent to me for my inspection,) I cannot
feel entirely exempt from anxiety on the subject. You will have the goodness
immediately to report to me whether any law for the government of free labourers
has been proposed by yourself, or by any other person, for the adoption of the
Legislative Council; if so, you will immediately transmit me a copy of any such
proposed law. Further, you will distinctly understand that no law for regulating
the relations between free labourers and their employers must be proposed by you,

~unless with the previous sanction of His Majesty to the terms of any such pro-
posal; and that you are not at liberty to assent to any law of that nature if
proposed by any other person, unless it contain a clause suspending its operation

until His Majesty’s pleasure shall have been signified.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 289. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Willam Nicolay to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Mauritius, 23 January 1836.

I nave the honour to transmit herewith transcripts of two Ordinances passed

by the Council of Government of this colony, on the 2d November last; viz.

No. 16, of 1835. Respecting field labourers and workmen.

The object of this Ordinance is completely set forth in the preamble.

No 17, of 1835. Respecting servants, porters and daily workmen.
May be considered as a corollary to No. 16.
Regulations on these subjects, by legal enactment, were much wanted; and the

provisions of the two Ordinances have received general approbation in this colony,

and promise to produce a very good effect.

The only objections to any part of these Ordinances come from Mr. Hollier

Griffiths, merchant. They relate to certain articles in No. 16, as set forth in

a letter from that gentleman to the Colonial Secretary, dated zoth November last,
and of which a copy is enclosed.
From the nature of these objections, I referred them to the procureur-general.

Acopy of his report upon the subject, with an English translation, is herewith
transmitted ; and it appears to me he completely repels the arguments adduced by

Mr. Griffiths.
Your Lordship will perceive by this correspondence, that there bas lately been

introduced into this colony a great number of Indiau labourers, a measure which,

to a certain extent, will, I conceive, prove very beneficial; as, besides furnishing

an increase of labour at the moment, it will, in all probability, stimulate the other

classes of working men to seck employment.
T have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay

Enclosure in No. 289.

To the Honourable G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary, &c. Xe. Kc.

Sir, Port Louis, Mauritius, 20 November 1835.

I FEEL it my duty to lay before his Excellency the Governor the accompanying copies of

a correspondence held by my house with the chief commissary of police under the dates

specified at foot, and to request his Excellency will be pleased to transmit the same,

(ogether with a copy of the present, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State for the

olonies,
His Excellency will observe, that the above-mentioned officer, in his letter of the 16th

October, declined replying to the question proposed in the letter addressed to bim by my

house under date the 26th September. On the 14th instant was promulgated the Ordon-

nance, No. 17 *, of the present year, which, by its 17th article, sets this question at rest for

the future, at least for so long as that Ordonnance shall remain in force. The enactment,

however, to which I refer, appears to me to offer conclusive proof that no law to the same

effect existed previously. ‘Ihe same observation applies also to the enactinent contained

in the 18th article of the said Ordonnance, and I therefore trust I cannot be considered

unreasonable or presumptuous, in desiring an explanation of the conduct held towards my

partners and myself by the chief commissary of police, in insisting on our furnishing

a security which he was not legally entitled to require at our hands.
I abstain from making any further remarks on the particular case above referred to. The

following observations relate to the law as it now stands, and which, by our letter to you of
the 16th instant, we have proved our readiness to obey, so long as it shall remain in force,

notwithstanding the objections I am about to offer thereto. My motive in bringing those

observations under the notice of the Right Honourable Secretary of State, is founded on

the hope that they may tend to promote ‘a more mature consideration of the Ordonnance in

question, previously to its receiving His Majesty’s Royal sanction. ; ;
The said Ordonnance covtains three enactments which form the object of the present

observations ; they are as follows: . o
ist. The enactment contained in the 17th article, which prohibits the introduction into

this colony of any number of workmen or labourers, of any class, from any place whatsoever,

except under the authorisation of his Excellency the Governor.

_ 2d, That contained in the .8th article, whereby persons introducing workmen or labourers
into the colony under the authorisation aforesaid, are rendered liable to the payment of

expenses of which. the extent cannot be defined under circumstances independent of their

will or control.

. 3d. The enactment contained in the 24th article, in virtue of which all such workmen

or labourers are rendered liable to transportation from the colony, at the sole will of the
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MAURITIUS. executive power, without judgment by a competent tribunal, for the undefined offence of
having committed a “ delit contre Pordre public ;” an expression I fear I might not be able
to translate correctly into English, and which, from its entirely foreign acceptation, [
cannot but regret to see introduced into any branch of British legislation, affecting any
class of His Majesty’s subjects. : . oo,

It is not my province perhaps to examine into the wisdom ofplacing in his Excellency’s
hands the power granted by the first article referred to, of refusing permissions for the
introduction of workmen or labourers, and consequently throwing upon his Excellency the
responsibility of so doing, I shall therefore limit myself to observing on this head, that in
any case of extreme emergency or overwhelming necessity that might possibly arise, it
could hardly be necessary to confer such a power by legislative enactment. That the
exercise of such a power under any other circumstances would necessarily be a source of
great discontentment and complaint, whilst, on the other hand, should that power never be
s0 exercised, as I confidently trust that under his Excellency’s government as at present
constituted it never will, the enactment would become utterly useless.
On the general policy of these enactments, inasmuch as their inevitable effect will be to

discourage the introduction into this colony of free workmen or labourers, it will hardly
be necessary for me to insist, such enactments may find advocates amongst those who are
entitled to dispose of the labour of emancipated slaves, and who, therefore, if employin
that labour themselves, are jealous of the introduction of rival industry, or if letting it for
hire, are anxious to maintain its price, interested calculations in which the share each
member must necessarily derive from the general prosperity of the community are unfortu-
nately sometimes not taken into account. They may also be approved by others, who
consider the continual intervention of the executive power in affairs which least require
it, as a necessary attribute of good government, and indispensable for the peace and security
of the community; but they can never be defended on principles of sound policy. To
promote the establishment of free labourers in this island by the means of premiums of
encouragement, would be a measure which the actual state of the colony imperiously
demands, and the strongest reasons, as well as some examples worthy of imitation, would
fully justify, did the financial situation of the colony permit such employment of any part of
the public revenues; whilst no example does to my knowledge in any civilised country, in
modern times at least, of the creation by legislative acts, of obstacles to the augmentation
of the labour and industry of a community. . ;
An objection to this view of the question has, however, been made, and indeed appears to

be pointed at by the law under consideration ; viz. that the immigration of a considerable
number of strangers would render more difficult the maintenance of public tranquillity.
I readily admit that public tranquillity is less liable to be disturbed in a thin than in
a dense population: it therefore follows, in course, that if the amount of the actual popula-
tion were reduced, the maintenance of public tranquillity would be thereby facilitated, and
this argument would consequently tend equally to justify measures for diminishing the
actual amount of population, or for preventing its increase ; such views as these, however,
can never be taken as a guide for fixing a line of policy to be pursued to the end of
ensuring the prosperity of the colony. The amount of capital that may reasonably be
expected to be employed .for the introduction of free labourers, is too limited to authorize
any apprehension that their number can ever, under any view of the question, prove too
considerable; and as to the maintenance of the King’s peace, I trust it cannot be seriously
apprehended that it can ever be attended with the least difficulty or embarrassment to His
Majesty’s Government, whilst, at all events, it is the duty of the community at large, of
which those labours would form a part, and to the revenues of which they would contribute
by indirect taxation, to place sufficient means to that effect at the disposal of the Govern-
ment, and to support all the expenses thereof.
My objections, however, to the enactments in question, repose on higher grounds than

those above adverted to, anxious as I am to avoid whatever might possibly be interpreted
as disrespectful to the legislative power, I feel it my duty to question the competency of
the authority by which the enactments referred to have been made.
The legislature of this island, in regulating within the limits prescribed to it, the internal

affairs of the colony, is bound to respect the constitutional rights of the rest of His
Majesty’s subjects. One of those rights is that of free circulation throughout His Ma-
jesty’s dominions. The exercise of this right may be limited by the royal prerogative, by
forbidding the departure of a British subject from Great Britain, or by recalling him thither
if absent therefrom. But this power vested in His Majesty has been considered 80
contrary to the liberty of the subject, that very few instances are on record of its ever
being exercised, and at all events, His Majesty’s royal prerogative does not extend so far
as to prohibit the entrance into his dominions of any of his subjects. His right has
again been curtailed, in one instance, by the supreme power of the state, in respect to

- British subjects settling in the possessions under the government of the Honourable East
India Company; but this restriction, which was perhaps justly supposed to be commanded
by political motives of paramount importance, and imposed, i believe, by the authority of
Parliament, does now no longer exist.

_ The dispositions of the Ordonnance to which I refer, were evidently intendedto be
directed against the introduction into this colony of field labourers, natives of the British
possessions in India, and as by the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 85, the government of those
possessions is continued to the Honourable East India Company, expressly in trust
only for the Crown of Great Britain, { conceived that no doubts could exist as to
those natives being British subjects, and entitled, ia as far as regards the prescnt question

at
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at least, toall rights appertaining to any other class of the same. I therefore purposed to

address his Excellency on whatI considered to be an infringement of those rights, as stated
in the correspondence hereinreferred to,and one of the principal arguments I intended to
employ was this, that if the government ofthis colony was legally entitled thus to infringe
the rights of His Majesty’s subjects, natives of India, it might equally claim the same
authority in respect to the subjects of His Majesty’s natives of Great Britain.

It was not without surprise that, on the promulgation of the Ordonnance in question,
I observed that the extreme case I had mcrely intended to put as an argument, is really
comprised in the operation of the clauses I have cited; I know not whether such was
really the intention of the framers of that Ordonnance, and indeed I can scarcely bring
myself to believe that it. could be so contemplated ; but infact, as those clauses are
worded, the mechanic, artificer or workman, natives of Great Britain, and the field labourer,
natives of India, are equally liable to be excluded from the colony, and the former is thus
deprived of a right appertaining to him by birth. Thus that which is beyond the limits of
His Majesty’s royal prerogative, is enacted by the local legislature of the island of Mauri-
tius, which exists only in virtue of an order of His Majesty in Council.
And a most remarkable feature of the dispositions referred to, is that His Majesty’s

subjects above-mentioned incur this disability provided only they have been provident
enough to ensure to themselves, by a previous agreement, the certainty of employment,
and therefore of the means of honest maintenance, on their arrival in the colony; whilst
the less meritorious, who have taken no engagement of that nature, require no license or
authorisation for coming into this colony.
One point of great importance remains yet to be noticed more particularly; it is the

enactment contained in the 24th article, whereby His Majesty’s subjects, whether natural
born or others, who enter this colonyunder an engagement to work for hire, are rendered
liable to transportation therefrom, without trial by the competent tribunals of the colony,
but the present observations being addressed to a British statesman, I feel that any com-
ments on such an enactment would be not only superfluous, but also unseemly.

In offering these observations to the consideration of His Majesty’s Government I cannot
refrain from expressing the anxious hope that, in justice to me, they may be attributed to
no other motive than an earnest desire that the legislation of this colony may be rendered,
as far as possible, conducive to the prosperity of the same, and under this sole limitation,
in so far as it may be absolutely requisite, conformable to the spirit of the British consti-
tution in all cases wherein the rights and liberties of His Majesty’s subjects at large are, as
in the present instance, materially interested.

I have, &e.,

(signed) § Hollier Griffiths.

Letters referred to in the present:

Letter addressed to the Chief Commissary of Police, dated 24th September 1835.
Letter from the Chief Commissary of Police, dated 25th September 1835.—Reply,

dated 26th September 1835.
Letter from the Chief Commissary of Police, dated 16th October 1835.
Idem, dated 2d November 1835.
Letter addressed to the Chief Commissary of Police, dated 4th November 1835.

(signed) il, G.
 

(Copies.)

To John Finniss, Chief Commissary of Police, Kc. &e. &e.

Sir, Port Louis, 24 September 1835.
_ We have the honour to hand you inclosed a copy, certified by us, of an agreement entered
into at Calcutta the 18th July last, by 100 labourers, of which 97, including a boy, have
arrived at this port, per ship Drongan, were landed yesterday, and have proceeded to the
following estates, where they will be employed:

31 To the estate La Barraque, at Grande Port;
26 To the estate of Mr. Mervenat, Pamplemousset ;
40 To the estate L’Union, at Mapou.

Considering the above labourers to be British subjects, we are not aware of the existence
of any obstacle to their coming into this colony, or of any obligation on our parts to furnish
any security to the government. As, however, it appears that the practice prevails here
of giving such security, and as any objections we might offer might be misinterpreted,
and thus prove prejudicial to the success of an enterprize, which may, perhaps, need the aid
and protection of the local government, we shall hold ourselves ready to enter into such
Feasonable arrangements and security us the said government may require.

We have, &c.

(signed) Paul Froberville, Griffiths & Co.
166,—IT,
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Police Department.

Messrs. P. Froberville, Griffiths & Co.

Gentlemen, Port Louis, 25 September 1835.
I wave had the honour to receive your letter of yesterday’s date respecting the Indians

recently landed from the Drongan, and I now beg to inclose you for signature the engage.
ment required on their account, which I will thank you to have stamped and returned to
this office. _, .
You will perceive that it is necessary to have the sanction of the government for the

introduction of these people, which can now be applied for.

IT have, &c.

(signed) John Finniss, Chief Commissary.

 

John Finniss, Esq., Chief Commissary of Police.

Sir, Port Louis, 26 September 1835.
WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the letter you have addressed to us under

yesterday’s date.
As we stated in the letter to which you reply, we consent to subscribe to the terms of

the engagement you have transmitted to us. We wish it, however, at the same time, to
be perfectly understood, that we cannot participate in the responsibility that may attach to
any of the labourers in question being sent out of the colony, otherwise than in virtue of
a sentence legally pronounced.
We would also request, in reference to the passage of the contract, which states, that we

have obtained the authorisation of government, that you would have the goodness to inform
us in virtue of what law that authorisation is required. We are assured that in other
cases it has been dispensed, with; but nevertheless, should the law require it, we shall
subscribe most readily thereto.

We have, &c.

(signed) Paul Froberville, Griffiths & Co.

 

Police Department.

Messrs. Frobervillle, Griffiths & Co.

Gentlemen, Port Louis, 16 October 1835.
Your letters to me ofthe 24th and 28th (26th) ultimo, respecting the Indian labourers

imported by you on the 2oth ultimo, having been submitted to his Excellency the Governor,
I have been directed to insist upon the usual security being given.

I have, &c.
(signed) John Finniss, Chief Commissary.

 

Police Department.

Messrs. Froberville, Griffiths & Co.

Gentlemen, Port Louis, 2 November 1835.

I sHALL be obliged by your favouring me with an answer to my letter of the 16th ultimo,

respecting the security for the Indian labourers, imported by you on the Drongan.

I have, &c.
(signed) John Finniss, Chief Commissary.

 

John Finniss, Esq., Chief Commissary of Police, &c. &c. &e.

Sir, Port Louis, 4 November 1835.

We beg to acknowledge receipt of the letters you have addressed to us under date 16th

ultimo and 2d instant. The pressure of our occupations connected with our claims to

indemnity under the Emancipation Bill, have alone prevented our replying at an earlier

moment to the former. .

In our previous correspondence we had consented to give to the government the security

demanded by you, and for which our agreement with the labourers in question goes to

secure us an indemnity, and we therefore read with surprise the concluding paragraph °

your letter of the 16th ultimo, since it could hardly be necessary to insist on receiving Wat

had never been refused.
“From the motives already stated, we return to you, stamped and signed by us, the engag®

ment transmitted to us by your letter of the 25th September.
We have felt it necessary to change that part ofsaid document which stated that we

declared we had obtained the permission of the government. This alteration does not effert
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the nature of the engagement, and we trust it cannot be the intention of government to
uire us to subscribe to an untruth.

n our last letter we requested you to inform us in virtue of what law such a permission

is necessary, and we regret to observe that no notice is taken thereof in your reply; yet it

would appear to us that a morereasonable request cannot be preferred by a subject than to
be informed what is the law he is required to obey.

In transmitting to you the enclosed engagement, we feel it our duty to repeat, that we

cannot consent to take upon ourselves any part of the legal responsibility that may attach

to the act of sending out of this colony any of the individuals in question, otherwise than

in virtue of a sentence pronounced by a competent tribunal. We feel it also our duty to

add, that our compliance in this instance must not on any future occasion be considered

to establish a precedent. ,

And regarding the formalities insisted uponby the government as tending to an infringe-

ment of the rights of His Majesty’s subjects, natives of India, and of our own, we beg to

apprise you that it is our intention to bring this case under the notice of His Majesty’s

Government.
We have, &c.

(signed) Paul Froberville, Griffiths & Co.

re

 

La conclusion de la lettre de Mr. Hollier Griffiths au Sécrétaire Colonial sur l’Ordon-
nance locale relative aux ouvriers et laboureurs ne permet pas de douter, contre sa propre
affirmation, que les motifs qui Vont porté A reclamer auprés du Gouvernement de Sa
Majesté contre plusieurs dispositions de cette Ordonnance, n’ont d’autre but que la
prospérité de Maurice, par Vaccroissement de son industrie, et le maintien des droits sacrés
de tout sujet Britannique, lors méme qu’on ne serait pas d’accord avec lui, ni sur l’applica-
tion des grands principes qu’il invoque, ni sur la justesse de ses vues; et bien que ce ne
soit que lorsqu’il s’est trouvé personnellement intéressé dans la question, qu’il a donné
4 son opposition le motif de Pintérét général.

Il eut été peut-étre plus conforme aux convenances et plus régulier que Mr. Griffiths
adressat son opinion 4 son Excellence le Gouverneur avant la discussion qui a eu lieu
au conseil legislatif, sur le projet de la dite Ordonnance publié dés le 3 Octobre dernier.
Son but eut été atteint de la méme maniére, soit que le conseillegislatif eit partagé sa
maniére de voir, soit que ses objections, si elles n’avaient pas été admises, eussent été
soumises avec l’Ordonnance elle-méme au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté.
Le principal et pour ainsi dire le seul argument de Mr. Griffiths consiste en ceci; que

les laboureurs Indiens qui sont introduits dans la colonie étant des sujets Britanniques,
c’est porter atteinte aux droits que comme tels, ils ont de circuler dans tout l’empire
Britannique, que de les assujetir aux conditions et formalités prescrites par Ord. No.
On n’a jamais entendu contester cette qualité aux laboureurs Indiens dont il s’agit, pas

plus qu’a tous ceux qui habitent aucune possession ou territoire dépendant de la Grande
Bretagne, quoique cependant il puisse Ctre mis en question si la plupart de ces individus
ne sont pas sujets de princes étrangers.

Il n’est pas nécessaire d’examiner non plus ici si le titre de sufet Britannique et les droits
qui en dérivent ne sont pas susceptibles, selon les lieux et les circonstances, de distinctions
et de modifications essentielles; si pour celui qui n’a acquis cette qualité que par Ja con-
quéte ou la cession du pays, les droits sont partout absolument les mémes que pour le sujet
dorigine, ou plutdt s’ils ne sont pas relatifs et limités pour les uns, et dans le sens le plus
absolu pour les autres.
Ce sont des questions d’une haute importance, et qui ne me paraissent pas se rattacher

au sujet actuel, ‘
Mais ce point concédé, il n’en resulte pas que la seconde partie de la proposition de

Mr. Griffiths soit vraie pour le cas et dans les circonstances od 11 veut l’appliquer.
Il reste a examiner la question de savoir si le sujet Britannique, né sous les lois et la

constitution de la Grande Bretagne, lorsqu’il habite un pays qui, bienque sous la domination
Anglaise, est regi par des lois differentes de celles de VAngleterre, n’est pas tenu de s’y
conformer.

C’est une exception commune a toutes les métropoles que leurs colonies sont régies,
quant a leur administration intérieure, par des lois particuliéres, parceque les élements de
la société n’y étant pas les mémes qu’en Europe (surtout lorsque Vesclavage existait), le

meme systéme de legislation n’y est pas applicable.
_ En France, Vancienne métropole de Maurice, la constitution méme consacre cette excep-

tion. Ses colonies sont régies par des Ordonnances Royales.
Les colonies Anglaises autres que celles qui ont une legislature, le.sont par des ordres de
a Majesté en Conseil, ou par des Ordonnances locales approuvées par Sa Majesté.

_ C'est par une consequence de ce principe que, sous le gouvernement Frangais de Mau-
Tice, un arrété du capitaine-general en date du 28 Avril 1808 avait déterminé les conditions
auxquelles tout arrivant dans la colonie (il s’agissait particulicrement des Frangais) €tait
soumis et les formalités qu’il avait  remplir.
A defaut ou sur le refus de s’y conformer il en était reféré au capitaine-général qui

pouvait ordonner l’expulsion de l’individu.
Si cet arrété n’existait que dans le recueil des anciennes lois Frangaises, on pourrait

eut-Ctre mettre en doute si elle est au nombre de celles qui ont survécu au changement
@ domination.
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Mais elle a été considérée tellement sage et tellement nécéssaire a la tranquillité et a Ia
police intérieure du pays, qu’elle a été renouvellée, avec un pouvoir plus étendu accordé
a lautorité supérieure, 4 )’égard de toute personne arrivant pour la premiére fais dans la
colonie, par la proclamation du Gouverneur Farquhar, en date du 18 Mai 1816.

L’article 12 de cette loi porte: “ Tous passagers arrivant dans la colonie seront tenus en
débarquant de se rendre aussitét au bureau de la police, pour y déclarer leurs noms, leur
profession, leurs moyens d’existence, et les personnes auxquelles il peuvent étre adréssés,
immédiatement aprés, ils seront tenus de se présenter au bureau du sécrétaire en chef du
gouvernement, et dans le cas ot ils désireraientse fixerdans la colonie, ils ne pourront le
faire sans en avoir préalablement obtenu une permission spéciale du gouvernement, laquelle
sera délivrée par le dit sécrétaire en chef, et cette permission sera de suite en régistrée au
bureau de la police générale.”

Larticle 13 soumet tous passagers, s’ils ne sont pas bien connus, quoique ayant un état,
4 produire pour caution une personne domiciliée. ;

(Il ne s’agit pas 14 d’un étranger pour lequel il y a des lois spéciales, et qui est, dans
tous les cas, tenu de fournir caution.)

Larticle 18 défend aux habitants de recevoir chez eux, ou prendre a leur service comme
ouvriers ou autrement, aucun individu qui n’exhiberait pas le permis prescrit 4 peine d’une
amende de soixante piastres, $ 60.

Cet article était particulitrement applicable au cas ot s’est trouvé Mr. Griffiths lors de
sa correspondance avec le commissaire en chef de la police.

L’exécution de cette loi n’a jamais donné lieu 4 aucune plainte sous les deux gouverne-
mens Francais et Anglais. Personne avant Mr. Griffiths n’y avait vu une violation flagrante
des droits de sujets Britanniques ou des citoyens Frangais.
On y a reconnu au contraire une mesure de prévoyance et de police intérieure dont le

but était de ne pas admettre indistinctement au milieu d’une population dont la classe
inférieure et ignorante forme, dans une grande proportion, la partie !a plus nombreuse, des
individus sans moralité, ni moyens d’existence, plus propres 4 y jeter le trouble et le
désordre qu’a augmenter ses moyens d’industrie.
La nouvelle Ordonnance, dans les dispositions critiquées par Mr. Griffiths, est basé sur

le méme principe de sécurité et de conservation, que les circonstances et le besoin d’auto-
Tiser tout d’un coup introduction en masse dans la colonie d’un grand nombre de merce-
naires, rendait encore d’une nécessité plus évidente.

Les lois générales dans les colonies ne sont pas non plus celles de la Grande Bretagne.
A Maurice, par exemple, la loi sur les successions, toute la loi civile, les lois méme

politiques, les lois criminelles, celles sur Ja liberté individuelle, different essentiellement
des lois de la Grande Bretagne, et cependant tous les sujets Britanniques 4 Maurice, sans
distinction d’origine, y sont soumis. Le jury, institution si éminemment nationale, n’y
existe pas, et cependant le tribunal criminel, tel qu’il y est institué, prononce sur la vie ou
la mort de tout sujet Britannique.

Pourquoi done celui-ci ne serait-il pas soumis A une loi de police intérieure qui ne le
repousse pas du pays, mais qui, s'il y vient sans aucune de ces garanties qui sont partout
nécéssaires au repos de la société, le soumet a quelques formalités, et ne l’expose a étre
renvoyé du pays que s'il devient nuisible a la tranquillité publique.

Cela s’applique surtout a cette classe de laboureurs Indiens qui par leurs meeurs, leurs
usages et leurs habitudes, et leur religion, sont de véritables étrangers dans tout autre pays
que le leur. .

Et qu’on veuille bien considérer que ce n’est pas de leur propre mouvement que ces
hommes s’expatrient et qu’ils viennent 4 Maurice, poussés par le besoin, y demander un
asile et du travail. On pourrait trouver une sorte d’inhumanité a les repousser.
Ce sont des contractants de Maurice, des spéculateurs qui vont les chercher et les

entrainent hors de chez eux sous l’appat d’un salaire plus fort que celui qu’ils peuventy
obtenir. ;
Iya plus; la condition principale de leur engagement est qu’aprés son expiration ils

seront reconduits dans leur pays aux frais de celui auquel ils ont loué leurs services. Ils se
considérent donc aux-mémes comme des étrangers transportés temporairement dans un
pays autre que celui qui est leur véritable patrie.
La mesure dont il s’agit n’a d’ailleurs pas pour objet leur exclusion—elle a un but tout

contraire! Elle tend seulement en autorisant et favorisant l’introduction d’hommes utiles
et laborieux, 4 empécher qu’on ne transporte dans la colonie la lie des bazards de Vande
et avec elle des germes de désordre. Tout société a droit de repousser de son sein et a
plus forte raisun de ne pas y admettre tout ce qui peut compromettre son existence et 8@
tranquillité.
Et dans quel moment cette crainte salutaire est-elle écoutée et des précautions si sages

sont-elles prises? C’est lorsque cette nouvelle population est mise immédiatement en
contac avec elle des nouveaux apprentis 4 peine sortis de V’esclavage, encore susceptibles de
toutes les impressions, et auxquelles il est si important, au premier degré de la civilisation,
de ne donner que des idées et des exemples d’ordre, de travail et de subordination. Ce but
sera manqué s'il est permis de les méler avec tous les vagabonds et tous les gens sans aveu
dont 1’Inde fourmille !

C’est un essai que fait la colonie de Maurice, peut-étre plus favorisée sous ce rapport
qu’aucune autre colonie, Et qui peut dire quelle influence aura ce mélange d’individus

avec les mcours, leurs usages et leurs vices, sur notre population indigéne, surtoutquand

elle sera entirérement hbre? Il ne serait pas impossible que celle-ci se considérant comme

une race supérieure ne contractat de l’éloignement pour le travail de la terre. Le temps et
Vexperience  
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jexpérience décideront cette question d’économie sociale, Il appartient A mm gouverne-
ment sage d’y donner son attention. I] faut donc ne s’avancer qu’avec prudence dans cette
nouvelle voie! . ;
Mr. Griffiths voit,dans les mesures qui font Pobjet de sa critique, un grand obstacle

apporté a lessor de Vindustrie. . Ce n’est qu’une supposition gratuite de sa part, et jusqu’a
resent les faits sont contraires 4 son assertion. ‘Tous les travailleurs Indiens qu’on a voulu

qntroduire ont été admis sans difficulté, parceque chacun de ces individus ne portant pas
avec lui son certificat de moralité, ce n’est que par sa conduite dans la colonie qu’on
pourra juger s'il est digne de VYadmission qui lui aura été accordée; ce qui prouve que la
nouvelle ordonnance n’est pas contre l’admission des laboureurs Indiens, mais seulement
contre ceux qui deviendraient une charge et un danger pour le pays: par conséquent elle

n’est pas contre l'industrie agricole, mais bien au contraire en sa faveur; car ce ne sont pas
des hommes vicieux et inutiles qu’il faut 4 l’industrie.
At surplus ces précautions ont été dictées par l’expérience locale.
Déja un premier essai semblable avait été fait sous l’administration de Sir Charles’

Colville en 1830.
Mais soit que le choix des hommes introduits de toutes les parties de I’Inde ait été fait

avec trop peu de soin, soit aussi qu’il n’existat pas de moyens de coercition suffisans pour
les maintenir dans le devoir et la discipline, tous se refusérent bientdét au travail, aban-
donnérent leurs atéliers, couvrirent les routes et encombrérent les rues et la police du
Port Louis. Les maitres s’empressérent de demander leur renvoi de la colonie dont ils
menacaient la tranquillité, et sans ]’heureuse précaution que le gouverneur avait prise alors,
comme aujourd’hui, d’assujetir les introducteurs 4 un cautionnement pour répondre des
frais de debarquement des personnes introduites, le trésor public aurait été exposé 4 une
dépense considérable.

fr. Griffiths connaissait ces faits et n’ignorait pas la condition A laquelle tous les
habitans, d’un commun accord, s’étaient soumis alors, lorsqu’il demandait au commissaire
en chef de la police de quel droit il opposait des conditions a la libre circulation de ses
Indiens sujets Britanniques.

Aussi ’ordonnance gui a érigé en loi cette ancienne mesure du gouvernement, a-t-elle
obtenu l’assentiment général? Beaucoup d’observations ont été envoyées au gouverneur, pour
étre soumises au Conseil Legislatif lors de la discussion, mais pas une seule n’a eu pour
objet de réclamer contre les dispositions blamées par Mr. Griffiths, pui se dit cependant
Porgane de l’intérét général.

Aujourd’hui le nombre des travailleurs Indiens introduits est déja plus considérable
qu'il ne l’a été sous le gouvernement de Sir Charles Colville. Plusieurs exemples de refus
de travail et d’insubordination ont déja eu lieu mais on a réussi avec de la prudence et de
la fermeté a faire rentrer les mutins dans le devoir. Quelques cas ont fait regretter que la
loi n’ait pas autorisé Je magistrat 4 infliger le chatiment corporel, peine de discipline admise
dans leur pays.
Mr. Griffiths trouve exorbitant et arbitraire le pouvoir donné au gouverneur d’autoriser

ou de ne pas autoriser l’introduction de travailleurs libres.
Si d’aprés qui vient d’étre exposé, le principe de la loi est admis, ce pouvoir ne peut étre

remis en d’autres mains, puisque l’autorité administrative et exécutive résident dans les
colonies dans la personne a gouverneur, assisté d’ailleurs, au besoin, de son conseil.
_Ce pouvoir est indispensable, si disposé méme que le gouverneur pourrait étre 4 n’en

faire que rarement usage. Ne pourrait il pas arriver du moment ou cette irruption de
laboureurs Indiens excéderait ce que les besoins et la sureté méme du pays peuvent
comporter. Faudra-t-il attendre le mal. pour y remédier par une mesure spéciale et
nécessairement arbitraire? Et ne vaut il pas mieux au contraire en prévoir la possibilité
en donnant d’avance a l’autorité supérieure le pouvoir nécéssaire.
Je blame surtout l’autorité donneé au gotiverneur de renvoyer de la colonie ceux de ces

travailleurs qui se rendraient coupables de délits contre l’ordre public.
Mr. Griffiths commet a ce sujet une étrange méprise; il confond le renvoi de ces hommes

dans leur pays avec la déportation qui est une peine infamante, que les tribunaux seuls
peuvent prononcer et qu’il compare avec la transportation qui est aussi dans les lois pénales
de Angleterre.

Rien ne se ressemble moins. Le pouvoir donné ici au gouverneur est le méme que

celui qu'il a a l'égard des étrangers qu’on refuse d’admettre dans lacolonie ou qu’on renvoie
dans leur patrie. C’est A Végard des laboureurs Indiens l’exécution anticipeé de la condi-
tion de leur engagement. a 4
Le cas rentre alors dans la question générale qui a déja été traitée, de savoir si ces

Indiens, tout sujets Britanniques qu’ils sont, peuvent ¢tre assimilés pour la colonie et dans
les circonstances od ils y arrivent & des étrangers, et soumis la loi de police qui ne les
y admet que sous de certaines conditions. .
._ Jusqu’au cautionnement exigé de ceux qui introduiraient un certain nombre de ces
individus dans la colonie, qui a été Vobjet de la critique de Mr. Griffiths, et c’est en effetpar
1a que son opposition A commencé. Tout le monde s’y était soumis sans difficulté méme
avant la publication de la nouvelle ordonnance. Mr. Griffiths a mis une sorte d’amour

Propre a ne pas agir et penser comme tout le monde. . .
Ce cautionnement loin d’étre un obstacle 4 Vintroduction de ces travailleurs libres est au

Contraire une garantie en faveur de ces individus eux-mémes, autant qu’en faveur de

Vordre public. Sans cette garantie, qu’arriverait-il? C’est que Phabitant mécontent d’un
mat choix duquel il n’aura pas pris de part et qu'il aura regu du premier spécula-
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teur venu, le chassera de chez lui, et que cet homme mal noté, et ne pouvant plus trouver de
travail, sera un vagabond sans asyle et sans moyens d’éxistence. Il sera conséqueminent
a la charge du pays et il faudra que la colonie fasse les frais de son assage pour I’Inde,
Déja sans cette condition il y en aurait un grand nombre dans ce cas la. II faudrait alorg
un plus grand nombre d’agens de police, ce serait une branche de plus a ajouter aux
dépenses publiques et l’on ne manquerait pas de s’en prendre 4 Vimprévoyance du gou-
vernement.

Mr. Griffiths trouve ce cautionnement indéterminé et arbitraire.
La formule annexée 4 Vordonnance en indique toute l’étendue. Ce n’est pas une
nalité envers le maitre, c’est uniquement le remboursement du prix de passage pour

Inde et des frais de nourriture et d’hdpital que le gouvernement aurait été dans le cas de
ayer depuis la détention de l’individu jusqu’d son embarquement. Or ces frais se réduisent
a trés peu de chose, parceque l’Indien est ’homme le plus sobre de Ja terre, et que le prix
demandé pour leur passage est connu et trés borné.
Mais le dernier argument de Mr. Griffiths est que la loi, telle qu’elle est, s’appliquerait

méme a Pouvrier et a l’artisan qui viendrait d’Angleterre pour s’établir 4 Maurice.
Ce raisonnement est une contradiction de Mr. Griffiths avec lui-méme, car il implique

nécéssairement une distinction entre le sujet Britannique en Angleterre et l’Indien, pour
lequel il réclame tous les droits de sujet Britannique, et la libre circulation dans toutes les
arties de empire.
Il est évident cependant que tel n’est pas en effet l’esprit et le but de la nouvelle ordon-

nance qui a particuliérement en vue les travaiileurs libres engagés dans l’Inde.
Dans le projet d’ordonnance qui a été publié avant la discussion au Conseil Legislatif,

il y avait les mots “ laboureurs trangers,” qui se retrouvent encore dans le préambule de
Yordonnance, et ga été précisement pour éviter l’application de cette qualité d’étrangers (prise
dans un sens trop absolu) 4 des sujets Britanniques qu’on y a substitué la phrase, “Il ne
pourra €tre introduit de Vextérieur,” sans songer 4 l’Angleterre dont il n’est pas probable
wils s’expatrient des troupes de travailleurs pour venir cultiver la terre, sous le tropique,

a Vile Maurice.
Il résulte d’ailleurs des articles 17, 18 et 1g combinés entr’eux et avec le préambule de

Yordonnance, qu’ils ont spécialement pour objet les engagements qui seraient contractés
pour introduire dans la colonie des travailleurs -librésen masse et par bandes vinssent-ils
méme d’Angleterre que dans l’intérét général du pays autant que dans celui des engagés
eux-mémes, et pour qu’ils ne fussentpas la victime de fausses spéculations, l’autorisation
du gouverneur serait encore nécéssaire, parceque cette autorisation serait pour ces indi-
vidus eux-mémes une garantie qui’ls trouveront de l’emploi et du travail dans le lieu pour

lequel ils se seraient ¢ngagés.
Mais il est évident aussi que ces dispositions ne s’appliqueraient pas 4 tout ouvrier ou

artisan sujet Britannique-qui viendrait isolément et de son propre mouvement pour exercer
a Maurice son état et son industrie.

Celui 1a se trouverait dans le cas de lart. 13 de la Proclamation du 18 Mai 1816, qui
soumet tout arrivant, s'il n’est pas bien connu, 4 se faire cautionner par une personne
domiciliée.

Il n’y a rien d’arbitraire ni de rizoureux dans une semblable formalité; qui n’est qu'une
mesure ordinaire de police. C’est bien la moindre chose que celui qui arrive dans un pays,
dans une colonie surtout, trop souvent le refuge de ceux quise sont dérobés ailleurs 4
Vatteinte des lois, se fasse connaitre 4 l’autorité du lieu. II suffit méme ordinairement d’un
répondant dont on n’exige pas de cautionnement.

Cette mesure n’est appliquée qu’aux etrangers.
(signé) P. D’Epinay,

Port Louis, 5 Janvier 1836. Proc. et Adt-General.

 

(Translation.)

Tue conclusion of the letter of Mr. Hollier Griffiths to the Colonial Secretary, on the
local Ordinance relating to the workmen and labourers, does not permit me to doubt
(although he affirms the contrary) that the motives which induced him to make representa-
tions to His Majesty’s Government against several dispositions of that Ordinance, were
based on a desire to extend the prosperity of the Mauritius by the increase of its industry
and the maintenance of the sacred rights of every British subject; and this notwithstanding
the government should disagree with him on the application of the great principles he
invokes, and on the rectitude of his views ; and although it was only when he felt himsel
personally interested in the question, that he has given to his opposition the plea of general

interest.
It would perhaps have been more regular and courteous for Mr. Griffiths to have for--

warded his opinion to his Excellency the Governor, previously to the discussionwhich

took *vlace in the Legislative Council on the project of the said Ordinance,published

on the gra of October last. His object would have been equally accomplished by this
measure, whether it had pleased the Legislative Council to have adopted his suggestions,

or to have forwarded his objection, if deemed inadmissible, together with the Ordinance

itself, to the Home Government.
The chief and indeed almost the only argument of Mr. Griffiths consists in this, that the

Indian labourers who were introduced into the colony being British subjects, it ig an inva-

sion of the privilege which they possess, as such, to travel to and fro in all partswoah
Tits
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British dominion’: to subject them to the conditions and formalities prescribed by the
dinance, No. 10.

Ott is not known that this privilege of the Indian labourers in question has ever been
doubted any more than that possessed by all those who reside in any possession, territory,
or dependency of Great Britain, although it may be disputed whether the major part of
these Indian labourers are not the subjects of foreign princes.

It is not necessary to examine here whether the term British subject and the privileges
attached to it are not, according to places and circumstances, susceptible of important
division and modification; whether the person who acquires this quality by conquest or
cession, possesses everywhere precisely the same privileges as a natural born subject, or
whether the rights of the former are not construed in a relative and limited sense, whilst
those of the latter are recognized as absolute.

These are questions of great importance which do not appear to me to belong to the
resent subject.
But this point conceded, it does not follow that the second part of the proposition of

Mr. Griffiths is correct in the case and circumstances to which he would apply it.
It remains for us to examine this question, whether the British subject, born within the

laws and constitution of Great Britain, is not, when he is inhabiting a country which,
although within British dominions, is governed by different laws than those of England,
compelled to pay obedience to such laws.

It is a distinction common to every metropolis, that their colonies are governed, as to
their internal administration, by special laws, because the elements of society are not the
same therein as in Europe (especially when slavery existed); the same system of legislature
is not applicable.

In France, the former, metropolis of the Mauritius, the constitutionitself has determined
this distinction; the colonies are governed by royal Ordinances.
The English colonies, other than those which possess a legislative assembly, are governed

by Orders of the King in Council, or by local Ordinances approved of by His Majesty.
It is by virtue of this principle, that, under the French Government of the Mauritius, an

arrété of the Captain-general, bearing date the 28th April 1808, established the conditions
to which every person arriving in the colony (it relates especially to Frenchmen) should be
subjected, and the formalities he had to fulfil.

In default of, or refusal to comply with the same, the matter was referred to the Captain-
general, who could order the forced departure of the individual.

If this arrété were only to be found in the collection of the old French laws,’ a rea-
sonable doubt might arise, whether it had not fallen into desuetude, or whether it could be
considered as among those which have survived the change of domination.
But it has been deemed so prudent and essentially necessary to the tranquillity and

internal police of the country, as to have been renewed with a greater latitude of power
to the chief authority with regard to every person arriving for the first time in the colony,
by a proclamation of Governor Farquhar, bearing date the 18th May 1816.
The 12th article of this law runs thus: “ All persons arriving in the colony shall be bound,

on landing, to go to the police-office, and there make a declaration of their names, profession
and means of subsistence, and the individual to whom they are addressed; immediately
afterwards they shall go to the chief secretary’s office, and in case they intend to establis
themselves in the colony, they shall not be permitted to do so without having first obtained
the special authority of the government, which shall be delivered by the chief secretary in

. Writing, and immediately registered at the general police-office.”
The 13th article subjects every passenger, unless well known, although he may have

a profession, to furnish the security of a domiciled inhabitant. (This does not relateto
a foreigner, for with regard to such there are special laws; he is obliged in all cases to give
security.)
The 18th article prohibits the inhabitants from receiving or taking into their service as

workmen or otherwise, any individual who shall not produce the prescribed authority, under
pain ofa fine of 60 2. sterling.

This article is especially applicable to the case in which Mr. Hollier Griffiths was placed
atthe period of his correspondence with the chief commissary of police.

The execution of this law has never given rise to any complaint under either the French
or the English Government. No one before Mr. Griffiths could discover in it an open
violation of the tights of British subjects or of French citizens. .
Cn the contrary, it has been acknowledged to be a measure of foresight and of internal

police, the object of which was not to permit the indiscriminate introduction of persons
without morality or means, among a population of which the lower and ignorant class
formed the greatest part; it was felt that such a promiscuous introduction would be more
calculated to sow tumult and disorder than to increase the industry of the country.
The new Ordinance, in the dispositions commented on by Mr. Griffiths, is based on

the same’ principle of security and good order, which the circumstances and the necessity

for permitting the introduction en masse into the colony of a great number of mercenaries,
rendered again of the most apparent necessity. ..
The general laws in force in the colony are not, moreover, those of Great Britain.

At the Mauritius, for example, the law on successions, the whole of the civil law, the
pws of a political nature, the criminal laws, and those of individual liberty, differwidely
Tom the laws of Great Britain; nevertheless, all the British subjects at the Mauritius,
without distinction of birth, are subject to them. The Jury, an institution so eminently
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national, does not exist, and yet the criminal court, as it is at present constituted, sits on the
life and death of every British subject.
Why, therefore, should not the British subject be subjected to a law of internal police

which does not drive him from the colony; but which, if he comes without any of those
guarantees which are everywhere necessary for the peace of society, subjects him to certain
formalities, and only exposes him to be sent from the country in case he shall become
dangerous to the public tranquillity. ;

This is, above all, applicable to the lower class of Indian labourers, who, by their
manners, their usages, their customs and their religion, are perfect strangers in every other
country but their own.

Let it also be remembered that it is not of their own spontaneous movement that those
men expatriate themselves and come to the Mauritius, driven by want to seek an asylum
and labour; there may exist a species of inhumanity in rejecting them. It is the contrac.
tors of the Mauritius, speculators, who go in quest of them and drag them from their
home, under the enticement of greater wages than they can obtain where they are.

"Lhere is something more: the chief condition of their agreement is, that, after its expira-
tion, they shall be taken back to their country at the cost of the person who has hired them.
They, therefore, consider themselves as strangers, removed for a time into another country
than that which they deem their own.

Moreover, the measure in question has not for its object their exclusion, but the direct
contrary; it tends only, in authorizing and encouraging the introduction of useful and
laborious men, to prevent the bringing to the colony of the refuse of the Indian bazars, and
with such, the germs of disorder. Every society has the right of rejecting from its circle,
and consequently of not admitting into it, anything likely to compromise its existence or
tranquillity.
At what moment is this salutary fine to be felt, and wise and prudent precautionary

measures to be taken? It is when this new population is put into immediate contact with
the new apprentices just emerging from slavery, still susceptible of every impression; and
to whom it is of importance, at the first step towards civilization, to give idea and examples
of order, labour and discipline. This end would be frustrated if permission were given to
associate them with all the vagabonds and all the idlers with which India swarms.

It is a trial which the colony of the Mauritius is taking; more fortunate, perhaps, in this
respect than any other colony. Who can say what influence this medley of individuals
with their manners, their usages, and their vices, will have on our indigenous population,
especially when it shall become wholly free? It is not impossible that the latter, consider-
ing themselves of a superior class, may contract a disgust for agricultural or field labour.
Time and experience will decide this question of social economy. It is the part of a wise
government to give to it a serious attention; it is, therefore, necessary to proceed with
caution in the new order of things.

Mr. Griffiths sees, in the measures which form the object of his criticism, a great obstacle
to the progress of industry; this is a gratuitous supposition on his part, for, up to the
present period, facts are opposed to his assertions. All the Indian labourers that it has been
desirous of introducing have been admitted without difficulty, because each of those indi-
viduals, not bringing with him a certificate of good conduct, it is only by his conduct in the
colony that a judgment can formed whether he be worthy of the admission which has been
granted or not; which proves, of itself, that the local ordinance is not adverse to the admis-
sion of Indian labourers, but only to the introduction of those who might become a burthen
on, or dangerous to, the country; and that, consequently, the law is not hostile to agricul-
tural labour, but, on the contrary, favourable to it; it is not vicious and useless men that
are required forhusbandry. Superadded to which, these precautions have been dictated by
local experience.

Already a similar attempt was made, and for the first time, under the administration of
Sir Charles Colville, in 1830.
But whether the selection of the men introduced from the several parts of India had been

carelessly made, or that there were not sufficient coercive means for the maintenance of
order and discipline, all within a short time refused to work, abandoned their places of
labour, crowded the public roads, and filled the streets and the police-office of Port Louis.
The masters hastened to solicit their being sent from the colony, the tranquillity of which
they endangered; and had it not been for the prudent and fortunate precaution which the
governor at that period took, and as is practised now, to require security from the party
introducing them, to answer for any expense consequent on their introduction, the public
treasury would have been exposed to a considerable outlay.

Mr. Griffiths knew these facts, and was not ignorant of the conditions to which all the
inhabitants with one common consent had submitted themselves, when he demanded of the
chief commissary of police by what right he imposed conditions on the spontaneous move
ments of those Indian British subjects.
The ordinance also, which gave the authority of Jaw to this ancient measure of the

government, met with general apprcbation. Many observations were forwarded to the
governor for submission to the Legislative Council, at the period of its discussion, but not
one had for its object any complaint against the dispositions censured by Mr. Griffiths, who,
notwithstanding, says that he speaks in the interests of all.
On this day the number of Indian labourers introduced surpasses that under the govern-

ment of Sir Charles Colville. Several examples of insubordination and refusal to work have
already taken place; but with a becoming prudence and firmness means have been taken to
compel the return of the delinquents to their duty. Some cases have given cause to regret

tha
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that the law did not empower the magistrate to inflict corporal chastisement, the disci-
linary punishment authorized in their own country.
Mr. Griffiths qualifies as monstrous and arbitrary the power given to the Governor to

ermit or refuse the introduction of Indian labourers.
If, after what has been said, the principlesof the law be admitted, this power cannot be

entrusted to other hands, since the administrative and executive authority in the colonyare vested in the person of the Governor, assisted, if need be, by his council.
This power is indispensable; so disposed also that the Governor may be rarely called uponto exercise it. Maynot a period arrive when this influx of Indian labourers may exceed the

wants, orbe inconsistent with the safety of the colony? Must we await the evil in order
to remedy it by a special measure necessarily arbitrary? Were it not better, on the con-
trary, to guard against the possible contingency by vesting in the chief authority all
necessary power ?

Mr. Griffiths especially blames the authority given to the Governor to send out of the
colony those of such labourers who shall not have been guilty of crimes against public
order.
He here commits a great error ; he confounds the sending of those men to their country

with transportation, which is an infamous punishment which the courts alone can pto~
nounce and which ne confounds also with transportation, which is a punishment in the

enal laws of England.
J Nothing can be more dissimilar. The power which is given to the Governor here is the
same as that which he possesses with regard to foreigners, whose admission into the colony
is refused, or who are sent back to their country ; with reference to the Indian labourers, it
is but the anticipated execution of the condition of their agreement.
The case also comes under the general question which has already been treated of,

namely, whether those Andians, British sub ects as they are, can be assimilated in the
colony and under the circumstances in which they arrive therein to foreigners, and be sub-
ject to the law of police, which only admits them under certain conditions.

Even the security required from those who introduce a certain number of these indivi-
duals into the colony, has met with the animadversions of Mr. Griffiths; and it is in effect

_with this that his opposition commences. Every person had submitted to it without
remonstrance, even before the publication of the new Ordinance. Mr. Griffiths has imposed
upon himself a certain “ amour propre” not to act or think like other people.

This security, so far from being an obstacle to the introduction of those free labourers, is,
on the contrary, a safeguard to the individuals themselves, as well as beneficial to the
maintenance of public order. Without this guarantee what would happen? The planter,
dissatisfied with a labourer in the choice of whom he had no share, and whom he may have
received from the first speculator who offers, would dismiss him; and this man, with a bad
character and unable to procure work, would become a vagabond, without home or the
means of subsistence. He would consequently be a burthen to the country, and the colony
would be compelled to pay his passage to India. Already, but for this security, a great
numberof individuals would have been so situated. In such case a greater number of
police agents would be necessary; it would be another item of expense to add to the public
expenditure ; and voices would not be wanting to attribute it to the lack of foresight of the
government.
Mr. Griffiths finds this security to be indefinite and arbitrary.
The form annexed to the Ordmance sets it further at iength; it is not a penalty inflicted

on the master, it is simply the repayment of the amountof the passage money to India,
and the cost of maintenance and hospital expenses which the government may have to pay,
from the detention of the individual to the period of his embarkation; moreover these
expenses are reduced to a mere trifle, because the Indian is the soberest man on earth, and
the amount required for his passage is known and trivial.
But the last argument of Mr. Griffiths is, that the law as it stands is applicable to the

workmen and atiificer who shall come from England to establish himself at the Mauritius.
This argument is in contradiction with Mr. Griffiths himself, since it necessarily implies

a distinction between the British subject in England and the Indian, for whom he claims
the rights of a British subject, and free ingress and egress in and from every part of the

pie.
Mt is evident however that such is not, in effect, the spirit and object of the new Ordi-

nance, which had especially in view the free labourers hired in India.
In the project of the Ordirance which was published before the discussion in the Legis-

lative Council, there were the words “ foreign labourers,” which are still to be found in the
preamble of the Ordinance, aud it was precisely to avoid the application of the word
‘foreigner ” (taken in too absolute a sense) to British subjects that this phrase was sub-

stituted, “ there shall not be introduced from abroad,” without dreaming of England, from
which country it is not probable that bands of labourers would expatriate themselves to
cultivate the soil under the tropic at the Mauritius.

lt results further from the 17th, 18th, and 1gth articles, taken collectively with the
Prauible of the Ordinance, that such articles had principally for object the contracts
May should be entered into for the introduction into the colony of free labourers in
want cts or in bands. Should they even come from England, the general interest of the
the «ysas well as that of the hired parties themselves (in order that they may not become
sary tims of mistaken speculations), would render still the authority of the governor neces-
thee peause this authority, or permission, would be a guarantee to the individuals, that
¢yshould find employment in the spot wherein they had covenanted to labour. But it is
106.—1]}. evident,
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evident, also, that these dispositions are not applicable to every British workman or arti.
ficer who shall come alone, and of his own accord, to the Mauntius, to exercise his business
or calling; such person would become subject to the application of the 13th article of the
proclamation of the 18th May 1816, which requires that every person arriving (if he be not
well known) shall furnish the security of some domiciled inhabitant. ——

There is nothing arbitrary or vexatious in such a formality; it is nothing more than an
ordinary rule of police. It is exacting very little of a party who arrives in a country, and
above all, in a colony too often the refuge of those who seek shelter from the application of
the laws, to require of him to make himself known to the authority of the place; it usually
suffices that a responsible person presents himself without requiring security. This latter
measure is onlyenforced against foreigners.

 

Port Louis, § January 1836. (signed) P. D’Epinay, Proc.-Genl,

—No. 290.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 May 1836.
I nAvE received your Despatch, dated the 23d of January last, inclosing two

Ordinances passed by yourself, with the advice of the council of government of
Mauritius, on the 2d November last. These documents did not reach me until
the 21st instant. I have lost no time in bringing them under the consideration of
the King; and, by His Majesty’s commands, I address to you the following com-
munication respecting them.
You refer to the preamble of the Ordinance No. 16, as completely setting

“ forth the object of this law.” That preamble, after adverting to the abolition
of slavery, to the consequent changes in the habits of the colony, to the natural
inclination to sloth of persons passing from slavery to freedom, to the daily
introduction into the colony of foreign labourers, and to the inadequacy of
existing laws to compel the lower classes of society to labour, proceeds to declare
it “ necessary that measures should be taken of a nature to conciliate the main-
tenance of good order, the demands of industry and agriculture, as well as to
protect the respective interests of masters and servants.” This preamble appears
to me wanting not only in perspicuity, but in adaptation to the enactments which
follow. The design of the law might more accurately have been described as the
substitution of some new coercion for that state of slavery which has been
abolished ; the effect of it, at least, is to establish a compulsory system scarcely
less rigid, and in some material respects even less equitable than that of slavery
itself;
The Ordinance commences (sect. 1) by directing an annual census to be made

of all the inhabitants of the colony. To accomplish such an object, with an
"approach to accuracy, requires a large body of minute regulations, especially in
reference to the case’of those who are too young, too infirm, or too ignorant to
perform aright the duty of returning their own names. But this enactment
disposes of the whole subject in a single sentence, subjecting every person who
shall not make a return comprising the various particulars enumerated, to a penalty
not exceeding 22. Such legislation cannot but be attended by great uncertainty
and much occasional injustice. But I pass to the more immediate and impor-
tant objects of the law.
The second section gives a definition of the term ‘ vagabonds,” who are to be

placed under the surveillance of the police ; and who, if convicted of any offence
against the police law, are to be punished, on the first occasion, by imprisonment
for a term not exceeding three months, and on a second offence, by imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 12 months, either with or without hard labour in each
case. The transgressions of the police law to which these punishments are
attached,are all offences of a minor description, and some of them of a most
trivial kind. It becomes material, then, to inquire in what consists the character
of a * vagabond,” which is so greatly to aggravate the guilt and the penalty. By
a “* vagabond” is declared to be meant any person capable of labour, but having
neither occupation nor employment, nor the known means of subsistence. Thus,
then, every handicraftsman out of work is by this law declared a “ vagabond,
and is to be driven, not merely by that injurious designation, but by the liability

‘to the most rigid penalties, to seek immediate service, however disadvantageous
or unfair may be the terms offered by the employers of such labourer.
The third clause declares, that.all persons under the age of 60 years, capable of

Jabour
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labour, and who should be unable. to prove that they follow some business, or
possess sufficient means of subsistence, shall be bound to take to some trade, or
find employment, or to hire themselves as field labourers, within a period to be
fixed by the police. In the event of a failure to perform this duty, the offender is
to be delivered over to the police, to be employed on the public works. Thus
every man and woman (forno distinction is made of sex) who cannot find work,
or who may be disposed to indulge in temporary repose, is to be subjected to par-
ticipate in the labour hitherto reserved for convicts, and justly degraded both for
its severity and for its degradation.
The clause proceeds to declare, that if after three months any such person shall

not have found employment, he may be placed, by sentence, on some plantation,
or in some manufactory, to be there employed fora period not exceeding three
years. A man or woman being first committed to the general police to labour on
the public works, because he or she could not find employment, is thus further
made liable to three years’ labour on a sugar estate, because he or she has not
procured work elsewhere, although the necessity of labouring on the public works
may have rendered the obtaining such employment impossible. Whether that
impediment exists or not, it is not however required that any real or imputed mis-
conduct should precede this sentence of three years’ compulsory labour; nothing
more is necessary than that the sufferer should not for three months have found
employment.

Respecting the remuneration to be made for this compulsory service, the daily
duration of it, and the maintenance of the labourer, the Ordinance is entirely
silent.
The law, however, proceeds to give an appeal against this sentence. From the

police the labourer may transfer the question to the Court of First Instance; but
he must do this within eight days from the service of the sentence, and the decision
of the Court of First Instance will be final.
Thus the labourer, condemned without even the imputation of a fault, to three

years’ compulsory labour, must within eight days institute a suit, or be finally
excluded from relief. No person is appointed to sue for him, or to act as his
protector or adviser. In reference to the ignorant and helpless people to whom
this semblance of redress is offered, it may well be regarded as an illusion. To
those who live at a distance from Port Louis, it is nothing better than a mockery
of justice. ‘The exclusion of an appeal from the Court of First Instance, in
a case where the highest interests of the suitor is involved, is also a novelty of the
most objectionable kind. I abstain from any more particular notice of the reasons
which render the superintendence of the Court of Appeal in all such cases
indispensable,
The Ordinance, however, advances much further in the coercive system than

bas hitherto been noticed: “ If at the expiration of the three years the said
individual shall not find employment, he may be subjected to a new engagement,
in the same manner as before.” The state of the handicraftsmen of Mauritius is
therefore, accordir.g to this Ordinance, to be that of compulsory labour for life on
the plantations to which they may be assigned by the police. I say “ for life,”
because it is manifestly impossible, except under some very peculiar circumstances,
that any man fixed by the law on a purticular estate, should be able to find labour
elsewhere immediately on the termination of his servitude. If it be said that the
workman might seek another engagement while working under his first master, so

as to prevent the occurrence of this fatal interval of inaction, the answer is to be
found in the 25th section, which subjects to a fine, over and above damages, any
Person enticing, or endeavouring to entice any labourer to leave his master’s
service. The bonds are drawn tightly round him in every direction in which the
assertion of his freedom could possibly be made. With what elaborate care this
is done will appear from the regulations which are next to be noticed.
By the fourth article it is required that every person above the age of 21 years,

who shall be desirous of hiring himself out to service, for anyperiod exceeding
one month, shall, under the penalty of a fine or imprisonment, register his or her
name at the police; the persons labouring by compulsion, as already mentioned,

are to be registered by the police without their own intervention. To every
registered person is to be given a ticket, describing his name, birth-place and

employment ; stating also whether he is married or not, and comprising the name

of his employer. Without such a ticket no person can be hired, and no labourer
tay change his employer without at the same time resorting to the police, and

166.—IT, obtaining
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obtaining a new ticket. For any omission in this respect, the labourer (not the

hirer) is to be punished by eight days’ imprisonment.
This system of registering the whole working population is calculated to bring

them all into a virtual bondage to their employers. ‘The possession of a “ ticket”
is the indispensable condition of changing from one service to another; therefore,
every person who shall, by an accident, lose this paper, or who may be fraudulently
deprived of it, will be unable to relieve himself from any service however bur.
thensome.

But this Ordinance looks beyond the present to future generations ; children of
the age of eight years or upwards may be apprenticed not to trades merely, but
in any kind of work however rude and unskilful, until the completion of their
21st year. If the parent, tutor or guardian consent, the child is to be so bound;
if the parent, tutor or guardian do object, then it is said the child may be bound

with its own consent. The consent of a child of eight years is, I need scarcely
say, unfit to be taken on such an occasion, and in the case of orphans there would

be neither tutor nor guardian to consent for persons in that condition of life which
is here contemplated.

If the parents of the child are unable to support him, he is to be apprenticed
without any consent whatever: the rule is manifestly unjust. Although the parent
may be unable to support the child, the child may be well able to support himself,
or some other person (the supporters of a charity-school, for example,) may be
willing to provide for his maintenance.

Respecting the terms of the apprenticeship, and the duties to be imposed by it
on the master, the law is entirely silent. But if the apprentice be under the age
of 14, the master may confine and punish him or her, at his discretion, it being
required only that the punishment shouid be proportionate to the age and fault of
the apprentice.
At a more advanced age, the apprentice committing a “ serious offence” (the

term is left thus indefinite), or failing to fulfil the terms of the contract in a variety
of enumerarted modes (one of which is described by the singular expression of
bad will”), may be punished by fine and imprisonment, and this rule is extended

to all labourers and workmen. ‘This is a very lax and objectionable style of penal
legislation.

But the 11th clause is still more open to censure. It subjects to imprisonment,
not exceeding 12 months, with or without hard labour, any workman or apprentice
who shall menace or strike his master, or his master’s representative. Thus the
lowest servant on an estate, armed with the delegated authority of the owner, is to
be regarded by the workmen with such reverence, that a blow, however well he|
miay have deserved it, or a threat, however reasonable or by whatever ill usage

extorted, is to subject the labourer to a penalty which should be reserved for
crimes against the State of the most serious kind.

If three or more labourers shall associate or conspire to quit their service, or to
change the conditions of their contract, or to enforce an increase of wages, they
inay be punished with six months’ hard labour, without prejudice to a public pro-
secution. Without minutely inquiring into the degree of public danger likely to

arise from such associations, I remark that combinations amongst employers to
prevent their workmen from finding better services, or to depress the rate of wages,

though an offence far more easy of perpetration, and far more injurious if com-
mitted, is passed over without any penalty or notice whatever.

If the master shall not fulfil the terms of his contract, he, it is said, may be
compelled thereto at the suit of his labourer, and shall pay damages according to
the circumstances of the case. Thus while on the one side there is the suminary

and effective remedy of fine and imprisonment, the remedy on the other side is

that of a civil action, which, in the case of a common workman, is equivalent to

a declaration that there shall be no remedy at all.

But the case of “ excessive punishment,” or “ill treatment,” is supposed, and in
that case, in addition to damages, in a civil action, the master is to be liable to

a fine not exceeding 104. sterling. I need scarcely notice that such a maximum
of penalty for all the acts falling within the description of excessive punishment
or ill-treatment may be altogether disproportionate to the crime.

But whilst the offences of the master are thus slightly touched, and his obliga-
tions left without any definition, the 20th and two following clauses subject the
labourer not only to imprisonment but to two-fold payment for all time subtracted

from
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from bis service, and even to the payment of two days’ labour for every day lost
to the master by the imprisontnent.

All the penalties of this law are exigible before a single justice of the peace, and

that too without appeal.
I might prosecute these remarks still further, but it is unnecessary. Enough

has been stated to show that this is an Ordinance to which it is impossible that
His Majesty’s assent shouid be given; nor is it without very deep concern that
I have found that such enactments could obtain either the concurrence of the
members of the Council or your own sanction. The freedom contemplated by
Parliament, and to procure which such costly sacrifices have been made, must be ill
understood at Mauritius, if it be supposed to be compatible with such regulations
as these, or with any others which may be conceived inasimilar spirit.

In my Despatch of the 20th January last, I referred to what then appeared to me
an incredible report, that an Ordinance had been proposed for the adoption of the
Council at Mauritius, “which if passed into a law, would subject the whole
labouring population of the island, and especially persons who might be introduced
there from the eastward, to restraints and penalties of so extremely onerous
a nature as nearly to revive, under a new name, the former servile condition of the
great body of the people.” I now reluctantly admit that the report was well
founded, and that the law is obnoxious to the precise charge which was thus pre-
ferred against it.

I am commanded by His Majesty to signify to you his disallowance of this
Ordinance, which you will make known in the most public manner, with the least
possible delay.
The objects of the Ordinance No. 17 are not explained in your Despatch, nor

can I collect them with any clearness from the preamble, or from the enactments of
the law itself.

In substance, it is provided, that all servants, not being apprenticed labourers
under the Abolition Act, who may engage in any kind of service, shall register
themselves at the police, under the penalty of imprisonment not exceeding three
days; and that every person so registered shall receive a ticket, which may serve to;
identify him.
No master of an apprentice, under the Abolition Act, may hire out any such

apprentice until he has first caused him to be thus registered, and procured for him
a ticket from the police.
No person may be hired as a servant unless provided with this ticket of regis-

tration, which is to be kept by the employer.
Persons discharging their servants must, within three days, take the ticket to

the police ; and the servant quitting his employment must, within three days, repair
to the police, and must there state whether he wishes to continue in service, or to
enter on a trade; and the ticket, with this declaration endorsed upon it, is to be
returned to the servant, or, in the case of apprenticed labourers, to the employer.
Uxcept the ticket thus indorsed be delivered to the new master, the hiring will be
illegal.

Any servant out of place for three months, and who has not sufficient means of
employment, is to be setto labour at the public works, or if his permit of residence
be temporary, may be sent out of the colony. £
The consent of the special justice is declared necessary to enable the master o

an apprenticed labourer to hire him out to another person, or to allow him to work
on his own account.

All servants who intend to employ themselves, and all apprentices under the
Abolition Act whom it is designed to employ as day labourers, porters, messengers,
chairmen, or in similar occupations at Port Louis, are to wear a badge, and when
tot employed must remain in a place to be assigned for that purpose.

These regulations may, partly at least, have been demanded by some local

exigency, the nature of which I do not understand; but as they are presented to
me in this naked form, I can only regard them as calculated to subject the whole
working population of the colony to restrictions of an irksome, invidious and

painful kind, which must greatly impede the free demand for employment and.
the free supply of labour. I contemplate them with the greater jealousy when
Teceived in their connection with the Ordinance, No. 16, to which I have already

adverted, regarding them as conceived in the same spirit and dictated by the same
Beneral policy.

166.—II. Under
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Under these circumstances, His Majesty is pleased to disallow this Ordinance
also.

Tn conclusion, I am commanded to repeat, in the most emphatic terms, His
Majesty’s injunction contained in my Despatch of the 20th January last, that no
law for regulating the relations between labourers and their employers, or affectin
the condition of the labouring people of Mauritius as a distinct class, must be
proposed by you to the Council, except with His Majesty’s express previous
sanction of the terms of any such proposed law; and that you do not assent to
any law of that nature if proposed by any other members of the Council, unless it
contain a clause suspending its operation until His Majesty’s pleasure shali have
been signified.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 291.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to Lord Gienele.
My Lord, Mauritius, 25 January 1836,

I nave the honour to transmit herewith a transcript of an Ordinance, No. 18,
co of 1835, passed by the Council of Government of this colony, on the subject of

Sa

swe
or A» oe

public instruction generally, but having reference more particularly to the Royal
College at Port Louis. It is evident, for several reasons, that this Ordinance
cannot be put into force until it shall be confirmed by His Majesty.

I likewise transmit a copy of the last Report of a Committee appointed to take
the subject into consideration. ‘This document contains much useful matter, but
there are some parts of it which appear to me very objectionable.
The proposed composition of the Committee of Public Instruction would dimi-

nish the influence of government, and give too much weight into the hands of the
inhabitants.
A still more extraordinary suggestion to my mind is, to limit the extent of instruc-

tion in all the private schools in the colony, in order to assure the pre-eminence of
the college; and, in pursuance of this recommendation, a project of an Ordinance
was actually drawn up, containing the following declarations:

“* Private schools shall not in any case be other than preparatory or secondary
schools.
“ Preparatory schools shall only teach’ reading, wniting, and the rudiments of

arithmetic.
“ In the secondary schools education shall not be extended beyond the elements

of the English, French and Latin grammars, the elements of arithmetic and geo-
metry, drawing, and the rudiments of history, and of the arts and sciences.
“The Royal College shall alone have the right of teaching the higher branches

of learning, in addition to those mentioned in the preceding article.”
And penalties are attached to the breach of any of these provisions.
Immediately after perusing this project, I signified that I could not possibly

assent to it; and, in consequence, the Ordinance, No. 18, herewith transmitted,
was introduced, rejecting the restraints on education in private schools, and altering
the composition of the committee of public instruction.
x I will now proceed to offer a few observations on some parts of the Ordinance,
No. 18.

Articles 3, 4 and 5, without limiting the extent of education in private schools,
prescribe certain formalities and restrictions, which, in England, might perhaps be
regarded as too censor-like; but in a community like this, such control appears
very necessary; and it has always existed at Mauritius formerly to a much greater
extent than is imposed by the present Ordinance. .With respect to the Royal College it seems needless here to examine the various
circumstances which have caused its decline for some years past. It will be suf-
ficient if the present Ordinance shall have the effect of rendering it an: establish-
ment of future public utility.

I will now beg your Lordship’s attention to some of the provisions of this Ordi-
nance which cail for special explanation.

Article 6 authorizes the admission of boarders and half-boarders into the cole
lege, agreeably to the ancient usage, but which was directed, by Viscount Goderich,
in a despatch dated 31st July 1831, to be discontinued. His
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His Lordship’s opinions upon this subject appear to have been formed entirely
upon the recommendations of the Commissioners of Eastern Inquiry, and which
have been found, on experience, to be productive of much inconvenience. I beg
to refer your Lordship to the arguments on this head, in the accompanying Report
of the Committee, andwhich, I think, speak strongly in favour of returning to the
former system of admitting boarders and half-boarders.

Article 8 makes a provision of 1,500/. per annum, to be appropriated from the
public funds, towards the general expenses of the establishment; this requires some
reflection.

There was formerly a certain number of boarders and half-boarders placed in
the college at the public expense, and which amounted to between 1,100/. and
1,2002, a year, until the number of those pupils gradually diminished, in conse-
quence of Lord Goderich’s directions before alluded to.

I conceive that the proposed grant of 1,500/. will be absolutely requisite for the
first year, there being already some arrears of salaries due to the masters, owing
to the falling off in the receipts for some time past, occasioned by the small
number of scholars attending the college; and I fear that these arrears have, in
part, also been caused by the want of proper management. Still what is justly
due to the teachers ought to be paid.

Trusting that the financial affairs of the establishment will hereafter be better
conducted, and there being every reason to expect that the number of pupils paying
for their education will be far greater than heretofore, I should think that the
receipts ought nearly to cover the expenditure, after the first year. At all events,
it would perhaps be better not to fix a positive annual sum, but to grant, from year
to year, such aid (not exceeding a certain amount) as may be found by experience
to be absolutely necessary.
The expenses for the repairs of the premises must, at any rate, be borne by the

public, and are, of course, subject to variation.
Articles 14 and 15 relate to the establishment of the rector, sub-rector, purveyor,

masters, &c., the mode of their appointment, and of fixing their salaries. And
here I have to request your Lordship’s particular attention to a subject which I
consider to be of the most essential importance to the wellbeing of the college,
namely, that the rector, or chief superintendent, should be selectedinEngland. He
should, in my opinion, not be a clergyman of any description, but a gentleman of
general good education, with a perfect knowledge of the French language, and
some acquaintance with the classics, and the arts and sciences; so that he might be
able to take a general control over the several branches of instruction. Of course it
is requisite that he should be a person of unquestionable moral character, and who
would maintain his authority over every individual connected with the establish-
nent, a qualification that has long been wanting here.

I would propose that his salary should be 5007. per annum, instead of 3001.,
hitherto fixed for the rector or “ proviseur.”

Should my ideas on this head be approved, I trust that your Lordship will be
able shortly to find a fit person to send out for this important object.

In the accompanying Report is a list of the masters and other persons belonging
to the establishment of the college as they now stand, with their respective salaries,
and which the Committee propose to continue. I do not think that there is
snflicient provision for instruction in the English language, which ought to be an
object of primary consideration; and it may probably become advisable to make
a few other changes among the teachers, &c. But, as far as relates to expense on
that head, I am inclined to believe that the amount stated (2,460 4) is about fair.
As, however,I propose to raise the salary of the rector to 5007. per annum, and
that it will be necessary to allot a salary for the purveyor (say 200 /.), the total
anount of the establishment will be 2,8607. Now the annual sum paid by each
scholar, whether boarder or not, is 142. 8 s.; and supposing, which may fairly be
expected, that the number of scholars will, in a short, time, amount to 200, the
receipts on account of their education will be 2,8802 ; inround numbers about the
“mount of the expense of the establishment as proposed above. If, at any time,
the receipts should fall short of the amount I have stated, the difference must be
paid, I apprehend, by thepublic. . .

t appears to me, that all the scholars should pay alike for education; viz.
142, 8s. each, and that there should be no additional contributions from them,
such as entrance-fees, &c.

‘pon the same principle, I think that all the salaries of the masters, and other
- attendants,166.~-If,
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attendants, should be paid from one general fund, and not to be made to depend
in any way upon contributions of a precarious nature.
In the foregoing calculations, I have not made any allowance for gratuitous

boarders, which of course would create an additional expense to the public,
according to the number admitted. The annual expense of boarding each scholar
may be reckoned at 48 /.

If your Lordship should approve of the annual grant from the Treasury of
71,5002. or any other sum, I should recommend its being applied to the following
purposes :— ; .

1. To the payment of any deficiency in the salaries.
2. To the maintenance of a limited number of gratuitous boarders.
3. To the expense of sending to England occasionally a few of the most dis-

tinguished pupils, and of completing their education at some of the universities of
Great Britain, for the purpose, more especially, of rendering them eligible to
situations in the legal profession at Mauritius on their return. This has been done
in some former instances with good effect.

These suggestions must depend entirely upon the opinion your Lordship may
form respecting the extent of pecuniary aid which it may be expedient to grant
from the public funds on this account.

Besides the remarks which I have offered upon some articles of the Ordinance
No. 18, it may probably appear to your Lordship to require further modification;
but I trust the principle, and the general provisions of the Ordinance, will be
approved.

I have, &c.

(signed) Willam Nicolay.
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Proposep REPORT of the Commirrzz of Pusiic Instruction.

Tux Committee nominated by circular of the 10th June last, has charged a sub-com-
mittee, formed of five of its members, to present thereto a preparatory Report.

Your committee lost no time in assembling, and after a careful examination of all the
questions which appeared to merit its attention, it was resolved to present the following
raft of a report to the commission.
The committee, of which the sub-committee forms a part, has been charged to report to.

Government its opinion on the best means to be employed in propagating and perfecting
education in the colony, and for assuring, at the same time, the regeneration and prosperity
of the Royal College.
On the first discussion of the question, your committee considered, that, on account of

the limited extent of the colony, and the small number of the inhabitants, the means of
education would, no doubt, be found in the existing schools; as far, at least, as concerns
those families who have the means of paying for the same. As to the poor classes, your
committee considers that preparatory free schools should be opened in the different districts;
whereof they will again treat at the end of this Report. .
With respect to the college, local experience failing, that of all countries, and the opinion

of the most enlightened men on the positive advantages of education received in public
institutions, would suffice to convince the most incredulous that the prosperity of this
establishment will, of itself, be a sure guarantee of a perfect and approved system of colonial
education.
As to the private schools, they may certainly be of great assistance to the college and to

education in general; it is, therefore, just and necessary to encourage them, and your com-
mittee has not failed to take them into consideration..
The prosperity of the Royal College being the essential object of the labour and report of

the committee, your committee, consequently, commenced their labours at that establish-
ment. The causes of the decline of that institution are numerous; many of them have
existed from a remote period, others, again, are recent; some are circumstantial, others,
again, are personal; they are known to the committee, and it may be said of the community
in general. Your committee conceives, therefore, that it is unnecessary to designate them,
or point them out, one by one, for the changes they propose will at the same time suffi-
ciently indicate their nature and tend directly to destroy them.
The first change which your committee conceives ought to be made, to assure the re-

generation of the college, is the liberal and parental intervention of Government; not 80
much in the direction of the establishment, as in the protection necessary to restore its
ancient importance, and in the indispensable pecuniaryaid necessary to restore public con-
fidence, as well as that of those whoare actually employed or who may hereafter be employed
in that institution.
_The state of destitution in which the college has lately found itself, has not a little con-

tributed to undervalue it in the eyes of the public, it having beenperceived that oy
eficien
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deficiency of its own resources was not covered by Government, and that it was almost abaz-
doned to itself as if it were a private establishment. Its speedy downfall was predicted; and
the heads of families, witnesses of a too positive contraction of all the sinews of that
institution, took their children therefrom and/placed them in the private schools, the pros-
perity of which was at that period favoured by many causes and circumstances. This
destitution was.so conuplete that the masters found themselves deprived of their salaries;
and they all naturall considered this privation as a proof of thedeclinedisquieting to their
future prospects. ‘hey also experienced other unpleasant objects} they were all dis-
couraged; and one of themost useful among them resigned, and carried his services to the
rivate schools. The majority, however, be it observed, to their credit, remained faithful

in spite of such a rudetrial, and thus rendered a singular service to the community.
In order to remedy existing evils, to prevent similar ones for the future, to restore neces-

sary confidence to the masters, to prevent the total desertion which menaces the college,
and to remove entirely from the public mind a dangerous anxiety respecting the future
stability of that establishment, your committee conceives it necessary that Government
should pay forthwith the arrears of salary due to the masters, that it should guarantee the
same for the future, as well as the preservation and reparation of the buildings, to cover
which the funds might be found insufficient. This responsibility would, virtually, only be
apparent, unless unforeseen events should happen, for the college will speedily augment its
income sufficiently to pay all its expenses, and the effectual intervention of Government will
assure the confidence and attachment of all those who are interested therein.
Another very powerful inducement might also be held out to the masters to attach them-

selves to the college, in the creation of a fund sufficient to meet all claims to retiring pen-
sions, which are assured to them by art. 13 of the arrété of the 5 Brumaire, year XII, on
the positive assurance of such pensions by any other resolution whatever. This fund might
be hereafter raised from the savings made by the administration of the establishment on
the amount which we are now going to treat of,
A subsidy is granted to the college from the colonial treasury; the ministerial despatch,

dated 31 July 1831, which has been communicated to the commission, proposes a reduc-
tion thereof, on a principle which your committee cannot recommend.-It is proposed to
reduce the expenditure of the institution by according to the masters, if not for the whole,
at least for a portion of their salaries, a fee to be paid by the scholars on their admission to
the different classes, This system may be judicious in a university in Europe, but your
committee conceives it to be absolutely impracticable here, not only to. the parents and
scholars, but to the masters themselves. It would be repugnant to them all on account of
the habits acquired by the actual system of remuneration; perhaps, also, on account of.
prejudices or local customs, which everywhere imperiously exact conformity thereto.

our committee is, on the contrary, of opinion that this subsidy should be increased, and
determined by law, and that it cannot be fixed at a less sum than 1,440 4, per annum; for
the solidity and permanency of the college depends above all on the augmentation and
stability thereof.
The present subsidy is 1,283 2. per annum; the motives which influence your committee

to solicit an augmentation thereof are founded on the following calculations.

The establishment ot the college, formed in a manner the most limited and economical
‘which is compatible with the due administration thereof, cannot cost a iess sum tLan
2,4602. per annum.

A detailed statement thereof is submitted below, which your committee conceives to be
the most in harmony with the pressing exigencies of education and the state of the income
of the college, and which should be augmented in proportion to the increase of the

 

funds :-—

ARector - - = - = = = = = ©f $125
Two Latin Masters =- - - - - - - 140
Two English ditto . - - - - - - - - 140
Two Professors of Mathematics - - - - - - 140
One French Master - - - = = = 7 © 6o
One Reading ditto - - - - - ©5© © 40
One Writing ditto - = = = = - 4 50
One Drawing ditto - - - - - - - - " §0
One Professor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres - > - 80
Two Ushers - -  - - - - - - - 70
One Clerk for the Roll and Accounts - - - 2 =| 20
Addition to the Salary of the Master who fulfils the duties of

under Rector - - - - - - - - - 25
One Medical Attendant, at $120 per annum - - - - 10
One Nurse and Sempstress - - - - = - os 25
One Porter - - - - - - - - - - 20
Domestic cooks, &e. = - - - - - 30

Total Monthly Expense - - - $| 1,025

Total Yearly Expense - - - &. 2,460 
166.—IT. Now
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MAURITIUS. Now the actual income of tbe college amounts on an average to 1,200 /. per annum; a
deficiency therefore of 1,440/. exists, which, so long as it is not covered, will certainly pre-
yent the prosperity of the college, and will ultimately cause its utter rum. It is that
deficiency of 1,440/. which your committee considers it indispeneable to claim from
Government.

It is true that the actual deficiency is not so great as that here shown; but the number
of masters actually attached to the college is inadequate; and moreover, the difference
between the subsidy granted up to the present time ard that now sought for is not material,

nor that between the real debiciency and the supposed one; and your committee would
observe to those who might be disposed to reproach them with endeavouring to augment the
actual expense, that public dignity suffers from the state of insufficiency and incapacity in
which the college is now placed, and that the number ofmasters, &c. whose salaries would
umount in the aggregateto 2,460 /., is strictly indispensable to the success of the first steps
to be taken in adopting a new system. Moreover,your committee conceives that the
college ought to be classed with those establishments which are the most useful and impor.
tant to the colony, and that public education ought to be borne, equally with the expense of
any branch of the administration, by the public; again, the benefits arising from education
are-so well appreciated, and so ardently desired by the colony in general, that it is not to
be presumed that the public would think of complaining of the employment of any public
money which should be devoted to the amelioration of the present system of education.

It 1s very probable that the income of the institution will hereafter be augmented; even

in that case the subsidy claimed will gtill be indispensable, not to restore the college, but to

assure its prosperity. The excess between its income end expenditure should be employed
in augmenting the number of professors, in extending the different branches of education,
in teaching new ones, in the purchase of physical, chemical and astronomical instruments,
in the formation of a library, in embellishments; ina word, in all those ameliorations which

are necessary to the completion of a liberal education, which the institution is at present
eprived of.
This excess ought aleo to be specially devoted to compensate to the college the sum

allowed by Government for the education ofthe free schulars, who will theabe admitted under
the patronage of the Committee of Public Instruction, and without any other special retri-
bution. Your committee is in hopes that this excess will also furnish a fund of reserve to
be employed in sending a certain number of chosen scholars to the English Universities,
a measure at once calculated to. promote colonial education and to cement the bonds of
union between the mother country and the colony.
The second change which your committee proposes, is the re-establishment, as speedily

as possible, of the boarders and half-boarders.
he Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry thereon is materially erroneous, and the

despatch of31st July 1831, framed on this Report, which recommends that only day scholars
be received, is the regult of insufficient information.

Boarders and half-boarders were received at the college from its foundation, in order to
suit local circumstances and the wants of the population; the suppression thereof has con-
siderably injured public education, and this is certainly one of the principal causes of the
decline of that institution. It has injured public education by forcing a certain number of
children who could not be day scholars to abandon their studies at the college; it has
deprived the institution of the most certain portion of its income; for instead of causing, as
had been supposed, a general influx of scholars, the number has, on the contrary, been dimi- -

nished by almost all the boarders and half-boarders,who have been removed to the secondary
schools, where boarders and half-boarders are admitted. The reason thereof is this: the

great majority of those scholars belong to families who reside in the country districts, having
no town residence where their children might be lodged.
The evident necessity of receiving scholars to board and sleep in the college is shown by

thefact,that since the receipt of the above-mentioned despatch, the Committee of Public

Instruction.has been forced to authorize.the present rector to board the scholars on his own

account, in the interior of the establishment; and that he actually boards and lodges 25 who

have remained faithful to the college, although they cannot find in this new arrangement
‘all the guarantees which ought to be met with in a public institution.
The end which was aimed at, when boarders were excluded, respecting the favour and

encouragement which ought to. be shown in the education of‘all the classes. which compose
the colonial population, contributes not alittle to the persistence with which your.committee

conceives it their duty.to urge the readmission thereof. Colonial prejudices have been
considerably weakened in the last few years; and in the result of the experiment. which has

been lately tried at the college by the admission of all classes as day scholars, your com-
mittee finds an encouragement to make the same experiment with respect to boarders.
The third change which your committee recommends is the formation of the Committee 0

Public Instruction on a new basis. The present. committee has undoubtedly not been
deficient in good will to perform its mission, but we are now urrived at a period when by
the nature of its construction it will be deprived of its necessary influence. ‘At the resent

moment a public institution cannot attain the pinnacle of prosperity, unless the public has
the greatest part, of the direction in its own hands.
Government ought still to havea right to inspect the institution, religion ought also to

be immediately represented thereat; your committee wou'd therefore propose as a measure
calculated to assure the active and interested co-operation of all the community, the influx
of scholars, and consequently powerfully contribute to the prosperity of the college, to com-
“pose the Committee of Public Instruction as follows: The
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The Colonial Secretary, the head minister.of the Catholic religion, the head’ minister of
the Protestant religion, and. six or nine other members, to be elected yearly, either at a
meeting of those parents who have childrenat.the college, who shall ba ‘assembled to that
effect, or at a meeting of the notables who are-charged with the yearly formation.of double
lists of assessors for the court of assize, or by any other elective body which may be
subsequently substituted for the latter.
There is a number of other measures of minor importance which ought to be obtained

from government, and put in force by the committee as above composed, which the eom-
mittee does not conceive necessary to detail minutely. The greater part of these details
should be provided for by specific regulations, to be framed without delay, which should
not deviate from the spirit of this Report, and should be conformable to the general priaci-
ples on which is founded an education at once moral, religious, intellectual and physical.
Your committee confine themselves to indicating as the principal points, the conscientious

choice of a rector, whose known erudition, tried character and Pan in life will assure to
him, not only indisputable influence with all the members. of the institution, but alsa the
most complete possession in every respect of public confidence; then comes the choice of
masters.in the colony, and in England. and France, when a sufficient number is uot to be
found here; the measures adopted to induce the scholars to forward their studies; the
extension of the knowledge of the English language; the continuation of the suppression
of the masters’ table; their not being allowed lodging within the precincts of the college as
soon as it shall be practicable; their being restrained from teaching any otber scholars
whatever, without the permission of the Committeeof Public Instruction; the superintend-
ence of the food of the boarders and half boarders; the obliging of the ushers. to divide im-
partially the food without distinction ; gymnastic exercises, fencing, horsemanship, &c. Ke.
Your committee considers it important that government be solicited. to order the urgent

repairs required by the college buildings to be made, and. the speedy completion of the
wing which was commenced a long time since.
Your committee then took into consideration the state of he private schools. They do

not hesitate to say that theexercises of those schools ought to be restrained to certain
branches of education, in order to guarantee the perfection of public education, and at the
same time to assure the pre-eminence of the Royal college.
The only doubt raised in the minds of your committee was on the question whether the

restriction ought to be immediate, and have a retroactive effect on the existing schools, or
whether it ought only to have effect prospectively.
The colonial laws respecting public education and the formation of schools are very

incomplete, and it would be a vain attempt to endeavour to fidd any dispositions therein
which would determine, in a precise manner, the limits on the mode of education to be
followed in the private schools.
The “arrété” of 5 Brumaire, year XII, is the only one which speaks of preparatory and

secondary schools, and that was to mention that local circumstances prevented the govern-
ment and the municipal bodies (les communes) from establishing them at their expense, and
that all the branches of education professed in such institution should be taught at the
“ Lycée,” which is now called the Royal College. ‘This circumstance only goes to show
that the division of schools into preparatory and secondary, was from the commencement
intended by our legislature.
The 2ist article of the same “ arrété” is thus worded: “ No private school shall be

opened or continue its exercises under any pretence whatever, without permission from
the préfet colonial.” ;
The same prohibition was re-enacted 15 ‘years afterwards by the proclamation of

27 January 1813, the last legislative enactment on public education, oo,
_The gth article thereof says: “ No private school shall be opened or continue ita exer-

cises, under any pretence whatever, without permission from his Excellency the Governor.”
According to the above citations it would appear that the existing laws on the subject

gave to the executive authority the absolute right to permit or to refuse the opening of a
school, and even to withdraw suddenly a permission which has been granted. .

It was invirtue of these laws thatthe actual schools have been opened; the permission
granted by the Committee of Public Instruction, some verbally, others in writing, contain no
expressions which may be construed to grant to theseschools an unlimited right of teaching.
On the contrary, restrictions are to be found in some of these permissions, and in the divi-
Sion into preparatory and secondary schools, as mentioned in the “ arrété” of Brumaire,
year XII, the studies in which are determined by their own designations. .

our committee examined three minutes (procés verbaux) extracted from the registers
of the Committee of Public Instruction, which contain the permission for opening private
8chools,

The first, dated 17 June 1828, grants permission to Mr. Lingery to open a secondary
school, and the committee probably. intended to observe the same restriction in the sub-
Sequent permissions.

Vhe second, dated 23 May 1832, grants permission to Mr. Faraguet to replace Mr. Far-
guharson at the head of the latter’s school; andat the same time intimates to him that the

ommittee of Public Instruction is occupied in framing rules to which it is to be understood
that he shall conform as soon as they shall be communicated to him. This is a conditional
permission, and the conditions depend on the committee.

It is to be observed that no permission to Mr. Farquharson is to found in the registers of
€ committee.

166.—II. . The
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The third, dated 8 January 1834, authorizee Messrs. Mars and Bellet to succeed to
Mr. Coppalle, to whom it does not appear that any written authority was ever granted,
Messrs. Mars and Bellet also succeeded to Mr. Lingery, whose permission, as has been
remarked, extended only to a secondary school,
The Government might therefore, strictly speaking, at the request of the committee, and

the committee itself might legally withdraw the permissions previously granted, or limit
their teaching to certain inferior branches.of education; but the heads of the private schools
would not fail to take advantaye of the circumstance of their encroachments, having been
for some time past tolerated, in spite of the publicity and notoriety given to the. nature of
their studies..
However short may have been the duration of this toleration, your committee, which does

not however deem it expedient to apply the principle of unrestricted liberty in the mode of
instruction to our small community, conceives it advisable to respect even the error into
which the private schools have been led, and to establish for the future only the rules of
restriction which they consider necessary to the general interests ofeducation, and in con-
formity to the local wants of the colony.

The masters of the private schools might therefore complete the education of those
scholars who are actually under their direction ; but with respect to those who may be sub-
sequently confided to their care,,they should be bound to restrict their teaching to those
branches of education which are taught in the preparatory and secondary schools, accordin
to the permissions which will be delivered to them to that effect. They should be bound:
by the Ordinance on public instruction, to furnish the committee with an exact and certified
list of all the scholars who are actually in their schools. The draft of this Ordinance ig
annexed to the present Report; it bas for its basis the exclusive right of the RoyalCollege
to cultivate the higher branches of learning, and the distinction of the private institutions
into preparatory and secondary schools, to be placed under the immediate superintendence
and control of the Committee of Public Instruction.
As a means of diffusing the benefits of education among the lower classes of the com-

munity, your. committee would recommend the opening of free preparatory schools in the
country districts for the indigent portion of the population.
The college and the private schools in town offer easy and sufficient means for the edu-

cation of the families in easy circumstances of the whole island. With respect to the free-
schools, your committee has been informed that a select committee has been charged by
Government to report on their utility and formation. Your committee will therefore refrain
from dwelling longer thereon; they willonly add that it appears to them that a beneficial
disposition might be established, by which those scholars who shall have most distinguished
themselves in the rural free schools, and who shall promise by their intelligence to become
useful members of society, be chosen to form part of the free. pensioners of the Royal
College.
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Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir William Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 11 August 1836.
I wave received your Despatch dated the 25th of January last, enclosing an

Ordinance, No. 18, of 1835, on Public Instruction, and also enclosing a Report
of the Committee on Public Instruction, in reference to the provisions of that
Ordinance. 7

These documents embrace three topics, which, for my immediate purpose, it will
be most convenient to consider apart from each other. They are, first, the insti-
tution of a new Committee of Public Instruction ; secondly, the regulation under
whichprivate.schools are to be placed ; and, thirdly, the management and support of
the Royal College.
The Committee of Public Instruction is to consist of 13 members, of whom

nine are to be chosen by a popular election, while the remaining four are to act
in that capacity in virtue of their ecclesiastical or civil offices. Amongst the
official members one is described. as ‘* The Head of the Protestant Church.” By
this expression I presume is meant the senior officiating clergyman within the
colony, of the Established Church of England and-Ireland; but the designation of
“Head of the Protestant Church” is not only inapt as descriptive of that
functionary, but might justly give umbrage to the members of the Kirk of Scotland,
and to the various denominations of Protestant Dissenters in the island.

I cannot but hesitate to approve the introduction of so large a number of
elected members into a body of this description. However useful may be the
influence and control of a popular constituency over officers intrusted withcertain
political duties, I should anticipate more of evil than of good from the exerciseof
that authority over persons discharging the functions of visitors of a collegiate
institution. Judging from all analogy, and from the more obvious reasonsofthe

case,
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case, I should conclude that the visitatorial power would be more judiciously
confided either to a single person or to a body so sniall as to exclude the danger

of cabal and the noxious effects of party dissensions.
Passing, however, to the second general topic, the regulation of private schools.

I find here much more serious ground of objection. The. effect of the third and
fourth clauses is to render the licence ot the Governor indispensable to the
opening or keeping a school for the instruction of youth; and the licence, when
obtained, is.to be revocable at his will. The fifth clause constitutes the Committee
of Public Instruction judges, without appeal, of the propriety of the plans of
instruction to be pursued in all such schools.
I am not, of course, ignorant how widely the habits and the maxims of this

kingdom differ from those of most other European states on the subject of the
public. instruction of youth; and I am not disposed to call in question, or to
discuss in this place, the soundness of those views in compliance with which the
government is in other countries made responsible for the proper education of the
people, and armed with all the power necessary to discharge itself of that responsi-
bility. Waiving these questions, it is sufficient for the present purpose to say, that
the control of the education of youth by the Government supposes and requires
the support of elementary and all other schools at the public expense. But the
plan which this Ordinance wonld establish, while it imparts to public officers the
power to regulate and to control, does not give to them any resource for
assisting in the business of education. There is no mutuality or interchange of
advantages.

Further, the restraint on the liberty of private teaching being opposed to the
spirit of our national laws, and to the deliberate opinions of the people of this
kingdom, could not be enforced in a British colony without producing a strong
sense of injury amongst a very large and important class of persons taking a deep
interest in the promotion of sound Knowledge and religious education in Mauritius.
Large sums have been voted by Parliament, and contributed by the voluntary zeal
of individuals, for this purpose. The London Missionary Society, and some other
associations of the same description, bave made considerable grants with this
view; and out of the public funds placed at my disposal, I have assigned to the
trustees of the Mico Charity no small proportion, to be employed“by them in
furthering the same work. I learn that those trustees have actually despatched to
Mauritius four teachers from the Island of Guernsey, and that the proceedings
of the Missionary Society have not been less prompt and decisive.
Under such circumstances, it is impossible that His Majesty should be advised

to sanction the restrictions of this Ordinance, except in deference to the most clear
and decisive reasons; in the documents before ine I have looked in vain for
a solitary argument in support of them.

It appears, indeed, that restrictions similar to those which it is now proposed to
enact, already exist, though in a less definite form, under the earlier law of
Mauritius, i have thought it my duty to advise His Majesty in Council to abolish
those restraints altogether, and I enclose an Order. which has been made by His
Majesty in Council for that purpose. Convinced as I am of the indispensable
duty of promoting to the utmost possible extent the education of youth in the
colony; assured that the only real prospect of accomplishing that design is to be
found in the Christian zeal and benevolence of the people of Great Buitain, aided
by Parliamentary Grants; and believing that the control of the Governor, and
the superintendence of the Committee of Public Instruction, would check that

zeal, and divert that bounty into different channels, I doubt not that I am con-
sulting best for the real interest of Mauritius by advising His Majesty to abolish
every restraint on the freedom of private teaching in that colony.

Ifit could be supposed that any teacher would inculcate immoral, irreligious or
seditious principles, the offence would of course be within the reach of the

feneral law; but in the character of those by whom these undertakings are
directed, we have a much more effectual security against such abuse. To them
also we may cheerfully confide the duty of employing and superintending teachers
meriting the general confidence of society, and actuated by the highest motives.
The third object of this Ordinance is the government of the Royal College,and the provision of funds for its support.On this subject His Majesty’s Government have no wish but to defer to the

settled opinions and general views of that class of the colonial society which the
measure will affect. Whatever system of instruction or of superintendence shall
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obtain their deliberate approbation, will be most acceptable to His Majesty, pro.
vided that it involves the grant of no exclusive privileges in favour of theCollege
and to the prejudice of other schools, and that no distinction bé made for the
benefit of any particular class, whatever may be their national origin or descent,
On the subject of expenditure a more difficult question is, however, to be
anticipated.

I entirely agree with you, that it is impossible to endow this college by any new
fixed charge upon the public revenue: whatever sums may be voted in aid of the
institution must be made the subject of an annual estimate. But I am disposed to
regard even such occasional grants with but little favour. The pupils of the
college belonging to the wealthy class of society, are precisely those who are best
able to defray the charge of their own education, and it seems unreasonable and
unjust to apply for the assistance of the rich in cultivating the higher branches of
literature and science, funds which are required for diffusing an elementary
education amongst the poor, those funds being the produce of duties by which the
whole community is alike affected.
As I collect from your Despatch that the operation of this Ordinance has been

suspended until His Majesty’s ‘pleasure should be known, I lose no time in
acquainting you that, for the reasons I have already mentioned, His Majesty
declines to sanction this law, and commands me to signify to you his disallowance
of it. If it should be thought right to make any new Ordinance for the govern-
ment of the Royal College, or in any manner respecting public education, you will
adhere to the same course of reserving it for the signification of His Majesty’s
pleasure; and you will not give your provisional assent to any law of that kind,
which. shall clearly fall within the reach of any of those objections which it has
been my duty to make to the present Ordinance.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

— No. 293. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir Villiam Nicolay to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Mauritius, 29 February 1836.

In compliance with the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s circular
despatch of the 18th June last, I have the honour to transmit herewith the
Returns called for by the House of Commons in their Address dated 1st June

I have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay.
 

Enclosures in No. 293.

(No. 1.)

RETURN of all SripeNpIARY Magistrates who have been removed from or resigned
their Office since the 1st February 1835.
 

 

   

: Date of
NAMES. DISTRICT. Resignation CAUSE.

or Removal.

Capt. E. Martindale - | Flacqg - = -| 16 Apr. 1835| - - his health having been affected
by exposure to the rain and sun 10
making his daily rounds of visits to
the estates.

W. C. Lavers, Esq. -| Savanne -}17 Feb. — | - - arrival of Mr. Anderson from
England, and appointed by Right
Hon. Secretary of State.

G. Fanquerran, Esq. -|Black River - {12 Mar. —| - - arrival of Mr. Minchin from
England, and appointed by Right
Hon. Secretary of State.

P. Icery, Esq. - - |-- PlainesWil-| 1 Aug. — | - - arrival of Mr. Mearing from
helms. England, and appointed by Right

an Hon. Secretary of State.
E. Virieux, Esq. -| Grand Port -|g0Sept.-- | - - arrival of Capt. Gaynor from

England, and appointed by Right
Hon. Secretary of State.

Colontal Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, Mauritius,
1 January 1836. G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary.
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RETURN exhibiting the Nuwsea end Errecr of the Rervens of Puntsaments received by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor from the

, Special Magistrates, from the last day of the menth of January 1835 to the first day of the month of January 1836,

  

 

 

 
 

  

  
      

a ga al? oaTotal Number of | |, Total dyamber rota Noes |e Be ele g2 2
A tices . otal ar Saleds ‘ sees

comprised in the Nomtber Males Punished. Number of Stripesiz # es a 3 i g Maximum of Severity in any
et ht : g oG = . ipisrarcr.| Muticterle | a,| Toten! rethte| Penn (Eg ele cg] other mode of Pann

ments |wi.| thanby Jpunished) "eM! EES els 825 ment
pce inflicted. |. 1. Whip- iS 2 £15 S.. .

Males | Females. ping. ping. Whipps |&° 3 gis 6

~ «| 83 6,055 77 2,895 313 1,169 15} 39 1 month} - - Six months’ hard labour;
Port Louis 47 , 3 , fed on bread and water;pe-

nitentiary dress.
ist Section 325 199 71 55 16% 39 3 do. | - = One month hard labours

} 22 weeks’ extra services; 10
nights in stocks; penitentiary
dress.

Pample- (ad do. 6,022 | 4,053 676 276 243 157 | ai} 39 1 do, j--Forty days’ hard labour;
miousses : 35 weeks’ extra service; one

month in stocks at night.
gd do, 778 336 261 181) a1} 39 3 do. | -- Two months’ hard labour;

six months’ extra service; one
month in stocks.

Ist do. 769 356 247 166| 254 39 2 do. | -- One month hard labour;
one month extra services; two

An days in stocks; penitentiar.on 4708| 3004 dayia socks; pentenary
part. ad do. 1,186 473 4 goz| 254 39 6 do. | - - Six months’ hard Jabour;

[ 96 hours’ extra service; peni-
’ tentiary dress.

ist do. 4 1.529 446 754 329 | 21 |b 39 3 do. | - - Two months’ hard labour ;
38 months’ extra service; six
limes in stocks, three hours

Flacq 9 | &:149| 3,068 each time.
ad do. 1,010 538 288 184 | 182 39 | 2 do. | - - Two months’ hard labour;

lL two months’ extra service; eight
, nights in stocks.

ust do.) 494 259 41 104] 22} 39 | 2 do. |-~- One month hard labour;
: two months’ extra service;

eight days in stocks, ever
Grand 4 3.337| 2.316 other day for sixhours. y
" ad do, 437 210 105 1a2 | a2 39 3 do. | -- Three months’ hard labour;

{ one month extra service;
eight nights in- stocks,

ist. do. 225 119 85 51 19} 39 g do. | -- One month hard labour;
two weeks’ extra service; six

Savanne- ‘| a0 1,972 days in stocks.»
ad do. J 47 a7 278 94 116 68 18} go 1 do. | + = Que month hard labour;

f 15 hours’ extra service.
1st do, 0 a do. | - -. Four months’ hard labour;

Black | 107 73 » 3 md 8 two monthe? extra service ;
River, 2,796| 1,702 four months in stoc!

ad do. g a '6 do. {| - - Six months’ bard labour;
J 269| 134 3 5 93.5 39 12 days in stocks, ;

Plaines - = Six months’ hard Jabour;
V3 tat do, 6/ 6 do. two months’ extra service; 15we 3,165, | 2,264 506 293 97 u 144 39 ise instock ' .

oka = ad do, 1 do, | ---Three weeks’ forced lahoor ;1,036 770 163 68 74 a1 a2} 39 one month extra service; 1 5

96,527 | 24,518 | 13,039| 6,769| 3,180} acgo| 184 nights in stocks; penitentiary
ress.   
 

N. B.—Returns have not yet been received of the number of apprentices in the several districts divided into sexes; but they liave been called

for, aud megsures are also in Progress for.a general census of the population of the colony, by which, when completed, accurate information oa th.s

Pont will be obtained. The numbers above stated are therefore only approximate, having been extracted from the different returus formerly

faruished by the late registrar of slaves; but in the aggregate, they correspond with the number for which claims to compensation have been lodged

wih the ColonialCommissioners upon the registrar’s certificates of the apprentices as they stood on the 1st Febraary 1835.

166,—1I,

(signed)

 

William Nicolay, Governor.
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OFFENCES for which PunisHMENts have been inflicted on APPRENTICED Lagoursns,

For desertion.
being vagabonds.
running away.
indolence at work.
idleness at ditto.
negligence at ditto.
drunkenness.
selling spirits contrary to law.
ill treatment of animals, cattle, mules,

horses, &c.
leaving hospital without permission
when a patient.

leaving: post when stationed as watch-
man (gardien); allowing master’s pro-
perty to be injured or stolen.

insolence to masters and magistrates.
disobedience.
insubordination and exciting others to it.
meeting.
threatening overseers, managers and

masters..

For assaulting and ‘striking, and otherwise
ill-using wives, children and fellow
apprentices.

neglect of children.
riotous and disorderly conduct at night.
preferring unfounded complaints against

masters and fellow apprentices.
gambling on high roads.
theft.
using false keys to open presses, and

stealing therefrom.
breaking open comrades’ houses, and

stealing from them.
swindling, getting things at shops in

master’s name.
making away with money entrusted to
them,

wilful destruction of comrades’ property,
and of master’s.

Memorandum.—It has been found by the special justices, and particularly by those ofPort
Louis, that agreat portion of the punishments falls on certain apprentices of profligate habits,
who are constantly reappearing before them, and who are but few in number compared with
the mass of apprentices under their jurisdiction. The offences they commit are not of a
nature to require them to be taken before a higher tribunal, where a heavy sentence would
be awarded that would operate their reformation and prove a warning to othets. They are
callous to the lighter punishments they receive under the special police laws, and continue
in their vicious habits to the great injury of themselves and their associates. The Port Louis
magistrates say that there are about 100 of incorrigible subjects of this kind in their
district, a large portion of whom are women.

 

(No. 3.)

RETURN of the Names and Number of Apprenticep Lasourers who have Purchased the unexpired term of then

 

Apprenticeship between the 1st February 1835 and the 1st February 1836, and the several sums paid for the same.

 

Sum paid, and whether by
Agreement between the
Parties or by Estimation.

DATE,

 

 

APPRENTICES.

No. Ages. MASTERS,

NAMES. SURNAMES

1 | Serabine =| L’Endormie -| 203| Mr. Alehauwin - = -
2 | Joséphine +] Desroches -| 95 | Mr. Duvivier, for his wife
3 | Lemorongue ~ |} Bonne - -| §3 | Mrs. Vandermaésen = -
4 | Rosalie- -{ St. Pierre -+-| 39 | -- Mr. Dis. Lacoudray,

: | for Mrs. Guiot (absent).
5 | Sophie - -| Sophia- +-| 39 |Mr. A.Somay -— -
6 | Hypolite - | Nanette °| 34 | Ditto- - + -
7 | Aurelies -| Lanceé - 36 | - - Mr. P. Lourneau, for

the minors Lecudence.
8 | Geneviéve -| Lacouture -| 26 | Mr. Piétry- - =
g | Elodie -. - | Lacouture -j] 11 | Ditto - - - -

10 | Fine - -{ Albert - -| 35 | - - Mr. Lavoquer, for
Mrs. Lemerte (absent).

11. | Amanda -| Scipion - -| 22 | Mrs, Ve. Froberville -
12 | Doralie - -{ Jasmin - -; —| Mr. F. B. Bonsergent -
13 | Augustin -| Signole - -| 27 | Mr. J. B. Prezelin -
14 | Valery - -{|Lambin- -| 36 | Mrs. Ve.Suzor - = +
15 | Jules - -| Bontemps -{ 22 | Mr. Hervé - . -
16 | Estelle - -| Lasage - -| 40 | P. Froberville and Co. -
27 | Arsene - -| Phersan -| 46 | Miss Lucette Carré = -
18 | Virginie ~| Baine - -{ go | Mrs. P. Pellegria -
1g | Azor - -| Tétede Bois -; 38 | Mrs. St, Romaine -
30 | Delphine -| Sargine- -| g8 | Ditto - - - -
21 | Jn. Marie ~~| Sargine- -| 15 | Ditto - - - -
a2 |Marie ~ -j| Aza - = gy |Dito- - - «|
23 | Louis - -| Aza - . 47 | Ditto - - - -
24| Francoise + {| Macambour -{ 49 | Miss Eth. Michel -
25| Zelie - «| Zinon - -| 26 |--The Baroness D’Unien-

ville.
36 | Orphise- -{ Desmarais -| 29 | Mrs. Ve.Daruty- = -     

£.
40 agreement - | 8 April 1835
40 by estimation -| 18 _
20 agreement -|23  —
30 by estimation ~-| 2g _

28 agreement 29 _
§0 — - -| 29 _

1200 —— +t| 2 May —

40 _ - - 4 ~—

6 by estimation -/ 4 —

§0 — + -/13 _
45 =~ Ff IQ
80 agreement- =| 26 _

55 = [6
§0 by estimation -| 1 June —
50 agreement - 5 -

300 — "115
490 = -| 16 -

105 = = | 22 0 =

50 — -~- -(83 —
40 — - -[% =

30 _ - -| 25 ~_ 
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APPRENTICES. Sum paid, and whether by

 

 

 

 

Nol —_——$—$—$—_____] Ass. MASTERS, Aguement be
: 11

NAMES. SURNAMES.
Parties o by nina, DATE,

a7| Erodiasse =~ Julie - -} 21 | M
£.

a8 | Felix - «| Membro° --} — MissRe,Veronge ~ | 40 agreement- 27 June 1835

99| Jérome- = Michel = -]| 39 | Mr. P. Roger ~ 7| 100 estimation= =| ag 6

30| Marceline = Toboso - -| 34 | Mr. F.Faduilhe . 1 70 agreement- 1 July —

gl Allred - - Toboso - - g | Ditto - . 5) 88 estimation« -| 3

ga) Numa - -} Venus =  -| 23 Mr.H. F. Vandiére - -| 60 : ~

33 | Théophile - Colte - -| go | Mr.J
agreement- -| 8

34.| Florimond =- Cateau - - 8 Mrs Ve po, 7 -| 59 = - = | 20 _

95| Adeline- = + Alzire - -| «6 1M ‘De -{| 8 m— .

36| Sélestin - - Mr. r Farquharson -| 50 estimation 3 —

see - Tt r.Horgue = - . : mae - _

37| Virginie - | Bonceeur -| 34 | --Miss F. B 30 agreement- -{ 2
- ellard, repg. | 30 7 aa

Mrs. Ve,
oo - -{2 —

98 Furey . . | Agathe « -| 20 Min e Freycinet.
3

s Ethe, Pi

Allain - Toald
eC. F1geot -| 50 —

38) gues = | Laccomaun 45 |Mr-B.Charot = =| 96 estimations =| ag Jug —

gi[dn.Louis +} A ccomaun = | 17 | Mr. A. F. Perrier -| 5°agreement - =| 9g duly

42| Zilia « Trevaul -1 35 Mr. H. Letard - -| 60 . -| 8 August —

tl fee. Tranquille= -| 39 Miss C. Boudret - =| 50 ~ 2 33 2

44|Honorine -| Marie - = - a3 iss E. E. Robertson -| 50 estimation- - | 1 ~~

Mrs. V'
7

45|Jeanny- +| Grenade -| 23 | Ditt °Lahausse -| 56 — - 2] Tt

46| Edouard -|Charles- = - oF -| 52 — + - ~~

47| Augustin = - Tranquille - 28 Me R. Daruty - =| 40 agreement- —- 25 _

48| Florine- =- | Rosette - -| 34 Mrs5F, Moignac -| JQ —- 2 =] 25 _

49 Rose - -| Marie - . 2 1 alker , . 20 —_ - - 1 2 —

5o| Félix - -| Josse - -| 42 | Mr. F. B range -| 40 estimation. -|31 —

s1|Viewr - =| Labois - =) 27 | Mrs Teeae ty | oO aereements =| 2 September
52| Aurélie- - . ° ruty - oO — - toa ~

elem. Fabre -| 28 | Miss LaureLaurens -1 7 . Tp

54| Francois Joenh - 6 |Dito- -J Go estimation- = -| 9 0 —

. ph- = M
55 Théodore -| L’Effronté = - a Mrs.Ante.Beate ard. Go agreement- 3| 31 August —

50} fanny - Adeline -| 17 | Mr. P. Be chard -{ 40. — =  -| 10 September —

5 victor - «| Rosette - _| a1 | Mrs. B eulils - -~} 50 -=-- = -|17

58|Jeannot- -|Jean - - ~Barclay -  -| §0 — = -1|16 —

pecs 63 Mr. Kpern and Mrs. G. 50 estimation- + | 15 —

bo Aucuat - + Frequette -| 34 | Mrs. Vve.Labiolié . 60

61 Adolphe. -| Gertrude -| 16 | Mrs. Martindale aa agreement- jut =

69 pe - | Fonta - -| 36 } Mrs. Saulnie - “| 9 7 -| 18 —~

Jne. Delphine | Gregoire | 2 | Mrs. V r -| 46 = - -115 —

63| Frederick +| Laurent rs. Vve. Lahausse -| 50 estimatioi- =- | 23 —

64 Silvie - _|R - 20 Mile. A. Jollivet - . 60 agreement -

65| Alexandrine - Mae: -| 18 | Mr. T. Lavergne- =| 60 estimation- : oO

66| Noel Damon ~ Marie - -| — | Miss J.Despagnac -] 290C

67 } Juli arie - -| —| Ditto- - “50 | October —
enne = =| Pelle J rover

68| Amédée = julien | St | Meee. Beguivot “| 24 — + -{10
9| Joséphine - rs. Ve. Lahausse - o — - - _

"0 tli Basset - - | 18 | Mr, Ct. Galdemar - 30 agreement - - 3 —

n| Pr ec = - Agathe - 29 Mr.Lequitte, repg. the . 3

osper- =| Agathe-~ -j] 10 son of the late Mra, 50 — + -|16

m Tidéle - «1 Colin - 40 Me ta d ~

urélie - . - - A. Rolando - -}| 6 — -

74 Toinette - Giuvette -| 23 | Mrs. Ve. Speville Doger 50 _ : 7

75| Adelaide  ~! Qe, ine - «| 36 }-Mrs.Desylva = -
270

76| Cesar - Lue 2 Lt a Ditto- + - } 2 se |8

See: 2] > :] @ [Bini
le - -!| Rei ° ito - - - -4} go — - -| aN

"9| Elica - eine - -| 25 | Ditto - . . +} . 3 November —

80| Adélaide  - Focinthe -| 06 |Mr.Chs. Pitt - -| go — -« -

bh Ophelia - Rowe - -| 39| Mrs. Ve.leries -  -) 37

2} Maurice =. - 7]! itto- = - 1 imation - .

83! Felicia - Francois -| 16 | Ditto- . -_° ~f 30 estimation “| 3 =

- 19 | -- Mr. A. Dubamel, f .

Be Mimi. ~| Loui the Suc™ Duhamel. or| 30 agreement
en

: Victorine Berthid -  -| 22 | Mrs. Fodéré - «| gs — © -|%4

By Tisete - . Rapouza “| 36 wr. C. O’Sughbrue -| 30 estimation- -| 16 _

wlan: =| domme 2) ae | Meg. toe <] gpaeemers 1g x
.

oWs = - 10 —_— - -

89| Virginie . Braue - - | 43 | Mrs. J.L. D. Margan _ oo

go| J Rose - : gane 30 ° -| 24 _

osephine ~| Briserai -| 39| Pre. Romieu St. Aubin-| 49 estimation - -|2 —_

gl iM eraison =| 2 Z s
5

oeerie - «| Adeline 2 Mr. H. Gérard Ardé -| 50 agreement- -{ 26° —

98 Pie - -|Lamoureax . a7 ue H. Lacour - -| 48 _ - .~| 1 December =

94 | J ogene ~| Rebecca rs. Romefort - -| 34 estimation- -| 3 —

osephine -| Lol -| 25 |Mr.J.Camoin - -{| 40 agreement- == -

95| Baptiste oliette - -| — | Mr. J. Lemuirt , e 7 7

96| Alexis -| L’Entété -| 3 Mr. A ort = sf gO — -| g October —

- «1 Russ} 3 r. A. A. Labistour  - 60 — - -| 8D

97 | Pre. Loui ussie - -] #8 | Miss B. Di
ecember —-

Louis +! M.Julienne - | 43 |M E R ore = 2] 40 TT 6 Nover
3 r.F.Rondeaux- «| 20 — - =| 16 November —  166.—I],    
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APPRENTICES. Sumpaid, and whether by
No. -| Ages. MASTERS. Agreement between the DATE,

Parties or by Estimation.
NAMES. SURNAMES.

£,
98| Coradin- -| Thomas -| 49| Mrs, Giraud - -| 40 agreement ~| 22 December 1835,
g9| Emile - ~| Rosette - -| 16 | Mr. P. Lagesse - -| 45 _ - - | 23 —
100| Gustave -| Rosette - -}| 20 | Ditto - - - -| 45 — - -| 23 —
101| Chiffon - -| Tata - -{ 32 | Miss Ge. Legoy - -| 40 — - -| 94 _—
aoz | Aurore - -| Venus - -/| 37 | Mr. H.F. Vaudriere -}| 60 — - -| 28 —_
103| Alexis - =~|. Louise - - 8 | Mr. P. Collard - -| 18 estimation- 28 —
104 | Charlotte -| Lacorbine* -| 18 | Mrs. C. Mariette - -| 400 — - - | 29 —_
105| Clarice - -| Claire - -| 43 | Mrs. P. Allard | - - . .
106| Eucharice + {| Claire - -{| 13| Ditto- - - } 66 agreement "9

108 Plarice = * -"douce ° =} Suco™ Lachiche - -| 60 estimation- -{ 6 August —

1og| Janvier- -| Sultan - -}| — |Mr.Lomet- - +] 85 — - -} g June —
110| Fréderick -! Marie - =| — | Suc Gaillardon - -| go 0 — - + 3 September —
111 | Caroline - |Ladouce -} — | Suc™ Lachiche .- =| 30 — - -\ 6J 8-6
112 | Furanie -|Ladowe -| ~— | Dito- - - -/| 399 -— = sf anuary 105
113| Virginie -| Cybelle - -[— on . . _ . .Bet cnee ll cjede. 7} Suc A. Lefevre 64 1 =
115 | Constance -{ Aza - -1 46 | Mr. Castera - -{ 40 agreement- -{! 9 _
116| Carolie - - | Alerte - + | 23 | Mrs. Virieux - -| 40 — - -| 12 —_—
117| Héléna- -{| LaFrance + { 93 | Mr. P. Jaubert - -{ 144 — - eff —
118| Gervais -; Le Bon- -| 28 | Mr.G. Raffray - =| 60 — - 2/20 9 =
119| Philo - -| Philoctéte -{ 59 | Mr. Périchon = - -| 25 estimation- -| 26 _
120| Augustine -| Jeanne - -{ 16 | Mrs. Tarnee - «| 26 agreement- -+}27  —
121 | Theodore -| Venus - -~| 11 {| Mr. BH. F. Vandiee -| 15 0 — - -| 28 _
322| Lse, Elizabeth | Eulalie- -| — | Mr. B. Lemasson- | 40 — - ©]/29 =
123| Thérésé -| Lisse - -| 35 | Miss H. Laval - -
124| Uraule ~ -{| Lisse - =| 18 | Ditto - - - ‘i 300 . -;3o =
125| Zelime - -| Emilie - - | 39 | The minors Brun - -~|; 50 — - -| 18 November 1835
126| Geneviéve ~| Marcelle -| 38 |Mr.Je Milliew =~ -! 37 18.— - -| 20 December —
127| Ernest - -| Flora - - 7 | Ditto - - - -' 10 = - - {| 20 —
128 | Mle. Charlotte | Fidéle - -| 25 | Widow Dayot - -| 30 — - ~| 10 November —

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, (signed) George F.. Dick,
22 February 1836. Colonial Secretary.

N.B. During the same period 122 Apprentices have been liberated gratuitously from their term of apprenticeship;
and 10 have obtained entire freedom from having been in England.
On the 1st February 1836, there were in progress 29 acts of liberation by purchase, and 67 gratuitously.
 

(Circular.) (No. 4.)

To the Special Justices. ;
Colonial Secretary’s Uffice, Port Louis,

Sir, go January 1835: .
His Excellency the Governor directs me to transmit to you your commission as special

justice, and his general instructions for your guidance, together with a copy (in French)
of the Act of Parliament, and a book in which you are to record your proceedings.
You have already been furnished with a copy of the LocalOrdinances, No. 11, of 1834,

and No. 1, of 1836, as well as of the Governor’s proclamation to the slave population on
the approaching change of their condition, which his Excellency wishes you to take every
convenient opportunity of explaining to the Blacks. .
You are thus in possession of the principles by which your conduct is to be regulated,

and of his Excellency’s views generally as to the mode of carrying them into execution;
but the filling up of the more minute points of detail can only be the result of practice and

experience. ; ; ;
n the meantime, the Governor desires me to acquaint you that your salary will be the

same as fixed by the Act of Parliament, and that the Council of Government, in con-

sideration of the smallness of the sum, has added 72 2. annually for house-rent, where you
are not provided with quarters at the public expense, together with 48 1. for providing you
with the means of conveyances throughout your section, in order that there may be no
impediment to the zealous and effective discharge of your duty.

A, * .

By your commission you have a general His Excellency directs me further to m-

superintendence throughout your district, timate to you that the situation must be
on which subject further instructions will be viewed by you as purely provisional, and as
conveyed to you hereafter. such giving no claim for compensation on your

ceasing to fill it from any cause whatever.
. District A. .

And you will also understand that you are not to quit your without having 

Section B.
received the Governor’s permission, and arranged with one of the other justices to do the

urgent duty during your absence.
1 have, &e.

(signed)  G. F, Dick, Colonial Secretary:
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(Circular)

To the Special Justice for

Sir, _ _ Government House, 30 January 1895.
1. Havine appointed you to be the special justice of peace for the section of the

district of , 1 have now to convey to you some general instructions for your guidance
in the discharge of your duty.

2. The late period at which the Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 17th
September 1834, arrived here, will prevent its publication in time to be acted upon by the
ist of February; and the Local Ordinances, No. 11, of 1834, and No. 1, of 1835, passedby the Governor in Council, will be the law for the apprentice system until the Order of
His Majesty in Council shall be duly promulgated in the colony.

3. In principle, these laws are the same, and the differences m the details not generally
material; indeed, the chief distinction seems to be, that the Local Ordinances are more
full and explanatory in their details, and_ therefore, by making -yourself intimately
acquainted with their provisions, youcannotfail to understand, and to be weil prepared to
put in execution, the Order of the King in Council whenever it shall be published here.
And as an intimate knowledge of the laws under which you are to act isa primary duty
with you, I cannot too strongly impress upon your mind the necessity of deep and earnest
attention in the study of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery, and
of the Ordinances passed to give it effect.

4. The success of this new system, involving as it does a vital change in the constitution
of colonial society, will depend principally upon the activity, energy and temper with which
the special justices may execute their duties at the commencement of this great change.

§- Constant visits to the estates and establishments within your section, with summary
investigation on the spot, accompanied, in every practicable instance, by a prompt decision
on the case there, will be the surest. means of enabliag you to administer justice in the
spirit designed by the Legislature, and to the advantage and general satisfaction of those
concerned, thereby assuring, as far as possible, the success of the grand and noble
experiment of general emancipation.

6. lithe course of these visits, it should be your endeavour to acquire an accurate and
intimate knowledge of the characters and dispositions of the inhabitants of your section,
masters as well as apprentices, and of the prevailing habits and customs of all ranks of
the population. You will find that by understanding and workin upon the innocent
prejudices of the different classes, which can only be effected by an intimate knowledge of
their language and habits, much good may often be done without having recourse to the
execution of the laws. And it is scarcely necessary for me to impress upon you, that
whatever reform in the morals and behaviour of the Jower orders can be brought about by
persuasion and conviction, will be much nore lasting in its effects, and more productive of
general benefit, than that which is the result of coercion.

4. The necessity for the greatest activity, zeal and temper, should be instilled into the
minds of the police guards ; and they should be made distinctly to understand, that anydeficiency in these respects, or any acts of a more serious nature, such as drunkenness,insubordination, &c. will render their continuance in the public service impossible. The
men selected for this service are generally acquainted with local customs and habits; and,
as ‘much as possible, only persons of good character will be admitted into the special
police force. It will require your constant care and attention to preserve due discipline,
and a\proper xespectability of conduct, among the police guards, as that is most importantto their-usefulness, and the efficient discharge of their duty, particularly in regard to theirmoral influence with the apprentices.

8. It is very desirable that a proportion of them should be continually patrolling the
section, and that, on their return to the station, they should report what they have observed
during their walks; and any occurrences of importance should be noted down inwriting,
specifying particularly allthe estates they may have visited during each patrol. And as
a check on them, in regard to the accuracy cf such reports, you should, at your sub-sequent visits to the estates mentioned, make inquiry into the truth of the guards having
ceu there, and of the circumstances connected with it, reported by him.

_ 9 By law, you are required to visit each estate having 10 apprentices, or upwards, once
1 10 days; but it is by no means intended by this regulation to limit your visits to that
ciass of estates, to the exclusion of those having a smaller number of apprentices, or that
your appearances on the larger properties should be limited to the number of times pte-
scribed by law; on the contrary, it is most necessary that you should, as often as your otherduties will allow, call at the smaller establishments, and increase your visits to the larger,
whenever time will permit, or your presence be called for by the information you receivefrom your guards, or may obtain from any other quarter. . . .
.10. Your special duty is the administration of justice with the strictest impartialityetween masters and apprentices; but abstract impartiality will lose its effect unless it be

4cCompanied by temperance of language, calmness of deportment, and firmness of purpose;
and it will, therefore, be especially incumbent on you to be habitually guarded in your
communications with them, and deliberate in pronouncing your judgments, if you expectthat they should have weight either with the apprentices or their masters.

11. From the whole tenor of the Act of Partiament, and the discussions to which the
avestion of slavery has given rise, both in and out of Parliament, it is evident that
idleness, drunkenness and theft are the conspicuous defects of the Negro character; and in.
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working for a successful issue to the grand experiment of general emancipation, these faults
must be watched and guarded against with as much anxiety and attention as more serious
vices and crimes, a

12. It is therefore essential that you should, on all occasions, inculcate on the minds of
the apprentices the necessity of, and the moral obligation to industry; and by the most
prompt and energetic repression of all disposition to idleness, demonstrate to the apprentices
that it will inevitably and immediately bring its punishment with it; on the other hand
every encouragement should be given to those who are industriously disposed; and in your

communications with the masters you should endeavour to obtain from them such indul-
gences for the diligent and well-behaved apprentices as may show them that their conduct
has been noticed and approved, and will be rewarded. By these means it is hoped not
only that the apprentices will be stimulated to industry, but that they will gradually learn

to comprehend and appreciate the advantages of good conduct and the value of private
character; to which in their state of slavery the have generally been comparatively indif-

ferent, from not feeling that the subsistence of themselves and their families depended on
their individual good behaviour.

1g. And here I may remark, that it is very desirable to encourage the employment of

the apprentices during their extra hours, on the estates to which they respectively belong, as
it will tend to render them more steady and domestic in their habits, and to wean them from

that disposition to change and rovin about but too common among the lower orders here.

In your intercourse, therefore, with the masters, you should endeavour to induce them to

make permanent arrangements for this purpose, and at the same time inculcate upon the
apprentices that it is for their own advantage, as well asa duty to their master, to give him
the benefit of their additional labour, when he offers adequate remuneration, as provided by
art. 19, sect. 3, chap. 5, of Ordinance No. 1, of 1835.

14. From the information that has reached me of the nature of the complaints of the
slaves, I find that a large proportion of them originate in food and clothing, and as it is not
improbable that the complaints of the apprentices may proceed also in a great degree from

these two causes, you will be pleased to inculcate on the masters the strictest attention to the
enactments of the law on these heads, and the utmost regularity in the supply of them, to

save themselves as well as you much useless trouble and discussion. You will take occa-
sion, in the course of your periodical visits, to satisfy yourself as to the quality of the

articles of food; and with regard to clothing, it would prove a great preventive of com-
laints if you could arrange with the different masters that you could inspect the apprentices

half-yearly with it on, and early after its delivery to them. ,
1g. From the disproportion in the sexes, the mixed state of the population, and the

deficiency of moral education, marriages among the lower orders are little known here, and

the necessity of them, as establishing a sacred tie and religious obligation, is but imperfectly

understood; it is therefore my wish that you should take every opportunity of encouraging
settled unions among the apprentices, and regular marriages where they comprehend the

solemn obligation it imposes. To facilitate this object, an Ordinance (No. ) lately passed,

provides that no fee shall be payable on the marriage of apprentices.
In many instances the reputed husband and wife live on different estates, and it may

occasionally happen that one or both of the masters may not be disposed to admit of the

unrestricted intercourse of the parties by allowing them free admission on their respective

estates. In every such instance it will be your duty to inquire into the characters of the

apprentices concerned, and if you find them deserving of the favour, to use your influence

with the master or masters to grant them permission mutually to visit each other, subject,

of course, to a compliance with the rules and regulations for the management of the estates

to which the apprentices may respectively belong.
The authority ofparents and the obedience of children are very equivocal among that class

of the population about to become apprentices, and it is therefore highly expedient, when-

ever the opportunity may offer, that you should inculcate the importance of these duties,
and of the faithful and-affectionate discharge of them; for upon the proper understanding

and practice of the reciprocal duties of parent and child will depend, ina great measute

hereafter, the behaviour of these persons as members of society. It is likewise the basis

of all government, and is the first training of the youthful citizen to the exercise of civil

rights and legal obedience. ;

If the parents be impressed with a due sense of their authority and privileges, and with

feelings of responsibility for the exercise of them in a kind and affectionate manner, they

will easily understand the use of power in a superior, and will be able to estimate goodness

shown to an inferior; and if the child be early taught obedience and constant respect to

parents, he will readily comprehend the necessity of submission to legal restraints, andof

reverence for those who are in authority over him. By such means the rising generation

may be so far advanced in the practice of their duties as members of the community, that

in a few years no trace ofthe existence of slavery will probably be found in the conduct and

habits of those who are about to be delivered from it. .

It is provided by the Act of Parliament that the apprentices shall have full liberty of

worship, but from the deficiency of churches in the colony, it has been found necessaryto

make provision against the misapplication of this most important privilege, as you will see

by article 13, sec. 3, c. §, of Ordinance, No. 1, of 1835. ‘And as from the same cause it 18

urgently required that provision should be made for imparting religious and moral instruc-

tion to the apprentices, particularly to the children, I would wish you early to concert

with the masters respecting the means of performing divine worship regularly on Sunday

on each estate, and of having morning and evening prayers read during the week, whenevet
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it can be done conveniently, a practice which I understand has been adopted already on
several habitations in the windward districts.

It being found as yet impracticable, except to a very limited extent, to provide pxoper
places for reguiar police establishments with prisons attached to them, as anticipated b
the law, I am compelled to have recourse to other places of confinement which may be duly
authorized by me on your report; and it will therefore be your duty carefully to examine
the several places proposed for confinement on the different estates in your section, and to
beparticularly watchful and attentive to the treatment of the prisoners detained in them.
But you will find likewise by the local Ordinance, No. 1, of 1835, that power is given to
the special justices to commute imprisonmentfor extra service, a facility whichI cannot
too strongly recommend to yourattentive consideration for all cases not of criminal offence,
as tending most effectually to meet the views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to
inculcating habits of labour on the apprentice, whilst it preserves him from the contamina-
tion of evil associates whom he would be sure to meet with in a public prison, or even in a

penal gang. Loa yp a ys ; .
By clause 13 of the “ dispositions générales in Ordinance, No. 1, a discretionary power

is vestedprovisional in the special justices to send prisoners condemned to imprisonment
with hard labour to Port Louis to undergo their punishments, and when of long duration,
this may be had recourse to; but where limited to a few days, the means of carrying the
sentence into effect will probably be found within the district.
The law has likewise provided that whenever circumstances may require it, you may

apply for and obtain the assistance of the whole public force of the district, including
of course that of the general police; and | have to add, that the officers commanding the
King’s troops at the different stations in the island will be prepared to render you every
assistance, on receiving a requisition from you to that effect; you will however not resort
to this measure except in cases of the most urgent necessity, and which | confidently anti-
cipate will not occur. ; .
With regard to the general police establishment, much benefit will result from a mutual

good understanding between you and the officers of that department in the district, and
which it is therefore my wish should be assiduously cultivated by both for reciprocal
advantage, and the good of the public service.
Your communications with me will be carried on through the Colonial Secretary. All

~ extraordinary occurrences, particularly in the outset of the new system, are to be reported to
him for my information .at your earliest convenience, and whatever information you may
require in the discharge of your duty will be furnished by him.

- I have, &e.

(signed) Wm. Nicolay.
 

(Circular.)
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis,

13 February 1835.
To the Superintending. Special Justices of Pamplemousses, Riviere du Rampart, Flacq, Grand

Port, Savanna and Black River; and Special Justices of Plaines Wilhems, Moka and
Seychelles.

Sir,
His Excellency the Governor directs me to acquaint you, that until permanent arrange-

ments can be made for feeding the prisoners in the several districts, the assistant commissary~
general has been instructed to place at your disposal a quantity of rice, and fire-wood for
cooking it, and proper pots, in order that the prisoners under your charge may be regularly
supplied with food.

he tice and fire-wood will have to be accounted for; and you will be pleased,therefore,
toge directions to your serjeant to be careful in his issues. .
1bee prison ration to be one pound of rice for each individual not employed in any
abour.
Oil has been also ordered to be sent for the use of the guards on duty at night.
I take this opportunity of requesting that you will furnish me with a nominal return

of the serjeants and guards attached to you, with the days on which they respectively
entered on duty.

I have, &c.

(signed)  G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary.

 

(Circular.)
To the Superintending Special Justices. .

. Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis,
Sir, 23 February 1835.

Irbeing desirable that the special justices of the respective sections of districts should fix
on different days of the week as their day of audience, I have his Excellency’s directions to
request you will so arrange it with the special justices of your district that their days may
© separate, and that the audiences of any two be not fixed for the same day.

I have, &c.

(signed)  G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary.
166.—II,
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(Circular.)

To the Special Justices.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis

Sir, . 2 March 1835. ’
A REFERENCE having been made to the Procureur and Advocate-general on a question

which has arisen, viz. How far it may legally rest with the special justices of the districts to
attend to the wish of any apprentice who, with the consent ofhis master, may be desirous
of being placed in any other class than that in which he is enrolled on the books of the
slave registry? 1 have been directed to acquaint you, for your information and guidance
in this matter, that such an arrangement would be entirely at variance with the fourth
clause of the Slavery Abolition Act, under which the classification of the apprentice ig
declared to be dependent, not on the will of the parties, even where all are agreed, but on
the nature of the work on which each apprentice has been employed for a fixed and
determined period prior to the passing of the Act. Once made up on this basis and finally
closed, the lists then fix irrevocably the condition of each apprentice. ' If a non-pradial is
desirous of working as a preedial apprentice, an agreement to this effect may be entered
into between him and his master, under the superintendence of the special justice, who in
such a case will have additional motives for satisfying himself that the consent of the
apprentice has been fully and freely given, after due reflection on his part. But in this, ag
in all other conventions between the master and apprentice, the engagement can only be
made for the space of one year. .

I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary.

 

(Circular.)

To the Special Justices.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis,

Sir, ‘ 4 March 18365.
THE attention of his Excellency the Governor having been specially drawn:to the means

of providing for the maintenance of children under the 13th section of the Slavery
Abolition Act, and viewing the question as one of high importance, I have been directed
to state to you, that taking into consideration the long period of servitude which that
apprenticeship will entail, his Excellency conceives that the circumstances of each case
should be carefully inquired into, and well considered, before the special justice gives his
sanction to the apprenticing of children till the age of 21. His Excellency has desired me to
observe generally, that where mothers are capable and desirous of maintaining their
children themselves, they ought to be encouraged -to a perseverance in those habits of
industry which will naturally, accompany their desire to provide for their offspring; but
where children may not be properly supported by their parents, and are in consequence
exposed to suffering from the want of such support, and if you are thoroughly convinced
of their entire inability to maintain their offspring, apprenticeship may then be had
recourse to, as the provision which the -law has made for their maintenance in such
a contingency. . ‘

His Excellency has heard, with satisfaction, that in the same instances the parents have
made an agreement with the masters to give a certain portion of extra labour in pro-
portion to the number of their children, the masler providing for them as heretoore.
Such an arrangement appears to his Excellency to be an eligible one, and to be deserving
of encouragement throughout the colony.

I have, &c.

(signed) G, F. Dick, Colonial Secretary.

 

(Circular.)

To the Special Justices. . .
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis,

Sir, 20 April 1835.
His Excellency the Governor having referred to the Procureur and Advocate-generalthe

question of the formaiities to be observed for effecting the enfranchisement of apprente
who with the consent of their masters or mistresses have been in England, I have been
directed to acquaint you, that although the Order of the King in Council does not subject
to any formalities any apprentices who may have a right to claim their liberty under the
3d section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, it nevertheless appears
desirable in the interest of all parties, that. the course of proceeding in such cases should be
distinctly laid down; and his Excellency has therefore approved of the following asthe
formalities to be observed in such cases. .

Apprentices who may be entitled to the benefit of the section of the Act above recited,
shall appear before the special justice of the district, and lay before him the proofs on
which their claim to liberty is founded. The special justice shall therefore call before him
the person in possession of the claimant, in order that he may satisfy himself of thetruth
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the facts set forth. If such factsare not disputed, the special justice may deliver an act
declaratory of the freedom of the individual m virtue of the 3d section of the Act of
Parliament, which said act ofliberty should, hike all other acts of jiberation from the term
of apprenticeship, be subject to registry in the registers of the supreme court; but should
it so happen that the sojourn in England of the apprentice may be disputed, the considera-
t'on of the question in such a case will not be within the competence of thespecial justices,
but will appertain to the ordinary tribunals. .

I have, &c.
(signed)  G. F.Dick, ColonialSecretary.

 

(Circular.)

To the Superintending Special Justices and Special-Justices of Districts.

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 9 Oct. 1835.
Tue tst, 11th & 12th clauses of c. 4 of His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 17th Sept.

1834, requiring that certaindeclarations should be made to the special magistrates by all
masters having preedial apprentices in their employ, with regard to the mode of provisioning
them during the 12 months following, and that all those omitting or neglecting to make
such declarations, should be subject to the penalties therein laid down, I have been directed
by the Governor to state to you, that as it never has been the usage in this colony to make
allotments of land to slaves or apprentices to be cultivated by them for their subsistence,
the proclamation of the 2d of April last, issued in virtue of the power conferred on the
Governor under the 5th clause of the 4th chap. of the Order in Council, was limited tofixing
the nature and quantity of the various articles of which the daily rations of the apprentices
ought to be composed, and that it was not for these reasons thought necessary that any
local law should be made for regulating the hours to*be allowed to the apprentices for the
cultivation of the grounds which might be allotted to them.
"2. Considering it therefore probable that the masters of apprentices are impressed with
the belief that the Proclamation of the 2d April last is a modification of the provisions of
the Order in Council, in as far as they relate to the subsistence of the apprentices, and that
it comprises all the obligation of the master under that head, his Excellency conceives
that the penalties of the law cannot be applied, and you will accordingly consider yourself
authorized to dispense with the declaration tequired by the 1st article of the 4th chap. of
the Order in Council aforesaid. But in case it should happen that since that mode of
provisioning their apprentices has been brought to the knowledge of their masters, any of
them may have availed themselves of it, his Excellency desires that you will make careful
and minute inquiry into the subject, and report to me for his information whether an
inhabitants of the section under your superintendence has made allotments of land to his
apprentices to be cultivated by them for their own subsistence.

I have, &c.

(signed) G. F.. Dick, ColonialSecretary.

 

— No. 294. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Mauritius, 23 April 1836.
Wir reference to your Lordship’s Circular Despatch of the 12th July last,

Ihave the honour to forward herewith, returns A. and B. of the number and effect
of the returns of punishments received by me from the special mayistrates of this
island, for the month of January last.
A return similar to documert A, but embracing the whole of 1835, was trans-mitted with my Despatch, No. 21, of 29th February last; in reference to which

document, I deemed it proper to call the attention of the special justices to the
apparently large amount of punishment which is exhibited.
From the replies, and from the records of the justices, it is to be gathered, that

certain hardened offenders are repeatedly brought before them, thereby tending to
swell the list of punishments inflicted ; whilst the number of apprentices habituated
to the commission of crime is, proportionally, much less considerable.

Inclosed 1 transmit the reply of the special justice of Port Louis, the most
Populous part of the island, merely as a sample of the general substance of the
reports of the others.

IT have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay.

166.—]T.
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TABLE (B.)
GENERAL RESULTS.
 

Total Number|Total Number . ; N
of Apprentices|_ of Punish- Proportion of Males Total | rage Num- |mum Num-

throughout |ments inflicted] per Cent.

Total Number The Ave- |The Mazi- |The Maximum
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Stripes in-| Stripes in- |any one case| of Severity in any
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54,276 1,332 2} 535| 462 335 18 89 S months -| e-3 months’ hard

labour; 1 ditto to
sleepin the stocks;
7 ditto, 16 days
extra service ; half
wages forfeited;
robe of disgrace,        
William Nicolay.

 

To the Special Justices, Port Louis.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis,
Gentlemen, 2 March 1836.
An analysis of your journals for the year 1835 having beenmade by order of his

Excellency the Governor, for the purpose of being laid before the House of Commons,
I have the honour, by his direction, néw to transmit an extract of the results.
And as the proportion of punishments appears large, his Excellency would be glad to

receive from you such explanation on the point as you may have it in your power to offer.

I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. F. Dick,
Colonial Secretary.

Exrract of the Journals of the Special Justices of Port Louis.

Tota] number of punishments inflicted - —- - + - + 4,377
— of males punished by whipping - - - - 2,895
— of ditto otherwise - “ - - - - - 313
— of females punished = 2 2 = 2 = 1,169

Sir, Port Louis, 5 March 1836.

I nave had the honour to receive your letter, under date the 2d instant, on the subject

of the number of punishments inflicted on apprentices during the year 1835. In reply,

I beg to state, that though the number appears large, it is entirely confined to about 300
apprentices, of which about 150 are no sooner discharged from the Bagne than they
maroon, and, on apprehension, are again presented before us. There are some who, except
when they are fortunate enough to escape arrestation for a time, are here three and even four

times in a month, on account of short acts of maroonage or vagabéndage, and generally
they are apprehended immediately in consequence of their characters being well known to

our police guards.
It is a well-known fact, that in all large towns there are a greater number of depraved

characters than would be found among a population much more numerous residing in the
country; and, unfortunately, a few proprietors, anxious to get rid of their bad characters,
of whom nothing can be made on their estates, give permission to many to hire themselves
in town ; and, so as the money is paid, the means by which it is obtained is little thought
of by some who are entitled to the services of apprentices. .

It would appear that there were 4,377 punishments during the year 1835; I have little
doubt that at least 3,500 out of that number are attributable to marooning. .
We have before us this day the 644th maroon since the commencement of this year,

and his Excellency will see by this what proportion are punished for this offence._
We very seldom indeed now see a new face as a culprit; nearly all the complaints pre-

ferred against apprentices being confined to those who are already well known to us.
I avail myself of this opportunity to repeat my firm conviction of the great advantage

to be derived to the public, and to the individuals themselves, by the Governor’s sanction

being given to the employment in the dependencies of some of the very bad characters
among the apprentices. They will be removed from temptation; the colonywill get nid
of persons who do not work, inflict much misery on their masters, steal, and join in every

sort of mischief, while it will benefit by their employment in the small islands, where
labour is in great demand. The apprentices will, after a time, if we may judge by former
cases, return reformed characters, and become useful members of society, instead of cou-

finuing, as they now are, its pest.
I have, &c.

(signed) John Weir, .
Superintending Special Magistrate.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISII COLONIES. 253

ANTIGU A. ANTIGUA.

— No. 295.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. M. MacGregor, Bart.to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government-House, Antigua, 29 August
1834.

I po myself the honour of forwarding, by the present opportunity, transcripts of | No. 295¢
bills for this Island, passed by the Council and Assembly, and assented to by me,
in the months of July and August last, viz.

“ An Act for the punishment of idle and disorderly persons, rogues and vaga- Liz,
bonds, incorrigible rogues and other vagabonds in this Island.” N,, PPeng;

In the altered state of the Island, after the 1st day of August next, when a ae
general emancipation is to take place, it was deemed necessary to prevent idle and
profligate characters from roaming through the colony, and compelling them, if
possible, to resort to industrious habits for support. This Act was framed on
those principles, as well as to repress vice and immorality, and is intended to
operate as similar Acts in the mother country.
“An Act for the establishment and regulation of a market in the town of “ih

St. John, and for regulating the sale of various commodities throughout the “aPPeng;
Island.” No, ngs

 

— No. 296. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 December 1834. No. 296.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 29th October last, leaving to their operation the Acts passed by Kite Appen
the legislature of Antigua in the months of July and August last. 119 ix,

T have, &c. Re
(signed) Aberdeen.

 

—No. 297. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J.MZ. MacGregor, Bart. No. 297.
° Me Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government-House, Antigua, 22 Decem-
er 1834,

I po myself the honour. of forwarding transcript of a Bill passed by the legis-
lature of this Island, viz.
“An Act for more effectually preventing the purchase of stolen iron, copper, Vit,

lead and brass in this Island; and for repealing sundry laws at present in force in Ap,was No! Pend,the said island relative thereto.”
cee

— No. 298. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 February 1835.
Aw Act passed in the Island of Antigua, in the month of November last, No. 298.

for ‘Preventing the purchase of stolen goods, contains a clause (No. 4) which
subjects to very severe punishment any person found in possession of any iron,
Copper, lead or brass, who shall not be able to prove to the satisfaction of the "te Arey
esistrate before whom the complaint may be lodged in the first instance, or ces

 

the event of atrial, tu the satisfaction of the court and jury, by what means such
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articles came into his possession, or show some reasonable cause to induce a belief
that he was lawfully possessed of them.

This enactment unavoidably suggests the remark, that there can scarcely be a
single householder, nor, indeed, many adult inhabitants.in the island, who might
not be found in possession of some of the enumerated metals, either wrought or
unwrought, without having the power to preve, or even to recollect, how they first
came into their keeping. Whether such persons would be able to show reasonable
cause, inducing a belief that the possession was lawful, must depend upon the
uncertain and fluctuating opinions of successive magistrates, judges and jurymen,
The rigour of the enactment will, therefore, in most cases, and in ordinary times
defeat itself; and innocent persons will usually find, in public opinion, an effectual
protection against the undue severity of the legislature. Anticipating, therefore,
no immediate injury to anyone from this law, I have not thought it incu:nbent oy
me to recommend to His Majesty in Council the disallowance on this ground of
an Act, which in other respects appears unexceptionable. But, on the other hand,
believing that such legisiation tends to deprive the law of its proper character of
a fixed rule of action, and to render it the ready instrument of Caprice, of mo-
mentary excitement and of personal prejudices, and that the multitude, who
estimate their own legal obligations, not by what is written in the statute book,
but by what is passing about them, may thus be often betrayed into a fatal snare,
T cannot think that a penal enactment so directly involving some evident injustice
ought to be accepted on the calculation that it will be permitted babitually to
slumber. For this reason the decision of His Majesty in Council on this Act will
be suspended, until you shall have suggested to the Council and Assembly the
expediency of defining, with greater precision, an offence against which penalties
of so much rigour have been denounced, and until I shall have learned the result
of that recommendation.

I have, &c.
(signed) Aberdeen.

 

— No. 299. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart,

Sir, Downing-street, 14 May 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 23d ult., disallowing an Act passed by the Legislature of
Antigua in the month of December last, for regulating special contracts between
labourers and their employers, &c.; accompanied by an extract from a Report of
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations,
explaining the grounds upon which His Majesty was advised by their Lordships
to disallow the same.

I have, &c.
(signed) _Gleneig.

 

(Enclosure in No. 299.)

Extract from Report of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, recommending
the disallowance of Antigua Act for regulating Special Contracts between Labourers
and their Emplcyers, &e.
Because it needlessly interferes with the free competition for wages on the one hand,

and for labour on the other.
 

— No. 800.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. 1. MacGregor, Bart. to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 14 July 1835-
I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th of

May last, intimating that His Majesty had been advised to disallow the Act of this
legislature ‘for regulating special contracts between labourers and their employ-
ers,” &c., and herewith to forward copies of communications between.the Counet

an
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and Assembly and myself, and of a report of a joint committee, indicative of the
principles on which, in the opinion of the two houses, any other enactment on this
important subject should hereafter be framed.

I bave, &c.
(signed)  E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.
 

Enclosures in No. 300.

(No. 1.)

His Excellency the Governor to His Honour the President and Council.

Your honourable board is informed that an Order of His Majesty in Council, dated
the 23d of April, has been received by the Governor from Lord Glenelg, His Majesty’s
Principal Secretar of State for the Colonial Department, disallowing an Act passed by
the legislature of this island, entitled “ An Act for regulating special contracts between
labourers and their employers, and enforcing a strict observance of such contracts,” the
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, stating, as
the grounds upon which His Majesty was advised to disailow the said Act, that it “need-
lessly interferes with the competition for wages on the one hand, and for labour on the
other.”
Government House, St. John’s, (signed) E, J. M. MacGregor, Governot..

2 July 1835.

 

(No. 2.)

Sir,
We have received the directions of the board of council and house of assembly to

acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communication of the 2d instant, acquaint-
ing them that His Majesty had been advised to disallow the Act of this Island for “ regu-
lating special contracts between labourers and their employers, and enforcing a strict
observance of such contracts, as needlessly interfering with the free competition for wages
on the one hand, and for labour on the other.” And we have been desired to take the
opportunity of transmitting to your Excellency, with a request that it may be laid before
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, the copy of a
report of a joint committee of the two houses on this most important subject, and which
is indicative of the principles on which, in the opinion of the two houses, any other enact
ment should hereafter be framed.

/ We have, &e.
14 July 1835. (signed) Samuel Warner, President.

Nicholas Nugent, Speaker.
 

(No. 8.)

WE the Joint Committee of the Council and Assembly, appointed to consider and report
upon the subject matter of the despatch, which has recently been received by his Excel-
lency the Governor from the Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, His Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated the 28th February last, have read his Lordship’s
strictures on our law for regulating hirings in husbandry with great surprise and chagrin.
We are not prepared to admit the propriety of those strictures. The particular enact-

ments to which they relate, whatever may be their real character, are, with very few excep-
tions, the offspring of the noble Secretary’s own department ; and if there be anything con-
nected with them, for which the legislature of this colony can he justly reproached, it
must be its having too implicitly relied on the good faith of His Majesty’s Government,
when it availed itself of the Earl of Ripon’s invitation to adopt them.
We trust that the Council and Assembly will always entertain with becoming respect

‘any observations that the colonial minister may feel it his duty to offer for their consi-
deration. It is his undoubted right to advise, and assign his reasons for advising the King,
todisallow any Acts that may be passed by the legislutures of the clfartered colonies; but
We submit that it ought to be invariably exerted with sound discretion, and a scrupulous
Tegard to the privileges of those independent bodies. When viewed in all its bearings,
in this momentous crisis of the fate of this colony, this right would, moreover, appear to be
of too serious a complexion to admit of delegation in the ordinary routine of office, as an
intemperate or injudicious exercise of it towards us, (grounded on false theories and erro-
neous impressions, derived from either impure or imperfect sources,) must infallibly frus-
trate our present anxious endeavours to give security to property, and preserve the revenues
of the Crown unimpaired, by keeping all classes of the inhabitants within their proper
sphere, under the common operation of salutary and constitutional laws.

hen these colonies were settled, it was declared by the British Parliament that the
local legislature should not be at liberty to make laws repugnant to those of the parent
State; from which we conceive it may fairly be deduced that, while those legislatures
vonrane ‘o pserve the spirit and general principle of that prohibition, they ought notKe
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be thwarted in the execution of their sacred trust by the capricious dictation of His Ma-
jesty’s official advisers.
We admit that while slavery existed in the British colonies in the West Indies, the

abuses that were inseparable from that arbitrary system made it imperative upon the
Government to keep a watchful eye over the proceedings of the local authorities; a though
we cannot acquiesce in his Lordship’s observation, that the combination of party and
judge under that system was simply “sanctioned by the law, the usages, and the public
opinion of West Indian communities.” .

That system really grew out of the far more solemn sanction of its open encouragement
by the British Government, ‘by British statutes, and by the British people, with the aid of
British capital; and we cannot, consequently, refrain from expressing our surprise that
the colonists shculd, after having under such circumstances patiently endured the loss of
property in slaves, with a nominal compensation, be obliquely upbraided by a British
‘minister with having held such property under that more solemn sanction, and upon the
faith of the security it was naturally considered to afford to the possessor. A new era in
the annals of this colony has arrived, which will be memorably noted in the page of his-
tory.. In the position in which Antigua now stands, in virtue of her spontaneous act of
moral courage, by which all distinctions of colour are for ever abolished within her pre-
cincts, and all classes of society made equally free and brought under the common protec-
tion of her laws, she ought not to be any longer regarded with distrust by the Government.
Had she been so fondly attached to the principles of the system of slavery, as to be anxious
“to promote the silent growth of a new code, depressing below the common level of
society, in respect of civil rights and penal liabilities, persons who have been so long accus-
tomed to regard themselves, and to be regarded by others, as in a state of social inferiority
and domestic and personal degradation,” she would not have renounced them when it was
at her option to adhere to the remnant of that odious system, at least for a given period,
and the liberal feeling she evinced on that occasion, and which alone could have directed
her policy in making her election, ought assuredly to have been received by the minister
as an earnest of her disinclination to derogate from those ciyil rights which she had so gra-
tuitously and disinterestedly conferred on the class to which he alludes. We say disinterest-
edly, because she claims the merit of having not simply emancipated her slaves, but of
having, at the same time, provided for the comfort and relief of the aged and infirm
amongst them, and with prudent foresight generally afforded to the rest a temporary
refuge from that distresswhich might utherwise have been consequent on the being too
abruptly thrown upon their own resources. She would not now retrace her steps, and fall
back upon the system of compulsory apprenticeship, if it were in her power so to do. The
bold alternative which she deliberately embraced has made her labourers as free as the
peasantry of England; and in spite of all the impediments she has hitherto encounteretl
in the pursuit of her object, she does not despair of eventually arriving at the consummation
of rendering them equally industrious and contented with their lot.

In making our election in favour of immediate emancipation, we were in a great measure
influenced by the propositions addressed to the West India body, by the Earl of Ripon,
when that nobleman was at the head of the colonial department, and contemplated the
introduction of the British statute for the abolition of slavery. It wasa part of his projected
scheme, which he obviously communicated for the purpose of reconciling the colonists to
the measure to which it referred, that the labouring population should be subjected to pecu-
har restraints, which he considered to be not less essential to the wellbeing of that popula-
tion than they must confessedly be to promoting the growth and manufacture of our staple
commodities. Although the propositions emanated ostensibly from the Colonial minister,
it is clear that they either involved a pledge on the part of the Government tu give them
every necessary effect, or were calculated to mislead the body to which they were addressed.
Wecertainly held them to be binding on the Government, whatever changes might occur
in the cabinet, and acted upon that impression when we embodied some of the principles
of them in our law for regulating special hirings in husbandry, which has been so strongly
criticised by the Earl of Aberdeen. His Lordshipis pleased to preface his objections wit
the remark, that “ Antigua has earned for herself this, amongst other distinctions, that the
enactments Which may be framed there for the government of a society, in which slavery
has given place to unqualified freedom, will probably pass into a rural code for the rest of
the colonies embraced in the Slavery Abolition Act.”
We shall not pause to inquire whether a code, which is expressly framed to meet the

particular position and immediate exigencies of one of the BritishWest fadian Colonies,
could be put in general operation throughout those colonies with any chance of practical
benefit, but. proceed to observe, that the distinctions which his Lordship has thus ascribed
to Antigua would seem to weigh but little with the Government in the scale of her deserts,
as all that has hitherto animated her struggle, to ensure the success of her eventful expe-
riment, is the consciousness of having done what she felt to be right, when she resolved
upon it; should it end in ruin, we shall at least have the consolation of reflecting that we
did not rashly brave the result.
We, in the first instance, addressed ourselves to Lord Stanley, then at the head of the

colonial department, by a joint memorial, expressive of our prepossession in favour of it, but
distinctly pointed to the difficulties which surrounded it, and inviting a candid declaration
on his part, of the assistance we were likely to derive from the Government in a courageous
attempt to surmount them. His Despatch of the 13th December 1893, intormed us, that
* with regard to the specific measures of relief and protection, which we had_ pointed vy.

namely,
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namely, the abolition of the 44 per cent. duties, the monopoly of the home market, as

against foreign slavery-holding states, and the encouragement of the cultivation of sugar,
by giving facilities for its use in the breweries and distilleries, his Lordship regretted that
he must confine himself to the general intimation of his intention to give to those subjects
the most impartial and careful attention; that, at the same time, however, he might ven-

ture to assure us, that the line of conduct which the colony of Antigua was disposed to

ursue upon that momentous occasion would secure to it a strong claim upon the Imperial

Parliament for such relief and assistance as would be afforded, without adding to the fiscal.

burden or injuring the general interests of themother country.” Although this Despatch

did notdirectly pledge the government to any specific measure of relief or protection, we
regarded it as an earnest of their cordial approval of our policy and determination to assist
us, to a certain extent, in maintaining it. Under that impression we ventured to ingraft
on our Act for the Abolition of Slavery, a clause for relieving the colony from the 4} per

cent. duties, which had beenfor more than a century and a half corroding its vitals; and

we confidently expected that it would be favourably entertained by Lord Stanley, from
whom it must be remembered that we had not then the slightest intimation of the obstacle
which was afterwards stated to exist to its being allowed by the King. It was not until
the 19th February 1834, that it occurred to his Lordship to apprise us that “ these duties
were under the control of the Imperial Parliament, and the Assembly of Antigua had no
right to legislate as to the repeal or modification of them.” When that communication
reached us, the die had been already cast; our course had been already taken; and it was
too late to recede ; both principle and policy impelled us forward ; and we manfully proceeded,
at all hazards, to realize the expectations which the abortive effort we had made had very
naturally raised in the minds of the negro population. We then abolished slavery and the
44 per cent. duties by separate Acts, The one was confirmed, and the other disallowed ;
(for the reason which Lord Stanley had previously assigned) and Mr. Secretary Rice in
announcing the failure of this principal prop of our political structure, was pleased to cha
racterise the unrestricted emancipation of our slaves as “a wise and benevolent measure
of the legislature of Antigua,” and to express a hope that “ under the new system, the
enlightened inhabitants of the colony would not only be rewarded by the consciousness of
having deserved well of their country, but also by the extension of industry, the security of
property and the promotion of the general interests of the Island.” .

If these duties are actually under thecontrol of Parliament, it is difficult to understand
upon what principle LordStanley and his successors can have held it reconcilable with the
solemn pledge contained in his despatch of the 13th December 1833, to omit to take the
sense of the House of Commons upon the propriety of relinquishing them; and this too
apparent want of sympathy towards us in our present critical position, has been very
recently rendered the more dejecting to us by the circumstance of our legislature being
included in a circular communication from the colonial department, conveying a tender
ae eabolition ot the duties in question, on the condition of our assuming _another
pur en, ¥rich,alt ough its specific weight might be somewhat below the maximum of

ich it is proposedto be substituted, would be the more intolerable of the two, on
account of its never varying in the severity of its pressure on the landed interest.
bereStanleyhaving been the author of the systemof apprenticeship, we could not have
een urprisesatl is declining to afford us any facilities in departing from it, if a sense of

Pp ie uty had dictated his adoption of that course; and a candid avowal of his disap-
Pompe althoesgudden {ransition from slavery to freedom would have commanded our

. t ed our favourite purpose.
in wepeeretaryRice, however, has declared that we acted “ wiscly as well as benevolently

ee 1g ourstavesto pass at once to a state of unrestricted freedom;” and this being
Sey ich at minister professed to take of our momentous experiment, he would
teen oa v en ound, in common consistency, to makesome little effort to promote
Goren Had we received the support which we had every right to expect from the
ved ent natauceess would long ere this have ceased to be doubtful, and our example
hee quest pre ably have been qeromptly followed by the sister colonies : whereas, our
tion ae “ to our unassisted efforts to surmount the difficulties of our perplexing posi-
ap ’ohend. katY nent with indignity in the exercise of our legislative functions, 1s, we

neers neds uv ut e likely to make converts to our policy, but will rather serve to expose
round ue acon to ‘ ter those colonies from encountering the dangers which appear to sur-

Tou tines r ren they would be naturally too apt tomagnify. .
by envender al policy has unhappilyproved detrimental to the interests of those colonies,
thm ther eine a spirit of discontent in the minds of their apprenticed labourers, the reflec-
into a rarah aweweare now devising for the regulation of husbandry may possibly pass
render ceral co e we i e rest of the colonies embraced in the Slavery Abolition Act, must
a toles on particularly incumbent on us to take care that those laws shall not be such
offended. pen to merited reproach from those whom we have already unintentionally

aa ambecomes gur duty to discuss the various objections which have been made to an
they ooo ting inings in husbandry, by theEarl of Aberdeen, in theorder in which
to th in his Lordship’s despatch, and submit our dispassionate opmion upon them

i e consideration of the Legislature.
words te nntomary, in framing Acts of Parliament, to give any precise definition to
is to be prevenet ¢ common law of the land has annexed a particuiar acceptation; and it

166 a ned, that the term special contract might be easily understood by our magis-~
Hi. tracy,
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tracy, as it appears to havebeen by his Lordship, whose interpretation of it is perfectly
consistent with the sense in which it was used by the legislature, and adopted from the
28th and 3oth clauses of the Earl of Ripon’s draft of an “ Ordinance regulating the labour
to be performed by the population rural of British Guiana, and the remuneration to be
received by them in return for such labour.” At the same time, we are hy no means
inclined to disregard his Lordship’s scruples on this head. The bill, as it originally stood
made it essential to the validity of the contracts that they should be reduced into Writing;
but it was considered by a majority of the House of Assembly, that the labourers would
not be readily prevailed upon to subscribe to a formal document, from an apprehension of
its being calculated to entrap them; and the words “ or otherwise” were inserted in con-
sequence. We have no hesitation, under existing circumstances, in recommending that
all “ particular hirings,” as distinguished from “ general hirings,” in the mother country,
should be entered into in writing, in the presence of a magistrate, and signed by hin, in
attestation of the free concurrence of the contractingparties, after having receiveda dis-
tinct explanation from him of the nature and effect of such particular hirings respectively,

His Lordship is pleased to usher in his second stricture with a declaration, that “he
makes no objection to the general principle of visiting the defaults of labourers bya for-
feiture of wages for a greater length of time than that of the absence itself, or even by
punishment involving some bodily suffering; that however desirable it may be thatsociety
should be heldtogether by sanctions of a more liberal character, yet in an employment of

such vital importance to the general welfare as is that of the growth and manufacture of
the great staple commodities of this island, it is necessary that the workmen should give
some better pledge than the mere liability to dismissal, or to actions at law, for the faithful
performance of the duties they have assumed towards their employers; that there would
otherwise arise want of mutual confidence, destructive to any scheme of extending improve-

ment and expenditure, and a decline of agricultural and commercial industry, by which
no class of persons could in reality suffer so much as those whose daily subsistence depends

on their daily manual labour.” ‘It would have been strange indeed if his Lordship had
refused his assent to a general principle which has invariably regulated the husbandry of
the mother country from the reign of Queen Elizabeth to the present day. Antigua can-
not consistently receive as a boon what she claims as aright; and we respectfully, but

firmly, maintain that she ought to be allowed to regulate her husbandry in the manner

which shall appear to her legislature to be most conducive to her prosperity, under the
legitimate restraint, to which she will always cheerfully submit, of being obliged to adhere,

in all her enactments, to the spirit of the British constitution and social regulations of the
parent state. In not one of the details of the enactments which are objected to, have we

transgressed the limits which our charter has prescribed. The laws of England, as well as

the propositions from the Earl of Ripon to the West India body, to which we have already

referred, would have warranted us in coercing our labourers to work at a settled rate of

wages; but our policy has been’ to try the effects of conciliation and forbearancewith

them befure we proceeded to extremities. It must have been evident to his Lordship, from

the short duration which we had assigned to the Act, that it had been resorted to on the

spur of the occasion, and as a temporary expedient. Sufficient time had elapsed since the

abolition of slavery to enable us to discover the more formidable evils, against which our-

legislation should be immediately directed. We had anxiously watched the workingof

the new system, and ascertained the points on which it was most likely to fail. ‘The

establishing and taking off the first crop under that new system, was an object of vital

importance to us; as, with the loss of that crop, must of necessity have perished the means

of.defraying the expenses of cultivation in the succeeding year; a calamity against which

the majority of the landholders could not have successfully struggled; and a large propor-

tion of our negro population must have been, consequently, thrown out of employment,

and either haye deserted the colony to seek a subsistence, or become aprey to destitu-

tion, These were so many powerful inducements to us to prepare, as we did, to meet

a pressing emergency; and it is to be deeply lamented that the arl of Aberdeen should,

in the absence of all information as to the practical effects of our enactments, have 60

abruptly abrogated them while our critical crop was in jeopardy, in utter disregard of

the general welfare, and upon specific grounds, which are derogatory to the character an

rivileges of our legislature, and calculated to unsettle the minds of the lower orders, an

fring the constituted authorities into contempt with them. This colony is, under existin=

circumstances, as it were in a state of infancy. We have yet to learn that a rod must not

be held over a child for the purposes of domestic discipline, because it cannot be lawfully

used for correcting the licentious habits of a man. The negro who has been just trans-

ported from Africa to the shores of Trinidad, and apprenticed in that colony, would

assuredly require to be kept in subjection by restraints that would net beapplicable

the condition of the more enlightened labourer of Antigua; and, considering the numeri?

disproportion that exists between our higher and lower classes, and the suddennesswith

which the latter have so recently passed from slavery to freedom, it is our conscientious

conviction, that we cannot safely consent to place them, as we are gravely instructed to

do by an act of perilous elevation, which would be without a parallel in the history of the

world, completely on a level with the freeborn peasantry of England, who are 50 mh

further advanced in civilization, and whose industry and fidelity stand approvedby t t

experience of ages. The probatery term which the wisdom of the Imperial Parliamet”

annexed to their emancipation, sufficiently evinced the sense which the British natio

entertained of their present unfitness for any greater exemption from control in the enjoy

ment of their liberty, than we are prepared te allow them. The
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The penalties which the Act inflicts on a labourer for absenting himself from the service
of his employer are precisely the same as those which are prescribed by the Earl of Ripon’s
proposed “Ordinance for theprevention of indolence, vagrancy, &c., committed by the
rural population ofBritish Guiana.” The particular clause upon which his Lordship ani-
madverts, may certainly, if construed according to its very letter, occasionally.operate with
undue severity ; but itis of infinite importance to the agricultural interests that the labourer
should not be at liberty to “ loiter,” instead of punctually fulfilling his engagements; and
the discipline of the estates could not therefore be relaxed in this respect, without opening
a door to an habitual disregard on the part of the labourer of the appointed hours of
assembly in the field, andhiscapriciously leaving his work at a critical moment, when the
injury which his employer might actually suffercould. not be justly measured by the short-
ness of the absence. The employer should, we conceive, be invested with a right of mulct-
ing, to a limited extent, for these minor offenees, subject to an appeal to a magistrate for
his decision ; and, in the event of his abusing that right, he should be liable, on summary
conviction, to make instant reparation to the injured party, in treble the amount of the
wages that may have been unjustifiably withheld.

His Lordship disapproves of our having referred the question of the reasonableness of the
cause of absence in each successive case, to the unfettered discretion of the justice of the
peace before whom the complaint may be preferred, although he admits, that “ it is indis-
pensable to confide to the judge an ample discretion to distinguish, as occasions arise,
between reasonable and unreasonable apologies for absence from work.” This is a very
tender point, upon which we lament exceedingly that his Lordship has been so unguarded
in his suggestions, and the reasonings by which he has endeavoured to enforce them. As
servants in husbandry are punishable in England on summary conviction before a single
justice, our enacting that all forfeitures annexed to misdemeanours committed by labourers
in this colony shall be imposed at a petty sessions, would be virtually declaring the gentle-
men who are in our commission of the peace, to be as unworthy of their trust as theBarl of
Aberdeen considers them to be. We believe them to be, generally speaking, by no means
inferior, in point of education, to the county magistrates in theUnited Kingdom ; and this
being the case, the only ground on which his Lordship’s apprehension of their being less
likely to administer impartial justice between the labourer and his employer must neces-
sarily proceed, is, that of their. not possessing an equal share of integrity. The county
magistrate in the United Kingdom is no more a disinterested stipendiary officer than the
magistrate of Antigua is, but 1s equally a private gentleman, with local interests and local
prejudices, to bias and pervert his judgment; and, notwithstanding his greater affluence,
and consequent importance in the eyes of the ministry, is equally subject, with the dejected
and unpitied West India planter, to the common lot of human infirmity. They both hold
their offices under the Crown, and are removeable for misconduct at the King’s pleasure.
The common law of England is in full force in this colony. The King’s representative is.
always easy of access. ‘The public press is abundantly free from unconstitutional restraints,
and a magistrate abusing his trust would, therefore, be at once liable to dismissal from
office, to personal reparation to the injured party, and to exemplary punishment by the
criminal court. We have not heard of the occurrence in this colony of the particular abuse
which his Lordship observes “can be scarcely considered as impossible in a society like
ours.” The case of the King against Hoseason presents an unquestionable proof that it
has once formeda blot in the escutcheon of oneof the members of that body, which would
seem to be so immaculate in the eyes of his Lordship. If the ingredients of our society
are not sufficiently pure for the purposes of the Government, the places of those gentlemen
who are now in the commission of the peace may be easily suppiied by an adequate num-
ber of stipendiary officers; but until these stipendiary officers shall be appointed to relieve
them from their irksome duties, his Lordship must excuse our declining to withdraw from
them that implicit confidence which has been hitherto reposed in their integrity, and they
have always appeared to our legislature to deserve. .

The punishment annexed to drunkenness, and the failure to provide for infant children,
are in perfect accordance with the 14th clause of one of theEarl of Ripon’s proposed ordi-
nances for the regulation of the rural poplation of British Guiana. The vice of drunkenness
Must, in a moral point of view, be always equally degrading to the person who is addicted
to it, but its culpability in the eye of the law must essentially vary in proportion to the
importance of the trust with which the offender may be charged, and the obligation we have
imposed upon the labourers as to the maintenance of infant children is more limited in its:
compass than that which is prescribed by the ordinance to which we have referred, and the
7th section of the British statute of the 43a Elizabeth, c.2. But we, nevertheless, think
it advisable, under existing circumstances, to exclude these particular provisions from our
Tural code,and. make them the subject of separate enactments, extending generally, as his

is Lordship proposes, to all classes of the community. .
The clause which is the subject of his Lordship’s fourth objection only differs from the

37th clause of one of the Earl of Ripon’s proposed ordinances for regulating the population
of British Guiana, in superadding the inflictiou-of a penalty of 101. on the employer in the
event of his being convicted of a breach of contract or ill usage. The English statutes do
he empower the magistrate to extend his award beyond the wages in arrear, anddischarge
Tom service. We deemed it expedient to enact, that the penalty should be paid into the

public treasury, in order to guard against the temptation that must have been otherwise held
out to unfounded complaints and combinations on the part of unprincipled labourers to
Support each other in establishing them. ‘he injury which the labourer derives from a

165.—Tf, temporary
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temporary abstraction of wages cannot be very considerable, unless he neglects to avail
himself of his power of obtaining immediate reparation, and we presume that the provision
we have already recommended for deterring employers from abusing the right of mulcting
for minor offences, will, if extended generally to the non-payment of wages, suffice to
satisfy his Lordship on this head. In the absence of an express declaration to the contrary
the law would consider the remedy which the Act has given to the labourers for any
wrongs he may suffer as emulative; but there can be no harm in our being more explicit
in this respect.

His Lordship’s fifth objection would seem to be one of a very extraordinary complexion;
as the labourer does not pay any rent for the house which he occupies on the estate of his
employer, he is no more a tenant than the domestic servant in England, who has a bed in
the attic of his master’s house. In our Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which has been
confirmed by the King, it is distinctly declared that the privilege which was reserved to the
labouring population, of retaining the occupation of the houses which had been assigned to
them when they were in a state of slavery for the succeeding twelvemonth, was a gratuitous
accommodation to them for that limited period, and should depend, among other things, on

their working for the proprietors of the respective estates to which they were attached, at a
stipulated rate of wages.
The occupation of the house is virtually a part of the consideration which the labourer

receives for his services ; and, as it is a maxim of British law, that “in all contracts the obli-
gation must be mutual” if the labourer transfers his services to another estate, in violation of
a prior engagement, he must necessarily be held to have forfeited his claim to every part of
the equivalent which his first employer had agreed to give for them. The labourer who
is not under a special hiring is at liberty to leave the estate on which he has been accus-
tomed to work, and attach himself to any other he may prefer; but in case of bis selecting
to do so, he must, as a matter of course, relinquish the possession of the house he had been

permitted to occupy in the character of a hired servant. Proprietors of estates are not
obliged to adhere to any particular scale of wages, but free to offer whatever they think
they can afford to any labourers they wish to employ, provided such labourers are com-
pletely absolved from their obligations to their first employers, and can either be accomme-

dated with houses upon the respective estates, or settle themselves, as an independent pea-
santry, in detached cottages in the vicinity.
Under these circumstances, we cannot perceive that we have, by imposing a penalty ona

person employing the occupant of a house on another man’s estate, attempted anything
like a “ formidable abridgment of the new freedom, and of the legal equality of the eman-

cipated slaves.” The Act has, upon the whole, as a temporary expedient, been attended
with very solid advantages to the colony, as it has taught the labourers the necessity of
working for their subsistence, and punctually fulfiling their engagements.
The form of the clause, for the recovery of penalties, is oae which is very generally:

adopted in the revenue Acts of the mother country. {t was intended to give greater lati-
tude and facility to the magistrates in framing their convictions, but there can be no valid

objection to substituting another, of a more definite character.
‘As the labourer could only be brought under the operation of the penal provisions of the

law in question, by his own voluntary act of entering into a special hiring, we cannot un-

derstand how “the free people of colour, who were never in bondage, could possibly regard

the novel disabilities imposed upon them with just and reasonable dissatisfaction.” We,
however, propose that all the provisions of the Act, which is now under consideration,

should be confined to rural labourers; and that the misdemeanours of mechanics, who are

not attached to estates, and of domestic servants, should form the subject of a separate

enactment. .
Your committee are, in conclusion, inclined to recommend that the English law of general

hiring should be adopted in this colony, with some little modification.
In the absence of a special hiring, every labourer engaged to work on an estate, ata

particular rate of wages, but not for any definite period, should be considered to be under
ageneral hiring; but such general hiring should be determinable at any time within a
twelvemonth, by either party, on a month’s notice; the penalties imposed on either party

for disregarding his reJative obligations, should extend generally to all hirings, an the

occupation of a house, or receipt of wages, should be sufficient primafacie evidence of

a general hiring.
The wages of the labourer should be stopped in case of sickness; but the employer

should be obliged to provide him with medicine and medical attendance. Considering the

indolent habits of the negro, and the number of labourers employed in the cultivation of

estates in this colony, as compared with the husbandry of England, this proposed precau-

tion against pretended ailments could not be safely dispensed with, and our imposing on

the employer the burden of supporting his labourers during a protracted illness, would vit-

tually amount toa prohibition of his ever availing himself, under a general hiring, of the

services of those who might be capable of earning a subsistence by performing the lighter

work upon his estate, notwithstanding their being subject to a chronic complaint.
Committee Room, 25 June, 1835.

signed Wm. Byam.

(eigne’ Thos.Caull.
Wm. Musgrave.
Thos. Sanderson.
£. Shand.
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Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.
to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-House, Antigua, 10 August 1835.

I nave the honour herewith to forward the undermentioned Act, passed by the
legislature of Antigua, viz.

«An Act for the better adjusting and more easy recovery of the wages of
servants in husbandry, and of artificers, handicraftsmen and other labourers
employed upon estates, and for the better regulation of such servants, handi-
craftsmen and other labourers.”

This Act empowers one or more justices of the peace to examine all disputes
between masters or mistresses and servants in husbandry for a year, or any longer
or lesser time, to be heard and determined by one or more justice or justices
residing in or near the parish where such master or mistress shall inhabit, and
shall make order for payment of such wages as shall be due, in default of payment
to levy the ainount by distress and sale. Misdermeanour, miscarriage, or ill
behaviour on the part of servants in husbandry, &c. punishable with one month’s
imprisonment in house of correction, or by abating wages, or discharging of such
servants, &c. Master or mistress, or employer of servants in husbandry, &c.
may abate a reasonable part of wages of servants for such days or parts of days as
he shall be absent. Servants in husbandry absenting without reasonable cause, or
wilfully neglecting to work, or wilfully damaging employer’s property, guilty of
misdeineanour. Points or questions of law arising upon causés of discharge to be
decided by justices, according to the approved adjudications under the law of
master and servant in the mother country. Party agrieved may appeal to Court
of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions. Persons employed to work on estates at a
particular rate of wages, in the absence of proof to the contrary, to be considered
under a general hiring. Employer may abate wages of servants in cases of sick-
ness, but shall provide servant during sickness with medical care, under penalty of
51. All special or particular hiring of servants in husbandry to be entered into in
presence ofjustice of peace, and officially attested by him. Persons knowingly
employing any servant in husbandry under general hiring, &c. to forfeit 102.
recoverable as in 1st clause. Wages of servants in husbandry, &c. payable
weekly, in some day of the week, Sunday excepted.

This Act is intended to give the fnagistracy a summary jurisdiction in all com-
plaints, differences and disputes which may arise between the master and the
agricultural servant relating to hiring and wages.

It is based on the principle of the laws which regulate these matters in the
mother country. Its provisions are salutary and efficient, the Act is altogether
unexceptionable, and is in conformity also to the spirit of the Earl of Aberdeen’s
despatch to the Governor on this subject.

 

— No. 302. —

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-Iouse, Antigua, 10 Aug. 1835.
Your Lordship will learn from the enclosed papers, that intelligence reached

me, on the morning of the 3d instant, of a discontinuance of work by the labourers
on many estates, and of an apprehended combination amongst that class throughout
the island, with the view of persisting in this design.

Although peasants in a free country may be entitled to desist from toil whenever
80 inclined, the landed proprietors of Antigua “are no less privileged in evicting
their dependents refusing to serve them from the tenements, which, after the 1st of
this month, the latter can no longer legally retain. . ;

he working population had been induced, it seems, to cherish extraordinary
€xpectations of some important amelioration in their condition on the expiration of
the first year of freedom, conceiving that they were to obtain houses and grants
of land, and, in many instances too, that asum of money for distribution amongst
them had been remitted to me by His Majesty.

hese Gelusions it became requisite immediately to dispel, there being nomeans
w— IT, 0
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of foretelling into what excesses the people might be led, while influenced by them
if suffered to remain congregated in large masses. In order, therefore, to evince
that the support of the executive would not be wanting, in case of need, io the due
execution and maintenance of the laws, a detachment of an officer and 17 men was
sent, on the 4th instant, to an estate where the peasantry, amounting to 500 souls
were said to be particularly refractory, and this demonstration enabled the super-
intendent of police, under whom, in his magisterial capacity, the troops were
placed, to prevail upon the labourers to resume their tasks.
The absence of statutes regulating ayreements between the proprietors and

working orders having probably contributed towards this sudden and unlooked for
ebullition, the immediate enactment of legislative provisions, calculated to remove
a state of uncertainty equally injurious to the landowners and agricultural labourers,
was suggested by me to the Council and Assembly. An Act for that purpose was
accordingly passed by the Board and House, which, having received my assent, is
transmitted to your Lordship by the present opportunity, and promises in a great
measure to avect the recurrence of popular excitement.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 302,

(No. 1.)

At a Meeting of His Majesty’s Privy Council, held at Government-House on
Monday the gd August 1835.

Present :—His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart.; the Hon. Samuel
Warner, the Hon. Meade H. Daniel, the Hon. William Byam, the Hon. Paul Horsford, the
Hon. Richard W. Nanton, the Hon. Francis F. Brown.
The Governor informs the Buard that he has deemed it incumbent on him to convene

the gentlemen members this day at brief notice, in order to bring under their cognizance
the following communications received by him this morning, which are read, as follows:
Sir, St. John’s, 3 August 1835.

As an individual in whose neighbourhood and division certain circumstances have
taken place, I should feel it my duty to detail to your Excellency the matters to which
they have reference; but, as a member of your Excellency’s Privy Council, the propriety of
my doing so appears to me a duty also imposed.

Having been given to understand yesterday, that it was the intention of the labourers
on the different estates to cease all work this day, and that they entertained extraordinary
views and ideas, I confess I was nevertheless unprepared for the actual fact. Iregret,
however, to state to your Excellency, that in all my neighbourhood all the labourers. on the
various estates have refused to perform any work whatever, manifesting an -insolence of
conduct and behaviour extremely improper, and subversive of all regularity and order.

I am informed that to the south part of the island similar conduct prevails; and, cou-
sidering it of the very first importance to the interests of the island that some measures
should be speedily and generally adopted, I have thus thought it right and proper to make
this communication to your Excellency.

I have the honour, &c.
(signed) R. W. Nauton.

Sir, Police-Office, Head-quarters, St. John’s, 3 Aug. 1835.
I wave the honour to inform your Excellency that I received information yesterday of

the intention of the labourers in the southern district of the island to strike work this
morning for increased wages. This, I now learn, has been carried into effect; and I am
also sorry to say that those of Popeshead Division have adopted the same course.

Other estate’s people are at work, but I fear that the example of the former will be
generally followed by to-morrow, unless speedy measures are taken to strike terror into the
minds of the disaffected.

I have, &c. .
(signed) Henry Loving, Superintendent of Police.

The Hon. Richard W. Nanton corroborates the above statements, by informing the Board
that the labourers in his neighbourhood, computed at the number of 1,800, had thrown up
all work and were wandering about in idleness, and that there was an evident change 12
their carriage and demeanour towards their employers.
The Hon. William Byam states, that of seven estates under his direction the labourers of

four of them had struck work, and that he had been informed by the manager of one 0
them, that some of the labourers had told him (the manager) they expected the King would
do something for them, and they were waiting to see what it was.
The Hon. Samuel Warner states, that on his estate there were no field labourers at

work ; and that his manager had reported, that from an elevated position he had perceive
no labourers at work on the contiguous estates. The
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- The Hon. Colonel Francis F. Brown states, that all his people are at work, and that he
has perceived no change in their deportment.
The Hon. Meade H. Daniel states, that as far as he is informed, the labourers on the

estates under his charge are all at work.
The Hon. R. W. Nanton informs the Board that he has received a note, stating that the

people on several estates to the southward have refused to work.
It having been stated by the latter gentleman that he had taken four or five of his labour-

ers, who had refused to work, before Mr. Scotland, the sitting magistrate in St. John’s, with
the view of eliciting from them the reasons for their conduct, the Board express a wish to
have Mr. Scotland’s statement of the matter; he is accordingly called, and states in sub-
stance as follows:
That the parties in question were brought before him and his brother magistrate, not on

complaint, but for the purpose of explanation. That they did not state precisely what was
their motive for refusing to work, but that they thought there had been some alteration in
the law as regarded them, and were waiting to see whatit was. Whereupon the magistrates
represented to them the folly of their proceeding, and explained to them what the alteration
in the law really was; they told them at the same time that they could not compel them
to work, and that they were free to where they pleased; but that their houses and
round belonged to their employers. Mr. Scotland further adds, that this mode of reason-

ing appeared to have had its due effect upon the parties; for that they had immediately
romised to return to their usual labour.
The Board considering these several statements, are impressed with a belief that a combi-

nation so extensive and apparently preconcerted, must have its rise in some delusion or
misapprehension on the part of the labouring population, the nature of which it would be
highly desirable to discover, and whether it has originated in a misconception of the people
themselves, or in some false notions infused into their minds by evil designing persons.
That the remedy for the moment will be best secured by a firm and steady resistance to
all unreasonable demands; and that where it may be found necessary to put the law in
force as regards eviction from the property, any resistance to the execution of that law
should be immediately met by effectual measures on the part of the executive; that if
unhappily (what may possibly be apprehended from past experience) such proceeding
should be followed by the firing of cane-pieces or buildings, that then and in that case the
executive should be armed with the means of adopting further effectual measures.
The Board further considering that it would be advisable the chief of police should

communicate personally withthe labourers on several estates where the combination
existed, andmore particularly on Mr. Jarvis’s property, where it appeared to be most com-
plete, with the view to warn them of the consequences of their present conduct, as
seriously affecting not only their own interests, but those also of their brethren in the sister
colonies; and at the same time to inform them that the Governor and Council are now sit-
ting for the purpose of putting a check to the evil complained of; the chief of police is
called and instructed accordingly.

It is also suggested that it would be expendient to the present purpose, if his Excellenc
would bepleased to address the magistrates of the several districts on the. subject, in suc
terms as he may deem most befitting the occasion; with the view of guiding their conduct,
and of obtaining from them the fullest information.

[Adjourned to Wednesday next, the day after to-morrow.

 

(No. 2.)

ANricua.

Ata meeting of His Majesty’s Privy Council, held at Government House, by adjournment,
on Wednesday, the 5th day of August 1835.

Present :—His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart.; the Hon. Samuel
arner, the Hon, Meade H. Daniell, the Hon. William Byam, the Hon. Paul Horsford,

the Hon. Richard W. Nanton, the Hon. Francis F, Brown.
Read Circular Letter of his Excellency the Governor to the magistracy, on the subject

Proposed at the last meeting, as follows:

ue _ Government House, Antigua, 3 August 1835.
iffer Ne been represented to me this morning, that the labourers on several estates in

hend th parts of the Island have this day refused to work, and there being reason to appre-
rine he a similar proceeding may be more extensively pursued, I deemed it advisable to

tis th circumstance immediately under the cognizanceofHis Majesty's Privy Council.
nish the Goomon of the Honourable Board, that the magistracy should be required to fur-
it is ext overnor now, or hereafter, with every information on the above subject; and that
mendedremely desirable that proprietors and directors of estates should be strongly recom-
fully ay dine ten’ unanimity and concert upon this emergency; at the same time care-
mer.Avoiding hasty or precipitate steps, which possibly might tend to defeat such general

sures asmay become eventually necessary, if those of a conciliatory character should
Prove unavailing, 7
166.—11, I have
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I have, therefore, to request that you will have the goodness to communicate with the
several proprietors and directors in your neighbourhood, and to impart to me such intelli.
gence and suggestions as may be collected from them, or you may think fit to offer for my

consideration, so long as the disposition at present manifested shall be persevered in by the
working classes.

If it shall seem to you that the course taken by the labourers is founded on any misap-
rehension regarding the tenure of the houses they have hitherto been permitted to occupy

it will be requisite to refer to the annexed extracts of the colonial laws, which (as confirmed
by the King) you will be pleased clearly to explain to the Jabouring population withinyour

istrict,
I have, &c.

To one of His Majesty’s (signed) £. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.
Justices of the Peace.

Extract of an Act for relieving the Slave Population from the Obligations imposed upon

them by the recent Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britam and Ire-
land, intituled “An. Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for

romoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons
Pitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves.” Dated the 4th day of June 1834.

« And be it further enacted, that until the 1st day of August 1835, it shall not be lawful

for the owners or directors of plantations to evict or expel any labourer or labourers,

person or persons, who shall be willing to continue to perform such work as shall be assigned
to him, her or them, and shall truly and faithfully perform the same for stipulated wages
on such plantation, or who shall be then labouring under any such disease, or mental or

bodily infirmity, as may render him, her or them incapable of earning his, her or their sub-
sistence from the habitations or tenements which he, she or they respectively personally
occupied in their state of slavery, except in cases of insubordination, quarrelsome, dis-

orderly or riotous behaviour, or in case of drunkenness, theft, trespass or other gross delin-

quency on their part, when it shall be competent to any two or more justices of the peace,

upon due and impartial inquiry made into the merits of the complaint, by an authority

under their hands and seals, to sanction the expulsion of any such delinquent; but the said

owners or directors of plantations shall be, and are hereby required to permit and suffer
the said labourers and persons to have and enjoy respectively the personal occupations

of the said habitations or tenements by way of temporary and gratuitous accommoda-

tion for the year ending on the 1st day ofAugust 1835, and no longer, without any moles-
tation or interruption of or by the said owners or directors of plantations, under a penalty

of 51. for every offence, to be recovered and applied in the manner hereinafter mentioned.”

-~ Vide 3d clause.

Extract of an Act for Consolidating and Amending the Laws relative to Malicious
Injuries to Property, dated 23d day of August 1834.

“ And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall obstinately persist in in-

truding himself, herself or themselves on any plantation, lands or other premises, after

being warned to depart therefrom, it shall and may be lawful for an constable to take

such offender or offenders into his custody, and carry him, her or them before any one

of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, who, on due ‘conviction, shall have authority to

fine such offender or offenders in a sum not exceeding 5/, or, in default of payment

thereof, to commit such offender or offenders to the common gaol for a period not ex-

ceeding 10 days.”— Vide 11th clause.

 

Read Report of the Superintendent of Police, as follows:

Police Office, Head Quarters, St. John’s,

Sir, § August 1835.

Your Excellency having been pleased to order that I should repair on Monday last to

the estates in the division of Popeshead, for the purpose of representing to the labourers In

that quarter the necessity which existed on their. part, of resuming their work without

delay; I have now the honour to report, that I endeavoured to carry yourExcelleacy’s

views into effect to the best of my ability, and, I trust, with success, on several estates. —

I despaired, however, of making any sensible impression on the people at Jarviss

estate, because I had previously experienced their high and obstinate bearing when I ven-

tured to advise them on a former occasion; and this having been reported by me to your

Excellency, I received further orders to conduct a detachment of His Majesty’s troopsto

the spot early on the following day. The force arrived there at about 15 minutes before

daybreak, and halted at a short distance from the negro houses, midway between Jarvis8

and Blizards, so as to be within view of the people ou both properties. “I took the bugler

with me to an elevated spot among. thehuts, and precisely at daybreak they were rouse

from their beds on the former estate by the martial strains of his instrument. Half anhow!

elapsed before I could get the main body of the labourers to turn out, and I was oblige

to assure them again and again that no bodily harm was intended to be done ty ios
: : TOOP%s
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troops. After their assembling I discovered in their countenances and demeanour a mix-
ture of pride and anger, stifled by controlling circumstances; and my advice and persau-

sion, as well as the assurances of your Excellency’s protection and goodwill, while they
continued to behave like faithful subjects to the King, seemed to have been addressed to
inaminate objects.

The parley (if I may use the term) being ended, Mr. Howell, the attorney, arrived with
his list, and calling over the names, inquired of each labourer whether he or she would
resume work? Ever} answer was in the affirmative, and in the course of half an hour the
effective strength of the estate was in full operation in the field. The troops then advanced,
and went into quarters; and the gangs of several estates in the vicinity were at work
before I left Popeshead, which took place at 10 o'clock in the morning.

ave, Ke.
(signed) § Henry Loving, Superintendent of Police.

The Hon. Samuel Warner states that about the half of his people have returned to their
work. /

The Hon. William Byam states, that of the several estates under his direction, with the
exception of one, and that a small one, the people had all returned to work. He also read
a note received by him, to this effect: That the writer had expected some occurrence like
the present, from having heard labourers say to each other some days back, whilst passing
his house, situated near the high road, that after the 1st of August (meaning the present
month) their houses were to become their own, and that they would no longer work for 1s.
a day.
The superintendent of police is called, and in answer to several questions put to him,

states to the following effect:
That the labourers generally have resumed their work on the several estates.
That with reference to a complaint which had reached his Excellency the Governor, from

alabourer, of having been paid his wages repeatedly on Sunday morning, he was aware
that such a practice did exist on some estates, and names the Cotton estate, so called.

That he is aware also of there being certain idle persons in the town of St. John, who
have no ostensible means of subsistence, and who are in communication with the labourers
in the country ; still he conceives that the elements of delusion are within the people
themselves, and that they were very generally impressed with the false notion that the
houses they occupy, and more particularly those which they have built, are their own
roperty.

P That he had learned from some labourers who had cume in from Cochrane’s estate to ask
his advice, that they entertained the impression the rate of wages had been altered on the
ist of this present month, and that they were now to commence on other and better terms.
That from other labourers belonging to Nibbs’s estates he had learned they conceived the
were not properly free till the 1st of this month, and that some alteration in the law wit
regard to them had been made in their favour.

Read the following Deposition.
Police Office, St. John’s, § August. 1835.

Before the Hon. Paul Horsford and John Shiell, Esq., two of His Majesty’s Justices of the
Peace for the said Island.

Daniel Carty, a labourer on Old Cotton Work estate, v. Nathaniel Dean, manager
on said estate, for putting his furniture, &c. on the high road, on Monday the 3d inst., and
refusing to allow him the use of the house formerly occupied by complainant.
Complainant sworn, states that Mr. Dean has been in the habit of paying off the

labourers on the said estate on Sundays, between 10 and 11 o’clock in the morning, and
at no other time ; thereby preventing the labourers on said estate providing themselves with
Provisions for the ensuing week.
That on Sunday last, at the usual time, deponent received his week’s wages. He wasobliged on Monday last, from want of provisions, to go to Parham town, for the purpose

of supplying himself therewith; and for those reasons only, he did not turn out to labour
on that moming. On deponent’s return to the estate about 10 o’clock, he found his goods
on the high road. Deponent returned with the intention to go to his work, but finding his
goods on the road, where they now remain, he came into town to represent his case to thechief of police, and inquire in what manner he could obtain redress. That he thinksthe goods of 10 labourers, circumstanced in like manner us himself, were taken from their
Cuses and placed on the high road, and themselves dismissed from their dwellings on said

estates ; amongst the number was his wife, two sisters and a brother. Deponent further
states that another of his brothers (George Thomas) went to work at nine o’clock ; also a
sister (Damsel); that the doors and windows were taken off their houses; but in conse-
qence of their going out to work, no further process was had against them. That depo-
nent met Mr. Jarritt, the attorney of said estate, in town last evening, and that Mr. Jarritttold him if he was ever found near the line of the estate he should be taken up, whichhas

deterred him from returning to look after his goods, or to explain the circumstances whichoccasioned his absence, and applying to be reinstated in his dwelling by apologizing for his
past conduct, if he should, after explanation, be considered in error by Mr. Jarritt.

. his
Witness Daniel x Carty,

R. C, Brown, Assistant Inspector of Police. mark,
The
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The Board, considering the above statements and reports, are of opinion that it would
be expedient a suggestion were made to the legislature on the propriety of expediting

through the house a Bill already in preparation for the better adjusting’ of wages of ser-
vants in husbandry, &c.; and that the said Bill should provide a remedy against the very
improper practice and inconvenience of paying labourers’ wages on the Sunday morning;
also, that great circumspection should be recommended to commanding officers of the
several corps of militia, in respect to the character of the individuals whom they admit
into their respective corps.
The Board are also of opinion that the prompt measures taken by the executive on this

occasion, as detailed in the report of the superintendent of police, have been attended with
the happiest effects; and they trust that these will suffice for the present for the purpose of
removing the erroneous impressions entertained by the labourers, and of securing their
return to their usual occupations.

Adjourned sine die.

 

(No. 3.)

His Excellency the Governor to his Honour the President and Council.

Ir is suggested by the Governor to your Honourable Board, that a legislatorial enact-
ment should be framed for the purpose of replacing, without delay, the late Act regulating
special contracts between labourers and their employers, the more especially as, under the
Act for relieving the slave populatim from the obligations imposed by the Act of Parlia-
ment for the abolition of slavery, &c., the tenure of the houses occupied by them expired
upon the 31st ultimo, to which circumstance ismainly to be ascribed an unwillingness to
work, manifested on the 3d instant by the peasantry in various quarters of the island.
The measures adopted by the executive in concert with His Majesty’s Privy Council,

for removing, through the medium of fitting explanation, the erroneous construction on the
point of occupancy by which the working classes bave been apparently misled in regard to
the purport of the Act last mentioned, appear successfully to have allayed this transient
excitement; but it would seem adviseable that the payment of their wages on Sundays should
be strictly prohibited by law.

While congratulating your Honourable Board on the peaceable and orderly demeanour
s0 creditably observed by the labouring population in general since the 1st of August 1834,
the Governor indulges the expectation that their steadilypersevering in the same praise-
worthy line of conduct will hereafter afford your Honourable Board additional grounds for
reflecting with satisfaction on the liberal policy that actuated the legislature of this colony
in pronouncing upon that memorable occasion all its inhabitants thenceforward equally.

ree,
Government House, St. John’s,

6 August 1835. (signed) . J. M. Macgregor.
(A similar message to House of Assembly.)

 

— No. 303. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. Mf. MacGregor, Batt.

Sir, Downing-street, 10th October 1835.
I wave received your Despatches dated the 14th of July and the 10th of August,

respecting the Acts for regulating special contracts between labourers and their
employers, the first of which was disallowed by His Majesty in Council, and the
second of which has recently been transmitted by you for His Majesty’s approbation.

I am happy to be able to acquaint you, that'I shall transmit to you an order of

the King in Council, leaving to its operation the second of those Acts, as soon as
the necessary official forms can be completed at the Colonial Office.

I have, &c.
(signed) Gknelg.

 

— No. 304. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-House, Antigua, 1st August 1835.
Tuenre is in general, as far as my observation has extended, the greatest diffi

culty in prevailing upon proprietors and attornies in Antigua, to afford information

solicited from them, even when calculated to advance their own interests. _ Appli-

cation was made to the Houses of this Legislature, as well as to the magistracy,

in consequence of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice’s Circular Despatch of the goth
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September last ; but so unsuccessfully that I have gradually endeavoured to collect
from a few individuals such materials as may serve to throw some light upon the
condition of this colony, since its labouring population obtained unqualified freedom
on the 1st of August 1834.
The enclosures consist of memoranda, by the Hon. Nicholas Nugent, Speaker

of the Assembly, and of a paper wherein replies to certain queries, from Mr. Jar-
ritt, attorney of Sir Bethel Codrington’s estates; the Rev. N. Gilbert; Mr. Shirley
Warner, Editor of the Antigua Herald; Mr. Loving, Superintendent of Police;
Mr. Scotland, lately Editor of the Antigua Free Press; the Hon. Owen Pell;
William Byam, and Meade Home Daniell, Members of Council, are inserted.
Enclosure I. contains returns of this crop, and of the provisions raised, as com-
pared with those of former years, &c. ; reports from the superintendent of police,
and a few observations by myself.
On the statements, I shall not presume to offer further comment, conceiving

that a much sounder deduction than it is in my power to form, will be derived
from their perusal and comparison with each other, under the directions of your
Lordship in the colonial department.

I beg leave, however, to solicit your Lordship’s attention in particular to Doctor
Nugent's remarks, as indicating the remedial measures, apparently the best adapted,
with the aid of His Majesty’s Government, to promote pursuits of industry within
this colony, by alleviating the burthens at present pressing on the proprietary body,
so as to enable them, by the possession of more extensive means, fully to employ
the energies of the labouring population.

It is further incumbent on me to represent to your Lordship my humble con-
viction, that circumstanced as this Island is, the local legislature acted wisely in
dispensing with the intermediate stage of apprenticeship, and admitting its peasantry
at once into the ranks of free men.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 304.

(No. 1.)

QuERIES.

1. Tue present state of the productive industry of the colony of Antigua, distinguish-
ing the articles raised for consumption from exported produce.

2. The possible changes which the Act for the Abolition of Slavery may produce on
the agricultural, manufacturing and commercial system.

3. A statement of any obstacles which may impede the powers of production or
exchange.

4. The remedies, whether legislative, financial or administrative, by which those
obstacles may be lessened or wholly removed.

MEMORANDA, by way of reply.
1. The climate of the Island of Antigua is a very unceitain one, varying exceedingly

from year to year as regards the quantity of rain which falls;and the amount of the annual
territorial productions varies accordingly ; the most rainy year being, ceteris paribus, the
most productive. Mr. Colquhoun states, that on an average of years prior to 1812 the pro-
duction in sugar was 13,625 hogsheads of 14 cwt. For the first 13 years of the treasury
record, that is, from 1794 to 1806, both years inclusive, the average appears to have been
15.528 hogsheads of 1,500 lbs, net; and from 1807 to 1819, 15,990 fogsheads of same
Weight. Tor the last six or seven years the average may have somewhat declined, from a
greater prevalence of dry weather. ‘The island may, however, be assumed to produce at the
Present period an average of about 15,000 hogsheads of 1,5001bs. net, and probably
10,000 puncheons of molasses, and about 1,200 puncheons of rum; the low value of the
latter commodity, from the loss of the United States’ market of late years, has nearly proved
an entire check to distillation; while, on the other hand, there has arisen a demand for
molasses in Great Britain, for the purpose of its being converted into sugar.

All other exports being the produce of the island, are so inconsiderable in variety or
extent as scarcely to be worth adverting to: they consist chiefly of arrow-root and pre~
served fruits.

For domestic consumption a considerable quantity of esculent roots, such as yams,eddoes
and sweet potatoes, with other vegetables, is annually grown on the several plantations, as
Well as Indian corn (maize), and Guinea corn (millet), which latter, besides the grain
yielded, is hkely to become, as in Barbadoes, an excellent crop for the soiling or foddering
of animals, Horned cattle enough are raised for draft, but not for a full supply for
shughter remy speaking, the articles of food grown within the island do notsuffice
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for more than a seven or eight months’ consumption of the inhabitants in each year, which
is otherwise provided for by the importation of Indian corn-meal, wheat-flour, andother
bread stuils bom America and Europe, as well as pulse and oats for the use of the lower
animals.
The aggregate duties of customs and excise paid into the Exchequer in the UnitedKing-

dom, on an average of years from the importation of sugar, rum and molasses, theproduce
of Antigua, cannot, it is apprehended, be computed at less than 320,000/. sterling; and
ore is, within the colony, an impost of 4} per cent. on all production, payable to the
rown,

2. There does not, as yet, seem any reason to question the accuracy of the principles
which the public authorities of the island assumed as guiding them in their choice of a
state of unconditional freedom in preference to that of a prolonged, though restricted, coer-
cion of labour, viz.: 1. The intelligence and moral improvement of the lower orders; and,
2. Their entire dependence, from the precariousness of the climate and the absence of un.
occupied lands, on the proprietors and capitalists for the means of procuring food; and,
consequently, that they could not hope for the means of an honest subsistence, except by
employing themselves for hire in laborious occupations. These conservative principles
being admitted, there seems to be nothing wanting but proper local enactments to regulate
the mutual relations of proprietor and labourer, and such encouragement on the part of the
mother country as may give a due impulse to the general industry of the colony, to secure
to the proprietor of the soil, as far as possible, an adequate and uniform return for hiscapi-
tal and exertions, and to the labourer such an amount of regularly paid and continuous
wages as may suffice for his actual necessities and reasonable wants, without inducing any,
even temporary, relaxation of exertion on his part. If, by any unnecessary and unwise
restraints, the general productive industry of the colony be cramped, and the returnsprove
not sufficiently remunerating to the cultivator, there must of necessity be a gradual declen-
sion of the public wealth and resources, and an end put to all the hopes which the philan-
thropist may have encouraged on the subject of so glorious a reform in the social system as
that which has been lately accomplished in this island.

It is more than probable that a few mountain plantations, having a precipitous and
exhausted soil, may not be found hereafter to repay the cost of cultivation in- sugar; and
that, passing into other hands, they may either be converted into pasture or grazing farms,
or, being subdivided, may be parcelled out in the cultivation of provisions, fruits, ginger,
aloes, arrow-root and the like: but the greater part of the island, including the more fertile
lands, is level, and may be conveniently wrought by the plough and other useful machinery;
and there seems no good reason to doubt the present returns may be sustained, if notaug-
mented, with a greater simplification of labour, especially if a remunerating return can be
maintained by the price of sugar and its kindred productions in foreign markets, and there
can be effected a diminution in the cost of production within the colony. Nor does a
diminution in quantity necessarily imply a diminution of profitable return, as prices may be
enhanced proportionally. Under the new system there might be such a diminution in the
amount of supply in the markets as to augment exceedingly the value of sugar, of which
there has hitherto confessedly been an over production.

There does not appear, at present, any prospect of the industry of the island being
directed into any other channels more advantageous either to the inhabitants or to the
revenue, shipping, and commercial interests of the parent state, than the cultivation and
manufacture of sugar and its kindred products, rum and molasses. There is already an
established skill in this species of ptoduction, and which, under due protection, must daily
become more improved and simplified, as well in the field culture as in the methods of manu-
facture. The necessary mills and works are already substantially established, and the very
dryness of the climate, especially in the crop months, from January to June inclusive, is to @
certain extentan advantage, by rendering richer and purer the cane juice, from which cause
they are converted into sugar with less labour in boiling and a small consumption of
fuel, and the product is consequently of superior quality to that of most other sugar
colonies.

gd. The obstacles impeding the powers of production or exchange in this colony are
numerous. Among them may be enumerated: 1st. the climate, which is so exceedingly
subject to long and severe droughts, and from which cause the number of itsprofitable
productions, comparatively with other tropical countries, is exceedingly circumscribed,
and the greatest application of skill and industry too frequently rendered abortive; or, 2
other words, the cost of production considerably augmented. This, however, being @
physical evil which the wisest of legislation could not overcome (except, indeed, by reliev-
ing the collateral burthens to a greater extent), it seems unnecessary to dwell further on it.
2d. The lands being nearly all distributed in what may be termed large farms, or held in
connexion with plantations, and made subservient to the culture of sugar or to grazing,
there remain few or no smaller tenures or parcels of land on which the industry of the
poorer classes might be developed, in the growth of any of the minor productions of the
climate: and even where the proprietors and present occupiers might be disposed to sell
any detached portions of land, they are for the most part so restricted and bound up in
mortgages, trusts, &c. that they are prevented from doing so and granting any valid titles.
A very few small tracts of land are held by the public, but they are generally so arid and
barren as to promise to yield little or nothing. It would be well, however, under existing
circumstances to dispose of them, and grant them out under certain regulations to indi

u
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duals who might be disposed to try to turn them to account. 3d. The full and real
energies of manual labour are not at the present period sufficiently evolved, in consequence
of the inability on the part of the planter to pay a sufficient compensation in the form of
money wages. Many of the advantages and collateral aids which the slave peasantry
derived. under the late system havenow altogether ceased, or rest precariously on the
bounty and good feeling of the proprietor. Stinted wages must eventually produce stinted
work. If the labourer, whether he be right or wrong, thinks his services insufficiently
requited, a sluggish, careless, and reluctant labour will be the consequence. To employ a
smaller number of hands at a higher rate of wages would, it is feared, b throwing a
number of the newly emancipated completely out of employment, in the existing state of
their improvident habits, lead either to a material diminution of population, ‘or to an
extensive system of pauperage, which would entail burthens on the landed interest even
more grievous than any that actually exist. 4th. Labour is not yet sufficiently simplified.
Under the slave system, from which we have yet scarcely emerged, there was doubtless a
wasteful application of human labour in almost every branch of our rural economy. A
proprietor who was bound to maintain a certain number of slaves, had no very urgent
motive to exert himself seriously in diminishing labour by the use of machinery or the
brute animals. The methods adopted were indeed effectual in producing the most active
vegetation, but yet they were wasteful and expensive in a high degree. Spade husbandry,
for instance, may be the most efficient method of tillage, but it is too expensive for practice
in farming operations in most countries. Holing and cross-holing land with the hoe were
suited indeed to the climate and astate of slavery, and gave the greatest return. Carrying
out manure in baskets, on the heads of labourers, gives a fine vegetation, but is certainly a
very tedious application of labour. We are now under a system which invites, and indeed
constrains us, to more compendious and cheaper methods of opening and manuring land.
Folding animals over the surface, carting out the manure and ploughing it into the earth,
will hereafter be generally resorted to, as in European agriculture. So lands possessed with
couch-grass, presenting a common and formidable evil to the cultivation in our island,
have been hitherto cleared by digging it out with severe manual labour with the hoe. Ina
little while these operations, it is to be hoped, may be adequately performed by scarifiers,
brake-harrows, or other appropriate machinery, asin Europe. 5th. There are other checks
to the expansion of the agricultural industry of the colony, which act injuriously by lessen-
ing or destroying the remunerating returns which would otherwise be derived from it.
Thus, there is a 4 § per cent. impost on all the exchangeable exports being off the colony,
payable to the Crown, a disadvantage which the older and more impoverished West India
colonies of His Majesty alone labour under, Then the staple productions of our soil,
sugar, molasses and rum, are subject to such enormous, heavy duties of customs or excise
in the mother country as to check consumption. By Act of Parliament, also, they are
made subject to unnecessary duties on their importation into the British possessions in
America, over and above those duties which may be imposed by the local legislatures of
the respective colonies, though all such duties add materially to the cost, and consequently
impede consumption in those rapidly-extending possessions (Canada for instance) whereby
also a bounty is afforded on the clandestine introduction of sugar, rum, &c. from thie
United States of America. 5th. Many commodities and articles of indispensable necessity
for plantation use, and consequently for the encouragement of industry in the West India
colonies, are charged with oppressive fiscal burthens y Act of Parliament on their impor-
portation into the islands, for which no equitable policy can be assigned. The dwelling

ouses and plantation buildings of this country cannot be durably erected or kept in repair
without a supply of pitch-pine lumber and cypress shingles; and yet these are subject to
an onerous duty on importation. So likewise, red and white oak staves, without which the
great staples cannot be safely transported beyond seas, pay a duty unnecessarily augment-
ing the price of indispensable articles to the planter. To foster the trade of the British
possessions in America is intelligible ground for legislation; but the abovenamed are com-
modities of the exclusive growth of the Southern States of America, cannot be produced in
the higher latitudes, and therefore enter into no competition with NovaScotia, New
Brunswick, or Canada. ‘Then, our territorial productions are liable to duties quitepro-
hibitory in the United States and other foreign countries ; and all our multifarious supplies
of corn-meal, lumber, horses, mules, &c. cannot be paid for by an interchange, but only
in specie or bills of exchange on England, affording therefore an important ground for
hegotiation with the government of the United States, &c. It is worthy of inquiry how
ar restrictions exist on the importation of commodities of first necessity, whencesoever
derived, as well as on a trans-shipment to foreign possessions, imported or exported from
hence in British bottoms. The greater part of the British-shipping arrives without outward
freight and in ballast. . If the demand for coals, for instance, could be increased by an
allowed exportation to the foreign islands, where they would be in demand for forges,
distillation, &c., a convenient ballast or outward freight would relieve the shipping interest
C¢casionally, and tend consequently to reduce homeward freights,to the planters especially,
88 regards the ports of Bristol, Liverpool, Whitehaven and Glasgow.

f 4th. Under the fourth head of inquiry, it may be well to commence with an extract
rom the joint Report of the Board of Council and House of Assembly of the gist October
1833, transmitted by his Excellency the Governor to Mr. Secretary Stanley :-—

or the rest, the other principal ingredient for rendering successful the proposed
relormation is, we conceive, a course of policy, on the part of the parent state, tending to

foster the trade and stimulate the agriculture of the coloay, so as to enable the planter, by
166.~ II, a steady,
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a steady, though moderate profit on capital and industry, to pay regularly and continuous!
the wages of free labour. In short, whether the period of an unrestricted freedom be
immediate or more remote, it cannot, as we humbly conceive, be too deliberately and
anxiously weighed by His Majesty’s Government, whether to ensure the successful goly.
tion of the great problem of tropical free labour, which must be presumed to embrace alike
the well-being of the labourer and his employer, and the permanent upholding of these
colonies as sources of revenue and national wealth, it is not in their power so to augment
the value of the colonial productions by withdrawing all onerous public charges, byrigidly
securing against the participation of all foreign slave-holding countries the exclusive com-
mand of the home markets to the products of our future industry, by permitting some
reasonable competition in the breweries and distilleries, and by every conceivable device
which shall lessen the cost of production to the planter, who henceforward will give
unexceptionable employment to the large class of persons whom it is the generous design
of the nation to raise from slavery to a state ofuseful and productive freedom.”
The most. prominent point of relief, in a legislative point of view, sought for this colony,

is a repeal or abandonment of the 4 § per cent. impost, which rests on a law of the island
passed in the year 1668, and which question is still to be pressed with the most intense
earnestness on the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, if there be really a sincere
desire to assist us (as these inquiries seem to indicate) in the arduous position in which
we have been placed by the peremptory policy of the mother country. The amount of
revenue thus raised is a small matter to the Crown or parent state, but of great importance
as regards the development of the future industry of our island, and of the successful
issue of the great experiment of tropical free labour. It is conceived that His Majesty’s
faithful Commons in Parliament assembled might address the Crown to give its sanction
to a repeal of the Colonial Act, with an assurance that the annual amount thereby raised
would beby them made good to His Majesty, his heirs and successors. The argument
used of an interference with this branch of revenue being unconstitutional, does not seem
to have had any great weight in the minds of His Majesty’s Ministers themselves; as, at
the same moment of making the objection, they drew up a project for the conversion of
this fund to the purpose of upholding a judiciary establishment for the Leeward Islands.
The motives for relieving His Majesty’s loyal subjects in this island from this unequal
burthen, it is apprehended, have been forcibly set forth in the public letters to His Excel-
lency Sir E. J. Murray Macgregor, of the g1st October 1833 and the 16th February 1834.
. Another prominent measure of legislative relief to which the agricultural and com-
mercial interests of the British West India Islands naturally look, is an interdiction on the
importation into the ports of Great Britain of the sugars of foreign slave-holding countries.
To compel the natural born subjects of His Majesty to relinquish for ever the cultivation
of sugar and other colonial products by means of slavery, at an immense sacrifice of pro-
perty, and yet to encourage the growth, and allow the competition of the very same com
modities from the possessions of foreign states, cultivated exclusively by slaves, would be
a moral and political inconsistency without example, and an injustice of the most astound-
ing character. Other legislative alleviations, it is hoped, may be found practicable, as
regards a diminution of customs and excise duties in Great Britain, which, from an
increased consumption, may yet sustain an equivalent revenue to the mother country; and
the distilleries and breweries might perhaps be made the means of sustaining a remune-
rating price to the growers and manufacturers of sugar and molasses, to a certain extent,
without interfering materially with the agricultural interests of Great Britain. On this
great point of diminishing cost of production and supporting a remunerating value to the
commodities of West India growth, must evidently hang the success of the critical and
momentous experiment which has been made in the abolition of negro slavery. .

In an administrative point of view, one of the first points which occurs is, a provision for
the pure and able administration of justice, whereby the commercial credit of the colonies
may be upheld, and a portion of the superabundant capital of the mother country may
come to be safely vested in this part of the world. Proprietary, or other banks of discount
and deposit, under judicious regulation, would give a spirit to agricultural enterprize, and
add materially to the public convenience and resources. A planter of the best substance
now, in a season of momentary difficulty, can only obtain pecuniary accommodation from
English merchants, the consignees of sugar, under all the disadvantages of a constrained
remittance of his crops to unfavourable markets, to compound interest, and numberless
ruinous charges of commission on the gross sales, and the like. .
By many it is thought that the establishment of savings-banks in Antigua would stimu-

late the industry of the lower orders, and tend to improve their moral habits. Friendly
societies are already formed in the different parishes, under the guidance of the ministers
of religion, and are highly worthy of encouragement in every point of view, especially by
the proprietors of the soil, as the system may be expected to afford the best safegua
against an oppressive pauperage. Ifa savings-bank existed, the funds of these societies
might be there securely deposited, and derive a small rate of interest. The funds being at
present retained in the hands of the clergy, have, on some occasions, been stolen from their
dwelling-houses. The only impediment towards forming a savings-bank seems to be,
that there is no secure method of vesting the funds, so as to have a regularly-accrulng
interest. It is in every respect worthy the consideration of His Majesty’s Secretary of
State, whether the provisions of g Geo. 4, could not be so extended as to include the colo-
nies, as was done by 3 Will. 4, c. 14, in favour of Jersey, Guernsey, and the Isle of Man.

In a financial point of view we can only say, that it is more than ever desirable, during
the progress of the great experiment, especially to relieve the landholders, as far as possible,
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from every species of direct taxation, and that the slender funds in the colonial treasury
are quite inadequate to maintain a sufficientpolice, or to constructbuildings for their recep-
tion, houses of correction, hospitals for the sick and lunatics, parish almshouses, and the
like; or even toplace the common transports and communicationsof the different parts of
the country, by the repair of the public roads, on a safe and convenient footing.

26 January 1835. (signed) NN.
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Question 1. How would you estimate the present state of productive industry in the
colony as compared with the last or former years at this season?

_ Answer (A1). R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—The labourers have very
little industry, not one-fourth of the provisions as formerly reaped, and the preparation for
canes very backward and full of weeds.
(B 1.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.—I think that there has been a falling off at leastof one-third; and at this moment there is a considerably greater diminution of labour on

account of the unsettled state of the minds of the negro population respecting the remune-ration to which they are entitled during the period ofcrop.
(C 1.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—A very difficult question ;but as far as can be collected by hearsay from different quarters, 1 should think that the

labour done this year is not far short of what was done in former years, on an average,though fewer people have undoubtedly been employed. In the time of slavery the quan-
tum of labour was not much the subject of comparison.
(D1). Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—This question can be answered by theplanters, without the risk of error.
(E 1&2), Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.— It will be convenient toreverse the order of these questions in replying to them. As.to the second then, the culti-

Vation of the lands universally is in the most favourable state, according to the testimony of
numerous planters themselves. The operations of the crop, the preparation of the soil for
lanting, and every other business of the estates, are all advanced in a general view, at
fast as far as at the same period in former years; there are scarcely any properties to
which this assertion will not apply (see note). On many far greater progress has been made;and wherever difficulties and failures occur, they are almost wholly ascribable to the
haughty and harsh tempers and mismanagement of the directors. So that the present con-ition of the ‘agriculture and manufacture of the country may be pronounced highly satis-
tory; rather more than equalling the usual expectations of the planters, and very farrom surpassing, or, to speak more correctly, altogether belying the anticipations of those
who have taken pleasure in calumniating the negroes and prognosticating the ruin of theisland from their emancipation. Upon what has been affirmed, follows of course an answer
to the first question of the most gratifying nature; “the productive industry of the colony”48 Increased. If, with the usual chances and casualties, we find the staple manufacture
in 80 flourishing a state as described, without the stimulus of whips and stocks, and dun-
Beons, it is evident that a new spirit, a spirit of genuine industry, has been infused into theWorking peasantry. During the system of slavery they laboured as beasts under the incite-
Ment of fear or suffering ; now, from the hope ofYeward, they see that as freemen they havean ety of improving thcir circumstances, and the sweet ho;e of attaiming to plenty,
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ANTIGUA. &c. has called into exercise those energies which their late bondage repressed ang
— paralysed.

Note.—The only estates known where the new system has not worked successfully and
the business is in arrear, are Blubber Valley, M‘Kinnon’s, Mill-hill or Russel’s, Johnson’s
Folly, Betty’s Hope and Cochran’s.

(F1.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—In my opinion there is to be seen in almost every direc.
tion evident proof of declining exertion in the cultivation of this island.
(G1.) The Hon. W. Byam.—I would estimate the productive industry to be diminished

one-third in the quantity of sugar manufactured each week on plantations generally (consi-
dering the time spent in grinding) although perhaps as much sugar may actually now be
realized as at the corresponding period in former years; yet that amount thas been obtained
by the state of the weather and prevalence of steady winds, peculiarly favourable for taking
olf a crop, to the neglect however of the proper proportion of other work, in consequence
of which, and the severe drought, the pvospect for next year is gloomy in the extreme, at
this late season not half the full extent of land being planted effectively, the ratoon or
second-crop canes remaining unaided, scarcely any provision-ground in preparation and
the fodder for the stock as yet unsecured in stack-heaps,
(H1.) The Hon, M. H. Daniell_—I am of opinion that productive industry in the colony

as ¢ompared with the last or former years, considered generally, has fallen off one-fourth;
but Iam sanguine in the expectation of its returning to its former healthy state when
both the upper and lower classes in our society better understand the true position in
which they are placed in regard to each other, by the adoption of free over coercive
abour.

Question 2. Is the cultivation of the lands generally in that satisfactory state which a
planter might have expected and secured in the former year or years, independent
of those chances and casualties which arise from the vicissitudes of weather?

Answer (A2.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—The lands are not half so
well cultivated as formerly for want of labour, and the usual quantity must be reduced
about one-third. The latter end of the year having been dry, has curtailed the present crop
full one-third, and the deficiency of labour since the ist of August has greatly added to it.
(B 2.) The Rev. N, Gilbert, proprietor—Not generally; for as stated above I consider

the decrease of labour to be about one-third.
(C2.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—I have heard universal com-

plaints of the want of hand-weeders, but I have not heard many admissiors of the natural
consequences of that want. I should be inclined to reply in the negative to this question.
(D 2.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—This question can be answered by the

planters without the risk of error.
(F 2.) The Hon. Owen Peil.—Certainly not; since the ist of August to the present time

the weather has been such as to cause little or no extra labour, as frequently is the case,
owing to heavy torrents of rain, washes, &c., and little or no sickness has prevailed; never-
theless considerable tracts of land are lying in fallow, which, in former years, at this season,
(12th May) would have been either planted, or ready to plant, while the abundance of weeds,
considering how dry the weather has been and the quantity of manure unthrown out on the
land, are decided proofs of a deficiency of labour. {It would be an interesting document to
have, a2 return from all estates, showing the number of acres of ground, provisions planted
thereon on the ist July in the years 1835, 1834, 1833, 1832, 1831, 1830, 1829, 1898.
This could be obtained without any trouble.
(G 2.) The Hon. William Byam.—Certainly not.
(H 2.) The Hon. M. H.Daniell——The cultivation of the land generally is certainly not

in that satisfactory state which a planter might have expected and secured in former years,
independent of those chances and casualties which arise from the vicissitudes of weather.

Question 3. What are the articles raised or produced in the island for exportation,
other than the staple articles of sugar, rum or molasses?

Answer (A 3.) R. Jarrett, esy., attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—A small. quantity of arrow
root.
(B 3.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor—The answer to this question, both as to quality

and amount, will be satisfactorily obtained by consulting the Custom-house returns of the
44 per cent. duty, as every article of island production is, on exportation, chargeable with it.
(C 3.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald.—Arrow root, ginger pounded,

(commonly called cayenne) pepper, raw hides, but in very trifling quantities.
(D 3.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—Same as preceding answer, (D 3.) .
(E 3.) Mr. Scotland, sen., late editor of the Free Press.—-The only products of the island

exported, in addition to the staples, are a few thousand pounds of arrow root, and @ very
trifling quantity of cotton, ginger and preserved tamarinds.
(F 3.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—A small quantity of arrow root, and occasionally a few

pounds of inferior cotton. Neither coffee, cocoa, ginger, pimento or aloes are exported from
is island.
(G 3.) The Hon. W. Byam.—None to any amount. A little arrow root has lately been

exported, the produce of provision-grounds allowed the labourers on plantations, free 0
rent, since 1st August, to the injury of the cultivation of the cane. .
(H 3.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—The articles raised or produced in this island for

exportation,
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exportation, other than the staple articles of sugar, ram and molasses, are so very trifling as
to be scarcely worthy of consideration.

Question 4. What are the artieles raised in the island for home consumption, viz., for
the use of its inhabitants?

Answer (A 4.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C.Codrington.—Potatoes, yams, eddoes,
corn and plantain. .
(B 4.)The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor.—I am not aware of any besides provisions, of

which there is already a considerable diminution, and in all probability there will be a much
greater, on account of the difficulty of procuring labour.
(C 4.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—Besides the staples men-

tioned in the foregoing question, yams, eddoes, potatoes (edible roots), Jamaica pease, and
other pulse (vegetables for the table), maize and Guinea corn (grain.)
(D 4.) Mr.Toving, superintendent ofPolice. Same as the preceding answer, (D 2.)
(E 4.) Mr. Scotland, sen. late editor of the Free Press.—The articles raised for the con-

sumption of the inhabitants are yams, eddoes, sweet potatoes, maize, Guinea corn, a few
green vegetables andalittle coffee, hardly worth mentioning; but the whole amount of the
above provisions is not sufficient to render unnecessary the importation of a vast quantity of
corn, meal, flour, biscuit, &c. from America.
(F 4.). The Hon. Owen Pell.—-Various and uncertain crops of edible vegetables, and a

small quantity of Indian and Guinea corn-crops, owing to the drought to which the island
is subject, on which little or no dependence can be placed.. ;
(G 4.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Yams, eddoes, potatoes, maize, Guinea corn, cassava,

plantains, bananas, fruits and vegetables.
(H 4.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—The articles raised in the island for home consumption,

for the use of the inhabitants, are principally yams, eddoes, and sweet potatoes, and to a less
important extent, Indian Guinea corn, plantains and bananas and, in very small quantity,
coffee.

Question §. To what extent, in your opinion, has human labour been withdrawn from
agriculture since the passing of the Slavery Abolition Act?

Answer (A §.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—Judging by the seven
estates under my charge, and the appearance of others generally, 1 should say that there
was a deficiency of one-half. Very few of the young people have returned to work since
ist August, and little work is done on Saturdays and Mondays. Every other day of the
former is a holiday, and on the latter day the muster is very small. Many come to work
on Tuesday morning after breakfast.
(B 5.) The Rev. IV. Gilbert, proprietor.—As nearly as 1 can form an estimate, I conceive

that one-third of the labouring population are either living in idleness, being maintained by
their families, or are obtaining the means of support by fishing, jobbing and other desultory
occupations; a considerable number of children, from 10 to 15 years of age, living as
domestics with persons who were formerly themselves slaves, or of the very lowest class of
society. These persons give them no wages, merely feeding and clothing them in the
coarsest manner, and employing them in the most servile occupations. In many instances the
parents of the children have discovered this and removed them, but the evil is still extensive.
(C 5.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—I should conceive that a great

but undefined withdrawal of individuals fromagricultural labour has taken place, but I
suspect very nearly the average amount of labour has been performed by a less number than
heretofore,
(D 5.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—Ten per cent., 1 am of opinion, including

all descriptions, some of whom have abandoned agriculture, some are on the plantations,
not working, from one good cause or the other; and a certain portion are engaged by the
growers of provisions on lands that have been laying fallow for many years past. Iam of
opinion that a part of the first-mentioned class will return to their old occupations when
they have experienced the pressure of want.
(E §.) Mr. Scotland, sen., late editor of the Free Press.—The abstraction of theagricul-

tural negroes from their former occupation, since the passing of the Abolition Act, may be
_ the Proportion of 4 or § per cent. among the adults, and of about 12 per cent. of children
nder 16.

(F 5.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—In number not less than one-fourth, and in effective
strength not less than one-third, seeing with what little exertion the labourers work in the
field, the late hours of turning out in the morning, early breaking off work in the after~
noon, the practice of taking nearly a day and a half each to themselves during the week,
thereby reducing the plantation labour to about four days and a half per week.
gener The Hon, W. Byam.—One-third actual strength, and almost entirely the rising

ation.

(H 5.) I am of opinion that human labour has been withdrawn from agriculture since the
assing of the Slavery Abolition Act, to the extent of one-third, but that the adult agricultural
abourers will, in time, return to their former occupations. What may be the situation of the
colony when the present labourers have passed away, is matter of anxious consideration.
rom the almost total withdrawing of the children from the estates since the passing of the

above-mentioned Act, they are prevented from being brought up in those moral habits torender them willing and efficient successors to those who have gone before them.
106,—~ - Question 6.
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Question 6. Has this obstruction of human labour been yet at all supplied from other
sources, either by beasts of burden, or by any improvement of the system or mode of
agriculture ; or do you anticipate that the loss of human labour will hereafter be 80
supplied ?

Answer (A 6.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—No substitute has yet been
found. No doubt some experiments will be made, such as the importation of other
labourers from England or elsewhere ; but of the success of this plan I am very doubtful,
The more frequent use of the plough, or any other implement or machine used ‘inEnglish
agriculture, will be tried; but this will only bea trial, and cannot be equal to the labour
prior to the 1st August. I conceive agriculture at this time to be on the decline, We
shall perceive it more next year, and more the year after. It may be presumption in me to
suggest anything, but laws framed on the apprenticeship system appear to me most con-
ducive to the welfare of the negro and the proprietor of the soil. It is necessary they
should be made to doa fair proportion of work, not suffered to wander about, and alivaga-
bonds punished. Of the punishment at the house of correction, if they do get any, they
care nothing about. A young lad told one of my managers that he had been in gaol
already, and that he would go there again; accordingly he was soon sent there again for
pulling down an empty negro house, and burning it. His insolence was very great. Most
of those who have been committed have been there a second time.

(B 6.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor—The plough is certainly coming into more
general use than formerly ; and the mode so customary in England of carting and spread-
ing manure over the land, and then burying it by means of the plough, is observable in
many places. That canes and provisions may be thus effectively cultivated I have had
sufficient proof from my own experience, having for several successive years planted the
whole crop in this manner, and obtained returns equal to any the estates have everpro-
duced under the old plan of holing and treading out the manure. I was, in fact, com-
pelled to adopt this system, by the small number of slaves which [ possessed inproportion
to the quantity of cultivable land ; and I have only discontinued it in consequence of having
purchased about 50 additional negroes, whose labour, although of the greatest importance
at certain periods of the year, could not have been rendered fully available but by thus

filling upthe intervals of diminished exertion.
(C 6.) Shirley Warner, esq., of the Antigua Herald.—I have understood, and on one

occasion I saw, more ploughs at work than were formerly used. I have no doubt that,
eventually, that implement must wholly supersede the hoe in opening land.
(D 6.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—It has not been supplied by improvement

of the system or mode of agriculture. In some cases beasts of burden cannot supply this
obstruction, and whether they could, it would take a large amount to furnish them, and
this in ready money too.
(E 6.) Mr. Scotland, sen., lately editor of the Free Press.—-Although through the mutual

dissatisfaction, which existed from August to December last, between many of the planters
and the persons who had previously been slaves, under their management much inconve-
nience and detriment may have been suffered where that dissatisfaction prevailed; yet it is
believed that under the concessions with respect to wages, &c., which were wisely though
tardily made by the employers, the want of human labour has, generally speaking, been
little felt; and consequently it does not appear that any substitute has been provided, such
as the labour of beasts, or that any improvement of the system or mode of agriculture has
been introduced. No doubt, if, as is possible, there should at any time hereafter be a
deficiency of human hands, some plan for supplying the want must and will be
resorted to. :
(F 6.) The Hon. Owen Pell._—The increased use of the plough has in some small degree

supplied the place of human labour, but no substitute in machinery has yet been intro-
duced to any extent. High prices may induce men to try experiments; but machinery
requires labourers.
(G 6.) The Hon. W. Byam.—I do not think machinery has been introduced to its full

extent to supply the place of abstracted labour, or that all has been yet done towards an
improved mode of agriculture, and I anticipate in some degree the loss of human labour
will hereafter be so supplied in the cultivation of the soil; but I fear this expectation cannot
refer to the manufacture of sugar and the gathering in of the crop.
(H 6.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—I do not consider that any material alteration has

taken place in our system of agriculture, but I anticipate that the use of the plough will
become more general and extensive.

Question 7. Do you expect that other articles of growth or manufacture will be pro-
duced, in consequence of the Abolition Act, than those which were heretofore grown
or made in the colony?

Answer (A 7.) R. Jarrett, esq., attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—I am not aware of any
other article that could be substituted for those formerly planted. .
(B 7.) The Rev. R. Gilbert, proprietor.—I certainly have no anticipation of this nature,

nor do I think that even the cultivation of the cane would be continued to any extent were
it not for the amount of capital already invested in the manufacture of sugar and the im-
possibility of realizing it. In fact, no sale of a sugar plantation can be effected except at
the most reduced price, or by allowing the purchaser sufficient time to pay the amount out
of the proceeds of the estate.
(C 7.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor cf the Antigua Herald.—I conceive that many ae

artic
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articles will be grown, as the destruction of the monopoly of labour has time and opportu-
nity to cali forth the energies of the people, and to induce experiments upon the pro-
ductiveness of the soil, . .
(D 7.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—l have always looked to the abolition of

slavery as a period when adventurers would embark in the production of articles differin
from those that have been heretofore grown in this colony, and in the extended cultivation
of others that have been produced in a limited degree, such as cotton and coffee; of the
first of which a few bales are shipped to Europe at uncertain periods, depending upon the
merchants obtaining it in small quantities from plantation labourers, and a small quantity
is used for boiling-house lamps on sugar estates; while the latter is to be met with only
at a few family tables. Nothing can be easier or less expensive than the cultivation of
cotton; and we havehighlands that have been lying fallow and neglected for many years
past. I am very intimate with a gentleman, a native, who is now preparing to sow a large
quantity of cotton seeds on land of this description, recently purchased by him, and where
also he has established a few cocoa trees from a pod obtained at the garden on Belvidere
estate in this island, with the view of extending their number when he shall have imported
other seeds from abroad. Wheat has been tried here as an experiment, on a few square
feet of land, and the returns it gave were such as ought to have encouraged perseverance,
but the planters who tried it gave the matter no further thought. A great variety of wheat
is cultivated in Spain, and I see no reason why it may not succeed as well here for domestic
use; the same article grows Juxuriantly in South America, and the similarity of climate
with ours requires no comment on the subject. The medicinal plants grown in Turkey and
the east are adapted to our soil, and the indigo plant, which grew in abundance in this
island some 80 years ago, and formed a part of its staple cultivation, is still to be seen
here and there growing in a neglected state, from the want of a few enterprising characters
to bring it into notice once more.
(E7.) Mr. Scotland, sen., late editor of the Free Press.—The planters have always been

averse from the-eultivation of any other articles than the canes, and are likely to continue
so. But when the negroes shail become proprietors or lessees of parcels of land, they may
be expected to direct their attention to the increased growth of cotton, coffee, perhaps
tobacco, and even indigo. But it is probable that at first they will employ themselves for
some years exclusively in the raising of provisions,

(F 7.) The Hon. Owen Pell._—None of any importance.
(G 7.) The Hon. W. Byam.—None for exportation.
(H 7.) The Hon, 1. Hf. Daniell—-1 have no great reason at present to expect that other

articles of growth or manufacture will be produced in consequence of the Abolition Act
than what were heretofore grown or made in the colony.

Question 8. 1s capital likely to be diverted from its usual channel in this island in
consequence of unconditional freedom? Or is it more probable that it will be
directed to the growth of the staple produce as before, and with additional
energy?

Answer (A 8.) R. Jarrett, esq., attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—The importation of food
will be greater than formerly; but not near so much of plantation stores. The staple pro-
duce has always been the most profitable, and will be continued as long as it can

be. The exports will fall short, unconditional freedom having put a stop to all energy in
planting.

(B 8.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.—The merchants, mortgagees, proprietors, lega-
tees and other persons interested in West India property, will gladly avail themselves of the
opportunity afforded by the payment of 20,000,000/. of compensation money, to withdraw
capital to that amount. More than this it will not be very easy to withdraw, as almost the
whole value of the land and buildings of a sugar plantation 1s dependant upon its being
keptin cultivation. At the same, time I think it probable that loans, to be paid out of the
ensuing crop, or being of a very limited amount in proportion to the supposed value of the
property, will be more easily attainable than they have been for some years past, on occasion
of the great uncertainty under which we laboured as to the nature of the measures which
the British Parliament might think fit to adopt for the amelioration and ultimate emancipa-
tion of the slaves. In this colony we can anticipate no further interference with our pro-
pertyon the part of the mother country, and this will certainly give an additional feeling of
security to the holders of liens on our estates,

(C 8.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald.--The capital which is em-
ployed in this island is possessed principally by persons resident in the United King-
dom. Its gradual withdrawal may be more naturally expected than its employment
or increased investment in this country. I look for the simultaneous growth and accu-
mulation of capital amongst us.
(D 8.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—Upon this subject every thing concurs

to impress my mind with the belief that the planters will do all in their power to
extend the cultivation of the sugar cane, as an article yielding, in their opinion, larger
profits than any other to meet the ready expences of an estate. During the existence
of slavery large quantities of ground provisions were planted to render them less de-
pendant on foreign supplies for the feeding of their people; but now that this feeding
18 superseded by wages, they feel no inducement to persevere on this score, especially
as the cultivation of an acre of potatoes or yams will cost nearly the same price as
an acre of canes, with this difference, that the latter, when grown, is worth consider-

166.—I1, ably
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ably more than the former, if sent to market. The planter is obliged by law to feedtheir old people, but they feel no concern where or how the strong and healthy obtainfood. Hence the few acres of provisions that have been planted since the 1st August
1834, and hence also the high prices that are realized at this moment for many of
those productions which were abundant in our markets for many years past. I ap.
prehend that the fall of this year will demand larger supplies than usual from abroad,and even the month of June will not have passed ere the Americans will find us in a
situation to become their humble dependents. Capital may, in some measure, be diverted
from commerce to agriculture, by the avidity with which sugar plantations are sought
after at this moment; but there are not many properties that are so free from over-
whelming incumbrances, as to leave any hope of their cane lands changing masters
immediately. Capital now locked up in the coffers of many of the late slaves, who
were drivers, rangers and other head men on plantations, whose station gave them the
means of accumulating money beyond their fellow-servants, would circulate exten-
sively if these people could purchase small parcels of the waste lands to be seen in
various quarters of the island, to the astonishment of strangers, and the discredit of our
national character.
(E 8.) Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—Capital is not likely to be

diverted from its usual channel, there is manifestly a growing disposition to invest it in
sugar estates. One or two purchases have atready been made, and others, it is said, are
contemplated. No other product of our soil and climate yields a return equal to that of
the cane; and, as the plantations are already furnished with valuable works for the conver-
sion of its juice into sugar, and the proprietors have heretofore devoted all their exertion
and means to its cultivation, even with less encouraging prospects before them, there is
reason rather to hope that additional energy will be put forth in the culture of our staple,
than to apprehend its declension.
(F 8.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—This question is contingent on various circumstances, If

peace and good order is preserved, and a spirit of industry should spring up among the
inhabitants, increased capital would doubtless find its way to the island, for there-are many
natural inducements; the climate, comparatively speaking, is healthy, the soilproductive,
and easily cultivated, compared with most other colonies, and the quality of the produce of
the island is of the very best description.
(G 8.) The Hon. W Byam.—It cannot be withdrawn by reason of the impossibility of

realising, except at an immense sacrifice, or no doubt it would, from the insecurity of the
cultivation of the sugar cane, under all the political circumstances attending the West
India colonies; nor is it likely, unless the policy of Great Britain is altered towards these |
dependencies on the empire, any additional energy can be expected from the direction of
capital to this island.
(H 8.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—I do not expect that capital will be diverted from its

usual channel in this island, in consequence of unconditional freedom, or that it will be
directed to other than the staple produce as before ; but not with additionalenergy.

Question 9. Supposing that the average quantity of sugar grown in this colony for
the last 10 years to be about 11,000 hogsheads, how do you consider that average
to be affected by the absence of coercive labour ?

Answer (A g.)—-R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—Judging from the
present state of things, [ should think it would affect it one-third less,
(B 9.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor.—I do not consider that 11,000 hogsheads is 8

fair average of the sugar crops of this island. The seven years, from 1826 to 1832, both
inclusive, were very unfavourable to the cultivation of the cane, the amount of rain for those
years averaging only 40°81 inches; whereas, that of the three preceding years was equal to49°83
inches, or nearly one-fourth more, and the rain oflast year was 60°83 inches, and consequently
the foregoing statement of the amount of the crops will be too low. I imagine that the
present crop will be 10,000 hogsheads of 1,500lbs. net weight; but it was planted and
established under the old system, and with very favourable weather. The annual decrease
will, I fear, be fully equal to one-third, and not hing but discontinuing the growth of provi-
sions, and ratooning to a very large extent, will prevent the average from falling lower
still.

(C 9.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—It is very difficult to frame
a reply to this query. I see no reason to suppose that the average productions of sugar,
rum, or molasses, would be much increased in this island by the change which has taken
place.
(D 9.) Mr. Loving,superintendent of police.—This question can be answered by the

planter without the risk of error.
(E 9.) Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—Not at all disadvantageously,

but the reverse; for it has been found that the free labourer, for a fair remuneration 10
wages, will exert himself much beyond all example under the system of coercion. ;
(F 9.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Previous to the emancipation of the slaves, I was of opt-

nion that the produce of the island, during the next seven years, would equal in quantity
the produce of the last seven; the only difference being the increased expense. I am,
however, now very a prehensive, from experience, and from observation of what has been
passing around methe last six months, that owing to a falling off of that regular, neces-
sary, and continuous labour, which the estates of this island at all seasons require, the vee

u
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duce of the plantations will gradually diminish. The cultivation of ground provisions will,
{rom necessity, be first abandoned, and the cane may be expected gradually to follow.
(G g.) The Hon. W. Byam.—About one-third according to present appearances.
(H 9.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—i do not consider that a diminution of the average
roduction of sugar in the colony for the last 10 yearsis likely to be caused by the absence

of excessive labour, after the lapse of a short time, if at all.

Question 10. Will the culture of the sugar cane admit of being successfully aided by
the application of agricultural machinery; and if so, what are the particular apph-
ances that you would recommend ?

Answer (A 10.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—To. do as much as
ossible with the plough, carting out manure, and spreading it on the surface, holing the
round as little as possible. |
(B 10.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor.—I am not aware of any agricultural machinery

that is applicable to the culture of the sugar cane, except the plough and carts, perhaps the
scarifier. The steam-engine will be noticed in replying to the 13th query.
(C 10.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—Of the affirmative to this

query there can be no doubt; a country cultivated in the rudest and most inartificial man-
ner, affords every field that can be required for the introduction of mechanical aids.
The plough, the harrow, and the spiked or smooth roller, occur instantly to the mind, as

likely to increase the powers of the cultivator. The first is already in partial and increasing
operation; the other two will doubtless follow ; and I am far from believing that there are not
many contrivances for cheapening the manipulations of agriculture that will not either be
invented or imported.
(D 10.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—Certainly, and I go no farther than to

point at the necessity of constructing a machine for weeding. But the planter would then
be obliged to alter his method of holing, so as to admit of the machine being worked without
obstruction or injury to the crop.
(E 10.) Mr.Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—The culture of the sugar-

cane may besuccessfully aided by the application of machinery, such as the plough and
harrow in level lands. Experience has proved this, and those implements are becoming
more generally used.
(F 10.) The Hon. Owen Pell_No doubt of it, in a practical degree; ploughs, harrows,

rolls, drills for corn, scuffles for twitch, and all other agricultural implements, chaff-cutters,
&e. will more or Jess come into use. But if some artificial grasses, roots, &c. could be
found and brought from the East Indies or Southern or Western Africa, and be cultivated
as a green crop, similar to turnips, mangel-wurzels and clover, and thereby enable the

planter to support a large flock of stock, while at the same time he is resting and enriching
is cane lands by feeding his stock on the green crop,a great part of almost all the labour

now expended in raising manure would be saved, and would be applicable to other
purposes.
(G 10.) The Hon. William Byam.—The plough and other agricultural instruments have

for many years in Antigua aided the cultivation uf the land for the planting of the sugar-
cane and ground provisions; but 1 do not know any appliance that would assist in reaping
in the crop; the human hand can alone execute that work.
(H 10.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—The culture of the sugar-cane admits of being suc-

cessfully aided by the application of agricultural machinery. ‘The plough, harrow, and weed
extirpator are the particular appliances I would recommend. These to be used judiciously,
of course, according to the nature of the soil.

Question 11. Will the expense of a sugar plantation be-increased or decreased, in your
opinion, under free labour?

_ Answer (A 11.) R. Jarrett, Esq. attorney of Sir C, Codrington.—Increased very mate-
nally; the food for the labourers used to be raised on the soil by their own labour.
(B 11.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor—I have no hesitation in asserting, in reply to

this query, that the expense of negro labour for the cultivation of an estate in this island
will be diminished one-half, and yet it remains an extremely doubtful point, whether it will
be worth while to continue the cultivation of sugar or not. Each of these points I will
endeavour to demonstrate as concisely aspossible.

nder the old system, it was always considered that 200 slaves were able to make annually
200 hogsheads ofsugar, with a fair proportion of rum and molasses. Under the same system
our slaves were generally valued at 100/. per head. The value of 200 slaves would there-
fore be 20,000 /. and the interest of this sum at 6 per cent. is 1,2002. The expense of food
and clothing for the same number of slaves would also amount to 1,200/. But I conceive
that under the present system, and at the present rate of wages (viz. 1 8. per diem), the same
tumber of efficient labourers may be obtained for 2507. a week, or 1,250/. per anoum,
which is about the half of the former expenditure. So far the new system appears to be

te Most economical, bug there are many other points to be taken into consideration besides

". mere expenditure in labour. It may be impossible to procure the requisite number of
abourers; they may, if procured, be more idle than formerly; our canes may suffer more
extesively from plunder when the crop is ready for the mill; the increased exertions
Recessary for taking it off may not be attainable. “All these, and a variety of other evils of
4 similar nature, are at this moment in operation, and heve= it may be very doubtful
166.—I] whether
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ANTIGUA. | whether the diminution of expense will not be more than counterbalanced by the diminution
=< of profits. To put the subject in a clearer light I will state it in figures, thus:

Under the system of slavery, £. £.
200 hogsheads of sugar at 30 J. were worth - - = 6,000

 

200 puncheons of rum and molasses, at 10 i. - - - 2,000
8,000

Feeding and clothing 200 slaves - fe - 1,200
Interest of 20,0001. being their value - - - - - 1,200

2,400

 

ee

Leaving a surplus of - - - - - £.5,600

 

Under the free system,

   

133% hogsheads of sugar at 301. - + - 4,000
1332 puncheons of rum and molasses at 1o /. - - 1,337

5:347
Amount of wages - 2 ee - = = 1,250

Leaving a surplus of - = 2 = 4,097

Balanee in favour of the old system - - £.1,503

The foregoing calculation is made on the supposition maintained in my replies tothe
otherqueries throughout, and which I still believe to be correct, that the produce ofthe

island will fall off one-third ; and thus it is apparent, that although the immediate outlay of
money may be diminished, yet the value of our estates and the production of the colony

will be diminished at the same time, not in a corresponding but in an increasing ratio,
(C 11.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—I should think that they

would not be increased by freedom; for although wages will exceed the allowance to
individuals, yet as none will bepaid but those who work, and as the whole expense of sup-

porting the labourer’s family will now be borne by the labourer himself, instead of being

thrown on the master as heretofore in the shape of allowance doled out to each individual,
I should conceive that the aggregate cost of cultivation must be lessened by freedom, be-

sides which the power which freedom permits of economising human labour by machinery,
and even in many instances substituting mechanical contrivances and the strength of cattle

for manual labour, which was impossible in any great degree under the slave system,

must, I should imagine, introduce regularity, expedition and cheapness into West India
cultivation
(D 11.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—The planters can answer this question.
(E 11.) Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—It has been already ascer-

tained that the expences of sugar plantations are even now reduced below their former rate

during the existence of slavery. Calculations have been made by experienced and com-
petent gentlemen which prove that, under the single head of maintenance of labourers, there

will accrue to the aggregate body ofplanters, by the substitution of wages for food, cloth-
ing, &c. a saving of no less than from 30,0007. to 50,0001. currency, for there is this

difference in the computations. Add to this, that henceforward there will be no loss occa-

sioned by the death of slaves, nor will the owners of estates be burthened with the support

of infirm and superannuated persons, when those who are now quartered upon them by law

shall have paid the debt of nature. Perhaps, too, a more enlarged use of .cattle, the

plough, &c. may enable planters to dispense with a part of their presentworking people,
and thereby still further diminish the charges of their properties. Improvements, however,
in this country are always very dilatory in their progress.

(F 11.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—To such estates as formerly supported their slaves by pro-

vision ground on the estates, I consider there will be an increase of 30 per cent. against the

planter; that is to say, the difference betwixt his own weekly disbursement for wages and

the value or his former weekly issue of food, &c. The produce of the plantation will be

less, owing to a falling off of labour, while the capital (minus the compensation) will be the
same amouut invested in the property. .
(G 11.) The Hon. W. Byam.—lIncreased as the weekly expenditure of wages, since

ist August, has been equal or beyond the former outlay attending a distribution of food,
and the labour obtained much less. There are exceptions nevertheless to this conclusion;

for instance, in the case of plantations which formerly had too many slaves on them,
previousto the 1st August 1834, as well as in those which had tvo few. :

(H 11.) The Hon. Af. H. Daniell.—I consider that the expences of a plantation will be

increased under free labour.

Question 12. Does it appear to you that, on the principle that advantages arederived

generally from a division of labour, the growth of the canes and the manufacture 0

sugar might advantageously become two separate pursuits? .

Answer (A 12) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—I do not see bow the
labour could be divided, the manufacture of sugar is only a part of the year, and when we

have rain to plant we cannot grind. The negroes always prefer being employed in the

manufacture. .
(B 12.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor.—I have always stated that I do not think that

capital will be willingly expended on sugar estates; and even if this were not thecase
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it is scarcely probable that the present manufactories, located as they are in the most con-

yenient situations for the cartage of the canes and produce, would be abandoned for the
purpose of establishing others, which must, generally speaking, be more inconveniently.
laced.
(C 12.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald—I am induced to believe

that the cultivation ofthe canes, the carriage of it to the manufactories, the manufacture of
sugar and molasses, and the distillation of rum will eventually, in many instances, become
separatebusinesses, . .
(D 12) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—I think it quite impossible for this divi-

sion of labour to be effected in this part of the world as it regards sugar estates.
(E 12.) Mr. Scotland, sen. editor of the Free Press.—The idea of separating the manu-

facture of sugar from the growth of the cane, so as to render them two distinct occupations,
seems to be neither practicable nor necessary in the present state of the island. The whole
of the appropriated land, with trifling exceptions, is laid out in plantations, where the cane
is cultivated to the extent of the productive capability of the soil, or of the proprietor’s
means; and on all these estates the necessary buildings and apparatus for the manufacture
of sugar are already erected and fitted at a heavy cost. These must decay or be destroyed
before there could be any hope of speculative sugar-boilers from the establishment of new
works and machinery. Machinery is mentioned because it does not seem to be at all
feasible to disconnect thegrinding of the cane from the subsequent processes in making
sugar. The exceptions alluded to above are some perhaps 18 or 20 dismantled estates, now
converted to pasture, and a few inconsiderable patches, too small to be profitably applied to
the cane. The only chance, therefore, of the suggested division of labour being introduced
here depends upon something like this: His Majesty’s Government directing the allot-
ment of our waste land to settlers, in parcels sufficient for the advantageous culture of the
cane, that is, of at least 20 or 30 acres each.
(F 12.) The Hon. Owen Peill.—A large factory might be established for the sole purpose

of making sugar from canes grown by small proprietors, and thereby enable such pro-
prietors to cultivate the cane without having capital to erect works. I however do not
think there is any room for such establishments in this island. There are sugar mills and
works enough in this island adapted to almost all the good land in the island. The cane is
a raw material, is bulky and of great weight, it must therefore always be manufactured near
the spot on which it is grown, unless canals or rail-roads afforded cheap and certain
methods for its removal.
(G 12.) The Hon. W. Byam.—In the settlement of a new colony, when works could be

judiciously constructed, adequate to the requirements of a certain extent of land and roads
traced to facilitate cartage accordingly, the growth of the cane, and the manufacture of
sugar might advantageously become too separate pursuits; but in this island (in which
already every plantation has its works conveniently placed for taking off and receiving its
crop) it does not appear any advantage could now be derived from a separation of the two
pursuits, the capital requisite in buildings being already expended, suited to the wants of
the various plantations; besides the comforts obtained by the field-labourer froma partici-
pation in the advantages arising from the manufacture of sugar, offer so much inducement
to his undertaking agricultural toil, that their removal from the. reach of numbers of the
population could only create additional impediments to field-labour.
(H 12.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—lI think not in this island. —

Question 13. Would the application of steam come successfully in aid of such separa-
tion of the two pursuits just advertedto ?

Answer (A 13.) R. Jarrett; esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—Steam-mills are very use-
ful,but xy expensive, in grinding canes; I am not aware how steam could be otherwise
employed.
(B 13.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor—There could be no inducement to such a

change, except the application of steam to the grinding the cane. This would frequently
be very desirable, as it would enable us to place the works that all the cartage should be

down hill, cr on level ground; whereas at present the mill is generally situated on the most
elevated part of the estate, for the purpose of obtaining a sufficient exposure to the wind.
It must be observed that this remark does not at all invalidate the reply given to the former
query; for although it may be desirable for many estates to remove their works, and esta-
lish them on lower ground, yet the expense of this may form an insurmountable obstacle,

and the establishment of one set of works for several estates must always be under the ob-
Jection of increasing the cartage, which is one of the most formidable difficulties we have to
contend with in taking off the crop. .
(C 13.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—I am not sufficiently master

of this subject to give an answer, but it seems to me that the steady continuity of working
afforded to machinery, moved by steam power, must facilitate by its regularity any opera-
“ons to which it is made to contribute. :
(D 13.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—If the question relates to the establish-

ment of a steam-millon each plantation. Ianswer that not more than one estate out of ten
could afford such a mill, and should it get out of order during crop, the difficulty and ex-
pense of repairing it would be serious. If it be intended that these mills should be esta-
lished by disinterested persons to take off the crop of the neighbouring plantations, the

plan could not be effected here as it is in Europe, where the miller grinds another person’s
coru, The cane is an article of dead weight, and to be conveyed over hills and rugged roads

to any greater distance ti 1 ld destroy all cattle.166.—II. nee than usua » WOU es roy a 2 (E 13.)
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(E13.) Mr: Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—This question is answe
ANTIGUA. with the last. There are however now four or five steam-engines in operation. Butalarge

a proportion of the island is very destitute of wood and water, and although the scantiness of
the former might be supplied by the importations of coals, the cost of which is moderate,
yet to remedy the deficiency of water by excavating ponds, &c. presents difficulties too
formidable for most West Indian planters.
(F 13.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Steam would come in aid of the above plans, and being

always available, is particularly well adapted as a moving power in taking off a crop
that is ripe at all, and every season of the year. The sea breezes of this island are in
general so regular, and the wind is so cheap an agent, that steam I think will never come
much into use in this colony.

(G13.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Steam would necessarily form the chief aid in such a sepa-
ration, as the large quantity of canes to be disposed of daily could not be left to a less cer-
tain operation.
(H 13.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—1am of opinion that a good wind-mill, in a proper

situation, is the cheapest machine, and fully sufficient in this island to answer al! our pur.
poses of manufacture.

Question 14. Are there any difficulties to operate against the small growers or lessees of
small properties in this colony, and of what nature are they?

Answer (A14.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C., Codrington.—Small estates have an
advantage over large ones in obtaining a sufficient quantity of labourers, and those that have
been short-handed, have an opportunity of obtaining more than formerly. But the labour-
ers are fond of changing their employers. _ I see no difficulty attached to them more than
to larger ones.

(B14.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor—There is the unanswerable objection of the
impossibility of keeping a sufficient quantity of stock to take off the crop ; as well as the
great expense of erecting works for a small estate.
(C 14.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—That which renders all small

concerns less profitable than large ones are, ceteris paribus, the total loss of small portions
of time, and the entire waste of refuse material.
(E14.) Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—The persons described in this

question, who form a very inconsiderable number, are subject to no peculiar difficulties.
Notwithstanding small properties have been very unproductive hitherto, being chiefly used
for the pasturiny of sheep, and a very few black cattle. But as planting of provisions is
now in a great measure abandoned on the large sugar estates, they are likely to become
more valuable, by being applied to the raising of those necessaries.

(F 14.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Formerly the establishment of a sugar plantation with
the slaves and works required a large outlay of capital. This is now, in some degree, les-
sened, still it is a serious undertaking, unless the small grower sold his produce (raw) toa
manufacturer, and would depend on such disposal.

(G 14.) The Hon. W. Byam.--Frequent seasons of drought and want of water.
(H 14.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—Smell sugar estates, requiring almost the same build-

ings and machinery as large ones to carry them on, are rendered unproductive by that .
cause, by failure of crops from severe droughts which this island is unhappily too frequently
visited with, and by the excessive tax laid on the produce.

Question 15. Might the industrious labourer or small farmer be located on the lands,
usually called 10 acre lands, with such probability of success as would induce or
justify the government encouraging persons to such an undertaking? ,

Answer (A 15.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—I do not think this would
answer, as they would most probably employ ‘the labourers from the estates.

(B 15.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.-Were it possible to find from 50 to 100 allot-
ments of those lands, of a fertile quality contiguous to each other, and were a proper set
of works, and a steam-mill erected in a central position, such an undertaking might possi-

bly prove advantageous; but the habits of the negro would make it extremely problema-
tical at the best; and the impossibility of finding so large a quantity of good cane land
uncultivated, must render it altogether hopeless in this colony.
(C15.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—Natives might raise stock or

provisions on them ; but neither their extent nor their fertility hold out any temptattons to
emigrants.

(D 15.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.--The location of these lands would be 8
general benefit to the island, and the success which would attend their cultivation atthis

juncture is beyond the least doubt. Lon
(E 15.) Mr. Scotland, sen. lately editor of the Free Press.—In replying to this question It.

seems proper to remark that a distinction ought to be drawn between the general mass 0
unappropriated lands, and those called 10-acre lands, which only constitute a part of the
former. For there are waste portions which are not known by the name of 10-acre lands;
and neither the history of the colony, nor the laws nor any document extant, shows that at

any period the entire soi] was occupied and settled. But the interrogatory, though it

speaks only of 10-acre lands, evidently from its tendency, including every part of the coun-
ny which is not claimed by private individuals; and being so understood, is answere
thus :

There can hardly exist a doubt that the industrious labourer or small farmer mightbe
located ‘on the 10-acre and other unapplied lands with great probability of success,and the

exec
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execution of such a project would be attended with many obvious advantages; such for
example,as the increased cultivation of the cane, whose juice might be manufactured into-
sugar at some neighbouring works, the growth of provisions to such anextentas would.
very considerably lessen the demand for American corn, meal, &c. and consequently retain’
our money within the island ; the raising of butchers’ meat of every description, as well as
of poultry, green vegetables, &c., the supply of all which articles is and ever has been
quite inadequate to the wants of the inhabitants. Several other useful consequences
might be specified if necessary. ~ But the paramount benefit to be expected is that it would
create a new and necessary order of men among us, a body of farmers, who, with their fami-.
lies, would form that medium between the extreme classes of our society, that link between
the highest and lowest, which is indispensable to the peace and due equipoise of every com-
munity, and without which the more opulent and élevated become arrogant and despotic,
the poor debased and flagitious; while they serve as a check to the indolence of the power-
ful, they at the same time receive information and polish by intercourse with them; these
they transmit to the lowest rank, teaching them hkewise by example the advantages of vir-
tue and honest industry. Such a class of higher peasantry would bear some analogy to the
English farmers, and have in their measure a corresponding effect upon the morals, prospe-
rity and happiness of the country. It cannot be questioned that by the introduction of
this much-wanted order of inhabitants, trade and commerce would be stimulated and ex-
tended, the demand for British manufactures enlarged, the consumption of our own produce
increased, and the useful.arts and handicrafts encouraged. The strengthening too of
our militia force’is another important point which would be gained. At present the
jealousy of the whites, whether well-or ill founded,will not entrust arms to the newly-eman-
cipated negroes, but there can be no room for suspicion of those who should thus become
interested in the soil, and whose all would depend upon the tranquillity and safety of the
island. But a question has been stirred, upon the determination of which depends ina
great measure, if not entirely, the enterprising of the suggested project; namely, Where
does the power of granting the lands under consideration reside? Many persons suppose
it to be vested in the Governor, Council and Assembly, with regard to all unoccupied
lands universally. If so there is little prospect of their being distributed ; the two latter
bodies having for the last 50 or 60 years shownafixed resolution not to concur in the mea-
sure. But that opinion seems not to be very firmly founded, for the following reasons:
whatever might have been the terms of the original charter conferred upon the inhabitants
of this island, the conquest of it by the French in the reign of Charles 2, according to the
practice of that age, divested not only private landholders of all their right in the soil, but
the (local) government also, if it antecedently possessed any. This right did not neces-
sarily revive upon the recapture of the colony by the English arms. On the contrary, the
King whose troops had achieved the recovery, became the sovereign and exclusive possessor
of the whole territory. The restoration, or more properly regranting of the lands to their
former proprietors, was an act of free and especial grace, and is so acknowledged by our
44 per cent. Act. And this Act, which was entirely occasioned by that exercise of the
Royal munificence, while it expressly imposes the duty of 41 per cont. as a tribute of grati-
tude to the King for reinvesting tbe old proprietors with their estates, makes no mention
whatever of public or government lands. And it may be remarked here, in further confir-
mation of the above, that the 44 per cent. Act refers to another, No. 1, the title only of
which is printed in our book of laws, and that this title runs in the following manner: “ An
Act for Indemnity and declaring all old Titles to Land void and lost, by reason of the French
King’s Conquest.” Hence it appears, that although our Legislature has been allowed, for
reasons of convenience, in time past to judge of the applicants, and appoint their several
locations, the King’s absolute and sole right to grant the lands is as indisputable in Anti-

gua as in any of his more recent acquisitions by conquest, and may constitutionally be ex-
ercised, on any occasion by himself or his representative, without reference to the Council
and Assembly. If it be not so as the King alone can divest himself ofanything or right
appertaining to his prerogative, where is the Act of Cession or Transfer of His sovereignty
m that matter? The language of the Legislature itself, in the year 1718, proves in the
most conclusive manner, that up to that date, the King had not conferred upon or delegated
to it the right or power of grenting waste-lands. ‘The preamble to Act, No. 163, after
stating that sundry parcels had been abandoned by former settlers, says that the govern-
ment, toprevent the island from being deserted, had given to other persons * patents,
grants and warrants for the same lands, which the government thought might lawfully and
reasonably be done upon the failure of such non-settlers.” The best authority then which
the government could plead, was that they thought it lawful and reasonable, that is, expe-
dient ! But can it be imagined, that if the Royal concession of the right or sanction for its

exercise, which are the sole sufficient grounds for them to stand upon, had ever been
teceived, they would not have alleged that for their authority.’ But even if the Legislature
could produce some charter or other documents, might it not be contended, that the power
eing bestowed to be used for the benefit of the country, would becomeforfeited and revert

atter the dormancy ofacentury. It is observable that not a single Act relating to the

granting of lands has been confirmed by the King. There is however a part of the “ ten

acre lands,” to the disposal of which our local governatent might, upon a superficial view,
appear to have obtained a legal right The Act, No. 118, passed in December 1700, after
reciting thatmanyproprietors of fand had failed in the payment of the taxes due for their

ands, enacts that unless those taxes shall be discharged before the gist March next en-

Suing, all such lands shall (ipso facto) become forfeited to His Majesty, &c. and shall be
distributed in parcels of 10 acres by the Governor, Council and Assembly.” Here cur
166.— II, Government
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Government may set up aclaim as for the payment of a public debt, but upon examina-
tion, it will be found only specious, for unless the lands were granted immediately by the
King himself, or under His special authority, the property must be held to belong to the
Crown, and consequently not taxable or forfeitable. But supposing that our government
did actually obtain a right to those lands by a legal confiscation, who at this distant period
shall discriminate between them and other “ ten-acre lands” which have reverted to the
Crown by the desertion of the grantees or their heirs’? The subject of this question has
been dwelt upon at some length, both on account of its great importance and yet hopeless-
ness, unless His Majesty’s Government should take the matter in hand.
(F 15.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Nearly all the good land of this island worth cultivating

at the present prices of produce is under tillage, with all the advantage which capital can
give to it, the only difficulty being that of obtaining labourers to work it. The English
armer cannot himself labour in this climate; and without the means of hiring labourers, no
benefit could attend his settling on ten acres of indifferent land in this island.
(G 15.) The Hon. W. Byam.—It is to be feared the small farmer must, for the above

reason, fail, unless located in a few favourable situations; thedisappearance of all the 10-
acre proprietors of former years indicates this apprehension to be well founded, the supposed
cause being want of water.
(H 15.) The Hon. M@. H. Daniell.--I think, from the long and severe droughts under

which this island so frequently suffers, the success of such a measure is more than doubiful.

Question 16. Does it occur to you, that under the present system of free labour, the
industry of mechanics, or other persons not engaged in agriculture, might be advan-
tageously applied to any article of manufacture?

Answer (A 16.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—TI am not aware of this.
(B 16.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.—It has long been the custom to employ the

tradesmen on the estates in the manufacture of sugar and rum; and I am not aware that it
would be advantageous, or indeed practicable, to employ them in any other species of
manufacture. In point of fact, the very commonest articles can be imported from England
at a far lower price than they can be made for in this island.
(C 16.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor ofthe Antigua Herald.—To the manufacture of bricks,

tiles and coarse pottery. Our mill machinery and our carts are of rude construction, and
mechanics might find employment in their improvement. Artisans are more likely to show
us what we want, than we can be to say what our wants are.
(D 16.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police——They might be industriously employed by

bringing the fibrous productions into action.
(E 16.) Mr. Scotland, sen. late editor of the Free Press.—Persons not engaged in agri-

culture might be employed with some advantage in manufacturing the common sorts of
leather, the coarser articles of pottery, bricks, and a small quantity of castor and belin oils,

(F 16.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—I consider this as an entirely agricultural country. The
agriculturists can afford to pay higher wages for labour than uny tradespeople in the colony;
such tradespeople, at least, as are employed in manufacturing articles which can be more
cheaply imported than manufactured in the island, shoes, wearing apparel, &c. The cheap
transport of manufactured articles from more densely-populated countries will always
operate against any domestic manufactures of the island. .
(G 10.) The Hon, W. Byam.—There could, of course, be no competition with the British

artisan in any article of manufacture; the making earthen vessels for culinary purposes, the
fabricationof rope from the cocoa-nut tree, and the plaiting of hats from the leaves of the
palmetto, onlyFarnish emolument to a few persons when supported by other advantages,
and are equal to maintain individuals under different circumstances.
(H 16.) The Hon. Mf. H. Daniell—tI am not prepared to answer this question at present.

Question 17. Might not the many fibrous productions of this colony be beneficially
used in the same manner as flax is in the mother country, viz. by putting in occu-
pation the spinning-wheel of the aged or infirm poor, and establishing rope walks for
the manufacture of twine and cordage? .

Answer (A 17.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—I am not prepared to
answer this question. .
(B 17.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor—The spinning-wheel is not in much use in

England at the present day, on account of the much cheaper rate at which thread can be
spun by machinery than by hand, and the same objection will be in operation here.
Neither am I aware that this island affords any other materials, besides cotton, which will
admit of being so employed. The objection stated in reply to the preceding query will be
applicable to every species or manufacture. Nothing is manufactured in the island but
from absulute necessity. ae
(C 17.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—No manufacturer in this

island will be able to enter into competition with the products of the looms of Great Britain.
We had better send home the raw materials, and leave it to the British to work it up.
(D 17.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of ‘police.—The fibrous productions of the island are

very numerous, and the rough preparation of them would lead to much industry and prevent
much pauperism. The layer tribe of the aloe grows luxuriantly every where, and the south-
western districts and many places abound with them, but they are totally neglected. An offer
was made, three years ago, by a London house, to give 181. sterling per ton for fibrous pro-
ductions. Itcaused an attempt to be made by a planter, after taking off the sugar OOPie

crushing



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 283

crushing the fibrous aloe in the mill, and a large truss was obtained and shipped. The
quality was excellent for cordage; but I learned that the labour of preparation, &c.
amounted to near the value of the articles, and the pursuit was abandoned. Had it been
ersevered in, there cannot be a doubt that practice would have caused experience, and

experience profit; and as the plan extended itself, the other fibrous productions would have
been successively turned to advantage. The method used by the people of Hayti for pre-
paring the fibrous aloe is both simple and cheap. A post is stuck in the earth in a reclined

osition, with a strong hook near the top, and as far up as a man can easily reach. Upot
this hook a branch of the aloe is placed, and the operative shaves or scrapes off the green bark
with an old knife, or any other instrument that is most convenient to him. This done, the
article is put away to get thoroughly dry, which is soon effected, on account of its porous or
spongy quality, and w endry it is packed together and shipped. This is the precise mode.

e may do the same thing to-morrow; and [ would point, firstly, at alarge.tract of
neglected upland running parallel with and in the rear of Parham’s town, where the fibrous
aloe grows abundantly. I cannot see any reason why rope-walks for the manufacture of
cordage might not be established here,provided the undertaking were gone into by joint
speculators, and patronized by the Legislature.

(E 17.) Mr. Scotland, jun., late editor of the Free Press.—Cordage of very good qua-
lity and strength might be made with facility; but it does not seem probable that the
spinning-wheel and loom would succeed; and even if they were introduced, the cheapness
and superior quality and beauty of the British manufactures, would render our domestic
articles unsaleable. 2

(F 17.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—In all tropical countries there are varieties ofBrasees and
fibrous plants capable of being converted into manufacturing purposes; but I believe they
require considerable labour in the cultivation and their preparation, before they can be
turned to any useful or profitable purposes. Whenever there is a superabundance of labour
for the cultivation of the cane, or from any circumstances, it becomes not worth cultivating,
it is not impossible women may begin to spin, and men to make twine; provided, however,
the importation of such articles are rigidly prohibited, or that the inhabitants of this island
became reduced to such wretchedness they could find nothing to give in exchange for
imported articles.
(G17) The Hon. William Byam.—Such employment might give a living, if there was

plenty of water to use in the manufacture of the fibres.
(H 17.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—I am well convinced that the fibrous productions of

this island may be beneficially used in the manufacture of twine and cordage; and I am
justified in this opinion from the result of experiments commenced by a former com-
missioner of the dock-yard at English Harbour, Captain White, and unfortunately cut
short by his death.

Question 18.—Might the loom be also brought into use here with any advantage?

Answer (A 18.) R. Jarrett, esq., attorney of Sir C. Codrington.—Nor this.
(B 18.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.—The foregoingobjections will again recur. In

case of lumber becoming scarce, the manufacture of coarse bags to carry home the sugar, is
the only one I can imagine to be practicable; and even these articles may be imported at
acheaper rate than they can be made atin this colony. In fact I see little use in dis-
cussing this question at all ; for it is evident, that if England can undersell, as is well known
to be the case, all the civilized countries of Europe, there can be no hope of any of these
colonies being able to supply their own wantswith any advantage. The production of the
Taw material is the natural use of colonial establishments; and the manufacture of the
article so produced will always be better accomplished, and at a cheaper rate, by the
mother country. . -
© 18.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald.—Answered in the last

reply.
(D 18.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police—The use of the loom would not be of

any pecuniary benefit to the inhabitants of this island, because the manufacture of linen
and cotton stuffs is conducted upon so cheap a plan in the United Kingdom, that clothing
imported here costs less to the consumer, with the merchant’s profits and other charges
thereon, than the bare labour of manufacture would amount to amongst us. There is an
amazing tact among our rural people at plaiting and twisting fibrous substances; and as
they are in the habit of making a rude but durable rope, for moving their fish-pots, the art
of ‘ined © and rope-making. would combine amusement with labour, and be easily
acquired.

(F 18.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Never, under existing circumstances.
(G 18.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Not while the colony is able to avail itself of the skill of

the mother country, and properly employed in raising a valuable exchangeable production
suited to its climate.
(1 18.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—I have not sufficient information to enable me to

8ive a good opinion on this subject.

Question 19.—Are you aware that some of the fibrous plants here offer the means
of manufacturing a cloth or linen of peculiarly fine texture?

an nme (A 19.) R. Jarrett, esq., attorney of Sir C. Codrington—I do not know of

166.—]]. (B 19.)

ANTIGUA.



ANTIGUA,

284 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(B 19.) Shirley. Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald.--I have no knowledge of
any such material. The silk cofton(bombax ceila) bas been tried, but altogether failed,
(C 19.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald.—l| have seen a sort of linen

made from the fibres of the banana or plantain: the silk grass and Americanaloe also
furnish fibres of considerable fineness, great length, and, I have understood, not subject to
contraction on the application of water. And very little exertion would subject these
materials to the experimental industry of British weavers, as the raw material can be pro-
cured in almost any quantity, and for nothing.
(D 19.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—In 1832 I saw about half a yard of cam-

bric, manufactured in the East Indies from the silk aloe, which grows here also. This aloe,
be it observed, makes the best razor-strop in the world, and is used for that purpose by
some persons here. ,
(E 19.) Mr. Scotland, late editor of the Free Press.—Fibres of the plantain and dagger

aloe have been wrought into cloth of considerable fineness; and a beautiful damask table-
cloth has been exhibited here, said to be manufactured of the latter plant.
(F 19.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—Answered in No. 17.
(G 19.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Yes; but the answers to the preceding questions show an

incompetency to these sources of advantages.
(H.19.) The Hon. Mf. H. Daniell—I have been told so, and believe the information to

have been correct.

A Statement of any obstacles which may impede the powers of production or exchange
of produce,

Question 20. Are there any difficulties which, in your opinion, oppose themselves to an
increased productive industry, and of what nature are they?

Answer (A 20.) R. Jarrett, esq., attorney of Sir C. Codrington—The great and only
difficulty thatI know of, is the disinclination of the negro to work; nothing but want will
compel them; and they have so many resources within themselves, and can live on so little,
that it will be a long time before they will be brought to it.
(B 20.) The Rev. N. Gilbert, proprietor.—The want of machinery is the great obstacle;

and this, in the present state of science, is irremediable, as no machinery can be worked
in this island from the want of fuel. The natural indolence of the negro character, and the
enervating effect of the climate upon the white inhabitants, will ever be a great impedi-
ment to the establishment of any of the European manufactures amongst us. The rate
of wages also at present given for agricultural labour, viz. 1 s. to the first, and gd. to the
second gang, effectually prevents us from increasing the productive industry of the country.
Mr. Inglis, in his late work on Ireland, gives many instances of labourers with large famt-
lies, and a rent to pay of 40s. sterling per annum, receiving only 6 d. sterling per diem for -
their labour; and he states 4d. a day to be the full average rate of wages paid to agricul- .
tural labourers throughout all Ireland. Now, when it is remembered that our labourers
receive the highest of these rates, that their wives may earn the same, and many of their
children more than the lower rate of remuneration; that they have houses free of rent;
that they are allowed ground to cultivate for themselves; that they are permitted to keep
as many pigs, goats and poultry as they please; that a doctor is provided for them, free of
‘expense; that their aged and infirm relatives are supported by the plantation on which
they were formerly; I say, when these things are considered, it will be at once apparent,
that the remuneration for laboar in this colony is far greater than is necessary to supply
the wants of the labouringpopulation. . This is the real cause of the withdrawing of so
large a portion of the negroes from field labour. If one in a family is constantly at work,
he can maintain all the rest; or if he is single, his wants may be abundantly supplied by
the labour of two or three days in the week. Under these circumstances, it must be hope-
less to think of increasing the productive industry of the country; and it is really matter
of wonder that the negroes work as constantly as they do. The rate of wages must be
lowered, or the labourer must acquire more expensive habits, before we can reasonably
expect to extend the cultivation of our estates, or even to retain them in their present
condition. .
(C 20.) Shirley Warner, esq., editor of the Antigua Herald—A reply to this query

would open a very wide field for discussion. ‘The whole system of slavery, by creating @

monopoly of labour, was opposed to productive industry; and although that great moral
and social evil is in itself abolished, yet every trace of its consequences is untouched. The
monopoly of the supply which Great Britain assumed, the monopoly of our products, on
which she built that assumption ; the unremitting industry with which she endeavoured

to draw our surpius products to herself annually, instead of encouraging their re-invest-

ment, and consequently increased production in the country; the wanton prohibition to
our trying new modes of enriching ourselves, by increasing our duties on our sugar, when
clayed, and our being prevented altogether from refining it; the extraction from the
country of the 4 4 per cent, duty; the closing against resident natives almost everyoffice

of emolument, have almost withered every hope of advancement; no door for enterprise,

for invention, or indeed for real industry, but has been shut; and if any steps have been

made in advance, they have been made in spite of overwhelming difficulties, and merely

enable us to hope that hereafter we may get on better.
(D 20.) Mr, Loving, superintendentof police —It has been the policy of the legislature

and leading men of Antigua, above all the West India colonies, to be exceedingly jealous

of small proprietors; and it would appear that this feeling was generated to keep the
people
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le of colour from rising in the scale of society by the possession of agricultural pro-
erty. Where possessions of this description have been bequeathed to them by their

fathers orfriends, the adverse party were never satisfied till, by a course of petty vexation,
or ingenious contrivance, which it is now unnecessary for me to particularize, the ownershi
was transferred to the white inhabitants; and few of these properties remain unchanged.
By the custom of the island (there being rio law on the subject) every proprietor of 10 acres
of land is entitled to vote for a member of assembly; and as the possession of such lands,
jf numerous (when absenteeism is so prevalent among the great proprietary body) would
throw the elective strength into the hands of their owners, the policy alluded to has not
been weakened by the march of time or events, The white inhabitants have likewise
crippled each other in this respect; and one may perceive in his rambles through the

country the remains of small cattle-mill estates sprinkled over a single plantation of large
extent, the wealthy proprietor of which had eaten up his poor neighbour in times past.
Hence the number of uncultivated acres which the owners have not the means of working
at this day, but which may be turned to prefitable account by sale, lease, or otherwise, in
trifling proportions to poor industrious men. The southern and mountainous purts of the
island exhibit a dreary and uncivilized appearance, where little is to be seen but barren
bills and thick woods; and though many of these spots, with others farther inland, belong
to estates that are entailed, or under mortgage to Englich merchants, yet may they be
rendered valuable if the attornies, or agents of the parties here, or in England, would bestir
themselves in the matter. It is no less disgraceful to the character than prejudicial to the
best interests of the island, to allow so many acres of land to remain idle; and in this
respect, the fable of “ The Dog in the Manger” may be appropriately applied to us. There
can be no doubt that the cultivation of provisions wiil be finally abandoned by the sugar
planters, because the experience they have had since the abolition of slavery establishes
the fact, that the returns will not pay for the labour in ready money; and we can only hope
for this diminution in our ground provisions being supplied by a multitude of small pro-
prietors, who, by their active personal industry, and by thatoftheir children, or other con-
nexions, and by methcds more simple and cheaper than can be obtained by their wealthier
neighbours, will become the saviours of the country against the pressure of want. A single
instance of this description of proprietors will, I trust, sutticiently illustrate and prove the
validity of my suppositions. A biack man, who belonged to Brookes’s estate, and became
free on the 1st of August last, purchased, out of his many years’ savings, 10 acres of
woodland, at the foot of Crabb Hill, about a musket-shot to the east of Johnston’s Point.
This spot had been originally conveyed to a gentleman for electioneering purposes; and
being thus disencumbered from a large tract of private land, the sale of it was easily
effected. The present owner began with the erection of a small hut and clearing the land,
by the assistance of his wife: the fuel was turned into charcoal, which commands a ready
sale; the clearing and weeding were rapidly followed by cultivation; and before the close
of the year the place exhibited a growing crop, more luxuriant than was to be met with
in any part of the island. The proprietor’s huts and other domestic comforts increased as
he had leisure, and this little farm blooms like a fose in the wilderness, separated from
kindred or rival. It serves to cheer the lonely traveller in those solitary parts, where
nothing is to be seen on either hand but thick woods or the blue ocean; nothing to be
heard but the dashing of waves, or the melancholy notes of the turtle dove. I went last
week to Willoughby Bay, and my attention being drawn to the desert appearance of the
hill belonging to the Hope estate, just over the town, the minister of the gospel with whom
I sojourued made this remark: ‘‘ Whata pity it is. to see this place so neglected, while
there are some of the former slaves on the estates in this neighbourhood eagerly desiring
to purchase small parcels of it.”

_ (E 20.) Mr. Scotland, sen. late editor of the Free Press.—The chief impediments to the
industry of the negro population arise from the late market-hucksters’ license and
labourers’ special contract laws, which were framed for the purpose of checking the freedom
of trade, and limiting the variety of occupation among that class, in order to constrain
them, for want of other cmploy, to work on the sugar estates. These Acts havenot only
subjected the labourers to much detriment, but caused great inconvenience to the inha-
bitants of the towns, by diminishing their supplies of fish, poultry, vegetables, &c.

(F 20.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—No other difficulties of any consequence, except the diffi-
culty of obtaining labour in sufficient quantity to cultivate the land. The facility of living
without any great personal exertions, and ‘the natural tendency of the climate to induce in-
dolence, the little real, and the less artificial wants of the people, are all obstacles (and in
My opinion invincible ones) to an extensive improvement in the productive industry of the
island. In Europe the labourer would perish without a house, fuel, and raiment. The
colonial labourer can be happy and contented without either; his real wants are therefore
very limited.,

(G 20.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Aversion to labour on the part of a great proportion of

© population. Paucity ‘of wants on the part of the working. classes. Disregard of

Provision for the future. Love of indolence and pleasure.

(H 20.) The Hon. H. M. Daniell.—Y¥es, the poverty of the inhabitants ismainly pro-
duced by the unnaturai, unjust, and oppressive treatment which they have suffered under
for many years past, from the mother country.

The remedies, whether legislative, financial, or administrative, by which these obstacles
may be lessened or wholly removed ?

106.—IT, Question 21. -
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Question 21.—Is there any Act or regulation, either of His Majesty’s Government or the
local legislature, which, in your opinion, would be remedial of the difficulties you haye
stated ?

Answers (A 21.) R. Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir ©. Codrington—The payment of the
compensation-money will enable the embarrassed proprietor to carry on his sugar estate
some time longer, the want of which many are now feeling. And if His Majesty would be
pleased to repeal the 44 per cent. duty, it would be a great relief to all.
(B 21.) The Rev. WV. Gilbert, proprietor.—It is evident from the returns of the 44 per

cent, duty payable on all importations into this colony, that their amount cannot be less
than 300,000 ¢. per annum; and as this amount would, if consumed in the island, give an
average of nearly g/. per head for the expenditure of each individual, in imported artieles
alone, it results that a very considerable proportion of these goods must be again exported;
and it is, therefore, clearly the interest of the mother country to do all in her power to in.
crease a trade so highly und directly lucrative to herself. If St. John’s were madeafree
port, it would be equally beneficial to this colony and to the mother country; and would be
no more than a just acknowledgment of the readiness with which the wishes of His Majesty’s
Government were met, and even anticipated by the instant and unconditional emancipation
of the whole labouring population of this colony. There is an Act of the British Parlia-
ment for the regulation of contracts between the master and his labourers, passed in the
reign of his late Majesty George 4, which would, I think, meet all the difficulties we have
to contend with in the regulation of our agricultural labourers. It is true that an Act has
lately been passed, and is now in operation in this colony, for this express purpose; but
that Act labours under two radical defects. It is founded on the imaginary state of society,
viz. on the plan of Lord Goderich, for the regulation of the slaves in the Crown colonies,
which has in fact never been reduced to practice, and it is founded also upon an anomalous
state of society, on a state of transition from slavery to freedom. Our labourers are now as
free as the labourers of England, and consequently the English laws are the proper laws for
the government of labourers in her colonies; and as these laws have already received the sanc-
tion of experience, there can be little doubt of their answering, in every respect, the re-
quirements of the present emergency. This is not the place to enter into an extended discus-
sion of our colonial Act, neither is it my intention to censure what has been already done.
The colonial Act has certainly been of some use; but I think that of the Imperial Parlia-
ment would be more effective. There is also one obvious method of removing a most
grievous obstacle to the agricultural prosperity of the country, and one which it rests en-
tirely in the breast of His Majesty to confer; I mean the abolition of the 4'4per cent. duty
on all exported produce. It 1s needless now to point out the unjust nature of this impost,

that it was extorted from us by the strong hand of power, that it is based on a false posi-

tion, that by the mode of collection, an additional 7 per cent. on the amount of the duty is
extracted in the form of packages; that no other parts of His Majesty’s dominions are sub-

ject to this exaction; that even the more fertile conquered colonies, although the plea of

right might have been much more equitably applied to them, are exempted from it; that

the articles so taxed, are, besides supporting the colonial government, subject to a duty of
more than. their intrinsic value, on their arrival in England; that the Imperial Parliament,

having taken from us the most valuable part of that property, from which the duty was

levied, have virtually, and under every view of justice and equity, really abrogated it; these,

and many other considerations, which it is unnecessary now more particularly to mention,

must be obvious to His Majesty’s Government; and we cannot help feeling the conviction

that, guided as His Majesty’s councils are, by men of tried integrity and ability, so odious
an impost will not be continued longer than the necessities and emergencies of the crisis
require.
tc 21.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—The establishment of a

university at the most convenient and healthy island, where the upper classes might edu-

cate their children, without the necessity of sending them to England; the erection of

one central legislature, as extensive as the military, ecclesiastical, and ost-office establish-

ment; the openingalegitimate field to the ambition of the wealthy and influential, either by

making the Upper House to consist of members appointed for life, or hereditary, or by
conferring personal honours of a distinct denomination ‘from those existing in Europe, 80
thatthey might be worthless anywhere but in their own country; and in the erection of

courts of justice, both criminal and civil, as well as in equity, as extensive as theproposed

legislature. In fact, combining all the British colonies to the east of Porto Rico, ito one
great province, and looking on every separate one as a country; but without destroying the
present local legislatures, which would provide for all internal and local ameliorations.
(D 21.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.—I could suggest that an annual tax of 28.

currency per acre be laid on all uncultivated lands over and above 50 acres, attached to an

sugar plantation, (allowing the 50 acres for pasturage.) That the tax be 3s. per acre onall

uncultivated lands belonging, but not attached, to any sugar plantation; and to all other

lands so uncultivated, not belonging, or having reference, to such plantations, or not form-

ing any part of what is termed country lands, 48. per acre. That the country lands be sold

in parcels of from two to five acres, and not more, to ensure its cultivation, and to serve &
greater number of those whose little capital is now locked up, waiting for the opportunity 0
making such purchases. That no labourer residing on any sugar plantation bepermitted
to assist in the cultivation of these lands at any time during the crop; and that no labourer
aforesaid shall render his assistance as aforesaid out of crop, except on Saturdays, in order
that the cultivation thereof may be chiefly carried on by the purchaser and hisfamily,mg

sidi
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siding on the spot, and not to the prejudice of the sugar estates. That purchases should
be made on these terms, and that an annual returnbe given in to the Treasury, on oath, of
the non-employment of the labourers specified herein. J.astly, that an annual bounty of
2s, per acre be given on all lands cultivated with yams, potatoes, eddoes, tanyas, plantains,
cassava, atrow-root, castor seed, ginger, cocoa, cotton and coffee, or either of these products,
for the next five years.

(E 21.) Mr. Scotland, sen., late editor of the Free Press.—The remedy is obviously the
repeal or amendment of those laws; so that the industry of the working people may be
Jeft unshackled and free to be applied as they themselves choose.

(F 21.) The Hon, Owen Pell.—This question involves so many considerations, thatIam
not prepared to answer it without much more reflection than my short stay in the island
admits of.
(G 21.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Acts and regulations in aid of continuous labour, passed

by the local legislature, and sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government, on the model of
those framed under Lord Goderich’s authority, would do much good; but the repeal of the
44 per cent. duty, and cordial encouragement of the staple commodities of this island, whose
inhabitants are employed in raising sugar by free labour, by the introduction of such sugar
into the provinces and distilleries, together with the reduction of duties to the peace rate,
and the absolute exclusion of all slave-made sugar from the British market, and abandon-
ment of the intention to equalize the duty on East India sugar, would be remedial of the
difficulties stated in regard to the cultivation of the sugar-cane; to which may be added,
with reference to the good government of the colony, the support of the magistracy in the
execution of their arduous duties, and an expression of compliance in their honest endea-
vours to execute the task committed to their charge, in contradistinction to the suspicion
too publicly and frequently avowed, proceeding from the Colonial Office, as exhibited in
sundry communications.

(H 21.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell—On the part of His Majesty’s Government, a removal
or diminution of the oppressive burdens imposed upon the productions of the island, and
allowing the sons of the soil to fill the situations of trust and emolument under the Gover-
nor, which are invariably given to strangers, to the utter exclusion and manifest injury of
the natives of the land, and which I consider to be one of the greatest hardships we labour
ander.

Question 22. Is there any public establishment or under taking that would assist the colony
at this juncture, or give increased vigour to industry, agricultural or commercial?

Answer (A 22.) R, Jarrett, esq. attorney of Sir C. Codrington—I cannot answer this ques-
tion of my own knowledge.
(B 22.) The Rev. ¥V. Gilbert, proprietor—A savings bank would, I believe, be beneficial3

but this subject is already under the considerationof the local legislature. The establish-
ment of a colonial bank, for deposits and for making moderate advances on the coming crop,
would undoubtedly give increased vigour to agricultural industry; and I fear that, unless
some such plan is adopted, many estates will, in a short period, be thrown partially, if not
totally out of cultivation. We have already seen, in former years, that it was necessary for
the treasury of the island to make advances, in order to secure the feeding of the slaves;
and the same necessity will again occur, in order to enable those who are deeply mortgaged,
ot otherwise encumbered, to pay their free labourers. A moderate advance upon the
coming crop, if secured to the lender by legal enactments, would always be easily repaid ;
and although it might retard for the moment payments to the mortgagee and other claimants
on the property, it would eventually secure their interests, and become a permanent benefit
to the colony.

(C 22.) Shirley Warner, esq. editor of the Antigua Herald.—One great colonial bank,
with a paid-up capital, having branches in the different colonies; its notes to be legal
tender everywhere but on its own counter and on the counters of its branches; all its
metallic payments to be in sovereigns and shillings; no prevention, of course, to the esta-
blishment of private or joint-stock company banks. The Pusiness of the colonial bank to be
limited to issue, deposit and discount; the branches not to issue any notes but those of the
parent establishment. I do not think any other patronage requisite beyond a clear expla-
dation and following out of the regulations which are now established by Act of Parlia-
ment for the Bank of England. Profits will draw capital.
(D 22.) Mr. Loving, superintendent of police.--There is no such establishment or under-

taking of'a public nature, nor is there any of a private description; and with respect to the
latter, I would remark, that public spirit in this island appears to want elevation by the
Means of some extraordinary lever. Previous to 1827 an agricultural society flourished for
some years, and had its ploughing materials, its prizes, &c.; but it lingered and died. Not so
in Barbadoes, Grenada and St. Kitt’s, where such societies exist in the vigour of health.
me time in 1831, or the succeeding year, a private individual sent a petition to the House

of Assembly, praying for legislative aid and patronage in the manufacture of flour from
sweet potatoes. This personwas a man of colour and a native of the island, possessing a
arm of 36 acres, part of which was appropriated to the growth of the potato. A sample of
the flour was produced and approvedof by the members of the house; and some of it, made
mto cakes and presented to Sir Patrick Ross, was partaken of by ladies at Goverement
ouse, and commended for j d ity. Ti eet potato gives an abundant crop in166.11. or its good quality he sweet p g ‘our
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fourmontlis, but “after reaping it has not the property of lasting, without decay, for more
than halfthe time ‘that the yam does, yet*the flour. manufactured from it will keep good
from one year to another; and’ become ‘avaluable auxiliary against our great and servile
dependenceon foreign supplies, and the uncertainty of obtaining these supplies at certain
periods.” Notwithstanding this, however, there ‘appears’ to-have. been a secret Jealousy
-entertained against the petitioner, because so useful a discovery would havebetter come
from a better (more opulent) man. -His plane were treated with coldness and-contempt, and
the subject dropped into oblivion, as far as legislative patronage was concerned, though it
still occupies the mind of the projector: In the latter end of 1832 the leading ‘gentlemen
of the.island undertook to forma society for promoting industry, and with the view of apply-
ing the country lands called the “ Body Ponds,” already alluded to, to the maintenance of
poor families, by grants of small portions. The general outline of the plan was excellent,
and it went also to the improvement of our fishery on the coast. A managing committee
was appointed, and I was named among them. Application was made to the Council and
Assembly to grant to the societya charter: but this undertaking, like many others of equal
necessity, fell to the ground from the want of public spirit, before it had made any further

advances towards the constitutional permanency.

(E 22.) Mr. Scotland, sen. late editor of the Free Press.—No such public establishment
exists; and it does not appear in what way, or for what specific end, one could be beneficially

instituted ; but were it otherwise, the want of liberality and an enlarged policy among our
men of influence would destroy all hope of the success of any undertaking entrusted to their
management, except such as should promote their own peculiar and distinct interests.

(F 22.) The Hon. Owen Pell.—I am not aware of any.
(G 22.) The Hon. W. Byam.—Government having refused to remit the 43 per cent. duty,

on which terms alone this colony proposed unrestricted emancipation, and having been deaf
to the repeated urgent solicitations for relief through a reduction of the duty on sugar, this
colony can ask nothing more likely to relieve industry, agriculture and commerce, and toad-
vance thé comfort of the working classes than it has already done. The course for the mother
country, if sincere, is plain and palpable ; and with Great Britain rests entirely the fate of
the experimeut which the landholders of Antigua are striving to bring to a successful issue.
(H 22.) The Hon. M. H. Daniell.—This is a subject which I have not had sufficient

opportunity to weigh and consider, to enable me to give a satisfactory reply to.

[This and the following question have been put to the superintendentalone.

Question (A.) If such location be considered advantageous, would you give the pre-
ferencetoEuropeans or to negroes?

Answer(A D.). Mr. Loving, superintendent of police—I would give the preference to

those only who would cultivate the land, without reference to their complexions; and as

there are persons enough in the island who desire to have allotments by purchase or other-
wise, it would be best togive them the preference.

Question (B.) Bepleased to state, as far as you are aware, the cause of discontinuance
of occupation of the 10-acre lots.

Answer (B D.) Mr.Loving, superintendent of police.—The 10-acre lands consist of
uncultivated tracts in thegift of the Crown or of the colonial government; and though it

had been the usage in ancient times for the Governor, Council and Assembly to pass laws for
transferring them to whom they liked, yet it does not seem reasonable, as I have heard it
spoken to the contrary, that the right of the Crown can be questioned, even at this late

moment, as to the disposal of them in case the local authorities should be capricious enough
to keep them without occupants and in an uncultivated state. To arrive at a proper con-

clusion of the means that were taken to parcel them out, and the objects intended thereby,

it will be necessary to advert to the laws that were enacted on the subject in times past.

By the Act of December 1700, vol. i. page 130, Laws of Antigua, it would appear that
persons had procured large tracts of these lands without the ability of settling them or paying
the taxes thereon. The treasurer was therefore authorized to call upon the delinquents to
appear and settle the ptiblic demands within a given time, and in failure thereof, such lands
were to be forfeited to His Majesty, his heirs and successofs, and to be granted by the
Governor, Council and Assembly to poor settlers, more especially to theKing’s regiment,

now to be disbanded, who are hereby declared to be first preferred to the settlements afore-
said. The titles to such lands, with the surveyor’s return thereon, were'to be recorded in the

secretary’s office, in a book appropriated to that use, and the possessor was to be exempt

from levy for debt, from taxation, and to give the right of suffrage at elections, &c. ;-the
grantee who deserted his land for 12 months, on the heirs of his body being extinct, the
grant was to revert to His Majesty, &c.; and 3 J, in money, a barrel of beef and a cask ©
flour were to be given to each settler at the commencement. This liberality did not appest
to answer the end of establishing a larger white population, or to have been properly
appreciated, as, by a subsequent Act, of October 1701, vol. i. page 135, not a year after the

former one, it is recited that the greatest part of those soldiers who have been encourag'
to become planters in this island by having certain proportions of land, some money, 80
other assistance given them, whereby they might become honest and useful settlers among
us, have, instead of answering these good ends, abused the public bounty and become! le
and vagrant fellows; and then it is enacted, that in failureof their carrying the intention

the law into effect by the space of six months, they should be disqualified from the ee
. visi
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yisions' of the grant.. Another Act, dated in June 1747, vol. i. page 292, points at the
circumstance of the heirs of some of the grantees not occupying or manuring the 10-acre
lands, and at their leasing them out, and provided for their forfeiture in such cases. No
other law for-such purposes is to be found in our statute books, but it is evident that the
attempt to locate setters was a failure,.and it is certain that there are no more than seven
of these 10 acre lots which remain in the posterity of the grantees; the greater partof
which are uncultivated, being used for the rearing of cattle, and the remainder of little value
1o:the possessors. It is remarkable that no annual returns have been made of these lands
of late years, as is required by law; and I am induced to believe that some of the parties
are apprehensive of being. overbauled,. since the recent agitation of questions regarding
country lands...I perceive by the records of the Treasury, that there are three lots of
country lands, possessed by as many parties, and parcelled out at 40, 21 and 20 acres. That
of 21 acres was returned some years ago by the heirs of Elizabeth Colquhoun; but, I beg to
notice more particularly, that this. lot bas been sold by the attorney of the heirs of the
grantees, contrary to law, and that it has since been resold to another party. I am in fact
persuaded, that if some stir were made in these matters, many abuses would be found to
exist, and it would be the means of rendering such public grants more productive of the
ends that were intended by the legislature of former days. It may hence be inferred that
the majority of these lots have been lying neglected since the last century; but I am not
acquainted with the districts in which they may severally have been. Indeed, I am of
opinion that many portions of them have been gradually annexed to the neighbouring sugar
plantations, and that their originalpositions could be ascertained by no other means than a
reference to the book which was kept in the secretary’s office, agreeably to the law that
I have previously cited. This much, however, I may assert, that there is a tract of countr
land called the Body Ponds, containing 100 acres, more or less, remaining uncultivated at
this moment. It is situated about the centre of the island, and is watered by a most
romantic and never-failing stream; the position is favourable in every respect for small
settlers, and a proposition to sell it was entertained by the legislature about the years 1830
and 1831, but it has never been carried into effect.

 

(I 1.)—-Letrex and Return fromCollector of Customs at this Port.

Custom-House, Antigua,
May it please your Excellency, 31 July 1835.

T wave the honour to enclose for your information a Return of the Staple Articles, the
produce of this island, exported for the last eight years, ending 5th January 1835, as well
as the total amount for this year up to date. There are still four or five ships loading, and
taking their united cargoes at 1,000 hogsheads, will show the total amount of the crop for
the present year, or sutliciently exact to compare the total with that of former years; and

 

on the 6th January ensuing, an exact statement will be furnished for your xcellency’s
information..

Thave &.
Uis Excellency Sir Evan M. MacGregor, (signed) G. 4. Gore, Collector.

&e. Re. Ke.

Port of Antigua.

AN ACCOUNT of Srapiz Articizs, the Produce of this Island, exported between the

Years 1827 to the gist July 1835.
 

SUGAR. RUM. MOLASSES.

 

Blds, Frks, |Barrels.| Pipes. }Punchs.) Hhds. |Puncheons.| Hhds. Barrels.

 

Exported inthe yearended
5 Jan, 1828 5,786 | 749] 886]- -] 78| 310] 2,907] 183 3

Ditto — 1829] 13,256 | 1,681 | 1,806 1 12,536} 7651 7,964 | 405| 12
Ditto — 1830] 12,241 | 1,307 [1,284 |- - [3,162 | 341] 6308]- - | 17
Ditto -—~ 1831| 11,202 [1,349 [1,070 | - - 12,485] 632} 4,600, —| —
Ditto — 1832 | 12,600 |1,474 |2,840} 1 |2,446| s00] 7,834] 4356| 713
Ditto — 1833 9,975| 821|3,380 1 1,021 | 242 7,265 | 439| 642
Ditto* — 1834] 9,258 489| 2,231] - -{ 613 23{ 6807] 188] —
Ditto 1835| 17,682 11,830 [3,411 |} - -| 945| 337 | 41,842 / —
Ditto 31 July 1835| 10,715 2,195 |2,584|- -{| 718{ 223] 6,282 | 408| 231

Afoat- =. 7 “Ll ] ajo00| — —         
(signed) §G. A. Gore, Coll".

Custom-House, Antigua,
31 July 1835,

166.—I,
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(I 2.)—A RETURN showing the Number of Acres of Provisions on Estates in Antigua from
the Year 1828 to 1835.
 

 

 

 
 
 

NUMBER OF ACRES PLANTED IN EACH YEAR.

1828. 1829. 1830. 1831. 1832, 1833. 1834, 1835.

48 48 51 48 86 123 33 4
6 5 9 7 11 7 6 none.
6 none 11 6 2 6 none none.

45 62 46 57 56 64 41 25
24 28 30 23 24 28 22 31
46 40 gl 65 74 68 38 46
18 19 15 32 40 34 21 18

37 26 37 39 29 38 21 29
15 24 30 18 16 17 7 17
i6 37 36 34 34 47 8 26
13 12 17 17 16 16 4 none.
95 179 161 267 253 23 72 none.
74 81 118 85 77 82 59 3

93 127 128 116 133 139 45 none.

64 85 94 106 130 83 46 5
33 98 114 108 133 134 129 29
53 100 129 141 131 135 96 3.
20 22 23 20 39 61 60 none.

54 53 44 34 41 38 29 none,
10 10 10 1o 12 32 34 none.

go 33 30 36 60 55 30 none.
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 none,
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 none,
18 go 22 36 34 32 none none,

28 26 35 19 20 28 15 14

34 27 34 21 28 22 19 none.

47 49 46 48 47 48 19 10
43 41 44 45 44 43 20 none.
40 42 44 43 46 44 16 9
4 none 4 none 15 12 5 none.

24 26. 35 18 38 48 21 none.

noone none none none 14 8 none none.

40 35 30 38 36 39 40 none.

60 60 60 60 60 60 50 20

60 60 60 60 60 60 50 30

40 40 40 40 40 40 25 15

44 §0 47 60 55 68 43 23
35 40 37 36 49 45 29 16
29 30 39 "29 54 44 32 20
20 20 25 25 25 30 25 20

50 50 §0 50 50 60 60 20

20 20 a5 25 25 go 25 20

30 go 30 30 go 50 60 10

50 50 50 50 50 60 60 39

40 40 40 40 40 45 45 20
15 20 20 20 20 20 20 15

50 50 50 50 30 40 40 10
70 70 70 70 70 70 70 20

50 50 50 50 50 50 50 30
35 35 35 35 35 35 30 28

1,802 1,830 2,336 2,289 2,506 2,609 1,700 619       
 

(13.)—-RETURNS of Gaot and House or Correction.

(Antigua.)\—A STATEMENT of Prisoners committed to Gao from ist August 1834

to gist July 1835.
 

  

 

 

1834. 1835.

2 3 5 3 g es p . |

< 3 6 z a S|] & a < {| 2 5

|

73 78 go 68 88 37 44 29 37 | 2) 62
{ :

. N.B.—The increase in June occasioned by commitments from the

31 July 1835.

  
(signed) George Lowen,

=
|

Ju
ly
.

court of sessions.

Deputy ProvostMarshal.
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(Antigua. —A STATEMENT of Prisoners committed to the House or Correction,
° from the 8th December 1834 to gist July 1895.

 

 

 

  

# 1835.

8
5 5
Fl EF] il¢te]etel.
6/2} ]a}2]2]2]2

| !

19 | 60 | 75 | 45 | 44 | 22 | 35 | 23  

 

 
N.B.—The prisoners in December 1834 were already in custody when the house of cor-

rection was given up to Mr. Jones, and those in June were accounted for by the commit-
ments from the court of sessions.

 

(I. 4.)—Reports from Superintendent of Police.

Sir, Police Office, Head-quarters, St. John’s, 1 July 1835.
As time progresses, and we advance from the memorable event ofthe ist of August 1834,

I find itdificult to obtain matter for compiling my usual monthly report, in consequence
of the increasingly happy state of affairs in this island, and the total absence of any
occurrences worthy of notice. The sugar crop is completed on most of the plantations,
and the uncommon celerity with which the work was conducted, is a strong testimony in
favour of the labouring population, and an assurance of steadiness and good behaviour in
time tocome. At no period of our history have the laws heen better respected by all
classes than at this juncture; and the colony at large is in that state of tranquillity and
social harmony which must impart unalloyed satisfaction to every lover of his country.

have, &e.
(signed) § Henry Loving, Inspector of Police.

 

Sir, Police Office, Head-quarters, St. John’s, 31 July 1835.
Tuts being the day preceding the first anniversary of that eventful crisis when slavery

was totally abolished in Antigua, I feel much pleasure in reporting to your Excellency,
that the churches and chapels throughout the island are opened for Divine service, and that
the labourers in this district are to be seen on the high roads and streets in decent apparel,
the better disposed going to return thanks to Almi hty God for their recent deliverance,
and the more careless to spend the day in social mirt among their relations and friends.
The month ending to-day has not presented one circumstance upon which I could offer

the slightest remark ; and Tmay safely refer your Excellency to my Report for June as a
faithful criterion by which you are to judgeof the existing state of the island.
Notwithstanding this, however, I am not free from apprehensions, that our entry upon a

new year of freedom, in conjunction with the recent disallowance of the labourers’ contract
law, and the expiration of the time during which the peasantry were to hold the possession
of their dwellings, free of rent-charge or ether molestation, might unsettle the minds of
some hundreds, so far as to create momentary disorder; but looking to the hitherto pas-
sive conduct of the working classes, [ see no reason to apprehend any serious results in
the event of such an occurrence. Connected with the well-being and comfort of this exten-
sive portion of our population, I would here remark, that I entertain serious forebodings
of their being reduced to great distress from the want of that description of food to which
they have been accustomed from early life, and which their circumstances enabled them
to purchase at all times. I allude to the positive determination, on sume sugar estates, to
abandon the cultivation of ground provisions, and on others not to raise any more than
may be expedient for family use and the wants of their aged negroes. The plan isfast
approaching to maturity, and, should we be overtaken by one of those visitations of Divine
rovidence, so much to be apprehended at this season of the year, and at a moment when

We are scantily supplied with the actual necessaries of life from abroad, the result will be
deplorable indeed; and more so from the probability that our immediate neighbours may
€ in a situation parallel with our own. Your Excellency will recollect that some time

ago, | pointed out this approaching evil in my answers to certain queries connected with the
‘gricultural prospects of the island, and then ventured to predict that the month of June
In this present year would not have passed ere the inhabitants of Antigua became the
humble dependants on supplies from the United States. This assertion has been com-
Pletely verified ; the dilemma increases hourly, and will go on progressively during the
remainder of the year, With my opinion on the subject, | also pointed out the means
remedial of the difficulty; and I earnestly hope that His Majesty’s Government may devise
“ome measures whereby the poorer inhabitants of this colony may derive the benefit of
eee at moderate rates, by the establishing of small proprietors on the public
‘06.—]T, ands
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lands in the island; for it must be evident, that while the pay, in ready money, which
the labourer now obtains for his hire, has given him an advan tage over his former situation
yet he will hardly be benefited if his outiay for food divest him of the means of saving
any: portion of his earnings. This will necessarily breed discontent; he will become
clamorous for increased wages, and more mischief might be created from this circumstance
than any other that I can possibly think of.
The general tranquillity of theisland affords me no opportunity of enlarging upon this

Report; and sincerely wishing a continuance of things as they are,
I have, &c.

(signed) § Henry Loving, Superintendent of Police.

 

(I. 5-)
Notes by the Governor.

(A 1.) Answer to Query 6, by Mr. Jarrett. —The indifference of prisoners to confine-
ment in the house of correction has since ceased, owing to its better regulation and the
introduction of the tread-wheel. .

(A 2.) The proneness of labourers to change their employers, adverted to in Mr. Jarrett’s
reply to question 14, is certainly, in a general scale, counteracted by their strong attach-
ment to the dwellings in which they have been accustomed to reside.
(B 1.) The Rev, Mr. Gilbert notices the employment, by poor persons, of children with-

drawn from estates; but the executive and clergy have adopted measures, in concert with
some of the principal proprietors, to check this evil, by increasing the means of religious
instruction in the country.
(B 2.) The calculation, in this rev. gentleman’s answer to query 11, does not appear

conclusive. In accounting for the amount of the present crop, it is certainly to be borne
in mind, that the preparatory labour was partly performed, before the 1st August 1834, by

_ slaves; still Mr. Gilbert does not seem to give credit for the capital and interest to be
derived from the compensation-money, and for the subsequent relief from the necessity of
keeping up a succession of human stock, by purchasing slaves, and from other obligations
connected with the old system. ,

(C 1.) Mr. Shirley Warner, in replying to question 20, mentions “the closing against
resident natives every, or almost every, office of emolument.”

There are hardly any offices in the gift of the Crown; the army is open to West [ndians
as well as to other classes of the King’s subjects, who think fit to enter it. . There is
nothing to exclude West Indian gentlemen from church preferments. They may also be
employed in the customs. With the exception of the troops, the customs department,
and the governor, there do not appear to be any offices paid by the Crown. The number
of appointments is exceedingly small, and, with only two or three exceptions, not worth the
acceptance of candidates from home. ;
(C 2.) In answering the 21st Query, Mr. Shirley Warner recommends the creation of

“ personal honours” iti this colony that would be worthless anywhere else. This suggestion
might apply to possessions abroad; in British America, for instance, where wealthy pro-

rietors have permanently settled; but there are peers, baronets, and gentlemen of rank,
scattered through the West Indies as landowners already. And while on the one hand no

colonial honours would tempt them to fix their abode in these regions, so on the other,
there is no class resident here on whom, considering the habits of the country, such dis-

tinctions would set gracefully, the principal gentlemen already enjoying the title of
Honourable, as members of council.

. The plan of a central legislature is an extension of the original proposals by His Majesty’s
Government for establishing general legislatures in Barbadoes and Antigua, which seems

tohave been abandoned. Mr. Shirley Warner’s project is not likely to occasion any saving of
expense to the mother country, and as it cannot be well executed, unless well paidfor,
would, if effected in the present times, probably do more harm than good. .
(D 1.) Under the head of 10-acre lands, the Governor concurs in opinion with Mr.Loving,

that ifparcels of lands are portioned out to tenants ona small scale ; the inhabitants ready

to purchase ought to be preferred to strangers; the more particularly as settlers of the lower
order of Europeans would, for the most part, set no other example to the negroes than that

of turbulence and drunkenness. oo
Had the 10-acre lands been at thé disposal of the executive, the experiment of letting

out or selling them in lots, would have been tried ere now, and it is intended to bring the
matter, at a convenient season, under the attention of the Council and Assembly; not, how-

ever, with any sanguine expectations of success. They may deem the arrangement altoge-

ther impolitic; but if that difficulty is overcome, then the dilatory mode in which they

carry on public business exposes their measures frequently to great uncertainty of issue,

and private partialities might influence decisions on the applications of offerers for put-

chase; however well designed, it was injudicious in the Home Government to allow the

House of Assembly a voice in such a matter. In Dominica it rests with the Governor an

Council; but the Council usually abstain from interference. There is doubtless verylittle

demand for land in that colony, and the Governor is thus enabled now and then to do an
act of grace to some poor person. vans

(2.) In his replies to Questions No. 20 and 21, Mr. Loving adverts to the unwillingness
of the larger proprietors to form small-lots for the poorer classes, and instances the erie

. 0
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holders of 10 acres to vote at elections for members of assembly; and it is obvious that
such a title to suffrage may indispose many memberswho are now constantly certain of
being returned, to any extension of the privilege ofelecting, whereby their seats would be
rendered insecure. = ;
Upon the same principles should the Assembly wish to prevent the culture of waste

lands by small proprietors, that body cannotwell be expected, for the present, to patronize
the taxes proposed by Mr. Loving, for a more liberal, but directly opposite purpose.

(3.) The Governor's influenceover the proprietors, being annihilated by the position in
which that functionary is placed, since the Leeward Islands have been again collected under
one official head, there is no possibility of his promoting useful institutions, or of obeying
in other respects any benevolent or generous impulse.
(E 1.) Mr.Scotland’s answers to the two first interrogatories presenta picture of the

agricultural condition of the island, which may possibly come to be realized ; but is not as
yet quite accurate; the sweet hope of attaining to plenty not seeming generally to actuate
the labouring population. That a man should work as a free labourer with as much energy
as while liable to be goaded by the lash, is not to be expected, nor indeed desired; but it is
no less unreasonable to imagine that the mere act of emancipation should suddenly endow
a person, previousl enslaved, with the intelligence and clear perception of his newly-
acquired station, which, from the cradle, progressive training and observation teach the
free-born peasant.
The great mass of negroes are not much disposed to look beyond their immediate wants,

nor is this circumstance affected by the treatment they receive from their employers.
Those who were reputed severe masters, have been in many instances wei supplied with
labourers; and again, kind masters have heen deserted ; while, on different estates, under
the same manager, the work-people have pursued opposite lines of conduct.

It is not until the managers who have been accustomed to govern slaves, and the la-
bourers who have themseives been slaves, shall have ceased to be, that the advantages of
freedom will probably come into perfect operation. The suspicion, low cunning, and dupli-
city, necessarily engendered by the state of thraldom in which they were educated and
oppressed, cannot be at once laid aside by the emancipated labourers, whose moral improve-
ment must be gradual. Inthe meantime it is most gratifying to record that they have
comported themselves in a more peaceable and orderly manner than could well have been
anticipated ; and it is fair to presume that their character will be steadied and invigorated,
when they are taught by their altered condition to look to their own resources and exertions
forsupport and maintenance.

(2.) In replying to the 15th Question, Mr.-Scotland recommends the creation of yeo-
manry, by means of parcelling out lots of land; and as this practice toa certain extent might
be desirable, it is gratifying to state that cottages and small enclosures are forming in various
directions: but the great drawback is not, perhaps, sufficiently considered, viz. the fre-
quency of dry seasons, and the risk thence to be encountered, whether in raising canes,
provisions, or stock, in most situations, by adventurers engaging with very limited means
in agricultural pursuits.

(3.) Mr. Scotland answers Queries 20 and 21 by objecting to certain laws. They are
possibly defective; but to leave the industry of the working people unshackled and free,
to be applied as they themselves choose, would be the speediest mode of accomplishing
their ruin. Labour, unless continuous, would be useless to the landowner; and if the com-
mand of it is not secured to him, his agricultural career must terminate; for the majority
of the peasantry of this country would not work voluntarily for above two or three days per
week, being as yet too little acquainted with liberty and its consequences, to discern that
their interests are indissolubly connected with those of the proprietors, especially in a cli--
mate so exposed as that of Antigua to vicissitudes.
(F 1.) Mr. Pell, in answering the 2d interrogatory, states that a return could be ob-

tained, without any trouble, of the number of acres of ground provisions cultivated in the
successive years, up to the present period. It is by no means an easymatter, however, to
procure information from West Indian proprietors ; but a return of the description alluded
to, so faras the reports extend, has been already inserted, although, instead of in 155 estates,
the quantity of provisions in §0 only is expressed. .

hese remarks, which it appears to me needless to prosecute, in the remaining answers
from Messrs. Pell, Byam, and Daniell, are submitted with great diffidence, owing to the
novelty and intricacy of the subject, and the contradictory opinions of it entertained by so
many respectable gentlemen of practical experience and intimate acquaintance with the
local usages, resources and necessities of this colony, which appears abundantly entitled, as
the birth place of freedom amongst the sugar islands, to some substantial proof of support
and encouragement from the parent state.

(signed) .£. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No. 305.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor.Sir,
I HAVE the hu

ultimo, enclosing
II,100.

Downing-street, 20 September 1835.
nour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 1st
the information which, in conformity with the instructions con-

tained

ANTIGUA.
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tained in Mr. Spring Rice’s despatch of the goth September, you had since ob.
tained, and I have to desire that you would convey to the various gentlemen who
have contributed the information you have now transmitted, my thanks for their
‘gratuitous and very valuable assistance. I shall have the honour of making such fur-
ther communications to you as may appear to be necessary on the subjects noticed
in your despatch and in its enclosures, after I shall have had the necessary time
for the perusal and consideration of them. I have, &c.

(signed) — Glenelg,

 

— No. 306.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. Mf. MacGregor to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 14 Sept. 1835,

A Report from the superintendent of police is herewith forwarded for your
Lordship’s information. IT have, &c. —

(signed) E£. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 306.

Sir, Police Office, St. John’s, Antigua, 3 Sept. 1835.
I nave the honour to make to your Excellency a report of the internal state of this island,

as far as it has come under my own observation, during the short period which has elapsed
since my appointment to the situation of superintendent of police.
From the information which 1 have been able to collect by my own personal exertions,

and from the reports of the assistant inspectors at the out-stations, I um induced to believe,
that in general, a far better feeling and good understanding at present prevails between the
Jabourers and their employers than hitherto.
The proprietors, attorneys and managers all appear to contribute, as well as circumstances

will admit, to the comfort and health of their labourers, by rebuilding and repairing their
several cottages, which were unfortunately blown down or injured during our late awful
visitation.

The agricultural labours at this period of the year are generally considered to be pro-
gressing as favourably as can be expected; and the general opinion is, that although the
labourers do not perhaps perform the same proportion of field work in the given time that
they did during the existence of slavery, they are at the same time subordinate and well-
behaved.
The planters have derived a considerable degree of benefit from the Act recently put into

operation for regulating the hiring of agricultural labourers, as it has proved an effectual
means of preventing so much.of that wandering disposition previously manifested by this
class of the population.

Capital offences have much decreased in number, as well as all minor ones; and the prin
cipal crimes latterly submitted for the investigation of the magistrates, seem to consist
chiefly in trifling trespasses and breaches of contract.

I have much satisfaction in reporting to your Excellency, that the several members of the
police force under my charge have, individually. and collectively, strenuously endeavoured,
yazealous co-operation, faithfully to discharge the duties required of them by the commo-

nity at large.
I havefarther to report, that the most ready assistance and support has been afforded by

the several magistrates whenever called on. .
A general Return of the police establishment is herewith transmitted for your Excellency’s

information.

 

I have, &c.,
; To His Excellency (signed) Richard S. Wickham,~ |

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor, Superintendent of Police.
&e. &e. Ke.

—- No, 307.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor.

Sir, Downing-street, 16 November 1835
I nave received your despatch of the 14th September last, enclosing a Report

from the superintendent of police of the state of the island under your govern-
ment. .

I have had the honour to lay this Report before the King, and His Majesty has
commanded me to express to you the satisfaction which he has derivedfrom the

, evidence
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evidence afforded by this document of the progressive improvement of the state of |ANTIGUA.
society in the island, fromwhich the happiest results to all classes of the commu- —
nity may be confidently anticipated.
The kind and liberal conduct of the proprietors, attorneys and managers in re-

pairing the injury sustained by the cottages of their labourers during the late hur-
ricane reflects great credit on them, and affords satisfactory proof that they are
fully sensible of the moral obligations which attach to their social position, and
that they are prepared to discharge them in a manner best calculated to ensure a
successful issue of the great change which has recently taken place, by conciliating

the good-will and regard of the labouring population.
The sensible diminution in crime is another feature in this Report of the most

gratifying nature. I cannot but hope that the advantages which appear already to
have arisen in Antigua from the transition from a system of slavery to absolute and
unrestricted freedom will tend to allay any undue apprehension as to the future,
which may exist in some of those colonies where this great social change is as yet
only in progress towards its full completion.
You will convey to the several magistrates, and to the superintendent and mem-

bers of the police force, the sense which his Majesty’s Government entertain of
their zealous and efficient discharge of their important duties.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 308. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. AL, MacGregor, Bart.
to Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Antigua, 15 September 1835.

I wave the honour herewith to forward the undermentioned Acts, passed by the
Legislature of Antigua, in the months of August and September last ; viz. _ Fide
“An Act for the better adjusting and more easy recovery of the Wages of Arti- No, Pendix,

ficers, Handicrafismen, and other Labourers working under Hirings, in the several ae
Towns in this Colony; and for the better regulation of such Artificers, Handi-
craftsmen and other Labourers.”

Former Act referring only to artificers and labourers on estates, made by this
Act applicable to the same description of persons in the towns and other places of
the colony. All Acts at variance with, or repugnant to the said Act of the 6th
of August last, repealed.

This Act is merely an extension of the Act which passed the Legislature of this
island, on the 6th instant. The former Act regulated the hirings and wages of
artificers, handicraftsmen and other labourers employed upon estates: this Act ex-
tends the provisions of the former to the hirings of persons of the same classes
working in the several townsand other places in this island.

“ An Act for better regulating Menial Servants.”
Menial servants (in the absence of particular agreement) to be considered under ntl

a general hiring, and to be dealt with in the same manner, and to have the same
remedies as prescribed under Act of the 6th of August 1835, intituled “An Act
for the better adjusting and more easy recovery of the Wages of Servants in Hus-

bandry, &e.”?
The object of this Act is to give menial or domestic servants the same remedies

for their wages, and to make them liable to the same penalties for misconduct in
such their employment as are given and imposed by the Act recently passed here,
“for the better adjusting und more easy recovery of the Wages of Servants in
Husbandry, &e.”
The Act was required, to make the code on this subject complete, and the Act

will advance the objects for which it was intended.

 

— No. 809. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J.M. MacGregor. No. 309.

Sir, Downirg-street, 30 November 1835. Pp.
THE Acts passed by the Governor, Council and Assembly of the island of Antigua, Nose 4

in the months of August and September last, baving been referred by His Majestyee: & . 22,
166.—I]. in
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in Council to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign
Plantations, that Committce have reported to His Majesty in Council their opinion
that the said Acts should be left to their operation; and I have the honour to
transmit to you herewith an order of His Majesty in Council, dated 20th Novem.
ber 1835, approving that Report.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg,

 

— No. 310. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. Md. MacGregor to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Roseau, Dominica, 30 December 1835,
A Report from the superintendent of police of the island of Antigua, is here-

with forwarded for your Lordship’s information.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
The Right Hon. Lord Glenelg,

&e. &c. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 310.

Sir, St. John’s, Antigua, 2 December 1835.
I waverthehonour to report, that a continued uninterrupted state of peace and good

order has happily prevailed throughout the island during the last month.
‘The calendar of offences for trial at the ensuing sessions bears little comparison with

those of formerperiods and I am happy to state, that the crimes generally are of a
trifling nature, and principally petty thefts.
By a comparison of the two last lists of offences submitted for investigation, it will be

found that a decrease has taken place in that for November.
A list of offences for November I have the honour now to submit.

I have, &c.
(signed) Richard S. Wickham, Superintendent of Police.

o His Honour the President administering the Government,
&e. &e. &E.

 

Police Office, St. John’s, Antigua, 1 Nov. 1835.

RETURN of Orrenczs reported at the different Poxice Stations,
from ist to 31st October 1835.
 

 

 

STATIONS.

NATURE OF OFFENCES. TOTAL.

St. John’s. | Parhan. anglish Jobune’s

Assaults. - - - - - - 3 - - 7 - - 10
Assaults and batteries - - - - 10° 3 7 - 20
Breach of contract - = = = 3 9 13 -| 35
Burglaries - - - - - - —

Commitments under the Vagrant Act - 9 - - 1 - - 10
Ditto for fines - - - - 6 - - 7 - - 13
Ditto under amended Porters’ Act —- 4 - - 11 - - 15

Felonies - - - - - ~|- - 1 - -[- - 1
Injury to Property - - - ” 3 17 23 - - 43
Larcenies  - - - - - - ~—
Misdemeanors - - - - -|- - 1 - -{- - J
Murders - - - - - - _—
Thefts - - - - - - - 3 1 1 - 5

Trespassees - - - - = = 1 15 6 -| 23     
(signed) S. Wickham, Superintendent ofPolice.
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—No. 811. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Antigua, 21 June 1836.

« HerewiITH addresses are laid before your Lordship that have passed between
his honour the President and the two houses of Legislature in Antigua, on the oc-

casion of their meeting after the late election.

“ On the subject of free labour it is important to observe, that Mr. President

Warner himself is a convert to its advantages, and, as a practical planter and well-

informed gentleman, his opinion is probably as soundly formed as that of any mem-

ber, either of the Council or Assembly. In a Report, too, from the superintendent

of police, it is stated, as that officer’s impression, ‘ that not one proprietor would

voluntarily return to a state of slavery, or adopt the apprenticeship system, if it
were in his power to do so,’ and, ‘ that unqualified freedom has worked well, and
continues to work well wherever there has been moderation, with discretion and

firmness, when requisite, on the part of employers.’

“ Mr. Wickham adds, ‘ that the interests of the proprietors alone are liable to
injury from the system adopted in this island. The labourer will always obtain

employment if he is of steady and industrious habits.’ But if the labourer will
always obtain employment, it would seem that there must always be persons in
condition to employ him; and even were it possible to separate the welfare of the

two classes, that of the former is unquestionably entitled to be preferably con-
sidered, if the true object of good government consists in diffusing most extensively
the greatest amount of human happiness.”

 

Enclosures in No. 311.

(No. 1.)

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council;

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly;
Wirn the lively interest I must naturally entertain in all that concerns the welfare and

happiness of Antigua, I experience agrateful satisfaction in being able to state, by infor-
mation derived from the most authentic and intelligent sources, that a well-grounded
conclusion may be drawn of progressive improvement in the industry of the labouring
classes, in their principles of morality and in their pursuit of religious instruction, exhibiting
a promise of prosperous result to the great measure of unrestricted freedom.

(signed) Samuel Warner,
President administering the Government.

 

(No. 2.)

Exrract of ADDRESS from Board of Council to His Honour the President administering

the Government, dated June 2, 1836.

DEEPLY involved as every member of this Board is in the prosperity and well-being of
the island, and called on by every principle of public duty and every consideration of private
interest, to promote the general welfare, it is with extreme sorrow, that after most anxiously
watching all that, is daily passing around us, we are unable to bear testimuny to that
progressive improvement in the industry of the labouring classes, which we hoped would
have been the gradual result of the great measure of unrestricted freedom.

(signed) Meade H. Daniell. Bertie E. Jarvis.

 

William Byam. Francis F. Brown.

Richard W. Nanton. Owen Pell.

Paul Horsford.

(No. 3.)

Extract of ADDRESS from the Assembly to his Honour the President administering

the Government.

won receive with pleasure the information derived from the most authentic and intelligent
sources, that a well-grounded conclusion may be drawn of progressive improvement In the
maueery ae labouring classes; and, yet are we not so bold as to persuade ourselves that
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the principles of morality, or the pursuit of religious instruction, as at present generally ex.
hibited, give ao unqualified an asaurance of a prosperous result to the great meaaure of
unrestricted freedom; nor can we, with nll respect for those more immediately connected
with the important work, admit that the education of the young ia at present conducted on
a ayatem consistent with habita of industry, or calculated to fit tham for that atation in lila
which the circumstances of tha ialand require, and to which its resources naturally cull
them,

(signed) Nicholas Nugent, Spoaker.

(No. 4.)

Sir, St. John’s, Antigua, 8 June 1836.

In obedionce to the commands contained in your Exeellonay’s deapatch of the aad of
April lost,L have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Report from the superin-
tendent of police therein called for.

I have, &c.

 

His Excellency the Governor-in-chief, (signed) Samuel Warner,
&e. ko. Ke. President administering the Government,

(No. 5.)

Sir, Superintendent’s Office, 20 May 1836.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, annexing the

copy of a despatch from his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, calling on me for a Report

“ respecting the present condition of Antigua, as affecting the interests of proprietors and

labourers under the system of freedom established in this island.”

Unconnected as Iam with the local agricultural duties, I fear the question is indeed

much involved, but I shall endeavour briefly to answer it to the attainment of some practical

inference, without presuming that my observations will afford the required satisfactory infor-

mation. All manner of opinions are, and will doubtless be, maintained by different resi-

dents on matters of detail; but I am fully convinced, that not one proprietor would volun-

tarily return to a state of slavery, or adopt the apprenticeship system, if it were in his power

to do so,

The unqualified freedom has worked well, and continues to work well, wherever there

has been moderation with discretion and firmness, when requisite, on the part of employers.

The labourers (as I stated in my Report of September last year) certainly do not work 80

vigorously as they did during the existence of slavery, but sufficiently so, in most instances,

to afford a remunerating return to the proprietor, if adequate prices could be sustained.

The labourers continue to act occasionally in a capricious manner, under a transient im-

pression of obtaining a larger hire, or from some momentary impulse of dissatisfaction, a

circumstance which must vitally tend to the serious injury of the proprietor, by retarding

the progressive stages of agricultural labour.

In the valleys or fertile lands, where food is more easily obtained, and clothing mostdis-

regarded, the idleness and carelessness on the part of the labourers, in the performance of

their work, are generally most conspicuous.

Besides this, the labourers on most properties are exceedingly reluctant to work on the

Saturday, many not working on that day for the whole year, a fact which must greatly

diminish their own industry, as well as their wages, and in many instances lead to habits

of idleness and immorality, creating at the same time a mutual loss, both to the landholder

and tenant.

These causes are at present strongly affecting, and if persevered in, must materially i0-

jure and diminish each succeeding crop, and naturally prove most prejudicial to the inte-

rests and prosperity of the proprietors.

The present opinion is, that the crop of sugar, as well as all other articles of husbandry,

is proportionally less this year than in almost any other on thé records of the island.

Various are the causes attributed to this unfortunate and ruinous occurrence; by some,

the dreadful effects and Injuries experienced during the awful visitation in August last

year; the unpropitious weather which succeeded it, enhanced by a want of promptitude and

energy, which could not, in proper season, be either enforced or induced, on the part of the

labourers, to make every favourable moment available in counteracting their misfortunes.

The only universal complaint or rational cause of alarm, is the withdrawal of the young

persons from any proportion of plantation labour, or trivial occupation, for the purpose i

education, or being placed out to learn different trades of mechanics or artisans; and the

general impression is, that the system of education has been overdone, and that the rising

generation will grow up without the ability or inclination to engage, at any future period, in

the different branches of field labour, or cultivation of the soil. To
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To the proprietors the consideration of this subjectcertainly is one of the deepest interestand’ greatest importance; nevertheless, if the auataining principle originally assumed by
the Legislature be trueandjit that the rural and otherpopulation cannot exist in Antigua
without great aud continued labour in tilling the earth, they may yet hope that the young,
on attaining a sufficiently mature age, will, and must engage in the aame puriuita aa their
progenitors did,

Lam, however, on the whole, happy to pormuade mynelf that the work on the extatos in,
for the nioxt part, proceeding more steadily, and that the Operations for the past yeur have
tended to impress upon the lubourers @ strong sense of mutual dependunce, so as to render
them less capricious in their pursuits. But it must be obvious, from my preoeding observa
tions, that the interests ofthe proprietors have been as injuriously, as those of the labourers
have been beneficially, affected; and I have had occasion to remark, that in the parte of
the island where uncultivated lands prevail, the Inbourera in the neighbourhood are
endeavouring gradually to render thomaulves independent of sugar cultivation; and that
vory few of the young people, who, in the year 1834, were enguged in the initiatory labour
on the entutea, or not quite old enough for the occppution, have since entered into any kind
of agricultural services.

Tn conclusion, I cannot but expresa my belief that the interests of the proprietora alone
are liable to injury from the system of freedom adopted in this island. The lubourer will
always obtain employment, it he is of steady and industrious habits; and the laws of his
country will enforce an even-handed administration of justice for the payment of his wages,
when not punctually made to him. On the other hand, if he is idle, and will not work
for his own maintenance, the Vagrant Act provides him with food, shelter, employment,
and medical attendance.

I have, &e.
(signed) Richard S. Wickham, Superintendent of Police.

 

—No. 312.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 August 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 21st of

June last, enclosing the addresses which have passed between the President and
the two Houses of the Legislature of Antigua, on the occasion of their meeting after
the late elections.

In acknowledging these documents, I beg to express to you the satisfaction with
which I have received the additional evidence which is afforded, in the papers
which accompany them, of the advantages which are derived from free labour in
Antigua.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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MONTSERRAT.

—No. 313.—

MONTSERRAT, Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir EB. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
— T. Spring Rice.

No. 313. Sir, | Government House, Antigua, 10 Dec. 1834.
I nave the honour to forward transcripts of Bills passed by the Legislature

of Montserrat; viz. ;

ao 1st. “ An Act for the Classification of Apprenticed Labourers.”
The Bill, in conformity with the Slavery Abolition Bill, divides the appren-

ticed labourers into three classes, predials attached, predials unattached, and
non-predials. Registrar within 14 days to deliver a list to any person or per-
sons appearing on the register, to be in the possession of any slave, with a certi-
ficate; such lists to be returned to the registrar within 14 days, distinguishing
to which of the said classes each slave belongs, with an affidavit annexed to the
truth of such return, under the penalty of 10/. Registrar, if dissatisfied with
return, authorized to issue summons to party to attend him, and to bring with
him the slave or slaves respecting whose classification any doubts should arise,
and to examine into the same, and either to correct or confirm the return; in
case either party dissatisfied with registrar’s decision, liberty given to appeal.
As soon as the classification is returned, there shall be affixed to the entry of
the name of each predial attached, the letters P. A.; to the predials unattached,
the letters P. U.; and the non-predial, N. P.; such entry to be conclusive evidence
of the class to which the apprenticed labourers belong. Parties omitting to make
the return or affidavit, or to attend the registrar, subject to a penalty of not more
than 102., nor less than 20s.

ad. “ An Act for giving to the Special Magistrates Jurisdiction over Appren-
ticed Labourers, and directing their mode of proceeding in the exercise of such
Jurisdiction.”

This Act directs, the special magistrate shall reside within the district to which
he is appointed, and directs the special magistrate to hold a session for hearing
and deciding complaints brought before him once a week, or oftener if necessary,
and to visit plantations once a month; he is also directed to keep a journal of
all complaints, and the procedings and his decisions thereupon, and to transmit
duplicates thereof to the Governor, with an affidavit of the correctness of such
journal. The Act further directs all complaints to be reduced to writing, and to
be read by or to the complainant, and subscribed by him. The justice may im-
mediately dismiss complaint, or may proceed to inquire into the truth of the
complaint, on oath and arrest, or summon the parties complained against. In
capital or transportable offences, justice to issue his warrant for apprehension of
offenders. Justice authorized to summon witnesses when necessary. Depositions
to be taken in writing, and the case heard in the presence of all parties. Justice
may adjourn hearing, may commit or bail party charged, and shall decideas
law and reason require, in case of dismissal as frivolous and vexatious. Justice
to adjudge complainant, if an apprentice, to labour for his employer not exceeding
15 hours in one week ; but if the employer, to pay not less than 20 s., nor more
than 5/., for the use of the labourer: if dismissed as malicious, complainant, if
an apprentice, shall, at the instance of the party charged, be imprisoned with
hard labour, not exceeding one month; if the employer, be fined not more than
40s., for the use of the apprentice. Decisions of Justice, a bar to any other pro-
ceedings. Directions given for drawing up convictions and commitments, &e.
All warrants, &c., issued by justice, to be executed by the police or any other
person justice may direct. Witness when summoned, not appearing, or refusing
to be sworn or examined, justice authorized to commit such defaulter until he
shall submit. If actions brought against justice, and judgment for him,plaints
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to pay treble costs. Justice may tender amends .at any time before final judg-

ment. Actions to be commenced within six months; the forms are annexed.

3. “ An Act for establishing a Police in the said Island.”
The Island to be divided into two districts. The Commander-in-Chief of Mont-

serrat by proclamation to define the limits ; each district to be under the control
of a special magistrate. Twenty acres in each district to be appropriated to the
urpose of buildings for a police establishment and house of correction; each

establishment to consist of 10 privates and one serjeant, able-bodied men; the
rivates to receive 4s. 6d. per diem, and the serjeants 6s.; once in each year

all to be furnished with uniform. At each establishment a penal gang is to be
formed, to consist of offenders condemned to imprisonment and hard labour.
The members of police may hire labourers, together with the penal gang, to
aid in erecting temporary accommodations for police until permanent ones be
provided. If any policeman misbehaves, special magistrate to suspend him,
subject to Commander-in-Chief’s ultimate decision. Hach quarter the special
magistrates to give in a report of the details of their respective establishments.
The internal discipline of these settlements to be subject to the control of person
administering the government.

4th. “ An Act for the Summary Punishment of Common Assaults and Bat-
teries, and of Riotous and Disorderly Conduct.”
The Act for the summary. punishment of common assaults, &c. gives the

magistrate, upon complaint made by the person or persons aggrieved, jurisdic-
tion to hear and determine all cases of assault or batteries, all cases of riotous
or disorderly conduct, and of abusive or provoking language tending to a breach
of the peace, or of blasphemous and improper language used in the streets or
highways; and upon conviction to pay such fine with costs (if ordered) not
exceeding 10/.; and if fine and costs not paid within the time, the magistrate
may direct offender to be imprisoned in the common gaol, not exceeding two
calendar months, unless fine and costs sooner paid. Justice empowered, in case
of loss of personal property, to appropriate any part of the fine as a compensa-
tion to the complainant. Justice may dismiss the complaint, if not proved, or
upon sufficient justification, or as not deserving punishment, with or without
costs, and shall give a certificate of such dismissal. Persons obtaining certificate
of acquittal, or paying fine, or undergoing imprisonment, released from any
civil or criminal proceeding. In case of any assault or battery, committed in
attempting to commit felony, or any assault which they may think indictable,
they shall abstain from deciding thereupon, and refer it to the superior courts.
Jurisdiction of justice restrained where assault and battery involves title to lands,
&e., or cases of bankruptcy or insolvency, or any execution under any process of
any court ofjustice.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J..M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

—No. 314.—-

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Charles Grantto Sir £. J. M.
Mac Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 April 1835. _
I pave received your despatch dated on the 10th of December last, in which

you enclose the transcripts of four Bills passed by the Legislature of Montserrat.

One of these, for the summary punishment of common assaults, might with more
accuracy be described as an Act, as it has received the assent of the officer
administering the Government. The other three relating to apprenticed
abourers, you have correctly described as Bills, since they appear to have
Passed only two of the branches of the Colonial Legislature. I am unable to
account for the silence of your despatch respecting a distinction at once so pal-
pable and so important.

It would be contrary to all precedent and usage if His Majesty in. Council
should confirm a Colonial Act, to which the Governor’s assent had not been
tst given; this isthe more inconvenient, because these Bills appear to have
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been passed in fulfilment of the terms prescribed by Parliament, as the condi.
tion upon which alone any colony might participate in the Compensation Fund,
It will therefore be impossible to declare in the words of the Statute, that
** adequate and satisfactory” provision has been made in Montserrat for those
purposes.

I cannot pass from the subject without directing your notice to the fact, that
even if the difficulty to which I have adverted had not arisen, there would have
been another insuperable impediment to acknowledging the claim of this
colony to a share in the Compensation Fund. The Order of the King in Council
for regulating the condition of apprenticed labourers in certain of the Crown
colonies, is divided into 12 chapters. The three Bills which you have trans.
mitted of Montserrat, omit all the various topics noticed in the last nine of
those chapters, and which are far more important than the subjects to which
the attention of the Legislature of Montserrat has been directed.

I have, &c.
(signed)  C. Grant.

 

— No. 315.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir £. J. M. MacGregor,Bart, to
the Mr. Secretary Charles Grant.

Government House, Antigua, 22 June 1835.
In your despatch of the 29th April last (Montserrat), surprise is expressed

at my having sent home, in mine of the 10th December 1834, three of four
Acts purporting to have been passed by the Legislature of Montserrat, one of
which alone had been assented to. ,
The three remaining documents, it will be gathered from the accompanying

copies of correspondence, are already in the Colonial Office, in duplicate; one
set having been sent direct by the President, and the other, with my letter of

‘3, the 10th December last, already alluded to.
Mr. President Hamilton admits, that the first did not bear his name, or the

Montserrat Great Seal, but the correspondence will distinctly prove that I had
directed these Acts to be assented to by the President, that they had even been
proclaimed, and consequently, that if Mr. Hamilton’s testimony to their validity
as been left incomplete, the circumstance had eluded observation here, in the

hurry of making up the despatches of that period for transmission by the packet,
an unconscious omission, for which I beg leave sincerely to apologise, and a
repetition of which in future every precaution will be adopted to prevent.

It will be observed that other Acts, in lieu of those in question, are stated by
the President to be now in preparation.

 

Enclosures in No. 315.

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 16 July 1834.
In compliance with the instructions contained in its postscript, I have the honour to for-

ward for your information and guidance, the copy of a despatch from Mr. Spring Rice, His
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, relative to the Acts con-
nected with the Abolition of Slavery therein alluded to, which have been passed by the
Legislature of Montserrat.

 

I have, &c.
To the President of Montserrat. (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.

(No. 2.)

Sir,
Montserrat, 17 July 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, withcopy
of the Right honourable Mr. Secretary Rice’s despatch to you of the 6th June, the origina
of which never came to hand. .

I lost no time in communicating with Mr. Dyett, King’s counsel, who, under the cir
stances of his not having retained an exact copy of the Abolition Bill alluded to, assure that
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that he would immediately frepare one in every respect similar to the one transmitted, and
in all points conformably to the Imperial Act, to whichBill, as soon as it is re-enacted, I

shall give my assent, agreeable to Mr. Secretary Rice’s instructions. In the meantime
I shall be happy to receive your instructions, whether the Bill shall be then sent to you for

- transmission, or forwarded direct by me to Downing-street. The Legislature meet on

Saturday, when they will adjourn to a given time, and pass the re-enacted Bill,

 

I have, &c.
To Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor. (signed) Henry Hamilton, President.

(No. 3.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 21 August 1884,
Wiru reference to the Secretary of State’s despatch of the 6th of June, and to your

Honour’s application, owing to the neglect of the colonial officer, in not retaining copies of
certain Acts, consequerit on the abolition ofslavery, I herewith transmit transcripts thereof,
received from the Right honourable T. Spring Rice, who is pleased, in a despatch of the
ist ultimo, to express his expectation that the Legislature of Montserrat, “ which is respon-
sible for the omission, will, no doubt take proper measures to prevent the recurrence of such
dereliction of duty on the part of the clerk of the Assembly.”

 

' Thave, &c.
To his Honour the President. (signed) . J. Murray MacGregor.

(No. 4.)
Sir, Montserrat, 18 August 1834,

I nave the honour to inform your Excellency that I had an application from the Legis-
lature on the 12th instant, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, to give my assent, and affix the
Great Seal to a duplicate copy of our Apprenticeship Bill (the original that had been trans-
mitted for His Majesty’s approbation, not yet returned,) to enable Captain Greme, the
stipendiary magistrate, to enforce the law and penalties attached to it.
On the Bill being presented to me by a member of Council, I demurred, stating that I

wished to have an opportunity of consulting you on the subject. About one hour after I
received the enclosed resolution of the Privy Council, as also a St. Kitt’s paper of the 5th
instant, containing a circular letter from Mr. Secretary Rice to Lieutenant-governor Nixon
on exactly a similar business, which induced me immediately to give my assent, and have the
Bill proclaimed. Under those circumstances I trust that my conduct will meet your
approbation.

I have, &c.
To Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor. (signed) § Henry Hamilton.

 

(No. 5.)
Montserrat.

At a Meeting ofthe Privy Council held on Tuesday, 12 August 1834.
Present :—The Honourable William Shiell, President; the Honourable Michael Furlonge,

thejuonourable Francis Polhill, the Honourable Edmond Semper, the Honourable R. 8.
oodhall. .
On motion made and seconded, it was resolved, That the following message be sent to his

Honour the President administering the Government of the said island.
That a message from the House of Assembly, relative to the authority of the stipendiary

magistrate, of which a copy is hereby forwarded to your Hononr, has been sent up to this
board. This message has been communicated to Captain Greme, and the opinion of the
King’s counsel has been given in accordance with the message from the Assembly. Captain
Greme has therefore declined inflicting any punishment upon apprentices, who may become
deserving of the same. Under these circumstances we beg leave respectfully to advise,
that your Honour should remove these difficulties by affixing the seal to the Act now pre-
sented to you for that purpose.

Privy Council Chamber, 12 August 1834.

 

(No. 6.)

The Gentlemen of the Assembly to the President and Council.

hink it but fair that Captain Greme should be informed that there is no law in the
Which empowers him to punish apprentices in consequence of the Executive of the
Tefusing to put the Great Seal to the Bill passed by both Houses for that purpose ;

i we see any use in putting the country to the enormous expense of the police esta-
es hie he which can be of no use, nor made available under existing circumstances.

sid 18 House beg leave further to state, for the information of the Executive, that they con-
ee i useless to legislate any further upon the question, in consequence of theBill
_ - under
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under which they conceive themselves acting, and which authorized Captain Graeme’spro-
ceeding against the apprenticed labourers, bemg rendered inoperative for the want of the
assent of the Executive.

(signed) John Allers, Speaker,
 

(No. 7.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 1 Sept. 1824,
Tue Bill alluded to in your Honour’s communication of the 12th ultimo, is, I conclude

one of those for assenting to which the Colonial Secretary of State’s authority has been
conveyed to your Honour, and under that impression [ approve of its having received the
Great Seal of Montserrat.
At the same time, unless directions are obtained by your Honour from His Majesty's

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, or from the Governor of the Leeward Islands,
empowering your Honour to assent to any Bill passed by the Council and Assembly, it may
be right to observe, with reference to the Royal instructions, that such assent by the Presi-
dent of Montserrat would be invalid.

 

Ihave, &e
(signed) £. J. M. MacGregor,

To his Honour the President of Montserrat. Governor,

(No. 8.)
Sir, Montserrat, 23 September 1834,

I see to inform your Excellency, that on the 19th instant, the House of Assembly then
sitting, I received a messuage from the Speaker, requesting to be informed whether three
Bills, now inclosed, had received the Royal Assent; if so, that I would be pleased to publish
them.

I informed him that His Majesty’s pleasure had not as yet been signified to me, and until
that event took place, or that I received instructions from your Excellency to give my assent,
I must decline publishing the same.
On the 20th instant I received a letter from the Speaker, requesting me to forward the

same to you, a copy of which I now submit to your consideration and instruction to me.
I have, &c.

His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, (signed) Henry Hamilton, President.
Governor, &c. &c. &e.

 

(No. 9.)
Sir, Montserrat, 20 September 1834.

On motion made and seconded in the honourable House of Assembly yesterday, I was
commanded to address your Honour, and to inform you that the country is at present n
a state of great embarrassment, in consequence of the non-publication of the Bills lately
passed by the Legislature. These Bills are, first, a Bill intituled “ An Act for establishing a

olice in this Island ;” secondly, a Bill intituled “ An Act for the Classification of Appren-
ticed Labourers ;” and thirdly, a Bill intituled ‘ An Act for giving to the Special Magistrate
Jurisdiction over Apprenticed Labourers, and directing their mode of proceeding in the
exercise of such Jurisdiction.” The House further commanded me earnestly to entreat that
your Honour would be pleased forthwith to apply to his Excellency the Governor of the
Leeward Islands, for his sanction to your affixing your signature and seal of office to these
Bills, in order that they may be considered as in immediate operation, transcripts whereof
can be made after publication, to be transmitted to His Majesty’s Government for confirma-
tion.

In the execution of the commands of the honourable House of Assembly, I am afforded
an opportunity of declaring to your Honour that the present state of this island callsfor
recourse to prompt measures of improvement. I would, with deference and submission,
bring to your Honour’s notice, that at this moment the special magistrate is exercising JUNMS-
diction overapprenticed labourers unauthorized by law; that a police force hasbeen. esta-

blished, and is in full operation, in like manner unsanctioned ; and that the classificationof

apprenticed. labourers has taken, and is taking place, in the absence of thg like authority.

I am persuaded that the welfare of the community, of which you are at the head, 1s 40
object of your Honour’s solicitude, and I trust that your Honour will be induced to procure

the sanction of the Executive to these Acts, from a conviction of their being indispensable.

I have, &c. ‘
(signed) John Allers, Speaker.

 

(No. 10.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 6 October 1834. ;

In reply to yout Honour’s despatch of the 23d, received on the 29th ultimo, and to @ com
munication, under date the 20th ultimo, from the Speaker of the Assembly to your Honour,

I have
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J have to request that this letter, with the documents accompanying it, may be imparted to
the honourable House ; some mistake appearing to have very inconveniently retarded the z

assent of theExecutive to the Bills, transcripts of which proceeded with my despatch of the ro75S, 2

aist August, which Bills your Honour was previously authorized to sanction by my letter of 49 dj? Ox

the 16th July last, and its inclosure, acknowledged by your Honour on the following day. 8347 &Mars

The Bills herewith returned are the same, and when assented to, 1 have to request your ° * ig

Honour will favour me with copies of them for transmission to His Majesty’s Principal

Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.

 

; I have, &c.

To his Honour the President, (signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

&e. &e. &e.

(No. 11.)

Si, Montserrat, 14 October 1834.

In compliance with your Excellency’s instructions, as communicated in your letter of the

6th instant, I beg to inform you thatI have laid before the Speaker and the Assembly your

letter, with its inclosure, and beg to express my concern at the delay that occurred in pro-

claiming the Bills, in consequence of my misapprehension of the Secretary of State’s instruc-

tions relative to them. ‘They are, however, now in force, and from the explicit instructions

conveyed to me respecting all future Bills to be sed, a similar occurrence cannot happen.

I directed the Secretary to make transcripts of those Bills, to be forwarded to you with as
little delay as possible.

I have, &c.

To his Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, (signed) HH. Hamilton.
Governor.

 

(No. 12.)

Extracts of a DESPATCH from the President of Montserrat to the Governor; dated
Montserrat, 4 November 1834,

Tue Secretary having furnished me with the transcript of one of the Bills returned from

England, I unfortunately, through mistake, forwarded that Bill im place of the one now sent.
hope to receive the transcripts of the remaining English Bills in time to accompany this

letter, as at present there is nodirect opportunity for Antigua.

 

(No. 13.)
Sir, Montserrat, 10 November 1834,

I nave the honour to inclose transcripts of two Bills, with their summaries. The one, a
Bill giving jurisdiction to the special magistrates. The other, the classification of apprenticed
labourers.

I have, &e.
To his Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, (signed) Henry Hamilton.

Governor.

 

(No. 14.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 26 February 1835.
In transmitting the accompanying copy of a despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen, I have

to request that your Honour will be pleased to recommend to the Council and Assembly of 5Jan
Montserrat the revisal, in reference to his Lordship’s observations, of the Act for the Aboli- 285
tion of Slavery, which it will be observed by an order of His Majesty in Council, is about to
be left to its operation.
The law for the government of apprentices, which had not been received at the date of the

Secretary of State’s despatch, it 1s to be hoped will, ere now, have reached the Colonial
Department, having been forwarded by me in a letter under date the 10th of December

4. ,

T have, &e.

 

To his Honour the President. (signed)  E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

(No. 15.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 9 June 1835.
In reference to the accompanying copy of a letter, from the Right Honourable Charles

subi I have to state my inability to account for the observations therein contained, on the
yt of three of the Bills adverted to.
our Honour, by my directions, assented to the same, transcripts of which, received from

yr Honour, were forwarded to the Colonial Department in my despatch, to which the

66.—II. Secretary
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Secretary of State alludes, under the impression that they bore your Honour’s signature and
the Montserrat Great Seal. In the hurry of preparing for the departure of the packet, if
either of these forms has been omitted, the circumstance might have escaped notice in m:
office, and I am under the necessity ofapplyingto your Honour upon these points for more
precise information, if attainable. Two of the Bills, said not to be assented to, arrived here
from Montserrat on the 21st of November, and the third on the 4th of December. —
The chapters of the Order of the King in Council, noticed by Mr. Grant, your Honour

received, I presume, with my Lord Stanley’s communication of the 19th October 1833,

 

I have, &c.
His Honour the President, (signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor,

&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 16.)

Sir, Montserrat, 16 June 1835,
I nap the honour to receive your letter of the 9th instant, together with the copy of a

letter from the Right Honourable Charles Grant, Secretary of State for the Colonies, to your
Excellency, on the subject of three Bills from this island, forwarded by you to the Colonial
Office without my signature or the Great Seal, which I perusedwith great pain, such omis-
sions being solely attributable to me; having received your general assent to them, as Bills
emanating out of the Abolition Bill, that I received from the Eslonial Secretary of State, with
orders to sign, seal and return the same to him direct; thus removing that Bill out of the
general rules established for the submission, on my part, of all Bills passed by the Legisla-
ture to your Excellency for my assent, prior to my affixing my signature and Great Seal to
them. —

I can only attribute so great an oversight to some unaccountable infatuation of the moment,
from an over-anxiety, which I sincerely regret.
The chapters of the Order in Council, with your letter and that of Lord Stanley, were all

submitted to the consideration of the Legislature by me in December 1833.
Those Bills are now under the revision of both Houses, and as soon as completed shall be

forwarded, with the amended Abolition Bill, all signed and sealed, to your Excellency, for
transmission to the Colonial Office.

, I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) Henry Hamilton, President.

Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No, 316. —

Corr of a DESPATCH from Sir #. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 27 June 1835.
In further reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 29th of April last, par-

ticularly to that part of it which adverts to the Order of His Majesiy in Council
for regulating the condition of apprenticed labourers in certain of the Crown
colonies, I do myself the honour of transmitting (as received from the President)

,, an Act passed by the Legislature of Montserrat, intituled “An Act for the pro-
tection and maintenance of Apprenticed Labourers in this Island, and for insuring
the punctual discharge by such Apprenticed Labourers of the services due by
them to their Employers, and generally for regulating the Conduct and for the
punishment of any Offences committed by such Apprenticed Labourers;
together with a Report by a joint-committee of the Council and Assembly upon
the subject of your Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch, and Copy of a Letter
addressed to Mr. President Hamilton by myself.

I have, &e.
(signed) E.J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 316.

(No. 1.)
Montserrat:

Tue Committee appointed by both Houses of Legislatureto prepare an answer to

remarks made the Right honourable Charles Grant, His Majesty’s Colonial Secretary,

under date of the 29th April 1835, stating that all the various topics noticed in thelast nine

chapters of the Orders in Council, passed by His Majesty, for regulating the condition 0

apprenticed labourers in this island, have been omitted, do report, that on the 29th ofMay

1834 the Legislature passed a Bill for the protection and maintenance of apprentice

labourers in this island, for insuring the punctual discharge by such apprenticed aboure®.
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of the service due by them to their employers, and generallyfor regulating the conduct, and MONTSERRAT.
for the punishment ofany offences committed by such apprenticed labourers. —
That such Bill was forwarded to his Excellency Sir Evan MacGregor on the 31st of the

same month, who acknowledged the receipt of the same on the 3d June, as per copy of his
letter below.

Leeward Islands, Government House,Antigua,
Sir, . 3 June 1834, ,

Ihave the honour of acknowledging the Apprenticeship Bill received with your Honour’s
despatch of the 31st ultimo, and of mentioning that it will be forwarded by the next packet
tothe Right honourable the Colonial Secretary of State.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. Murray MacGregor, Governor. .

His Honour the President of Montserrat, &c. &c. &c.

That such Bill was expressly framed from the Orders in Council that were sent out by
His Majesty’s Government for our guidance.
That such Bill arrived in Downing-street, as was acknowledged by the Right honourable

T. Spring Rice, then Colonial Secretary; but owing to the officer administering the Go-
vernment of this island having forwarded such Bill without his signature, and the Great
Seal being affixed, it could not be laid before His Majesty in Council for His Majesty’s

confirmation.
That on such information being received in this island, the Legislature immediately ordered

a copy of the said Bill to be made, which was done, and sent to Antigua, to his Excellency
Sir fan MacGregor, to be transmitted, which he did on the 10th of December, as commu-
nicated to the officer administering the Government, under date of the 26th February. As,
after inclosing an extract from Lord Aberdeen’s despatch, who had succeeded the Right
honourable T. Spring Rice as Colonial Secretary, under date of 15th January, saying, ‘That
the law for the government of apprentices which was received, not having been assented to on
His Majesty’s behalf, either by yourself or by the President of the island, could not be sub-
mitted to His Majesty in Council for His Majesty’s confirmation.” His Excellency adds,
“ That the law for the government of apprentices, which had not been received at the date
of the Secretary of State’s despatch, it is to be hoped ere now has reached the Colonial
Department, having been forwarded by me in a letter under date of the 10th of December
1834.” That your committee fear the second copy of the Apprenticeship Bill has never
reached its destination, or His Majesty’s Colonial Secretary would have discovered that
all the chapters mentioned by him as omitted have been regularly passed and embodied in
such Apprenticeship Bill.
And your committee further report that chapter 4 of the Orders in Council has been

enacted in the 4th, 29th, and 30th clauses of the Apprenticeship Bill.
Chapter 5 in clauses 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 24, 27.
Chapter 6 in clauses 6, 32, 33, 34,
Chapter 7 in clauses 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 45.
Chapter 8 in clause 1.
Chapter 9 in clause 2.
Chapter 10 in clause 5.
Chapter 11 in clause 3.
Chapter 12 in clauses 40 and 41.
That the said Bill contains 45 clauses, many ofwhich are suited to the particular situation

of the island, and which are not mentioned inthe Orders in Council.
That the clause relating to boats and vessels is provided for in a Bill passed the 11th of

May last; and that, by the recommendation of the Right honourable T. Spring Rice, part
of the 12th chapter of the Orders in Council is introduced in the Militia Bill, which has
received the Royal Assent. .
And your committee recommend that a copy of this report be sent to his Excellency Sir

Evan MacGregor, to be forwarded with a copy of the Apprenticeship Bill to the Colonial
ecretary,.

 

Committee-room, 22 June 1835. (signed) John Dobridge, Chairman.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 26 June 1835.
Tue several Acts received with your letter of the 22d instant, and described as follows by

your Honour, will be forwarded by the next packet to the Colonial Department :—
An Amended Abolition Act.
An Apprenticeship Act.
A Police Act.
An Act giving Special Magistrates Jurisdiction over Apprentices.
An Act for the Classification of Apprentices.

_the Report of a Committee of the Council and Assembly, which accompanied your
OO tt will be likewise submitted for the Secretary of State’s consideration. I

IT. t
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MONTSERRAT. _It is, however, requisite to point out a mistake which appears to have occurred, in ima-
—_— gining that the Bill for the protection and maintenance of apprenticed labours, said to hay,

been passed on the 29th of May 1834, had been sent home by me on the 10th of December
in that year, inasmuch as several Acts having been passed in relation to apprentices, |had
then no reason to doubt, but at the same time no correct means of ascertaining, inaddressin
your Honour on the 26th Februaiy last, that the Apprenticeship Bill meant by the com.
mittee was not one of those upon that subject inclosed in my above-mentioned despatch
te the Right honourable the Colonial Secretary, of the 10th of December, which were
owever, , ;
First, the Act for the classification of apprenticed labourers, and,
Secondly, the Act for giving to the special magistrates jurisdiction over them.
The first-mentioned Bull, for the protection ofapprentices, as mentioned in my despatch to

your Honour of the 3d June 1834, was actually forwarded by the packet on the 5t day of
that month,

No duplicate of the Act appears to have been since received from Montserrat, nor has an
acknowledgment arrived from the Colonial Department of the letter in which it Wes
inclosed.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor,

His Honour the President of Montserrat, &c. &e. &c.

 

—No. 317. —

No. 317. Cory of a DESPATCH from E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Mr. Secretary Charles Grant.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 25 June 1835.
Wiru reference to my letter of the 22d instant, I do myself the honour of for-

warding the undermentioned Acts therein referred to, and required by your
9: despatch of the 29th of April last, as since received, assented to, from the Pre-ys

LEE sident of Montserrat; viz.
yse Pane Ist. “ An Act for the Classification of Apprenticed Labourers.”
(se Ryo: 2d. “An Act for giving to the Special Magistrates Jurisdiction over Appren-

pat ticed Labourers, and directing their mode of proceeding in the exercise of such
Jurisdiction.”

3d. “ An Act for establishing a Police in the said Island.”.
I have, &e.

(signed) £.J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No. 318. —

ExtTRACTof a DESPATCH from Governor Sir £. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Charles Grant, dated Government House, Antigua, 25 June
1835.

q. _ Herewirs I have the honour of forwarding the following Act, passed by theop
«2 Legislature of Montserrat, in the month of May last; viz. |

yer “ An Act to repeal the proviso contained in the fourth clause of an Act, inti-

No. 318.

yt tuled ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island.’ ”
This Act is passed to remedy a mistake in the original Bill transmitted, not

being in conformity to or in accordance with the Act of the Imperial Parliament.
The present clause amended will probably prove more satisfactory, and render
the Bill complete and in unison with the Imperial Bill.
The amendment now made is in perfect conformity to the provisions contained

oe in the fourth clause of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c. 73, and is the consequence of my
428% 28 Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of the 15th January last.

¥* D*° qo®

2 >
 4

aot . s:

wy? — No. 319. —

_Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor,Bart.,

e

No. 319- to Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Antigua, 28 July 1835.

ag, Herewrra1 have the honour of forwarding the undermentioned Act, passed by
xo: the Legislature of Montserrat; viz. . h

pre” «AN Act for the regulation of Porters, Jobbers and Watermen, and all suc
yk’ persons
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persons as shall ply as porters, jobbers aud watermen in any of the towns, roads MONTSERRAT.
or bays of this island, and for the regulation of small Boats and Crafts of every —_—
description which ply for hire in the said roads or bays.”

The objects of this Act are to regulate the hire of porters, jobbers and water-
men, to oblige the owners of small boats to register the same, and to provide for

their use and employment.
Its provisions appear to be fair, equitable and judicious, and the Act seems in

all respects unobjectionable.

 

— No. 320. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. No. 320.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 Feb. 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of several Acts passed by the

Legislature of Montserrat, for giving effect to the Act of Parliament for the
abolition of slavery.
The suggestions which Lord Aberdeen made in his despatch of the 15th Jan.

1835 having been adopted by the Legislature in the Acts now under considera- 4><%z
tion, and in addition to those Acts which they have now passed for the good %,"?} Len,
government of the apprenticed labourers. I have had the satisfaction of advising %o, *4
His Majesty to allow the Acts in question, and to declare, by an Order in ‘G,?/oJune o,f
Council, that the island of Montserrat is entitled to participate in the Com- 7B"e1g,
pensation Fund. I shall have the honour of transmitting to you by the next ”B. gg?
packet two Orders of His Majesty in Council, giving effect to this decision.

I have subsequently received a despatch from the President of Montserrat,
dated 12th December, stating that having had reason to fear the above Acts had
not reached this office, the Legislature had thought fit to pass several other Acts
upon the same subject, copies of which he enclosed. You will have the goodness
to acquaint the President with His Majesty’s decision upon the former Acts,
when he will no doubt see the expediency of recommending the Legislature to
repeal the Acts which they have subsequently passed.

I have, &c,

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No, 321.—

Copy ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir EZ. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. No. 321.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 February 1836.
Wirn reference to my despatch of the Ist instant, I have the honour to trans-

mit to you an Order of His Majesty in Council, dated the 3d instant, leaving £, ‘
to their operation.several Acts passed by the Legislature of Montserrat for the <c¢ he ay

. . a.

purpose of giving effect to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. I likewise jog or the Serr,‘
enclose an Order in Council bearing the same date, declaring that the island of |Per,“ave, SoH,
Montserrat is entitled to participate in the Compensation Fund. Caer op nie de

In transmitting these Orders I have only to observe, that by the provisions of 19 tongHoyaLY
the Colonial Abolition Act, it is not quite clear whether a single magistrate is p, Ss MF Jo OF
not authorized to sanction the removal of apprenticed labourers from one 4p .:awe
Plantation to another; and further, that it would be desirable to state the Pern 2 the by?
period in them which an apprenticed labourer may be ejected by a summary 426; 7m Se pea

process from land which he has unlawfully occupied. I have no doubt that <2, 138 Tos
the Legislature will see the propriety of remedying these defects at the earliest “430,
opportunity,

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

166.—IT.
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My Lord,
I nave the honour to acknowledge the recei

ae? the 18th June; and in reply to the queries ther
2% to state as follows: to the

—No. 322.-—

Copy ofa DESPATCH from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg.

Montserrat, 11 August 1835,
pt of your Lordship’s letter of
ein set forth, I have the honour

1st. That Captain Greme was the only special magistrate appointed to this

granted by me to local magistrates.
2d. Requiring the number and nature of the punishments inflicted on the

apprenticed labourers, separating the males from the females. I am to state
that this Return will be forwarded by the next packet. In the meantime I can
pledge myself, on the faith of Captain Greme, “ that no female has ever te-
ceived corporal punishment by whipping,or otherwise,
nor have the courts of justice ever awarded any such
period to females.”

3d. The items set forth in the enclosed Return.
4th. Only one station established in this island

been instructed generally to carry
ship Acts.

(signed)
I have, &c.

 

Enclosure in No. 322.

 

sage AS . 5
.Vioo island: that he arrived here on the sth August 1834, since which time he hasCoe solely discharged the duties of his office; no special commission having been

since 5th August 1835;
punishment within that

; the special magistrate has
into execution the Abolition and Apprentice-

Henry Hamilton, President.

MownTserrat.—RETURN of the Names and Numer of ApPpRENTICED Lapourers who have
purchased the Unexpired Term of Apprenticeship, together with the AMOUNT paid for the
same; from August 1834 to August 1835.

 

 

  
 

 

NUMBER AND NAMES, AMOUNT. NUMBER AND NAMES, AMOUNT.

£. 5s. d. £. 5. d,
1. John Locker - - -+{ 1617 6 §18. Bodkin - - «© « 9--
2. James White - - -| 1417 = [19. Robin - - - - 9--
3- Ann Christmas - - *~}| 1417 = [| 20. James ° - - ° 9--
4. Richard Williams - -| 2210 — [21, Ned Mason - “ -~| 2210 =
5. John Parler - - =] 2210 = |22. Cecilia - - - -}| 2210 =
6. William Chambers « -| 2210 - | 23. Alicia (an infant) - - 615 -
7. Richard Dyett - - -{ 18 ~ — [24. Richard - + - «| 1310 -
8. Mary Dyer - - -| 22 7 6 J25. Rodney - - - -}| 1310 -
g. Sanickey - - - -| 15 15 — | 26, Catherine - - - -] 1310 =

10. Frances(aninfant) - - 2 5 = $27. Tom Dyett - - -} 2210 -
11, Michael Donowtro - -| 15 2 6 [28 Anthony - - « -{| 18 - -
12. Peter - 5 = +) 2210 — | 29. Jem (an infant) - - - 116 -
13. Betsey Diamondand - -) 18 - .|/-— . _
14. Charlotte (infirm) - =f 29 Apprentices.
25. BeanSimper - - -| 3315 = Toran Amount - £.| 44311 6
16, Dumont - - - -| 1310 See eeeeEne
17. Ann Tartar - - - 615 -

— No. 323. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. President Hamilton to Lord Glenelg.

Montserrat, 24 August 1835.
Requestinc your Lordship’s reference to my letter of the 11th instant,

I have now the honour to enclose the Return of Punishments inflicted in
this island, by Captain Greme, the stipendiary magistrate from 5th August

My Lord,

last.

(signed)
I have, &c.

Henry Hamilton, President.
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Montserrat.—RETURN of the Numszr and Nature of the Purtsments inflicted upon the ASPpRENTICED
Lazourers by the Stipendiary Magistrates; specifying the Orrences for which they were inflicted, separating
Males from Females.

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

andWesng. Imprisonment. | Extra Labour.| Stocks.| Herd Labour, TOTAL. Grand
OFFENCES. Total.

M | Foi wm | w® | wm | oF. K[ Mm | Fo] Mf] OF.

Absence, 1 day and upwards 36 - 46 22 g! 83 18 - - 173] 123 | 296
Canestealing - - = 55 - 24 18 16 13 2 - - 95 31} 126
Theft - - - | 32] = 8 4 9 3] - - - 49 7} 56
Negligence - - +f] 21] = 14 6} 60 3 rj - - 95| 10| 105
Insolence - - - 12 - 19 11 9 10 1 ~ ~ 40 22 62
Disobedience - ° - 17 - 21 8 41 23 11 - - 79 42] 121
Indolence and carelessness 5 - 7 22 45 37 3 - - 57 62] 119
Feigning sickness = == 6 - 6 9 18 36, - - - 30 45 75
Rioting and quarrelling - 9 - 11 18 6 17 5 ~- - 26 40 66
lil-using cattle - - 4 ~ 2 - 2 - - - - 8 - 8

197 - 158 | 118] 296| aes 41]. - - 652 | 382 / 1,034           
N. B.—No hard labour placed at the Magistrates’ disposal.

Montserrat, 20 August 1835.

 

— No. 324.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Antigua, 15 August 1835.

“ | enctose the copy of a very singular, although not very intelligible letter,
from Mr. Shiell to Captain Greme, to which it is incumbent on me to solicit
the notice of your Lordship, as well as to the stipendiary magistrate’s observa-
tions in reply.”

 

Enclosures in No. 324.

. (No. 1.)
Sir, Montserrat, 25th July 1835.

Tue first year of the apprenticeship will terminate on Friday, the 31st instant, and what-
ever your own opinions may be, I can have no hesitation in saying, it has most signally failed
inthis island. You have, however, zealously and faithfully performed your duty to your
King and country, and in the difficult and delicate situation you were selected to fill, you
have invariably acted with the strictest impartiality, without showing any favour or affection
to any individual. You have enforced rigidly to the letter the severe enactments of the sys-
tem, by compelling every person having apprentices under their care, to furnish them with
two suits of clothing in the twelve months, and a distribution of salt provisions, although it
was the intention of the Legislature in passing the Act (which was by some fatal mistake
Tustrated,) to allow them one day in every week, exclusive of Saturday, for that purpose,
and which they enjoyed from the 1st of last August to the present moment ; whereas the
Abolition Act of Barbadoes, which has been confirmed by the King in Council, only allots
one day in every fortnight, exclusive of Saturday, in substitution for those two articles.
The island has made a ruinous, wretched crop, one ofthe smallest for many years, nor do
believe there is an estate in it that will pay its contingent charges. Nor is its deterioration

to be attributed to dry weather or any other inclemency of the seasons, but solely to the
apprentices not performing their due and legal proportion of labour, which every estate is
entitled by law to receive.
the consider your situation of special magistrate in a twofold character; the one to protect

© apprentices from every injury and oppression, and to see the humane and beneficial
€nactments in their favour carried into effect, and the other that they, the labourers, perform
their part of the contract, by working 40} hours in every week, the time required of them
nd law to do 80; duties which in my opinion are reciprocal, and as much binding on
: * one part as the other. You appear to have made your rule of action “ Parcere
u vee jitbellare superbos,” I readily admit and recognize so excellent a principle, but I
— may

(signed) L. Graeme, Stipendiary Magistrate.

No. 324.

Enclosures in
No. 324.
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may be permitted to question, on public grounds, the expediency ofadopting it, when parties
are concemed, as in this case, and where enactments of a severe and penal nature are infulloperation, with reference to the mutual good conduct of those parties towards each otherConsult your own feelings, and Say whether your invariable practice has not been, when
visiting the estates officially, to inquire of the apprentices if they had any complaints to make
against their directors, and whether you ever condescended to inquire of the employer if he
had any to make against his employee, thereby most clearly indicating that you thought
complaints could only proceed from one party, and not the other, without considering that
the governed were as equally liable to commit infractions of the law as the governors,

Since the 1st of last August to the present time, I have purchased for the few estatesunder
my care, 400 barrels of herrings, which have cost, upon an average, five dollars per barrel, g
sum that you will not deem inconsiderable, for only one article of expense, and “ ex uno
disce omnes.” /
To enable me, as well as others whose interests I represent in this island, to meet this

heavy pressure, and those additional expenses that are imposed upon us, we must have
recourse to the law for protection to cultivate our properties, which have been seriously injured
during the last year, from the mistaken notion of enacting 404 hours in four days instead of
five; very few, if any of the estates ever exceeding 32 hours in one week, to their totalruin
and destruction.
To improve and ameliorate the condition of a race of people, who have been long kept in

slavery, with the view of rendering them, at no distant period, fit to enjoy that greatest of
all blessings, freedom, is one thing; to subvert, destroy and totally ruin much and most
valuable property, is another ; nor can I believe that the King’s Government, the British
Parliament, and the English people ever contemplated such a measure when the Act of
Emancipation was passed, which declared slavery to cease for ever in every part of the
King’s dominions. I beg to inform you that I intend to send a copy of this letter to his
Excellency the Governor, and that I shall also furnish the proprietors of this island, who are
resident in England, and whose interests I represent, with copies of the same, to make such
use of it as they may deem expedient.

 

I have, &e.
To Captain Greme, (signed) William Shieil.

&e. &e. Ke,

(No. 2.)

Sir, Montserrat, 4 August 1835.
I pave the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of a letter which I have

received from the Honourable William Shiell, a copy of which, I am given to understand,
will be forwarded to your Excellency ; and, in vindication of my own conduct, feel called
upon to make the following statement:

I have not enforced, with the strictness which perhaps I ought to have done, the enact-
ments of the law, which Colonel Shiell considers so severe, as a proof of which, the clothing
due to Colonel Shiell’s apprentices, last January, was not given out until I had reported the
circumstance to your Excellency on the 16th of this month; and had I been so inclined,
I could have levied penalties upon him, and almost every resident landed proprietor in the
island, to the amount of some hundred pounds, for a breach of the laws in this respect
alone.

I admit that the island has made a small crop, but differ entirely from the honourable
gentleman as to the cause of it, for a more unfavourable season has not occurred for years;
and so great was the drought, that on many estates it was requisite to replant the young
canes twice, and even three times. .
With regard to the statement of my favouring the apprentices, I shall be happy to submit

to the strictest investigation into this unfounded accusation. Dos
As to the paragraph, asserting that, “on my official visits to the estates, I never inquire if

the managers have any complaints against the apprentices,” I beg to inform yourExcel-
lency, that shortly after my arrival I appointed every Friday and Saturday (the negroes own
days), to hear complaints brought forward by either party; and on my visiting the estates
monthly, I invariably forward an intimation of my intention the day previous,m order to
afford the managers an opportunity to prepare their evidence against the apprentices. | have
no hesitation, therefore, in saying, that Colonel Shiell’s charge against me, in this respect, Is
most unjust, and the remark as to my condescension most ungenerous.
As to the quantity of herrings issued by Colonel Shiell since the 1st of August 183%)

I have no doubt of its correctness; the law, in this respect and in clothing, stands precist
as it has done since the year 1798; although Colonel Shiell’s remark would almost justly
@ supposition that, previous to my arrival, the issue of salt fish on his estate was not custom

ary; nor am I aware of any additional expenses being entailed upon estates by the Appremt
ticeship Act, unless the legal supplies have been hitherto withheld. . het
The opening paragraph of Colonel Shiell’s letter is so decidedly at variance with the othe

parts of it, that I do not clearly comprehend his object; but with respect to the number :
ours’ labour per week, and the division of it, the arrangement was made by theprep ° te
who preferred giving to the apprentices time in lieu of food; and if it is expected to cutivals

the same quantity of land in 40 hours that formerly required 60, I can only say it appea!s
me impracticable.

The
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The number of persons employed in directing estates in this island is much under that in MONTSERRAT.
other colonies. InColonel Shiell’s case, with four estates and a population of 900 negroes, —_—
he has only two white managers and one overseer.
The power of corporal punishment being taken from overseers, unremitting attention, as

well as an increase in their number, is called for, and I- conceive the great revolution that has
taken place demands a correspondent change in the management o property, and any defi-
ciency of labour ought not therefore to be attributed solely to the operation of the law.
The penal code requires me to punish by hard labour, solitary confinement, and by flog-

ing; but although I have made pressing and repeated applications to carry hard labour
into effect, little has been done to meet my wishes. The police force, now embodied one
year, has not been paid, armed or clothed, although the Police Act provides for these

contingencies. ; _. ;
It appears to me that the laws are not steadily administered, which has an evil tendency

on the minds of the labouring classes. Criminals are frequently detained in close confine-
ment for an unreasonable length of time; the trials of apprentices, against whom the grand
jury found bills on the 19th or 20th of May, have been adjourned four or five times and
still remain so.
At a coroner’s inquest held some months ago, on the body of an infant, the investigation

took place between 10 and 11 o’clock at night, a quarrel arose, in which the coroner was
knocked down by a juryman, thus outraging the feelings of the relative of the deceased, and
entailing disrespect upon a solemn legal investigation.
A decided disposition has been shown by many of the resident proprietors to withhold

from the negroes the clothing due to them on the Ist of January, and it was not until after
I left this island, for the purpose of reporting it to your Excellency on the 12th instant,
that any attention was paid to my repeated applications on the subject, and in hardly any
case has the woollen clothing, so necessary in wet weather to the negro population, been
issued, osnaburghs having been substituted.
With public faith negligently adhered to, laws loosely administered, and the just rights

of the negro withheld, it may not be surprising that the moral influence, so necessary to the
maintenance of social order, should fail in producing those salutary effects upon the working
classes, which so great a revolution in their condition demands.

In conclusion, I beg earnestly to court every investigation into my conduct, which your
Excellency may deem proper to institute, in consequence of Colonel Shiell’s letter.

I have, &c.
(signed)  £. Graeme, Captain,

His Excellency Sir E. J MM. MacGregor, Stipendiary Magistrate.
&e. &e. &c.

 

— No. 325. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M. No. 325.
MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 1 February 1836.

1 uave read with great concern the statements made by Captain Greme in
his letter of the 4th of August, respecting the failure of the Legislature of Mont-
serrat to provide for the payment of the police force, or for the establishment of
the necessary means for enabling the special magistrates to carry into effect so
much of the law as relates to the punishment of hard labour.

‘The same officer reports that there has been great remissness in bringing to
trial apprentices against whom the grand jury have found true bills of indict-
ment, He adverts to a scandalous scene which took place at an inquest, at
which it is said the coroner was knocked down by one of the jury, and he com-

Plains of the disposition shown to withhold from the negroes the clothing due to
em, .

These complaints will of course have attracted your serious attention, and
I doubt not that you have called into exercise all the authority and legitimate
influence of the executive Government, to enforce a more strict observance of the
law, and a more exact compliance, on the part of the local Legislature, with the
€ngagements into which they have entered. I shall, however, be happy to
rane your report of the measures which you may have taken, and of their

sult,

166.—II,
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— No. 326.—

Exrracts of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart, to
Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Dominica, 44 April 1836,

In the conclusion of your Lordship’s despatch of the 1stFebruary last, in
reference to Captain Greme’s letter of August 1835, an expectation is intimated
that I have called into exercise all the authority and legitimate influence of the
executive Government to enforce a more strict observance of the law, and a more
exact compliance, on the part of the local Legislature of Montserrat, with
the engagements into which they have entered; and a desire is expressed for a
Report of the measures which I may have taken, and of their result.

Previously to my receipt of the despatch herein replied to, I had called on
Captain Graeme for a further report, which I now do myself the honour of sub-
mittingto your Lordship, and which is more satisfactory than the first. My
original object, in soliciting attention to the observations of that stipendiarymagis-
trate, was to illicit such instructions as your Lordship might deem applicable
to the difficulties he has pourtrayed.
The opinion of the Attorney-general of Dominica, on the doubts adverted to

by Captain Greme, in regard to the Act to prevent malicious injuries to pro-
perties, will be found copied in the Enclosure, No. 3.

 

Enclosures in No. 326.

(No. 1.)--REPORT,
Sir, Montserrat, 25 February 1836.

Since my Report of the 19th of August 1835, the complaints by the planters against
the apprentices have considerably diminished ; and as the relation between the two parties
is more distinctly defined .and understood, I perceive a better feeling to exist, and a great
decrease of irritating conduct on both sides.

In the month of August 1835, I punished 157 males and 62 females; in January 1836,
only 96 males and 42 females, andI look to a further reduction in the numbers this month.
Had my applications for proper and effectual means of punishing by hard labour, solitary
confinement, and the erection of stocks in the market-places been attended to, offences
would have been more easily checked, and without the necessity of a too frequent recourse
to the lash.

I have at length the satisfaction to report that, with the exception of two or three estates
under peculiar circumstances, the clothing for January has been duly issued, but not without
giving me much trouble and difficulty.
__In September the proprietors of three estates freed their negroes from the remaining term
of their apprenticeship, by which step they avoided the expense of feeding them during the
scarcity which prevailed at that season.
The Christmas holidayspassed in the utmost tranquillity, and very few labourers were

absent on the day appointed for their return to work, notwithstanding the usual gratuities
being withheld, as on the preceding year. .
The unqualified emancipation of the apprentices on the before-mentioned estates has given

rise to little or no discontent, and the free labourers and apprentices are to be seen in
adjoining fields, working as usual.
On some estates a plan has been adopted, with much success, ofcommuting the allowance

of clothing and salt fish for money paid weekly. By the division of labour in this island,
the negro works four days of 10 hours each, leaving Fridays and Saturdays at his own dis-
posal and in commuting the allowance, it is stipulated that the apprentice is to labour every

riday: the weekly sum, which includes the hire for this day, is divided into five parts, and
in case of absence a proportionate reduction is made from his wages. I have, however,
reserved to myself the right of deciding in all disputes growing out of this arrangement.
‘In other cases I have permitted one day in the week to be given in lieu of these allowances,
and I shall be happy to hear that this plan meets with your Excellency’s approbation.
I view the commuting system to be a good preparation for the final emancipation of the
negro, and I have found it extremely beneficial in lessening the number of complaints,and
particularly in ridding the sick-house of idlers, as in such cases the apprentice forfeitshis
claim to the full weekly payment. I have known on one estate from 15 to 20 usually report
themselves sick in the beginning of the week, which number, after the adoption of com-
muting their allowances, was reduced to five or six.

I have again to refer to the treatment of infants and young children, as well as to the
aged and infirm, and I have too much reason to believe that many deaths have been
hastened from neglect and inattention; the sick nurses are generally selectedasbeing t00
feeble for other employment, and the infants suffer from the mothers’ want of leisure ime,
as well as from their intentional carelessness. Very few sick-houses in thiscolony ted

calcula
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calculated for invalids, and they are looked upon rather as a place of punishment than of MONTSERRAT-
oe. . . . a .rele oe invariably found the apprentices yield implicit obedience to my directions, and

show a willingness to abide by my decisions on every occasion, and when the managers are
ersons of discretion, I find few complaints on either side. They are always ready to

Fabour in their own time for cash payments ; but on some properties they are paid in goods,
or are bound to spend their wages on the estate, where supplies are generally to be had,
and where credit 1s easily obtained, which ultimately may prove injurious to their freedom
of action. I have witnessed the bad effects of this system in Mexico, which in that coun-
try has tended to retain the aborigines in a state of ignorance and degradation.
The value of landed property is on the advance 3; since my arrival a steam-engine, the

first used in this island, has been put up at considerable expense, and a great deal of waste

land has been taken into cultivation, and new works erected. Several estates have been
rented to agents here on favourable terms for theabsentee proprietor, thus showing an in-
creased confidence in the minds of gentlemenlong resident in this colony.
As there are many emancipated negroes in this island, it may be necessary to observe,

that while I perceive no disinclinationon the part of the local magistrates to investigate
offences committed by them, the opposite occurs when they apply for protection. A man
who complained to me a short time since of being assaulted by his employer, failed in get-
ting a hearing, after making application in three different quarters for redress.

[ accompany this Report with a correspondence respecting the illegal commitment of two
apprentices, who were 31 days in confinement before I heard of the circumstance, and I
solicit your Excellency’s attention to the 9th clause of the Act for the Protection of Property,
a copy of which I have also the honour to forward.
The crops this year, owing to the unfavourable weather last spring, will be small; the

prospect for next year is extremely promising, and the appearance of the young leaves gives
great hopes to the planters of an abundant crop.

T have, &e.
His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, (signed) LL. Greme,

Ke. &e. &e Stipendiary Magistrate.

 

(No. 2.)

Opinion of Mr. King’s Counsel Dyeté, of the Island of Montserrat; 4 March 1836.

ALL trespasses are considered wilful ; ‘and if any injury is done to property, it would, under
the Act for the protection of property, be considered malicious. The condition should state
that the trespass was wilfully and maliciously committed. The ninth clause of the Act gives
a summary jurisdiction to the local magistrates, which they had not before in cases of petty
trespasses, and enables the party injured to obtain redress without resorting to the expensive
and tedious process of action. It appears to me that the separation of man and wife, pro-
hibited in the Imperial Act, aswell as the Act of this island for the abolition of slavery,
relates only to persons attached to the same estate, and not to strangers. Hunger is not
admitted as an excuse for the commission of any crime or misdemeanor punished by law.

(signed) § Henry Dyett, K. C.

 

(No. 3.)

EXTRACTS of Orrnton of His Masesty’s ATTORNEY-GENERAL of Dominica.

_ | vo not think that the Act in question is inany way calculated to interfere with the Impe-
nial Abolition Act, and I have not been able to discover that the difficulties adverted to in
Captain Greeme’s letter of the 16th February, have any legal or just foundation. The Impe-
nial Abolition Act vests in the stipendiary magistrate exclusive jurisdiction to take cogni-
zance of all offences between apprenticed labourer and employer, in their relation to each
other, or of any question arising out of the relation subsisting between them, and was not
intended to absolve the apprentice from his liability, as a member of the community, from
fie pPeration of the general law, not immediately connected with the state of his appren-
iceship,
Ientirely agree with Mr. Dyett in the view he has taken of thecase, and I think that

the apprenticed labourer will be sufficiently protected from any undue interpretation of the

ct in question, by the local authorities, by the vigilant interference of the special magis-
tracy on his behalf, in any case of abuse.

Roseau, 13 April 1836. (signed) Wm, Blane.

166.—II,
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TABLE (B.)

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Rervens or Punrsuments received by the Governor of Montserrat, from theSpecialMagistrates,
from the Ist November 1835 to 31 May 1836.

 

 

  

Total
Number of Total Number of Males The Marioum TheTotal Punish- | Proportion wees Total | Average | Number of Maximum| __ TheRumberof sntieted per one Number Number of| Stripes | of Severity|Maximumpprentices| inflic 0 Pes | ing in| i of SeveritColony. | Date. | throughout| under the | Punish- B Otherwise of inflicted in inflicted in "Cann of in any 7the Island, |authority of} ments y Females| _.C2ses of Cose of | Punishment] %her ModeProvince or] Special to than by hed Punishment! p. sishment by Con- | ofGovernment) Magistrate |A pprentices. Whipping. . punished. by ¢, {Punishthrogghout PP! PP Whipping. Wwhipping. whe, in finement, isoment,

the same.
Pping.

een,

Montserrat | Nov. 1835 5,091 139 a4 44 45 50 18} 39 28 days. | 3 months
time to be
made good,Jan. 1836 5,091 96 2 20 34 42 173% 30 28 - 160 days

extra labour,Feb — 5,091 100 2 26 28 46 174 39 238 - 12 ditto,
Mar. — 5,091 71 14 25 M4 32 19% 36 Wwe 80 ditto,
Apr. —| 5,001 60 1k 16 22 22 21 36 14 ~ | 64 ditt,
May —| 5,091 66 1} 18 20 28 18 36 48 ~ | 66 ditto,           
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER.
 

ST.
CHRISTOPHER,
— — No. 327, —

No. 327. Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor,
Bart., to Mr. Secretary 7. Spring Rice; dated Government House,Antigua,
15 September 1834.

“TI po myself the honour of fo»warding transcripts of Bills for the island of
St. Christopher’s, passed by the Council and Assembly of that island, in the
month of July last; viz.

“ An Act for the summary punishment of Common Assaults and Batteries, and
of Riotous and Disorderly Conduct in the island of St. Christopher's.

“ An Act to punish and prevent the commission of Petty Thefts, and the
unlawful detention of Personal Property.”

 

 

— No. 328. —

No. 328 Copy ofa DESPATCH from the Earl ofAberdeen to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor,
, " Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 Feb. 1835.
Tue Acts passed by the Legislature of St. Kitt’s, in the month of July 1834,

ae having been referred by the King in Council to the Lords of the Committee of
Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Committee have reported
to the King in Council their opinion, that the said Acts should beleft to their
operation. I have the honour to enclose an Order of His Majesty in Council,

. approving that Report.
Se PP B P I have, &e.sof

ee (signed) Aberdeen.
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ST.

— No. 329. — CHRISTOPHER.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. to LordGlenelg. No. 329.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 25 August 1835. p
Tue enclosures consist of replies from his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of pri,’P.aM > 1. . . : ? teg » 2p

St. Christopher’s to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice’s circular despatch of the 3oth weHo? Orde,
. Se ofSeptember 1834. Mees 105! Come

I have, &c. » ng* Une 1g
(signed) EE. J. M. MacGregor. Re

Enclosure in No. 329.

 

My Lord, ; St. Christopher’s, Government House, 8 August 1835.
In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice’s circular communication of Enclosure in

the 30th of September last, requiring certain information on the agricultural and manufac- No. 329.
turing state of this island, I have the honour to report that I delayed a reply to the same in
hopes that a longer experience would enable me to give replies more likely to be realized
by the ultimate effect which the change would work upon the various interests of the com-
munity. I regret to say that even now the opinions on the subjects referred to, though
given by gentlemen of the greatest experience and local knowledge in the colony, are
greatly at variance, and render a conclusion on the points of information rather speculative
than probable. I shall howeverproceed to reply to the questions proposed, being governed
in the same by much inquiry and conversation on the subjects to which they relate ; viz.

1. The present state of productive industry, distinguishing the articles raised for con-
sumption in the colony from exported produce?
To this inquiryI would remark, that the industry of the apprentices certainly appears to

be increasing; probably caused by their having more time to themselves. The articles
chiefly raised by those individuals are potatoes, yams, cassada and other vegetables; all
for consumption.

2. The possible changes which the Act for the Abolition of Slavery may produce on the
agricultural, manufacturing and commercial system?
The change in the agricultural and manufacturing system will I think be favourable;

though at this momentthe only articles of manufacture are sugar and rum.
The commercial system may continue the same; but I conceive as the increased industry

of the labourers will ultimately have the effect of providing food for themselves (the growth
of the colony) a portion of trade may suffer.

3. A statement of any obstacles which may impede the powers of production or
exchange ?
No obstacles to this advantage or this mode of traffic are as yet apparent, nor can they

well be contemplated.
4. The remedies, whether legislative, financial or administrative, by which those obsta-

cles may be lessened or wholly removed ? . .
As the remedies necessary for the removal of the obstacles alluded to are quite condi-

tonal on their existence, they cannot be stated.
I have, &c. ;

(signed) J, Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.

 

_ No. 330. —

. No. 330.Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. to Lord Glenelg. 33°
My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 25 August 1835. Ta.& 3
nave the honour to transmit documents connected with the stipendiary and = 4,77) ¢~__

special magistrates in St. Christopher’s, received from Lieut.-governor Nixon, /3 4), ' 1836
togett ith . “oR a Susp 25°
fogether with a letter from his Excellency to your Lordship’s address. 1855

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in
Enclosures in No. 330. No. 330.

Cory of a LETTER from Lieutenant-governor Nixon to Lord Glenelg. Pp
J

I ‘aeMy Lord, Government House, 13 August 1835. P.Tiuteg i“Pers
{wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular communi- the Hoye, ter

“ation, dated Downing-street, 15th June 1895, relating to the existing appointments of “ong | Seof cof
Special magistrates, and directing me to revoke such commissions consistently with a regard Xo. 28,June im
to the arrangements necessary for effecting the same, and the due administration of the SE,0g5
laws. ~~

166.--II,
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ST. I have the honour to report to your Lordship that the stipendiary magistrates havin
CHRISTOPHER. undertaken to perform the whole of the duties, I have revoked all the appointments of

special magistrates within this island.

Sir,

particulars.

(signed)
I have

(No. 1.)

, XC
J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor,

St. Christopher’s, Government House, 12 August 1835,
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular letter of the

21st ult. on the subject of Lord Glenelg’s despatch of the 15th June, relative to the dismissal
of special magistrates, directing certain information to be obtained from the stipendiary
magistrates, and enclosing Returns, to be filled up by me.

beg leave to enclose the copy of a letter I have received from the stipendiary magis-
trates, on the subjects referred to them for their opinion ; but have to observe that I do not
consider less than four magistrates sufficient for the judicial duties of this island ; notwith-
standing which, should illness incapacitate one gentleman from attending to his numerous
avocations, a whole district would suffer from the result.

I enclose, according to your Excellency’s directions, the Returns completed in all their

To his Excellency the Governor
of the Leeward Islands.

Sir,

To his Excellency

T have, &e.
J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor,(signed)

 

(No. 2.)

(signed)
We have

Robert Olpherts,
F. Robinson Taylor,

Basseterre, 11 August 1895.
Your Excellency having been pleased to require our opinion as to whether any increase

in our number is indispensable, and whether it is advisable to retain any special magis~
trates, we have the honour to report that we consider three stipendiary magistrates suffi-
cient for the exigencies of this island.

» KC.
Stipendiary Magistrates

l for the Island of St.

 

 
 

 

John Lyons Nixon, Esq. Lieut.-governor, Ralph B. Cleghorn, J Christopher.
&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 3.)

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S AND ANGUILLA.

Names of sesNames of pecial Magistrates] 4g : Additional Number} Namesof General Observations

Special Magistrates | not interested ames 0: of Pron Magistratey and Reasons for

in Apprenticed Lad og... a .| whom it may be tiwho are bour, but still Stipendiary |(Stipendiary Magi desirable to retain theRecommend ions

interested in Appren-| machwes Magistrates. ‘rates for foregoing Columns.
ticed Labour. Colonial Society. recommended. the present.

St. Curitsroreanr:

‘W. Thomson, esq. |A.H. Rawlins, esq! R. Olpherts,esq.| - ome - +-{|- none. ' The appointinenss

i
e special ma-

J.D. Wilson, esq. F.R.Taylor, esq. gistrates ‘will be cat

J. M. Clifton, esq. R. R. Cleghorn, celled from this day.

i esq. I consider the assist-

G. A. Fahie, e39.
ance of another sttpen-

oe abe °
diary magistrate very

ne
necessary, particularly

B. B. Greene, esq.
in the event of illness.

ANGUILLA:

T.Lake,esqe =). = = ef = = = fe 7 2°  *f T. Lake, esq. There being zeae
‘ i magistra

B, Hodge,esq. -|- = - -| + - = [7 one = ©] B. Hodge, esq. Anguilla, the services
of the special magis-
trates are indispen-

{ sible. The object of

having a stipendiaty
for that island is very
desirable.  

Government House, St. Christopher
1g August 1835.

  
J. Lyons Niaon, Lieutenant-governor-
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— No. 831.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 14 October 1835.

Sir
I wave received your despatch (St. Christopher’s) dated 25th August, enclos-

ing your correspondence with Lieutenant-governor Nixon, on the subject of the
special and stipendiary magistracy of that colony.

It is the opinion of the three stipendiary magistrates who were in St. Christo-
pher’s at the date of your cespatch, that three magistrates are sufficient for the

ST.
CHRISTOPHER.

No. 331.

exigencies of that island. The Lieutenant-governor, however, differs from this
opinion, and considers that four magistrates are required in that station.

In your despatch (Virgin Island) you acquaint me, that notwithstanding the
report of Mr. President Isaacs and Mr. Gordon, that one magistrate is equal to
the performance of the duties required in that colony, you consider it desirable that
another magistrate should be appointed to meet any emergency, in the case of Mr.
Gordon’s illness.
On receiving the allotment of magistrates which I had already made for the

Island of St. Christopher’s, with reference to the further information which I have
now received, I observe with satisfaction that my previous arrangement appears to
accord well with the views of yourself and Lie utenant-governor Nixon on the
subject.

Anticipating the necessity of some increase to the numbers of the stipendiary
magistracyin St. Christopher’s, in consequence of the withdrawal of the unpaid
special commissions, I had appointed Mr. Ramsay as the fourth magistrate to that
island, and he will probably have arrived at his destination before your receipt of
this despatch.
From the reports now before me, I am led to believe that the addition will not

only fully provide for the proper administration of the apprenticed law in St.
Christopher’s, but will also enable Lieutenant-governor Nixon, without inconveni-
ence, to meet any casual demand which may arise in consequence of illness or
otherwise, for the temporary assistance of a second magistrate in the Virgin
slands,
You will accordingly consider yourself authorized, as occasion may seem to ren-

der it expedient, to divide the services of the one of the magistrates appointed to
St. Christopher’s, in such a manner between that colony and the Virgin Islands, as
may appear to you best for the public service,

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 332. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor,
Bart. to Lord Glenelg, dated Government House, Antigua, 8 Sept. 1835.

I wave the honour to forward the undermentioned Acts passed by the Legis-
lature of St. Christopher's; viz.
_. An Act to continue an Act intituled ¢ An Act for dividing this Island into Dis-

tricts, and for establishing a sufficient Police within the same.’ ”
The object of this Act is to continue for three years one of the Acts passed for

Carrying into effect in this island the Imperial statute for the abolition of slavery.
s the original Act received the mature consideration of His Majesty’s Govern-

ment, and has been already approved of, it is humbly submitted that no observa-
tons on the Act to continue its operations can be necessary.

his Act is conformable to the instructions and repugnant to no law of the
Imperial Parliament.

“ An Act for the prevention of the wilful and malicious Destruction of Cattle,
and for the punishment of persons guilty of the same.” ;

he object of this Act is to repress an offence alleged to be increasing lately
‘mong the apprenticed labourers in this island, and which the apprentice laws
cannot sufficiently punish. Cattle upon some estates have been found dead with-
Cut any apparent cause, but upon examination it has been discovered that some

166.—II. instrument
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instrument or stick has been inserted in them for the purpose of inflicting the in.
ward bruise or injury which occasioned their death. By the statute of the Imperial
Parliament, 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 30, s. 16, unlawfully or maliciously to kill, maim or
wound cattle is declared felony, punishable by transportation for life, or any term
not Jess than seven years ; and pigs have been decided to be cattle under the pro.
visions of this statute. The second and third clauses of this Act, though not to
be found in the Imperial statute, are calculated to assist in preventing thegriey-
ances complainedof.

This Act is consistent with the commission and instructions, and repugnant to
no British statute relating to the colonies.

“* An Act to repeal all former Acts relating to the repair of the Highways, and
to make other provisions in lieu thereof.” .
The repairs of the highways under the Acts in force in this island, previous to

the abolition of slavery, were effected by each estate supplying a proportion of
slaves, who were sent and employed on the highways under requisitions from the
waywardens, These Acts have become quite inoperative under the apprentice
system, and the attention of the Legislature has been forcibly drawn to the sub-
ject; by the Act now under consideration, all former Acts have been repealed,
but such clauses of them as were found beneficial, and not inconsistent with the
new system, have been re-enacted. The sixth clause of this Act endeavours to
provide for the repairs of the highways by free labour; but by the eighth clause,
if labourers cannot be employed for hire, the waywardens are authorized to sum-
mon a proportion of apprentices from each estate, for the performance of this
necessary and important work; and as the number of hours during which they
ate thereby required to work exceeds that authorized to be required from them by
the apprenticed laws, it provides that two-thirds only of the sum assessed for
each day’s labour shall be given to the employer, and that the remaining one-third
shall be given to the apprentice. By this Act the rights and the interests of the
apprentice labourers will be found to have received due attention, and they are only
required to work on the highways when the exigencies of the public services cannot
otherwise be supplied.

This Act is unobjectionable, and is so framed as to give full effect to the pur-
poses for which the Legislature of St. Christopher seems to have passed it.

 

— No. 833. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Evan J
Murray MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 14 November 1835.

No objection can be entertained, especially under the circumstances alleged to
exist in St. Christopher's ; as to the general object and main provision of the Act
intituled “‘ An Act for the prevention of the wilful and malicious Destruction of
Cattle, and for the punishment of persons guilty of the same ;” but the 2d and 3d
sections of that Act are not equally free from objection. Their effect is to create
two new misdemeanors,—a species of legislation requiring the greatest caution and
precision. Of these misdemeanors, the first consists in the wilful concealment
from the owner of any cattle of the name of the person destroying the same, of of
the circumstances connected therewith. Here it is presupposed that it is the duty
of every member of society to disclose to every proprietor of cattle, every known
fact respecting their destruction; and the non-performance of that duty is to be
followed by whipping, fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of the Court. An
obligation of which the breach is to be followed by such consequences, (if afit
subject of legislation at all), should be previously defined with the utmost possible
exactness. It should be determined within what distance of time and place the
required disclosures are to be made, and all the necessary exceptions in favour of

those who are prevented from making it by ignorance, by indispensable engage-
ments, or by the closeness of their relationship to the wrong-doer, as in the case 0
husbands and wives, children and parents, should be specified. It can never be

meant that a wife is to be subjected to fine and imprisonment for not denouncing
her husband to the owner of the cattle which he may have injured; or that a chi
must, under a similar penalty, become the accuser of his parent.

It would not be difficult to show that the supposed duty of mutual denunciation,
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the assumption of which this enactment is framed, could scarcely be reconciled
with the real interests of society, except in cases of incomplete and meditated
crimes, nor even then, unless in offences of a peculiarly dangerous nature; and I
doubt whether this clause can be so modified as to remove the strong objection to
which I think it liable.

The second misdemeanor consists in injuring or threatening to injure any one
giving the information required by the Act. It may be expedient and even neces-
sary to punish persons who, by previous threats, attempt to deter others from

giving evidence in a court of law, or subsequently injure them for having given
such evidence ; but the objection to the enactment contained in the 3d section of
this Act arises from the great laxity of expression used in the definition of the
crime. Neither the nature nor the amount of the injury to be threatened or in-
flicted is ascertained ; nor is it even stated that the motive of him who threatens
or inflicts it, must be that of preventing or punishing the disclosure.

For these reasons I have felt it my duty to advise His Majesty to disallow this
Act; and I have no doubt that the Legislature will see the propriety of omitting,
in any future Act on the same subject, those grounds of objection which have been
noticed.
 

— No. 334, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 January 1836.
Two Acts, passed by the Legislature of the island of St. Christopher’s in the

months of July last, having been transferred by His Majesty in Council to the
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that
Committee have reported to His Majesty in Council their opinion that the said
Acts should be left to their operation. Ihave the honour to transmit to you here-
with an Order of His Majesty in Council, dated 21st December 1835, approving
that report.

1 have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 335. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 16 October 1835.
I consipER it proper to trouble your Lordship with the accompanying tran-

scripts of correspondence relative to the commitment to gaol in St. Christopher’s,
of Mr. Cable, editor of the Advertiser of that colony, for an alleged contempt of
the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas; and trust it will not appear to

your Lordship that I have unduly exercised on His Majesty’s behalf His Royal

prerogative of pardon in this instance.
I have, &c.

(signed) E.J.M. MacGregor.

 

Enclosures in No. 335.

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government House, 18 September 1835.
Tnave the honour to enclose the copy of a letter I have received from Mr. Cable, re-

esting me to forward the accompanying petition, with three newspapers, the references

 

ereto being marked in the columns as per margin.

. I have, &c.
His Excellency the Governor (signed) W. Greatheed Crooke,

of the Leeward Islands. President administering the Government.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Common Gaol, Basseterre, 17 September 1835.
Your Honour having declined to interfere on my behalf with the decision of the honour-

able Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, I have the honour to request that your
166.—]]., Honour
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ST Honour will be pleased to transmit my petition and its enclosures to his ExcellencythCHRISTOPHER, Governor-general, in order that his Excellency’s pleasure may be, had thereupon, .
—_—— T have, &c,

(signed) Samuel Cable,
 

(No, 3.)

TO his Honour William Greatheed Crooke, Esquire, President administering the Govern-
ment of the said Island and of Anguilla, Chancellor, Vice-Admiral and rdinary of the
same, &c. &c. Kc.

The humble Petition of Samuel Cable, Printer, of the said Island.

Sheweth,

TuatT your petitioner hath for several years past conducted in this island a newspaper,
called “ The Saint Christopher Advertiser and Weekly Intelligencer.”
That in such his capacity of public journalist, your petitioner did, in a number of hig

paper, published on the 25th of August last, offer certain remarks upon a recent judgment
of the Ronourable court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of the said island, whereby
a decision of a s pecial magistrate was reversed.

That your petitioner was induced to offer such remarks upon the aforesaid judgment by
his belief that the aforesaid judgment was contrary to law, and that it would operate asa
grievous hardship upon many apprenticed labourers in this island.

That the honourable court aforesaid were pleased at their sitting, on the 28th day of
August last, to pronounce a certain paragraph of the aforesaid remarks to be a contempt of
the honourable Court, and to issue their summons for the attendance of your petitioner.

That the honourable court, on you petitioner’s averment that he did not intend a con-
tempt of the honourable court, were pleased to take bail for your petitioner’s further appear-
ance on the 14th day of September instant, thereby meaning to afford to your petitioner an
opportunity, in the interval, of expressing his disavowal of such intention.
That your petitioner did accordingly, in the next number of his paper, published on the

ist day of September instant, ‘‘ disavow, in the most extended and ample sense to which
by the custom of language the words are entitled, all insinuation of wilful or corrupt par-
tiality in reference to the court.” Your petitioner also disavowed, ‘in like manner,” any
meaning “‘ whatsoever which might be assigned to his expressions inconsistent with the
court’s honesty and integrity.”

That on your petitioner’s appearance on this present 11th September before the honour-
able court, in fulfilment of his recognizances, the honourable court was pleased to say, that
your petitioner had, in his publication of the 1st instant, added insult to the contempt of
which he had been guilty in his previous publication of the 25th day of August, and did
then declare (Mr. Assistant Justice Tyson being dissentient thereon), the judgment of their
honours to be, that your petitioner should be confined for the space of three months in the
common gaol, and that, at the expiration of his imprisonment, he should enter into secu-
nity. himself in 200 /., and two sureties in 1002. each, to keep the peace for twelve months.

our petitioner respectfully submits that he had a right to discuss the judgment of the
honourable court, and to allude to the constitution of the honourable court; that the para-
graph which proved so obnoxious to the honourable court was, if fairly and candidly read,
no contempt at all; and that, by your petitioner's disavowal on the 1st day of September
instant, all possibility of misconstruction removed.
Your petitioner, therefore, respectfally and earnestly solicits, that your Honour will be

pleased, by virtue of His Majesty’s prerogative vested in your Honour, to discharge your
petitioner from all the pains and penalties of the said judgment.
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. &c. Kc.

Common Gaol, Basseterre, 14 Sept. 1835. (signed) Samuel Cable.

 

No.4 A.)

TuE following is a copy of the decision of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas
on the subject of the legality of compelling tradesmen to work in the field, recently brought
before the court by certiorari. . .

“ The court having given the deepest consideration to the decision of the special magls-
trate in the cases of Jem Burham, registered as a cooper and predial attached apprentice “

the Clay Hill estate, John James Amory, esq., and of David, registered asa blacksmith an
predial attached apprentice of the Needsmust estate of Captain William Woodley, com-
plaining against their respective directors for having ordered them, being tradesmen, to
perform field labour, proceed to deliver their judgment thereon.”
“In arriving at this decision, the court find among the apprenticeship laws lately esta-

blished, that by the third clause of an Act intituled, ‘An Act for prescribing theduties at
regulating the conduct of apprenticed labourers within this island,’ it is enacted, Tha
every predial apprenticed labourer shall be bound and compellable by law to conform be
self or herself, at all times, to all the rules laid down by any person or persons having the
control or management of the estate on which such apprenticed labourer may be employfor



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES, 823

for the good government of such estate;provided that such rules do not militate, in any
respect, against this or any other Act of this Island.”
“ Now the only Act that at all bears upon this directory clause, or throws any light upon

it, is the Act intituled ‘An Act to divide apprenticed labourers into several classes ;’ and
by the first clause of the last-mentioned Act it is enacted, ‘That from and after the gist
day of July 1834, all persons then slaves shall bedivided into three distinct classes; the
first of such classes to consist of predial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and
comprising all persons who, in their state of slavery, were usually employed in agriculture
or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands belonging to their
owners; the second of such classes to consist of preedial apprenticed labourers not attached
to the soil, and comprising all persons who, in their state of slavery, were usually employed
in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands not
belonging to their owners; and the third of such classes to consist of non-predial appren-
ticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not included within either of the
two preceding classes, To this clause the following proviso is annexed: ‘Provided always,
that no person of the age of twelve years or upwards shall be included in either of the
said two classes of predial apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall, for twelve calen-
dar months at the least next before the 28th August 1833, have been habitually employed
in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce.’
«This proviso, as well as the body of the clause, contain the exact words of the Imperial

Act, and, it will be observed, relate exclusively to the classification, and not to the duties
in the class, which alone is thesubject of the present motion. The classification, which is
not disputed, embraces (as Mr. Solicitor-general remarks) the tradesmen of estates within
the class of predials attached. In this the court agree with Mr. Solicitor-general, and
consider their opinion to be entirely in the spirit of the Imperial Act, which seems intended
to bar domestics alone from the class of preedials, because, being at the call of their masters
both night and day, it was thought a difference should be made between their term (if not
description) of servitude and that of the labourers whose services can only be exacted for

forty-Ave hours in each week.
“But how far can this apply to tradesmen, who, consisting of carpenters, coopers,

masons and blacksmiths, constitute a considerable part of the strength of an estate, and,
unlike domestics, are employed in their particular vocation for not more than one half of
the year? Are they, when the business by which they are designated is finished, to do
nothing, or what may they do? May not the mason be sent to the mountain to cut wood,
or the carpenter hole Jand, or the cooper watch canes, or be an overlooker, or the black-
smith drive a cart or the rough, or either of them do the work prescribed for the others?
Allis field work in its varieties, and therefore, if part of it is admitted as lawful, by what
rule is another part of it excluded as unlawful ? the court think the line cannot be drawn
with any legal or reasonable distinction between different employments; nor can they, by
a general decision, prevent the occurrence of a particular grievance without causing a loss
of service to the master that will bear no proportion to the instance of hardship. This,
however, may always be remedied, if it shall be found that such employments have been
resortedfo as a punishment, or shown to be incompatible with the bealth of the person so
employed.
“ In the opinion of the court, if the Act of Parliament had contemplated such refined

distinctions, or wished to interfere with such details, it would have been more particular and
copious in its expression. However the business of the court, at present, is with the law as
it exists, and as they are not judges of its fitness or unfitness, of its expediency or inexpe-
diency, but solely of its letter, guided, as far as they can be, by its spirit, the court, con-
struing the law to the best oftheir ability, are of opinion that it contains nothing to warrant
the decision of the special magistrate, and consequently direct the same to be quashed.”

(No. § B.)

In our last number we published a judgment of the Court of King’s Bench and Common
Pleas of this island, reversing a decision of a special magistrate as to the right, and conse-
quently the power, of the director of a plantation to employ the artisans on his estate in field
labour. Believing that the judgment in question will give rise, in numerous instances, to
Stievous hardship, and differing widely in opinion from the court as to the law of the case,
We take an early opportunity of placing our views upon this subject before our readers.
The propriety of a classification which adopts the mechanics onestates as preedials attached,

we shall examine hereafter; for the present we waive the discussion of its correctness, and
eee‘0 contest the reasonings on which this judgment is supported by those who pro-

ed it.
f Che latter part of the 16th clause of the Imperial statute for the abolition of slavery, sets
orth that “ it is necessary that regulations should be made for the preventionor punish-
ment of anycruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury which may be done to or inflicted
aon any apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to their services.” We appeal to
nydisinterested person, possessed of an average understanding, whether, on the common

principles of morals, it is or is not cruel, unjust, wrongful and injurious to transfer acar-
olde cooper, mason or blacksmith from his handicraft to the labours of the field? What is

-labour? It is toil of the severest and most unremitting description; to dig with the
oe, to hew with the bill, to carry burdens. It is to be exposed to the elements, to be
166.-—J scorched
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scorched in the sun, and drenched in the rain; to stand with bare feet now on burnin
marl, and anon on cold slime. These circumstances, which are in themselvesevils,
birth to another evil; they render this kind of occupation degrading. Was it neverh
that in these islands men had maimed themselves to avoid such labours? Was itnever
heard that mothers had given pernicious substances to their children, so by stunting and
dwarfing their growth, to disqualify them for agriculture? We need only look at the jJudg-
ment before us to learn that this transference is an injury; ‘ such employments are not to
be resorted to as a punishment.” Punishment! we thank their honours for teaching us that
word. Punishment implies the withdrawal or infliction of something whereby a change of
situation is produced, to the disadvantage of the sufferer. We have, then, the admission of
the court that the alteration of employments they were considering was in its nature and
effect such, that it would readily present itself to notice as a means of punishment. Not-
withstanding this admission, however, the court states an opinion that if the Act of Parlia-
ment had contemplated such refined distinctions, (to wit, between works of skill and clod-
breaking) or wished to interfere with such details, (videlicet the protection of the mechanic
from being compelled to carry baskets of reeking and dripping manure upon his head), it
would have been more particular and copious in its expression.
The Imperial statute, as we have seen, commands theprevention or punishment of an

cruelty, injustice or other wrong or injury which may be done to or inflicted upon an
apprenticed labourer by the person entitled to his services. It obviously uses the words
cruelty, injustice, wrong and injury in a general and popular sense. No one will dispute
that, by declaring the necessity of regulations to prevent or punish certain acts, this law
declares those acts to be unlawful. We therefore entertain a belief that its letter and spirit
alike forbid the practices which were brought under the notice of the court, and the legality
of which the court was pleased to assert.
The restriction imposed appears to us absurd and nugatory. The only allegation which

can excuse or palliate the infliction by one man of injury upon another, is the previous
receipt of injury. The language, then, of this restriction, rightly interpreted, is, you shall
not, for strong reasons, do that which for insufficient reasons, or for no reasons at all, you
may do. Again, a party exercising, even for purposes of punishment, the powers conferred
on him for other purposes, by this judgment has only to Ee silent, or to say that caprice, or
his own necessities, and not the fault of the sufferer, induced him so to exercise it, and all
remedy is by this decision precluded.

‘Cui plus licet quam debet, semper plus velle quam licet. We think we have already seen
practical evils result from the opening which has been, in this instance, afforded to op-
pression; and we candidly confess that we expect to witness more.
The question cannot be considered as set at rest. Constituted as the court is, the majo-

rity of its members have a direct interest in reaching the conclusion to which they have
attained. We are happy, however, to mention, to the honour of the impartiality of the
Hon. Thomas Tyson, that he was, as we have been informed, dissentient from his col-
leagues.

give
eard

 

(No. 6 C.)
On Friday, the 28th ultimo, we, Samuel Cable, the editor, printer and publisher of this

. +paper, were summoned to appear before the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas,
then being in session by adjournment, to answer to a charge of contempt towards the
honourable court; the alleged contempt being contained in the concluding paragraph of the
animadversions which, in the last number of our journal, we deemed it our duty to offer
upon a late judgment of the court.
We appeared accordingly. ;
After certain observations from some of the members of the bench, from his honour the

Solicitor-general, from Mr. Rawlins, K.C. and from ourself (a more detailed account ot
which will be found in another part of our columns), the court was pleased to take bail
(ourself in 200/.,-and two sureties in 1002. each) for our further appearance on Monday,
the 14th day of this present month, Co

This temporary suspension of proceedings was stated to be with a view ofaffording
an opportunity, in the meantime, of publicly in this our journal retracting the matter an
disavowing the meaning which occasioned the displeasure of the court, and thus of re-
hieving ourselves from the consequences of that displeasure.

Wehave but little to retract, and but little to disavow. .
Our first sentence in the paragraph alluded to is “ the question cannot beconsidered at

set at rest.” This we cannot retract, for we believe that there are magistrates in the Pe
commission who would carry the question to a court of error, and across the water to the
Privy Council, rather than acquiesce in a decision which they considerunsound. _
Our second sentence in the same paragraph is, “ constituted as the court is, the majority

of its members have a direct interest in reaching the conclusion to which they have
attained.” Neither can we retract this. Of the five members, of whom the court 1s com

posed, four are we believe engaged in the direction and management of estates. So ble
then from retracting; we repeat,—the majority of the court have a direct and palpab:
interest in reaching the conclusion to which they have attained. . 1

Nay, we will go further—we are to be frightened neither into absurdity nor into falsehoou
we will go further, and we distinctly and unequivocally refuse to disavow a beliet, nie
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this direct and palpable interest may have produced in the minds of their honours an
involuntary bias to a particular opinion.

Our next and final sentence runs thus ; “ We are happy however to mention, to the honour
of the impartiality of the Honourable Thomas Tyson, that he was, as we have been in-
formed, dissentient from his colleagues.” Neither in this statement, supposing that we had

been correctly informed as to the tact, do we discover anything to retract or disavow.
That the honourable gentleman referred to should come to a conclusion at variance with

his interest, was indubitably to the honour of his impartiality. That his colleagues should

come to a conclusion in unison with their interests, did not at all bring their impartiality
jnto controversy. ‘The arguments urged on their attentionby the learned counsel for the
appellants, may have appeared to them so forcible and convincing as to have left no doubt
upon their minds. Their impartiality may be of the most exalted character, but the con-
juncture of circumstances was not such as to call it into exercise and display.

“ Full many a gem of purest ray serene
The dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear;
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.”

We have since been certified that we were misinformed as to Mr. Tyson’s sentiments, and
that he was in accordance with his colleagues. ‘The case being so, we cheerfully admit
that the praises we bestowed on that honourable gentleman’s impartiality were as super-
fluous and as much cut of place as would have been similar praises applied to that quality
in reference to the other members of the bench.
What then do we retract or disavow? We disavow in the most extended and ample

sense to which by the custom of language the words are entitled, all insinuation of wilful or
. corrupt partiality in reference to the court. We disavow in like manner any meaning what-
soever which may be assigned to our expressions inconsistent with the court’s honesty and
Integrity.

What we have written we have written. While in deference to the court as the oracle of
the law, we make this disavowal, we claim to ourselves, as professing some acquaintance
with the force and meaning of English words and phraseology, a right to maintain that
there does not exist in the paragraph which’ introduced us to the especial notice of
the court, the shadow of a reason for the court’s interference.
Having said thus much, we have done. Their Honours, we are persuaded, are fully ac-

quainted with their duties, and sensible to their responsibilities as high ministers of justice.
We are but humble journalists, but we trust, we also are acquainted with our duties, and
sensible to our responsibilities, in such our less lofty capacity.
We know the rights of the press ; we believe those rights to form one of the most effec-

tual guards of civil freedom ; for those rights we are prepared to encounter the spoiling of
our goods, the imprisonment of our persons, the peril of our lives. Sanguis martyrorum
semen Ecclesie. We hold, with a confidence derived from lessons taught by the history of
all time, that opinions are well recommended to general acceptation by the disinterestedness
with which they are espoused, and the fidelity with which they are maintained amidst
danger and difficulty. e are wedded to what we conceive to be the truth, with a fervour
of affection that will make us cleave to our bride through better and through worse.

 

(No. 7.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 10 Oct. 1835.
Your Honour’s letter of the 18th did not reach me until the 28th ult., accompanied by a

petition proceeding from Mr. Cable, editor of the St. Christopher Advertiser, for his dis-
charge from all the pains and penalties of a judgment of the Honourable Court of King’s
Bench and Common Pleas of that Island, condemning the said editor for an alleged con-
tempt, to confinement for three months in the common gaol, and at the expiration of that

term, to enter into security, himself in 200/. and two sureties in 100/., each to keep the

peace for 12 months.
No explanation of the precise case in which the discussion originated that has led to the

unpleasant circumstance of Mr. Cable’s commitment, having been afforded byyan Honour,
I have to request that omission may be supplied for the consideration an decision of
the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, and supported
by. such observations as your Honour and the Court of King’s Bench may be disposed to
offer.
Adverting to the last paragraph of Mr. Acting Attorney-gencral Shiell’s opinion, here.

with forwarded, it would appear that the displeasure of the court was excited under the

linpression that an imputation was meant to be cast on their integrity by Mr. Cable, when
observing “ that constituted as the court is, the majority of its members have a direct
Interest in reaching the conclusion to which they have attained ;” but that the petitioner
has declared that he “ disavows in the most extended and ample sense, to which, by the
custom of language, the words are entitled, all insinuation of wilful or corrupt partiality in
teference to the court;” and “in like manner any meaning whatsoever which may be

‘assigned to our expressions inconsistent with the court’s honour and integrity.” ;
In these circumstances, considering that the court is thus vindicated, not only by its

own act, but by the testimony of the prisoner himself, from the aspersion supposed to have
166.—IT. been
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been levelled against its dignity and reputation, and having reason on the highest official
authority to know, that “ the abstract right of commitment for publications reflecting on
the administration ofjustice is indisputable ; but it is a right which the judges ofEngland
exercise with the utmost caution, tenderness and reserve.” | deem it my duty to desirethat your Honour will be pleased to grant His Majesty’s free pardon to Mr. Cable,causinghim to be immediately liberated from gaol, and from the exaction of securities forfuturegood behaviour, which it is altogether contrary to the practice of courts in England on
such occasions to require.

I have, &c.
His Honour (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor,

The President of St. Christopher's,
&e. &e. &e.

(No. 8.)
Sir, 5 October 1835,

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the goth of September
last, with sundry papers from St. Christopher’s, forwarded to me by command of his Excel-
lency, with his Excellency’s desire that I would give my opinion on the following points.

ist. The merits of the decision of the court as to the apprenticeship law bearing on the
case.

2d. As to the petitioner.
gd. Whether there be any cause why his Excellency should not liberate the prisoner from

further punishment.
I have now the honour to report my opinion on the above points for his Excellency’s

consideration.
Nothing in the Imperial Law for the abolition of slavery is to be found directly bearing

on the particular question to which the decision of the court is directed. The Act appears
to have contemplated the classification of the apprenticed labourers, and not the duties to
be performed by the respective classes ; but that classification, based as it is upon the usual
employment of the slave before his freedom, must regulate the duties to: be performed by
the labourers in their respective classes. The Act has separated the apprenticed labourers
into three classes, but they may easily be reduced for simple illustration into two; the
first consisting of the preedial labourer, who, in his state of slavery, was usually employed
in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce; the second, the non-preedial
labourer, comprising all labourers not included in the first class.

There are many important distinctions between the two classes. The first has the term
of apprenticeship extended to the year 1840 ; the secoud has it limited to the year 1838. But
then the first cannot be obliged to labour more than 49 hours in the week, while the
second’s time of service is unlimited, and he is at the beck and call of his emplover at all
hours and all seasons, Constant and unremitting service is required only from one
description of labourer, namely, the domestic or menial servant. The menial or domestic
servant, it would seem then, composes alone the second class, while all the other effective
labourers, be they what they may, are comprised in the first. But though the Legislature
has not descended to the minutiz of duties to be performed in the respective classes, it con-
templatesin the most ample manner the prevention of any cruelty, injustice, wrong oF
injury which*may be done to the apprentice, either by the assignment of duties or services
disproportioned to his strength or ability, in any other way. The delicate outdoor sempstress
may be comprised in the first class of labourers, who, from infancy has been employed
only in needle-work; to order a person of this description to the laborious occupation of
the field, I think would be cruel. Similar cases may occur amongst the artizansof an
estate. Each case, 1 think, must be decided upon its own peculiar merits and circum-
stances. Iam, therefore, of opinion, that the decision of the court, a8 a general propo-
sition, is neither repugnant to the letter nor the spirit of the Imperial Statute. .
Second.— Any person may canvass with decency and respect, and in the candid spirit of

fair investigation, the judgment of a court of justice. But in so doing the party must be
cantious that he does not overstep the prescribed bounds, and under the hollow pretext of
honest discussion, attribute impure motives to the judgment of the court, or express him-
self in a manner tending to bring the administration of justice into contempt. The peti-
tioner does not appear to have used very unbecoming language towards the court, such 28
make him guilty of a contempt to it, and such as render him amenable to its censure and
punishment.
Third.—The object of punishment is either to amend the offender, or to operate upon

others by example. If these objects have been effectually attained there can be no cause
why his Excellency should not liberate the prisoner from further punishment.

‘The court seems only anxious to secure its jurisdiction from contempt.
For this purpose it afforded the petitioner an opportunity of applying a salve to the

wound which he had inflicted. It is fur his Excellency to determine whether the petitioner
availed himself of the opportunity to apply the balm, or to poison the wound by the infusion
of more malignant matter.

(signed) § John Shiell, Acting Attorney-General.
Henry Loving, Esq.

Acting Private Secretary.
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Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.
Sir, Downing-street, 31 December 1835.

I nave received your despatch, dated 16th October, respecting the case of No. 336.
Mr. Cable. .

I approve your remission of the sentence pronounced on that gentleman by the

Court of King’s Bench of St. Christopher’s. Notwithstanding the weight due to
the authority of that tribunal on all ordinary occasions, I am compelled to
regard with some hesitation any judgment of theirs in which the members of the
court were also the parties and the accusers.

I cannot perceive that even Mr. Cable’s original statement merited punishment,
since it amounted to nothing more than the assertion of a fact, which, as far as I
can perceive, is not contradicted, and which, if correctly understood by Mr. Cable,
it deeply concerned the whole society to know; for if the contempt consisted in the
supposed suggestion of an inference injurious to the character of the judges, I know
not how that construction could have been more forcibly disavowed than in
Mr. Cable’s second publication.
Even if Iam mistaken in these opinions, I must still think that Mr. Cable was

entitled, according to the uniform practice of the courts of this country in similar
cases in modern times, to a trial by a jury of his peers.

Passing to the question which gave occasion to these proceedings, I concur, with
some modification, in the opinion of the Attorney-general of Antigua, that the law
does not forbid the employment in all cases, in field labour, of pradial apprentices,
whose habitual occupation in their state of slavery was that of mechanics.
The Act of Parliament and the Act of Assembly are alike silent on the subject;

nor do I perceive that any general rule could have been laid down for the regula-
tion of the labour of this class of persons, which would not have created more diffi-
culties than it could have removed.

I agree, however, with Mr. Shiell, that the right of the employer to the services
of his predial labourers in every description of work connected with the estate, is
narrowed by that general principle which forbids any cruelty or oppressive use of
the employer’s powers, and that each successive case, as it arises, must be brought
to the criterion of that general principle.
Ido not concur in the Attorney-general’s statement, that the non-praedial class

is to be composed exclusively of domestic servants. Mr. Shiell is, I think. inaccu-
rate in stating that there is no other class of apprentices whose services may be
required at any season and at any hour. The same thing is true of fishermen,
mariners, boatmen, porters and, in a lower degree, of artizans of every kind em-
ployed in various trades, such as journeymen bakers, butchers and many others.
Torestrict the class to domestic servants would be to exlude large bodies whose
claim rests upon precisely similar grounds.
Ido not understand by what right the Court of King’s Bench undertook to set

aside the order of the special magistrates on the occasion to which Mr. Cable re-
ferred. The 15th section of the Act of Parliament gave to those magistrates the
sole and exclusive jurisdiction in all questions of this nature, and the reservation
contained in that clause of the existing authority of the superior courts seems to
me to enable those tribunals to confine the magistrates within the limits of their
appropriate jurisdiction, not to authorize them to review the accuracy of any
decision which, within those limits, the special justices may pronounce. If the Act
18 in this respect defective or ambiguous, it may be necessary to apply to Parlia-_
ment for an explanatory enactment.
You will transmit a copy of this despatch to the officer administering the govern-

ment of St. Christopher's, who will be at liberty to communicate it to the judges. -

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 337.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart. to Lord Glenelg. No. 337.

1 My Lord, Rouseau, Dominica, 2 February1 836. y

HAVE the honour to forward Reports by the stipendiary magistrates of St. Chris- 2 4 4,
topher’s, transmitted by Mr. PresidentCrooke, in the hope that the success of the Ney

100,—IT, apprenticeship
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apprenticeship system in that island may prove satisfactory to His Majesty's Go-
CHRISTOPHER, yernment.

Enclosures in
No. 337-

. Ihave, &e.
(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor,
 

Enclosures in No. 337,

(No. 1.)

A Report on the working of the Apprenticeship System in the District of Basseterre,
To determine with accuracy whether the system of apprenticeship has, in its actual

operation, attained the objects which induced its establishment, it must be considered in
various points of view.

After my attentive observation, I do not find that the gratification with which the creat
though imperfect improvement already effected in the condition of the labouring popula-
tion is received by them is alloyed with any discontent; nor do I find that the prospect ofa
future and more advantageous change excites restlessness and impatience.
The control which was formerly exerted over the actions of an apprentice being Cimi-

minished, and his personal freedom increased, additional opportunities for crime must
necessarily be afforded, and it may perhaps have been anticipated that its commission
would become more frequent. Bearing in mind that almost all the offences of slaves,
except those of a very grave character, were dealt with by a domestic jurisdiction, an
examination of the judicial proceedings of the year last past will, I think, lead to a con-
clusion that the system of apprenticeship has not, in the slightest degree, exercised an
injurious influence upon the conduct of the labouring classes in their relation to society in
general.
° The present system of labour, like that of which it took the place, is a system of com-
pulsion. I have much satisfaction in being able to express an opinion, that the abolition
of the private authority of the master, and the substitution of a more formal and less prompt
and summary method of enforced exertion have not been followed by any failure of energy
in the pursuits of agriculture and manufacture. The average quantity of work now per-
formed in a given time is, according to the best information | can obtain, as high as during
the existence of slavery.
A very large majority of the labourers readily work for wages during the greater part of

the time which is by law appropriated to them for their advantage and enjoyment. To
some, however, such as mothers of families, those hours are a matter of convenience, for
the surrender of which the price of labour is no adequate compensation. Others cultivate,
in one portion of their time, that land the use of which they have purchased in another;
and, in a third, visit the town, which depends mainly upon them to dispose of the results
of their industry.
A sugar estate, from the nature of the machinery generally employed in the preparation

of its produce, and from the influence of uncertain seasons upon the cane harvest and upon
planting, requires, at some periods, extraordinary applications of labour, in addition to the
quantity usually employed. I feel pleasure in stating, that with scarcely a single excep-
tion, I have. found the apprentices willing, for a moderate consideration, to work as the
exigencies of the property might require.
The personal qualities of the individuals entrusted with the superintendence of estates’

have a great effect in rendering their direction easy or difficult. There are two estates in
this district on which the interference of a special magistrate has never been required either
by master or servant. There are several on which the need for such interference is rare.
There are some of which it may be said that that functionary has an important share in
their management.
Ofhis rights of personal security of property in a certain portion of his own labour,

of his claim to supplies of provision and clothing, and to medical care in sickness, the
apprentice is well aware. Instances not frequent have occurred of an infringement of these
rights; redress has been afforded, and I think I may venture to say, that the labourer
believes himself perfectly secure of always obtaining it.

In concluding this report, I beg to record my conviction, that all classes of thecomme-
nity may congratulate themselves upon those alterations in their social system which have
already taken place, and may look forward with cheerful confidence to those which are yet
to be accomplished.

Basseterre, 12 Dec. 1835. (signed) PF. Robinson Taylor,

Special Magistrate.
 

(Wo. 2.)

District of Christ Church, Nichola Town, and St. Mary Cayon.

Sir, . Cayon, 11 Dee. 1835,
In reply to your Honour’s despatch of the 28th ult., requiring from me a report ol his

working of the apprenticeship system in my district, I beg to state, that considering iy
system to be without parallel, and beset with those difficulties which must attend any
: . : in theintermediate state between absolute slavery and absolute freedom, leaving much 10 eer

P
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wer of the parties mainly affected by it to injureand annoy each other, of which, I grieve
to say, not unfrequent advantage is taken. Considering these facts, I have the honour to
to that the apprenticeship system in my district is working at least equal to my best

‘ tions.

“ my not omit to remark, and I trust it will not be deemed out of place, upon the com-
plaints which are preferred before me against the apprenticed labourers; ist, that they are

very rarely of an aggravated nature; and ¢d, that they are much fewer in number from

those estates which are under the control of resident proprietors than from those under the

direction of deputies. . ;
Neither, I am happy to say, have the complaints against employers generally been either

frequent in number or of an aggravated nature. ;

Wherever a good understanding exists between the labourers and their employers, I feel
confident that a better probationary system than the one under notice could hardly have

been devised. 1am also convinced that, in its most perfect state, it is inferior in moral and

political advantages to a state of perfect freedom, which alone affords the most effectual

remedy for mental dissatisfaction, namely, separation.

Asa general principle, I am gratified in being able to report, that I have found the plan
of inducing to labour by friendly admonition preferable to the system of coercion by cor-
poral punishment, which is never had recourse to but in extreme cases.

For the number and nature of punishments inflicted in my district, I have great satisfac-
tion in pointing your Honour’s attention to the monthly returns which it 1s my duty to
transmit to your Honour. Contrasting these with the number distributed among an equal
amount of population in any society, } think your Honour cannot fail to arrive at a conclu-
sion in the highest degree favourable to the apprenticed Jabourers in this district.

I have, in conclusion, to report to your Honour, that agreements for extra work are gene-

ral in this district, and that they prove of very beneficial tendency.
His Honour I have, &e.

William Gratheed Cooke, Esq., (signed) Ralph B. Cleghorn,
President administering the Government, Special Magistrate.

&e. &e. Kez

 

(No. 3.)

Sir, Dieppe Bay District, 30 November 1835.
I sec to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of date November 28th, requesting

me to furnish you with a report of the working of the apprenticeship system within my
district, which | proceed to do, premising that, as I have resided in this colony little
more than two months, the information I can satisfactorily lay before your Honour will
not be so extensive as a longer experience would justify me in placing at your disposal.

‘The apprenticeship system in my district is working well. The proprietors are, I am
_ generally assured, obtaining a greater quantity of work from the apprenticed labourers than
they were accustomed to obtain from them when slaves.
The apprentices having a portion of time at their own disposal, are in most instances

working with alacrity, universally manifest a disposition to hire themselves out when oppor-
tunity is afforded them for so doing; and in my opinion are gradually learning to estimate
justly the rights attendant on their present condition, and at the same time to understand
those restrictions on absolute freedom, which are everywhere necessary for the well being
oF society.
Since my arrival in this district I have been actively engaged in establishing a system of

task-work.

The scale which I have adopted, and which I have as yet seen no reason to deviate from,
was. compiled previously to my arrival, by Mr. Special Magistrate Olphert’s, of No. 4 Dis-
trict, who was assisted in the same by some experienced agriculturists of this island. It
provides for the more usual occupations on estates. I have represented it to the planters,
explained it to the apprentices, and where both parties have concurred in its adoption,
consider it as any other agreement is sanctioned by law.
Advantages which amongst others it offers to the proprietors and directors of estates

are—
1. More labour, and properly executed, is obtained from the apprentices.
2. The trouble attendant on the driving system, which is necessary even now where the

apprentices work by time, is principally avoided. .
Many advantages accrue under this system to the labourers. They can without incon-

venience to themselves generally finish their day’s task by two or three o’clock, having
thus three or four hours after resting and taking their noon meal, to cultivate theicprovi~

slon grounds, or to occupy for their own benefit in any other way they chose. The are in-
sured the Saturday (this rate of labour being for five days of nine hours) which is of great

service to them, as they have the opportunity of going to the markets to sell the produce of
their provision grounds, or to hire themselves out for wages on that day. I have succeeded
in establishing this system on eight estates, my district comprising 24, and I feel confident
that it will, ere long, become prevalent in this neighbourhood; for though at present there
isadisinclination on the part ofa few planters to adopt it, and on some other estates the
ances decline its conditions, 1 have heard no valid objection brought forward
aSauist it,

The apprenticed labourers universally prefer working nine hours for five days to 74
100.1, ~ hours
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hours for six days,and I am glad to be able to state that I have succeeded in obtaining this
rate of labour, with only one exception, throughout my district. °

T am convinced that their having the Saturday is of great importance, affecting not
only their present comfort and prosperity, but also their prospective welfare, as by thus
possessing an opportunity of earning wages, they are acquiring a just idea of the advan.
tages of free labour and of independent resources. Many of the principal Proprietors in m:
district hire apprenticed labourers on the Saturday: the rate of wages generally is two bits
(9d. sterling), 13 bit or one bit per diem, according to the age, and ability of the individual,
My opinion that there is no want of disposition on the part of the negroes in this neigh.

bourhood to work in their own time for a fair remuneration is supported by the fact ofmy
having met with no difficulty in obtainipg their consent to agreements providing for extra
work during the forthcoming crop-time. The substance of these agreements, which var
in minutie in different cases, is that the apprentices shall have land to cultivate for
themselves (an eighth of an acre at least), that they shall be permitted to keep their stock
on the estate pastured, and to cut wood and grass from the proprietors’ land for their
own use or for sale, and that they shall be supplied with an extra quantity of provisions,
In consideration of these privileges, the apprentices engage to keep the mill at work from
six o’clock in the morning until eight o’clock at night for the first five days of theweek,
and, if required by the employer, on the Saturday also, being paid for that day at the
rate of wages general in the neighbourhood.
The number of punishments awarded by me during the two months I have had the charge

of this district (which contains 2,232 apprenticed labourers) is 151. I should state that
this amount is one-third greater than it otherwise would have been, in consequence of m
having had occasion to punish the whole gang on one estate, sentencing them to extra
labour for their employer.

In conclusion, I am happy to have it in my power to inform your Honour, that I have
generally found the proprietors and managers liberally inclined towards the apprentices
under their direction, granting them indulgences and privileges which the law does not
demand, and that no complaint has yet been substantiated before me by an apprenticed
labourer against his or her employer.

To his Honour I have, &c.
The President administering the Government, (signed) Robt. Murray Ramsey.

Ke. &e. &e.

(No. 4.)
Si, No. 4 District, 6 December 1835.

In answer to your Honour’s letter, dated November 27th, I have much pleasure in stating,
for your information, that the system ef apprenticeship under the Abolition Act isworking
as well as its projectors and those interested in the agriculture of the country can wish.
The number of offences are daily decreasing; and instead of the sullen and inefficient

labour which characterized the commencement of the apprenticeship, has succeeded a
vigorous and honest industry. By the monthly returns enclosed, your Honour will observe
that Table (A.) for the month of October, as compared with the preceding month, shews a
diminution of punishments amounting to 70, and the return for November, as compared
with October, a further decrease of 78.

This pleasing change arises from several causes. .
1. The improved acquaintance of the apprentice with the laws relative to his condition.
2. The knowledge which all possess, and the majority highly estimate, that after they

have rendered honestly the prescribed weekly labour, they are in all respects as essentially
free as any other subject in this community.

3. The increased confidence of the apprentice in the advice and decisions (although
against himself) of the special magistrate.

4. The good understanding which in this district almost universally prevails between the
apprentices and those over them, arising from the humane and kind exhibition of the autho-
ny of the latter in the performance of their duties.

astly, I may add, that the change may have been accelerated by the extension of a plan
of task-work, which I have been long maturing, and now submit to your Honour’s obser-
vation, and which is fast spreading, to the mutual satisfaction of employers and employed.
I first obtained permission to try it upon an estate called the Bottom, which is euperintended
by a humane and most worthy manager, called Joseph Salter. It has now been in opere-
tion on this estate some months; and from the moment of its adoption until now, there has
not occurred an instance of misconduct.

It has also been adopted on the Belle Tete, the Little Sir Gillis’s, Somersall’s and the
Burt’s estates two months; and out of the number of apprentices on those properties, but
two instances of slight punishments have occurred up to this date. Some weeks since I had
the satisfaction of adding the Godwin estate to the number. This estate has been a source
of immense trouble and anxiety to me: it is daily improving, and I feel confident of a steady
decrease of crime on this estate.
The cheerfulness with which the apprentices who enjoy the benefit of this system of task-

works perform their labours is highly gratifying to me; their daily labour is scarcely evef
protracted beyond three o’clock, p.m., and seldom after noon. Thus they have abundant
tme to cultivate their provision grounds (everything to them) during the first five days of
the week, and the Saturday, which was formerly occupied in this necessary duty, is at
leisure, either to be employed in their business or as a source of profit in labouring for hire,

opportunities
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opportunities for which are plentifulin this district. And on this point I have much satis- ST.
faction .in being able to report a decided change in the dispositions of the apprentices, viz, CHRISTOPHER.
an anxiety to be hired in their leisure hours. I have received notice from the proprietors —_—
and managers of three estates of their intention to immediately adopt the “task-work,” and
hope, in a few months, to be able to. report that almost every estate in the district is working

under the plan. Wherever the apprentices are permitted the advantages derived from it,
they have immediately and unhesitatingly contracted to work off the crop under the terms
specified in the enclosed copy; by which it will be seen that every comfort of time, land and Copy not received.
permission to keep stock have been secured to the labourer for 12 months, as well as the

extra labour required during crop time to the employer.
The overseers of estates are required to keep a diary of the quantity of work performed

by the apprenticed labourers; as from the nature of the soil, occasionally they may not be
able to complete their day’s task, whilst on other days they can readily exceed it. Before
they quit the field the overseers are called upon to acquaint them how they stand, and
enter (if any) the deficiency in the debtor column, or if otherwise in the credit column; the
diary will be inspected by the stipendiary magistrate, when visiting the estates, who will
acquaint the apprentices whether they owe labour to the estate or otherwise, and require
the contracting parties to fulfil the agreement.
Up to this date (December 6th), however, no arrears exist, notwithstanding all the various

kinds of labour which the task-work embraces, have been fairly tried, which shows how
favourable it is to the apprentice, and how much he values the few leisure hours he obtains
by it. Whilst the master, according to the report of Mr. Salter, obtains more labour and
as well performed than he had under the old slave system.
The principal objection that is urged against its adoption is, that it is calculated through

over exertion (in order that the task may be speedily gone through as possible) to fill the
sick house; the contrary, after some months trial and from the report ofJ. B. Waterson,
esq. M.D., the medical attendant of the Bottom, Belle Téte and Burt’s estates, is most per-
fectly established.

{ cannot conclude my letter to your Honour without rendering a just tribute to the cha-
racter of the proprietors and managers of estates in this district, by stating that I consider
the success which has attended the working of the apprenticeship in this division of the
island, and its present tranquil and satisfied condition, to be more owing to their humane
and generous treatment of the people under their charge, together with the good disposi-
tions of the apprentices in general than to any efforts of mine. Every suggestion which I
have made has heen listened to with deference, and in most instances adopted; and it is
with the utmost sincerity that I state I have every reason to be grateful for the assistance
and kindness with which my endeavours for the mutual interests of master and apprentice
have been uniformly met. ,

 

__ His Honour I have, &c.
The President administering the Government, (signed) R. Olpheris.

&e. &e. Ke.

Taste (B.)

RETURN of the Nuaper and Errecr of the Rerurns of Punisnmexts received by the Governor of St. Christopher from the Special Magistrates,
from the 1st September 1835 to g1 May 1836.
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NEVIS.

 

— No. 338, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Batt., to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

NEVIS. Sir, St. Christopher, 2 August 1834.
No. 338. I po myself the honour of forwarding transcripts of Acts passed by the

President, Council and Assembly of Nevis; viz.
. 1st. “ An Act toestablish a Local Constabulary Force on the several Plantations

in this Island.”
aese Proprietor of plantation may appoint his labourers constables, in the proportion
Ybey0.1 of two to every 100, who shall be sworn to do their duty before a magistrate, and
Y be answerable for the good order of the estate; shall receive same pay as con-

stables, and wear uniform. Proprietor to return list of such constables to
secretary of the island, and a general list, made therefrom, to hang up in his
office. Proprietor neglecting for one week to make such constables, to pay 50 4.
penalty. Act to be in force three years. .

2d. “An Act for the Summary Punishment of Common Assaults and Batteries,
and of Riotous and Disorderly Conduct, in the Island of Nevis.” ;

Persons guilty of common assaults or batteries, or riotous conduct or abusive
language, to be convicted before two magistrates, liable to pay a fine of 101, or
be in gaol 60 days; the fine to go into the treasury, and if not paid, offender
liable to imprisonment for two months. If prosecutor suffered personal loss, fine
may be awarded to him; if trivial, magistrates may dismiss it with a certificate to
party accused, who cannot be proceeded against for the same offence. Any
assault, accompanied hy attempt to commit felony, not to be adjudicated by the
two magistrates.

yD oh

 

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor,
Governor.

 

— No. 339.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir BE. J.M. MacGregor, Bart.

No. . .
339 Sir, ‘Downing-street, 28 February 1835.
ae I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

wat Council, dated the 7th instant, leaving to their operation six Acts passed by the
ys! ree Legislature of Nevis in the months of June and August last.

SQe 7”

we I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 

— No. 340. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. WZ. MacGregor, Batt.,
to Lord Glenelg, dated Antigua, 8 September 1835.

No. 340.
Tue enclosed letters from the President of Nevis relate to the subject of your

hideVapers printed Lordship’s circular Despatch to that officer of the 15th of June last.

Houscof<‘ommona, 1¢ June 1835, No. 278-1, p. 8.
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Enclosure in No. 340.

Sir, Government-house, Nevis, 24 August 1834.
I nave had the honour to receive a circular Despatch from the Right Honourable Lord

Glenelg, of the 15th June, on the subject of the special magistracy.
I consider it to be my duty to state to your Excellency the circumstances under which

the special commissions were granted by my predecessor, Mr. Daniell, and, as far as I have
been able, to ascertain his views upon the subject.
The special commissions were dated on the 4th of August 1894, at which time no stipen-

diary magistrate had arrived in the colony, and when the labouring classe’ were in a state
of most alarming insubordination, and in the neighbouring islandof St. Christopher in open
rebellion.
Under these circumstances Mr. Daniell, knowing that gentlemen who must of necessity

be precluded by domestic engagements from devoting the whole of their time to the dis-
charge of most arduous and responsible duties, would cheerfully, for the welfare of their
country, give a portion of that time to the performance of these duties, appointed ten
special magistrates, two for each parish in the island.
With respect to the gentlemen selected for this office, it may be observed that they are

most of them proprietors, or otherwise much connected with the colony. It is, I presume,
scarcely necessary for me to observe, that in a small community this could not have been
avoided. I am myself aware of only one gentleman, resident in the island, altogether
unconnected with it, and whose character and respectability qualifies him for the office of
a special magistrate; I allude to Mr. Duke, who has been placed in the special commission
by myself.
Yahe gentlemen selected by Mr. Daniell, and to whose nomination he had conceived that
nothing could be objected, were principally the chief and assistant justices and members of
the Council.

I have now, in obedience to Lord Glenelg’s instructions, recalled all special commissions,
with the exception of that granted to Mr. Duke; at the same time I pray that your Excel-
lency will urge the necessity of His Majesty’s Government immediately appointing two
more stipendiary magistrates, without which I do not hesitate to give it as my opinion, that
the interests of the island will suffer very materially.

Previously to the receipt of Lord Glenelg’s Despatch, I had commencedaletter to your
Excellency, pointing out the disorderly and disaffected state of the labouring population,
and the necessity that there should be three stipendiary magistrates, residing at equal
distances round the island, without which obedience to the law cannot be enforced.

it is impossible that any colonial law in furtherance of the British Act can be milder
than ours, or the burden of apprenticeship rendered lighter. I have heard of no abuse of
power, or of any just cause of complaint against the master; but I regret to say that the
disposition to conciliate upon his part, has :n most cases been met, if not with insolence and
opposition, at least with passive resistance, by refusing to work, during the crop, for wages
on the Saturday, or their extra hours; and six cases in which valuable pieces of canes have
been destroyed by fire, have occurred under such circumstances as to leave no doubt but
that they were the acts of incendiaries.

In the island of St. Christopher the very prompt and decided measures adopted by your
Excellency in August last (and which were most decidedly productive of much good here),.
have been attended with the most beneficial results in that colony, having been seconded
by the active conduct of the magistracy, and the crop has been taken off with cheerfulness
and dispatch, while in this island the very reverse has been the case.

Independently of these considerations, I would observe that, from the geographical figure

of the island, with a large mountain in its centre, it would appear that fewer than three
magistrates residing at equal distances round the island, could not maintain good order on

the estates; at present to prefer or answer to a complaint before the stipendiary magistrate,
Occasions to persons residing in the opposite part of the island the loss of an entire day.

 

. I have, &c. ;

oan His Excellency (signed) Josiah Webbe Maynard, President.

Sir E.J.M.M acGregor, Bart.,
&e. &e. Ke.

Sir, Government-house, Nevis, 24 August 1835.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a circular Despatch from Lord Glenelg

of the 18th June, requiring certain returns therein specified.

ReturnNo, 1 contains the names of all special magistrates removed from office. ;
0.2 is a return of the number and nature of the punishments inflicted on apprenticed

labourers by the stipendiary magistrate for this island. The special magistrates, I find, have
ept no such record, having received no remuneration for their services, and consequently

not deeming it to be incumbent upon them to do so, particularly as our colonial law has in
every Instance guarded against any severity. . .

0. 3. With respect to this return, I am unable to afford any satisfactory information,

further than that in this island the purchasing of the unexpired term of apprenticeship has

een considered as a civil contract between the labourer and his employer, our colonial law

eclating a simple acknowledgment from the latter to be sufficient for all intents and
Purposes; consequently, to my knowledge many apprenticed labourers havepurchased sion
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redemption from further servitude, without having occasion to apply to a special magistrate.
and in no instance has any objection on the part of the employer been offered. ,

No. 4. No instructions whatever have been given to the special magistrates as to the
extent and performance of their duties, the colonial law having been considered assufficiently
explanatory on all subjects.

I have, &c.

(signed) Josiah Webbe Maynard, President,
His Excellency Sir.E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.

&e. Ke. Ke.

 

(No. 1.)

Return of the Names of the Special Magistrates removed from office by the authority of
the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

 

The Hon. James Maynard. The Hon. Joseph Stanley.
— George Webbe. Thomas John Cottle.
— George Samuel Wattley. Peter Thomas Huggins.
— John Huggins. Walter Maynard, jun.
—— Josiah Webbe Maynard, jun. Philip Protheroe Claxton.

(No. 2.)

Return of the Number and Nature of tht Punishments inflicted on the Apprenticed
Labourers of Nevis, by the Stipendiary Magistrate, from 6th August 1834 to 31st July
1835.

Women.
Absenting from estate, &c. - - = = imprisonment - - = - 8
Ditto - - - - - + + = stocks with ditto - - - - 2
Insolence and refusingto wor - + = ditto - ditto- - - - 3
Insolence and riotous conduct - = - ditto - ditte- - - =- 31
Disobedience of orders and refusing to work - ditto - ditto - - - + 6
Theft - -  - - = =- - = ditto - ditt0o- - - - 41
Excessive insolence, &c. - -  - + solitary confinement - - - 6

ToTaAL - - - 178

= S51 z

Neglect of duty - -
Ditto - - - -
Insolence - - -.
Disobedience of orders
Ditto with neglect of duty
Absenting themselves -
Ditto - - - -.
Theft - - - -

imprisonment with flogging
- ditto - -  -

ditto - - -
ditto with stocks
ditto with flogging
ditto - ditto
ditto - - +
ditto with floggingo
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The undersigned has to observe that apprenticed labourers sentenced to work to make
up lost time are not here inserted, only those committed to gaol.

(signed) Charles Kenny, ;
Nevis, 12 August 1835. . Stipendiary Magistrate for Nevis.

 

(No. 3.)

RetuRN of the Names and Number of Apprenticed Labourers who have purchased the
unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for the same, up to
the gist July 1835:

Names : £. 8s. d.
Wm. Carroll - 5 8 -sterling.
Job Williams - 410 - —
Susannah Nisbet 312 - —
Patty Senior - 210 - —
Robert Paris - br- =
Nancy Scarborough - - + - = 210

The undersigned begs to observe that he is cognizant of many others, but they Have not
thought proper to registei their papers in his book, although gratis.

(signed) Charles Kenny, .
Nevis, 12 August 1835. Stipendiary Magistrate for Nevis.
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— No. 341. — —_—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.
' MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 11 December 1835.

I nave received your Despatch of the 8th of September, enclosing communi- No. 341.
cations from Mr. President Maynard, in which he recommends the appointment
of two additional stipendiary magistrates to the island of Nevis.

I have to desire that you will express to Mr. President Maynard my regret
that I should be precluded, by the existing distribution of magistrates in the West
India Colonies, from complying with his suggestion to assign more magistrates to
Nevis.

 

— No. 342, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Mf. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835. No. 342.
I Have the honour of transmitting the enclosed documents received from

1 . . ~ co eg C..
Mr, President Daniell, in reference to your Lordship’s circular Despatch of the \n,
15th June last, relative to stipendiary and special magistrates. au,

 

. 2 .f6.
I have, &c. , “Se

signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor.

Enclosures in No. 342.
Sir, Nevis, 6 October 1835.
Iuave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor’s communication of the —_Enclosures in

5th inst., with an extract from his Excellency the Governor-general’s letter, requiring my No. 342
opinion as to the expediency of an increase of stipendiary magistrates. —_—

I beg in reply to observe, the Right honourable the Secretary fer the Colonies having
deemed the consent of two special magistrates necessary for carrying into effect certain
clauses of the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery, a second magistrate is indispensably neces-
sary. I consider that number amply sufficient for this island, provided the colonial legis-
lature will establish an efficient police, a house of correction, with cells for solitary confine-
ment, and a tread-mill.

 

 

I have, &c.

His Honor (signed) Charles Kenny,
The President Administering the Government. Stipendiary Magistrate.

S Names of s Names of t N | Additional Names of
oF} ‘ EC! a $ ames sneci. oistratepennies | SpelMagus | Nance sanbero Sipne| SSC ie. : of Stipendiar . a

A interested in ApprenticedLabour, but uM me t y diary Magistrates| be desirable to retain
i still mu connecte iiagistrates,pprenticed Labour. with Colonial 5society. 8 recommended. for the present.

Hon.James Maynard.|Hon. Joseph Stanley. |Charles Kenny. One. Thomas Duke.
~ John Huggins. - Josiah Maynard.

- George Webbe. | Philip P. Claxton.
- G.S.W. Wattley! Walter Maynard.

Peter Thos, Huggins.
Thomas John Cottle.     

General Obsercations and Reasonsfor the Recommendation in the above columns.— the total number
aapprenticed labourers in this island (although greatly reduced in consequence of many having pur-
ona’ their release from apprenticeship), amount to nearly 7,000, and are distributed over an extent
present na 00 large to be comprised within one district. . Many estates in the windwarddistrict, at
r uD er the charge of Mr. Duke, are distant 12 miles from the residence of Mr. Kenny, the
‘pendiary magistrate, which must preclude his visiting these estates as frequently as would appear to
iecessary for the purpose of maintaining good order, und for the protection of the apprenticed

TS.
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— No. 343. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, . Downing-street, 23 January 1836.
I nave received your Despatch of the 16th October, with an enclosure from
r. Kenny, upon the subject of the number of stipendiary magistrates, which the

interests of the island of Nevis required to have stationed there.
On the 11th of December I informed you that I had not the means of assign-

ing an additional magistrate to Nevis, as had been solicited by the president of the
island, and to that answer I must refer you upon the present occasion.

With reference to Mr. Kenny’s opinion that, as I have deemed the consent of
two special magistrates necessary for carrying into effect certain clauses of the Act
for the Abolition of Slavery, a second stipendiary magistrate is indispensably
necessary, 1 have to observe that, if Mr. Keuny alludes to my Despatches of the
27th and 28th July last, declaring the consent of two magistrates to be required
for effecting the transfer of apprentices from one plantation to another belonging
to the same owner, which instruction had no less an authority than the Imperial
Act itself, the difficulty thereby created may, as it appears to me, be obviated by
requesting the officer in command of the detachment at Nevis to act gratuitously
as a special justice for the removal of the apprentices. If this, however, be impos-
sible, I am aware of no sufficient reason against directing one of the four magis-
trates stationed at St. Kitts, to repair to Nevis, as occasions of this nature may
arise for his presence. The distance between the islands is so trifling, that
I cannot conceive that the difficultyto which Mr. Kenny alludes, may not by this
means be removed, even if the first expedient I have suggested should be
inadmissible.

T have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 344, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 28 October 1835.
Rererrine to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 27th July last, I do myself the

honour to forward, to your Lordship’s address, a letter from’ Mr. President Daniell,
together with copies of communications that have taken place between that func-
tionary and myself relative to the accompanying Act. Your Lordship will perceive
by my letter (Enclosure No. 2) that I had instructed that officer to make the
alterations required by your letter of the above-mentioned date, but which has not
been attended to.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 344.

(A).

My Lord, . Government-house, Nevis, 14 October 1835-
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the copy of an Act, intituled “ An Act

to alter and amend an Act, intituled, “An Act to provide for the maintenance, protection
and good government of Apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction ofSpecial
Magistrates,’” which has been passed by the legislature of this island with a view to
meet the objections to the original bill contained in your Lordship’s Despatch to his Excel-
lency Sir Evan MacGregor, of the 27th July last. o
As I deem it of the utmost importance to the interests of the inhabitants of this island

that the Act should be submitted for the approval of His Majesty in Council with the least
possible delay, I have considered it my duty to transmit it direct to your Lordship, con-
ceiving this to be one of those occasions on which such comninications may be per
mitted.

Yoat
Oe
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Your Lordship will perceive, thatin the clause giving summary process of ejectment

against apprenticed labourers trespassing on lands, the limitation of time has been extended

to two years. As this has been done in directaccordance with the instructions contained

in the Order in Council, proposed by your Lordship’s predecessors as a model for the

Colonial Legislatures, I venture to hope that the present enactment will be found satisfac-

tory to His Majesty’s Government.
I have, &c.

To the Right Honourable (signed) James Daniell, President.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies,

&e. &e. Ke.

 

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government-house, Nevis, 30 September 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch, enclosing

the copy of one from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the subject of the Act
assed by the Legislature of Nevis, in furtherance of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for

the Abolition of Slavery, a copy of which has been submitted to the two branches of the
legislature, in consequence of which an Act has been passed, intituled « An Act to alter and

amend in part ‘An Act to provide for the maintenance, protection, and good government of

the Apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and authority of Special Magis-
trates,’ a transcript of which, accompanied by a summary of its contents, I have now
the honour to submit for your Excellency’s consideration.
The Council and Assembly being impressed with a conviction of the importance of a

transcript of this Act (in the event of your Excellency being pleased to signify your desire
that it should be assented to) being forwarded by this packet, if practicable, have requested
me to forward it to Antigua by a vessel employed for this purpose, and to convey to your
Excellency their wishes on this subject.

I have, &e.

(signed) Josiah W. Maynard, President.
To His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor,

Governor, &c. &c. &e.

 

(No. 2.)

(Extract.)

Sir, Government-house, Antigua, 7 October 1835.
Ir your Honor will observe the rule laid down for my guidance as to the form of passing

Colonial Acts adverted to in your letter of the goth ultimo, you will at once be able to
inform the Council and Assembly that the transmission of the Act accompanying it is
utterly impossible by the next packet. .

I am necessitated, therefore, to return the enclosed copy of the Act relative to
apprenticed labourers, to be authenticated by your Honor’s signature and the great seal
as usual, but strongly recommending that it should be so modified as to embrace the
suggestion in Mr. Acting Attorney-General Shiell’s opinion, a copy of which is herewith
annexed.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.
To His Honor the President of Nevis,

&e. &e. Ke.

 

(No. 3.)
Sir, Government-house, Nevis, 21 October 1835.

, I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency duplicate copies of an Act intituled
An Act to alter and amend ‘An Act to provide for the maintenance, protection and good

government of Apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and authority of Special
Magistrates,’” together with summaries of its contents in duplicate.

I beg to inform your Excellency that, in consequence of the very great anxiety manifested
by the inhabitants of the colony that this Act should be submitted to His Majesty with as
little delay as possible, I have been induced to avail myself of the discretionary power
entrusted to me by your Excellency, and to assent to the Bill,in order that a copy of it
might be forwarded to the Colonial Secretary of State by the last packet. A duplicate of
my letter on this occasion is enclosed for the information of your Excellency.

I have adopted this measure with less reluctance than I should otherwise have felt, in
Consequence of that clause of the enactment of which your Excellency recommended the
modification, having been framed in strict conformity with the Orders in Council, proposed
as a model to the Colonial Legislatures by His Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.

To His Excellency Sir E,J.M.MacGregor, (signed) James Daniell, President.
Governor, &c. &c. Ke.
.166,--IT
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NEVIS,
SUMMARY.

Tue clauses in the “ Act to provide for the maintenance, protection, and good gover.
ment of Apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and authority of pecial
Magistrates,” which were deemed objectionable by the Right Honourable the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, have been repealed and re-enacted by the Bill herewith submitted
with such alterations as were suggested in Lord Glenelg’s Despatch. ,

Clause 1. The limitation of a week, as the period beyond which no complaint could be
preferred by an apprenticed labourer for neglect in supplying him with provisions, having

een deemed too narrow, the period is extended by this clause to one calendar month, >
Clause 2. This clause requiring the written permission of two special magistrates for

apprenticed labourers to be removed from one plantation to another, is now framed in
accordance with tie provision contained in the Abolition Act vf the Imperial Parliament,
It is proper that the circumstances should be explained under which the corresponding
clause in the former Bill was framed. It was understood by the legislature, that in pur-
suance of the plan laid down by His Majesty’s Government, only one stipendiary magistrate
would be placed in this island, and one only has in fact been hitherto recognized. Itisplain,
therefore, that to require the consent of two would have been idle and nugatory; and in the
summary accompanying the original Bill, the chief justice had the honour to state this
circumstance fully in explanation of the repugnancy between the Act of this island and that
of the Imperial Parliament in this particular. It was essential that the power to remove
apprenticed labourers from one estate to another should be retained, and it was presumed
that the intervention of one special magistrate would be wearly as effectual to prevent abuse
as that of two. A second special magistrate has been recently appointed pro tempore, and
the clause as it now stands is in accordance with the provision of the Abolition Act.

Clause 3. A limiting proviso, in accordance with the Order in Council (see page 17), has
been added to this clause as it stood in the original Bill, and protects the apprenticed
labourer from the process of summaryejectment, if he shall have had undisturbed possession
of the land in his occupation for the space of two years. :

Clause 4. It is presumed that the difficulty suggested in the original 32d clause has
béen removed by the insertion of the words, “ if such apprenticed labourer shall be willing
so to do.”

Clause 5. The clause declaring it to be lawful to impose the punishment of being once,
twice or thrice whipped, in addition to imprisonment, was taken, in substance, from similar
provisions in the Act 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 30. The extent of corporal punishment is now
limited to 30 stripes.

George Webbe, Chief Justice.

 

—No. 845, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. S7.
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, — Downing-street, 1 January 1836.
I Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 28th

October last, transmitting an Act passed by the Legislature of the island of Nevis
in October last, altering and amending an Act which they had formerly passed for
ihe Abolition of Slavery. As this Act obviates the objections which were raised
in my Despatch of 27th July last to the former Act, I have the satisfaction of
informing you that it will beleft to its operation, and that His Majesty will issue
an Order in Council declaring that the island of Nevis having made adequate and

satisfactory provision by law for giving effect in that island to the Act of Parliament
for the abolition of slavery, the colonists are entitled to participate in the com-

pensation fund.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

No. 345.

 

— No. 346, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 February 1836.
No. 346. Wirt reference to my Despatch of the 1st ultimo, I have the honour to
_ transmit to you an Order passed by His Majesty in Council on the 16th ultimo,

a allowing certain Acts passed by the Legislature of the island of Nevis, for giving
a effect
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efiect to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery. I also transmit an
Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing the same date, declaring that adequate
provision has been made by the Legislature of the island of Nevis for giving
effect by law in that colony to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 347. —~—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg, dated Roseau, Dominica, 1 February 1536.

HerxewitH I have the honour of forwarding to your Lordship the under-
mentioned Act passed by the Legislature of Nevis; viz.

“ An Act for establishing a Police Force and House of Correction in and for the
Island of Nevis.”
The colony being entirely destitute of any police establishment, this Bill is

intended to provide for organizing such a force, upon principles of permanent
efficiency, having especial regard to that state of society which will supervene in
a condition of unapprenticed freedom. For this purpose, the Bill directs a Board of
Commissioners to be appointed for the two branches of the Legislature, and
a central police station and house of correction to be established on a piece of
public land in the neighbourhood of the principal town. A sufficient number
of station-houses of Jess magnitude are also to be established at proper situations
in the island.
The police force at present contemplated by the Act consists of a superintendent,

or chief of police, who will also be master of the house of correction, six mounted
police constables and six on foot, all to be appointed by the Governor or President
administering the government, and to be paid quarterly from the public treasury;
but the number and salaries of this foree may be augmented or diminished if the
Board of Commissioners, with the sanction of the Board of Council and House
of Assembly, shall see fit. With the force, however, abovementioned, directing
and co-operating with the local constables on the plantations, it is presumed that
in this small colony the objects of a police system may be fully attained. The
general control over the police establishment is vested in the Board of Commis-
sioners, but the particular management of details belong of course to the super-
intendent. The salary of this officer is 300 /. currency per annum ; he is required
to give security for his good conduct, and is precluded from following any other
calling whatsoever.
As connected with matters of police, the 13th clause of the Bill imposes

2 penalty of any sum not exceeding 40s. currency on the driver of any carriage
or vehicle, not having reins, who may be convicted of riding on such carriage, and
op any driver of a carriage or person riding who may be convicted of causing
any hurt or damage by negligence or wilful misbehaviour, or any driver of a car-
riage convicted of being wilfully at a distance from his carriage, or of causing
Mterruption to the free passage of any vehicle or person, or of obstructing any
highway; and imposes on such driver a further penalty of any sum not exceeding 10/.
currency if it shall appear that any hurt or damage had been caused by such mis-
conduct; in default of payment the offending party to be imprisoned for any time
not exceeding two months. This is taken in substance from 13 Geo. 3, c. 78, s. Go.
By the 14th clause of the Bill authority is given to destroy all hogs and goats

found trespassing on any cultivated lands. The nuisance caused by these animals

Tanging through the streets of a town in a tropical climate, and the mischief
occasioned by them on land inastate of cultivation, is so great that no means
short of their destruction affords an adequate remedy.
The Bill makes provision for the establishment of a penal gang, under the

superintendence of one or more police constables, consisting of persons committed
to hard labour,

The regulation of the expenditure incurred on account of the police establish-
ment, and the framing of rules for the internal discipline of the house of correction,
are matters confided to the Board of Commissioners.

he usual protection against legal proceedings is afforded to the police constables;
and the Act is to continue in operation for five years.
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. There being no part of this Act at variance with the Royal Instructions, nor
inconsistent with the lecal laws of the island of Nevis, it is likely to conduce
materially to the good government of that island.

 

— No. 348. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Af
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 May 1836.
Two Acts, passed by the Legislature of the island of Nevis in the months of

September and November last, Nos. 121 & 122, having been referred by His
Majesty in Council to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade,
that Committee have reported to His Majesty in Council their opinion thai these
Acts should not be confirmed.

I have the honour to transmit to you an Order passed by the King in Council
on the 27th instant, approving that Report, accompanied by an extract from the
Report of the Committee, containing their Lordships reasons for recommending
the disallowance of the said Acts. -

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosure in No. 348.

Extract from a Report of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, recommending the
disallowance of Nevis Act, No. 122, for establishing a Police Force, &c. in the Island of
Nevis. (Printed in the Appendix, No. 139).

“ Becauss the effect of this Act is to transfer to a board of seven commissioners, ofwhom
five must be members of the Assembly, all the most important powers connected with the
police of the island, and to divert from the officer administering the government of the
island to the representatives of the people, functions which properly belong to the executive
authority; and because the Act enables the commissioners, and through them the House of
Assembly, to issue public money without the concurrence or knowledgeof the government,
and because these powers would continue to be so exercised even though the Assembly
should be prorogued or dissolved.”

 

— No. 849. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Batt., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Dominica, 11 June 1836.
I nave the honour to forward copies of letters from the President and Speaker

of the Assembly of Nevis, and a petition to His Majesty the King, from the
Council and Assembly, for the appointment of an additional stipendiary magis-
trate.

Should this prayer be accorded, it might perhaps be desirable to assign the
occasional services of one of the two magistrates in that case to be established in
Nevis, to the colony of Montserrat, and to remove to the Virgin Islands the
attendance, when in like manner necessary in that quarter, of a stipendiary magis-
trate from St. Christopher’s.

I have, &c.

(signed)  £. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No, 349.

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government-house, Nevis, 19 May 1836.
I uave the honour to transmit to your Excellency a petition to His Majesty from tho

Council and Assembly of this island, which I have been requested to forward. The copy
of a Despatch addressed to me on this occasion, by his Honor the Speaker, is enclosed
for your Excellency’s information.

I have, &c.
His Excellency Sir Evan Murray MacGregor, (signed) James Daniell, President.

&e. Ke. Ke.
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(No. 2.)
Sir, . Charles Town, 14 May 1836.

I nave the honour to enclose to you apetitionfrom the Council and Assembly of this
island to His most Gracious Majesty, on the subject of an additional stipendiary magis-
trate, which Tam to request that your Honor will be pleased to forward to the Colonial
Secretary of State for the purpose of its being laid before His Majesty.

I have, &c.

To His Honour the President Administering (signed) Joseph Stanley,
the Government. Speaker.

 

To the Kine’s most Excellent Masesty.

The humble Petition of the Cofincil and Assembly of the Island of Nevis,

Sheweth,
Tuar your petitioners have passed an Act, which has received Your Majesty’s sanction,

to carry into effect the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of
Slavery.

That, under some of the provisions of the said Act, it is imperatively necessary that two
stipendiary magistrates should decide. ,
That Your Majesty’s Government, in apportioning the number of stipendiary magistrates

to the different islands, have allowed only one to this your island of Nevis.
Your petitioners humbly represent to Your Majesty that the interests of all parties in the

island are very seriously affected by this arrangement. The scattered state of the popu-
lation, the difficulty of access to many of the estates, the island being very mountainous,
and other local circumstances, render it impossible for any one person, however active or
zealous, to perform the duties of the office of stipendiary magistrate for the whole
island.
Your petitioners beg to advert to the circumstances of the neighbouring island of

St. Christopher, with a population only double that of this island, having four magis-
trates, while here the onerous duties attached to the situation are entrusted ta the charge
of a single individual.
Your petitioners humbly crave Your Majesty’s gracious consideration of these circum-

stances, and venture to hope that the prayer of their petition will be granted by the appoint-
ment at Your Majesty’s hands of an additional stipendiary magistrate for this island.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

(signed) Josiah Webbe Maynard, President.
Joseph Stanley, Speaker.

 

— No. 350. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. IM.
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 August 1836.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 11th June last,

enclosing copies of letters from the President and Speaker of the Assembly of
Nevis, and a petition to the King from the Council and Assembly, praying the
appointment of an additional stipendiary magistrate in that island.

I have the honour to acquaint you in reply, that if by any different distribution
of the special magistrates within the Leeward Island government, the object of
the Council and Assembly of Nevis can be accomplished without injustice to other
colonies, I should be happy to meet their wishes; and I should wish to refer this
question to your own decision. But I cannot recommend to Parliament any aug-
mentation of the present number of the special magistracy, involving, as that
Measure would do, an addition to the very large grants which have already been
made for giving effect to the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

166.-—] I,

NEVIS.
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TABLE (B.)

RETURN of the Numser and Errecr of the Rerurns of PunrsoMents received by the Governor of Nevis, from the Srectar

Maaisrarates, from the 1st September 1895 to gist May 1836.
  

 

   

           
 

 

'
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tary confinement,
\_atay - 6,184 47 4 29 2 16 20 30 }month -| = + 7 days’ soli.

tary confinement,

VIRGIN ISLANDS.

— No. 351. —

en gi Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.
— to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Antigua, 16 July 1835.

No. 351. Documents in relation to the Virgin Islands, as received from Mr. President
Isaacs, are now forwarded for your Lordship’s consideration; wherein will be found
fully detailed the circumstances connected with the deprivation of food to which
the prisoners confined in the gaol of Tortola had been exposed, and from which
they were indebted for relief owing to the personal interference of Mr. Chief Justice
Wigley and Mr. King’s Counsel Lloyd. .

It will also be found that the chief justice and stipendary magistrate concur in
forcibly representing to the President, “that as far as it comes within our province
we cannot maintain that order, or enforce that due obedience to the law, so highly
essential to the welfare of this community, including of course the beneficial work-
ing of the apprenticeship system, without the power of inflicting imprisonment when
necessary; and we submit that we are at present totally debarred from exercising
that power, as we could not for one moment think of, or could we in any case con-
sent, to sentence any individual to confinement, when we know that byso doing we
not only imprison the individual, but make him subject to all the miseries attendant
upon hunger and want. The stipendary magistrate has already from this cause
been obliged, very lately, to discharge from confinement several apprenticed
labourers, and to enable them to go at large unpunished.”
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Enclosures in No. 351.

Extract of Despatcn from Mr. President Isaacs to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, dated Tortola, 6 July 1835.

I po myself the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, copies of
correspondence which has passed between Mr. Chief Justice Wigley, Mr. Collector Claxton,
Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordon and myself, which I understand is likely to produce
some salutary effect.
 

Sir, Road Town, Tortola, 11 June 1835.
I BEG to acquaint yourHonor, that from information which I received Jate to-day, I was

induced to suppose that the various prisoners confined ingaol were in a state of starvation,
having been without food for two days. I immediately repaired to the gaol, in the hope
that I should find such information incorrect; but I am sorry to be compelled to inform
our Honor that I found it too true, as the gaoler himself stated to me that no food had

been given to the prisoners since the day before yesterday! You may judge of the state
in which these unfortunate people were. Mr. King’s Counsel Lloyd (who met me at the
gaol) generously supplied the gaoler with cash to procure food for the prisoners for to-day,
and{ have directed the gaoler to call on me for money to purchase sufficient food for
to-morrow. The prisoners being thus relieved from the immediate miseries ofwant, | feel
it my duty to acquaint your Honor with the circumstance, trusting that you will be
enabled to procure the adoption of such measures on the meeting ofthe legislature to-morrow
as will prevent the recurrence of such a horrible event.

 

To His Honor the President, I have, &e.

&e. Ke, Ke. (signed)  F. Spencer Wigley.

Sir, Tortola, 12 June 1835.
Since framing our report to your Honor of the 1oth instant, we find that the person

who contracted with Mr. Bryan for the supply of the prisoners, as mentioned in that report,
has, in consequence, we understand, of the non-payment of the sum allowed by the country,
refused to continue the supply; and, consequently, for near two days the prisoners were
without food. This was, however, at length remedied by the contractor agreeing to continue
supplying the prisoners until the next meeting of the legislature. We make this circum-
stance known to your Honor, in the sincere hope that you may be enabled to procure the
adoption of such measures on the meeting of the legislature as will preclude the possibility
ofthe unfortunate prisoners being again allowed to experience the miseries of starvation. The
marshal has, we find, no power to compel the performance of the original contract, which
was to supply the prisoners until the month of August next, as the contract was never reduced
into writing, nor was any penalty fixed in case of failure; but more especially as the marshal
himself has failed in his part of the contract, by not paying the sum as agreed for the supplies ;
but such failure the marshal could not avoid, having received no payment from the country,
and he having already expended every farthing of his own.

We have, &e.

(signed) Robert Claxton, Collecior.
To His Honor the President, W. Gordon, Stipendiary Magistrate.

&e. Ke, Ke. F. Spencer Wigley, Chief Justice.

Sir, Tortola, 22 June 1835.
Havine waited some time in the hope (in which we were induced to indulge, from the

knowledge that your Honor intended to bring the matter before the legislature, as stated
by you to the chiefjustice, in reply to his letter of the 10th instant), that the precarious
mode offeeding persons confined in gaol would be amended on the meeting of the legis-
lature, but finding that the regular day of meeting passed without that body having assem-
led, we beg to suggest to your Honour the necessity of calling a special meeting of the
egislature, for the purpose of taking into consideration the dreadful state to which the
Persons confined in gaol have been and may again be reduced, from there being no
Means or fund provided to meet the expense of their maintenance. We are thus urgent with
your Honor, as we feel assured that as far as it comes within our province, we cannot
maintain that order, or enforce that due obedience to the laws, so highly essentialto the
welfare ofthis community, including, of course, the beneficial working of the apprenticeship
system, without the power of inflicting imprisonment when necessary ; and we submit that
We are at present totally debarred from exercising that power, as we could not for one
moment think of, or could we in any case consent to, sentencing any individual to confine-
Ment, when we know that by so doing we not only imprison the individual, but make him
Subject to all the miseries attendant on hunger and want. The stipendiary magistrate has
already, from this cause, been obliged very lately to discharge from confinement several
eeaabourers and to allow them to go at large unpunished. May we also venture

_— e - to
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to suggest to your Honor the expediency of calling the attention of the legislature to the
great probability which exists of the payment of the compensation-money being delayed, so
far as the Virgin Islands are concerned, in the event of their declining to remedy the present
evil; as, in such case, our duty will compel us to call the attention of His Majesty’s Go.
vernment to the fact that although these islands have passed very wholesome laws, pursuant
to 3 & 4 Will. 4, for the regulation of the apprenticeship system, still that they have ren-
dered those laws in a great degree, if not wholly, nugatory, by not providing the means of
feeding persons when committed to prison for a breach of such laws, thereby actually pre.
cluding the possibility of that punishment being inflicted. Thus we conceive that, notwith-
standing the legislature have so far met the views of His Majesty’s Government as to
enact laws forthe working of the apprenticeship system, yet they have not entered into the
spirit of the Act of Parlament (3 & 4 Will. 4), or fulfilled the intention of the framers
thereof, by not providing the means of carrying those laws into effect, so far at least as im-
prisonment may be necessary. ;
We venture thus to trespass on your Honor’s attention, as we wish that the legislature

should be made perfectly aware of the serious consequences that may result, not only to
themselves individually, but also to their constituents generally; and that they may be fully
advertised of the steps which we shall be obliged to pursue in the event of their not adopting
measures calculated to remedy the evils to which it has been our duty to call your Honor’s
attention.

We have, &c.

To His Honor the President, (signed) F.Spencer Wigley, Chief Justice.
&e. &e. Ke. W. Gordon, Stipendiary Magistrate.

 

Extract of a Letrer from Mr. President Zsaucs to the Honourable F. S. Wigley,
and Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordon, dated Tortola, 23 June 1835.

I wave received your communication of yesterday’s date, depicting the miserable state
of the prisoners confined in the common gaol, and suggesting the expediency, as the legis-
lature did not assemble on Friday last, the regular day fixed by their own rules for their
meeting for the dispatch of public business, of their being specially summoned to meet for
that purpose.

I shall, in accordance with your suggestion, cause special summonses to issue for a meet-
ing of the legislature on Friday next, when, should the call be attended to, I shall lay your
statements before them, and do all I can to press upon the House of Assembly the con-
sideration of the subject, and the necessity of the adoption of some immediate measures to
remove the existing evils, at all events so far as they relate to the state of the gaol, and the
condition of the prisoners confined therein.

 

— No. 352. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg te Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 1 September 1835.

By your present communication I learn that it will be impossible to carry into
effect the laws which may be enacted for the regulation of the apprentices, unless
the prison be established upon such a footing asshall justify the special magistrate
in making commitments. The chief justice, Mr. Wigley, and the special magistrate,
Mr. Gordon, in their letter to the President, of the 22d of June, have very pro-
perly suggested the question whether, so long as the present state of things in
regard to the prison continues, or so long as the recurrence of it is not provided
against, it will be possible for His Majesty in Council to declare that adequate and
satisfactory provision has been made by law for giving effect to the Abolition Act
in Tortola and the Virgin Islands, thereby entitling the inhabitants to the compen-
sation granted by Parliament. I can have no hesitation in expressing my persua-
sion that, without an effective security against the recurrence of the evils in question
for at least the term of apprenticeship, His Majesty in Council cannot be advised to
declare that the legislature of Tortola and the Virgin Islands, has made adequate

and satisfactory provision by law as required by the 44th section of the Abolition

Act, for giving effect to that Act by such further and supplementary enactments as

are described in the 16th section, amongst which are included enactments for the
maintenance of order and good discipline amongst the apprenticed labourers. |
have to desire that you will make my opinion upon this point known to the legis-
lature of Tortola, unless they shall have already placed the prison establishment

upona satisfactory footing for at least six years from the ist of August 1834.
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—No. 353. — VIRGIN
ISLANDS.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., —
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 17 August 1835.
I nave the honour of transmitting the enclosed documents received from the No. 353.

President of the Virgin Islands, in reference to your Lordship’s circular Despatch Por og
Ire,

of the 15th June last, relative to stipendiary and special magistrates. Spatey, War De
Mr. President Isaacs and Mr. Gordon concur in considering one stipendiary Vide Pad, June,

magistrate equal to the performance of the required duties in that colony; and the tinted bee
former recommends (Enclosure No. 3,) that an allowance of from 801. to 1001. ,7° Hous order of
should be granted for the purpose of enabling that officer to visit occasionally the Ng 0J, Com.. coat an,
various islands comprised in it. 278.7 ©1836

. p. 3
The sum suggested seems to me moderate and reasonable, but the climate of

the West Indies is so uncertain, that sudden attacks of severe indisposition are
common to all descriptions of Europeans; and this consideration influences me in
suggesting that the presence of an additional stipendiary magistrate in the Virgin
Islands may be found advantageous to His Majesty’s service.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 353.

(No. 1.)
Sir, Tortola, 30 July 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch of the
21st instant, enclosing extracts from some passages of a circular Despatch addressed
to your Excellency from Lord Glenelg, dated the 15th ultimo, in relation to special
magistrates now serving in the colonies, as appointed under the Act for the Abolition of
Slavery, and also forms of returns in duplicate, which your Excellency requested may be
filled up and sent back with the least practicable delay, together with a report from the
stipendiary magistrates of their opinion as to any increase of their body they may deem
indispensable, as well as to the number of special magistrates whose aid they may think it
advisable in the meantime to retain ; also to receive any general observations I may have to
offer on the subject. In obedience to which I: have the honour to enclose a copy of the
report of Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordon relative thereto, and to forward herewith the
required returns, filled up, in duplicate. .

Enclosures in

No. 353+

I have, &c. .
(signed) William Rogers Isaacs, President.
 

(No. 2.)
Sir, Tortola, 29 July 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor’s letter of this day’s date,
referring me to an annexed extract of a despatch from his Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray
MacGregor, dated the 21st instant, and requesting my opinion as therein required, to enable
your Honor to comply with his Excellency’s commands. In reply to your Honor, I have to
State that, since my arrival in this colony, I have performed the duties of stipendiary
magistrate unassisted by those gentlemen who, previous to my arrival, had been appointed
special magistrates, and who then declined doing any further duty without remuneration.
Itis, therefore, my opinion, founded on the experience of the past year, that an increase of

® stipendiary magistracy in this island is unnecessary.
oon after my arrival I informed your Honor that, from the want of conveyance, I was

unable to visit the different islands in this Government, and the same cause prevents me
now from performing that part of my duty.

 

 

 
 
 

I have, &c. ; ; ;
(signed) W. Gordon, Stipendiary Magistrate.

(No. 3.)

s Names of 8 james of N Additional Names of

i is t . : ‘
athe eetrates Trot interenedin i ~ end Number of Stipen- Special Magistrates

A interested in Apprenticed Labour, but of Supmoe diary Magistrates| be desirable to tain
‘Apprenticed Labour, with Colonial Society. ; Magistrates. recommended. for the fresent.

—

None, None. i Wm. Gordon, None. None.
Lieut, R.N,

i  
magical Obsercations and Reasons for the Recommendation in theforegoing columns.—Three special

: : Pili i” The Hon, Wilson Lawson, the Hon. Thomas Marsh, and George Williams Lawes,

owas
8-5
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VIRGIN Esq., were appointed special magistrates, and acted in that capacity previously to the arrival of
ISLANDS. Stipendiary-magistrate Gordon, but their commissions were then revoked, in consequence of their

—_— refusing to continue their services without a suitable remuneration. I at that time entertained the
opinion that one stipendiary magistrate could not effectually discharge the duties required of bim under
the Slavery Abolition Act, and that it would require at least two additional magistrates to perform the
duty as it related to the adjacent islands within the government. The experience, however, of the
past year has demonstrated that Stipendiary-magistrate Gordon will be sufficient to perform efficient!
the duties and carry into beneficial operation the apprentice laws of the Virgin Islands. It is, however
desirable that he should occasionally visit these adjacent islands, some of them distant 20 or 30miles
from Tortola, which may be accomplished by an additional allowance to that functionary of 802. to
100 J, sterling per annum, for providing boats, &c.

(signed) William Rogers Isaacs,
Tortola, 30 July 1835. President,

 

— No. 354. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 18 October 1835.
I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 17th August,

transmitting the information called for by my circular of the 15th of last June,
relative to stipendiary and special magistrates.
With reference to Mr. President Isaacs’ recommendation, that an allowance of

from 807. to 100. sterling should be granted for providing boats to enable the
stipendiary magistrate to visit occasionally the islands comprised within his com-
mission, I have to acquaint you that the sum of 1501. having been granted to the
magistrates in order that they might obtain due accommodation, and find the
means of repairing to all parts of the districts assigned to their care, it will be
necessary that any expense to which Mr. Gordon may be exposed for boat-hire
should be defrayed out of that fund.

In the event, however, of the commissary upon the station raising a difficulty as
to the payment of the allowance, on the ground of its not according precisely
with the terms of my circular of the 15th July, you will have the goodness to
inform the President that the charge for boat-hire being absolutely necessary,
owing to the local circumstances of the Virgin Islands, for the due performance
by the magistrate of his duties, he is at liberty to state upon the certificate which
will accompany the warrant for payment, that this service entitles the magistrate
to the allowance of 1501, equally with the claim for house-rent and horse-hire.
With respect to your suggestion of supplying the Virgin Islands with an

additional ‘stipendiary magistrate, in order that the public service may not be
interrupted by the casual indisposition of the single magistrate stationed there,
I need only refer you to my Despatch, (St. Christopher, 14 October 1835,) from
which you will learn, that I have made such an arrangement with regard to the
number of magistrates for that island, as appears to me well calculated to supply
the means of meeting any temporary demand which may arise for the services of
an additional magistrate in the Virgin Islands.

No. 354.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 355, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir. E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 25 August 1835. _
IHAvE the honour of transmitting a letter and certain returns from the Presi-

8% dent of the Virgin Islands, forwarded by that officer in obedience to instructions<9

gw . : je
we’ received by his Honor from your Lordship direct.

abt
Sager I have, &c.

A °

wee (signed) =E. J. Murray MacGregor.

No. 355.
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Enclosures in No. 355.
My Lord, . Tortola, 15 August 1835.

I nave received your Lordship’s circular Despatch of the 18th June 1835,requiring. in
conformity with an Address of the House of Commons, dated 1st June 1835, certain returns
therein mentioned; and I have now the honour, in obedience to your Lordship’s com- 7;
mands, to forward, through his Excellency Sir Evan J. MacGregor, Bart., the said several by on DeryDri

INtedreturns.
Foe er oft

. I have, &c. ote, te
The Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, (signed) William Rogers Isaacs, On,

Ke, Ke. Ke. President of theVirgin Islands.

Enclosures in

No. 355.

 

(No. 1.)

RETURN of the NamEs of all Sprcian or SripENDIARY Macis7Rates who have been
removed from or resigned their Office, with the Reason for the same, so far as the same
can be communicated.
 

 

   

Names of all Names of all :
Special Magistrates who have Reasonsfor being removed, or { Stipendiary Magistrates who Reasons forbeing

been removed from, resigning their Office. have been removed from, removed, or resigning

or resigned their Office. or resigned their Office. their Office.

Wilson Lawson. Appointments _re-
Thomas Marsh. voked on the arrival
George W. Lewes. of the  stipendiary None. None.

magistrate, in conse-
quence of their refusal
to act without remu-
neration.

(signed) William Rogers Isaacs,
Tortola, 15 August 1835. President of the Virgin Islands.

(No. 2.)

RETURN of the Nature and Number of Punisumenrs inflicted by the Authority of Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordox
upon Apprenticed Labourers, from the 1st day of September 1834 to the ist day of August 1835.
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(A true extract from my Journal.) (A true copy.)
signed W. Gordon, S. J. P. (signed) Wm. Rogers Isaacs,

Tortola, 15 August 1835. (signed) , President of the Virgin Islands.
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VIRGIN
ISLANDS. (No. 3.)

RETURN of Persons who have Purchased the Unexpired Term of their Apprenticeshi
since the 1st day of August 1834 to the ist day of August 1835, and the several Sams
paid for the same.
 

NAMES. Amount Paid inNumber.
Currency,

 

Dido -
Goney = -
Thomas Roach
Nanny = = -
Tamardo -
Cotto -
Harry -
John Blunder -
Augustus M‘Cleverty
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Secretary’s Office, Tortola, 15 August 1895.

I do certify the above to be a true extract, taken from the book of record of the relin-
quishments of apprenticeship, for which consideration-money appears to have been paid,
and the amount thereof.

(A true copy.) (signed) John C. Isaacs,
Wm. Rogers Isaacs, Colonial Secretary.

President of the Virgin Islands.

 

(No. 4.)

RETURN of Cortss of Instructions given to the Special or Stipendiary Magistrates,
as to the Extent and Performance of their Duties.

Nong, except such as were contained in the four Emancipation Acts which passed in the
Virgin Islands, in conformity with the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of
Slavery, copies of which were delivered from the Colonial Office to the stipendiary magis-
trate of these islands on his appointment to the office.

Tortola, 15 August 1835. (signed) William Rogers Isaacs,
President of the Virgin Islands.

 

.

—No. 356.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Batt., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 14 September 1835.
No. 356. 1 Bee to be honoured with your Lordship’s commands upon the subject of the

pretension, as explained in the Enclosures of Mr. George Hill of Tortola, to
o, 3:4 exact from his apprenticed labourers the amount of work which they may be pre-

BE MG. <ge. Vented, by the inclemency of the weather, from performing for him at the regular

<nva 1835: Period.
“a. 10SOP I have, &c.,x y

d

- 109h

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor;
Governor.

w
e

9 \
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Enclosures in No. 356.

(No. 1.)
Sir, Tortola, 28 August 1835.

I wave the honour to forward your Excellency herewith, a copy of a letter addressed to
me by Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordon, inclosing the copy of a case which he had
submitted to Mr. Lloyd, the Crown lawyer, for his opinion thereon, in consequence of a
uestion having arisen between him and Mr. George Hill, the proprietor of Long Bush estate

in this island, whether or not, he, Mr. Hill, could compel the apprenticed labourers on his
estate to make up the time lost by them, owing to the boisterous state of the weather
experienced here on the 13th instant, and on which Mr. Gordon is desirous to obtain the
decision of His Majesty’s Government. I also have the honour to enclose a copy of Mr.
Lloyd’s opinion on this subject, which accompanied Mr. Gordon’s letter.

he course which Mr. Lloyd recommends the stipendiary magistrate to pursue until the
uestion is decided, I coincide in, but it is very desirable that this matter should be finally

settled, and I therefore crave your Excellency’s instructions for my guidance on this point.

I have, &e.

(signed) § William Rogers Isaacs, President.

 

(No. 2.)
Sir, Tortola, 24 August 1835.

I Bee leave to submit for your Honor’s information, a copy of a case which I submitted
to ihe Crown lawyer, Mr. Lloyd, for his opinion. The circumstance which gave rise to
the question was an application made to me on the 14th instant, by Mr. George Hill, pro-
prietor of Long Bush estate, to know if he could legally compel the apprentices upon his
estate to give up a part of the time allowed to them by law, to make up time lust to him, by the
boisterous state of the weather on the 13th instant. 1[ was struck with the injustice of his
application, but as the case was -altogether new, and the law being directly silent on the
subject, [ submitted the case for the opinion of the Crown lawyer, who agreed with me in
opinion, that, if from circumstances beyond the control of the apprentice, loss of time
accrued to the master, the apprentice cannot be compelled to make up such loss from the
time allowed to himself.

I have therefore to request that your Honor will be pleased to submit this case for the
decision of His Majesty’s Government.

 

I have, &c.

His Honor W. R. Isaacs, Esq., (signed) William Gordon, S. J. P.
President, &c. Kc. Ke.

. (No. 3.)
Sir, Tortola, 14 August 1835.

I 3x6 leave to request your opinion on the following case: If, from the badness of the
weather, the gang upon an estate are prevented from performing their usual quantity of
labour during the hours appointed for that purpose, whether the law obliges them to make
up that time lost from the above cause, during the time allowed to themselves,

T have, &c.
Charles Lloyd, Esq., S. King’s Counsel. (signed) W. Gordon, 8. J.

 

. (No. 4.)
Sir, Tortola, 14 August 1835.

TuEre is much difficulty in coming to a correct conclusion upon the within case, as the
law is silent directly upon the subject; I therefore incline to think { can only offer you an
Opinion founded upon usage and two principles of the law regarding apprentices. Since the
system of apprenticeship has been in operation, I do not believe any instance has occurred
where loss of service in consequence of bad weather has been made up from the period

allowed by law to the labourer, and I should recommend that you should adhere to the
principle until you have consulted His Majesty’s Government on the subject, as any altera-
ton in the present system will be attended with injurious effects, more particularly if you
shall hereafter receive such an interpretation of law which will not authorize a deduction

from the time belonging to the labourer.
uring the system of slavery it was usual in this island to allow certain periods of rest,

and a day in the week, out of crop, which was never encroached on, in consequence of a loss

of master’s time from bad weather; therefore it does not follow, because the law defines the
Period to which labour may be extended, that as a matter of necessity the whole period
wheybe made up, without any fault of the labourer. For instance, in case of sickness,

te ‘eb 1s beyond the control of the apprentice, surely the time in that state 1s not required
0 be made up. It is only in cases of crime, offence or voluntary absence, that the law
166.—]], encroaches

VIRGIN
ISLANDS.
—

Enclosures in
No. 356.

24 Augus; 1896.
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encroaches on the immunities of the offender. By the first clause of the Act “ prescribing
the duties of apprenticed labourers,” it is provided that only when the apprentice is absent
from labour without just and reasonable cause, he is compelled to labour for employer
extra hours. Bad weather must be considered a just and reasonable cause beyond his
control, and therefore, in my opinion, cannot form any substantial ground for depriving thi
class of persons of a partion of their own time, by which alone in many instances they are
enabled to support themselves; upon the whole, therefore, the safest and most equitable
course you can pursue until better informed, is not to countenance any alteration from the
present system.

I have, &c.
(signed) C. Lloyd, K. C.

 

(No. 5.)

Opinion of the Acting Attorney-General.

Wiru reference to Mr. President Isaacs’ letter to his Excellency, under date of 28th of

August 1835, and Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate Gordon’s letter to Mr. President, concerning
the opinion of the Crown officer of the island of Tortola, on the case submitted to him, I think

it scarcely necessary for his Excellency to trouble His Majesty’s Government on the subject
matter contained in those documents.
But as it is possible the question may again arise in some of the apprenticed islands,

perhaps it would be as well for his Excellency to remit the case for the Secretary of State’s

 

decision.
(signed) John Shiell,

g September 1835. Acting Attorney-general.

(No. 6.)

Sir, Government-house, Antigua, 10 September 1835.

Your Honor’s Despatch of the 28th ultimo, and its enclosures, relative to Mr. George

Hill’s disposition to exact work from his apprentices, in lieu of that which they may be pre-

vented by the inclemency of the weather from dedicating to the service of their employer,

will be submitted for my Lord Glenelg’s commands, but until these shall be ascertained,

I request your Honor will not permit any change to be effected in the present system of

apprenticed labour in the Virgin [slands.

 

I have, &c.

His Honor (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor,

The President of the Virgin Islands, Governor.

&e. Ke. Ke.

— No. 357. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 November 1835.

I nave received your Despatch, Virgin Islands, of the 14th September.

The question which you have referred to me for the decision of His Majesty's

Government, appears to me to admit of an easy solution. I entirely concur in the

opinion of Mr. Lloyd, that it is only for voluntary and not for involuntary desertion

of his duty, that the apprentice is liable to forfeit his own leisure. .

The visitations of Providence would be regarded, in any part of the world in

which slavery had never been known, as a common calamity, affecting alike the

employer and the employed, and not as a burden, from his share of which the more

powerful party was to be relieved at the expense of the weaker.

I have no hesitation, therefore, in directing that if the apprentices areprevented

by the weather from performing their usual quantity of labour during the hours

appointed for that purpose, they shall not be compelled to make up the deficiency

arising from this cause, out of the time allowed to themselves.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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_ _ - VIRGIN
No, 358. ISLANDS.

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to —
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 16 October 1835. No. 358.
I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship the undermentioned Act, passed

by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands, agreeably to your Lordship’s Despatch of gt Printed ;
the 28th of July last ; viz. Feendix,Ng, (He
“An Act to repeal the 7th clause, and the proviso contained in the 10th 28 joePatch

clause of an Act intituled ‘An Act for regulating the division of Apprenticed Papen ; tide’
Labourers,’ ” &c. &c. &c. orderorfpuntedby

The above Act repeals the 10th clause of an Act, intituled “ An Act for regulat- Commons. ; Ouse of
ing the division of Apprenticed Labourers,” &c. &c. &c. and further repeals the p, 15 % 998.9
12th, 13th, 15th, 19th, 39th and 51st clauses of an Act, intituled “An Actpre- 33. ,
scribing the duties of Apprenticed Labourers and Employers respectively,”? &c. &c.
&c. as also the 22dclause of an Act, intituled “ An Act for prescribing the powers
and duties of Special Justices,” &c. and the 1st, 2d and 4th clauses of an Act,
intituled “‘ An Act to regulate the removal of Pradial Apprenticed Labourers,” &c.
&c, It enjoins that all places for confinement on estates be subject to the approval
of the special magistrates. The Act limits the time of labour of apprenticed
labourers to 45 hours, and allows them to walk at the rate of two miles an hour,
to and from their work, included in such time. But this provision does not extend
to stock-minders, watchmen and persons under sentence of special justice. It enacts
that no preedial apprentice shall be subject to work off the plantation to which he
or she is attached, without the consent in writing of two special justices, and not to
separate husband, wife, child, &c. &c.
The above-mentioned Act has been passed to modify four Acts passed in the

Virgin Islands in the month of April 1834, agreeably to the Secretary of State’s
instructions, and is not repugnant to the Imperial Abolition Bill.

T have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No. 359. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 January 1836.
I Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 16th =No. 359.

October last, transmitting an Act passed by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands,
repealing and amending several clauses of certain Acts which had been previously
passed for the purpose of carrying into effect the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.
Tn reply to which I have much pleasure in acquainting you, that the Assembly
having sufficiently accomplished those objects which I felt it my duty to press
upon their attention in my Despatch to you of the 28th July last, I have advised

Is Majesty to allow the Act in question, and so soon as the Legislature shall
have placed the prison regulations on a satisfactory footing, as required by my
Despatch of the 1st September last, I shall be enabled to advise His Majesty that
the necessary Order in Council may pass whicli will entitle the colonists to their No. 5
share of the compensation. ae

I have, &c.
(signed) Gleneig.
 

-— No. 360. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. M.
MacGregor, Bart. .

Sir, Downing-street, 1 February 1836. No. 360.

Wiri reference to my Despatch of the 1st ultimo, I have the honour to transmit Act oes
to you an Order passed’ by His Majesty in Council, allowing an Act passed by Apponnted in the
the Legislature of the Virgin Islands, No. 92, for giving effect to the Act of Par- No1g
liament for the Abolition ofSlavery. "

I have, xe ,
g CnNels.166.—H., (signed) ig.
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TABLE (8.)

RETURN of the Numzer and Errecr of the Rerunns or PunrsHMents received by the Governor of the Virgin Islands, from the Special Magistrates,
from the Ist August 1835 to 31 March 1836.
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bour seven
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A stocks, 30
g hours’extra
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2 4 December 4,151 14 $ 8 3 8 12 18 2 — |-- public

z stockseight
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3 bour 18
Ours,

February 4,151 28 4 5 4 19 12 18 3 months| --18hours’
fxtra la-

ur.

LMarch -| 4,000 29 3 11 5 18 11 18 | 6 weeks | 14 ditto,

— No. 361.—

DOMINICA. Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Batt., to the
— Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government-house, Antigua, 13 May 1835.

No. 361. Tue Enclosures contain a correspondence relative to the whipping of females

and punishment of the chain-gang in Dominica, brought to my notice through the
medium of the President, by Mr. Fadelle, a gentleman of colour, and member of

Assembly in that island.
The Attorney-general of Dominica and the Acting Attorney-general of Antigua

agreeing in the opinion that females may legally be punished with stripes in the
former island, no alternative remained open to me but that of advising the Presi-

dent to check this practice by the intervention of his privilege of pardon. On

the question of the chain-gang, the absence of information rendered me incapable
of forming a decision.

Enclosures in No. 361.

(No. 1.)

Enclosures Extract of a Letrer from his Honor the President of Dominica, dated Government-house,

in No. 361.

 

 

Roseau, 18th February 1836, addressed to his Excellency Sir E.J. M. MacGregor,Bart.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency a letter from Mr. Joseph

Fadelle, dated gth instant, addressed to your Excellency.

 

(No. 2.)

Sir, Roseau, 6 February 1835:

Henewitn [have the honour of transmitting a letter I received this morning from MI.

Fadelle, and as the sentence alluded to is to be carried into effect to-morrow, have

despatched aranger with this, in order that no time might be lost, in the event of your

wishing to suspend proceedings. I have submitted the letter in question to the considera-

tion of the Attorney-general.
I have, &c.

His Honor the Commander-in-chief. (signed) Weston Hames, S. M-
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(No. 3.)
Gentlemen, ; ; ; Roseau, 6 February 1835.

I nave the honour of again addressing you in the character of a friend of justice, to
aepresent to you, as the commissioned protectors of the apprenticed labourers, the case of
two female apprentices, who were sentenced yesterday by the court of grand sessions to be
whipped. With an impression on my mind that such @ sentence is contrary to law, I claim

from you, on behalf of those individuals, such protection as you may feel yourselves autho-

rized to afford, uader the following considerations:
That under the 17th clause of the Imperial Abolition Act, power is denied any court,

judge, or justice of the peace, to punish any female apprentice for any offence by her com-
mitted by whipping or beating her person, except there be a law in force in the island

authorizing this, and applicable to all other persons of free condition.
That by the 116th clause of our Colonial Act, No. 37, it is declared that the Court of

King’s Bench and grand sessions of the peace shall try, adjudge and determine all crimes,
offences and pleas of the Crown, by and according to the laws and statutes of Great Britain

in force in this island, and by and according to the Acts of the Legislature of this island.
That in the absence, then, of any Act of our Legislature, referring to this subject, recourse

-should-be had to the laws and statutes of Great Britain, where, under the Act of 7& 8

Geo. 4, c. 29, 88. 3 & 4, thewhipping of a female is solemnly prohibited.
That the laws and statutes which regulate the judgments and sentences of our court of

grand sessions are those which are in force in Great Britain, and which are not contra~-

dicted by any colonial enactment.
That there being no colonial enactment contradicting the Act of Geo. 4, which prohibits

the corporal punishment of females, it seems clear to me that this statute is in force in this

island.
With every confidence that you will do what you conceive to be your duty in the

present case,
I have, &e.

The Stipendiary Magistrates. (signed) Jos. Fadelle.

 

(No. 4.)

Sir, Government-house, Roseau, 7 February 1835.
I am directed by his Honor the President and Commander-in-chief to forward you the

list of sentences passed at the late grand sessions of the peace, together with a letter
from Major Hames, stipendiary magistrate, and its enclosure from Mr. Fadelle, and to
Tequest you will be so good as to give your opinion whether the sentences on the two
women alluded to by Mr. Fadelle, can be legally carried into effect.

TI have, &c.

(signed) Howard Lloyd, PrivateSec.
The Honourable W. Blanc, Attorney-General.

 

(No. 5.)

Exrracr of List of Sentences passed at the Court of King’s Bench and Grand
Sessions of the Peace, holden at the Court-house, in the town of Roseau, on the 3d,
and by adjournmenton the 4th and 5th days of February 1835.

Our Sovereign Lord the King.
Dongouse - + Receiving stolen goods - - Guilty.

To receive 39 stripes in the public market-place on Saturday next, and fees charged to
the colony.

Mary Clarke - - Receiving stolen goods - - Guilty.

To receive go stripes in the public market-place on Saturday next, and fees charged to
the colony,

 

(No. 6.)

Sir, Roseau, 7 February 1836.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this morning, enclosing

me, by direction of his Honor the President and Commander-in-chief, the list of sentences

passed at the late grand sessions of the peace; alsoa letter from Major Hames, and its
enclosure from Mr. Fadelle, requesting my opinion whether the sentences on the two women
alluded to by Mr. Fadelle, can belegally carriedinto effect.

T have the honour to report, for the information of his Honor the President, that it is my
‘pinion the sentences alluded to may legally be carried into effect.

I have, &e.

To H. Lloyd, Esq., Private Secretary. (signed) Wn. Blane.

166.—IL.

DOMINICA,



DOMINICA.

354 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(No. 7.)

Sir, Roseau, Dominica, 10 February 1895,
I nave the honour to enclose, unsealed, a communication addressed to his Excellencythe

Governor-in-chief, which I have to request your Honor will be pleased to transmit at
your earliest convenience.

I think it is in conformity with the arrangements of your Honor’s department that my
letter to his Excellency the Governor-in-chief should be sent to you open, for the purpose
of enabling your Honor to offer whatever comments and information you may consider
necessary.

T have, &c.
To His Honor James Potter Lockhart, Esq. (signed) Joseph Fadelle,

President and Commander-in-Chief.

 

(No. 8.)

Extract of a Lerter from Mr. Fadelle, dated Roseau, 9 February 1835, addressed to His
Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., Governor and Commander-in-Chief,

I must, however, no longer prolong these general animadversions, but proceed to the
cases to which it is the purport of this communication to draw your Excellency’s attention,
The first case is that of two female apprentices, Dongouse and Mary Clarke, who wera

sentenced, on the 5th instant, by the court of grand sessions to be publicly whipped, the
former to receive 39, the latter 30 stripes.
On this occasion I addressed to the stipendiary magistrate a letter, under date the 6th

instant, of which the following is a copy.—( Vide Enclosure No. 3.)

To this letier I received ‘a reply referring me to his Honor the President, and stating that
my letter would be submitted to his Honor’s consideration. ;* * * * * * # * * * *

Sir, this is not the first instance of corporal punishment having been inflicted upon
females. At the court of grand sessions, held in February 1834, one Angélique Botro,
a free-born female, was condemned to be and was flogged, under the ameliorating circum-
stance, however, of being adjudged to be whipped privately in the gaol yard.
The practice of flogging free-born females is a complete innovation in the proceedings of

our criminal court, the records of which can produce Angélique Botroas the second instance
only, at least for a long period of years, so that custom immemorial cannot be alleged as
the groundwork of the Attorney-general’s opinion.
The second case to which I beg leave to request your Excellency’s notice is that of

a free man, Xiste, who, on being Fund guilty of an assault, was condemned by the same
court, held on the sth instant, to the chain-gang. Nor is this the first instance, your Ex-
cellency, of a free man found guilty of an ordinary assault, having been doomed to exriate,
with a chain round bis neck, a whip at his back, and compelled to clean the public streets
in company with the worst of malefactors, that which the English law is satisfied with
punishing by fine and imprisonment. At the court of sessions, held in August 1834, one
M‘Cacklin, a free man, and one Franciette Jacques, a free female, were severally indicted
for common assault, and, being found guilty, were sentenced to one month in the chain-
ang.
On this case I cannot refrain from remarking, that I always understood it to be an axiom

of the English law, that no ignominious punishment should be appended to a crime which is
not in itself ignominious. The allowances made by the lenity of our law for the sudden
impulses of passion, common to the frailties of human nature, are constantly overlooked in
this island, and the free inhabitants, chiefly the free coloured and blacks, look with the
most fearful apprehension to the jurisdiction of a criminal court, in the penal department
of which they, as yet, have no part, which arrogates and exercises the unlimited power
of visiting upon the most respectable families the punishment of legal degradation for com-
mon misdemeanors * * * * * * .

I therefore beseech your Excellency to interpose your authority towards ascertaining
whether in Dominica there exists any law sanctioning the public or private floggingof
females, and justifying the disgraceful sentence on a free person of being sent to the chain-
gang for a common assault.

I have, &c.,
(signed) Joseph Fadelle.

 

(No. 9.)

Extract of a Letrer from Sir E, J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor andCom
mander-in-Chief, dated 27th February 1835, addressed to His Honor the President ©
Dominica.

Your Honor’s Despatch of the 18th instant, and its several enclosures, have been
submitted to Mr. Shiell, who acts at present for His Majesty’sAttorney-general here.

Mr. Fadelle treats as illegal the punishment of females by whipping, and the condemna-
tion of free persons to the chain-gang. It
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It is on the former of these points only that Mr. Attorney-General Blanc has been con-
sulted by your Honor, and in his letter of the 7th instant, strictly confining himself to the
uestion of law, he affirms that the sentences of flogging, passed on the two women alludedto by Mr. Fadelle, “‘ may legally be carried into effect ;” and in this opinion, on turning

to the enclosure, it will be perceived that Mr. Shiell concurs.
This learned gentleman, however, considers that unless some recent Act authorizes the
unishment of the chain-gang in the instance of free persons, the 22d clause of Act No. 41,

instituting it, is applicable to slaves only. .
Although the whipping of women would thus appear to be legalized in Dominica, I ear-

nestly recommend to your Honor to prevent its exercise by the intervention of the prero-
gative of pardon, in all future cases, when females may be sentenced to be so punished.

 

(No. 10.)

Opinion of Mr. Acting Attorney-General Shiell.
I am not aware of any Act of the Imperial Parliament which has “ solemnly prohibited ”

the flogging of women. , ;
By implication, however, and upon the principle of expressio unius est exclusio alterius, it

is prohibited by 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29; and the other Acts passed about the same time, com-
monly called Mr. Peel’s Acts.

Antecedent, however, to 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, the whipping of women in England was not
illegal. By the 116th clause of the Dominica Act, No. 37, the Court of King’s Bench in
that island is invested with the same power in all respects as the Court of King’s Bench
in England. I am of opinion that the 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, does not extend to Dominica, and
that the whipping of women there is not rendered illegal by that Act. It is said that the
17th clause of 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, has abolished this mode ofpunishing women in Dominica.
But I am of opinion that the proviso in that clause authorizes the whipping of female

apprentices, the law being applicable to all persons of free condition.
It would be highly desirable that the whipping of females, the punishment of a barbarous

age, should be abolished in every part of His Majesty’s dominions.
With reference to the subject of the chain-gang. I am of opinion, that unless some Act

has recently passed authorizing that mode of punishment for free persons, the 22d clause of
Act No. 41, by which a chain-gang is instituted, applied only to slaves.

(signed) John Shiell,
26 February 1833. Acting Attorney-General.

 

(No. 11.)
Extract of a Letter from Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Governor and Commander-in-Chief,

dated 14th March 1835, addressed to his Honor the President of Dominica.

Mr. Fapevte’s application to me concluded with the expression of a desire to ascertain,
“whether in Dominica there exists any law sanctioning the public or private flogging of
females, and justifying the disgraceful sentence ona free person of being sent to the chain-
gang for a common assault.”

In my communication of the 27th ult. it was stated that the Acting 'Attorney-general of
Antigua concurred with Mr. Blanc in the opinion that the sentences of flogging may legally
be carried into effect on women in Dominica, but was disposed to consider the punishment
of the chain-gang there applicable to slavesonly.
Upon the latter point Mr. Blanc’s sentiments had not then been intimated * * *

It must, therefore, rest with your Honor to cause any doubts affecting the law under thishead to be cleared up.

 

(No. 12.)
Extract of a Letter from His Honor the President of Dominica, dated 7 April 1835,

addressed to His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor.
I wave now the honour to send a copy of the opinion of His Majesty’s Attorney-general

on the legality of sentencing free persons to be worked in the chain-gang.

 

=: (No. 13.)
I Sir, Roseau, 6 April 1835.

ta HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th March last,
stating that you were directed by his Honor the President and Commander-in-chief tovquest I would furnish him with my opinion as to the legality of sentencing fi ‘

:
g free persons to€ worked in the chain-gang. vee _ave already had the honour ofpersonally explaining to the President the reason why -

ad not earlier attended to his requisition; and assuming that his Honor in desiring my
ppinion has reference to the recent statements of Mr. Fadelle to his Excellency the Gover-
66 TE have to report my humble opinion as follows: Th

ow Lt,
e

DOMINICA.
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The punishment of working in the chain-gang, as it is termed, I consider to mean nothin
else but the sentencing criminals to hard labour. The statute punishment of working slave
in chains by the order of a justice of the peace, as mentioned in the Town Warden Act
passed in 1806, is virtually repealed by the provisions of the Abolition Law.

There is no other means of carrying into effect the sentences of the supreme courts of this
colony, awarding the punishment of hard labour, than by employing the criminals in the
pubhie lanes and streets, there being no houses of correction, nor rules or regulations of any
ind for otherwise employing them; and the chain used, which has merely the name

becomes necessary for their safe custody, as they could not otherwise be kept together,
I therefore conceive, that by the general law in force in this island, unconnected with an
colonial Act, that the sentencing of criminals to hard labour to be worked in chains islega
because, excepting by this mode of punishment, or by whipping, there is no other means of
restraining incorrigible rogues and vagabonds, irreclaimable thieves, and daring offenders,
having neither homes nor characters, nor apparent means of subsistence; and it is a subject
of regret that any member of the Legislature should, instead of directing his efforts to the
amendment of the law, and the improvement of, what he conceives to be faulty, exclusively
devote his time in raising the hopes of the depraved and the guilty, that such may with
impunity persevere in their evil course.

I have, &c.
(signed) Wm. Blane.

 

(No. 14.)

Sir, Government-house, Antigua, 13 May 1835.
Your Honor’s Despatch of the 7th ultimo, and Mr. Attorney-general Blanc’s obser-

vations on the chain-gang, were referred to the Acting Attorney-general here as soon as
received, and from the annexed document it will be perceived that the latter recommends
a reference to His Majesty’s Government upon this subject.
But such a reference requires the fullest previous information, and the gaol-yard in

Roseau being of considerable extent, I request to be informed, whether it is not in your
Honor’s power to effect a preferable arrangement by causing a portion of that enclosure to
be set apart for the employment of prisoners in breaking stones, or in some other useful
Occupation, so as to supersede the necessity of causing them to clean the streets and lanes
in chains, and, at the same time, equally to accomplish the sentences of the supreme courts
condemning them to hard labour.

I have, &c.

(signed) E, J. M. MacGregor.

 

(No. 15.)

Opinion of Mr. Acting Attorney-General Shiell.

I Ave taken into consideration Mr. Attorney-general Blanc’s opinion relative to the
working criminals in chains in the island of Dominica. . ;

That gentleman justifies the use of chains on the plea of necessity. It is not for me to

decide upon the merit of such a justification.
The Act No. 41, which authorized the use of chains, applied only to slaves. That Act

has been virtually repealed by the provisions of the Abolition Law, and [ am not aware
that any general law in force in the island of Dominica, unconnected with any local Act,

legally sanctions such a practice. But as Mr. Blanc points out that there are no meansof

carrying into effect the sentences of the supreme courts of the colony, awarding the punish-

ment of hard labour, than by employing criminals in the public lanes and streets, and some

precautions are obviously necessary to prevent their escape, I think his Excellency had

better refer the subject to the consideration and determination of His Majesty’s Govern-

ment.
(signed) John Shiell,

12 May 1835. Acting Attorney-general.

 

—- No. 362. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 June 1835+

I nave received your Despatch, dated the 13th of May, marked “ Dominica.

The voluminous documents which it encloses are chiefly devoted to personé
altercations, which I pass over in silence; Ifind in them only two questions to

which it appears to me necessary to advert. “ton of
First. It is debated whether women who, under the Act for the Abolition o

Slavery, have become apprenticed labourers, can be lawfully punished by whiprne
for offences committed, not against that or the subsidiary enactments, but aa
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the general laws of the colony. The Attorney-general of Dominica, Mr. Blanc, DOMINICA.
and the Acting Attorney-general of Antigua, Mr. Shiell, concur in affirming the —_—
lawfulness of such punishments. They observe, in effect, that the 17th section of
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery exempts female apprentices from liability to
whipping only in respect ofoffences committed by them in that character; that the
proviso at the close of that section Jeaves them to the operation of the general law,
whatever it may be, respecting all other offences; that by the law of Dominica,
a woman free from her birth might, for certain crimes, be adjudged to be whipped,
and that consequently a woman manumitted under the Slavery Abolition Act may,
for the same crimes, be subject to the same punishment. I perceive no reason to
doubt the accuracy of this opinion.

Ientirely approve, however, the interposition of your authority to prevent the
actual infliction of a punishment so repulsive to those feelings which, for the
common good of society, it is so important to cherish. You will further omit ne
means which can be adopted with any prospect of success, for inducing the Legis-
lature of Dominica to prohibit entirely the use of the whip in the punishment of
women, whatever may be their condition of life, or whatever the offences of which
they are convicted.

Secondly. The second question debated in these papers is, whether convicts
under sentence of hard Jabour can lawfully be worked in chains in the town of
Roseau. It appears to me that Mr. Shiell places this question upon the true
ground. If a person adjudged to hard labour is, from the nature of the case,
required to perform that labour in a place affording a constant facility and tempta-
tion to escape, then all necessary means for the restraint and safe custody of the
prisoner may be justified ; and, on that principle, it is lawful to use irons, provided
that neither their weight nor form be such as to inflict any unnecessary pain, and
that the employment of them be not continued beyond the duration of that
necessity, in which alone the defence even of the temporary use of them is to be
found. — :
How far these considerations justify the practice observed in Dominica, is

a question to the right solution of which such a report as is mentioned in your
letter of the 13th May to the President of that island, is indispensable. ‘That
report, however, of course could not accompany your despatch of the same date.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 363. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Antigua, 6 August 1835.
Rereruine to Enclosure No. 14, in my Despatch of the 13th May last, No. 363.

Dominica, I beg leave to submit to your Lordship further documents in relation to
the chain-gang, of which, at my suggestion, the President of Dominica has 14, 6 3, 4
recommended the abolition in that island. "ge 3t daly

I have, &c. aee
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

Enclosures in No. 363.

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government-house, Roseau, 17 July 1835.
Rererrine to the letter of the 13th May last, which I had the honour to receive from —_ Enclosures ir-

your Excellency on the 4th of June, I beg leave to send herewith a copy of a message sent No. 363.
y me on the 6th instant to the honourable House of Assembly, together with a copy of the

Teply received by me on the 10th instant, promising to give the subject early consideration,——
and as the House meet on Tuesday next I trust the suggestions on the subject will be com- SS
Pied with; namely, to prevent criminals being worked in chains in the public streets, and

at employment of some kind may be found for them in the nol-yard,
ave &c.

To His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, (signed) J. P. Lockhart,
66 &e. &e. Ke. President and Commander-in-Chief.

1 oe| I.
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DOMINICA. (No. 2.)

His Honor the President and Commander-in-Chief to His Honor the Speaker and
House of Assembly.

TueE President and Commander-in-Chief takes leave to call the attention of your honour.
able House to the law respecting the working of criminals in chains to clean the streets and
lanes of Roseau, under sentences of the courts and of magistrates, and which, from some
cause, most evidently, has neither the effect of cleaning the town nor punishing the crimi-
nals; and.as the subject is highly deserving of the consideration of your honourable House.
the President begs leave to suggest that the punishment by close confinement in the gaol
and gaol-yard would be more effectual thanthe present mode of allowing the prisoners to
wander about the town idle, from the inattention of the overseers, and the unseemly sight
of persons working in chains would be avoided.

(signed) J. P. Lockhart,
Government-house, Roseau, 6 July 1835. President and Commander-in-Chief,

(No. 3.)

His Honor the Speaker and House of Assembly to His Honor the President and
Commander-in-Chief.

Tne House acknowledge the receipt of your Honor’s message of the 6th instant, in regard
to the working of criminals in chains, and will give the subject their earliest consideration,

(signed) James Corlet, Speaker,
House of Assembly, 10 July 1835.

(No. 4.)

Sir, Government-house, Roseau, 31 July 1835.
In reference to my despatch of 17th instant, respecting the criminals being worked

in chains, I have now the honour to acquaint your Excellency that the persons hitherto
employed working in chains, in cleaning the streets of Roseau, have been withdrawn from
such occupation, and are confined in the gaol and gaol-yard at my desire; and the stipen-
diary magistrates have been requested, in future, not to sentence any offenders to be worked
in chains, and I trust the honourable House of Assembly will shortly bring ina bill to do
away with the public employment of any criminals in chains.

I have, &c.
To His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, (signed) J.P. Lockhart,

&e. &e. &e. President and Commander-in-Chief.

 

— No. 364. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg, dated Government-house, Antigua, 15 September 1835.

No. 364. I nave the honour to submit to your Lordship’s consideration the undermen-
tioned Acts passed by the Legislature of Dominica, and, as appears from Mr.

<< 1835 President Lockhart’s Despatch, only recently discovered among the papers of the
_gthSep= late Lieutenant-governor, Sir Charles Schomberg; viz. No. 1.‘ An Act to give

effect to the 59th clause of an Act passed the 19th day of May last, intituled
‘An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of compen-

printed in the sation, and for promoting the industry of the Manumitted Slaves,’ and to form

AppendisNot efficient Police Establishments in the Judicial Districts of the Justices holding
Special Commissions, in aid of the power and authority in them vested, under an
by virtue of the said Act.” Lo

This Act prescribes that the island should be divided into three judicial districts;
the justice appointed for the Leeward district shall reside or keep an office In
Roseau, a guard shall be in daily attendance at his office, and be under his orders}
that all offenders adjudged to confinement, otherwise than on the estates to which
they are attached, shall be committed to the gaol of Roseau, and all offenders
adjudged to hard labour shall be employed in cleaning the streets, or In anyothe

public work; the magistrates to be appointed to the North and SouthWindwars
districts shall reside at the most eligible places within their respective limits, a”
the officer commanding the Colonial Rangers shall furnish to each such guard é
he may require. All offenders adjudged to hard labour by the magistrates of suc
last-mentioned districts, shall be employed in repairing the public roads of tt

a

No, 404.
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district, or in any other public work, or shall be sent to Roseau, to gaol, to be DOMINICA.
punished by solitary confinement or hard labour; the offender so committed to —
prison shall be allowed 35., and those adjudged to hard labour, 45. 6 d., a week,
provided magistrate or marshal may order food instead of money, not exceeding
6d. aday in the one case, or gd. a day in the other; the non-commissioned
officers and privates of the Ranger corps, composing the guard attending the

magistrates, vested with power to act as constables. Any of the guard miscon-
ducting himself while under the orders of a magistrate, if found guilty, to be punished

according to the 8th clause of the Ranger Act. On the written requisition of
the special magistrate, the commanding officer of the Colonial Rangers to furnish
an additional number of men. In the event of sudden riot, the urgency whereof not
admitting communication with Governor, magistrate may call out the militia of his.
district, and for such purpose is entrusted with the power given by the 28th clause
of Militia Act to the Governor, to whom he is immediately to report his proceedings.
The Act to be in force 12 months.

This Act originated in the Abolition Bill; it expired on the 1st August 1835 ;
but it is in the contemplation of the Leyislature to renew it with some alterations.
The repairing of the public roads has not as yet been attempted under the 4th

clause, nor are there places for solitary confinement properly established. It does
not appear that this Act militates against the Royal instructions, or with any British
law in force in this colony. No. 406.

ad. “An Act for the immediate Repair of the Public High and Bye-roads, ;
throughout the Island.” Append’ in the
The late dreadful hurricane had totally destroyed the public roads of the colony, No.140,

and the expediency of immediately repairing the same*; the waywardens on the ¢ sic orig,
gist July 1834, and, where there are no waywardens, the magistrates of the re-
spective parishes, are empowered to carry the Act into effect; within seven days to
issue warrant for the turning out on the third day after the date, one third part of
all pra:dial labourers, to keep out and work the said labourers until the said roads
are put in a proper state of repair. That each party of labourers, not less than
20, be accompanied by one or more of the constables appointed by the special

magistrates; the said constables to work their respective parties under the direc-
tion and aceording to the orders of the waywardens or magistrates. Any way-
warden, magistrate or other person in charge of labourers, neglecting duty imposed
by the Act, on conviction, to forfeit 50 J. at the discretion of the court.

This Act was considered temporary, and was passed for the immediate repair
of the roads, which were rendered impassable from the nurricane of the 21st Sep-
tember 1834. Its provisions are not contrary to the Royal instructions, or to
the laws of England in force in this colony.

 

Enclosure in No. 364.

Sir, Government-house, Roseau, g September 1835. 1. An Act to give

I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency the transcripts in duplicate of the Acts effect to 59th clause
mentioned in the margin, which were found about six weeks ago amongst some papers of of an Act passed
the late Sir Charles Schomberg. On their being discovered, I requested Mr. Attorney- 19 May last, inti-
en hich tuled “ An Act for

general Blanc to prepare the necessary summaries to accompany them, which I have the Abvlition of
received this morning, and send herewith. have, &e Slavery,” &e- &c.

, KC.
(signed) J. P. Lockhart, _ 2. An Act for the

To His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, President and Commander-in-Chief. tthe High and.

Bee Kes Bee
Bye-roads through-
out the island.

 

— No. 365. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg, to Governor
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 November 1835.
I nave received your Despatch of the 15th September, in which you have trans- = No, 365,

mitted three Acts passed by the Lieut.-Governor, Council and Assembly of Domi-

nica, in the months of September and October 1834, and which appear to have

been only recently discovered among the papers of the late Lieut.-Governor Sir
Charles Schomberg.

It is obvious that the most serious inconvenience cannot fail to result from the
detention of Acts of the Legislature for so long a period, without their being trans:

mitte1 wml.
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DOMINICA, mitted to the Secretary of State. One of these Acts, No. 404, related to the govern.—. ment of apprenticed labourers, and materially altered the law upon this subject
but having been passed only for a year, it had expired before its arrival in this
country, and in fact was never subjected to the revision of His Majesty’s Govern.
ment. As it is essential, with a view to the superintendence exercised by the
King in Council over Acts of Colonial Legislatures, that they should be transmitted
to the Secretary of State with as little delay as possible after they have been
passed, I trust some security may be adopted against the recurrence of an over.
sight such as that which unhappily occurred in the present instance.
The Act No. 406, intituled “ An Act for the immediate Repair of the Public

High and Bye-roads throughout the Island,” appears to me open to serious
objection.

It authorises the waywardens to call out the predial apprenticed labourers to
work on the public roads until they should be put into a proper state of repair.

There is no restriction as to the amount of labour to be done daily or weekly:
nor is it declared that such labour shall be deducted from the demand of the
employer on the apprentices. Such provisions ought I think to have formed part
of the law; since otherwise the burthen of maintaining the roads may be thrown
entirely or chiefly from the rich upon the poor, from that class of society for whose
emolument or convenience they are chiefly made, to that class which has no direct
and scarcely any indirect benefit from them. The Act appears to have been passed
for‘a temporary purpose; viz. to effect repairs after a very general destruction of
the highways bya hurricane; and as that occasion has long since passed by, it may
now be considered obsolete ; but as it was not expressly passed for a limited period,
and its provisions may possibly be again called into exercise, I think itessential,
unless it should be repealed, that you should suggest to the Legislature the pro-
priety of amending it in the particular which I have noticed, as otherwise I should
feel myself bound to disallow it. -

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 866. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Batt., to
Lord Glenelg.

No. +66 My Lord, Roseau, Dominica, 13 January 1836.
0+ 300. Herewiru I have the honour of forwarding the following Act, passed by the

«ted in the Legislature of Dominica ; viz. “An Act to abolish the Punishment of Females by
Paix, No.243° Whipping.” oo,
Appel" There being no law in force in this island to prevent the flogging of female

offenders, and it having become expedient to abolish such punishment, this Act
declares it unlawful for any court, or other tribunal in this island, to sentence any
female offender to the punishment of whipping her person.
The provisions of the present Act, which are embraced in a single clause, are in

express accordance with the instructions of His Majesty’s Government, and in con-
formity to recent Acts of the Imperial Parliament.

I have, &c.

(signed) ££. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No. 367. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray
MacGregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 14 April 1836.

No, 367. I wave the honour to transmit to you an Order passed by His Majesty in Council
gin the on the 23rd ultimo, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legislature ©

Act preNo-143° Dominica, in November last, No. 409, for abolishing the punishment of females
Appen————_ by whipping,
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— No. 368. — DOMINICA.
—_,

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Dominica, 4 March 1836. No. 368.

Tue Addresses exchanged between the Council and Assembly andmyself, on Nog ;
the occasion of my resuming the immediate administration of the government of 3d & ath’ 3 4, 5,
Dominica, are herewith transmitted for your Lordship’s information, 1896 atch

I have, &c.

(signed) E.J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 368.

(No. 1.)

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

In presenting myself to the legislature for the purpose of exonerating my honourable Enclosures in
friend, Mr. President Lockhart, from further charge of the government, his Honor has No, 368.
so ably administered, I have to inform your honourable Board and House, that this colony,
in future, is to be my chief place of residence.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
Notwithstanding the liberality of Parliament, the effects of the tempest still severely affect

the poorer planters and other inhabitants, aggravated in many instances by the ravages of
the white fly, and it is anxiously to be hoped, that some plan for the adoption of the legis-
lature may be devised with the view of assisting the sufferers, and accomplishing the
destruction of the insect that so mischievously infests the coffee plant. The medical
gentlemen of the island are about to investigate this subject, and itis impossible to doubt
the disposition of your honourable House to afford every practicable encouragement to so
laudable an undertaking.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The eminent marks of kindness and good will, which your honourable Houses were
formerly pleased to manifest towards me, naturally inspire me with sentiments of high
gratification, on being enabled to fix my abode once more in Dominica. .
During my absence the relations of colonial society have been entirely changed, and I

rejoiceto learn, that in this island dissensions between the employers and the employed
are rare; and that the peasantry by their becoming deportment generally evince an
increasing aptitude for the discreet and industrious use of the privileges eventually to be
conferred to them.

Still much remains to be achieved ere the new position of the community can be finally
adjusted ; and in the mean time, while striving to conduct the executive government with
strict impartiality, firmly to repress faction in whatever quarter it may venture to appear,
and diligently to promote that spirit of union and concord, on the maintenance of which
the prosperity of the colony depends, I rely with confidence on the support of your
honourable Board and House, and on the continuance of all classes of His Majesty’s
subjects, who are loyal to the King, our most gracious Sovereign, and true to the interests
of their country.

 

Government-house, Dominica, (signed) -E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
3 March 1836.

(No. 2.)

To His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Batt., Governor-in-Chief,

&e. Ke. Ke.

May it please your Excellency,
18 Majesty’s loyal subjects, the Council of Dominica, return their thanks for your

Excellency’s speech of yesterday to the two branches of the legislature, and while they are
appy to notice the favourable testimony your Excellency is pleased to bear of Mr. President

LOC hart’s administration, the Board receive with the highest gratification the pleasing

meeieenee, that this colony is in future to be the chief place of your Excellency’s
ence.

t The marks of kindness and good will, to which your Excellency has had the goodness
Padvert, as having been shown you by both Houses of the Legislature, during your former
abode in this island, were none other than the result of the sentiments entertained by every
Member of the community, of the uprightness and integrity of your government, and of
yourExcellency’s courteous and dignified deportment on all occasions.

166.—II, Your



DOMINICA.
=_—om

362 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

YourExcellency has beencorrectly informed as to the general good behaviour ofthe
peasantry of this island, and the Board are yang to believe, that by well administered laws
and due encouragement, they will eventually qualify themselves for the industrious use of
the privileges to ‘be conferred upon them. ;

In your Excellency’s declared resolution to repress faction, and to promote in the colon
a spirit of union and concord, the Board readily perceive your Excellency’s characteristic
decision of purpose; and so satisfied are the Board that no other course can so effectual]
secure the true prosperity of the colony, that they most cordiallypledge themselves, collec
tively and individually, zealously and cheerfully to support your Excellency.

Council Chamber, 4 March 1836. (signed) J. P. Lockhart,
President of the Council,

(No. 3.)

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
My best acknowledgments are due for the flattering terms towards myself personally,

which your Honors are pleased to adopt in replying to my address of yesterday, and I most
justly appreciate the important assurance of the intende support of my administrationby
your honourable Board.

Government-house, Dominica, (signed) E.J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
4 March 1836,

(No. 4.)

To His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor and Commander
in-Chief, &c. Kc. &Ke.

May it please your Excellency,
In addressing your Excellency in reply to the speech of yesterday, the House beg to

offer their most sincere congratulations on the re-assumption of the government of this
colony by your Excellency, doubly gratifying as this event becomesby the information that
in future this colony will be the chief place of your Excellency’s residence.
Aware that the distresses of the planters, particularly those em loyed in the cultivation

of coffee, still continue, alleviated as they have been by the liberality of the British Parlia-
ment and by individual benevolence, the House notice with great satisfaction, that such
distress has not escaped your Excellency’s observation, and are happy to learn that a scientific
investigation is in progress, with the view of discovering some meéans of destroying a
scourge that has already effected an immense injury, and which, in its further advance,
threatens the total annihilation of one of the chief productions of the colony. The House
observe with pleasure that your Excellency entertains no doubt of their zealous encourage-
ment to so laudable an undertaking.
The kind sentiments which your Excellency has been pleased to declare, in relation to

those marks of attention which your Excellency’s earlier administration of this government
so unanimously elicited from both branches of the legislature, are reciprocated by the
House with feelings both of pride and satisfaction that your Excellency should have fixed
your abode once more in Dominica.
That the recent great change in the relations of colonial society, by the operation of the

Abolition Act, did in its commencement occasion considerable misunderstanding and some
degree of excitement, could create no surprise in any reasonable mind; the House learn
from your Excellency, with the highest gratification, that dissensions are now becomerare,
and that from the increasing improvement in the disposition of the labouring population,
they may venture to indulge a hope, unmixed with any alarming anxiety, that the period of
perfect emancipation may be passed over without detriment to the welfare of the colony.

In their experience of your Excellency’s past administration, the House possess the
firmest assurance that, on the part of the executive, nothing will be wanting to meet the
exigencies of this trying crisis; the members of this community yield to none in the British
dominions in feelings of loyalty and ardent devotion to our most gracious Sovereign, whose
sympathy in our late calamities will ever remain alive in our gratitude ; and your Excellency
may rely, with the most implicit confidence, that in the furtherance of all measures tending
to ensure the continuance of union and concord among all classes of His Majesty’s subjects,
and to promote the true interests of the country they represent, the warm and zealous
co-operation of the House will never be withheld.

(signed) James Corlet, Speaker.
House of Assembly, 4 March 1836.

 

(No. §.)
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

Ir is with the most sincere satisfaction that I have received your reply to my address of
yesterday. Your favourable sentiments towards myself call for my warmest thanks, and on
public grounds the assurance of the co-operation of your honourable House is of the utmost
importance, and its value is fully estimated by me accordingly, on resuming the imme-
diate administration of this government.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.Government-house, Dominica,
4 March 1836.
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DOMINICA,

— No, 369. —_—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 May 1836.

I nave had the honour to receive your Despatch and Enclosures of the 4th

March, and I have derived much satisfaction from the perusal of the addresses

presented to you by the Council and Assembly of Dominica on your resumption

of the immediate government of that island.

No. 369.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 370.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Dominica, 19 April 1836.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith a return of the number of punish- No. 370.

ments received by me from the special magistrates, from ist August 1834 to the ~———___

gist July 1835.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

ABSTRACT of the Numsze end Errecr of the Rerunns of Punssnmenrs received by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor of Dominica,

from the Special Magistrates, from 1st August 1834 te the 31st July 1835.

 

 

  

 

Total Number Average | Maximum

Total of Total Number | Number Maximum of . .

Number Males Punished. Number of Stripes of Stripes . Severity Maximum of Severity

: of of inthe | in any one| in any one Case .

DATE, Paunish- Otherwise |} Femal Punish- | Case of | of Punishment in any

ments By than by wished ments {Punishment by ;
inflicted. Whip- Whip. punished. by by. Confinement. other Mode of Punishment.

ping. ping. Whipping.|Whipping.

1894:

August . 11 1 2 95 6days - -} -- Six days’ bilboes; 14 days’

4 5 4 39 89 9 hard labour work twoSaturdays.

September - 99 36 29 34 33 49 6 days - -| --Sixdays’ bilboes; three months’

: penal gang; work five Saturdays.

October - 70 39 ul 20 92 39 Gdays - -{|-- Work eight Saturdays; three

: months’ penal gang.

*November - 53 go 3 a1 32 39 Gdays - ~-| - - Work g1 Saturdays; one month
penal gang; six days’ bilboes.

*December « 70 go a2 18 35 39 ipdays - -| ++ Work eight Saturdays; three

1835 : months’ penal gang.

“January = 54 a8 8 18 35 39 Gdays - -| ~~ Forfeit three Saturdays; three
months’ penal gang; removed from

* situation of constable,
February . 31 a2 2 8 34 39 Gdays - | Three months’ penal gang,

omarch . 49 19 10 20 34 39 aodays - «| Three months’ penal gang.

pril 59 a6 14 19 37 39 ++ 6days’ confine| ~ - Forfeit one dollar and a half;
ment; when not| work two Saturdays; 14 days’ pe-
at work 3 days’| nal gang.

Ma solitary ditto.
Yrs 67 33 10 23 35 39 aodays - -|- ~ Three months’ penal gang;

Jone - work 25 Saturdays.
- 68 34 8 a6 35 39 6days - -{|-- Work three Saturdays; three

July. months’ pens! gang.

- 100 49 14 37 33 39 14 days « + | - - Work four Saturdays; three

Tora months’ penal gang.

nl 834 398 153 a83        
 

Note—The Months marked thus * contain the Returns from two Districts only, the Magistrate of the third District being unable to make the

Returns from ill health, &c,
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— No. 371. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., to
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Dominica, 28 April 1836,
ADVERTING to my letter of this date, I do myself the honour of transmitting

extracts of minutes of the Privy Council here, relative to the holidays, to the
enjoyment of which apprenticed labourers are legally entitled.

Although the majority of the Board, myself included, consider the reference in
the 18th clause of the law of 1834 to the 2d clause of the Slave Act of 1827,
conclusive in favour of the negroes, the Attorney-general entertained, as will be
seen, doubts upon the case.
A new bill is proposed, but bills frequently are very tardy in their progress, and

uncertain in their result in this climate ; and I beg to be forgiven for soliciting
your Lordship’s commands upon the question, as it stands under the existing law.

In the meantime my assent will not be given to any Act curtailing the num-
ber of days given to the apprentices under the Act of 1827.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. J. M. MacGregor, Governor.

Enclosures in No. 371.

(No. 1.)
Government-house, 21 April 1836.

At a Meeting of His Majesty’s Privy Council,
Present,

His Excellency Sir Evan MacGregor, Bart., Governor.
The Honourable Symonds Bridgwater.

William Blanc.
Dugald S. Laidlaw.
F. H. Garraway.
Jas. L. Bremner.
Thomas Bell.P

r
d

(Extracts.)
In reference to a report now laid before the board, from Mr. Stipendiary Magistrate

Lynch, dated the 16th-instant, the Governor consults the board upon the question therein
ropounded, respecting the right of proprietors of estates to the services ofapprenticed
abourers upon Good F 1riday. .

Sir, Layon, St. Joseph, 16 April 1836.
Acting as I have endeavoured to do whilst administering the Abolition Act of this island,

in strict conformity thereto, doubts have arisen in my mind, as well as in the minds of the
other stipendiary magistrates, respecting the most advisable course to be pursued in certain
cases; in some of which I have been compelled to consult the spirit rather than be guided
by the letter, and in other instances I have only considered the claims of humanity, and
yielded solely to the force of custom. .

Whilst in the performance of my official duty at Hillsborough plantation, in this.parish,
yesterday, the driver and constable (Anthony) appeared before me, and on the part ofthe entire
gang and himself, inquired “ whether they must return to that estate one day in lieu of the
last Good Friday which they had to themselves, and on which they did no work ;” and at the
same time mentioned that the apprentices before the day arrived were asked by the manager,
Mr. W.N. Johnstone, whether they would have that day and return him another instead, say
one Saturday, “and begged to know from me whether they must return the day to-morrow?
I replied that, as they had promised to return it, I would be glad if they did so; but that
I would not at present compel them to repay it, purposing to refer the matter for you
Excellency’s opinion. .
My decision in this case, subject of course to your Excellency’s judgment, is that the

apprentices are entitled to the day in question, which decision rests, first, on moral expe-
diency; secondly, upon the liberal construction of the Imperial Act, which may not have
intended divesting the apprentice of any privilege which he might haveenjoyed under the
slave system ; thirdly, the evident intention of the 18th clause of the local law, passed on
the 19th day of May 1834, and the ist and 2d clauses of the New Slave Act of22d May
1827, to which the former expressly refers; fourthly, the analogy of the custom founded
upon the opinion of His Majesty’s Solicitor-general of the island of Nevis, and I believe of
St. Kitt’s and Montserrat also; fifthly, the fact of this holiday being gratuitouslyenjoyed
by the apprentices upon three-fourths of the plantations comprised in my district, as we
as in several estates in other districts, and its being allowed in all public offices, and com-
memorated as a festival by Christians in almost every portion of the civilised world, Should
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Should your Excellency, however, be pleased to consider the step either mistaken, im-
roper or illegal, I shall of course cordially acquiesce in the expression of your Excellency’s

Pier judgment, and anxiously await the honor of some instructions on this interesting
point.

I have, &e.
(signed) William Lynch,

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Stipendiary Magistrate for
&e. &e. Ke. parishes of St. Joseph and St. Peter, No. 5.

 

Extract from the Colonial Abolition Act.

18th, “ And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprentice-
ship as aforesaid, the person or persons for the timebeing entitled to the services of such
apprenticed labourer shall be, and is and are hereby required to supply him or her with
such food, clothing, lodging,medicine, medical attendance and such other maintenance and
allowances as by an Act, entitled ‘An Act for the further encouragement, protection and
better government of Slaves, and for the general amelioration of their condition,’ now in
force in this island, an owner is required to supply to and for any slave being of the same
age and sex as any such apprenticed labourer shall be.”

Extract of the Slave Act.

Clause 2. “ And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
that every field slave shall on working days be allowed half an hour for breakfast and two
hours for dinner, out of crop: and no slaves, except domestic stock-keepers, watchmen and
sick nurses, or others who may be required in attendance on the sick, shall be compelled to
do any work whatsoever on any Sunday throughout the year, on Good Friday, nor on
Christmas-day, the day following, or New Year’s-day; and if either of the said last-men-
tioned holidays shall fall on a Sunday, the following Wednesday shall be given in lieu
thereof; nor shall any slave, except as aforesaid, be compelled to do any work whatsoever
‘before the hour of five in the morning, nor after seven o’clock in the evening, except durin
crop, when it shall be lawful to keep them at work until nine o’clock at night, and no lon-
ger: provided always, that it shall and may be lawful, in case of any accident or damage,
at any hour of the day or night, for the proprietor, renter, attorney or manager, or other
person in charge of any plantation or estate, to compel the slaves thereto attached to afford
any assistance that may be required wheresoever such accidents or danger may arise; and
any person offending against the provisions of this clause shall incur the penalty of 50 L, to
be recovered as hereinafter is directed.”
With the understanding that a bill is about to be brought into the Legislature, the board

were of opinion that, in the progress of the said bill, His Majesty’s Attorney-general be
requested to attend to this subject*, as the other holidays expressed in the 2d clause of the
Slave Act, or to introducea bill himself to that effect if the one alluded to should not pass.
The majority of the board at the same time were ofopinion, that the reference in the 18th

clause of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, to the 2d clause of the Slave Act, meant to
express the whole of the days as well as other allowances stated in the said latter clause.
The Attorney-general expressed his opinion, that there were sufficient doubts on the sub-

ject to warrant a reference to the Legislature.

 

— No. 372. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 June 1836.
_ Tuave received your despatch dated 28th of April, expressing your desire to be
informed of my opinion on the construction of the 18th clause of the Dominica
Act of 1834, in reference to the question whether the apprenticed labourers are
entitled to the enjoyment of Good Friday as a period of exemption from labour.
The right of the slave to that holiday before the ist of August 1834, was ascer-

tained by the 2nd clause of the Slave Act of 1827, which declared him not liable
to any compulsory labour on any Sunday, on Good Friday, on Christmas-day, on
the day following, or on New-year’s day. ‘The Act of 1834 secured to the appren-
Uces all such allowances as by the Act of 1827, an owner was required to supply
to and for his slave. ‘Thus the question, so far as it depends upon positive statute,
really resolves itself into the inquiry, whether the holiday of Good Friday is com-
Prised within the meaning of the word allowance.

“ven if that question were to be resolved according to the most severe rules of
verbal and grammatical criticism, I should be disposed to answer it in favour of the
claim made on behalf of the apprentices.
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But I cannot acquiesce in the opinion that this question can properly be referred
to the test of mere verbal criticism on the language of the two Acts of Assemb]
to which I have adverted. It appears to me that the special magistrate has taken
a more just as well as a more liberal view of the question, in observing that amonast
the great majority of Christian churches, the obligation of devoting GoodFrida
to religious observances is acknowledged, and that in a Christian communityit may
be properly placed on the ground of a conscientious and religious duty.~ If 50 it
will, I think, follow that all legislative enactments must be so interpreted as to
reconcile the civil and the religious obligations with each other, unless the Opposite
intention be most unambiguously expressed. But in the present case not only is
there no unequivocal declaration that Good Friday is to be numbered amongst the
days devoted to secular labour, but the statutes seem to demand the opposite
construction.

For these reasons, I think that the apprentices are entitled to the enjoyment of
Good Friday as a day of rest.

Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., I have, &c.
&e. &c. &e. (signed) Glenelg.

 

TABLE (B.)

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Rerunns or PunrsnMEnts, received by the Governor of Dominica from the Special

Magistrates, from 1 August 1885 to 31 March 1836.
 

 

 

  

Total
Total

Total Number of| Proportion ot Bamber off'Males Total aate Mae m The The
Number of ments. per cent. Newbee of Number of|Maximum Maximum
Apprentices} inflicted of Number Stripes | Stripes” of Severity | of Severity

Colony. Date. throughout! under the | Punish- Otherwise of inflicted in| inflicted in "Caneor. inany .
‘ Case any onetheIsland, Aughority off ments By than b Females Peases oF ocx of [Punishment] ther Mode

Province or ° to . J ‘ Punishment} by Con- ofMagistrates : Whipping.} wy}: punished. by .
Government] throughout Apprentices. Whipping. Whipping.| by, finement. |Panishment,

the same. Whipping.

1835:
(*August - 11,995 - 35 - - 20 7 8 34 39 6G days -| --2months

in penal
gang, Sa-
turdays
excepted.

*September 21,005 38 : - a. 7 10 29 39 20 days - |-1 month.
*October - 11,995 78 - - 37 17 24 3l 39 g months| 14 days.
*November 11,995 44 - - a1 8 15 32 39 20 days -| - - 18 Sa-

turdays.
tDecember 41,995 148 1} 59 35 54 a4 39 20 days ~| --1 month

7 hard la-
< 1836: . | boar.
2 tJanuary - 12,082 494 44h 65 166 263 26 39 14 days | --6months
, work — for
& estate inhis

o own time.
a tFebruary - 12,082 270 2} 46 g1 133 a6 39 15 days -| --to return

1 year’s la-
boar, lost
by being
absentfrom
the estate
for that

period.
¢March + 13,082 224 if 49 LB 104 a6 39 a0 days | --2 months

hard © la
\ bour; work

. nine Satut-

days.         
The Months marked thus * contain the returns of two magistrates only. The Months marked thus ¢ contain the returns of six magistrates.
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ST. VINCENT.
 

—No. 373.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 4 August 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy

of aletter from Lieutenant-governor Tyler, reporting that, in obedience to the
instructions contained in your Lordship’s circular despatch of the 15th June last,
he has dispensed with the services of the local special magistrates hitherto employed
in the island of St. Vincent.
The Lieutenant-governor has, however, expressed his opinion that it will be

impossible to carry on the police duties of the colony, for the public benefit, with-
out the assistance of at least two more special magistrates from home; and has
so fully detailed the grounds upon which this opinion is founded, that I feel it
unnecessary to say more than to corroborate, in every particular, the statement
contained in his letter.
The resignation of Lieutenant-colonel St. Clair, which I shall have the honour to

transmit by this opportunity, will serve to show your Lordship that, even under the
old system (with the advantage of being assisted by a large number of local magi-
strates) the duties have been found more onerous and extensive than individuals
can be induced to undergo; and the Lieutenant-colonel’s, as your Lordship is
aware, is not the only instance of resignation upon similar grounds.
As connected with the subject of the magistracy, I have the honour to enclose

copy of a despatch from Captain Tyler, reporting that he has issued a new general
commission of the peace: and I have conveyed my approval of the exceptions
from the former commission which he reports to exist in the present.

. I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No, 373.

(No. 1.)

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 24 July 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a circular despatch from the Right

Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 19th June, relative to the
appointment of local special magistrates within the colonies, and whichcontains instructions
to revoke within the shortest time the commissions granting such appointments.

In accordance with these directions, I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that on
the 21st instant the commissions appointing local special magistrates within this colony
were revoked, and notice thereof communicated by letter (a copy of which is inclosed) to
each individual who had been acting under those commissions. . ;
The despatch further directs, that if after carrying into effect these instructions of his

Lordship, I am of opinion that the present number of paid magistrates is insufficient toduly
administer the laws within the colony, I am desired to state the grounds of that opinion,
and in doing so to keep in view the proportion of paid magistrates (58) in Jamaica to the
Population of that island. oo, .

, + am decidedly of opinion, that the number of paid magistrates (3) now in this colony is
Insufficient to perform the duties required of them in the absence of the local special
magistrates. The amount of the apprenticed population of this colony is 22,250. The
nature of the country over which they are scattered is so mountainous, and in some parts
80 impracticable, that the difficulties attending the special magistrate in the performance of
18duties are not to be described. Added to this, between 2,000 and 3,000 of them are

subdivided amongst the islands of the Grenadines under this Government, the extreme
distance of which by sea from this island is nearly 40 miles, and experience has shown that
itis most desirable that one special magistrate should be constantly resident upon them.

ese circumstances will, I hope, be considered as a justification for having made in the
tst Instance the appointments of local special magistrates in this colony, and equally support
me In recommending His Majesty’s Government to send out without delay additional paid

pep uates to replace them, it being quite impossible for the number at present here, pro-

per or satisfactorily to fulfil the duties which now devolve upon them. I am, however,
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of opinion, that two paid magistrates in addition to the number (3) now here would here-
afte: be sufficient to perform the duties. In forming this opinion, I do so not only froma knowledge of the present tranquil state of the colony, but from the orderly conduct which
is generally observed by the apprentices; likewise with a desire of complying as nearly ag
possible with the directions laid down by his Lordship in making the calculation for addi-
tional aid.

I have, &c.
(signed) George Tyler.

 

(No. 2.)

(Cireular.)
Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 91 July 1835.

I nave the honour to inform you that instructions have been received by me in a circular
despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the colonies, dated 15th June,
to revoke the commissions which I issued on the 1st of August 1834, appointing special
magistrates to act in this colony in conformity with the Imperial Act for the Abolition of
lavery.
Incarrying into effect this instruction, I am desired to acquaint you that the measure is

one of a general character, and taken in accordance with the known views of Parliament,
without reference to individuals.
Thave much gratification, when making this communication, in being directed to conve

to you the thanks of His Majesty’s Government for the services which you have rendered
in your capacity as special magistrate.

ou will from this date be relieved from all further duties connected with the commission,
which duties are thenceforth to be conducted solely by the stipendiary magistrates.

I have, &c.
(signed) George Tyler.

 

(No. 3.)

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 24 July 1835.
I wave the honour to inform your Excellency, that in consequence of instructions

received from His Majesty’s Secretary of State to revoke the commissions appointing the
local special magistrates within this colony, it has been necessary to issue a newgeneral
commission of the peace.

In appointing the individuals to fill the commission, it appeared to me at this particular
crisis to be of the utmost importance to confine it to proprietors resident in the colony, and
to a few persons whose official situations required that they should be invested with it. The
original commission was issued by my predecessor, Sir George Hill, who, in subsequently
extending it, added, with others, the names of four individuals, two of whom are managers,
and the other two not being proprietors, or holding situations which would justify their
appointment under present circumstances, I considered their continuance in the commission
objectionable, With this conviction, and in conformity with the 32d and 394 articles of the
Royal Instructions, I assembled a privy council, who were unanimous in the propriety of
omitting the four names above alluded to in the new commission, I further suggested the
great inconvenience which would naturally be experienced by the clergymen now holding
benefices within the colony, should their names still be continued in the commission of the
peace, the parishes over which they preside being so extensive that their time must be
wholly occupied in discharging their professional duties, which, if properly attended to,
would prove much more beneficial to the public good than by abstracting any portion of it
for secular purposes. I am happy to say this suggestion was equally approved of and
adopted in council; and the names of the Rev. T. A. Browne, of Charlotte parish, and the
Rev. Charles Layton, of the Grenadines, omitted in the commission. These several altera-
tions which it has been my duty to explain, will, I hope, when communicated by your
Excellency to His Majesty’s Secretary of State, meet with approbation.

, I have, &e.
To Sir Lionel Smith. (signed) George Tyler.

 

— No. 374, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 24 September 1835:
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch (St. Vincent's)

of the 4th August, enclosing copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, 30
which that officer reports the revocation of the unpaid special commissions, 10
obedience to my circular despatch of the 15th June, and expresses an opinion, in
which you coincide, that the assistance of at least two more stipendiary magistrates
from home will be required in consequence of this measure. You
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You will learn with satisfaction that His Majesty's Government have antici- ST, VINCENT.

pated even a greater demand than you have now made for an increased number of Mr. Poleom Mr.

magistrates, and that I have already appointed three additional gentlemen (whose ‘Anderson.Mr. I.

names you will find in the margin) to act in that capacity in St.Vincent. G. Smith.

These magistrates will probably have arrived in the colony previously to the re-

ceipt by you of this despatch, and the total number allotted to St. Vincent wiil then

be augmented to six. ; ;

I do not apprehend that six magistrates will be found to be more than are required

in St. Vincent for the efficient administration of the apprentice laws. You will,

lowever, report to me your opinion on this point, in order that in the event of a

smaller number being sufficient, I may lose no time in transferring superfluous

services to other colonies, where they may be usefully employed.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

 

— No. 375.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 375-

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 18 August 1835.
I nave the honour to enclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the

copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, enclosing copies of his address to

the Assembly and Council, and of the replies of those bodies.
T have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 875.

Extracr from Lieutenant-GovernorTyler's Letter to Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Government House, St. Vincent, 11 August 1835.

I nave the honour to enclose your Excellency a copy of my address to the Legislature Enclosure 1;
on opening the session on the 29th ultimo, and of the answers thereto from both branches. in No. 375.
The Bill to amend the Abolition Act of this colony, which was under discussion during

six weeks previous to the dissolution of the late Assembly, was passed on the first day of
the present meeting, nearly in strict accordance with the alterations pointed ont as necessary
to ensure the Abolition Act of this colony receiving His Majesty’s sanction.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 375.
(Extract.)

Mr. President, and Members of His Majesty’s Legislative Council; Enclosure 2,

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly; in No. 375-
Tue Bills which were in progress previous to the dissolution will require your earliest

attention to renew and complete. To one of those Bills I feel it my duty to. point out the
necessity of its arresting, before all others, your individual and dispassionate attention; I
allude to the Bill containing the amendments proposed to be made in the Act for the Abolition
of Slavery within this colony. No time should be lost in perfecting the same, in conformity
with the principles laid down by His Majesty’s late Secretary of State for the Colonies, who
informs us that when it is so completed, His Majesty would be advised to affix to the Act
of His subjects in the Island of St. Vincent his final and authoritative sanction.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 375.
(Extract.)

To his Excellency George Tyler, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief

for the time being of the island of St. Vincent, &c. &e. &e.
THE earliest attention of this branch of the Legislature shall be directed to the renewal Enclosure 3,

and completion of the Bills which were in progress previous to the dissolution, and par- in No. 375-
Heularly to the Bill containing the amendments proposed to be made in the Act for the
bolition of Slavery within this colony, and the Board will lose no time in contributing to

pereect the same, in conformity with the principles laid down by His Majesty’s late Secretary
an ante for the Colonies, anticipating that His Majesty will be advised to affix to such
sanctin,. His faithful subjects in the island of St. Vincent His final and authoritative

Council Chamber, St. Vincent, 29 July 1835.
166.~-II.
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ST. VINCENT. Enclosure 4, in No. 375.

Extract from an Address from the House of Assembly to Lieutenant-GovernorTyler
dated 29 July 1835. ,

Enclosure 4, Tue House will proceed without delay to renew and complete the Bills which were in
in No. 375- progress previous to the dissolution of the late House, and more particularly will direct its

attention to the completion of the Bills containing the amendment proposed to be made in
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery within this colony, with the view of rendering itaccept-
able to His Majesty’s Government and beneficial to the colony.

 

—No. 376. —

No. 376. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 26 September 1835.
I uAveE the honour to transmit herewith the returns called for by your Lordship’s

circular despatch of the 18th June last, as furnished by Lieutenant-Governor
_aeTyler.

I have, xc.
vide ¥

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in No. 376.

 

 

(No. 1.)

Enclosures in RETURN of the Names of Special or Stipendiary Magistrates who have Resigned their
No. 376. Office, with the Reasons for the same.

DATE
NAME of MAGISTRATE, Description. ot REASONS,

RESIGNATION.

Charles Gocking, esq. | Special -| 12 Jan. 1835| Magisterial duties interfering too
much with his private pursuits.

Lieut.-col. St. Clair -| Stipendiary | 25 July 1835| Duties having become too arduous
for his state of health.  
 

(No. 2.)

ABSTRACT of Retums of all Punishments inflicted in the Colony from the 1st of
August 1834 to the 1st of August 1835, distinguishing those inflicted by the Stipendiary
Magistrates from those inflicted by the Local Special Magistrates.

 

 
 

  

Males. Females. TOTAL.

Stipendiary Magistrate, Windward Division - = - 453 433 886
Ditto - - + - Southern Division - - 488 371 859
Ditto - - - - Leeward Division - - 466 433 4

Local Special Magistrates - - - - - 70 50 12
__

Total - - -{ 1,477 1,287 2,764   
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ABSTRACTof Returns extracted from the Registrar’s Office, of Apprenticed Labourers

who have been Released, by Purchase or otherwise, from the

Servitude, from the Ist of August 1834 to September 1835.
emainder of their

 

—_——
 

By appraisement - - - - -

By agreement with their owners = - = =

For a nominal consideration - - -

Total

  

 

Males. Females, TOTAL.

- - 8 q 15

- - 1 5

- - 9 13 22

- - - 18 24 42   
 

ST. VINCENT.
——

RETURN of Apprenticed Labourers, Releases of whose Services by Appraisement under the Provisions of the

Abolition Act are entered on Record in the Registrar’s Office of this Island.

 

 

  

        

Names fyApppraisers Name of Apprenticed Labourer, Name of Amount

Date of Release. appointed under‘the AbolitionAct Party or Estate entitled of
by whom Valuation made. Male. Female. to Services. Appraisement.

Currency.

1834: £. 8. d.

October - 21 | Lawrence Brady - Umpire -|-  -  -| Mary Hoskins |Mount Wynne estate) 48 - —

December 11 | John M‘Arthur - : : . : a
James Crosly ~}Appraisers - = ~| Patience Upper Diamond— 75

— - 15, James J. Choppin- : . ~ te oe . : -_ — _-John Reily « _¢ ditto Ben Wallibon 50

1835:

February - 13| Evan Stephens - . : - - - -_—John P. Thirlwall 7} ditto - |Bob Lavicourt Rosebank 1477 «6

— -  - Evan Stephens - : -[ - «© - i -_— -| John P. Thirlwall } ditto -| Job - Richmond 177 8

— + 18| Laurence Brady - : . ' . . - -— - .Joh Wiseman 7} ditto -|- - Violet Hope 120

June = 12 | Chas. D.Stewart - Umpire -| James -| - -  * Spring _ 9 -

f John (child)| Present and 3 . .
July = - 3] Nathan Newbold - ditto - children. Friendship = —|] 75 - -

|Richard, d° | Margaret & d°

August Thomas Le.Gall - : ini -* Chas. D. Stewart *} Appraisers - > | Nan - +] Union Island —} 32 -

— ~ 20° Robert D. Dalzell : ~-| 2. «+ «= [ dite - + 2 - =Thomas Ee Gall =} ditto -| Morgen _ "5
—- + - DFSutherend oy ditto -| Peter -| -  «-  - | William La Borde 10 = =

September 17|Wm. Rose Scott. - : - . - - +| Rosebank estate - 60 - -
J. Lawson Morris } ditto - Hetty esetam ese °

Total, 8 Males, 7 Females - - + £. [1,114 15 6

19 September 1835. (signed) § John Beresford, Registrar.
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RETURN of Apprenticed Labourers, Releases of whose Services b
for a valuable Consideration have been entered on Record in the
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y the Party entitled the
Registrar’s Office of this Island.

  

 

 

Name of Apprenticed Labourer,

Date of Release. Name of Party Releasing.

Male. Female.

1834:

September 24| Charles Paul - 2 8 fe -| Jane ~- =
October 16| Nathan Newbold - - - -|]- -| Madge-  -

1835:

March - 18| Charles J. Selby, trustee of Coram |- + = - |CatherineCoram
and others.

April - 8 | Charlotte M. Dasent, executrix of |-  - -j| Louisa- ~~
Dasent.

July - 28 ] Eliza Littledale - - - -| Richard -] « -

Total, 1 Male,4Females - - - £.

  
19 September 1835.

 

 
(signed)

 

 

Consideration

for

Release,

ean,

Currency,

£oad
40 - 5
100 - .

 
John Beresford, Registrar,

RETURN of Apprenticed Labourers, Releases of whose Services by the Party entitled thereto
(foranominal Consideration) have been entered on Record in the Registrar's Office of this
Island, from 1st August 1834 to October 1835.

 

Name of Apprenticed Labourer, Consideration

 

  

Date of Release. Name of Party Releasing. for

Male. Female. Release.

1834:

August - 8| Pemberton Hobson and Margaret|John George; Sophy - -
Jane (his wife). John- -; Mary -—  - -_

Josephine -
— +12] Sarah Hobson - - « «| Polydore +} Polly - - } _

Lane - -' - - - If
— «21 Frances Hobson - : - -| Jacob -j- - } _

; James -|- +. - ;
October - 28 |Jane White, executrix of Kenneth| - - -| Frances . Faithful ser-

Ross, executor of Robert White. vices.

1835; .

January - 21 | John Clarke, by direction of N.B. | Lawley -{ - + = _
Cropper.

—- - -—] Daniel Wall- - - - ef- - -| Jane - - (10s. currency.

March - 23| Henry Charles Warren - - -j- - ~ | Leah - - l108. ditto.
April - 3{ Abraham Baxter - - - -/- - -{Mary - — = |108. ditto.
— - 7| William Tucker Dickinson - - | Samuel Hall] - - os -
— +11} Mary Frances Questel - - -|- - - Mary Maith - |) paithfal ser-

Polly "  *{f vices.

May - 9| Joanna Coombes - - - -|- - - | Eliza - -| los
June  - 20; James O'Brien, heir of Cornelius |Humphrey+} Polly - -| los. O’Brien.

Total - - -

19 September 1835.

 
(signed)

 
9 Males, 13 Females.

 
John Beresford, Registrar.
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(No. 4.)

(Circular.) .
INSTRUCTIONS to Stipenpiary MAGIsTRATEs.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 23 July 1824.

L nave the honour to forward to you herewith a commission as stipendiary magistrate

in this colony, in accordance with directions from the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

and avail myself of the opportunity of transmitting at the same time the several documents

named in the margin, containing the general instructions by which your official conduct is

to be chiefly guided.

It would be impossible to arrange any specific rules, independently of these documents,

that would comprise all the points necessary for your information ; I have therefore only to

impress upon you the importance of making yourself thoroughly acquainted with the

enclosed Acts, but more particularly I would call your attention to theBritish Act for the

Abolition of Slavery, as embracing the principles upon which alone the Colonial Acts are

founded.
The duties you will have to perform might at first appear difficult and arduous, but I am

persuaded that by firmness of character and promptitude of decision, every obstacle will be

easily surmounted and effectually conquered.

The special magistrates appointed to your division are invested with the same authority

as yourself, and are included with you in the commission of the peace for the colony. You

will observe that the several Acts come into operation on the ist of August next, on which

day your duties as stipendiary magistrate will also commence.
I have, &c.

(signed) George Tyler.

Robert Birks Pitman, Esq. Windward Division.
Lieut.-Colonel St, Clair, Southern Division.

Robert Sutherland, Esq., Leeward Division.

 

Sr. VINCENT.

By his Excellency, George Tyler, Esq. Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief,
&e. &e. &e.

(Seal at Arms.) George Tyler.

A Proclamation.

Wuenrsas it is expedient that the slave population of this island and its dependencies
should be made acquainted with the change that is about to take place in their situation on

the 1st day of August next, 1 have thought fit to issue this my proclamation for that

purpose.
It will be remembered that a short time ago His Majesty caused the Governors of the

different islands to issue His Royal Proclamation to the owners of estates, to be by them

read and explained to their slaves, by which they were informed that all slaves were to be
made free after the ist of August 1834.

It is therefore hereby notified and explained that the laws respecting them and the free-

dom they are to enjoy will be, from the ist day of August next, as follows:
Slaves who now work upon estates and are employed in the manufacture of sugar, are to

be called pradial apprenticed labourers, and are to continue to work for their masters, the

same as they now do, for six years, that is, until the 1st of August 1840, after which they

will be entirely free to work for themselves.
Those who are not employed on estates, or are employed as domestics, are to be called

non-predials, and are to remain as apprenticed labourers for four years, that is, until the

ist of August 1838.
The reason for this difference of the time for apprenticeship is owing to the non-predial

or domestic labourers being always employed by their masters, and having no time allowed

for themselves.
The predial apprentice is only to work a certain number of hours in the week, and is to

be allowed by law one day in each week besides Sunday. The Sabbath-day being set apart
for the purposes of Divine worship, no Sunday markets will be allowed by law to be held

after the first day of August next. In addition to these days, the masters allow thema

portion of the time they are to labour for them to cultivate their provision grounds; and
this time will amount, in the whole year, to 11 days, making altogether 115 days in the

Whole year, which the praedial apprenticed labourer will enjoy as hisown. He will also have

ishouse, provision yround, clothing, salt fish and medical attendance as usual, during the

period of his apprenticeship. .
more children that belong to apprenticed labourers, and are under the age of six years on

hefirst day of August next, will be free, and also all that are born after that time; butall

that are above the age of six will be apprenticed labourers under the same laws and regula-
pons as their parents. The children that become free on the ist day of August next must

:. entirely supported by their fathers and mothers; if they neglect to do so, beingable,

ey will be punished according to the law made for that purpose, and their children will be

apprenticed to their masters until they are 21 years of age.
166,—II, y y ~ Apprenticed
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Apprenticed labourers will be allowed by law to purchase their time from their mastersat
a fair and just appraisement, which ought to induce them to work their grounds, orfollow
their trades with industry, so as to earn money for this purpose.
Now for all these indulgences they must do good work for their masters, otherwise the

will be punished by the order of a magistrate, who is to be sent out from England for the
express purpose of inquiring into all complaints between the masters and a pprentices, and
punishing them when they deserve it, as no master, manager or driver will he allowed to
punish.
The punishments in future will be whipping, hard labour on the tread-mill, confinement in

the stocks, working extra hours for their masters, and meny others, according to theoffence
committed.

It is also ordered that no woman shall ever be whipped, but be punished in all other Ways,
as the men, when they deserve it.
The King and the people of England have voted the large sum of 20,000,000 of pounds

sterling, to buy the freedom of all the slaves in the West Indies; and [ do earnestly require
and call upon all slaves within this Governmentto show their gratitude for this great bless-
ing by good behaviour, and quiet and peaceable conduct, and a cheerful and willing atten-
tion to the duties they are bound to perform for their masters. If they do this, they will
prosper through life ; but if they suppose they are to pass their time in idleness, they will
be sadly disappointed, for the law will tnake them work while they are apprentices; and
after that time they must work for themselves, or perish for want, as there will be no one to
provide for them.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Government-house, in Kingstown, St. Vin-
cent, this 2d day of April 1834.

By his Excellency’s command,

(signed) S. Osborne Gibbes, Government Secretary.

Duly proclaimed in Kingstown, this 2d of April 1834.

(signed) Charles J. F. Hobson, Provost Marshal General.

 

(Circular.)
Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 24 July 1834.

A request having been made to me by a deputation from a meeting held in Kingstown
yesterday, that I would direct the stipendiary magistrates who have been appointed to this
island to visit each estate contained within their separate divisions, for the purpose of
explaining to the negroes the law as established for their guidance and government after
the ist of August next, I have therefore to request you will proceed without loss of time to
your division, and being accompanied by the special magistrates appointed to the several
districts within it, you will visit each estate and give the negroes thereon distinctly to
understand you have been directed to do so by me, for the express purpose of explaining
to them the law which has been established for their benefit as well as government, after
the 1st of August next. This you will do in as plain language as possible, in the presence
of the proprietor or manager. You will also inform the negroes of the names of the special
magistrates whom I have appointed as the individuals to aid and assist you in dispensing
justice amonst them. .
You will likewise take the opportunity, conjointly with the special magistrates, of request

ing the proprietors or managers of estates to pdint out and name to you such individuals
as they may deem fit and proper persons to fill the situation of constable, according to the
3ist clause of the Colonial Act for the Abolition of Slavery. .

After having executed these duties, you will report to me the spirit and manner evinced
by the negroes on receiving your communication, and whatever else may appear to you
necessary for my information.

I have enclosed herewith copies of a proclamation issued by me immfediately after the
passing of the Abolition Act for this colony, which contains a general abstract of the laws
that are to come into operation on the ist of August. This will assist your explanation,
and by leaving a copy at each estate it will enable the negro to enjoy the benefit ofa
reference.

 

I have, &c.
R. B. Pitman, Esq. (signed) Geo. Tyler.
Lieut.-colonel St. Clair.
Robert Sutherland, Esq.

(Circular.)
Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 20 September 1834.
AN opinion has prevailed generally in this colony that a domestic or non-pradial labour

may be liable to be sentenced, either by the proprietor or special magistrate, to workinthe

field or perform any predial labour during the term of his apprenticeship. .
The Abolition Act being silent upon this subject, it was difficult to form a correct decision

upon it. It has, however, now come within my knowledge, from perusing the comments rs
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His Majesty’s Secretary of State for theColonies upon the Act for the Abolition of Slavery

at Barbadoes, that no such authority is vested in either party. .

To use Mr. Spring Rice’s own words, in adverting to a clause which enacts the principle

alluded to, ,“ it is impossible not to perceive that the conversion of a domestic into a field

Jabourer, may, in consequence of the totally different nature of the employment, inflict upon

him a most severe and objectionable punishment.” Again he observes, “I have only to

urge the repeal of the 12th section, which authorises the transfer of the apprentices’ in cer-

tain cases, from the non-predial to the predial class.”

I have thus noted these observations of Mr. Rice to establish the fact more satisfactorily

to your mind, and afford you the opportunity of referring to it when explaining the different

points in question to those interested within your division.
I am, &e.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.
R. B. Pitman, Esq., Windward Division.

Lieut.-colonel St. Clair, Southern Division.

R. Sutherland, Esq., Leeward Division.

Sir, Sion Lodge, 1 October 1834.

THERE is one point which I will thank your Excellency to decide, which I have been

asked, and declined giving my opinion until.I know your decision.

A non-predial apprenticed labourer prefers serving in the field as a predial labourer, and

is therefore willing to lose the benefit of the four years’ apprenticeship for the sake of gaining

two days in the week, Saturday and Sunday, to himself, and consequently willingly gives up

all idea of emancipation until six years from the 1st of August last. Can it be permitted?

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Thomas S. St. Clair, Lieut.-colonel,

To his Excellency the Lieut.~Governor, Special Magistrate.

&e. &e. &e.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 2 October 1834.

In answer to your letter of yesterday, I am of opinion that an apprenticed labourer, of

whatever class, may voluntarily enter into any contract with his master, provided it is done

openly, and with the approval of the stipendiary magistrate.

 

I am, &e.

Lieut.-col. St. Clair, K. H., (signed) George Tyler.

Stipendiary Magistrate.

Gentlemen, Government House, St. Vincent, 14 October 1834.

A norics, dated 12th September, having been issued by you, to the effect that you pro-

posed holding a petty sessions on Saturday in every week, I am commanded by His Excel-

lency the Lieutenant-Governor to call your attention to the circumstance of that day having

been selected by Mr. Sutherland, the stipendiary magistrate of the Leeward division, for

assisting at the petty sessions at Chateauleelair, and his having fixed on Wednesdays as

the days for attending at Barrouallie, and Thursdays for assisting at the petty sessions in

your own, the Baccamont district. As his Excellency considers it indispensable that the

stipendiary magistrate should be present at the different petty sessions held in his division,

I am commanded to request that you will alter the day for holding the petty sessions at the

Baccamont district from Saturday to Thursday, and that you will give notice of the change.

 

I have, &e.

The Special Magistrates, (signed) S. Osborne Gibbes,

Baccamont District. Private Secretary.

; (Circular.)
Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 6 January 1835.

WuENEVER you deem it necessary, in your capacity as special magistrate, to inflict
corporal punishment upon any apprenticed labourer brought before you, | have to request
you will furnish me with a copy of the evidence, and the sentence passed.

I am, &c.

The Special Magistrates, (signed) George Tyler.

St. Vincent.

 

Lieutenant-Governor’s Rule for regulating Spell Work for taking off the Crop on Estates
where no Agreement has been entered into for that purpose between the Employers and

their Apprentices, gth January 1835.
wide qul-gang to be divided into three spells. The first spell to commence work at the
ms at ve o'clock, A. M.; they will take their breakfasts with them, and will! remain at their

rk throughout their nine hours, viz. until two o’clock, p.m. The second spell, who had
166.—IT, commenced
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ST. VINCENT. commenced their field labour at the usual time of six o’clock,®a. m., will have had theirho
—_— for breakfast, their two hours at noon, and will consequently be prepared to go to their work

at two o’clock to the mill, and remain until six, p.m., which will amount to ig hours. Th
third spell will commence work at five o’clock at the mill the following mornine, andwill
be relieved at two o’clock by the first spell of the preceding day. ° ” '

 

— No. 377. —

No. 377. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 26 September 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,

transcripts of several Acts of the Legislature of St. Vincent, respectively in-
tituled :—

No. 323.—* An Act to repeal certain Clauses and to alter and amend an Act
ed be entitled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of St. Vincent.’ ”

Prine Nod No. 324.—“ An Act supplementary to an Act entitled, ‘ An Act to provide for
io OAyre ie we the general Registration of all Slaves,” &c.

PM,NO ~—ONo. 325.—“ An Act to legalise the Police Settlement of the Windward Divi-
DOT Me .

Ayre gin © 46. sion,” &c.onl 1aie I have, &c.
AY (signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 378.—

No. 378. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 November 1835.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th September, enclosing several Acts

passed by the Governor, Council and Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent, for
the purpose of the amendments in the slavery abolition laws required by my prede-
cessor, Lord Aberdeen, in his despatch of the 30th March last.
On a consideration of these Acts, and a comparison of their enactments with the

remarks and suggestions conveyed to you in Lord Aberdeen’s despatch, I am happy
to observe that the confident expectation which he expressed that the Legislature of
St. Vincent would accede to the purposes contemplated in the instructions con-
tained in that despatch has not been disappointed.
The amendments required by Lord Aberdeen appear to me to have been readily

and substantially adopted, and it will therefore be my gratifying duty to advise
His Majesty in Council to declare that adequate and satisfactory provision has
been made by law in St. Vincent for giving effect in that island to the Act ot
Parliament for the abolition of slavery by the supplementary enactments therein
mentioned.

There is, however, one enactment in the Act No. 323 which I cannot allow to
pass without observation. The 14th section of that Act prohibits any person,
under a penalty, from buying or receiving from an apprenticed labourer certain
enumerated articles without the knowledge or consent of his employer, signifiedby
a note in writing, specifying the nature and quality of the goods. As this section
appears to me to have been substituted for the 62d section of the former Act,
with the bond fide intention of complying with Lord Aberdeen’s suggestion with
respect to that section, I entirely absolve the Legislature of St. Vincent from any
design of improperly encroaching on the freedom of the apprentices by the probibi-
tion in question. I cannot, however, but think that the extent and nature of Lord
Aberdeen’s suggestion has been misapprehended, and that he did not intend to

sanction an absulute prohibition of this description, affecting many articles of ordi-
nary traffic, where no circumstances of suspicion attached to the transaction.
apprehended his intention to have been to suggest, as a substitute for the 62d sec-
tion of the former Act, some additional security against the clandestine receipt

from apprenticed labourers of goods, which the party receiving them had reason to
believe were stolen. I entertain a strong objection to the section as it stands at
present, as I cannot but consider it as imposing a needless and therefore unwarrant-

able restriction on the rights of a large class of the community. Forthe reason
however,
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however, which I have stated, I do not think I should be doing justice to the spirit ST. VINCENT.
in which the Legislature of St. Vincent appear to have received and acted on Lord —
Aberdeen’s despatch, if, on the ground of this single enactment, relating to a sub-
‘ect on which the language employed by my predecessor was not altogether free
from ambiguity, I had advised His Majesty to withhold the declaration necessary
to entitle the colony to a share in the compensation fund.

You will, however, take an early opportunity of recommending to the Legisla-
ture the repeal of this enactment ; and I entertain the greatest confidence that they
will readily admit the justice and the policy of remedying this defect in the Act,
founded, as it appears to me, merely on a misconception.

I have, &c.Sir L, Sm (signed) § Glenelg.

 

— No. 379.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith. No. 379.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 November 1835.

Witu reference to my despatch of the 12th instant, I have the honour to trans- Oo
mit to you two orders passed by His Majesty in Council om the 2oth instant, the 29 2 Coup.
one leaving to their operation certain Acts passed by the Legislature of St. Vincent Pring.vember «th
in the months of April, May and June 1834, and May and September last, and Peadj, nthe 835
the other declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath been made by law 2 ine. Igy? .
in St. Vincent, by carrying into effect in that island the provisions of the Slavery
Abolition Act.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 380. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. _ No. 380.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 2 November 1835.

I nave much pleasure in transmitting for your Lordship’s information the
accompanying copy of a despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, enclosing a~2Octo,
statement of the quantity of sugar made in St. Vincent during the last crop season, 3885,
and of the sums paid to the apprenticed labourers for their extra labour. ,

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 380.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 12 October 1835.
1 nave the honour of transmitting to your Excellency a return of the quantity of sugar _Enclosure in

made within this colony during the last crop, and of the sums paid in each division to the No. 380.
apprentices for their extra labour. These sums, amounting to 3,128/. §s. sterling, having
been paid to the apprentices in this colony during the last crop season for extra labour,
Will, | hope, prove the fact that the apprenticed labourers will work for hire.

I have, &c.
(signed) Geo. Tyler.

166.—II,
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and of the Sums paid to the
: umber of Estates where a Fixed Agreement was entered

and confirmed by the Stipendiary Magistrates, from those where no suchFixed Agreement

 

 

          
 

 

was made.

Estates Estates . : .where where Total Sums Paid Sums Paid Total Paid SUGAR MADE.
DIVISION. | aFixed | no Fixed | Number by __ where no for —_-—Agreement |Agreement E ° Fixed Agreement . .was made.|was made. states, Agreement. was made. | xtra Labour. |Hogsheads.} Tierces. | Barrels,

Currency. Currency. Currency.
. £ ad. £. 8s d. £ sd,Windward - =} 19 10 29 1,840 ~11 | 1,015 1011 | 2,856 — 10} 5,634 — ~

Southen - -[ at 23 44 2171 - -| 20 -~ -| 2431 - ~| 4,673 137 _
Leeward 22 16 38 1,257 310| 675 - 10; 1,932 4 8| 3,260 179 210

7 7,219 5 6Tora, = =| 62 49 111 5,268 4 9/ 195011 9 or 13,467 316 210
3,128 5 -
sterling.

— No. 381. —

No. 381. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 31 December 1835.
I nave received your despatch of the 2d November, enclosing copy of a des-

patch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, with a statement annexed of the quantity
of sugar made in St. Vincent during the last crop season, and of the sums paid to
the apprenticed labourers for extra hire.

This statement is of a very satisfactory nature, and I am much gratified to per-
ceive this extension of a system of free labour, which I feel confident the proprietors
and the labourers will find eminently conducive to their mutual interests, and
which is calculated most effectually to promote the welfare and prosperity of the
colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

— No. 382. —

No. 382. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 25 February 1836.
aule ®) Herewiru I have the honour to transmit the copy of a letter from the Lieute-

yice TG. nant-governor of St. Vincent, transmitting Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of
we December last.

Enclosure. 1,
in No. 382.

1 have, &c.
Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. (signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 382.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 13 February 1836.
I HAve the honour to forward to your Excellency the Tables containing the punishments

inflicted upon the apprenticed labourers within this colony for the month of December, an
have caused to be appended to each table a report from the special magistrate of the distric
to which it refers, of the general conduct of the apprentices, and the reasons, if necessary,

for any material increase of punishments over the preceding month. i &
have, &c.

His Excellency Major-General Sir L. Smith, (signed) George Tyler.
&e. Ke, Ke.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 382.

Sir, ; Windward Division, 1 January 1896.
Luave the honour to forward herewith the monthly returns of my official proceedings

for December 1835, and to state to your Excellency, that the conduct of the apprentices in

this division has been, during that period, quiet and orderly.

An increase of punishment will be found in the present return, as compared with my last,

arising from the necessity of restoring regularity of work in two large gangs.
I have, &c.

His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, (signed) RR. B. Pitman, S.J.
&ec. &e. Ke.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 382.

Sir, Mount Pleasant, 28 January 1836.
In accordance with your Excellency's circular of the 16th ult., I have, on transmitting my

monthly record for December, the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that I am able to
give a good report of the state and general character of the apprentices in this district.
With reference to the apparent increase, both of complaints and punishments, over the

preceding month, it can easily be accounted for. The number of males punished this
month, 93; females, 106. Out of this it is but fair to deduct 37 males and 64 females,
they having constituted three separate gangs on separate estates; and their punishment has

merely consisted of one or two days’ extra labour, either for lost time or negligence in
working.
With regard to the increase of punishments, particularly those of stripes, 1 would beg to

observe, that though I have been obliged in one month to inflict 647 stripes, only 309
stripes have been given for misconduct in the relative characiers of apprentice and owner or
employer; the remainder are for crimes against society at large, and could be punished by
any justice of the peace.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. (signed) § Edwin Polson.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 382.

Sir, St. Vincent, 8 January 1836.
I nave the honour to state to your Excellency, that the general conduct of the appren-

ticed labourers in the Leeward district has been very satisfactory during the whole month
of December, but especially during the holidays.
” It is with extreme regret I am still obliged frequently to have recourse to corporal punish-
ment, owing to the delay in erecting a house of correction, and cells for solitary confine-
ment in this division.

T have, &c.
(signed) Robert Sutherland, 8. J.,His Excellency George Tyler,Esq., le a Di

eward District.Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 382,
Sir, Bequia, 4 January 1836.

I wave the honour to lay before your Excellency my record for the last month, ending
31st December, and am happy to state, on the whole, the punishments are generally of

a much lighter nature than the preceding month.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. G. Smith,His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler,
Stipendiary Magistrate for the Grenadines.&e. Ke. Ke.

 

— No. 383. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 12 April 1836.
HAVE the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s consideration the copy of a
atch from the Lieutenant-governor of St. Vincent, enclosing Tables (A.) and

th -) for the month of January last, together with reports from the magistrates upon
© general conduct of the apprentices.

desp

I have, &c.

166.—IT,
(signed) Lionel Smith.
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Enclosure 2,
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Enclesure 3,
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Enclosure 4,
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Enclosure 5,
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Enclosure 1 in No. 383.

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Governor Sir Lionel Smith:
dated Government House, St. Vincent, 19th March 1836.

“I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency the returns of punishments inflicted
by the special magistrates within this colony, during the month of January, together with
their reports upon the general conduct of the apprentices.”

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 383.

Sir, Windward Division, 3 February 1896.
I nave the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that the conduct of the

apprentices in this division during the past month has been quiet and orderly.
. I have, &e.

To his Excellency (signed) R. B. Pitman, S.J,
Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, &c. &e.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 383.

Sir, Second District, 14th March 1836.
In forwarding to your Excellency the copy of the journal of my proceedings for the

month of January last, I have the gratification of calling to your Excellency’s attention the
decrease in the number of complaints and punishments. And I beg to remind your Excel-
lency that it is only for the last week in January that my district was diminished by the
new division on the arrival of Mr. Anderson.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) Edwin Polson.

The Lieutenant-Governor, Kc. &c.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 383.

Sir, Richmond Hill, 10 February 1836.
I nave the honour to enclose to your Excellency my first monthly report as special jus-

tice, brought up to the 1st instant. You will observe, that the offences committed on estates
are exceedingly few; and that the calendar is swelled up by cases from the town, where
disputes between seamen and their employers are of frequent occurrence. No very serious
breach of the peace, however, has come under my cognizance.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) John Anderson.

Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, &c. &c.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 883.

Sir, St. Vincent, 1 February 1836.
It is with regret I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency of a great increase in

the number of convictions of apprenticed labourers during the month of January over the
one preceding. ;

This is accounted for by three gangs of predial labourers having performed their duties
in a very negligent manner; they were in consequence mulcted in time.

Actual crime has decreased in frequency and magnitude.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency (signed) Robert Sutherland,
George Tyler, Esq., kK. H., Lieut.-Governor, Special Justice Southern Division,

&e. &e. &e. Leeward District.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 883.

Sir, St. Vincent, 1 February 1836.

I sxc leave to state that, in consequence of the short time I have been employed, Tam
unable to make any particular report to your Excellency as to the increase or decrease ol

crime among the apprenticed labourers in my division; but in considering the number
employed therein, I conceive their conduct, generally speaking, to be orderly, and theit
offences not of a very serious nature.

I have, &c.
His Excellency (signed) J.J. Tinling,

Captain George Tyler, x. u., Lieut.-Governor, Special Justice Northern Division,
&e, &e. Ke. St. Vincents. Leeward District.
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ST. VINCENT.

~-- No. 384. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 384.

My Lord, Government House, Grenada, 3 May 1836.
HzxrewiT#a I have the honour to transmit Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of Pig

February last, as furnished by the Lieutenant-governor of St. Vincent. * Table By
Thave, &c. 386,

(signed) = Lionel Smith.oS

Enclosure 1, in No. 384.

Sir, Windward District, 8th March 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the monthly return and abstract of my offi- Enclosure 1,

cial proceedings as special justice during the month of February 1836, together with the in No. 384.
return of the serjeant of police for the same period.

I have the honour to report for your Excellency’s information that the conduct of the
apprentices in this district during the past month has been quiet and orderly.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency Lieut.-Governor Tyler, (signed) R. B. Pitman.

Ke. Ke. Ke.

 

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 384.

Sir, SecondDistrict, 22d March 1836.
Tuave the honour to forward your Excellency the journal of proceedings before me for Enclosure 2,

the month of February last, together with Table (A.) in No. 384.
I beg to observe, in the total number of punishments inflicted, amounting to 227, that

157, viz. 73 males and 84 females, belonging to two separate estates, were charged as distinct
angs, the one for neglecting their work and the other for destroying fences; the punishment
or which is in one case two days’ extra labour, and in the other one day’s.
This will, I hope, sufficiently account for the apparent increase of the number of punish-

ments in the last month over the previous one.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, (signed) = Edwin Polson.
&e. Ke. Ke.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 384.

Sir, Richmond Hill, 1st March 1836.
Tag accompanying document, which I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency, Enclosure 3,

contains a duplicate of my journal, as stipendiary magistrate of the Third District, for the in No. 3&4.
past month.
Whilst I regret the amount of complaints exhibited in the abstract view, I may be allowed

to observe that they are mainly of a class which necessarily enters into the police reports of
any capital; and where a commercial and agricultural community are included in the same
teturn, breaches of the peace must greatly preponderate among the former. I am happy to
say I have had occasion to punish few offenders in the rural part of my charge.

 

. I have, &c.
To his Excellency Lieut.-GovernorTyler, (signed) John Andersen.

Ke. Ke. Ke.

Enclosure 4, in No. 384.

Sir, St. Vincent, ist March 1836.
T wave the honour to state to your Excellency that the conduct of the apprenticed la~ —_Enclosure 4,

Ourers attached to the estates situated in the Southern Division of the Leeward District has in No. 384.
een satisfactory during the month of February, and the number of convictions nearly a
ulf less than during the previous month.

I have, &e.,
. (signed) Robert Sutherland,

To his Excellency George Tyler, Esq., Southern Division, Leeward District,
Lieut.-Governor, &c. Ke. Ke. °

166,—IT,
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ST. VINCENT.

— Enclosure 5, in No. 384.

Sir, Barronallie, St. Vincent’s, ist March 1896,
Enclosure 5, I am happy to state to your Excellency that the apprenticed labourers in my division for
in No. 384. the past month appear in general contented, and perform their work willingly, and the

number of offences, compared with the month of January, are less.
I have felt it necessary, however, in some few instances, to inflict rather severe punish-

ments, but with these few exceptions, the complaints are mostly of a trifling nature, and[
consider the general conduct of the apprentices of the division to be really creditable to
themselves.

I have, &c.
(signed) J.J. Tinling,

To his Excellency Captain Tyler, Sp. Justice, Northern Div., Leeward District,
Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. &e.
 

Enclosure 6, in No. 384.
Sir, Bequia, 10th March 1836,

Enclosure 6, Dvurine the last month the complaints have been few, and punishments less.
in No. 384. In two cases, your Excellency will perceive, I have been obliged to enforce the maximum

offifty stripes, both which are very bad; the apprenticed labourer, Adam, is the same
man that received fifty stripes, and was sentenced to work on the treadmill for a month of
six spells each day, in January last.

I have, &e.,
(signed) J. G. Smith,

To his Excellency the Lieut.-Governor. Stipendiary Justice.

 

— No. 385. —

No. 385. Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Grenada, 3 May 1836.

B) Herewirtn I have the honour to transmit Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of
Q

we +6, March last, as furnished by the Lieutenant-governor of St. Vincent.yt 8 y 8
Se

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 385.

Sir, . Windward District, 1 April 1836.

Enclosure 1, I nave the honour to transmit herewith the monthly returns of my official proceedings

in No. 385. _ as special justice during the month of March 1836, together with the quarterly report upon

the state of the police force and station in this district. .

Your Excellency will observe a slight increase in the number ofcorporal punishments

inflicted in the month under review, as compared with that in the mont preceding,which

has been necessary chiefly in consequence of the numerous offences committed by pasture-

boys and others having the charge of cattle.
I have the honour to report for your Excellency’s information, that the conduct of the

apprentices in this district during the past month has been very quiet and orderly.
I have, &c.

(signed) R. B. Pitman, 8. J.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 385.

Sir, Second District, 18 April 1836.
Enclosure 2, In forwarding my monthly report for March, I have again to explain to your Exodeee

in No. 385. the reason of the apparent increase of punishments, though after my explanation

pear that there is a material decrease of general complaints. . . \
It appears by my return that the number of punishments inflicted is 276 ; viz. 130 mae

females 146. Out of this may fairly be deducted 175 cases; viz. 80 males and 95 fema. “‘

being apprenticed labourers on Fair Hall estate, whose Saturdays I stopped in conseq res

of the continued fires which took place on that estate, there having been sixsevern ne

from the 7th February to the 13th March, which destroyed 13 negro houses. The 175 dels

deducted from the 276 cases, 101, being a material decrease from the lastmonth. is

With great deference, I would submit to your Excellency that a monthly return

hardlya fair criterion of the increase or decrease of crime, but that the returnof any Oohe
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months contrastedwith the corresponding three months of the previous year is far prefer- ST. VINCENT.

able, because at different seasons of the year different species of husbandry and manufac- —

ture are being proceeded with, some of which hold out greater temptation to dishonesty and

neglect than others.

 

T have, &c.
To His Excellency (signed) Edwin Polson.

The Lieutenant-Governor.

Enclosure 3, in No. 385.

Sir, Richmond Hill, 4th April 1836.

I nave the honour to hand your Excellency the duplicate record of my proceedings as Enclosure 3

special justice for the past month. in No. 385.

The apprentices on the estates under my charge have, with one exception, been orderly in

their conduct; but I am sorry to say that the crime of theft enters several times into the

abstract table of offences.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency (signed) § John Anderson.

Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, &c. Kc. Kc.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 385.

Sir, St. Vincent, 11 April 1836.
I nave the honour to state to your Excellency that the conduct of the apprenticed Enclosure 4,

labourers in my division has been very satisfactory through the past month. in No. 385.

The number of convictions continue to decrease.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency (signed) Robert Sutherland,

. George Tyler, Esq., K. u., Lieut.-Governor, Special Justice, Southern Division,
&e. &e. &e. Leeward District.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 385.

Sir, St. Vincent, 2 April 1836.

Tue general conduct of the apprenticed labourers in my division for the past month has Enclosure 5,

been such as to enable me to continue to report favourably of them to yourExcellency ; in No. 385.

and although the offences for the month of February were not great, those for the last month ,

have nevertheless decreased in the proportion of one-fourth, a fact which I feel pleasure in

pointing out to: your Excellency.
I have, &c.

His Excellency _ (signed) J.J. Tinting,

Captain George Tyler, k.H., &c. Ke. Ke. Special Justice, Northern Division,

Lieutenant-Governor. Leeward District.

 

Enclosure 6, in No, 385.
Sir, Bequia, 4 April 1836.

THE record for the month of March, I am happy to say, is far less than any of the pre- Enclosure 6,

ceding months, whichI attribute solely to the examples I have been obliged to make in the in No. 385.

months before.
I have, &c.

; To his Excellency (signed) John George Smith,
Lieutenant-Governor George Tyler, Stipendiary Justice.

St. Vincent.

 

— No. 386. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 386.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 8 June 1836.

A I Have the honour to transmit enclosed Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of
pri last, as furnished by the Lieutenant-governor of St. Vincent. T;

I have, &c. R86)
(signed) Lionel Smith.

166.~ IT,
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Enclosure 1, in No. 386.

Sir, Windward District, 2 May 1836
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the monthly returns of my officialproceedings

as special justice during the month of April 1836. ®
Your Excellency will observe that the number of punishments was greater last month

than it was for some months previous, owing to the necessity of making up the work of
three gangs within the district; at the same time it will be seen that the individual punish-
ments have been of a slight nature.
With the exception of the disposition apparent amongst the apprentices upon some few

estates to do their work indolently, 1 have no reason to complain of the conduct of the
apprentices in this district.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, (signed) R. B. Pitman, §. J,

&e &e. Ke |

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 386.

Sir, ; _. Second District, 9 May 1836.
I wave the honour, in transmitting to your Excellency my return for the month ofApril,

to report the gratifying fact of the continued decrease of complaints and punishments,
Ihave, &c.

To his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. (signed) , Edwin Polson,

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 386.

Sir, Richmond Hill, 3 May 1836.
I wave again the honour of submitting to your Excellency’s inspection the duplicate

record of my proceedings as special magistrate, brought up to the 1st of this month.
The number of cases entered, and punishments inflicted, vary very slightly from the

returns from 29th February to 1st ultimo. The scale of labour recently issued has been too
brief in its operation to warrant any remarks by me to your Excellency; but 1 have the
satisfaction of stating that a decided improvement has taken place since its publication in
the industry of the tradespeople on estates in my district. Breaches against the public
peace, particularly robbery in various shapes, in the town of Kingston, still call for the strict
vigilance of the police.

Thave, &c.
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, (signed) § John Anderson.

Ke. Ke. Ke.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 886.
Sir, St. Vincent, 4 May 1836.

I nave the honour to state to your Excellency that the conduct of the apprenticed
labourers attached to estates in the Fourth Division continues very satisfactory.

I certainly think a more kindly feeling subsists betwixt the employer and employed,
which I have every confidence will be confirmed when the apprentices fully comprehend
the scale of agricultural labour as approved by your Excellency.
The number of convictions this month is much greater than the preceding, in consequence

of a.complaint preferred against a predial “ gang,” who had been led into error by two
apprentices who have been frequent offenders.

T have, &c.
To his Excellency Geo. Tyler, Esq., k.H., (signed) Robert Sutherland, —

Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. Kc. Special Justice, Fourth Division,
Leeward District.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 386.
Sir, St. Vincent, 4 May 1836.

I reGReT to state to your Excellency that the general conduct of the apprenticed
labourers in my division for the last month’ has not proved so deserving of favourable report
as I had the honour to make of them to your Excellency for the previous month. f
The complaints against them have been greater, and some instances have accurred 0

most wanton depredations on the canes, by cutting and breaking them down in large quan-

tities and leaving them in the field, owing, I conceive, to gross neglect of duty on the part
of the watchmen.

Ihave, &e.
His Excellency Capt, Geo. Tyler, x. H., (signed) J.J. Tinling, |.

Lieutenant-Governor, St. Vincents. Special Justice, Northern Division,
Leeward District.
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Enclosure 6, in No. 386. ST. VINCENT.

Sir, Bequia, 4 May 1836.
I nave the honour to lay before your Excellency my record for the month of April last, Enclosure 6,

and have much pleasure in stating that the punishments for that month are much less than in No. 386.
that of any preceding month.

I have, &c.

His Excellency Lieut.-Governor Tyler, (signed) John George Smith, 8. M.
St. Vincent.

-—- No. 387. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 387.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 14 July 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit enclosed, for your Lordship’s information, Tables

(A.) and (B.) for the month of May last, as furnished by the Lieutenant-governor ee
of St. Vincent.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 387.

Sir, Windward District, 4 June 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the monthly returns of my official proceedings Enclosure 1,

for the month of May 1836, the summary of which is nearly the same as that of the month in No. 387.
receding.

P In one.instance only has the extremity of punishment been inflicted, which is, that of 10
days’ solitary confinement upon an incorrigible offender, who appears to be callous to any
and every punishment with which he has been visited.

I have the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that the conduct of the
apprentices in this district as a body has been, during the pastmouth, quiet and orderly.

ave, &e.
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, (signed) J&R. B. Pitman, S. J.

ke. &e. Ke.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 387.

Sir, Second District, 15 June 1836.
I am sorry that I am unable, in my return for the month of May, to report to your Excel- Enclosure 2,

lency on the decrease of crime amongst the apprenticed labourers; though so far as regards _in No. 387.
complaints in the relative character of master and apprentice, there is a continued dimi-
nution.
The slight protection afforded to the safety of the provision grounds holds out a great

temptation to idle and ill-disposed apprentices to neglect the cultivation of their own grounds,
and to live by plundering from the industrious; but the motive for which I am in hopes
will shortly be decreased, by compelling those whose grounds are not cultivated to work
them in a gang on their own days.

In the number ofpunishments inflicted, I beg to inform your Excellency that the gang on
one estate, consisting of 46 apprentices, viz. 18 males and 28 females, were sentenced to one
day’s extra labour for not working properly; this being deducted from the 115 punishments,
there will remain only 65.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, (signed) Edwin Polson.

&e. &e. Ke.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 387.
Sir, Richmond Hill, 7 June 1836.
In now handing to your Excellency the duplicate record of my journal as special magis- —_ Enclosure 3,

trate for the past month, I am sorry it is my province to announce an increased number of _in No. 387.
Cases to the previous one; and it is with equal pain I add, that the apprentices on several
estates have manifested an obstinate ‘indisposition to labour in the field to the extent
Sanctioned by the new regulations.

. T have, &c.
His Excellency Lieutenant-GovernurTyler, (signed) = John Anderson.

&e. &e. Ke.

166.—IT,
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in No. 387.

Enclosure 5,
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Enclosure 6,
in No. 387.
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Enclosure 4, in No. 387.
Sir, St. Vincent, 4 June 1836

I nave the honour to state to your Excellency, that the conduct of apprenticed labourers
on estates in the Fourth District has in general been satisfactory throughout the month of
May.
agang of 31 predial labourers have been complained of for deficiency of work, which

will account for the great increase in the number of convictions.
T have, &c.

(signed ) Robert Sutherland,
Special Justice, Fourth District, Leeward Division.

To his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
&e. &e. Ke.
 

Enclosure 5, in No. 387.
Sir, St. Vincent, 3 June 1836,

THE complaints against the apprenticed labourers in my division for the last month have
I am happy to state to your Excellency, been much less than the former months. Two or
three estates where the gangs have been convicted of improper performance of work, make
the number punished in the month appear perhaps rather considerable, although the com-
laints were few. Ihave, however, visited the estates alluded to since, and am happy to
earn they are behaving well, and working with a good will; and the general conduct of
the labourers in the division is orderly and respectful. th

ave, Kc.
(signed) J. J. Tinling,

Special Justice, Northern Division, Leeward District,
His Excellency Capt. George Tyler, x. H., &c. &e. &e.

Lieutenant-Governor, St. Vincent.
 

Enclosure 6, in No. 387.
Sir, Bequia, 13 June 1836,

I nave the honour to lay before your Excellency my duplicate record for the month of
May last, and am happy to say the conduct of the apprenticed labourers generally is much
the same as the preceding month, with the exception of a few of the apprenticed labourers
on the Union Island, who have hitherto borne a good character.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) John George Smith,

Special Magistrate, Grenadine Division.
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Tyler,

St. Vincent.
 

TABLE (B.)
RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Returns or Puntsuments, received by the Governor of St. Vincent from the Special Magistrates,

from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836.
 

 

 

   
 

Total
Totat |Number of Total Nuraberof Males The | sre Th

Punish- | Proportion ‘unished, Total Avera, imum jeNumber of ments per cent. o Numberof Number of Maximum The Maximum of
Apprentices! inflicted of Number Stripes |. Stripes | of Severity

_ Date. | throughout| under the | Panish- of inflicted in|“4icted in| in any one Severity in any other
=e the Island,|@uthority of] ments By Otherwise Femal Cases of Caseof Punclnent
3 Province or Meee tes A Oe than by chet Punishment Punishment! by Con- Mode of Punishment.

Government! through, Pprenlices«: whipping. ‘opi punished, oy. finement.hroughout Whipping. Whipping. wy,
the same, Peng Pping Whipping.

1835:

(; August - | 19,300 189 1 45 86 58 26 60 8 months’ -- Continuation instale
hard labour, ofapprenticeship forone
ion the tread-| year after the expiration

= mill, of the term. .September| 19,120 316 13 80 134 152 20 50 | 3 months| -- 6 months’servitude
after the ne at
his apprenticeship.

. || October -| 19,120 627 33 46 264 817 29 50 8 months’| « -Extsa apprectosti
5 hard labour! for2months and 8days-

a lon the tread-
o > mill.e November{ 19,300 278 13 41 117 120 22 50 20 nights| - -3months on the

tread-mill. .
E December 19,300 432 2h 62 145 295 26 60 2 weeks -| 30 daystread-mill.
sn || January -| Not received.

February | 19,300 496 24 85 192 219 20 50 14 days |--1 month hard aes
litary. on the tread-mul.March -| 19,300 495 2} 60 190 245 19 50 | 10 days |= - Hrdlabor §

. litary. weeks and 30 Jashes.April +} 19,300 482 2k 59 172 251 7 10 days =| - = 20 days’ hard labor
2 1 35 10 days sndsolitary confinement

. at night.

1] May -| 19,300 567 3 48 245 274 20 50 10 days| -- 1 Syonthon the trend:

solitary. mill and 30 lashes.         
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— No. 388. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of No. 388.
Aberdeen, dated Government House, Barbadoes, g March 1835.

“ T nave the honour to transmit herewith transcript of the following Act of the
Legislature of Grenada, intituled, Ctby

“ No. 297.—* An Act for establishing a Common Gaol and Treadmill in the APpengae in the
Island of Cariacou.’ ” ?No,

 

"748,
a

— No. 389. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith. No. 389.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 Sept. 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an order of the King in Council, ee

leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legislature of the island of Grenada,
in the month of November 1834, intituled,

“ An Act for establishing a Common Gaol and Treadmill in the Island of
Cariacou.”

me

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 390. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg, No. 390.
dated Government House, Barbadoes, 3 August 1835.

My Lord,
I Have much satisfaction in transmitting the accompanying copy of a letter from

_Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore, enclosing an Address of the House of Assem-
bly, stating their readiness to comply with the suggestions contained in the Earl of
Aberdeen’s despatch of the 28th February last, for amending several Acts of the
Legislature.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 390.

Sir, Government House, Grenada, 23 May 1835.
I HAVE the satisfaction of transmitting to your Excellency copy of an Address from the —_Enclosure 1,

House of Assembly of this island, in answer to my message of the 12th May instant, in in No. 3g0.
which I communicated the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government upon certain Acts of
this Legislature.

I have, &c.
(signed) George Middlemore.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 390.

The Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly,

To His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.

Ras House, in reference to your Excellency’s Message covering a despatch from the Enclosure 2,
me t honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, begs to state that, in conformity with the sentt- in No. 390.

nts expressed by his Lordship in that despatch, dated the 28th February last, it will
100,—JJ, proceed
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proceed to repeal the Act passed by the Legislature of this colony upon the ist da of
August last, for amending the slavery abolition law; and also the first clause of the ie
passed on the 6th day of August last, for the amendment of the criminal law; and the
whole of the Act passed on the same day for amending the Acts for the establishment of the
corps of Grenada Loyal Black Rangers; and the House is of Opinion that it is unnecesgar
further to legislate respecting the Act for granting a salary to the officiating minister of the
Roman-catholic church, that Act having expired.

House of Assembly, 16th May 1835. (signed) John Hoyes, Speaker,

 

— No. 891. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,

Sir, Downing-street, 19 Sept. 1835.
I wave received your despatch dated the 3d of August last, and marked Gre-

nada, enclosing a despatch from Lieutenant-governor Major-general Middlemore,
dated the 23d of May, and the copy of an address from the House of Assembly,
Grenada, dated the 16th of that month.

I am commanded by the King to desire that you would convey through the
Lieutenant-governor to the House of Assembly, the expression of the gratification
with which His Majesty has received so strong a proof of the cordial disposition of
the House to co-operate with His Majesty in the measures recommended by him
for the benefit of their constituents.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 392. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 6 August 1835.
I Have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter from Lieutenant-gover-

nor Moir, from which your Lordship will learn that it is the opinion of the council
and principal landed proprietors in the island, as well as the Lieutenant-governor,
that on dispensing with the services of the local special magistracy, three additional
magistrates will be required from home.
As it is my intention to desire the Lieutenant-governor to carry the instructions

contained in your Lordship’s circular of the 15th June last, for discontinuing the
local magistrates, into immediate execution, I trust it may be consistent with your
Lordship’s arrangements to send out three additional magistrates with as little delay
as possible.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 392.

Sir, Government House, Grenada, 22 July 1835.
In reference to my Lord Glenelg’s circular despatch of 15th June last, addressed to yout

Excellency, but transmitted direct to me from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, I have
deferred acting upon this subject until I shall have received a communication from yout
Excellency.

Having consulted the members of the council, and many of the influential landed pro-
prietors, to whom I have privately shown the despatch, they concur with me in the propose
plan of his Lordship to substitute an additional stipendiary magistracy for the specia
justices in the proportion as laid down, by which three additional magistrates would be sent
out to the colony, viz. five for this island and one for Cariacou, and bywhich arrangement
a system more beneficial to the interests of the community would be established, and affording
nore general satisfaction. I beg to be understood as not casting any imputation on the Be
tlemen who have lately acted, with solely one exception, or those who are now acting, they
having conscientiously and well performed their duties.

I have, &c..

His Excellency the Governor, (signed) J. H. Moir, Lieut.-Governor.
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— No. 393. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 21 September 1835.

I nave received your despatch of 6th August, enclosing a letter from Lieute-
nant-governor Mair, in which it is stated to be the opinion of that officer and his
council that, in consequence of the local magistrates discontinuing to administer the
apprentice law, as required by my circular despatch of the 15th June, three addi-

tional magistrates will be required for Grenada.

Upon dispensing with the services of the unpaid magistrates, His Majesty’s Go-
vernment did not fail to apply to Parliament for authority to increase the number
of the stipendiary magistrates, in order to meet the additional demand which that
measure would necessarily create; and no time was lost in making such a distribu-
tion of the new appointments as there was reason to believe would be most advan-
tageous.

Six magistrates in all have accordingly been appointed to Grenada, and the
number employed in that island, at the date of your despatch, has thus been
doubled.

I am happy to perceive that this number, which I had so appropriated previ-
ously to the receipt of your present despatch, is exactly that which, in the opinion
of Lieutenant-governor Mair and the Council of Grenada, is considered requisite.
I trust that, before the date of your receiving this despatch, the three gentlemen
whose names you will find in the-margin, and who have received the additional
appointments, will have arrived in the colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 394. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 September 1835.
I Have the honour to transmit herewith a despatch addressed to your Lordship

by the Lieutenant-governor of Grenada in reply to your Lordship’s circular despatch
of the 15th June last, directing the discontinuance of local special magistrates.

I have delayed transmitting this despatch until the present opportunity, in order
that I might accompany it by any further representation which the Lieutenant-
governor might make in consequence of the orders which I conveyed to him for the
immediate discontinuance of the local special magistrates, as reported in my despatch
to your Lordship of the 6th ultimo.

I have accordingly received the letter, copy of which I have the honour to en-
close. I have so far complied with the request of the Lieutenant-governor as to
sanction the continuance of the local magistrates at Cariacou, that island not being
included in either of the districts assigned to the stipendiary magistrates; but I have
withheld my assent to his proposal for appointing an additional local magistrate to
assist the. stipendiaries in their several districts.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 394.

My Lord, Government House, Grenada, § August 1835.
rel HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular of 15th June,

elative to the appointments in this island of a stipendiary magistracy. I beg to acquaint
yourLordship that in the commissions lately issued, though bearing my signature, the

ven eeontments received the sanction of the Governor-general in Council, on his recent

of the 1s colony. In the selection of those named in the accompanying list, gentlemen

we ¢ highest integrity, of the largest property, and most competent to discharge the duties
ve Appointed ; and during my short residence I have ascertained that the duty has been
66 ae conscientiously, and without any appeal from their decisions. The number

—_— .

0

GRENADA.
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No. 393.

Mr. John Rosa,
Mr Hay,
Mr. Fraser.

No. 394.

&
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Enclosure 1,
in No. 394.
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GRENADA. of stipendiary magistrates for Grenada and dependencies, is limited to three, leaving the
— island of Cariacou without any, the population of which is about 4,000 inhabitants, ang

from the very mountainous nature of Grenada, the great difficulty of communication, the
extreme bad state of the roads, it is impossible that three stipendiary magistrates can ade.
quately perform the numerous duties imposed, as depositions are invariably committed to
writing on each complaint, adduced before special magistrates, aswell as before thestipen-
diary magistrates, and a certified quarterly return on oath transmitted to me by thelatter,
containing a copy of all depositions, examinations andsentences awarded. Under these
circumstances, I shall beg to submit to your Lordship’s consideration, the necessity of re.
taining the unpaid special magistrates in the commission of the peace, until the arrange.
ments proposed in the circular shall receive the sanction of Parliament, namely, that of
apportioning to this colony a specified additional number of paid magistrates in the propor.
tion the population of Grenada bears to that of Jamaica, which would give in the whole sig
stipendiary magistrates, five for Grenada, and one for the island of Cariacou; a measure
which I have ascertained would obviate the necessity of employing gentlemen interested in
properties on which are apprenticed labourers, and, at the same time, meeting the general .
wishes of all classes of this community, and by which any imputation that might be al-
leged, of acting from self-interested motives in the administration of justice, would be com-
pletely removed, and would thus be placed on more fair and equitable grounds in the hands
of gentlemen perfectly independent of even the suspicion.

I have, &e

The Right hon. the Secretary of State (signed) J. H. Mair, Lieut.-Governor.
for the Colonies.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 894.

Sir, Government House, Grenada, 20 August 1835.
Enclosure 2, I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch of the 8th
in No. 394. of this month, and beg to inform you that I am taking measures, in the manner prescribed,

to revoke the commissions of the special magistrates lately issued.
I must request your Excellency’s permission to appoint one additional special magistrate

in each district, to aid the three paid magistrates, as from the extents of several districts the
duties cannot effectually be performed. Also one for Cariacou, as having no paid stipen-
diary magistrate will deprive the apprenticed labourer of an opportunity of making a
complaint.

I have, &e.

His Excellency the Governor-general. (signed) J. H. Mair, Lieut.-Governor.

 

— No. 395. —

No. 395. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith. |

Sir, Downing-street, 30 November 1835.

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of ‘the 15th September last,
and to acquaint you, that as Grenada has now been supplied with six magistrates,
it will be necessary that you should instruct Lieutenant-colonel Mair to withdraw
the commission of the local special magistrate at Cariacou, and to station at that
island one of the stipendiary magistrates recently sent out from England.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 396. — ‘

No. 396. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 Sept. 1835:
J wave the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter from the Lieutenant-

4835: governor of Grenada, forwarding the several returns relative to the special magis-eh
oa DOE a _trates and apprenticed population, called for by your“Lordship’s circular despatch
7 ie Bares,gisio® of the 18th June last.

ve yo WE "3.965 : I have, &c. .
SESS, (signed) Lionel Smith.
ypatRy .
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Sir,

In conformity with the directions contained in m
the 18th of June 18935, 1 have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the several returns

Enclosures in No. 396.

391

Government House, Grenada, 24 August 1835.
y Lord Glenelg’s circular despatch of

therein called for, for the information of His Majesty’s Government.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. H. Mair, Lieut.-Governor.

N. B.—A code of instructions for the special magistrates is in course of preparation.

is Excellency Major-General Sir L. Smith,x.c.3.
Hs y &e. &e. Ke.

LIST of Gentlemen appointed Special Magistrates by virtue of a Commission issued under
the Great Seal of this Colony, by Lieutenant-
gth of July 1835.

(No. 1.)

Governor John Hastings Mair, on the

 

NAMES. OBSERVATIONS,

  

Francis Yelverton Cheekley.
George Cruickshank.
Francis Jemmett.
Jobn Todd.
Thomas Woodcock.
Richard Oliver Smith.
John Berkeley - - ~ -
John Forrester.
Thomas Browne.
John Stokes.
Hugh Rose.
John Foreman Home.
James Leid.
Alexander Richard.
George Paterson, junior.
William Henry Whiteman.
Joseph Nicholson.
David Burnie.
Duncan Blair.
Daniel Polson.
Adam Reid.
William Houstoun
Thomas Spence
Andrew Munro .-
James Warrand
William Burke -

Grenada.

@
@

@
8
8

eo
8

t
6  

(signed)

- - Added on return to

Added on vacancy.

Additionals, to fill up
the vacancies of the
last Commission.

J. H. Maitr, Lieut.-Governor.

N. B.—Three stipendiarymagistrates not included in this Return.

166.—]].

GRENADA.

Enclosures in
No, 396.
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(No, 2.) - - - - ~ - 2

Guenapa.—RETURN of the Numpen and Nature of the Punisuments inflicted on the APPRENTICED
the gist July 1835; specifying the Orrences forwhich

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

,

Fines paid
Admonished| Bound j|“—~—
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contains about Conspiring together not to work - 25 ef HP Hf w]e] ed eT ct.

Assaults on fellow apprentices - - - -| 71 2] ~] 4] 3] 4] -13
3675 Feros Ditto by employers on ditto - - - -} —~| -/| g3{/ -| -|] -[ 6] -

Stealing - - - - - - - -| -| -] -} =| -7 -f ol.
Ditto in provision grounds - - - -{] -/| -] -{ -] -] -~t lle

Runaways - - - - - - -| 4], 71 ~l44}d —-] -] |.
Seizing goods from each other - - - -} =| —jae{ af] —| -] |.
Disobedience of orders - - - -| 3] 5] 7]10] ~| of} -}-
Neglecting their watch - - = = -}| @f —-f 2] -] -] -f .f .
Making away with employer's goods - - -{| —/ =} -} =f| ~| -] -] -
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Neglecting stock, and allowing them to trespass -} -—| -{| 1[{ -| -| -| -| 14
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Quarrelsome and insubordinate conduct = - “J ~{ -~} afpoal-| -j -l-
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Leaving the colony withouta pass - - +-{ -| -j -{ -| -{| -| -| -
Injuring employer's property = - - -| -] ~] 2] =] -] -] =]1
Perjury - - - 2 © «-© « of ~{ aja] =] =] -] -1-

Torat First Grand Division - - -| 19 | 22 |47/64[{ 3] 8] 6] 4

Second Grand Division Refusing to work - - - - - - - - - =m} =f =f -] 7°
contains about Conspiring together not to work - - ~f —}F ~fPo ~} =] -] -f -t-

2,980 Males. Assaults on fellow apprentices - - - =| 2| -| -| =] - 7 al.
3,301 Females. Ditto by employersonditto - - - «| =| -| -[ -] - :

Stealing - - = « - - . -| ~/{ -} -f -] -[ -I-
Ditto in provision grounds = = © wf =| =f =] =} =] -] -}-
Runaways - = = 2 2 -} 3{[ -} =<] -]| -]oc-} cl] 7
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Neglectingtheir watch - - - - «f{ gf =| a] -] -| =<] “| 7
Making away with employer's goods - —- Poop rp rp rt rp rics
Maltreating live stock - . - - ef] -f rt rp cp tb
Killing - - ditto- - - © | «of =f =] =f -f =f -] - .
Neglecting stock, and allowing them to trespass -| —{| -—{| ~| ~] =<] -| 7 .
Indolence - - - - - - -f 2] 3} -| -] -] 7} 7] 7
Complaints against employers - - - -{ 2] -}| -]| -| -| -| - .
Insolence - - - « . - - -| 5, -] -| -} -dryp 7c
Neglecting their provision grounds - - “Poop oharp rp te td cd
Cutting, stealing and destroying canes - -f -P-f -P op rp te cde
Destroying propertyof a fellow apprentice - ~Poohrp rh re cp reste
Quarrelsome and insubordinate conduct - ohm fom bt mf mrt ryp ty ate
Drunkenness - - - . - - -f at =f -f -f -] pope
Leaving the colony without a pass - - efm} =] -] ef -] my rye
Injuring employer's property —- - - Ps ee ee a es
Perjury - = «© »« «© 2. «© «wf af of =] =] -f -] -|_|

Totat Second Grand Division - ~- - | 28112 91 S&S) ~-1 7 ==
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(No. 2.)

Lapourers in the Colony of Grenada, by theSpecial or Stipendiary Magistrates, from the 1st August 1834 to

they were inflicted, separating Males from Females.
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GRAND DIVISION. OFFENCES.
Peace,

 

  

Third Grand Division
contains about

3,545 Males,
3,752 Females.

 

Refusing towork - + -

Conspiring together not to work

Assault on fellow apprentices

Ditto by employers on ditto

Stealing - - - «- «

Ditto in provision grounds :

Runaways -“ = 2 «

Seizing goods from each other -

Disobedience of orders - -

Neglecting their watch -  -~

Making away with employer's goods

Maltreating live stock - =

Killing - © ditto - - -

Neglecting stock, and allowing same to trespass
Indolence = = = «

Complaints against employers -

Insolence - 2 ee

Neglecting their grounds - = -

Cutting, stealing and destroying canes

Destroying property of fellow apprentice

Quarrelsome and insubordinate conduct

Drunkenness | « - ~ -

Leaving the colony without a pass

Injuring employer's property +

Perjury -  - - +

Fire raising = - - -

- Tora. Third Grand Division

RECAPITULATION

 
|
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y

E
m
p
l
o
y
e
r
.

         
 

Total, about

10,648 Males.

10,426 Females,

* This number includes the. dism
employers,

Total First Grand Division -

Total Second Grand Division -

Total Third Grand Division -

Grayp Torat, Colony of Grenada - -

Dated at Grenada, |

the 1st day of August 1835.
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WGeel T,

{signed) J. H. Mair,

Lieutenant-Governor.
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(No. 3.)

Grenapa—RETURN of Apprenticep LABOURERS who have purchased theUnexpired
Term of their Apprenticeships, and the several Sums paid for the same, between the 1st
day of August 1834 and the ist August 1835.

 

 

  

No. NAMES, SUMS PAID. REMARKS,

ist Division: £ s d. The several sums herein set down
are in the currency of the country;

1 John Wake - 7 ° 215156 6 eight shillings sterling is about equal
3 Therese . - - ° "65 ~ ~| to one pound currentmoney,

4| Agnes - - - - 66 - -
5| Mark - - - - 36 6 -
6} Charles - - - - 108 = -
7 | Maxinine - - ~ - 136 - -
8| Elizabeth - - - - 66 - -
g| Gracey - - - 108 - -
10| Frederick - - - go - -
11 {| Augusta - - -— = 82 10 -
12 | Grace - - - - 66 - -
13| Sally - - = - 70 - -
14] Madlaine - - =~ | "9 4 -
15|St.Johnandy  — | .
16| Caroline 52 16

2d Division:

17| Jessy -~ 2+ 2 - 62 14 -
18| Betty - - - - 86 - ~
19| Kate - 2 - - go - =
20| Angelique - - ~- go - -
21] Ellinor -~ - - 110 - —
22| Susan - = = - 56 2 -
23 Nelly - - - - 4316 -

24 Betsy - - - - 43.15 -

25| Eliza - - - « 2 - -
26| Jessy -~ - = - 1210 =

gd Division:

27 St. Louis - - - - 1058 10 =

28| Lucretia - - - - loo - -
29| Mary - - - - 100 — ~
30 |] Jenny - ee le 120 - —
gi | Celanus - - - = - 148 10 -
g2 | Hector - ~ - -  » 40 - -
33| Catherine - =- - 47 - -

33| Apprentices - Tora £.] 2,488 7 6
qantas

EEE
   

” Dated at Grenada this 1st day of August 1835. (signed) J. Mair
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

(No. 4.)

CIRCULAR to be communicated by Mr. Cayley, to the Special Magistrates,

Sir,
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor,

magistrate that a cart-whip had bee
that it may be understood that in all c
to inflict corporal pu

First Division.

Government House, 26 June 1835.
having observed a deposition taken before a special
n employed as an instrument of punishment, desires
ases where special magistrates may deem it necessa

nishment the military instrument called the “cat” shall alone be used.
The‘cart-whip has been, or ought to have been, long since abolished.

Thomas Cayley, esq., S. M.
I have, &e.

(signed) James Clarke, G. S.
Instructions similar to the above communicated to the other divisions.
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RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Rerurne or Punisnments received by the Governor of Grenada, from the Special Magistrates,
from 1 September 1835 to 31 May 1836.

 

 

 

 

—
Total

Number of Total Number of Males The The

Total Punish- | Proportion Punished. Total Average aaximum M The
Number of| ments per cent. N Number of Sti re of paar The Maximum of

Anprentices indicted of umber Stripes | 5mHP a sveny .

Date, | throughout| under the | Punish- of inflicted in Severity i th
n the Island, authority off ments By Otherwise Cases of ayone PCaseof ' verity in any other

§ Province or| Special to Females ‘punishment ase of [Punishment] 4. of Punishment
2 : . than by . Punishment} by Con- € .o Government) Magistrates} A pprentices. Whippi punished. by b fi
e throughout ipping-|whipping. Whipping.| wpe. nement,

the same. ipping.

1835 ;

| September| * 19,393 $12 1g 35 18k 96 20 30 61 days -| - -78 days’ extra labour
on estate.

October - | 21,734 +614 25 30 293 291 21 39 84 days -| -- 30 days’confinement,
25 lashes at the com-
mencement, and 380
lashes at the expiration.
N. B. The 30 lashes at
the expiration remitted
by order of Lieut.-gover-
nor as irregular.

, || November} 21,672 333 ty 10 165 158 15 39 30 days| - - 60 days’ confinement

3! solitary, | in gaol and hard labour
gi on the tread-mill.

5 December| ¢ 21,832 160 -4 12 77 71 re 35 7 weeks - | 90 days’ hard labour.

1836:

January-| 21,466 150 +4 18 73 59 14 39 60 days - | 50 days’ extra labour.

February | 21,826 229 1 7 92 130 23 30 30 days -| 60 days’ hard labour.
March - | 21,136 289 lk 10 95 184 27 30 14 days - 7 2 months!hard las

uron tread-mill an

solitary confinement.

April +; 21,136 368 4 8 182 178 23 30 74 days -| - -90 days!hard labour
and solitary confine-
ment.

\j May - 21,136 241 My 7 123 li 25 30 30 days -| 60 days’ hard labour.            
* The above is the number returned by the stipendiary justices, which is less than that furnished in the last population return by 1,681 persons.
t In some instances it has been found requisite to sentence whole gangs to extra labour, by which the increase 1s accounted for.
¢ In future the population returns of each district will be taken from the registrar’s books.
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— No. 397. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 9 Feb. 1835.
T Have the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious approval,

the transcripts of two Acts of the Legislature of Tobago, respectively intituled,
ne 279. An Act to prevent the Clandestine Departure of Persons from this
sland.
No. 280. An Act to enable Apprenticed Labourers, Servants and Poor Settlers

to recover Debts in a summary manner.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

— No. 898. —
Copy ofaDESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith:
Sir, Downing-street, 14 3Ur, — - » 14 May 1835.

Two Acts passed in the month of December last by the Legislature of Tobago,having been referred by the King in Council to the Lords of the Committee of
1 66.—] L Privy

TOBAGO.

No. 397.

Act Printed
4 .

149.

Ditty _ .
0.. fim

30,
~

No. 398.
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TOBAGO. Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Committee have reported— to His Majesty their opinion, that these Acts should be left to their operation; andI have the honour herewith to transmit to you.an order of His Majesty in Councili approving that Report; viz. ._ No. 279. An Act to prevent the Clandestine Departure of Persons from thisIsland.
No. 280. An Act to enable Apprenticed Labourers, Servants and PoorSettlers,to recover Debts in a summary manner.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 399, —

No. $99.  Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.B., to the Earl of
Aberdeen; dated Government House, Barbadoes, 16 March 1835.

I nave the honour to transmit enclosed, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,paie. the transcript of an Act of the Legislature of Tobago, intituled,ante 15% 7 a. o”, °Ack Pe,Nor? No. 281. An Act for the prevention of Trespasses in the said Island,
pyr
 

— No. 400, —

No. 400. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 7 April 1836._ I nave the honour to transmit to you an Order of His Majesty in Council,dated 23d ultimo, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legislature of theisland of Tobago,in the month. of January 1835, intituled,
No. 281. An Act for the prevention of Trespasses in the said Island.

T have, &e.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 401, -—

No. 401. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 11 April 1835.935. _HrsewitnI have the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information, a
g Nae _ despatch from Lieutenant-governor Darling, transmitting copies of the speecha4. which he addressed to the Council and Assembly, on the occasion of the recent

opening of the Legislature, and of the replies of those bodies thereto.
T have, &c.

(signed) =Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 401.
Enclosure 2, Extract of DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Sir Lionel Smith,in No. 401. dated Government House, Tobago, 18 March 1835.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency copy of the speech with
axe which I opened the present session of the ProvincialParliamenton the 10th instant,ae wel
—s as copies of the addresses presented to me yesterday by the Legislative Council and Hous

of Assembly.

 

Enclosure.2, in No. 401.

Enclosure 9, Extract from Lieutenant-Governor Darling’s Speech to the Council and Assembly.

in No, 401. Mr. President and Gentlemen ofthe Legislative Council.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly.

Tris higbly,gratifyingto,me,-in concluding this address, to beable tocongratulate ial
on the continued tranquillity and good order prevailing throughout the island. magistrates |
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magistrates, to whose zealous services [ continue to be much indebted, have in fact but .
Witte todo. The happy results of the good understanding which appears now to be fully TOBAGO.

- established between the apprenticed labourer and his employer, are clearly shown in the

trifling nature of the complaints preferred to the magistracy; and I think I am not over

zealous in considering the general good character of the apprenticed labourer in the island

of Tobago so fully established as to render it unnecessary that I should again publicly
advert to it.
The unusual state of good health which, by the blessing of Divine Providence, has_for

many months been enjoyed throughout the island cannot fail to impress every reflecting mind
with a deep sense of the gratitude that is due to the Beneficent Author of all good ; nor can
it fail to produce the humble desire that we may, by the improvement of our future lives,
become more deserving of the mercies and blessings we are permitted to enjoy.

Government House, Tobago, 10 March 1835.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 401.

Extract of an ADDRESS from the Council to his Excellency Major-General Henry
Charles Darling, Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. &c.

Tus board have much pleasure in according with your Excellency the satisfactionatthe Enclosure 3,

continued tran uillity and good order of the apprenticed labourers in this island. They _ in No. 401.

conceive the colony 1s greatly indebted to the special magistracy for their exertions in meet-
ing any imaginary discontent; and they hope the mother country will take into considera-
tion their meritorious services.
This board fully agree with your Excellency, that the inhabitants of this island have

every reason to be truly grateful to the Almighty for the continuance of good health with
which they have been blessed for a long period back.

(signed) W. T. Nicholson,
Council Chamber, 16 March 1835. President of the Council.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 401.

Extract of an ADDRESS from the Assembly to his Excellency Major-General Henry
Charles Darling, J.ieutenant-Governor, &c. Ke. Kc.

Tue House most sincerely hope that the health, peace and tranquillity of which your —_Enclosure 4,
Excellency has drawn so flattering a picture may long continue to be enjoyed by the colony. in No. 401.

(signed) James Johnston,
House of Assembly, 17 March 1835. Speaker.

 

—No. 402. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 402.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 6 July 1835.
HerewirTu I have the honour to transmit for His Majesty's gracious allowance

qunseripts of the following Acts, which have been passed by the Legislature of
obago.
No, 284. An Act to regulate the Conduct and fix the Value of the Labour of 4

 

Persons acting as Porters and Labourers in the said Istand. AppPrinted ln

No. 287. An Act for the more summary punishment of Petty Thefts. An.dix, No, the

_ have, &e. Ap Printed: 52,

(signed) Lionel Smith. dix, Ne the
153.

— No. 403. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith. No. 403.

Si Downing-street, 14 September 1835.
‘Two Acts passed by the Governor, Council and Assembly of the island of
obago, in the months of January, February and April last, having been referred
ys Majesty in Council to the Lords of the Committee of the PrivyCouncil

9-11, or
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TOBAGO. _ for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Committee have reported to HisMajesty in
— Council their opinion that the said Acts should be left to their operation. I have

the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in Council, dated

a the oth September 1835, approving that report; viz.
_ No. 284. An Act to regulate the Conduct and fix the Value of the Labour of
Persons acting as Porters and Labourers in the said Island.
"No, 287. An Act for the more summary punishment of Petty Thefts.

I have, &e,
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 404, —

No. 404. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to LordGlenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 4 August 1835,
I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,

jo we the transcript of an Act, intituled (No. 289) “An Act for establishing certain1D . .printed o.+8% Rules and Regulations respecting Persons sentenced to be punished by Hard
nen> Labour.” ’

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith,
 

— No. 405. —

No. 405. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 October 1835.
I wave received your despatch, dated the 4th of August last (Tobago), inclosing

the Treadmill! Regulation Act of that Island.
The 5th section of this Act authorizes the superintendent of the treadmill to

compel any prisoner to work, by whipping with a cat-o?-nine-tails, or bysolitary
confinement, if the ability of the prisoner to perform such labour shall first have
been ascertained by the opinion of a medical practitioner.

It appears to me that there are not wanting objections of conclusiveweight
against the exercise of this discretionary power by the superintendent of the tread-
mill.

These objections apply with peculiar force to the West Indies, where the disuse
of the whip to coerce labour on the plantations is so recent as to have still left a
peculiar and just dread of that power ou the one side, with perhaps more than
common temptation to abuse it on the other. Some effective, and, therefore, severe
provision to overcome the contumacions inaction of the prisoners is of course
necessary; but as the treadmill retains its wholesome terror and its efficacy as a
means of punishment in this kingdom without the use of whips, I cannot acknow-
ledge the necessity for resorting to that practice in Tobago.
You will instruct the Lieutenant-governor to suggest to the Council andAssembly

the immediate repeal and amendment of this part of their law; and until I shail
learn the result of that recommendation, His Majesty’s decision on the Act will be
suspended.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No, 406, —

No. 406. Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Tobago, 4 August 1835.
Stxce I had the honour of putting my hand, about an hour ago, to two despatches

addressed to your Lordship respecting the special and stipendiary magistrates of
this colony, I have accidentally cast my eye upon ‘the Sun newspaper, ofthe20%une,
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June, in whichI find the following passage imputed to Mr. Fowell Buxton, in his
speech in Parliament of the 19th, on the question of suspending the payment of

the sum voted to the West India Proprietors as compensation on the abolition of

slavery, Viz
« Jn the island of Tobago, since the passing of the Emancipation Act, a female

slave had been publicly whipped. In consequence of these circumstances a meeting

of the special magistrates was held, and the Antigua Advertiser newspaper stated,

thata proportion of about five or six to two of the special magistrates present

stated that they knew the punishment to be illegal, but that they were resolved to

inflict it, some from motives of humanity, as they averred, and others because they

said the Court of King’s Bench could take no cognizance of their acts as special

magistrates. All this, notwithstanding the remonstrance of theSolicitor-general.”

In the Standard and Evening Mail the reason assigned for this punishment con-

sidcrably enhance the turpitude of the conduct of which the magistrates are said to

have been guilty.
"From whatever source Mr. Buxton may have drawn his information on this

subject, I feel it my duty to the magistracy of Tobago, if not to myself as the prin-

cipal, to give the fullest and most complete contradiction to the assertion that any

female in this island has since the 1st of August been subjected to corporal punish-

ment in any manner that could possibly justify this assertion, which is altogether

unfounded.
The magistrates, I am convinced, would, to a man, have shrunk from the act

imputed to them under the circumstances stated, while the whole official condact

of the Solicitor-general is the most complete refutation of the puerility imputed to

him on the occasion that can be imagined.

I am aware, my Lord, of the latitude which gentlemen in certain places occa-
sionally assume in speaking of the character and conduct of individuals who are

not at hand to justify themselves.
1 am also aware of the facility with which error may be imputed to a newspaper

reporter, when the injured party complains of the injustice and injury he has sus-
tained; but such a salve, privately administered, can but imperfectly heal the wound
that has been recklessly and publicly inflicted on the absent.

Although no direct mention is made of the officer administering the government
in this case (which may be presumed to have taken place unknown to him), it is

obviously impossible that it could long pass without coming to his knowledge; and
as it is but reasonable to suppose that he must have become acquainted with the

facts before the reports cotild have reached the honourable gentleman mentioned,
it must follow as a fair inference, that I, the individual presiding over this commu-

nity, not having taken any notice of this flagitious proceeding, have, by silence and

indifference, tacitly acquiesced in its propriety.
1 know not, my Lord, how Mr. Buxton can justify to himself, for the purpose of

strengthening his own cause, the injury of another’s character, or how he can hazard

assertions which may prove injurious to men as houourable as himself, on vague and

insufficient authority.
To your Lordship, possibly, and the Colonial Department, who have the means

of ascertaining the facts connected with this imputed violation of law and decency,
it may not be necessary that I should justify myself and the officers of Government

under me; but, as the public and our friends have no other means of judging of
our official conduct than through the public prints, the injury to us in this respect
becomes irreparable.

With this feeling, my Lord, I look with confidence to your Lordship’s readiness
to render to the character of the Lieutenant-governor and magistrates of Tobago

that public justice to which 1 trust they have not yct forfeited the claim, except in

the imagination, perhaps, of Mr. Buxton.
T have, &c.

(signed) Henry C. Darling,Lieutenant-Governor.

P. S.—I have felt it the more proper to address this letter to your Lordship, as

I find it stated in the Sun, that Sir George Grey admitted “ that facts had occurred

in the West Indies since the 1st of August which were a disgrace to buman nature ;””

and in the Mail and Standard, that “ he would admit there had been some such

acts as his honourable friend has described.”
I trust that my motives for troubling your Lordship on this occasion will not be

mistaken, (signed) H.C. D.

166.—IT,

TOBAGO.
~~
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— No. 407. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,

Sir, Downing-street, 21 September 1835,
I nave received from the Lieutenant-governor of Tobago a despatch, dated on

the 4th of August last, commenting on certain expressions attributed by the Lon-
don newspapers of the 20th of June last to Mr. Buxton, in his place in the House
of Commons. The Lieutenant-governor denies, in the most unqualified terms,
the truth of a statement which those journals ascribe to Mr. Buxton, respecting
the punishment of a female in the island of Tobago, and calls upon me to render
public justice to himself and to the magistracy of the colony, observing that the
demand is preferred with the greater reason, because, on the same authority, Sir
George Grey is reported, in his answer to Mr. Buxton, to have acknowledged that,
since the abolition of slavery, some facts had occurred in the West Indies which
were a disgrace to human nature, and that there had been some such occurrences
as those which Mr. Buxton had described.

I feel strongly, and admit without reserve, that the honour of all His Majesty’s
absent officers employed in the civil service of the Crown in the colonies is under
the protection of the head of this department; and I trust that, to the utmost of
my power, that duty will ever be zealously and firmly discharged. In his place in
the House of Commons, Sir George Grey has given the most decisive proofs that
he is animated by the same feeling; and the Lieutenant-governor of Tobago may
be confidently assured, that no parliamentary debate can be accurately reported in
which either Sir George Grey or myself may appear to have been lukewarm in
the defence of the good name of any colonial officer, however elevated or however
obscure his position.

In the particular case to which the Lieutenant-governor refers, it does not
appear that any allusion was made to himself, except as he may be constructively
responsible for the imputed misconduct and subsequent impunity of the special,
magistrates of the island. I am very happy to learn that the charge, said to have
been made by Mr. Buxton against them, was entirely unfounded; and if the
House of Commons were now in session, I am persuaded that Sir George Grey
wouid seek the earliest opportunity for giving, on the Lieutenant-governor’s autho-
rity, the most unequivocal contradiction to the statement. But except within the
walls of Parliament itself, Iam not aware by what means I could satisfy the Lieu-
tenant-governor’s solicitude thatI should publicly vindicate his conduct, and that of
the local magistrates. I need scarcely state that it is impossible for me to publish an
authoritative vindication of them in the journals in which the charge itself appeared.
Tf, in the next Session, further papers in elucidation of the progress of society in
the West Indies under the new law,shall be laid, by His Majesty’s command,
before the two Houses, the despatch which I have received from tle Lieutenant-.
governor of Tobago will be amongst the number.

To the meantime he will allow me to observe, that, at so great a distance from
this kingdom, he may perhaps attribute much more importance to a newspaper
report of this description than it really deserves. ‘The good sense and charac-
teristic love of justice of the people of England afford every man protection
against the injury to which he might otherwise be exposed by charges which he
has not a full opportunity to refute; and in the multitude of loose and hasty state-
ments of this kind which are continually made in the progress of any great public
discussion, a charge so vague as that which is attributed to Mr. Buxton in this:
instance excites but little attention at first, and within a very short space of time
is entirely and universally forgotten. ,

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 408. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

Government House, Barbadoes,
My Lord, 20 August 1835.

I BEG leave to forward to your Lordship the enclosed despatches, addressed to

our Lordship by Lieutenant-governor Darling, in reply to your Lordship’s circular
despatches of the 15th and 18th Junc last, which were sent to me unsealed, for my

perusal.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 408.

My Lord, Government House, Tobago, 4 August 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch (circular of 15th June),

This despatch directs the revocation of all commissions that may have been granted to

special magistrates from amongst the colonists, as soon as the arrangements necessary for
transferring their duties will admit.

I have, in consequence, to report to your Lordship, that there are at this moment four

special magistrates employed in Tobago, of the description alluded to, the whole of whose

services will be dispensed with on the arrival of Mr. Norcott, stipendiary magistrate, from
Jamaica.
The Marquis of Sligo having given me to understand, by despatch of 7th June, that Mr.

Norcott would leave Jamaica by the next packet, I confidently expect him by the next

mail-boat from Barbadoes, when I shall be extremely glad to be released from my depen-

dence on the island magistracy, who, although I have considered them entitled to my ac-

knowledgments, have not altogether administered the law as [ could have wished.

It is not for me to inform your Lordship that men who have been for years accustomed to

the exercise of absolute power over slaves, on the produce of whose labour they havea
direct interest, find difficulty in exerting that control over their passions which becomes

necessary when their authority over the same individuals is subjected torestrictions imposed

aw.
Mt is, nevertheless, but justice to the local magistrates of this island, who have been acting

under my appointment, to say, that they have not shown any disposition to cruelty or exces-

sive rigor, though they have, in some instances, had more frequeut recourse to corporal

punishment than I could have desired.
The flogging, however, with the cat, as administered instead of the cart-whip, is compa-

atively a very trifling punishment, and would be less frequently resorted to were there
proper places ‘of confinement, or for hard labour, established in the distant parts of the
island.
None of these have yet been erected, and our poverty, I fear, precludes the hope of any

very effective establishment of this kind at the colonial expense.
A vote of 1001. for the erection of a tread-mill to windward has passed the Assembly,

but the funds have not yet been raised.
I have, &c.

The Lord Glenelg. (signed) H.C. Darling.

Enclosure 2, in. No. 408.

My Lord, Government House, 3 August 1835.
‘lave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th June (circular),

calling for various returns and reports connected with the apprenticed labourers of this
and,
I now forward to your Lordship the documents specified under the first and fourth head

of your despatch. Those required. under the second and third will take so much time to

prepare, that [ am induced to put your Lordship in possession of what I am able to furnish,

without waiting for the remainder, which | shall have the honour to transmit with the least

possible delay.
In submitting to your Lordship the copies of instructions I have given the stipendiary

magistrates, 1 beg to bring under your consideration that I have not been able to issue in-
structions to these officers in the clear aud satisfactory form | could have wished, from the
circumstances under which [ have been placed with respect to them,

I found myself on the eve of entering upon the new system about to take place on the

1st of August 1834, when the authority of the general magistracy of the island over the

Population, whose civil condition was about to undergo such an important and deeply in-

lercsting change, was to cease and determine, without the presence of any one of the func-
10b.——J J, tionaries

TOBAGO.

No. 498.

Fonelosure 1,
in No. 408.

Enclosure 2,
in No. 408.

Fo, Ci,
U, “cul,

Telagpn® Vetopt
litio, © to th, Pers
Par; Ff Slay. “bo.

3,2&96
»D.

&



TOBAGO.

Ecclosure 3,
in No. 408,

404 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

tionaries to whom was to be transferred the power necessary for maintaining the tranquil.lity of the island, and for enforcing the reciprocal duties arising out of the new state ofthings; nor had [ any information as to the number of stipendiary magistrates that wouldultimately be allowed for the island.
Thus circumstanced, I was under the necessity of making special temporary appoint.ments; and, as I could not hold out any prospect of remuneration for what was expected toprove an arduous and disagreeable duty, the propriety of dividing the island into smalldis.tricts presented itself to my consideration, that the persons who were about to accept theoffices of special justices might have the least possible grounds of complaint as totheduties to be required of them. The island was in consequence divided into 10 districts; andas I could not but be sensible that my power over the gentlemen to be appointed to theirsuperintendence would beof a very uncertain and fragile nature,I did not consider it politicto exact of them anything more than a general observance of the Abolition Act, the lessso as I was in daily hopes of being relieved from dependence upon officers over whom mycontrol might at any moment, by caprice or other circumstances, be destroyed.At ths date of Mr. M‘Intosh’s arrival, on the gth of August 1834, my arrangementswere necessarily already made; and asI could not but hope to be strengthened by the speedyappearance of the remaining stipendiaries, I was unwilling to disturb them,hoping that onechange of system would suffice. No magistrate, however, arriving for some time, and Mr.M‘Intosh becoming urgent for employment, [ appointed him to the superintendence of oneof the small districts already mentioned, the special justice under whom it had heen placedhaving expressed a wish to be relieved.
I at the same time issued to Mr. M‘Intosh the instruction, of which I beg leave to enclose& copy, not extending it, however, to the other magistrates, for reasons that will be obviousto you Lordship.
n this situation, with only one stipendiary magistrate, the duty continued to be carriedon until the arrival of Mr. Child on the 6th of last June.

Understanding then that no further acquisition of independent magistrates was to beexpected, I proceeded ‘to a more permanent arrangement and distribution of the island,placing one of the stipendiary magistrates in charge of three of the former districts in thewindward part of the island, and assigning to the other an equal number to leeward, butwith a great disproportion of population, arising out of local circumstances. I was fortunateenough to prevail upon three of the former special justices to continue their services in thecentral districts, and to induce a gentleman, who had not hitherto been employed, to takeupon himself the charge of the fourth, which had been thrown upon my hands.I then addressed to Mr. Child the instructions, of which I have the honour to enclose acopy, and was soon happily relieved from the apprehension of being left still dependent, bya letter which I had the honour to receive from the Marquis of Sligo, acquainting me thata stipendiary magistrate, Mr. Norcott, was to be sent from Jamaica to this island.Looking with confidence to the arrival of that gentleman by the mail-boat, which reachedTobago this day, I prepared, on the 25th ultimo, an instruction for him, copy of which Ihave the honour to annex, and hope, as far as they go, these several instruments will meetwith your Lordship’s approval.
I regret to say that my expectations respecting Mr Norcott have been for the presentdisappointed.

I have, &c.The Right Hon, the Lord Glenelg. (signed) H. C. Darling,
&e. &e. Ke. Lieutenant-Governor.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 408.

Tosaco :—RETURN of the Names of all Spzcta or STIPENDIARY MacisTRATES whohave been removed from or resigned their Office, specifying the Reasons for the same.

Spreciat Macistrares employed under the Authority of the Lieutenant-Governor.
Henry Hamilton. W. F. Nicholson.
Frederick Clarke. John Baird.
James Kick. John Stewart.

The further services of these gentlemen dispensed with from ist J uly, in consequence ofthe urtival of stipendiary magistrates from England.

STIPENDIARY MacisTRATEs discontinued.

None.

(signed) Henry C. Darling,
4 August 1835. Lieutenant-Governor.
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Enclosure 4, in No. 408.

Sir, Tobago, Government House, 17 June 1835.
Herewitu I have the honour to present you with a commission, wherein are detailed

the limits of certain districts over which you are to preside as a special justice, under the

provisions of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this island. A question having arisen

as to the power possessed by me to grant you a commission of a more permanent descrip-
tion as stipendiary magistrate under the appointment of His Majesty, and the Crown law

officer having given it as his opinion that that power has not been delegated to me with
sufficient formality to enable me so to do, I have been under the necessity of referring the

case to the Governor-in-Chief for his Excellency's instructions for my guidance. In the
meantime, the commission which you will receive herewith invests you with as full power

and authorities for the discharge of your duty as if it were signed by His Majesty, while
the instructions which authorize the issue of your salary, from the date of your being ready
to take upon you the duties of your office, will remove any just grounds of complaint or dis-
satisfaction on your part, at the disappointment you may for the moment experience at not

receiving a permanent commission. ;
Annexed to this letter is the copy of an instruction which I addressed to Mr. M‘Intosh in

October last, and the Governor-in-Chief and His Majesty’s Secretary of State having been
pleased to approve thereof, you will receive it as your guide (in conjunction with the Aboli-
tion Act, of which you have a copy) on the points to which it more immediately refers, I
must at the same time explain, that when these instructions were drawn up, Iwas in hopes
of having a sufficient number of stipendiary magistrates from home to render me indepen-
dent of the local magistracy of the island ; but that not being the case, and finding that I
am in some measure to depend upon the co-operation of these gentlemen, I am of opinion,
that some modification of the instructions in question is advisable, or that I should draw
your attention to certain parts of them, which, as I do not consider it proper to address them
to the special magistrates of the island, may require to be executed with the greater deli-
cacy and caution. First, with respect to the allowances of provisions required by the 1oth
and 12th clauses of the Abolition Act, to be issued to the apprenticed labourers,Iwould
supersede that part of the instructions which requires you “ once at least in each month to
inquire whether the provisions issued on the several estates are sound and fit for consump-
tion,” and recommend your inquiries on this point to be confined to the occasions on which
you may receive complaints of their being of a bad or unwholesome quality, when you will
proceed as directed in the instruction.
Having ascertained that there is a sick-house orhospitalon each estate, and observ-

ing, by the 1gth clause of the Abolition Act, that although it is required that there shall
be “a good and sufficient hospital, of proper size and dimensions,” there is no penalty
attached to there not being one, it may not be advisable to make your inquiries on
this subject in such a manner as may be likely to lead to the necessity of your making
any report to me on the subject, unless your attention be drawn to it by any complaint
of the want of medical care or attention to the sick on any estate, in which case you will
observe the instruction already given. You will, however, on your first visit to each
estate, inquire the name of the medical attendant, and enter the same in your journal, to be
reported for my information. You are at liberty to reside wherever you may be able to esta-
blish your residence to your own satisfaction, taking care that proper places, with refer-
ence to the general extent of your district, be appointed and made known, for holding your
weekly sittings. With reference to that part of the instructions which directs, under the
55th clause, that six constables shall be appointed in each district, it may be necessary to
observe, that that regulation was made with the idea that the island would be divided into
two districts only ; but there being ten, instead of two, it may suffice if you appoint three
constables in the districts under your superintendence, which, together with a constable on
each estate, is authorized by the Goth clause; and the general good conduct of the appren-
ticed labourers, since the 1st of August last, will, 1 trust, enable you, without much trouble,
to maintain the same good order and tranquillity that has hitherto prevailed. ‘Lo the remain-
ing part of the instructions on this point I request your particular attention, as I attach
much consequence to the system with respect to the constables being duly understood and
properly enforced. As to the compensation the district constablesmay expect for their
services, 1 am not at present prepared to say that they will receive anything beyond what
is allowed to the ordinary constables of the island, when employed under the general magis-
tracy, but I will not fail to bring the subject under the consideration of the House of
General Assembly at the next meeting of the Legislature, with a view to a permanent
stipend being granted. In conclusion, and with reference to the latter paragraph of the in-
struction to Mr. M‘Intosh, I have only furtherto express the general confidence which I place
in your zeal and discretion in the discharge of a very important duty, which I have reason to
believe, from a 10 months’ experience, may be conducted so as effectually to promote the
contemplated object of Government, without exciting feelings of anger or discontent on the
part of the apprenticed labourers or their employers.

I have, &c.
Wm. A. Child, Esq., (signed) H. C. Darling,
Special Macistrate, Lieutenant-Governor.
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Enclosure 5, in No, 408.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 25 July 1835,
Herewirn you will receive a commission, appointing you a stipendiary magistrate

under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this island, together with a copy of that Act-
one of the amended Abolition Act, and one of the Petty Theft Act, all having reference to
the duty on which you are about to be employed.
You will also receive copy of an instruction which I addressed to Mr. M‘Intosh on the

17th October 1834, and of one to Mr. Child on the 17th June 1835.
These instructions, with the accompanying Acts, you will, I trust, find a sufficient guide

in all ordinary matters of duty. Whenever a difficulty of an unforeseen nature may occur,
you will of course make special reports of the circumstance, and apply for such further
instructions as you may find necessary.

In your commission are defined the precise limits of the district over which you are to
preside. You are at liberty to reside in such part of it as may be most convenient for the
performance of your duty, and wherever you can establish yourself to your ownsatisfaction ;
bearing in mind that in this, as well as in every particular connected with your duty as
a stipendiary magistrate, it is desirable that, to the utmost possible degree, you should keep
yourself independent of the attornies, managers and others having an interest in apprenticed
labourers.
On comparing the letter of instructions to Mr. Child with that addressed to Mr. M‘Intosh,

you will find some discrepancies in certain points. These arose out of existing circum-
stances at the different periods when the instructions were issued.
As the first mentioned contains some modification of those comprised in the latter, where

such difference shall be found, I should prefer your adopting the former as your guide, it
being highly desirable, on every occasion of intercourse with the planters, that your duty
should be performed in the manner least likely to provoke feelings of anger or discontent.
This, I am satisfied, will be found perfectly practicable, without in the least degree commit-
ting the interests of the apprenticed labourers, whom you are equally required to protect
from severity and injustice, on the part of their employers, and to restrain, as far as may be
in your power, from acts of irregularity, insubordination or breach of the laws provided for
their governance and protection.

, Having perused with attention the reports of the special justices throughout the island,
since the 1st of August 1834, I am strongly inclined to the opinion, from the general nature
and extent of the complaints that have come before them, that the object o maintaining
due order amongst the apprentices, and ofobtaining from thema sufficient quantity of labour,
may be attained without the infliction of corporal punishment, which it is on every account
desirable to avoid. I therefore take this opportunity of impressing upon you my desire,
that, except in extreme cases of absolute insolence, or direct refusal to obey the commands
of their employers, recourse be had to any other sort of legal punishment in preference to
whipping.

Having doubts of the qualifications of the medical attendants on some of the estates, you
will be pleased to ascertain, by inquiry of the managers, the names of the medical persons
employed by them respectively (without disclosing the reason of the inquiry), of which you
will make a return to me, with the duplicate of your first quarterly journal. .

Being desirous of obtaining, as correctly as possible, a return of deaths amongst the white
inhabitants of the island during the year 1834, I have to request that you will endeavour
to ascertain the name of every white person who died in the district under your superin-
tendence from the 1st of January to the 31st of December in that year, specifying, if
possible, the following particulars:

Name of the deceased.
Age.
Illness occasioning death.
Length of illness before death.
Length of residence in the island.

Accompanying your journal to goth of September, I wish to receive answers to the follow-
ing questions : ,

1. Has the late crop been greater or less than that of the last year, and in what pro-
portion?

2. To what cause is the difference attributed?
3. Are the apprenticed labourers considered as having done a fair proportion of labour

through the vear, reckoning from the 18t of August 1834 to 1835?
4. Have they, in general, worked cheerfully, or has any particular discontent been

manifest ?
5. On what terms generally did they agree with the managers for their extra labour

during crop time?
_ 6. Have the mothers of the young children shown any disposition to bind them appren-
tices? In how many instances has it been done in your district?

7. Has the general conduct of the apprentices, during the 12 months from ist August
1834, both as respects their labour in the field and their general behaviour, been such as to
have produced any decided opinion, on the part of the proprietors or managers, as . ler

partica
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articular result that may be expected at the end of the apprenticeship system, affecting

the futureoperations of sugar cultivation and manufacture a

8, If the managers have already entered into any calculation as to the rate of wages they

will probably be able to afford for free labour, be pleased to state the average rate in your

district for the different classes of mechanics and labourers ?
_ What is the opinion of the majority of proprietors and managers in your district, as to

the introduction of European labourers, with a view to their partaking in the labour of sugar

cultivation, not only as respects field labour, but the other operations connected with that

manufacture? Is it desirable or otherwise?

There are many subjects of informaticn connected with the statistics of this island, on

which I shall probably endeavour to gain the required information through your means at

no distant date; but being unwilling to divert your attention from the more immediate

object of thoroughly establishing a system of good understanding between the apprenticed

labourers and their employers, which should be the first object of your desire,I will abstain

from obtruding further on your attention at present, assuring you that the more ample and

satisfactory the information you are so good as to communicate, on the points already sub-

mitted to you, the greater will be my obligation ;_hor can I doubt of your thereby recom-

mending yourself to the favourable opinion of His Majesty'sG overnment,
rave, Ke.

William Norcott, Esq., (signed) Henry C. Darling,

Stipendiary Magistrate. Lieutenant-Governor.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 408.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 17 October 1834.
You will receive herewith a commission, appointing you a special stipendiary magistrate

of this island, under the Abolition Act, to be charged with the superintendence of district
No. 5, the limits of which are defined in the said commission.
You will also receive a copy of the Abolition Act of the island, and of the Act to amend

the same, which last was assented to by me on the 29th of May.
The general provisions of these Acts it will be your duty on ail occasions to enforce; and

when complaints shall be made to you by the apprenticed labourer or his employer, or where
it shall otherwise come to your knowledge that they are infringed, immediate inquiry must
be instituted, and redress of grievances afforded with the least possible loss of time.

Although the terms of these Acts are clearly expressive of the duties required of you as
a special magistrate, I consider it necessary to call your attention, in a particular manner,
to the following points :

It is provided by the 10th clause of the Abolition Act, that persons entitled to the services
of apprenticed labourers shall supply weekly a certain specified allowance of provisions,
over and above the portion of land prescribed by law; and by the 12th clause it is specified
what articles of provisions shall be issued in lieu of the allotted allowances of time and land,
where there may not be sufficient land adapted for the cultivation of provisions for the
apprenticed labourers on any estate.

It will, in consequence, be your duty, once at least in each month, to inquire whether the
provisions issued on the several estates are sound and fit for consumption, and of the
quality further specified in the 13th clause (particularly the salt fish, which, when old, is
apt to be rank and unwhvlesome); and where the contrary may, on examination by you of
the article complained of, be found to be the case, you will apprise the manager, attorney or
other person having charge of the estate to require him forthwith to provide provisions of

a proper quality; but, as it may sometimes occur that these, particularly the fish, cannot
immediately be had, it will be your duty to make an entry in your journal of the circunl-

-8tance, and at a future visit ascertain whether any arrears that may for a time have been
withheld have been subsequently issued. It is also provided by the 1€th clause, that a good
and comfortable house shall be provided for each family of apprenticed labourers, and that
each apprentice shall receive annually certain enumerated articles of clothing.
You will therefore consider it your duty, within two months after the 1st of January in

each year, to ascertain that the 12 months’ clothing has been issued, and of a proper
quahty.

Where it may not be the case, you will call for an explanation of the cause in writing,
and makea special report thereon for my information.
_The 18th clause points out how you are further to proceed on this case: it being pro-

vided by the 19th clause, that there shall be a proper hospital established on cach estate,
you will, at least once in every month, visit the same and ascertain that it is such, and kept
in such manner, as is contemplated by the Act.
By the 29th clause it is enacted that the punishment of any male offender, when neces-

sary, shall be inflicted with the sanie instrument and in like manner asin His Majesty’s

army. You will, on your first visit to each estate in your district, and as often afterwards

a8 May appear to you necessary, make such inquiries as shall satisfy you that the law on

this point is duly observed.
le 36ih clause requires that when task-woik is performed on any estate, it shall not be

undertaken’ by the apprentice but with his own consent. You will, therefore, inquire of
the manager of the several estates as to any work of this nature that may be in progress,
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and ascertain, by personal interrogation of the apprentices, whether the same is compulsoryon his part or otherwise. -
The remaining clauses of the Act, to the 43d inclusive, are further sufficiently explanatoryon this subject. ;
The 44th clause requires that the special magistrate shall reside within the limits of thedistrict to which he shall be appointed, unless prevented by sickness or other reasonablecause, to be allowed by the Lieutenant-governor. You have my permission to establishyour

residence within a reasonable distance from the precincts of your district, making knownwhere you are to be found, and appointing some place within the district for holding your
weekly sittings. i .

This indulgence is granted only in consideration of the probability of your removal withina short period from the district to which you are at present appointed, on the final arrange-
ment of the stipendiary magistracy of the island.
By the 46th and 47th clauses you are required to keepa journal of all cases, causes and

complaints that shall be brought before you, a duplicate whereof is to be transmitted to the
Lieutenant-governor quarterly, as a voucher necessary to the issue of the magistrate’s salary,
The correct keeping of this document Iconsider of the first importance, as it will afford
the means of ascertaming the progressive improvement or change ofany kind that may take
place in the conduct and disposition of the apprenticed labourers generally, as well as the
comparative degree of good order, discipline and treatment observed on different estates,
whence’ inferences may be drawn, not requiring to be further explained at present. As to
the prescribed form in which this journal is to be kept, a copy will be hereunto annexed of
the manner in which I wish the entries and reports of all cases or complaints that may be
brought before you to be made; this I shall call the Complaint-book, &c., as will be spe-
cified in the form.

In addition to this a separate journal, or general memorandum of your proceedings, will be
required, The principal subjects for entry herein will be the dates and places when and
where you hold your weekly sittings, with abstract of all complaints brought before you,
and reference to the complaint-book for particulars, including the evidence, your decision and
disposal of the case, as for instance : “ Weekly sitting, Monday the at

heard complaint of A. B., apprenticed labourer, against the manager of
estate, for undue punishment of alleged offence. See complaint-book, page .

2d. Complaint of C. B., manager of estate, against apprenticed labourer, C. D.,
for continued absence from work; see complaint-book, page &c.” Entries of the days
on which you make your monthly visits to the several estates within your district, noticing
particularly anything you may have found irregular, the reasons assigned for the irregularity,
and the orders you may have given to rectify it. This journal must be your inseparable
companion on all your official visits, as reference to it will refresh your memory as to what
was done on a-preceding visit, and was to be inquired into on a subsequent one, or, in other
words, will show what orders were given to correct abuses, how they have been complied
with, and their effect. These, with many other particulars which cannot be enumerated, but
which will be obvious to any man of business, will form the contents of this journal. A
book for the entry of correspondence will also be indispensable.
By the 5oth clause the special justice is empowered, when he shall pass sentence of confine-

ment upon an apprenticed labourer, to direct that the same shall take place upon the plantation
to which the apprentice shall belong. As sending delinquents to Scarborough from remote
parts of the island is attended with much inconvenience, loss of time and expense, it is
extremely desirable that the latitude here given should be acted upon as often as possible
when confinement is adjudged, until public prisons are erected in other parts of the island.
It will therefore be your duty particularly to inspect the place of confinement (where any
does exist) on every plantation in your district, in order to ascertain its adaptation to the
intended purposes, as respects the admission of air, the absence of dampness, and the perfect
cleanliness of the place, not being too scrupulous as to any other comforts. Should it not
be fit for the reception of a prisoner, with due regard to the claims of humanity, you will
‘Tequirethe manager of the estate to have it put in proper order before it is made use of. ;

he 55th clause authorizes the appointment of six fit persons as policemen, to be sworn in
as. constables in each district. You will of course make the best selection ofpersons you are
able for this service, a nominal list whereof you will be pleased to transmit for my informa-

“tion. Whenever the Legislature shall decide as to the nature of remuneration the consta-
_bles are to receive, I shall be ready with the special magistrates to frame such general regu-
ations for their government as may appear expedient.

By the 6cth clause the special magistrate is authorized to appoint one or more of the
apprenticed labourers on each estate, with the consent of the owner or manager, to act as
constable; and I am led to believe, from concurring reports, that this regulation has been
attended with the best effects where it has been tried. You will therefore consult with the
managers, and immediately select the men of most approved character and conduct for
these situations. It is very desirable that they should be distinguished by some badge
bespeaking authority,which I shall hereafter, on the permanent establishment of -a district
‘police, recommend to be uniform throughout the island; at present it ought to be something
very simple, but this point you will easily arrange with the respective managers.
"The Abolition Act is very clearly drawn up, and provides ‘for every possible case of com-

plaint that.may occur between the employer and the apprenticed labourer, and invests the
special justice with all necessary powers for the punishment of offenders, and for protecting
the apprentice from arbitrary and unjust treatment. It



It is but due to the planters or persons in charge of estates in this island, to say that

the instances of unjust severity towards the apprenticed labourers when in a state of slavery,

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 409

TOBAGO.
—ae

during m administrationof t e government, have been very few indeed. I have therefore

little doubt that the apprentices will in general be found tobe enjoying,to the full extent of
the law, all the advantages contemplated by the late change in their condition. _

It will be your duty, by a zealous and discreet exercise of the powerwithwhich you are

invested, to maintain a just and reci rocal performance of the obligations imposed on either

party, by which the public tranquillity and general interests of all cannot fail to be pro-

moted. You will of course report to me, without loss of time, any extraordinary occurrence

in your district, or anything w

W. D. M‘Intosh, Esq.,
SpecialMagistrate.

erein you may find support to your authority necessary.
I have, &c,

(signed) H. C. Darling,
Lievt.Governor.
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DUPLICATE JOURNAL of Comrrarnrs before 4. B., Special Justice for District No.-—, between the
1st of and the 31st of » Showing how disposed of.
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of Complaint. of Compiainants,
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of Complaint.
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1834:
Octobe 10| Cato, pr.ap. | -- That he has| Sam, pr.ap. -+-!--Has received fish | - - Complaint in part

Whim es-| received no salt| Ben, ditto. with the rest of the ap-| false. Manager admo-
tate. fish for three| Jacob Headman.| prentices until last week,|nished to have a sub-

weeks, and been| Andrews, over- | when there was none on| stitute prepared in case
punished for de-| seer. the estate. Fish has now| of failure of fish in
manding it. been procured, and ar-| future. Complainant to

rears will be issued to- | work an extra hour for
morrow. Did not make| five days for falsehood.
any complaint to ma-
nager or overseer; has
not been punished,

Ditto - «| W. Scott, |- Complains that| Mr.Crispin, over-| - - David wasabsent at| - - Has infringed the
manager, | David, pr. ap.{ seer. the calling of the list on |65th clause of the
Adelphi was absent three| Stephen,constable. Monday morning, and| Abolition Law bybeing
estate, whole days last| Julius, ditto. from all . work on the| found beyond the li-

week from work,| Providence estate estate till Wednesday| mits of the estate with-
and was taken up night,when he wasappre-| out a pass, and @ist
on Providence hended at Providence| clause by being absent
estate, estate. more than two days in

one week. A bad cha.
racter; sentenced to
‘receive 20 stripes,

ABSTRACT.

DISPOSED OF,
Names . Number HOW

“f of Hard Lubo Sol: Hard it os
Estates, Complaints, Whining. Estate Work. oTread-mill Confinensent, Dismissed. | TOTAL.

Concordia - 4 1 Q 1 - - : > 4

Adelphi - 3 - - - 3 > - - . 3

Belmont - 1 . - - - - 1 - - 1

Cradley ° 2 1 1 - - - : - - 2

Whin 2 - a eo 2

Total - 12 2 5 4. 1 - - 12       
 

166.—IT,

A. B., Special Justice.
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No: 409. Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

MyLord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 Sept. 1835.
T wave the honour to transmit enclosed a letter addressed to your Lordship

aah: byLieutenant-governor Darling, forwarding two of the returns called for by your
avg? 3 Lordship’s circular despatch of the 18th June last.

ah The other two returns required by that despatch I had the honour to forward

xe with myletter of the 20th ultimo, Tobago.
T have, &e.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

—”

 

Enclosurcs in No. 409.

My Lord, Government House, Tobago, 24 August 1835,
Enclosures in With reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th of June, to which [ have already
No. 409. had the honour to reply in part, I do not see how I can more properly comply with the

spirit of your Lordship’s demand for “ a Return of the Number and Nature of the Punish-
ments inflicted on the Apprenticed Labourers in each Colony by the Special or Stipendiary
Magistrates, specifying the Offences for which they were inflicted,” than by transmitting
the identical reports that have been made to me at the end of each quarter, since the ist of
August 1834, which your Lordship will receive herewith.

. The reports are accompanied by abstracts, showing “ the Number and Nature of the
ants0e® Punishments inflicted ;” while the reports themselves give a summary of the complaints,

apes Aeyino¥s? and of their investigation.
<0 on\J As these documents (at the first view) will not be found to agree, it is necessary, to theirvery are : 1 : a. yapeurec® being clearly understood, that [ should explain the reason of the discrepancy.

yen ot? In every case where a complaint has been entered in the magistrate’s reports, as against
two, three or more apprentices, I have put it down as one complaint and one punishment,

pre 40 ©: unless the delinquents have been both male and female, when the punishments are entered
Lv as one, two or three, as the case may be; that is (possibly) the male offender bywhipping,

the females by extra labour, or one by extra labour, one by confinement. Wherever hard
labour is awarded, it means work on the tread-mill, which is generally by spells of from five
to eight or ten minutes in the hour.

. I know not whether the aggregate number of these complaints and punishments may or
may not be considered many orfew, or how they may appear comparatively with those of
other islands, having reference to relative population; but if the details are closely examined,
and the trifling disputes between the employers and non-predials, arising out of the non-
payment of wages by those apprentices who are allowed to find work for themselves; the
complaints against domestics for neglect of duty and other offences, which never come under
the cognizance of the magistrate in England; the disturbances occasioned by quarrels (not
very frequent) amongst the apprentices on the estates, and some offences which ought
properly to have been considered out of the jurisdiction of the special magistrate; if the
complaints under these different heads are extracted from the general mass, the number of
complaints against and punishment of the predial (sugar-working) labourers will, I think,
appear very moderate.

There will be found occasional complaints against the whole of the first or second gang
for neglect or indolent performance of, their work; but the interference of the magistrate
has, on every occasion of this kind, proved immediately effectual in restoring order; and ia
these cases (I think [ am justified in saying it), there has generally been some mismanage-
ment on the part of the employer. While on this subject it is perhaps not improper to draw
your Lordship’s attention to the fact, that, by the last registration of slaves in this island,
there were 1,000 females more than males; there must consequently be a considerable num-
ber of women having claims to indulgence on account of their infants, in which respect the
magistrates have very generally been kind and indulgent.

Misunderstandings, however, as to the claims of the employers to the labour of the nurses,
under the Abolition Act, did at first prove a fruitful source of dispute and complaint, but
the doubt is now pretty generally removed.
Under the former Slave Act in this island, females having six children alive cculd not be

required to perform any work whatever; but on the change of system, when the estates
became altogether deprived of the services of the children under six years of age, the proptt-
etors considered themselves as having a fair claim to the labour of the mothers, in many
instances young and able women.
_ It will be seen by the reports, that in the course of the year three or four prosecutions by
indictment were entered against overseers for breach of the Abolition Law, in beating or ill-

. Uslug apprentices; but I regret to say the bills were in every instance thrown out by the
grand jury,

Having
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Having, in my despatches of the 22d August and 31st December 1834, to His Majesty’s

Secretary of State, represented the conduct of the negroes generally in favourable terms,

and bearing in mind how differently two persons may judge of the same act, I beg leave to r,

accompany these returns with the weekly reports that were made to me in general terms up

to 18th of October, whereon my reports were founded.

I have further the honour to transmit, agreeably to your Lordship’s commands in the same

despatch, a Return of “ the Names and Number of Apprenticed Labourers who have pur-

chased the unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for the same,”

as far as such Return can be made out; but the law of this island not requiring the inter- m

ference of the magistrates, except where the parties cannot agree, I am afraid it will not be

so correct as 1 could wish, having reason to believe that there have been some sales

amongst the non-predials belonging to free coloured people, which cannot be satisfactorily

ascertained.
I have, &c.

Lord Glenelg, &c. &e. (signed) Henry C. Darling,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

No. 1 (A.)

ABSTRACT of Comptatnrs brought before the Special Magistrates in the Island of Tobago,

between the 1st August and gist October 1834, showing how they have been disposed of.

 

 

 

 

  

HOW DISPOSED OF.

3
NAMES 2 MALE. FEMALE.

No. of &

, ‘ 5 wb 8 e . : s %
istrict. es a x s 3 s

District) MAGISTRATES. 3 & | 2 | 8 § $j} 2 | 8 .
5 Z R 4 a a 3 3 i

2/2 i]elze|¢/2]e]8|é
Z/e!]1a]2!é6},s]/ale| &

1 | J. Kirk and F, Clarke} 20 9 4 1 - 1 5 - 20

2 |H. Hamilton - -| at 3 - 2 3 5 - 21

3 | J. Kirk and F. Clarke| 40 22 5 - 1 6 6 - 40

4 | Robert Mitchell -| 19 11 1 - 1 ~ 4 2 19

5 | Thomas Wyllie -| 25 12 10 - 1 - 2 - 25

6 | Samuel M‘Eachnie + | 23 12 5 - 2 3 1 - 23

7 | John Stewart - -| 36 10 10 3 1 3 9 - 36

8 | James Johnston -| 28 9 2 ” 2 - 3 7 28

9g | W. Nicholson - -| 26 18 5 - - 2 1 ~ 26

10 | John Baird = - -{| 26 9 2 3 - 7 3 2 26

Total «= -| 264 | 118 47 14 10 25 39 11a | 264          
Tobago, 17 Aug. 1835. (signed) H.C. Darling, Lieut.~Governor.

166.—II.
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No. 1 (B.)

ABSTRACT of Comptaints brought before the Special Magistrates in the Island of Tobago,
between the ist November and 31st December 1834, showing how they have been disposed of.

 

 

 

 

 
            
 

HOW DISPOSED OF.

NAMES g MALES. FEMALES.
No. of 4

of 3 2 s uf : : “ s. . . 3 g - ~ s

District) MAGISTRATES. ‘s B | 2 | 8 g 21/2) 3 .
5 A 4 d 3 c 4 3 nd

2; /¢}]¢)4]4]sle2e]é
z2|ae}id]{e2]s}]si]a8& |] sie

1 | Frederick Clarke -| 10 6 - - - 3 1 - 10
2 | Henry R.Hamilton-| 16 6 3 - 2 4 1 ~ 16
3 | James Kirk ~- -} 25 14 3 2 - 3 3 - 25
4 | Robert Mitchell -}o41 2 6 - 1 - 2 ~- 11
5 | William D. M‘Intosh 34 8 17 - - - 9 - 34
6 | Samuel M‘Eachnie - 9 6 1 - 1 - i - 9
7 | John Stewart - -/ 12 4 5 - - 2 1 - 123
8 | James Johnston -;o7 10 2 2 - - 2 1 17
g | William T. Nicholson 9 7 1 - - - 1 - 9
10 |John Baird = - -{| 28 20” 1 3 _ 2 1 1 28

Total - -| 171 83 | 39 7 4 14 22 2 )171
i

Tobago, 17 Aug. 1835. (signed) Henry C. Darling, Lieut.-Governor.

No. 1 (C.)

ABSTRACT of Comptaints broug ht before the Special Magistrates in the Island of Tubago,

between the 1st January and 31st March 1835, showing how they have been dieposed of.

 

 

 

 

 
  

HOW DISPOSED OF,

NAMES a MALES. FEMALES.
No. of: ee *

of g tb . . : .

District. 9 5 3 $ < a 5 5
MAGISTRATES. 8 B | 8 3 3 3 3 3 ,

g 3 A y 2 g - Ps 4
e/*= i} ¢]¢]¢]¢4/]¢2fes8ieé
2 te} }a{] s | 8 | & | 2] e2

1 | Frederick Clarke -| 17 12 1 - - 3 - 1 17
2 |Henry Hamilton -| 16 4 5 2 - 1 a 2 16
3 .JamesKirk - -| s4 14 - - 1 1 8 - 24
4 | Robert Mitchell -j| 21 14 3 1 - 1 2 - a1
5 | James Wyllie - -| 932 9 11 - 1 ~ 7 4 32
G j Samuel M‘Eachnie -| 14 6 4 t - 1 - 3 14
4 | John Stewart - -] 26 12 8 1 - - 3 2 26
8 | James Johnston -| 495 15 8 4 1 1 a 4 35
g | W.T. Nicholson +] 19 1t 4 - - 1 i 3 - 19
10 | John Baird + = 8 5 - - - 3 | + - 8

Total - -j 212 | 102 44 9 3 12 27 15 | 212        
 

Tobago, 17 Aug. 1835. (signed) Henry C. Darling, Lieut.-Governor.
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No. 1(D.) TOBAGO. |
—

ABSTRACT of Compiaints brought before the Special Magistrates in the Island of Tobago,

between the ist April and goth June 1835, showing how they have been disposed of.
 

 

 

 

            

HOW DISPOSED OF.

NAMES s MALES. FEMALES,

No. of a -
of 8 & : . . .

District. 2 | 2/2i]2i]¢)¢8)284 2
MAGISTRATES. 3 a 4 3 s o a 3

s a rR ras 8 B 4 3 rd
4a = “ & S <

el. | es] El] Ee} a) 8) 8s
a a a m oO o a = &

1 | F. Clarke - - 16 7 - - - 2 1 16

2 |Henry Hamilton - 9 2 4 - - 2 1 - 9

3 | James Kirk - - 41 28 8 - - 1 3 1 4l

4 | Robert Mitchell - 25 8 5 - 2 1 8 1 25

5 | James Wyllie - = - 37 8! 14 1 3 3 6 2 37

6 | Samuel M‘Eachnie - 13 4 1 1 - 1 2} 13

7 | John Stewart - - 19 5 6 - 2 5 1 19

8 | James Johnston - 43 20 8 6 - 1 7 1 43

g |W.T. Nicholson - 16 3 5 - 2 5 - 16

so |John Baird -— - 14 11 - - 1 1 - 1 14

Total - - =] 233 95| 61 9 7 13 38 10 | 233

Tobago, 17 August 1835. Henry C. Darling, Lieut.-Governor.

 

No. 1 (E.)

GENERAL ABSTRACT of CompLaints brought before the Special Magistrates in the Island of

Tobago, between the 1st August 1834 and goth June 1835, showing how they have been

disposed of. ,
 

HOW DISPOSED OF.
 

 

3 MALES, FEMALES.
a

| ersten 8 ao ° .

o 3 5 § 3 3 3 §

os] 2B] 2]3]8)e)2)3] ,
5 3 a 3 5 8 4 4 4
3 a & <

= Ss a sei 218; 8} ele] é)]2is
4 a) wl x o S | iz eS
 

From 1st August to 31st Oc-
tober 1834 = = - == | 964 | 118] 47] 14] 10 | 25 | 39] 3 | 264

From ist November to 318t
December 1834 - -{ a7 83} 39] 7 4] 14 say; 2 | tz

From st January to 31st
March 1835 - - -|. 2121 102 44} 9 3) 34 a7) 15 | 312From ist April to goth June
1835 = = | 33] os} 61} 9 | 7 | 13 | 38] 10 | 233
 

Total - - -| 880} 398] 191] 39 | 24 | 64 | 126) 38 | 880          
166.—II,
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No. 2.

RETURN of Apprenticep LaBourens who have Purchased the Unexpired Term of theirA
prenticeship in the Island of Tobago, from ist of August 1834 to August 1835, with the different
ums paid,
 

 

xo¥

 
    
 

 

Names of Estates. Names of Apprenticed Labourers. |Number, Sums Paid.

. £ 8. d,
Sluivan + - -  «|WMargaret- - -— = 1 20 =~ =
Golden Grove - - «| Felicity and Owen - - 2 75 - —| 30/ and 45),
Buccoo - - -» =| Robert - - + = a 618 8
Mary’s Hill - +  «|Famy - + + = 1 2710 -
Auchenskeoch = - -  »{| William - - - - 1 Wwe a
Stadly Park - -  -| Charlotte - - = - - 1 4- =
Scarborough - + ©} Henry - - + = 1 2 =- -
Franklyn’s - + - -+|Catherine- - - = 1 27:30 —
Harmony Hall - - - | Betsy - - + “ 1 20 - -
Betsy's Hope - + -| Mary Ann - ee 1 45 - -
Dito - - - «| Kitty - 5 + * 1 27:10 -

Richmond - - - ~| Robert = - - - - 1 67 - -
Ditto - - - -| Fortune - - - - 1 4010 —

Goldsborough - - -+j Annie + - «+ - 1 go - -
Ditto - - - - | Marianne - - - - 1 10 § -

. Total - - -}| 16 451 3 8

Henry Darling, Lieut.-Governor.

— No. 410. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 15 Sept. 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit inclosed a letter addressed to your Lordship

by Lieutenant-Governor Darling, reporting his opinions and those entertained by
the principal agriculturists of the island upon the various topics embraced in
Mr. Spring Rice’s circular despatch of the 30th September 1834. .

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 410.

My Lord, Tobago, Government House, 25 August 1835.
I necRer that so long a period as nearly a twelvemonth should have elapsed, from the

receipt of Mr. Spring Rice’s despatch of the goth September 1834, without that answer
being returned which the importance of the communication demanded.
'- It is that importance, however, that has occasioned the delay in eliciting the answer
which I have now the honour to submit. ° to,

I was unwilling to offer my own sentiments on the interesting questions contained in
this despatch, without previously ascertaining the opinions of practical and experienced
persons in the island. I therefore gave every publicity to the subject by publication

m the newspapers of the colony; inviting communications from any person who might.
feel disposed to address me, and by requesting the Agricultural Society would report

thereon.
I have lately received a communication from a select committee of that society, of which

I have now the honour to enclose a copy, and beg leave to accompany it by some observa-

tions from myself. ;
I agree with the committee in the propriety of the course they have adopted, of not

swelling their report beyond the limits necessary to show how far the measures which are
brought under consideration are capable of practical application to this island. .
The Agricultural Society being composed of almost all the practical planters 10 the

island, ought to be the most correct source of information as to the quantity of produce

that has been manufactured in any one or in any number of years, and ought to be the best
informed as to the proportion such produce has hitherto borne to the quantity of labour by
which it has been produced. .

I can only saythe export returns from the colony for some years past, as compared with
the number of registered slaves, do not show so great an average as one hogshead of sugar
and one puncheon of ram and molasses per head. It
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It is, I amafraid, not to be doubted that the diminished quantity of Jabour on the estates
by the increase of timegranted to the labourer, and the total abstraction of the work per-
formed by children, will eventually prove seriously detrimental to the production of the

staple commodity. ;
It may not be irrelevant to remark here, that the time allotted to the labourer for the

cultivation of bis ground is infinitely greater than what is required for the avowed purpose;

while the quantity ofuncultivated and ungranted land, in the immediate neighbourhood of
many of the estates, holds out to him stronginducements to refuse to labour on the estate
for his employer, when he has hopes of turning his industry to more profitable account by a
species of labour more agreeable to his taste.

This island, indeed, and others where there is a great proportion of virgin soil unoccupied

inthe mountains, will be exposed to many serious disadvantages with respect to labour at

the expiration ofthe apprenticeship system, which will not be experienced in Barbadoes, An-
tigua, or those colonies where all the soil fit for cultivation is occupied, and where the free
negro cannot, of course, have the same facilities of maintaining himself by independent

labour.
A clause exists, in the Abolition Act of Tobago, to prevent apprentices from taking pos-

session of ungranted lands, and forming settlements thereon ; but it will be extremely diffi-

cult to prevent this in a state of general freedom.
It is not unreasonable, moreover, to suppose that the negro will prefer any sort of labour

for a maintenance to that which is connected with the bitter recollections of past suffering;
and as the planter will not be able to afford him a remuneration for his labour equal to what
he will be abie to extract from the soil by labour for himself, it is much to be feared that
sugar manufacture will receive a severe check.

o remedy this evil, and as a substitute for the diminished quantity of native labour, the
committee would recommend the introduction of European emigrants. On this point I am
decidedly at issue with the Agricultural Society, and respectfully beg leave to refer your

Lordship to the despatch which I had the honour to address to Mr. Spring Rice, on the
25th November 1834, to which I will now add that no considerations have since presented
themselves to my mind to induce me to offer the slightest modification of the opinion I then
expressed. .

ft may here indeed be proper to advert to the circumstance, that, by several legislative

enactments (not less than six or seven at different periods), encouragement has been held
out to emigrants to come to Tobago, till at last a premium of 25 /. per head induced a party
of 40 persons from Scotland to seek their fortunes in this island.
_ What was the result? The very vessel that brought out these unfortunate people, carried
back, on her return voyage, after a short stay here, the effects of 16 of them, who fell
victims to the climate and the habits into which all Europeans of the lower class immedi-
ately fall on their arrival in this country.

These people, moreever, were not labourers, but came out with somewhat higher views,
and were not necessarily exposed in the same degree. Four of these, I believe, now
survive.

If, after all, the measure of emigrating to this island should be determined on, I most
earnestly and respectfully submit, that it should be under the strictest regulations, requir-
ing the parties by whom the emigrants may be introduced to provide previously for their
accommodation, and certain necessary comforts, from the very moment of their arrival.
Any general importation of European labourers, with a view to seek for employment

on their arrival, will, I fear, be attended with no certain result, but that of a fearful
mortality. ~

This is not the country, my Lord, where the white man may expect to earn a living or
even to preserve life, by manual labour in the field. ;
Nature is against it, while the demoralizing babits of those under whom the emigrants

must necessarily serve, would set a deplorable example to the females of their families, —
Having thus expressed my dissent from the Agricultural Society, on the abstract question

of introducing European labourers, I most cordially express my concurrence with them, as
to the indispensable necessity of extending our establishment of schools, and disseminat-

ing, to the utmost practicable extent, moral and religious instruction; without this, I enter-
tain strong doubts of the beneficial results that may be expected from the abolition of
slavery.
_ On this deeply interesting subject I will confine myself to the observation, that there

18 but one clergyman of the Established Church in the island, who has the duty to per-

form in Scarborough, with the troops in garrison at Fort King George, and at Golds-
borough and Courland ; the former twelve and the latter five miles from the seat of govern-

Since my arrival in the island I have made the services of a gentleman, who came out
with me as chaplain and tutor to my sons, available to the church, as far as has been con-
sistent with his other avocations. ot .
Hehas most willingly devoted his services to the benefit of the colony, and is now about

Succeeding to the living, when the former incumbent will remove to another island.

despair of any farther assistance through the Lord Bishop of the diocese, to whom I
shall nevertheless repeat my application made some time ago. .
APresbyterian clergyman came here in December last, but did not survive more than

three months.
{fan addition to our church establishment is unhappily impracticable, catechists and

schoolmast166th would do much good. I pass

TOBAGO.
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I pass on to that part ofthe report which states, that from the low ebb to which “allWestIndia property has been reduced, the pecuniary means of the planter are so limited that heis afraid to venture on any experimental undertaking.” ‘
I agree with the committee in the truth of this unfavourable picture, and regret its cor-rectness.
I have no doubt that, “ so long as sugar cultivation continues at all profitable, so longwill it remain the staple article of produce;” but there is no reason why the cultivation ofother profitable productions, requiring less severity of labour, should not be attempted.
I am indeed satisfied that it will, to some extent, be tried.
The island produces pimento in great abundance, and other spices in smaller propor-tions.
T have this day had a communication with one gentleman, to whoma tract of wild landwas granted some months ago, and he informs me that, with ten free labourers, whom hehas with him, be has already cleared several acres of wild land of weeds andunderbrush,leaving a plantation of young pimento, with several trees just now coming into full bearing,from which he expects to reap a small crop this year.
As he is an intelligent and enterprising young man, I have little doubt of his success,
In another quarter, an old and respectable inhabitant informs me, that on hisestatesome years ago cinnamon was growing in great abundance, but that it has died out throughneglect; while, within a short distance from Government House, there is an estate calledNutmeg Grove, where the wild nutmeg was rooted out, and within a quarter of a mile ofmy door is Cinnamon Hill.
From this brief outline of the natural productions of the island, which, when duly culti-vated, have proved in other places the source of much wealth, it cannot be said that thesoil holds out no encouragement, that the island possesses no capability but for the manu-facture of sugar.
No other pursuit may promise such a profitable return for labour, nor will any other, I amafraid, be attempted under the persons Tepresenting property, nor until sugar fails.The seas abound in fish in every direction, yet 80 little is the spirit of enterprise, thatour markets are scantily supplied ; and althougha very profitable trade, toa limited extent,might be carried on in turtle shell, yet turtle by the pound, as an article of food, is neverto be purchased.
I imagine your Lordship will not wish this communication to be extended to greaterlength.
The enlightened views of the Secretary of State, as detailed in the despatch to which Ihave now the honour to reply, are in many particulars beyond our comprehension, or atleast beyond all probability of being acted upon in Tobago, where [ would recommendthat the first step to the improvement of onr fortunes, should be the amendment of ourmorals and way of life; but while the proprietors evince not the slightest interest in thegeneral benefit of the colony, its state of society, or the habitual immorality of theper-sons who represent them, (who receive the same salaries, the same indulgences, withoutreference to character or conduct, provided they attend to the pockets of their principals,)I must fear that any expectation of improvement in the moral or physical resources of theisland will prove visionary.

I have, &c.
Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. (signed) Hen. C. Darling,

Lieutenant-Govemor.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 410.

REPORT of Select Committee of the Agricultural Society, appointed to take into consi-deration the Despatch, dated goth September 1834, of the ight honourable 7. SpringRice, His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies,
Tux Committee find that the comprehensive nature of the subjects of inquiry set forth inthe despatch will not allow them to go further into detail ofthe reasons which have prompted

the observations and suggestions which they now humbly submit on the different points
which form the heads of inquiry, or use any arguments in their support, further thanwillbriefly suffice to show that the measures which are recommended (whether as remedies tobe applied to any existing obstacles to the promotion of industry, or as measures necessaryin themselves to be established for any specified object) are capable of practical application,and available if resorted to.

..The committee, in answer to the first object of inquiry which presents itself, viz., “ thepresent state of productive industry, distinguishing the articles raised for consumption inthe colony from exported produce,” beg to state that cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry, &c., andground provisions of various kinds, and likewise a little coffee, are raised for consumption,
and that sugar, rum and molasses are raised and manufactured for exportation, and that, tillthe ist August 1834, the productive rate of industry was at the average of nearly one hogs-
head of sugar and one puncheon of rum or molasses to every slave. wsIn answer to the second question, “ the possible changes which the Act for the Abolition
ofSlavery may produce on the agricultural, manufagturing and commercial system, thecommittee are enabled to statedecisively from experience, that the present system will tend
to diminish very materially the production of the staple articles; arisingprincipally from the

drama
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diminution of labourers upon the generality of properties, the abridgment of the hours of

labour, the extra and unnecessary periods given to the apprentices for the cultivation of their

ounds, and a general disinclination on their part to work in their own time for reasonable

ages.
. Connected with the foregoing, the committee must observe the lamentable state into

which this great change has involved a considerable and most important portion of the

community: the Abolition Act having freed nearly one-fifth part of the negro population

from all obligation to be employed in the various kinds of labour suited to their years,which

would have had the effect of early initiating them to habits of industry ; for every parent is

now found tenaciously restraining their children from entering info any useful occupation,

however light the labour required, leaving them without counsel or restraint (except on the

part of the parents, who are totally unfit to guard such a responsible charge) to pass in

idleness, and in the contraction of every vice, those years which ought to be employed in

endeavouring to give them a just estimate of that state to which they have attained, by

instilling into their youthful minds, while capable of receiving lasting impressions, the

knowledge of those duties which will be expected to be performed by them on arriving at

maturity, thereby preparing them to become the useful members of a future industrious and

enlightened community. The committee must further observe, that unless the erroneous

and fallacious ideas at present entertained by the negroes of an uncontrolled state of free-

dom can be connected before the expiration of the present probationary state, little or no

dependence need be placed on their applying themselves with that steadiness and diligence

to the various kinds of agricultural labour which is absolutely necessary to carry on the

cultivation and manufacture of the staple articles. From the foregoing observations it may

beinferred, that the effects a state of freedom are likely to have on the powers of production

are by no means favourable, and on this basis entirely depends the prosperity of the com-

mercial system. In the opinion of the committee the only effective means which can be

employed to produce a favourable change in the ideas of the negroes, thereby arresting the

present evils and warding off those of greater magnitude, would be that of placing before

them the example of those of our own colour, who, it is anticipated, would perform steadily

and contentedly the labour assigned them for a daily hire, and who would be solely depen-

dent on their bodily exertions for their support; thereby convincing them, by the force of /

example, that it is no degradation for free persons to earn a livelihood by labour in the field,

and likewise establishing schools, on liberal and comprehensive principles, for the dissemi-

nation of moral and religious instruction, as promised by Lord Althorp when Chancellor

of the Exchequer.
The committee are therefore of opinion, that emigrants from Europe and from the more

populous West India islands might be introduced with benefit on many situations; up-

wards of three-fourths of the island being at present unoccupied and uncultivated for want

of alabouring population. The committee beg leave to suggest that all Crown lands, and

other lots having no legal claimant resident in the island, ought on no consideration to be

allowed to be taken possession of without proper authority: they are informed, from.one

of their own members, that this encroachment has gone on to some extent in the windward

parishes. It is evident, if this be allowed, it will cause great discontent amongst the appren-

tices at the end of the present system, who will naturally look forward to the same indul-

gence being extended to them, and which, if complied with, the committee have no hesita-

tion in saying that the cultivation of the present articles would cease on three-fourths of

the estates.
The introduction of European labourers might also be expected to have the beneficial

effect of bringing into practice a better system of cultivation and greater economy of labour,

by the use of instruments better adapted to the purposes for which they would be employed

than those at present in use, and to the adoption of a more careful method in the breeding,

rearing and general treatment of stock. In one district (Sandy Point) every facility is

afforded to the introduction, with advantage, of those implements of husbandry which

would lessen, to a great extent, the employment of manual labour, and would thus afford

the means, if required, of extending the cultivation in that district, or of furnishing addi-

tional power to carry on with greater advantage the cultivation in the more mountainous

districts, where manual labour is at present principally depended on.
Besides emigration from Europe and the sister isles, this want might be supplied through

other means. If Government would alter its present system in regard to the captures fre-

quently made in its endeavours to suppress the slave trade, instead of allowingforeign

colonies to reap the benefit of that heavy expense incurred by the mother country in sup-

port of an establishment for the suppression of that unnatural traffic, our own West

India colonies might be made the receptacle of those unfortunate beings, where, from the

laws that prevail, they would at once be free, and by their means the pursuits of profitable

rronstry might be extended to those parts of the island at present lying waste and neg-

ected,
Tn answer to the inquiry, “ whether capital is likely to be directed into new channels or

to be applied to the more extended production of articles at present known in the mar-

kets,” the committee are of opinion, that if certain measures were enforced by Government

tofacilitate this object, that capital would be applied to the production of articles, both of

agriculture and manufacture, which are not at present cultivated in the island, but known
in the home markets; but from the low ebb to which all West India property has been

reduced, the pecuniary means of the planter are so limited that he is afraid to veuture on

any experimental undertaking in case of failure in the attempt, which wouid be attended
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with irretrievable ruin ; and as long as sugar cultivation continues at all profitable, so lon
will it remain the staple article of produce; and, as a financial remedy, the committeewould
suggest the establishment of banks, whereby advances might be made, upon proper securit
to persons embarkingin any undertaking likely to be advantageous to the colony, and which
would also have the effect of improving the currency and giving greater facility to com-
mercial transactions.
With these observations, the committee beg to sum up their report into abstract answers

to the different heads, as laid down in the Right honourable Secretary’s Despatch ; viz,:
1st. That the stock (before enumerated) with ground provisions and a little coffee, are

the only articles raised for consumption in the island, while sugar, rum and mclassesare
raised and manufactured for exportation; that, till the 1st August 1834, the average
power of production to every slave was nearly one hogshead of sugar and one puncheon of
rum or molasses.

2d. That the effect of the Abolition Act will diminish the production of the staple articles
nearly one-third ; and on the profitable production of which the prosperity of the commer-
cial system entirely depends.
The obstacles which present themselves to the committee as likely to impede the

powers of production are,
ist. The want of a more extensive labouring population.
2d. The unnecessary time at present allowed to the labourer.
gd. A general disinclination on the part of the labourers to work during their own time

for reasonable wages. ;
4th. The positive refusal of the labourers to allow their free children to work for any

consideration; and
5th. The almost total want of places for divine worship, and the total want of schools,
The legislative remedies which the committee beg to recommend are,
ist. The encouragement of emigration from Europe and the more populous West India

islands, and likewise making our own West India colonies the receptacle for all slaves
rescued from foreign powers.

2d. The erection of churches and schools with proper masters and teachers.
gd. A vagrant Act, preventing all idle vagrants from settling upon lands to which they

have neither right or title, and obliging every free person to show some honest means of
gaininga livelihood, andpreventing, under a penalty or punishment, all estate labourers
from harbouring persons who cannot comply with the above requisition; and

4th. As a financial remedy, the establishment of banks under the protection andpatronage
of Government.

(signed) § Henry Yeates, President.
(Extracted from the minutes.)

, (signed) J. W. M. D. Murray, Secretary,
To his Excellency Major-General Darling, , 22 July 1835.

Lieutenant-Governor. ;

 

— No. 411. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 16 Nov. 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of

September last, together with a report from the Lieutenant-governor accompanying
those tables.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No, 411. _

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lientenant-Governor Darling to Lord Glenelg, dated
Tobago, Government House, 24 October 1895.

I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of Tables (A.) and (B.), show-
ing the number of punishments inflicted on the apprenticed labourers in this island during
the month of September.

I regret exceedingly that the aggregate should appear so large, compared with the number
of apprentices ; but the magistrates’ reports being made on oath, no complaint, however
trifling, is omitted, and where several mdividuals are included in one complaint, as In the
case of a gang (say 30 persons) turning out late to work, if they are ordered to perform
any extra labour, it is entered as so many separate punishments inflicted. This I have
already had the honour to state to your Lordship.

There is one extraordinary instance, in explanation of this point, in the case of the
Adelphi, a small estate, not far from Government House, having only 57 apprenticed labourers,
in which there are 63 punishments returned as being inflicted in ‘the course of the month.
Of these f find one case to have comprised 21 individuals, with whom there was some mis-
understanding about a particular day to be allowed on one occasion in licu of Saturday;

in
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jn another, 33 apprentices are complained of as not having donea sufficiency of work, and

their conduct appearing reprehensible, they were ordered to make up their lost time, which

ig entered a8 33 punishments.
It is not improper here to remark, that I have had more complaints brought to me

against the manager of this estate, and another (of which the manager is also attorney,

and likewise attorney for the Adelphi), than all the rest of the estates in the island.

I find the same to have been pretty nearly the case in the ume of my predecessor,

while I understand, that when the same gang (of the Adelphi) were under a different ma-

nager, a few years ago, punishments were very rare.

our Lordship will observe, that the number of punishments by whipping, during the

month, is very small. Iam extremely desirous of abolishing the practice altogether, but I

can scarcely hope to accomplish it entirely, as there will always be found some few despe-

rate characters who will despise thelighter kinds of punishment.

[ beg to submit a remark which| cannot but consider as illustrative, in some degree,

of the different systems of management in the island: there are 38 estates on which there

were no complaints whatever last month; 12 on which there were only one each, and the

same number presenting only two each; while, in one instance, as I have already had the

honour to lay before your Lordship, on one of the smallest estates in the island, there were

63, exceeding the number of apprentices by six.

I regret to say that I am still without a third stipendiary magistrate.

I heard of the arrival of Mr. Bradfield at Barbadoes a fortnight ago, and have reason

to apprehend that the vessel which was to have dropped him here, on her way to Trinidad,

has passed the island. He will now be obliged to find his way vid Barbadoes.

 

— No. 412,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 25 Nov. 1835.

I nave the honour to transmit herewith the copy of a letter from Lieutenant-

governor Darling, giving cover to a despatch addressed by him to your Lordship,

on the subject of the children of the apprenticed population who became free on the

ist of August last year, being under six years of age.
I have already brought this subject under the consideration of His Majesty's

Government, as regarded that part of the population in this island (Barbadoes);

but it was the opinion of your Lordship’s predecessor that the provisions of the

Imperial Abolition Act on this head were sufficient. In the present instance it of

course rests with your Lordship to determine whether any further legislative mea-
sures on the subject should be attempted or not.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 412.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 30 October 1835.
I sec leave to transmit, under cover to your Excellency, a letter with enclosures, which

I have been induced to address to the Secretary of State, on certainpoints on which I have

deemed it of importance to obtain information for myself, and have t ought the same might

be acceptable to His Majesty’s Government.
Should your Excellency be of opinion that it is not material to trouble Government with

reports of this nature, from so insignificant a colony as Tobago, I request you will do me

the favour to suppress the letter, as I cannot doubt of information, pretty much to the same

effect, being received from more important places.
I cannot help, however, considering the case of the free children as deserving the most

Serious consideration. B corresponding accounts from all quarters of the island, I have

reason to believe them tobe in a most deplorable state of destitution and neglect.
For the first year of the abolition I heard very little on the subject; themothers on many

estates agreed to give a few days’ labour as an equivalent for medicine, medical treatment

and the ordinary allowances, but kept their engagements in very few instances. In other

cases these indulgences were continued to the children without any stipulation, nor do I
believe there would be much objection on the part of the proprietors to follow the example

generally, but from the pernicious tendency it would have on the habits of the children,

who, if their actual wants were in this way provided for, would be trained up in syste-
matic idleness, and become a growing and pernicious burthen to the colony. ;

I await the steps to be taken by the Legislature, to whom I have referred the subject,

before I proceed further myself; but in the meantime I should be happy to receive any

opinion which your Excellency may be disposed to favour me with, as to the least objec-

tionable course of proceeding, with any prospect of a beneficial effect.
I have, &c. ;

tf, His Excellency (signed) Henry C. Darling,
Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. B., &c. &e. Lieutenant-Governor..-
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Enclosure 2, in No. 412.

My Lord, Government House, Tobago, 26 October 1835,
Berne desirous that your Lordship should be in possession of every information con.

nected with the conduct of the apprenticed labourers in this island, and the opinion enter-
tained of the future effects of the abolition on the negro, when ina state ofunrestrained
freedom, as respects the application of his industry to the cultivation of the staple commo-
dity, and the consequent interest of the planter, I take the liberty of submitting copies of
two reports addressed to me by the stipendiary magistrates having charge of the windward
and leeward divisions of the island, in answer to certain queries lately put to them.

These inquiries have not been extended to the four local magistrates having thepresent
charge of the other districts, from an unwillingness to put upon them any duty that can be
dispensed with. ;
The information, however, conveyed in Mr. M‘Intosh’s and Mr. Child’s reports, may, I

am persuaded, be taken as a fair representation of the general state and circumstances of
the island, in the particulars of which they treat. I shall be glad if the information they
convey be found at all acceptable ; and I trust that in thus gratuitously laying it before your
Lordship,Iam not exceeding the line of my duty.

I am not aware that I need add to what is contained in these reports, except as respects
the free children, on whose conduct and utility, at a future period, the prosperityof this
colony (in common, | presume, with that of all the rest) must ina great degree depend,
The conduct of the mothers, in the treatment and training of these children, is of a nature
almost alarming. The unwillingness evinced by them, in many instances, to let the chil-
dren be even seen by the managers, is incredible. They fear that any kindness, in the
way of medical treatment or other indulgence, may be supposed to establish a claim on the
att of the estate to their future services, and therefore keep them out of sight. This has

Been carried, in one recent instance, to such a length as to have been attended with the
death of the child, who was destroyed by the yaws, under circumstances of criminal
neglect on the part of the mother, whom I have ordered to be prosecuted for this offence
against nature and society.
By a clause in the Abolition Act of the island, the special justice is authorized to bind

apprentice any free child under 12 years of age, whom he shall find “ unprovided with an
adequate mainteuance ;” but the difficulty is to get a sight of the children, who, inmany
cases, are conveyed off the estate, for the reason just assigned.

The Legislature being now in session, I have suggested to them, that power begiven
to the magistrates to compel the mothers to produce their free children for the inspection
of the special magistrates, when there may be reason to suspect they are materially
neglected. ,
Tdo not know how far a compulsory enactment of the kind may be approved, but as the evil

complained of is general, and as it is calculated to affect materially the future labouring popu-
lation of the island, it becomes of the highest importance, as well on the score of policy as
humanity, that effective measures be taken to check it, and to protect the helpless children
from the dire effects to be apprehended from the unnatural conduct of their parents, who
will neither work for their support, nor apply for medical assistance in case of sickness,
which, I believe, would, in few instances, be refused them.

T have, &c.
(signed) Henry C. Darling,

Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. Lieutenant-Governor.

Enclosure 3, in No. 412.

Sir, Signal Hill, 3 October 1835.
In a circular letter of instruction, addressed to the special magistrates on the 25th July

last, his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor called upon them to supply him with informa-
tion on certain points connected with the working of the apprenticeship system in theit
several districts. In compliance. with his Excellency’s desire, I have now to submit the
result of my inquiries on the particular topics to which the circular refers.

In answer to the first and second queries, “ Has the late crop been greater or less than
that of last year, and in what proportion?” “ And to what cause is the: difference attri-
buted ?”—I have to state that on nearly all the estates in the district under my superinten-
dence the late crop was less than that of last year, but in what proportion I'am unableto
say. The deficiency is generally attributed to the drought which prevailed, a cause which
for the last three or four years has operated more or less to the disadvantage of the planter
in the Sandy Point division of the island.

I have no reason to believe that the abridgment of the hours of labour effected by the
Abolition Act is supposed to have had any influence in producing the deficiency; indeed
the circumstance of there being one or two estates (not so much exposed, from the marshy
nature of the soil, to the operation of the evil generally assigned for the diminutiun) on
which the late crop was greater than that oflast year, affords proof of the correctness of the
conclusion that it is attributable to the drought alone. .

Query 3. “ Are the apprenticed labourers considered as having donea fair proportion of
work through the year, from August 1834 to August 1835 2”

It is generally considered that as much work has been done by the apprenticed labourers
since
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since August 1834 as at any period anterior to that date; this is to be understood relatively

to the hours of labour. On one estate in my district there is as much work actually per-

formed now as then. . °

- Tn a population of nearly 4,000, it cannot be supposed that there are not many idle and

discontented persons ; but a vast majority are well conducted and laborious, and no discon-

tent appears to exist amongst them. This embraces answer to the 4th query.

Query 5. “ On what terms generally did they agree with the managers for their extra
labour during crop time ?”
On most of the estates they gave their labour during crop-time in consideration of cer-

tain indulgences which they had formerly been in the habit of receiving, such as hot liquor

from the boiling-house, sugar and rum; in many cases they received an allowance of biscuit

and rice; in a few they stipulate for a small pecuniary remuneration, not exceeding, in any

instance that I have heard of, 14d. an hour.
Query 6. “ Havethemothers of the young children shown any disposition to bind them

ap rentices? In how many instances ?”

hey have shown the greatest repugnance to binding their children. I believe that there

has not been a single instance in which it was done. The existence of such a feeling, if it

arose from parenta regard, would be a subject of rejoicing; but I am sorry to say, if my

- information be correct, their conduct in other respects goes to prove that they either disre-
gard the true interests of their children, or do not understand in what they consist, or how

to promote them. On some of the estates in my district, the managers, actuated solely,

I believe, by-a desire that the children should begin early to acquire habits of industry, have

held out to the parents every inducement to allow them to be employed in light occupations,
but without avail. The nature of those occupations has been explained to me, and there is
nothing in them which could prove in any way injurious to young children, while the

encouragement held out would seem ample. The state of those children appears to me to
claim consideration, for on the measures which may be adopted with regard to them in the

course of the next five years will greatly depend the future condition of this colony.

Query 7. “ Has the general conduct of the apprentices during the 12 months from August

134, both as respects their labour in the field and their general behaviour, been such as to

have produced any decided opinion on the part of the proprietors and managers as to any

particular result that may be expected at the end of the system affecting the future opera-
tions of sugar cultivation and manufacture?”

All the attornies and managers whose opinions 1 have asked on this subject are unani-

mous as $o the impracticability of carrying on the cultivation of sugar (at least to any ex-
tent) under a free-labour system; this opinion, they state, they have not formed from any-

thing that has appeared in the conduct of the apprenticed labourers since the ist of August
1834, but from their intimate knowledge of the character of the negro and his habits, who,

they think, will not work when released from the constraint to which he is now subject.

This seems to be an universal opinion amongst planters in my district; how far they can

reconcile the fact which I have already stated, of many apprenticed labourers, already pro-
vided with all that is necessary to supply their bare wants, having voluntarily extended their

daily hours of labour from nine to 12 during crop-time, for the most trifling considerations,

with the opinion that they will not be induced to work under a free system, I cannot say;

butI think the fact which I have alluded to is of some weight in drawing to the conclusion
that the same principles are in existence here as elsewhere, that wherever industry meets
its reward it is sure to be excited.
Query 8. “ Whether the managers have already entered into calculations as to the rate of

wages they will probably be able to afford for free labour ?”
No calculations that can be depended upon have beenmade.
It is generally considered that free labour (however moderate the rate of wages) will be a

more expensive system than the present. I am unable to state on what foundation such an

opinion rests.
1 am unacquainted with the amount of that part of the estate’s expenditure which goes to

the maintenance of the apprenticed labourers at present, and I do not know to what extent

the capital and intelligence of the planter can hereafter be made available in economizing

labour. In fact there are no materials for forming a comparative estimate of the two sys-
tems; therefore it cannot be calculated how much more or how much less than what is now

expended in the maintenance of the apprenticed labourers can be affordedby the planter in
the shape of wages to such a number tpfree labourers as he may have occasion to employ.

I should not however suppose that, by means of an improved machinery, by a more general
use of the plough, by making proper inclosures, which would do away with the necessity of

employing a number of persons to tend cattle, and by the adoption of other methods, the

planter in this part of the island might so reduce the quantity of labour required for carry-

ing on the cultivation of his estate that he would be able to afford a high rate of wages for

what labour might still be necessary. .

Query 9. “ What is the opinion of the majority of attornies and managers as to the intro-
duction of European labourers, with a view to partaking in the labour of sugar cultivation,

fantonly as respects field labour, but the other operations connected with that manu-
ure ?

lel majority of attornies and managers are favourable to the introduction of European

abourers, ‘They do not coincide in opinion as to the extent to which the constitution of
uropeans would admit of their being employed in this climate. It is generally believed

that their labour could not (except in very few cases) be extended to the cultivation of the
soil; but they consider it desirable that Europeans should be introduced in the capacity of
166.—I[. domestics
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domestics and mechanics, and to take a part in all the operations connected with the
manufacture. ‘
The great advantage which they expect will result from European labourers settling in,

the colony, consists in the effects of an example of their industry on the character and feel-
ings of the negro, in whose mind, it is said, is associated with the idea of labour a sense of
degradation.

 

I have, &c.
Edward Darling, Esq., (signed) Wm. D. M‘Intosh,

Private Secretary. Stipendiary Magistrate.

Sir, Scarborough, 28 October 1835.
I wave the honour to send you annexed the several rates agreed on at a public meeting

of attornies and managers, held a few days ago in my district, as a consideration to begiven
to the apprenticed labourers for their extra labour during the approaching crop-time.

These rates may be considered as a general rule; should there be any instance of a depar-
ture from it, when all the agreements shall have been completed, I shall communicate Pow
far and in what instances such deviations from the established rates have been made.

Tam, &e.
E. L. Darling, Esq. | (signed) Wm. D. M‘Intosh.

Rates of wages to be paid to apprenticed labourers, in the Sandy Point District, for their
extra labour during the ensuing crop-time:

£. s. d.
Head driver -  - - - - - - - - 18 -
Head boilerman - - - - - - - ‘© 1 8 =
Mill boatswain - - - - - “ - - -18 +
Mill-feeders - - - - - - - - a
Magass haulers - - - - - - - - -~16 <=
Cane carriers - - - - - - - ° - -16 -
Magass carriers - = = 8 ee el ed
Firemen - = = = 25 © = © © *2 b= =
Stiller women - - - - - - - - - -12 =
Cartmen - - - - - - - - -1- =
Cart leaders = - - - - ~~ = - - -~--8 «~
Magass creoles - 5 = © 2 © = = = 8 -
Second boilerman = - - - - - - - ~i--

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 412.

Sir, Spey Side, 1 October 1835.
In your Excellency’s despatch of 25th July, you express your desire that, along witl:

my duplicate journal for September, [ should transmit answers to certain questions therein
stated.

I beg to submit the following report, framed from the written and verbal communications
of the various managers in this district:

Question 1. ‘‘ Has the late crop been greater or less than that of the last year, and in
what proportion ? ” ,
The aggregate of the late crop appears to be nearly equal to that of the previous year;

but I have no means of correctly ascertaining the exact amount.

On the following plantations the relative results of the two crops appear to be these, viz.:
Belle Garden, an increase of 20 per cent.
Richmond - - ditto - 20 —
Spey Side - - ditto - 10 —
Trois Rivicres -- ditto - 10 —
Rendal - - - ditto - §3 —
Roxburgh - - ditto - 4 --
Lure, a small increase.

On the following plantations the crops of the two years are nearly equal, viz.:

King’s Bay.
‘ Inverawe.
Betsey’s Hope.

‘On the following estates there has beena falling off, viz.:
. Pembroke, a diminution of 50 per cent.
Glanmorgan - ditto - 33 —
Merchiston - ditto - 30 —
Goldsboro’
Telescope a falling-off on each.
Hermitage

I have no information as to the crops of Unity, Argyle and Charlotte Ville.
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Q. 2. “ To what cause is the difference attributed?” _
Every instance of difference (whether of increase or diminution) has been attributed by

the planters to the influence of season, and local causes unconnected with the labour of
n. ‘

They are precisely similar to what have taken place in former years.
It is to be kept in view, however, that the canes which constitute the crop were planted

and cultivated prior to 1st August 1834, and that the season was, on most estates, favourable
in their growth.

Q.3. “ Are the apprenticed labourers considered as having done a fair proportion of

labour through the year, allowing from 1st August 1834 to 1835?”

With few exceptions, the planters are agreed that a fair proportion of work has been done.

| have ascertained also, that the usual quantity of ground is under canes for next crop.
The plantations where a less quantity of work has been done than the managers think

themselves entitled to look for, are,

Inverawe.
Richmond. .
Hermitage.
Lure.

On Inverawe, however, the late crop was equal to that of' the previous year; and as the
manager states that he left canes uncut, which he could have taken off but for the loss of
days now given to the apprentice, it is possible that, in calculating the work expected from
the gang, it may have been overlooked that the master is now only entitled to a proportion
of their labour. . ;

Richmond and Hermitage have generally been understood to possess rather indifferent
apprentices. ;

ith regard to the apprentices on the Lure, as I find that their own grounds are dlisgrace-
fully kept, it is probable they are not over diligent in working those of their master. ,
With these exceptions, which cannot be said to arise from a change of condition, the

apprenticed labourers have undeniably done a fair proportion of work.

Q. 4. “ Have they in general worked cheerfully, or has any particular discontent been
manifest ?”

It is the vpinion of all the planters, with the exception of the Lure and Richmond, that
the apprentices have worked with perfect cheerfulness, and that no discontent has been
manifest.

Q. 5. ‘ On what terms generally did they agree with the managers for their extra labour
during crop-time?” .
The managers agreed to pay a certain sum for the whole crop to persons performing

extra labour.
The general terms for the season were,

£. s. d. £. s. d
Head men - - - - 2-6
Boilermen - - - from 1 - — to 112 -
Firemen - - - from -16 —- to 112 -
Mill-feeders - - - from -16 — to 112 =
Carters - - - from -12 - to 112 =
Mule boys from -12 - to 1 - =

- - each 8 -
Mill-gang, working breakfast) _

and noon-time - -

_ These engagements were entered on in the commencement of the crop, when it was
impossible to say whether the sum fixed on should prove more or less than adequate to the
extra labour that might be found requisite.

Accordingly, on some estates, the manager now asserts he has given too much, and on
others the apprentice complains that he has been paid too little. I consider it would be
more intelligible, and therefore more satisfactory to both parties, were they to agree for the
<rop at certain rates for each extra hour actually required.

Q.6.“ Have the mothers of the young children shown any disposition to bind them
apprentices. In how many instances has this been done in your district ?”
Not one instance has occurred of a free child being indented within my district. So far

from the mothers showing any disposition to do so, it is asserted on almost every estate that
the children of five or six years old are, in most instances, sent off the plantation, lest the
manager should endeavour to get them.bound apprentices.

Q.7. “ Has the general conduct of the apprentices during the 12 months from the ist
August 1834, both as respects their labour in the field and their general behaviour, been
such as to have produced any decided opinion on the part of the proprietors or managers 2s
to any particular result that may be expected at the end of the apprenticeship system,
avecting the future operations of sugar cultivation and manufacture?”

ne general conduct of the apprentices has induced the planters in my district to form
°pintons which are much more in unison with each other than might have been expected.
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It appears to be their general opinion, .
Ist.That there isa general desire among the apprentices to remove to the neighbour-

hood of Scarborough, when they shall have become their own masters.
ad. That after 1840, if the emancipated population can makealivelihood, or, in re.

spect to many of them, if they can even procure a bare subsistence by any other means,
they will not cultivate canes for any reasonable wages.

gd. That supposing they are compelled by necessity, or any other cause, to work for a
livelihood, the greater part will readily hire their labour to the planters.

4th. That the cultivation of canes will nevertheless greatly diminish. Plantations
near Scarborough, fertile and easily worked estates, and such as will admit of being worked
wholly or partially by the plough, may be expected to fall off but little, if at all, in their
roduction.
On the other hand, poor soils, (especially if at a distance from town,) and those which are

laborious to work, will probably suffer materially, either from the impossibility of their
being profitably cultivated, or from the people preferring to labour on easier worked
estates.
As to this, however, it has been suggested, that when labour comes to be hired and paid

for, it is probable that economical arrangements, and a more general as well as more skilful
use of the plough, will enable the planter to do with fewer hands than at présent he con-
siders necessary. Moreover that the proprietors of fertile estates will, in most insta.ces,
have sufficient labour from their own emancipated dependents; and as they will naturally
give these a preference, the labourers born on estates less favoured by nature must be con-
tent to gain their livelihood at home.

It ought also to be kept in mind that most negroes have a powerful attachment to the
place of their birth, especially if it contain the graves of their parents or other relations;
and although they might relinquish their homes for a life of idleness elsewhere, yet, if
work they must, they would rather work on their own than on any other estate. Accord-
ingly, several respectable planters are of opinion, that by judicious regulations anticipatin
the close of the apprenticeship system, although the amount of each labourer’s workwil
probably in general fall off, yet, on the whole, the diminution of sugar cultivation may be
of small amount.

5. It appears to be the unanimous opinion of the planters, that to induce the freed
population to become useful working members of society, and so to effect the results con-
templated in the preceding paragraph, the Government must give its assistance, by declining
(except in very peculiar cases) to make any gratuitous grants of Crown lands, and by rigidly
preventing unqualified persons from locating themselves in the woods.

That, in the next place, a law must be enacted which shall compel every able-bodied per-
son, not only to earn his own livelihood, but to have a visible means of subsistence. Itis
generally admitted that this measure must be accompanied by a poor-law, throwing on the
proprietors of the several parishes the burthen of supporting their paupers.

These measures, however, will do no more than prolong sugar cultivation for a few years,
unless immediate steps be taken to train the free children to moral and industrious habits.
These children, it is asserted by all, are growing in uncontrolled habits of ignorance and
idleness, and will soon acquire such an aversion to labour, and such a disregard for any
enjoyment beyond that of indolent existence, that no power will be able to make them useful
or even harmless members of society.

Before finally quitting this question, I beg leave to quote what appears to me a judicious
suggestion of Mr. M‘Donald, the manager at Belle Garden: “I consider it would be advisable
among the planters to engage their labourers during the last year of their apprenticeship
in exactly the same terms as they could afford to give for the ensuing year; and by paying
them their yearly wages a few weeks or days before the period of their freedom, it would, in
my humble opinion, go a far length to secure their services for the future, and on the same
terms.”

Q. 8. “If the managers have already entered into calculations as to the rate of wages,
they will probably be able to afford for free labour, be pleased to state the average rate in
your district for the different classes of mechanics and labourers.”
The calculation generally made in my district is, that at the present average price of sugar,

say 56s. per ewt., and with the present amount of local taxes, &c., the planter couldafford
to give to each able field labourer 1 s. per working day, without allowances, or 8 d. per day
with a cottage and grounds, and perhaps a small allowance of salt fish; children and old
persons in proportion.
The wages of headsmen might be stated at double that of ordinary labourers, or even

more, according to their usefulness. Superior tradesmen, it is thought, will generally be
hired by the job. Those hired by the year, such as coopers, smiths, &c., will probably be
paid at the rate of 1s. 6d. to 2s. per working day, with house, ground, Kc.

Q. 9. “ What is the opinion of the majority of proprietors and managers in your district
as to the introduction of European labourers, with a view to their partaking in the labout
of sugar cultivation, not only as respects field labour, but the other operations connected
that manufacture? Is it desirable or otherwise ?” a
The proprietors and managers in my district are almost unanimously of opinion that

Europeans could not, in this climate, undergo the fatigue of field labour, except, perhaps,
where employed as ploughmen or carters. In the cultivation of the sugar-canes, therefore,

the planters do not look for any direct assistance from. European immigration. sect
owevel,
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however, might be safely and usefully employed in the manufacture of sugar, and in all
other in-door occupations.
The planters consider the introduction of European labourers as highly desirable, pro-

yided they be employed in such occupations as shall not, by destroying their constitution,
render them or their families a burden on the community. Independent of other consider-
ations, such immigrants would improve the usefulness of the black population, by the gra-
dual influence of European example, and by the introduction of more perfect modes of
labour.
But the planters much fear that emigrants from Europe will seldom repair to the West

Indies, so long as they can obtain at least as good wages, and as valuable possessions, in
other countries more congenial to their constitutions,

I have now stated the general sentiments of the planters of this district in regard to the
subject of your Excellency’s inquiry.
The written communications which J have received from the planters themselves I shall

feel much pleasure in laying before your Excellency, if wished for.
I have, &c.

His Excellency Major-gen. Darling, (signed) W, A. Childs, S. M.
Lieutenant-governor.

 

—No. 413.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 January 1836.
I AVE received your despatch, dated the 25th November, marked Tobago.
You will convey to Lieutenant-governor Darling my thanks for the trouble he

has taken in the investigation and pursuit of an object of no light importance to
the welfare of the entire population of apprenticed labourers in the island under
his government; and you will assure him that I shall receive with much interest
the report which he may have to make of the success of his endeavours to protect
the children of that colony against the dangers to which he considers them exposed.
It would be premature to express any opinion upon the plan which he has
suggested to the local Legislature, until I shall have learnt the result of their
deliberations.

T have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 414. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 7 Dec. 1835.
Herewiru I have the honour to transmit a letter addressed to your Lordship

by the Lieutenant-governor of Tobago, enclosing Tables (A.) and (B.) for the
month of October last.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 414.

My Lord, Tobago, Government House, 11 Nov. 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month

of October, showing the number of punishments inflicted on the apprenticed labourers in
this island during that period.
_As these returns, when compared with those of the preceding month, show a remarkable

diminution of punishments, the aggregate for October not being quite one-fourth of that
for September, 1t may be satisfactory that [ should account for the difference.
This is simply occasioned by an instruction which I issued to the magistrates, not to enter-

tain complaints against whole gangs, in general terms, in which the innocent must often
suffer with the guilty ; besides that, complaints of this kind are frequently for very trifling
regularities, and were becoming very common.
The managers may express some dissatisfaction; but finding that they will be required,

nevertheless, to comply with the regulation, they will have to be more particular in their
accusations and complaints.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry C. Darling,

Lord Glenelg, &c. &e. &c. Lieutenant-Governor.
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—No. 415, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg,

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 19 Jan. 1836.
I wave the honour to transmit, enclosed, copy of a letter from the Lieutenant-

governor of Tobago, forwarding Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of November
last.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Sinith,

 

Enclosure in No. 415.

Sir, . Government House, Tobago, 26 December 1835,
I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency, for transmission to His Majesty’s

Government, Tables (A.) and (B.), showing the number of punishments inflicted on appren-
ticed labourers in this island for the month of November.

I regret thattheaggregate should appear so large ; but, as I have before.had the honour
to state, the magistrates being required to give in their returns upon oath, the smallest
complaint is committed to paper, and the managers and overseers sometimes show such a
want of discretion and forbearance, that the reports are actually swelled with trifles.

I do not believe that an offence of a serious nature has been committed during the month,
the general complaint being of a want of sufficient exertion on the part of the apprentices to
satisfy the managers.

Three-fourths of the punishments in these returns have been occasioned by complaints
from three estates, in which the magistrates generally sentenced the offenders to extra
labour. ;

T have, &c.
His Excellency (signed) Henry C. Darling,

Major-General Sir Lionel Sinith, - ° Lteutenant-Governor.
&e... Ke. Ke. .

 

—No. 416. —

Copyof a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 21 Jan. 1836.
I Ave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,

the transcripts of two Acts of the Legislature of Tobago, one (No. 295) for amend-
ing the Slavery Abolition Act, and the other (No. 296) for establishing a rural
police, and building places of confinement and punishment.

I beg at the same time to transmit copies of the Lieutenant-governor’s reports
on these Acts, pointing out certain objections, and of my reply, directing him to
assent to them.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 416.

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling, addressed to his Excel-
lency Major-General Sir Lionel Smith; dated Government House, Tobago, 9 Nov.
1835.

I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency for consideration the transcript of

a Bill passed by the Council and Assembly of this island, with a view to meet the objections

made by Lord Aberdeen in his despatch of the ist of April last to the Abolition Bill, which
has already received the Royal Assent. .
The House of Assembly made no difficulty whatever in coming into the views of his

Lordship, and have accordingly omitted the objectionable clauses in the original Act, and
have made such alterations as appeared necessary, where any defect in the former existed.

It is material to observe, that no. provision is made in either this or the Abolition Act
for the establishment of a police in aid ofthe stipendiary magistrates, who are greatly embar-

rassed in the performance of their duty from the want of assistance, having no persons

whatever at their disposal.
By the 55th clause of the Abolition Act it was provided that 12 constables should be

employed for the service, but without any specification as to salary, or the footing on which

they were to be placed ; consequently no appointments have been made.
This defect I pointed out to the Assembly in my speech to the Legislature on the

of September. .
A Bill
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A Bill has since been brought in for the erection of prisons in proper situations, and for
the employment of six constables to be attached to the special magistrates, which, though a
smell force, will, I think, be sufficient for all necessary purposes.

It is, however, to be observed, that no money Bill has yet been prepared to provide for
the payment of the constables; while the amount derived from the tonnage duty is set apart
for the erection of the buildings.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 416.

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling, addressed to his Excel-
lency Major-General Sir Lionel Smith; dated Government House, Tobago, 12 Nov.
1835.

Wirn this letter I have the honour to transmit, for your Excellency’s consideration, a
Bill passed by the Council and Assembly for building places of confinement and punishment,
and toestablish a police force in the island. '

This Bill is intended as an addition to the Abolition Act, the police being for the pur-
ose of assisting the special magistrates in the execution of their duty.
The only observations I have to offer to your Excellency are the following:
With reference to the 5th clause, it appears to me that it would be prudent to make the

acceptance of the terms for the erection of the buildings, and the plan on which they are to
be constructed, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-governor.
By the 14th and 16th clauses, it is provided that the money arising from the tonnage

duty shall be appropriated to the construction of the prisons and other buildings; but no
prevision is made for the payment or maintenance of the police; and I very much doubt
whether any money Bill will be brought in by the Assembly for this purpose.
Not to press further upon your Excellency’s time, I shall conclude this despatch; ven-

turing to express my hope (though being unwilling to injure the proprietors) that the island
will not be declared entitled to its compensation until that part of the abolition system which
requires the establishment of a police in aid of the special magistracy be settled on a per-
manent footing for the full period of its probable duration.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 416.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 14 December 1835.
Having had under consideration the Acts transmitted with your Excellency’s letters of the

gth and 12th ultimo, the one for amending the Abolition Act of Tobago, and the other for
providing for the building of places of punishment and confinement, and for establishing a
police, &c., I have to authorize your Excellency to assent to the same.

In coming to this decision, J have not been unmindful of the remarks contained in your
Excellency’s letters upon the propriety ofmaking the terms of the contracts and the plans of
the buildings subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-governor, and upon the absence of
any permanent provision for the payment of the constables to be attached as a police force
to the special magistrates.
On the first of these points, however, it has already been decided by the Secretary of State,

that “ whatever relates to the cost of the police settlements, the charge of purchasing arms,
clothing and rations for the police, and the erection and repair of station-houses, gaols and
other buildings of the same kind,” may very properly be placed under the control of a com-
mittee, Consisting of members of Council and Assembly; and 1 do not, therefore, think it
advisable to reject the Bill merely because the plans of the buildings are not made subject to
the approval of the executive, being willing to hope that every useful purpose may be attained
by your Excellency’s influence with the gentlemen who may be placed on the commission,
and by their own sense of the propriety of giving due consideration to your Excellency’s
Opinion upon a point so intimately connected with the efficient working of the Abolition Act.

As respects a provision for the pay of the constables, I apprehend that it should form a
part of the annual Sup ly Bill; and the Legislature, by enacting that such a force shall be
created, ure as much pledged to its maintenance, and to the pay of the individuals composing
it, as they are to the remuneration and support of other public officers and establishments.

Lieutenant-Governor Darling, &e. Ke. &e. I have, &c. .
Tobago. (signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 417.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 23 April 1836.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 21st

vdnuary last, transmitting two Acts which have been passed by the Legislature of
Tobago, for givingeffect to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition ofSlavery,
accompanied by copies of the correspondence which passed between yourself and
the Lieutenant-governor upon certain provisions contained in them.
166,—1, I have
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I have much satisfaction in transmitting an order passed by His Maiesty in
Council on the 13th instant, leaving these Acts to their operation; and likewise
an order, declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath been made b
the Legislature of Tobago, for giving effect by law in that island to the Act of
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery; and { feel confident that the House of
Assembly will not delay to provide the necessary funds for the proper remuneration
of the constables who are to be appointed under the provisions of the Police Act,

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg,

 

— No. 418. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3B., to Lord
Glenelg, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 11 April 1836.

I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the
copy of a despatch from the Lieutenant-governor of Tobago, reporting that the
Legislature had commenced their session, and enclosing copies of the messages
which he sent to the Council and Assembly, and of the replies of those bodies.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 418.

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Sir Lionel Smith; dated
Government House, Tobago, 12 March 1836.

I wave the honour to acquaint your Excellency thet the Legislature of this island met,
agreeably to prorogation, on Tuesday, the 8th instant, the day appointed by law for that
purpose.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 418.

Extract from the ADDRESS of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to the
Legislative Council at the opening of the Session of the Legislature, 8 March 1836.

The Honourable the President and Members of the Legislative Council.

Tux Lieutenant-governor has the honour to lay before the Board of Legislative Council
the copies of several important communications received from His Majesty’s Secretary of
State, which he recommends to their immediate attention. .
The Lieutenant-governor has the satisfaction of acquainting the Board that some pro-

gress has already been made towards the promotion of schools for the education of the
negro population by the exertions of the rector, who has obtained from the lord bishop of
the diocese a sum of money to be applied to this purpose. Gratuitous offers of land have

been made for the erection of the buildings that are necessary, and promises of contribu-
tions in labour and the carriage of materials. These favourable beginnings have induced

the Lieutenant-governor to recommend to the House of General Assembly ale islative grant
in aid of this important object. In the copy of the circular despatch of the 18th of
November, the Council will perceive that the attention of His Majesty’s Government has
lately been given in a special manner to the subject of prison discipline. Voluminous reports

which accompanied this despatch, affording much interesting and useful information, have

been placed in the hands of the commissioners whom the Lieutenant-governor has appointed
under the Act for building prisons in this island. He recommends the subject in a very
especial manner to the attention of the legislature, as he considers this a most proper period
(when additional prisons are about to be erected) for revising the gaol laws of the island,

which, although embracing many excellent regulations, will admit of amendments, particu-
larly with a view to enforcing more effectually the system of solitary confinement, forwhich

indeed the gaol in Scarborough is not at all adapted.
(signed) Henry C. Darling,

Government House, 8 March 1836. Lieutenant-Governor.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 418.

Exrract from the ADDRESS of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to the House
of General Assembly at the opening of the Session of the Legislature, 8 March 1836.

The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly.

Tue Lieutenant-governor has the honour to lay before the House of General Assembly

copies of several communications received from His Majesty’s Government, thewhole*
which
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qhich he recommends to their immediate consideration, as applying, in an essential degree, TOBAGO.

to interests of great importance to the colonies under their present circumstances.

As relating to the first of these documents, 16th November 1835, with its enclosures,
and to that of the 25th November, the Lieutenant-governor has much. satisfaction in i,

acquainting the House of Assembly that through the exertions of the rector of the island, ®enjay ‘Pere

considerable contributions towards the establishment of schools have already been obtained, for the, aripre

as well by offers of land for the erection of the necessary buildings, as promises of manual Slave, Abolit Neng

labour and conveyance of materials. The lord bishup of the diocese has moreoverplaced 1836 + part on of

at the disposal of the rector a sum of money in furtherance of the undertaking, to which the PP. 6“

Lieutenant-governor does not doubt that such legislative aid will be voluntarily contributed &

as may be consistent with the financial circumstances of the colony.

In the first enclosure, dated the 21st of July, the views of His Majesty’s Government

are explained as to the essential object of providing a sufficiency of native teachers for the

schools to be established in the colonies, which it 1s proposed to obtain by the formation
of normal schools; of these, two are to be formed in the West Indies.

The circular despatch of the 18th November treats of the very important subject of prison

discipline, to which the attention of the Imperial Parliament has lately been in a special
manner directed. ; ’

This despatch was accompanied by voluminous reports of a Committee of the House of

Lords, before whom extensive and deeply-interesting information was given, with respect

to the state of the principal prisons of the United Kingdom, and their system of discipline.

These documents have been placed by the Lieutenant-governor in the hands of the com-

missioners, who, in virtue of the Act for building prisons in this island, he has appointed

by warrant for this purpose.
Although the Lieutenant-governor has reason to be satisfied with the general good state

of the gaol in Scarborough, there will, nevertheless, be found many defects in the system,

particularly as to the means of enforcing solitary confinement, of which the gaol is almost

entirely destitute. A special provision for this improvement and other objects connected

with that establishment, which have already been frequently represented as of pressing neces-
sity, the Lieutenant-governor recommends as deserving the particular attention of the

Assembly.

 

To His Excellency Major-General Darling, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief
in and over the Island of Tobago and its Dependencies.

Taz House of General Assembly have to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s
message of yesterday’s date, and in reply, beg to state that thesubjects therein referred to

shall receive their earliest consideration ; at the same time, the House have to request your

Excellency will be pleased to lay before them the Report of the Committee of the House of
Lords on the state of the prisons of the United Kingdom.

 

(signed) James Johnston, Speaker.
House of General Assembly,

10 March 1896.

— No. 419.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 419.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 13 April 1836.

I uave the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter from Lieutenant- 7,
governor Darling, forwarding Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of February

ie 2 I

last.
Re

1 have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 419.

Extract of a LETTER from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Sir Lionel Smith, dated _£nclosure in

Government House, Tobago, 12 March 1836. No. 41y.-

I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith Tables (A.) and (B.) for the

month of February.
That for District No. 3, under the superintendence of Mr. M‘Intosh, presents an ap-

pearance of such extraordinary misconduct on the part of the apprenticed labourers in
that district, that I feel the propriety of accompanying the report by an explanation.

Of the 122 punishments inflicted in the course of the month in that district, 99 occurred

on Great Courland estate, under the management of Mr. Alexander M‘Dougall.
In my despatch of the 24th of October to Lord Gienelg, when noticing the extraordinary

numer of punishments on the small estate of the Adelphi, for which Mr. M‘Dougallvas

100.—IT. _ then
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i then attorney, I had occasion to allude to the number of complaints that were brough
TOBAGO. this (Great Courland) estate, also under his charge, and I think the following steno

will in some degree justify the opinion I have entertained, that the apparent misconduct on
those two estates was to be attributed to the attorney and manager, rather than to theevil
disposition of the apprentices.

la September, the number of punishments at the Adelphi was 63, being seven more than
the number of labourers on the estate. The month of October, in consequence of the seve.
rity having occasioned remark, passed over with only one. In November we had 26. The
son of the proprietor arrived from England about this time, and removed Mr. M‘Dougail
from the attorneyship. The punishments have since been, in December, one; in January
six; February, two; complaints made to me, none. . ;
At the last Court of King’s Bench, the manager of the Adelphi was convicted ofpersonally

ill-using an apprenticed labourer, and fined. At the next court, Mr. M‘Dougalland his over-
seer are both under recognizance to answer to similar charges.

Although the number of punishments awarded appears appalling, they have been intheir
nature trifling; chiefly extra labour, in consequence of the gang at Courland appearing
determined not to exert themselves under the manager.

In District No. 4 there has also been some trouble on one estate, Les Coteaux, where
the women, 170 in number, (of whom 15 are amongst the 23 punished) have been some-
what refractory. Iam surprised, upon the whole, that the women generally are not more
troublesome, considering the constant discussions arising out of the state of the free
children.

 

— No. 420. —

No. 420. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Grenada, 3 May 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the

wie (B) copy of a letter from Lieutenant-governor Darling, forwarding Tables (A.) and
vide ve (B.) for the month of March last.

YE I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 420.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 19 April 1836.
Enclosure in I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency Tables (A.) and (B.) for three of the
No. 420. four districts of this island for the month of March last. ;

I am sorry to report to your Excellency that Mr. Bradfield has been so seriously ill since
a the middle of March, that he has been totally incapable of any sort of duty, or of making

up his report to the date of his illness.
It affords me satisfaction to say that although no magistrate has been employed in Mr.

Bradfield’s district’ for upwards of a month, no complaints or reports of any irregularity
requiring the presence of a magistrate have reached me. ;

have at the same time to observe that the reports which I have now the honour to for-
ward, comprise those estates on which the greatest number of complaints have lately been
made. In that of Great Courland there will be found only three, though showing gg for
the preceding month. I cannot very satisfactorily account for this agreeable change, which
I should be glad to be justified in considering asa presage of future improvement in the con-
duct and management of the parties concerned.

It affords me, however, much satisfaction to say that everything appears to be going on
very quietly in the island, end that the planters, with very few exceptions, are reaping the
most abundant crop with which they have been favoured for many years. The promise of
the next crop also, as respects the present growth of young plants, is most encouraging.

I. ave, &c,
His Excellenc (signed) © Henry C. Darling,

Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, x.c. 8., Lieutenant-Governor.
&e. &e. Ke.

 

— No. 421.-—

No. 421. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government House, Grenada, 20 May 1836.

April 1836 I po myself the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the cop
2of a letter from Lieutenant-governor Darling, in reference to your Lordships

despatc
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despatch of the 20th Januarylast, Tobago, reporting that he sees no prospect of | TOBAGO.
any further legislative measures being adopted for thé more effectual protection of “—

the children of the apprenticed population.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 421.

Sir, ; Government House, Tobago, 30 April 1836.
Havine reference to the letter which I had the honour to address to the Governor in Enclosure in

Chief on the goth October 1835, relative to the state of the free children of apprenticed No. 421.
labourers in this island, and its enclosures of the 26th of that month to the Secretary of
State, as well as to his Lordship’sdespatch of the zoth January last in reply, I am sorry
to report that the present session of the Legislature is drawing to a close without the hope
of any additional legal provision being made for the better protection of those children
than what is contained in the Abolition Act, as already explained in my letter above
referred to. ;
The attention of the Assembly was drawn to the subject by the Solicitor-general, who

argued strenuously in support of the question, which, after much discussion, was ultimately
lost, on the plea, I believe, that almost all the managers have received instructions from
their principals to extend medical treatment to the free children (as well as to those who
are under apprenticeship) without conditions, which 1 am informed is now pretty generally
the case throughout the island.
The special magistrates have my orders to inquire from time to time as to their treatment,

and I am informed that the mothers have in many instances shown an improved feeling as
to the state of their offspring, since they find that the doctor’s advice and the gift of a little
medicine do not establish a claim to their future services, while they unhappily are too little
disposed to repay kindness of this sort by their own labour. Upon the whole, I am afraid
that not much has been done to better the condition of the children; but I am not alto-
gether without hope that the advice and exertions of the magistrates may ultimately be
attended with beneficial effects.

I have, &c.
C. H. Darling, Esq. (signed) Henry Darling,
Private Secretary. Lieutenant-Governor.

 

—No. 422.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg. No. 422.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 8 June 1836.
1 wave the honour to transmit enclosed, copy of a letter from Lieutenant-governor Ving

Darling, forwarding Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month of April last. Table (
Ihave, &c. eet)

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 422.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 13 May 1836.
I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency Tables ,(A.) and (B.) for the month of

April, but comprising only the reports of three districts, Mr. Bradfield having continued in
4 state of debility after his illness, totally incapacitating him from the performance of any
uty.
‘The district over which he presided continued for a period of six weeks and upwards

without the interference of any magistrate between the apprenticed labourer and his
employer,withonly one solitary complaint reaching me.

am informed that there are a few subjects prepared for the investigation of the magis-
trate whom I have appointed to act in Mr.Bradfie d’s place, but I have reason to believe
they are of an unimportant nature, such as not to have interrupted the general business
of the season.

Enclosure in
No. 422.

2have, Ke. CD
. (signed) eary C. Darlin

His Excellence Major-General Lieutenant-Governor.
Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.x.

166.—IL,
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— No. 423. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord,

the month of May last.

43:2

TOBAGG.

No. 423.

avie B)

vide ow.

Enclosure in
No. 423.

Sir,

to work, and ne
Considering the very great exertions that have been required on every estate to get off

clect of cattle.

Government House, Barbadoes, 29 June 1836,
I naAvE the honour to transmit enclosed, for your Lordship’s information, co

of a letter from Lieutenant-governor Darling, forwarding Tables (A.) and (B.) for

T have, &c.

Lionel Smith.(signed)

Enclosure in No. 423.

Government House, Tobago, 13 June 1836.
I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency Tables (A.) and (B.) for the month

of May last.
In district No, 2, the number of punishments inflicted during the month will be found

to exceed, by a great deal, those of any other district, which is probably owing to the
apprentices in that quarter having been for so long a time without a special magistrate

Superintending, during the serious illness of Mr. Bradfield.
he complaints in general have been of the ordinary nature—remissness in turning out

the present abundant crop, it is matter of surprise that the complaints have been so few,
while it is very gratifying to hear that the planters generally are of opinion that they get as
much work performed, and as well, as heretofore.
The island is in every respect in a perfect state of tranquillity, a mutual good feeling

between all classes appearing to prevail.
T have, &c.

Henry C. Darling,
Lieutenant-Governor,

(signed)

 

TABLE (B.)

RETURN of the Number and Effect of the Rercans or Punisumenrs, received by the Governor of Tobago from the Special Magistrates,
from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total
TheTotat |Number of Total Number of Males The Maxi

i 4 num Th
Number of Punish- | Proportion Punished. Total Average Number of Maximum .

i oe per cent. Number of i A The Maximum of
\Apprentices! inflicted of Number Stripes |. aries of Severity

. | Date. | throughout | under the | Punish- of inflicted in| 24:¢ted I| in any one sty i th
ee the Island,| authority of| ments By Otherwise Cases of any one P Case of Severity in any other

3 : Special to ; Females punishment! C@8€ © uaishment Mode of Punishment.
8 Province or Magistrates| A pprentices _, than by anished. by Punishment| by Con- of Punis

Government throughout Whipping. Whipping. P ° Whipping. whi finement.

the same. ipping.

f| 1835:
August - 9,883 342 st 52 126 164 12 39 - 8 weeks| 10 days tread-mill.

solitary con-
finement.

September) 9,871 292 8 18 185 139 11 15 - 14 days| 8 months tread-mill.
and nights.

October - | 9,855 72 4 16 34 22 9 80 8 weeks -| 8weeks tread-mill.
November: 9,860 216 2} 19 90 107 lt 25 S nights -| 15 days tread-mill.

. December 9,465 73 Z 20 31 22 14 30 - 6 days| -- Toserve12 calendar

8
stocks. months after the expire

a 1836
tion of apprenticeship.

&|| January -| 9,805 186 it 82 38 66 13 39 |1month -| Ditto - ditto,
February 9,781 221 25 30 76 115 16 30 - 1 month| 14 days tread-mill,

on estate.

March -| * 6,907 56 i 19 15 22 15 30 | - 14 nights | 4 daystread nil
‘

inthe stocks.
April -| *7,007 65 $5 10 33 22 13 20 -2 weeks| 2 weeks hard labour.

solitary con-|

7
finement.

May =) 9,501 0 1} 22 43 45 12 80 |-2 months| -- 21 days hard Ir
at night, | bour on tread-mill           

* ‘The months of Marcl: and April comprise the results of three districts only, no return having been received from the fourth magistrate, in consequence
of severe illness,
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‘TRINIDAD.

TRINEFDAD.

—No. 424, —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 424.
to the Secretary of State.

Sir, Trinidad, 26 January 1835.
Herewirn I have the honour to transmit for approval transcript of an ordi-

nance that has been passed by the Council of Government; viz.
. .

No. 8.—For the more speedy administration of justice in cases of contracts for 7,
the performance of labour, and of apprenticeships and contracts of the nature7SRN,
thereof, and to regulate the formation of apprenticeship, and to prevent and punish $8.
the harbouring of runaway apprentices.

I have caused this ordinance to be promulgated, it being urgently required.
This law is passed for the regulation of voluntary contracts for labour within the

colony, as also the apprenticing of European emigrants who had been engaged, and
were expected from Fayal and Madeira under indentures, and are since arrived.

I trust the reasons herein assigned for the immediate promulgation of this ordi-
nance will be deemed sufficient.

T have, &c.
(signed)  G. F. Hill.

 

— No. 425. —

Exrracr of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., dated No. 425.
Downing-street, 12 October 1835.

His Majesty is graciously pleased to confirm and allow the ordinance “ For the
more speedy administration of justice in cases of contracts for the performance of
labour, and of apprenticeships and contracts of the nature thereof, and to regulate
the formation of apprenticeships, and to prevent and punish the harbouring of run-
away apprentices.”’

 

— No. 426. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., to No. 426.
the Earl of Aberdeen.

MyLord, Trinidad, 27 April 1835.
_Iy obedience to a resolution of the Commons of the United Kingdom, commu-

nicated to me in your Lordship’s circular despatch, dated the 16th ultimo, I have
the honour to forward the enclosed return.

In making this return I beg permission to observe that all, except the two last
named therein, were gazetted on the 29th July, on which day only one special
Magistrate had arrived irom England, Mr. Mackenzie; a second (Captain Hay)
arrived on the ist of August. He died shortly afterwards; and from that time
until the ast of November, when Captain Murray, r.N., Lieutenant Strugnell,
R.N., and Mr. Fernandez had arrived, and were gazetted, the laws regulating the
respective duties of employer and apprentice were adjudged and executed through-
out all the rural districts by the locally appointed special magistrates. Mr. Mac-
:cnaie, the sole stipendiary magistrate, acting as chief superintending justice over

€Port of Spain district, and resident therein.
With reference to the class of society from which these magistrates were selected,
ee of sufficient respectability were to be found unconnected with colonial pro-
166.—II, perty.
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TRINIDAD. perty. No case has been reported of any of them having presumed to act ina case
—_— oftheir own, and their duties appear to have been well performed.

Exclusive of the local magistrates (commandants and adjoint commandants) who
were appointed special, there were others also named who have acted.

It is my intention, however, forthwith to reduce the number very considerably
and in those I retain to include the most intelligent. ,
The peculiar localities of this island render the execution of the apprentice law

impracticable by the stipendiary magistrates alone. The colony is divided into
nine districts, and I am of opinion that from two to three special unpaid magis.
trates for each district will still be required, exclusive of the six stipendiaries, which
will leave the establishment of unpaid special magistrates at most 27.

‘T have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No. 426.

Enclosure in TrinipaD :—RETURN of Locat Macistrates of said Island who have been appointed

 

 

     
 

No. 426. SpecraL MacistTrares.

Name of Local Magistrate Timeof By whom Whether Planter, Attorney

appointed Special Magistrate. Appointment. Appointed. | connected with ColonialProperty.

Henry Murray - +=  -{29July 1834:) ' ( Proprietor.
John Boissiere - 5 _— - ditto.
Louis Lapeyrouse - - 8 - — ' - ditto,
J. A. Guiseppi - = — - ditto.
J.B.Condon - - - - — \ - ditto.
‘D.Hart- - - - - — - ditto.
B. Prieto - 2 2 - — - ditto.
M.Sorzano - - -— -« _ ' Corregidor of Indian Mission.
W.Gillman - - - - —_ Proprietor.
J.G. Worthington - -~— - —_ Planter.
L.Lee - - - - «| -- 5 - ditto.
R.Guignet - - -~ - — é Proprietor.
J.ligoure - - = «~ — > - ditto.
J.Peschier - - -  - — 6 - ditto.
H. Johnston - - - = - — = Planter.

Bem: 2 2 | = |] e || Pepe
J. Miller - 2 - - _— 3 Planter.
J. Taylor - = - - _ 3 Proprietor.
F. J. Danglade “ 2 — ” - ditto.
D. Fabien - - - - _ - ditto.
Thomas White - 5 ef _ \ - ditto,
H. Farley + - - - _ - ditto.
H.P. Huggins - = - — Proprietor.

»Besson - - — - - —_— ‘ - ditto.
A. Vassal -~. - - « — - ditto.
Thomas Agge- - - «| — ’ Planter.
L. Rochard - = =) 3 Aug. 1834 Proprietor,
F.C. Bowen - - - ~-1|9 Nov. 1834 J 4 L = ditto.

Trinidad, 27 April 1835. (signed) G. F. Hill,

— No. 427.—

No. 42 Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir
407" G. F. Hill, Bart.

e . > ie

7 Sir, Downing-street, 15 June 1835.
paper ee Inyour despatch of the 24th July 1834, addressed to Mr. Lefevre, you reported
the AboliN’ | 95, as follows:

1833Slaverd. ontinued) “* In each of the eight country districts I have selected the most respectable
art 2 inhabitants; residing in a central situation, to be the acting superintendent specialP

Pe 10Bsae justices
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justices until the arrival of the functionaries from England. Under these eight TRINIDAD. -
gentlemen I have appointed 92 special justices. —
«One other acting superintendent special justice, and a due proportion of

special justices, have been appointed to the Port of Spain district.”
In the return which you have annexed to your despatch of the 27th April, you

state the number of unpaid special justices as 29.
I have to request that you will explain the cause of the difference between these

two statements.
T have, &c.

' (signed) =Glenelg.
 

— No. 428. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 428.
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 18 July 1835.
In obedience to your Lordship’s despatch, dated 15th ult., which requests. me

to state the cause of the difference between two statements which I made, the first 7;
on the 24th July 1834, wherein I reported that I had appointed g2 special jus- tive to Pere rey
tices, and the second on the 27th of April 1835, in which was contained a return ‘on orge A 7
of local magistrates who had been appointed special magistrates, amounting to 29. (23335;
My despatch of 24th July 1834 stated the number of special justices I had then ““StinuegyTt2

appointed, with my reasons, in detail, for having appointed so many. SSa296,
he return forwarded in my despatch dated 27th of April, was made in strict

conformity with the Order of the House of Commons, which required a return of
local magistrates who had been appointed special magistrates.

I confined that return strictly to the terms of the order, which I have hitherto
found to be the most cerrect and convenient mode of compliance. But to prevent
misapprehension, I introduced a paragraph into that despatch in the following
words: “ Exclusive of the local magistrates, viz. commandants and adjoint com-
mandants, who were appointed special, there were others also named who have
acted,” alluding to those 1 had named-in July 1834.

In conclusion of my despatch of 27th April last, I state my intention of reducing
the number of unpaid special magistrates to 27.

I trust this explanation may be satisfactory.

bos:
lavyery

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

—No. 429. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Fill, Bart., No. 429.
to Lord Glenelg.

Sir Trinidad, 4 June 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith copies of a proclamation, which I issued

on the goth ult., to cancel the commissions of the special justices whom I had
appointed on the 1st of August last, the number being fortunately greater than is
necessary.
This step will enable me to select the number I reported by my despatch of the

. 27th April as essential to the administration of justice between the employers and
the apprentices.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No, 429.

By His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart., &c. &c.
(t.s.) G.F. HILL,

A ProcLaMaTION.
8araEREAs the special justices who have hitherto assisted the stipendiary magistrates in Enclosure inMinistering the laws which appoint and regulate the respective duties to be observed No. 429.

166.—I], . between
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between employer and apprentice, have entitled themselves generally to my sincere acknow-
ledgments and thanks for an efficiency and impartiality of conduct which have given satis.
faction to the employer and inspired the apprentice with respect and confidence.
The number of special justices heretofore appointed may now, therefore, be diminished

without detriment to the public service.
I do consequently hereby declare and proclaim, that all commissions heretofore issued

appointing superintending or other special justices, are (save and except those to thestipen-
diary magistrates) hereby revoked and cancelled from and after Wednesday the 17th day
of June next, when a fresh commission shall be issued, appointing the gentlemen who are to
be assistant special justices.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Island, at Government House, in the town of
Port of Spain, this goth day of May, in the year of our Lord 1835.

By his Excellency’s Command,
Lewis Pantin,

Act. Col. Sec.

 

—No. 430.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 27 June 1835.
By my despatch dated the 27th of April last, I had proposed to reduce the

number of unpaid special justices to 27.
After a careful scrutiny of the numbers required in the respective districts, I

found they amounted to 32.
I have appointed and gazetted them, as appears by the list of their names and

districts in the enclosed gazette paper.
The former appointments were cancelled, as appears by the enclosed pro-

clamation.
I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.
 

Enclosure in No. 430.

Government House, 18 June 1835.
His Excellency, the Lieutenant-governor has this day been pleased to appoint the follow-

ing gentlemen to be special justices in the districts set opposite to their names; viz.

John Boissierre, Samuel Samuel and Thomas B. Barracott, esqrs., Port of Spain Dis-
trict.

F. C. Bowen and P. Condon, esqrs., Western District.
James Portel, L. Lapeyrouse and J. A. Guiseppi, esqrs., St. Joseph’s District.
L. Lee, J. T. Worthington and Martin Sorzano, esqrs., Tacarigua District.
C. Libert, P. Vessing, Thomas Stone, W. H. Outten, Thomas Agge and Leo Dessources,

esqrs., Southern District.
HN. Huggins, W. Metiver, esqrs., and Lieutenant-colonel Warner, South Naparima

istrict.
James Taylor, Desir Fabien, Thomas White, F. J. Danglade and G. Vonweiller, esqrs.,

North Naparima District. .
Honourable J. Peschier, R. Coppinger, A. Jack, J. Bell, H. Johnson, and John Smith,

esqrs., Carapichaima District.
George Massy, esq,, Eastern District.

By command, .
(signed) Lewis Pantin,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

 

— No. 431, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir
G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 August 1835.
I wave received your despatch dated 27th June last, enclosing the gazette

which contains the list of the names and districts of certain newly appointed special
justices, and the proclamation by which the former appointments were cancelled.

. n
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On this subject I have only to refer you, for your information and guidance, to
my circular despatch dated 15th June last, the instructions contained in which

render it unnecessary for me to make any further remark.
I am, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 432. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 11 September 1835.
Mr. Sprinc Rice addressed a despatch to me on the 3oth September last,

inviting my attention to different points suggested by him for inquiry, in conse-
quence of the great change effected in the condition of the negro population, and
requesting my opinions thereupon.

I felt the importance of the subject, and was most ready to apply myself dili-
gently to comply with the object of Mr. Rice’s despatch, which, however, included
so extensive a field for investigation, that I soon became persuaded no satisfactory
communication could be made in reply until after the lapse of at least many months,
with all the information which could be acquired in that time by the experience of
others, and from constant observation and extensive inquiry by myself.
Twelve months have passed since the all-important measure of British abolition

of slavery has been accomplished, yet even now it is almost presumption to attempt
a report in fulfilment of the investigation into the topics proposed by Mr. Rice’s
despatch.

I find no parallel case in history, nothing analogous to guide the mind, unless so
far as the example of St. Domingo may be supposed to bear upon it, which, how-
ever, relying on better results, 1 do not permit myself to draw into comparison.

In seeking information from practical men, who might be supposed to afford the
best, I find the greater part of the community consists of persons prejudiced from
their disappointments and diminished means of gain, and amongst the remainder,
some who speculate on and expect an improved state of things; therefore, any
conclusions I draw from the opinions, reasonings or even evidence of these men
may fall far short of or much exceed future results.

‘The prediction of to-day may be falsified by the occurrences of this day six
months, and those again may be very much changed at the end of a year.

Thus, I shall offer my suggestions on the subjects submitted to me by Mr. Rice
according to my own experience, aided by careful inquiry, and along with them
transmit to you answers I have received to five queries I put to eight intelligent
gentlemen.

I now proceed to observe, that the effects and probable results of emancipation
upon the apprentices, particularly with reference to what may be their disposition
to continue after 1840 labour in the production of the staple commodities of the
colony, develope themselves hitherto slowly and imperfectly.

It is observable, however, that they still suffer delusion as to the term of their
service, and require to be disabused of the expectation that their King intends
to shorten it.

Pains have been taken to induce them to believe that when the compensation

shall be paid, the King thereby will have purchased for them the remainder of
their service; it is my duty on this point to undeceive them. —
What may be their state at the end of that period, whether improved, and to

what extent, must depend upon the mode of treating them and dealing with them
in the next five years, At present we have only the experience of one crop.

Little or no pains had been taken hitherto during the existence of slavery to im-
prove their condition morally or religiously, or to give them any instruction what-
ever beyond the cultivation of the cane and the manufacture of sugar; but I observe
with much pleasure, that on some estates they are hiring their extra time by doing
task-work, and in proportion as eagerness for gain by such employment increases,
T indulge the expectation that they will improve as members of the community.
But to this end I must make occasional and careful inquiry that faith iskept with
them and punctual payment made, which ought to be in money (for this object an
106.—IL increased
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increased and convenient circulating medium is required) and not by truck, whichTam quite sure would eventually destroy confidence between employer and Ja.
bourer; provided also that the means are facilitated to them of giving some edu.cation to their children.
On afew estates the apprentices have already expressed anxiety to have theirchildren and young people receive school instruction, and have in two districtssubscribed towards building a place of worship.
If, by improved habits and increased wants, the negro shall be induced at the

end of the apprenticeship to cultivate the cane for wages, Trinidad as a sugar co-lony may still thrive, contrary to the forebodings of the gentlemen interrogated;but being apprehensive none except the negroes can sustain the severity of canelabour, I have therefore considered the continued production of sugar after 1840 todepend on them. .
We have, it is true, a few Spanish peons occasionally employed, but they cannotbe calculated on as likely to add largely to the labouring population, nor will thenow undertake the weeding part of sugar cultivation. The peon will handle the

cutlass and the hatchet, but will not touch the hoe with which the canes areweeded, a work the peon cannot endure on account of the prickles on the leaves,which fret the skin; yet he will execute the dangerous and more laborious task offelling trees in the forest. He will seldom work for daily wages. His servicescannot be depended on for any length of time; he will seldom engage for a fixedperiod. He is fond of rum, and his usual practice is to quit yon after earning alittle money, with which he withdraws from your work to enjoy and spend it inidleness, when he again returns. He hires his labour generally by contract ; hisprices vary of course according to the apparent severity of the work to be done.
I instance the case of the Spanish peon and the hitherto unsuccessful attempt tosupply cane culture by the labour of European emigrants, to justify my opinionthat for that culture the chief dependence must rest upon the negroes,
If that opinion is correct, then the effect which free labour will have upon thepursuits of profitable industry, or, in other words, upon the staple productions of

the colony, must, as I have before hinted, depend upon such a system of treatmentof the apprentice as shall induce him to remain with his employer after 1840.His employer at present is obliged to hire labour to supply the diminished hoursof work of his apprentice: the more he procures that supply from his apprenticefor wages, the better the prospect of improving the condition of the negro. At thesame time, let him induce attachment to his cottage by increasing his comfortstherein, but without giving him as much land as would enable him to livewithoutearning wages. No doubt free labour ministers to the idle propensities of thenegro; due efforts must be made to alter those propensities within the next fiveyears.
Three remarkable instances exist in this island to prove the effects of tropicalclimate and productive soil towards inducing indolence.
The American refugees located at Savannah Grande, with a grant of five quar-rees of land.
The settlers from the 3d West India regiment, stationed at Mauzanilla, Caureand Tourure on allotments of land, and the four Indian missions at Arima, Savan-nah Grande, Toco and Ciparia also provided with land. Very few, if any, of thesegive their labour for hire.
They prefer and are contented with the rice and yams they grow; they sell whatthey do not themselves consume, and drink the price they get; this is the generalhabit of these people.
They have been inconceivably neglected, but I look forward to approbation for

projected improvement I hope to make in their condition.
1 could not omit this notice of these people, marking so strongly what the con-

dition of the apprentice might become after 1840, unless judicious treatment and
management of him shall be previously adopted to stimulate his industry; and Ifeel confident industry would not be promoted by encouraging petty settlers on the
unoccupied lands.

Your Lordship will, I trust, excuse me for introducing in this place the observa-
tion, that the policy of His Majesty’s Government in transferring captured Africansto this island, in order to prove good, must, in my humble opinion, depend uponthe provisions of an ordinance I had passed for indenting them, subject of course
to such alterations or additions as His Majesty may be advised to make therein.

But
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But to me the necessity is obvious of providing by ordinance, or Order in Council
for the regulation of captured Africans on arrival. ,
Myobservations have been hitherto chiefly confined to the consideration of

whether sugar was likely to continue to be the staple product of Trinidad, and, in
my view, every effort ought to be made towards effecting that result, as best calcu-
lated to secure the future prosperity of this colony, for if sugar fails, capital will be
withdrawn, no other cultivation yielding a return to encourage the employment of
largecapital, or to justify the rate of wages demanded and paid ; and in the event

of capital being withdrawn, I should dread the dispersion of the negroes into small

settlements like those of St. Domingo, without the code rural of that island, which

has established a coercion irreconcilable to the British principles.
Within these two months a number of estates, four by one gentleman of great

experience, have been purchased, besides some others.
Thus, judging from these and some minor but similar occurrences, hope is excited

that capital will not be withdrawn.

I have well weighed a measure, and consulted upon it, that, if approved by

Government, would retain and enlarge capital here, relieve the planter, and secure

the continued culture of sugar.
Authorize the Lords of the Treasury to pay off the debt for which each estate is

mortgaged, upona transfer to them of the mortgage asa debt to His Majesty at
six per cent. per annum interest, to be collected by the custom department here,

with summary power of recovery. This mode would avoid the expense of appoint-

ing a person or persons specially for the purpose.
The planter by this scheme would obtain a relief of at least 20 per cent. per

annum upon his concerns.
I have called for a return of the estates by name which stand mortgaged, the

amount for which each is liable, and the names of mortgagor and mortgagee.
I cannot have this return in detail as required in time for this despatch, but the

number of mortgages does not exceed 100, nor does the amount exceed 800,000/.
I annex a Table, stating the prices of labour generally throughout the colony,

and particularlyinChaguanas, an important district.
I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

STATEMENT of the Prices of AcRicuLTURAL Laxpour in the Quarter of Chaguanas.

Day Labourer:

Cutting and planting canes, and cutlassing grass (task-work) - - 4 bitts.

Hauling dirt or round ridging with the hoe, on a road (task 100 feet in

length) - = = = = = ee eee —

Hauling dirt in a cane piece on a bed of 25 feet wide (task 150 feet)- 4 —

Cutting a chord of wood (task 6 feet by 6 feet) a

Axe work in general (not tasked) - 2 - 7 7 - 5 —

Job Work:
Felling wood and cutting canes, from $ 16 to $32.
Cutlassing grass, § 12.

Note of Waces generally paid throughout the Colony:

In Town:
Servants:—From $6 to $8 per month, generally with food and clothing.
Labourers :—From 4 to 6 bitts per diem, without food.

In the country:
Labourers :—From 4 to § bitts for a day’s task ; varies according to district; not pro-

cured with facility.
Mechanics From $12 to $16 per month, with rations ; when hired by the day 6. to

8 bitts per diem, without food.
Porters on Ship-board :—Nine bitts per diem, with rations.

Spanish Peons :—These people will not work for daily wages, at all events not gene~-

rally ; their services cannot be depended upon. They will not work with the hoe to
weed the canes; they undertake contracts to throw down wood, cutlass cocoa culti-
vation, plant and cut canes. The rates depend upon the nature of the wood,
strength of grass in cocoa cultivation, and the weight of the canes. They are very

uncertain people, and are much addicted to use ardent spirits.
166.—I]]. Throwing
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Throwing wood, from - - $ 6 to $32 per quarree,
Cutlassing grass - - - - - = -~ - 1 _
Cleaning Tand and lanting canes- - - - 60 = 80 --
Planting canes in cleared land - - - - 20 — 24 _
Cutting canes - - = = = | - 24 — 40 —

 

Enclosure in No. 432.

Queries.

1. Wuar effects are likely to be produced on the pursuits of profitable industry in this
colony by free labour and the system of apprenticeship ?

2. Is free labour likely to be applied profitably to the production of any new articles of
agriculture or manufacture? =

3. Is the production of sugar likely to be affected by free labour?
4. Is capital likely to be diverted into any and what new channels, or to be withdrawn

or applied to the more extended production of articles already known in the markets?
5. Do any obstacles exist to such a change, or to such an extension; if so, what may

they be, and how may they be remedied or removed.

I have submitted these queries to eight intelligent gentlemen, whose answers are set out
in the following document given separately to each query, and numbered from 1 to 8, to
each of the five queries.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

1st Query.—What effects are likely to be produced on the pursuits of profitable industry
by free labour, and the system of apprenticeship?

Answers to 1st Query.

No. 1. The effects of a system of labouring apprenticeship, if intended for any other
purpose than the encouragement of capitalists to introduce an immigrant population in-
tended to be made free in a short period of time, or for the temporary education and civili-
zation of Africans, must be considered as unprofitable, and its adoption unadvisable.
Whether free labour will be ultimately productive of profitable industry in the colony of

Trinidad, will entirely depend upon the wisdom of the legislative measures pursued with
respect to the Crown lands, as well as the private grants and occupancies of which so large
a proportion still remains waste and uncultivated.

No. 2, There cannot be the least doubt but that the pursuits of profitable industry by
the system of free labour and apprenticeship will be considerably less in this island than
when the labouring population were in a state of slavery, for the following reasons :
As regards apprentices, they are so much addicted to idleness, during their own time,

that already in several instances they have refused to work at the staple commodities of
sugar, coffee and cocoa, during their own hours, at a rate of wages such as a planter would
be enabled to pay, and obtain a fair profitable return from his soil, and, in some cases, at
a higher rate of wages than the price of the above-named staples, or any other commodities
would warrant.

In a state of freedom this will be felt in a greater degree, because the wants of the labour-
ing population are few and easy of acquirement, as, with some exceptions, they have no
desire for luxuries; and as long as by one day’s work in the week, or two at most, they can
procure sufficient food of an unexpensive nature, and sufficient clothing to keep them from
going naked, they will not work during the remainder of their time at any price that could
be afforded by the sale ofany commodity to be grown or manufactured in the island. It is
true, they are, in general, fond of certain amusements, particularly dancing and drinking,
‘and if possible many would dance some part of every night of their lives, but as they are
quite satisfied to dance out of doors, if the weather be fine, to the sound of a drum made
and beat by themselves, without being dressed, and spirits being excessively cheap, these
pleasures to them are of easy procurement, and not expensive.

No. 3. It is impossible to form any estimate of the profits to be derived by the employ-
ment of free labour before some regular system can be adopted so as to induce the very few
“free labourers who are now to be found within this colony to perform field work with any
degree of constancy.
The cultivation of the sugar cane (the first article of consideration) is one which the free

labourers are by no means partial to; however, if free labourers could be obtained, and to @
sufficient extent, and who would apply themselves steadily to field labour, I am of opinion
that the cultivation of sugar carried on by persons who have sugar estates already esta-
blished, could be so conducted as to moderately reward the owners of such estates, and
enable them to pay reasonable wages to their labourers. .The second article of any value at present extensively cultivated is cocoa; the labour of its
cultivation being light, persons are readily met with who engage to work on a cocoa estate
on very reasonable terms, particularly as the present price of that article enables the cultiva-
tor to pay them; but its cultivation is not likely to be extended beyond the present esta-

blishments,
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plishments, it requiring six years before any cocoa (of good quality) can be reaped from its
first beingplanted ; and it cannot be expected that any individual, in the present state of
the West Indies, would embark in a new establishment, looking to so distant a period for
its returns. The price of cocoa 1s also very uncertain, and when it is known that foreign
cocoa, raised by slave labour, has a preference in His Majesty’s ships and garrisons, be-
cause it can be produced cheaper, it is not likely that the cultivation of free labour cocoa,
raised in the British islands, will be followed up with much spirit. It is but reasonable to
expect, that whilst labour can be procured, that the cultivation of sugar will be preferred,
as it yields a return in14 months; however, itis evident that in a very short time all the
vrvallt sugar estates,particularly those whose owners have not a command of money to pay
labourers, will merge into the larger estates, as the extensive establishments, during the
existence of the apprenticed labour, can manufacture reasonably large crops, by dividing
their gangs into two parties, and working each seven and a half hours each day, whic
gives 15 ours’ manufacturing labour (being more than sufficient), and where this can be
accomplished, sugar estates will, during the apprenticeship, leave a profitable return.

No. 4. This question has two parts; 1st. The effect of apprenticeship; and, 2d. The

effect of free labour on profitable industry.
Apprenticeship is temporary and finite, and the result of my observation for the last six

months is, that the subjects of it have from necessity, and from necessity only, con-

sented to submit to it. It has been among them a most unpopular and ill-understood
measure.
They perceive that they are well watched, and that the superintending magistrates have

resolutely done their duty.
In this colony, therefore, I see no other effect upon profitable industry from appren-

ticeship, than a deduction from it of the value of the time taken from the master by the
rules now in force, and given to the apprentice 3 for were that time applied to any beneficial
end by the apprentice, it would be but a transfer to him of profitable industry from the

master. I have constantly asked the latter, “ What does the apprentice do with his extra

time thus lately obtained ?” The answer is, “ Heidles it.” I therefore think, the appren-

tice only wastes this portion of time, because it is all that he dare waste, and that he is
looking forward to the time when he may waste a great deal more with impunity.

Where any fact has occurred, prognosticative in its appearance, it is useful to quote it.
About the 1st of August, the slaves upon many estates pulled or rooted up the provisions
in their grounds, and let the plants die. This was under an idea that they were free,
becausethey had not then been made to listen to apprenticeship. Now, to whatever extent

extravagant conduct may be excusable on such an occasion, this was strongly indicative of

adisposition not to have a settled home, and the general bad state of provision grounds
throughout the island at this moment rather proves that disposition to continue.

This view of apprenticeship is a bad promise for the state of free labour, but it is to be
observed, that in six years much of the generation of manumitted slaves, at least of the old
and incorrigible part of it, will have passed away, and it is to be hoped their places will be
taken by a set ofbetter beings, and it will then come more nearly to a question of supply

and demand, with a certain drawback always to be allowed for the native of the Tropics’ in-
nate disinclination to labour. This is a fact borne out by the whole of my experience; it is
common to all colours, and greater the farther the colour is removed from white.

There is an obstacle in the paucity of our population in proportion to our extent of soil;
but of this further on; meantime, I think from the causes above quoted that the effect of
apprenticeship for the next five years and a half upon profitable industry, may be stated
almost in figures, at so much per cent., and the loss to it from free labour will be at first as

eat; but, [ believe, will diminish year by year, particularly if the Government be strict in
its police, chary of its land, (upon whichI wish to see a high price set), and that it be care-
ful to put down every mode of living except that of honest industry. ;
When that state of things arrives, I think this colony will fare as well as any other of

equal population per square mile.

No. 5. As far as my experience serves, the instances of industry having been hitherto
tured to much profitable account in agricultural pursuits have been but few indeed.
The continued agitation and uncertainty which has been so pertinaciously stirred up in

the minds of all parties by Orders in Council,proclamations, orders of Government, &c.
has completely unhinged all the operations of the planter, and deterred him from following

up those plans of improvement and extended cultivation which would have resulted in

making his industry and capital profitable, instead of finding that both are now, I fear,
irrevocably lost. From the increased number of free labourers employed onplantationsdur-

ing crop, (arising from a smaller quantity of labour being performed by the apprentices),
expenses are increased and increasing. _
he labour of apprentices, I believe, is generally more indifferently performed; this is an

admission which T make with much reluctance, feeling persuaded that the agriculturists
have submitted to this careless performance of labour rather than give trouble and annoy-
ance to those persons who have so generously taken upon themselves the vexatious duties

of “ special, not stipendiary justices ;” yet it affords me (as superintending justice) the
greatest pleasure to give my most cordial approbation to the cheerfulness andalacrity with

which the gentlemen who have so kindly undertaken this harassing duty, have invariably
devoted themselves to its careful performance. Xo. 6

oO. O,166.—II.,
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No. 6. The present state of productive industry, as it has existed for several years past
cannot be said as yet to have sustained any very sensible change, either in the staplecom.
modities raised for exportation,or in articles raised for consumption, by reason of the aboli-
tion of slavery, so as to warrant me in saying that an absolute loss has been alread
incurred, although certainly it is beginning to be felt from the various circumstances here.
inafter mentioned, and can very easily be ascertained when the crop of this year shall be
taken off.

No. 7. From the known indolence of the negro, I am of opinion, the present state of the
labouring population will diminish profitable industry.

Even the high rate of wages now offered by planters cannot secure the labour of the ap-
prentice during his own time. ;

Rather than hire himself to his employer, after havingperformed his task of seven hours
and a half labour per diem, he will prefer either going to his own grounds, or idling away
his time about his hut, or in sleep or dancing.

No. 8. I am very apprehensive that the period which terminates the apprenticeship of
non-preedials, will produce great dissatisfaction amongst the labouring classes who are re-
quired to serve two years longer. That the difficulties which had to be encountered as the
first effects of emancipation, which no doubt has caused, and will continue to cause,
diminished crops, will be increased in so great a degree from the discontent resulting from
the partial emancipation (in toto), that little produce will be obtained from their industry
during those years, or after freedom, until the delusion shall subside, which, 1 fear, ig
general, that as freedom means that they are no longer obliged to work, so there will be no
longer any occasion to do so. Necessity and wise regulations may remove this false im-
ression; soonest in the old islands, where the soil is exhausted and labourers numerous,

Trinidad: from the fertility of the land, and thinness of population, is in the mostprecari-
ous situation, and, I fear, will suffer a great and continued decline in productiveness for some
years after 1838.
The greatest apprehension I have is of desertion from estates. Plantations once aban-

doned are difficult to berestored to profitable cultivation, and the demand by the labourers
for their services, where they will consent to field labour, may be so high as to cause aban-
donment.

For this, therefore, I humbly conceive some remedy should be devised and applied at the
earliest. possible period, not only to regulate the price of labour, but also to continue the
labourer in employment as heretofore.

 

Second Query.—Is free labour likely to be applied profitably to the production of any
new articles of agriculture or manufacture?

Answers to Second Query.

No. 1. Manufactures, beyond what is necessary to prepare a raw article for exportation,
can never be profitably carried on where lands are fertile and superabundant, and to encourage
them would be to sin against the first principles of political economy.

It is doubtful whether any new products of agricultural industry could be raised to any
extent in Trinidad ; possibly, under a system of free labour and low wages, indigo might be
added to the number of exports, and for internal consumption the inhabitants would no
doubt become gradually less dependent upon foreign supplies of provisions.

No. 2. I am not aware of the production of any new articles of agriculture or of manu-
facture which would pay the hire that would be expected to produce them by our present
population when free. Spices and arrow-root could be grown in this island, but not profit-
ably with free labour; even with slave labour these articles have not been cultivated.

No. 3. This island (at least several districts of it) is capable of producing tobacco, greatly
surpassing in quality any of the growth of the United States. Some tracts have produced
obacco equal in quality to the celebrated Varinas; its cultivation is easy, and its returns, if
very close attention be paid to it, are very great.

Coffee, cotton and rice, if labour was moderate, could be cultivated so as to make those
articles an object of considerable importance.

Antigua, St. Kitts, Montserrat, Nevis, and several other islands, depend entirely on the
United States for corn-meal to feed their labourers, Corn, if attended to in this island,
would produce more than would supply every British settlement in the West Indies, and
consequently enable those planters to be independent of the United States for an article so
essential to their very existence.

No. 4. The island does not produce food for its own inhabitants. The town of Port of
Spain, which contains almost a fourth of the population of the whole island, is supplied with
vegetable provisions from the Spanish Main; it is to be presumed that even were the staple
articles of colonial produce to fall off, the difference of labour would in the first instance go
to articles of necessity and daily consumption, until at least those who supply across the sea
were undersold, ;

If any new article of agriculture or manufactures should be produced in this colony, it
will not be a consequence of either apprenticeship or free labour, but of some particular
event in Europe, such as a chemical or other discovery, by which some article at Presets

ittle
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fittle used may suddenly come into great demand, or by by changes in duties or other modes

of affecting the relationship between countries.
[fit be objected to this opinion, that in Cuba many articles are grown and made sources

of profit, which are not known here, the reply is, thatin Cuba the whites are in great

numerical superiority. Let us turn our eyes to St. Domingo, where there are no whites

at all, and see what is thence exported; a little coffee remaining since the days of the extir-

ated whites, and mahogany, planted by the hand of nature.
Even when the planter could command labour and borrow capital, both of which are at

best problematical for the future, there was one great bar to the cultivation of any new

articles in the mortgages which they were nearly all under, from which unfortunately eman-

cipation is no discharge. By these mortgages they were compelled to cultivate sugar, as

iving the best interest to the mortgage. They could not heretofore, and probably will not

in future, get money on any other terms. Sufficient reasons, I fear, why we may not expect

any new productions in agriculture or manufactures, as the consequence of free labour or

apprenticeship.

No. 5. Iam of opinion that sufficient time has not yet elapsed to answer this question.
Much difficuty, | know, exists in getting free labourers to undertake the weeding and culti-

vation of the cane.
From some little experience and considerable opportunity of observation, I am almost

warranted in coming to the conclusion, that there is either a very strong prejudice or an

equally powerful indisposition to this description of labour by free persons as to be next to

insurmountable. I have no hesitation in admitting that the practical planter must expe-

rience much difficulty and great expense to enable him to turn out the same quantity of

produce as heretofore; hence the effects likely to be produced upon the pursuits of indus-
try (I omit profitable) by the existing system must be disastrous.

No. 6. An immediate reduction, both in the agricultural and manufacturing system of the

staple commodities, but more especially in the quantity of sugar, without any increased

value, for the following reasons:
ist. The East India planter not having been interfered with in the system of slave labour,

as cartied on in the East Indies, in the production and manufacture of sugar, will be enabled,
from the dense population of that country, where labour is so cheap at all times, success-
fully to compete with the West India sugar planter; and if the East India sugar is intro-
duced into England (as appears likely to be the case) upon the same duty as that of West

India sugar, the West India planter can never bear up against such an act or recover the
loss he must inevitably sustain from that cause.

od. In the diminution of the work and labour of the predial apprenticed labourers as

heretofore and now performed. By the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, the hours of labour

are limited to 404 hours per week, in and out of crop, whereas heretofore they were 72

hours per week in crop time, and 54 hours per week out of crop, independent of which the

labour that is now performed is not the steady continuance and willing labour as was formerly

the case, and as neither the apprenticed labourers during their extra time, nor the absolute

free people are inclined to labour in cane cultivation, even for money wages, the sugar crop

must, from these causes, be greatly reduced. The cocoa and coffee crops will, from the

same causes, be also reduced, without the least possibility, even remotely, of a change hap-

pening for the better; and even if the labour could be procured, the rate of wages being
igher than the present and late prices of sugar can bear, few proprietors would be able to

pay for it.
3d. The commercial system must also, if not in this, yet in another year, feel the want

of productive labour in the staple commodities in the decreased quantity of shipping, a

reduced demand for merchandize, supplies and machinery applicable to the cultivation and

manufacture of the staple commodities; in a reduced rate of freight, from the inability of the

planter to pay even what may be considereda fair rate,and, by reason of the quantity of
shipping that will come for cargoes, a further reduction of freight and in the amountof
pharters must take place from the difficulty there will be of obtaining cargoes as hereto-

ore,

‘No. 7. Free labour is not likely to be employed profitably as above, If any articles not
hitherto produced could have been cultivated with a prospect of a remunerating return,
doubtlessthe attention of the capitalists would have been directed thereto when slave labour

was available,
No. 8. In the colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad, by the culture of rice and tobacco ;

beyond this, the attempt at anything else will, I fear, be only experimental, and not produceany beneficial results.

 

Third Query.—Is the production of sugar likely to be affected by free labour?

Answers to Third Query.

No. 1. If free labourers work for wages instead of cultivating the ground for subsistence,

fr production of sugar, which is apparently the article best adapted to the soil and climate

of Trinidad, would no doubt increase in proportion to the number of immigrant labourers.

166.—II, No. 2.
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No. 2. There cannot be the slightest doubt but that this will be the case, not so much
during the period of apprenticeship as after the ist August 1840.

No. 3. Ifa great increase of free labourers isnotprocured,and aregular system adopted
to govern them in their workings, this island will rapidly decline in its returns, the cultiva.
tion of sugar will in all probability be abandoned when the apprenticeship expires; for
although the seven and a half hours’ field labour, which is now compulsory, is sufficient to
keep up the cultivation of the cane, without any material diminution, it is however evident
that when the negro is released from all control, that sugar cultivation, if it does not
entirely cease, will be so diminished as to be no longer of any value.
No. 4. I certainly fear that the production of sugar will be very much affected by the

want of compulsory labour, and this effect will fall first on the large estates, to conduct
which more hands and greater combination and punctuality are required. ‘The planter ona
small scale may keep his mill in motion with few workmen, and if he cannot get them on
every, he will have them on many days; but the estate on a large scale must Rave a large
number of labourers, and if he has not that large number, any smaller number is not oni
of no use, but is a positive loss. There are many causes why free labour is likely to affect
the cultivation of sugar. Among them are,
The severity of the labour, both in planting and manufacturing, which will make the

labourer give the preference to working at coffee or cocoa.
The want of any means to control that indisposition to work with the punctuality and

continuance which the process of sugar making requires. :
The difficulty whichI fear planters will encounter in procuring the support of monied

men, they being generally persons of no capital at first, and sugar planting being a very
expensive pursuit.

I know but of one possible reason why the growth of sugar may not be affected by the
change from compulsory to free labour, namely, that the price of the article in Europe may
enable the estate owner in the colonies to pay the labourer an extra price for planting it.

This, however, is a most improbable event, and it is not reasonable to suppose that the
European consumer would submit to such heavy taxation as that would require, for an
object in which he must feel so little interest; and could all this take place, it is known
that in all circumstances, whenever wages are highest, work is least.
No. 5. I am not aware of any article, either of manufacture or agriculture, which can have

the happy effect of stimulating the natural indolence of the inhabitants of these climes to
active industry, the more especially as so much care has been taken elsewhere (if it becomes
me not to be more particular) to encourage the most opposite feeling. It is also proper to
state, that when salt fish, clothing, &c., furnished by estates, cannot be obtained from the
apprenticed labourers by the free population at so easy arate as that untaxed race have
hitherto enjoyed these advantages, necessity may compel them to perform a little more
work, and perhaps draw their attention to the production of other articles. Let Government
establish a proper system of education, so as to train up the rising generation in habits of
industry and application, for it is idle to hope that men will labour for more than a scanty
existence in an enervating climate, where the blow of the hammer is so rapidly followed by
the sweat of the brow, unless a judicious system is instantly adopted for the proper educa-
tion and instruction of the rising generation. The authority of the master being no longer
acknowledged, delay in instituting an extended system of education will leave the rising
generation to become a more lawless and profligate race than their African progenitors.

No. 6. Some of the obstacles are enumerated in the answer to the second query, in addi-
tion to which are the following:

ist. That no monied person in England or elsewhere will now advance any money to the
agriculturists of Trinidad, if it is to be secured on West India property, whether for the
purchase of property within the island, the necessary machinery and stock, the repairing or
rebuilding of works, the extended cultivation of the estates, or for any general improvements};
owing, it may confidently be said, to the general insecurity of West India property, caused
principally by the acts of His Majesty’s Government, inasmuch as the rights of property
ave been invaded, and the West India proprietors under the late Act for the Abolition of

Slavery having been arbitrarily deprived of their property, without having received full remu-
neration, contrary to the law and practice as observed in the mother country in similar cases
of public urgency or expediency. .

2d. The present state of taxation in this colony, which has been for years past complained
of, until it now exceeds all bounds of moderation, the expenditure being at present 40,0001.
sterling and upwards per annum, while in Grenada and St. Vincent, with similar populations
in numbers to Trinidad, one-third suffices for the annual expenditure of these islands: it is
confidently asserted by the writer, that the expenditure of this island might, without doing
harm to any person, be reduced to 18,0007. sterling per annum. .3d. The present system of Spanish laws which are yet in force in this island, although it
capitulated to His Majesty’s arms in 1797, the imperfect knowledge of those laws, their ill
adaption to English people as a commercial nation, and the thorough dread that every
English merchant or creditor has of lending his money, or of encountering a lawsuit in
Trinidad for the recovery of his roperty.

4th. The cane cultivation, in the opinion of the most experienced planters, must neces
sarily,by reason of the diminution of labour alone, without reference to the present imperfectand unwilling manner in which it is performed, continue to decrease every year; and it 1s
the further opinion of those who are most qualified to judge, added to the expressions oy

tinua
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tinvally used by the apprenticed labourers themselves, that after the month of August 1840
they will not continue the cultivation of the cane plantations, which they have always been
averse to, and should that unfortunately be the case, the loss in the extensive and valuable
sugar-works, buildings, machinery, stock and property generally, can with difficulty be
estimated.

No. 7. Most certainly the production will decrease; such decrease will be gradual during

the apprenticeship; but when the negro will be in a state of perfect freedom, I much fear

the production of sugar in these islands will cease altogether.

ide Answer to Query 5-

No. 8. Materially, andfor the reasons assigned in answer to the first query; but as I

apprehend @ gradual decline for some years, so do I also hope, by wise enactments, judi-

ciously carried into effect, that a change for the better will take place.

 

Fourth Query.—Is capital likely to be diverted into any and what new channels, or to be
withdrawn, or applied to the more extended production of articles already known in the

markets ?

Answers to Fourth Query.

No. 1. Without labour for wages no capital can find employment; in proportion, there-

fore, to the increase or diminution of the former, the latter will flow in or be withdrawn from

the colony; and no extension of marketable produce can be expected to take place without
augmented capital.

No. 2. Certainly neither. The proof is, that property in this island has fallen fully 50
percent. in value, and in some instances much more, since the Emancipation Act, as no

one will risk capital to be laid out in the island.

No. 3. I do not think that capital is likely to be embarked in any new undertaking;
neither do { think it probable that any individual who could withdraw his means would

permit them to be embarked again in this island ; more particularly as those who may feel
disposed to devote themselves to West India agriculture have such encouragement held out
to them in the Spanish and Portuguese settlements.

No. 4. The soil will be cultivated in this, as in all countries, proportionately to the number
of hands applied thereto; and money, directed by mind, will command that physical force

as far as it will go. The question is, therefore, whether the amount of money so employed

is likely to be greater or less than it has been. It could be more easily auswered by a mort-

gagee in England than by me.
As to withdrawing capital; whence is it to be withdrawn? An enormous property in

amount (slave property) has ceased to exist, and none other has taken its place, or can

take it.
Ex nihilo nihilfit; they can withdraw none where none exists to be withdrawn.
Now leaving that which is already sunk, suppose a man to arrive in this colony with a

large sum of money, destined for investment, what is there in which he can invest it? Land

and buildings only; lands which derive their whole value from the hands that are ready to

cultivate them (for no man would take the timber-encumbered forest as a gift), and buildings
which are mostly but accessories to land, and derive their value from it.

There are no manufacturers, no joint-stock companies, no projects of any description that

can serve for investment; the agriculture of the colony will exist alone for the employment

of money ; and unless a large additional population be provided, I fear it will sink into the

hands of those who live from day to day only, and the name of capitalist become almost

unknown.

No. 5. My answer to the first question seems in some measure to have anticipated the
answer required here. The circumstance of the anticipated compensation money having

been so readily grasped at by many of the money changers in the old country, shows that
they considered their profitable transactions with these colonies at an end. I am of opinion,
that not a few, after having submitted to great bodily and much mental suffering, will be
compelled to abandon their properties, and seek for profitable employment elsewhere; and
instead of the colony exhibiting wide-spread fields, covered with the productions of the
active and enterprising energy of man, weeds and the spontaneous growth of nature must
assume the ascendancy, andthe fertile valleys and cultivated plains of Trinidad become a
waste and a wilderness.“

1 am not of opinion that there is any likelihood of capital being directed into new channels

so long as a difficulty exists in procuring labourers at a saying rate, to enable those persons
aving capital already invested to receive any return, save disappointment. The credit of

the West India Islands may be said to have been so completely annihilated by the many
recent changes, that I am persuaded every one who has capital at stake here would be glad
to realize at a sacrifice of one-third, or perhaps even a half of their advance.

No. 6. Answer to this, the 4th query, given with answer to 5th query, by N. O.

No.7. Tam decidedly of opinion that whatever capital there is in these colonies will be

withdrawn as speedily as possible; the reason is obvious. No capitalist in his senses will
166,—II, embark
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embark his capital in an island of fearful experiment, when the foreign colonial Possessions
offer so much greater security, by reason that their prosperity will imcrease as theBritish
colonies will cease to produce the staple commodity.

No. 8. I fear the probability of capital being withdrawn, unless, as I have said in answer
to the last query, “that wise regulations, judiciously carried into effect,” shall, as explained
in query 1, “not only regulate the price of labour, bet continue the labourer in em-
ployment as heretofore.”

in the West Indies experiments are seldom made, and never extensively; and ifcapital
cannot be profitably employed in what are considered the staple commodities as heretofore
it will be withdrawn. { do fear in such case that it may be applied “to the more extended
productionofarticles already known in the market ;” the coast of South America presentg
a field for this, where sugar-cane thrives luxuriantly, and the slave trade, howeverillegally,
still exists.
A protecting duty seems the only safeguard; and if the West India cultivator by free

labour shall find this, twofold will be the advantages ; first, it will be ruinous tothe producers
by slave labour, and destroy that iniquitous system; secondly, it will give employment to
the free labourer, with all the advantages of employment in a moral point of view, in contrast
with the results from apathy and indolence.

 

Fifth Query.—Do any obstacles exist to such a change, or to such an extension? If80,
what may they be, and how may they be remedied or removed ?

Answers to Fifth Query.

No. 1. The obstacle to such extension arises from the circumstance, that until proper
legislative measures are framed with respect to Crown lands and private lands, no introduc-
tion of free labour would be productive of labour for wages; which obstacle can only be
remedied and removed by passing such Acts as a clear-sighted view of the state of the
colony, after due and deliberate inquiry, may point out to be necessary.

No. 2. The greatest obstacle to the extension of industry in this island in raising produce
of any description will primarily be the want of a numerous labouring population; but for
the reasons before stated, a great extension of industry under any circumstances could not
be expected froma free black population of any number, unless forced to labour by some
law for the purpose, taking into consideration the immense extent of fertile uncultivated
ground, sufficient, if all was ina state of cultivation, to feed probably a million of people.
No doubt if a large African or other negro population could be introduced into the colony, and
be prevented from occupying the waste lands of the island, an extension of industry might
be expected, or at all events the present cultivation might be kept up; as in such case the
labouring part of the population would have to work or to starve. But it is a question
whether the cost ofa police force, sufficient to prevent the occupation of the waste soil of
the island, would not be greater than the colony could afford to keep up. As regards the
cultivation of the soil by Europeans, the heat of the climate, the lassitude created thereby,
ihe excitement to drink, the diseases prevalent, and more particularly amongst the lower
orders of them, in this climate, will always be a bar to any extension of industry by that
description of people. Even peons, the free natives of the neighbouring South American
Continent, cannot be depended upon for continuous labour, or any kind of industry, more
than sufficient to keep them above bare want.

No. 3. The chief obstacle which must exist against the introduction of European capital
(admitting that a settled system of labour was once established) will be found in the con-
tinuance of the present (Spanish) laws and their administration. The iniquity of the system
is too notorious; and the facility which they afford to fraud, as well as the multiplicity of
interpretations which the court has it in its power to adopt, must destroy all hope of the
further introduction of European capital; indeed, I do not think that an agent could be found
so base, or so ignorant, as to recommend under such circumstances the advance of one
dollar being made to a planter.

No. 4. There is but one motive which will make that class of persons work whom nature
destined to till the earth—necessity. That necessity can never exist in a population of 20
to the square mile, as ours is, in a rich soil and a tropical climate. ;
We lack population ; and for this reason, and this only, the change may prove ruinous to

one island, as Trinidad, and beneficial to another, as Barbadoes; so different are the cil-
cumstances of two colonies thus near to each other, but between which no difference was
made in legislation. ..
The only remedy I can see for this evil is population. I think, in proportion as thisisland

optains it or lacks it, will it fiourish or languish.
In the two states of New York and Pennsylvania, the progress of population caused slavery

to die a natural death; and no man thought of compensation, .
Thus it might have died through proper encouragement of emigration to the British West

India colonies, had that course been pursued.
I think emigration, or more properly immigration, can alone effect the improvements of

which Trinidad is capable; and by it the system of apprenticeship will assume another form,
and instead of what it is now, become an advantage. No. 6
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No.5. The grand obstacle is the indisposition to labour, and the unsuccessful issue

which has unfortunately attended the labour of the preceding and the present cultivators of
the soil, holding out no encouragement to induce others to enter upona field which they
cannot fail to have observed has been unprofitable to the original possessors; and so many

difficulties, disappointments and losses have been experienced by those who have invested

capital, that that man 1s not readily to be met with who would advance his money, at least

on any ordinary security which the West Indies can now offer.

The system must have longer time todevelope its perfections and imperfections ere an

answer can be given to the last part of this question. I believe it to be admitted that the

naturally slow progress of profitable industry is rendered more slow by the perpetual incli-

nation of those in authority to direct industry from its natural and profitable channels ; and

pethaps the answer made by a committee of merchants to the prime minister of France,

when asked by him what measure government could adopt to promote the interests of com--

merce, they replied, “ Let us alone, permit us quietly to manage our own business,” might

not be unapplicable in the present posture of affairs. I may add, that the want of con-

fidence in the continuance even of the present system, the continued depreciation of colonial

roduce, the heavy amount of duties and taxes, and the indisposition of capitalists to make

Pirther advances (or rather their inclination to foreclose), may be stated as a few of the

obstacles which require to be removed as impeding the extension of industry.

No. 6. ist. A total change of the present laws of Trinidad by the immediate introduc-

tion of the English laws and constitution, as the same exist in the other English islands,

with one paid judge, (and not three, as is now the case, the salaries of whom amount to

5,0001, sterling). The judge should always be a barrister-at-law.
od. The immediate reduction of the taxes of the colony, as also of the expenditure,

by the total abolition of many useless offices and establishments.
3d. With reference to the vicinity of Trinidad to the Spanish continent, and its conti-

guity to that vast river the Orinoco, whose mouths, and consequently its extensive trade, it

completely commands, and with a view of procuring a very large portion of its commerce,

and of concentrating the same in this island, it is proposed, that the island of Trinidad should

be declared a free port in the most comprehensive meaning of that term, similar to the free

port of Saint Thomas’s. That the importation and exportation of all goods, wares and

merchandize of every kind and description, and in the vessels of every nation, be permitted;

but with the view of protecting the trade of the United Kingdom, it is proposed that no

duty shall be exacted on the importation of any goods from the United Kingdom into

Trinidad, nor on the exportation of any from Trinidad in British vessels that may be legally

imported into the United Kingdom or her possessions. That on the importation of linens,

cottons and cloths from foreign countries and in foreign vessels a larger duty be paid than

on any other description of goods, so that those goods of English manufacture should have

a fair chance in the market. That an ad valorem duty be paid on all goods, wares and mer-

chandize, and all other articles imported into and exported from Trinidad in foreign vessels

from and to every other part of the world, except as aforesaid, and to and from the Spanish

continent, in which last case a lesser duty should be exacted. That the colonial duty onall

produce made in and exported from the island in British bottoms be abolished, but that

a duty shall be exacted on the export thereof in foreign vessels to foreign ports. By these

means it is presumed the agriculturists will be relieved from the colonial tax on the

importation of supplies, merchandize, machinery and live stock for the cultivation and sup-

port of their estates; they wil] be enabled to procure them at a cheaper rate, and the price

of produce will necessarily rise. It is also confidently expected that a revenue will thus be

raised which will more than pay all the expenditure of the island, and afford ample means

for ensuring its internal defence, the general improvement of the island by the erection of all

necessary public buildings, of which it is entirely deficient, and the opening of roads into

the interior.
In a commercial point of view, such a plan offers more advantages than can possibly be

conceived, would cause a large consumption of British manufactures, not only throughout a

large extent of that continent, from the exporters being able to procure in Trinidad all the

articles they could possibly want, but also vast imports of goods from Europe and ather

places for consumption on the Spanish continent, and in the West Indies; this island might

then also be able to supply all the other islands with mules, cattle and horses, independent

rt itsbeing the general market by which their wants could with ease and little navigation

@ supplied.
4th. This boon might be conceded to Trinidad in particular, by reason of the immense

losses and sacrifices that have been sustained by the agriculturists in carrying into effect all

the Orders in Council that have been from time to time promulgated in Trinidad, subse-

quent to March 1824, in respect of the slaves, and also from avery large annual expenditure

in erecting and keeping up police establishments by reason of the Act for the Abolition of

Slavery, to insure in some degree the continuance of the cultivation of the estates during

phe period of apprenticeship, and preserving the general peace and tranquillity of the

and,
5th. It may also be considered that by making Trinidada free port, there mustnaturaily

be a great influx of foreigners. These people will soon discover the fertility and variety of

its soil, will appreciate the value ofitspitch-lake, alum, mines and clays, the latter of which

are admirably adapted for the manufactory of all kinds of pottery,porcelain,tiles and bricks.

These and many other advantages which ‘Trinidad possesses would no doubt in time lead to

immigration from the continent of Europe of a class of persons who mightbe disposed to

gain their livelihood by other means than that of cultivating the staple commodities only, or
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establishing various kinds of manufactories ; or their attention might be led to thecultiva.
tion of the tea-plant, nutmegs, cloves, spices,gin er, pimento, indigo and tobacco, all of
which thrive well in Trinidad, and to avariety of other tropical cultivations that are strong]
recommended by a late writer, Mr. Porter, to be cultivated in the West India islands. ° y

6th. If Trinidad was madea free port, a large majority of the exports of the products of
the Spanish continent, from the Bocas to Santa Martha, that are now shipped to the island
of Saint Thomas, would, it is anticipated, be sent to this island, for a variety of reasong
which could be detailed; and the trade in the raw materials from that country to Tri-
nidad would amount to an immense sum annually. The trade between the Main and the
United States would in a great measure be drawn to Trinidad were it a free port, as the
inhabitants of the Main, who in a regular course pay duties, would naturally come to Trini-
dad, and continue that system of contraband trade on their own continent which has here-
tofore enriched Trinidad.

7th. It may also be said, that by immigration we may be able to procure an extensivepopu-
lation; but [ am of opinion that no persons except Africans can ever be depended upon as
labourers for continuing the cane cultivation, it being well known that no European or other
white person can ever be able to labour in that cultivation in this climate, proved as it has
been in the first settlement of Barbadoes ; and it can only be by obtaining a dense population
of proper subjects, and the determination of His Majesty’s Government not to permit the
cultivation of the Crown lands by the apprenticed labourers after they attain their absolute
freedom, thereby obliging them to gain their livelihood by working for wages on the estates
in the several districts of the island to which they are now attached ; for if once they are
permitted to cultivate Crown lands, they will never for any consideration cultivate thestaple
commodities, for this very cogent reason, that two days’ work will amply suffice for mainte-
nance for a week; and it is difficult indeed to say what inducement they can have, with their
habits of idleness and laziness, to labour longer than is necessary for thatobject.

8th. I would most strongly recommend and urge upon the attention of the Government, the
passing of a law, to be promulgated before August 1840, by which the presentapprenticed
labourers, after that period, should be declared to be for ever located in the districts in which
they might then be, and prohibited from leaving the same, in accordance with thepresent
law as in force at St. Domingo under the “code rural.” In that island all the labouring
classes are compelled to labour for wages in their respective districts. This measure, toze-
ther with a strong vagrant law, will prevent the abandonment by the labourers of the estates
in the several districts in which they now are, or may be then located.

gth. It would bea wise and politic measure, on every account, whether as conducive to the
cause of humanity or otherwise, for His Majesty’s Government to send to this island, not
only all the captured Africans as soon as they are condemned (and for the first two years
without reference to an equality of sexes), but also all of the Africans that are now located
at Sierra Leone, who, by the late Parliamentary papers, it appears are as useless to them-
selves as they are to the Government, the latter deriving no possible advantage from such a
large population; but if located in Trinidad it would not only be to the advantage of these
people, but the Government would soon receive from the additional labour an increased
revenue, by an extended production of the staple commodities.

10th. In conclusion, I have further to submit for the consideration of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, whether, in the event of its declining to send to Trinidad the African population of
Sierra Leone, it would not be expedient to authorize, by some legislative enactment, the
proprietors of estates in Trinidad to import from Africa, on their own account, the nativesof
Africa to serve as indented apprentices for a term of apprenticeship not exceeding six
years.

No. 7. Theprincipal obstacles are, the inadequacy of the supply of labour, which gives
pretensions to high wages, the labourer claiming more than the produce will meet.
The facility in procuring land, which secures to the labourer, with little labour, the

means of gratifying his natural habits of indolence, to the inevitable ruin of the planter.
The remedies I think are, .
ist. The prohibition of land (query, Crown or both Crown and individual property) being

either sold or hired to the labourer.
2d. The introduction of at least as many labourers as are here now. The island could bear

the introduction of ten times their number.
The above prohibition will make it imperative upon the labourer to seek employment

although the labourer cannot be depended upon for continuous labour; still, bya consider-
able increase in the number, the proprietor will have the means of supplying vacancies.

3d. Laws to suppress vagrancy will of course be essentially necessary to give even a
chance of success, as well as others to preserve due subordination ; not such as would be
sufficient for Europeans, the code must be framed for people in a savage state.

4th, The introduction ofcapital through the medium ofGovernment; having stated, in reply
to query 4, my fears that the parties whose means are invested here, will withdraw it as
speedily as possible. i,

It cannot be denied that the planter will be exposed to greater expense in the cultivation
of his lands than hitherto; from whence is he to draw the means? Not from the present
mortgagees, whose rapacity is evident in appropriating to themselves the whole of the com-
pensation, without abating one fraction of the enormous and ruinous burthens that the
staple article, sugar, is exposed to.

he mortgagee charges the mortgagor six per cent. upon the debt, charters ships at 3 s-
and 3s. 6d. per ton; no charge to him for the hold, outward. But he debits the mortgagor
freight upon his supplies, and an increase upon his own responsibility for homeward freight

0
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of from 1. to 18. 6d. sterling per cwt. In addition to the above, various charges are made TRINIDAD.

for expenses not incurred, of which the most glaring is, interest upon duty from the time —_—

of landing, which is only paid at the date of sale.
These several impositions return to the mortgagee at least 20 per cent. for his capital,

oppress the mortgagor, and, in fine, paralyse his endeavours to struggle with his difficulties,

that are now rather likely to increase than to decrease, more particularly for limited means.

Much relief would be experienced, and encouragement given, if the Government were to

urchase the existing mortgages, which might be effected at 50 per cent. discount.

The Government could raise money at 3/. per cent., and charge the mortgagor with 61. per

cent., of which the one-half would be applicable to liquidation of annual interest, and the

other, if invested and allowed to accumulate, would, in the course of a few years, extinguish

the responsibility of the planter, by the redemption of the loan.

Such a measure would be real relief. The planter would be unshackled, and so desirable

an object would be accomplished merely by the responsibility and agency of the Govern-

ment, without one shilling of advance.

No. 8. The answers to the second query and the last will apply to this.

 

— No. 433. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 433-
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 13 November 1835.

In conformity with your Lordship’s circular despatch, dated 18th June last, ygp,

I have the honour to transmit herewith the several returns thereby called for, to be tive to he rela.

laid before the House of Commons; viz. tion of

1. Return of the Names of all Special or Stipendiary Magistrates who have Part 3,"p

been removed from or resigned their Office, specifying the Reasons for the same, RS

so far as the same can be communicated.
2, Return of the Number and Nature of the Punishments inflicted on the

Apprenticed Labourers in this Colony by the Special or StipendiaryMagistrates,

specifying the Offences for which they were inflicted, separating Males from

emales.
3. Return of the Names and Numbers of Apprenticed Labourers who have pur-

Chased the unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for
the same.

4. Copy of Instructions given to the Special or Stipendiary Magistrates as to
the Extent and Performance‘of their Duties.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hiw.

 

Enclosures in No. 433.

€No. 1.)

TRInNIDAD.—RETURN of the Names of all Specran or STipENDIARY MAGISTRATES — Enclosures in
who have been removed from or resigned their Office, specifying the Reasons for the No. 433-

same, so far as the same can be communicated.

 

 

NAME OF OFFICER. DATE OF RESIGNATION. CAUSE.

Alastair Mackenzie - - = +] 4 May 1835 - of. Ill health.

13 November 1835. (signed) G. F. Hill.
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Trinipav.—RETURN of the Numser and Nature of the PunisnMents inflicted on the APPRENTICED

 

PORT OF SPAIN

and

WESTERN DISTRICTS,

Absence from

Employer’s Service.

OFFENCES. - + «= -

Contumacious Disobedience,
Insolence, Insubordination,
Drunkenness orFighting.
 

NUMBER AND NATURE OF PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED.

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

at present united wm Hard E wi Hard E
i are xt hi ar t Whi Hard

under one ping. Stocks. Labour, Labour. ping, Stocks. Labour. Labour. ping. Stocks, Labour. me

Stipendiary Magistrate, | yy] po o[uefrimflr| ow | po late iml el a | ow im le lMle

August + + 1834] 36 14} 4] 8] 1a] 2 4 1 a} 2] 2] - - -{| 1] -[-
September - -- 3 5 4/3] 4]- 8 - 71 a] =| o - - a2} -| -|-
October - - — 4 4 71714] - 3 2 2}; 3/17} - 3 1 -{ a9] -|.
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* Twenty-two women, on the same day, came to Port of Spain without a

   
pass, and were sentenced, by thechief

d to
+ In the month of December, 60 of the gang belonging to the River Estate refused to work, and were sentence!

sentenced tu the same punishment.
: ithout

$ In the month of September 1834, the entire gang of the La Pastora Estate absented themselves for six hours witho
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LABOURERS 3 specifying the Orrences for which they were Inflicted, from the ist August 1834 to the goth June 1835.

oe ee tt et te OFFENCES.

7 Performing Work Wantonly injuring, Open Resistance Preferringfrivolous,

indolently, negligently or or wilful endangering to the lawful Commands vexatious or malicious

carelessly. Employer's Property. of Employer. Complaint.

| Zz
2
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superi ‘ +s gsPerintending special justice to two weeks’ hard labour and four days’ stocks.

15 hours’ extra labour. On the same day the entire gang of the adjoining estate likewise refused to work, and were

any r . .¥ Teasonable cause; they were sentenced to bring up double the time they were away.
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Whipping.| Stocks, Hard Labour. Extra Labour. Population.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F,

206 93 74 120 106 55 | 1,805 | 2,300

159 28 25 63 29 62 g2u 913

"so | 44 22 55 94 77 | 844 | 745

3 7 1 15 17 295 256

586 | 190 | 121 | 49 | 244| 211 | 3,865 | 4,214

(signed) William Lloyd Peacocke,

Chief Superintending Special Justice.
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TRiNiDAD.—RETURN of the Numperand Names of the APpReNTiceD LABOURERS

who have purchased the Unexpired Term of their Appprenticeship, and the several

Sums paid for the same, in the Port of Spain, Western, St. Joseph, Tacarigua, and

Eastern Districts, from the 1st August 1834 to goth June 1835.
 

 

 
    

NAMES. Quality.|Number. ‘Conency. Steieg

£. 8. d. £. s. d.

Cupidon Muzet - - = > AL 1 75-7 32 10 —

Jean Baptiste Neilson - - + =| PA. i 100 - - 43 6 8
Philis Paul - - - - -| PA. 1 80 - - 3413 4

Solitude Seven, alias Donac ~ =| N.P. i 100 - - 43 6 8

Jean Charles Beatrix - - - -| NP. 1 150 = = 65 - -

Maria Candida Bucare - - <-|PA. 1 150 - - 65 - -

Etienne Arsenne - - ~| Pp. A. 1 188 - - 81 9 4

Augustine - - - - - -| P. A. 1 8 g - 7 19 102

Maria Rosaris Saimple - - e-| PA. 1 100 - = 43 6 8

Blize Zabeth - = - - - -| P. Ae 1 36 - - 1612 -

Joseph Grégoire - = = - - ol PA. 1 1j0 - - 65 - -

St. Rose Cypas - - - - -| BA. 1 1g90 - - 65 - -

Betsey Malsac  - - - - -| N.P. 1 go - - 39 - -

Daphene Brun - - - - -I NLP. I 17:10 = 711 8

' Andrew Good - - - - - | NLP. 1 27 - 1016 8

Louise Justine ~ - - - -| NLP. 1 100 - = 43 6 8

Jean Heb6- - -— ~ - -| NLP. 1 go - = 39 - =

Marie Victoire, alias Cap - - -] NP. 1 100 - = 43 6 8
Chéris Lubis —- - - - «| PA. 1 100 - - 43 6 8

Jean Baptiste - - - = <-|N.P. 1 50 - = 2113 4
Salvanet Angel - - - - - | NLP. 1 100 - - 43 6 8

Julienne - - - - - «| M.P. 1 100 - - 43 6 8

Thomas Edwards - = = -| NP. 1 87 10 - 3718 4
Margaret - - - - - -{ NLP. 1 438 - - 2016 -
LouiseIve- - - = = -| NP. 1 27 - = 1114 -
Nickey Ryan - - - = =| PA 1 250 - = 108 6 8

Maria Louise Antoine - - - -| PA. 1 11210 = a8 15 <-

Julie Antoine = - - - - -) P. A. 1 11210 = 4815 -

Margaret Catherine - - - <-| Pa As I 70 - = 30 6 8
Bridget - - - - = <-{ PA. 1 100 - = 43 6 8
Celestine Louis - - - - <-{ PA 1 75° 7 3210 —

Toran Apprentices - - - -]| 31 | 2,952 9 — | 1279 7 10
 

William Lloyd Peacocke,
Chief S. S. Justice.

 

RETURN of the Names and Numser of ArprenticeD Lasovurers who have pur-

chased the Unexpired Term of their Apprenticeship, and the several Sums paid for the
same, from August 1834 to August 1835 ; Southern Districts.
 

 

     

Y
Amount Amount

Namber. NAMES in Currency. in Sterling.

£ os d. £. s. d.

1 | Tony Murray - - - - © 7 125 - - 543 4

1 | Pero Cicero - - - - - - Ww“ - 7516 8

1 | Augustine Letite - - - - - 100 - - 43 6 8

1 Sally Murray - - - - - - 150 - - 65 - -

1 | Marie Louise Fox - - = - 165 - - 7110 =

1 | Hannah Atkins - - - - - - 127 10 = 55 4 4

1 | Sarah Atkins - - - - - - 12710 = 55 4 4

1 Celeste ~+ - - - - - - 120 - - s2 - =

1 | Margaret Rose - - - - - - 100 - - 43 6 8

9 TorarAmounT - - &.| 1,190 - = 515 12 =
wee

J. H. Murray,

166.~ IL.

Chief S. S. Justice of the Carapachiama,

No. and So. Naparima and Southern Districts.

TRINIDAD.
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(No. 4.)

Copy of INSTRUCTIONS given to the Sprcray or StripenptaAry Macistrates as tothe Extent and Performance of their Duties, required by Address of the House of Com-
mons, dated 1 June 1835.

Ruxes and Recurations established by the Lieutenant-governor, by and with the advice
of the Legislative Council, under the 18th clause of the 1st chapter of the Order
of His Majesty in Council, dated the 5th day of June 1834, for the Regulation of the
Police Establishments.

ist. The police force for the colony shall consist of such a number of men, not exceeding
84, as the Governor or Lieutenant-governor shall appoint, of whom 11 shall be sergeants,
and they shall be distributed amongst the several districts in such manner as the Governor
or Lieutenant-governor shall direct; provided, however, that not less than one sergeant and
five privates be stationed at each police settlement.

2d. The pay of the sergeants shall not exceed 105. currency per diem each, and that ofthe
privates 5 s. currency per diem each, which shall be paid monthly by the colonial treasurer on
the order of the Governor or Lieutenant-governor.

gd. The members of the police force shall be clothed in such uniform as shall from time
to time be directed by the Governor or Lieutenant-governor; and for the purpose of pro-
viding such uniform, the. colonial treasurer shall, on the order of the Governor or Lieute-
nant-governor, pay any sum not exceeding 1501. sterling per annum.

4th. The members of the police force shall be armed and accoutred in such manner as
the Governor or Lieutenant-governor shall from time to time direct; and the colonial trea-
surer shall, on the order of the Governor or Lieutenant-governor, pay any sum not exceed-
ing 100/. sterling per annum for providing such arms and accoutrements.

5th. The members of the police force shall be bound to keep their uniform, arms and
accoutrements clean, and in good and serviceable order and condition, and in case of default
it shall be lawful for the special justice to impose on the offender a penalty not exceeding
10s. currency, which shall be stopped out of the pay due or to become due to him,

6th. Where any article of clothing, arms or ammunition so to be furnished as aforesaid,
shall be lost or damaged, through the neglect or misconduct of any policeman, it shall be
the duty of. the special justice ofthe district, and he is hereby authorized to cause the article
so damaged or lost to be repaired or replaced, and to stop the pay of such policeman until
the expense incurred thereby shall be fully satisfied.

7th. Any member of such police force being convicted by the special justice of the dis-
trict of drunkenness, neglect of duty, breach of these regulations, or any other rules esta-
blished for the regulation of the police settlement, contumacious disobedience of the lawful
commands of any person in authority over him, or oppression or unreasonable severity
towards any prisoner, shall either forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding one week’s pay, ot
be imprisoned in the house of correction of the district, with or without hard labour or
solitary confinement, for any period not exceeding one week.

8th. ‘The employer of every apprenticed labourer who shall be confined at the police-
station shall pay to the special justice the sum of 1s. currency per diem for the expense of
feeding such apprenticed labourer, for every day during which such apprenticed labourer
shall be so confined, such sum to be paid on the Saturday of every week during which or
any part of which such apprenticed labourer may have been confined; and in default of
payment such special justice shall and may award execution against such employer, and
issue an attachment against the goods and chattels of such employer, which ‘shall be
executed in the manner provided in the 10th clause, 6th chapter of the Royal Order of
His Majesty in Council, of the 5th day of June 1834.

gth. Each prisoner shall be furnished daily with a quarter of a pound of salt fish, and
six full-grown plantains, or one pound of prepared farine, or with such quantity of ground
provisions or larinaceous food equivalent thereto, as shall be specially directed by the spe-
cial justice, such provisions to be of sound, good and wholesome quality.

10th. Prisoners sentenced to solitary confinement, or to imprisonment in the stocks, shall
receive the above quantity of plantains, farine or other ground provisions or farinaceous food,
but no salt fish during the term of such confinement.

11th, No food of any other description than the above prison allowance shall be per-
mitted to be introduced into the house of correction, or furnished to any prisoner without
the permission of the special justice, or the order of a medical practitioner. .

12th. No person shall be permitted to visit or converse with any prisoner without the
permission of the special justice.

13th. No gaming shall be permitted in any police settlement, either by or amongst the
prisoners or the policemen, and the special justice shall seize and destroy, or cause to be
seized and destroyed, all dice, cards or other instruments of gaming. .

14th. No spirituous or fermented liquor shall be brought into the police settlement with-
out the express permission of the special justice; and if any of the policemen shall carry
or bring, or knowingly suffer to be carried or brought into any police settlement, or to be
given to or received by any prisoner, any spirituous or fermented liquor without such per-
mission, he shall, on conviction before the special justice, be liable to a penalty not exceeding
1058. currency, or to imprisonment, with or without hard labour or solitary confinement,
for any time not exceeding seven days, and the pay of such policeman shall be stopped
until any fine su imposed is paid.

15th. Any
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15th. Any prisoner fighting or conducting himself in an insolent manner towards the special
‘ustice, orany member of thepolice of the district, or being guilty of any breach of these

regulations, or any other rules which may be hereafter established for the regulation of

olice settlements, or disobeying any lawful command, or performing his work indolently,

carelessly or negligently, or refusing to perform the same, shall, on conviction by the spe-
cial justice of the district, or any other special justice, be adjudged to solitary confinement

’ not exceeding 14 days, or to confinement in the stocks for any period not exceeding six
days, or if a male, to whipping not exceeding 25 stripes; or in case of repeated or aggra-
vated offence, to any two of these punishments. Provided always, that no person shall

be confined in the stocks between sunset and sunrise, or for more than eight hours in the

whole in any one day, or for more than two days consecutively.

16th. The house of correction, and every part thereof, shall be kept always clean, and

every apartment therein shall be washed every Wednesday and Saturday, and as much

oftener as occasion shall require, and whitewashed on the first Monday in every month.
17th. If any prisoner shall escape, or attempt to escape, or shall aid any other prisoner in

escaping or attempting to escape, such prisoner shall, on conviction by the special justice,

be adjudged, if a male, to whipping not exceeding 30 stripes ; and if a female, to confine-

ment in the stocks not exceeding six days, or to solitary confinement not exceeding six days.
And the special justice may, if he shall think proper, direct any prisoner who shall have

escaped, or attempted to escape, to work in chains during the remainder of the term of his

imprisonment. ;

18th. The prisoners of the different sexes shall at all times be kept separate and apart,
and not on any pretence be allowed to communicate with each other.

igth. The prisoners sentenced to hard labour shall be compelled to work for 10 hours
per day, between the hours of six a. M., and six P. M., on every day in the week, (Sunday,

Corpus Christi, Christmas-day and Good Friday always excepted), and silence shall be

observed by the prisoners while at work.
zoth. Such work shall consist of cleaning and whitewashing the walls of the house of

correction, breaking stones, repairing the public roads and streets, and the roads and paths

of the police establishment; in the cultivation of the lands of the police establishment, or

in any other public work, at the direction of the special justice of the district.
21st, The prisoners shall be locked up every evening by six o'clock.
22d. No prisoner shall be allowed to smoke.
23d. Divine service shall be performed at each police settlement, once at least on every

Sunday, at which every policeman and every prisoner shall be present, unless he shall show
good reason to the contrary to the satisfaction of the special justice.

24th. A medical attendant shall be engaged to visit each police settlement, in such his
medical capacity, once at least in every week, and as much oftener as the sickness of any

policeman or prisoner shall require. And his Excellency is hereby authorized, out of the
colonial funds, to remunerate such medical attendant, at a rate not to exceed 40 /. currency
per annum for each settlement, and to pay for such medicines as may be requisite for the
supply of each establishment.

25th. The special justice at each police settlement shall keep two books, one as a diary,
the other as a registry: that the diary shall contain a note of the employment of the penal
gang during the day, the visits of the medical attendant, any deaths which may have
happened and all other occurrences relating to the police settlement. In the registry
shall be entered the name of each prisoner, the day of his commitment, his descrip-
tion, whether predial attached, or predial unattached, or non-predial, the name of his
employer, the time for which he is sentenced, the offence for which he is imprisoned, the
day of his rclease, the punishment inflicted, the amount received and expended for his
support.

26th. A copy of these rules and all other rules established for the regulation of the police
establishments shall be framed and hung up at each police settlement.

 

— No. 434. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.,

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 14 November 1835.

Ir is with much real pleasure that I am enabled to forward to your Lordship
the enclosed Letter and Report, which I have received from Captain Peacocke,
the chief superintending special justice of the northern division of this island; and

1 feel persuaded that your Lordship will be as much gratified as I am at the dimi-
_ bution of punishment which appears thereby, as compared with former returns, It

48a maiked proof, not only of the improvement in the conduct of the apprentices,

but also of the prudent and conciliatory maxims that are adopted by those who are

in authority over them.
I have, &c.

(signed)  G.F. Hill.
166.—1I,

TRINIDAD.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 434.

Sir, Port of Spain, 4 November 1835,
I wave the honour to forward for his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor’s inspection,

the journals of the last quarter, ending the goth September last, of the five districts; viz,
Port of Spain, Western, St. Joseph’s, Tacarigua and Eastern, placed under my superintend-
ence. Ilikewise beg leave to enclose, for his Excellency’s information, a Return of the
number of apprenticed labourers brought to trial, and their respective punishments, on
the three largest estates in the five above-mentioned districts, by which his Excellency
will observe the great diminution of crime which has manifested itself, compared with the
last quarterly report.

I have, &c.
W. L. Peacocke,

Chief S. S. Justice.
To Lewis Pantin, (signed)

Acting Colonial Secretary.

 

Enclosure 2, in Nu. 434.

Trrintpap.— RETURN of the Number of Frety NzGrors brought to Trial before the Special Justices on the largest and
most populous Estates in the under-mentioned Districts, between 1 July and 30 September 1835.

 

 

 

 

    

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

   
  

 
      

  

   

Number Imprisonment, Total
Corporal ExtraPROPRIETORS. ESTATES. of P ; Stocks. ‘Tenor of Crimes. 9"

x. Punishment mk Without Labour, of
egroes, :
8 Labour. |. Labour. Trials.

Port or Spain District:

Mr. Boué« - |Mocha - - 119 1 - eje -|- -|- - | insolence, 1Hon. H. Murray -| Woodbrook - 100|- - 1 - - 1 - - | ‘absence or 2John Boissiere —-|Champ Elysée 82 | - - 1 of. -|- - |Jfighting - 1

TotaL - - - 301 1 2 - - 1 - “fe =. =» 4

Western District:

ligenceG. Armstrong -| Prospect - 152 a - - 1 - -|- - Ieokeneee | 3Hon. H. Fuller -| Belle Vue - 114 1 - “| - 7] ~ |) insolence 1J. Lamont - -| River - - go 1 2 - - 1 disobedience J 4

Totan - - = 356 4 2 1 - - 1 - +2 - 8

Sr. Joszpn District:

Heirs of Laforest -{ Aranguez  - 87 1 - - 7 -{- -|) absence, 8Mr. Dutesta - + | St. Domingo - 81 |- - 3 - - |. -|- ~| \disobedience, 3
— Condon - - | Curepe + « 77, 1° «|e ale -f. . 1 carelessness 1

ToTaL - + « 245 1 3 4 - - 1 » = - 12
— —— ===> —=s

Tacaricua District:

Hon, W. H. Burnley| Orange Grove 197 6 4 - - 4 - =|} disobedience, 14
Heirs of Spern - | Paradise - 167 |- ele «le ale -|. ~ |4 insolence, ~
Heirs of Nihell -| Eldorado - 107 1 - -|- « 1 6 absence - 8

ToTan + + -{ 471 4 4 |- - 5 6 - +  -{ 22

Eastern Districr;

L. F. Lafourcade -| Malgretout - 79 1 - . - ele drunkenness, J aF.Mathiew - +] Mayaro - 69 |- -|- - 1 - negligence, 1Hon. P. Gantaume -| Beausejour - 68 |- -f|- -|. - el.  «|ffighting -|| —

TorTaL - + e- 216 2 - ~f- =| 1 - e |. - - 2

Granno TotaL - = - -| 1,589 14 11 8 | 7 8 {[- - -| 48

(signed) William Lloyd Peacocke, Chief S. 8. Justice.
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— No. 435. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 435.

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 15 November 1835.

In obedience to the 18th clause, cap. 1, of the Royal Order in Council of the 5th yy,

day of June 1834, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship, for His Majesty’s gulatiens and Re.

approbation, the accompanying rules and regulations for the internal discipline of interna)got the

the police settlements, which have been passed by myself with the consent and of the Pg

advice of the Council of Government of this island, logether with a proclamation ed, already print.

which I issued on the 1gth ult., “ Dividing the island into 11 districts.” ad -

I have, &c. Hill's po Sit G.

(signed) G. F. Hill, 13.Noy. 3

 

Enclosure in No. 435.

Tainipap.—By his Excellency the Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Enclosure in

baronet, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the said Island No. 435+

and its Dependencies, Vice-Admiral thereof, &c. &c. &c.

(i. s.) G. F. Hill.
A PROCLAMATION.

Wuereas by the arrival of a number of stipendiary magistrates, appointed by His

Majesty, sufficient to give full effect to the Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain

and Ireland, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the BritishColonies,

for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons

hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” and to all laws which have been or may

hereafter be made for giving more complete effect thereto, his Excellency the Lieutenant-

governor is enabled to relieve from further duty those gentlemen who, in obedience to

a commission from his Excellency, bearing date the 18th of June 1835, have rendered such

cheerful and valuable assistance to the stipendiary magistrates, who, by reason of the small-

ness of their number, were unable, unassisted, toperform throughout the whole island the

duties annexed to their offices:
Now, therefore, I, the said Lieutenant-governor, do hereby return to those gentlemen my

acknowledgments for the benefits they have conferred upon this island, by the efficient and

impartial assistance so readily afforded; and I do hereby revoke and cancel, from and after

the 24th day of October instant, all the commissions and appointments of special justices

made by me on the said 18th day of June last.
_ And whereas, by the Royal Order of His Majesty in Council, of the 5th day of June 1894,

it was provided that the colony of Trinidad should be divided into judicial districts, and that

the Lieutenant-governor should, by proclamation, define and (as occasion should require)

alter the limits of such districts: ;
Now, therefore, I, the said Lieutenant-governor, in pursuance of the powers so vested in

me,do hereby order and proclaim, that the colony of Trinidad shall be divided into eleven

judicial districts.
That the first district shall be called “The Port of Spain District,” and shall comprise

the town of port of Spain, and the quarters of St. Anne’s, Maraval, Mucurapo, Tragarete,

La Ventille and Cimaronero:
That the second district shall be called “ The Western District,” and shall comprise the

quarters of Diego Martin, Carenage and Cuesa, Chaguaramas and Bocas:

That the third district shall be called “ The St. Joseph District,” and shall comprise the

quarters of Aricagua, the town of San Juan, the quarters of Santa Cruz, Las Cuevas and

Maraccas, Maraccas Valley, St. Joseph, and the town of St. Joseph.
That the fourth district shall be called “The Tacarigua District,” and shall comprise the

quarters of Caroni, Tacarigua, Arouca, Caura, Arima, the town of Arima, and the quarters

of Guanapo, North Oropouche and Aripo:
That the fifth district shall be called “ The Eastern District,” and comprise the quarters

of Eastern Coast, Toco, Mayaro and Guayaguayare: ;
That the sixth district shall be called “‘ The Chaguanas District,” and shall comprise the

quarters of Chaguanas and Carapichaima :
That the seventh district shall be called “ The Point-a-Pierre District,” and shall com-

" prise the quarters of Point-d-Pierre and Savonetta.
That the eighth district shall be called “ The North Naparima District,” and shall com-

prise the quarters of North Naparima, Savanna Grande and Moruga, and the town of San

ernando;
That tHe ninth district shall be called “ The South Naparima District,” and comprise the

quarter of South Naparima:
166.—II. That
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TRINIDAD. That the tenth district shall be called “ The La Brea District,” and shall comprise the—_ quarters of South Oropouche, La Brea and Guapo:
That the eleventh district shall be called “ The Cedros District,” and comprise the

quarters of Irois, Cedros, Hicacos and Erin,

Given under my hand and the seal of the island, at Government House, in the town
of Port of Spain, this 19th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1835.

By his Excellency’s command,

Thomas F. Johnston, Asst. Col. Sec.

 

— No. 436. —

No. 436. Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 January 1836.
I wave received your despatch, dated the 15th November last, enclosing a copy

of certain rules and regulations made by yourself, with the advice of the Council
of Government of Trinidad, for the regulation of police establishments in that
island, and a proclamation issued by yourself, dated the 19th October last, for
dividing the colony into judicial districts, for the purpose of the Slavery Abolition
Act.

His Majesty is pleased to approve and confirm both those rules and regulations
and that proclamation.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 437.—

No. 437. Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill to
Lord Glenelg; dated Trinidad, 23 November 1835.

I nave herewith the honour to forward for approval the following ordinances,
which have been passed by myself, with the advice and consent of the Council of
Government; viz.

No. 4. For establishing an Effective System of Police within the Town of Port
Vide Ape: No.159" of Spain.
og160: No. 6. To explain and amend an Ordinance, intituled, ‘ An Ordinance for
VideAp? _ establishing an Effective System of Police within the Town of Port ofSpain.’

 

—No. 438. —~

No. 438. Extracr of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.; dated Downing-street, 1 February 1836.

The ordinances Nos. 4 & 6, relating to the police of the town of Port of
Spain, are to continue in force only to the end of the year 1837. It has not
appeared to me necessary to advise the King to make any positive order respecting
them. They will have their operation for the time for which they have been
passed, without being expressly confirmed by His Majesty. During the experi-
mental period you will have acquired such an acquaintance with the effects of the
new system of municipal police as will enable you, before the arrival of the ordi-
nances, to report with confidence your opinion respecting their probable effects on
the peace and good order of society.
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—No. 489. — —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 7 December 1835.

1 wave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s circular despatch of the 12th Vide p,

July last, requiring certain “‘ returns of the punishments inflicted upon the appren- *pecting the

tices to be forwarded to you monthly, and directing me to call upon the stipendiary ae of Slave

magistrates for the record of their proceedings in each case brought before them, p, 33°35,part’?

every month, in order that I may be enabled to exercise the most complete super-

intendence over those officers, and forwarding to me a specimen of the record so

| required.” ;
| In reply thereto, I have to acquaint your Lordship, that proper attention shall be

paid to the punctual transmission of the returns required, which I shall be able to

do, having now the whole of the stipendiary magistrates assigned to this colony

located in their respective districts.
With respect to the record, I herewith enclose the form of journal hitherto

received from each magistrate once in every quarter, which I consider to contain

sufficient record to enable me to exercise the desired superintendence. I have, in

compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, given directions to each of those

officers, to furnish’ me with it in future within one week after the expiration of each

month.

No. 439-

T@e

€ Abo.

T have, &c.
(signed) G.F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No. 439. Enclosure in
No. 439-

TRINIDAD. 9
District, ——__—_—-—— 183 .

 

 

COMPLAINANT. DEFENDANT.

 

Substance of Complaint. Substance of Defence.

 

 

Substance of Evidence for Complaint. Substance of Evidence for Defence. 
    

Time, Manner and Place
of Execution of Sentence. Opinion and Sentence. Remarks.

 
 

  
 

— No. 440. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hull, Bart., No. 440.

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 7 December 1835. Vide Pane
. f : . ip

I wap the honour, on the 22d ult., to receive your Lordship’s circular despatch tive to theAne”

of the 12th of October, andIlaid it before the Council of Government on the 183efSlavery,

25th ult. 2Part3,p. 5,

166.—I], The >
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The board resolved, “ that the Lieutenant-governor be requested to have an
ordinance prepared for the consideration of the Council, to give effect to the sug-
gestions of the said circular despatch.”
An ordinance was accordingly prepared (copy herewith), submitted to the Coun-

cil on the 5th instant, read a first time, printed, and set down for further considera-
tion on Saturdaynext, the 12th instant. .

I cannot anticipate that the ordinance will be passed in its present form and shape,
nor yet what alterations it may undergo. At present, however, I am enabled to
state that a strong opinion prevails amongst the intelligent part of the community,
that it is an interference with the fair and justifiable speculation of parties.
My own opinion I humbly state to be, that where misrepresentation, imposition

or fraud shall have been applied to induce the sale of compensation claims, measures
ought to be provided to relieve parties suffering injury by such means.

It is observable, that by the Spanish law any contract is null and void where a
party receives less than half the value of the thing sold.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No. 440.

Tue following is the draft of an ordinance prepared on the subject of Lord Glenelg’s
circular despatch, relating to the sale and purchase of compensation claims:

WHEREASmany persons in this colony, through ignorance or by fraudulent representations
or otherwise, have been induced, for inadequate considerations, to assign over their share and
interest in the fund or sum of 20,000,000 /., granted by an Act of the Imperial Parliament of
Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the third and fourth years of the reign of His present
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,
for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons
hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves:” And whereas all such and the like assign-
ments are opposed to public policy, and to the spirit and true intent of the said Act of Par-
liament, be it therefore and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by his Excellency the Right
honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill,bart, Tieutenant-governor and Commander-in-chietin
and over the said island, &c. &c., by and with the advice and consent of the Council thereof,
that all deeds, assignments, transfers, powers of attorney, contracts or agreements whatsoever,
whereby any interest, share or portion of any person whatsoever (of or in the said fund or
sum of 20,000,000 /.), was or was intended to be, or shall hereafter be, or be intended to be,
assigned, conveyed, sold or delivered, shall stand and operate as securities only to insure to
the assignee or purchasers of such interest, share or portion, the repayment to them of the
principal sums of money actually paid or advanced as and for the consideration for all such
deeds, assignments, transfers, powers of attorney, contracts or agreements, together with
interest upon such consideration money, at and after the rate of six per cent. per annum;
and also all sums of money that may have been properly expended by such assignee or put-
chaser in prosecuting the claim to such interest, portion or share, and in receiving the money
payable in respect thereof, and for no other purpose whatsoever; and every such assignee or
purchaser is hereby authorized and required, immediately upon the receipt by him of the
compensation money purchased by or assigned to him, to retain to his own use the princi-
pal sum so advanced or paid by him, together with interest and expenses as aforesaid, and
to pay over the balance that shall remain, after deducting such principal sum, interest and
expenses, to the person or persons who would have been entitled to the compensation
money, in case such assignment had not been effected.
And be it further enacted, that in every case where a purchaser, receiving any such com-

pensation money, shall not pay over the balance as aforesaid to the person or persons
entitled thereto, it shall be lawful for such person or persons to present a petition to the
chiefjudge of the colony, stating his complaint, and praying such relief as the nature of the

_case may require; and it shall be lawful for the said chiefjudge, and he is hereby required
to hear such petition’in a summary way, to examine, if he shall think necessary, the
petitioner, the party complained against, their or either of their agents or attornies in the
effecting any such assignment,and all other persons whomsoever, and, upon affidavits or vivé
voce or such other evidence as shall be produced upon such hearing, either to adjourn hear-
ing of or to determine the petition, and to make such order therein, and with respect to
the costs of such application as to him shall seem just. ;
And be it further enacted, that the said judge shall possess and exercise all such powers .

and authorities, in compelling the attendance of witnesses, and in carrying into execution
and enforcing obedience to any such order as aforesaid, or in any other matter relating to
such petition, the subject matter of it, or the hearing thereof, as the Court of First Instance
of Civil Jurisdiction, or the judges thereof, would possess or exercise in any action or suit
pending in the said court. .
And be it further enacted, that if any person, in taking any oath or making any affidavit

ur deposition, or giving any evidence under or in pursuance of this ordinance, shall wilfully
an
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and corruptly swear to any matter or thing which shall be false or untrue, such person so TRINIDAD.

offending, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be and is hereby declared to be subject —.

and liable to all the pains and penalties of persons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury by

any law in force at the time of such perjury committed.

 

—No. 441.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 441.

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Trinidad, 9 January 1836.

I Have herewith the honour to transmit for His Majesty’s approval, transcript Vige 4

of an ordinance, No. 8, intituled, ‘‘ An Ordinance for the Protection and Relief of =P No. 161.

Persons who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their Claims on the Com- ——

pensation Fund,” which was passed by myself, with the advice and consent of

the Council of Government of this island, on the 19th ult.
, I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

— No. 442. —

Extgacts of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 442.

to Lord Glenelg; dated Trinidad, 11 January 1836.

I nap the honour, by despatch, dated the 7th of last month, to state to your

Lordship that I had an ordinance prepared and laid before Council pursuant to the

suggestions of your circular despatch, on the sale and transfer of compensation

claims, a copy of which I then transmitted.
By this packet your Lordship will receive a copy of that ordinance, as it has Vide App. x,

finally passed into law. 8

In the course of discussion upon it in Council it underwent some alterations;

and for your satisfaction I enclose herewith the Minutes of Council, made on the

different days it was debated, accompanied by two protests, one from the chief

justice, against the third and fifth clauses. I do not concur with his Honour in his

objections to the third clause: seeing that the measure in itself is a strong inter-

ference with contracts which have actually been made, and operates as an er post

facto law, I am of opinion that those who wish to avail themselves of it ought to

proceed within 12 months to do so.
The same reasoning induced me to give the casting vote (see Minutes, p. 465)

against an amendment that would have kept open the power to minors of

proceeding, on coming of age, under this ordinance.
The objections of the chief justice to the fifth clause I shall leave to the impres

sion they may make on your Lordship’s judgment. He urges, that you should

disallow it. It was moved by the Solicitor-general on the third reading, and car-

tied by votes, seven to three (see Minutes, p. 465). Neither the Attorney-general

or Mr. Fuller have, as notified, sent in any protest.
* * * * *

The second protest is from the Solicitor-general against the whole measure,
which you will perceive by the minutes he took every means of defeating. I have

made one note on his protest at page 467.

 

Enclosure in No. 442.

Extracts from the Minutes of the Council of Government, dated the 25th November, Enclosure in

5th, 12th, 15th and 19th December 1835, upon the discussion of the Ordinance for the No. 442.

protection and relief of Persons who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their

Claims on the Compensation Fund.
Nee eeeEEE

Wednesday, 25th November 1835.

}His Excellency stated, that he had received by the last packet a circular despatch from

the ety of State, Lord Glenelg, dated the 12th of October 1835, which he considered

100.—IT,

to
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to be of such importance that he had caused the same to be printed and i
members, and moved that it be now read. P fumished to
The despatch was read.
His Excellency moved the following resolution :—“ Resolved, that his Excellenc the

Lieutenant-governor be requested, and Ihe is hereby requested to have an ordinance ptevared
for the consideration of the Council, to give effect to the suggestions of a circular despatch
dated the 12th October 1835, signed by His Majesty’s Secretary of State Lord Glenels.”

Resolution adopted. s

Saturday, 5th December 1835.

The Honourable the Attorney-general moved that the ordinance prepared pursuant to
the resolution of the board at its last meeting, for the protection and relief of persons
who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their claims on the Compensation Fund be
read afirst time.

Seconded by the Honourable the Comptroller, and unanimously adopted.
The ordinance was readafirst time.
His Excellency moved, that the second reading of this ordinance be taken into consi-

deration on Saturday next, the 12th inst.
Motion unanimously adopted.

Saturday, 12th December 1835.

fis Excellency moved, that the consideration of the second reading of the ordinance
tor the protection and relief of persons who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their
claims on the Compensation Fund, be postponed until Tuesday next.

Motion unanimously adopted.

Tuesday, 15th December 1835.

The Honourable the Attorney-general moved, that the ordinance for the protection and
relief of persons who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their claims on the Compen-
sation Fund, be now read a second time.

Seconded by the Honourable the Comptroller.
Votes: for, 6; against, §.

The Honourable the Solicitor-general gave notice that he would enter a protest against
the second reading of this ordinance.
The ordinance was then read a second time, and referred to committee.
The first clause being read ;
The Honourable the Solicitor-general moved, that the reading of this ordinance in com-

mittee be postponed; and that the Council do, at its next meeting, resolve itself into a
committee of the whole board, to inquire into the circumstances under which the assignments
of compensation monies in this colony have generally been made, and as to the existing
law as affecting such contracts, and of the individual costs attending any suits which may
be necessary to recover such compensation monies in which contracts for their transfers may
be nulland void under the laws now in force.

This motion not being seconded, was lost.
The Honourable theSolicitor-general moved that the words “ or otherwise,” in the second

line of the first clause, be omitted.
Seconded by the Honourable Mr. Neilson.
Votes: for, 3; against, 6.

The Honourable Mr. Fuller moved, that the word “ properly,” in the 24th line, be
omitted, and the words “ actually and bond fide” inserted.

Seconded by the Honourable the Solicitor-general.
Votes: for, §; against, 4.

The Honourable Mr. Fuller moved, that in the 2gth line, after the words “ respect thereof,”

there be inserted the following words “and also a commission of five per cent. on the amount

of the compensation money so transferred.”
Seconded by the Honourable the Solicitor-general.
Votes: for, 8; against, 1.

The 2d clause was read.
The Honourable the Solicitor-general moved, that the 2d clause be omitted, and the fol-

lowing inserted in lieu thereof; viz. ;
ad. That in every case where a purchaser receiving any such compensation-money, shall

not pay over the balance as aforesaid to the person or persons entitled thereto, it shall be
lawful for such person or persons to recover such balance in an action in any courtof conn

petent jurisdiction for money had and received to and for the use of such person; and ina

such actions instituted in the Court of First Instance of Civil Jurisdiction, the costs of such

actions shall be taxed and allowed as if such action was instituted for a sum under 120/,

currency, whatever be the amount therein demanded.
This motion not being seconded, was lost.

The Honourable the Attorney-general moved, that the following be substituted as the

ed clause; viz.
2d. And be it further enacted, that in every case where a purchaser, havingrecelye
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any such compensation-money, shall not pay over the balance as aforesaid to the person or

ersons entitled thereto,it shall be lawful for such person or persons to apply to the Court

of First Instance of Civil Jurisdiction, _stating his or their complaint, and praying such

relief as the nature of the case may require; and it shall be lawful for the judges of the said

court, and they are hereby required to hear such application by way of motion in a summary

way; to examine, if they shall think necessary, the applicant, the party complained against,

their or either of their agents or attornies in the effecting any such assignment, and all other

rsons whomsoever, and upon affidavits, or vivé voce or such other evidence as shall be

produced upon such hearing, either to adjourn the bearing of or to determine the application,

and to make such order therein, and with respect to the costs of such application, as to the

judges of the said court shall seem just; which order shall be enforced by way of attach-

ment or execution against any party refusing to comply with the same.

Seconded by the Honourable the Chief Justice.

Votes: for, 7; against, 1.

The Honourable the Solicitor-general gave notice that he would protest against the adop-

tion of the foregoing clause.

The 3d clause was read and adopted, the Honourable the Solicitor-general dissenting.

His Excellency moved, that this ordinance, as amended, be reprinted.

Motion unanimously adopted.
His Excellency moved, that the third reading of this ordinance be taken into consideration

on Saturday next.
Motion unanimously adopted.

Saturday, 19th December 1835.

The Honourable the Attorney-general moved, that the ordinance for the protection and

relief of persons who have transferred or may hereafter transfer their claims on the Compen-
sation Fund be now read a third time.
Seconded by the Honourable Mr. Roxburgh, and unanimously adopted.

The Honourable the Attorney-General moved that in the 1gth line, after the word
“portion,” all the words to the word “advanced” in the 2oth line, be struck out, and the

following words inserted: “The repayment or receipt of the value of the money or other
consideration truly and really paid, advanced, allowed or taken.”
Seconded by the Honourable the Chief Justice, and unanimously adopted.

The Honourable Mr. Neilson moved, that after the second clause the following clause be
inserted ; viz.

gd. And be it enacted, that all such applications as are hereinbefore mentioned, and all

actions and other proceedings under and by virtue of this ordinance, for the recovery of any
such balance or compensation monies as aforesaid, shall be brought within twelve calendar
months after the time when notice in writing of the actual receipt of such compensation
monies shall be given by the party who has received the same to the party who shall or
may be entitled to such balance or compensation money as aforesaid, and not afterwards.
Seconded by the Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable the Chief Justice moved, as an amendment, that the words “two
years” be substituted for the words “ twelve calendar months,” in the foregoing motion.

Seconded by the Honourable the Solicitor-general.
Votes: for, 4; against, 6.

The votes were then taken on the Honourable Mr. Neilson’s motion :
Votes: for, 73 against, 3.

The Honourable the Chief Justice moved, as an amendment on the Honourable
Mr. Neilson’s motion, that after the word “party” these words be inserted, “ being of

ull age,”
Seconded by the Honoorable Mr. Fuller.

For. Against.

Votes - - - - 5 5

His Excellency - - - 1

5 6

TheHonourables the Chief Justice and Attorney-general gave notice that they would
enter their protests against the rejection of the foregoing amendment.

The Honourable the Solicitor-general moved as a fifth clause; viz.
5th. Provided always, that nothingin this ordinance contained shall apply to any case in

which the net amount of the compensation monies actually received under and by virtue of
any such transfer, assignment, contract, power of attorney as aforesaid, after deducting all
expenses actually paid in the recovery thereof, shall not-exceed by one-fourth the amount of
the consideration money actually paid, given or allowed by the purchaser or assignee

‘thereof, unless such purchaser or assignee shall be proved to have been guilty of some impo-
sition or fraudulent misrepresentation in respect of such transfer.

Seconded by the Honourable Mr. Bland.
otes: for, 7; against, 3.
166.—II, The
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The Honourables the Chief Justice, Attorney-general and Mr. Fuller gave notice that
they would protest against the adoption of the foregoing motion.

The Honourable the Attorney-general moved, as a sixth clause,
6th. And be it enacted, that this ordinance shall take effect from and immediately

after the promulgation thereof.
Seconded by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and unanimously adopted.
His Excellency moved, that this ordinance, as amended, be now reada third time.
Votes: for, 6; against, 3.

The ordinance was read a third time.
His Excellency moved, that this ordinance do pass.
Votes: for, 6; against, 4.

The Honourable the Solicitor-general gave notice he would enter his protest to the passing
of this ordinance. ; °
The Honourable the Attorney-general moved the following resolution:
Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board of Council that it would be productive of

serious inconvenience to this colony to delay the promulgation of this ordinance until the
pleasure of His Majesty be known thereon, and that it is the advice and opinion of the
board that the same should be immediately promulgated.

Seconded by his Excellency, and unanimously adopted.

(signed) Thomas F. Johnston,
Clerk of Council.

PROTEST of the Cuter Justice.

Tue undersigned senior member of the Council of Government protests against the fifth
and third sections of the ordinance, intituled, “ For the Protection and Relief of Persons
who have transferred, or may hereafter transfer their Claims on the Compensation Fund,” for
the following causes :

First. Because the said fifth section is altogether opposed to the spirit of the wise, just and
humane measure recommended by His Majesty’s Secretary of State, Lord Glenelg, ia his
despatch to the Lieutenant-governor, dated the t2th day of October 1835, (which was
unanimously approved of by this board in its resolution passed on the 25th day of November
last, and was also fully adopted in the first section of the ordinance itself,) and will have
the effect, unless His Majesty should be graciously pleased to disallow such fifth section, of
defeating, in the great majority of cases, the advantages of the whole measure.

Secondly. Because the said fifth section is totally inconsistent with the provisions of the
first section; and is so devised as not only to introduce confusion and embarrassment into
the present enactment, but also to unsettle some important principles of law regulating
contracts; and in particular it is directly opposed to the established law of usury, inasmuch
as it openly and boldly endeavours to sanction the taking the enormous interest of at least
25 per ceut. on loans of money in cases where the lender incurs not the smallest risk of
losing any part of his principal; an unconscionable and illegal rate of profit, and oppressive
towards the unfortunate persons whom it is the object of the first section of the ordinance
to relieve.

Thirdly. Because the said fifth section, the obvious scope of which is to cripple the ordi-
nance and to render it as nearly as possible inoperative, and which was moved and mainly
carried against the humane and just recommendation of His Majesty’s Government, by
members of this board holding official situations under His Majesty, and their connexions,
was suddenly, at the end of the discussion upon the last reading, proposed, and at the
moment when the ordinance in its genuine state was supposed to be about to pass, so that
sufficient time was not allowed to impartial members, who had no personal interest in the
question, for giving a fair and full consideration to the nature and probable consequences of
the said fifth section.

Lastly. Because, as to the third section, the period of limitation of action fixed in that
section is too short, and also because the adopting a restrictive measure as to time, of the
nature proposed by that section, without introducing a provision saving the right of minors
and other persons lying under temporary disabilities, establishes a vicious precedent in
legislation.

26 December 1835. (signed) George Scotland.

PROTEST against the passing of the Ordinance, intituled, “ Aa Ordinanceforthe Pro-
tection and Relief of Persons who have transferred, or may hereafter transfer their Claims
on the Compensation Fund.”

Becausz this ordinance, inasmuch as it will rescind all contracts for the transfer of com-
pensation monies, which may prove to a certain extent advantageous to the purchasers,
however fair and reasonable cach contracts were at the time they were made, is in its prin-

ciple essentially unjust. Even if it were true that all such transters were opposed to public
policy, this would be a proper reason for prohibiting them in future, bat could never con-
stitute a just ground for rescinding them, ex postfacto. In truth, however, such transfers

; : are
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are not opposed topublic policy, but on the contrary, unless accompanied by such circum-

stances of fraud, imposition or gross inadequacy of consideration, as would render them

invalid under the existing laws, are mutually beneficial to both contracting parties, and

advantageous to the community in general.

Because, inasmuch as the amount of the compensation money, and the time of payment

depended entirely on uncertain contingencies, they naturally and fairly became the subject

of speculation. The former was contingent on the number of slaves, and the actual value

for which they were transferred within a limited period in this colony, as compared with

similar facts in all the other slave colonies of Great Britain; now, even as respects this

colony, the best informed resident could scarcely have predicted the result of the inquiry

so as to ascertain its effects on the division of the Compensation Fund, within 30 or 40 per

cent., and as respected the other colonies, including Jamaica, the Cape of Good Hope and

the Mauritius, where the result would make a difference of 100 to 1§0 per cent. on the

compensation money payable here, the calculation must have heen founded on mere con-

jecture. Even at the present moment, six or eight months after the inter-colonial appor-

tionment of the 20 millions has been made, there is still an uncertainty respecting the com-

pensation money payable to individuals in Trinidad, depending on the decision of the com-

missioners, amounting to one-ninth, or 11 per cent. on the whole amount receivable by

theni. The rate of exchange at which the currency of the island is reduced into sterling

money, in which the compensation money is payable, has fallen within the last fourmonths

from 250 to 225 per cent., and when to these causes are added the necessary fluctuations

in the value of all Government securities, to which a fund like the compensation money is

particularly liable, and which were of course materially increased by the knowledge that a

motion was to be made by the leader of a powerful party in the House of Commons to post-

pone its payment indefinitely, it will be apparent that great uncertainty must have neces-

sarily existed as to the value of the interest which each proprietor of each slave in this

colony had in the Compensation Fund, and that this value must have varied from time to

time as the elements of the calculation of its amount became better ascertained, and this

quite independent of all unreasonable distrust ofthe good faith or punctuality of the Govern-

ment. It is very questionable if it would have been politic to have prevented all specula-

tions on this uncertainty, by originally making the compensation monies untransferrable,

since there must always be individuals whose interest it suits to reduce their expectations

into certainty, and others whom it equally suits to enter into and abide by the result of such

speculations ; and such transfers were most certainly, to the extent of many thousands of

pounds, made by men of education, intelligence and independent fortune, who may perhaps

consider it dishonest to avail themselves ofthe opportunity which the Legislature has given

them of rescinding the engagements so made; but as such transfers were not prohibited

before, they certainly should not have been annulled after they were made.

Because the only justification of sucha legislative measure as this ordinance would have

been the production of conclusive evidence, showing that all contracts for the transferof

compensation monies had been made under circumstances which rendered them illegal or

inequitable. Whereas the Council have refused to make any inquiry on the subject, and at

the present moment not merely is there no proof before the board to negative the assertion

that has been made, that, with few exceptions, the transfers of compensation monies have

been made for fair, just and equitable considerations,* but not evena tittle of evidence*

has been produced to establish the existence of one single contract made underdifferent

circumstances.

Because, although such a legislative measure might be required in colonies under

English laws, to provide a speedy and cheap remedy for the benefit of persons who, from

the circumstances under which their compensation monies were transferred, might be

entitled to relief in a court of equity, which they could not afford to claim, yet this was not,

in any degree, the case in Trinidad. All contracts founded on fraud and imposition, and

those in which the inadequacy of consideration amounts to more than one-half, are, by the

Spanish law, absolutely null and void; and the difference may be recovered in the simplest

form of action, with all the advantages of an examination of the defendant on oath, and

compelling him to produce his books and papers ; and under this proceeding (inasmuch as

both the practice of the court and costs of suit have been reformed within a very late

period), it is fair to presume, and it is certainly true, that the relief demanded is obtainedas

cheaply as possible, and as speedily as is consistent with the fair administration of justice

between the litigant parties. Indeed, unless new rules of practice are adopted in the court

for these particular cases, it will be very questionable whether an action will not be

a cheaper and speedier remedy than the proceeding by motion given by the ordinance. For

these reasons it appears, that as it applies to contracts for the transfer of compensation

monies which, under the existing laws and the established principles of equity, are invalid,

the ordinance is unnecessary; as it applies to such contracts as, without it, would have been

valid and binding, it is unjust, and therefore impolitic.
(signed) Edward Jackson.

24 December 1835.

 

* Note by the Lieutenant-governor.|—Testimony was borne by various members of Council, ray, by

Mr. Jackson himself, that it was notorious that small proprietors had been induced, to a large extent,

to sell their compensation claims at a large undervalue.

I 66.—II,
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— No. 443. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 February 1836.
I wave received your despatches, dated the 9th of January and the 11th of

January, enclosing an ordinance passed by you, with the advice and the consent of
the Legislative Council of Trinidad, dated the 19th of December, and intituled,
“ An Ordinance for the Protection and Relief of Persons who have transferred, or
may hereafter transfer their Claims on the Compensation Fund.”

I have perused the minutes of the Council, and especially the protests of the
Chief Justice and the Solicitor-general on this occasion, with the attention which is
so peculiarly due to their opinions on such questions as those to which this ordi-
nance gave rise. It is a source of just satisfaction to perceive, that upon a subject
of permanent and general policy, the public officers of Trinidad, in their places in
the Council, vote and act with such freedom and independence of opinionaseffec-
tually to repel the imputation which has been made of their entire subserviency to

the Governor of the colony.
The Solicitor-general’s protest against this ordinance proceeds, first, on the ground

that no proof has been given of the existence of the abuse which it is designed to
redress. You have remarked, that the notoriety of the fact superseded the necessity
for such evidence. It may perhaps be a better answer, that if the claims on the
Compensation Fund have not been really bought up at an exorbitant discount, the
law may indeed be unnecessary, but will at least be innoxious.

Secondly. The Solicitor-general contends, that the law of Spain, as it prevails in

Trinidad, has already made adequate provision for this case, by declaring the inva-
lidity of sales in which the price paid does not exceed one-half of the value of the
commodity purchased. I express no opinion on.the wisdom of this law, but would
observe only that it is a law made for ordinary times, and not for extraordinary
contingefcies. Assuming it to be right, that contracts should not be generally

vitiated for defect of price, unless amounting to 50 per cent., there is no inconsis-
tency in applying a different rule in a case in which almost every proprietor in the
whole society became suddenly possessed of property readily convertible into
money, andyet liable to depreciation to an indefinite extent by the influenceof
popular illusion, Here was an occasion on which the fabricators of false intelli-

gence had a direct interest in the panic they produced, and in which the ignorant
and helpless part of society became the inevitable victims of the artifices of those

who possessed better intelligence. So very extraordinary an occasion may well
justify some departure from ordinary rules.

But the case is understated when viewed only in its relation to the conflicting

claims of individuals, buyers and sellers. The public at large has a very deep

interest in securing the enjoyment of the compensation money to the persons for
whose benefit it was really granted.

Thirdly. The Solicitor-general contradicts the statement, that the purchasers of

claims incurred no risk, asserting that neither party knew what would be the amount

of the compensation awarded to the island, or what would ultimately prove the

value of the claim bought and sold. It is perfectly true that the purchaser took the

risk of obtaining more or less from the compensation commissioners; and if the

Solicitor-general had alleged and proved, or had even asserted his belief of the

existence of a single case in which this uncertainty had been advantageous to the
claimant and injurious to the purchaser, I should admit that he had raised a con-

siderable objection to the principle of this law. But the mere supposition of ima-

ginary and possible cases cannot prevail over the certain conviction that they have

no real existence. We run no risk of committing injustice by taking it for granted,

that in the dealings between the monied men of Trinidad and the necessitous
holders of slaves, the miscalculation of the amount of the future award was invarl-

ably unfavourable to those whose necessities or alarms urged them into these pre-

mature sales.
The Chief Justice, adverting to the opposite view of the general question,

objects, first, to the limitation of 12 months as the period within which the demand

for restitution must be made. I agree that the time is short, but it is of so muc
public
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public importance that these contentions should be terminated, that Ido not con- TRINIDAD.

sider myself at libertyto advise His Majesty to interpose his authority for the —

enlargement of this period.

For the same reason I think it right to acquiesce in the omission of any clause

reserving to infants, and others labouring under disabilities, an opportunity of

advancing their claims when those disabilities shall be removed. Such cases can

be but very rare, and a right which is at once so recent, so notorious and so easily

established will not readily be overlooked or neglected by guardians and others

authorized to act for the benefit of this class of persons.

The objection made by the Chief Justice to the 5th clause seems to me, however,

conclusive. It is repugnant to the general principle of the ordinance. I can dis-

cover no reason whya contract is to be protected if the purchaser should obtain a

benefit of 25 per cent. or less, while it is to be rescinded if the benefit shall exceed

that proportion. ‘The simple and intelligible principle is that of converting the sale

into a pledge. The 5th clause would fix an arbitrary rule, for which no justifica-

tion is assigned, and of which none has occurred to myself.

I have humbly submitted this ordinance to the King, with the preceding remarks

upon it, and I have received His Majesty’s commands to signify to you his appro-

bation and allowance of this law, with the exception, of the 5th clause already

noticed, which His Majesty is pleased to disallow.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 444 —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., No. 444.

to Lord Glenelg, dated Trinidad, g January 1836.

Your Lordship will receive herewith a report from the chief of police of the ————_____

good order that prevailed during the late holidays.

 

Enclosure in No. 444.

Police Office, Port of Spain, 7 January 1836. .

Tue chief of police, in obedience to his Excellency’s command, has the honour to lay Enclosure in

before his Excellency a report of the state of the town and suburbs during the late Christ- No. 444.

mas holidays, as relating to the conduct of the apprentices and the inhabitants in general,

domiciled in the town and suburbs. The behaviour of the former class was exceedingly

quiet and orderly, and far more so than has been the case for many years previous. The

conduct of the latter class, a great proportion of whom are embodied in the militia, was

quiet and orderly; and no disturbance took place during the usual merry-making of the

season. The chief of police has particularly to remark the good effect produced by the new

Police Billi or Ordinance.
(signed) Benjamin Hughes,

 

To his Excellency Sir G. F. Hill, bart., Chief of Police.

&e. &e, &e.

— No. 445. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir No. 445-

G. F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 27 February 1836.

IHAvE received your despatch of the gth January, and I have had great salis-

faction in finding that the chief of the police had been enabled to make'so favourable

a report ofthe conduct both of the apprentices and of the other inhabitants of Port

of Spain and its suburbs during the Christmas holidays, and of the good effects of _

the new police ordinance.

106.—II.
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ST. LUCIA.

— No. 446, —

No. 446. Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.3.,
to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government Office, St. Lucia,.5 Feb. 1835.

jamatios, | I HAvE the honour to transmit herewith ‘the following proclamation, changingal . . weFor en No. 162. the public market-day from Monday to Saturday in each week, for reasons assigned
videoP in the accompanying letter.

Enclosure in
No. 446,

Sir,
T HAVE

to the effect that it woul
health of the apprentice,
which should be passed i
journeying to and from t

he inconvenience,
two days in the week,
day and his superintendents on another,
circumstances into consideration,
observance of the Sabbath, I ha
the future, and commencin
places within the colony,
Monday, shall be Saturday.

 

(Circular.)

had urgent re

as at present, viz.,

Enclosure in No. 446.

Government Office, St. Lucia, 3 February 1835.

I

resentations from several influential members of the community,
be more advantageous to the interests of the planter and to the

were the latter to resume his weekly labour immediately after a day
n repose, rather than after the Monday which is now occupied in
he market, and in attendance there. .

and particularly during crop-time, of causing a cessation of labour for
by the apprentice frequenting the market on one

has been alsopointed out to me; and taking these
but most especially with a view to insure a more hallows
ve thought it fit to issue a proclamation directing that, l

g with Saturday next, the day for the holding marketsat a
at which it has heretofore been customary to hold markets on

have
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[ have to request you will cause this change to be made known and observed throughout ST. LUCIA,

our district, and I sincerely trust it will be productive of each of the several benefits fo —

the attainment of which my efforts have been directed.

. .
I have, &c.

To the Special Justices and (signed) Dudley Hill,

Justices of the Peace, &c. &ec. &e.
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

— No. 447. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B., No. 447.

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 8 July 1835.

Luave the honour to transmit herewith an ordinance, No. 8, enacted by the fo, +...

Legislative Council of this colony, for punishing persons employing and harbour- No, Ordinance,

ing runaway apprenticed labourers, which I request your Lordship will be pleased dix, No. i,APpen-

to submit for His Majesty’s approval.
PB

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill,

Lieutenant-Governor.

 

— No. 448, —~

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor No. 448.

Sir Dudley Hill, k.c.B.

Sir, Downing-stree., 8 October 1835.

I HAVE received your despatch, dated the Sth of July last, enclosing an

ordinance enacted by yourself and the Legislative Council of St. Lucia, for punish-

ing persons employing and harbouring runaway apprenticed labourers.

1 have received His Majesty’s commands to acquaint you, that he has been

graciously pleased to confirm and allow this ordinance.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 449. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B.,. No. 449.

to Lord Glenelg, dated Government Office, Castries, 4 August 1835.

Onz year’s trial of the new measure having now satisfied me, by its successful

operation, that a partial reduction might be effected, it affords me much satisfaction

to announce to your Lordship, that at the expiration of the first year of emancl-

pation, I caused 3 serjeants and 15 men to be struck off the police force, thereby

creating a saving to the colony of 1,0002, a year.

This measure has not been effected without much consideration and previous

arrangement, and I have urged on the stipendiary magistrates, as well as the planters

themselves, the great advantages which will accrue to the colony generally, by

having the duties of constables more extensively performed by the best and most

Intelligent apprentices on their estates.
I do not think I can better put your Lordship in possession of the manner in

which I have recommended the adoption of this plan, than by sending a copyof

my circular letter which appears in the gazette of this island, and which, I trust,

will meet with your Lordship’s approbation.

 

, Enclosure in No. 449.

(Circular.)

Sir, Government Office, Castries, 23 July 1835. Enclosure iz”

_ One year has nearly elapsed since the Act for the Abolition of Slavery was put in force No. 449.

in this colony.

166.—I1,
For
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For the better carrying into effect the provisions ordained by His Majesty’s Order in
Council, relating to this most important measure, it was necessary to organize and establish
an effective police force, which fortunately, under the prudent directions of themagistracy,
has, through its efficiency, preserved the island of St. Lucia in as peaceablea state as under
existing circumstances, and in a period of no small anxiety, could be expected.

His Excellency the Lieutenaut-governor, ever anxious to relieve the colony from the
weight of expenditure that so heavily presses on its inhabitants, is now induced, in conse-
uence of the present tranquillity which pervades the whole of the districts, and in consi-

deration of the planters having finished getting in their crops, to make a partial reduction
in the police force hereinbefore mentioned. The manner proposed by his Excellency to
effect this object is to reduce onestation in each district; and those to remain undisturbed
he has selected, after mature deliberation, not only with reference to their local positions,
and the number of estates contiguous, but from a consideration that the existing stations
will enable the magistrates more conveniently to carry on the public service, and also that
the force thus distributed will be better adapted to the protection of the colony at large.
The police force, according to the new arrangement, will be stationed as follows, and

will consist of one serjeant and five policemen at each station:

ist District: —1st Station - - - - Gros Ilet.
ed Station - - - - Anse des Roseaux.

2d District :—1st Station - - - - Saufriere.
ed Station - - - - Choiseul.

3d District :—ist Station - - - - Vieuxfort. °
ed Station - - - - Micond.

By the above arrangements you willperceive it is his Excellency’s intention to reduce
the stations now posted at the Marquis, Laborie and Dennery.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor desires I would call your particular attention to
the selection of those serjeants and men from the whole force under your orders at present,
who, from their effective services as policemen and their creditable appearance, and, above
all, their correct and sober conduct, may be considered most preferable to compose those
stations to be retained; and his Excellency authorizes you, in the present instance, to
make this selection, reporting the names, and any changes you may make, immediately to
this office for his final approval.
As this change is to take place from the 1st August next, on which day one serjeant and

five policemen of your district will be struck off your strength, and consequently not entitled
to pay, you will make arrangements accordingly, and send to the Colonial Treasury for the
month’s pay now due, so that the policemen may be paid on being discharged.
You will also have delivered over to you the constables’ staves, which are to be sent to

this office as soon as convenient after the ist August; and in acquainting those policemen
that their services are no longer required, you will intimate to them that they are dis-
charged, not from any fault of theirs, but from the necessity of reducing the establishment,
and rendering it more in consonance with the financial state of the colony.
You will likewise convey to them, generally, his Excellency the Governor’s approbation

of their conduct for the services they have perfurmed during a year of much anxiety in the
colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Hanley,

To the Stipendiary Magistrates. Colonial Secretary.

 

— No. 450.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.3.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 September 1835.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch ofthe 4th ultimo,

reporting that a considerable reduction had been made by you in the police force

of St. Lucia.
This reduction, regarded merely as a question of finance, would have afforded

me great satisfaction; but this feeling is much enhanced when I consider it as an

evidence of the peaceable conduct of the apprenticed Jabourers, and of the success-

ful operation of the new system in the colony under your government. It cannot

fail to be a source of gratification to His Majesty’s Government to receive from

you those assurances of the tranquil state of the island, which alone could have
justified the course you have adopted.

I approve of the instructions which on the diminution of the police force you
issued to the special magistrates. They appear well calculated to -prevent any
embarrassment which might have attended this reduction. .

I entirely
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I entirely approve also of your recommendation to organize, more extensively,

aconstabulary force amongst the apprentices themselves; sucha system, if properly

regulated and confined to the advancement of the most deserving and intelligent of

that class, would operate as a relief to the colony, and would generate among

the negroes dispositions and habits from which very great advantages might be

anticipated.
I have, &c..

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 451. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x. c. B.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 6 August 1835.
I nave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s circular despatch of the

18th June last, calling for certain returns to be laid before the House ofCommons.

In consequence of the various changes of stipendiary as well as provisional sti- ie
Mon of
1 836, Ppendiary magistrates in this colony, it is impossible to procure from the gentlemen

now employed the returns of punishments, &c. required; I am therefore only
enabled to furnish them from the journals which I have had regularly transmitted

to me, and are deposited in the Government-office, and I will, with the least possi-

ble delay, have them prepared and forwarded.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

— No. 452. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c. B.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 7 August 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular-

despatch of the 15th June last, and in referring to the subject of its contents I must 1

solicit your Lordship’s permission for entering into some explanations as far as

regards the appointment of special magistrates in this colony.

On my arrival in St. Lucia early in July 1834, I found that no preparation
whatever had been made for carrying into effect, or even in any way providing for
the great change which was about to take place. There was no police force formed,

nor were there any steps taken to organize such a body; no stipendiary magistrates

were appointed, nor any immediately expected ; and although I had been given to
understand, previous to my departure from England, thatI should have 5,5004. at

my disposal, to enable me to meet contingencies, as well as carry into operation the

Order in Council for the abolition of slavery, I found that only a small propor-

tion, viz. 1,500/., had been reserved for my use. .

My first object was, of course, to form an efficient police force, which having

accomplished, my attention was next directed to the appointment of persons who,

from my partial local experience, I thought best qualified to fill the situations of

provisional stipendiary magistrates, unaided, as I then was, by the assistance of any

gentleman from the mother country to carry the provisions of the Abolition Act
into operation, the period for which was so rapidly approaching ; and my situation

was not the less embarrassing when I observed the great anxiety evinced by the

master, as well as the slave, at the approach of a crisis which was to cause such a
change in their relative position.

I have been led to dwell on this subject, in order that your Lordship may be

acquainted with the very critical position in which I was then placed, and to show

the absolute necessity that existed for making those provisional appointments until

the arrival of stipendiary magistrates from England, the first of whom did not reach

this colony until four months after the Abolition Act had been promulgated. —
From the great difficulty that existed in keeping up a communication with differ-

ent parts of the country, caused by the almost impracticable state of the roads in
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many places, which I personally experienced in my several visits to the estates
throughout the island for the purpose of explaining the nature of the changes about
to take place, I saw that it was impossible for the provisional stipendiary magis-
trates, without assistance, to perform in an efficient and satisfactorymannerthe
very arduous duties allotted to them, and therefore felt the necessity of appointing
a few special justices to assist them; and I feel persuaded that your Lordship will
see that I had no other alternative than that of acting as I had done, and that [

shall be acquitted of the slightest wish or intention of infringing on the Order in

Council by the temporary appointments which, under existing circumstances stated,
I felt myself compelled to make.

I have now the honour to inform your Lordship that, in compliance with the
directions contained in your circular despatch of 15th June 1835, I have recalled
the few commissions which I had granted to special justices in the colony, and that

there now remains only the three stipendiary magistrates who are solely charged
with the authority over the apprentices, as granted by the Order in Council; and I
consider it but an act of justice to the former gentlemen, who afforded their services

gratuitously for almost a year, to declare that in no instance has it come to my

knowledge that their acts and judgments have been otherwise than marked by

justice and clemency.
I much fear that the duties which now devolve on the three stipendiaries will be

too onerous, but I will allow a short period to elapse, for the purpose of ascertain-

ing with more certainty whether the gentlemen now acting are adequate to the per-

formance of them, whenI shall do myself the honour of reporting accordingly.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

— No. 453. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir Dudley Hill, x. c. B.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 September 1835.

I nave received your despatch of the 7th August, reporting your receipt and

execution of the instructions contained in my circular despatch of the 15th June

for recalling the special unpaid commissions.
You express your doubts as to the sufficiency of three stipendiary magistrates to

administer the apprentice law in St. Lucia, but defer giving a decided opinion until

you should have acquired the advantage of further experience.

In dispensing with the services of the local magistracy, His Majesty's Govern-

ment did not fail to anticipate and to provide for the increased demand for the

services of paid magistrates which that measure would create.
Under the new apportionment one additional magistrate has been allotted to St.

Lucia, making four in all. I trust that this number will be found fully adequate

to an efficient administration of the law. Lieutenant John, the gentleman who has

received the supplementary appointment, will probably arrive in St. Lucia previ-

ously to your receipt of my present despatch.
Before I close this communication I think it right to add, in reference to the

explanations into which you have entered on the subject of the special unpaid com-

missions, now cancelled, that I am satisfied that in issuing those commissions you

only exercised a proper and necessary discretion, and that under the urgent circum-

stances of the case, the course which you adopted was indispensable to the execu-

tion of the law.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 454, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, GovernmentOffice, St. Lucia, 18 August 1835.

By the last mail I had the honour of acquainting your Lordship with my having

recalled all commissions which were granted to special justices in this colony, and

I then expressed my fears that the duties which would thereby devolve upon the

three stipendiary magistrates would be too onerous for them. I have now bad an

opportunity of satisfying myself upon this head, and beg to observe, that I consider

it absolutely necessary that some additional assistance should be granted for the

adequate fulfilment of the very important duties attached to the office.

Considering the mountainous nature of the country, the rivers and ravines with

which the island abounds, being, from heavy rains, frequently impassable, the great

difficulty of communication at all times from the ruinous state of the roads, the

very detached situation of the estates in many parts, with the necessity of their

being frequently visited, ‘I trust your Lordship will not consider it unreasonable on

my part in requesting the appointment of two additional magistrates for this colony,

and should the same be granted, I would take leave to recommend that, in their

selection, a knowledge of the French language be considered as indispensable.

I beg also to submit to your Lordship, that in the event of any one of the three

stipendiary magistrates being unable from sickness to perform his arduous duties

for any time, (a circumstance not at all improbable in this fearful climate) the same

must either be neglected, to the great detriment of the interests of the colony, or I

must be compelled to make provisional appointments during such indisposition,

a measure I am anxious to avoid, as being contrary to the spirit of the Order in

Council.
It may not be unnecessary to remark, that the present application has no refer-

ence to the proposed appointment of a resident magistrate for the town of Castries,

as recommended in my despatch for remodelling the judicial establishment of the

colony.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

— No. 455.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley

Hill, k.c. 3B.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 October 1835.

I uAvE bad the honour to receive your despatch of the 18th August, in which

you express your opinion with reference to the withdrawal of the unpaid special

commissions, that two additional magistrates, making five in all, will be required

for St. Lucia.

My despatch of the 29th ultimo, which you had not received at the date of

your present communication, will apprize you of the allotment which I have

already made of four magistrates for the island under your government. In the

absence of any decided opinion from you on the subject, it appeared to me that

this number bore a fair’proportion to the relative wants of St. Lucia, according to

the general distribution of the total number of magistrates for whose servicesPar-

liament had made provision; but as you are anxious that there should not be

fewer than five in St. Lucia, I am glad to find myself enabled to apply a reserved

appointment to the services of that colony.
_ Ushall lose no time in selecting a person for this purpose duly qualified, as well

in other respects as in possessing a knowledge of the French language, to the

importance of which you specially call my attention; and I trust that his arrival

in the island will speedily foll our receipt of this despatch.

peeay fonow yon P I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 456. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.3., to.
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 2 September 1835,
Tus Legislative Council of this colony have been for some time past employed

by my directions in framing and discussing an ordinance, No. 10, for the better
regulating of the police, as well as abolishing many abuses, and enacting various
salutary measures which, trom the progressive improvement in our social system,
was imperatively called for.

This ordinance has passed the Council by a majority of members, and I have
4. now the honour of transmitting it, with a recommendation that it may be sub.

mitted for His Majesty’s gracious approval, with the exception of one particular
case, which I beg to bring under your Lordship’s notice.
By that part of clause No. 7, which lays down -regulations for the conduct of

the police, it is enacted, that no negro drums shall be allowed to be beat in the
town of Castries. This is a measure which I consider to be as unjust as it is arbi-
trary, and by the adoption of which no beneficial results can be derived, whilst it
deprives the humbler class of society of those innocent pleasures to which I con-
sider them to be fairly entitled, and which they have hitherto been allowed, under
certain restrictions, to enjoy. I know.of no amusement to which the negro of
both sexes looks forward with more delight than that of dancing to the beating of
the drum, (not unlike the English kettle-drum), and to.deprive them of the enjoy-
ment of this harmless recreation, would be, in my opinion, an act of uncalled-for
and unmerited severity; I therefore most respectfully submit my hope, that should
His Majesty be graciously pleased to give His Royal approbation to this ordi-
nance, that part which prohibits the negroes from beating their drums in the town
of Castries, may be ordered to be expunged from the clause, and that they may
be permitted, as has hitherto been the case, to enjoy themselves under proper

- restrictions.

No. 457.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill, Lieut.-Governor.

 

—No. 457. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley
Hill, x.c.B.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 February 1836.
I nave received your despatch dated the 2d of September last, enclosing an

ordinance passed by yourself and the Legislative Council of St. Lucia, on the
24th of August last, intituled “ An Ordinance for providing more effectually for
the general Police of the Suburbs, Town and Harbour of Castries, for constructing
and repairing the Wharfs,. and consolidating or amending all Laws, Ordinances
and Regulations relating to the subject of this present Ordinance.”

Having laid before the King this ordinance, with your remarks upon it, I have
received His Majesty’s commands to inform you, that in conformity with your
opinion and advice His Majesty is pleased to disallow so much of the 7th clause
of this ordinance as prohibits the beating of negro drums in the town of Castries.
The prohibition is conceived in terms so unlimited as to amount toa virtual inter-
dict upon an amusement which, under proper police regulation, may not only be
innocent but highly useful, as tending to maintain exhilaration and cheerfulness of
spirit, and to keep alive interests and pursuits of an inoffensive nature. It would
be an error too obvious for formal refutation to regard the pastimes of an unlet-
tered and dense civic population as a matter unworthy the serious attention of the
Legislature. If the negroes of Castries are not allowed to dance, it may be very
confidently foretold that they will betake themselves to some less harmless employ-
ment of their leisure time.
On the other hand, it must be confessed, that the habit of dancing ina large

town to nu other sound than that of the drums, may beaserious annoyance to
those
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those who do not partake of the predilection of the negroes in favour of this species ST. LUCIA.

of music, (if so it must be termed) ; nor will any objections be made to the enact- —

ment of a law which shall be properly framed for protecting society against the

abuse of this indulgence.

His Majesty is graciously pleased to confirm and allow the rest of this ordi-

nance.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 458. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, k.c.3., No. 458.
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 3 Sept. 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the following Act, passed within this

government, which I request you will be pleased to submit for His Majesty’s
approval:
No.11. An Ordinance, appointing a Day for the Registrar of Slaves to deliver Fo, ¢,,.

to every employer of Apprenticed Labourers a List, for the purpose of classi- No. 1ence
fication. Pendix, ny AE-

I have, &c. OS
(signed) Dudley Hill,

Lieutenant-Govervor.

 

— No. 459. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor No. 459-
Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.s.

Sir, Downing-street, 24 November 1835.

I HAVE received, and have laid before the King, your despatch of the 3d Sep-
tember last, transmitting an ordinance, passed by yourself and the Legislative
Council of St. Lucia, intituled, No. 11, ‘¢ An Ordinance, appointing a day for the
Registrar of Slaves to deliver to every Employer of Apprenticed Labourers a List,
for the purpose of classification.”
- I have the honour to convey to you His Majesty’s gracious approval of this
ordinance.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 460.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B., No. 460.
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 15 Sept. 1835.

1 now do myself the honour of forwarding the various returns called for by your pp.

Lordship’s circular despatch of 18th June last, to be laid before the House of 18JuneCirculay

Commons. relativetaane ers
The delay in the transmission of these returns, as I before intimated to your “on of Slavery”

Lordship, has been occasioned by my being obliged to have those of the number Heart a ps,

and nature of punishments, &c., made out in this office, from the journals sent in

by the different magistrates who have been so frequently changed in this colony.

I avail myself of this occasion of bringing under your Lordship’s observation

that, in some cases, and even for minor offences, there appears to be adifference

in the punishment awarded; but having required from the respective magistrates

the cause of this apparent inconsistency, I have been informed that the former

good conduct of the individual has invariably been taken into consideration, and
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that they have in consequence been lenient in the punishment; whilst to the
refractory and those of general bad conduct, they have considered it their duty to
act with greater severity.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill,

Lieutenant-Governor,

 

Enclosures in No. 460.

(No. 1.)

RETURN of the Names of all Speciat or StipENDIARY MacistTRATEs who have
been removed from or resigned their Offices in St, Lucia.

 

NAME, OFFICE, REMARKS,

 

R. Fitzgerald
J.J. Oddy

R. S. Robinson
L. Doussard

Removed to Jamaica.
Absent, on leave, to England,

for six months,

stipendy magistrate -
ditto - -— -A ‘ i]

-| special justice-| ditto’ - The commissions ofthe spe-

  
 

~ 5s . ~ >|{ cial justices have been re-
b. Go irettes mE ato ~~ |} called, in compliance with in-
IMAlexander _ " -| ditto - __ {|| structions contained ina cir-
D. St. Phil; ~ . 2 -| ditto -  - -||{ culardespatch from theRight
M Sarrauter - _ .  .| ditto - . || BOnourable the Secretary of
J. Richardson - - _ ditto - . _|| State for the Colonies, dated

G. Cotter - - - - «| ditto - - -|} 18 June 1835.

(signed) Dudley Hill, Lieut.-Governor.

(No. 2.)

RETURN of the Number and Nature of the Punisuments inflicted on the APPRENTICED
Lazourers in the Colony of St. Lucia, by the Special or Stipendiary Magistrates, from
1 August 1834 to 31 July 1835, inclusive.

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

          

  

 

 

 

 

Apprentice Whipping| Impri- Extra Stock
Population ineach, Whipping. | audJm- | Jo| Labour. ‘ocks,

DISTRICT. District. | prisonment.

Male. Female! M.| F. | M.| F. | M.| PF. | Mm. | F. a.| fF,

| *
First District - - - =| 1,386 1,635, y6| —| 21] -| -] 15] 21} 29] 6] 8

Second District - - - | 1,913] 2,1 16) 43) -153] -| 6)12/13])12] -

Third District - - - | 1,054) 1,262 joo} =] 5] = 71313) 29/ 19] 7

Totaz Apprentice Population) |122 5,013| : —
oTaL Apprentice Population = : _ _ | 6| 24
in the Three Districts - "} 9,366 P39 79 13 } 40 | 63| 59

Hard Imprison-| Solitary Pill Total GRAND
ment aud Con- illory. . .

Labour. lyyardLabour| finement. J Punishments. |TOTAL. DISTRICT.

M.| F.| M.| PF. | M.] F.j M. [| F. M. F. M.& F.

#*| 1 43 | 60} ~| -1} -] -]{ 188] 118 306 | First District.

1] 4] 20} 52] -] -] -—]| =| 136 87 223 | Second District.

12/26) 3} 8] af] 7] =} 114 157 92 249 | Third District.

Torax Apprentice Population
14/36| 66 120] 2! 7] -J| 112 | 481 | 297 778 { in the aee Districts.    
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(No. 3.)

Sr. Lucta.—A RETURN of all Arprenricep Lazourgns discharged from their Apprenticeship,
from 1 August 1834 to 1 August 1835.
 

APpPRENTICED LABOURERS DISCHARGED BY CONTRACT.

 

 

     
 

Names of late Date

No. Names of Apprentices. Owners or Employers. of Discharge. CONSIDERATION.

1 | Pat Ewing - - - | Hon, William Muter - -| 18 Sept. 1834| - - - good services.

a | August Laraisonneuse - Hon. James Macfarlane -| 2Oct. - - - - - ditto.

3| Felicite Dereusseau - | Hon. James Macfarlane -[14 = - - - - - ditto.

4 | Adrien Avril - * -|Mongés Lousteau - °|25 = - - - - - ditto.

5| Felicité Francisque - | M™eC, Mallet Paret - -| GNov. — - - - - ditto.

6| Garcon Leféneant - - | Melle M A. Desource -|20 - ~ - - - - ditto.

7 \ Charles Pompé - - | Veuve Langelier - -{ 28 — - - - « - ditto.

8| Isaac Jacques - «| Eusebe Valmont Lauriol -| 7Dec. = |- - = = ditto,

g} Jean Francois - -| Placide Dubois- - -[{16 - - | £5012 9g sterl.

10| Rosalie Reine - - | Dellee S, & A. Ansen L’Abbé| 31 = - j- - - - ditto.

11 | Clarice Thomas - -| T. M. T. Babonneau - - | 14 Jan. 1835| - - - ditto.

12 | Eutrope Thomas - -| Augier Freres - - -| g Feb. - 51 1 8° Steril.

13 | Jean Baptiste Juin - - | Augier Fréres - - -| 9 - - 51 1 3° #&terl.

14| Rosiette Francois - - | Placide Dubois - - -|17 = ~ 38 5 11 sterl.

15|Nancy dite Elizabeth R.Z.Decade - - -| 6Mar. - 23:18 §& 4sterl.

16| Eliza Latendresse - -| Alexander Chaumont -| 8 - - - - - - ditto.

17 | Nelly Latendresse - = -| Alexander Chaumont -| 8 - - |- © = «= © ditto.

18| Elvire Lavaillante - - | Alexander Chaumont -| 8 - - - - - - ditto.

19| Emilie L’Eveillé = - - | De Laubenque Fréresand A. | 8 - ~ |- o-  - - ditto.

Chaumont

20| Denise Latendresse - |Alexander Chaumont -] 8 - - j- - - - ' ditto.

21 | Clementine Pluvier - | Ve St. Romain Laporte -|a1 - - 30 12 g_ saterl.

22| Elizabeth Negresse - | Elize Mosqueron - +] 4 April - 10 10 7 4sterl.

23| Olimpe Yonyonne - -| Andr$ Girard - - -[13 - - - - - - ditto.

24| Francois Opportune -| A. F.Giraud - - -4|27 = - |- + = = — ditto.

25 |Goodman Buller - - | Veuve Grant - - -| 5May - |{- - - - ditto.

26 | Grand Jean - - - | Philip and Ruaud - -|27 - - 42 2 6hsterl.

27| Nezyle - - - - | R.L, Ceron - - -| gJune - 29 2 1 $sterl.

28 | Nique - - - -| P.T. Burin Lacorbinigre -j| 18 —- - 24.14 — aterl.

29| Stephen Boucher - _{ William T.Evans - -|{| gJuly - |- - + = ditto.

jo| Jean Baptiste Leclaire  - Calixte St. Martin - - t= - - - - - ditto.

31 | Victoire Cool - -| William Muter - - - | 19 Dec. 1834 47.12 4. sterl,

32| Refine Lenteur and Child| A. F. B. Drivon - - | 24 Mar. 1835 14 5 1. aterl.

St. Clair.
33| Joseph Lucille - -| Augier Fréres - - -|} 24 = - 45 5 6. sterl.

34| Barthelemy Dandin -|Heirs Raymond Drouilhet - | 25 April — 31 18 3 4sterl.

35| Marie Joseph Labonne -| Widow Eugene Pierre -|16 May = - 2113 2 sterl.

36 |Modeste Ladouceur - |Widow Lauriol de St. Croix 7 July -~ 72 6 g fsterl.

37| John Roberts - - - | John T. T. Alexander -| 7 - - 45 19 1 sterl.

38| Hortense Vendredi -| Augier Fréres - - -!| g9 - - 29 2 1 $sterl.

38 Apprentices: Total Amount - - £.{ 660 4 4

Castries, St Lucia, (signed) H. H. Breen, Registrar.
14 August 1835.

 

(Circular.) (No. 4.)
Sir, 28 July 1834.

; Attuoucu I have personally given you my instructions, and dwelt on thevarious sub-

jects which I considered of most importance in the execution of your responsibleduties as

- Stipendiary magistrate, I am of opinion that these instructions, committed to writing, will

often prove useful, save trouble, and when you may be far removed from the seat of

Government, without the opportunity of referring to me, or receiving an answer for a long

time to any communication you may make, the following observations will, by referring to

theis, put you in possession of my wishes relative to your conduct in the carrying into

effect this all-important measure of emancipation. . .

Ist. 1 must request you will visit the estates in your district as often as is practicable ;

the Order in Council directs at least once a fortnight ; but at the commencement of the work-

ing of the new system, in order to insure more speedy success, your appearance on the estates,

constantly, must do good. For if you are required to interpose your magisterial authority,

your presence is timely and must be of service; but if even there is no case to be brought

166.—IL.
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before vou, your presence will be attended with good results. The planter may thus obserye
that though he no longer is possessed of the authority he formerly had over the apprentices,
still the individual to whom such authority is confided, is always ready to listen to his com.
laints; and the apprentice is moreover inspired with confidence that justice will be done
im by a magistrate wholly disinterested, and who visits the estate to see that he is pro-

perly treated, and that the change in his condition is watched over.
2d. When visiting the estates, it is my particular wish that you should go amongst the

negroes when at the field-work, or wherever they may chance to be employed; encourage
them to work honestly for their master, address them kindly, and observe that your visit
(should this be the case) is one of a friendly nature, not compulsory. Much good amongst
a gang may be effected from such practice.

3d. In investigating a complaint made by any planter, overseer or manager, I shall
require the most scrupulous examination and inquiry into all facts; and the complaint must
be fully proved by at least two disinterested witnesses before you should award anypunish-
ment. I am of opinion also that an open investigation, I mean allowing any of the appren-
tices to be present during your proceedings, would be very desirable. They will thus be
able to observe with what justice, patience and forbearance you act in your official capa-
city, and you will create a confidence in them, and afford them a convincing proof of the
fairness by which you will decide on their faults. All which must be inserted inyour
journal to be transmitted to me quarterly. ,

4th. It may sometimes occur that the apprentices will also stand in the situation of com-
plainants, and that they may have some grievance to represent to you. Should such be the
case, I feel persuaded, and it is my most urgent desire, that you will fully and minutely
enter into their grievances, real or imaginary, and without distinction of persons do justice
to the negro. If you find he has cause for complaint, show him that you have awarded
punishment against the offender. Should, however, his employer or master prove that he
as no cause, explain how and why he is not entitled to redress.
5th. It may happen also that the negroes themselves will quarrel with each other, and

have their differences; much good can be done by your interference, as they will no doubt
look up to your decision, and have much respect for your person and judgment; and many
contests, ill-will and uneasiness on an estate may be prevented by your timely interference
and kindly advice. .

6th. On the subject of punishment I cannot too strongly impress on your mind my great
anxiety to avoid, if possible, having recourse to harsh punishment, above all things the
degrading lash, which { fear has been too unsparingly used throughout the West Indies; mild
treatment and the application of the most lenient modes of punishmentI am convinced will do
much with thenegro. You will allow occasional forgiveness for slight offences, and exacting a
promise of future amendment may very often obviate the necessity of punishment. There
may be, of course, some refractory characters on estates, whose delinquency it will be
necesary to punish for example sake; but even with those I would strongly recommend a
trial by mild measures. You must not, you cannot expect, at the commencement of a
measure so anxiously looked to, and for so long a time, by the negroes, and the laws for the
better regulating of which they cannot yet understand, that they will work in the field at first
as laboriously as they were by compulsion obliged to do; but I have strong hopes that by
degrees the emancipated apprentice will be brought to a more enlightened view of his
social condition, and that, by good counsel and mild treatment he will ultimately be in-
clined to perform his task-work more zealously, from a feeling of right, than he was before
accustomed by compulsion, and prepossessed with a feeling of an opposite tendency. If
punishment (corporal, I mean) is imperatively called for, then I should recommend its not
eing trifled with, though I would by no means inflict the quantity of stripes allowed by

the Order in Council at first; but in the manner of administering corporal punishment
great effect may be produced by appearance, and dread consequently felt by observers.

7th. 1t has been represented to me that the females, generally speaking, in this colony,
are the most difficult to manage; they are certainly the most numerous of the two sexes,
but I have not, in my visits through the island, observed more refractory subjects amongst
the women than the men, though I have observed that they are treated exactly in the same
manner as the hardier sex; that the same quantity of work is expected from them, and it
sometimes must happen that a woman's constitution, even of African descent, is not equal
toa man’s. I should therefore recommend to your particular notice, if any case is brought
against a female for non-performance of that quantity of work her employer would expect
and exact, to ascertain if this female’s constitution would enable her to perform tanta-
mount to man’s labour. On no account whatever is a woman of any age to receive cor-
poral punishment; and if a sense of shame could be instilled in the sex, and feelings, from
the coarse ignorant state in which they have been inured to receive punishment, in con-
junction with the men, be altered and substituted by wholesome advice, the placing them
in the treadmill and stocks may seldom be resorted to; for I am convinced kind treatment
will beappreciated by the ignorant negro, particularly the females.

8th. The foregoing clause brings me to remark on females of an advanced age, say about
60; or women pregnant ; or mothers with infants; or girls of a tender age; they cannot
and must not be ex pected to perform the work of others who are not similarly situated.
The Order in Council only expects six hours’ labour from females so circumstanced; end
care should always be taken that a nurse is provided for the children of a tender age, and
ene naturally require the attention of its parent, who is, probably, compelled to work in the
eld.

gth. In
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gth. In the inspection I have made of the hospitals on the different estates, I am by no

means satisfied with their arrangements or cleanliness; and a general want of comfort is

obvious. I wish you would convince the planter or manager that it is his own interest the -

sick should be properly treated, as with proper care they will become sooner effective in

his gang. And while on this subject, | must require your particular attention to the exa-

mination of the medical attendant’s report, which, according to the Order in Council, should

be inserted in a book in his visits once a fortnight; but this must not preclude the necessity

for his attendance onevery gang when called on in cases of emergency or danger.

10th. The next objectI should call your attention to, is the comfort of the apprentice as

tohis hut and its furniture, his bed, &c. &c., and which is described by the Order in

Council (vide 15, cap. 4). 1 must request that you will go into the negro huts, and see that

His Majesty’s instructions in this behalf are attended to. I regret to observe, that in my

inspection on several estates, I have not found that attention paid to the comfort of the

negro that the owner’s interest would insure him a return for; the more the apprentice’s

comfort is consulted by the master the greater advantage will accrue to him, not only from

the healthy state of his gang, but from their zealous exertion and labour to requite him for

his care and attention to their wants.
11th. On the subject of clothing you cannot be too particular. The whole of the articles

enumerated the apprentices must have delivered to them at the period determined by the

Order in Council. And I request you will report to me, not only any failure in this obliga-

tion of the planter, but also, if the material provided is of an inferior quality, and not

such as will prove serviceable to the apprentice for the period it is supposed to last (vide

12, cap. 4).
‘oth, Wherever garden-ground is allowed in lieu of the apprentice being provided with

provision, you must inspect their gardens, and see that they are not too far from the negro

uildings. As to the quantity of land allotted, 1 have reason to believe most of the planters

give their apprentices as much as they wish for, without reference to that proportion stated

by the Order in Council. Your only care will be that the distance is not too great, which

would materially affect the apprentices in the time wasted in going and coming from those

gardens. When food is distributed, I request you will constantly examine the salt-fish

and manioc, to ascertain both its quality and quantity ; and should they be not such as, in

your judgment, the apprentice ought to receive, you will have them provided with better,

and more abundantly.
13th. During one of my visits through the colony, I have already recommended, the

planters to nominate two or more (according to the strength of their gangs) of their best

men to act as constables of the estate, whose duty will be to assist you on your visits. It

will afford me much satisfaction to learn that these men selected from their comrades will

prove serviceable. They should be instructed in their duty; should be made acquainted

with the authority they will possess over their companions; and which, though not per-

mitted to be carried to too great an excess, or to acts of tyranny, will distinguish the

individuals as superiors on the estates. “14.
14th. Although the climate will not permit much clothing to be worn, nor is it so habitual

amongst the negroes, especially by the working labourer in the field,still I should much wish

you would impress on their minds the actual necessity of some covering beingused,particularly

by the females, to prevent the exposure of their persons so indecently (though, perhaps,

innocently) as they do. In some of the estates in the 3d district the women were mostl

naked from the waist up. A handkerchief, or some slight covering, should be introduced,

and a sense of decency ought to be instilled in their minds, which would soon expand; and

Iwould augur the very greatest advantages from this circumstance towards their progress in

civilization. 1 fear the word “ shame” is very improperly known amongst them.

1th. Having thus observed on the actual clothing or covering the body that decency

requires, I should strongly recommend that the planters would encourage a taste for better

Taiment, particularly on Sundays, or holidays, or when at their little amusements in the

evening; a desire created for those luxuries of Jife will naturally lead to industry and labour

to procure them; and those imaginary wants will be sought after with avidity ;. and to obtain

which, I know of no more certain mode than to get the apprentices, both male and female,

to work for wages in their own time. .
16th. I consider that you cannot more beneficially employ half an hour of leisure on an

estate than by recommending to the negroes a due attention to religion. They are not se

ignorant, even in the most remote part of the colony, that they are not aware of a Supreme

Being; and when I introduced the sacred name of the Almighty in one of my addresses to

them, stating, that God made us all to assist each other, and that we should work in our

respective classés of society for our bread, and not be idle, like beasts of the field, Iclearly
saw they felt the full force of my argument; and J am persuaded, when religious instruction

and education are in the course of being conveyed to the negro, he will be foundwill'ng to

Teceive both, which is the only means by which he can be fitted for that social being it 1s

the intention of the Legislature, by emancipating him, that he should represent. Whenever,

then, a chapel or church in the neighbourhood affords anopportunity for attendingDivine

wea on Sundays, the apprentice should be urged, in the most impressive manner, to

end.

_ 17th. There is, also, a most useful lesson which, I think, might, with great good effect, be

impressed on the minds of the negroes, which is, a respect for persons not only in authority,
ut also their superiors; they should be instructed to treat with respect their masters, and

all that are put in authority over them. If the negroes are informed that in England the

lower orders of people invariably pay homage to the middling class, and that class to the
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higher or gentry, and even those most humble respect to His Majesty and Royal Family, it
will open their ideas, and expand their minds towards a knowledge for respect to persons
which civilized society demands.

18th. There is a subject which I am very anxious you should give your attention to
either in questioning the negroes, or receiving their evidence, which is, to caution them
against lying; you should most seriously urge on them the punishment they will hereafter
meet with if they are addicted to false swearing; and you must always explain to the negro,
before you administer an oath, what the nature ofit is, and how severely he will be punished
by yourself if he or she is found out in a lie, and how the Almighty will hereafter punish
him or her for so heinous a crime. I would, for example sake (if I discovered a negro
falsely swearing, after being admonished by you of his duty), punish him in presence of his
comrades, and have him held to derision and scorn, as being an unworthy associate, for
having committed a crime so horrible. The establishing amongst the gang a desire for
truth will be of the greatest importance, and which I very much regret to learn is not, by
any means, a prevalent trait in the negro character; but even the extent to which lying is
carried, I am of opinion, proceeds from ignorance, and can and may be checked considerably,
if not altogether removed.

1gth. The police force which I shall form will be entirely under your authority. For the
present, | shall select a certain number of militia-men, with a non-commissioned officer, to
occupy each station that I have determined as a permanent police settlement; but those
militia-men will not be armed, nor are they to assume the character or appearance of an
military authority whatever; they are merely selected to act provisionally, and until I shail
be enabled to organize that efficient and respectable police force which is so essentially
necessary for the successful working of the new system. In your visits on the estates you
should be accompanied by some of this constabulary force; their presence will stamp your
own appearance with authority. Iam desirous that the policemen should patrol from one
station to another; that chain of constant communication will be useful; information of any
outrage or misdemeanor will be more speedily conveyed to you. The appearance of a police
constable constantly marching from one post to another will also be attended with good effects;
there will be an apparent protection afforded the country; vagrants and ill-disposed persons
will not have an opportunity of committing depredation without being liable to be discovered,
and the inhabitants generally will then observe they are properly defended, and with satis-
faction see those conservators of the peace are constantly on the alert, and affording pro-
tection to all His Majesty’s peaceable subjects. An ordinance will be passed for the better
regulating the rural police, and which will more fully detail their various duties; but I must,
until that appears, impress on you the imperative necessity of reporting to me all acts of
disobedience, irregularity or inebriety on the part of the police, that I may instantly dismiss
any delinquent, and supply his place by a better subject, as [ am fully determined to have
this force respectable, which I consider the sure means of enabling me to have the laws
administered efficaciously in the colony. For the present, I propose to merely arm the police
with constables’ staves, similar to those made use of by the London police. It is a badge of
office which must be respected. It shall supply the place of the sword, which I have with
much regret observed in constant use by the irregular policemen now scattered through the
colony; and even this simple badge of office willprove to the negro it is by mild justice
he is to be governed, and not by compulsion, goaded by the sword, too often incautiously
and unjustly made use of.

20th. The apprentice who may be condemned by you to hard labour can be very usefully
employed, either in the towns or villages, or on the road; they should be always under the
superintendence of a policeman ; who is, however, not to treat them with cruelty, though he
can urge them; and it will be his duty to oblige them to perform the work they are sen-
tenced to. The hours they will have to work must be more than those allotted to the
labouring apprentices; and as they will be imprisoned during the night, and will lose the
advantageof their own holiday and Sunday, I am convinced they will feel and suffer more
from such punishment than from the degrading lash, which, as | before observed, will only
be used on a hardened or old offender, and where the urgency of the case requires.

I shall only add, in conclusion, that J have every hope the duty which you will have to
perform will be met by the most sedulous attention; and you should always bear in mind
that much of the future prosperity of this island, and the successful working of the present
all-important measure, will depend on your zeal, your judgment and prudence, as well as by
the activity you will manifest throughout the district 1 have appointed you to.

 

I have, &c.
To the Stipendiary Magistrates. (signed) Dudley Hill, Lieutenant-Governor.

— No. 461. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, k.C. Bes
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 23 Nov. 1835+
AxrHouGH a long period has clapsed since the receipt of a despatch from the

Right honourable Mr. Spring Rice, in relation to the effects which free labour on
the
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the apprenticeship of the negroes is likely to produce upon the pursuits of profit- relatiy

able industry in His Majesty’s colonies, I never lost sight of so important an in- lition ors’Abo-

quiry, and as I flatter myself that from my local experience I shall be able to afford 1833-35, pany?

some accurate information on this subject, I now do myself the honour of replyingbp

to the queries proposed in the despatch alluded to :—

Q. 1. “ Whether labour is likely to be applied profitably to the produciion of any

new articles of agriculture or manufacturer”

I do not consider it at all probable that any new article of agriculture or of

manufacture is likely to be introduced, nor have I discovered, after many particular

inquiries, that it has ever been contemplated by those persons most interested in

the colony.
Q. 2. “ Whether the production of the staple articles is likely to be affected ?”

I have no hesitation in declaring that I am of opinion there will be no decrease

in the staple articles of the island. The present articles of produce for exportation

are chiefly sugar, coffee, cocoa and dye or logwood; and those raised for consump-

tion consist of various description of provisions, most of them indigenous to the

soil, and are always in such abundance as to enable the negroes to dispose of great

quantities to the small crafts trading to and from the island. There is no doubt

that as the planters and proprietors generally perceive the new measure to be work-

ing well, I think1may venture to say successfully, and so very different from what

they had anticipated, they will be induced to augment their estates, as far as they

may be able to do so, by procuring additional labour, and I am borne out in this

opinion by the fact that two of the most opulent French planters, Mr. Augier and

Mr. Minvielle, are making considerable purchases, and additions to their estates,

which they certainly would not do if they had doubts of not deriving corresponding

advantages therefrom.
Q. 3. “ Whether capital is likely to be directed into new channels, or to be

applied to the more extended production of articles at present known in the

markets °”
I should beg to state that as yet I do not believe it to be the intention of the

resident planters to apply their capital in the production of any other exportable

article than that to which it is at present appropriated. A gentlemen arrived here

some short time ago for the purpose collecting sulphur in the quarter of Saupiere,

where there are considerable quantities, and I Jearn that his undertaking is likely to

prove successful, the first exportation of 80 tons being now about to be made.

Q. 4. * Whether there exists any, and what obstacles which impede this change

or this extension of industry, and how such obstacles, if existing, may be removed F”

In offering a reply to this query, which appears to me to be the most important,

as far as this colony is concerned, I should certainly say that I do consider there

are obstacles which most forcibly affect the extension of industry. St. Lucia nei-

ther possesses pecuniary means nor population in any manner equal to its extent and

internal resources. ‘The unfortunate state in which I found the colony, with an

overwhelming debt, and its finances at the lowest possible ebb, the revenue being

quite unequal to meet the expenditure, consequently adding annually to its pecu-

niary embarrassments, and leaving the public functionaries frequently unpaid,

stamped the island at once as unfavourable for a capitalist to embark his means in;

indeed should he be even inclined to do so, the very limited population would

render such a measure abortive. ‘The whole of the working classes do not exceed

10,000, and I know of no estate which even possesses a full complement of

labourers, and the planters are always anxious to employ aliens or any persons they

can procure for the cultivation of the soil.

I would therefore respectfully submit that if emigration could be introduced into

this colony, there is not one of HisMajesty’s possessions in the West Indies where

persons who may be desirous of settling themselves could be more favourably pro-

vided for, whether as hired labourers on estates or in the working of land which

would be allotted to them. There is perhaps not a twentieth part of the island

in cultivation, and as the soil throughout is excellent and susceptible of labour of

almost every description, great benefit would be derived by the colony, as well as

the mother country, should the measure of emigration now recommended be carried

into effect.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,

Lieutenant-Governor,
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— No. 462. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.s.,
to Lord Glenelg.

. My Lord, Government House, St. Lucia, 26 Dec. 1835,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular ot 12th

October last, and beg to say that every attention shall be paid to the subject of
rs relative its contents.

It may not be improper to remark to your Lordship, that from the strictest in-
quiries which I have caused to be instituted, it has not come to my knowledge that
in any one instance has there been unfair dealing towards the inhabitants who have
claims upon the Compensation Fund, nor have I reason to entertain the slightest
apprehension that any advantage wil, be taken by those merchants who propose
paying the compensation money in this country to the minor claimants.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hitt,

 

= No. 463. —_

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.s.,
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, St. Lucia, 10 December 1835.
I was very lately informed that a practice existed in the second district of this

island, of planters sending their apprentices to a neighbouring justice of the peace,
who is also a planter, requesting that a particular punishment should be inflicted on
them; and this abuse was carried so far, that planters even dictated to the jus-
tices of the peace the number of stripes the accused should receive. Being
thoroughly convinced of the injustice the apprenticed labourers would suffer, either
from the misrepresentation of the master or from the absence of complete testimony
in support of the charges preferred before a single magistrate, I considered it my
duty to reiterate the orders I had hitherto given on these important points of the
Abolition Act; and by a circular addressed to the local magistracy I laid down the
line of conduct it was my desire they should pursue. Your Lordship will observe
that by the circular I addressed to the justices of the peace, a copy of which is
enclosed, my principal motive was to prevent their individually directing punish-
ments to be inflicted on the apprentices, and that such punishments as were not
enumerated in the circular in future should be awarded only by a session of
justices, at which a stipendiary magistrate is directed always to attend.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill,

Lieutenant-Governor,

 

Enclosure in No. 463.

(Circular.)
Sir, Government House, Castries, 25, November 1835.

_Ir having come to my knowledge very recently that some justices of the peace have so far
exceeded their authority as to order corporal punishment to be inflicted on the apprenticed
labourers for offences preferred against them by their masters, I have to express my regret,
and at the same time my great astonishment, that such an assumption of power should be
exercised in direct contradiction to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, so long in operation.

I should have considered it quite unnecessary to call the attention ofthe local magistrates
to the clearly explained laws on this subject, had not the late proceedings rendered it neces-
sary; and I now refer them toclauses 17, 18 and 19 of the Act of Parliament Will. 4, copies
of which are annexed, where they will observe is studiously withheld from the local magis-
tracy anyjurisdiction over the apprentices, such being solely vested in the special or stipen-
diarymagistrates. ,

The ordinary duties ofjustices of the peace are fully explained in the local ordinance of
23 October 1834 ; and their strict adhesion to these several duties, without any infringement
on the Act of Parliament, T shall expect and must enforce. I have therefore to hope, tm

arter
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after this intimation no local authority will interfere with the jurisdiction of the stipendiary

magistrate, as provided by the Royal Urder in Council.

Enumeration is made of all the offences which could be committed by apprenticed labourers

towards his, her or their employers, or any person in the immediate superintendence of

their labour; that is to say, absence, desertion, running away, careless or negligent perform-

ance of work, careless use of fire-arms, injuring property, ill-using cattle, contumacious dis-

obedience, conspiring to resist lawful commands, drunkenness, fighting, insolence or insub-

rdination.

° The 16th section of the same chapter declares that all the aforesaid offences shall be in-

uired of by the magistrate having a special commission, and not by any other justice of

the peace.
should any offences not enumerated in the above sections be committed by the appren-

ticed labourer, and brought under the cognizance of the local magistracy, such offences are to

be tried before the weekly court held by the justices of the peace on Saturdays, being the

day appointed for that purpose throughout the colony, according to the gth clause of the

local ordinance of 23d October 1834. .

In thus addressing you, Sir, I request you will consider my motive as intended to prevent

much future and aggravating evils. 1 am responsible to my Sovereign to see the intentions

of the Legislature are carried into full effect, and I therefore hope and trust I shall receive

the cordial co-operation of the local magistracy to accomplish this desirable object, which is

so necessary to the welfare and tranquillity of the colony.
I have &c.

To ——, Esq., Justice of the Peace. (signed) Dudley Hill.

 

Clauses 17, 18 and 19 referred lo in the above Circular.

17. Provided also and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any such Go-

yernor, Council and Assembly or other colonial legislature,or for His Majesty in Council by any

suchAct, Ordinance or Order in Council to authorize any person or persons entitled to the ser-

vices of any such apprenticed labourer, or any other person or persons other than such justices

of the peace holding such special commissions as aforesaid to punish any such apprenticed

labourer for any offence by him or her committed, or alleged to have been committed, by the

whipping, beating or imprisonment of his or her person, or by any other personal or other

correction or punishment whatsoever, or by any addition to the hours of labour hereinbefore

limited ; nor to authorize any court, judge or justice of the peace to punish any such appren-

ticed labourer, being a female, for anyoffence by her committed, by whipping or beating her

person ; and that every enactment, regulation, provision, tule or order for any such purpose in

any such Act, Ordinance or Order in Council contained shall be and is hereby declared to be

absolutely null and void and of no effect: provided always, that nothing in this Act contained

doth or shall extend to exempt any apprenticed labourer in any of the said colonies from the

operation of any law or police regulation which is or shall be in force therein for the pre-

vention or punishment of any offence, such law or police regulation being in force against

and applicable to all other persons of free condition.

18. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any

such Governor, Council and Assembly, or for any such local legislature, or for His

Majesty in Council by any such Acts of General Assembly, Ordinances or Orders in

Council as aforesaid, ‘to authorize any magistrate or justice of the peace other than

and except the justices of the peace holding such special commissions as aforesaid,

to take cognizance of any offence committed or alleged to have been committed by any

suchapprenticed labourer, or by his or her employer in such their relation to each other, or

of the breach, violation, or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each other, or

of any question, matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsisting between

such apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their services; and every

enactment, regulation, provision, rule, or order in any such Acts, Ordinances and Orders in

Council to the contrary contained shall be and is hereby declared to be null and void and of

no effect.

19. And it is hereby further declared and enacted, that the several justices of the peace

having special commissions as aforesaid, shall, within the respective colonies to which they

shall be respectively appointed, have, exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction

over, and shall solely and exclusively take cognizance of all such offences or alleged offences

as last aforesaid, and of every such breach, violation or neglect of any of the aforesaid obli-

gations, and of every such question, matter or thing as aforesaid, any law, custom or usage

in any of the said colonies to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding: provided never-

theless, that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to abrogate

or take away the powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record or the superior
courts of civil and criminal justice in any of the said respective colonies.
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Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-G overnor
Sir Dudley Hill, x. c. 8.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 February 1836.
I nave received your despatch, dated the 10th of December, enclosing a copy

of the circular instructions of the 25th of November, which you addressed to
the justices of the peace of St. Lucia.
You state yourself to have been very lately informed “ that a practice existed in

the second district of the island, of planters sending their apprentices to a neigh-
bouring justice of peace (being also a planter) requesting that a particular punish-
ment should be inflicted on them ;” you add, that this abuse was carried so far
that planters even dictated to the justices of the peace the number of stripes the
‘accused should receive. To prevent the recurrence of this abuse, you issued your
circular letter, expressing, in terms of which I fully approve, your regret and asto-
nishment that such an assumption of power should have been made in direct con-
tradiction to the Slavery Abolition Act. I am not quite certain that I have
rightly apprehended the meaning of the last clause but one of these instructions,
It seems capable of being read in such a sense, as to favour the supposition that
a magistrate, though not invested with the special commission, may take cognizance
at these sessions of offences committed by the apprenticed labourers in the
relation borne by them to their employers, if such offences do not fall within the
terms of the specific enumeration contained in one of the preceding clauses of the
circular. Of course this cannot have been your real intention, because the Act of
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery has, in language the most comprehensive
and precise, forbidden the creation either by Orders in Council or by local ordinances,
of any jurisdiction except that of the special magistracy, in case of “ offences com-
mitted or alleged to have been committed by an apprenticed labourer, or by his
or her employer, in such their relation to each other, or of any question, matter
or thing, incident to or arising out of the relation subsisting between them.”
To prevent any possibility of mistake on a subject of so much importance, you

will issue a further circular, explanatory ofthe first, and forbidding the interference
of the magistrates not having special commissions, not merely in the cases which
you have enumerated, and when acting apart from each other, but in all cases to
which the 18th section of the Act of Parliament applies, and whether such justice
be acting separately or in conjunction with other justices at the sessions.
As you do not report that you adopted any measures to obtain redress for the

apprentices who had been illegally punished, or to censure any of the magistrates
by whom acts so evidently illegal had been done, I conclude that you had sufficient
motives for abstaining from that exercise of your authority. It would be satisfac-
tory to me to know what those motives may have been. —

IT have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 465.—

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B.
to Lord Glenelg.

__ My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 28 Dec. 1835.
On the 25th ultimo I felt it my duty to address a circular letter to the local

magistrates of this colony, respecting the infliction of corporal punishment on the
apprenticed labourers, wherein I endeavoured to define, as clearly as possible, the
duties I considered they were called upon to perform, as well as the powers with
which they were invested; and also informed them that such punishment should
only be inflicted by a session of justices, at which a stipendiary magistrate was
always to attend; and althoughI have already had the honour of forwarding &

copy of the circular in question to your Lordship, I am induced from particular

circumstances again to revert to the subject as one of paramount interest to the
welfare of a large portion of His Majesty's subjects under my government.
The justices of the peace consider themselves aggrieved by the circular referred

to,
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to, and are of opinion that they have, individually, a right to punish the apprentices

for crimes not enumerated in the Abolition Act, and have sent me a reply, more

in the shape of a remonstrance, and couched in terms not very courteous, in which

they deny having infringed on the law, and maintain their right of acting and

awarding punishment at pleasure, without the assistance or interference of a sti-

pendiary magistrate or other justice of the peace, on what! presume will not appear

to be very satisfactory grounds.
My attention was first drawn to the subject, from a report having been made to

me that two occurrences of the kind had actually taken place in the second district;

when, having directedstrict inquiries to be instituted on the subject, the facts were

not denied by the magistrates who had ordered the punishments, and who per-

sisted in declaring that they were fully justified in doing so.

When it is considered that an apprentice, if found eating a piece of sugar-cane (of

which the negroes generally are very fond), is liable to be taken before a justice of the

peace, who happens to be a neighbouring planter, and on the mere ipse dizit of

another apprentice, who might probably be selected for that purpose, and induced

through dread of punishment to declare that the cane had been stolen, can be sen-

tenced to receive as much as 35 lashes, without further reference, 1 feel persuaded

that your Lordship will admit that such an assumption of authority was never for

a moment contemplated ; besides, it would be impossible that the returns directed

to be forwarded for the purpose of being laid before the House of Commons, could

ever show the correct number of punishments inflicted if the local magistrates pos-

sessed the power of thus acting with impunity.
No injury could accrue to an estate by waiting either for the periodical visit of

the stipendiary magistrate (or, should the matter require immediate investigation,

sending the accused party before him,) or the day appointed to hold the weekly

session ; and I feel the more anxious to establish the practice of bringing all

offenders before a bench of magistrates, at which a stipendiary should attend, from

the conviction that such a proceeding would be most beneficial in its effects, and

would not only strike a greater degree of awe on the mind of the accused, but also

ensure a more fair and impartial administration of justice.

I have, in my reply to the justices of the peace, informed them that I proposed

orwarding the particulars of this correspondence to your Lordship, and that I

should not fail to intimate to them your Lordship’s construction of the law, and

the difference that might exist between their opinion and mine.
I do myself the honour of transmitting herewith certain documents containing

the particulars of the two cases which I considered to have called for my inter-

ference, and shall anxiously await your Lordship’s instructions for my future

guidance.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hilt,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 465.

Sir, Government Office, Castries, 9 November 1835.

A report, having come to the knowledge of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor,

(which he cannot a moment entertain as true), that corporal punishments take place in
yourdistrict without your orders, I am directed to request you will make a very minute
inquiry whether a practice so contrary to law is in existence.

_ Every justice of the peace must be aware that he has no power whatever over the appren-
ticed labourers, who are solely under the protection of the special magistrates; and his
Excellency would very much regret, if they so far exceeded their duty as magistrates, as to
order punishment to be inflicted on any apprentice, or otherwise usurp authority with which
the special magistrates are alone entrusted.

.
I have, &c.

Capt. W. H. Brownson, S. S. Magistrate, (signed) Wm. Hanley,
2d District. Colonial Secretary.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 465.

I Bir GovernmentOffice, Castries, 16 November 1835. _
to learnthoT fully express to you my surprise and astonishment, added to my great regret,

166 at in the early part of this month three negroes, at Degatiere’s estate, were

l. punished
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punished with 25 stripes each; and also that some sugar-canes were tied round their necks
and they were marched home, with these appendages, by order of Mr. Devaux St. Philip,’

I have been likewise informed that, very lately, some apprentices have also receivedcor
poral punishment on Mr. De Laubenque’s estate; these are circumstances that could not
have occurred without your knowledge, as in your regular visits to the different estates, if
you inquired, as it is your duty to do, whether the apprentices had any cause to complain
they would be ever ready to state their grievances where they expected protection and
redress.

It is most painful to my feelings to think that su gross a violation of the Abolition Act
should have occurred in the vicinity of the station of a stipendiary magistrate, nominated
by His Majesty’s Government to have that Act properly put into execution, and to sce
justice done the negroes.

I have now to desire you will instantly proceed to the estate of Messrs. De Laubenque &
Devaux St. Philip; make the most minute inquiry into the cause hereinmentioned, and
should the information I have received prove correct, explain to the apprentices who have
been punished the 14th clause of the 6th chapter of the Abolition Act, and should they
prefer that method of receiving satisfaction, acquaint me with the same; in the event of
their not selecting this mode, then you have my directions to put the law into execution,
as explained in the 13th clause of the Abolition Act referred to. You will be pleased to be
both circumspect and particular in your proceedings, and in the information you will trans-
mit me in this affair, as I may probably consider it my duty to lay the whole transaction
before the Right honourable the Secretary of State.

 

I have, &c.

Capt. W. H. Brownson, S. S. Magistrates, (signed) Dudley Hill,
2d District. Lieutenant-Governor.

Enclosure 3, in No. 465,

Sir, Soufriere, 19 November 1835.

I nave the honour to forward the enclosed letter, subscribed by several magistrates of
this district; from its tenor, your Excellency will perceive the magistrates of the Soufriere

district conceive they have followed the laws in inflicting punishments on the apprenticed
labourers. I have to ohserve, that the gentlemen acting as local magistrates hold themselves
beyond my control, and they further state that my authority does not extend to their pro-
ceedings; under these circumstances I have deemed it expedient to take your Excellency’s
opinion on the course I am to pursue, and that yen will be pleased to state my line of

conduct. I beg to state to your Excellency thatI have, since my appointment as special
magistrate, endeavoured to carry on the duties of the situation according to the Orders in

Council; and although the magistrates have punished several of the apprenticed labourers,
yet in no instance: have they punished any apprenticed labourer belonging to their own

estates; they still maintain they are justified in the course they have pursued, andthathad

I been present my authority would not have prevented the execution of their orders.

According to your Excellency’s directions I repaired to the Degatiere estate, and subse-

quently tothe Park Plantation. The number of apprenticed labourers punished was two,
and not three, as stated ; one of whom received 20 stripes and the other 25; the latter only

(an old offender) had the canes tied round his neck.
The punishment alluded to as inflicted in Soufriere, was not by order of Mr. De Lau-

benque, but by that of Mr. Tisnes, whose conviction and sentence | have the honour to

enclose.
I have the honour to state to your Excellency that my official duties will bring me in

Castries on Saturday next, when I shall be happy to make your Excellency acquainted

with any circumstances within my knowledge.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, (signed ) W. H. Brownson, |

&e. &e. Ke. Special Justice, 2d District.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 465.

Sir, Soufriere, 17 November1835.

We, the undersigned justices of the peace in the second district, have perused with inex-

pressible astonishment the colonial secretary’s letter of the 10th instant, addressed to you,
and by you communicated to us for information on the subject.
The first paragraph of that letter states that a report has come to the knowledge of the

Lieutenant-governor (which he cannot for a moment entertain as true), that corporalpunish-

ments take place in your district without your orders; and in the second it is stated, that

‘every justice of the peace must be aware that he has no power whatever over the appren-

ticed labourers, who are solely under the protection of the special magistrates ; adding, that

his Excellency would very much regret if they so far exceeded their duty as magistrates

as to order punishment to be inflicted on any apprenticed labourers, or otherwise usurp
authority with which the special magistrates are alone entrusted. As
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As regards the first paragraph of the colonial secretary's letter, we beg leave to assure

ou, that such punishments as therein mentioned have taken place by our orders, and we

are really surprised that a doubt could be entertained of the justices of the peace having

erformed the duty which devolved on them by an ordinance enacted by his Excellency

the Lientenant-governor and Legislative Council of St. Lucia on the 23d day of October

1834 to the second paragraph of the said official letter, it is, in our opinion, of so uncour-

teous a nature as puts it out of our power to enter into any detail on the subject thereof.

We can, however, assure you, that we have in no instance usurped authority with which

the special magistrates alone are entrusted; we have, in all cases in which apprenticed

labourers have appeared before us, either as complainants or defendants, considered them as

free subjects of His Majesty.
We have, &c.

(signed) Ch. Guillard De Laubenque, J. P.
John Goodman, J.P.
M. J. P. Alexander, J. P.

Captain Brownson, Special Magistrate, I’. Tisnes, J. P.

2d District. D. St. Philipe, Juge de Paix.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 465.

Sir, Soufriere, 11, November 1835.

I sEND you by the constable Joseph the apprentice Michel, for having stolen canes, and

beg you will have no consideration for him; he deserves as many stripes as it is possible to

inflict on him; he does not care anything about blows, nor for hard labour; he is a decided

thief. It is Michel of Mr. Zenon, now an apprentice, and known from ell time for a thief.
I trust myself in your justice and authority.

F. Tisnes, Esq., Justice of the Peace, I remain, &c.

2d District. (signed) Cleo Pupin.

I, the undersigned justice of the peace, on the complaint laid before me by Mr. Cleo

Pupin against his apprentice Michel, accused of having stolen canes, the constable Joseph

and accused having been heard, have condemned the said Michel to receive 25 stripes, and

10 days’ hard labour.
And do hereby order the constable Jean Galfat to have the above sentence put into

execution.
(signed) F. Tisnes,

Soufriere, 11 Nov. 1835. Justice of the Peace.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 465.

Sir, Government Office, Castries, 26 November 1835.
_ Ir being reported to the Lieutenant-governor that an application has been made to you,

in your capacity of a justice of the peace, by Mr. Pupin, for the punishment of an appren-
ticed labourer on his estate, his Excellency directs me to express his unfeigned regret at

learning that you have so far exceeded the authority vested in you, as to have acceded to

an application of such a nature. As one of the local magistracy of this colony, you have

no right whatever to interfere with the duties of the special magistrates, who have been sent

from England by His Majesty’s Government to have the sole jurisdiction over the appren-
tice population, and to whom the owners of estates are to apply in the event of having any
complaint against their apprentices. .
His Excellency has felt it his duty to address a circular letter to the local magistracy of

this colony on this subject, which he directs me to refer youtofor your future guidance.
ave, &c.

F. Tisnes, Esq., Justice of the Peace. (signed) W. Hanley, Col. Sec.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 465.

Sir, Soufriere, 3 December 1835. _

I nave received your letter of the 26th November, by which you inform me that his

Excellency directs you to express to me his regret at learning, from a report made to him,
that I have so far exceeded the authority vested in me as to have acceded to an application

made to me in my capacity as justice of the peace, by Mr. Pupin, for the punishment of

an apprenticed labourer on his estate; and as a local magistrate of this colony, you add,

that { have no right whatever to interfere with the duties of the special magistrates, who
have been sent from England by His Majesty’s Government to have the sole jurisdiction

rh the apprentice population, and to whom the owners of estates are to apply in the event

or Having any complaint against their apprentices. Hi
. 8166.—IT,
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His Excellency will permit me to explain the motives of my conduct.
I am aware that the special magistrates have sole jurisdiction over that portion of the

population (at present all free) known under the denomination of apprenticed labourers ; but
that jurisdiction is circumscribed and defined by the Royal Order in Council of sth June
1834, by which the said jurisdiction is confined to offences committed, or non-performance
of duty on the part of the one or the other, between the employer and his apprenticed la-
bourers, in such their relative position to each other.

But nothing in the said Order in Council extends to exempt either the employer or
apprenticed labourers from their liability to the common laws of the country to which all
other persons of free condition are subject and liable.

Therefore, before what magistrate could they be prosecuted for offences committed against
the general laws, if it is not before the justices of the peace, for petty assaults and misde-
meanors; and before the judge of police, or Royal Court, for offences of a graver nature?
Such appears to me to be provided for by the local ordinance of 23d October 1834.

In the case alluded to in your letter, it would appear, at first sight, to be one between an

employer and his apprentice, which is really the case, but not in such their relative posi-
tion to each other, the offence not being one of those enumerated by the Order in Council

for which alone the special magistrates have authority to inflict corporal punishment.
If I had refused to take cognizance of Mr. Pupin’s complaint, he, by virtue of the 11th

section of the local ordinance above mentioned, could have prosecuted me for damages

before the Royal Court.
I therefore not only feel confident that I have in no way exceeded the authority in me

vested, or interfered with the duty of the special magistrates in the exercise of their autho-
rity, but also that I could not have avoided receiving the complaint alluded to without ex-
posing myself to be prosecuted for non-performance of my duty as justice of the peace.

Moreover, Sir, it is well known that the special magistrates in the second district, in the

exercise of their duty, previous to the establishment of the office of justice of the peace, and
previous to his Excellency having appointed them to that office, invariably refused to take

cognizance of complaints preferred against apprenticed labourers for theft, although, in
many cases, the complainant chanced to be the employer of the offender.

I have the honour to inform you, Sir, that the circular of his Excellency to the local

magistrates of this colony, to which you refer me by your letter, for my future guidance,
has not yet been handed to me; but this circular could only explain the local ordinance,
and the Order in Council of His Majesty, and will furnish me new proofs that I have done
my duty as a justice of the peace

I have, &c.
(signed) FF Tisnes,

Honourable William Hanley, Justice of the Peace.

Colonial Secretary.

P. S.—I have received this moment the Gazette of the ed instant, to which the circular

of his Excellency the Governor of the 25th November last was added. I see with pleasure

that my anticipation contained in the last paragraph of my letter answer my expectations;

the 17th section of the Act of Parliament to which the circular refers me, quotes:

“ Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained, doth or shall extend to exempt

any apprenticed labourer in any of the said colonies from the operation of any law or police

regulation which is or shall be in force therein, for the prevention or punishment of any

offence, such law or police regulation being in force against, and applicable to all other

persons of free condition.” -

As justice of the peace, I would have punished any other person of freeconditionac-

cused of theft, the matter being satisfacforily proved 5 I have awarded the same punish-

ment to an apprentice, therefore i have only discharged my duty.
pp y 8 y auty (signed) FTP.

 

— No. 466. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x.c.B-,

to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 12 January 1836.

NorwitHsTaNpIne my circular letter, addressed to the justices of the peace of

this colony, on the subject of interfering with the apprenticed labourers, and my

strict injunction that they should not individually order punishment to be inflicted

on them, as that power alone belonged to the stipendiary magistrates, and Bole

withstanding my reply to the letter they addressed to me, in which I stated that I

would refer the whole correspondence to your Lordship, as the view they took of

their powers was entirely at variance with mine, I have just received a report from

the special magistrate of the second district that a Mr. Goodman, one of the justices

of the peace, with more presumption than prudence, and in direct opposition to my

orders, has thought proper to pronounce a summary sentence on ‘ao a Toure
a ourer,
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labourer, and the punishment of 15 stripes to be inflicted on him by one of the

rural police.
.

This act of open defiance and opposition to my authority, so shortly after pub-

lishing the circular letter referred to, makes it imperative on me to adopt rigid

measures; and having called on Mr. Goodman to account for his conduct, and to

send me a detailed statement of the circumstances, should it appear that the

report is correct, I shall consider it my duty either to suspend this gentleman from

his office, or erase his name altogether from the local magistracy of the colony, and

I trust that your Lordship will approve of the proceeding.
I have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

—No. 467. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, x. Cc. Bey
to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government Office, St. Lucia, 20 January 1836.

In my despatch of the 12th instant 1 made your Lordship acquainted with the

unwarrantable conduct of a Mr. Goodman, who, in his capacity of justice of the

peace, ordered an apprenticed labourer to be publicly whipped in the market-place

in the town of Soufriere, although two special magistrates were then residing on

the spot.
Having minutely inquired into the circumstances connected with this case, I can

come to no other conclusion than that this illegal punishment was committed in

direct opposition to my authority, and with a view to impress on the minds of the

negroes that the power of punishing them was still vested in the local magistracy.

Your Lordship will observe, by Mr. Goodman’s letter, that he states he pu-

nished the apprentice in question on his own voluntary confession of his guilt, but

by the report of the special magistrate the theft was positively denied by the

prisoner.
I do not consider it necessary to encroach on your Lordship’s time by further

enlarging on this subject, but it may be observed that Mr. Goodman is not borne

out by the authority of the ordinance; the 8th clause alluded to by him only gives

power to the local magistrates in cases of police, and the preceding clause fully

explains what those offences are.
[do myself the honour to forward copies of letters from Mr. Goodman and the

stipendiary magistrate of the district, and to acquaint your Lordship that I have

thought it expedient to suspend Mr. Goodman from his functions of justice of the

peace until I receive your Lordship’s instructions, and I trust that my proceedings

will meet your Lordship’s approbation.
T have, &c.

(signed) Dudley Hill,
Lieutenant-Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 467.

Sir, Soufriere, 7 January 1896.
T nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency, that an official

report was made me by the serjeant of police attached to this district, that a summary con-

Viction of an apprenticed labourer before a single magistrate (Mr. Goodman), for the crime

fe cane-stealing, took place yesterday, which was followed by the punishment of 15

hes.
I have, &c.

(signed) William John, ;

The Honourable William Hanley. S. S. Magistrate, 2d District.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 467.

Sir, Soufriere, 12 January 1836.
Havine received your letter of the 11th instant, in reply to mine of the gth, I now con-

sider myself authorized to reply to your former letter of the 8th instant. I therefore beg
leave to inform you, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, that the
case therein alluded to was a matter of police, the particulars of which are as follow :—
A bundle of sugar-canes having been stolen by Felix Faidée, and the same found in his

possession by me on the night of the 5th instant, whilst he was in the act of taking them to
is residence in this town, he was on the following day put on his trial for the offence, when

he voluntarily confessed having stolen the said sugar canes from Anse Mamin estate, the
propery of the Baron D’Yooley. I therefore, in virtue of the local ordinance of 23d Octo-

er 1834, clause 8, adjudged the said Felix Faidée to 15 stripes, which punishment, in
virtue of the local ordinance dated 1st December 1834, clauses 6 & 7, I ordered the police-

man Réné to see and have inflicted.
1 have, &c.

Honourable William Hanley, (signed) John Goodman,
_ Colonial Secretary. Justice of the Peace.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 467.

Sir, Government Office, Castries, 15 January 1896.

1 am directed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor to acquaint you, with reference

to your report of ihe 17th instant, that he has directed Mr. J. Goodman to be suspended
from exercising the functions of a justice of the peace in this colony.

As his Excellency considers it his duty to represent to the Right honourable the Secre-

tary of State this manifest opposition totis circular letter lately addressed to the local ma-

gistrates, he requests you will make a most minute inquiry into this affair, and transmit a
circumstantial report thereof for his information.

In making this inquiry, you will ascertain the following particulars :—
Name of the apprentice and master.
Quantity of sugar-cane found in his possession.
Where seen by Mr. Goodman.
The particulars of the examination, and where it took place.
Whether immediately sent to prison.
The evidence produced or required.
When and where the punishment was inflicted.
By whom inflicted and under whose directions, and the orders for so doing.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Hanley,

William John, Esq., S. Magistrate. Colonial Secretary.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 467.

Sir, Soufriere, 16 January 1836.

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to request you will represent

to his Excellency the following result of my inquiries respecting the punishment of the ap-

prenticed labourer Felix, of the property of M. Regis Eustache, residing at this place.

The town constable, having received directions from Mr. Goodman, arrested the appren-

tice at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 6th ultimo, and conveyed him immediatelybefore

that gentleman at the room usually used by the justices of the peace, over the prison, for

the purpose of holding their weekly session. .

The prisoner was charged with having been met by Mr. Goodman himself the preceding

evening, in the street of Soufriere, with a bundle of canes, five in number, on his head ; and

having given an unsatisfactory account of the manner in which they came into his pos-

session, they were taken from him by Mr. Goodman, who dismissed him for the night, with
an intimation that he should inquire further into the matter the following morning. e

prisoner, on being arraigned, denied the charge of having stolen the canes, alle ing they had

een given him by a man whose name he either did not know or refused to isclose; and
after undergoing an examination by Mr. Goodman, the particulars of which I could not
learn with sufficient exactness to enable me to report for his Excellency’s information, he

was adjudged to receive 15 stripes, and to be dismissed. At the moment, as he alleges,

whilst sentence was passing, Réné de Bernard, one of the rural police, entered the room, and

was ordered by Mr. Goodman to attend the infliction of the punishment, which took place

in the market-place, one of the penal gang having been selected for that purpose. His Ex-

cellency will observe that the evidence on which this apprentice was condemned wasentirely

presumptive, formed on the circumstance of his being unable or unwilling todisclose the

name of the person by whom the canes had been given him; at the same time I think it my

duty to observe, that the crime of cutting and stealing canes is one of the principal subjects

of complaint brought before me, and which as yet I have been unable to repress, owing to

the difficulty of discovering the perpetrators. :
I have, &e.

(signed) William Joho.


