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P A P E R S

PRESENTED T0 PARLIAMENT, BY

HIS MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY
HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

 

PART III.

(1-)
(In Continuation qfthe Papers presented in the year 1835, Nos. 177 and 278.)

J A M A. I C A—(continued.)

1836.

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,

30 March 1836.

 

 

1 66.-—I.



SCHEDULE.

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Officers administering the

Governments in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies, 61c.

(L.)—-Circular Despatch, 18 June 1835, addressed by Lord. Glenelg to the Governors of the

West India Colonies, &c. - - - - - . . - .. . p, 5

(M.)-—Circu1ar Despatch, 1! October 1835, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the

West India Colonies, &c. - - - - . . . - - - p- 5

(N.)—Circular Despatch, 16 November 1835, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of

the West India Colonies, &c.; (with two Enclosures) - . . . P- 6

(O.)—Circular Despatch, 25 November 1835, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors ofthe

West India Colonies, &c. - - - - - - . - - - - p, 9

(P.)-—Circular Despatch, 30 June 1836, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the

west India Colonies, &c. - . - - - - . - - . p. ,0

(Q.)-—Circular Despatch, 15 March 1836, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the

West India Colonies, &c.; (with Enclosure) - - . - - . - p, 12

JAMAICA.

No. 145.——Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated King’s

House, St. Jago de la Vega, 12 April 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - p. 14.

No. 146.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

1July1835 ------------p.18

No. 14.7.--Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of $1130 to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House, St.

Jago de la Vega, 5 June 1835 . - — - p. 19

No. 148.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

12 August 1835 - - - - . - . - . . . p. 19

Nozxu .--Copy of a Despatch from the Mar uis of Sligo to Lord Glenel dated Hi hgate

9 Jamaica, 22 June 1835; (with Enclctylsure) - - - - i? - -g p. 26

No. 15o.—Copy of 3 Des atch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

17 August 1 35; (with three Enclosures) - - p. 28

No. 151.-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 31 July 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - - - - p. 30

No. 152.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 6 August 1835; (with two Enclosures) - - - - p. 44

No; 153.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Shgo, dated Downing-street,

29 September 1835 - - - - . - . - . - . p, 53

No. 154.....Copy of a Despabch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 6 August 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 53

No. 155—7.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 7 August 1835 ; (with Enclosure) . - - - p. 56—70

No. 158.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis 6f Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 17 August 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - . . p, 71

No. 159.--Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing—street,

5 October 1835 - - - - - - - . - - - p. 73

No. 160,—Copy of a Letter from W. G. Nunes, Esq. (Secretary to the Governor of Jamaica) to

Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House, Jamaica, 21 August 1835; (with Enclosure) p. 74.

No. 161.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord. Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 5 September 1835; (with two Enclosures) - . . - - p. 78

No. 161.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

4. November 1835 - - - - p. 80

No. 163.--Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 6 September 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - - - p. 81

No. 164....Copy of a Despatch from the MarEuis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate.

Jamaica, 7 September 1835; (with nclosure) - . - - - - p. 87

No. 165.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street.

29 October 1835 - - - . - .. .. . - - . p. 88

No. 166 -—Extract. of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jammca, 19 September 1835; (with Enclosure) - . - - - - p. 89
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S C H E D U L E—continued.

 

No. 167-—-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 21 September 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - . p. 92

N0.168.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’5 House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 24 September 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - p. 96

No. 169. -Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Gleneig, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 28 September 1835; (with three Enclosures) - - p. 97

No.17o.--Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelgto the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,
12 November 1835 - - - p. 100

No. 171.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 9 October 1835; (with Enclosure) - -‘ - - p. 100

N0.172.—Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquisof Sligo, dated Downingostreet,
29 November 1835 - - - - - - p. 104.

No. 173.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligoto Lord Gleneig, dated Highgate,
13Octobe1-1835 - - p. 104.

No. 174..—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,
15 December 1835 - - p. 104.

No. 175.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King‘s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 4. November 1835; (with three Enclosures) - - - p. 105

No. 176.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Gleu‘elgt0 the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,
24. December 1835 - - - P-135

No. 177.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 18 November 1835 - - - p 136

No. 178.-—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’5 House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 21 November 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 136

N0. 179.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 28 November 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 137

No.18o.—Extract of a. Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’5 House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 28 November 1835; (with Enclosure)- - - p. 14.0

No. 181 .-—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 5 December 1,835 (with Enclosure) - -. - p 142

No.182.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquisof Sligo, dated Downing-street,
15 October 1835 - - - p. 14.3

No. 183.--Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 5 December 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - p.144.

No. 184..—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquisof Sligo, dated Downing~stteet,
22 January 1836 - - - - p 147

No. 185.-Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo toLord Glenelg, dated King's House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 5 December 1835 - . - p.143

No. 186.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 13 December 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - p 150

No.187—8.——Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 29 December 1835; (with two Enclosures) - - - p. 151

N0. 139.-—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 1 January 1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - p. 161

No. 190.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
13 January 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 199

No. 191.-Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 14. January 1836; (with two Enclonures - - p. 205

No.192.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lard Glenelg, “We“ King’s House,
bt. Jago de la Vega, 20 January 1836; (with Enclosure) - - p. 215

No. 193.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Gleneig to the Marquisof Sligo, dated Downing-street,
21 January 1836 - - - p. 216

No. 194..-—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquisof Sligo toLord Glenelg, dated King’s House.
Jamaica, 21 January 1836 - — - p. 217

N0. 195.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, datedKing’5 House,
St. Jago de la Vega, 22 January 1836; (with Enclosure) - - P- 213

No. 196. --Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,
bt. Jago de la Vega, 2 February 1836; (with Enclosure) - . P- 220

106.
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S C H E D U L E—continued.

 

No. 197.—-Copy of aDespatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 6 February 1836; (with threeE nclosures) - - - p. 229

No. 198.-—C0py ofa Despatch from the Marquis of VSligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate, Jamaica,

25 Febmary 1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - - - - - p. 235

No. 199.—Extract of 'a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 13 February 1836; (with two Enclosures) - - - p. 242

 

Appendix (B .)

 

COLONIAL LAWS.

No. 78.—JAMAICA.—An Act to restrain and punish Vagrancy—(Passed 12th December

1833) - - - - - - - - - - - P- 244

 

No. 200.-—Cop of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate, Jamaica,

5
I - - O I -

arch 1836; (with Enclosure) - . p- 249

No. 201.——Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to lord Glenelg, dated Highgate, Jamaica,

10 March 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - . - - . p. 250

No. 202,—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

18 March 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - . - . . - P- 262

No. 203.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

10 March 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - ,.. - - . p. 269

No. ao4.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 5 March 1836; (with Enclosure) - - . . - - . p, 294,

No. 205.——Copy of a Despatch from the Manguis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Kin‘g’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 30 March 1 36; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 298

No. 206.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Do wning-street,

14 June 1836 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 306

No. 207.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 2 April 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - - p. 307

No. 208.—Extract of a DesPatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King’s House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 17 April 1836 ; (with Enclosure) . - - . p, 346

No. 209.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated St. Jago de la Vega,

18 April 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - - - - . P- 363

No. 210.—Extract of a Despatch from .the Marquis of Sligo to lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 25 April 1836; (thh Enclosure) - - - . - - - P- 353

No. 211 -Cop of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

28yJune 1836 - - - ~ - - . . . . - - P- 368

No. 212.-—Cop of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

28yJune 1836 - - - - - - - - - . .. - p, 368

No. 213.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

28June1836- - - - - - - - - - - -p.37o

No. 214.—Extract of a Despatcb from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

 

Jamaica, 7 May 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - . P- 370

No. 115.— Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 24 May 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - - p. 374.

No. 216,—Copy of a-Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated King's House,

St. Jago de la Vega, 13 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 380

No. 217,—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,Jamaica,

23 June 1836; (with Enclosure) - - - «- - - - . p. 386

No. 218.-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Downing-street,

11 July 1836; (with five Enclosures) - - - - - - . p, 395

TABLE (B.)

Return of Punishments from 1 August 1835 to 31 May 1836 - - - - p. 408
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PAPERS

RELATIN G T0 1‘" E

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

  

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Lord Glenelg to the
Oflicers administering the Governments in His Majesty’s Possessions in
the West Indies, &c.

 

(L)
COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 18 June 1835.
IN conformity with an Address of The House of Commons, dated lst instant.

calling for the undermentioned Returns, I have to request that you will cause
the same, so far as they apply to the Colony under your government, to be
prepared forthwith, and forwarded to this department to be laid before The
House.

1. Return of the names of all special or stipendiary Magistrates who
have been removed from or resigned their oflice; specifying the reasons for
the same so far as the same can be communicated.

2. Return of the number and nature of the Punishments inflicted on the
Apprenticed Labourers in each Colony by the special or stipendiary Magis-
trates; specifying the offences for which they were inflicted, separating
males from females.

3. Return of the names and number of Apprenticed Labourers who have
purchased the unexpired term of their Apprenticeship, and the several sums
paid for the same.

4. Copies of Instructions given to the special or stipendiary Magistrates,
as to the extent and performance of their duties.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

(M)
COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Colonial Office, 12 October 1835.
IT has been represented to me, not indeed by any official authority, nor even

in any written communication, but by oral statements frequently repeated at this
Office, that very extensive purchases have been made in the West Indies of the
claims of individuals entitled to participate in the compensation fund; and that,
availing themselves of the' ignorance and unfounded alarm of the small pro-
prietors, thepurchasers have in many instances bought up such claims at an
enormous discount, amounting to 50 or even 60 per cent. Cases of this extreme
nature were reported at this Office within the present week, by two gentlemen
commercially connected with' several of the islands, one of Whom mentioned that
he had himself received and rejected several tenders of the same nature.

If the statement be inaccurate or exaggerated, no inconvenience can result
from the instructions which it is my present object to address to you on the
subject. On the other hand, if the facts be correctly reported, those instructions
may perhaps have the effect of arresting or remedying, through the intervention
of the local legislatures, a very grievous abuse and wrong.

1 66. The

Dexpatch

(M-)



Desputch

(M)

Despatch

(N -)

 

6 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The purchaser of a claim under the Slavery Abolition Act does not incur the

slightest assignable risk of losing his money. He has for his security the

national faith of Great Britain and Ireland, pledged in the most solemn form in

which such an engagement was ever yet made. If the seller supposes that any

danger really exists, he labours under an illusion so gross, as without further

roof to demonstrate that he is not in a state of general information to deal on

equal terms with the speculators to whom his right is transferred. To them it

can be no secret, that the payment, though unavoidably postponed until the

completion of the returns from the Colonies, was yet from the first absolutely

certain.

Under such circumstances it would be contrary to justice, and even to the

most obvious and immediate public interest, to allow transactions of this kind to

be rewarded by their expected profits. They must deprive of the benefit designed

for them by Parliament precisely that part of the population upon whom the

Abolition of Slavery Will press with the greatest severity; and whose cheerful

co-operation in the new order of things it’is most important to conciliate.

The Commissioners of Compensation, of course, cannot remedy, or even

notice officially, this abuse. They cannot look beyond the strict legal title of

those who may prefer claims under the Act of Parliament, nor can the Commis-

sioners of the National Debt decline to pay the sum awarded to the holder of a

proper power of attorney, on the ground of any supposed or real want of equity

in the terms upon which he may have obtained that power from the original

claimant. But it is competent to the local legislature of each Colony to enact,

that all sales and transfers of claims made for any pecuniary consideration shall

stand only as securities for the money actually advanced upon them, with simple

interest, and for any expense which the purchaser may have properly incurred

in prosecuting the claim, and in receiving the meney. Neither would it be diffi-

cult to devise some compendious method of proceeding by which the seller might

enforce against the purchaser the right to recover the balance which would be

due upon an account to be stated between them on this principle.

The preceding suggestion may probably not be thought unworthy of the

attention of the Council and Assembly of You will assure them

of the cordial desire of His Majesty’s Government to second any measures which

they may see right to adopt for carrying it into full effect.
I have, &C.

(signed Glenelg.

 

 

. (NJ

COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir,
Downing-street, 16 November 1835.

I HAVE the honour to enclose for your information a copy of a Letter

from my Under Secretary, Sir George Grey, to the Secretary of the TreaSury,

relative to a proposed application to Parliament for a sum of money in aid

of Negro Education, and also a copy of a circular Letter subsequently addressed,

by my direction, to the secretaries of several religious societies in this country

on the subject of the appropriation of the sum voted by Parliament towards this

object.
’

In the event of any applications for assistance out of the sum placed at the

disposal of His Majesty’s Government, towards the erection of school-houses

being addressed to yourself, I request that you will forward the same to me, with

such information and remarks as may enable me to judge of the propriety of

complying with them. I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 7

Enclosure 1? in (N.)
Sir, _ Downing Street, 2lst July 1835.I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acquaint on, for the information of the Lords Commis-sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, that his ordship has had under his consideration themeasures which it will be expedient for His Majesty’s Government to adopt in pursuance ofthat part of the Fifth Resolution on the subject of Colonial Slave , agreed to by The Houseof Commons on the 12th June 1833, which resolves, “That His Majesty be enabled todefray any such expense as he may incur in aiding the local legislatures in providing, uponliberal and comprehensive principles, for the religious and moral education of the negropopulation to be emancipated.” '

With a view to the consideration of this question, this department addressed to theGovernors of His Majesty’s Colonies concerned, and to the various societies in this countrywhich interest themselves in the religious instruction and education of the negroes, certaininquiries, for the purpose of ascertaining the extent of the means actually existing towardsthe accomplishment of this object, and the different modes in which those means are applied.The voluminous returns and documents which were received in answer to these inquirieswere placed by the Earl of Aberdeen in the hands of the Rev. J. Sterling, whose practicalacquaintance with the state of the negro population, combined with his general knowledgeof the most recent inquiries into the systems of education ursued in this country and on theContinent, qualified him to be of use to His Majesty’s overnment on the occasion, andwhose zeal for the object in view induced him to undertake gratuitously the task of arrangingand consolidating the results of the papers intrusted to him, and of investigating the subject
at lar e.

Angable and valuable Report has in consequence been made by Mr. Sterling; and, upona full consideration of this important question, Lord Glenelg desires that you will submitto the Lords Commissioners the following outline of the measures which he proposes to
ado t :—

' aving especially in his view the observance of those “ liberal and comprehensive princi-ples” which Parliament has already determined shall be adhered to, and at the same timethe “religious and moral” character of the education to be provided, his Lordship is ofopinion, that the proposed end can be most effectually secured through the agency of thedifferent religious bodies already engaged in promoting education in the Colonies, and which
comprise, not only the functionaries of the Established Church in the West Indies, but
members of most of the leading denominations of Christians. The past success of thesevarious societies in diffusing education amon the negroes, though greatly limited by a.deficiency of funds, afi‘ords satisfactory groun for anticipating the most favourable results
from an increase of the means at present available in their hands; while, on the other hand,
Lord Glenelg conceives that the establishment of a new and distinct system would tend to
interfere with their operations, without deriving any assistance from their agency.
The rule which he proposes to adopt with respect to the distribution of funds to be placed

at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government for this purpose, is similar in principle to thatwhich has governed the application of the sums recently granted by Parliament in aid of
the erection of schools in this country. Upon a review of the Statistical Returns received
by this department, it appears that the first step towards the attainment of the object in
view must be, the granting assistance for the erection of new school-houses. Lord Glenelg
therefore proposes to take into consideration such applications for assistance of this nature
as shall be accompanied by a report from one or other of the societies I have adverted to,
which shall satisfy him that the case is one deserving of attention, and which shall be
accompanied by adequate security, that a fixed proportion of the estimated expenditure shall
be provided by voluntary subscription, or from some other source. In the Manritius, and in
some parts of the West Indies, it is probable that the agency of societies of this nature may
not be available to the full extent required. In these cases it is proposed to grant sums of
money in aid of local contributions towards the erection of schools, to be conducted on the
prinaple of the British and Foreign School Society, or of the National Board of Edncation
m Ireland, according to the circumstances of the Colony. Although it is impossxble to
form an accurate computation of the sum which will be required for this purpose by His
Majesty’s Government in the resent year, progortioned as it must be to the amount
derivable from voluntary subscription, to which c has reason to believe a consxderable
stimulus will be afforded by the proposed Ian, Lord Glenelg is prepared to recommend to
their Lordships to submit to Parliament t e propriety of placing a sum, not exceeding
20,0001., at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government, to be granted in aid of voluntary
contributions towards the erection of school-houses in the Colonies and Settlements to who
the provisions of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery apply.
From communications which have been held with the representatives of several of the

societies in question, Lord Glenelg is led to anticipate, from the adoption 9f the coarse
suggested, a rapid increase in the number of existing schools, and the extenswe establish-
ment of a class of schools for the instruction of infants.
As an additional security for the due appropriation of specific sums granted for the above

purpose, Lord Glenelg contemplates the employment of Inspectors m the Colonies, who
shall transmit to His Majest ’s Government, through the respective Governors, reports on
the state and efficiency-of t e schools which shall have received any share of the public
mone .
Tthe is, however, an object besides that of the erection of school-houses, which it is

1 66, equally
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equally necessary to include amongst the earliest ineasures to betaken for effectually promoting

the education of the negroes, and that is, the provxdmg them With competent teachers. Even

if a sufficient number of such teachers were to be found in this country (which Is far from being

the case) they would hardly be induced to go to the Colonies withoat such salaries as eoul

not easily be afforded, whilst the state of society in the West Indiesrenders it in vain to

seek in that society, at once and without due preparation, for the requ1sxte competency.

Under these circumstances, the most economical as well as the most effectual mode of

roceeding will be at once to establish Normal schools. Lord Glenelg is of opinion, that at

east two schools of this nature ought, if possible, to be formed in the West Indies, and one

in the Mauritius, in the course of the present year. If these schools are to be erected, it is

obvious that a longer delay must take place ; but his Lordship trusts that buildings may be

at once hired, or otherwise obtained for immediate and provisional application to this pur-

pose. The eneral design of these schools will be to admit, from amongst candidates

recommendes by the respective societies or their agents in the Colonies, a number of pupiIS,

proportioned to the extent of their means and efforts, who shali have already received a

certain amount of elementary education, and whom it may be practicable, m the course of a

short time, competently to instruct in the art of teaching. By this means, an adequate

number of native teachers may, it is hoped, at no distant period he provided.

It may be necessary to incur some expense in the maintenance of these pupils while thus

receiving instruction; and the masters and mistresses of these Normal schools ought to be

rsons of superior qualifications, and of high character.

The cost of three such schools, including the hire of the buildings as well as the salaries

of the teachers and the partial subsistence of the pupils, cannot but be considerable: Lord

Glenelg therefore proposes, that, in addition to the sum of 20,000l. for the erection of

school-houses, the sum of 5,0001. should be inserted in the estimate for negro education to

defray the expense of Normal schools.

His Lordship recommends, that for the present year His Ma'esty’s Government should

confine themselves to the two objects for which these sums o 20,0001. and 5,0001. will

make provision. It is his intention in the meantime to invite the concurrence of the local

legislatures in such of the Colonies as possess these institutions in making provision for a

portion of the necessary annual expenditure required for the maintenance of schools for

negro education. I am, &c.

To the Honourable J . Stewart, (signed) George Grey.

&c. &c. &c.

 

Enclosure 2, in (N.)

Sir, Downing Street, 12th September 1835.

I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acquaint you that the sum of 20,0001. has been placed

by Parliament at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government, to be granted in aid ofvoluntar

contributions towaxds the erection of school-houses in the Colonies and Settlements to which

the provisions of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery apply. Lord Glenelg proposes in the

distn'bution of this sum to avail himself, as far as it may be practicable, of the agency of the

several religious societies at present engaged in promoting education among the negtoes ;

and with this view his Lordship is prepared to receive from these societies specific appli-

cations for pecuniary assistance towards the erection of such school-houses for negro educa—

tion as the consider to be required durin the present year.

He has elt it right to lay down the fol owing general conditions as indispensable to the

reception of any such applications :—

That each society making application be required to pledge itself to His Majesty’s

Government, not to withdraw any portion of its funds now appropriated to negro education,

in conse uence of the aid to be received from the Parliamentary grant.

That t e society be required to certify, that the school for w ich the aid is applied for is,

or is intended to be, conducted on the principles and plan sanctioned by the rules and

constitution of the society applying.
That the society transmit With the apElication a statement of the Colony and situation in

which the school-house is roposed to e erected, of its dimensions, and of the number of

scholars which it is inten ed to hold; and an estimate of the probable cost of erection;

together with such other particulars as may satisfy His Majesty’s Government that the

school-house is actually required, and that it is likely to be permanently appropriated to the

instruction of the negroes.
That before any grant shall be made to a society towards the erection of a school-house, a

written undertaking shall be given by some fierson authorized on behalf of the society, that

a proportion of the estimated expense (to e fixed by His Majesty’s Government) will be

tovided out of the funds of the society.

It is not possible at present to fix t e proportion of expense which can be defrayed fr‘. 111

the Parliamentary rant, and the amount may perhaps vary with the circumstances ofthe Coiony

in which the schooiwill be situated. But it is desirable that His Majesty’s Government should

be furnished with as early an estimate as can be obtained of the required expenditure for

the present year. For this urpose I am to request, that you will inform me if the

society is prepared to ava' itself of the co-operation of His Majesty’s Government, on

the conditions above specified. In that case l have further to beg, that you will at your
earliest
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earliest convenience, transmit to me, for the information of Lord Glenelg, a statement of the
probable number of school-houses which the society may be desirous of erecting during the
present year, of the Colonies in which they are to be situated, of the probable expense of
erection, and of the amount which the society can pledge itself to contribute towards. this
ex ense.

t may not be unnecessa to add, that all such schools as may have received aid from
the Parliamentary grant wil be subject to the inspection of an officer appointed by His
Majesty’s Government for that 1[V.mrpose, who will report upon their state and efficiency. It
is not intended to interfere wit the religious instruction given in the schools, but only to
ascertain that they really conduce to the moral and religious education and improvement
of the negro population, and thus answer the end for which the public money has been
advanced.

I have, &c.

(signed) George Grey.
 

(0-)
COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.
Sir, Downing-street, 25 November 1835.

IN my Circular Despatch of the 16th November, I transmitted to you copies
of two Letters addressed by my Under Secretary, one to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, the other to the Secretaries of the various religious societies in this country,
which are enumerated in the margin, with reference to Negro education. These
documents will have informed you of the steps which have been taken, in pursu-
ance‘of the Resolution adopted by both Houses of Parliament in June 1833 on
this subject.
The readiness with which The House of Commons acceded, by an unanimous

vote, to the grant proposed by His Majesty’s Government for the education of the
recently emancipated population in the West Indies, will afford the strongest
assurance to His Majesty’s subjects in those Colonies that the British Nation is
deeply interested in their welfare, and that it duly appreciates the importance,
and is disposed liberally to contribute towards the promotion of the education of
that large class of the community, on whose religious and moral improvement
the final success of the great measure of Emancipation, under Providence, mainly
depends. I have every reason to hope that, in the next Session of Parliament,
3. further sum will be placed at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government for
the advancement of the same object.
The British Parliament, both in adopting the Resolution to which I have

.adverted, and in voting the sum of 25,000 L, in fulfilment of the pledge con-
tained in that Resolution, assumed that the Colonial Legislatures would be
desirous to co-operate with them in providing adequate means for the attain-
ment of the end in view; and I cannot doubt that this eipectation was justly
entertained and will be fully realized.

It is superfluous for me to point out the important interest which the proprie-
tors of land in have in the religious instruction of the labouring
population, and the diffusion among them of those principles which afford the
best security for good order and the right discharge of every social duty. I am
aware that to the success of any means employed for this purpose, individual
exertions and assistance are essential; but where the object is of such high im-
portance, and so much is required in order fully to meet the exigency of the
case, I trust that the will not hesitate to follow the example
of liberality which has been given by the British Parliament, and will readily
make such provision as they consider reasonable towards the maintenance, on
liberal and comprehensive principles, of schools for the education of emanci-
pated negroes in . .
You will lay before the in the ensuing Session, copies of this

Despatch, and of the enclosures to my Circular Despatch of the 16th November,
and you will invite their early consideration of the subject to which they relate.
I trust that I may regard this as a question on which little difference of: Oplnlon
is likely to exist, and that I may confidently anticipate that the WlSheS and
efforts of the British Parliament and of His Majesty’s Government, Wlth reference
to this important object, will be promptly seconded by the and by
all persons of property and influence in I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg. '
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Church Missionary Society.
Society for the Propagation of

the Gospel.
Society for Conversion of tho

Negroes.
London Missionary Society.
Wesleyan - - - ditto.
Baptist - - - - ditto.
Scotch - - - - ditto.
Moravian - - - ditto.
Ladies’ Society for Educating

Negro Children.
British and Foreign Sch'oo

Society.
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COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing—street, 30 January 1836.

THE accounts which I have received from time to time of the conduct and

industry of the apprentices, appear to prove that cultivation may be profitably

carried on in the West Indies as long as the apprenticeship lasts, and afford

much encouragement to hope that full and complete emancipation will be

attended with beneficial results, both to the employers and the labouring popula-

tion. Some precautionary measures, however, seem to be required, in order to

guard against that degree of danger to the value of property, or the more per-

manent interests of society, which can scarcely fail to attach to so great and

important a transition.
It must not be forgotten, that the conditions under Which society has hitherto

existed will, on the‘ expiration of the apprenticeship, undergo an essential

change. During Slavery, labour COuld be compelled to go wherever it promised

most profit to the employer. Under the new system it will find its way wherever

it promises most profit to the labourer. If, therefore, we are to keep up the cul-

tivation of the staple productions, we must make it the immediate and apparent

interest of the negro population to employ their labour in raising them.

There is reason to apprehend that at the termination of the apprenticeship

this will not be the case. Where there is land enough to yield an abundant sub-

sistence to the whole population in return for slight labour, they will probably have

no suflicient inducement to prefer the more toilsome existence ofa regular labourer,

whatever may be its remote advantages, or even its immediate gains. Should

things be left to their natural course, labour would not be attracted to the culti-

vation of exportable produce, until p0pulation began to press upon the means of

Subsistence, and the land failed (without a more assiduous and economical culture)

to supply all its occupants with the necessaries of life. As soon as a natural

labouring population should thus arise, and the growing necessity of making the

most of the land should ensure the proper application of their labour, it might

be expected that the present staples would again be brought into cultivation. But

the depreciation which would take place in property, and the rude state into which

society would fall back in the mean time, make it desirable to adopt measures to

check this apparently smtural course.
How far it may be possible to check it effectually, it is not easy to determine ;

but by diminishing the facilities of obtaining land, it may certainly be impeded.

It is true, that where so much unoccupied land belongs to private persons, it is.

difficult to make any arrangement which will ensure the proper distribution of it;

nor am I prepared at present to recommend any definite measure for that pur-

pose which may be free from inconvenience. But it is of great importance in

the mean time that the evil should not be aggravated by the inconsiderate neglect,

or the incautious distribution of those lands which are at the disposal ofthe Crown.,

In order to prevent this, it will be necessary to prevent the occupation of any

Crown lands by persons not possessing a proprietary title to them; and to fix

such a price upon all Crown lands as may place them out of the reach of per—

sons without capital. The specific regulations by which this may be best effected

will probably vary with the local circumstances of each Colony. It is my present

object to explain to you the nature and grounds of the measure, that you may be

enabled to examine those circumstances in their true bearing upon the question,

and to arrange the details accordingly.
It would appear that a country is, then, in its most prosperous state when there

is as much labour in the market as can be profitably employed. In new coun-

tries, where the whole unoccupied territory belongs to the Crown, and settlers are

continually flowing in, it is possible, by fixing the price of fresh land so high as to

place it above the reach of the poorest class of settlers, to keep the labour market
in its most prosperous state from the beginning. This precaution, by ensuring a

supply of labourers at the same time that it increases the value of the land, makes
it more profitable to cultivate old land well than to purchase new. The natural
tendency of the population to Spread over the surface of the country, each man

settling where he may, or roving from place to place in pursuit of virgin soil, is

thus impeded. The territory, expanding only with the pressure ofpopulation, is
commensurate
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commensurate with the actual wants of the entire community. Society, being
thus kept together, is more open to civilizing influences, more directly under the
control of Government, more full of the activity which is inspired by common
wants, and the strength Which is derived from the division of labour; and altoge-
ther is in a sounder state, morally, politically and economically, than if left to
pursue its natural course.

This policy has of late years been pursued with very good results in our North
American and Australian Colonies ; and there is no doubt that it may be applied
with advantage in the West Indies also. It cannot, indeed, beexpected to be
either so simple or so effectual in its operation, owing to the existing relations of
West Indian society contracted under a different system, to the alternately
neglected and exhausted state in which the long operation of an opposite policy
has left the already appropriated territory to the unnatural condition of the
labouring population, and to the artificial channels in which productive industry
has hitherto been confined. It is probable that the particular regulations which
have been found to answer in the possessions alluded to, may not be applicable to
so different a state of things. Of this,_however, within the limits of your govern-
ment, you are the most competent judge. I have therefore to request that you
will take the matter into your earliest consideration, and that you will then sub-
mit to me, in- detail, the arrangements which you may recommend as best calcu-
lated to carry the views of His Majesty’s Government into effect in the Colony
under your care.
One general regulation, however, I am prepared immediately to enforce: that

in future no Crown land shall be disposed of to private individuals otherwise than
by public sale, a minimum price being fixed, but this price not to be accepted until,
upon proper notice, it shall appear that no one is prepared to offer more, the
highest bidder being in all cases entitled to the preference; ten per cent. upon
the whole purchase-money to be paid down at the time of sale, and the remainder
at an early period after the sale, and previously to possession being granted.
The rules to be observed in surveying and portioning out the lands, the number

of acres which should make up a lot, and the amount of the minimum price, it
will be for you to suggest. It is not impossible that different parts of the Colony
under your charge may require different sets of regulations, according to the qua-
lity or produce of the soil, the vicinity of towns or rivers, the advancement of the-
population in the refinements of civilized life, and its greater or less density. On
these points I can offer you no other guide than a reference to the object which
the proposed measure is intended to effect. That object is not to force the cul-
tivation of the present staples by depriving the negroes of every other resource
for subsistence, but merely to condense and keep together the population in such
a manner that it may always contain a due proportion of labourers. When that
is the case, the most profitable produce will always afford the highest wages, and
the highest wages will always draw the largest supply of labour. To discourage
the extension of cultivation, or to confine it to any particular field, is by no
means desirable. But some security should if possible be taken, that all the
territory Which is cultivated at all shall be cultivated well. The minimum
price of land, therefore, should be high enough to leave a considerable portion of
the population unable to buy it until they have saved some capital out of the
wages of their industry, and at the same time low enough to encourage such
savings by making the possession of land a reasonable object of ambition to all.

I have already intimated, that the large tracts of unimproved and unoccupied
land which belong to private persons, though they will interfere With the eflicacy
of the measure, do not diminish its necessity. I am, therefore, unwilling to
encumber the subject with a reference to matters which may be reservetl for
separate consideration. Many of those persons must, however, be deeply Inte-
rested in the success of the policy which I have pointed out, and may probably be
induced to enter into the views of Government, and to make. such cessions or
adopt such regulations as may be of advantage to all parties. In pursumg your
inquiries on the immediate subject of this Despatch, you W111 naturally be drawn
into communication with them; and you Will not fail to recommend any practi-
cable arrangements by which you think the speedy and effectual operation of the
measure may be promoted. . .

In many cases serious difficulties Will occur in securing unsold lands for 'the
future from the intrusion of usurpers and squatters. You Will not omit to notice
the nature andextent of those difficulties in the Colony under your care, and the
measures by which they may be most conveniently overcome.

166. I have
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I have further to request that your communications on this subject may be

accompanied by the best information which you can obtain, as to the extent

and value of the Crown lands under your government, and the proportion or

them which is already occupied by persons without legal title.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

(Q)

Corr of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg It. the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 March 1836.

I ENCLOSE for your information an Extract from aLetter which I have received

from the Secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary Society of London, calling the

attention of His Majesty’s Government to a very serious abuse which appears

to prevail throughout the British West Indies on the subject of the Marriages .

of the Emancipated Slaves, and pointing out further mischiefs to be apprehended

from the present state of the law which confines to Clergymen in Holy Orders

of‘ the Established Church the power of solemnizing the marriage ceremony.

I also enclose for your information aprinted copy of the Bill to which that Letter

refers, as now pending in Parliament, for amending the Marriage Law in England.

Concurring without reserve in the opinion that the ministers of the various

missionary congregations ought to possess the power of celebrating marriages

amongst the members of their congregations, and that all doubts respecting the

validity of such marriages in past times ought to be removed, His Majesty’s

Government would earnestly impress upon the Legislature of the Colony under

your government the propriety of enacting on this subject a law conceived in the

spirit of the accompanying Bill, although of course comprising such variations

in the details as may be necessary for the adaptation of the measure to the physical

and social circumstances of the country in which it would have effect. Urgently

as such a departure from the ancient strictness of the common law of England

is demanded in this country, with scarcely a dissentient voice, the reasons in

favour of the change are yet more conclusive in reference to the British West

Indies. In those Colonies the number of persons either avowedly separated from

the Communion of the Established Church, or celebrating Public Worship in

places entirely exempt from episcopal control, bears to the entire population a

far higher proportion than in England. There also the great body of Christian

worshippers are not, as in this kingdom, gathered from persons trained from

infancy in the profession of Christianity; they are converts from heathenism and

idolatry. The relation which thus binds the minister and his people to each

other is one of a peculiarly impressive nature, and justly gives to the teacher an

influence, by the right use of which he can confer the most essential benefits on

society at large. To deny to persons occupying such a position the means of

promoting a due reverence among their converts for the institution of marriage

would be an act which it would be difficult to say whether the impolicy or the

irreligion would be more evident. I am persuaded that the Legislature of

will promptly and diligently apply themselves to

the work of maturing a liberal and comprehensive law, dispelling all doubts

respecting the validity of marriages already celebrated by the missionaries, and

removing all obstacles to their solemnizing such contracts hereafter amongst the

members of their various congregations.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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Wesleyan Mission House, 77, Hatton Garden,

My Lord, February 24, 1836.

Tim committee of the Wesleyan Missionary Society most respectfully solicit your

Lordship’s attention to the following statement respecting the serious interruption in their

labours which the missionaries of the society experience in the late Slave Colonies, and the

great inj ury to the cause of religion and public morals which results from the present un-

settled state of the marriage question in those Colonies. ‘

In order to form a correct estimate of the mavnitude of the evil complained of, it is

necessary to glance at the lengthened period whichllxas elapsed since the society commenced
its
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its operations in ‘the West Indies, and also at the extent of the missions which it has there
established. It is now half a century since the Rev. Dr. Coke founded the first Wesleyan
Mission at Antigua; and the work which then commenced has been prosecuted with such
succeSs‘ that the society has now flourishing Mission Establishments at Antigua, Dominica
Montserrat, Nevis, St. Christopher’s, Tortola, Anguilla, St. Vincent’s, Grenada, Trinidad:
Barbadoes, Tobago, Demerara, Jamaica, New Providence, Eleuthera, Harbour Island
Abaco, Turk’s Island and Bermuda. The number of accredited members or communicants:
chiefly black and coloured people, at the stations amounts to at least thirty-two thousand
persons ; while more than twice that number of people not as yet members of the society
attend the ministry of the missionaries, and receive catechetical and other instruction.
These societies and congregations are placed under the care of seventy-six ordained
missionaries from this country, besides a considerable number of subordinate agents who
act under their direction.

Regarding the divine institution of marriage as necessary to secure the foundation of
public morals, as the very bond and cement of all well-ordered society, and viewing
concubinage as directly opposed to the spirit and precepts of Christianity, the society has
made it one of the standing rules, which the missionaries are under obligation constantly to
observe, that no persons can be admitted as church members or communicants while living
in concubinage, nor can an who are now church members be allowed to remain in the
number of communicants, s ould they enter into the state of concubinage. Previously to
the introduction of the great national measure of Negro Emancipation, the missionaries
were therefore instructed to perform the ceremony of marriage among the slave members of
their respective flocks, as well as among those slaves who, after receiving Christian
instruction, sought to become members ; and they were fumished with books suitably
prepared, in order that they might keep a faithful register of all the marriages which they
solemnized. The enclosed leaf has been abstracted from one of those register books, that
your Lordship may be enabled to judge of the care which has been taken to preserve due
evidence of the marriages performed by the missionaries of the society.
So long as the state of slavery continued,‘ those marriages, although not formally re-

cognized by law, were notwithstanding regarded as morally good and binding, and were
productive of very salutary effects. The negro mind showed itself susceptible of the
sacredness of the union which religion had cemented ; true conjugal affection was created;
parental and filial affection were strengthened ; the domestic Virtues were elicited, and the
ne 0 marriages generally were so many benefits conferred upon society at la e.

he Abolition of Slavery has placed the question of negro marriages in anot er light, and
has incidentally introduced a new and painful state of things. Those marriages among the
negroes which were performed by the missionaries of the society while the negroes were
regarded by the law as “ goods and chattels,” as “things” rather than “persons,” were
sufficient to answer the purpose of marriage so long as such continued to be the legal
condition of the negro opulation ; but no sooner were the negroes elevated to the state of
persons and freemen, an doubts were raised respecting the validity of their former
marriages. As freemen, they had become capable of contracting legal marriage, and the
question arose, whether the marriages which they had entered into while slaves were legally
binding on them as freemen ; and with this question, that of the legitimacy or illegitimac
of their children, the fruit of those marriages intimately connected itself. Great is the eVll
which is felt in this new state of things. The mass of the married negro members at
most of the mission stations are reduced to the painful alternative either to submit to the
unmerited reproach of living together in concubinage, or, by being remarried according to
the form required by law, thus to illegitimate their children, and render them incapable of
inheriting property. Instances moreover are not wanting where negroes, in whom
temptation proves stronger than principle, taking advantage of _the _uncerta1nty which now
prevails upon the subject of past slave marriages, desert their Wives and children, and
marry to other persons. . .

But the unsettlinv of ast negro marriages is not the only ev11 complained of; .the
difficulty experienceg in the celebration of legal marriage is also extensxvely and painfully
felt. Exce ting in Demerara, and in those of the Bahama Islands where there IS no
minister o the Established Church, the missionaries of other denominations not being
empowered by colonial law to marry free persons, cannot any longer celebrate marriaoe
amon the negroes. In these circumstances, owing to the paucxty of clergymen of t_e
Churcgh of England, in several places marriage cannot be legally celebrated at all ; and in
other laces where there arelclergymen within reach, the exFense and difficulty connected
with t e celebration of marriacre m the Elaces of worshi be onglng to the Establishment,

tprove obstacles more formidabble than e negroes are a ways prepared to encounter. The
consequence is, that in numerous instances, negroes who were listening to the religious
instruction imparted by the missionaries, and were bidding fainto become respectable and

useful members of general society, yield to the pressure of Circumstances, and, forming

illicit connexions, settle down in the state of concubmage. . _ .

The correspondence of the missionaries on this important subject is .too extensxve to be
submitted at length to your Lordship, but a very few extracts Will be sufficrent to

afford your Lordship an opportunity of judging from their own words how deeply the
missionaries are convinced of the necessrty of providing an adequate remedy for the

existing evil. ‘ .

[Here follow various extracts from the correspondence of the Wesleyan Socrety in proof of

the preceding statements, which extracts it does not, however, seem necessary to transcrgibei}
I. “c
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Such is the case which is, with great respect and deference, submitted to the consi-

deration of your Lordship. The committee, painfully alive to the trying situation in which

many thousands of the people under the care of the society’s missionaries in the late

Slave Colonies are thus placed by the incidental operation of the Act designed for their

benefit, cannot allow them to remain in circumstances which impose u on them the

necessity of submitting to the undeserved odium of living in concubinage or Ogillegitimating

their children, by being remarried according to the form required by law ; the committee

cannot abandon them to this cruel alternative, and at the same time leave the societies at

the mission stations, generally, destitute of a suitable provision for the due celebration of

marriage, without making e utmost efforts to obtain an adequate remedy for the

emergency which has thus unhappily occurred. The committee are persuaded that your

Lordship will not be found indifferent to a subject affecting so seriously a large proportion

of the negro population of the late slave colonies; for if, by the unsettling of such a vast

amount of negro marriages, the illegitimating of the children, the fruit of those marriages,

and the want of roper facilities for celebrating legal marriage, the very foundations of

morality and goalJ order are thus to be undermined and weakened, the paternal care

shown by His Majesty’s Government and the Imperial Parliament in furnishing the means

of religious instruction to the negro and coloured population must necessarily to a very

great extent be defeated, and their liberality be bestowed in vain.

Encouraged especially by this consideration, the committee most respectfully, but most

earnestly and importunately, solicit your Lordship to procure that the principle of the

General Marriaove Bill which a noble Member of His Majesty’s Government has submitted

to The House 0? Commons may be applied to all the late Slave Colonies also; or that a.

separate contemporaneous measure expressly adapted to those Colonies ma be reparcd ;

or that such other means may be provided as your Lordship and is K’Iajest ’s

Government may Se- fit to adopt for legalizing all past me to marriages performed y

accredited missionaries of all Christian denominations, and 0 which due evidence can be

produced ; and for empowering all regular Christian missionaries, equally with the clergy—

men of the Church of England, to solemnize legal marriage for the future, in all the

chartered as well as Crown Colonies affected by the operation of the great national measure

of Negro Emancipation.

The Right hon. Lord Glenelg,
&c. &c. &c.

(signed) J. Beacham.
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COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 12 April 1835.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, having heard that two female

' apprentices had been flogged at the House of Correction at Kingston, I requested

a copy of the examinations, which had been taken by orders of the Corporation

before I heard of the offence having been committed. These I have the honour

to enclose to you, and have not directed any further inquiry, as all the material

facts are there clearly laid down. I have caused it to be intimated that such a
mode of punishment is illegal, excepting when ordered by a special justice, and

that Dr. Spalding, whether as surgeon to the institution or local magistrate

had no right to order such an infliction, nor could the Board of Superintendence

justify any person in so doing. I have not however given that body any opinion.

As to the instance in question, as there are some circumstances involved in it

which make me wish to act by your Lordship’s opinion, it is necessary for me

to inform your Lordship that the ordinary dress of the praedial female appren-

tices in this island is a coarse Osnaburgh shift with short sleeves, half high in

front and coming no lower than the waist. They wear, besides, a blue cloth or

Osnaburgh petticoat, tied round their waist under this short shift, but so ar-

ranged that, whenever a weight is lifted, the skin appears between the shift and

the petticoat. I mention this, in order that your Lordship may understand that
flogging over the clothes, as appears in the evidence, is merely over a single linen

shift, which is tight on their shoulders and very imperfectly covers them.

My reason for not at once deciding on what should be done is, that though

the punishment was decidedly illegal, on whom to visit the offence does not

appear to me to be so clear. The Board of Superintendence appear to me to
have given a highly illegal order, as they authorized the indiscriminate flogging

of
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of males and females in case they should not stay at the tread-mill the time
they were condemned to work at it. Much blame, therefore, must attach to
them. for this, and in some degree does it shield Dr. Spalding for his part of
the transaction, but I do not think it affords him a complete justification. In
his orders to continue flogging the women, there appears to have been more
done than was requisite in his medical capacity, as all he would have to do, did he
not wish to have the femaleflogged, was to certify to the director that she was not
ill. It appears to me, therefore, as if he interfered unnecessarily and not very
humanely in this case, and that he adopted somewhat of the magisterial character
in it. As, however, there is some difficulty in the decision, and I may be per-
haps somewhat prejudiced against this gentleman in consequence of some unne-
cessary severity which he has shown since my arrival here, in forcing, just previ-
ous to the 1st of August, a number of lately purchased apprentices, very much
against their will, to remove from Plattfield in Saint Mary’s to another property,
I would rather leave the decision in the hands of another. The affair
at Plattfield to which I allude was that where Mr. White excited my dis-
pleasure, which I reported home, and which has been continued at intervals
almost ever since until lately, when matters have been arranged between him
and his people.

It is true that the apprentices, who very much dislike the constant labour of
the tread-mill, do throw themselves off of it and refuse to work out their 'sen-
tences, and that it is very hard to manage them. In the House of Correction at
Black River the gaoler has adopted the use of the cat at his own pleasure, but
only on males. The moment I heard of it, of course I stopped it, and directed
that they should be brought before the special magistrate, who would direct
such punishment as he should deem expedient.

If the matter is stopped at the House of Correction at Kingston, perhaps it is
not worth while to take any further notice of it ; but I feel that it would be very
wrong for me to have acquired the knowledge that such a matter had taken
place without communicating it to your Lordship. I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure in No. 145.
Mr. Chairman,

YOUR committee appointed to superintend the House of Correction in this city have to
report, that Nathaniel Bancrof, M. D. has for some timeémst been humanely employed in
attending on the persons afflicted with the king’s evil at oco Bay, in the apartments pro—
vided for them in the Institution, and in testin the virtues of a newly discovered medicine
in the cure of that loathsome disorder, and which medicine your committee have been in-
fonned he procured at a high price. Your committee, in bringing this circumstance under
the notice of the Common Council, with a view to the humane and philanthro ic endea-
vours of the doctor to alleviate human misery, being supported, as far as it is in t e power of
the Court to do so, by the defrayal of the expense of the medicine, take leave to state that
their determination was come to without the doctor’s knowledge, privity or consent.

It is with regret your committee feel called upon by a sense of duty to report, that
two female apprentices have been subjected to corporal unishment in the Institution;
the one by William Cofi'ay, a boatswain of the same, and t e other by the supposed order-
of Dr. Spalding.
From the nature of the evidence elicited during the investigation, your committee are led

to believe that the former person erred through ignorance of the law, he having been very
lately employed in the Institution, and that no blame attaches to the superintendent, who.
was absent on duty when the punishments were inflicted.
Your committee take leave to annex the statements, on oath, of William Cofl'ay, Edward

Brown, Richmond, and the superintendent, with reference to the case of Jeannette Williarns.
They have not deemed it necessary to give those relative to the case of Aglaia CeHay, havmg
admitted that he inflicted five or six lashes on her, but that he was not aware at the time
that he was acting contrary to law.

Kingston, 12 March 1835. .
Referred to a Special Committee appomted on the 16th March 1835.

Wednesday, 18th March 1835.
Aldermen, Dallas. C. C. Men, Taylor.

Brown. Woolfrys.
Trowly.

Committee resolved to confine their investigation to the circumstances of the punishment
on the female (named Jeannette Williams) said to have been inflicted by the supposed
orders of Dr. Spalding. .

George Aitc/zison sworn.—Is superintendent of the House of Correction; there Is a woman
named Jeaunette Williams, sent in on the 27th Jannary last, under a sentence of the éssxze

, ourt.
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Court. That sentence directed that she should be worked on the tread-mill ; she was in

compliance placed upon the mill at the proper periods ; she was very obstinate in general;

at times she uitted the mill, by throwing herself off on her legs; used persuasive means to

keep her on t e mill, but without effect; she was never to my knowledge flogged for not re-

maining on the mill, until the 26th of February, when, finding all other means unavailing, I

ordered her to receive two or three stripes over her clothes, which were inflicted.

I felt myself authorized by the chairman and two other members of the committee to in-

flict punishment with the cat when other means failed ; I was at the same time cautioned to

use it very sparingly. At the time the, committee instructed me to use the cat, my impres-

sion was that it should be used to females as well as males ; the committee made no excep-

tion. I have heard that Jeannette has since received stripes from a cat, but do not know it

of my own knowledge ; when Jeannette was flogged on the 26th February by my orders, Dr.

Spalding was not present ; she was so flogged by my orders about eleven o’clock ; I went

down town on the business of the Institution about two o’clock ; Dr. Spalding had not

then visited the Institution on that day. I returned between four and five o’clock, when I

was informed by William Cofi‘ay, boatswain in charge of the tread-mill, that Dr. Spalding

had ordered a man to receive a flogging at the gate; that he had also ordered a woman to

be flogged on the mill; I asked what woman; he said Jeannette Williams; I cautioned him

in future not to receive orders from any one but a magistrate or myself. He said that he

had acted under the impression that Dr. Spalding was ama 'strate. I saw the woman that

evening, she appeared very well, and did not com lain. r. Coffa has been employed in

this Institution since the 14th February ; I certainly think that ofl'ay must have known

Dr. Spalding to be the doctor ofthe Institution; I have no doubt he knew it. The flogging

took place on Thursday, and I did not hear of her complaining until Saturday followmg,

when I ordered her to the sea to be washed. For her obstinate conduct she was confined

in the cell from the Frida morning until Saturday morning, when she complained. I had

frequentl before the 26t February used the cat to males and females indiscriminately.

The fem es were more refractory, and the cat had the desired effect of keepin them on the

mill. . Aitclzison.

William Cofiay sworn.—I am boatswain of the tread-mill; commenced duty about the

14th last month; I know Dr. Spalding to be the doctor attendin this Institution. I have

used the cat myself to persons on the wheel, but very seldom; generally called a boat-

swain when it was necessary. The cat was used indiscriminately to men and women, some-

times scarcely exceeding three licks, and that always over their clothes. Knows a woman

named Jeannette Williams, she was worked on the wheel. She was excessively obstinate ;

used the cat to her for not remainin on the wheel, b the general orders of the su erinm

tendent, which was done; can’t sayiow many times e cat had been used to her ; it had

been used to her more than once. I recollect her being flogged the day the superintendent

was absent, but can’t say the day of the month; she was put over the bench, and received

a few lashes over her clothes in the resence of the superintendent. I had occasion to order

her a few stripes myself that same ay to keep her on the mill; she was again flo ged that

day b order of the doctor; can’t say ow many stripes ; it was over her clothes ; t e stri s

I thin exceeded a dozen : she was on the ground, and would not go on the wheel all t at

could be said. When the doctor came in, there was no boatswain in the mill-house but

myself. The woman was then on the wheel; as soon as she saw the doctor she came off;

the doctor and myself ordered her on again; she stood up and would not obey; she com-

plained of being sick. The doctor examined her, and said she was not, she must go on the

wheel ; she would not obey; The doctor said, call the boatswain; I did not tell the doctor

I was the boatswain; I told some one passing to call a boatswain. When Richmond came,

I can’t say whether Richmond had previously struck her, but I heard the doctor say, flo her

till she goes on the wheel; Richmond continued to flog her, and she went back on the w eel;

the doctor was present during that time; she soon came off the wheel again. The doctor

said to Richmond, do your duty, sir, and Richmond again flogged the woman ; can’t say if

she went on the wheel again while the doctor was present, but she did go on the wheel

again ; saw no blood come throu h the clothes; at the time that Richmond was flogging

her, both the doctor and Richmon were ur ing her to go on the wheel. Had Dr. Spalding

not been there, I should myself have used t e cat to Jeannette Williams.—-William Cqfl‘ay.

Richmond sworn.—Isone ofthe boatswainsof the Institution; remembersfloggin Jeannette

Williams; was working at the Asylum; was told that Dr. Spalding sent to call the boatswain ;

when I came, Mr. Cofi'ay said I must make Jeannette go on the wheel ; I told her to go, and

she did so, and then fell off. The doctor felt her pulse. The doctor said she was making a

sham ; flog her up; I flogged her, can’t say how many licks ; my shoulder was sprained, and

[could not use my strength, but I flo ged her ; the flogging was over her clothes; can’t say

how many licks; it was not her only I was licking; when they went on the wheel I stopped.

Jeannette was very obstinate and would not go on when ordered; licked others at the same
time; Jeannette was very obstinate and said she was sick; the doctor said she was not sick,

I must make her go up. Jeannette got more flogging from me than the others, because she

would not go on the wheel; the others went on the wheel when they were ordered. The

doctor went away and left me at the mill. Jeannette worked on the wheel after the doctor

went away; I gave Jeannett two or three licks at a time till she went up; then I stopped.

John Nethersole, Esq.—Is an alderman of the city, and one of the managing committee

of the House of Correction. The directions given by the managing committee are, to keep

up the strictest discipline in the Institution, to enforce strict attention to all sentences, and

to keep such offenders as are sentenced to the tread-mill regularly on the wheel during the
stated
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stated eriods. In consequence of several of the persons sentenced to the wheel throwing
themse ves off the wheel, and refusing to remain on it, under the impression that they could
not be flogged, the committee found it absolutely necessary to give directions that in those
cases the cat should be made use of for the purpose of enforcing obedience; that in giving
those directions no distinction was made between the males and females ; that the cat was
made use of, and has had the desired effect, as it is now very seldom resorted to.

. , . John Nethersole, Alderman.
Alderman Jordon gave Slmllal‘ ev1dence.

 

Gentlemen,
I AM much indebted to the presiding alderman, who has afforded me an opportunity

of fully explaining how I came to be concerned in the circumstances which have given rise
to the present investigation, what part I took in them, and of exhibiting in its proper light,
as I doubt not I shall be able to do, In conduct as Surgeon to the House of Correction.

I visited the workhouse on the 26th Iiebruary, and, as customa , went into the tread-mill
house, not however to exert magisterial authority, but to ask i any person required my
professional advice.
One woman, I was told, declared herself sick: I examined her then, but as I thoucrht I

could better judge of her pulse, &c. after she had rested a quarter of an hour, I waited5 and
again examined her; I found the pulse (previously uickened by the exercise, as it must be
always) had come down to the natural standard; 5 e exhibited no sign of local or general
disease, but, on the contrary, was robust, plump, clear in the com lexion, and obviously in
high health: I accordingly pronounced her to be so, and directed t at the boatswain should
place her on the mill. I am informed he was not present, but was called, and came. He
tells you he put her on the mill, as I desired him, and that she remained on for a time, and
then threw herself off. He tells you that I again examined her, and again declared she was
shamming, and that he must make her dance the mill.

Iexpostulated with her, and warned her she would bring punishment on herself if she
pursued this refractory conduct. He tells you she again threatened to come down, and I
said to him, “ Won’t you flog her '9” I added, “ I don’t see what else you can do with this-
ret'ractory woman, to prevent the whole ang coming off, and so rendering the punishment
prescribed b the magistrates a farce. e tells you I said to him, “ If you don’t do your
duty and ma e her dance the mill, you must be re orted to the magistrates.” I do not
recollect this, but it is quite possible I may have saicfso, with a view to intimidate her, and
show her she would be compelled to remain on the mill.
The boatswain tells you, “ He gave her two licks by my desire, and she went up

again; I then went away.” It is obvious that I was made a part to these proceedings, b
my duties as an officer of the institution, examining the sick and t e pretended sick ; that
was, after very careful and repeated examinations, satisfied this woman Jeannette Williams
was not sick, and that therefore I was not justified in ordering her to be taken off the mill ;
but that I never supposed I was exercising an undue authority when I said she ought to be
coerced to remain on the mill, knowing, as I id, that punishment, under such circumstances,
was a necessary and established part of the discipline of the institution, and inflicted in this-
case in conformity therewith, and not originating with me. It can be proved, that even this
woman had been punished repeated] durin the morning, before I came there, but ofwhich
(or its effects at any time) I had no nowle ge, as it was always inflicted from time to time
over the clothes, and without exposure of the person. It has been stated by Alderman
Jordon, who presides over the Institution, that it had been, by his and the committee’s
orders, the practice since the establishment of the tread-mill, though corporal unishment
had been abolished in the other de artments of the Institution, to use it occasmnally, but
sparingly, at the tread-mill, in suc cases of insubordination and refractory conduct as this
woman had exhibited. I therefore submit, that it was in pursuance thereofinflicted 1n the
present case, and its extent occasioned by the unusual hardihood and obstmacy of the
culprit. I trust at all events our committee is satisfied that it is unfan‘ to hold. me_ respon-
sible for the punishment, if t at was illegal, far more so to consider it as originating Wlth
me, as has been erroneously represented. I am, &c.

(signed) Hinton Spalding.

Mr. Chairman, . . _
YOUR special committee, appointed on the 16th March last to make further Inquiryanto

the circumstances which led to that part of the Report presented by the managing commlttee
of the House of Correction, stating that a female apprentice had been subjected to co oral
punishment in the Institution, b the supposed order of Dr. Spalding, re ort that the ave
taken the examination on oath 0 George Aitchison, the su erintendent of t eI:Iouse of rrec-
tion ; William Cofi'a ,boatswain of the tread-mill ; and Ric mond, one ofthe duvets attached to
the Institution. T at they have also taken the examinations of Alderman Jordon, chairman,
and Alderman Nethersole (both members of the managing committee)! by whom re-
8pectively it is admitted, that directions were given by them, that _the disc1p11ne of the
Institution should be strictly kept up, and for that purpose, when it became absolutely
necessary that the cat should he resorted to, and made use of to all persons indiscriminately.
Your special committee have also had from Dr. Spalding a statement of circumstances as-
they occurred. From all which your special committee ascertain, that the corporal punish—
ment reported by the committee ofmanagement to have been inflicted by the supposed order of'
the doctor, was only such use of the cat by the driver as was authorized by that committee
for carrying the sentences renounced against offenders into execution, andwas not so inflicted
with a view to increase the punishment awarded to the prisoner, but for the purpose. of

l 66. compelling
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compelling her to stand on the tread-wheel, to which she had been sentenced by the last

Assize Court. . . . .

With regard to the supposed order of the doctor, your special committee are satisfied

that there was no intention, on his part, of interfering, nor dld he interfere .w1th the rules laid

down by the managing committee for the internal dlsmplme of the Institutlon, or of inflicting

additional punishment ; but that. a nnseonstructlon was Placed upon his words, when, m the

discharge of his professional duties there, the fernale havmg refused to stand upon the wheel

from alleged illness, he, after careful examinatlon, pronounced her to be 111 perfect health,

quite able to undergo her sentence, and that she should be flogged up tu_the wheel. \Vhen

she threw herself off, the cat was, in consequence of thls declaration, and in pursuance of the

directions given by the managing committee, made use of to the female over her garments,

in the resence of the doctor, and this was construed by the boatswam of the tread-mill to

be by is orders.
 

——No. 146.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 1st July 1835.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 12th of April last, re-

porting the punishment with the whip of two female apprentices at the House of
Correction in the city of Kingston, in Jamaica. The illegality of these proceed-
ings appears to me to depend upon the answers which must be returned to two
questions, neither of which is noticed in the documents accompanying your
Lordship’s Despatch. The first of these questions is, whether these women had
been sentenced to the tread-mill in respect of any violation of their duties as ,
apprenticed labourers ? The second, whether, by the general law of Jamaica,
women not in a state of apprenticeship are liable to be urged to labour on the
tread-mill by stripes inflicted under such authority and in such a manner as in
the cases to which this correspondence refers .9 If the offences of Jeannette and
Aglai were committed against the law respecting manumitted slaves, then, under
the 17th section of the Act of Parliament, their punishment was evidently
illegal. On the other hand, if they were sentenced under the general law of the
island for crimes which persons not being apprentices might commit ; and if
by that general law such persons would have been liable to such chastisement on
such authority, then, under the terms of the proviso at the conclusion of the
17th section, I apprehend that the proceeding may be legal. The law for the
Abolition of Slavery lays down no general rule respecting the punishment of
women by the whip, but merely exempts female apprentices from that punish-
ment to the same extent as if they were not apprentices. Chastisement of this
kind cannot form any part of that peculiar code to which they are subject. But
to whatever extent it may enter into the general colonial code in reference to
women of other conditions of life, it will affect females in a state of apprentice-
shi also.

€Vithout undertaking-to express any positive opinion whether a breach of the
law took place in these cases or not, I think that if any penalties have been
incurred they ought to be enforced. I should much deprecate any suspicion of
indifference 0n the part of the Local Government on such a subject ; and if
persons of some consideration in the island of Jamaica have really been guilty of
infringing a law so intimately connected with the moral elevation of both sexes,
I think the rank of the ofi'enders affords a strong motive for bringing them to
justice. The example of their punishment would be peculiarly impressive.

Your Lordship states that you have caused it to be intimated that the punish-
ment by the whip was illegal, except when ordered by a special magistrate.
I conclude that there is some accidental misquotation in this passage of the
instructions which you have really given, since a special magistrate has no more
right than any other justice of the peace to authorize the punishment of women
by whipping; indeed, it might be more accurately said that the special magis-
trate is more clearly incompetent than any other person in the commission of
the peace to pronounce such a sentence. The peculiar code which it is his
especial province to administer forbids it peremptorily in all cases where females
are concerned ; although it is possible that the general code, with the execution
of which the ordinary magistracy are charged, may be less restricted. Should
this be the case, your Lordship will inform me of the date and provisions of the
Act under which this punishment is authorized. I have &c

(signed) Glenelg.
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Con of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of 81590 to Lord Glene/g.
My Lord, King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 5 June 1835.A QUESTION has arisen here, on which I wish to procure your instructions howI am to act. A lady of the name of Perez was about to sail from Kingston for Car-

thagena, and was anxious to take her apprentice, lady’s maid, with her. Theapprentice came before the Special Justice of Kingston and declared her desire
to go with her mistress ; but from his being uncertain as to the state of the lawon that point, he referred the case to me before he gave any decision. I con-
sulted the Attorney General, who considered that under the 14th section of theJamaica Abolition Act it was illegal. On attentively reading over the clause
and that of the 14th of the 1st Act in Aid, passed in the July Session of lastyear, I considered that the intention was to prevent their being taken off the
island against their wills for the purpose of being continued in slavery, and sent
back a note of that opinion to the Attorney General. Of his reply I have the
honour to send you a copy. Though I think there is much weight in his objec-
tion, yet some other legal characters considering that my view was the more
correct one, I have directed that in this instance the woman might be allowed to
go with her mistress, and shall most probably have your directions how I am to
act before any other similar case arises. I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

—No. 148.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing-street, 12th August 1835.

IHAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 5th June last, on the sub-
ject of the removal of apprenticed labourers from the island of Jamaica, in attend-
ance on the persons of their employers.
The 9th section of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery declares

that “ no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to be removed from the
Colony to Which he or she may belong.” The authority of that Statute in
Jamaica not having been superseded by any Order of The King in Council,
under the 23d section of it, must be regarded as indisputable. It follows,
therefore, that the compulsory removal of any apprenticed labourer in attendance
on the employer’s person would be illegal, and the mere usurpation of a right
not incident to the relation between the parties.
On the other hand, the law does not prohibit the voluntary departure of an

apprentice from a British Colony with the consent of the person entitled to his
services. If an apprentice should quit Jamaica with such a consent, he would,
during his absence, be entitled, in the fullest sense of the words, to all the privi-
leges of a free British subject. He could not lawfully be compelled to return to
the Colony nor to serve his employer elsewhere; the relation between them is
exclusively local.
The Attorney General of Jamaica objects even to the voluntary departure of

an apprentice in attendance on his employer’s person, because means might
readily be found of selling him into slavery in Cuba. The danger is not perhaps
very considerable; but the existence of it scarcely affords any proof that the
law has forbidden such voluntary departures. When the apprenticeship shall
have come to its close, there will still be a possibility of the same crime being
committed. So long as slavery shall exist in any part of the West Indies or
America, The King’s subjects of African descent or origin may become the prey of
slave-traders. Yet no one will maintain that a black colonist in Antigua at the
present day is not at liberty to hire himself to go by sea as a domestic servant
to any part of the world. , .
The measures which your Lordship has adopted for preventlng abuse on these

occasions appear to be as effectual as the nature of the case Will allow! with
perhaps one exception. At present I understand you to haye granted a license
for the departure of the apprentice, on proof made to the. satisfaction of a spe-
cial justice that the apprentice was willingly concurring in the measure. Y-our
LOrdship might further direct the officers of Customs to make an Immediate
report to the nearest special magistrate, as often as any vessel shall be about to
clear out from the island, having on board any black or coloured person who is

166. not ,
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not on the muster-roll of the ship as a mariner. The special justice might also

be instructed to point out distinctly to apprentices about to quit Jamaica the

degree of risk which they would incur of being sold into slavery in some adja-

cent foreign settlement. With these precautions, I should trust an effectual

security might be taken against the frauds which the Attorney General appre—

hends. If not, it would become necessary for your Lordship to propose to the

Local Legislature some enactment having that object in view ; nor can I doubt

their readiness to prevent a practice, at once so disgraceful and so directly inju-

rious to the interests of their constituents. I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

—-No. 149.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 22 June 1835.

THINKING that it might be desirable that you should be acquainted with the

effect of that part of the abolition law which entitles the apprentices to purchase

their freedom on a valuation, I have called upon all the Special Justices to fur-

nish me with a return of the names and valuations of all those Whom they have

in the course of their duties valued. The result I have the honour to enclose ; by

which you will see that up to the lst, 522 apprentices have been valued; that out

of that number 343 have paid the money, and 166 have declined in consequence

of the valuation being higher than their means could reach. Several of the

magistrates have not assisted at any valuations, and from two, Messrs. Norcott

and M‘Leod, I have received letters declaring that it was out of their power to

comply with my orders on the point ; Mr. Norcott, for the reasons mentioned in

his letters, which I must confess I deem to be most extraordinary; and the other,

Mr. M‘Leod, because he had kept no register of them. h &
I ave, c.

(signed) Sligo.
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Specid Justiees‘ Names. v31: paid, :3; Special JusticeS' Names- :lfl Paid. :3;

Mr. S. Llo d - 4. 2 5 Mr. W. Finlayson - 12 4 3

— D. Maigregor - 36 2 1 - J01“! Gurley ’. 5 5 -

- James Nolan - 4 3 1 J. R. Hulme - 9 1 g

— J.Odell - - 5 4. 1 — R. S. Haly - 10 6 4
- A. L. Palmer - 4. 3 1 - Wm. Hewitt - 3 1 2

— E. D. Philp - 3 . a 1 - C. Hawkins - 5 5 ..

- S. Reynolds - 3 3 — - T. W. Jones - 3 1 2

- ‘J. R. Thomas - 3 3 — - 'l'.Baynes - 6 _. 6

- A. Welch - 1 1 .. - W. A. Bell - 10 8 2

— Henry Walsh - 2 a — - H. Blake - 8 5 3

— R. Cooking - 17 16 1 - T. Colebrooke - 9 9 _

- Henry Laidlaw - 14 9 5 — N. A. Connor - 13 8 5

— R. J . Langrishe - 8 5 3 Messrs. Connor 8;] 6

- E. B. Lyon - 38 25 13 Chamberlaine -[ 31 25
-— Thomas Davies 87 68 19 Mr. P. Dunne - 4 a g

— S. Pryce - 8 6 2 — R. Daly - - 3 _ 3

— J. Daughtrey - 10 6 4. Messrs. Hill & Nor- 1 6 Not

.. S. Rawlinson - 14. 3 11 con - - - 4’ { noted.

- T. M. Oliver - 12 5 7 Capt.A. Dillon - 5 3 2

- Wm. Marlton - 21 1 1 10 Mr. A. N. Macleod - ‘ 4. .. 4

- E. D. Baynes - 13 12 1 - J.H. St. John - 2 _ 2

Capt. H. B. Clarke - 2 2 .. Dr. Thompson - 1 1 _

- Oldrey - - 3 Not noted. Capt. Kent - - 2 2 ._

Mr. James Clinch - 5 3 2

— J. S. Jerdan - 2 Not noted. 522 343 166
— W. H. Sowley - 22 9 13 '

— A. T. Dillon - 4 3 1 W
— J . K. Dawson - 6 5 1 Not noted, whether paid or not paid 13
-- Bryan Edwards 5 4, 1 —‘

- E.E.Fishboume 7 4 l 3 5“

Mr. Boume has sent in no Return, though frequently applied to for it.
Mr. Cooper ill.
No valuations made by Messrs. Ramsay, Gillam, Jackson, C. Brown, Eveleigh, Baines, Gregg,

Parnell, Lambert, Moresby, Alley, Fitzgerald, Woodin.
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ABSTRACT of Valuations of Apprentices—continued. JAMAICA'

Special Name of Apprentice TheOEState Parish Class V 1119 Re R. . ~ . a . mar 21.
Magistrate. Master’s Name.

‘ £. 3. d.
’ George Young - ngme - - St. Andrew‘s - Non-pmdial 60 — - Paid.

Hannah Lindsay - Airy Castle - ditto - - Predial - 35 - —- Paid.
Fanny Sims - - Waterhouse . ditto - - Non-praedial 45 -- ~ Paid.Richard - - Cherry Garden - ditto - - Pradial - 26 13 '4 Paid.
Mary Ann Short - Miss Campbell - ditto - - ditto . 62 - - Not paid.
Lucy Gordon — John Mais - ditto - - Non-pmdial 54 15 - Paid;
Maria Warren - Mrs. Cardoza - ditto - ~ ditto - 38 — — Paid.
1110mm - - Cherry Garden ~ ditto - - dim . 50 — — Paid.
Sarah A.Reen - C M. Jopp - ditto - - ditto . 27 - ,. Paid.
Eleanor - - John Mais - ditto - - ditto - 39 - — Paid.
Letitia Park - - William Park - ditto - - ditto - 54 - - Paid.
Robert Patience - John Pine - - ditm - - Prwdial - 53 - — Not paid.
Christie M‘Crea - Airy Castle - ditto - - Non-praedial 25 - - Paid.
John Strange (boy) Cherry Garden - ditto - - ditto - 18 - — Paid.
Dorothy Dawson ~ C. M. Jopp - ditto - - Prmlial - 56 - - Paid.
Richard Marshall - Mr. Marshall - ditto - - ditto - 63 - - Paid.

S Lloyd Charles Lindsay - Mr. E. Hall - ditto - - ditto - 56 - - Not paid.
' Richard Nicolls - David Ford - ditto - - ditto - 70 - — Not paid.

Eleanor Thomas - Dl'- Spalding - ditto - - ditto - 42 -- - Not paid.
Charlotte M‘Kinzie Frances Askew ~ ditto - - Non-praadial 67 17 10 Paid.
Bessy - - - Clifton Mount - ditto - - ditto - 45 - - Paid.
Rossina Rockwood - Content - - ditto - - ditto - 45 — — ! Paid.
Richard Jam. - James Clark - ditto - - ditto - 66 — - 9 Paid.
Joana Campbell - C. M. Jopp - ditto - - ditto . 26 - _ l Paid.
Mary Campbell - Ditto - ditto - - ditto - 36 - - Paid.
Edward Dawkins - Dltto - - ditto - - Pnedial - 38 — - Paid.
Amelia Moody - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 26 - - Paid.
Cecilia. Bloody - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 18 — — Paid.
Richard Rloody ~ Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - l3 — - Paid.
Robert Williams - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 66 — — Paid.
Ann Robinson - Miss Garrow - ditto - - ditto — 26 13 4 Paid.
Matilda. Campbell - Miss Campbell - ditto - - Non-praadial 47 - — Paid.
Robert Bounce - Hope - - ditto - - ditto - 45 - — Paid.

1 Nancy Santon - Mr. Marshal] - ditto - - ditto - 40 —- - Paid.

Jane 0. Wilson - Boston - - Portland - Non-pmdial 47 10 - Paid.
Helen Kenlock and - . . .D. MGR”! two Children - Smney H111 Estate ditto . - ditto - 60 — - Paid.

Elizabeth Bailey - Mrs. Hodgson - ditto - - ditto - 30 - - Not paid.
Kitty Sherley - Cambridge - ditto - - Pralial 44 15 6 Paid.

George Robinson - Peter Campbell - Vere - . l1:011-pn1adi111 140 - ~ Paid.
John Ferguson - Bog - - ditto - - radial . 100 — — Paid.

James N01“ - George Cousins - Ditto - - ditto - - Non-pmdial 75 - - Paid.
Susan Richards -. Ditto - - ditto - - Pmdial - 55 - — Not paid.

Catherine Buchanan Industry - - Hanover - Pnedial - 30 - — Paid.
I John Mathemn - Ditto ~ - ditto - - ditto - 10 - - Paid. 4

J. Odell- - .Mary Wilson - Ditto - ditto - - ditto - 50 - - N01: paid.
1 Amelia Letham - Newfound River- ditto - - ditto - l2 - - Paid.

Anne Devey - - New Paradise - ditto - - ditto - 32 - - Paid.

Samuel Cource -{ Egalifigfie mi} St. Ann‘s . Non-praha‘l 40 - — Paid.

A. L. Palmer - Hamlin Park - Westphalia Pen - Port Royal - Praeflial - 47 - — Paid.
George Smart - Pleasant Hill Pen ditto - . ditto - 55 -- -— Paid.
Alexander M‘Dermott Washington Pen- ditio - - Non-pmdial 34 13 4 Not paid.

Tabitha Campbell - Camp Savanna. ~ Westmoreland N011~pmdial 32 10 — Paid.
E.D. Philp - Catherine Clement- Ditto - - ditto - - dltfo - 32 10 — Paid. .

David Morrice - Glasgow - - ditto - - Pmdial 87 — —- Not paid.

W. Ramsay - None.

I Eleanor Williams - Norfolk - . St. Elizabeth - 1:21;?! 5 I 20 — - , Paid.
J. Reynolds - James and Elizabeth’l , - _ _ { I' 31.1 } 54 3 4 ‘ p 'd.1 Wright _ _ J \Iamale Pen - ditto N011-Prank:11 s I ax

William Henry - Claremont Pen - St. Mary's - Prmflial - ‘ 58 13 4 : Paid.
J. R. Thomas William Bennett . Albion Castle . ditto - - 'd-tco . - i 25 - - ; Pan}!-

Thomas Place - Green Castle - ditto ~ - hon-pnedial i 20 ’ " Paid-
A. Welch Robert W. Mai-kland Lottery - - Manchester - Pradial - lll — - Paid.

Sophia James - Mango Valley - St. Mary - Nonfpraedial 30 - - Paid.
Henry Walsh '{ Catherine M‘Cormick Spring Valley - ditto' - - duto - 28 3 4 Paid-

Frances Joness - Islington Estate - St. Mary’3 - Praeflial - 32 -— — Paid.
[ Cecilia Williams - New Hope ditto - ditto- - ditto 42 13 4 Paid.
i Mar are: Rou 111a . .

angd Daugghtez} Pembroke Hall - ditto - - Non-praedml 50 — - Pud.
Jennette Rissock _ .

Mary Ann Black - Ribhmond Estate ditto - - Predial . - 59 -- — Paid.
Eliz. Thomson & Son Oxford Estate - ditto - - Nonrpmdial 4o - — Paid.

R-Cocking - «\ Mary Jameson . Greenwood Estate ditto - - ditto - 45 ’— — Pmd.

EdwardMorson and - ditt _ _ d‘tto _ 36 _ _ pm;Elizabeth Morson Carlton Estate . o 1 '

Jane Penser - . Roslyn Estate - ditto - - d3tt0 ‘ 4? " - N0? pmd.
Jenuette Forbes - Cromwell Estate - ditto - - ditto - 4a - — Paid.

Edwgrd Reid. and Hopewell Estate- ditto - - ditto - 40 — — Paid.
Ruthard Reid - . _ ,

Archy Johnson - Bellfleld Estate - St. James 8 - Pradial - 88 17 9 i Paul.

1 66. {ccmtinued/
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22 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

ABSTRACT of Valuations of Apprentices—conlinued.

- The Estate

Sgecxal Name of Apprentice. or Parish. Class. Value. Remarks.

Magistrate. Master's Name.

£. 3. d.

R. Cocking . Nancey Weymeess - CastleWeeymess. St. James’s . Praedial - 32 10 -— Paid.

‘ Susannah Richard! Little River . St. Anne - Non-praedial 35 -— — Paid.

T. W. Tysee (a boy) Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 12 -— — Paid.

Eleanor Fullerton - Penny‘s Penn - ditto - - ditto - 21 6 8 Paid.

Eliza Fullerton - Ditto ’ - - ditto - . ditto - 21 6 8 Paid.

Sarah Borland - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 16 - - Paid.

Jane Hamilton - Dalrymple Park - gitto - - fiitto - lg — — gaig.

- Jane Hawthorn - Unit Valle - itto - - itto - 3 — - 3i .

“em “‘1'" Millie Mouctiefi'e - Fang Penny - ditto - . ditto - 42 — - Paid.
Morgan Anderson - Mrs. Cooking - ditto - - Pradial - 35 - - Not paid.

William Richards - Unity Valley - ditto - - Non-pmdial 65 -— - Not paid.

James Barnett - Walton - - ditto - - ditto - 54 3 4 Not paid.

Henry Williams - Fullerton Park - ditto - - ditto - 9 6 8 Not paid.

MuiaPink Waters G. F. Arthur - ditto - - ditto‘ - 20 — -- Paid.

Susan Darlingtou - Mount Pleasant - ditto - - Praedial - 30 - -— Not paid.

Susanna Simpson - Clarendon Park - Clarendon - Praedial ‘ - 55 — - Not paid.

Charlotte Baines - St. Jago - - ditto - - Non-praedlal 45 — — Paid.

Elizabeth Ross - Denbigh - - git!» - - 31W) - g3 — - 11:01: paig.

- Richard Dunkle - Ditto - - itto - - ltto - - - 0t pai .

“-3- mehe Jane Kenyon y - Mount Moses _ ditto - . ditto - 57 15 9 Paid.

James Allen - Green Park - ditto - - Pradial - 35 ll — Paid.

Charles Hicks - Rhymesbury Park ditm - - ditto - 34 14 6 Paid.

ManhaPenley - St. Toolies - ditto ~ - Non-praedial 25 13 4 Paid.

Jane M‘Kie - - Lysson Estate - SLThomasyeEaat Non-pmdml' 28 - — Paid.

John Casey - - Dim - - ditto - - dim - 4 — .. Paid.
Lucy Allen 4 - Leith Hall - ditto - ditto - 25 ~ - Paid. .

Lavinia Hall - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 25 - — Not paid.

Matilda. 0n“ - - George Taylor - ditto - — ditto - 24 - - Not paid.

Richard Robinson - James Brydon - ditto - - ditto - 32 — — Paid.

Cecilia Bunnie - Blue Mountain - ditto - - Pradial - 50 - - Paid.

Henry Phelps - Dim - . ditto - - ditto - 60 - — Not paid.

Muy Waters - Dim - - ditto - . ditto - 36 — — Not paid.

Nancy Lance - Windsor Castle - ditto - - Non—pnedial 25 - - Paid.

Thomas Brewing - Dim: - - ditto - - ditto - l4 - — Paid.

Elizabeth Robinson - Dun Robin - ditto - - ditto - 40 ~ - Paid.

Flora M‘Kie - Rosette - - ditto - - Predial - 50 - — Paid.

Williun Palme - Sheffield - - St. David’s - Non-prmdinl 45 — — Paid.

Susanna Edmondson Albion - ditto - - ditto - 45 - - Paid.

Jessy M‘Culloch - Hall Head - St.Thomas yeEut ditto - 16 - - Paid.

James Callaghan - Buckingham - ditto - - ditto - 25 - - Not paid.

Justinia Simmonds — Sheffield - - St. David’s - ditto - 45 - — Paid.

E B L on _ Sally Hare - - Chreighton Hall- ditto - - ditto - 37 6 8 Paid.

' ‘ 7 Thomas Dunkelly - Little Hill- - St.ThomasyeEast Predial . 42 13 4 Not paid.
Robert Dick - Miss Sims - ditto - - Non-pmdial 37 6 8 Paid.

AlexanderHutchenson Buckingham - ditto - - ditto - 26 13 4 Paid;

Charles Young - Ditto - - ditto - . ditto . 45 — — Not paid.

10mph Harris - Ditto - - ditto - - Prtedial , - 25 - - Paid.

Ann Hutchenson - Ditto - - ditto - Non-predial 37 6 8 Not paid.

Allen M‘Lean - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 5 6 8 Not paid.

Rose Johnson . - Garbrand Hall - ditto - - Pradial - 37 6 8 Not paid.

Ellen Phillips - Golden Valley - ditto - - ditto - 21 6 8 Paid.

Grace M‘Farlnnd - Lyssans - - ditto - - Non-praedial 27 13 4 Paid.

Eliza M‘Kie - Ditto - - ditto . - ditto - 27 13 4 Paid.

Ann M‘Kie . . Ditto - — ditto - - ditto - 27 13 4 Paid.

John M‘Kie - — Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 27 13 4 Not paid.

Susan M‘Kie - Ditto - - ditto -- - dim - 27 13 4 Not paid.

Margaret Milwain - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 36 17 10 Paid.

Sarah Nangle - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 5 6 8 Paid.

Mary Canning - Hall Head - St.ThomasyeEas Non-p ‘31 36 - - Paid.

L Charles Anderson ~ Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - l4 - - Paid.

Ann Lewis - East Prospect - ditto - - ditto - 36 — - N01: paid.

Isabella Campbell - Georgia - — Trelawney - Non-praedial 40 - - Paid.

Joseph Bridge - Green Park - ditto - - Pmdial - 42 - — Paid.

Ann Elder - - York - - ditto - - Non-praadia] 26 — - Paid.

; Eliza Chambers - MargaretCreighto ditto - - ditto - - 32 —- - Not paid.

; John chgame - Bosliu Castle - dim - . ditto ~ 14 — — Paid.

1: Sarah East - - George's Valley - ditto - - ditto - 34 — - Paid.

| Eliza Holliday - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 18 - - Paid.

Edvard Wisdom - Elizabeth Foster - ditto - - ditto - 25 -— - Paid.

‘ Glasgow - - Mary Spencer - ditto - - ditto - 32 — — Not paid.

Thomas Williams - Water Valley - ditto - - Prmdial - 75 - - Not paid.

i Eleanor Crew - George Tindal - ditto - - Non-predinl 21 —- - Paid.

Thoma Davies J Ann Crew - - George Tindal - ditto - - dam . 13 - — Paid.
Frances Thornton - Thomas Thornton ditto - - ditto - 20 - — Paid.

E1881“)? Reed - Eliza M‘Kenzie - ditto - - ditto - 40 ~ — Paid.

John Gibbs - - Brampton Bryan- ditto - - ditto - 30 - - Paid.

‘ Robert M‘Kellity - Green Park - ditto - - ditto - 25 - _ Paid.

George Wilson . Roslin Castle - ditu‘) - - ditto - 18 - - Paid.

Eliza Dunstan - Gale’s Valley - ditm - - ditto - 30 - — Paid.

Ann Dunstone - Ditto - . ditto - - dim - 30 - - Paid.

Margaret Geddes - George‘s Valley - ditto - .. ditto - 18 - — Paid.

' Louisa Jones - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - l6 - — Paid.

l Henry Fisher - Bunker’s Hill - ditto - - Prudial - 50 - - Paid.

Robert Jenkins - Orange Valley - ditto - - ditto - 80 ~ — Pnid.          
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ABSTRACT of Valuations of Apprentices—continued. JAMAICA‘

l‘ The Estate !
Sliecufl Name of Apprentice. or Parish. Class. Value. Remarks.“38‘5"“te' Master’s Name.

£. :1. ll.Susan Duncan - Holland - - Trelawney - Non-prmdial 30 - ~ Paid.Betsy Holder - William Miller - ditto - - Pradial _ 40 — _ Paid.Jane Sutherland - Ditta - - ditto - - Non-pmdinl 32 — — Paid.Charles Walker - Hyde - - ditto - - Predial - 50 — '— Paid.Jessy Hyslop - Green Park - ditto - - Non-praedial 30 - — Paid.Mary Willocks - Ditto - - ditto - - dim, - 35 _ _ Paid.
Charles Thompson - Water Valley - ditto - - Pmdial _ ‘40 _ _ Paid.
Joanna Sims - Jane Richmond - ditto - - Non-pmdinl 30 _ _ Paid.

frjfim“ } Green Park - ditto - - ditto - 100 _ _ Paid.
Rebeca. Harewood - Hopewell ~ - ditto - - ditto - 33 - .. Paid.
Elizabeth Brown - Silver Grove - ditto - - Praedial - 2o _ __ Paid,
John Page - Mrs. Lamont - ditto - - Non-pmdial 5o _ _ Paid.
Helen Girdwood - Good Hope - ditto - - ditto - 25 _ - Paid.Elizabeth M‘Clare - Stonehenge - ditto - ~ dim - 25 _ - Paid.
Lewis Ferguson - Green Park - ditto ~ - ditto - 100 — -— Paid.James Brovm - Chester - - ditto - - Praedia] - 75 - — Paid.
James Kelly - William Dyer - ditto - - Non-prmdial 70 .. — Not paid.
Jane Barrett - Cambridge - ditto - - ditto - 25 ~ — Paid.
Walter Park - Good Hope - ditto - - Predial - 40 _. — Paid-Robert Walker - Retreat - - ditto - - ditto - 55 _ _ Not paid.
Ann Johnstone - Mrs. Browu - ditto - - Non-praedial 30 — — Not paid.William Clarke - Pembroke - - ditto - - Pmdial - 50 - — Paid.
Joseph Davey - Mary Earl- - ditto - - Non-prazdial 30 — — Paid.
Maria Ainsworth - Colchis - - ditto - - ditto - 25 _ — Not paid.
Molly Minto - Jack’s Lodge - ditto' - - Pradial - 20 — — Not paid.
Sarah Williams - Forrest - - ditto - - ditto - 20 - — Paid.
Josh Jobson - Tilston - - ditto - - ditto - 60 - — Paid.
Woolary Baker Bamstaple - ditto - - ditto - 60 —- — Not paid.Evan M'Lachlan - Golden Grove - H dim - - Non-pmdial 20 — «— _ lIfot paid.' _ Joseph Jermd - AlemderMum-oe mover - ditto - 26 -— _ , aid.Thomas DWI“ William John: - Covey - - Trelawne - ditto - 10 — — Paid.
William Campbell - Florence Hall - ditto é - ditto - 20 — _ Paid.
Charlotte Graham - Good Hope - ditto - - ditto - 25 _ _ Paid.
Olive Reed - Colchis - - ditto - - ditto - 20 _ .. Not paid.
Sarah Russell - Josh Solomon - ditto - - ditto - 20 — _ Pu'd.
Wisdom Barn“: - Oxford - - - ditto - - ditto - 15 — - Paid.
Mary Williams - Silver Grove - ditto - - ditto - 32 _ - Paid.
George Anderson - Bunker’s Hill - ditto - - Pmdial - 60 - ,_ Not paid.
Mary Brown 8: Child Friendship - ditto - - Non-prsédial 25 — _ Not paid.

‘ Frances Gale - Pheedec - - ditto - - Prmdial - 50 .. - Not paid.
Mary Perry - Windsor Penn - ditto - - Non-praedial 22 ._ _ Paid.
Ann Johns - Ditto - . ditto ~ - ditto - 10 .. _ Paid.
Diana Cotter - Roger Davis - ditto - - ditto - 40 _ _ Paid.
Juliana Whittaker - Claremont- - ditto - - dim - 38 - .. Paid.
Thomas Heggurson- Alexander Green- ditto - - ditto - 50 - _ Paid.
Sophia Willett - Green Park - ditto - - ditto - 20 _ _ Paid. '
Rebecca Tmsure - Belmont - - ditto - - ditto - 40 _ - Not paid.
Daniel Kean - Dim - - ditto - - Pngdial - 55 _ _ Paid.
Letitia James ~ Catherine Green . ditto - - dim - 35 _ _ No} paid.
Arabella Stewart - Irving Tower - ditto - - ditto - 8 .. _ Pafd-
Mary Gale - Water Valley - ditto - - ditto - 35 _ __ Pafd.
Alex. Ferguson - Green Park . ditto - - ditto - 80 _ _ Pad.

E130 gfiifltn ma} Samuel Jackson . ditto - - Non-praedial 32 - — Pufdo
Ann Dobson - Orange Valley - ditto - - ditto - 40 _ - Pafd.
Mary Hunter ~ Barnstaple - ditto ~ - ditto - 34 _ - Paid.
Margaret Kelman - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 22 _ _ Pmd.
Jesngamfbell fad R2333]; 01d } Hanover _ ditto _ 26 _ _ Paid.
hwrenoe Campbe - Weston Fave“ . Trelawney - Predial - 21 _ _ Noit paid.
John Baillie - Georgia - - ditto - - ditto - 75 .. _ Paid.

r N redial Paid.Jess Walker - Good Ho - ditto - - on-p ' 30 — — .
Mari! Jackson - > Bunker’spflm - ditto - - ditto - 35 - - gofdplld.
David Barth - Silver Grove - gitto - - gftto - 32 15 7 Pgd.

, _ _ Ann Evans - Good Ho - ittn - ~ 1W1 - 35 — — . 's Pry“ Thomas Taylor - Ditto PE - ditto - . dgm - 21 13 4 gm-
Mary A. Hetton - Jack’s Lodge - ditto - - (lit?) ~ 35 '- ' - P .d
Edward Spencer - Cambridge- - ditto - - Pmdxa] 8.th 88 5 _. Plfd'
David Lyon - ,Fontabelle . - ditto - - Non-pmdlal 2l l3 4 a! ’

James Kelley - Green Castle - {Styewai } Md ’ 80 ' " Paul.
Lydia Bolton . Dim ‘ - ditto - - détto - 65 — - N0? Pud-Romeo Clark - Ginger Hm - dim - - ditto _ - 100 — — Pmd- _Lucy Ana. - Lejth Hall- - ditto - - Nov-pmdml ‘53: - - 1132;11:23-r. Louisa. Neal - Ditto - - ditto - - um - - - ‘ , 'J ”naught” George Lake - Romeo Clarke - ditto - - pmfiial . 70 _ — I No} pant
Sophia Schroeder - Holland - - ditto - - dxtto . — 20 - ‘ I Pnfd‘James Charity - Golden Grove - ditto - - Non-Prazdml 60 " " I Pgd.
Ann Baker - Fuller‘s Wood - St- Elizabeth - PW-jdml ' 50 _ - " i Pa'fd'
Alex. Ogilvie - Brighton - - ditto - - ditto - 60 — — : Paul.

James Finlayson - Penshurst - - St. Ann - ditto . - 73 6 8 ,Pud' .s. Rawlinson - William Dalling . Ditto - - ditto - - Nm-praednl 7o — — NM wsd-
George H. wm-en - Dim - - ditto - - Pradul - 55 — _ Not pud-      

1 06. (continued)
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Ans'rnAc'r of Valuations of Apprentices—continued.

Special ‘ The Estate _
. Name of Apprentice. or Pmsh. Clans. Value. Remuh.

Mmffi Mantel“: Name.

£. 3. d.

Peter W. Atkinson Penshurst - - St. Ann - Praedial - 55 — - Not paid.

Mary Notice - Muir House - ditto - - ditto - 50 — — Not paid.

Jane White - . Esling . - ditto - - ditto - 50 - _ Not paid.
Robert Dixon - Cure Valley - ditto - - dim - 78 4 6 Not paid.

. Jervis Webb - . Knapdale - - ditto - - ditto - 110 — —- Not "d.

‘ s. R‘Whm . William Wisdom - Greenwich - ditto . - ditto - 45 - _ Paid?“
Henry Peat - - Kmpdale - - ditto - - ditto - 53 6 8 Paid.

Frances Brown - Unity - - ditto - - ditto - 36 3 4 Not paid.

John Gablmdan - Hampstead - ditto - - ditto - 57 — - Not paid.

George Bermck - Ballintry ~ - ditto - - ditto - 100 - — Not paid.

Ann Fullerton - Ditto - - ditto - ~ ditto - 50 — - Not paid.

Muin . . Mr. Fuquhgmn St. Dorothy - Pradial - 55 10 - Not paid.

Richard Chrke - Elizabeth Russell Westmorelmd - ditto - 65 - - Not paid.

Alexander Forrest - Mount Edgoomb ditto - - ditto - 63 l5 - Paid.

Amos Cremon - Belleisle - - ditto - - ditto - 60 — - Not paid.

Thomas Williams - John G. Campbell ditto - - ditto - 59 - — Not paid.

'1‘, M_ Oliver Joseph Wedderbnm Bath - - ditto - - Non-praedial 100 — — Not paid.

Charles Raddoch - Catherine Richuad ditto - ~ Predial - 50 — — Not paid.

Mary Williams - Pem'ville - - ditto - - Non-predial 30 — - Paid.'

Eleanor Sweeney - Jane Salter - ditto - - ditto - 56 — — Paid.

Maxis Philby -_ W. S. Grignon - ditto - - ditto - 31 13 4 Paid.

John Wright - Amity - - ditto - - Carpenter - I32 - — Paid.

Willmm’' Roach - George Kirlew - ditto - - Pmdial - 62 - — Not paid.

7

Jane Brawn - Stony Field Penn St. Mary‘s - Prnedial att‘ 50 — - Paid.

Charles Palmer - Fontabelle - . ditto - - ditto - 64 - — Not paid.

Neil - - - Pemberton Valley ditto - - Non-praadial 20 - — Paid.

Robert Johnson - Warwick Castle - ditto - - Pmdial and 44 - — Paid.

Sarah A. Empty - Bremmer Hall - ditto - - ditto - 25 — — Not paid.

Bessy Bayly - Heywood Hall - ditto - - ditto - 85 .. — Not paid.

Robinson Taylor - Agualm Vde - ditto - - ditto - 35 — _ Paid.

Robert Campbell - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 50 — _ Paid.

Lucretia Waters - Jane Bertina - ditto - - Non-pmdial 82 18 4 Paid.

Comelin Johnson . Ballard Valley - dim - - ditto - Is 6 8 Not paid.

Wm. Lkltan Mary Colinridge - Llan Rummy - ditto - - Pradial at“ 35 ll 2 Not paid.

James Ritchi: - Jobs Hill - - ditto - - ditto - 35 ll 2 Paid.

Ann Davies - Union . - ditto - - dim - 53 - — N01: paid.

Mary Ann Rzy - Lhn Rummy - ditto - - Non-pmdial 34 13 4 Paid.

Gracy Ann - - Trinity - - ditto ~ - Pmdial and 17 6 8 Paid.

George Bagnnll - Ditto - - ditto . - ditto - l4 — — Not paid.

Elizabeth Kelly - Frontier - - ditto - - Non-pmdial 43 — .. Paid.

Margaret Buckmll - Rock River . ditto - . diteo - 35 - .. Paid.

Jeannette Anderson Nonsuch - . ditto - - Prndial attd 50 — — Not paid.

K William Harrison - Brumm- - - ditto - - Non-prudial 12 13 4 Not paid.

Christian: Frank - Albion - . ditto - - Prcdid net“ 53 6 8 Not paid.

I Robert Edwards - Thomas Oliver - St. John’s - Prndial - 60 — - Paid.

James Wilson - Ditto - - ditto - - dim - 20 - — Paid.

Jane Wilson - Ditto - . ditto - - ditto - 20 — - Paid.

John Richard: - Rectory - . ditto - - ditto - 40 - — Paid.

Francis Foster - Sir Rose Price - ditto - - Non-pmdia] 32 — - Paid.

Louisa Dale - - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 10 — - Paid.

E. D. Baynet Susana: Hone - - Thetford - - ditto - . ditto - 82 - — Pdd.

Kitty Pengelly - John Defen . ditto - - ditto - 32 - - Paid.

Elizabeth. Williams - Wm. Colzmnn - ditto - - Prwd'ul . 35 — — . Paid.

MaryDutm - Dim - . ditto . - ditto - 45 — - Puid.

Ann Franwe - Thom Oliver - ditto - - ditto - 29 I5 4 Paid.

Robert Gordon - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 44 13 4 Not paid.

\ Roan Thomas - Watemount - ditto ~ - dim - 75 — — Plid.

w. Gflhm . Nonc-

H B Clarke Cecilia C. Jackson - Virgin Valley . St. June- - Pmdinl - l4 — - Paid.

' ° Catherine Hunilton Snnderhnd - dim - - ditto 32 — - Paid.

Betsy Boyd - - Hut Scott Esq. - St. Elisabeth - Non-pmdinl 26 13 4

William Oldrey { Mnguet Hill - Hon.J. Salmon - dim - - ditto . Gift.

ABoy . . Fonthin Esme .. dim - - dim - 5 lo -

J. Jackson . None.

Sarah Martin . Reeds Penn . St. Catherine - Prndial - 53 6 8 Paid.

Emily William. - Mia Depunzy - dim - - Non-pradiul 60 _ — Not pdd.

Ju. Clinch - Grace Curtis . Ditto - - dim - - ditto - 45 — — Not paid.

Mary Ann - . Robert Rune]! - ditto - - dim - 40 — — Plid.

Edwu'd Salisbury - Du: Sn - - ditto - . ditto 40 — — Paid.

Ann Bessett - - - - {St.Thmnu ye} Non-pnedinl 42 — ..

J. s. Jerdan Em -
Charlotte Wilson - - - - ditto - - ditto - 81 — -

C. Brown - None- ‘

Sarah Shelley - 1
Kitty Burbridgo . . . . . .

W. H. sowley { Elia Bnrbridge _ JBlenheun Estate St. Ann - Non-pmdul 105 — — Not pad.

John Burbridge -        
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ABSTRACT of Valuations of Apprentices—continucd. JAMAICA~

Special The Estate 1. Name of Apprentice. 01' Parish. Class. ‘ Value. Rumarkl.Magistrate. Mmter‘s Name. 1
I_, _ . --- —---—_— .___ -.__- , . .. .2 . ..__I..___._.__ .._..._.. n.“

' £. .9. J.Ann M‘Cook — Cmnbrook Estate St. Ann’s - Non-pmdia} I 16 — — Paid.Charles Barnsley - Blenheim Estate - ditto - — ditto - 10 — — Paid.Isabella Noire - Ditto - . ditto - - ditto ~ 25 — —- Paid.Maria Jones - Unity Pen - ditto « . Pmdial - 40 — '- Not paid.Janet Cindie - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto ~ 36 13 4 Not paid.Frederick Carter - Ditto - . ditto - - ditto - : 14 18 4 Paid.Margaret Wilson - Seville Estate ~ ditto - - ditto - 1 66 - — Paid.Rebecca Afleck - Ditto - . ditto - - Non-prmdial ' 84 17 11 Not paid.Patrick Cook - w. L. M‘Cook - ditto - - ditto - = 68 6 8 Paid.W. H- Sowley Richard Shelley - Sheba Shelley - dim - . ditto - : 68 s s Notpaid.Charlotte Miller - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 38 16 8 Not paid.Catherine French - Mrs. Hull - - ditto - - ditto - ; 9 l2 6 Nay paid.Edward Homing - Seville Esme . ditto - - ditto - ; 38 lo 5 Pagd.Jesse Barnett - Ditto - - ditto - . ditto - ‘ 28 17 11 Paul. .Mary Jackson - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - - 22 4 7 No_t pad.
Maria Hay - - Mary Fraser - . ditto ~ - dxtfto - 38 10 5 Paid. .
Peter M‘Farhne - Seville Estate - ditto - — Praedlal - 74 18 4 Not pagd.
Catherine Fleming - Ditto . - ditto - . Non-pmdial 36 ll 10 Not pmd.

Thomas Watson - Ann Cherrien - Clarendon . Pru'lial - 58 - — Paid.. AnnBailey - . Brynn Hm - ditto . - dgm . 33 _ - Pafd.A. T. Dmon Sarah Thomas - Mirth Place - dim . - dgm - so - - Pmd. _
Dina Gale - . Schickle pen . ditto - - dmn - 32 - _ Not pad.

Sarah Leon - - Hemr’g River St. Thomas y¢ Non-praedial 82 13 4 Paid-
Estate. 388*- . ,Maria V. Clarke - James M‘William ditto - dlfto 17 10 _ Pafd.

William Brown - Hector‘s River ditto ° - PW ‘ 58 13 4 P“!“'1. K. Dawson Estate. . Paid.
Catherine Delaney - Unity Valley Estate Portland . Non-paedml 35 —. - Pafd.
Esther Saunders - Elm Wood Estate St.Thomas East Pristine! - l4 .. — Pmd. .
Robert Foster - Emma puma - dim - - dmo - 105 - - Not pud-
Amelia Lewis - Estate - Watmorluul - Predial . - 28 - _ Paid.
Jane Woollery .. gorghd. Campbell ditto - - Non-Pmdml 81 6 3 11:11:.

B Edvard- _ Henry M‘Donald _ Hut Scott- - dftto - - Predlal . - 71 2 3 afd.' MargaretGale . Glenbmie -, mm - - Non-Pmdml 6 s 10 Pa: . .Em. Leslie - - Thomas me - aim - - Mal - 5° - - N“ P“-
J. Evcleigh - None. . P H

William Irving - Gibraltar _ _ St. George - Nun-prednl ?g 6 8 1):)“.

Christian: Strachan Fort George Pen ‘13“ ' ‘ dim ' ’ " . ‘' ‘ ditto - - ditto - 26 13 4 Pald.Sarah Wllllunl - Jane Sham - . P lia! . 42 13 4 No: paid.E E Fishbourne' Rich“ Wini‘m' ‘ Al“ WP“ ' am ' . Pnedial ' 51 13 4 Not paid.' ' Sarah Anderson — Susannah Row - 45"” ' ‘ . ' -' dxtto - - Non- radial 21 12 2 Not pmd.Robert Douglas . Wmdsor Castle ~ . _P l6 l7 8 Paid
Lawrence Mason - Dr. W. Robertson d'm ’ ' dltm - ‘ ' 0

Alexander C. Rose _ Hoghole Esau - Stv’la'lhoman ,9 Non-praedzal 50 — — Pud.
e.

.Cornelia Williams . Shenton - — dim - - Pm!“ ' 6° ‘ ' Pud' .dim - . ditto - 64 13 9 N“ Pa‘d‘Peggy Thom - “"1““ ' ' . N - mam 4o _ _ Not paid.William Graham - Rio Magn- - dim ' ' 033:. so — _ Paid.Nanny Waters - DOW Hall ‘ dftto ‘ - l - - _ Paid.dmo - - Prmdlal - 33 10w Fink - hm“ M‘Dwfim ' "Yd” . ' ' ~ aim - 61 17 6 Noth-' ’5“ Julian Edwards . Boosy Rndge - Mo - ‘ «mu m _ _ No. paid.Eleanor Hare - Ditto ' ‘ dgtto - ' dftw . 35 _ _ Not paid.Marin William- - Dove Hall - “3‘” ' ' din ' 28 lo _ Not Paid,
sally P°°1° ‘ ‘ Dim ' ' dmo . - d' o - 32 10 _ Notpaid.Jane Godfrey - Pear-tree Grove- aft“) ' ' dftw ‘ 43 _ 8 Not paid.Samuel Godfrey - Ditto . - ditto - - "m -
Am, Allen Rage - Estate of late Mr. St. Elizabeth - Nmpmdld 32 1° " Pa'd'

M‘Crankin. . . _ _ Paid.William Bum - Happy Retreat - d_ltto - - P 113:; - fig 4 _ Paid.John Gurley - R. F. Holdness - Thatchfield Pen - dgtto ‘ ' Nim- nedinl. 10 __ __ Paid.Elizabeth Oliphant Johq Potter - dgtmj - ml; _ 10 _ _ Pm
Mary Ann Willet - Ditto - - ditto ‘ '

' _ _' Not id.Euphemia M‘Kenzie Trynll ESE“e ~ “"5"", ' Nfiggaedmi 23 5 6 Not ad,Christianl Stephenson Neil M‘Callum ‘ dftto ' - Pradinl _ 70 __ _ Not paid.Harriet Lawrence . Barblcnn Estate - df‘t" ' ' N rand"ml 43 6 3 Paid.
Anne Cameron - Retrieve 01d Works gum ‘ - ($3; I - 43 6 8 Not plid.J. R. Hulmc . ches Cm . 31mm Esta“ ' gm ' ' Pmdial - 54 _ - Notpaid.Margaret Forbes - KEW E59“! ' ftto ' ' ditto - 60 _ _ Not paid.Joseph Williams - Rose Hill - ‘ dgtto ' - ditto _ 5o _ _ Not paid.Davis Campbell - David Pullar ‘ dftto - ' {“0 _ 40 _ — Not paid.Amelia Knubley - Ditto - - ditto " ‘ l

' _ - Paid.Jolm M‘Donan - . Kellim - ~ Clarendm‘ ‘ “mg“! :33 - - Paid-Ann M‘Donald - Ditto - - dftt" ' ' d‘tto _ 85 _ __ Paid.Edward Aldred - Mr. K.M‘Douald dgtw - - d? 85 _ _ Paid.William Pearson - pmost'stck River dim ' ' (£32 : ls - — Paid.Margaret Johnson - Crawle River ' 31m ‘ : ditto _ 49 ._ .. Not paid.R. S. Hnly - Annie Bird . - Vakes ~ ’ dimo ' - i31 _ 55 _ __ Not paid.
Pompey Chambers - A. Dunne - f” ’ I 15:?” - 58 _ ‘ p33,}.
Thomas thson - Am Chem“ ' df‘to ' ‘ N media! 18 .. -. Not paid.Jane Lawrence - Kellitts ‘ ' dfflo ' - ijfil _ 4,5 - Not p0“.John Nelson - - Dim - - 4“” ‘ '

(continued)
I 66.



 

  

 

   

26 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

JAMAICA. ABSTRACT ofValuations of Apprentlces—contmued.

S - l The Estate
. Name of Apprentice. or Parish. Class. Value. Remarks.

the- Master’s Name.

£. 1. J.
Robert Jacquet - Low Layton Estate St. George - Non-prmdial 51 6 8 Not paid.

Willmln Hewm Mimba. Maxwell - Ditto - - ditto - - Pmdial - 18 — - Paid.

William Muir - Guatemala . ditto - - Non-prvedial 100 I2 7 Not pad.

Thomas Henry - Stonehenge . Trelawney - Pmdial - 50 - - Paid.
[ Mary Clarke - Baum - . dim - ~ ditto - 50 — - Pud.

C. Hnwkins ~ Sarah Spence - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 18 - — Paid.
1 Henrietta Codling - Stonehenge - ditto - - Non-pnndial 22 10 - Paid.

Joseph M‘kenzie . Vale Royal . ditto - - Pmdial - 56 13 4 Psid.

Robert Bailey - Mulloch - - St. Thoma! ye Pradial - 106 13 4 Not paid.
Vale.

'1'. W. Jone! -{ James 3m .. Phillipeburg - ditto - - ditto - 71 2 2 Not paid.
Muy Grove - West Prospect - ditto - - Non-predial 28 17 9 Paid.

Fruwa Godfrey - C. 1:1. M‘Dennot St. Thomas ye Pradial - 26 18 4 Not paid.
Vale.

SamuelFletcher(Boy) John M‘Gregor- ditto - - Non-prwdial 13 - - Not paid.
T. B&ynu - G. Davidson - Wallins - ditto - - Pradial - 352 -- - Not paid.

Ann mefotd(Gir1) Rose Hall - - ditto - - Non-praedial 9 7 11 Not paid.
Fanny Foote - Hayfield - - ditto - - Prndial - 68 17 9 Not paid.
James Martin - Serj.Davis (Police ditto - - ditto 68 17 9 Not paid.

James Perkin- - Dru Hall - St. Ann’u - Pradial - 130 — - Pud.
Harriett Dennison - Blenheim Estate ditto - - ditto - 105 10 - Paid.
Elia Foster - . humm- Estate St. Elizabeth . Non-pmdinl 40 13 4 Paid.
SuahLemln(I2yn.) Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - ll 6 8 Paid.

W A Bell Mmen Cope- Ditto ~ - ditto - - ditto - 21 6 8 Paid.
' ‘ ' Jlnet Boyd(7yenn) Union Estate - ditto - . ditto - 4 l3 4 Paid.

James Anderson . Bagdale Estate - ditto - - Predial - 128 6 8 Not paid.
David Anderson ' - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 128 6 8 Not paid.
Ann Allen - - Estate - ditto - - Non-prndial 37 6 8 Paid.
Mnry Peddie - - Biacmny Faint: - ditto - - ditto - 34 13 . 4 Paid.

James Charity - Golden Grove - St.'l'homas East Non-pmdinl 60 - — Pnid.
Jane Lewia - . Ml.Ditto - ditto - . l4 — — Plid.
Mari: White -lIr.-M‘Farqu11n ditto - - Non-prudinl l5 - - Paid.
ChfistianKelly - Mr.G.Ha.11eburwn ditto - - Praednl - 25 - — Paid.

E. Blake — Fanny Barclay - Plantation Garden ditto - - ditto ~ 70 — - Not pad.
River.

William Heap - Holland - — ditto - - ditto - 112 - - Not paid.
Robert Farmnt - Pleasant Hill - ditto - - Non-predlal 30 — — Paid.
Thoma Gillepoey - Mr. Hullyburton ditto - Predial - 17 10 Not pad.

'1'. D. Raine- - None. ,

Caroline Swnby - Spur Tree Plan- Manchester . Non-pmdial 40 - — Paid.
cation.

1 John Nunu - . Ditto - - dim - -- dim - 60 - - Paid.
Ann Boodle . - MounBlle‘ison Pen ditto - - gitto - 10 :6 8 Paid.
John King - - Bull Pen - ditto - - itto - l5 - - Paid.

1" WW1" Sappho Beadle ‘ - Blenheim Pen . dim - . ditto . 35 15 10 Paid.
FrancisJames - Miss E. Compe. ditto - - ditto - 35 11 2 Find.
Richard Coley - John’s Hal] Pen - ditto - - ditto - 21 13 4 Paid.
Caroline Davie. - Wear Pen Estate ditto - ~ ditto - 43 6 8 Paid.

. Sarah W. Mullins - Mr. Telpe - - ditto - - ditto - 48 8 9 Paid.

Sarah Nelson - Liberty Hill - St. Ann's - Pnedial 40 - — Paid.
Ewing Bennett - Southfield Estate ditto - - Non-pradial- 70 — — Paid.
Thomas Wilson - Seville Estam - ditto - - ditto - 60 - — Paid.
Elizabeth 0mick - Ditto - - ditto - - Pnedial - 4o — — Not paid.
Thomas Reitchie - Windsor Lodge - ditto - - Non-pnadial 76 13 4 Not paid.
Thomas Walworth - Alexandria - ditto - - Prmdial - 70 - — Not paid.

N, A, Connor . Thomas Parkinson Sarah Parkinson ditto - - ditto - 96 13 4 Not paid.

Elizabeth Willey - Retreat Pen - ditto - - Non-pmdial 36 —- — Not pend.
Mary Ann Small - Hamilton Brown ditto - - ditto - 44 - - Paid.
Mfimt Ingram,

mm: In ,, . . . .Elinlngragnafii ‘ Blenheun - . «hm . . auto . 150 - - Pad.
Peter Ingnm -

[ Charlotte Ingram,
AlexanderIngram Blenheim Estate - ditto - - Non-prudial - - - Paid.
manvidIng‘mm

Elia. Gaynor - Mina O’Brien - ditto - - ditto - 65 — — Not paid.
Esther Cohen - Dino - - ditto . . ditto - 26 - - Not paid.
Samuel Wood - Mr. Menzie- - ' - ditto - 69 5 - Paid.
Lyddie - - Mr. D: Com - ditto - - ditto - 29 1 8 Not paid.

Mm Connm- Richnd Corneliul - Mr. Sniferty - ditto - - dim - 60 - - Paid.
& Chunbeflline Kitty Smith - Mr. Mendid - ditto - - ditto - 89 - - Paid.

Edwin! Brown - Min Baily - ditto - - ditto - 50 ll 2 Paid.
Edward Cantdo - Mr. June- - dim - ~ ditto - 25 - - Paid.
Jane Lyewood . Miss Murray - ditto - - ditto - 39 9 8 Paid.
Kate Brynn < - Miu,Dunbar - ditto - - dim - 29 12 2‘ Paid.
neuey Miller - Miss Miller - ditto - . dim - s9 9 a Not p-id.
June's Yates 9 - Miss Yum - ditto - . ditto - 63 lo 4} Not paid.

‘ Robett Glrdincr - Mr. Andenon - dim - - ditto - 10 l 10 Paid.         
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ABSTRACT of Valuations of Apprentices—continued. JAMAICA'

Special The Estate
. Name of A rentice. or Parish. Cl . Value. .

Magistrate. pp Master’s Name. ass Remake

_ . .£. a. d.
Marg‘ Montgomery B1133 B1511 - ' - Kingston - Non-praedial 35 10 41 Paid.
Choissier - - Mr. Abrahams - ditto _ _ dim, . 63 ll 3 Not paid.
Mary Hall - - Mr. Brown - ditto _ _ ditto _ 18 15 8 Paid.
Francis Lunan - Mr. Atkinson - dim . - ditto _ 28 '3 4; Paid.
Dorothy Dixon - Mr. Lavine - ditto _ . ditto _ 41 5 10 Paid.
James Tindall - Mrs. Z. Cohen - ditto _ _ ditto _ B4 10 _ Paid.
Catherine Kenton - anlus Estate - Sc, David’s _ ditto _ 56 6 7* Paid.

gmm'bgonFM} Sarah Dufiin - BIrs. Ruben - Kingston . din], - 16 — — Paid.
Chm dame Mary Howlett - Mr. R. Barnes - dim, - . dim, - 16 - — Paid.

Alexander Keane - Mr. Fannin - ditto - - ditto - 1 — - Paid.
George Logan - Mr. Pearson - dim, . - ditto - 5 6 3 Paid.
Robert M‘Dermott - Mrs. Emily Rowley ditto - - ditto - 5 6 8 Paid.
Prudence - - Madame Dreaux - ditto - - ditto - 16 - - Paid.
Mary Ann - - Miss M‘Kay - dim) . . ditto - 16 - - Paid.
Darby English - Mr. Furtado - dim) - . ditto - 24 — - Paid.

Agnes Anderson - Windsor Castle - St. David’s - Non-pmdial 40 -' - Not [mid
P D Margaret Shea - Ditto - . ditto - - ditto - 40 — ~ Not paid.

' unne ' John Phipps- - Radnor - - ditto - - ditto - 48 17 9} Paid.
Robert William - Cmick Hill - ditto - - Predinl - 60 -' -' Paid.

Margaret Blair - Grand Vale - Westmorelnnd - Non-pnedial 26 - - Not paid.
R. DaJy - { ,, ,, ‘d Dino - - ditto . . ditto - 5 — - Not paid.

Eliza Cathcm - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 26 - - Not paid.

John B. Howard - James Jackson - St. James’s - Non-pradial 25 - " Pnid.
Charles Bowen - P. A. Morris - ditto - - ditto . 35 — - Paid.
George Earl - - Richard Smith - ditto . - ditto - 40 — - Paid.
Margaret - - Mrs.J.J.Bernnrd ditto - - ditto - 25 - - Paid.
John M‘Lelland - Thomas J. Gray ditto - - ditto - 15 - - Paid.
Joseph Bulgier - Guildboro‘ Estate ditto - - Pmdial awi 81 — -

Messrs. Ann Crombie - VirginValley Estate dim - - Non-pmdial 30 — ‘
Hill &Noroott' Robert Crombie - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 15 - -

RobertMontagueFen Ditto - - ditto - - Pmdial - 40 - — Paid.
Jane Anglise - - W. S. Grignon - ditto - - Non-pmdial 35 -' ‘
Mary Lyon - - Mrs. Coatm - ditto - - Lditto - 27 10 -
Ann Lyon - - Ditto - - ditto - - dim - 43 19 2
Sarah Lyon - ~ Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 40 12 6
Charles Lyon - Ditto . - ditto - - ditm - 80 5 10

Margaret Dawson - Harriet Gordon - St. Ann’s - Pnedial - 40 - - Not paid.

. Margaret Williams - Farm Plantation - ditto - - Nompnedigl 34 5 - No_t pad.
‘- Dxllon " Edwin Incher - Orange Valley - ditto - - ditto - 10 — - Pa-Id.

Adam Incher - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 8 - - Pagd.
Catherine Brown - Kensingtou - ditto - - Pradial . 34 - ‘ Paid.

G. D. Gregg - None. ‘

Elizabeth Richuds— Spring Garden - St. Dorothy - Pmdial - 71 18 2 riot paid.
A N Mica” Cecilia Henry - Bodlc’sPen - dim . - ditto - l7 6 8 IVotpqd-

. ' Henry Taylor - Loyd‘n Pen - ditto - - ditto - 112 - 9 Not pafd.
John Webley - Amity Hall - ditto - - ditto - 113 18 - Not pud-

R. C. Fennel! None.

R. S. Lambert None.

H. Moresby - None.

W. Halley - Included in Mr. Colebrooke's valuation.

Jama 'l' rel] - J. Williamson - Port Royal - Non-pmdial 20 - - Not paid.
J. H. St. John { Richard yfimey _ George Harvey _ ditto - _ ditto . 55 — - hot‘pmd.

R. Fitzgerald - None.

W Gillam - None.

John Eveleigh None.

W. Woodin - None.
. . - - _ . to

Dr. Thompson Catherine Munroe, Mr. M‘Cook - St. Anne - Unknown 5 gmmm.
an old woman.

‘ ‘ - 21 6 8 Paid.S (:1 Cam - Pleasant H111 - Port Royal - P1153131 _ .
H. Kent - { EEGM - - Luann - - St. Mary’s ' N°“'Pmdml 40 - - Pud'

. . . . . - unable if ' or nuptial9 Emmammuom; humommmmgulmcymmmfymsflwwmmlm “"Y 1""
1‘ Extracted from Report.

Sir,
166.
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Sir, Old Harbour, 3 June 1835.

IN reference to the circular from the King’s House of the 26th ultimo, I have to mention

that I have kept no register of the valuation of apprenticeships made by me in concert with

other magistrates. I have received no official order to keeE a register of this description, and

I never had an idea that the record would be of any use w atever. While ufion the subject

I may state in reference to the postscript of your letter of the 25th ultimo, t at I never yet

thought of making a valuation, except upon the oaths of at least two witnesses.

 

I am, &c.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) A. JV. MLeod,

&c. &c. 850. Special Justice.

Sir ' Head Quarters, Kingston, 16 June 1835.
,

I HAVE the honour (in reply to yours of this date) to inform you that I do not retain a

coE of the valuations required.
d to anticipate my removal from this island, I have Some time past forwarded these

with other documents home.
On referring to my weekly diary forwarded to you from Montevo Bay, you will be

enabled to obtain the information Wished for, or by application to 1'. Hill, before whose

resignation (if I remember right) the better part of these valuations took place.

 

I am, &c.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) Wm Norcott,

&c. &c. &c. Special Justice.

--—No. 150.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 17 August 1835.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 22d June, enclosing a Return

from the special magistrates of the names and valuations of the apprentices whom

they have valued up to the lst of June. Of the 523 apprentices included in

these Returns, you state that 166 have declined to pay the money, in conse-

quence of the valuation being higher than their means could reach. You do not

offer any opinion as to the principle on which the appraisement has been made in

these cases; nor do the Returns themselves afford me any ground for inferring

that the amount fixed has been exorbitant, as compared with the valuation of the

343 who have paid the money. I have, however, had under my consideration

your Despatch of the 18th October 1834, addressed to my predecessor, on the

subject of the valuation of apprentices, and the answer of Lord Aberdeen of the

30th December 1834 ; and I have to request that your Lordship will inform me

whether the conduct which was adverted to in that correspondence on the part of

certain magistrates with respect to the valuation, and which was so justly cen-

sured, has again come under your notice, and whether your subsequent obser-

vation has led you to believe that the evil therein complained of has continued

to exist. I should wish also to be informed, whether the non-payment of the

money, in the case of the 166 apprentices before adverted to, or of any large

proportion of them, has arisen from an undue and excessive valuation, or merely

from the apprentices not having at the time the means of paying the amount,

though fairly and equitably assessed. Any combination or habitual practice tend-

ing to defeat the compulsory manumission clause of the Act of Parliament, would

not only merit the severest censure, but would require from you the exercise of

that authority which, by removing the magistrate proved to have been guilty of

it from the commission, would, I trust, effectually prevent its recurrence, and

secure to the apprentices that right which it was the intention and object of the

Legislature to confer upon them.
In reference to this subject, I enclose copy of an extract from a Memorial

addressed to me by a committee of the Church Missionary Society, and request

your remarks on it.
I cannot conclude this Despatch without expressing my surprise and regret

that the information which you have taken so much pains to procure, and which

it is of great importance to the Government to possess, should be incomplete,

owing to two of the special magistrates not having been able to comply with your

orders, for the reasons alleged in their letters. It certainly was the duty of

Mr. Norcott, so long as he remained in Jamaica, to have retained in his posses-
Sion



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 2'9

sion all such documents as he was bound to furnish to yeur Lordship, either for
your own information or that ofHis Majesty’s Government. Mr. M‘Leod appears,
from his own statement, to have kept no record of the valuations made by him.
I am happy to find that he is the only special magistrate chargeable With such
neglect. A Return having been ordered, by The House of Commons, of these
valuations, I hope that you may have it in your power to remedy the inconvenience
which this remissness might occasion, and to procure the requisite information
from some other source. You will inform Mr. M‘Leod that it will be his duty
for the future to keep an exact register of all valuations made by him; and that
he will be expected, when required, to furnish the fullest information on this and
every other matter connected with the discharge of his magisterial functions.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 150.

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo, dated 18th October 1834.

I BEG leave to add that the corporation magistrates, with but one exception, have
combined to make the valuation of those apprentices who wish to purchase their own
freedom so high as effectually to counteract the compulsory manumission clauses. This
attempt has also, I regret to say, been made in many other parts of the island ; and though
very many of the magistrates would be quite above such conduct, I regret to say that there
are many also who, under the pretext of a conscientious valuation, adjudge the payment of
sums for which the services of the whole life of such a slave has not for many years been
paid. They cannot be brought to feel the difference between the limited period of the
present apprenticeship and the fee simple, if I may so term it, of the slave’s person which
used formerly to be disposed of.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 150.

ExrnAcr of a DESPATCH from Secretary the Earl of Aberdeen to the Marquis of
Sligo, dated Downing-street, 30th December 1834.

IT is with deep regret that I have read your Lordship’s statement of the habitual in-
'ustice with which appraisements are made, under the Act of Assembly, of the value of the

services of labourers availing themselves of the right to urchase a discharge from

apprenticeship. Remembering that those valuations are ma e under the sanction of an
"oath, I need scarcely observe that it would be alike uncharitable and dangerous to impeach

the fidelity with which that duty has been discharged in any particular instance, unless the
accusation should be advanced upon grounds not only valid but susceptible of proof. Yet if

any case should be clearly established of the injustice to which your Lordship refers,

it would be fit that an example should be resolutely made of the danger of such misconduct.
Any m 'strate failing to exculpate himself from a charge so disgraceful should be

dismisseigI from that office with the most unequivocal expression of your displeasure. If

sufiicient evidence of a corru t or dishonest motive could be adduced, the offender ought to

be prosecuted for the misdizmeanor, of which, on such a supposition, he would, as I

apprehend, be guilty. Proceedings of this nature are, however, as I need scarcely reniark,

to be taken only with the utmost circumspection. In exact proportion to the gravxty of

the offence, and to the public advantage of punishin a real delinquent,_would of course be

the reluctance which your Lordship would feel in imputing such a crime toany one, and

especially to a person charged With the execution of l~lis Majesty’s commissmn for the

maintenance of public peace. On any such occasion 1t Wlll therefore be necessary to obtain

the deliberate opinion and advice of the Attorney General of Jamaica before engaging in

such a prosecution.
 

Enclosure 3, in No. 150.

EXTRACT of a LE'ITER from D. Coates, Esq. Secretary to the Church Missionary Society,

dated Church Missionary House, 8th August 1835.

Tan Committee are using every exertion to extend _the societ ’s operations in Jamaica

at the present conjuncture. One mode of domg this Wlll be.by e formation of a Normal

8011001 for training natives to act as schoolmasters and catechists: This the committee deem

essential to the extensive communication of religious instruction to the .a prentices, as

European agency can, from the nature of the climate, be employed in the Is and only to a

limited extent. They have therefore learned With much concern, from recent commu-

nications from the island, that an obstacle is presented to the success of the plan by the

high price required for the enfranchisement of youths suitable for reception into the pro-

posed Normal school. The principle by which the enfranchisement of apprengicesan
amanca
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Jamaica is governed is, the committee understand, to take the annual value of the services

of an apprentice, multiply that by the number of years of apprenticeship unexpired, and

then to deduct one-third for the chance of life. Assuming this principle to be a just one, it
is obvious that the equitable operation of it will depend upon the annual value of the

services of an apprentice being rated not unduly high. It is equally obvious that it is the
interest of the master to have the ratio fixed as high as possible. Hence it is of the

utmost importance that the fixing of the annual value of the apprentice’s services should be
assigned to a tribunal at once well informed and im artial. But the committee are given to

understand that the valuers of the apprentices consmt of two local magistrates, who are for

the most part planters, and one special justice. Such a tribunal must, it is to be feared,

in too many instances, lie under a bias to fix an unduly high value on the apprentice’s
services, and by consequence defeat the benevolent object of the Abolition Act, which was

' to provide facilities for the equitable enfranchisement of the ap rentice. It is the more

necessary to guard against the undue influence of the pecuniary interest of the planter in
regulating the terms of the apprentice’s enfranchisement, since it is clear that the more

industrious and well conducted he may have been, the more valuable he will be to his

master. Hence, unless the impartiality of the enfranchisement tribunal be effectually
secured, the good conduct of the apprentice will be made to operate to his disadvantage.
The committee are induced to press this subject on (your Lordship’s consideration, in
consequence of the enfranchisement of a youth deeme suitable for admission into their
intended Normal school having been prevented by the unduly high price at which his annual
services were valued.

 

—-—No. 151.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 31 July 1835.

IT being likely that the conduct of the police and their utility would be con-

sidered, when the re-enactment of the Police Bill during the approaching Session
would be under discussion, I sought by means of circulars to obtain the opinions
of those persons“ who were best acquainted with their services, as to their effi-
ciency: thinking that the testimonials I have procured Will justify to your Lord-
ship all that I have said in their favour, I have caused copies of them to be made,
and have the honour herewith to enclose them.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 151.

COPY of a LETTER received from Mr. T. Haynes, Special Justice, 8th July 1835.

I HAVE the honour: to inform your Lordship that I have never had occasion to call in the-
assistance of the police: I have employed them as orderlies and carrying service letters;
in performing these duties I have found the police diligent and attentive.

COPY of a. LETTER received from Mr. Arthur W'elck, Special Magistrate, Warwick,
7th July 1835.

I HAVE never had occasion to call in the aid of the police, but I am aware that Mr.
Justice Colebrook has done so on various occasions ; indeed, that he could not have carried
the law into effect without their assistance. I consider the police establishment most
material for the safety and well-being of the island, and so intimately connected with the
working of the new system under the Abolition Act, that the one cannot go on without the
support of the other.

COPY ofa LETTER received from Mr. W. A. Bell, S. M., Elme Great House, St. Elizabeth,
6th July 1835.

. I COULD not possibly have discharged the duties of special justice on man petty occa-
sxops, too numerous to mention, without the aid of the police, and had they notbeen at hand
to inflict corporal punishment when required, and promptly to repress insolence by seizure,

&c..

 

I Exclusive of the testimonials herewith annexed, this Despatch likewise transmits Letteis from up-
wards of 200 gentlemen connected with the various parishes in Jamaica, bearing witness to the general
good conduct and discipline of the Police, and their efficiency whenever they have been called on to act.
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&c., it would often have led to serious results, from there being no other force of the samesort, or with the same powers, as I have heard military men say, that they objected to theregulars being made use of for chastisement.
On three separate occasions, if I may say downright mutiny, I have found the olice asattentive, courageous and quick as I could have wished for. In December 1834, at , indsorestate in St. Ann’s, the same period at Carlton, St. Ann’s, and in January 1835 in St. Elizabeth’s,when a gang raised their hoes and in a gression, and the police marched in with bayonetsfixed, routed them, and b their determmed and orderly conduct enabled me to brin thegang in question, Barton sles Pen gang, into subjection to the law, and I am sure hin ered‘the whole in most of the districts from following their example. In carryin letters onservice and summonses, and doing the various duties that a servant boy would e unfit for,they must always be of great use ; in fact I see no possibility ofjustice without some suchforce.

 

COPY of a LETTER. received from Mr. J. R. mamas, Special Justice, Mount PleasantResxdence, near Annotto Bay, St. Mary, 7th July 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular, “ King’sHouse, J111 1835, requiring some information of the services of the police since theapprentices ip system, either in repressing insubordination under the special magistrate’sorders, or in enforcing his decrees.” In reply, I would beg leave most respectfully to stateto your Lordship, that I have had little or no occasion to call to my aid the services of theolice‘ force since I assumed my duties in this district, otherwise I am confident, m Lord,fshould now have it fully in my power to report to your Lordship most favourably of theefficiency of that body ofmen.
The only occasion upon which I considered it likely that I might need the assistance ofthe police force was that of the “ Cromwell People” on 10th May last, but which eventuallybecame unnecessary, a olice orderly in readiness and attendance upon me at Cromwell beingquitelsuficient dis]; 3/ or the gang on that estate, added to the determination I had expressedto enforce their obedience to the laws the day before. Having by your Lordship’s commandstaken Egypt Pen Station under my inspection occasionally, I can bear ample testimony tothe uniform steadiness and correctness of the force mustered there on all occasions whenvisited b me.
I consxder the police force, my Lord, a sure and strong arm of support to the magistracyof this island.

 

Corr of a LETTER received from MrJ’V. Moulton, Special Justice, New Rumble, St. Mary’s,
7th July 1835.

I HAVE the honour to represent to your Lordship, that during the six months I have beenacting in St. Mary’s I have only on two occasions employed the police as a body. Thefirst occasion was on my first visit to Wentworth estate in January; I applied to the sub-inspector, who accom anied me to Wentworth with six men and a non-commissioned officer.I had occasion to in ict corporal punishment on an apprentice, and as I was aware of someriotous conduct which had occurred on the estate, I considered it necessary to direct theattendance of the police. The example made had the best efl'ect, and the appearance andconduct of the police, in my opinion, satisfied the apprentices that an efficient force wasever at hand to support my authority.
On my first visit to Warwick Castle I directed a party of six men and a non-commissionedoflicer from Derry to meet me at Warwick Castle, having been informed it would be necessary,as the apprentices were ill disposed. Their appearance there had the best effect. I havealways considered the police as the only support to be had when re uired, and havefrequentl used their name as a check, by telling the apprentices, “ I you give me anytrouble, will order a party ofpolice here and put you in order.” Ihave an applicationfroma manager in writing, requesting me to order the police to the property and_act With deCISlon.The managers are quite aware of the support the police are to the specra] magistrates; Iconsider them just now in this quarter as a silent support, and the apprentices wrll knewtheir efficienc in case of need. Although I have every faith in the good conduct of theapprentices, should be sorry to be left to act as a special magistrate without the power ofcalling on them or some equally efficient force to support me when requlred. As far as Ihave seen and can judge, the police in this quarter are in good order, and haye been veryuseful in taking runaways. I have in some cases employed them to escort prlsoners, andshould have been at a loss without their aid. If insubordination occurred in any property,I should be at a loss to use the coercion necessary without the aid of the police.

 

COPY of a LETTER received from Mr. H. Blake, Special Magistrate, Retreat,
7th July 1835.

As to the services of the police in relation to their employment by me as specralIFagistl‘ate, I beg leave to inform your Lordship that I have sent them about twentytimes to see the apprentices turn out to work on Saturday, though I am sure, had I .not
“nthgle police, the people would turn out just as well,- but still I am far from saytlhgi;

l . . a
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that had there been no olice (who the negroes know I have at a call to punish them.

should they disobey), t at my orders would be as strictly attended to as they are

.now; I therefore consider the police my greatest support in the discharge of my duties

as special magistrate. As to their efficrency, I consider them a very efficient body,

and ready at any moment for any duty they may be called on. From what I know of

police I will venture to affirm, there are few stations (if any, in Jamaica) where the police

are kept so clean or so orderly as the police at Friendship Castle under Sub—Inspector

Verly. Ihave also to state, that (except when I sent them on the dut above stated) I

kept no regular account of the different times I may have sent them to homnt Bay with-

prisoners, or with letters of business to overseers or managers.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from the Honourable A. Bravo, dated 13th July 1835.

THE police, when they first came into the parish, behaved in a most disgraceful manner;

they were almost constantly drunk, and were engaged in perpetual fi hts and riots; but

since the arrival of Sub-Inspector Adams 9. most radical reform has ta en place, and they

have become a tolerably disciplined bod , and I have reat pleasure in bearing testimony to

Mr. Adams’s worth and talents as a po ice officer; a etter cannot be desired; and he has

invariably attended with a degree of mmptness and civilit to all the calls made upon him,

and shown a zeal in the execution 0 his duty highly creditable to himself as an officer, and

honourable to the service in which he is engaged.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER received from Mr. Purrier, Lucea, 13th July 1835.

IN reply to that part of your inquiries which regards the police, I beg to state that their“

conduct has never come under my own personal observation, but from the testimony of

gentlemen in whose vicinity they are stationed. I have reason to believe that the general

conduct of both officers and men has been meritorious whenever their services have been

required, and that they have with promptitude and civilit attended to any calls made upon

them. I am also however informed, that from the happi y peaceable state of this parish it

has been found necessary to have recourse to their assrstance on much fewer occasions than

had been anticipated.

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Mr. Dunne, Special Justice, St. David’s, 14th July 1835.

IN answer to your letter with regard to the Police, I have to say that I consider them a

useful and indispensable force. On two occasnons I stationed a party of them, with the

best effect, on properties where I apprehended that the apprentices were disposed to conduct

themselves in a refractory manner. I have frequently employed them in attending me when

holding courts, and consider them essentiall necessary to sup rt the special magistrates

in carrying the law into execution. I am fu.ly of opinion that eir presence in the country

tends to preserve order, and to repress any disposition to insubordination.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER received from Mr. Sowley, Special Justice, St. Ann’s,
13th July 1835.

I TAKE leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d inst, and I beg to state

for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that in consequence of the great distance

the olice stations are placed from the routine of my duties, I have scarcely ever availed

myself of their services since I have been appoxnted to this district, excegt their attendance

on court-days at St. Ann’s Bay, and at Octro R105, and during the trou les at Southfield I

had them there twice with me, upon which occasion I considered their services of the

eatest moment, and they then behaved themselves to my entire satisfaction. And since I'

Elam had a small body of them placed on St. Ann’s Bay, I have received every assistance.

from them I could wish.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER received from Mr. E. D. Philp, Special Justice, Villa,

Westmoreland, 14th July 1835.

I BEG leave to re ort for his Excellenc the Governor’s information, that on January the

first, at Masemme state, also on the 2% of the same month, at Midg Lane, and on the

27th of May last, I was under the necessity of requiring the aid of the police, in order to

repress insubordination and carry into execution the several sentences I there Passed, and it.

is my decided opinion, their servrces on each occasion were Important and in every way

efficient.  

EXTRACT of a LE'I'I‘ER from Mr. Hewitt, Special Justice, Belle Vue, St. George’s,

7th July 1835.

IN reply to your Lordship’s circular of the 2d instant, I have to state that I have only

had occaswn to employ the police once since my a pointment, and that they acted on that

occasion in a most satisfacto manner. In fact e estate (Lennox) would have been in a

state of insurrection but for ltheir presence. I have no hesitation in saying, that it would be

quite im ssible for me to discharge my duties in this district without the police; a threat

of marching them on an estate has more than once produced order.

 

Cort
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Copy of a LETTER received from Mr. Thomas Davies, Special Justice, Fahnouth,7th Jnly 1335.

l mm the honour to state to .your. Excellency that on all occasions I have found itrequisite to employ the o_lice of this arish on estates that were in any way refractor . I havefound them prompt in emg there w en ordered, and every wish displayed on their parts toa due execution of their duties, and that I did not observe in any one instance any degreeof insubordination amongst them. I beg further to say, Mr. Sub-inspector Christie was onall occasions most attentive to his duties. The estates I have had occasion to employ themon are as follows:

 

Copy of a LETTER received from Mr. S. Rawlinson, Special Justice, Brownstown,
7th July 1835.

IN answer to Letter of the 2d instant, requesting information of the services of the policesince the apprenticeship system, I beg to state, since my arrival in this district in Februarylast, a party of the police (generally three) have regularly attended the courts held at
Brownstown and Runaway Ba ; that about two months ago I had occasion to send 3. artof three to Dunbarton, and ast week .I ordered a party of them to Aboukir, as had
complaints from the way-wardens respecting the insufiicienc of work of the different gsin the King’s Road. In my opinion, on these occas10ns they ave been efficient, and a ordedsupport to me in the discharge ofmy duties. '

 

COPY of a LE'I'I‘ER from Mr. R. C. Pennell, Special Justice, Rio Bueno,
7th July 1835. ’

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Circular, dated the 2d instant:requesting a statement as to the conduct of the police, and in reply, I beg to inform yourExcellency that I have only required their assistance on one occasmn since my residence inthis parish, at Jack’s Lodo-e estate, where there existed a spirit of insubordination; the thenshowed much activity in the discharge of their duties, and although I detained a few ofythemon that estate for several days, I never heard of their ill-behaving themselves in any way,but, on the contrary, were sober and regular in their habits; beyond this I can say nothing,as their station is at such a distance from my residence as to unable me to report on their
general conduct.

I consider the police to be of the greatest utility in this island at present, for althoughtheir assistance may seldom be required, yet the apprentices know it is at hand, and I shouldhave been very sorry to have found myselfon Jock’s Lodge estate, on the occasion before ~mentioned, without having had them with me.
Mr. Christie, the sub-inspector in this parish, is universally praised for the assiduity andthe zeal which he shows in the discharge of his duties.

 

Con of a LETTER from Mr. C. Hawkins, Special Justice, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno,
7th July 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Circular of the 2dinstant.
In reply I beg leave to state, that I have had occasion to call for the police in this districtfive times; on ree occasions of a serious nature, viz.: on Vale Royal, Harmony Hall, andon Hampshire estates; on each occasion I found them of most essential service, for withoutthe police I could not have subdued the refractory spirits of the apprentices on those estates;on the other estates where I have called on the police, they have been most prompt andefficient, and whenever the apprentices have known that the police was sent for, the imme-diately returned to their duty; the presence alone of the police has revented punishment,which I must otherwise have been under the necessity to inflict; wit out having the police,I must, in three instances, have been under the necessity to call on the militia.From the very prompt manner the police arrived when called on, and their good conducton the estates, I feel much indebted to Sub-inspector Christie.

COPY of a LETTER received from Mr. T/wmas Baines, Special Justice, Unity,.
7th June 1835.

I nAvs the honour to state for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that Ihave only employed the police upon two occasions; a corporal and four privates at HarbourHead, 12th Ma ', when I held a court in consequence of a negro-house being robbed andset fire to; an a corporal and six on the 20th of June, at Clifden Hill, in consequence ofthe great gang not turning out to do the work ordered by me as a special justice: upon bothese occasions the police performed their duties most satisfactorily. Being stationed at aconsiderable distance from them, I. have not so good an opportunity of coming to any definedopinion as Mr. Blake, who resides so near them, but from what I have seen, I think I mayventure to say such a description of force most desirable.

  

COPY ofa LE'I'I‘ER received from Mr. R. S. Haly, Special Justice, Janekey,
7th July 1835.

SINCE the commencement of my duties in Clare don, I do _not recollect on more than
three or four occasions requiring a. party of police my Visits to estates supposed or
represented to be generally insubordmate. I have more frequently taken one or two

I 66. orderlies
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orderlies with me, to give the courts, when held on the estates, a degree of importance that

I have ever found efficacious in dealing with the negroes. I do not believe I have had

occasion to make any complaint upon such occasions, and I must say I have always found

the appearance of the police attended by the best results. I have never had any thin

approaching resistance to the law to repel by this useful arm ; had I been so unfortunate,

feel justified in stating the steady and obedient deportment of the men give me perfect con—

fidence in my ability to repress any manifestation of general disobedience. I am sorry it is

not in my power to bear equal testimony in favour of these men when at their quarters in

Chapelton; rum shops abound, and their duties in this neighbourhood light; I am persuaded

more active service, even something approaching the bodily labours of the special magistrates,

would be of infinite service to them.

 

COPY ofa LETTER received from Mr. H. Walch, Special Justice, Derry Great House,

Pear Tree Grove, (P. 0.) 8th July 1835.

I HAVE the honour to re ort the “ Jamaica Police” as a most “ efficient” body of men,

and particularly the “ St. ary’s Police,” which I conceive to be in good order, and well-

intentioned men to aid the magistrates when required on duty; “ I speak from experience,”

knowing what soldiers and policemen “ should be.” I am of opinion that we cannot ever

do without the body “ now in existence” again.

I find both the “ officers” and men of great use in the upright and honest discha e of my

duty, and it would be impossible to carry on the government of Jamaica without “ the police

force ;” on all occasions I found the men ready and determined to execute my orders; I

have not got an exact return of the several times that they were employed by me “ on duty.”

 

FROM Mr. Special Justice Pryce, dated 7th July 1835.

. I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s communications, dated 29th June

and lst and 2d instant, which shall receive my palticular attention.

In conformity with the instructions received from our Lordship, I shall prepare and have

the honour to 19. before your Excellencdy a report ofythe services of the pollce; in the mean

time I have hum ly to state to your Lor shi my opinion of the indispensable necessity ofthe

continued services of that body, unless t eir arduous duties could be imposed on His

Majesty’s regular troops.

FROM Mr. Special Justice E. .D. Baynes, dated 9th July 1835.

IN reply to your Circular of the 2d July, requiring information respecting the services of

the lice in this district, I beg to state, that in consequence of two letters, dated respec-

tive y lst and 3d August 1834, founded on certain misrepresentations sent to the King’s

House relative to my employing the police, I found myself under the necessity of deter-

mining not to call on them except on occasions of manifest urgency. I am ha py to say

none such have occurred in this parish, and I have consequently been able, both efore and

since the police force was removed, to carry on the duties without its assistance, but I have

to observe, that for some time past I have become gradually more in need of its presence,

not only owing to the want of constables to carry, as to the details of the service, but

because I conceive that the apprentices have been taking advantage of its absence, and

think that its return to the parish will act as a wholesome check 'and restraint; on this

account it has become indispensable to the maintenance of good order and obedience in the

istrict.

 

FROM Honourable W. Fraser, dated 7 July 1835.

Tm: sub-inspector of police, Mr. Christie, I understand has been very attentive to all

calls of duty made on him, and the men under his command have generally conducted

themselves properly and correctly; but the station which they now occupy is by no means

central nor convenlent, being in a detached district and far from the cultivated part of the

parish, except Mr.Thorp’s properties; if his Excellency will permit me, I shall sudgest that

this parish ought to have two stations for police, one in the eastern part about the neigh-

bourhood of Mahogany Hall, and the other in the neighbourhood of Fontabelle, which stations

would be central, and where many apprentices are congregated.

 

FROM S. Farrar, Esq. Special Magistrate, dated 6 July 1835.

I HAD the honour of receiving your Excellency’s Circular of the 3d instant, and in reply

beg to inform your Lordshi that the police force have been required and called on b me on

various occasions, and that I have found them a very efficient bod of men, and at a 1 times

anxious to obey m instructions. The county inspector, Mr. De. y, has occasionally asso-

ciated himself wit me in this district as a special magistrate, and from him I can assure

our Excellency I have received great assistance and support.

On all occasions during the sittings of the special magistrates at the Court—house at

Montego Bay, the police force are in attendance, and I consider that their services are of

great benefit to the magistrates in the performance of their duty.

Ifyour Excellency would pardon me, I should sugr est to your Lordshi that a station be

formed from ten‘ to twelve men in this vicinity, as Ithink they would he of considerable

service to the magistrates in their various duties.

_______._——-.——————-
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FROM Mr. Special Justice G. A. Dillon, dated 8 July 1835.
IN reply to your Excellency’s Letter requiring my opinion of the efficiency of the police,

the support afforded by them to my authority, and the number of times the have beenemployed by me as specral magistrate, I have the honour to observe for your ngcellency’s
informatlon, that the men, as regards age and appearance, are competent to perform theduties required of them; and further to acquaint your Excellency that I have never hadoccasion to demand their assistance, but I am bound to affirm, that if I needed their aid,I should have full confidence in their obedience.

 

 

FROM Mr. Special Justice Dawson, dated 7 July 1835. I
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Circular of 2d; in reply I beg leave tostate for his Excellency’s information, that the police have been employed by me on the

following occasions :—
1. At Muirtown Estate, on the 18th and 19th January last, to enforce the apprentices tokeep spell and to carry the punishments into efiect ordered by me, which never have been

done without the olice.
2. At Mulatto iver Estate, on the 24th, 25th and 26th January, to enforce the appren-

tices to dig cane holes on Saturday 24th, in obedience to my sentence, which the apprentices
refused to comply with. On this occasion Serjeant Johnson and his men acted with great
promptitude and decision.

3. At Weybrid e Estate, on 2d March, upon a change of overseer, the apprentices being
very riotous, whic was all put to rights in one day.

4. At Thetford Estate, on the 5th March, for the jobbing gang of P. Heam, es . of the
Grange Pier, Portland, who would not dig their proper number of cane holes; ey (the
police) were not called upon to act in this instance.

5. At Weybrid e Estate, on the 14th and 15th April, to enforce the apprentices to keep
spell, which they ad refused to do; this duty was performed by the police.

6. At Spring Valley Estate, on the 30th April, and Ist and 2d May, to enforce the
apprentices to keep t e mill about by spell, which they had positively refused to do ; this
duty was admirably performed, and I consider that it would have been impossible to have
made the ap rentices keep spell without the assistance of the police force, or resorting to a
great deal ofcorporal punishment, which was avoided by the prompt measures ofthat body.

have only stated the occasions when I have had a detachment of men out. I have on
many different times had one or two men along with me, partially to see my sentences
carried into execution, partly for the exercise of the men.

It is incumbent on me to add, that on all occasions the police of this district have behaved
remarkably well, carrying all my orders into immediate effect with the greatest promptitude
and decision; and I consider it would have been totally impossible for the specxal Justice to
have made the apprentices keep the mill about by spell, and conduct the business of the ’
estates without the assistance of that body, or some other military force, which I do not think
would have been so efficient.

If the police force is done away with, the cultivation of sugar, &c. must be abandoned. I
must also testify to the uniform good conduct of both officers and men ; not a smgle com-
plaint having ever to my knowle ge been brought against either.

FROM Mr. Special Justice Fishbourne, dated 7 July 1835.
IN reply to the Circular Letter dated 2d instant, I have the honour to state, that when

I first commenced duty as a s ecial magistrate, I heard several complaints about the
inefficiency ofthe sub-inspector 0 police, and the want ofdiscipline, sobriety, order and clean-
liness of the men. Some of these reports were not, I believe, altogether unfounded; but I was
too short a time in the parish to become full convinced of their truth or falsehood when
Mr. Curliu was removed, and therefore I di not bring the matter under your Excellency’s
notice. Upon the appointment of Mr. Martin, a very great amendment took place in the
appearance and discipline of the men when on duty, as well as in their conduct at the police
station.
The withdrawal of a license from a public-house close to Tranquillity tended very much to

the sobriet of the men; whenever they have come under my observation, which is very
seldom, owmg to the distance of Tranquillity from in district, their conduct and appearance
have been very creditable to them. Upon one occaswn only had I any necessny for their
particular service, which was upon the 16th March last, when the Pontefract gang refused
to obey my order given personally in the field; at my request, Mr.Sub—mspector Martin
attended with sixteen men, arrested and escorted six men to Annotto Bay Court, and carried
into effect my sentence upon two of them ; throughout the affair thepohce behaved them-
selves in a firm and temperate manner. Under the command of an intelligent and active
sub—inspector, I am convinced the police force would be made very effluent and useful, both
in suppressing insubordination as well as in preventing robbery ; and were the station-house
not so far from the great body of apprentices upon sugar estates, or were there small
detachments established in central situations, to be relieved every week or fortnight, so as
to keep up discipline, and prevent too much intercourse with the surrounding negroes, I am
convinced their effect and usefulness would be much increased.
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FROM Mr. Special Justice Cooking, dated 6th July 1835.

IN reply to your Letter of the 2d inst., respecting the service of the police since the appren-

ticeshi system, I take leave to state, that I always found that able and valuable support

from em to enable me to repress insubordination, and to carry into effect the Abolition Act

and the well working of the new 3 stem, and attribute it to the activity and efficiency of that

highly useful body of men in ai ing my efforts to support the law, and, without a continu-

ance of their services, it will be impossible to keep the apprentices in their present well or-

ganized state ofindustry. '

EXTRACT of a LE'ITER from Mr. Nolan, Special Justice, Vere, July 15, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Circular, relative to

the utility of the police force in this district. I beg leave to state for your Lordship’s infor-

mation, that, from the eaceable state of the apprentices, I have now seldom any occasion

to call upon them to en orce obedience on the estates ; however, some time back, I was

under the necessity of having them to attend me at Amity Hall and the Bog, which by my so

doing had the desired effect. I also beg leave to state, that in my opinion the police force is

a most useful body of men; and I am firmly convinced that a special justice could not

enforce obedience to the laws without having such a force under his command; their appear-

ance at my courts twice a week, and marching the delinquents found guilty of dereliction of

dut to the House of Correction, has the best effect possible; and from their patrolling at

nig t, has put a stop to a system of stealing produce, which had been carried on, my Lord,

to a very great extent in this parish, previous to their going out on such duty.

 

Ex'rluc'r of a LETTER from A. Munkison, Esq. to W. G. Nunes, Esq., dated Vere,
20th July,1835.

I CONSIDER the present station of the police in the parish sufficiently centrical, and, as far ,

as I am able to 'udge, both officers and men under the present sub-ins ector have conducted

themselves wit propriety, and have acted promptly and with due olvility to all the calls

made upon them.
 

 

Fnou Special Judge MLeod, dated 8th July 1835.

‘ IN obedience to the order conveyed irf the Government Circular of the 2d instant, respect-

ing the lice, I have to report as follows :-—When special magistrate in Westmoreland, I

was obliged at different times to order a serjeant's guard of police to repair for the purpose

of preventing or repressing disturbances to the following estates—Masemure, Mesopotamia,

~ Shrewsbury, Albany, Retreat, and the Bay, the first five of these estates in August, the last

in September; since I have acted as special magistrate in St. Dorothy’s, I have been obliged

to employ the police for the same purpose at Bushy Park, and once at Cherry Garden,

besides the occasions in which I have required the services of a number of policemen in a

body. I have found it necessary to employ individuals belonging to that force very frequently

for the enforcement of the law in the apprehension of culprits and the pursuit of fugitives.

I have to add, that in every instance the commanding officer of the police has met my

requisition with alacrity and promptitude, and his men have performed their duty with zeal

and efiicienc .
From the Knowledge which experience has given me of the police, I have no hesitation in

expressing my conviction, that they are of the utmost service to the country; I do not, in

fact, understand how the apprenticeship could have continued to this moment without their

services, or by what other means than those of the police the new system can henceforth be

carried on to the period fixed for its termination. To suppose that their place could be
supplied by the militia, appears to me entirely out of the question, since this bod consists

of men a great deal too much occu ied with other business, and far too widely disposed to

be able to attend nearly as frequent y or promptly to the call of a magistrate as the police;

the knowledge among the negroes of their being a body of men wholly and exclusively

emplo ed in preserving ace and order through the island must, in my humble opinion,

have been sufficient of itself to prevent a great deal of disturbance and the commission of

many crimes, and the promptitude and efficiency with which the police have acted on all

occasions when their services have been required cannot have failed to be attended with

results of the most beneficial description.

 

FROM Special Magistrate Langrislze, dated 8th July 1835.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 2d instant, requiring me to furnish
on with an account 0 the police force. I have to state, that the six men stationed here
ave only been emplo ed in attending under arms on the estate adjoining, when corporal

punishment has been inflicted, on which occasions, I consider their presence have a great
effect on the apprentices belonging to the property; two men then generally attend the place
where a session is held, for the purpose of keeping the court quiet and orderly; I have
found this very necessary, as, besides, among other advantages, it tends to make the court
more respectable. An orderly is stationed at the Great House every day from eight o'clock
till three. On all occasions, the police force have been very prompt in the execution of my
orders ; but the great fault I find, and which is very prevalent, is habitual drunkenness; this
may easily be obviated b a smart active non—commissioned officer being appointed to
command the detachment ere.

FROM
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FROM Special Justice M‘Gregor, dated 6th July 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt 'of your Circular Letters, dated 29th June,and that of the 2d instant; the instructions in the former have already been fully acted onby me, and with respect to the other relative to the police, I have much leasure in statingthat ever since Mr. Willock assumed the command of the Portland olice, they haveimproved amazingly both in appearance and discipline ; I regret much that he is orderedaway. I generally take two or three of them with me about twice or three times a week inmy rounds. I have had only one or two occasions to employ them particularly at Burlingtonand White Hall Estates, where the negroes were somewhat refractory. There is no ques-tion but their very presence does a great deal of good in the checking any embryo disturb-ances. General Williams is sensible of this, that he told me the other day he wouldstrenuously support the establishment as most necessary in his place in the House ofAssembly.
m

FROM Special Magistrate Duly, dated 7th July 1836.
IN reply to your Circular of the 2d instant, I beg leave to state, that on many occasions Iwas accompanied by detachments of police to various estates, and that on all occasions Ifound their services of the utmost importance, and on some particular occasions I hadreason to believe, that without the support of this force I could not proceed in the adjudi-cation of cases equally important to the interests of the apprentices themselves as that oftheir masters; I have ever found the services of this force available at a moment’s call. Iam decidedly of opinion that the apprentices would conduct themselves ve differently fromthat which is at present the case were there not such a force at the immeiiiate command ofthe authorities a pointed to administer the law ; and I am satisfied that there is no otherforce in the islan which could possibly be employed with the same effect.
R

FROM J. S. Williams, Custos of Westmoreland, dated 7th July 1835.
I HAVE now to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular, dated the 30th ultimo, whichyou did me the honour to send me by directions of his Excellency the Governor, and in replyhave to state, that after every consideration I am unable to suggest any measures, from thequiet state in which this parish continues, to be laid before his Excellency which would belikely to contribute more than at present towards the preservation of the peace, obedience tothe laws and the pros erity of the country, with regard to the police not having heard anything unfavourably o the conduct either of the ofiicers or men, which I certainly wouldhave done had there been any grounds; it is not in my power to make any representationsagainst them, which affords me much pleasure; I have further to observe, that I do notthink that they can be better located than they are at this moment.

 

FROM Special Magistrate Oliver, dated 7th July 1835.
I HAVE to acquaint you for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that when Ihave thought it requisite to call on the police, the order has been immediately attended to,and the men have on all occasions behaved themselves in a proper and regular manner. Iconsider them an efficient body of men and a great support to the authority of the specialjustice when required.

 

FROM Special Magistrate Lloyd, dated 8th July 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recei t of your Letter of the 2d instant. I beg

leave to acquaint you for the information of his Excellency the Governor, I had occasion, inthe execution of my dut as s ecial justice, to employ detachments of the police at Hall's
Delight, Hope, Temple fiall, Xiry Castle and Hall Green, on which properties I deemed itexpedient, in order to enforce obedience to the law, to station them several days. I have
always found the police an efficient and willing body, and fully adequate to give me anyfurther support I may require.

FROM Special Magistrate Dillon, dated 8th July 1835.
IN reply to your Circular, dated 2d July, in which you state, his Excellency being

desirous of receivin information as to the services of the police since the apprenticeship
system, I have the ionour to report, that on my first going to St. Ann’s, Iwas frequently
obliged to call in the above force to repress insubordination, and that in every instance
found them active, attentive, and most zealous in the discharge of every duty performed
under me as special justice.

 

FROM Thomas Rufingtou, Esq., Senior Magistrate, St. Ann’s, dated 8th July 1835.
ON careful perusal of your Circular of the 30th, I beg leave to say, that, considering thegeneral conduct of our‘ apprentices in this parish, their sulky habits and aversion frommoderate labour, their indifl'erence and disrespect towards their former owners and those inauthority over them (with but few exceptions), compel me to be of opinion that they willembrace the first favourable opportunity to throw off the yoke entirely, and therefore thepresence or continuance of the military is most desirable to the preservation of the peace

and due observance of the laws.
As to the general conduct of the police, I can only say, that I have heard no complaintagainst them collectively or individually; the stipendiary magistrates, I should suppose, arebest qualified to speak on the subject.
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FROM Thomas Thomson, Esq., Morant Bay, 16th July 1835.

IN answer to your Despatch of the 30th ultimo, I beg you to have the goodness to state

to his Excellency, that I am not aware of any additional measures required to preserve the-

peace and due obedience to the laws in the parish. Regarding the police, having had no

complaints, I have reason to think that their conduct generally has been good. In as far as

relates to the York station (more particularly under my notice), I consider them zealous-

and efficient, adequate to and answering the purpose of their establishment.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Mr. LaiJlaw, Special Justice, Moneague, 14 July 1835.

Wrrn reference to your Letter of the 2d instant, regarding the police, I have to state that

during the month of August last, when this Parish was in a very disturbed state, I found

their services of the greatest assistance to me in quelling the insubordinate spirit that there

revailed. I had occasion to call for their aid in support of my authority as a magistrate, at

ghaw Park, Crescent Park, Thickets, Islington and Goshen; and upon all these occasions

I had every reason to be satisfied with their conduct. For a considerable period, the distance

of the station at Bonham Spring from the central parts of my district made it ver incon-

venient to call for their assistance. But since the establishment of the station at helmont,

Cha el, I have found them a very serviceable body, and of considerable assistance in the ex-

ecution of m dut as a special magistrate. A party attends me three times every week at

the courts 1 old in different parts of my district; and without their aid in the apprehension

of offenders and the execution of sentences pronounced by the magistrate, I cannot see how

the eace and tranquillity of the country can possibly be Preserved.

I have no hesitation in stating, that, as far as my experience extends, they are a very effi-

cient body.

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Mr. Finlayson, Special Justice, Montego Bay,
14th July 1835.

WITH reference to your Letter of the 2d instant, I beg leave to submit the following ex-

planations relative to my employment of the police force.

While I was officiating as special magistrate in the parish of St. Thomas in the Vale, from

the end of Audust to the beginning of March last, the police station was situated, for the

greater part 0 the time, at the distance of 11 miles from myl residence, so that I did not so

 

equently apply for the assistance of the police as I mig t have done under other cir-

cumstances.
The only occasions ofmy orderin%the attendance of parties of the police were the follow-

ing, viz., at New Works on the 5th ecember 1834; at Airy Mount in Guyshill District on

12th January 1835 ; at Hopewell on the 19th January ; at Newhalls on the 22d and 23d of

January; at Harker’s Hall on the 2d February; and at Banker’s Hill on the 3d March 1835.

The complaints upon all these occasions were of a serious nature, and required the adoytion

of prompt and decisive measures. At New Works, the apprentices durin crop time re used

to work, except in day-light. At Air Mount, several ersons ordered or unishment ran

awa from the estates constables ; at opewell they ha been abusive to t e overseer and

boo -keeper; at Newhalls they refused to fulfil their agreement to work during cro time,

and had been insolent to the attorney; at Barker’s Hall they refused to work on ridays

afternoon during crop time; and at Bunker’s Hill a gang ofjobbers refused to work upon a

nei hbouring property.
5n all these occasions I found the Iiarties of police punctual in their attendance; and they

uniformly executed the orders which gave them with firmness and discretion. Their a

pearance upon the different estates, an the_ punishment which followed, had always t e

effect of repressing every attempt at insubordmation.

Since I came to the parish of St. James in the end of April last, I have never had occasion

to call in the assistance of the police in my district, as the estates constables have been sufli-

cient, but there is always a serjeant’s guard of police at the special magistrate’s courts, which

are held twice a week at Montego Bay. -

I am fully persuaded that without the assistance of the police, the special magistrates

would never have been able to carry their decisions into full effect. Their attendance is

often re uired in considerable strength upon the shortest notice, when delay might eventuw

ally ro uce serious consequences, and in cases where it might be impossible to obtain other

aid. I have at all times found their attendance prompt and willing; and I am convinced

that the support afforded by the police to the authority of the special magistrates has been

of the most essential benefit to the island.

__________-—-—-——--——-

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Mr. Pryce, Special Justice, Trelawney, 14th July 1835.

WITH reference to the police of this district, I humbly submit to your Excellency that

they are a necessary, indispensable and efficient body (with due submission to their num-

ber), which I regret has not been augmented to the extent directed by your Excellency. I

have found the police at Windsor station most serviceable, my Lord, on all occasions of duty,

and more particularl so on my arrival in this district, where the whole of the apprentices

were represented to e in a most refractory state, and I submit to your Excellency, had it

not been for the prompt and efficient aid of the police on several occasions, I could not pos-

sibly have succeeded in tranquillizing the district with such comparatively trifling examples;

and I also submit to your Excellency, that the punishments inflicted in this district have been
remarkably
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remarkably trifling, with reference to the numerous population, bordering on 9,000 to 10,000
souls. - '
My Lord, I humbly submit to your Excellency, that the presence of the police tends to

check theft, vagrancy and crime ; and consequently has prevented much punishment through-
out this important parish.
At Schawfield, Dumfries and Pantrepant, where the whole of the apprentices were in

riotous insubordination, I could not have subdued their rebellious spirit without the aid of the
lice.

p0Independent of the arduous and harassin service which has been performed by thepolice in this parish, my Lord, it appears manifest to me the good they do by the harm
which they prevent. And I humbl submit to your Excellency, that their attending the
courts of the s cial magistrates in t e interior of the country has been attended with very
beneficial resu ts, inasmuch as their presence gives effect to the laws and the special justice’s
adjudication, and forcibly convinces the negro mind of the necessity of obedience to all
authorities under the law.

I feel a leasure in reporting to your Excellency, that Sub-inspector Christie (who has
carried on is duties with much zeal and alacrity) and the police at Windsor station, have
on all occasions conducted themSelves orderl , and performed their duty promptly, steadily
and effectually.

 

Names of Properties in Mr. Pryce‘s beat in Trelawney, where he has been attended
by the police on his visits, or other duty.

Pantrepant. Linton Park. Good Hope. Pem.
Unity. Belmont. Lansquenet. Silver Grove.
Covey. Wales. Hampstead. Tiltstow.
Fontabelle. Schawfield. Garradhu. Bounty Hall.
Merry Wood. Friendship. Chester. Dundee.
Gale’s Valle . Bunker’s Hill. Forrest. thnix.
Green Vale en. Wakefield. Potosi. Dumfries.

 

EXTRACT ofa LETTER from Mr. Manderson, St. James’s, 14th JuIy 1835.
I HAVE to state for his Excellency’s information, that the conduct of the olice here, since

under the more immediate control and superintendence of Mr. Inspector Igaly, has been of
the most orderly nature. They have upon all occasions, where their services were required,
performed their duty with zeal and alacrity. At present I am not aware of any occaswn for
a change in their location; nor do I believe there exists a necessity for their presence in any
particular district of this parish.

 

Ex'raac'r of a LETTER from Mr. E. B. Lyon, Special Magistrate, Green Wall,
15th July 1835.

I HAVE not regularly recorded the various periods I have had occasiou to call for the ser-vices of the police, and in consequence can only write of them generally.
At the time ofmy appointment to the magistracy, the whole of this district was extremely

insubordinate, and there was a necessit for an almost hourly reference to the police ; andto their ready and prom t attendance, I,in a great measure attribute the speedy subsidenceof turbulence and anarc , and the subsequent permanent tranquillity of the district.At Belvidere they were laced in at trying and difficult situation; surrounded with twentytimes their number of high y exasperated and tumultuous beings, they exhibited the cool-ness, discipline and courage of veteran soldiers ; and, from their courage that day, convinced
me that they were fully competent for all the purposes of their appointment.
They are a body of young and healthy men, and have conducted themselves in general

with great propriety and decorum ; and I think it will be diflicult to select thirty individuals
better adapted for the establishment of such a corps.
Though no great necessity at this moment exists for the active employment of police inenforcing the decrees of the special justice, I am quite satisfied that if It were not for their

'Wcinage, a necessity would be immediately created. All is quiet, and is likely to be quiet,
while a power exists to keep things so ; but should any alteration of opinion take place so
as to cause the disbanding of the police, it would be the signal for disturbances more serious
and more fatal than the misunderstandings of the past year. It is not in human nature to
submit to the penalties of a coercive law with resignation and cheerfulness, where the power
to enforce is wanting. We have not et arrived at that Utopian state of society, where man
can be governed by the force of moral’iufluence alone. To the resence of the police in this
arish, I attribute the general respect and almost implicit obe ience paid to my decrees ;
or though I am sure I do not err in believin that I have acquired the confidence, and in a
great degree the esteem of the apprentices, lgam inclined to think that those feelings would
e found to be but fragile barriers to duty when opposed to the violent assaults of passron,

and the mistaken view of self-interest.
My ex erience as a special ma 'strate has shown me the necessity of a police force, and

my know edge of the men at the gY1ork station convinces me they are quite adequate to the
performance of all the duties that may be required of them; and were the officers to ay
more attention to the ap rehension of runaway apprentices, I should say that they ha in
every respect accomplisheill the object of their appomtment.
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JAMAICA. COPY of a LETTER from the Hon. J. JIJ Bernard, Custos of St. Catherine, dated

--._ 21 st uly.

As regards the police, I have to state that I am not aware of an impropriety of eonduct

committed by them in this parish, and that I have alwa 3 found t em ready and Willing to

act when I have had occasion to call for their services, w ich I am happy to say has been
but upon few occasions. .

I think however their utility would be much increased were I permitted to call upon them

to patrol the streets at night, for the purpose of preventing Petty thefts, and better enforcm

the provisions of the Spanish Town Police Act, respecting idle and disorderly persons ans

vagrants.

1". G. Nunes, Esq., Secretary, in reply to the Hon. J. J. Bernard, Custos of St. Catherine,
30th July 1835.

I HAVE been directed by his Excellency the Governor to inform you, that since receiving

your Letter, stating how much the utility of the police would he increasedby their patrolling

the streets of Spanish Town, he has inquired why his orders, given long smce to the inspec-
tor-general on that point, had been disobeyed. The answer afforded by that officer is, that
they have constantly done so for eleven months. His Excellency, however, fears there must
be some mistake in this, as he hardly thinks it possible that, if they did so, it would for so
long a time have escaped the notice of the custos of the parish.

  

FROM J. W. Jones, Esq., Special Magistrate, dated Rodney Hall, 22d July.
In answer to your Letter of the 17th instant, I beg leave to state, the conduct of the police

constables and seijeants in this district has been most exemplary, at least as far as I could
see from personal observation; and whenever called upon by me to execute warrants, the
exerted themselves creditably, and erformed the duty with punctuality and despatch. I
consider them all quiet, well-dispose men, and never have had a complaint of their insolence
or disobedience.

 

FROM Special Justice Edwark, dated 21st July 1835.

In reply to the Circular requiring to know.upon what particular occasion the police have
been employed by me to repress insubordmation, or to enforce my decree, I beg leave to say
I have not at present had occasion to call upon them, except in attendin the Session Courts
and in apprehending delinquents. Upon these occasrons, I have foun them to be prompt
and of material serv1ce.

I beg leave to remark, the exemplary eonduet of the detachment at Bluefields is highly
praiseworthy, and without such a force at immediate command, the district would not remain
in the present tranquil state.

 

FROM Mr. Special Justice Moresby, dated 23d July 1835.

In answer to 9. Circular, dated 2d July, wherein information is desired respecting the
services of the police as far as I have individually employed them, I have to state, that
there is but one occasion, since my very recent appomtment to this district, on which I have
thought it necessary to apply for their assistance out of Spanish Town; that was in convey-
ing two refractory negroes from Dawkins’s Ca manas to the House of Correction.

But whenever I hold a court in Spanish own, I consider their services most essential.
I am of opinion, that if it was not for the knowledge that a body of men similar to the police
were at hand to enforce my decisions, the Abolition Act would be a dead letter.

 

COPY of a LETTER received from Mr. Daughtrey, Special Justice, dated St. Elizabeth's,
2lst July 1335.

ON the commencement of my official duties nearly a year a o, in St. Thomas in the East,
I was unfortunate enough not to have the aid of a police orce; the two stations in that
parish being at that time too remote to give me the command of their services.
To the absence of this power, I attribute a ortion of the comparatively few difficulties

which attended the change in the district to which I had the honour to be first appointed.
0n only one estate, previously to putting the mills about, was there even a symptom of
combined resistance to the requirements of the law ; and my subsequent experience most
fully convinces me, that a small detachment of police would have been suflicient, promptly
and effectually to have subdued that resistance. Your Excellency will be aware, that I refer
to the estate of New Pera, near Port Morant.
The absence of police compelled me to have recourse to the troops, and the rising mis-

chief was soon repressed. It would, however, have been done, I believe, just as certainly
and expeditiously by a civil force, and with the advantage of less riot.

Supposing, possibly, it must be some great occaswn which required their interference, or
perhaps a little, inclined to make it great, the military, as I found, however, in the particular
instance I am now referring to, are sometimes disposed to do too much. I have never found
this the case with the police.

It would he foreign to the object of this report, and equally so to my own intention, to
attempt a comparison between the two descriptions of force, my remarks, with respect to
the milita , having reference to their employment on minor services alone. But it will be
scarcely, think, deemed irrelevant for me to state, that whether from previous want of

proper
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proper and regular exercise, orwhatever cause, the march from Bath to Pera, and the triflingdiscomforts connected with that service, filled the hospital, and in a few days there were nothalf a dozen men fit for duty.
I have never found the police to fail me in any considerable numbers in the same way,though their fatitrue and exposure, on one instance, was much more severe.
The death of zI.ieut. Everard, who held the office of county inspector, was the cause ofsome delay in the completion of the arrangements your Excellency had made, for the re-moval of part of the Manchioneal Police to Barretts, in the heart of my former district.
On their establishment there, I marched a few of them, as my attendants, round the dis-

trict, in order that the negroes may be aware that I had now such a forceat hand ; and itwas visibly attended with a beneficial effect.
The commencement of crofp brought with it in one special instance an occasion for theirservices, on which they were ound of the utmost value. I refer to the confusion which arosebetween overseer and people, and the subsequent insubordination on Ivlolland Estate, Plan-tain Garden River. The people on that extensive property, conceiving that the law couldnot compel them to do so, had pretty generally determined not to keep the mill about aftersunset. The overseer called for my inte osition, and I carried down a pretty strong bodyof police ; but when I came to ascertain t e merits of the case, the body of people who

were brought forward as delinquents, for refusing to supply the mill after sundown, had
already worked their full nine hours.
The same perverse blunder was committed on the second day. I was obliged myself to

go to the field and draw of? a body of people, at twelve o’clock, that they may be in a situa-tion to be legally compelled to keep the mill about in the evening. Before sundown, I ofcourse again repaired to the estate, to watch the conduct of the people, and to be ready to
act as occasion required. The overseer, who had been jabbering about rebellion, martiallaw, &c., and blaming me for not supportinO‘ him in violating the Abolition Law, was at this
critical moment absent from the propert ; the sub-inspector, by some accident, was likewise
absent. Observing suspicious symptoms among the peo 1e at the mill, I drew out the
police. At sundown the cane carriers stopped as before. he police, being so stationed as
to be a guard over them, I tried expostulation; but that being in vain, I ordered them to be
secured. The rain was pouring in torrents and all parties soaked, but nothing could be more
firm and decisive, yet temperate and order] , than the conduct of the police. Every indivi-
dual was secured; the most of them immediately, and the rest soon after, without the slight-
est injury or violence to any one. They had a similar duty to rform the next evening, and
it was some days before their services could be safely dispense with.

It is but justice to say, that their conduct throughout was exemplary.
This was a crisis in the behaviour of the apprentices in that quarter; and, though I was

sure there was nothing really formidable about it, mismanagement might have made it so.
The only occasions u on which I had afterwards to employ them in that district were to

enforce, by the use of t eir presence, the repayment of time by bodies of people.
Since my arrival in this parish, I have not had to call upon the police for anyl duty more

important than this ; and I have had no fault to find with the manner in whic their duty
had been discharged.

In no single instance has an order I have given for the repayment of time by a body of
ople been disobeyed; and {attribute it entirely (in some instances) to the precaution 9f
avmg a few police on the spot. From the commencement of my duties, I have been part1-

cularly anxious to guard against the possibility of any failure here; not merely for the sake
of justice to the master, but as a great practical mischief which must inevrtably lead to the
necessity of severe coercion. - . _The 'police of this parish, although their general conduct when acting under my directions
have been free from blame, appear to me inferior in discipline and trainin to those of St.
Thomas in the East. The sub-mspector suffers from want of health, and it is an essential
disadvantage to any bod of men, especially such as those of which the police is necessarily
composed, that the sub-mspector does not reside at the station, and is therefore, as a matter
of course and necessity, so much absent from it.

Corr of a LETTER from Captain Kent, Special Justice, dated Port Royal Mountains,
‘ 22d July 1835. .

IN compliance with your Excellency’s commands, conveyed in Mr. Secretary Nunes’ letter
of the 2d instant, to state an‘ opinion of the efficiency of the police force, and the several
occasions on which they have been emplo ed by me, and of the support afforded to my
authority, I beg respectfully to state, that have never yet had occasron to call them out;
but in the event of requiring support, that their services would prove most valuable to the
special justice. .

Fn’ou Mr. J. Baines, Unity, 2lst July 1835.
I TAKE this opportunity of stating that the police have given rue great satisfaction by

their prom titude, as also the manner that they have performed their nnpleasant duty; and
I feel convmoed, that without having such a force to apply to in certain cases, we could not
carry on our duties.
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FROM Mr. Special Justice Odell, dated Saxham, 28th July 1835.

2d March, at Saxham. In repressing the insubordination and gross misconduct Of a

large jobbing gang belonging to Upper Kendal Pen, and arresting the principal ringleader.

19th March, at Saltspring. In enabling me to carry into effect sentences of corporal

unishment on some of the above gang, and preventing their attempted escape from its

infliction.
16th May, at Indzwtry. In assisting, by their presence, the fulfilment of a decree of mine,

made for non—performance of labour, against sixty-six apprentices of this estate, and who had

on the revious day, Friday, quitted the estate in defiance of the sentence.

2d uly, at Orange Bay. In enabling me to assemble, try and have punishment inflicted

on some of the apprentices, whose conduct, where all was impropriety, had been particularly

1m to er.
§7th July, at Harding Hall. In rendering effective aid to my authority, by enforcing

the fulfilment of a sentence previously passed on a majority of the apprentices, for insuffi-

ciency of labour.
I have in more instances than the foregoing, but of a less important nature, had occasion

for the services of the police ; and at all times as a body they conducted themselves to

my satisfaction.

 

Fnou Mr. Special Justice Cooper, dated Montego Bay, 22 July 1835,

I HAVE been commanded by your Excellency to forward a return of the services of

the permanent police performed under my orders.

As I never contemplated such an order as my being called upon to particularize the

services of that corps, I am not, I must confess, prepared to furnish the returns required;

that is, so far as relates to the details. But I am bound in truth and justice to assure

your Excellency that to their promptitude and general efficiency I mainly ascribe the

success of my efforts to establish tranquillity and order both in St. Mary’s and this

arish; and I trust your Lordshi will not consider me presumptuous, nor the assertion

gratuitous, when I declare it to be my firm conviction that without the aid of the per-

manent police the special magistracy could not, and if deprived of that aid cannot, act

with any confidence of doing good.

I have on several occasions called out small parties of them, and on all such occasions

With the most satisfactory results; but conceiving that the duty of reporting their

movements would devolve on their own ofiicers, I did not keep any minutes of their

transactions.

 

FROM County-Inspector Gregg, dated Kingston, 20th July 1835.

In reply to your Letter (No. 1,390), I beg leave to state that I am ready to be removed at

a moment’s notice. _ .

The onl report I have to make as regards vismng‘ my county since my appointment,

is, that I ave every month visited each detachment since my appointment, without one

single exception.

 

FROM the Inspector-General of Police, dated 29th July 1835, to W. G. Nunes, Esq.

IN reply to your Letter of ' the 25th instant (No. 4,237), I have the honour to state for

the information of his Excellency the Governor, that an order was issued in the month

of September last to the police of St. Catherine to patrol the streets of Spanish Town during

the night; and no order countermanding that order has since been issued from this

de artment.
g beg further to add, that the police have patrolled the streets for the last eleven

months; and I enclose a letter for his Excellency’s further information, from the seijeant

of lice who has always been quartered in this town, and Who has generally conducted

the nightly patrol duties.

 

FROM Serjeant Dunne, St. Catherine’s Police, (the Letter alluded to in that of the
Inspector-General.)

I BEG to write for your information, that since the first organization of the police force

in the parish of St. Catherine, stationed at Spanish Town, 2181: July 1834, I have been a

member ; and further beg to' state, the patrolling the streets commenced immediately after

the let of August 1834, from which time up to the early part of December following I

have been out in charge of one patrol in turn for two hours each night, from the hours

of seven p.11. to two A.M., during which time I frequentiy broke up the meetings called

merry—makings. After being out on one occasion with the late special magistrate for St.

Catherine’s in the month of October last, when we proceeded between the hours of

eleven and twelve o’clock at night to Frankson’s Hall, in the rear of the soldiers’ barracks,

made a. prisoner of the acting fiddler, whom we lodged the same night in the county aol ;

the special justice called for the proprietor of the premises, Mr. Frankson, and ordere that

no such meeting should be held there after the hour of nine 9.x. after that night. The

parties attended the peace-oflice the following day.
I further
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I further beg liberty to state, that Sub-inspector Barrett, then in charge of the detachment,received a written document from Mr. Bernard, dated 14th December 1834, requesting thatthe police would put a sto to the drumming, fifing, &c., going on early in the mornings,annoying the inhabitants o ' the town. I then, together with other policemen in town,patrolled the streets from three A. M. to six A. M. ub-inspector Barrett shortly after re-ceived a verbal order from Mr. Bernard, desiring that the olice would not interfere nightor morning with the apprentices during the Christmas. T e patrolling the streets thenceased for about three weeks or a month, commenced again early in the month of January1835, part Of which time since, they have continued atrolling from eight P. M. to twelve atnight. The town being somewhat quiet, the patro s were reduced to two; the first genout at eight P. M. return at nine, the second gang out at nine and return shortly after ten.About the lst May, a verbal order was sent by Mr. Bernard to have the first atrol attendat the market from seven to nine P. M. for the purpose of assisting the constab es to see themarket broken up ; they have since attended to the latter order and received little or no as-sistance from the constables, they being very seldom in attendance. The second patrol goout at nine and return shortly after ten p. M., if the town is quiet.
You are aware, from information you have heretofore received, that the Spanish Townpolice are at all times ready to attend to their duty when 1e lly called on, and when theythemselves hear the least sound of a riot. I refer you to the night of the 8th June last, whenthe police went literally, by order of the Attorney General, to put a stop to one of those noisymerry—makings held at Frankson’s Hall, between the hours of eleven and twelve at night.The police, wrthout‘interfering more than calling on the owner of the house and the meetingin general (from 200 to 250 persons) in the King’s name, to break up that late hour, wereon their return assailed with brickbats, stones, &c. and the most marked vituperations of foulabuse. I also refer you to the night of the 11th instant, when a serjeant and ten policemenput a stop to one of these noisy meetings, between the hours of eleven and twelve o’clockat night ; after patrolled the streets till nearly one A. m: every other part quiet but the placealluded to, in the rear of the town, near to the race-course.
I further assure you, that we are frequently called on, both day and night, to put a stop toscolding matches, represented to us as riots; as well as taking up apprentices by the requestof their masters.

FROM the Hon. Maurice Jones, Custos, Portland, 13th July 1835.
IN reply to your Circular, dated 30th ultimo, regarding the (folice, I have heard no com-plaints of the men not doing their duty; but the force statione at Port Antonio are consi-dered not a very efficient body of men.

FROM the Hon. Abraham Hodgson, Custos, St. Mary’s, 6th June 1835.
I HAVE not had any occasion myselfto call on.the police for their service, nor have I had anopportunity of knowing from my own observation “ 1f the officers and t_nen have attendedpromptly and with civility to the calls made upon them, and. shown geal m the execution oftheir duty.” I, therefore, at this time, cannot send you any information for his Excellency onthe subject.

J. Manderson, Esq. to W. G. Nunes, Esq.
Sir,

St. James’s, 14 July 1835.HIS Excellency’s communications of the 27th and 30th June, 3d and 10th of the presentmonth, have been received. Indisposition prevented an earlier acknowledgment of thetwo rst.

. I have to state for his Excellency’s information, that the conduct of the police here,smce under the more immediate superintendence and control of Mr._ Inspector Daly, hasbeen of the most orderl nature; they have upon all occasions where their servicesWere 'required performed tiiem with zeal and alacrity. At present I am not aware of anyoccasron for a change in their location; nor do I believe there exists a necessity for their pre-sence in any particular district of this parish.

. The special justices, to whom is confided the administration of the Abolition Laws in thislstrlct, are, from information from various sources, succeedin to the satisfaction of allconcerned. The results must be alike beneficial to society, and iminish the number of com-plamts, which tended to encourage excitement.
His Excellency’s pleasure relative to the clerk of the peace and magistracy of St. James’sve been signified to them.

I have &c, .

(signed) Jolm Manderson.
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EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,

dated The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 6 August 1835.

I AM happy to have it in my power to inform you that not a single breach

of the tranquillity which has prevailed for some time past in this island now

exists. This morning’s post brought me in the usual weekly reports from

the special magistrates, and as I thought they might be interesting, I have

enclosed the autograph letters of those gentlemen and one or two other persons,

though they contain much extraneous matter, in order that you may see the

precise state of the case.
I have the honour also to enclose herewith the usual return for the past month

of the number of miles travelled by the special justices, estates visited, and

where no complaints have been made.

-——._.—. -_ ....._.. ....l...._.___._._...-—__..
.__-

Enclosure 1, in No. 152.

Port Antonio, 4 August 1835.

IT affords much pleasure to state, that all the apprentices of this “district have resumed

their labours yesterday and to-day in the most cheerful and obedient manner, and thus

realizin my formerly stated anticigations on the subject, and showmg how utterly un-

founde the silly rumours were w ich, I hesitate not to sa , were most industnously

circulated by persons Who would be glad that the negroes shou d misbehaee, and I cannot

help thinking. secretly wishing the very thing they affected to dread: This being my last

report as a special justice, it is with sincere satisfaction I bear testimony to .the general

good conduct of the apprentices of this district; they have given me very little trouble

latterly- (signed) Donald Macgregor,
Special Justice.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from R. Thampson, Esq., Special Justice,

dated Hazlenymph, 3 August 1835.

My Lord, . . .
I HAVE heard from every property in my dlstnet to—day, and all the apprentices have gone

to their work quietly. As far as I can leam_, all Is peace and quietness to—day. .

It is highly gratifying to me to be able to inform your Excellency of peace and quietness,

for I was so pestered with alarms that I knew not what to do ; I went to every property,

and told the apprentices our Excellency’s wish that they should turn out to-day and work ;

I received for answer, “ es, massa, we will do what you bid we ;” and they have verified

their promise.
I think I can get along here without the police. I have some trouble about the treatment

of the sick on several of the properties, but I will bring them Into measures by and by

without giving much ofi‘ence.‘

 

My Lord, Unity, near Barking Lodge, 4 August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that every thing has passed off quietly in

this district, and from the reports I received yesterday from the overseers of their respective

properties, I find all the a prentices turned Out as usual to their work. In consequence of

several communications received from respectable individuals of an idea having been

entertained in other parishes that the term of apprenticeship would cease on Saturday last,

and of an intention not to work afterwards for their masters, I deemed it my duty to guard

against such a baneful influence extending itself into this parish; I laced myself in com-

munication with Captain Draper, commanding the detachment o the 64th regiment,

forwarding the letters I had received for his perusal. I also wrote to Mr. Kelly, sub-

inspector of police, and on Saturday, 1st August, remained at Pleasant Hill, it being more

centrical, and Mr. Loague being the senior officer of the militia in this part of the country.

Had it been requested, Ifeel confident that I should have every su port from all parties.

On Thursday and Friday, 30th and 81st ult., finding that Mr. arclay, as attorney to

Golden Grove, Plantain Garden River, Bachelor’s Hall and the Rhine estates, intended

serving out clothing to these properties, I accompanied him ; feeling that, as every individual

would be present, 1 should be able to form a pretty accurate idea if dissatisfaction or com-

bined resistance to work existed. I am happy to say nothing could be more orderly or

contented than this numerous body ; the child in arms not only received an equal share of

clothing with the ap rentice, but was assured of the same care in medical attendance, &c.,

as the rest, and a little present of money was given to the mother for each infant. We

both availed ourselves of this opportunity to impress upon the head people and constables
their
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their duty, and ointing out also ours, that a union of good feeling and interest should
exist between t e master anfi apprentices. Mr. Barclay, anticipating your Lordship’s
Circular, No. 4,449, strongly impressed upon the overseers and constables the necessity of
seeing that the negro grounds were properly cultivated, otherwise the idle and rofligate
would prey ufion the honest and Industrious apprentice, and that it was necessary tliat habits
of industry s ould be enforeed to make them ultimately to benefit by their freedom. Mr.
Barcla concluded his Judicious appeal by giving to every head man and constable a present
of six ollars each, trusting that by their own good conduct and example he should be enabled
to do the same next year. Thus, my Lord, 1 have had the pleasing task of seeing the old
and the young upon these estates alike fostered and protected, nor was there the shadow
of a complaint. I hope I shall be empowered to avail myself of the same means of ob-
servation upon other properties. There is another circumstance I wish to state to your
Lordship ; on Saturday, 25th ult., l7 waggons loaded with provisions belonging to appren-
tices of Golden Grove and Plantain Garden River were shipped by them for Kingston
market; the carts, with eight oxen each, given gratuitously by the master. This Will in
some degree account for an unwillingness to work, when their grounds, if attended to, are
more valuable than the money the master is able to afi'ord to give for their labour.

I have, &c.
(signed) That J. Baines.

 

My Lord, _ Palmetto River, 5th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to forward my diary for the past week, and also a return of properties

visited and otherwise during the last month. It Will be seen that I have not been able to
visit all, having been com elled to visit pro erties not in my district, in consequence of the
inability of Captain Eveleigh to attend to t em, from sickness. I have spared no bodily
exertion, havinO' worked on twent -four days, not including two that I was unable to move
from Morant flay, from the flooding of the river. Duart Castle and Windhill, two cofl'ee
mountains belonging to the same proprietor, and Benlomond, also a coffee lantation, have
not, from the commencement of the afiprenticeship, had one complaint furnished against an
apprentice, and consequently no punis ment or disgrace ofany kind incurred by any appren-
uce belonging to them.
The ap rentices throu bout the whole of this district, as far as I have been able to learn,

were at t eir work on onday with unusual alacrit and cheerfulness; satisfactorily prov-
ing that they had not laboured under any misapprehension of the duration of their appren-
ticeship term. Of this I was convinced prewously, and am perfectly assured that the
apprentices throughout the parish are well aware of their legal position, and have never
entertained an idea of altering it by active or passive resistance. That they do talk, and
occasionally grumble about working without payment, I know, and conceive the would be
ultimately 111 fitted for uncontrolled freedom, i they were not now sensitively a ive to the '
difference and disadvantage of their situation.

I have, &c.
(signed) Edmund B. Lyon,

Special Justice.

My Lord, Morant Bay, 5th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my weekly report, and am ha py to inform your

Lordship that this town and district are in a peaceable and uiet state. lhave had ver few
complaints from either overseers or ap rentices ; lam also gla to be able to inform your ord-
ship that the anniversar of the let 0 August passed off quieter here and in this district than
almost any other Satur ay, and on Monday the apprentices were at their work as usual,
notwithstanding the unfounded reports of some who, from the mere lau h or whisper of a
negro,_and their own timidity, can construe it nothing less than downnght rebellion and
assassmation.

I have, &c.
(si ed) Henry Blake,
gn Special Magistrate.

 

 

My Lord, Moneague, St. Ann’s, 4th1August 1835.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting my report for the week ending of this date, including

a few cases brought before me' previous to my leaving the parish ; and also a return of the
properties visited during the past month.

It affords me the highest gratification to have it in my power to state to your Excellency
that the people have conducted themselves with the greatest propriety at this crisis, and
that" they returned to their duty on Monday last with as much alacrity as at any former
period. A few more cases than usual appear on ,my report, in consequence of my recent
absence from the parish; but I am happy to inform your Excellency that the apprentices in
thievquarter appear in general to be animated by the best feelings, and to understand their
duties as well as their rights.

I have, &c.,
(signed) Henry Laidlou'.

1'66. Eanc-r
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EXTRACT of a LETTER from Jolm Daughtrey, Es ., Special Justice, to the Marquis of‘

Sligo; dated Whitehall, 4 ugust 1835. '

Sven was my confidence in the general steadiness of the neuroes in this district, and that

they would resort to me for information before they would sufi‘er an delusion to take 08-

session of their minds, that Ithought it the best course to take no notice of the notion w ich

some ersons it seems had about the -lst of August, and the succeeding Monday. Believing,

as I dld, that in their heads, at least, the idea had. no existence, I thought it the part of

wisdom not to originate any talk about it. I thought too they were entitled to all the credit

of doing ri ht without so many cautions and precautions.
Their behaviour has fully justified my confidence. The 1st of August was in general

spent by them as a holidlaay, but it was. spent peaceably and rationally. _
Their turning out on onday was Just as usual. I have not heard a Single complaint

of it.
 

St. Ann’s, 4th August 1835.
I AM sure it must be gratifying to his Excellency the Governor to learn that the appren-

tices are behaving so very well, that I have no comflalnts of moment made me this week.
So far as I can learn where I have already visite ,. the people have all gone to their usual

occupations; and I have not heard a case to the contrary any where.
Every thing is going on in this district very well, cheerfully, and to the satisfaction of

eve one.
T_ e apprentices are picking the pimento in their own time for wages; and from having

the advantages'pointed out to them of working for money, they are now really doing very
well.

I beg his Excellency the Governor may be pleased to refer to my present report, when his
Lordship will at once see the state of this district.

(signed) IV. E. Sowley,
Special Justice.

 

My Lord, . . . Trelawney, 4 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to state, that I arrived in this art of my county yesterday, and after

travelling through a considerable part of the paris , having heard that a detachment of
police had been matched to Hyde estate, Ihave the pleasure to state that nothing could
exceed the orderly conduct of the apprentices, or the satisfactory accounts which I have
received relative to their manner of turning out to work yesterday. Formy own part, I cannot
forbear stating one circumstance which accidentally came under my observation. Having
made a halt at Bideford estate, I saw the gang employed planting canes near the house,
and on the cart arriving with plants, such was the emulation on the 1part of the whole gang,
that there was a perfect contest to get the cart emptied expeditious , which was done in
about five minutes, and the gang then, with equal anxiety, resumed the planting.

I have, &c.,
(signed) R. Duly,

Special Magistrate.
 

My Lord, Houghton Grove, 4 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour herewith to forward for your Lordship’s approval, my weekly report

of proceedings to the present date ; also my return of properties visited during the past
month. '

I have much pleasure in being enabled to state to your Excellency that the apprentices
in this district turned out on the 3d instant to their usual avocations ; neither have I heard
of one instance to the contrary in this neighbourhood. I had conversation with several
managers of estates yesterday, and they expressed themselves well satisfied with the general
good conduct of the apprentices. As no instance of dlsafl'ection or insubordination has
evinced itself amongst them up to the present period, I trust they will still continue to con-
duct themselves in the same cheerful and industrious manner in which they have done for
some weeks t.

pas I have, &c.
(signed) Simeon Farrer,

Special Magistrate.
 

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 4 August 1835.
I HAVE much leasure in stating to your Excellency that the apprentices upon the dif-

ferent properties in this neighbourhood ave strictly fulfilled their promises to me, namely,
that they should not fail to turn out to field labour at an earlier hour than shell—blow, on
the morning of the 3d instant. I enclose herewith a letter of Mr. Miller, a large planter, to
that effect.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. R Ids

fi’b'i’pngcial’ Magistrate.

My



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 47

My Lord, , Amity Hall, 5 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour of enclosing to your Excellency my weekly and monthl dia I

also feel most happy to inform your Lordshi that the apnrentices on all the estates iii, this
RInSh have, without any exceptions, tume out with the greatest cheerfulness to work on
onday morning Without a Single apprentice being absent.

From the late rains, my Lord, the appearance for next year’s crop is most satisfacto .
From what I can learn from the different managers of properties, their estates are now in
the highest state of cultivation ; and I will be bound to say, should the seasons continue,
that a larger crop will be made in the ensuing year than has been made in this district for
some years Past. The conduct now of the apprentices, generally speaking; is far beyond
any expectations that could be hoped for.

I have, &c.,

(signed) James Nolan.

My Lord, Hill-side, Lucea, 4 August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, No. 4,492, containing the
enclosed paper; and beg to state, in reply to your Excellency’s observations respecting the
discontent among the ne roes in this district, that had such existed to any extent, I should
certainly have considere it a great neglect of duty not to have mentioned the circumstance
togour Excellency. There is not a day passes that I am not in some part of the district,
an have consequently very little time for reading newspapers ; I am therefore Perfectly
ignorant of the nature of their reports respecting the state of the negroes in this parish. On
one or two estates only in this district a few of the negroes were heard to say that they
were to be paid for their work after the 1st of August; but I satisfied them that such was
not the case; and on all estates I told the head eople, in case they heard any report of
the kind, to contradict it, and to bring the parties making such reports before me; but
hitherto I have had no such complaints, and had such discontent existed, I should cer-
tainly have heard of it. The lst of August has passed over, and on those estates visited on
the 3d, the apprentices had all turned out to work cheerfully, and without a murmur, and
as yet I have had no complaints from other parts of the district of their refusing to turn out.
I told the custos I did not think any thing serious was to be apprehended in this district;
but every precaution was taken to repel any thing like insubordination, had it shown itself.
I considered that the worst to be apprehended was merely a sullenness on the part of the
apprentices when called upon to turn out, as yesterday ; but even this does not appear to
be the case. With respect to any disturbance having taken place at any of the sectarian
chapels, I can only say I am not aware of it. I beg to enclose my weekly diary, with
monthly return of properties visited, and have, &c.

(signed) John R. Hulme.

My Lord, Great House, Oliphant’s, 5 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the apprentices in my district con.

tinue to give every satisfaction to their managers. I visited many of the largest sugar
estates in my district yesterday, and on every estate, notwithstanding the erroneous reports
generally circulated in the island, every apprentice was in the field and at their work, and
doing it cheerfully and properly by six o’clock.

The whole of them celebrated the first of August in the most quiet and peaceable manner,
and went to their work on the Monday as usual.

I enclose my monthly report, as also my diary, for your Excellency’s information.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) .7. E. J. Langn'she,
Special Justice.

My Lord, ‘ ' Aylmers, 5 August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to transmit the usual hebdomadal report and have the satisfaction
to acquaint your Lordship that the apprentices in this district returned Without difliculty to
their ordinary occupations on Monday mormnglast; they are, in fact, perfectly peaceable
and orderly as regards general obedience to their masters. and those in authority over then),
though I regret to say that c laints, espemally for minor offences, do not deerease 1n
number ; but I attribute this, wit out hesitation, in a. great measure to the want of Judlclous
and consistent management on the art of the indiwduals intrusted Wlth the care of pro-

perties. There is no uniformity in t e systems pursned by them ; some are much too lax,

Whilst others err in like manner on the side of severity: one man gives all the former 111-
. . . . . . l tel

dullgggces; his neighbour, perhaps, Will allow his people nothing that 15 not absgtgmy
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JAMAICA.

48 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

extorted from him by the letter of the law; hence ill—will, hickerings and heart-hurnin s

between managers and apprenticeshand hence it no doubt often arises, that his labour ls

imperfectly performed, or begrudgmgly given by the latter, who looks With envy on his

more fortunate fellow on the adjoining estate. Nothing, I am convinced, would more effec-

tually promote the success of the great measure now in progress than entire 6 ualization and

assimilation of the condition of the apprentices throu hout the island, as wel touching the

allowances and indulgences accorded them, as a uniigormity in the hours of labour, in the

manner of allotting them the time which the law has placed at their disposal, and, as far as

is practicable, in the decision of the special justices.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. Dacres Baynes.
 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from S. P ce, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo;
dated Top Hill en, Trelawney, 4 August 1835.

I AM happy in reporting to your Excellency the continued peaceable and orderly state of
this district. The apprentices every where have turned out to their work in the most satis-
factory manner; and two of the managers, viz. Fontabelle and Pantrepant, have reported

to me an increased return of labour on those properties during the last week.
I have the pleasure to submit to our Excellenc my dia of duty for the past week,

accom anied by a monthly return 0 estates visite ; both 0 which may, I hope, receive
your xcellency’s approbation.
 

My Lord, Savanna la. Mar, 3 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose my report, at the same time the satisfaction to inform your

Excellency that in no one instance since the lst of August have I received any communica-

tion requiring my attendance on any one estate in my district; and those which I have
visited, and the managers that I have otherwise met, say they at present have no complaint

as to the apprentices, who all resumed their labours on the 3d instant.
I have, &c.

(signed) Thos. M. Oliver.

 

EXTRACT of a LE'ITER from D. Macgregor, Esq. Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo;
dated Port Antonio, 4 August 1835.

YOUR Excellency will be pleased to see by my weekly report that all the apprentices of
this district resumed their usual labours both yesterda and to-day, in the most cheerful and
obedient manner. I well knew that such would be t e case, notwithstanding the silly and;
I may say, malicious rumours to the contrary.

 

My Lord, Belle Vue, St. George’s, 4 August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Circular Letter, No. 4,447.
Iwill inspect the grounds on the different properties in my district, and act according to

your Lordship’s directions. I had in fact already prepared a letter to your Lordship on the

subject, which your Lordshii’s instructions render it unneeessary for me to forward.

I will also report to your ordship the state of the hospitals and cells.
The corporal unishment of apprentices has hitherto taken place at the workhouse, in

the presence 0 the superintendent. We have no sub-inspector in St. George’s, and I

shall therefore be under the necessity of desiring a non—commissioned officer of police to

attend at the workhouse one da in every week to see the punishments inflicted. In Port-
landI send the delinquent to t e sub-inspector, with a notice to that officer to see him
punished; I do not know whether it is done at the station or at the workhouse.

The return of estateson which the ap rentices work in their own time has been already

forwarded on the 7th July to the King’s Igouse.
The manner in which the apprentices conducted themselves yesterday shows their good

disposition. I held a court at my house, and had eight policemen to attend in case of

being called on, but the day passed off like any other day. '
I have, &c.

(signed) Wm. Hewitt, Sp. Justice.

 

Special Magistrate’s Residence, Mount Pleasant, 4 August 1835,.
My Lord, near Ann Bay, St. Mary.

I HAVE the honour to’ transmit to our Lordship my report of roperties visited the last

month, and my usual weekly return ofyduty in this district; and have considerable satis-

faction in stating to your Lordship (as my weekly report corroborates) that my district has
never discovered greater peace, quietness and good order among the apprentices than it does

at the present moment.
With
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With great respect I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s “ Circular,
No. 4,464, the King’s House, July 18.35,” and your Lordship may rely on my scrupulous
attention to the directions and suggestions set forth therein.

Having already made a report of the state of hos itals and cells, as well as of those
estates working and not working for hire, your Lordship will no doubt be pleased to dispense
with a second report from this district.

I have, 80c.

(signed) J. Hawkins Thomas.

 

My Lord, Janikey, August 5th, 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose the usual Returns, monthly and weekly. The very bad

state of the mountain passes, and the increase of duties consequent u on the departure of
Mr. Dillon, have prevented my visiting the ridge during the last fortnight, but the reports
I have received from the estates in that quarter, mostly coffee plantations, satisfy me that
I was not wanted.

’I am extremel ' concerned to observe, by a letter shown me by the sub—inspector from the
ins ctor-genera , that the removal of the police altogether from Chapelton is contem lated.
W at other point of Clarendon they can occupy with more advantage to the public, know
not; but your Excellency will allow me to say, that I consider the olice at Chapelton as
the right arm of the special magistrates in the upper district of C arendon ; for although
there has never been occasion to call upon their services forcibly to suppress riot or insub-
ordination, had not the prompt means of coercion that arm supplies been given to us,
quietness and discipline could not have been maintained.

On Sunday last I was informed, that upon one estate the negroes intended to refuse
going to work on the next morning; I despatched a seijeant and four policemen to the spot.
The apprentices went to labour as usual, without even a symptom of discontent, much less
disobedience. I had not any apprehensions myself, but the report made to me by the
proprietor was alarming, the more so as I knew him to be a weak man, likely to create the
disturbance by his very dread of it; had the police been away from me, I should not have
had the means of giving the quiet effect to the law of the country which their appearance
in this case accomplished.

Iam informed the Great House of Sutton’s estate, for which Mr. Bernard is attorney,
might be had, and is easily convertible to a good station for policemen. I am induced to
dwell longer on this topic than your Excellenc may think becoming or necessary, because .
I shall consider myself, by their removal from ha elton or its immediate vicinity, deprived
of the means of punishing culprits under our ordship’s regulation, or of maintaining
securely that order and discipline that have istinguished the estates in this parish.

I have, &c.

(signed) R. Standish Haly.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from C'. Hawkins, Esq., Sgecial Justice, to the Marquis of
iSligo, dated Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. ., 4th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Circular of the
3131: July, No. 4,445.

Agreeahle to his Excellency’s directions to make inquiries as to the state-of the provision
grounds of the apprentices, I will give the necessary directions, and Will inspect them
should they be neglected, as ordered.

Your Excellency having again called our attention as to the mistaken idea as regards the
termination of the apprenticeship than that decided by law, and which your Excellency
alluded to in Circular 4,076, 10th July, I beg leave to state, that on Monday the 3d instant,
I visited Vale Royal estate, that being the only place that I had prevxously received any
information as to the apprentices sayingr that they did not Intend to work after the
1st August, as stated in my letter to your Excellency of the 14th July.

I found the whole apprentices turned out to work, and Mr. M‘Kenzie, the attorney and:
overseer, mentioned that not one were missing; from those estates around me I have the
same reports; should any others act differently, I shall not fail'to acquaint your Excellency.

I beg leave to enclose my diary and monthly report for July.

:65. Emma!

JAMAICA.
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EXTRACT of a LETTER from Walter Finlayson, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis
of Sligo, dated Montego Bay, 4th August 1835.

Mr report for last week and my monthly return of visits are enclosed.

I think it proper to explain that in my district the apprentices do not appear to have

entertained any mistaken idea with regard to the 1st of August. They seem to be fully
aware that the term of their apprenticeship will not be shortened; and, accordingly, upon

the different estates which I visited yesterday and to-day, they had all turned out to work as

usual.

 

My Lord, Logan Castle, 5th August 1835.

I AM son my report this week contains more cases than I ever before heard within the
same perio of time; this may be accounted for by my attending generally to the two

districts, and but one report being made out instead of two.

I find a good deal of discontent amongst the apprentices in this parish, arising from their

being worked on different properties different ways; for instance, one works eight hours a.
da , the neighbouring property nine hours, giving the apprentices either the half of every

Friday or the whole of every alternate Friday, which the apprentices always prefer. I intend

using any influence of which I may be possessed to solicit the planters in the parish to call

a meeting for the purpose of working (as far as it may be deemed adwsable) all on the same

system, to which all persons to whom [have s okeu seemed willing to concede ; there seems

almost a general disposition on the part of t e apprentices to work for hire; at Harker’s

Hall they worked cheerfully in their own time, digging cane holes, and able people earned

four shillings per day; at Palm and Byndloss they work for money ; at Williamsfield they
are now working 10 hours a day for all their old allowances, taking every alternate Friday;

in fact, during crop, upon most estates, they worked extra hours either for allowances or

money. Mr. Hams arrived on Friday, since which time we have adjudicated on the cases

which appear on the report; he received a list from Mr. Nunes 0f the properties on

Captain Baynes’ district, and I having received directions from your Lordship’s secretary

to reside at Logan Castle and take the said district, we are rather in doubt upon the matter.

However, I wait your Lordship’s reply on the subject ; at the same time I beg to state, that

Mr. Harris is married, and Wishes to rent Logan Castle, and visit the district of Captain

Baynes, to which I have no objection, if such an arrangement meet the approbation of your

Lordship. I am happy to inform your Lordship the apprentices in this parish all resumed

their work on Monday morning last as usual, without showing the least symptoms of
dissatisfaction. I have, &c.

(signed) T. Watkins Jones.

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, 5th August 1835.

THE general state of my district continues satisfactory. Some opposition to the five
days’ work has been manifested on Bushy Park, but I expect soon.to remove it, and

without the exercise of severity. On going to Wood Hall yesterday, I found the overseer

gone out; but the head book-keeper toid me that neither the overseer nor himself enter-

tained the least idea of there being a general spirit of insubordination upon that estate.

I have, &c.

(signed) Alex” N. M‘Leod.

 

My Lord, Black River, 4th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report that every thing is going on quietly in this district, and that

there has been no manifestation whatever on the part of the apprentice population to absent

themselves from their usual labour ; indeed they appear to understand the law quite as well

as their employers in this respect, and there is an evident improvement throughout in their
general demeanor.

There was 9. ve appropriate sermon preached to a very large congregation of apprentices
on Sunday by the ev. Thomas Williams, rector of this parish, in allusion to one year of the
apprenticeship having expired.

I am sorry to inform your Lordship that there appears a disposition on the part of the

employers, attormes and overseers, to resist supplying the aged and infirm, alluded to in
your 'Excellency’s Circular of the 29th June (not numbered), with the necessary maintenance.

I am in correspondence with Mr."Salmon on the subject, as the infirm apprentices of
Cushoo have not yet had the supplies I requested. I am waiting a reply from Mr. Salmon
before I address your Lordship on that particular subject.

I have, &c.

(signed) John Gurley.

 

My
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My Lord, Aboukir, 4th August 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose the usual weekly diary, which Iam obliged to close onthe Tuesday, being a distance of 14 miles from the post.
The sheet I am sure will afford your Excellency as much satisfaction assurprise, having anticipated very different results.
I think it right to acquaint your Excellency, that it was very generally circulated, and asuniversally believed, that the apprentices in this district calculated upon unconditionalfreedom on the lst of this month, which made me very desirous of visiting every estate;and as complaints of general relaxation were made upon almost all the properties, it gaveme a fair opportunity of: meldentally (arid I hope impressively) explaining the law, and

thereby remove the delusxon; and It rejoxces me to add, that up to this hour the utmosttranquillity prevails. I have, &c.

(signed) I". A. Dillon.

it has given me

 

My Lord, Daring, Pear Tree Grove, P.O., 5th August 1835.
I "AVE the honour to forward your Excellency my report for the past week, and amhappy to state that my (iistrict is in good order, and’that if the full complement of work isnot performed it is entirely the fault of the overseers, as from my anxiety and resolutionto enforce the law, to procure and obtain for each his rights under the Abolition Act,nothing can be said to the contrary in my district; and I am of opinion that the negroesgive to their masters full 40 5 hours honest labour in each wee
Your Excellency will erceive that I fined Mr. Barrett, the book-keeper at DouningtonCastle, in the sum of 5 1p; and his conduct having been so gross, I have given an order toarrest to the lawful constable of the parish. ‘I regret that, in justice to the apprentices ofmy district, I cannot recommend Mr. Barrett to our Excellency’s pleasure. Withoutimpartial and an upright discharge of the arduous uty which devolves on me, justice andgood order cannot be maintained. I have &c

(signed) Henry Walsh.

 

Mile Gulley, Manchester, 5th July 1835.
[HAVE found in eneral the conduct of the apprentices, during my visits of the lastweek, orderly and Willing.
I have received very few complaints from either master or apprentice ; and although thepreparations for bringing to perfection the abundant crops of coffee are not so forward as atthis period last year, which IS accounted for by the diminution of the hours of labour, yetthe prospect is a most cheerful one, from the general conduct of the labouring classes.

I have, &c.

(signed) H. Alley.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Arthur Welsh, Esq., Special J ustice, to the Marquis
of Sligo, dated Oliphants, 5th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the usual diary, together with themonthly report. It affords me much pleasure to be able to inform your Excellency thatin a circuit of 36 miles on Monday last, there was not the shadow of complaint from anyParty- . . . .I must beg to defer making a report on the free labour of the apprentices in my dis-trict until the coffee picking becomes general. In the meantime, as far as I know, they
all work willingly for hire. ‘

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from J. Odell, Esq. Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,
dated Saxham, 4th August 1835.

UNTIL I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s memorandum enclosed in Mr. Nunes’
of the alst ultimo, I was not aware that even rumours of disturbance in Hanover were incirculation. ~

I beg to assure your Lordship that as far as the district in my charge is concerned, at no
firiod has it been more peaceable, and up to the moment I write, I have every reason to

lieve that it will continue so. Previous to yesterday (Monday) I took those precautiona
measures to ensure tranquillity which I thought necessary; but the good conduct of the
apprentices themselves has rendered any further proceeding on my part unnecessary.

 

1 66.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 152.
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Amy, w. H. . - - - 92 8 3 57 5 - 53 6‘ 1 34 w 7 77 9 a
Raynes, E. D. - - ~ 66 17 13 73 15 9 102 16 12 85 19 15 118 27 23
Baynes, Thomas . - - 79 2o 10 - ill - 7o 14 9 resigned — ~ - .—
Baines. Tbomu J. - - - 46 9 5 46 7 7 48 7 4 82 18 12 42 1 1 6

mm, Henry - - - ~ 23 5 4 53 I4 6 - - ~ 59' I3 9 22 9 7
Bell, W. A. - - - - — ill - - ill - 64 13 9 on leave — fever -
Buurnc, Stephen . - - 62 16 14 18 3 — 52 8 5 39 1 1 8 57 7 5
Browne, O(way . - - — - - 39 16 13 65 23 21 76 23 13 52 16 9
Connor, N. A. - - - — - — - - - - - - - - - -- - -
Cooking, Ralph - . - 41 1o 9 86 15 12 74 11 9 69 9 7 63 14 1o
Cnoper, Richard S. - - - 38 12 4 1o 3 2 - 2 -— 53 15 1o 39 1o 4
Dunne, Patrick - - - 71 18 9 80 10 8 96 l4 3 82 16 1 1 48 8 2
Daughlrey, John - - - 77 1 1 8 63 15 14 51 l I 7 58 13 11 53 1 1 7
~Davie1,’l‘ho1nus - - - 33 1 1 8 37 15 1 1 - - - 32 14 6 25 1o 6
Dawson, Jamen K. - - — 54 24 17 14 7 4 43 16 13 — ~ fever - ——
Dillon, T. A. . - - - 66 7 6 97 14 9 — - — removing a St. Ann — -
Eveleigh, John . - - 29 8 5 - ill — resigned — - — — — .-
Edwnrds, Bryan - - - 1 19 25 23 86 21 no on leave 128 13 1o 95 21 19
Filzgerald, Robert - - - 45 2 9 45 9 7 4o 9 2 52 12 7 — — -
Finlaysou, Walter - - - 83 26 17 84 24 15 87 24 16 86 25 17 85 24 15
F:ner.Simcon - - . — 16 11 77 14 9 58 13 11 65 19 17 78 11 . 7
Fishbourne, E. E. - - - 68 18 3 52 12 5 87 15 9 83 17 12 55 18 6
Gillam, William - - - on leave — 86 27 17 28 7 — — — fever - —
Gurley,John - - - - 70 13 9 38 14 9 66 19 14 82 13 7 58 15 1o
Haly, Richard S. - - - 96 16 12 95 15 1o 91 18 15 68 8 6 54 8 2
Hulmo, John R. ~ - - 84 31 21 69 16 1o 70 25 14 92 2o 9 80 29 25
Hawkins, Charles - ~ - 76 25 22 63 '24 18 8o 15 14 78 16 1 1 64 19 4
Hewitt, William ~ - - 108 25 12 36 4 1 45 5 2 71 12 3 82 18 4
:Iones, Thoma! W. - ~ - 127 12 6 28 6 3 88 1 1 4 - ill - 52 6 3
Kent, Henry - - - - 91 27 13 63 24 18 36 8 5 34 1o 7 55 7 3
.Langrishe, R. J. . - - 113 16 11 106 23 16 91 19 13 100 13 11 126 20 15
Laidlaw, Henry - - - 106 , 26 24 66 13 1o 85 2o 15 — - on leave - -
Lambert, R. S. - - - 84 19 12 72 18 11 68 21 1o 73 17 10 76 17 6
.Lyon, Edmund B. - - . 72 17 8 85 9 — 67 14 6 92 20 1 1 61 14 5
Lloyd,Snmuel _ - — - 124 16 8 122 19 14 56 13 7 8 3 — 81 6 5
M‘Gxegor, Donald - - - 46 18 1o - - — 48 15 1 1 23 13 1o 49 18 1 1
M‘Leod, A. N. - - - 71 23 14 32 12 6 51 18 13 32 13 7 12 7 3
Morcsby, Henry - . - l - — — - 14 7 1 25 4 .— 26 12 6
Marlzon, W. F. - - - 85 19 3 88 27 20 57 21 17 1 1 1 21 1 5 7o 18 1 1
Nolan, James — - - 77 24 19 81 23 16 79 19 1o - - ill — - —
Odell, Juhn - - . - — - — 53 13 9 4o 13 1 1 52 22 16 41 1o 6
Oliver,'rllon1u M. ~ - - 75 15 1o 60 8 4 124 11 5 90 11 8 68 9 4
Pryce, Samuel . - - 109 45 33 77 3o 23 74 36 31 77 28 25 62 21 15
Philp,’ E. D. — - - - 103 29 21 104 29 23 108 27 18 100 19 14 108 34 25
Pennell, R. C. . - - 58 13 8 66 12 9 52 13 10 66 11 4 72 12 1o
Ramsay, William - - - - - —- - - - no duty - — - — - _
Rawlinwn, S. - - - 74 1 B 6 62 1o 1 1 60 1 8 1 2 2
Reynolds. John - - - 96 1 1 4 88 1 1 3 :4 z E 62 6 2 :3 g 1;
Sowlcy, W. H. - - - 20 6 3 55 1 1 5 52 13 9 80 24 13 80 2o 15
Thompson, Robert - - - - - - 71 I5 6 31 4 — ~ — - 134 27 14
Thoums, J. R. - - - - 72 22 1 1 73 27 15 5 16 8 56 14 4 66 21 11
Welcll, Arthur - - - 102 23 16 100 31 3 117 14 1o 48 20 16 78 19 17
-Walsh, Henry - . - 56 16 4 78 21 14 68 25 18 78 15 12 59 15 13
St. John, Richard - - - -— - - 43 8 ~ 48 6 3 5o 1 o 6 45 17 13

|

Tom- - - 3.337 96 I510 3.077 716 455 2.945 682 448 2.784 636 399 2.731 656 306

RECAPITU LAT I 0N.

- Number of Estates

Mlle? uavelkd Number or E5“!!! in the pteceding Column
.——— 111 the . . . . .

I vmted In July. 1n winch there were

i onth ofJuly. no Complaints.

ad July - - 3.337 696 510

911. .. - - 3.077 716 455
161h ,, - - 2,945 682 443

238 ,. - - 2,784 636 399

30111 .. - - 273- 656 306

Torn. . - 14,874 3,386 2.121   
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——No. 153.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glmelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, I Downing-street, 29 September 1835.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatches, dated the 31st July, No. 69, and

the 6th of August, No. 74, with their voluminous Enclosures, containing testi-
monies in favour of the Police Force of Jamaica, and in proof of the general tran-
quillity which prevailed throughout the island at the commencement of the
month of August last.

The reports are in the highest degree interesting and acceptable to His
Majesty’s Government ; nor can I forbear to congratulate your Lordship on the
evidence they afford of the success with which, under circumstances of such
extreme difficulty, your efforts for the maintenance of peace and industry amongst
the apprenticed labourers have been attended. Your Lordship need not doubt
that I shall very gladly receive the further intelligence of the same general cha-
racter which you have intimated your intention to transmit to me; although in
the extent of this correspondence I have a proof, not to be contemplated without
some concern on your own account, of the extraordinary amount and variety of
the official duties in which you are so constantly engaged.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 15;}.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, Jamaica,
My Lord, 6 August 1835.

ENCLOSED herewith I have the honour to send to you 8. Supplementary List of
Estates that have worked for hire ; those that have never either had it offered to
them, or have refused it ; and of those who have absolutely refused so to do. The
sum total of this list, and that by the last packet, makes it that 407 estates have
been worked by the apprentices for hire; on 158 it has neither been offered or
refused, and on only 47 in the whole island has it been refused. The middle
calculation would be much? increased had I the whole Returns come in. I trust
that your Lordship will feel the truth of that part of my speech at the opening
of this Session, saying that the idea of the negroes refusing to work in their own
time for hire must be abandoned. -

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.
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Enclosure in No. 154.

ESTATES where the Appnnuncns work for Hum.

Main Savanna - - Clarendon. Bondenn - - ~ - St. James.
Parnassus - - - ditto. Palmyra - - - -. ditto.
Adelphi - - - - St. James. Nore Hall - - - - ditto.
Belfield - - - - ditto. Running Gul - - - ditto.

Barrett Hall - - - - ditto. Spring - - - - - ditto.
Canaan - - - - ditto. Spot Valley - - - - ditto.
Castle Wemyss - - - ditto. Success - - - - ditto.
Chatham - - - - ditto. Sygall - - - - - ditto.
Carlton - - - - ditto. Windsor Lodge - ditto.
Content - - - ' - ditto. Appleton (refused latterly) St. Elizabeth.
Hampden - - - - ditto. Barton’9 -. - - ditto.
Lima - - .. - - ditto. Lancaster v~ - - - ditto.

Somerton - - - - ditto. Mexico - - - - ditto.
Dumfries - - - - ditto. Oxford (on road for contractor,
Belmont St; John. but not offered on estate) - ditto.
Bonerswood - - - - ditto. Union - - - _ - - ditto.
Crawle - - - - ditto. The Bog - - - Westmoreland.
Fuller’s Rest - - - ditto. Bushy Park - - - — ditto.

Mountain River - - - ditto. Darlaston - - - - ditto.
Mount Pleasant - - - ditto. Grand Vale - - - - ditto.
Spring Vale - - - - ditto. Glenbumie - - - - ditto.
Aqualta Estate - - - St. Mary. Hopeton - - - - ditto.
Aleppo - - .. - ditto. Lennox - - - - ditto.
Ballard’s Valley - - - ditto. Old Shaftson - - - ditto.
Charlottenburg - - - ditto. Orange Grove 4 - - ditto.
Cromwell - - - - ditto. Richmond Lodge - - - ditto.
Esher - - - - - ditto. Abingdon - - - - Hanover.
Frontier - - - - ditto. Blenheim - - - - ditto.
Friendship - - - - ditto. Caldwall - - - - ditto.
Greencastle - - - - ditto. Cambleton - - - - ditto.
Heywood Hall - - - ditto. Cousins’ Cove - - - ditto.
Islington - ~ - - ditto. Fish River - - - - ditto.
Koningsberg - - - ditto. Houghton Hall - - - ditto.
Langley .. - - - ditto. Houghton Town - - - ditto.
Llanl-umney - - - - ditto. Mount Pleasant ' ' - dltto.

Moorhall - - o. - ditto. New Ground River - - ditto.
Nonsuch ‘ - - - - ditto. New Paradise - - - ditto.

Newry - - - - ditto. Orange Bay - - - - ditto.
Nutfield - - - - ditto. Bell River - - - - ditto.

Orange Hill - ~ - - ditto. Phoenix - - - - ditto.
Quebec - - - - ditto. PrOSpect - ditto.
Tremolesworth - - - ditto. R001: Spring - - - ditto.
Water Valley - - - ditto. Saxham - - - - ditto.
Whitehall - - - - ditto. Spring - - - - - ditto.
Blue-hole - - - - St. James. Woodchurch - - - ditto.
Cinnamon Hill - - - ditto. Rhodes’ Hall ditto.
Crawle - - - - ditto. Hampstead - St. Elizabeth
Eastham - - - - ditto. Whitehall - - - - ditto.
Glasgow - - - - ditto. Baynes’ Town ditto.
Hartfleld - - - - ditto. New Savanna ditto.
Ironshore - - - - ditto. Ginger Hill - - - - ditto.
Kirkpatrick Hall ditto. Holland - ditto.
Lilliput - - - - ditto. Woodlands - ditto.
Leogan - - - - ditto. Holland - - - - ditto.
Millenium Hall ditto.
Moor Park - ditto. 109
Paisley - - - - ditto. -—

 

 



WAGES neither offered nor refused. JAMAICA.

Clarendon - - - - Clarendon. Caledonia - - - Westmoreland;
Whitney - - - — ditto. Culloden - - - - ditto.
Virgin Valley - St. James. Forrest - - - .. ditto.
Agualta Pen - - - St. Mary. Hopewell - - - - ditto.
Carlton - - - - ditto. Haddo - - - - - ditto.
Claremont - - - - ditto. Mount Edgecumb - '- ditto.
Pimento Hill - - - ditto. Mount Sinai - - - ditto.
Cape Clear Pen — - - ditto. Maxfield — - - - ditto.
Clonmell Pen - - - ditto. New Shaftson - - - ditto.
Flower Hill - - - - St. James. Petersville - - - - ditto.
Bogue .. - - - St. Elizabeth. Robins’ River - .. - ditto.
Bagdale - - - - ditto. Woodstock - - - - ditto.
Breadnut Valley - - - ditto. Welchpool - - - - ditto.
Content Pen - - - ditto. Giddy Hall - - - St. Elizabeth.
Cabbage Valley - - - ditto.
Carisbrook - - - - ditto.

Elim - - - - - ditto.
Gilnock Pen - - - ditto.

Grossmonde Pen - - - ditto. Offer to do so :

Harmony Hall - - - ditto. Y. S.
Island - - - - - ditto. .

Lamont Pen - - - - ditto. giggfiu.
Mitcham Pen ' " ' ditto. Mount Charles.
Magolly Pen ‘ ' ' dftto. Mount Lebanon.
Pen’s Pen ' ' ' " dltto. Mount Pleasant
Two-mile Wood - - - dittO- Hartshall. .
Vauxhall ' ‘ ' ' ditto. Bloomsbury.
Wffllingford ' ' ' ‘ d}tt°' Spring Vale.
Wmdsor ‘ ' " ' dltto' Hazle Grove.
Achendall - - - Westmoreland. Ha G' . ppy rove.
Blue Flelds - - - - ditto- Cottage.
Chiverton - - - - ditto.
Clifden - - - - ditto. .

Conise _ .. - - - ditto. 60

REFUSED to work for HIRE.

Denbigh - .. - - Clarendon. Windsor Forest - - Westmoreland.

Halse Hall - - - - ditto. Cessnort - - - - Hanover.
St. Joolies - - - - ditto. Grange - - - - ditto.

St. Jago . - - - ditto. Green River - - - - ditto.
Clifford’s - - - _- St. John’s. Hardy Hall - - - - ditto.

Lloyd’s _ - - - ditto. Industry - - - f' ditto.
Gibraltar - - - - ditto. Salt Spring - - ' ' dim
Prospect _ _ _ _‘ ditto. Lacovia - - - St. Elizabeth.

Retreat - - - - ditto.

Spring Mount - - - ditto. 'Water Mount - - _ _ ditto. (Offered smce to do 30.)

Albany - - - - ditto.

Bellefield - — - - St. Mary. ‘
Biscany - - - St. Elizabeth. 25

Mount Pleasant Pen - - ditto. .—
Whitehill - - - - dmc-
Chilton - - - Westmoreland.
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--No. 155-7.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 7th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular of the 18th
June, requiring certain Returns.

lst. A Return of all special magistrates who have either resigned or been re-

moved from their commissions since the commencement of the new system.

I have made out such a Return this morning, and have the honour to enclose
it to you.

2d. A Return of the number and nature of the punishments inflicted on the
apprenticed labourers by the special justices, specifying the offences for which
they were inflicted, separating males from females.

This will take considerable time and expense to effect. It is to be recollected,
that for 52 weeks there have been, including the Specials who have served with-
out salary, from 30 in the commencement to 65 or 66 weekly returns; all of
these are to be examined, say an average of 50 returns for 52 weeks. All the
offenders introduced in these returns will have to be classified into male and
female ; all the offences also placed under different heads, and the punishments
also classified. All this will take a very long time to get done, and I must
therefore get two or three extra clerks to work as soon as possible, and will send
it home as soon as I can.

I trust that I shall be allowed to draw on the Treasury for the amount of what
this will cost, as it would be quite unfair to make my secretary, out of his now
so much diminished income, go to this expense. Understanding that there are
other precedents for this being done, I shall draw for the amount; and if it is not
your pleasure to pay it, I will repay to the Treasury the amount. I trust, how-
ever, that your Lordship will see the injustice of putting what I fear may be a
heavy sum on either my salary or my secretary’s. I Will, however, turn the
matter in my mind, and'perhaps be able to simplify the return in such a manner
as to make it less expensive than I at present anticipate.

The third Return which you require I have had the happiness, in anticipation
of your wishes, of sending home up to the 1st of June. I will cause a Return
for the past month to be made out, and will have it sent home if possible by
this post, if not, by the next.

The fourth Return I have also sent home already, and felt myself honoured
by the notification of your satisfaction at the contents.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 155-7.

LIST of SPECIAL Jus'nces who have ceased to hold Commissions, and the Causes thereof.

Amyas Deane:—Ill—health, which rendered him unequal to the duties of the commission.
He was therefore suspended.
R. R. Madden :—-Alleged cause, insufficiency of pay and unsuitable climate; real cause,

as I think, vexation at all the obstacles whic were interposed to prevent his doing his
duty.

I’Villiam Norcott :——Having been ordered to Toba 0, received money and instructions, and
assented to going: retained the money and instructions till the packet for England sailed ;
embarked in it; published a letter in the newspapers before I could have received it,re-
turning me the money and letters, and declaring his intention of oing home for the purpose
of impugning my conduct; and had it sent to me the day after e left the island. Being
thus absent without leave, I struck his name off the list of special magistrates.

Charles
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Charles Brown :—Resigned on account of ill-health. Had he not done so, it would have
been_ my duty the next p_ost-day to have intimated to him his insufficiency for the office.

Thomas Mason :——Resxgned before my arrival, on account, as I was informed, ofthe small-
ness of the pay and the frightful labour he saw before him.
Alexander Grant :—Resigned on getting four or five very valuable attomeyships.
Richard Hill :-—Having deprived a constable of his warrant, as alleged by himself, because

he had come forward to bear evidence against Mr. Norcott, in an examination which I held
rsonally at Montego Bay, when he and others clearly proved that Mr. Norcott’s version

of the circumstances was utteiily unfounded, and that his statement was not correct. As
soon as I left Montego Bay, 1‘. Hill went to the estate, broke the constable, declaring
that an person who a peared to give evidence against a special justice ought not to be con-
tinued 1n the office 0 constable. I wrote to Mr. Hill that this was a principle I could not
admit of, as it would give just cause for asserting that I wished to smother any accusa-
tion of malversation against any special magistrate, and ordered him to replace him ; this he
declined to do, and resi ed his commission in consequence.
Frederick White :— emoved for gross insolence to the clergyman of the parish; he was

however totally unfit for his office, and had not this circumstance occurred, would most pro-
bably have been very soon removed for other causes.
John Campbell :—A brown gentleman; accepted the appointment; but got ill before

he was able to join, and resigned. He put an end to his ex1stence very shortly after.
Andrew Dillon :—A captain of the 64th; having got a short leave of absence to act in

this capacity With the intention of resigning his commission in the army at the expiration
of his leave ; asked Permission, instead, to resign the special magistrate’s, in consequence of
the yellow fever havmg in the mean time made him senior captain in his regiment.

ArchibaldL. Palmer :—- Suspended by me until the pleasure of His Majesty’s Government
be known (but not dismissed), because he refused to submit to an examination into his con-
duct in a case where he preferred a case of complaint against an overseer, who claimed
the right of cross—examination. I directed Dr. Palmer to attend, and he assented; he did,
in fact, present himself, when the commissioners appeared for the purpose of taking the
evidence, and then declined to allow any questions respecting his own conduct to be put ;
and when informed that their orders were to do so, he withdrew, protesting against the course
I ordered to be adopted.
James Jackson :—Removed by me for cruelty and op ression and drunkenness. He died,

however, of an apoplectic fit four days after his removaii
John Eveleigh :—Compelled to resign from the effect of the climate this unusually un-

healthy season.
h Thomas Baynes :—Resigned in consequence of ill-health and the insufficiency of
1s a .

I’Vpili’iam Woodin :——He resigned in about two months, finding that the climate afl'ected
him so much that he could not bear it.

7 August 1835. (signed) Sligo.

 

—No. 158.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg. '/

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 17th August 1835.

A VERY great part of complaints sent to me by your Lordship, depending, in my

opinion, on the construction of the Abolition Law, as to the power of the pro-

prietor to apportion his 40; hours’ work as he pleases on the five first days of

the week, I have thought it better to address to you a separate Despatch on the

subject, rather than to add to the already voluminous mass of papers Wthh must

go to you in consequence of those charges. On my first arrival in the colony,

my head was full of the debates on the Abolition Bill; and having heard “a good

deal of the negroes having only to work four days’ and a half in the week, I so

announced the law in my proclamation, “or rather in my address to the hegroes ;

about a month or two after I found, on studying the law, that I had omitted the

consideration of the 47th clause when writing that address, and on consulting

the persons about me, I was confirmed in the opinion that I had made a mis-

take in that respect. In my address to the apprentices on the 1st of August I

corrected that mistake, and announced the real state of the law to them. I

thought as I now think, that the real interests of both apprentice and master

Were consulted by the eight hours’ system. I have since learned, that when not

in crop time, and therefore not working for wages, that they‘used to leave the

estate on Friday morning, go off perhaps 20 miles to see somefrlends, remain

there till Monday morning, and reach the estate at shellblow m the morning,

overcome with fatigue and unable to work the whole of that day. God knows on

what matter they may have been employed in the mean time; a negro does not
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want to go to market every week, and certainly 26 days in the year is as much

as he will employ on his grounds; at the same time I felt that the would very

much discontent the negro, and that it was very undesuable that. it should be

adopted on that account; I thought it my duty to correct any mlsmterpretation

of the law which might result from my proclamation, and therefore amended it

in my second address. I, however, at the same time issued a Circular, a copy

of which I enclose, to all the special justices, in the hopes that by persuasion the

proprietors might be induced to adopt what I consider the best policy, namely,

to meet the wishes of the apprentices. While crop was gomg on, the nine hours’

system was adopted, because they felt it to be theininterest to conciliate the
apprentice, and to hire him for his extra time, and it fully succeeded. Since

crop is over, however, I am sorry to say that meetings have been got up in

many places to establish what they term uniform1ty of hours of labour, which

merely means to work on the eight hours’ system. Where those meetings have

not been held this plan has been adopted individually in many, I may say by far
the majority of instances. What may be the real motive is not for me to say;
but the apprentices are all very much discontented, and many of the specials
have in their letters to me deprecated very much the system. I should hope
that it has not been adopted for purposes of annoyance, as is generally here con-

sidered, but it bears very much the appearance of it; the effect of it however is,
that it deprives the negro of all power of applying himself to the cultivation of
his grounds, the time especially given to him for the purpose. I have latterly

been making some inquiries on the point, and find that the provision grounds
are in very many instances at a considerable distance from their homes ;' this is
no fault of the owners, as the ground‘adapted for the production of sugar is from

various causes seldom fit for negro grounds, I know of many cases where the

proprietor has been put to great expense to hire or buy provision grounds for

his people, and been unable to procure them within 10 or perhaps 15 miles. In
my own case, having two estates, I ofi'ered the negroes on the lower one the

choice of the grounds for themselves, and they have unanimously preferred going
nine miles off to my other estates, to cultivate grounds there, though it is so un-

productive as a sugar estate; that I have determined on removing the whole
gang down to the lower one, which is most valuable alluvial soil, equal if not
perhaps superior to any in the island. The enemies of the eight hours’ system
here say, that out of crop there is not the same urgency for labour now as in
crop time, and that such being the case the leaven of the old planter breaks out,
and that the change is made solely for the purpose of diminishing as much as
possible the newly-acquired liberty of the apprentices. I should be unwilling to
believe this; but I am confident that no more injudicious measure could have
been adopted, or one more likely to destroy the budding confidence of the
apprentices in the good faith of the master. I am sorry to say that I think the
proprietors here cannot get rid of the old feelings which used to predominate in
the time of slavery, and one of the greatest proofs of the evil working of that
now abolished system is the utter want of mutual confidence which I find to
have prevailed since I have been in Jamaica. As soon as I received your Lord—
ship’s Despatch, enclosing Mr. Blyth’s complaints, I saw at once that the point on
which the whole turned was the legality or illegality of the eight hours’ system, I
therefore at once resolved on making this as clear as possible. I applied to every
member of the bar here, seven in number, for their individual Opinions on the
construction of the 47th clause, and the right of the master to apportion the
hours of labour. I have received the Opinions of Messrs. Panton, Batty, Lunan,
Edwards and Middleton, copies of which I enclose. From the Attorney General
I have been unable as yet to procure one, but send you a copy of a case which I
put to him some months Since, with his opinion and my note at the bottom,
which was sent to the special justice where the difficulty arose. I have shown it
to him now, and he declares it to be as complete an exposition of his opinion as
he could draw out. From Mr. Watkis, the only remaining member of the bar,
I grieve to say I have received none, in consequence of his being now lying on
the point of death with yellow fever; I expect hourly to hear of his dissolution.
It seems that there'is no difference of opinion on the main point, namely, that of
the right of the master to apportion as he pleases the hours of labour, but those
which more nearly coincide with my views are those of the Attorney General
and Mr. Edwards. I have thought it expedient to lay the whole matter before
you, and request the expression of your opinion what line I am to take on the

subject,
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subject ; the policy of the eight hours’ system I consider to be bad, and I do so
after a year’s close watching of the negro character. I am confident that the feel-
ing which makes the greater part of the proprietors adopt it, is one which Will
be fatal to the success of sugar cultivation after the apprenticeship shall have
terminated; they are neglecting to avail themselves now of the authority which
remains to them, to bring about a conciliatory feeling between them and their
apprentices, which they will find impossible to establish after the year 1840. ' To
them in such case will be fairly attributable the failure, if it shall take place, of
the new system, and not to the projectors of the law. Much may depend on the
line which may be adopted by the Government with regard to the eight hours’
system. I cannot help saying that ‘the minds of the negroes would be by far
more satisfied if the nine hours’ system were adopted; but finding that I cannot
by law enforce it,.I deem it my duty to seek your instructions on what I deem
so important a pomt. I have, 810.

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure in No. 158.

Sir, The King’s House, 20 August 1834.I HAVE to request that you will take every opportunity of communicating, under myauthority, to the proprietors or managers of plantations in this Island, my feelings on thesubject of their making an arrangement with their ap rentices as to the hours of the labour.In my various letters to the negroes and ap rentices, I have endeavoured to explain tothem the law as it reall exists; but I request t at you will state to the managers, &c. butnot in the hearing of t e apprentices, my advice and request, that in the regulation of thehours of labour they will consult the feelinas of their respective gangs of a prentices. Insome cases, it will be absolutely necessary ?or them to have half of each riday, or every
alternate Friday ; in others, a difl'erent arrangement will be better; my advice goes merely
to the point of the expediency of making such equitable arrangements as, without doingthemselves material injury, will satisfy the apprentices. I am confident that the adoption ofsuch a system would promote essentially the interests of the proprietors, by making the
apprentices willing labourers. Feeling that it is but a pro r mark of respect towards
them, I beg you will communicate these as my sentiments to th: custodes ofyour respectiveparishes on the first convenient opportunity, and inform them that you have directions tomake them known as extensively as possible among the proprietors.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sliga.

 

—No. 159.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing Street, 5th October 1835.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 17th August last, in which
you have enclosed for my information the separate opinions of the Attorney
General and of five other gentlemen practising at the bar at Jamaica, upon the
question, whether under the existinglaw-of that island the employer of a praedial
apprenticed labourer has the right to exact from him eight hours’ labour on each
of the first five working days of the week, or whether the right of the employer is
limited to the exaction of nine hours’ labour on the first four of those days, and
to four and a half hours’ labour on the fifth. In shorter terms, the question is,
whether the law gives to the praedial apprenticed labourers, with a view to the
cultivation of their grounds, the right to a half holiday every Friday.

It appears to be universally admitted, that the construction which would be
most beneficial to the labourers themselves is that which would exempt them
from work in their employers’ service on Friday afternoon. On the other hand,
the accuracy of this construction is unanimously denied by all the gentlemen
with whom your Lordship consulted on the occasion. I see no valid ground on
Which the conclusion adopted by them all could be controverted; neither do I
think it reasonable to expect that the local legislature would agree to any change
in this part of the law. A recommendation to secure to the labourers for the
cultivation of their provision grounds the afternoon of every Friday might of
course be addressed to the council and assembly ; and the responsibility of re-
jectiggg that salutary proposal might in that manner be thrown upon them ;I but

I . am
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I am strongly opposed to proceedings of this nature, except on the most urgent

and serious occasions. Enough, and in truth far more than enough, 'has already

occurred to induce the negro population to draw invidious distinctions between

the disposition towards them of the executive government on the one hand, and
of the local legislature on the other; and however inevitable may have been the
causes which have compelled the ministers of the Crown or the governors of
the island to provoke this unfortunate contrast, it is obviously pregnant with
many great evils. The interest of all parties demands the growth and encou-
ragement of mutual confidence between the minority who possess the wealth,

intelligence and lawful authority in the colony and the great body of the people,
separated from them by so many natural and social distinctions. I therefore

think it more wise to acquiesce silently in the inconvenience which the refusal

of the half Friday in every week may occasion, than to enter into a contest for

the redress of that evil, with a distinct conviction, that though there is no pro-

spect of success, there is a high probability of widening the breach which it is

my duty as far as possible to close. .
I am happy to receive your Lordship’s explanation of the apparent contradic-

tion between your successive instructions on the subject of the hours of labour,
because it affords me the means of refuting any imputation of inconsistency
which has been or may hereafter be preferred against you on that account. You
will allow me to suggest the general convenience cf hereafter embodying in any
successive public acts of this nature such statements as may be necessary to
obviate the appearance and the unfounded reproach of self—contradiction, which
it is so diflicult to avoid, as often as it becomes necessary at one period to cor-
rect and enlarge instructions given on the same subject at another.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 160.—

COPY of a LETTER from W. G. Nunes, Esq. (Secretary to the Governor of
' Jamaica) to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, King’s House, Jamaica, 2lst August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Marquis of Sligo, owing to

indisposition, is quite unable to write, and I have received his Excellency’s
commands to acquaint your Lordship that the island continues in the same
tranquil and satisfactory state as when the last Despatches were transmitted
from Jamaica.

Several of the special magistrates are suffering under the prevailing sickness,
and many from illness brought on by fatigue in the discharge of their duties,
consequently the reports received, and which are herewith enclosed, on the state
of their several districts, are not so full or numerous as they would otherwise

have been.
I have, &c.

(signed) W. G. Nunes,
Secretary to the Governor.
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My Lord, Aboukir, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose my weekly journal, and to acquaint your Excellency that

this district continues perfectly tranquil, and were we exempt from German emigrants, I

mi ht add happy.
his expressmn, a reflection on emigrants, I beg to assure your Lordship is not called

forth by antici ating the duties which your Excellency has assigned me at Brooks Town

to-morrow, ant? to which I shall devote my best attention, but purely from the dissenshms,

drunkenness and bad example of the Germans at Ballontry. I must acquaint your Lordship,
that much of the 15th was spent in hearing frivolous cases originating in bad tem er and

feelings amongst themselves. I succeeded in producing a reconciliation, which I ear will

prove of short duration. Such of the apprentices as had that morning acted insultingly

towards them were severely admonished and locked up for the night, and one boy, a dis-
tinguished leader, I had switched as an example.

11 conclusion I be to acquaint your Lordship, that I have, with two exceptions, sent all
the persons sentence to corporal punishment to the station-house at Kensington, it being

very
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very central ; and further to .adid, that I have required a signed certificate from the sub-
inspector every Saturday, certifying who had been present at each punishment, and if duly
inflicted, and, unless disapproved of by your Excellency, I shall continue this practice.

I have, &c.
(signed) F. A. Dillon.

 

My Lord, Hill Side, Lucea, 18th August 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose my diary and report of district. The negroes on all the
estates in this district continue to work well, but the jobbing gangs are generally complained
of for not doing the same quantity of work as. the estates negroes. On several estates the
have commenced dig 'ng cane-holes, and have adopted task-work. They work cheerfully,
and generally finish t eir task by two o’clock. They are working very good grounds, and
sell a large quantity of prov1sions. I always see all corporal punishments inflicted myself.

I have, &c.
(signed) John R. Hulme.

 

My Lord, . Houghton Grove, 18th August 1835.I HAVE the honour hereWIth to forward for your Excellency’s approval my diary of pro-
ceedings to the present date inclusive.

I have also the honour of stating to your Lordship that the apprentices in this district are
still conducting themselves tolerably well, as I have not, for some weeks past, had any
cases of an acgravated nature, and I can perceive an evident change for the better since the
conclusion ofP the sugar crop.

I have, &.c.
(signed) Simeon Farrar.

My Lord, 18th August 1835.
I TAKE leave to transmit my weekly report. The apprentices are generally working well,

and obedient.
I have, &c.

(signed) R. Cooking.

Industry, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE not received any complaints of the ipprentices not working agreeable to law.

On some properties the apprentices are working or hire in their own time. Mr. ——
overseer of estate, mentioned last week that he was employing several to pick
imento, and that if he was allowed to employ people, he could get as many as he wanted ;

Iie, also said he had applied to his attorney for permission to that effect, but it was not sanc-

 

 

tioned. Mr. Gillandre, overseer of Lancaster estate, informed me that he had employed '
about 60 to work last Friday (it bein their own day), and they went to work willingly,
and was out to work before six o’cloc , and performed a good day’s work; he paid the
head people 2s. 6d., the first gang 2s. 1d., and the others ls. 3d. each; he also wished
them to work on Saturday; they d1d not, saying they “’15th to o to market.

I have not the least doubt that if the attomles would make t e offer, they could get as
many apprentices as they wished to work for hire in thisidistrict; the whole of them
Worked for hire during crop on Gibraltar estate; the a prentlces requested me to Interfere
for them to be allowed to work for hire; they were, In the first commencement of crop,
working for double 8 ells.

If the managers 0 estates would only try the Plan, I have no doubt but that they would
succeed.

I have, &c. *
(signed) C. Hawkins.

My Lord, Westmorland, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose my diayy, and to report to your Excellency the continued

good conduct of the ap rentices in my district. . . .
I beg leave to remar , the only property With which I have any difficulty IS the Bry, on

which a bad feeling appears to exist between the apprentices and manfifizte,‘ &c.

(signed) B. Edwards.

My Lord, Mount Hindmost, 18th August 1835:
I HAVE the honour to transmit the weekly diary and the particulars of three valuation

cases. . .
I am son'y to be obliged to state to your Excellency that smce erop has finished? I find

relaxation of labour increase. The period of crop I conSIder a pencil of great excitement.
My report will furnish some proof that theft and Idleness have obliged me to use severe
punishments. _ . '

It is pleasing, however, to add, that upon every estate u'Pon which additional labour has
been required, the apprentices have agreed to worlg on battn'days, ang some their half
Fridays also, at the rate of four bitts for a day of nine hours. mdars Valley, MI—lifilt
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Hall, Trefusi’s, Pennant’s, and I have reason to believe Kellet’s, will readily comply ; upon

the two first the agreements have been made, and I neither anticipate or fear a refusal

an where if I am allowed to make the proposal to the people myself; they frequently

re se overseers.
I have, &c.

(signed) R. Standish Haly.

My Lord, . Moneague, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting my report for the week ending of this date, and bet»

to assure your Excellency that the tranquillity of this district remains perfectly undisturbed:

and the apprentices in general behavmg with great order and propriety.

The pimento crop has lately commenced, and 1 am happy to inform your Excellency that

the people are, with very few exceptlons, picking as much as ever they were accustomed to

in former years. . . . _ ' _

They have also shown every disposmon to accept of wages during their own time to carry

off the crop, which is very abundant.
I have, &c.

(signed) Henvy Laidlaw.

Middlesex Police Station,

My Lord, St. Elizabeth, 18th August 1835.
[TAKE leave to state that since I had the honour of addressing youi' Excellency from

ry considerable part of the

parishes of St. James’s, Westmorland and St. Eiizabeth, and fee pleasure in statin , that

with very trifling exceptions, I found the behayiour of the apprentices good, and. may
safely say, improving; nor have I indeed heard In my tour any complaint worth noticing to
your Lordship. . '
The cultivation of the pro rties is, since the crop, Improvmg, and the seasons throughout

the country are very favoura le.
I have, &c.

(signed) R. Duly.

 

My Lord, - Saxham, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the district continues in a perfect state

of tranquillity; and that although comflaints, as you will perceive b my diary of this
week, are not of as rare occurrence as could wis , yet, Wlth some ew exceptions, the

offences with which the parties are charged are by no means of a serious character.
I have, &c.

(signed) S. Odell.

My Lord, To Hill Pen, Trelawney, 18th August 1835.
I HAVE the honour to report to your Exce ency that the whole of the estates in this

district are working the nine hours’ system, and getting the half of Friday, whichI acquaint
the a rentices is granted to encourage them to continue to perform their work honestly and
faith 1y when on duty in the field; and I feel a pleasure in reporting to your Lordship
the absence ofcomplaints on this head.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. Pryce.

My Lord, Rio Bueno, 18th August 1835.
WITH reference to my statements as to the industly of the apprentices, which’your Excel-

lenc commands me for the future to embody in my letters, and not to make them on the
enveiope, I beg to observe, that although reports have reached me from time to time of ap-
prentices refusmg to work for wages in their own days, I must distinctly state, that in my
official capacity, I have never been applied to with a new of urging them to do so, but on one
solitary occasion at Biddeford. The apprentices had refused to work on a particular day,
though requested to do so, to finish some work in hand; Ireasoned with them fora few
minutes, and the result was the did work on the day required. Thus, my Lord, although
I cannot doubt what I have hear many respectable people assert, yet it would a pear contra-
dictory that they should be so very anxious to get their apprentices to work or wages in
their own time, be refused, and still not apply tothe specialjustice, in the hopes that he might
be able to influence the people to meet their wishes. Now, at Biddeford (the very estate
I before referred to) the overseer a few days since informed me he had a very considerable sum
to expend in jobbing, which, he stated, he had offered to his own people, but that the had
refused it. I asked him if he would allow me to speak to them, and endeavour to c ange
their determination; and which I stated my conviction I could effect. “ No,” he replied, “ as
theyhad refused him, the should not get a sixpence of the money; he would employ others;
they had ofiended him. ” I even told him, that were I writing to the Governor of the Island, I
should not be able to state to his Excellency that the Biddeford apprentices had refused to
work(ifor wages. I had never been applied to, though I did not doubt the fact to which he
won] willingly have made affidavit.
Were I put on my oath to.morrow, I could not say that an apprentice in my district had,

at
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at any one periodhrefused to workfor wages since my arrival, though it may frequently haveso happened. This statemehts reach your Excellency which may appear to be contradictory.On my mentiomhg this Circumstance at Long Pond, Mr. Millner (a gentleman who apears anxious to iive the new system a fair chance) expressed himself as most willing Ishould speak to t ose of his apprentices (I believe about one-half) who generally do notwork for hire in their own time. I shall let your Excellency know the result; but if thesepeople can make more that} the wages offered to them by other means, who can blame themor say they are not industrious, because they do not work for the estate? If the lose theirtime, that of course alters the case; this I shall endeavour to ascertain. Allow e workingclasses in England as much for one day’s labour as will maintain them for a week, and I askyour Excellency what would be the result. '
I have, &c.

(signed) R. IV. Pennell.

 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Henry Walsh, Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,dated Derry Police Station, Pear Tree Grove P. 0., 19th August 1835.
IT affords me particular satisfaction to forward your Excellency mv report for the pastweek. The work is going on “ briskly ;” on some estates “ they do weli” at all hours for freelabour; on other estates the managers are ill-tempered, and they do not assist me to soothdown the frailty of weak mortals.
Ifthe proprietors of Jamaica would see “ rationally” the change from slavery to thepresent stage of affairs, and coolly reflect, “ make some slight allowance” for its youth, andnot be led by frantic prejudices, we mi ht be enabled to brin things, in a little more time, toamore favourable and happy crisis. I regret indeed that t e island “ suffers much” fromthe real proprietor’s absence. .
I cannot report this district, and, in short, all that I have seen is in any manner but that

of improving.
We must all admit, amongst the best peasantry in the world, there are some bad onesamongst them, but considering the state from which England has raised the black populationof this island, I assert, and it is undeniable, that a great change has taken place, bothreligious and moral.
Uur opulation is no doubt too small for this beautiful island, blessed as it is with itsdeli ht l scenery and the fertility of its soil.
our Excellency will perceive by my report, that on all the estates I visited last week,that there were no complaints on any head from either the masters or apprentices; and itis most gratifying to me to enclose your Excellency a blank report.

‘ I have, &c.
(signed) Henry Walsh.

 

My Lord, 19th August 1835I HAVE the honour to enclose the diary for the week; I regret to notice some serious casesof thefi on some of the properties I have lately taken under my charge. I hope to repress
such practices immediately.

The labour of the district goes on well, and I have no complaint of any apprehended diffi-
culty in picking in the coffee crop, it is not yet so far advanced as to require additional labour,
but I do not think, as far as I can see, there will be any refusal to labour for hire.

I shall be obliged b your Excellency favouring me with the decision on the case of the
boy W. Durrant versus K’Ir. M‘Leod.

I have, &c.
(signed) Arthur Welsh.

 

My Lord, Logan Castle, 19th August 1§35.
I SEND the papers which refer to the case of George Howell, an apprentice belonging to

Swansea, whom I have seen, and questioned upon the matter of complaint. HIS answers
were in accordance with the affidavit of Bucknell, the overseer of the workhouse, namely,
that of his never having made any complaint while in the institution, and really, from his
~ap earance, his health has not suffered in consetglilence. . _ . _ .

have now been to almost every property in r. Hams’s district, and given him up the
charge; and although in doing so Iwas absent from my own, I am proud 0 ea I have
received no letters commanding my attendance, nor do I believe my absence was elt either
by overseer or apprentices.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. Walker Jones.

My Lord, Oliphant’s Lime Sav. P. 0.,. 19 Au ust 183.5.
In re ly to your Excellency’s Circular 4,459, of the 31st, relative to “$111ng t e hospitals,

&c. on t e properties, I beg leave to inform your Excellency that, as far as I have been
able to observe on every estate, the negroes have comfortable hospitals prowded for them,
and are regularly attended b professional men, except Mr. ’5 property, where _no
medical man has ever atten ed. Some time since,I mentioned to the overseer the necessny
of having a white doctor to attend the negroes, and requested him to mention. the same to

1"“h. I called yesterday at —--—--—-——, and Mr. -—--—-— informed me
166. he
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he has never had a regular medical attendant during the number of ears he has lived on

the roperty, and there had not been a single case where there was t e least necessity for

sentiing for one; he considered the black doctor (hot-house nurse) was fully com etent to

rescribe for his negroes; that if at any time a‘case of dangerdpresented itself, e would

nnmediately call on a medical man. Mr. -——————- declare there were no negroes in

better health than his ; but I reminded him of the case of Bessy Cameron, a poor old feeble

woman, who told me, Mr. Townshend has “ thrown her up ” for many years, and she was

so diseased he would not admit her into the estates’ hospital until I ordered his overseer

(during Mr. Townshend’s absence) to take her into the hot-house, and see every care taken

of her, which is now done. , Mr. Townshend replied, thlS woman wasa notonous runaway,

and so diseased that the other negToes would not admit her into the hospital. Another case was

that of “ Sukey,” whom I sent to the tread-mill for harbouring a runaway. On my visiting

Vere House of Correction on the 6th instant, the supervisor, Mr. Burke, told me, this

woman was so dreadfully diseased, that from the day she was sent from Main Savanna, she

could not possibl be desired to do the most easy work; her sentence was .one month in the

first ang, and uring that time the medical man attending the Institutlon cured her, as

Mr. ownshend told me yesterday she was well, and working In the field. .

I consider it my duty, my Lor , to lay these circumstances beforei our Egcellency, and
ave, c.

(signed) R. T. Langrishe.

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, 19 August 1835.
THE change in the time of working the negroes, which has recently taken place in this

disttict, has unfortunately caused a good deal of excitement and insubordination in the two

estates of Bush Park and Amity Hall. I consider both properties as now restored to good

order, and like y to remain so. For the purpose of re ressmg the insubordination, I was
obliged, to my great sorrow, to have recourse to the w ip, the use of which I had discon-

tinued for six months. I have invariably acted according to your Excellency’s humane and
politic injunction, to endeavour, in the first instance, to obtain labour. from the negroes, in

compensation for infringements of the laws ; and the contumacy exhibited the day before

yesterday at Bushy Park and Amity Hall is the first instance, during SIX months, in which

the alternative of labour for flagellation has not been readily embraced by negro delin-

uents.
q I beg to repeat that both the estates in question are at present in perfect order; and I

expect to keep them so without much difficulty. I h &
ave, c.

(signed) Alexander JV. Zl'I‘Leod.

My Lord, Oliphant Great House, 19 August 1835.

I BEG leave to enclose my diary, and regret the severity of the weather has prevented my

travelling my usual distance this week.
There appeared a slight ap earance of insubordination on Denbeigh estate the last feW

days; but I found the head driver at fault. He had frequently been forgiven, both by the

overseer and attome before. I was compelled to break him, and sentence him to receive

36 lashes. From t e feeling all the negroes manifested afterwards, I have no doubt but

that the effect will be attended with good result.
All the other properties are going on well.

' I have, &c.
(signed) R. T. Langrishe.

 

—No. 161.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 5th September 1835.

FOR the last three weeks the reports Which I have received from the special
justices have been full of cases of complaints against gangs of negroes and
individuals for insubordinate conduct, originating in the change from the nine
hours’ system to that of eight hours.
My impression was, originally, that the latter was the most humane for the

negroes. Having however seen that it was disagreeable to them, I have done

my best to cause the nine hours’ system to be adhered to. The matter

however has been so forcibly brought to my attention by the reports of the
magistrates, that I have felt it my duty to write a Circular to the custodes, a
c0py of Which I have the honour to enclose, and hope you will approve it.

Meetings have lately been very generally called for the purpose, as it is
termed, of promoting uniformity in the hours of labour. The real object of
which, however, is to make those proprietors or managers who have adopted a

different plan fall into the eight hours’ system. That this is not really done for
the
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the purpose of getting more work performed is, I think, proved by the fact
that during crop time, while it was more their interest to get work completed
than it can be now out of crop, it was universally the habit to work on the nine
hours’ system. Now that they require less work, on many properties the system
of wages is dropped, and they have in many places changed to the eight hours’
plan. That this is done for the purpose of annoying the negroes it is my
painful impression.

In furtherance of my opinion as to the reasons why the eight hours’ system
is adhered to, I enclose you the copy of a letter of the custos of ’ . You
will therein see, that his motive for pressing it is because it will prevent the
negroes from attending sectarian places of worship. Now if they have zeal
enough to travel six miles and back after their day’s labour to attend worship,
or still more, as stated, 16 miles, it is too bad to attempt to stop them by
adopting a system which will have no other effect but that of annoying them
and preventing their religious instruction.

 

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 161.

Sir, The King’s House, 25 August 1835.

Hrs Excellency the Governor is obliged to trouble you upon a subject which he wishes
to be communicated generally to the proprietors and managers in the parish over which you
preside, and which he has not the means of accomplishing, except b your intervention, if
you will be so obliging ; at the same time he wishes to put you to as ittle inconvenience as
possible on the occasion.

His Excellency’s attention has been attracted to the numerous changes which have of
late been proposed in the hours of labour formerly arranged with the labouring classes,
apparently with mutual satisfaction and benefit to the master and the apprentices.

The right of the master to ap ortion the forty—and—a-half hours’ work to which he is
entitled 0n the first five days of t 1e week does not admit of doubt, and was pointed out to
the negroes in his Excellency’s address of the 1st August 1834. In many places such an
arrangement may possibly not be attended with inconvenience to the apprentice; but
generally it would appear to be against their inclination, and that the plan of working '
nine hours on the first four days, and half that time on Friday, is preferred, as affording
them greater facility in attending to their grounds and disposing of their provisions. His
Excellency, therefore, when he pointed out the terms of the law, strongly recommended
in his letters to the special magistrates to endeavour to induce pro rietors to adopt the nine
hours’ system wherever it seemed to be the wish of the labouring c asses.

The generalLdissatisfaction which has appeared wherever the eight hours’ system has been
proposed, induces his Excellency to urge proprietors to pause before they demand what
certainly they have a right to do, but by the enforcement of which, not only is insubordi-
nation to be expected (and which has recently manifested itself in this neighbourhood),
but sullenness, dissatisfaction, and consequently a less pro ortion of work from those who,
if allowed to continue upon the nine hours’ system, woulii) most probably cheerfully and
profitably contribute their labour. ‘

His Excellency is quite aware that he can only suggest what occurs to him in these
respects; but considering the paramount necessity of preserving harmony amqngstithe
peasantry, and so forcibly impressed as he is by reports from all quarters of the dlsniclma-
tion to work on the eight hours’ system, that admitting the uwer of coercion, he still con-
siders it his dut to bring to the consideration of the proprietors, that the present is not all
that is to be 100 ed to, but that regard must be had to the future, so as to ensure the wil-
lingness of the labourers to contribute their services when their condition shall be changed,
and which may so materially be affected by anyl discontent 01‘ excitement occaswned now,

from not coming into that arrangement which is Excellency thinks it would be for the
benefit of all parties to adopt.

The extensive means which his. Excellency has of obtaining information which cannot be
possessed by individuals will, he trusts, add some weight to the opinion he entertains on
this subject, and which he wishes to be promulgated through you.

I am, &c.

To the Custodes. (signed) Wm. G. Nunes, Secretary.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 161.

Sir, 1 September 1835.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular from the King’s HouseZ dated the 25th

ult., and I request that you will assure his Excellency the Governor, that I Wlll not omit any

opportunities which shall occur to enable me “ to communicate generally to the proprietors

and managers ” in me parish of -—————-—— the contents of that Circular. But with great

deference to his Excellency, I cannot help expressing my opinion that the way which he ap-

ears to give a preference to, in disposing of the labour of the apprentices, due to their masters,

Is not the best suited in the agricultural arishes, either for the masters or apprentlces. In
such parishes, and particularly on the ugar Estate, with very few exceptions, the people
have plenty of land for their own cultivation, so that with common industry they ought to
abound in provisions, and, consequently, have plenty for the use of their families, and
enough besides to supply the markets at the different ports or shipping places on the sea-
coast. But such is not the case ; they have neglected their grounds in this neighbourhood
for a considerable time past, and the continue to do so; and most of them pass their
time on Saturdays and Sundays in per ect idleness. And with respect to the first five days
in the week, instead of working for their masters reasonably as they ought to do, it appears
to me that they are determined to do as little as they can, either in the field or as domestic
servants. Confining myself to the neighbourhood, I observe the people, and particularly
the females, are in the habit of going to the sectarian meeting houses, two of which are at

, and l was informed a. few days since by a respectable person, that he was
returning from—--— , where business had detained him, to his residence, a short dis-
tance from this place, and on the road between this and —————, between seven and
eight o’clock at night, he met a great number of negroes on their way to —-—~————-, to
attend at some festival there of sectarians ; the distance is six miles from hence. And I was
also lately told by the overseer of -——~——-— estate, in ———-—-—, that he has seen some
of my apprentices from estate, attending at a place called— , adj oin-
ing that estate, where there is a Baptist establishment, a distance, I think, of 16 miles,
though there is a chapel, with a regular clergyman of the Church of England, at
about three miles from —— . What the doctrines are which are taught by the sec-
tarians to the negroes I know not; but I very much fear, that they have no tendency to
im rove their morals or to induce habits of industry.

0 G. W. Nunes, Esq. I have, &c.
&c. &c. King’s House. (signed) -——-—.
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COPY of_ a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 4th Nov. 1835.
I HAVE received your Despatch of 5th September, enclosing a copy of a

Circular addressed by your Lordship to the custodes, on the 25th August, on-
the subject of the arrangement of the hours of labour required of the appren-
tices. I entirely approve of the course which your Lordship has taken with
reference to this subject, and I trust that the proprietors will receive your advice
in the same spirit in which it has been offered, and will concur with you in
adopting such an arrangement as will be most conducive to the interests of all
parties concerned.

It is with deep regret that I learn that there is any probable reason to believe
that the hours of labour have been fixed, in any case, for the purpose of annoying
the apprentices. Such a motive would be still more open to censure, if it
prompted any needless interference with the feeling which induces the appren-
tices, after the labour required of them has been performed, to frequent places
of worship, although not in connexion with the Established Church.
The view which your Lordship takes of this subject is so correct as to render

it unnecessary for me to do more than' to express my full concurrence in the
sentiments which you have expressed.

I will only add, that I trust that such instances as I have adverted to are
extremely rare, and that the good sense and just feeling of the large body of
proprietors will induce them to exercise their rights with reference to the
employment of their apprentices in a manner the most calculated to promote
their own interests by conciliating the good-will and confidence of the labouring
population. "

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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——No. 163.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 6th September 1835.

I HAVE the honour to enclose you some Letters on various subjects, some of
which ought to have‘ gone by the last packet, but were omitted owing to my
illness, and some on which I have now to remark

No.- l.—-—A Letter from Mr. Fyfe, showing the willingness of' the negroesto work 'for hire.
No. 2.—Mr. Lyon’s Report of his district, showing the cause ofdiminution of crop, and small number of complaints.
No. 3.——-Mr. Finlayson’s Report of crop of his district last year and thepresent one.
No. 4.—Mr. Hawkins’ district Report. Work for hire.
No. 5.—-Mr. Gurley’s district Report.
No. 6.—Mr. Daughtrey’s district Report. Confidence in the specials.
No. 7.—Mr. Walsh’s district Report as to Industry.
No. 8.——Mr. Pryce’s district Report. Negroes now at work at their pro-vision grounds; neglected before to get on With the crop.
No. 9.—Mr. Reynolds’ district Report.
No. lO.——Mr. Cooper’s district Report, stating that the negroes are not

fairly paid by their employers, and that they work for less money for
others where they are honestly treated.
No. ll.—A most interesting document, being eleven months’ return of'wages paid, and number of negroes who have worked for Mr. Hutchinson

Scott, a notoriously humane man.
No. l2.——Mr. Blake’s district Report.
No. 13.——Mr. Lambert’s district Report, showing that the eight-hour

system is disapproved of, but sent to show the conduct of the apprentices
when Hopewell trash-house was on fire.
No. l4.——Mr. Haly’s district Report, showing the benefit of Mr. J. W.

Turner’s former good management. -
No. l5.——Mr. Fishbourne, special justice for Annotto Bay district: his

opinion as to the cause of the peculiar diminution of crop in that district.
No. 16.—-—A Letter received from Mr. Bravo, the custos of Clarendon,

since my Despatch was written yesterday, relative to the Circular on the
eight-hour system of labour.

 

Enclosure in No. 163.

(No. 1.)
My Lord, Providence, 25 August 1835.THE negroes 011 Cambridge having expressed their wish to work five days of nine hours oncondition of getting the usual allowance, and the overseer having declined the proposal,owin as he states to the poverty of the estate, I have directed him to work the negroesnine hours for four da s, and to_ give them the half of Friday, instead of working them ashe has been doing eight hours a day for five days.

Where the negroes are willing to work forty-five hours a week for the usual allowances,and the terms are declined by the overseer, I shall insist on their getting the half ofFriday ; but when they persist in‘ relinquishing these allowances, and in claiming the four anda half hours, I shall allow the overseer to work them on the eivht hours a day system ; andthis in order to induce them to give the four and a half hours for indulgences, which can beso cheaply purchased. Many children under six years of age have died from the want ofmedicine and medical attendance, the mothers having refused to give their four and a halfhours to procure them ; I therefore, from motives of humanity if from no other, would wishto promote the extra labour for the extra indulgences.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) A. G. Fyfe,
&c. &c. Sec. Special Justice.
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(No. 2.)

Palmetto River, St; Thomas in the East,

My Lord, 12th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward my diary for the past‘week.

Notwithstanding the assertions w lich have been made in the House of Assembly that the

negroes are sullen and ind 'lent, I have the daily evidence of my eyes and ears to the con-

trary. The majority of apprentices in this district are discharging their—duty faithfully and

cheerfully; and if in some instances the late crop has not e nailed the amount of former

years, the fault has not been theirs. On Garbrand Hall, Ha11(I-Iead and Roselle estates (on

each of which the most active industry has been exhibited by the people, both in crop

and out of it, and where complaint has been most rare) no canes were planted in the

spring of 1834, from apprehension that after the abolition of slavery, labour would not be

carried to the extent it most happily has been. My diary for the last week shows that out

of seven sugar estates visited, embracing a population of 2,145 apprentices, there were

but two trifling complaints, no very strong evidence I conceive of the prevalence of indolence

and vice.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. B. Lyon,

&c. &c. &c. Special Justice.

 

(No. 3.)

REPORT of the PRODUCE of the SUGAR Esm'ms in Mr. Finlayson’: District of St. James’s,

for the Years 1834 and 1835.
 

 

 

  

    
 

Number of Number of

NAMES OF ESTATES. ths. Hinds. Increase. Decrease.

made in 1834. made in 1835.

Btue Hole . - - - - 178 186 8 —

33:33“ H‘H_ : Z Z } 264 254 - - 10

Crawl - - - - - 86 84 - ~ 2

Easthams - - - - 5-1 46 - - 8

Flower Hill - - - - 83 93 10 —

Glasgow - - - — 140 1 68 28 —-

Hartfield - - - - 104 93 - - l 1

Ironshore - - - - 1 81 l80 - - 1

Kirkpatrick Hall - - 85 95 10 —-

Logan - - - - - 135 129 - 6

Lilliput - - - - - 5o 36 - 14
Millenium Hall - - - 61 60 - 1

Moorpark - - - - 105 141 36 -—

Palmyra - - - - 140 1 25 - - I 5

Providence - - - - 1 '70 205 35 -—

Paisley - - - - - '1 06 1 1 1 5 _

Rosehall - - 1 76 172 - - 4

Running Gut - - - 137 140 3 _.

Sprin - - - - - 1 90 1 60 - 30

Spot alley - - - - 185 165 - - 20

Success - - - - - 71 70 - - l

Tryall - - - - - 143 130 - - 18
Windsor Lodge - - - 137 157 20 —.

2,986 3,000 155 141

Deduct Decrease - - - - - 141

Increase - - - - - l4   
226 August 1835.—-—The information has been in every case received from the overseer.

Cmnamon H111 and Cornwall had a greater ap arent difference than 10 hhds. ; but the
cesks were much larger this year than the last. Ithe estates of Spring and Easthams have
stlll a few canes to cut, but allowance has been made for them.

(signed) Walter Finlayson,
Special Justice.

 

(No. 4.)
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(No. 4.)

I HAVE not received any com laints during the past week of the apprentices not working.The overseer of Nightingale l'ove infermed 'me that the apprentices there had requested
to be allowed to hire themselves in clearing and putting in a piece of full plant; he intendsspeaking to Hamilton Brown, esq., the receiver, about it; also the people on Lynwomv
have requested to be allowed to hire themselves in their own time. i

There are a great many apprentices at present hiring themselves in picking pimento.
Braco people hired themselves last Friday (their day) to pick pimento, and if they were
encouraged, there can be no doubt they would generally work for hire.

(signed) C. Hawkins,
Special Justicc.

 

(No. 5.)
My Lord, _ Black River, 24 August 1835

I AM exceeding sorry that I have neglected to send lately the report your Lordship
alludes to.
The uniform state of my district, however, occasioned my neglecting to do so, as I should

only have had to make a repetition of all my fonner reports.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) John Gurley,

Special J ustice,

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Whitehall, St. Elizabeth’s, 25th August 1835. *
THE state of this district continues so far satisfactory that it seems not necessary to call

for any particular remark.
On several of the properties the pimento crop has afforded the principal em loyment for

some weeks, and is now nearly completed. Wherever the proper means have Eeen used for
securing it, labour has been obtained adequate to the exigency. In one instance only Will
an portion be lost, and the real cause of this is to be found,I am well assured, in some
deiiiy in engaging the usual assistance from jobbers, arising out of a family quarrel.
The produce of a pimento grove, as your Excellency is aware, does not depend upon cul-

tivation, but upon the seasons ; if therefore the ripened crop had been deficient, it could not
have been charged to the account of the apprentice, his responsibility commences when it has
to be collected. I am however happy to report, that the parties interested in pimento in this
district seem in general satisfied with the result.
The coffee crop is now rapidly comin on, and with all its abundance, I entertain no doubt

that the requisite labour will be found for securing it to the proprietor.
In particular districts, local and perhaps temporary causes may have an influence on the

disposition of the negro to work for wages. ,
The inclination itself will of course depend upon the force of the motive by which it is to

he created. An apprentice willno doubt more readily hire himself for his extra time before
his provisions are fit for market than after ; in a scarce season sooner than in an abundant
one; for half a dollar er day rather than for a macaroni; to a master who treats him with
some cordialit , when e will excuse himself at the offer of another who regards him with
contempt. T ere is nothing extraordinary or unreasonable in this, and yet none of these
natural motives appear to be considered sufficient by those who have a predisposition to con-
demn him. The whole is resolved into his inherent and irremovable laziness. Undoubtedly
every thing that has the resemblance of compulsory labour, all that has to be performed
under restraint, is at present more or less irksome to him: slavery has made it so: it has
given to labour, executed under superintendence, the air and inipressmn of a penalty. It
will be by degrees only that this will be overcome, and wherever it is so, the motive must be
clear and strong; that is, the interest must be shown to be obvious and sufficient ; sure I
am, however, that if managed judiciously, the oint will generally be gained. In eve
instance when the services of any body of peop e have been particularly required in their
own time, I have succeeded in inducing them to give the labour either for money or for
return time. I regret to say, I have done so when they had previously refused the application

 

of the master themselves. I have, &c.

(signed) John Daugktrey, s. M.

(No. 7.)

“ Derry” Police Station, Pear Tree Grove P. 0.,
My Lord, 12th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward your Excellency my report for the past week, and beg to-
assure your Lordship that the negroes are daily improving in my district, and 1f honestly
dealt with, will work for wages “ at all hours ; ” on some estates they give up their Satur-
da s; “ previous to the first of August,” they gave u Saturdays at Industry.

r. Batty’s estate for example, “ Bagnall Spring,’ will work for money, and have done
so for some months past, when the mill was about.

166. “ Lambkin
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“ Lambkin Hill,” the estate of Mr. Betty’s brother, the negroes have agreed to work for

wa es; “ the article” is signed by me and now in my possession.
fadmit that the apprentices always look on the master “ with suspicion,” naturally pro-

ceeding from a knowledge of their former state.

 

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Walsh.
&c. &c. &c.

(No. 8.)
My Lord, Trelawny, 11th Au ust 1835.

IN this district the apprentices have not been required to work extra time or monetary

hire since the crops have been taken off, in consequence of almost all the estates being very

strongly handed, or having a full and adequate number of apprentices to the cane cultivation,

and the steady manner in which they are performing their work.
At York and Gale’s Valley estates the were required to work their half of Frida , and

offered 23. 1 (I. per day, but they decline it, stating that their mountain grounds hag been

partially neglected during the crop, when they had cheerfully worked for money day and

night, and took off their croEs in the most successful manner, as I have previously had the

honour of reporting to your xcellency.
At Belmont estate, my Lord, they have also declined to work (at present) extra time for

money on account of the indifferent state of their grounds generally, and which I believe to

be the real cause of their refusal on this property, as well as Gale’s Valley and York.

I am in the expectation, my Lord, ofthe apprentices generally coming gradually into the

system of working their half of Friday for a fair remuneration: how much further it would

be prudent to encourage them to go must be left for the superior judgment and direction of

your Excellency.
In this vicinity, my Lord, the apprentices always had the indulgence of the Saturdays out

of crop. I have, &c.
(signed) 8. Pryce, s. J.

 

(No. 9.)

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 25th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that my district is perfectly tran uil, and

that the apprentices show the best disposition towards industry. It is only when t ere are

bad masters of working, or jobbing gangs, that there are any complaints, and even these

are of a very triflin nature.
The 'cofl'ee fields ave a fine appearance, and bid fair as to a good return to the planters.

 

I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Reynolds, 5. M.
&c. &c-. &c.

(No. 10.)

My Lord. St. James’s, Pitfour, 11th Au st 1835.

I HAVE the'honour to enclose a return of the estates in my present and ate district,

whereon the a prentices have worked in their own time for wages, and also of those on

which they di not so work, with the causes thereof.

With one or two exceptions it may be said that the apprenticed negroes in this district

are quite willing to labour in their own time, provided a suitable inducement is held out to

them, i. e. fair wages offered, and honestl paid when accepted. In more than one instance

the manager has complained of the difficulty he encountered in keeping the people at

work on the ao‘reement made between them and himself, and in every such case the result

ofmy inquiryhas been, the discovery of an idea on the negroes’ part that the were cheated in

the payment of wages, and I am sorry to add, that Wit one exce tion have found that

idea correct. Sometimes the negroes decline working on certain a s because those days

are destined to be employed in the cultivation of their provision oun s, or carria e of their

produce to town or market, which pays them better than a day s hire; and at ot er times,

as has occurred under my own e e, they refuse to work for their master, and hire themselves,

for even a smaller sum, to a neig bour.
Upon the whole, I have no hesitation in saying that the negro obe s the same impulses as

other men—is actuated by the same hopes (of gain especially), an! if placed on the same

footing, will discharge as well the obligations(soc1al and more. ) of his condition.

I have, &c.

(signed) R. S. Cooper, s. M.

 

(No. 11.)
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(No. 11.)

Arman'mcxs employed by Mr. Scott for Wages on Saturdays.

1334.5, WHENCE. Number Atmiylt.3d. mad. toLabourers perdiemof9houn,
of Hands. ,, 21. 1d. and 2s. (id. to Tradesmen} paid in Cash.

13. s. d.
Sept. 6 - Bog Estate - - 58 4. 16 8 R E MAR K S' _ ,

” 20 . Bog Estate . . 68 5 13 4 Strangers are supplied thh
Oct. 4 . Bog Estate .. _ 82 6 16 8 tools whet} they come, at or
Sept. 13 - hnnox and Hopeton 44 3 ‘5 10 ?fter suqnse, and On dehvery

” 27 - Lennox . _ - 4.3 3 19 _ m of them tools at the end_ of
Oct. 18 - Bog Estate - . 58 4 13 4 the da I work they recelve

,, 11 - Lennox and Hopeton 41 3 19 — each ’1‘“ .money ""110“? fm-
” 25 . Lennox and Hopeton 6o 4 9 4 lure; 1t 1.: the only actuable

Nov. 1 - Bog Estate - - 74 5 14 7 way to secure c0116 ehce, and
” 3 . Lennox and Hopeton 52 3 12 7; by perseverance 1t unll efi'ect
” 15 . Bog Estate - _ 46 3 17 11 the _ob3ect. Scrupulous m-

,, 22 - Bog & Lennox Estates 95 6 12 1 tegnty and Punctslahty are
” 29 . Bog & Lennox E<tates 135 11 7 11 heeded to remove .d1strust and

Dec. 6 - Bog & Lennox Estates 136 11 17 11 1931‘)qu: Md SUSPICIOD Oflm'g
,, 13 - Bog & Lennox Estates 64. 13 5 9 Stande- , ‘

Jan. 3 - Bog&Lennox Estates 67 5 1 3 1" digging cane holes, they
” 10 - Bog Estate _ _ 26 2 _ 1o ate tasked to dig 104. holes
” 17 _ Lennox Estate _ 64. 4 14 a (light. sod) four feet 'square

,, 24. - Bog &Lennox Estates 66 5 4, 7 per dlem f0," ”Odo Wthh’ on
Feb. 7 - Bog and Lennox - 85 6 5 10 my suggestion, they eziecute

” 14 - Lennox _ . . 19 _ 11 8 wnth cere by 10 or 12 o clock,
” 21 . Bog Estate _ _ 74 5 16 3 begmmng on moonlight morn-

March 7 - Bog Estate - - 61 4. 10 .. "‘85 at a very early hour.
” 14 _ Lennox Estate _ 42 2 14 2 Women are not. encouraged
” 21 _ Bog Estate , _ 55 4 10 _ 3: me to dig; my own never

,, 28 - Lennox Estate - 55 3 15 — ‘ . . .
April 4. - Bog & Iennox Estates 60 4. 9 7 Fmdays. “C"hh?” 2" "PP

,, 18 - Bog & Lennox Estates 27 2 17 6 were repaxd 1". "md by desue
May 2 _ Bog Estate _ _ 33 3 5 5 of the appfentxces themselves,
” _ Lennox Estate _ 18 1 10 _ and not pald 1n money, or by
” 16 A _ Bog Estate _ _ 41 3 11 3 other arrangement of ume.

,, 3o - Lennox Estate - 3o 2 8 4.
June 6 - Lennox Estate - 43 3 4. 2

,, 13 - Bog 82 Lennox Estates 62 5 .. ..
,, 20 - Lennox - - - 4.1 3 2 11
,, 27 - Lennox - - - 6o 3 13 4.

July 4 - Bog & Lennox Estate * 5 17 11 " Numbers mislaid.
,, 11 - Bog and Lennox - * 3 15 3
,, 18 - Bag and Lennox - 96 7 16 —
,, 2 - Bog and Lennox - 150 11 1 3

Aug. 1 - None.
,, 8 - Bog and Lennox - 53 4 6 3

(No. 12.)
My Lord, Morant Bay, 19th August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my weekly report, and am happy to inform your
Excellency that every thing is going on quietly, peaceably and (I may say) thrivingly.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Henry Blake, 8. M.

(No. 13.) .
My Lord, St. Mary’s, 1st September 1835.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your Excellenc ’s inspection, the weekly report of my
proceedings in this parish, together Wlth the return 0 the properties in my charge, as visited
through'the last month; which latter shows that three plantations have been visited once
each only, in consequence of my attendance through the northern district of the parish.

Ihave to report to your Lordship, that on Friday ni ht last the trash-house of “ Hopewell
Estate ” was discovered to be on fire at about eleven o clock (the mill having stopped at ten);
but I am happy to be enabled to add, through the united exertions of a large body of ap ren—
tices, many of whom came from the neighbouring estates, the fire was prevented. from oing
greater damage than the destruction of a uantity of dry trash, although it re ulred, till ten
on Saturday morning, the utmost efforts 0 about 200 apprentices to extmguls it. On Sa-
turday I repaired to the to elty, and could discover no ounds for supposing the event to
have proceeded from wilfgl gesign; but learnt from Mr. ameron the oyerseer, his perfect
satisfaction at the conduct and exertions of a large portion of the apprentlces of the property,

166. though
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though he regretted that many (even some of his head people) had not come forward on the
occasion as became them.

It is my duty to inform your Lordship, that the apprentices throughout this district are,
generally, conducting themselves to the satisfaction of their em loyers; the cases of delin-
uency are mostly as regards individuals, with the exception 0 the Hopewell and Orange

Itiver gangs who have recently been charged, the former with general indolence and neglect,
and the latter with neglect in this instance, in consequence of an admitted determination on
their parts not to work on the eight—hour system; an arrangement productive of more dissa-

 

tisfaction than any other. I have, &c.

(signed) R. Lambert, s. J.“

(No. 14.)
My Lord, Se tember 2, 1835.

I DO myself the honour of enclosing to your Excellenc , with my usua diary, the monthly
report of estates visited, and the return of valuations mm the 16th of June to the 3lst of
August. The apprentices upon the whole of Mr.Turner’s estates in this parish, seven in
number, are all working willingly and cheerfully for hire; an example that camiot fail to be
ofgeneral good effect in Clarendon: so much for kind and considerate managei-nent.
At Ludlow and Newground I have had to punish some idle propensities, and I hope to

stop them for some time. I have &c, .

(signed) R. Standish Haly.

 

(No. 15.)

My Lord, Annotto Bay, St. George, slst Au ust 1835.
IN reply to the official letter, No. 4,790, dated 14th instant, I can offer only t e following

observations, in explanation of the falling off in quantity of sugar exported from Annotto
Bay during the twelvemonth ending .lst July 1835, as compared with that terminating

lst Jul 1834.

Lastiyear every exertion was made by planters in this neighbourhood to manufacture and
ship as much produce as possible before the commencement of the new system ; and so
great were their endeavours to accomplish this object, that (as I am told) mills and wains

were kept going day and night with little intermlssmn. Whilst the whole strength ofthe estates
was expended upon this one object, all the other preparatory branches of cultivation were
necessarily neglected ; thus causing a deterioration in the quantlty of canes and a diminu-
tion in the quantity of saccharine matter they should yield, as well as throwing an extra.
uantity of back labour upon this ear. This Will not account for any great fallm off in

t e quantity of sugar, but it will 5 ow why this year’s crop and the preparations or that
of next year are so backward. I am also infornied, that some persons were so convinced
that negroes would never work when they ceased to be slaves, that they not only did not
put in the usual quantity of plants for this year’s crop, but they even cut and manufactured
canes which were too young. By this it appears that, from the unusual exertions that were
made in manufacturing and shipping, and cutting canes too early, part of the sugar is in-
cluded in last year’s return that otherwise would have appeared in that for this year; and that
from omitting to plant a pro er and usual supply, and neglecting to cultivate for the present
crop, an injury was then in icted upon the prospects of this year which it has been found.
impossible to repair with a diminished number of hours of labour. When I inquired of the
flamers wh there should be so great a falling ofl‘, they answer, that, on account of the
imited num er of hours’ labour, together with the bad working of the apprentices, they are
unable to keep their fields half cultivated or to take off their crops in time; therefore that the
(filantity of the canes and the quantity of the sugar must fall off. But whilst I must admit
t at the people do not work sometimes as well as they ought, and as they are well able, with-
out undue exertion, I think it unreasonable to expect that the same number of people can
now perform as much labour in eight or nine hours as they formerly did in from 12 to 18 or
24, or that the cultivation of sugar can be kept up to the same extent now as formerly with
onl the same strength. ' v .

am aware that the managers ofsome estates shipped part of their roduce at Port Maria,
and some others at Port Antonio, who usually shipped at Annotto Ihay; unless, therefore,
statements are produced from each estate in St. Mary and St. George, showing where they
shipped theirEoduce this and last year, it will be difficult to explain wh there is a greater
falling ofi‘ at notto Bay than at any other neighbouring port; and unti April next, about
which time crop terminates in this and the adjoining parishes, it will, I submit, be impossible
with any degree of accuracy to exhibit the difference that may exist between this year’s crop
and that of any other year. I have &c, .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. Fishbourne.
&c. &c. &c.

 

(No. 16.)
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(No. '16.)
Sir, . Mount Moses, 31 August 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular of the 25th instant, the
contents of which have my very best consideration; and it would afford me the greatest
pleasure to forward his Excellency’s views in a'matter which I consider most just and equi-
table ; ‘but such is the sensitive jealousy of the planters of Jamaica, that I fear any attempton my part, though acting under the authority of his Excellency the Governor, and even
although brought forward as mere suggestions, would rather increase the evil complained of
than lessen it. I therefore would take leave respectfully to submit to his Excellency’s better
judgment the propriety of leaving the planters to themselves, to make what arrangements
they think proper With the a prentices respecting the hours of labour.

' I write this advisedly, an as the result of personal observation; but if his Excellency
still wishes me to bring the matter under the consideration of the gentlemen of this parish,
I will either do so by conveninrr a public meeting for that purpose, or I will consider it a
duty to go about the parish, and urge the matter with the most influential gentlemen in it;
but I must repeat, that, in my opinion, the adoption of either plan (and I will do either that
his Excellency wishes) will be the most effectual means of riveting the eight hours’ system.
Entreating a further communication on the subject by return of post,

 

I have, &c.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) Alex’ Bravo.

—No. 164.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquisof Sligo to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 7th Sept. 1835.

ABOUT two months ago I received a complaint against one of the special jus-
tices, that he would not compel the tradesmen on"estates to go to labour in the
field; and praying for redress. The circumstances were as follows :—Mr. Cooper,
lately sent out here to attend to the concern of Mr. Watson Taylor, brought out,
amongst other tradesmen, an English blacksmith, and finding that he could do,
alone, as much work as the three negroes who were before employed there, he
wished to make them available to the estate in the field ; Mr. Blake, the special
justice who investigated the case, thought that the clause in the Act which
states that no person above the age of twelve years shall be employed as, or in-
cluded in, the class of praedial apprenticed labourers who shall not have been
for a twelvemonth previous to the passing the Act employed habitually in the
manufacture of colonial produce or agriculture, prevented their being employed
as Mr. Cooper wishes; my own opinion being, and having always been,
that all estates tradesmen are praedials attached, because the agriculture or manu-
facture of the produce of the soil could not go on without them; while gangs of
carpenters, masons, coopers and blacksmiths in towns, who work regularly every
day in the week at different places and jobs, are non-praedials. I thought it ex-
pedient to obtain the Attorney General’s opinion on the point. I have only just
procured it, and have the honour to enclose you a copy of it, in order that I may
receive your instructions as to your view of the effect of the clause. On reading
over the clause, it has struck me as possible, that advantage might be taken of it
to enforce a great charity; and that is, that old women who never were asked to
do any thing for many years previous to the lst of August, should not be em-
ployed as praedial labourers. The proprietors have, in many instances, in the
harshest manner, compelled poor helpless males and females, sometimes with only
one leg, at another with but one arm, and all most feeble, to work in the field.
It would be a real mercy, if, through the means of this clause, this abuse of the
real intention of the Abolition Act could be averted. Perhaps you will be kind
enough to give me your opinion on both these points: the latter would, I think,
be very desirable ; the former unreasonable, as it will afford a bonus to idleness,
and bar all attempts to get the tradesmen’s work done by white people, the only
part of the work of sugar-making which can in my opinion be done by whites.

I am, &c.

(signed) Sz’igo.
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Enclosure in No. 164.

OPINION of the ATTORNEY GENERAL with respect to Tradesmen on Estates
being sent to work in the Field.

Sir, 3d September 1835.

FOR the information of his Excellency I beg to state, that in my opinion tradesmen on
estates are properly classed as praedial apprenticed labourers ; I at the same time beg to state

that I conceive it to be an injustice under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery to place such

rsons in the field to work as field labourers, unless under very peculiar circumstances,

such as sudden emergencies, in which, in order to preserve'property, distinctions of every

kind must be laid aside. I have, &c.

(signed) D. O’Reilly.

 

—-No. 165.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, ’ Downing-street, 29th Oct. 1835.

I HAVE received your Despatch, dated the 7th of September, in which you pro-

pose for my consideration the question whether, under the Slavery Abolition Act,
any apprentice can be compelled to perform field labour who, While in a state of
slavery, was habitually employed as a “ tradesman ;” that is, as an artisan en-

gaged in works undertaken with an exclusive view to the growth or manufacture
of the produce of the plantation to which he belonged. I can find no sufficient
reason for dissenting from the concurrent opinion of your Lordship and of the
Attorney General of Jamaica on this subject. The distinction between
raedial and non-praedial labourers as drawn by Parliament was, I think, evi-

dently designed to separate the whole Slave Population into two great classes—

the first comprising those by whose agency the work of the plantations to which

they belonged, or upon which they were hired, had been usually done ; the

second comprising all the rest. Thus, a cooper, for example, employed in the
city of Kingston by a master selling or repairing casks for the public at large,

would be a non-praedial ; while a man engaged in the very same Occupation by

the owner of a particular estate, for the purposes of that estate, would be a pree-
dial apprentice. The principle of this distinction, I apprehend, was, that the
established usages ofthe colonies admitted the occasional transfer of the plantation

cooper to the field, but was directly opposed to making any such use of the ser-

vices of the cooper accustomed to work under a master tradesman. It is very

probable that this statement admitted of many exceptions in practice; but if the
line was not drawn with absolute precision, it was perhaps as near an approach
to accuracy as the case admitted.

The lamentable cases to which your Lordship refers, of sending to the field
aged women and men, maimed even by the loss of a leg, though in one sense it
be sanctioned by the law to which I have referred, is yet, I apprehend, plainly
illegal as well as inhuman. It would be a great fallacy to suppose that an appren-
tice has no rights or claim to protection beyond such as can be found in express
terms in the statute law. Any cruel misuse of the employer’s power is evi-
dently a misdemeanor, and would subject the offender to prosecution and punish-
ment; nor is it easy to suppose acts of more indisputable cruelty than those
which your Lordship mentions, namely, the compelling old women who had never
been asked to do any thing for many years previously to the lst of August, and
aged men among whom you state there are many individuals, each of whom has
lost. a leg or an arm, and as being most feeble, to undertake the work of the
plantation in the cane pieces or at the mills.

I am, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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——No. 166.——

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, Sept. 19, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to send you herein my usual report on the general state of
the island. My reports by the last post are very satisfactory on the whole, though
much satisfaction has been occasioned by the general adoption of the eight hour
system oflabour in the southern part of the island; I am happy to say that out of
the answers of several of the Custodes to my Circular on the subject, five have ex-
pressed their decided approbation of mym'ew of the subject, and expressed it in very
strong terms ; none, excepting Mr. , a copy ofwhose letter went home with
a former Despatch, have expressed any actual diflerence of opinion on the subject.

I have the honour to enclose a letter from Mr. Lyon, the special justice, whose
exertions I have had occasion so often previously to bring under your favourable
consideration, which is gratifying, as it is the first instance of the negToes show-
ing any desire to have their children brought up in habits of industry, or
educated.

I also enclose the last month’s return of miles travelled; &c., by which your
Lordship will see that the proportion of non-complaints is rather increased.

I enclose you also an extract from a letter from Mr. Cooking relative to St.
James’s parish, which gives a favourable account of the exertions of the clergy of
different persuasions to promote industry among the negroes.

I also enclose you a copy of a letter which I received two days ago from Mr.
Special Justice Welch, relative to the manner in which valuations have been
made by the local magistrates since disallowance of the second Act in aid.
Nothing can, I think, more fully show the resolute opposition which the new
system meets with here, and then the blame will be thrown on the system and
not on their efforts to defeat it.

I also enclose a letter received by this week’s post of a satisfactory nature,
from Mr. Edward Baynes, the special justice of St. John’s parish. So much
contradiction to all I assert appears in the papers here, and of course goes home
in some one shape or other, that I am anxious to send you original letters or
copies of them, in. order that your Lordship may not imagine that I speak loosely
on these points. ’

I am the more and more convinced every day that wherever the proprietors
wish the thing to do well, it does so, and that on the shoulders of the attorneys
here will the proprietors at home have to rest the ruin of their properties if
such an event occurs; in proof of it I also enclose a letter from Mr. Haly,
special justice for Clarendon, showing that my former report respecting the
superior system of management of Messrs. Bernard & Turner, in the general
comparative crop returns, was well founded.

 

 

Enclosure in No. 166.

(No. 1 .)
“My Lord, Parmetto River, 9th September 1835.

I AM sure it will be a subject of much gratification to your Lordship to know that the
apprentices of Blue Mountain estate, who were the second to make arrangement with me
last ear, and who have since faithfully performed their contract, and by their good conduct
and industry shown themselves fitted to be free, have this year given a still stronger proof of
thelr good isposition, by exhibiting a laudable anxiety for the future welfare of their chil-
dren, and have willingly consented to the renewal of last year’s agreement, with the addition
that all children who were under six years of age in August 1834, and who may arrive at
that period in the ensuing year, shall form a separate gang upon the estate, that they ma
be. early inoculated with habits of useful industry, and also educated for an hour and half
daily at the expense of the proprietor.

There is the same plan in operation at Greenwall estate, and I hope, from the influence of
the example and contentedness of the people upon these two estates, I may be enabled to
succeed in persuading others in this district to do likewise ; could such a plan be once
generally established, there would be no fear for the future welfare of the apprentices,—their
children having been taught to labour and to read simultaneously, would not be likely to
relapse at the expiration of the apprenticeship into a state of listless indolence or vagaboudlsm,
but would rather, I conceive, by their improvement, stimulate their parents into active indus-
try t9 en’able them creditably to support the respectability and superiority their children will
acquire by the improvement of their intellects : that I may be instrumental in promoting so
desuable a state is my most earnest desire and most unceasing endeavour. Last year I

1 66, succeeded-
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'ucceeded be and m expectation in efl‘ectina trauquillit , by establishing one gystem of‘

JAMAICA. 1abour in 111131 out of{top on twenty-six estattés; should {be equally fortunate thls year, I

shall consider it a most auspicious event for the future well-doing of the island.
_ I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (Slgned) E. B. Lyon.
&c. &c. &c.
 

(No. 2.)

RETURN of the Number of Miles travelled, and Estates visited, by the Special Magistrates,
11p to 27th August 1835.
 

 

 
 

            
 

 

 

 

 

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending

6th Angus, 1835. 13th August 1835. 20111 August 1835. 27th August 1835.

NAME 3 2 .1 ' 3 3' '
. affg . . 5.: . . 4:5 . , 33

°‘ 3 E 1% 3; E 1% ”=2 3 353 3; E. 1%
0 .e .1: . . . .=MAGISTRATES. g g E: E. g 33 E ‘ i E: E S EE
3 g 3 ., é a :3 3 g , s s .8 s s a
E as a a z a a a z : a 413 2 a as?!

Alley, w. H. . . . 112 7 1 70 7 2 112 ‘1 12 a 100 20 15
Baines, Thom J. - - 44 13 11 56 13 7 78 I 15 11 44 11 9

Baynes, E. D. - - - 79 16 1] 74 17 10 68 i 15 11 114 26 17

Bell, W. A. - - - 105 11 9 85 13 8 73 i 20 16 79 17 14

Blake, Henry - - - 55 12 7 64 12 7 55 g 12 10 5o 11 6
13011111, Stephen - . 54 8 8 66 14 6 80 . 6 3 70 5 3

Browne, Otway - . - 115 32 24 56 14 11 - - I 111 - - 43 21 14
13mm, 3, A, - _ - . . - - - - - - - - - - 32 g 6 5 85 15 14
Cooking, Ralph - - 65 18 17 84 14 12 80 ; 23 21 81 26 26
Connor, N A. . - . - - - - - - - - In Kingston stationary.
Cooper, R- S. - - - 78 23 16 - - sick - - 65 20 13 37 10 9
Daughtrey, John - - 84 17 9 48 8 2 56 9 5 63 13 12

Dtvid, Thom- - - 27 1 2 7 33 13 1 1 33 14 l l 29 9 5

Dawson, James K. - - - - ill - - - - 111 - - - - 111 - - - - ill.

Dillon, T. A. - - - 172 28 26 186 19 16 177 23 19 154 17 22
Dunne, Patrick - . 80 21 15 64 18 7 - - 111 - - 70 21 - 13

Edwards, Bryan - . 73 16 14 91 18 16 81 19 18 97 18 14
qu, Simeon - - - 76 8 4 86 9 3 78 21 18 7 l2 6
Finlayson, Walter - - 100 31 21 70 23 13 67 22 9 66 21 12
Fishbourne, E. E. - - 122 25 16 54 ll 8 54 19 15 24 8 5
Fi d, Robert . .
FmG. - . - - . - - - - 15 7 3 82 13 6 72 ll 4
611111111, William - - - - 111 - - - - 111 - - - - 111 - - - - leave.
Gurley, John - - - 61 13 7 85 I2 9 40 11 8 64 12 10
Haly, R. S. - - - 81 17 13 58 ll 9 76 10 4 44 12 8

Harris, James - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - 82 20 10 79 17 7
Hawkins, Charles - - 67 21 16 57 17 12 27 8 3 72 25 21
Hakim William - - 86 10 2 95 21 11 62 10 6 64 18 12

Hulme, J. R. - - - 80 15 11 78 27 22 70 16 9 87 23 19
Jones, Thomas W. - - 65 10 1 121 21 12 94 18 15 71 7 2

Kent, Henry - - - 102 26 1 l 46 6 . - 77 17 14 41 10 3
Laidlaw, Henry - - - 87 22 16 82 19 13 79 15 9 81 16 13
Lambert, R. S. - - 38 15 11 78 14 9 78 18 ' 7 87 22 5

Langrishe, R. J. - - 95 18 14 150 20 14 98 13 9 120 28 24
Lloyd, Samuel - . 115 14 9 - - ill - . 36 ll 6 96 6 4

Lyon, E. B. - - - 95 19 14 78 13 10 96 22 10 48 14 7
Ma1'1ton,W.F. - - - 80 I 17 14 86 22 12 84 15 6 55 16 10

M‘Leod, A. N. - - . 62 18 ll 44 19 16 41 13 9 24 12 9
Moresby, Henry - - 71 15 5 82 23 14 66 17 8 55 21 12

Nolan, James - - - 24 8 6 101 19 10 108 23 13 79 17 9

Odell, John - - - 27 9 6 27 9 6 54 23 18 61 12 6
Oliver, Thomas M. - ~ 49 11 9 108 13 7 72 10 4 - - 111.
Fennel], R. C. — - - 71 16 10 63 11 6 65 11 8 69 13 8

Philp, Edward D. - . 72 23 20 116 32 23 108 30 23 96 29 22

Pryce, Samuel - - - 56 24 19 71 35 28 84 42 37 67 26 24
Ramsay, William - - - - - - - - - - - General duties.
Rawlinson, S. - - - 45 20 14 76 24 10 36 11 6 74 24 14

Reynolds, John - - - 56 12 10 42 6 3 83 8 5 60 10 6

Sowley, W. H. - - - 81 31 24 83 24 13 35 13 12 44 I2 7
St. John, Richard - - 38 8 7 40 13 6 135 27 25 124 19 11
Thomas, J. R. - - ~ 82 22 15 76 17 8 37 11 7 - - sick.
Thompson, Robert - - 108 18 10 40 7 4 103 20 11 44 13 5
Walsh, Henry - - - 73 14 . 9 26 14 13 67 16 16 71 20 17
Weld), Arthur - - - 104 28 24 114 29 28 49 20 17 104 20 19

TOTAL - - - 3,512 792 554 3,325 728 464 3,423 769 534 3,335 766 526

RECAPITULATION.

Number of
Number of Number of Estates where

Miles travelled. Estates visited. there are
! no complaints.

Week ending 6th August 1835 - - 3,512 792 554
Ditto 13th ditto - - - 3,325 _ 723 464
Ditto 20th ditto - ~ - 3,423 769 534
Ditto 27th ditto - - - 3,335 766 526

TOTAL - - 13,595 3,055 2,078   
(No. 3.)
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(No. 3.)

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Special Justice Cooking to Mr. Nunes,
dated lst September 1835.

I ALSO take leave to acquaint his Excellency that the apprentices attached to the Episco-
palian, Methodist and Baptist churches are extremely well behaved and industrious, and
res ectful in their behaviour ; this I understand is owing to the judicious attention paid by
their pastors to their spiritual welfare, and the spirit of non-interference which they zealously
labour to inculcate into the minds of their followers.

(No. 4.)
My Lord, Warwick, 16th September 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report the following case ofthe valuation ofJames Manning, appren-
tice of Mr. W. Manning.
The associating magistrates refused to use the mode established by the Act lately repealed,

and I had therefore only to go back to the Abolition Act, and consequently cannot send the
report according to the form prescribed by your Excellency.
The services of the apprentice, on the oath of his master, were rated at 251. per annum,

and the magistrates were of opinion that nothing could be deducted therefrom, as they con-
sidered them considerably more; he was accordingly appraised at 1201. 10 s. and the money
paid. This individual was a head field constable of 27 years of age, and a trustworthy
servant.

I think this a very fair specimen of the value of a good apprentice’s labour, the man not
being a tradesman; and the very parties who purchased the man’s freedom declared, he
would not have been valued at that rate two years ago, and very reluctantly paid the amount.

I do not believe that in this parish any good male apprentice (and indeed I may add
female) will be valued at less than 20l. per annum, excluswe of any deduction, and In my
opinion nothing can be a better evidence of the stability of West India property.

 

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.
&c. &c. &c. (signed) Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate.

(No. 5.)
My Lord, Aylmers, 16th September 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward my weekl return of trials ; it is rather heavier than ordi~
nar , thefts being extremely numerous, whlch I understand is always the case at this time
of the ear, as there are scarcely any of the ground provisions fit for use. Notwithstanding
this su ject ofregret, on many estates the negroes are improving in habits of industry; and
this is the more promising, as it is on estates where there are the eater number of negroes ;
on Lloyd’s for example, the work performed lately is surprising, t e negroes are digging 248
cane holes each er day, according to the overseer’s report ; it is true, this is after the plough,
but still, as they have to form the hole, it is astonishing work ; I shall be happy to be enabled
to continue so favourable a report.

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have visited the hos itals and cells on the
different estates in this district, they are in general fit for the purpose or which they are in—
tended ; but on some properties there are no hospitals, on others no places of confinement,
whilst on several the same building serves for both purposes. In the first case where there
is no hos ital, the negroes when sick remain in the negro houses, which they prefer, perhaps
as being ihft more to themselves ; still this plan is in many circumstances less beneficial than
that of lodging them when ailing in a regular hospital, as a strict eye can be kept on them,
and they are more in the way of seeing the medical attendant on is visits to the estate.
We have moreover but one professional person for the great bulk of this parish, who resides
at Worthy Park, a great distance from this; it is true he ought to attend twice a week, and
expresses may be sent for him at any time ; but indisposition, or engagements in other
quarters must necessarily often prevent his attendance. It would be highly desxrable if some
practitioner from Spanish Town or Old Harbour could be induced to take part of the

 

practice. I have, &c. I
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. D. Baynes.

&c. &c. 8w.

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Clarendon Mountains, Orange Hill, 16th September 1835.
I HAVE the honour to make the report for the week.
The rains have in some degree prevented the collection of all the returns necessary to

enable me by this post to furnish our Excellency with the number of apprentices in this
district. I of course leave the district assigned Mr. Williams for his own inquiries, thou h
I visit an estate in it when required, if it can be done consistently with due attention to t 1e
calls at hapelton, &c.

1 66. I do

JAMAICA.
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I do not find any indisposition, as far as I have been able to inquire, to comply With the
wishes of your Excellency as ex'Fressed in the Circular to the custodes whlch I see published,
and presume to be authentic. he managers naturally desuje to hold over the people the
ower of working them eight hours a day where their idle hablts keep them from early rising ;
ut the excellent examples on the estates of Messrs. Bernard & Turner cannot fail of

making the nine hour system the general one, unless prevented by the neglect of the peo 1e
themselves; and I am sure, from the terms of your Excellency’s letter, you will not (Iis-
approve of withholding the benefit from the slothful and worthless;

I have, &c.
(signed) R. Standish Haly.

JAMAICA.
——-

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo,
&c. &c. &c.
 

-—No. 167.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

é The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, Jamaica,
My Lord, 21st September 1835.

I have, 8w.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 167.
ABSTRACT of VALUATIONs of Aprnnn'ncns from lst June to slat August 1835.

 

 

 

 

Enclosure . . . Total . Not - - ' - . Total . Notin N0. 167. Spoon! Juneau Names. “hat Pad. paid. Special Justwel Names. valued. Pud. paid.

Alley, W. H. . - 1 — 1 Marlton, Wm. - 7 5 g
Baines, T. J. - - 3 3 — No_lan, James - - 7 4 3
Blake, Henry - - 3 2 1 Phllp, E. D. - - 5 g 3
Brown, R. A. - - 3 2 1 Pennell, R. C. - 4. 2 g
Connor, N. A. - 2 2 — Rawlinson, S. R. - 5 4, 1
Davies, T. - - 12 8 4 Reynolds, John - g 2 ..
Edwards, Bryan - 4. 2 2 Sowley, W. H. - 1 1 4, 7
Fyfe, A. G. - - 1 1 - Welch, A. - - 1 1 __
Fishboume, E. E. . 2 - 2 Walsh, Henry - 6 g 4,
Gurley, John - 1 1 -— Cocking, R. - - a g _
Hewitt, William - 1 1 — Finlayson, W. - 2 1 1
Haly, R. S. - - 5 2 3 Bell, W. A. - ~ 7 4, 3
Hawkins, Charles - 3 1 2 Daughtrey, John - 2 .. 2
Hulme, J. R. - - 3 — 3 Odell, John - - 3 3 _
Laidlaw, Henry - 9 9 — Pryce, Samuel - x4, 3 11
Lyon, E. B. - - 7 7 — Cooper, R. S. - a 2 _
Lloyd, Samuel - 8 5 3 Dawson, J. K. - 2 2 _
Kent, Henry - - 6 4. 2 '
M‘Leod, A. N. - 3 1 2
Moresby, Henry - 3 2 1 TOTAL - - 162 96 66        

JAMAICA.—RETURN of VALUATIONS of Arpmmncasmr made by the SPECIAL MAcxsrnAus
from the lst June to the Slst August 1835.
 

 

 

Name of Estate
.. Name of Apprentice. 0" Parish. Class. Value. If aid or not.

Mmmw Master’s Name. P

. ‘ .’ Miss Dunkan, of ‘ . ‘- " d'
Alley, W. H. - E111: M Lexch -{ Beverly _ Manchester - Non-pmdul 18 15 — Not paid.

John Prince - Sunken 11.11 -{ St'TEhgtm'U‘ }Pm1i.1 - 30 - — Paid.

Bainet, T. J. - Dianna Barclay -{ 01133133“ Taylorz‘ ditto - - Non—pmdial 32 - — Paid.

Anne Edwards . Phillipsfield - ditto - - Pradial - l7 7 7 Paid.

Browne, Omy - ‘- - - No Valuations. I

Edward Wilson - G. 11:11an .LS"T‘§’:t“i”Yf }Pmdial . 103 6 8 Not paid.
Blake’Henr! - George 131m,- - E. Baxter - - dim - - ditto - 16 13 4 Paid.

Ann Collins . Hordley - - ditto - - Non-pmdial l7 6 8 Paid.

A1111 Lewis - W.Garvey Clarke St. Ann - Predid - 48 - - Paid.
Browne, R. A.- { Virgini; Williams - ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 16 — — Paid.

Charles Whitehome ditto - - ditto - ditto - 66 13 4 Not paid.     
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RETURN of Valuations of Apprenticeship—continued.
 

Name of

Magistrate.
Name of Apprentice.

Estate
or

Master'l Name.
 

Connor, N. A. {

cums» H-B.

Duh, Thomas

 
Dillon, T. A. -

Dunne, Patrick

Dillon. Capt. A.

, Edwards, Brym{

Elliott, Capt. W.

Farm, Simeon

Fyfe, A. G;

F’uhboume, E{

‘Gurley, John -

Hewitt, William

Haly, R. S.

Harris, James -

Hawkins, C. —{

Hulme, J. R. -{

hngrishe, R. J.

Laidlnw, H. -

Lambert, R. S.  
166.

Amelia Hawkins -
Thomas Wright -

Joann: Sim

Rebeca Huewood -

Rosetta Cadenhead -
Thoma: Sharp

Sarah Johnstone

Susan Sweny

Ann Murray

Samuel Wyatt

Thomas Gore

Elizabeth Gold -

Maria Arthur: .
James Eccleston

- No Valuations.

 
Eliza Leslie -
Robert Ferguson -
Susan Chrk
ThonmCummings

EleuorCosens

Dorothy Morrison -

Elsie mtheson' -

Edward Dorking -

Richard James -

Frances Parker -
William Stone -
Elizabeth Dickson -

Eleanor Stewart

Thomas Williams -

Cicelia Archer -
Jaunet Smith
Sarah Ann Miller -

Benjamin Rathay -
Margaret ditto
Janet ditto -

I
Mary Augusta. Sicu'd
Ellen Sicard
Isaac Sioud
Rachel Simd
Maris Sicard
Catherine Tanfe
George Taafe
Sarah Anderson
George Beecher

- No Valuations.

I
- No Valuations.

I
- No Valuations.

- No Valuations.

l
- No Valuations.

- No Valuations.

- No Valuations. 
- No Vduntions.

Dr. Spalding
Mr. A. Pinto

Jane Richmond

Hopewell Tyler

Hopewell Tyler
Elizabeth Giles -

Archibald Main

Mary A. Campbell

Oxford

Catherine Wyatt

Orange Valley .

Irving Tawer

Sarah Mussenden
Water Valley

Thomas Tate
Clifden Peim

Ditto

Ditto

Fairy Hill .

JasperHaJ], ofHeo-
tor’a River

Wentworth Bailey
of Gibraltar

Salt Spring -

Kildare -

Mocha Estate -
Doctor Hayh -

Ditto -

Cornhill

Ditto

Aréadia
Bruce - -
Streetfield -

Woodchauh

York Castle
Ditto
Ditto -
Ditto -
Ditto

Airy Mount
Ditto -

Fairfield
AnnBcecher I

O
I
I
I
I
'
.
'
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Parish. Clan. Value. If paid or not.

f. c. 6.
Kingston . Non-prsdifi 52 6 8 Ptid.

ditto - - ditto 46' 9 4 Paid.

, Paid JuneTrehwny - Non-pnedml 30 - — Richmond.
. . Paid J. Hodg-dlm ' I data - 33 " - ‘0", Any.

ditto - - ditto - 27 6 8 - ditto.
ditto - - ditto - 40 - — Not paid.

Paid Amh‘I
ditto - - ditto - 20 - - M&in,Trelaw-

ny.
Paid Mary

ditto - - ditto - 26 I3 4 Axlxln Canp-
be .

ditto - - Non- ial 32 - - Not paid.
M Paid Paul

ditto - - ditto . 10 - - Doig inpa-
session.

. ' . Paid Chaletdxtto - - Pradml - 60 - - Fry, Aw.

Paid Law-
ditto - - 'ditto - 20 - - renee Hydop,

Attorney.
ditto - - Non-prmdhl 80 - — Not paid.
ditto - - ditto - 45 - - Not paid.

3
I

g

S

i
Westmoreland- First Class - I 33 l 3 P‘s"-
dim - - ditto - Y 40 — - Pad. _
ditto . - secondcma 3 l6 — - N°tP'Ed-
dim - . ditto - ' 13 6 5 Not pad.

Portland - Non-pmdial ‘2 ‘ ‘ Paid.

4t. T]: ' . .syeEfium }d1tt° - 32 - — Notpud.
}s:. George - ditto ~ 10 - _ No'c paid.

St. Elizabeth - Non-pnedial 33 3 ‘ 3 Paid.

St. George - ditto - 16 .. - Paid.

Clarendon - Prmdin] _ - 25 - — Not paid.
ditto - - Non-pmdxal 22 - - Not paid.
ditto - - Unattached do 65 _ .. Not paid.

. _ _ - _ . {Pm 0mm-
ditto mehal '5 — — lute granted.
ditto - - dltto - 40 - _ - ditto.

Trelawny - Non—predial 30 18 10?, Not paid.ditto . . ditto - 23 I2 3% Paid.
ditto - - ditto - 38 17 10 Not paid.

A _ 26 10 :1
Hanover - Non-praedes 19 lo _ Not yet paid.

. each J
.;

St. Ann ~ Non-praedial 30 — — Paid.
ditto - - ditto - 12 — — Paid.
ditto . - ditto - 10 — - Paid.
ditto - - ditto - 6 — — Paid.
dim - - dim - 2 — — Paid.
ditto - - ditto - 20 — - Paid.
dim - - ditto - 16 - — Paid.
ditto - . Pradial - 33 6 8 Paid.
ditto - - Non-pradlal 40 — — Paid.

(continued)     
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RETURN ofValuations of Apprenticeship—continued.

Name of I Em“
, Name of A prentioe. of Parish. Class. Value. If ’11 or not.

M&SIEWW P Master’g Name. pm

f4. £. 1. d.

John Donaldson . Lysson‘a Esme . 5213133“? Non-pmdml‘ 4o - - Paid.
Thomas Miltwain - Ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 26 — - Paid.
James Wilkie - Prospect Pen - St. David’s . - Pmdial - 53 16 8 Paid.

Lyon, EdmdB. Ann Barnswdl . Palmetto Ruin - Saga“: ‘3} Non-pmdial 17 6 8 Paid.
M. A. Harnett - Nuts River - ditto - - ditto - l6 — - Part paid.
Jane Nolan I - Petersfielll - . ditto - - ditto - 26 — - Paid.

‘ Maryalet Johnson - Capress Penn - St. David - ditto 32 — — Paid.

Jessy Hill - - - Joppa - - St. Andrew’s - Pradial - 40 - — Paid.

Billy Henry (Boy) - Ditto - - ditto . - ditto - 80 - — Paid.
Kate M'Glashen - Mullett Hall - ditto - . ditto - 40 - - Not paid.
Elizabeth M‘Octamen _Robert M‘Achman ditto - - ditto - 46 13 4 Not paid.

Lloyd: smue" Eliza Tucker (Girl) ditto - - ditto - - ditto _ ~ 10 13 4 Not paid.
Anne Sutherland - Shortwood - - ditto - - Non-pradml 10 - — Paid.

Isabella Williams - John Been - ditto . . Praedial - 33 _ _ paid.
Susan Bryan ~ Stirling Castle - ditto - . ditto - 33 - - Paid.

Elizabéth Cross - Lunua Plantation St. Mary . Non-pnedial 40 — — Paid.
Elizabeth Smith - Whitfield Hall - St. David . ditto - 31 2 5 1 Paid.

K H ‘ Margaret Walker - Ditto ~ - ditto - — ditto - 33 4 6 Paid.

“'1 WY ‘ Mary O‘Hanlzm . Ditto - . ditto - - ditto . 11 1 5 Paid.
Mary Anne Parke - Westphalia ~ Port Royal - ditto - 89 7 3 Not paid.

1 Sarah Lee - - Whitfield Hall - St. David’s . ditto - 35 e a Not paid.

Elizabeth Richaxds - Spring Garden - St. Dorothy . Pmdinl - 71 18 2 Not paid.
M‘Leod, A. N. Sicilia Henry - Bodies Pen - ditto - - ditto - 68 ll 1 Not paid.

Julia Oldwood - Bushey Park - ditto - Non-pmdial 12 13 - Paid.

Jam: M‘Kenzie - Suah J. Stanbury St. Catherine - Domestic - 34 13 4} rNot paid.
mall Augustus E.Fnl- . 2 .

Momby, Henry H Johnson - ler, Esq. _ dxtto . . dAtto - 30 - - Pmd.

Mnrgu-et Harrison - Ditto - - ditto . . ditto - 30 - - Paid.

Rebeca Norman - Mr. John Ray - St. Mary - Non~prmdml' 36 - - Paid.
James Smith - Cape Cleo: Penn ditto - o ditto . 53 6 8 Not paid.
Henry Crouby - Ditto - - ditto - - dim - 72 10 - Paid.

Mum”, wm, Isabella Marshall — Miss M. Russell - ditto - . ditto - 28 - - Not paid.
Jane Jenkins- - Preston - - ditto - - ditto - 43 6 8 Paid.
Alexander M‘Lachltm Crescent - - ditto - . ditto - 32 -- - Paid.
John Robinson - Primmer Hill - ditto - - ditto - 23 6 8 Paid.

$0.111! Balmfi‘it d. Caswel! Hill - Vere - - Pmdial - 94 - - Not paid.
xana aml tonm St, Thomas '11 . .

I ha.m Children- Cayley Estate - { chem ‘_} Non-pmdxal 56 - — Pad.
Nolan. James - Ggorge Wilsoq . E. M‘Pherson - Vere . - dim . 100 — — Not paid.

Rmhnrd Huggins . Mary Huggin - ditto - - ditto - 35 — - Paid.
Jane Donaldson - Baron Kettlehold St. Andrew’s . ditto - 32 — - Not paid.

Oliver, T. M. - ' ' ' N0 vIlluations.

Sarah Irving - Nonpareil - - Westmoreland Non-predial 18 15 —- Not paid.

Elizabeth Dunbar - Neylesfield - ditto ~ - ditto - 25 — — Paid.

William Wagsmfl' - Hope Pond - ditto - ditto . 84 - - Not paid

Phil): Ed". 13- Frederick Taylor - 533,32; Marf} ditto - . dam - 60 - — Not paid.
Emelia Foot - - W. H. Kirlew - ditto - - ditto - 30 - - Paid.

Puck, Anthony - ~ - No Valuations

Dorothy Stobbs - UM” Spring - Trelawny - Non-pmdial 20 - - P_aid.
Thomas Julian . Hyde. - - dim - - ditto - 33 17 11 ha: paid.

Pm“:R- 0- ' Emily Fergusson - CathenneFergussan ditto . - ditto . 33 17 10 Not paid.
Charles Hopkins - Long Pond - ditto - - ditto . l7 l4 a Not paid.

Catherine Clarke - Bell-air - - St. Ann . Prndial - 10 -— - Paid.

Henry Stobbs - Home CISfle - ditto - . Non-pmdial 32 - - Plid.

. Ben Walker - - Devon - - ditto - - ditto - 16 - - Paid.
WWWS-C- . . William Dyer . .

HanmlmJ Rowlmg - Falmouth of} Trelawny - dxtto - 50 ~ — Pud.

William Ash . Antriln - - St. Ann - ditto - 83 6 8 Not paid.

Mary Sims - . Nflffiflfl‘j St. Elinbeth - Pnedial - 32 - - Paid.
’

Reynolds, John Potsdam, Mr. . - 'Mary Ann Slater - Cohen diuo _ ditto I - dim - 29 - - Paul.

St. John, l'iich'l .. - . No Valuations.

S¢3{0$.L1eut-.} - . - No ‘faluations.     
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RETURN of Valuations of Apprenticeship—continued. JAMAICA-

Name of Estate
N f A ti . ‘ ‘Magistrate. me o ppren °° lmterngame. Pansh. Class. Value. If pm! or not.

56. 3. (1.
Benjamin Hinds - Hiattsfiehi Estate St. Ann - Prmdial - 40 13 4 Not paid.
Mary Warder - Great Pond Estate ditto - ~ Non-pradial 40 11 3 Not paid.
Jane “'arder Mother Ditto ~ - ditto - - Non~prmdial 40 ll 3 Paid.
Eliza M‘Cole 8: two Ditto - - ditto - - Non-prmdial 20 5 '5 Paid.
Ann Sterling Child“ Ditto - n ditto - - Non-prmdial 20 5 5 Not paid.

Sowley, W. H. Thomas Cole - Ditto - - ditto - - Non-praedial 35 9 7 Paid.
John Jarvis - - Ditto - - ditto - - Non-praedial 28 7 11 Paid.
Mary Goulding - Hiattsfield Estate ditto - - Pmdial 53 I4 7 Paid.
William Drewit - Ditto - - ditto - - Non-praadinl 32 - - Paid.
Jesse M‘Been - Roaring River - ditto - - Prwfial - 13 6 8 Paid.
Harriot Leech - Southfield Estate ditto - - Non-praedial 40 - - Not paid.

Thomas, Joe. W. - - - No Valuations.

Welch,‘ Arthur - Charlotte Brooks - Mrs. Hewitt - Manchester - Non-praedial 60 - - Paid-

Eleanor Walker ~ Decoy Estate - St. Mary - Non-praadinl 54 17 10 Paid.
William M‘Lea-n - Ditto - - ditto - - Pradial - 74 - - Not paid.

Walsh,Henry - Mary Crosman - Ditto - - ditto . - Predial - 74 — — Notpaid.
Joseph Norwn - HomAb'n Hodgson ditto . - Praedial . 2o 3 4 Not paid.
Eleanor Wayner - RussellHallEsme ditto - - Praediul - 52 - - Paid. .
Charles (30111118 - Liango Valley . ditto . - Non-prmdia] I30 - - Not pad.

. Ma aret Anderson U V31 Pe . St J . Non- medial 16 - - Paid.h '3 _ p n . me: p .Cockmg, Rah) { Susan Tuna - - Content Estate - ditto - Non-praedial 3‘2 - ‘ Paid-

Finlayson. Wal-{ Frances Walker - HenryWatePlummer ditto - - Non-prmdial 35 - No}: paid.
ter - - Amelia Scott - Miss Ricketu - ditto - ~ Nun-pnedial 32 " ' Pmd.

{- Maw Janf S“: Vauxhall Estate - St.Elizabeth . Non-pmdial 26 - — Paid.
J lfnrgaret Compass - TwoMiIeWood ditto ditto - - Praedinl - 15 15 — Paid.

Bell w. A. _ John Wm. Dawkin Northaman Pen ditto - - Pradial - 77 " - Paul. .' ] Dugald Clarke . Mexico Esme . dmo - . Praedial - 29 3 4 lint pm}!-. Evelina Johnsmne - Union ditto - ditto . - Non-preedial 24 - - 1‘9” PMi Mary Wright - BreadnutValley ditto ditto - .. Nun-praedial 28 " ‘ Pfld- _
\ James Roe - - Lancaster - - ditto - - Pmdial - 116 13 4 Lot pad.

Charlotte Smith - Ipswich - - St. Elizabeth - medial - 20 - — Not pai‘d.
Daughmy'J' { Elizabeth Haldame Hazel Grove - ditto . . Non-praedia] 82 — — Notpmdn

William Monteith - Industry - - Hanover _ Pmdial . 33 17 10 Paid.
Odell, John _ Mary Wilson . Prospect - - ditto . . Pmm . 30 10 - Pud-

E12 Baird ElizabethTaylor, , N {$11131 29 5 _ Pmd. q"1" ' G. Island - dim ' ‘ “'1’

“Kraft“ Dr:} - - - No Valuations.

‘ Paid to Geo.
; Jane Jameison - I Pembroke - - Trelawny - Non-pradml 35 13 4 Mane“.

i Frederick Brown - I Ditto - - ditto - - Pmdial attachll 68 12 3 Not paid.
: Fredexick E. Williams Ditto - - ditto < - Prndial attach‘ 68. 12 3 Not pazld.

David Hogarth - Gamda - . ditto . - Non-praedial lb 13 4 Not Pafd-
f Ann Smith . . l ditto . . ditto - - Nun-prazdial 31 5 — 11? ??.GW1 . a." .9 Robert Green - g Phenix . - . ditto - - Non-praedxal 16 - - l Mme“.
1 Jane Frazer - . é Pembroke - . i ditto . . Praedial amend 34 4 11 Notpagd.

PW” 5““ =. An Williams . . Ditto - - ; ditto - . Praedial attachd 37 13 s Notpqd.
| Elizabeth Taylor - l Bellmont - - i ditto - - Non—pmdial 31 5 " 13::5“?

Ii Catherine Neilmn . i Ditto . . f dim, . - Non-pradial 10 s 4 dmf‘m
. . - ._ — '11.Sarah Haynes - Pannepant- - I dxtto . - Non-Prgd!al 20 Notpa!

l Margaret M‘Cartney i Retreat _ _ ditto _ , Non-prard1al l5 6 8 Not 138111.

| Mary Howard - : Ditto . - dim . - Nompmm 29 6 s 1::(mam

'\ Elizabeth Mair . ‘ Unity - - ditto - - Non-Pmdial 2” ‘ ' Brain.

Ramsay, Wm. - .\ - - No Valuations.

Jones, T. W. - . . - No Valuations.

. .1 Charlotte Reed - Spring Estate . - St. James - Praedia] - 56 13 4 paid.
Cooper,mch s. Mth Wilma _ unmivgomi} dim _ - nompmdial 35 - - Paid.

38va Edwd D. - - - No Valuations.

Fitzgerald, Rob. . . - No Valuations.

. St.Thomasin - _ _ - .Dawson J” K gm]. walker - Muntown Estate the Em _ Non-pmdml 3° P’f“
Henry Scott - . Elm Wood Esme ditto - - Pmdlal - 20 - - Pad.     
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——No. 168.—-

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 24th September 1835.

BY the enclosure which I have the honour herewith to transmit to you, your

Lordship Will see that there has been some errors made in the returns of pro-

duce ; but happily the mistakes now discovered render the deficiency less than

the former one did.

 

Enclosure in N0. 168.

PORT OF KINGSTON, JAMAICA.

An AGGREGATE RETURN from the several Ports to his Excellency the Governor, of SUGAR,

RUM and COFFEE, the Growth, Produce and Manufacture of the Island of Jamaica, exported in

the Year ending lst August 1834, as compared with the Year ending 1st August 1835.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

         
 

DESCRIPTION Year ending 1 August 1834.
of

ARTICLES SUGAR. RUM. COFFEE.

_ Hds. Tier. ' Bar. 010:. Pun. Gals. Casks. lbs.

fixngstgrfi .d P - 18,491 1,214 1,570 332,782 8,128 942,108 10,625 9,358,750

11 a an l'
‘33:,“ y _ ° -I 6,863 1,271 71 140,489 1,922 207,539 906 708,809

£011 fiftqnio -d A - 2,190 282 131 42,502 704 170,350 75 59,200

fitmaggya‘: “1} 11.487 1,215 112 214,638 3,902 384,998 798 458,600
St. Ann's Bay - 4,172 411 141 67,449 1,078 99,190 883 517,900

Falmouth&Rxo Bueno 1 1,779 1.291 233 22 1 ,898 4,246 465,789 1,091 636,466

Montego Bay - 9,975 1,712 786 215,628 5,499 525,99o 83 35,975

éucea -l M- d: 7,225 653 145 136,242 2,388 219,696 128 96,000

avanna a 31’ anBlack River _ 7,883 1,210 42 153,526 2,809 274,289 7,795 5,987,577

To-mLforyeax-ended _ 6 . I, 6 6 8 8
1 August 1834. _ [9:4- 5 91259 31231 115201154- 30: 7 391 9,949 22:3 4' 1718591977

T f d d$335,131,328} 71,244 7,902 3,122 1,377,164 27,036 2,660,687 13,495 10,489,292

Decrease 01 atended , A5353, I. 8.221 1,357 109 147,990 3,640 529,262 8,889 7,369,985

DESC RIfPTION Year ending 1 August 1835.

ARTICLES.
SUGAR. RUM. COFFEE.

. Hds. Tier. Bar. th. Pun. Gals. Casks. lbs.

fimgstfg :1? t- 16,703 1,301 1,722 329,172 5,813 562,084 8,104 6,790,212
an 0]"(1125:“? _ _} ' 6,693 1,223 223 136,844 2,391 264,054 420 294,322

11:01; AMntopiO -d A ‘1 1.690 320 75 33,750 457 45,700 24 20,500
0 ana an n-notto Bay _ _J 9,724 428 10 173,158 3,703 321,882 460 266,353

St. Ann’s Bay - 4,301 445 22 72,380 1,370 214,184 665 307,010.
Falmouth&R1o Bueno 10,952 1 ,344 290 2 1 2,280 4,2 1 5 398,688 410 194,984
Montego Bay - 10,036 1,539 724 208,951 ,767 534,165 64 62,026
Iéucea -l M’ d. 5,522 461 30 106,369 1,685 100,006 1 840
avanna 2. ar an
Black River _ 5,623 841 26 104,250 1,635 159,924 3,347 2,552,945

TOTALforyearended 1 2 6 6 66 68
, August 1335 - r 7 , 44 7,902 3,122 1,377,1 4 27,03 2, o, 7 13,495 10,489,292

Custom House, Kingston, Jamaica] (signed) D. MacDo‘wall’ Grant, C011’.
19 September 1835. J. G. Swainson, Compt'.
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-——No. 169.— JAMAICA.
EXTRACT of a D_ESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 28th September 1835.
IN sending to you1' Lordship my usual report on the “ general state of the No. 169.

island,” I am happy 1n being enabled to say that every thing is going on in the
most satisfactory manner, and that there appears to exist at this moment the
most extraordinary quiescence.
The usual return of miles travelled is enclosed herewith. Your Lordship will

observe what exertions are made by some of the magistrates, and what distances
they have travelled over in the month; you will also see how very'much affected
by illness they have been. Those who have been ill are, however, all now con-
valescent, and will, I trust, be soon in a. state to resume their duties. I fear,
however, that the climate will frequently produce similar results on this gene-
rally indefatigable body.

I have the honour also to enclose to you a supplementary return of proper-
ties which have worked for hire, &c., which makes the total numbers reported on
to me, and by me to you, to be 504 worked for hire ; 193 have neither been
offered or refused ; 65 have refused.

I am aware that many are omitted to be reported on ; but there is so much
difficulty in getting any thing of correct returns of the sort made, that I am only
enabled to send your Lordship the nearest approximation. '

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 169.

 

 

 

 

   

RETURN of the Number of M11es travelled, and Estates visited, by the Special Magistrates, Enclosure 1, in
up to the 24th September 1835. No. 169.

Week endin Week endi Week endin Week endi
3s; kg 10s; Pg 17“r Lg. 24“r Lug TOTALS“

N A M E S 2 . 3 d o . g . g .

a . 21:55:51 .53?

MAGISTRATES. g 5 383 '5‘ “58% '5 isg '5 “ES 5 '5 “E3
3 c o o :5 ¢- ' o

E 1:: £1“ E 1:: m 5 E m E m m 5 m m ,

Alley, W. H. . 84 16 4 124 18 8 112 14 10 79 12 8 399 60 30
Baines, Thomas .1. 80 17 11 - - Sick - - 68 14 10 66 10 4 214 41 25 ‘
Baynes, E. D. - 51 16 9 61 17 9 78 20 11 87 24 17 277 77 46
Bell, W. A. - 76 14 10 82 12 7 80 20 17 79 19 14 317 65 48
Blake, Henry . 50 s 4 4o 11 B 59 15 11 64 10 4 213 44 27
Bourne, Stephen - 70 13 8 64 10 6 56 12 6 65 5 ' 3 255 40 23
Bram, Otway . 81 23 2o 88 34 27 100 15 11 101 45 38 370 117 96
Browne, R. A. . 90 15 10 66 13 8 73 14 12 76 15 9 305 57 39
Cooking, Ralph - 67 17 17 5s 13 12 110 18 14 78 21 20 308 69 63
Connor, N. A. - - - - - - - - - InKingstonstatiomry.
Cooper, R. s. . 38 10 8 43 11 3 ‘108 42 4o 37 12 10 226 75 61
Daughtrey, John 52 10 8 68 11 6 73 13 11 66 18 6 259 52 41
Davies; Thomas - 37 18 16 35 14 11 37 15 11 28 11 7 137 58 45
Dawson, James K. Severe Fever. - - Leave unaccount ofcontinuedillhealth.
Dillon, J.A. - 134 17 11 151 17 16 211 23 17 195 18 15 691 75 59
Dunne, Patrick . 92 2o 14 97 25 17 86 28 23 83 21 11 358 94 65
EdwardS, Bryan . 100 23 19 100 12 9 87 17 6 Fever - - 287 52 44
Farrer, Simeon - 70 16 ll 62 9 6 Fever - -. Fever - - 182 25 I7
Finlayson, Walter 67 27 15 67 21 15 67 23 15 67 24 12 268 95 57
Fishbourne, E. E. 76 19 9 80 18 9 71 16 10 43 12 7 270 65 35
Fitzgerald, Robert - - - - 63 24 16 No Diary - - 5o 10 3 113 34 19
Fyfe, A. G. . 104 12 54 11 5 74 | 16 7 63 17 13 295 56 31 6
Gillan, William - - - - - - - On leave, owing to severe 11.11am. .

Gurley, John . 97 9 a 49 12 9 60 13 12 61 14 9 267 43 38
H311, R. s. - 72 11 6 76 s 3 ss 14 10 No Dimmived. 236 33 19
Harris, James - 7s ‘16 1 e1 18 10 so 19 s 72 18 s 311 71 371
Hawkins,Chn.rlel 78 24 20 61 20 16 75 18 13 62 18 14 276 80 63
Hewitt, William - 64 12 6 93 15 10 62 s 5 a7 14 7 306 49 2s
Hulme.J.R. - 69 14 1o 75 26 21 82 18 12 71 2o 23 297 93 66
Jones.ThomuW. 69 10 7 -- FevermdDebility. -- -- -- -~ 69 10 7

91 23 '18 77 12 5 58 18 9 55 8 6 281 61 38

88 18 18 77 16 11 92 16 11 86 17 18 343 67 43

83 26 19 67 21 9 91 15 9 83 22 9 324 84 46

96 18 15 93 10 6 135 31 26 115 17 14 439 76 61

102 15 8 140 17 7 98 23 16 116 21 15 456 76 45

89 13 7 66 9 7 59 17 8 104 17 8 318 61 30

Kent, Henry .
Laidlnw, Henry ‘-
Lambert, R. S. -
Langrishe, R. J. -
Lloyd, Samuel -
Lyon, Edmund B.

Multan. W. F. - 84 24 14 89 24 11 79 17 6 61 2o 12 313 85 43
Macleod, A. N. - - - - - Fever; uite unable to attend to duty. ‘

Momby, Henry - 59 19 11 68 31 21 49 16 13 67 22 16 24s as u
Nolan. Jame- — 72 17 12 e2 18 11 132 37 35 83 22 13 369 94 71
Odell. John - . 55 21 13 43 18 5 51 17 10 49 13 6 198 69 34          l

'
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  Oliver.Thnma.M. 64 12 s 94 17 10 7e 15 8 84 l5 13 320 59 39   
1 66. (continued)



 

 

  

 

  

            
 

98 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

JAMAICA RETURN of the Number of Miles travelled, &c.—continued.'

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week endinggar 1_ 10s; 1_ 17S: 1 24a; 1 TOTALS.

0) o .N A M E S LE 3 E E E g E ‘3 E g
. u - - a - . . a ' . n a ~a _ u ,

°‘ 12939939233379.3179 3;;
MAGISTRATES. i ‘5 “$8 5 '5 BS 5 's :8 5 '5 :8 E 'E :8

Eggsgggagggagggssggs
5 5 . S: r: 0 r: m g

éaafizaafisaiafizafite: mmfi
elmell . - - - 64 15 ll 50 10 7 65 ll 9 -- Fever 179 36 27

£11111), Enfic' - - — - 94 34 24 134 31 22 112 36 24 -- Fever 340 97 7o
Pryce, Samuel - - - - 64 23 18 48 23 18 70 28 24 62 34 ' 32 244 108 94
Ramsay, William - - - - - - - - - Tour and special du .
lelinson, S. - - - - 60 21 13 58 18 12 70 l7 l3 - - Fever 188 56 38
Reinolds, John - - - - 102 15 8 64 13 12 61 12 5 111 18 14 338 53 39
Sowley, W. H. - - - - 69 17 10 61 17 13 50 16 10 55 16 9 235 66 42
St. John, Richard - . . 51 14 9 57 19 17 - - Fever 55 9 s 163 42 34
Thom”, J. R. . - . - - - 111 - - 71 14 7 44 s 1 59 13 3 174 35 11
Thompson, Robert - - ~ 76 ll 4 94 15 8 87 25 21 63 18 II 320 64 44
Walsh, Henry - - - - 61 22 15 7e 14 14 52 18 16 75 24 20 266 7e 65
Welsh, Arthur - - - - 105 24 19 80 18 16 106 31 27 69 22 17 360 95 79
Willis, George . - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- 63 20 ll -" Fever 63 20 11

Tom. - - - 13,930 3,200 2,200    
l 69 .

Supplementary RETURN of PROPERTIES which have worked for HIRE, 6w.

Enclosure 2, in No.

Enclosure 2, in

 

NO- 169- Wonx FOR HIRE.

Belvidere - - St. James. Canish Hill - St. David’s. Joppar and Week
Duchetty Spring - ditto. Minto - - - ditto. Hall - - St. Andrew’s.
Hazelymph - - ditto. Mankeim - - dltto. Knowsley - - ditto.
Plum Pen - - ditto. Sherwood Forest - ditto. Mullet Hall - - ditto.
Richmond Hill Estate ditto. Ayton - - - ditto. Mavely - - ditto.
Rohampton - - ditto. Clifton - - - ditto. Mond - - - ditto.
Seven Rivers - - ditto. Richmond Vale - ditto. Mount Cressy - ditto.
Myford (Jobbers) - ditto. Moy Hall - - d1tto. Prospect - - ditto.
The Bogue - - ditw. Mount Pleasant - dltto. Prospect (Parks) - ditto.
Bellfield - - ditto. Radnor - - ditto. Noftrook - - ditto.
Carthagena - - ditto. Morgeens - Clargndon. Papine - - - ditto.
Catherine Hall - ditto. Friendship - - dltto. Spring - - - ditto.
Catherine Mount - ditto. Orange River - ditto. Shortwood .. - ditto.
Tanfield - - ditto. Ballard’s River - ditto. Temple Hall - . ditto.
Green Pond - - ditto. Bryant Hill - - ditto. Dover Castle . St. Thomaa’u “k.
Gilsho - - - ditto. Mears’s - - dittO. New Works - - ditto.
Homestead - - ditto. Front Hall - - ditto. St. Clair - -_ ditto.
Turin - - - ditto. _ Tmtfield - - d1tto. Alexandria - - St. James,
Industry - - ditto. Logie Green - - dlttO- Argyle Estate - ditto.
Latium - '- ditto. Crawle River - ditto. Content Estate . ditto.
Leyden - - ditto. Pindar’s Valley - ditto, Chester Castle - ditto.
Newman Hall - ditto. Ponder's River - dftto. Copse . . - ditto.
Purling Stream - ditto. Lucky Valley - dlttO- Childermas - - ditto.
Polosi - - - - ditto. Ludlow - - ditto. Eden - - - ditto.
Retirement - - ditto. Kelletts - - ditto. Friendship - - ditto.
Spring Mount - ditto. The Bower - - ditto. Golden Grove - ditto.
Sunderland - - ditto. Machuie - - ditto. Lethe Estate . . ditto.
Spring Garden - ditto. Bellrice - St. Andrew’s. Montpelier . - ditto.
Worcester - - ditto. Belair - - - ditto. Silver Grove . _ ditto.
Birnam Wood St. George’s. Constant Spring - ditto. Joy Hall . . ditto.
Mount Holstein - ditto. Chancery Hall - ditto. Wiltshire . .. ditto.
Orange Vale - ditto. Golden Spring - ditto. __
Wallingford - - ditto. Happy Grove - ditto. 97
Glengyle - - ditto. ._._.

sznn OFFERED on REFUSED Hum.

Bandon - - St. James. Ponto Bello. Swamps - St- DfWId’S-
Cambridge Jobbing Hamptand. Hillfilde - - d11to.
Gang - - ditto. Friendship. Alblon -_ ' ' d1tto.

Chesterfield - - ditto. Orange. Alternatwe - - dltto.’
Comfort Hall - ditto. Mount Sinai - St. David’s. Airy Ca_5tle - St- Anglrew 5~
Content Pen (days exchanged). Lloyd’s - - ditto. Bardomck - - d1tto.
Croydon Pen (days exchanged). Norris’s . -, ditto. Cherry Garden ‘ d1tto.
Lloyd’s Lodge- Amtully - - ditto. Cedar Valley . dgtto.
Ginger Hill (days exchanged). Mocha - - - ditto. Fair Hill - - ditto.
Greenwich. Friendship Retreat - ditto. -—
Richmond Hill Pen. Windsor Castle ditto. 34
Underwood Pen. Hermitage - - ditto. __
Windsor Castle Estate. Fair Prospect - ditto.  
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NEITHER ASKED NOR REFUSED.
JAMAICA.

Hermitage - St. Andrew’s. Salisbury Plain St. Andrew’s. Bumet Grand Pen St. James. ‘—Healthy Valley - ditto. Sterling Castle - ditto. Cowpark Pen - ditto.Moreshapl - - dlftO- Barbican - - ditto. Houghton Groves Pen ditto.Montpeher - - ditto- H0pe - - - ditto. Hermitage Pen - ditto.Mount Daheno - ditto. Berkshire Hall St, Thom’, valm Knockalva Pen . ditto.
Mount James - ditto. Cotswould - - ditto. Ramble Pen . . ditto.Mount Woolfrees - ditto. Charlemount - - ditto. Retirement Pen - dittO.Mount Beimore ~ ditto. ‘ Michleton - - ditto. Shetlewood Pen - ditto.Mount Prospect - ditto. Orange Field - ditto. York Pen - - ditto.Prospects (Spaldings) ditto. Rose Hall - - ditto. ' _Mount Atlas - - ditto. Recess - - - ditto. 35Rosemount - - ditto. Thenton - .. ditto.
Swain Spring - ditto. Argyle Pen - - St. James.

REFUSED.

Unity Hall - - St. James. New Battle St. David’s. Mol er - St.Andr ’(Ealus Valley St.David’s. Riverhead yn ews.- ditto. Mount Mores - ditto.Woburn Lawn - ditto. Balymure Manchester. Charlton St. Thomas’s Vale.Sheffield - - ditto. Hibernia - - ditto. Spring Farm - - ditto.Belle Clew - - ditto. Cambell’s Mount St. Andrew’s. .—Cocoa Walk - - ditto. Coope’s Hill - - ditto. 18Grove - - - ditto. Waterhouse - - ditto.
—.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 169. Enclosure 3, in
EXTRACT of a LE'ITER from R. Cooking, Esq., Special Magistrate, dated Hampden, No. 169.

St. James, 15th September 1835.

ON your Lordship’s referring to my Diary, your Excellency will perceive that Hampdenpeople have been neglecting their work for several weeks past, and have allowed 13 acres ofplant canes to be destroyed by the stock ; a degree of careless independence seems to haveactuated them; however, I sincerely trust that I have put a stop to this.
The man in charge of the stock has absconded.
 

 

   

8 3
Number of1835 Place. :: 3 Complainant. Defendant. Complaint. Decision. ConstablesE E
swornin.

Hampden - ' :01“: Ham] v' The whole For not workin 9am '. gang. -- g. . uelBalley, SentencedEstate. Manager, I l head constable, sworn, states, that topay three
 some of the people are willing to do Satuxdsye.
their work, but that the rest will not; he has remarked that for the last three weeks they
have not been working properly, or doing a sufficiency ; that they have got some notions into
their heads, and treat all his admonitions with eontempt.—Samuel Edegerly, book-keeper,
sworn, states, that the manner in which the gang work is shamefiil in the extreme ; that 'they entertain an opinion that the special magistrates have no control over them; and that,
on Thursday last, he heard William White (a field labourer who was working with the gang
at the time) call to the driver, and tell him that the rat of the gang were not working.—
Charles Sterling, a constable, sworn 2 was in the field at the time ; the people were not working
properly.-—William White, a field hboura, sworn: his fellow apprentices do not work;
was obliged on Thursday last, from the shameful uumner in which they were then working
around him, to hail out to the constable about their conduct. They made no defence. The
affidavits of three neighbouring overseen who inspected the work sent herewith.

Thirteen acres of plant canes have been severely damaged through the wilful neglect of
the watchman, The affidavits of three neighbouring overseen (who have inspected the
damage) sent herewith. .
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Jamaica 53.

WE, the undersigned, do swear, that we have inspected a trespass of cattle upon 13 acres
ofyoung plant canes, and consider the damage done, through the nealect of the watchman,
is about equivalent to a sacrifice of half the cane piece.—So help me 0d.

Sworn before me, this 14th ' (signed) Robert Ellis.
day of September 1835, Tim Coleman.

(signed) R. Cooking. John Jackson.

Jamaica ss.
WE, the undersigned, do swear, that, at the request of Mr. Hayes, the overseer of

Hampden estate, we have carefully examined a piece of young canes that a gen . of 60
able ne oes were cleaning on the above property last Thursday; and It is our opimon that
the wor performed was not equal to half the quantity they might have done in the same
tilpe; and the manner in Which we observed the apprentices attached to this estate working
this day was shamefiil in the extreme.—-So help me God. (signed) Robe)t Ellis.

Sworn before me, this 14th 1710' Coleman.
day of September 1835, Jolm Jackson.

(signed) R. Cooking.
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——-No. 170.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 12 Nov. 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatches

of the 6th of September and of the 28th of that month, enclosing copies of, com-

munications from the special magistrates upon various subjects, and reporting

that the island was in a quiet state, and that every thing was going on in

the most satisfactory manner. It has proved highly gratifying to His Majesty‘s

Government to receive these favourable accounts. ,To the judicious arrangements

made by your Lordship is to be attributed, in a great degree, the efficiency with

which, under the most unfavourable circumstances, the duties of the special

magistracy have been performed; but it is due to the gentlemen composing

that body to express in the strongest terms the sense which His Majesty’s

Government entertain of the zeal and intelligence which they have disPlayed,

and of the extraordinary exertions which they have used in giving effect to the

instructions with which your Lordship had furnished them.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 171.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, October 9, 1835.

I AM happy that in my usual report upon the “ general state of the island”

I am enabled to renew to your Lordship my previous assurances of its perfect

tranquillity.
In order to prove it, I have to enclose 23 of my usual weekly reports. Nine

magistrates are incapacitated by fever and calamity from making any reports ;

two were absent last week on leave on their domestic afiairs; one, Mr. Stares,

has only just commenced his duties, and 20 have either not sent in any special

report or combined it with other business (in direct opposition to my orders),

which prevents my sending them to you, making up the 55 which I only have

at this moment in the island, and much inconvenienced I am thereby ; Iwant

two more very much.
I beg to call your particular attention to that of Mr. Fitzgerald, as confirma-

tory of my previous remarks respecting the eight-hour system of work, and

exhibiting the di5position of the people just after my Circular so strongly recom-

mending the continuance of the nine-hour system.

 

Enclosure in No. 171.

My Lord,
Aboukir, 6th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to enclose the weekly diary, and to inform your Excellenc that this

district ma be truly said to be aceable, in ustrious and respectful to the aws. On

Saturdays the apprentices work free y for hire; the entire of the pimento crop at Rosetta

(on which estates there are only four apprentices) has been got off by Saturday labour;

112 and 136 have assembled in their own time from other estates, and worked to the full

 

satisfaction of the employer. I have &c, .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) T. A. Dillon.

My Lord, St. David’s, October 6, 1835.

I HAVE the honour herewith to forward to your Excellency my diary up to this date, and

to report to your Lordship that this district continues in good order.

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Patrick Dunne, S. J .

 

My
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My Lord, . . . St. James's, October 5, 1835.
I FEEL much pleasure m acquamtmg your Excellency that the apprentices are behaving

better and working more cheerfully than they have done for several weeks back.

I have, &c.
HIS Excellency the Marquis of Sllgo. (signed) R. Caching, s. L

-————‘__

My Lord, Mandeville, 7 October 1835.
I BEG to enclose your Excellency my report for the past week. I have reason to

believe that the apprentices in my district are picking in the coffee crops very well.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) 0. Browne, 3. J.

m

My Lord, Elim Great House.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that my district is quiet as usual, and that complaints

are diminishing. It is seldom that a com Iaint is made of loss of labour, but chiefly petty
thefts, violence towards cattle and one anot er, and some insolence to their managers on the
part of apprentices.

 

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W. A. Bell, 8. J.

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, 6th October 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordshi my weekly report. I can stategenerally that my distriet is in_a satisfactory condltion as regards the conduct of theapprentices on the properties I v1s1t. I think It right to inform your Excellency that some
overseers in this district have given me notice that they intend adopting the eight—hours stem instead of the nine-hour as heretofore. I have therefore to request that yourxcellency will be pleased to inform me Whether their doing so is according to the spirit ofthe forty-seventh clause of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which gives the apprenticefour and a half hours per week out of his master’s fortyefive for the cultivation 0 his
provision grounds. From the general position of these grounds in this district, the hour a
day which the eight-hour system leaves the apprentice would be consumed in the mere .
0mg to the grounds, and the object of the law as far as any benefit was intended to him

instrated; the power of changmg from one system to another is professedly used as ameans of annoyance and punishment of the apprentice. How far this 1s consistent with the
spirit of an Act intended to take the .power of punishing from the employer and vest it
exclusively in the special magistrate, Is a point I have to submit to your Excellency for
decision, it being clear that from the frequent recurring of the case some decisive rule shouldbe ahplied to it. . . I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Shgo. (signed) R. Fitzgerald.

 

My Lord, .Falmouth, 6th October 1835.
IHAVE the honour to state to your Excellency, there is nothmO‘ of moment to com.-

municate in this district, but that all is gomg on, to the best of my IJelief, quite correct.

His Excellency the Marquis 0f Sligo. (signed) T/zomas Davies, s. J.

 

My Lord, Westmoreland, 5th October 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose my weekly report, and to state to our Excellency that mydistrict continues in the same tranquil state as when last I had t e honour of addressing
your Excellency.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) B. Edwards, s. J.

My Lord, Houghton Grove, 6th October 1835.HAYE the honour herewith to forward for your Excellency’s approval my report ofproceedings during the past week.
I have also the hoiiour to forward my return of properties in my district from the lst tothe 30th September mcluswe, with the dates upon which I visited each property.
1 66.

The

JAMAICA.
,—



JAMAICA.
._——-

102 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The apprentices, I beg to inform your Lordship, are eonductinv themselves much in the

same manner as when I had last the honour of addressing your ll..ordsh1p, although more

cases of petty theft have been brought under my notice during the past week or two than

heretofore; I trust, however, that a few salutary examples may be the means of checking the

evil complained of. _ . _
Their general habits of'industry are certainly rather improvmg.

  

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Simeon Farrar, s. P.

My Lord, Black River, 6th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report as usual on the state of this district, the apprentices go on

quietly, and generally very satisfactory. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) John Gurley, s. J.

My Lord, Logan Castle, St. Thomas Vale, 7th October 1835.

I HAVE to forward to your Excellency herewith a report of the cases heard and adjudicated
by me during the last week. . _ . .

I am happy to observe that the district is quite tranquil ; twenty properties were v1s1ted
during the week, and only on ten were there any complamts, and those few and of no great

importance. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) James Harris, 5. J.

Industry.
THE only complaints that have come before me during the past week are, that a few of the

apprentices on some estates do not turn out to work at the time ordered by law.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) 0. Hawkins, 8. J.

My Lord, Chester Vale, Port Royal Mountains.
I HAVE the honour to lay before our Excellency a report of my proceedings for the.

past week, and regret to say that t e investigation at Clifton Mount has prevented my
visiting any of the properties, but every thing is going on quietly.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) .H. Kent, 8. J.

My Lord, Stony Hill, 7th September 1835.
I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit my report for the last week, by Which, I trust,

your Excellency will perceive that, considering the extent of the district, the number of
pro erties and Population, that the labouring classes are progressively im roving.

our Lordship will allow that the apprentices of the greater pan 0 St. Andrew’s have
many more inducements and facilities for idleness and plunder than any other parish, from
its contignity to Kingston, where they will at all hours meet with customers for fruit, grass,
wood, and every other description of produce. The majority are, notwithstanding such
inducements for idleness, werking for hire in their own time, indeed, I may say almost the
whole in my own district during crop time.

I beg leave to claim your Excellency’s attention to a clause of the Act passed the
22d December, disallowed by Government at home (namely, the 12th), whether I am to
sanction the destruction of the hogs and goats belonging to the apprentices found at large,
or if I am in their behalf to take cognizance of such destructlon on a complaint being
brought before me.

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Samuel Lloyd.

My Lord, Moneague, 6th October 1835.
I HAVE the honour of enclosing my report for the week ending of this date, and also a

list of properties visited during the preceding month, and am happy to have it in my power

to report as favourably regarding the conduct of the apprentices as when I had last the

 

honour of addressing your Excellency. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Henry Laidlaw.

My Lord, Great House, Oliphant’s Lime Savannah, 7th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency my district continues perfectly quiet, and

the apprentices give their mana ers satisfaction. . .

I enclose a valuation case an my diary for your Excellency’s satisfaction.

I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. J. Langrislze.

My
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My Lord, St. Ma ’s, South-east District, 7th October 1835.
I HAVE the honour to present to your Excel ency the week’s report of my proceedings in

this district of the parish, and am happy in being enabled to state to your Lordship that the
ferment which discovered itself at Orange River and Lewisberg estates during a recent period,
as reported in the communications I have had the honour to make on the subject, has totally
subsided, and that the people on the iformer property are now working in a satisfactory
manner, although on Lewisberg they stil continue in a state of sullen discontent.

I beg respectfully to trespass on your Lordship to solicit permission to leave m district
for a few days, on business requiring my a pearance in Kingston, a favour I am em oldened
to ask, from the absence of any undisposeg of business coming under my cognizance.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. Lambert, s. J.

My Lord, 01d Harbour Market, October 7th, 1835.I HAVE fortunately been enabled to resume my rounds this week, and I trust that my'
weekly. report Will serve to show that my district is in a satisfactory state. The general
belief among overseers in St. Dorothy’s at present is, that they will make more sugar next
crop than ever they made the last.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. Alexander N. Macleod.

My Lord, Amity Hall, October 7th, 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose my weekly report. I am also happy to state for your Ex-cellency’s information, that all the estates in this district are doing well, and the apprentices,generally speaking, seem perfectly satisfied, and from the forward state ofthe parish severalestates will, my Lord, commence crop in November, 3. month earlier than customary.
’ I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo.. (signed) James Nolan, 5. J.

My Lord, Sachem, October 6th, 1835.
I HAVE the honour:to report to your Lordship that the district remains in the most peaceable

state, and I am happy in being able further to add, that the complaints of managers against
apprentices are not on the increase.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. Odell, s. J.

My Lord, Savanna 13. Mar, October 5th, 1835.I BEG leave to enclose my report to your Excellency, and to state that I have been pre-vented visiting so many properties as I otherwise should, owing to the detention when outby heavy rains, and not having been well for some weeks East. I certainly think offences
occur less frequently, having had but three complaints on t e twelve estates visited.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) T. M Oliver.

My Lord, Westmoreland Villa, October 6th, 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose my monthly return for September, together with my last

week’s diary, and have the great satisfaction of acquainting your Excellency, I found on my
return from leave of absence, the apprentices were conducting themselves well, and giving
general satisfaction.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) E. D. Philp, s. J.

My Lord, ’ Warwick, October 6th, 1835.
I HAVE the honour to enclose the diary for the week. The coffee crop comes on well, and

is abundant on every property; where requlsite, the apprentices are working willingly for
hire at half a dollar r barrel, in their own time.
The case of Mr. ewman’s apprentice, whom I have ordered to pay back the time she has

lost to her master, arises from her having been valued in August 1834, and allowed a fortnightby Mr. Justice Colebrooke to get the money ; she went to Kingston and never returned
until taken up by her master’s constable.
d' The apprentices committed to quarter session for theft do not come under my juris-
1ct10n.
Theft is Prevalent among them, but is more apparent on account of every case being madepublic, which formerly was not the case. I have &c

, .
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Arthur I’Velch, S.J.
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-—No. 172.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from Lord Glerielg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated
Downing—street, 29th November 1835.

I HAVE had the honour to receive and lay before The King your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 9th ultimo, enclosing the usual weekly reports from the special

magistrates.
His Majesty has been pleased to express the highest satisfaction at the favour-

able nature of these reports, and at the renewed assurances which your Lordship

has afi'orded of the perfect tranquillity of the Colony.
It is a source of much regret to me to learn that so many of the special jus-

tices are incapacitated by illness from performing their duties; I trust, however,

that in consequence of a continuance of the present satisfactory state of afl'airs,

no serious inconvenience will be experienced by this temporary diminution of

the number of the magistracy.

 

—No. l73.——

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, 13th October 1835.

SOME representations have been made to me lately upon a point which pre-

sents some difliculties, and I therefore communicate it to you, for your directions

how I am to act.
Claims have been made before some special magistrates for the payment of

time lost by female apprentices, in. consequence of their respective confine-

ments; while their offspring were of use to the proprietor, not one word was

said about it, but now that all those who are born are free, objection is made to

it, and a claim put in for an addition to the term of their apprenticeship service,

in repayment of the time thereby lost. They also have claimed the time lost

by the mother’s attending their sick free children. Having been consulted on

these points by the special justices, I have given it as my opinion, that in

the first case,—the pregnancy of females,—the law points out that they must

have the same medical attendance, &c. when ill as was the custom before the

abolition, and that when pregnant, they must be considered in the same light

as before the Act passed; but in regard to the second point, of their attendance

on their sick free children, I have recommended that the mothers should be

sentenced to repay lost time. My motive for doing so is, that with their pro-

verbial readiness to make all sorts of excuses, I feel assured that if this was

allowed to be one, there would hardly be an occasion on Which it would not be

made, for the purpose of evading the just proportion of labour which it is their

duty to give the master.
Having, however, no decided law to go upon, I have submitted these points

to your consideration, in case you should be disposed to make any alteration in

my dec1s10n. I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

—No. 174.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing-street, 15th Dec. 1835.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 'l3th October, in which

you propose for my consideration two questions: the first, whether ‘a female.

apprentice is bound to atone, by extra service to her employer, for time lost to

him by her in childbirth, and the state of weakness consequent upon it ?-—the

second, whether a female apprentice is bound to replace by labour, during her

own leisure, the time subtracted from her employer’s service in attendance on

such of her children during their sickness as may not be apprenticed labourers ?

On the first of these questions my own opinion entirely coincides with that

which your Lordship has adopted. Indeed, I scarcely know how to argue in

favour of the claim ofwomen in childbirth to be exempted from all responsibility
for
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for their unavoidable absence from their duties; because I can hardly imagine a JAMAICA.
plausible argument in support of the opposite opinion. Every one will admit --
that sickness is a lawful cause of neglecting the employer’s work; and between
those ailments which beset the human frame from other causes, and that to
which it is subject in childbirth, I can discover in this respect no distinction.
Indeed, I trust that your Lordship may find that, in supposing the prevalence in
Jamaica of any such opinion as that to which you refer, you have been misin-
formed. I should be most reluctant to ascribe it to any considerable number
of the proprietary body of that island. .
The case of mothers attending their sick children appears to me to depend

upon the reality and the nature of the illness, and upon the extent of the time
devoted to that duty in each particular case.
The law of apprenticeship, in defining the rights of the employer, never was

or could have been intended to supersede in favour of those rights the para-
mount obligations deducible from the general laws of all human society. No
Act of Parliament could ever be meant to confer on any man the power of visit-
ing by a penal infliction a mother who had neglected her duties to him, in
order to afford to her child the aid and solaée which in a state of disease it might
require at her hands. This apology, of course, like any other, may sometimes be
untruly alleged as an excuse for indolence, and would then be entitled to no
greater deference than any other unfounded pretext.
But so often as it shall be alleged in good faith, with sufficient cause and to

a reasonable extent, it ought I think to prevail. I have &c

(signed) Glenelg.

 

No. 175.

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, Jamaica, 4th November 1835;

IN order to give your Lordship a more full and complete account of the gene- No. l 75.
ral state of the island, I have the honour to enclose you copies of letters received
by the last post from the special justices of this island, giving me their opinions
more at length than usual. .

I am happy to say that the accounts I have received from private individuals
lead me to think those opinions to be correctly formed. I have long since pre-
dicted that the crop of next year would fall off ; I now predict that the crop of
1837 will far exceed that of 1836, and that the two together, seasons permitting,
will average any other two ordinary years in former times. The seasons have
not yet set in on this side of the island, though on the north side they have at
last come in abundance.

I have also the honour to enclose a supplementary hire report.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 175.

Mr. Special Justice Welch’s SPECIAL REPORT. ' Enclosure 1, in

IN compliance with your Excellency’s commands, I beg to subjoin the following state— No. 175‘
ment of the district under my surveillance, which consists entirely I may say of coffee plan-
tations.
The crop has ripened I believe about a month earlier than usual, which has in some in-

stances prevented the fields being cleaned. There is on many estates a greater quantity of
coffee already picked than the whole crop of last year; the crop will average as good as any
ever taken OH, and there is not any difficulty to be apprehended in 'so doing. The appren-
tlies generally are working in their own time, at the rate of two shillings sterling for picking
a arrel.
Where the coffee is on the trees, a barrel can be picked by 11 or 12 o’clock, and the

apprentice can pick another barrel for hire. One barrel is all that is required by the over-
seer, and considered fair work. It depends upon practice; all ersons cannot ick equally
Well. As an. instance of what can be done b free labour, 9. s ort time since t ree people,
assisted probably by their families, icked ten barrels in their own Saturday.
Many estates in this quarter will ave the crop picked by next Christmas. Some plan-

tfls refuse the customary allowance of salt, which I deem very injudicmus; where this is
adhered to, I felt less inclination to push the work, knowing that no negroes, accilstomed as
they‘ifige so much to a vegetable diet, can be healthy and strong Without salt; it is not how-

1 . . ever
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ever by any means generally done, and those who persist in it injure themselves in the end
by such niggardly economy. A great deal of young coffee is putting in wherever it is pos-
sible, in order to get as much as possible before the expiration of the apprenticeship.

Theft is prevalent, more apparent, but possibly not more frequent than formerly, as in old

times the case did not meet the public eye, whereas now all is made to appear.
As regards free labour and the prospective view of property in this country, my opinion is,

that where the people are well treated they will remain; where they are not, they will
choose another master, and much Property must consequently change hands. Here the
consequences of non—residence is again developed ; the absentee who has left his negroes in
the hands of managers, whose only object was to make large returns, and cared little for the
comfort of his people, will very probably lose their services.
My own opinion is, that a residentiary proprietary is the only thing to attain any degree of

civilization. Infant schools are much wanting and education in general. Nor is example
of less value ; were the proprietors residents, the overseers would be a different class of
men, they would become married men, living soberly with their families, instead of living in
a system of concubinage and inebriety, which is unfortunately but too eneral. All this
would be effected by a residentiary proprietary, who would also attach t eir labourers to
them, and attend to their wants and comforts. This must be resorted to as an ulterior mea-
sure if any reform in this country is contemplated, and without it no improvement will be
permanent.
As regards the new system, it must work well if the special magistrates understand their

duty. To expect the attornies for estates as a body, or any body, where they Preponderate,
to acknowledge it to be equal to the former one is unreasonable, as few men Will be inclined
to give up their own authority, and the “ new system” is an unanswerable plea for any mis-
management or failure of the crop. But if the new system is bad, why does it work at all?
Why are there several estates that have made as good crops, that are as forward with their
work, and which have never required the interference of a magistrate since the negroes were
made apprentices? The fact Is, on the management depends all. There are many mana-
gers who have not the skill to discern where indulgence becomes relaxation of discipline,
and discipline becomes tyranny; here is where the reform is wanting, and I must repeat In
Opinion previously expressed, that until we et the proprietors to reside on their estates
generally, no beneficial permanent result Wlll be obtained if they do not lease out their
ground, bindinor the tenant to dispose of the crop to the landlord only ; then the families of
the tenants wilI all labour ; indeed the parents will soon find their free children plundering
and destroying their grounds, and will be glad of occupation; indeed these latter cannot too
soon be attended to.

 

Mr. Special Justice Gurley’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated Black River, St. Elizabeth’s,
19th October 1835.

IN reply to your Lordship’s circular, requiring a report of the general state of the district
under 111 superintendence, I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that at Fonthill

estate, the only property in cultivation in this district, the overseer reports that from dry

weather alone his prospect of the ensuing crop is gloomy.
With regard to the conduct ofthe apprentice population and their employers, I have com-

paratively few complaints of any want of industry on the part of the apprentices, indeed

they a pear at this time much more desirous of employment in their own time for wages

than hitherto. I am however sorry to add that a propensity to commit petty thefts still pre-

vails to a considerable extent. On the part of the white population generally, I have no

fault to find with their conduct.

 

Mr. Special Justice Tacey’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated Clarendon, 26 October 1835.

IN obedience to the orders of your Lordship, conveyed in your circular of the 10th inst,

in which I am required to pre are a general report of the state of my district up to the

lst ofthe month, I beg leave 1n the first place to state :

That the practical nature of the Abolition Law appears to be generally well understood,
both by the masters and the apprentices.

That the “ industry and conduct” of the apprentices generally, as well as the apparent dis-
position of the managers, from whom I have not hesitated to gather on this sub‘ect, as well

as from the head people on many sugar estates that I have visited, as much in ormation as
to enable me, in addition to my personal observation, to state that I shall be disappointed

indeed if the arduous duties inseparable from my official situation be not considerably dimi-

nished by a continuation of that reciprocal good feeling and understanding at present

existing between the apprentices and their masters.
That with respect “ to the cultivation of the estates and the returns prospectively looked

for in the ensuing crop,” your Lordship will be pleased to observe, that in consequence of A

my very recent appointment I have not had sufficient opportunities to enable me to report

fir ly, but, as far as I have been enabled to collect from ex erienced and respectable planters,

as well as from the head people on many properties, toget er with my personal observations

and experience, augur the most satisfactory results. The usual plant canes have been, with
ew
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few exceptions, put in the fieltl in the usual state of forwardness, both as regards the clean-
ing and in other respects aiding the progress of the ensuing crop, on Leicesterfield and
Killett’s estate in particular, where .the usual indulgences have been continued to the
apprentices; cultivationhas been consxderably increased, and I have every reason to believe
that the ensuing crop Will cons1derably exceed that of the former, should no material varia.
tion of the seasons happen to prevent it.

Mr. Special Justice Dunne’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. David’s,
October 27, 1835. -

I HAVE the honour to acquaint Iyour Excellency that the cultivation on the properties in
this district is well carried on : bot the coffee and cane fields are in good order; from the
luxuriant appearance of the latter, I have no doubt but that the sugar crop of this ear will
exceed that of last year. On one estate, Albion, the overseer, Mr. M‘Pherson, has informed
me that he calculated on having an increase of at least fifty hogsheads. If the coffee crop
in this district should not equal that of last year’s, which was a heavy one, it is expected tobe of a superior quality. _ .
The disposition to prefer complaints against the apprentices is sensibly decreasing; they

are now fully aware of their duty, and perform it as cheerfully as could be expected.

 

Mr. Special Justice Dawson’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated Manchioneal,
27th October 1835.

I HAVE the pleasure to state, that since my last report the apprentices have conducted
themselves general] in a quiet manner. I am sorry, however, to say that thefts are much
on the increase, an several of them of a very daring description. There are also manycomplaints made by the proprietors and managers of bad turning out, and an insufficiency
of wor .

I do consider that the disposition to work for wages is so far from being on the increase
that it is rather on the decline. It is my opinion that open acts of violence are preventedonly from the apprentices understanding the law better, and consequent dread of immediatepunishment. .
The apprentices still persist in retaining their free children, and no inducement will per-

suade them to put them under the master’s care.
The cultivation is in most places backward, and the prospect of a good crop next year

very doubtful.

Mr. Special Justice Lyon’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Thomas in the East,
Oct. 28, 1835.

WITH reference to the state of my district, I have much pleasure in being able to say
the general conduct of the ap rentices continues as good as I have frequently in my former
re orts had the satisfaction 0 detailing to your Lordship.

he quantum of work performed on estates is in general quite equal to the aggregate of
slave labour, and there is scarce an instance of a deficiency greater than the deduction of
time in a comparison of the former and the present system would justify.
The season has been remarkably propitious (it having rained almost dail in this district

for five months), but unfortunately the cause which has produced a most uxuriant growth
of canes has also been equally redolent of weeds and grass, which has much increased the
labour on all properties, by rendering the cane pieces extremely foul, and making the re-
peated latter weedings as difficult and as tedious as the earlier ones ; but notwithstanding
this unavoidable impediment, the prospect for the ‘ensuing crop is extremely gratifying, the
majority of estates having gone through all their usual labour_at th1s time of the year, and
having Planted a very fair proportion of canes, and, what is still more satisfactory, they are
continuing cultivation and preparation for the crops of future years, With a sanguine feelin
that estates not only are but will be profitably cultivated during the ex1stenoe of the term of
apprenticeship.

There is very little of serious crime or misdemeanor, the offences being principally of a
petty nature and confined to a few individuals on each property. I am quite sure that on
all the estates I have visited the majority of apprentices have been untainted with any
crime, nor have they been complained of for any offence, and that on properties where com-
Plaints are the most frequent, and the outcry of misconduct the loudest, I have found
Invariabl the same offenders or the same victims. But, while I am thus afforded an oppor-
tunity ofyspeaking favourably of the conduct of the apprentices, and of the prospect of the
ensuing crop, I wish I could also say that the system of managers had so changed. as to
render the rigid and anxious watchfulness of the special magistrates to prevent anustlce and
oppression unnecessary; on the contrary, my experience has painfully taught me the gieater
the sense of security and confidence arising from the docdlty or plzopr‘lety of conduct 1n the
labourers, the more likely are the to oppress and attempt the Infringement of the legal
rights of the apprentice, and un ortunately this petty tyranny is cairied to an extent the
utmost vigilance of the magistrate cannot prevent, as many apprentlces are deterred from
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complaining from a dread of a counter case being preferred against them, supported by

witnesses influenced by the overseer.
‘It is a subject much to be rec'retted that attornies have not met a change of system by a

selection of managers who wouId be competent to superintend without invective or gross

seurrility, and acquire b their conduct the respect and regard of their inferiors, but of such

there are very few, and have considered it necessary to make this allusion to the general

want of ordinary carefulness in the choice of overseers, from my confidence, that whatever of

trouble in the administration of the law, and the greatest portion of the offences of the ap-

prentices, arise from this cause alone.

 

Captain Elliot’s (H. M. 37th Regiment) SPECIAL REPORT, dated Maroon Town,
26th Oct. 1835.

IN reply to our circular, 10th October, I have the honour to acquaint you for the infor-

mation of his xcellency the Governor, that as far as my observation extends, the appren-

tiCed labourers are conducting themselves in a respectful, correct and subordinate manner,

though their habits of industry do not appear to have undergone improvement, which is fully

apparent from their negligent appropriation of their own time; and I beg to add, that petty

thefts are on the increase rather than on the decline.

There being no sucar estates in my district, I cannot form an opinion as to the prospective

returns of that description of property.
On some of the properties in the district under my inspection, ginger is cultivated to a con-

siderable extent, and as far as I can learn, the crop expected promises to be an average one.

The rass lands upon the different pens is in its usual state of cultivation.

With regard to the conduct of the masters towards their apprentices, I incline to think that

it is unobjectio'nable, not only from my own observation, but also from the very few cases of

complaint preferred by the apprentices against them.

 

Mr. Special Justice R. St. John’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. George’s,
27th October 1835.

IN obedience with the circular letter dated 10th October 1835, I beg to report as follows,

res'Fecting my district. . . . .
he first point to which I would advert, is. the improvements in the habits of industry which

has taken lace since I came into the parish. 'At first there was a great difficulty expe-

rienced in inducing the apprentices to work for hire in their own time, but now a great part

of them have agreed during crop time to work when required in their own time forreason-

able wages. This has induced some of the managers to meet them with a better disposition,

and to give them many induivences as amencouragement. The consequence is, that the

work goes on with good-will, the fields are In good order, and both parties are satisfied.

In conse uence of the unfavourable nature of the season, arising from a want of rain,

the crop of} this year will be rather deficient, but a very abundant return is expected

next year. _ ‘ _ . . '

That managers do not Violate the law In their dealings With the apprentices is evident, from

the fact that I never have had occasion to fine any 0 them, and that since I came into the

parish, only two complaints were made by the latter resFecting encroachments u on their

time, which complaints were both fully disproved. In 81 respects I consider my istrictin

a'very satisfactory order.

 

Mr. Special Justice Willis’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Thomas in the East,

27th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, in answer to circular, the apprentices in my

district are behaving themselves quietly and going on tolerably well, also their general

behaviour is respectful; the are domg an additional quantity of work, but they do not do

the portion they should in t e time allotted them by law. Respecting the crops, I speak,

from my own opinion, favourably; the cane fields are looking remarkably well, and promise

a fair return; but I am informed by the planter, a correct idea regarding the quantity cannot.

at present be formed; the cleaning of pastures is in many instances neglected.

 

Mr. Special Justice Lloyd’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Andrew’s,

28 October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to transmit a report of what I conceive the state and condition of the

various properties in my district, distinguishing the produce of each.

The sugar estates, in eneral, are in a forward state of cultivation and in good order. I beg

to particularize Tem le all, Constant Spring, Any Castle, Golden Spring, Maverly, Mo-

lynes, Sprin and orbrook. On the first six mentioned there was an increase of crop

manufacture , as compared with last year, with every appearance of a further increase neat

crap. Pimento is not a general cro throughout St. Andrew’s, but where it has been culti-

vated the crop was good, well sowe , and already in the market. Although the coffee fields
are



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 109

are generally in a forward state of cultivation, I am sorry I have to acquaint your Excel-
lenc that crop throughout will not be a good one, owing to the failure on many properties
of‘t e early spring blossom; however, the planter looks forward to next year’s crop with
favourable expectations.
Your Lordship will, I trust, allow me to state my own opinion why reports respectinO' the

well working of the new system are so much at variance with the real state of the case? It
is well known the managers and overseers of properties hold their situation dependent on
making good crops; it is therefore no wonder they frame excuses, and attribute their disap-
pointments to the new 8 stem, which is, of course, communicated to the attorney in glarintr
c010urs, and in all likelihood detailed by him to others with some other additional ruino.
Many of the attornies visit the properties but seldom, generally merely to see the clothing
served ; they consequently cannot be acquainted With the daily, weekly or monthly labour;
they never consider the number of feeble and sick, the many able people employed by the
overseer unprofitable to the proprietor; and here, my Lord, I beg to call your attention to
the epidemic (influenza) which thlS summer deprived the majority ofthe properties for several
weeks of one-third its strength, which sore loss is still felt. .

In conclusion, I have to assure your Excellency, throughout my district, composing 8,000
apprentices, four-fifths of the males are well disposed, and are placing a confidence in the
law and the magistrates. The women, at the commencement of the new law, in exulting
over the managers for their triumph of the abolition of flogging, showed symptoms of insuli—
ordination, but are now becoming more obedient; and I am happy to state, there seems
altogether a better and kindlier feeling between the managers and apprentices, which I trust
has already appeared evident from my general reports to your Excellency during the last
three months.

 

Mr. Special Justice Ham’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Ann’s Bay,
lst November 1835.

IN transmitting to your Lordship m monthly return of properties visited in this district,
I have the honour to furnish your Lord'ship with a report ofthe state ofmy district generally.

It is with considerable satisfaction I can say, that peace, good order and content prevail
among the apfirentices under my charge, and that a spirit of im roving industry manifests
itself among t em ; crime and irregularity diminish daily, and t e happiest understandina
between the master and apprentice a pears to me progressing in same ratio. The general
state of cultivation in this district is ackward; but, owing to the seasons having been most
favourable, the prospective returns of produce for the ensuing crop is cheering. On many
estates in this district a greater return of sugar is expected than was taken off this last crop.

Masters in every grade continue considerate, kind and indulgent to their apprentices, and
I firmly believe such conduct they begin to appreciate as they ought.

Mr. Special Justice Daly’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. James’s, 28th October 1835.

IN compliance with the circular order, dated the 10th instant, I beg leave to report the
general state of the county of Cornwall, through which I have lately passed.
The negroes or apprentices appear to be working well in most places, and from all the

information I could obtain through the different entlemen in the country, things are going
on with a good understanding between master an apprentice; complaints are becoming rare
on either s1de.
The cultivation appears to me to be in a forward and promising state; I am, however, told

by the best informed planters that the planting of canes since the commencement of appren-
ticeship term has been on a reduced scale, owing to an impression on the minds of many
planters that the system would not succeed. This circumstance must certainly affect the
ensuing crop; but I feel happy in stating that this impression is removed, and that_the
preparations for future crops appear to be on a more extensive scale, which is fully justlfied
by the past conduct of the apprentices, who on many estates have undertaken large jobs m
cane-hole work, by which (although the negroes made good hire) the groprietors have
saved considerable sums, as on these occasions the labourers make extraor inary exertions,

' and I understood from ood authority that the advantage thus acquired by the proprietor
was equal to 31. on eac acre of land dug. The grass fields and fences on estates were at
first very much neglected, but these are also undergoing the necessary repairs? and the
whole count in my opinion is assuming a very favourable aspect, and with patience and
moderationrt ere can be no doubt of matters settling into a quiet and advantageous state
between master and apprentice.

Mr. Special Justice Baines’ SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Thomas in the East,
27th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to state, in answer to a letter from the King’s House of 14th October,
that the apprentices in this district do more work, are more contented and cheerful and well-
disRosed than the period when I commenced my duties, and I confidently look forward to
an increased degree of industry for the mutual benefit of all parties, as I regret to say,
though much improved, yet they do not perform all the master is justly entitled to; the

l ()6. overseen
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overseers conciliate and study their cmnfort, and afford every assistance in carrying into

effect the provisions of the Abolition Act ; the free children receive protection and medical

aid when applied for. —As regards the crops, I am unable to come to any very correct

conclusion; the canes look well; the planter seems satisfied With the prospect before him,

although they all anticipate a falling ofl‘ of produce in consequence of a smaller extent of

land than usual having been replanted, and a yortion being thrown out of cultivation to

meet the reduced quantit of labour, as also mm the unavoidable delay in cleaning the

cane pieces, the whole of t eir strength being required to take 01? last year’s crop.

Mr. Special Justice Baines’ further SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Thomas in the East,
27th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that my

district remains in a perfect tranquil state, the apprentices working better, and I trust

they will continue to improve in industry. I have not had occasion to adjudicate upon any

estate that I have visited during the week, nor have I received a summons from one of the

proprietors in my district.

 

Mr. Special Justice Baynes’ SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. John’s,
29th October 1835.

IN reply to your Excellency’s commands as signified in circular, October 1835, requiring

a general report of the district under my charge, I have the honour to observe, that a fair

Eroportion of labour, with few exceptions, contmues to be given by the apprentices in the

ours allotted by law to their master. Since the termination of crop, the custom of working

for wages has generally been dropped in this parish. No doubt, could the apprentices be

induced to work the whole year round in their own time, it would be more beneficial than
the employment ofjobbers, both to themselves and to the proprietor.

I regret not being able to say that I have observed a visibly progressing developement

and improvement of moral qualities on the part of the great bulk of the negro population ;

offences, from the period of In last general report, were on the increase up to the commence—

ment of the present month; tlien for about three weeks there was a considerable diminution,

but I am sorry to remark that the list of charges in my diary for the present week is again
a lon one.

'l'hg removal of larcenies and petty thefts from the jurisdiction of the special magistrates
will no doubt materially diminish the number of complaints brought before him, but I much

fear it will in the same roportion increase that of crime, as proprietors and managers will

prefer overlooking the o ence to incurring the considerable loss of labour consequent to a

committal of the accused for trial at the quarter sessions. Thefts, particularly those of canes
from the field and Provisions from the grounds, are as frequent as ever.
The want of a suitable system of education becomes every day more manifest, exciting the

most painful apprehensions in the breasts of the reflecting. The negro houses are thronged
with crowds of free children, neither taught nor expected by their parents to perform any
description of work, either for themselves or others.

It is with much gratification that I add, that the majority of estates in this parish are in a
state of high cultivation; justice requires me to particularize Spring Vale and Watermount,

as in a grade of order reflecting credit alike to the attorney, the manager and the apprentice.
The prospects for next crop are, as far as my own observation, backed b such information

as I have been able to acquire from others, extends, extremely favourable throughout the dis-
trict, but any calculation or estimate of the probable return has been uniformly refused me
by the planter.

Mr. Special Justice Hewitt’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. George’s,
27th October 1835.

IN compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, Ihave the honour to forward the fol—
lowing observations on the conduct of the masters and apprentices, and the general condi-
tion of the estates in my district.

It gives me much pleasure to be able to state that the conduct of the apprentices is very
satisfactory ; they work willingly and well: this fact is proved by a comparison of the work
done on the present system of 40g hours’ labour a week with that done before the Abolition
Act was passed, when the hours of labour amounted to an average of 61 hours weekly.
I have made minute and general inquiries on this point, and have ascertained that in digging

cane—holes (I take this work as a fair criterion, it being their hardest occupation), a given

nufinber (ff persons complete an acre now in the same number of days that they completed
it ormer .

Their general behaviour is also good; they are civil and obedient. But my weekly returns
are’ the best roof of the conduct of both managers and apprentices, to which I beg to refer
your Lordshlp, and by which it will appear that no complaints are made on five estates out

. of seven by either party.
.The cultivation of estates is also proceeding very satisfactorily. The crops for next year

Wlll be better than those for this year; the crops for the year 1837 are expected to be still
better.
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better. The general plan for taking oh“ the crops in my district is, to cause the apprentices
to Work eight hours a da , and hire them to keep the mill about for four hours more daily
in their own time, for which four hours the apprentice receives Sixpence sterling; the expense
of this is from 6 s. 8 d. to 13s. 4d. currency per hogshead, according to the quantity of su ar
that the estate can make per hour. One set of works can make two tons of sugar daily,
another can only make one ton in the same time. The expense to the latter, therefore, will
be double what it is to the former. - '
The panic of the year 1834 has entirely subsided, and people had become sanguine. The

number of acres planted this year has been very considerable, I should suppose about 75
acres to every 300 apprentices. The crop of 1837 must necessarily be a large one, unless
an casualty should occur to thwart the hopes of the planters. I

must add, that what I have stated is the result of my own observation. Since I pre-
ared this report, I have made most particular inquiries of almost every experienced planter

in my district, whose judgment on these points MS, I am happy to say, accorded entirely
with my own.

 

Mr. Special Justice Farrar’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. James,
24th October 1835.

WITH reference to your Excellency’s circular of the ] 0th instant, I beg to observe,
that the apprentices in this district are conducting themselves, generally, much better at the
present time than they did for some time after the lst August 1834; and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the are, and have been for some months past, gradually improving in
habits of industry, an that their general conduct and behaviour towards their masters and
those in authority over them is also much better than it was some months ago.

I do in consequence anticipate that they will continue to evince the same disposition
during the remainder of the term of their apprenticeship.
With regard to the general state of cultivation of the estates in this district, and the pro—spective returns which they are likely to yield, as I am not sufliciently acquainted with the

cultivation of the cane, having so recently arrived from England, to give a decided opinion
from my own experience and observation, I think I can safiely say thus far, that the canes
look well and healthy, and, if the seasons should continue propitious, I see no reason to
ap rehend a very great falling ofl‘ from the crop of last year.

lI‘here are a few estates in this district where the managers expect to fall off a little; and,
on the other hand, there are others who expect to have an increase of produce; so that it
may be reasonably inferred that the crops in the aggregate will closely assimilate to those
of last ear. .

I haze endeavoured, ever since my arrival in this island, to make myself acquainted with
the management of sugar estates, and from the improving condition of the apprentices in
habits of industry, I certainly do augur that an increase in the produce of the succeeding
crops may reasonably be expected to take place.

 

Mr. Special Justice Lyon’s ADDITIONAL REPORT, dated St. Thomas in the East,
28th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward my diary for the past week, and also a report of the general
state of my district, with a list of fines imposed in the quarter ending the 30th September,
and a list of roperties in the district of the late Special Justice Blake, as required by letter
of our Exceilency’s secreta .

exceedingly regret my diary should exhibit so many complaints, but this is in a great
degree occasioned by my absence from my district on leave, and my attendance for a week
on the sick bed of my lamented friend, creating an accumulation of offences on each of the
pro erties lately visited of a month’s standing, and also from the character of the cverseers
of t ose properties, they being the most remarkable for minute and petty exactioxs of any
in my district.

It is with much pain I am compelled to make your Lordship acquainted with the fact that
I have received more complaints of injuries and assaults committed on apprentices by their
masters, within this last week, than at any other period in the same space of time in my
experience. a

Mr; Special Justice‘ Emery’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated Spanish Town,
31 October 1835.

I DID not consider it necessary to reply to your circular, in consequence of having been
prevented going the rounds of my county from the absence and sickness of Inspector-
General Ramsay. This I much regret, as from the weekly reports I receive from my sub.
Inspectors (nine) throughout the whole county of Middlesex, I have not the slightest doubt it
would have been in my power to have reported most favourably on the conduct generally of
the apprentices. If I may judge of general report, I should decidedly say the present appear-
ances of next year’s crop are most favourable; that the bearing of the apprentices’ inclil..ation.
to do extra work for hire, and a better understanding of the new system, is day after day
most rapidly improving.
 

165. Mr. Special
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Mr. Special Justice Bourne’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Andrew’s,
30th October 1835.

YOUR Excellency desires me to prepare a report of the state of my district in relation to
the industry and conduct of the apprentices and their masters, their behaviour in general,

and the state of cultivation of the estates, with the returns which they appear to me likely
to yield. This is a very hard task for one who is no planter, and who has been so short a
time in the country, I will however furnish as accurate a re ly as possible, and whether my
opinions be well or ill founded, they will be expressed with onesty and frankness.

The district to which I have been appointed consists entirely of coffee lantations ; I am,

it is true, at gresent attending four sugar estates in consequence of the Illness of a brother
magistrate. hey are all I believe doing well, and I see no indications of a failure of their
produce. The coffee plantations are I believe doin well ; the apprentices are as industrious
as can be expected under the circumstances in whic they are placed ; they came here slaves,
and until lately the have been kept as slaves; they have necessarily the vices of slaves.
The greatest part 0 every day, with the exception of Sunday, Saturday and (in some cases)
half Friday is devoted to the service of their masters, and that portion of their own time which
is not employed for meals, sleep, travelling to and from the market, is not in my opinion
more than sufficient for the maintenance of themselves and their infant children. As few of
them have been taught to read, they cannot derive so much advantage from the leisure of
the Sundays as most persons do who live in countries where all are or may be instructed.
In too many cases they have been deprived of some indulgences which were afforded to
them when slaves. The persons set over them in the field are seldom men of much intelli-
gence or moral influence. Taking all those circumstances into consideration, I am rather
surprised at the good conduct of the apprentices than at their vices, rather wonder that there
are so few of them brought to me for theft, insubordination and indolence, than that there
are so many. With very few exceptions the apprentices are respectful to the magistrates
and obedient to the laws, and that is more than I can say of all the overseers and book-
keepers, some of whom seem to regard the mavistrates as intruders, and the Abolition Law
a measure uncalled for and unjust, and whic it is meritorious, rather than otherwise, to
resist or evade; this remark, however, does not a ply to the majority of the overseers, many
of them are persons worthy of great respect, an considering the ifliculty of their station,
they discover more patience and humanity than are generally imputed to them. Where-
ever the estates are well managed, where the attornev is a generous and enlightened man,
the overseer humane, industrious and skilful, the boolc—keeper a 00d accountant and atten-
tive to his duties in the field, and the constable a person of goo character and prudence,
there I find things going on well, few complaints on either side, and the properties in all such
casesareinmyop1nionimproving,aswell as the character, habits and feelings ofthe a prentices.
With regard to the present prospect of cm s, the impression on my mind, aflhr inquiry

and observation throughout my district, is t at it is good ; I see no reason to doubt that
there will be a full average crop, varying of course as to its extent on almost every estate ;
I understand that at Clifton Mount, where it is said (although, I believe, untruly) that the
people are radically and notoriously vicious and idle, and have been so ever since August 1834,
the crop of 1834 was 50,000 lbs. of coffee, of1835, 80,0001bs., and the overseer expects this
year to bring it u to 120,000 lbs. 5
On the whole, believe that the state of things is gradually improving, and that when the

people are well instructed and have increased opportunities afforded them of bettering their
condition, they will very rapidly improve through the whole of my district.

I think I ought to add, that I have just erected a school-room near my own house, in
which I intend to have the black and brown children who may choose to attend instructed
and trained in habits of industry. Several of the neighbouring proprietors have engaged to
defray part of the expenses, and many negroes have given a part of their hire to reduce it.

 

Mr. Special Justice Lambert’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated St. Mary’s, 3lst October.

IN pursuance of your Excellency’s order contained in Mr. Secretary Nunes' circular ofthe
10th instant, I have the honour to report that during the East quarter throughout the district
I have under my charge, the apprentices have remaine in a state of perfect tranquillity,
applying themselves, with few exceptions, to the execution of the worh required of them. and
performing the same to the satisfaction of their employers, who on their part have conducted
themselves in a manner to avoid any charge being brought against them during a period of
upwards of three months.
As regards the prospective state of the crops, I have the honour to observe that should no

unforeseen event change the present aspect, an increase of sugar may be reasonably expected,
much greater quantities ofcane being planted this season than at a corresponding period last
year.

 

Mr. Special Justice Ramsay's SPECIAL REPORT, dated Spanish Town,
23d October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency my return from a tour of inspection of the
lice force in the county of Surry, having passed through the parishes ofSt. Andrew’s, Port

Kbyal, St. George’s, St. David’s and Portland, and the districts of Manchioneal, Plantain
Garden River and Blue Mountain Valley, in the parish of St. Thomas in the East.

I herewith
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I herewith beg to forward to your Excellency my report of the police force in Surry, and
to state that from the accounts I received during my progress through the parishes, general
tranquillity preVails amongst the apprentices.
The coffee trees on most of the properties through which I passed, although in full hearing,

I am informed, will not produce a good return next crop, owing to the abundant crop of this
ear and the late seasons. '
The cane, fields look clean and well, and the following entlemen in charge of properties,

viz. Mr. SWire, overseer of Spring Garden Estate, in St. eorge’s, Mr. M‘Wllliam, of Provi-
dence Estate, Manchioneal, Mr. Thompson, of Plantain Garden River, and Mr. Nangle, of
Garbrand Hall Estate in Blue Mountain Valley, assured me that the apprentices, with the
exception of being sometimes late in the field in the morning, were erforming their work
cheerfully and well, and that they looked forward to an increased antil good crop of sugar
next year.

 

Mr. Special Justice Moresby’s SPECIAL REPORT, dated Spanish Town,
3lst October 1835.

IN reference to a circular, wherein his Excellency the Governor requests a general report
of the state of my district, in regard to what relates to the industry and conduct of the ap-
prentices and their masters, their behaviour in general, and the state of cultivation of the
estates : I have to state, in respect to the industry of the apprentices, that they are, generally
speaking, working to the satisfaction of their masters. This assertion I ground upon the
fact, that with two or three exceptions, I have no complaint to the contrary from their mas-
ters. As to their general conduct, I have frequent complaints of what is termed the insolence
of the apprentice, but have found that though sometimes true, provocation preceded the
offence.
The following fact my observation has most frequent] proved to be true. 0n estates

where the apprentices are treated with kindness and fair ealing, there has been little or no
occasion for m interference as special justice, and even then, nothing to affect the general
character of t e whole gang ; but where harsh language and unfair treatment prevails, utter
confusion is the consequence, and nothing but the fear of severe punishment will induce the
apprentice to work. The destruction, however, of horses and other stock belonging to the
resident manager exhibits the latent feeling, and unless a new line of conduct is adopted, a
total abandonment of the estate at the expiration of the term of the apprenticeship will be
the result.
When the late position of the apprentices as slaves is taken into consideration, a position

in which the least semblance of education was entirely lost sight of, I am of opinion that
their conduct is much better than could be expected ; they have in m district, generally
speaking, ne 0 houses which would not disgrace an English peasant, an they are becoming
habitual in t eir attendance upon some lace of divine worship. I have also observed that
the apprentices have great regard for t e obligation of an oath, let the cause proceed from
superstition or not, still the resfiect is such as to induce them to give evidence adverse to
their own interest and to that of t e resident manager, who, if well conducted, has still the
greatest influence over them. They appear to me a race of strong feelings and strong
passions, connected with the most acute sense of injustice.

In this town there are certainly numerous petty complaints, such as non—payment of
wages, &c. &c. &c., unfortunate] frequent thefts ; nine cases out of ten the first occurs
amongst the female apprentices, t 1e second chiefly confined to boys, who are allowed to run
wild about the streets and on the banks of the river.

In reference to the cultivation of the estates in my district, I have to state, that on the.
sugar estates I have now no complaints respecting the working of the apprentice, but the
crops are expected this year to be short on account of the periodical rams not having as yet
set in. For the same cause the pens are nearly parched up, but the quantity of uncleared
and uncleaned land is a subject of general complaint amongst the proprietors of the mug,
hut in my opinion in many instances not borne out ; for I consider the quantity of land
Which is now in cultivation for the growth of Guinea corn, is sufficient to give full occupa-
tion to the limited number of labourers on those estates, and man of which consist of some
thousand acres of hard log wood and iron wood. In fact it pays t e proprietor better to cul-
tivate the Guinea corn, rather than clear his pastures and look like an English ark.
With respect to the coffee and pimento estates in the mountains, I have had ew and ve

slight complaints, and none where any thing like management is apparent. It appears that
the 111>1‘oduce of these estates vary considerably each year, without any assuguable cause, and
as t e seasons in the mountains are regular, nothing but a neglect of work on the part of
the apprentices would prevent the proprietor from making his average crop. I know of one
instance only where that has not been attained, and which failure I attribute to a total mis-
management of the property. ' V . . _

Considering the local position of my district, embracing as it does the capital of this
island, and so nearly contiguous to Kingston, the few and petty offences which weekly occur
amongst the apprentices, instead of being a source of regret, should hold out the cheering
and encouraging hope that all will end wel . .
t In making this report‘ I have to state that the opinions I have expressed strongly differ
from many who have been longer in this district, but who I contend have not had the same
Opptg‘tfiunity of obtaining such general information. A longer experience on my part 151:3:
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modify my present opinions, but until then the observations I have personally made leave

me no choice but to state what I have done for the information of his Excellency the

Governor.

 

REPORT of Special Justice S. -Pryce, dated Trelawney, Jamaica,
27th October 1835.

IN obedience to the instructions of your Excellency, I have the honour to report to your

Lordship, that the whole of my district, 46 properties and upward of 8,000 apprentices, con-

tinues to remain in the most perfect state of tranquillity, and the conduct of the apprentices

generally afl'ords me the greatest satisfaction. . -

In this district the apprentices are working the nine hour system, by whlch they get the

half of Friday as well as the Saturday every week.

Under the sanction of your Excellency, have introduced task work on several of the

estates, which the apprentices cheerfully perform, and frequently gain an extra half day;

and I submit to your Lordship, that the emulation excited by it creates a strong hope that

at the termination of the apprenticeship, the apprentices generally will readily labour In their

own time for moderate monetary hire.
Their eagerness to avail themselves of devoting their own time on many of the estates

where their provision grounds are in good order, I also submit to your Excellency is a

further proof favourable to their ultimate interests and well—being.
One of the head men, who has for years been in charge of the lst class field labourers,

and who is also 3. King’s constable, has, with the assistance of his wife, dug 634 cane holes

in their own time during the last week, earning and receiving 1 l. 123. 11d. in the week,

thereby proving that the apprentices are desirous of earning money in their own time, and

in this instance your Excellency will at once perceive the valuable example set on this

occasron.
The price of cane hole digging is 81. per acre, and the apprentices cheerfully dig them for

51. currency, viz., 2,722 holes at 5d. each, 51. 133. 5d.
It is no uncommon thing for an apprentice to earn 105. or 15 3. per week in his own time,

and in many instances they finish their task by twelve or one o’clock.
I submit to your Excellency that, although the apprentices are conforming to the new

law very satisfactorily, as acknowledged by their mana ers, we are progressing but slowly

towards their ultimate benefit under the new system. n many of the estates the appren-

tices have not been required to work in their own time for hire, and as they have hitherto
received throughout this district allowance of herrings and other indulgences as formerly,

the only [difference to them, besides the restriction of punishment by their owners, is the

abridged hours of the law, which has given to them much more time than is requisite for the

cultivation of their grounds, which ought to be occupied for their present and future benefit.

I further humbly submit, that the mutual interests of the proprietors and apfrentices are

involved in the latter’s being encouraged throughout the island to work for fire in their

own time.
The fact that a number of the head men, and consequently influential persons, having

purchased their freedom, affords a pleasing proof that the apprentices, generally, are satis-

fied with their probationary state, and have no expectancy that it will be diminished, as,
under such apprehension, the undoubtedly would retain their money, which in some

instances has amounted to 80 t or 1001. '

The apprentices generally appear very desirous of receiving the valuable impetus of edu-

cation and moral and religious instruction; and I regret to inform your Excellency of the

almost total absence of those highly valuable impulses throughout the whole of this popu-

lous and important district.
Besides the 8,000 adults, many of whom are anxious to be educated, there are from

1,000 to 1,500 free children in this district alone, including those born since the lst August

1834, many of whom, being seven or eight years old, are growing up not only in idleness but

likewise in ignorance.
It affords me pleasure to report to your Excellency that no corporal punishment has been

exercised for several months, and that complaints are fast diminishing.

It will doubtless be equally satisfactory to your Lordship to learn that several of the

managers are conforming to t e new system, and showing their apprentices a countenance

and every encouragement and good example; but I regret, on the other hand, to state to

your Excellency there are many who, from their loose low habits and violence of disposition,

are very unfit to be connected with the apprentices on the island; and the steady good beha-

viour of the apprentices under such characters is both praiseworthy and surprising.
I am happy to report to your Excellency that a great deal more work has been done this

year than the last, and that our prospects for the ensuing crop are very flattering. The whole

of the cane fields have been cleared and manured generally, also the grass pieces and pro-

vision grounds; in short, a very similar return to the last year’s crop may be generally and
very confidently expected throughout this district from the fine rains which we have lately

ha , and in addition to which, I am happy to report that the regular seasons have set in on

the 25th instant.
Mr. John St. James, who is the executor and trustee of the late Sir Simon Clarke, and

who is concerned for estates in every parish in the county of Cornwall as well as the parish
of St. Mary, has assured me that things are going on admirably well under the new system

generally, and in which he is borne out not only by the reports he receives from the ma-
nagers,
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nagers, but by his own personal observation. Mr. James is also the attorney of the Tharps
estates, and agrees With me in the opinion that those properties will uphold, if not increase,
their returns under. the new law. '
The exertions in Jthe preparation for crop 1837 are very general and very active, much land

has been dug and ploughed, and a great deal of manure carried out to the ratoon canes.
It is the prevailing opinion as well as my own that the crops of 1837 will exceed 1836,

in consequence of the panic at the commencement of the system, six months previous and
some months subsequent to the 1st August 1834, when the cultivation was sadly neglected.

I beg to assure your Excellenc of my continued exertions for the benefit of the appren-
tices and the good ofthe whole district, in which I have great hopes of the successful termi—
nation of the apprenticeship. A

A REPORT of Cambridge District, Western Interior, St. James’s, dated Oct. 14, 1835 :
Robert Thompson, Special Justice.

Anchovy Estate.———This estate having been only a short time under my jurisdiction, it is
impossible I could give any thing like the average facts of the feelings that subsist between
the apprentices and their masters, or the probable average of the prospect of the crops for
the ensuing year.
When I first took Charge of the estate, the appearance of the crops was miserable, the

complaints brought forward numerous, and the locking up for trivial and unlawful cases free
uent. I immediately remonstrated against the lockings up, showing the manager the

ilegality and folly of that course, and my views were immediately com lied with. I have
heard much about the teazing temper of the manager, but I must say have seen nothing
unreasonable. His apprentices are certainly among the most teazing I have ever had to deal
with, and the most notorious thieves; one whole corn piece, of a number of acres, has only
left a few uarts of corn when the manager went to take it in. They are constantly pre-
tending sic ness and running to the hospital when there is nothing the matter with them, so
that much time is lost to the estates of the hours allowed by law.
The crop, “ when I first went to the district,” was most miserable in its appearance, but

it has grown most wonderfully, and I am informed that it may be as good or a little better
than last year’s, if well got off. The complaints also are less numerous than at present, but
still plenty to have a magistrate.
Brandon Pen.—On this property I have, since I took charge of it in June, never had a

complaint before me on either side, every thing is doing well ; being principally a pen, there
is no crop worth reckoning upon; the gang is frequently worked at other properties under
the same manager.

Belvidere Estate.—The crop on this estate is one I am least able 'to give a correct opinion
concerning ; when I came to the district it looked remarkably well in some fields, in others
wretched, now those that then looked worst are much best in prospect; there will be a fair
crop in proportion, but not superior to the last, as far as I can learn. The people work
well, and are generally well treated ; sometimes the overseer is a little hasty and abusive in
his talk to them, and sometimes they are e ually perverse to him, but I have comparatively
little trouble ; frequently sentences awardeiil by me are never enforced ; when the name of a
sentence has the effect, the overseers never like punishment.

Cambridge, Scarleqfield, Q‘c.—Cambridge estate is a ruinate, where there is no crop; there
are large jobbing gangs attached to it and Scarletfield, all managed by one overseer; they
are princi ally employed on roads, other estates, or cleaning astures. There is a crop of
ginger at carletfield I am told looks very well indeed. The eehng between the manager
and people is totally good; the manager, when in a assion, is a perfect scold, but otherwme
a kind man, especially to the sick, he is a perfect fat er ; the general conduct of the apprené
tices is ood.

Chestgeqfield Pen or Settlement.——On this property there exists the best feelings between
the manager, Mr. Mackintosh, and the apprentices ; he is very kind to them Indeed, and
they work well. The crop is ginger, but not to a great extent of cultivation, It does not look
so well as to promise a good crop ; _but perhaps one cause (with or without seasons) 15 that
the_people have worked a great deal on the roads, having earned about 6001. currency to

en' master.
Comfort Hall is a mountain settlement, where there is little cultivation exce t provisions.

The gang is generally employed on estates, and I know little of them, except t at there are
few complaints -on either side. I make my visit and pass on, the manager being a very
modest, quiet young man, very much liked by his people. . ‘ _ .

Content Settlement.—This 1s a mountain settlement, the crops looking ver badly; it is
ginger ; the manager says the reason was, his plants were stolen, and he coul not manage
to get enough to make a crop. The people were very cross at one time, as I have been told,
bnt before my time ; they are not now so bad ; the manager loses a great deal, not being
Willing to be always bringing them before the magistrate. _ .

Croyden.—A pen or settlement, with few apprentices, the crop looking well _for the circum«
stances. The roprietor is very kind and mild with them, and they respect him very much ;
there are very ew complaints.
Bucket Spring Estate.—This estate bears the marks of former bad management, but the

Present crop, according to the statement of the manager, seems to promise well. The state
of feeling between the manager and the apprentices is tolerably fair at present, and not very
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many complaints. At first I was obliged to set the overseers down by severe reprimands for

insolence to myself, when judging his comrlaints, which were sometimes very foolish and

vexatious, but latterly there has been but ew. Indeed, he would need a manager to re-

late his 1- weak heart, and the people bear with him, and behave very well indeed.

Floyd’s dge.—-A small settlement; the cm , ginger, seems to offer very well; the pro-

prietor lately dead; managed by Mr. Miles an Miss Perry, administrators. Seldom any

complaints.
Ginger Hill.-—-A mountain property; the crop, ginger, promises to be very good. The

gang sometimes work at other properties and on the roads; the best state of feeling that

could be expected exists between the manager and'the people; there are no complaints when

I 0 there.
gCrlreenun'ck.—-This was formerly an estate, but has been converted into a pen and ginger

property since the rebellion. The crop romises to be very good indeed, if the seasons

coming will continue to come in ood. T e feeling of the apprentices towards the manager

was not very good; he is a man ittle suited to create good feelings, continually contriving

complaints, the most slight and trivial; “ it is most annoying;” but I have talked with the

people, and they ursue their work tolerably well.

Hazlenym h state.——The crop on this estate, according to the o inion of the manager,

will be one-tliird greater than last ear, if well taken off. The peop e, since I have known

it, behave remarkably well, consi ering circumstances, but, alas ! for the conduct of the

manager, in most cases, to them, his temper and disposition are any thing but to create

respect, his language the most abusively obscene, when he is out of humour, but still. to those

who work hard, and very hard, he sometimes gives little privileges, which induce them to get

along wonderfully.
Lapland Pen.—There is not much crop on this property, it is ginger, but will not be very

good this year, for what reason I know not. The manager is a kind, good man, and the

people, “except the children’s mothers,” behave pretty well, at least, a very good feeling

exists between them and their overseer. '

Mountpelier Estate and Pen.——The crop is splendid, offering to produce the greatest by

far since the rebellion, supposed 400 hocsheads; but, alas! the feelings and state of things

between the overseer and people “ out—flerod’s Her ” in every thing that is disagreeable.

Plumb Pen.—I have never seen the manager in this property; there is a lar e gang

attached, principally employed at Redding in Mr. Cooper’s district, and come new for

provisions and to clear pastures occasionally.
Richmond Hill Estate.—This estate has been very badly managed in times past; the

overseer came to it about three months past, and has brought it up very fast; the crop

certainly will be better than last; the peo le have had little comfort allowed by the

proprietor, and the are equally determined t ey will do but little, but act disagreeably.

They have poisone one overseer, and I tremble for this poor fellow. I give them some

terrible lectures.
Richmond Hill Settlement.—This property is man ed by a good old widow lady,

' remarkably kind and tender-hearted; she never will low a complaint, consequentl I

scarcely ever see her people. They are frequently jobbed out, and indeed mostly. I'he

little crop looks very well.
Roeham ton Estate.—This estate was doing well; the crops looking to be at least an

average fair rate. But the overseer left it suddenly, and a new one is just come, and the

Eeople seem to be determined not to behave well to him; he is a very good man, and I will

eep a good watch upon them all, so as‘not to let the crop fail.

Seven Rivers Estate.—There are some years when an estate will give a better crop than

others, owing to the manner of arranging the crop on the field in changing them; and

this is the year for this estate to produce less ; still the crop is equally as good as

they can expect. The overseer is a very just but very strict man, and the people respect

him very much.
Twyford Settlement.—This proyert is most miserably managed. I do not think they

have any crop worth speaking o : t e gangs are rinclpally jobbed out on the roads or

other estates. The feeling of the people towards e manager is not very amicable ; his

conduct to them before me is balanced like to the scales of the goddess ofjustice, with every

appearance of studied justice, but when I am gone, I am told, that, under the influence of a

little rum, his doings to them are not so very amicable ; but they do not complain.

Underwood.—The manager of this property has rented it at the commencement of this

year and is doing very well ; he treats his people very mildly, and they work honestly for

im ; they have gained him £500 currency by road labour, and his crog offers a prospect of

two thousand weight of ginger of a good quality. There are only t tee apprentices who

trouble him, they are most notorious thieves and runaways; we are annoyed much with them ;

but with the others there is no trouble whatever.
Windsor Castle Estate.—~This estate is 'rather lost in prospect as well as place in my

report. No magistrate had paid any attention to it before I came to the district; from the

lateness of taking off the last crop there was a great neglect of the early canes, and the

next crop will be most awfully behind ; they are using every nerve to get on, but it is too

late; the manager is a good man, and the people respect him, but would not work for him

were it not for the visits of the justices, which they do not like very much, but I have

never seen any thing disrespectful in their conduct, and should we have a fair chance next

ear, I am sure they will show the neither dislike the overseer nor magistrate, but will

labour for the credit of the estate, fee ing mortified not a little at being so far behind. I
n
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In the whole district combined, I think, the crop will exceed considerably last year’s, if
all things 0 on as they now promise ; the seasons have been very rainy, but upon the whole
good, and trust things will continue to mend.
Montego Bay, 20th October 183 5. (signed) Robert Thompson, _

Special Justice.
REPORT of Special Justice J. A. Dillon, for St. Ann’s, dated Retirement,

Great House, 27th October 1835.

IN obedience to the order contained in your Excellency’s circular, I have the honour to
transmit 'a list of the several estates in this district, accompanied with such' observations as
the nature of my inquiries and experience su gest, and if I cannot pledge myself to its
individual accuracy, yet my own knowledge 0% the properties, supported by the opinion of
those who have had long comparative experience, induces me to believe that the coffee cro
this year will exceed an average return, and that should the season be favourable, that bot
the quality; and quantity will e superior and abundant.

I have t e honour further to state, that the apprentices in this district are working freely
for hire; on one estate the pimento crop has been entirely got ofl‘ by Saturday labour; the
commission of such crimes as are familiar in Europe has not as yet come to my knowledge ;
absence, disobedience, neglect and petty theft comprise nearly the entire calendar of their
offences, and your Excellency may have perceived in my population return, which
exceeded 4,000 adults, that in one month only eleven punishments were inflicted ; nor has
this number been exceeded in any previous or subsequent month since my arrival in this
arish.

P I have the honour also to add, for our Lordship’s information, that although masters
exact labour rigidly, that no act of un ue severity or breach of the law has come within my
cognizance, indeed harshness of manner, though frequent, is often compensated by active
benevolence, and I am happy to assure your Excellency, that mutual good-will and for-
bearance is obviously gaining ground.

Further, I beg to state, that confidence in your Lordship’s Government is manifested by
erecting expensive works, extending plantations and forming estate roads ; the first may be
seen at Cave River, the second is general, and the third at Aboukir.

  

GENERAL REPORT on the state of Mr. Justice Pennell's District up to the
1st November 1835.—Trelawney.

'PHE special justice has every reason to express his satisfaction at the general behaviour
of the apprentices in his district ; the have shown themselves on nearly all occasions, not only
willing, but even anxious to work for fire in their own time, and have one so far on one estate in
the district as to manifest a jealousy when strangers have been admitted to work for wages on
the Friday and Saturday. The special justice has been present when they have come to
the attorney to request that such might not be allowed, as they were both capable and wit-
ling to perform the work required for the estate. The system ofworking for wages on neigh-
bouring estates when allowed to do so, may therefore be considered as established here, and
this acts as a 5 ur upon the people of any property who may be inclined to be lazy, not
liking to see otliers carrying off the money which their own industry might secure. Dig~
fling cane holes is the description of work preferred by the apprentices; the special justice
as known one man to earn twenty—five shillings in this manner in one week, receiving wages

in his own time at the rate of one halfpenny per cane hole. On one property only in
his district has the special justice heard of the people having lately refused to work for
money; but it arose from the attome , who is also overseer, giving himself no trouble about
the matter, as he could, he said, obtain jobbers and did not care about his own people. The
same overseer who has been on the property since 1806, stated that the people were working
remarkably well in their master’s time; there is at present only one estate in the district
where repeated complaints are made of insufficiency of work, the geneml conduct of .the
apprentices has been greatly improving, so much so, that there has been very little punish-
ment for the last three months, and scarcel any occasion for the whip. The people appear
to be perfectly satisfied and happy, and whlch indeed they have every reason to be, seeing
that they are all well treated by those placed in immediate authority over them, and that no
people in the world have j ustice so com letely brought to their very doors as they have ; add
to which their being now as well acquainted with their privileges as the justices themselyes;
those on large estates enjoy a great superiority and many advantages over the apprentices
belonging to small settlers. . .The special justice is not himself a Competent judge as to the state of cultivation of a
sngar estate, but from report he has every reason to believe that there at present exists very
little cause of complaint on this head, the seasons having been remarkably favourable in this
Eart of the island ; for the ensuing crop some few estates may indeed fall short from havmg
een late in taking off the last year’s crop, and this must ineyltably be the case where the

attorney or proprietor will not agree with the people for thelrextia hours, or where the
apprentices themselves shall refuse such hire ; the special justice is howeyer IdeCIdedly of
opinion, from all he can learn, that the quantity of sugar to be made in this district next year
Wlll exceed that made during the last crop.
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REPORT of Special Justice John Daughtrey, dated St. Elizabeth’s, Jamaica,
October 27th, 1835. ‘

NOTHING has occurred since my last general repert to alter the opinion then eXpressed

of the state of this district. I felt warranted at that time to pronounce it favourable, and

I' do so still. . . . . .
Where complaints are in no case evaded to lessen their number; whereJustIce Is neither

denied nor delayed; where, in fact, the magistrate’s court is litet:ally carried to almost

every man’s door, if few serious complaints are made, it may be fairly presumed that few

cases for thetn exist. This I venture to think is at least the case in the district whichI

have the honour to snperintend. All parties have become to understand the position in
which the apprenticeship systetn places them; some of them were a long time in learning
this.
The master at length feels, that fulfilling his part of the obligation he can depend upon

being supported in_ hisjust authority; and the servant, that whilst he is made to comply
with the requirements of the law, he can rely with confidence on Its protection. The con-
sequence of this, as might be expected, is a gradual but perceptible improvement in the
behaviour of both parties.
Your Excellency is already aware that my district comprises a variety of cultivation,

viz. that of sugar, coffee, pimcnto, ginger and pastures for cattle. I will fProceed briefly to
notice what I believe to be the present condition of each of these kinds 0 property, as that
perhaps will not only best indicate the actual state of labour, but afford, I conceive, the
surest ground for a conclusion with regard to the future. ‘
To begin with the most important of these sugar estates : of this kind my district

includes three only; viz. Holland, the property of the Gladstones, and Y.S. and Ipswich,
Mr. Green’s; from the overseer (antljoint attorney) of Holland, Mr. M‘Donald, a respec-
table individual, I have the assurance that their cane fields this year is fully as large as
usual, with above the average proportion of plant, and yet he has never seen the estate in
better condition at the same period, nor affording prospects of better returns. Mr. M‘Donald‘
in making this statement bears a willing testimony to the general good behaviour of the
eo le.

P Fri'om the overseer of the other sugar estates, Y. S. and Ipswich, and from Mr. Salmon
the attorney, I have acknowledgments scarcely less gratifying; those estates, they say,
have been seldom seen in better order, or more promising with regard to results. Though
on both, the field has certainly been a little reduced, it has been upon a principle of manage-
ment, and not, they assure me, from any absolute necessity arising out of a deficiency of
labour ;.for there, as well as on Holland, the plant has been this year increased, and t eir
calculation is, that by this means they shall rather enlarge than diminish the amount of_
roduce.

P It may not be quite foreign from the object of this report to observe, that the attorney
of the properties last mentioned, a very respectable and upright individual, was one of the
many who indulged at first in the most gloomy anticipations as to the effect of the change
upon general labour. He now admits that he was wrong; I wish all who thought with
him at that time had the same candour.
Of course the testimony of gentlemen in the immediate management of estates, suppos-

ing that testimony to be accurately represented, can require no confirmation. I might
otherwise observe, that among the various persons living in the neighbourhood of these
estates, or passing by them at any time onjournies, to all of whom, from one motive or
Other, their condition is an object of interest, I have never heard a single opinion in con-
tradiction of the general statement I havejust had the satisfaction to make.

Proceeding to coffee, which is at this moment ripe and ripening, I heard with regret that
the sanguine hopes which, in an earlier state of its health, were indulged as to quantity, and
which appearances at that time fully justified, are not being fully realized; of the labour of
the people engaged in its collection I have, however, not heard a single complaint, and
I have therefore reason to believe it is upon the whole satisfactory.

Referring to another description of produce, pimento, the crisis of that is the business of
picking, for nearly all beside depend upon suitable seasons, and very little upon any labour
to be bestowed by the apprentices upon the walks and groves adorned by its spontaneous
growth and its grateful foliage. I am happy to say that, with one exception, the proprietors
of the several pimento walks within my district have expressed themselves satisfied with the
manner in which the crop has been collected. The only instance of failure arose out of a
family disagreement preventing the parties jointly intrnsted from securing their usual pro-
Iriortion of jobbing labour. It deserves remark, that probably no kind of produce was
eretofore more subject to be pilfered than pimento; either by the greater vigilance which

the new system affords, or by restraints ofhigher order, these depredations have of late been
greatly checked ; and it may be mentioned, 1 think, as rather a curious fact, that on the pro-
perty where till lately I resided, VVhiteltall (not one, however, having a large pimento walk),
the quantity cured and shipped this year exceeds by four times the produce of last year—
the credit of this must, I suppose, be divided between the people and the magistrate, the
improved character of the one, and the frequent presence of the other.
Of ginger, at present a profitable article, so far from the cultivation being restricted by

the new system, or by any other cause, it has been greatly extended; several have planted
this year who had not done so before, and every one of those previouslv engaged in it have
increased their quantity. The labour which it requires is rather tedious titan oppressive.
Whatever it is, the apprentices are the parties depended upon to perform it. W i

it:
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With regard to the condition of the pens, of which in this district there are several of
considerable extent and beauty, those that have had the usual number of hands employed
upon them present their usual appearance of cleanliness and order; but in some other
instances pastures and fences have been left to comparative neglect by the transfer of
labour to the more profitable cultivation of ginger. Passers by, in ignorance of the true
cause, ascribe this change, without doubt, to the new system, and of course report it
accordingly ; in one instance, however, that of Longwood, an opposite case exists, for that
extensive pen, which the former proprietor had neglected, is now being brought into excel-
lent condition by Dr. Longmore, its present possessor, and very much by means of the
extra labour obtained by the hire ofapprentices on their own days. ’

I have thus noticed succinctly, but, lbelieve, accurately, the state of Cultivation. To
speak again, as I have done often before, of the general demeanor of the apprentices, every
month confirms me in the persuasion that they are steadily improving; that civilization,
and with it, I hope, some sense of moral obligation, are making progress among them ; but
espefiielly is this most evident in that part ofthem who are regular attendants upon divine
wors 1 .

Thepinstances have been few in which any of those who had submitted to the moral
restraint of the church or the chapel, whether under the names of inquiries, candidates,
members or what not, have been charged with serious offences; and whenever that has
been the case, instead of the efl'rontery of denial, there have been symptoms of shame, and
in some instances ready confession.
The condition of the free children is one of the most depressing circumstances connected

with our very onerous and anxious duties. In this parish alone there are between 3,000 and
4,000 ; to see these, at least a very large part of them, growing up in total ignorance, and
in habits ofindolence and dishonesty, is not a little painful and discouraging.

In dependence upon the pledge of the English Parliament, private efforts have been
suspended, and [hesitate not to say, the mischief is nearly irreparable. I cannot help
adding, that little good will be done by any plan for the improvement of this class which
does not embrace their separation from their parents, and regular employment as well as
instruction.

REPORT of Special Justice B. Edwards, dated Westmoreland,
27th October 1835.

IN compliance with the circular requiring a eneral report of the state of my district, the
industry and conduct. of the apprentices, and t eir masters’ behaviour in general, the state
of cultivation of the estates which I am to accompany, with my opinion of the prospective
returns they are likely to yield: I beg leave to state, the apprentices are generally con-
ducting themselves with propriety and industry; the masters and managers (with one or
two exceptions) appear anxious to assist the working of the system by affording the
apprentices their former allowances and indulgences; in all these instances the people are
behaving well, and complaints seldom made.
,The estates are generally in a high state of cultivation, and the crops on some of the

estates will be larger than last year’s. The cane fields are looking well.
The pimento crops are now being gathered in, and promise large returns. The coffee

crops are likely to fall short, but this is in consequence ofthe cofl'ee having been neglected,
and in most instances abandoned altogether.
The ginger crops promise to be large; this article being cultivated to a large extent in

this district.
Complaints are becoming less frequent, and the apprentices satisfied and cheerful.

 

REPORT of T. Watkin Jones, dated Rodney Hall, St. Thomas Vale,
November 1st, 1835.

So very different are the opinions extant relative to the state of the crops, the industry
of the apprentices, Ste, that it is almost impossible to gain accurate information from an
Inquiry amongst plantets, based as it generally is upon prej udice against the present
system, particularly if they be aware of the object of your inquiry; therefore a gentleman
holding the important situation of special magistrate, without the least knowledge of cane
or coffee planting, is solely left to form his own judgment from the number and nature of
cases brought before him, or from his own inexperienced glance at the fields as he rides
through his district ; however, labouring under all these disadvantages, I beg to give my
sentiments on the subject.

I do not think that the apprentices generally are performing that quantity of work in forty
hours and a half weekly which they should ; they are for the most part sullen and obstinate,
though possessed of a deal of low cunning ; so much so, that the defence offered by some
of them when brought before me was really astonishing. Coercion and determination on
the part of the special justice is certainly called for, and in many instances has had a most
salutary effect. [attribute this in a great degree to an alteration made in the system of
Working. When I first came to this parish the apprentices were worked nine hours each
day, taking the half of every Friday, or the whole of Friday alternately, with which they
seemed satisfied. To allow the apprentices three successive days, Friday, Saturday and
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Sunday every fortnight, was attended with {the worst result; they went an immense

distance from the property to which they were attached, for the purpose of seeing their

paramours, attending dances, John Canoes, §Lc. 8L0. Intemperance of this sort was the
means of many of them becoming patients In the Hot—house, and then it was deemed
advisable on the part of their attornies and overseers to work eight hours each day, allowing
the apprentice no Friday; this disconcerted and annoyed them so much, that, notwith-
standing my exposition of the law, they took the alternate Friday, and it was not before
I marched the police to a few estates and made some severe examples that they complied.
Now, I am happy to say, they are restored to a state of tranquillity and obedience, and
I have not the least doubt but the crop will be taken off as usual, either for allowances or
the paymentof money for their extra hours. The canes, at present, present a beautiful appear-
ance, as likewise the coffee trees, which perfectly justifies the anticipation of an ample
return to the planter. As to the conduct of the masters, I must in justice say that it is
kind, encouraging and indulgent. I have known some of the planters to hold out an
incentive to industry, by giving those who were diligent a certain allowance of salt fish,
thereby causing a very desirable and praiseworthy emulation amongst the apprentices. 1
think it right to state, that upon those properties where they have preserved from the com-
mencement of the apprenticeshi one uniform mode of work, the apprentices are more
satisfied, and their conduct has been better than those with whom the hours have been
changed; for the negro’s mind is not. strong enough, nor is he possessed of rationality
sufficiently, to submit tacitly to a deprivation of that to which he has hitherto been
accustomed; for what custom sanctions he considers a ri ht. I cannot conclude without

expressing my sincere pleasure at seeing the plough use most successfully in this parish
for the purpose of making cane holes; so much so, that at Harker’s Hall there is now

growing the finest and most promising piece of canes in the country planted solely with
the plough, under the direction of Horatio Stevens, Esq., the proprietor. The plough
has been equally prosperous upon Wallens, New Works, Dove Hall and Knolles’s estates,
thereby saving to an incredible extent the labour of the apprentices, and infusing into the
mind of the» almost forlorn planter an assurance that the cultivation of canes can be con-
tinued, even after the apprenticeship, with one—half the complement of labourers, and, may-
hap, one-lialf the expense.

 

REPORT of Special Justice R. J. Langrislte, dated Clarendon,
28th October 1835.

IN compliance with your Excellency’s directions, I have the honour to transmit for your
Excellency’s information, an account of the state of my district.
The new system of labour has worked far beyond the expectations of every person I

have conversed with on the subject; almost every proprietor and manager in this quarter
on my arrival set their faces decidedly against the system, and felt convinced that neither
sugar nor cofl'ee wouid possibly be cultivated under such management. One or two of
these great alarmists have not made a single complaint against an apprentice since my ar-
rival in the district, August 1834, and one I shall mention in particular, Mr. Carson of
Whitney, who has frequently declared to me, that he has never (during 13 or 14 years he
has been overseer on that estate) known the property in so flourishing a state or so forward as it
is at present. On all the sugar properties there is every appearance of a Very early and pros-
perous crop; the cane pieces are clean, showing evidently the great extent of labour. There
may be, however, some disappointment in the uantity of sugar which is at present expected
on some estates, from the circumstance of theclate excessive rains having chilled the plants;
but generally speaking, the managers expect a very superior crop to last year, and they
have every confidence in the crop being properly taken off.
On the small coffee plantations in my district the trees showed heavy crops, but the her-

ries have not ripened regularly. One property in my district, S ring Grove in Manchester,
which is very badly managed, certainly gives me much troub e, and in m diary where
complaints are inserted, they are from these small ill-managed properties. tom the vast
number of apprentices in my district, between five and six thousand, crime is astonishingly
small. The apprentices are very much improved in every way, they are very orderly, sober
people, taking them generally, discreet in their general conduct, anxious for instruction,
religious instruction particularly; but I regret to say in the whole of my large circuit, there
is but one church or proper place of worship (Lime Savanna); the congregation, almost all
black, is very large. In consequence of this only church being so great a distance from me
(12 miles), 1 have adopted the plan of reading family prayers in my house every Sunday
morning, and although this has not been generally promulgated, the negroes are happy at
the idea of attending divine worship to honour the word of God. Another good feature
in the character of the apprentice is that they are marrying, clearly showing how fully
aware they are of the impropriety of concubinage.

In my district the apprentices will not work for hire, but this does not arise from any bad
feeling. I have frequently been told by the negro, that he made more by Working his own
ground than any sum of money his overseer or manager would give him; this is evidently
the case in Clarendon. Four Paths market is well stocked every Saturday with the finest
provisions. They will not refuse their manager to work occasionally in their own time, but
they prefer being paid the time back again to money. They kee their grounds in good
order and also their houses, and better, generally speaking, than they tiid under the old systegi.

, n
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On the whole, the apprentices seem perfectly satisfied with their present condition, and the
managers on all the estates for the few hours the law allows them for labour, get the full
labour out of their apprentices.

 

Special Justice Cocking’s REPORT of his District, St. Ann’s,‘ 1st November 1835.
THE general conduct of the apprentices in my district (with some few exceptions) has

been highly exemplary, and, as regards their habits of industry and respectful deportment to
their superiors, such as to inspire. the most sanguine hopes as to the ultimate results that
will mutually accrue to their masters and themselves by a continuation of their present good
conduct; but it is essentially requisite, that a very watchful eye should be kept n on them
to prevent their relapsing again into a state of idleness and other vicious habits. rime has
greatly diminished, and the masters and managers treat the apprentices with kindness ; every
encouragement is held forth to stimulate them to work in extra hours, and very liberal wages
are paid. They are allowed in most instances every indulgence as formerly, and a decided
mutual wish to facilitate the working of the apprenticeship system is observable in both
parties.

About two months back, there was a very flattering appearance upon most estates for a
good crop, some expected to realize their last year’s crops, others more and some less; but
the weather having been for some weeks past and still continuing to be so very dry,vegeta-
tion has almost entirely ceased and the canes have been much retarded in their growth in
consequence. If the weather does not very soon change, the ensuing crops will fall off
very much ; but this unfortunate circumstance (should it occur) will be solely attributable
to the above cause and not to any bad working of the apprenticeship system. If the sea-
sonable rains were to commence immediately, it is to be hoped that the estimates of the
crops will be realized.
The estates generally are in capital order.
N. B.-—Since writing the above, the favourable seasons have commenced.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Henry Lgidlaw, dated Moneague, 28th October 1835,
t. Ann.

SINCE I had last the honour of submitting to your Excellency my report of the general
state of this district, very little alteration has taken place.

I had then the satisfaction of reporting favourably to your Excellency regarding the
general behaviour of the apprentices, and I am now enabled to state, that they continue to
conduct themselves with good order and pro riety ; and allowing for the diminution of time
under the apprenticeshi as compared wit the previous period, I have every reason to
believe that fully as mucli labour is now performed as formerly.

Com'plaints are becoming of rare occurrence upon‘ large properties, and those that are
brought forward are generally confined to individuals and not as formerly affecting the
whole gang. I may observe that where frequent complaintsfdo occur, they as often arise
from want of tact and management on the part of the overseers, as from any misconduct
of the apprentices.

In this district the people are seldom required to work for wages in their own time,
except during the coffee and pimento crops, and they have showed no indisposition to
labour and accept of what was offered to them upon these occasions.

During the pimento crop in particular, I have the gratification of assuring your Excel-
lency, that their conduct was extremely satisfactory; the crop was abundant, and was as
readily taken off as upon any former occasion. /’
At the commencement of the apprenticeship, and for some time afterwards, I experienced

considerable difficulty in the management of jobbing gangs, of which there are several in
this district, and it cannot be denied that they are placed in a much worse situation, and
exposed to far greater privations, than any other class of labourers, being almost constantly
employed invthe most laborious parts of sugar cultivation, at considerable distances from
their own homes, to which they have no opportunity of returning but at the termination of
their weekly labour.

It affords me sincere gratification, however, to be now able to state to your Excellency
that for some time past I have had no complaints against unattached labourers, and the
greater part of their managers have recently assured me that they have every reason to be
satisfied both with their general conduct and the amount of labour performed by them.

I beg leave to observe to your Excellency, in conclusion, that it appears to me that a
much better feeling than formerly existed has lately grown up between the apprentices and
their employers, which promises to be attended with the most happy results.

 

GENERAL REPORT of the State of Special Justice Charles Hawkins’s District to the
lst November 1835.——Trelawney.

THE special justice, with great pleasure and satisfaction. to himself, mentions that_the
apprentices in his district are behaving themselves in general In a most orderly and obedient
manner, and their masters appear satisfied, and treat them with kindness.
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The apprentices appear willin and anxious to work for hire in their own time, and on
mOst of the estates are so hired, in the room ofjobbers, and. express themselves dissatisfied
when jobbers are called in (Braco is the only estate of exception). On some estates the
apprentices dig from three to four hundred cane holes beyond their tasks, for which they
receive 45. 2d. per hundred holes. From the very fine rains in this quarter, the cane fields
are most luxuriant, and the planters mention themselves that they look forward to a very
fine crop, and a much larger than last year’s ; there are a few exceptions to this. Two or
three estates are much behind, this I attribute to the bad management of the person in
char e. -

TEat more kindly feelings begin to exist, I beg leave to mention, that complaints on
either side are gradually decreasing, and for the last two or three months I have had but
little occasion to punish, and those I have been under the necessity of punishing, their
crimes have not been of so serious a nature as formerly, and I look forward to the gradual
decrease of crime, and that corporal punishment in a short time will become less necessary in
keeping the apprentices to their duty.
The prospects of the return for the next year on all the estates in this district are, that

they are likely to yield a much better return than that of last year.

 

REPORT of Special Justice James Hams, dated Logan Castle, St. Thomas in the Vale,
1st November 1835.

IN reply to your Lordship’s circular, of date the 10th ult., requiring a general report of
the state of my district, I have to offer my opinion, grounded on personal observations and
general conversation with various gentlemen planters on a few points.

First, as to the industry and conduct of the apprentices, I have constantly observed with
regret the total absence of willingness on the part of the apprentices generally to labour for
their employers in the hours prescribed by law, and even with coercion performing in-
sufficient and imperfect work. A feeling of apathy and indolence seems to pervade the
"minds of the apprentices; I have endeavoured without success to discover the source from
whence this feeling springs. From inquir , however, I find that the apprentices are more
disposed to submit to authority this year t an the last, and a gradual inclination to labour
for wages on many properties begins to show itself. During last crop many of the appren—
tices on a majority of the properties cheerfully devoted their own time to the manufacture
of the produce, receiving, as a remuneration, their old usual allowances of rum, sugar,salt,
provisions, extra clothing, and also medical attendance for their free children. Still, how-
ever, on some properties, the apprentices have declined to labour in their own time in crop;
those on Charton estate have been most obstinate. On many properties the apprentices
have been asked to labour out of crop, but have refused or declined ; namely, on Bybrook,
Charton, Enfield, Spring-farm and others. On other roperties again they have been
willing to work out of crop, but they have demanded such igh wages, from 2s. 6d. toga. 4d.
each per client, that they were not employed. I must express my candid conviction, after
consideration, that in no very great len th of time from the present period, by a steady,
uniform and mild treatment on the part 0 the employer, and a firm discharge of their duties
by the special magistracy, that the employed will be brought to a proper sense ,of their
situation and of the duties incumbent on them to perform.

I am most happy, my Lord, to award the meed of praise to the masters and others placed
over the apprentices; their conduct to and treatment of the apprentices in general is kind
and considerate, frequently granting many little indulgences to their apprentices, and
evincing a disinclination to bring the apprentices forward before a magistrate for insufli-
ciency of labour, except in gross cases, if they could at all effect an amicable understanding
with them, and get them to perform any thing near a reasonable day’s work, although short
of the quantity and qualit which they should perform. In many cases I have known them
Bass over serious cases ofyneglect and improper performance of work, in hopes of their
etter conduct, which consideration and forbearance have not in general been appreciated

by the apprentices, but, on the contrary, they have strengthened themselves in their mis-
doings, until brought to the judgment—seat. In other cases I have even known some of the
owners and overseers wish to take upon themselves to forgive the apprentices the days a
part thereof sentenced to be forfeited to the property, of which I have expressed my dis-
approval, as it would have a tendency to bring the decisions of the magistrates into dis
esteem with the apprentices and others, besides theirnssuming a power which none but the
Crown can exercise, that of pardoning offenders or commuting their sentences.
Opposed to this general good feeling, I have noticed one or two gentlemen, overseers,

who are strict to mark what is done amiss, and for every trivial peccadillo bring forward
their apprentices to complain against them, in cases too of the most minor description, the
proof generally failing, or of such an unsatisfactory nature that an acquittal is recorded ;
a line of conduct the policy of which is liable to be questioned, and gives rise to discontent,
and destroys all kindly feelings between the parties, and cannot be productive of any good
result. These gentlemen, however, I am satisfied are influenced b their own anxiety that
the properties under their charge should prosper, in short, their zea is not sufficiently tem-
pered with prudence and discretion. .' '
The cultivation: of the estates, in general, appears to have been well attended to ; the canes

as well as the plants, as those destined for the approaching crop, look well and flourisiéing.
some



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 123

Some of the weak-handed estates have not that quantity of land in cultivation as usual,
and which I believe is attributable to the not being able to procure the accustom'ed jabbing.
From observing the various remarks of the gentlemen planters, I should be inclined to
form the opinion that the prospective returns of the estates will, with some few excetitions,
exceed the return of the last crops. Tullock is expected to make fifty casks increase,
Enfield a decided improvement, River-head, Thetford, Worthey-park, Swansea, ahd a
variety of others, are sanguine'of good crops from the fair prospects. There are on one or
two estates on which, either from the badness of the soil or the young plants not having
been in time properly attended to, united with the want of jobbiug, and no doubt with
other internal causes of which I have no knowledge, the crops are expected to fall short,
but‘which expectation I trust may not be realized. Every estate has already put in a cer-
tain quantity of plants, and preparing more land for the same purpose; and it is generally
expected that the fall plants will be established in the proper season.
The crops of coffee have set in with a beautiful show of fruit, justifying the anticipation

of wood crops. \
'fhe cultivation of pimento appears to be so little attended to, or rather there is so little

of that article of produce, that it does not merit a particular mention.
Not having been brought up a planter, my Lord, I labour under very great and many

disabilities in forming an opinion on subjects connected with the planting department;
and this want of knowledge, united with the very imperfect sources from whence I have
been enabled to derive information, must plead for the brevity and any inaccuracy of
my remarks in those respects; further and better acquaintance with these topics I hope in
future progressively to obtain.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Simeon Farrar, dated Haughton Grove,
27th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour herewith to forward, for your Excellency’s approval, my weekly
report of proceedings up to the present date.

I have much satisfaction in being enabled to lay before your Excellency a favourable
report of the conduct of the apprentices generally in this district; they are ilnproving,
and a better understanding between themselves and their masters is evidently showmg itself.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Thomas Davies, dated Falmouth,
November 1, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to write your Excellency an answer to your‘Lordship’s letter relative
to the state of this district,—tliatI consider it is much improved, and has been gradually
doing so since Christmas, both with regard to the apprentices, and as it appears there is an
improving feeling towards and with their masters; indeed, the diminished number of com:-
plaints on both sides is a convincing proof such is the case.
The crop, however, will be short of the last one, in consequence of the drought which

has been, viz. on Orange Valley, Kent, George’s Valley, Mayfield, Green Park, Carrick
Foyle, and Greenside estates. In the windward part of the district the seasons have been
better, and the crop will be quite equal to the last one. Mr. James Reed, overseer of
Green Park, told me the latter end of July, that the cane field in that estate was in that
cultivation to make 400 hogsheads of sugar did we get the expected seasons; last crop was
350. From the circumstance ofthe canes beginning to arrow at this early period where the
drought has been, is a convincing proof of their having been burnt up.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Walter Finlayson, District of St. James,
November 1835.

IN obedience to the circular letter of 10th October, the following report is humbly
ofl‘erecl :—
The reporter can state with confidence, that the apprentices in his district have been con-

ducting themselves with propriety, and in general have been industrious,'and working to
the satisfaction of their employers. Complaints are occasionally brought forward against
Individuals, but these are gradually diminishing in number.
There are eighteen sugar estates in the reporter’s district, most of which appear to be in

an excellent state of cultivation. Upon a number of them, the overseers describe the crops
as looking fully better than they did last year; While on others the overseers allege that
the canes are short, and will not yield so well. There is no doubt that the dryness of the
weather for some time must have materially retarded the growth of the canes; but recent
seasonable rains have made a very favourable change upon the appearance of the crops,
85pecially along the‘sea—side; and the reporter, so far as he is qualified to judge, has no
doubt that returns fully equal to those of last year will be realized on several estates; the
overseers calculate upon an increase.
Upon one or two estates the overseers act with strictness, if not also with severity, to

those under their care ; but in general their conduct is kind and correct.
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REPORT of Special Justice J. Reynolds, dated October 26th, 1835.

IN reply to a letter, dated from the King’s House, 10th instant, I have the honour to

state to your Excellency, that the apprentices throughout my district continue well dis-

posed, and that they are very anxious to obtain employment in their own time. Iam,

however, sorry to remark to your Excellency, that in many places the overseers treat the

apprentices with severity, and are upheld on .some plantations by the attornies, who ima-

gine and report accordingly, that the apprentices are not disposed to labour Wlth honesty.

I have also to state to your Excellency, that the season has been favourable to the coffee

lanters; however, the coffee ripened earlier than they calculated, and therefore throw the

blame on the apprentices for not having laboured better.

With regard to the planters, they are not desirous to give any information as to the

returns which plantations are likely to yield; but I have heard from Mr. Adlam, of War-

minster, that for many years his coffee pieces have not been so productive, and he imagines

that he will ship this year 200 tierces. I also know that every where the young planta-

tions will make very excellent returns; but in old ground these returns cannot be expected.

 

GENERAL REPORT of District. John R. Aulme, Special J ustice.

Mesquito Cove. Orchard. Williamsfield. Richmond.
Barbican. Haddington. Lower Hopewell. Fat Hog Quarter.

Maggott . Bamboo. Point. Esher.
Blue Ho e. Success. Beans. Batchelor’s Hall.

Tryall. Retrieve Old Works. Riley’s. Haughton Court.
Flint River. Georgia. Eaton. Prosper.

On all these estates the cane fields are as forward as they were last year, and little or no
variation in the produce is expected.

Round Hill. Upper Hopewell. Welcome.

The work on these estates is not so forward, which may perhaps occasion a slight diminu—

tion in the produce.
Orange Cove.

On this estate there will be a considerable falling off in the produce.

New Mills. Great Valley. Retrieve NewWorks. Kew.
These estates are very forward, and will make much better crops than last year.

The apprentices are, generally, working pretty Well, but on some estates they are working

very slow ; on two or three estates they have been working for hire, but on many they have

refused when asked. Complaints are much less numerous. Most of the estates in this dis-

trict expect to produce an average crop. A few will exceed their crops of last year, and
some will not make quite so good a crop; with regard to the yielding, generally, much will
depend upon the seasons proving favourable or not ;‘ several estates are already suffering

from the dry weather, and all the fall plant is not yet in.

 

Orange Hill, St. James, November 1, 1835.

GENERAL RETURN of the_S1'A'rz of the Dtsrmc'r under the charge of Special Justice
R. S. Cooper.
 

NAMES 0F PLACES. Prospect with reference 00 Causes to which the Managers Character of the Apprentices as per,

S E have told me the Decrease is Information of Managers, and my

U6“ STATE 1’“ CNP' attributable, and my Opinion. Opinion as exhibited at this period.

 

Bellfield - - To fall off - - - - Late period of finish- . . Good,andworkingcheer-
ing last crop, and conse- fully, and respectful to
quent delay in prepa- Managers, &c.
rations for ensuing crop.

Bogue - - - ditto - - Same causes - - - - Very good—Owner’s Re-
' . . port.

Carthagena - - -.- To Increase con- - - - - - - - Very good, working sur-
siderably. prisingly.

Catherine Hall - To fall off - - , - Samecauses asabove, - - Working cheerfully and
and in my Opinion mis- well.
management.

Catherine Mount - - - About same as - - - - - ' ditto.
_ last crop.

Fairfield - - A great increase - - - - - - - - Very good—Manager's
Report.

Flamstead - - To fall of - - - - Same causes, added - - When at work cheerful
to mismanagement of and industrious, but ad-
late Overseer. dicted to skulking in great

. . numbers in hot-house.

Fnend‘51“1’ - - - - About same as - - - - - - - Very good—Manager’:
last crop. Report.   
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NAMES 0F PLACES.

SUGAR ESTATE.

Prospect with reference to

last Crop.

Causes to which the Managers
have told me the Decrease is
attributable, and my Opinion.

Character of the Apprentices as per
Information of Managers, and my
Opinion as exhibited at this period.

 

Gilsbro’

Hampton

Irwin - -

Latium - -

Leyden - -

Newman Hall

Orange -

Pomsi - -

To fall ofi' slightly -

To fall of greatly -

Same as last crop -

A great increase -

Same as last crop -

To fall off - -

Great falling off

To fall off - -

- - Lateness, &c. of last
crop.
- - Mismanagement and
want of hands.

- - (Purling Stream in-
cluded.)

--Crop very late in
finishing, and fields
thrown back in same
ratio.
Want of hands - -

- - Lateness of last crop
&c. &c. ; part of gang
taken off to get out tim-

‘Industrious and cheerful.

- - Very good, especially
since change of Overseers.
. - Very good—Manager’s
Report.
Very good—l-ditto.

Very good—ditto.

Of late good—My Report.

- - Good, but very few
effective.
- - Industrious and civil,
but discontented, being ill
found with usual supplies.

bets for mill, &c.

Retirement - - - - To fall off con- - - Generally ascribed to Orderly and industrious.
siderably. the mismanagement of

the resident Attorney.
Spring Garden - About same as last - - - - - - - Quietly and orderly—

Manager’s Report.
Spring Mount - ditto - - - - - - - In general very good.

Sunderland - - - - Considerable in- - - - - - - - Very good; 2 3. 3d. of
crease. annual jobbing this year

saved.
- - Good; the apprentices
here are very liberally sup-
plied, and seem very com-
fortable.
Industrious and cheerful.

Unity Hall - - -- Nearly double - - - . .
the last crop.

Williamsfield - A slight falling off Lateness of crop, &c.

Worcester - - ditto - - Same cause - - Very good.    
In addition to the foregoing, I beg to remark, most of the estates have been enabled to

re air their works, &c., which absorbed a considerable portion of the labour which would
at erwise have been available in the field. I must further observe that, with the exception
of Hampton, Orange and Potosi, the sugar estates calculate that the crop after the
ensuingpne will be more than an average crop from the quantity of fall plant they are
getting m.

The conduct of the apprentices in the smaller settlements is in general very good, and those
of the pens may be considered as reported under the head of Sugar Estates, as the people
are all “ jobbed ” on such estates. The provision grounds are now universally well worked,
and the people'not only willing, but anxious to work in their own time for hire when
a fair sum is offered and honestlypaid them. Of the crops of the pens and settlements
no estimate can be formed as yet; the pimento is only just beginning to blossom,
and what may be termed the provision crop is just realized, and is to appearance very
plentiful.

0f the conduct of the masters and managers to their apprentices I cannot in general
speak so favourably as I have done in the reverse case. The_printary consideration of:
every master and manager is the quantum of labour to be obtained in the legal hours of
the work-days, and in many instances attempts are made to Increase it at the sacnficeof
the health and‘ interest of the apprentice; in a great many instances, however, the desn‘e
to obtain labour is no longer indulged at the expense of humanlty, and. I am ready to
make oath that throughout the district which I have the honour to supe’nntend, the most
humane are also the most successful managers.

The foregoing are the only points that occur to me as worthy of being reported on;
should there be any other, I crave your Lordship’s instruction.

N.B.-—-A principal cause of some of the expected failures in the coming crop is the
failure of the usual October rains, and a check thereby given to the growth of the canes.

166. NAME



JAMAICA.
——-—-

126 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

NAME of PROPERTIES, STATE of CULTIVATION and Pnomxsn in the UPPER DRY HARBOUR of
St. Ann’s, collected from personal Observation and Inquiry by Special Justice T. A. Dillon
October 1835. ’
 

 

 

NAME DESCRIPTION State of Promise NAME DESCRIPTION State of Promise
of of and of of and

ESTATES. PRODUCE. Cultivation. ESTATES. PRODUCE. Cultivation.

Alexandria - Sugar estate - - Good. Gibraltar - - Gibraltar cofi'ee plan- Good.
Aboukir . - Cofi'ee plantation . Very good. tation.
Arberthnot - Coffee plantation - Remarkably good. Hyde Park - Cofi‘ee and pen - - Very $00.1,
Annndale - Cofl'ee plantation - Good. Industry - - Cofi'ee plantation - Not so good.
Aberly - - Coffee plantation - Good. Invemess - Colfee plantation - Very good.
Boro’ Bridge - Sugar Intake - - Very good. Lime Tree Gar— Coffee plantation - Pretty good.
Burton Park - Coffee plantation - Good. den.
Ballantoy - Ballantoy sugar estate - Very good. Murro House - Cofi'ee and pen - - Very good.
Bennett’s Field - Coffee plantation - Remarkably good. Midn - - Cofi'ee plantation - Very good.
Calderwood Glen Cofi‘ee plantation - Good. Mount Neto - Cotfee plantation - Remarkably good.
Cypress - - Cypress cofi'ee planta- Good. Nutsford - Coffee plantation - As usual.

tion. Owens - - Cofiee plantation - Good.
Calodin - - Sugar estate - - Good. Rosetta - - Cofi'ee plantation - Not good.
Cave Valley - Sugar estate - - Good. Retirement - Sugar estate - - Good.
Cave River - Coffee plantation - Remarkably good. Richmond - Coffee and pen - - Very good.
Carny - - Cofiee plantation - As usual. Scarboro’ - Cofl'ee plantation - Good.
Caledonia - Coffee plantation - Very good. Summer Hill - Coffee plantation - Good.
Devon - - Cofi'ee plantation - Not so good. Southampton . Coffee and pen - - Good.
Esling - - Cofi‘ee plantation - As usual. Water Valley - Cofi'ee plantation - Good,
Greenock - Sugar estate - - Good.     

N. B.—Most of these properties grow Pimento, and have generally yielded an abundant crop, but the information being
prospective it is not included.

REPORT of Special J ustice Henry Walsh, dated Prospect Pen, Pear-tree Grove, P. 0.
October. 27th, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward your Excellency a Report of Mr. Marlton’s district as
visited by me within the past week, and beg also to enclose a letter of Mr. Charles
Stewart’s, the attorney for Baily’s estates.

It appears that the pegroes on these properties are willing and most anxious to work for
wages in their own time. and that they have offered Mr. Stewart three dollars for each free
child, and have requested that a school might be established to enable them to educate
their free children. Mr. Stewart in person informed me of the very great anxietv on the
part of the negroes to have the free children educated. Mr. C. S. told me that he had
written home on the subject ; and as such a moral and good plan has been adopted on the
part of the negroes, I sincerely hope that Mr. Stewart will not allow the example of other
attorneys, Ste. to deter him from forwarding a cause from which will be derived all the
blessings of future prosperity in this island.

I mention this circumstance to show that the negroes are not that wicked and depraved
race that some of their prejudiced enemies represent ; some very bad ones amongst them I
admit, but what could I expect from them when so depraved an example was laid before
them, and all idea of morality heretofore scouted by their masters.

Mr. Marlton’s district was reported in good order, and no complaints against the
negroes, whom I saw working in the fields as I rode through the country; they seemed
to me to be as attentive to their business as any peasantry I ever saw at home or abroad.

I have remarked that there is a fine show of both plants and ratoons throughout
St. Mary’s, and I hold no doubt of good and abundant crops next year, unless some
visitation from God.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Henry Walsh, dated Derry Police Station,
Pear-tree Grove, P. 0., October 28th, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular calling for
a report on the state of my district.

I have been now nine months in charge of my district, and after experience by frequent
visits to the estates, Ste. Ste.

I am proud to say, that the negroes have improved in every manner to meet my
expectations respecting my Sovereign and his subjects’ emancipation ; they have improved
both in morals and virtue; they have become rational on all matters connected with their
duties, and have far surpassed my first view.
They are working well under the Abolition Act, and I give my weekly reports in

roof.
p I have no doubt, under the care of Divine Providence, but this island will yet prosper
under the happiness of the British Crown. I entertain no doubt as to the island becoming
the most valuable to England, although sugar may in some degree decrease after the
apprenticeship; but it will be, and is, far beyond man’s understanding to speak to any-
certainty,——nothing impossible.
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If the negroes are kindly treated by the masters they will do any thing for them ; thev
work for wages on Saturdays on some estates, for example—Lambkin Hill Sugar Estate,
on saturday the 3d instant, the negroes dug from 100 to 160 cane holes each. Constable
Cable Tongue dug 14o cane holes, and received for his day’s work 5.9. 10d.

I find, wherever there is a steady overseer, that all goes on well, and no complaints from
any one, but wherever there is a drunkard that it is quite the contrary.
The masters have in some slight manner altered lately, but this change on their part

I attribute to your Ex'cellency’s firm and decisive manner in checking the leaders in their
opposition and disaffected loyalty towards England and her Ministers. In my opinion
the crops promise well for next year; and I speak without fear or doubt, and state, that
in my parish we have plenty of plants and ratoons down, and all is Better than we
could have expected, and instead of things falling 01?, all will vastly improve under
the apprenticeship system. The public press of this island, as well as some of its
obstinate gentry, instead of meeting the Government views, do all in their power to oppose
wisdom.
By patience and perseverance all will tend well, and I have positive reason to think

that the black population will ever appreciate England’s humanity in its real sterling
worth.

 

REPORT of Special J ustice John Odell, dated Saxham, 27th October 1835.
IN replying to the inquiries contained in your Lordship’s circular, it affords me much

satisfaction to be able to report that the tranquillity of the populous district under my
control continues uninterrupted.

I have also to state, that the complaints of managers and apprentices have been lately
much on the decrease. Of this your Lordship will have had already tolerable proof in the
perusal of some of my more recent weekly reports, and I would particularly specify that
of the 13th to the 19th inclusive, as an example; therein it will be observed, that upon
seventeen estates which I visited during my tour, not more than two cases of delinquency
on the part of the apprentices attached to them Were adduced, and even these could not
he considered of a serious character. In fact, within the space of time I refer to, no
incidental ca'se presented itself which called for corporal punishment.

In reference to the condition of the estates: in the district, I am inclined to believe
that on most of them cultivation will be found to h'ave advanced rather than retrograded,
as contrasted with the last year; and from conversations I have had with some of the
most experienced and judicious managers, as well as from my own observations, I venture
to express the opinion that should the weather, rove as seasonable as it has hitherto done,
the returns of produce will exceed those of the Il’ast crop.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Stanley Rawlinson, dated Brown's Town,
24th October 1835.

WITH reference to the circular of' 10th instant, respecting the industry and conduct of
'the apprentices and the masters, their behaviour in general, the state of cultivation of the
estates, I beg to state there is a great improvement in the industry and conduct of the
apprentices in this district, generally speaking. With respect to the masters, I cannot
give a better proofof their behaviour than by saying, I have not had a single complaint
from any one a prentice for the last four months. As to the cultivation of estates, Home
Castle, Queen ithe and Lawrence Parkhave a promise of very good crops, but it has cost
more money in hire. The remaining estates, Antrim, Dunbarton, Knapdale and Orange
Valley, have an indifferent prospect for next year.

 

REPORT of Special Justice Arthur Welch, dated Warwick, October 27, 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that this district is going on well, the cofi‘eenot coming

in very fast, owing to the weather [being unfavourable. It is a circumstance worth men-
tioning, and which I omitted in my quarterly report, that there is much less medicine used
by the negroes as apprentices than formerly, consequently less sculking from work.

 

REPORT of Special J ustice William Marlton, dated New Ramble, St. Mary’s,
‘ 24th October 1835.

. I HAVE the honour to represent to your Lordship that the apprenticed labourers generally
t_n my district have, since my last report, conducted themselves in the most orderly and
industrious manner. They have cheerfully laboured during the crop in the estate’s time,
and in their own for wages; where a good feeling exists between the apprentices and the
manager the work goes on in the best manner, and I am happy to state that such goodfeeling is becoming general.
The reparations for next year’s crop are in a very forward and promising state. Theseason as been unusually favourable; the cane fields are clean; and from all the information
have obtained, it is my opinion the returns next year will far exceed this year, should noaccident occur to the plants, and the apprentices evince the same good disposition to labourin their own time.

166. Rnpoa’r
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REPORT of Special Justice Alexander M. .M‘Leod, dated Old Harbour Market,
28th October 1835.

IN making a report in obedience to your Excellency’s commands, conveyed to me in the-

Government circular of the 10th instant, I have to state as follows :—

In regard to the industry and conduct of the apprentices, I believe both to be as good as
can reasonably be expected. Rumours, indeed, were afloat that they had come to the

resolution of not working for wages. These I utterly disbelieve; I am fully persuaded that

when crop time arrives, they will be found as willing .to be employed in extra labour as they
proved themselves the last crop.

With reSpect to the conduct of the managers, I can say with perfect confidence, that I

know of no instance in which they have endeavoured, as a body, to act unjustly towards

the negroes. Some few instances of individual misbehaviour have occurred; and those

have been particularized in my weekly returns, accompanied with the penalties which have

been inflicted on the ofl'enders. But any general disposition on the art of the managers

to ill treat those who are placed under them is nowhere to be met with in my district; and
as long as a special magistrate does his duty, any thing like tyranny or oppression within

his jurisdiction appears to me absolutely impossible.
I find myself under considerable difficulty in endeavouring to give your Excellency a

probable estimate of the next crop. In my inquiries I have had to contend with the most

contradictory information and the most irreconcilable statements. One circumstance,

however, I can state with certainty, which is, that while overseers in general are forward
in predicting a general failure, each of them says that his own particular crop is to be as

good, if not better, than that of last year; only two exceptions to this remark have

occurred in this district. Mr. Harmaford, overseer of the Whim, and Mr. Brown, over-

seer of Chateau, have candidly told me that they expect the crop of the next year on

their respective properties to show a considerable falling off. The first—mentioned manager

is one of the ablest in Jamaica, and it is his opinion that there will be, upon the whole, a

considerable diminution of crop. Nevertheless, the opinion I should form from the whole

of my inquiries would be of an opposite description; but still, from not having a planter’s

eye in my visits to the different estates, I am left in all the difficulty and doubt which, as

I have already stated, contradictory statements and irreconcilable productions must inevi-

tably produce. Under these circumstances, I still confine myself to stating to your Excel-

lency that I have as yet learned nothing which would lead me to conjecture that there will

be any considerable diminution in next year’s crop below that of the last season.

Considering the immense abstraction of labour decreed by the abolition, I hardly think

it necessary to state to your Excellency, that if next year’s crop is only nearly equal to that

of last year, the success of the apprenticeship so far must be considered as signal as ever

attended a great revolution in the industrial system of any country upon the face of the globe.

 

REPORT of Special Justice James Nolan, dated Amity Hall, Vere,
October 28, 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the 10th

instant as to the state of my district, that I feel much pleasure in stating, for the infortna-

tion of your Excellency, that a general good feeling exists between master and apprentice

in this parish. The present state of cultivation of the estates far exceeds any expectation

that could have been formed by the most sanguine abolitionist. I have no hesitation in

stating, for the information of your Excellency, that, as far as I can judge from general

experience of the past, all the estates in my district will make a larger crop thanihas been

made for some years, which the managers themselves have no hesitation whatever in stating

to me. The conduct of the apprentices is praiseworthy in most instances, and during the

hours of labour they work well and cheerfully; their general demeanour and respect to the

managers and constables placed over them is most satisfactory, and the senstble appren-

tices seem in a great measure to appreciate the boon that has been conferred on thern_by

their exempiary good conduct in performing the duties imposed on them by the Abolition

Act. On the Other hand, 'I feel it my bounden duty to state for the information of your

Excellency, that most of the managers in this district encourage the industry and good

conduct of the apprentices in every ‘way possible, by giving them the usual" allowances

that were customary previous to the lst of. August; and in most instances the tree children

have received clothing and medical attendance; the old and infirm are also taken care of.

I must not omit this opportunity of stating to your Excellency, that the female appren-

tices who were in the first instance the most troublesome and insolent, are now conducting

themselves in the most orderly manner possible, so much so, that seldom any of them are

now brought before me, except for some minor offence.

In conclusion, I beg leave to add for the information of your Excellency, from the

forward state of the cane, crop will commence some weeks earlier than last year, and I

have every hope to be enabled to make arrangements on all the estates for night—work for

adequate hire, which I have little doubt but I shall be able to accomplish to the satisfaction

of all parties. I also beg to add, for your Lordship’s information, that the Guinea corn

crop is now in the highest state of cultivation, and the favourable seasons we have had

lately indicate a mostluxuriant return.

 

REPORT
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REPORT of Special Justice S. Woolfreys, dated Villa Ocho Rios, Nov. ., 1835,.

IN obedience to your Lordship’s orders I have now to report, that in my district the
apprentices are working very well, and their conduct orderly, except in a few isolated cases,
and which must always be expected.
The conduct of their masters, in many instances which have-come under my observation,

is such as ought to create a good feeling in the minds of the apprentices towards them
and should this manifestation ofgood-will on both sides continue, 'it must operate to the
practical benefit of all concerned in the developement 0f the resources of the island.
On those properties where the nine hours’ system ofwork is carried into operation, and

the half of Fridays is allowed, I observe a great deal of contentment prevails; but on those
roperties where the master is said to work their apprentices eight hours, and not allow

the half of Friday, the people are very much dissatisfied; and the dissatisfaction appears to
be increasing, as they often allege they are cheated out of part of the dinner time and
afternoons, but which it is difiicult to prove.
The pimento crop having terminated, the prospect of the ensuing crop will depend in a

great measure on the seasons, which may prevail till March, when the blossomingr generally
commences.

In regard to the sugar estates, there are only four in my district.
I am informed that the Hartyfield yielded 50 hogsheads this year, and the next crop

is expected to be 90 or 100 hogsheads with the same hands.
Great Pond 4o hogsheads; the ensuing crap is expected to be 60 or 70 hogsheads.
Shaw Park 35 hogsheads; the expected cr0p will be 30 to 32 hogsheads.
The expectation of a falling off in the two last-mentioned properties will be on Shaw

Park. The pimento picking having encroached on the planting of the canes, and being
short-handed, there are about eight acres of cane holes dug but not planted, from the cause
assigned above.
On White River the want of sufficient strength will be the principal cause. The pens

appear to be in good condition, the pastures are clean and the walls in good order.
It is admitted by most of the planters, that the apprentices are working better this year

than they did the last, and that they are more orderly.

 

REPORT of Special Justice W. H. Sowley, dated St. Ann’s,
27th October 1835.

11‘ will be gratifying to his Excellency the Governor to learn the peaceable and quiet
demeanour of the apprentices in this district, who are performing their duties with satis-
faction to their masters and employers, insomuch that I have scarcely any complaints
(and those of no serious moment) on either side. Every thing bears a cheerful aspect,
and the cane fields are in most cases in a high state of cultivation, as far as Ican perceive,
and I am of opinion that the ensuing crops will be equal to this. Indeed, I have been led
to understand, the next year’s crop on several properties is expected to exceed the present.
 

REPORT of Special J ustice E. D. Philp, dated Westmoreland,
27th October‘1835.

I HAVE the honour of enclosing a report of the state of my district, and am happy to
acquaint your Excellency the apprentices are working cheerfully, and generally giving
much satisfaction to their managers.
With respect to their industry and general behaviour, I beg to assure your Lordship

they are much improved in both, to which 1 must add their conduct towards their masters
is highly satisfactory.
The state of the cultivation is generally forward,and it is my opinion, the twenty-six

sugar estates in my district will average a larger crop than the last. In conelusion, I beg
leave to call your Excellency’s attention to the great diminution of complaints that has
taken place since I had the honour of making the last return.
 

Behaviour State of Cultivation. Prospective Beturns likely to
Name of Estate. Industry. in general. yield.

 

Albany - i- pretty good I- very fair - forward' - - - much the sameaslastcrop.
Belleisle - - industrious - good - forward - - - much more.
Canaan - - industrious - good - forward - - . much the same.
Camp Savanna - very fair - very good forward - - . much more.
Delice - - very fair - very good very forward - -- more.
Fontabelle - - industrious - good - rather forward - - much the same.
mee - - very fair - good - rather backward - less.
Geneva - - pretty good - good - forward - . - more.
Glasgow - - industrious - very fair - forward . - - more.

. good - rather backward - much the same.
Kfng’s Valley - very fair very good forward ~ - - much the same.
LmCOln - - pretty good good - rather forward - - much the same.
Mint - - - industrious - good - rather forward - - much the same.

(continued)
1 66.
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JAECA' Name of Estate. Industry. £22223; State of Cultivation. PmIPecuvcylitigims hkely to

Midgham - - industrious - very good rather backward - less.
Moreland - - industrious - very fair forward - - - less.
Masemure - - industrious - good - forward - - - more.
Meylersfield - very fair - good - - - suffering from dry less.

weather.
Mount Eagle - very fair - good - very forward - - much more.
Negril Spots - industrious - good - backward - - less.
Nonpareil - - industrious - good - very forward . - much more.
Paul Island - very fair - good - forward - - - more.
Retreat - . industrious - good - — - suffering from dry much the same.

weather.
Retrieve . - very fair - good - rather backward - much the same.
Ridgland . - very fair - very good forward - - - more.
Springfield - industrious - very good forward - - . much the same.
Spring Garden - industrious - good - - - smilfi‘ering from dry much the same.

weat er.    
. (signed) E. D. Philp,

Spectal Justlce, Leeward District, Westmoreland.

REPORT of Special Justice Thomas M. Oliver, dated Savanna la Mar,
27th October 1835.

I HAVE the honour to enclose my report of the sugar estates in my district, which I have
collected from the different managers on each estate. The dry weather has been rather.
against some of the properties, but from the late timely showers. things are improving, and
I should say, that the crops would exceed those of last year, taking the average of the dis~
trict. As I receive no complaint as to the industry of the apprentices, I have reason to say
they are giving satisfaction, as the diminution of'ofl'ences weekly must show. We have
already commenced crop on Mesopotamla estate th'n every prospect of a good return.

 

 

h ' . . ' ' .
Name. of Estate. Industry. £23331]: State of Culuvatmn. P'°‘Pew"°yi1:$:‘m5 hkel) 1°

Amity - - very fair - good - backward - - - - prospect not so good as
last year.

Bath . - - no complaint - good -- - - backward, owing to - - will make from 130 to.
dry weather. 14.0 tons of sugar.

Blue Castle - no complaint. - good - - - backward from dry same crop as last year.
weather.

Blackheath . no complaint - good - - - backward from dry expect last year’s crop.
weather.

Blackness - - no complaint - good - - - backward from dty expect last year’s crop.
weather.

Cornwall - - no complaint - good - - - backward from dry more than last year’s crop.
‘ weather. '

Carrowena - - no complaint - good . rather backward - expect last year’s crop.
Deans V. Dry no complaint - good - rather backward - same as last year.

Works.
Deans V. Water no complaint - good - - - cane field in pretty same as last year.

Works. good order.
Friendship - - no complaint - good - - - the estate in good same as last year.

order.
Fort William - no complaint - good - - - rattoons good, fall fall ofl' a little.

plant backward.
George’s P1 no com - good - - - backward from dry same as last year.

' weather.
Mesopotamia - muchimproved good - - - forward in everyre- more than last year.

spect.
Prospect - - satisfactory - good - in fair Condition - - - every appearance of

more than lastyear’s crop.
Petersfield - - no complaint - good - cane field looking well - - prospect better than

last year, make 200 to 230
hhds.

no complaint - good - - - backward from dry fall off a little.
weather.

no complaint - good - looking well - - - - prospect fully good as
last year, will make from
280 to 300 hhds.

Three Mile River no complaint - good - - - backward from dry expect last year’s crop.
\ weather.

Roaring River

Shrewsbury      
 

(signed) Thoma: M. Oliver,
Special Justice, Westmorelan .
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REPORT of Special Justice W. A. Bell, dated Elim Great House, St. Elizabeth
November 1, 1835.

I luv: the honour to inform you that my district is perfecdy quiet and orderly; great praise
is due to both the masters and apprentices for their present adherence to the laws; to the
former, considering the absolute power they once possessed; to the latter, on account of
their want of education and newly acquired liberty on so many points not before possessed.

If the land in my district had been real sugar soil, I should have had a most favourable
report to make of the state of cultivation ; as it is, however, out of fifteen estates, half will
exceed by one-third, and some will double their last year’s crop; the other half will make
the same as last crop. Many of those are involved, which prevents exertion; there is also
a great variety of situation, as to climate, in my district; some have been favoured with
early rains, others not so; but, on the whole, I have no fear of things being worse. I should
say the worst is past; for I see they are ploughing, and, generally, have in as much plant for
next year’s crop, and in some places more than usual at this period.
The canes on weIl-managed properties are clean, and should the arrowing be delayed by

season, my district will make much more sugar than can be counted on now.
Other sorts of agriculture are improving daily; pimento walks are being opened; cofi'ee

planted, and ginger, on lands that have laid idle before; small settlers are doing better;
wages are. not regularly offered, as there is not much enterprise as yet.

 

REPORT of Special Justice W H. Alley, dated Mile Galley, 28th October 1835.
THis district, forming a very considerable portion of the parish of Manchester, is in

large cattle pens and coffee plantations. I have followed your Excellency’s orders, in
observing as minutely as possible the conduct of the working class, their behaviour to their
masters, as well as the treatment they receive. It afi'ords me great pleasure to observe,
almost generally, a very good understanding between master and apprentice; with very
few exceptions I have observed, where a uniform system, with regard to the hours of
labour, has been followed, that the apprentices work willingly, and that where task-work has
been adopted by managers, that they uniformly do their work cheerfully; and very fre-
quently, after their task is finished, they can earn from three to four shillings in working
the remainder of the day.

It is most satisfactory to observe, that the apprentices almost generally work in their
own time for hire, and that, on the whole, the state of this district is of the most promising
nature, as well in the disposition of the apprentices as in abundance of the crops.

 

REPORT of Special Justice H. Kent, dated Chester Vale, Port Royal
Mountains, 27th October 1835.

IN compliance with your Excellency’s circular of the 10th instant, to report upon the
state of the district, in respect to the conduct of the apprentices and the treatment they
receive from their masters, the state of cultivation of the several estates, and the prOSpective
returns they are likely to yield, I beg respectfully to state, that the apprentices throughout
this district seem well disposed, and I think work cheerfully, with the exception of the women,
who give much trouble in getting them to the field in the morning. The overseers,generally
speaking, conduct themselves with much forbearance, as I seldom hear ol’any acts oftyranny.
The coffee trees in this quarter do not present. a promising appearance, and the opinion

generally entertained is, that the crop will not equal one-halt" of the last got in; but I should
think it may fall short one—third.

 

REPORT of Special Justice 0. Browne, dated Mandeville, 21st October 1835.
I HAVE received your Excellency’s directions to make a general report of the state of my

district. I beg therefore to state, that I think the apprentices in general conduct them-
selves well, and certainly do as much work now in eight hours as they ever did in eight
hours before the abolitmn of slavery; I have not met any overseer who disputes this.
The masters in this district behave in a kind and conciliatory manner towards their

apprentices, giving them in mostly every instance salt and other indulgences which they
are not by law obliged to continue. They employ doctors for the free children, though
there are only one or two properties where the parents will make any arrangement with the
owners for such attendance, salt, &c. &c. served to those of free children. This is a coffee
district, and I conceive the cultivation, except on one or two properties where there are bad
managers, is in a very good. state up to this time; the returns promise to be very great this
season. In crop time I know of no instance of refusal to work in their own time. At other
periods the majority of properties do not ask them; the managers say from the wages being
too high. This I believe to be the truth, as in no instance will they work under 2 s. 6d.
currency per day. ll'offered that sum they would work cheerfully. In fact, at that rate
I believe working in their own time would be quite general. Unless they got 25. 6d. per
day, I should think they find it more profitable to work their own grounds. Your Excel-
letlcy will perceive that, in my humble opinion, refusal to Work for their masters in this dis-
trict is caused more by being better remunerated by working their grounds (which are very
fine and very extensive) than by indolence, which is the cause generally assigned.

. If not out of place, I beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the fact, that every intel-
ligent person I have spoken to on the subject agree that in these mountains coffee could
be cultivated by Europeans.

.165.
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REPORT of the STATE and Coumuon of the several ESTATES and PROPERTIES within the

District of Special Magistrate Samuel Lloyd, Parish of St. Andrew’s, lst November 1835.

 

 

NAME OF PROPERTY.
Present State of Cultivation for ensuing Crop, as also the Conduct

and Industry of the Apprentices.

 

C IAiry Castle
Belle Vue
Bel An - - -

c I

Barbican -

Bardower - -

Constant Spring -
Cedar Valley - -
Cooper Hill - -

Cherry Garden - -

Chancery Hall - -

Fair Hill - - -
Golden Spring - -
Healthy Valley - -

Happy Grove
Hermitage - -

Hall Green - -

Joppa and Keith Hall
Knowesly - -
Mullet Hall and Prospect

Moresham - -

Maverley - -
Molynes - - -

Mount Belmore -

Mount Cressy -

Mount Dakins - -

Mount Atlas - -

Mount James & Tweedside

Mount Moris - -
Mount Pelia - —
Mount Woolfrys '-

Norbrook - -

Prospect (Spalding’s)
Prospect (Parks’) -
Prospect (Yates’)

Pembroke Hall -

Rose Mountain and Struan
Castle.

Spring - - -

Swain Spring -
Stirling Castle -
Salisbury Plain

Shortwood - -

Waterhouse - -

1Temple Hall -  

PRODUCE.

Sugar - -
Colfee &Pimento
Coffee - -

Sugar - -

Coffee.

Sugar - -
Coffee - -4
Coffee& Pimento

l
Sugar - -

Sugar.

Coffee - -
Sugar - —J
Coffee & Pimento l 
Coffee & Pimento}
Cofi'ee - - l

Cofl‘ee - -

Coffee . -I
Coffee - -
Coffee - -1

Coffee.

Sugar - vi
Sugar - -1

Coffee - -

Cofi'ee - -

Coffee - -

Cofi'ee & Pimento

Cofi’ee - -

Coffee - -
Coffee - -
Coffee - -

Sugar - -

Coffee - -
Cofl'ee - -
Coffee - -

Sugar - -

Cofl'ee - -

Sugar - -

Coffee & Pimento
Cofi'ee & Pimentol
Coffee and Pro-

visions - -J
Sugar - -

Sugar - ..

Sugar - -

- - Properties in good order and forward state,
with every appearance of an increase in ensuing
crop. The apprentices have agreed to work for
wages alternate Saturdays, and are altogether im-
proved.
- - Apprentices were insubordinate, but are much
improved.

- - Properties in better order than known for some
years, with appearance of an increase in ensuing
crop. The last crops taken of were more than
the preceding. Apprentices well disposed, and
working for wages.
- - Apprentices very well disposed; chiefly jobbed
out.

-- Properties in good order, with very favour-
able appearance for ensuing crop. The appren-
tices working for wages when required, and alto-
gether improving; complaints having almost
entirely ceased.
- - Properties, owing to the weakness ofthe gangs,
as compared with the extent of cultivation, not in
a good state, although improving.
- - A jobbing gang, rather insubordinate, but
latterly improving.
- - Properties in good order and forward state;
although the present crop will be short, such is
not attributable to a loss of labour; on the con-
trary, the apprentices are well disposed.

- - Properties have made a large and increased
crop this year, and are in a good and forward state,
but greatly in want of rain.
- - A new improving property, apprentices working
task-work.
- - Gang weak for the extent of cultivation, but
well disposed.
- - Much improved under new lessee, and in a
forward state; apprentices well disposed.
- - In a forward and well managed state. No
complaint has yet been made before a special
magistrate.
- - Backward, owing to the distance the gangs
have to travel each day.
- - Properties in a forward and improving state,
with an increase of newly-cleared virgin land.
Apprentices have much improved in conduct. No
recent complaints.
- - In good order and forward state. Apprentices
well disposed. '
- - Properties in good and forward order for ensu-
ing crop. The crop now picking is a small one,

but which cannot be attributed to a falling off of
labour. Apprentices well disposed.
- - In good order and forward state.
tices well disposed.
- - Insignificant properties. Apprentices not badly

disposed.
- - In good order and forward state. Apprentices
well disposed.
- - Properties in the same order, with the same ex -

tent of cultivation as during the slave law. Ap-

prentices well disposed, and will give their own
time when required.
- - It being in contemplation to throw this pro—
perty up, it is not forward.
- - This property was very backward, but im-
proving ; apprentices also improving.
- - In a high and forward state.
much improved.

Appren-

Apprentices  
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Mr. Special Justice Fishboume’s SPECIAL REPORT.
 

Names of Estates. Acres of
Canes.

State of
Cultivation.

Expected
Crop.

Is this a good
Return, or

otherwise ? REMARKS.

 

Buff Bay River

Craigmills

Dover -

Fort Stewart

Gibraltar -

Golden Grove

Gray’s Inn

Hart Hill

lter Boreal

Osborne -

Windsor Castle

Woodstock

75

121

150

290

300

200

274

253

130

100

255 
'1 2,138

Good -

ditto -

Middling

Very good

Good -

- - Extra-
ordinarily
good.

Middling

Very good

Middling

- ditto -

- ditto -

Good - 

HM...
5O

65

95

300

300

920

300

70

242

130

125

280

 

   9:177  

Middling

- ditto -

Bad -

Bad -

Good -

Very good

- ditto -

As usual

A fair crop

Good-

Very good

Middling  

- - The people work here better
than ever they did, since the lst
August 1 834. The crop ofnext year
will be larger thanvusual.
- - The crop of next year will be
larger than usual. The people dig
cane holes on Saturday for hire.
- - There were no plants put in last
yearfor this year’s crop. The people
turn out better than any in the dis-
trict, and work well. There is no
jobbing allowed this year. Next
ylesr’s crop will be much better than
1. IS.

- - Proprietor was killed last year
from somnambulism, and much con-
fusion thus incurred. Until the pr
sent manager was appointed, I am
told the estate was badly managed.
The crop of this year will be as
large as usual, and that ofnext year
is expected to be much larger by
the overseer, who estimates it at
from 370 to 400 hhds. The cane
fielas are in excellent order.
- - This estate is in tolerable order.
A larger crop is expected next year.
The people are very liberally en-
couraged by the attorney; they
work middling only.
- - This is one of the best managed
estates in my district. The con-
dition of the cane pieces is most
excellent; the overseer says he new-
saw them look better or cleaner, no
the people work more willingly.
- - This is one of the best estates
in the parish, and is well managed.
The people work well. There are
290 hhds. made already; 208
were shipped on 1st August last,
and 330 could be made, but the
attorney desires to keep up an uni-
formity of returns. '
- - 'l'his estate makes as much sugar
now as ever, but that is small in
proportion to the labour expended
uponit. The apprentices dig cane
holes on Saturday for hire.
- - The people on this estate are
rather inclined to be turbulent, and
do not work well, yet there are no
people more kindly'treated by their
manager. It is probable there will
be 260 hhds. made. This estate
consists of upland and lowland, and
has made about the same crop for
many years.
~ - This is a superior small estate,
and makes very good crops. There
will be a larger return next year
than this. The people work un-
commonly well.
- - Well managed latterly, and will
make a larger crop than usual this
year ; and a still larger next year is
expected.
- - A hhd. to an acre is considered
in this district :1 fair average crop.
The people are working latterly
very well.

 

166.

JAMAICA.



JAMAICA.

Enclosure 2, in
No. 175.

Enclosure 3, in
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Enclosure 2, in No. 175.

PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Supplementary RETURN of PROPERTIES which have worked for HIRE.

Bybrook -
Byndloss -
Dove Hall
Dover Castle
Enfield -
Knollis -
Lemon Ridge
Mickleton -
Mulloch -

St. Thomas’a Vale.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

Berkshire Hall - St. Thomas’s Vale.
Bennett - -
Blue Mountain
Cotsworth (jobbers) -

Bybrook (Field people

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

Mill people did.)
Charlton - St. Thomas’s Vale.

 

WORKED FOR HIRE.

Mount 1(13113 - St. Thomas’s Vale.

New Works - - ditto.
Palm - - - ditto.
Pleasant Farm (for time) ditto.
Rose Hall - - ditto.
River Head - - ditto.
Recess - - - ditto.
Trenton (for allow-

ances only) - - ditto.

St. Thomas’s Vale.

ditto.
ditto.

Charlemont -
Orange Field - -
Richmond Hill - 

REFUSED.

refused, though Spring Farm

NEITHER OFFERED NOR REFUSED.

Stirling Castle - StThomas's Vale.
Swansea -
Tulloch (for allow-

ances only) -
Treadways -
Thetf'ord -
Wallens - -
Worthy Park

Rayamount -

ditto.

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

St. Thomas’s Vale.

Swansea (Coffee)
Warthy Park (fieldmen) ditto.

- St Thomas's Vale.
Stirling Castle (Field refused, but

others worked.)

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 175.

RETURN of MILES travelled and ESTATES visited in October 1835.

ditto.

 

 

   

   

                

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending TOTALS

1 October. 8 October. 15 October. 22 October. 29 October. '

, —. o w v y :1

o, zgassg~zzazgagga;§§§
E :a-EEE :g 25“? :a £52 :2 £5: 22' £5 a :1 ES‘

MAGISTRATES. g : i 8 g g i 8 g : i 8 E Z ; 8 g : i 8 g > g 8

géfigggfiiséfisgfiégiéfigg 333
zafifizfifiszfififizfififizfififis 13:33

1
Alley, W. H. - - - Domestic calamity - - 52 8 3 67 10 3 67 9 4 186 27 10
Baines, Thomas J. - 64 13 12 59 14 11 57 13 11 68 14 11 62 11 11 310 65 56

Haynes, E. D. - 50 10 8 77 22 15 36 6 2 83 14 10 95 18 12 341 70 47

Bell, W. A. - - - - Fever - - 62 15 13 117 14 8 96 22 13 66 13 9 341 64 43

131m, Henry - 45 I 13 | a - - - - - - . - - - Died 0ctobe1-1835 - - - . - - 45 13 s
Bourne, Stephen - Attends invest“ 62 7 4 84 7 3 53 | 6 4 1 68 5 267 25 9
Browne, Otway - -- Sick - - - - 111 - - - A " " - - ' ‘ ‘ - - A I” “ ,
Cooking, Ralph - 62 I 16 I 15 49 17 15- - On leave - 93 25 24 107 24 22 311 82 76
Connor, N. A. - - - 111.
Cooper, R. S. - 52 14 12 63 16 10 71 9 2 86 16 8 63 12 3 335 67 35

Daughtrey, John - 66 16 14 46 13 6 57 13 10 64 13 12 74 9 8 307 64 50
Davies, Thomas - 33 15 12 21 12 10 32 10 9 34 10 10 44 10 9 164 57 50

Dawson, James K. - - On leave - - . Fever - - 28 12 8 33 10 6 55 14 5 116 36 19
Dillon, T. A. - - 191 22 19 182 21 19 160 18 14 150 23 22 158 23 18 841 107 92

Dunne, Patrick - 69 21 12 116 14 10 52 10 4 30 8 4 84 23 14 351 76 44

Edwards, Bryan . 90 19 1 7 110 22 21 95 22 21 98 1 8 16 93 20 16 486 101 91

Farrar, Simeon - 74 18 14 57 11 8 68 17 12 74 14 13 75 18 10 348 78 57

Finlaysou, W. - 67 24 12 67 20 11 67 20 1 7 67 20 13 71 22 15 339 106 68
Fishbourne, E. E. - 44 17 12 111 22 18 53 1 2 6 98 21 13 69 21 18 375 93 67

Fitzgerald, Robert - 53 9 1 52 8 3 - No return - 64 16 7 28 3 1 197 36 12

Fyfe, A. G. — - 57 10 5 - - Leave - - - - Leave - ~ 60 16 12 58 8 6 175 34 23

Gillam, William - - On leave - - On leave - - Kingston - - Kingston - - Kin‘ ston
Gurley, John - - 63 18 16 56 12 7 56 13 10 54 9 7 21 7 1 250 59 41
Harris, James - 80 27 15 79 20 10 64 16 6 81 19 12 75 17 11 379 99 54

Hawkins, Charles - 68 19 16 76 18 13 75 14 ll 64 16 15 56 17 11 339 84 66

Hewitt, William - 52 12 7 82 12 6 31 7 6 33 9 8 100 15 12 298 55 39
Hulme, J. R. - 66 14 9 - - Fever - - 89 18 13 SB 27 19 86 18 6 329 77 47
Jones, Thomas W. - 89 25 13 56 1 6 I 1 75 9 6 60 10 8 90 13 5 370 62 33

Ke'nt, Henry - - 55 12 10 On special duty 61 8 6 55 10 4 71 14 8 242 44 2S
Ladeaw, Henry ~ 84 14 11 69 13 10 67 13 12 78 14 12 34 i 10 9 382 64 54

Lambgrt, R. S. - 83 18 13 52 18 14 48 9 4 -- Leave - - - - Leave - - 183 45 31
Langnshe, R. S. - 58 9 6 82 14 10 99 19 14 1 -- Fever - - 65 19 16 304 61 46

Lloyd, Samuel . 100 23 16 120 15 11 82 12 6 3104 19 17 110 17 16 516 86 66
Lyon, Edmund B. - 72 16 10 97 9 2 - - - - Leave | - - - - 81 10 l 250 35 13
Madam, W. F. - 74 20 6 90 15 6 - - Fever - - - - Fever - - - - Fever - - 164 35 12
Macleod, A. N. - - - Fever - - 56 17 15 16 7 4 - - Fever - - 39 10 8 l 1 l 34 27
hIoresby, Henry - 84 24 21 58 27 20 106 20 12 42 14 7 60 13 7 350 98 67
Nolan, James - - 97 22 16 85 21 15 106 20 15 98 24 22 73 17 16 459 104 84

Ody“. John - - 61 2o 11 43 16 9 22 7 3 37 17 15 - - Fever - — 163 60 38
Ollver, Thomas 111. . 106 15 13 60 12 9 84 12 8 64 12 5 106 19 17 420 70 52

chne“, R. C. - 44 9 3 - - 111 - - 64 13 9 74 18 4 42 ll 6 224 51 22

P111111, E. D. - - - (I111 leaxlrc - 93 21 17 104 24 20 105 16 14 82 15 12 384 76 63     
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RETURN of Miles travelled and Estates visited, &c.—continued. JAMAICA‘

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending
1 October. 80ctober. 15 October. 22 October. 29 October. TOTALS-

s " . ° . o . . .NAME 2% '33 5’5 E5 .2‘3’3 3’5

c 3:‘“~a?§gl§-§3‘13-5'3'§§3°”2-§s 'ij° géége-afiaégméasiéfia 236MAGISTRATES. g 'F 's g g 's ;5 8 E '5 3§ g -,. 3 8 3.: -; .5 8 E .3 s§

2§§33§i§§2§§32§§§2§§§2 $3533:rfimfiéé‘ifissfiufizfiéWEsfifis'z £1133

Pryoe,Snmuel . s2 34 27 so 37 3o 59 21 14 46 19 13 65 22 18 332 133 102
Ramsay, William - ~ - - - - ‘ - - - - - - - Fever.
Rawlinson,S.- - 47 18 13 35 11 9 44 14 ll 61 14 10 68 21 16 255 78 59
Reynolds, John - 82 13 4 70 9 5 57 7 5 55 6 2 81 9 7 345 44 23
Sowley,W. 11. - 69 15 11 69 16 12 51 12 s 97 29 21 67 23 19 373 95 71
St.John,Richa1-d - 68 10 8 - Fever - 107 26 21 36 5 5116 19 14 327 59 48
Stares, Thomas - - - - - - - - Died 10th October 1835.
Th0mas,J.R. - 55 17 10 69 11 6 74 18 11 95 1s 12 57 15 9 350 79 4s
Thompson,Robert - 73 14 10 49 10 6 66 12 7 43 11 1 45 14 7 276 61 31Walsh, Henry - - Fever - . Fever - 7o 26 20 95 23 22 130 25 20 295 74 62
Welch,A1-thur - 106 26 22116 22 19 104 27 26 76 19 19110 14 13 512 108 99
Willis,George - 75 22 12 63 11 5 78 13 6 77 12 4 74 s 4 367 66 31
Woomys, John - 95 34 29 68 21 14 91 25 13100 34 24 99 26 13 453 140 103
me,mchnd --.----------------------97 2316 97 23 16

TOTAL - - - 15,934 2,041 1,414

—No. 176.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing-street, 24th Dec. 1835. No. 175.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 4th November, enclosing copies of
letters which your Lordship had recently received from the special justices
in Jamaica.

I have again to offer to your Lordship the thanks of His Majesty’s Government
for the pains which you have taken to put them in possession from authentic
sources of the fullest information as to the present state and the future pros-
pects of the colony as connected with the apprenticeship system. I have
perused the statements of the special justices with much interest, and on the
Whole with great satisfaction. Their active and regular discharge of their
arduous duties entitle them as a body to the highest approbation, and I rejoice
to observe a growing improvement in the habits and dispositions of the appren- '
tices, an improvement Which I cannot but attribute in a great measure to the
impartial, firm and watchful administration of the law on the part of those
under whose superintendence they are placed.

I have read with regret the account given by several of the special magis-
trates of the melancholy want of the means of education and religious instruc-
tion in some districts. Your Lordship has already been informed of the pre-
liminary measures which have been taken by His Majesty’s Government to
remedy this evil in the appropriation of the Parliamentary Grant of_ 25,0091.
for negro education. I am happy to find that several of the societ1esw1th wh1ch
I have been in communication are prepared immediately to apply cons1derable
sums to the object, in addition to those which have hitherto been expended by
them for a similar purpose. 'A large portion of the sum of 20,0001., voted
towards the erection of school-houses, has been already appropriated for spe-
cific school-houses throughout the West India colonies in connexion with one or
other of the societies in question, and the appropriation of the remainder is
only delayed by the want Of sufficient precise information on the part of some
of the societies to enable them to apply immediately for a portion of 1t. . .
The success of any measures however for a complete remedy of_ the ex1st1ng

deficiency must depend in a great measure on individual exertions 1n the colony,
and I have derived much satisfaction from the statement of the efforts made
by several of the special justices to extend so far as they were able the means
of instruction both to adults and children within their respective dlstrlcts.
Your Lordship will convey to them the thanks of His Majesty’s Government for
their conduct in this respect.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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No. 178.
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i136 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

—No. 177.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 18th November 1835.

IN making to your Lordship my usual report by each packet on the general
state of the island, I have to repeat all my former favourable assurances.

I am happy however at being able confidently to assert that a most decided
change has taken place lately in public feeling as to the success of the present
system ; a more favourable idea is entertained now respecting it than has here-
tofore been the case, and speculation seems to be afloat. ' I have had a hand-
some offer for an estate in Chancery, to the amount of 15,000l. (Which, however,
I do not mean to accept), the whole money to be paid down in a twelvemonth.

Several persons are making preparations for emigration ; besides the three
great interior towns of Altamont, Seaford and Middlesex, which are in progress
(all of which, however, excepting Seaford, very slowly), the Hon. Mr. Salmon:
one of the council, is preparing for the reception of 200 settlers on his private
account. He is, I hear, building a great number of houses on a fine healthy
mountain, and expects to realize a handsome sum by the cultivation of coffee
With white people after the apprenticeship shall have ceased. I think that his
plan may be found Ultimately very beneficial to the colony.

 

-—No. 178.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 2lst November 1835.

I HAVE the honour to send to you a ccpy of a message which I deemed it proper

to send down to the House of ASSembly relative to the mistakes made in the

Returns of the export of produce for the years 1834 and 1835.

 

Enclosure in No. 178.

Mr. Speaker,

I AM commanded by his Excellency the Governor to lay before the House an amended

comparative Return of Exports of Sugar and Rum for twelve months, terminating the

ast August1834 and 1st August 1835.

The Returns received from the officers of Customs, made up to the 151’. of July in those

years, and upon which his Excellency founded his statement of the apparent falling off of

4,444 hogsheads, exclusive ofAnnotta Bay, have turned out to be in several instances so in-

correct as to compel him to report the matter to His Majesty's Government.

His Excellency having noticed in the public prints a Return for the periods ending

lst August 1834 and 1835, which he was informed by the principal officers of Customs had

been furnished by them to the Commissioners of Accounts, and finding that it differed with

the previous Returns in his possession, as relates to the year 1834, in 5,2 57 hogsheads, and

having since discovered that there was an omission even in that account of 3,157 hogsheads

for 1835, has deemed it expedient to put the Assembly in possession of a correct statement,

as far as he has at least been enabled to procure it from those officers, in order that the

House may be aware of the real amount of the deficiency of the crop; the diminution in

the exports for 1835 appearing to be 8,221 hogsheads, 1,357 tierces and 109 barrels of

sugar, and 3,640 puncheons of rum, or about one-tenth compared with the former year.

 

Port
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. 7 JAMAICA
Pon of Kingston, AIV AGGREGATE RETURN from the several Ports of SUGAR and RUM: —— ‘

Jamaica. the Grow1h, Produce and Mannfz-xclure of the Island of Jamaica, exe
ported 1n the year ending 15: August 1834, as compared with the year ending lst August
1835. '
 

 

 

 

 

Year ending lst August 1834. Year ending In August 1835.

P O R. T S.
SUGAR. RUM. SUGAR. RUM.

Hogsheada. Tiaras. Barrels. P'uncheons. Hogsheuds. Tiercu. Barrels. I’tmcheom.

Kingston - - - 18,491 1,214 1,570 8,128 16,703 1,301 1,722 5,813

Morant Bay and Port 6,863 1,271 71 1,922 6,693 1,223 223 2,391
Moram.

Port Antonio - - 2,190 282 131 704 1,690 320 75 457

Port MariascAnnotta 11,487 1,215 112 3,902 9,724 428 10 3,703
Bay.

St. Ann’s Bay - - 4,172 411 141 1,078 4,301 445 22 1,370

Falmouth 8:. Rio Bueno 1 1,1 79 1,291 233 4,246 1 0,9 52 1,344 290 4,2 1 5

Montego Bay - - 9,975 1,712 786 5,499 10,036 1,539 724 5,767

Lucea. - — — 7,225 653 1 45 2,388 5,522 461 30 1 ,685

Savanna la Mar and 7,883 1,210 42 2,809 5,623 841 26 1,635
Black River.
 

TOTAL for year '1 ,endedIAugJSMJ 79,465 9,239 3,231 30,676 71,244 7.902 3,122 27,036

TOTALforyear
endedlAug.1835} 71’244 7’9” 3’1“ 27’036 — _ _ I _
 

DECREASE intheyear
ended1Aug.1835 8'2“ 1:357 109 3,640 — _ __ __         

(signed) D. M‘Dowall Grant, Collf;
Custom House, Kingston, Jamaicafl~ J. G. Swainson, Compl".

19th Sept. 1835. J

 

—No. 179.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, No. 179
My Lord, 28th November 1835. '

THINKING that probably your Lordship may find it cpnvenient to have on a
sheet of paper the rate of wages which have been pad to and accepted by
the apprentices, I have the honour to enclose you an abstract.

I have, 810.
(signed) Sligo.

 

66.
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JAMAICA.

Enclosure in No. 179.

Enclosure in RATE of WAGES in Jamaica.

No. 179. M

MAGISTRATE. DATE. --——- -__._

R. S. Haley, Cla- 16 July Ashley, 10 d. for each six Dankes, 2 s. 1 d. for twelve
rendon. 1835. hours. hours; 1 s. 8 d. for Saturday

Mullet Hall, 2 d. per hour. of nine hours.
Retreat, 25. 1 d. for twelve hours, New Ground, 10 (l. for five
and 1 s. 8 d. for Saturday of hours, and 1 s. 8 d. for Satur-
nine hours. day of nine hours.

Rose Hill, 4. s. 2 d. for five days, Beckford’s Rock River, 2 s. 1 d.
of six hours each. for twelve hours, and 1 s. 8 d.

for Saturday of nine hours.

Henry Blake, St. July 1835 Wheelersfield, 2 (1. per hour. Hordney, 2 d. per hour.
Thomas in the . Amity Hall, 2 11. per hour. Holland, 211. per hour, and some-
East. Golden Grove, 2 d. per hour, times 1 3. 8d. er day.

and sometimes 1 s. 8 d.per day. Winchester, 1 3. 5d. per day.
Plantain Garden River, 2 (1. per Rhine, 2 d. per hour to each of

hour. the boilermen.
Potosi, 2 d. per hour to each of

the boilermen.

Henry Kent, Port July 1835 Clydesdale, picking coffee 10 d. Industry, picking coffee, 10 (1.
Royal. per bushel. per bushel.

Robertsfield, 1 s. 8 d. per day. Berwick, 10 d. per bushel for
Mount Charles, 10 d. per bushel picking coffee.

for picking coffee. Green Valley, 1 s. 7&1}. per day,
Lower Lucky Valley, 11b. of and 10 shads per month.

fish per hour. .

Edmund B. Lyon, 8 July 1835 Buckingham, 2 (1. per hour, Old Monckland, 1c. 8d. er day.
St. Thomas m thd and 1 s. 8 d. for sixteen hours Garbraud Hall, 1 s. d. for
East. during crop ; weeded andtumed sixteen hours during crop.

trash on eight acres of cane, at Green Wall, 2 s. 6 a'. each per
25:. per acre. " week for night-work to able

Serge Island, 1 s. 8 d. for sixteen people; second class, 1 s. 3 d.;
hours during crop. children, 1011.

Creighton Hall, 2:. 6d. per John's Valley, ditto, ditto.
week for night-work to able Belvidere, 2; d. per hour.
people ; second class 1 s. 3 11., Newfield, 3 .9. 4d. per month for
children 10 (1. half Fridays.

Lloyd’s ditto - ditto. New Monckland, 1 s. 8 (I. per
Mont Pelier, 1 s. 8 d. per night day.

for single spell.

William F. Marl- 30 June Union, 1 s. 8 (I. per day. Eden, salt provisions for four
ton, St. Mary’s. 1835. Albion, 3:. 4d. for 90 cane- hours and a half.

holes. Crescent, 1 s. 8 (1., 2 s. l d . to
Ramble, 1 s. 8 [1. per day of ten 2 s. 6 d. per day.

hours for six months.

Donald M‘Gregor, July 1835 Seaman’s Valley, 68. 3 d. for Golden Vale, 5:. for every five
Portland. every five days in crop. days in crop.

Williamsfield, 5.9. for ditto. Bogg, 6 s. 3 d. for ditto.
Shotover, 68. 3 d. for ditto. Anchovy Valley, a few work at

2 (1. per hour. .

Ralph Cooking, 23 July Content, 4.3. 2 d. per 100, for Hampden, 3s. 4. d. per 100, for
St. James’s. 1835. digging cane-holes. digging cane-holes.   
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RATE of WAGES in Jamaica -—continued.
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

MAGISTRATE. DATE. -——-— ._—._

.—.———-—-——- L—..«- ———- —.-4

Robert Thompson, 17 August R0 ehampton, 7 I. 10 3. per
St. James‘s. 1835. acre for digging canc-holes.

Richard Daly, 28 Oct. The apprentices have under-
St. James's. 1835. taken large jobs, and although

they have made good hire, the
proprietors have saved at the
rates of nearly 31. per acre.

Arthur Welch, 30 June Kinsworth, 2 s. 6 (I. per day. Lava, - 2 s. 6 d. per day.
Manchester. 1835. Hermitage, - 2 s. 6 rl. ditto. Lancaster, - 2 s. 6 d. ditto.

Warwick, - 2 s. 6 d. ditto. Coco Walk, 2 s. 6 d. ditto.
Great Valley, 2 s. 6 d. ditto. Smithfield, 2 s. 6 d. ditto.
Woodlands, - 2 s. 6 d. ditto. Stone’s Hope, 2 s. 6 d. ditto.
Far I'lnough, 2 s. 6 d. ditto. New Forest, 2 s. 6 d. ditto.

31 Oct. 33. 4d. per barrel
for picking cufl‘ee.

David Finlayson, 28 February Blue Hole, 1—; (I. per hour. Cinnamon Hill, 2 s. 1 (I. per day.
St. James’s. 1835. Cornwall, 2s. 1 d. per day. Crawle, 2 (1. per hour.

East Hams, 2 (1. per hour. Glasgow, 1% (1. per hour.
Hartfield, 194d. per hour. Iron Shore, 1.}; (I. per hour.
Kirkpatrick Hall, 1%(1’. per hour. Lilliput, 2 d. per hour.
Leogan, 1% d. per hour. Millennium Hall, 2 d. and 1} d.
Moor Park, 1.1311. per hour. per hour.
Providence, 2d. per hour. Paisley, léd. per hour.
Rose Hall, 5s. per week, if they Palmyra, 2 (I. per hour.
make ten hogsheads of sugar. Running Gut, 5 3. per week.

Spring, 1M. per hour. Spot Valley, 1;- d. per hour.
Success, 2 d. per hour. Tryall, 15‘; 41. per hour.
Windsor Lodge, 1% d. per hour.

Patrick Dunne, 1 Sept. Richmond Vale, 2s. 6d. per May Hall, 23. 1 (I. per day.
St. David’s. 1835. day. Minto, 2 s. 6 d. per day.

Manheim, 2 s. 1 d. per day. Clifton, 13. 611. per day.

William A. Bell, July 1835. Barton, 1 3. 8d. per day. Lancaster, six or seven henings.
St. Elizabeth. Mexico, 1 s. 8 d. per day. Oxford, 1 .9. 3d. per day.

Union, 1 s. 8 (1. per day. White Hall, 1 s. 8 (I. per day.

Bryan Edwards. 28 July Bog, 213. per hogshead of sugar. Bushy Park, 1 s. 8 d. per day.
Westmoreland. 1835. Durliston, scraping ginger, at Grandale, 1 (I. per hour during

2 s. 1 11. per 301bs. crop.
Glenhamia, 1 s. 8 d. per day. aneton, 1 s. 8 d. per day.
Lennox, 1 s. 8 d. per day. 01d Shafston, 2s. 1 d. for scraping
Orange Grove, 2 s. 1 d. for 301bs. ginger.

scraping golbs. ginger. Riclhmond Lodge, 1 3. 8d. per
( ay. .

' 1
James Hains, St. 22 October Byndlass, 2 s. 1 (I. for able 1 Knollis, usual allowances of salt
Thomas in the 1835. hands ; 1 3. —.§, d. for others. provisions.
Vale. Tullock, usual allowances O_f salt

provisions.

William Hewitt, 27 October The apprentices in this parish
St. George's. 1835. keep the mill about daily for

four hours, at 1011., the expense
of this is from 6 s. 8 d. to
1 3 s. 4 :1. per hogshead, accord-
ing to the quantity made per
hour.

1 66..
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Charles Hawkins, 1 Nov. — 4:. 2 d. per 100 cane-holes*; ' id. for each cane-hole.

R. C. Pennell, 300 to 400 dug over and

Samuel Pryce, above their task in a week.
Trelawny.

634. cane-holes dug for 32 s. 11 d.
The charge of jobbing is 81
per acre, and the apprentices
dig for 51. viz., 2,722 at £11.,
5 l. 13 3. 5d.

W. H. Alley - 28 Oct. After finishing taskwork, the
1835. apprentices earn from 3 s. 6 d.

to 43. in working the remainder
of the day.

Informant, the Hon. 6 August 9 Knights, 4. s. 2 d. per 100 cane-
A. Bravo, Custos 1834. holes offour feet square each.
of Clarendon. :

I   
   

—-No. 180.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 28th November 1835.

IN making to your lordship my usual general Report on the state of the
Island, I have, in consequence of the recent Despatch of the last packet, little
to add.

I have been in conversation with very many of the country gentlemen since
they have come up to the Assembly, and to the races here (which have been
going on during the last week), and I have not had a dissentient opinion given
to me. All agree in saying that things are all now going on vastly beyond cal-
culation, better than a short time ago; speculations are riper, the system of
working for wages appears to be becoming general, at least I have heard no one
complain of the reverse. This I consider a great triumph, and an omen which
promises favourable things. I took an opportunity of showing to two Members
of Assembly, influential men, my recent Magisterial Reports, for the purpose of
justifying my opinions, and they have admitted that they have fully borne me
out in my assertions. That matters will continue in this pleasant manner is
not to be expected; alarm is easily taken, and in a country where the feelings
are so easily excitable, I should not be surprised at a total change of opinion
occurring any day. It is not, therefore, to be understood, that I can give your
Lordship any hopes of uninterrupted good humour, or that occasional clouds
will not appear: I am, however, warranted in saying that since I have been
here, the feeling has not been so favourable as at present.

I think that a great change has also taken place in the feelings as to the
management of properties. There does not appear now to be that anxiety for
corporal punishment which its prevalence for so many years had caused them
at first to think indispensable.

It is said that a great increase of crime has taken place since the Abolition;
my impression is, that this is not the fact, for though the cases adjudged in
open court are much multiplied, I think that the same number of offences were
before committed, but that they were punished on the estates in a summary
manner, and no public notice taken of them; I therefore do not on the whole
think that the number of offences has increased ; the public notice is more called
’to them. I know of more than one instance of overseers having been dismissed
for cruel and improper conduct, and, in short, I feel that I am fully warranted
in making this Report one of a favourable nature, though I think it not at all
improbable; but that I may not be able to make similar ones on all occasions in
future; the balance however I feel assured will be of a pleasant nature.
 

Enclosure
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RETURN of Mums TRAVELLED and Esnms vxsrrnn.

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending W T 01' A L 8
5th November 1835. 12th November 1835- 19111 November 1835 26th November 1835. ' '

N A M E s . 3 _
of E .3: Esiates 3 '3 Esll‘ates "3:: .3 Esrtes E, 1?; Estate: '55: 29'. Esltates13 3;: Iere 3 .. w ere = .1: w: '3 .,.. 1| = ....

STRA T ES 5 ‘3 mm g '5 there 83 'E thee: ;: -E 13;: E -‘-3 ‘33::MA61 ' a 3 are no u 3 are 110 5 3 are no :1 3 are no 5 3 "e “0:3 E 09'“- ,g E Cem- g E Com- 23 3 Com- 5;: 3 Com-2 a plamts. 2 r3 plulnts. 2 ‘3 plaints. .2" a plainls, g ‘3 plain".

Alley, W. H. - ' 96 11 9 55 6 2 - - . - - On leave, - - - - 151 17 11
Baines, T. J. - - - 77 1 1 9 65 12 9 84. . 15 12 58 11 11 284 4.9 4.1Baynes, C. D - - 56 13 11 - - Ill - - - - Ill - - 86 18 13 142 31 24.Bell, W.SA- 1; - - 2‘3 3 4 93 1; 1: 780 118 n 74 :3 13 299 56 4oBourne, tep en - - 5 n eave - - - - . 92 11 7Bmwpe, Otway - - 100 20 17 86 2o 17 108 29 23 g 77 2o 18 371 89 75Cocklng, Ralph - - - - - - On leave 3 - - ‘- - 82 23 19 79 28 24 161 51 43
Connor, N. A. - - - - - - - Dangerously 111—not expected to recover.
Cooper, R. S. - - 65 1 1 5 7o 13 40 1o 82 17 13 257 51 32Daughtrey, John - - 63 lo 9 63 12 {O 49 1 1 5 7° 13 1 1 250 46 35Davies, Thomas - - 36 15 1 1 Wlmess at Asslzes 36 14 10 33 14. 13 105 43 34.Dawson, J. K. - - 54 19 14 40 l7 13 57 1-2 lo 47 17 13 198 65 50Dillon, T. 11.- - - 52 9 8 141 21 19 63 1 1 9 45 21 18 401 62 54.Dunne, Pamck - - 7o 16 7 76 19 . 13 86 17 | 12 81 22 16 313 74. 48
Edwards, Bryan - - 129 13 18 - - Died on the 13th day of November - ! . - 129 23 18
Ewart, David - - - - - - - - - Appomted - - - I - - No return yet received.Facey, }S{ B. - - .6 - - - - . 17g 29 24 111 19 16 127 26 21 4151; 74 61
Farm, imeon - - 4 19 14 5 1 2 92 21 14. 94 13 10 30 "1 4o
Finlayson, William - 67 2o 1 1 68 2 1 15 68. 22 14 55 18 1 1 258 81 51
Fishbourne, E. E. - - 7 19 11 55 1o ' 8 - 0n leavé - 74. . 18 10 205 47 29Fitzgerald, Robert - - - - lll - - - - D1ed on the 7111 day of November.
Fyfe, A. G. - - - 60 14 9 4.2 8 6 I 59 12 9 4.8 7 4 209 4.1 28
Gurley, Jghr} - - 78 15 7 55 12 . 8 . 5o 16 10 59 1o 6 24.2 53 31
Gillam, W 1111am . - - - - - - - Actmg 1n Kmgston for Captam Connor.
Hamilton, Cheney - - — - - - - Commenced duty - 98 14. 12 95 24. 22 193 38 34.Hams', James - - 75 17 7 61 18 9 83 18 9 83 19 12 302 72 37anwrswaligrles - - 7 1 22 1 7 62 2o 14 73113 2 (1; 1 a 4.3 1 g 1 2 24673 7g 60em , 1 1am - - ~ 11 9 4 1 53 5 25 1 3 24.Higgins, George 0. - -l - - - - Commenced duty - 52 11 8 111 27 23 163 38 31Hulme, J. R. - - - 79 25 21 96 21 16 105 34 27 74 17 n 354 97 75‘Jones, T. W. - - 64. 1 1 1o 96 15 7 54. 9 9 81 14. 7 295 49 33Kept, Henry - - - 109 5 3 89 2o 14. 72 16 12 85 28 23 355 69 52Imdlaw, Henry - - 15 12 94. 15 12 8o 15 .12 87 17 14 31 1 62 5oLambgrt, R. S. - - - On leave - 63 17 14 67 21 15. 81 24 15 21 1 62 44.Langnshe, R. J. ~ - - - - - - - - - - On leave on account of dlness.
Lloyd, Samuel - - 90 15 1 3 124. 24. 14 78 19 ' 15 88 16 1 1 380 74. 43Lyon, Edmund B. . - 71 1 8 6 73 1 1 5 68 1 1 4. 98 15 7 310 55 22Marlton, W. F. - — 61 11 6 65 8 2 '85 2o 12 49 4 3 260 35 23M‘Leod, A. N. - - 38 16 6 4.8 1 2 4. 46 1 5 2 3 1 1 1 6 1 63 54. 18Mqresby, Henry - - 65 28 24, 62 16 1o 82 31 25 43 1 1 6 252 86 6513311:),JJ41mes - - 90 :1: 18 90 O 25 19 87 2o 18 76 22 18 343 78 ‘73e , o n - - - - - - - - n eave.
Oliver, Thomas M. - 64 10 8 4.8 9 7 62 1 2 1o 86 13 1 1 260 4.4. 36Pepnell, R. C. - - 62 12 9 77 13 8 68 13 8 56 10 5 263 38 3oPlnlp, E. I). - - - 106 23 19 51 16 13 112 29 22 104 37 30 373 105 84.firyce, Saga?! - ~ 72 3o 26 46 15 10P .52 :3 :18d 1 67 35 30 237 303 84amsay, 1 1am - - - . - - . - - - - - - o1ce an spec1 uy. .Rawlinson, S. - - 59 1 8 16 7o 22 1 7 55 1 8 1 8 47 15 1 2 231 73 63Reynolds, John - - 108 15 3 7 72 16 14. 74 9 5 86 12 6 340 52 28Sowley, W..H. - - ' 89 23 21 66 20 15 104 29 25 67 17 14. 326 89 75St. John, R1chard - - 66 14 1o 83 17 13 87 18 13 111 17. 12 347 66 48Thomas, J. R. - - 57 12 7 60 16 13 52 8 6 - Accld em - 169 36 26Thompson, Robert - 43 9 5 95 14 9 46 12 4 42 9 226 4+ 26Walsh, Henry . . 94. 18 1o 54. 17 12 62 15 1 1 56 15 12 266 65 45{£51196 Arthur - - 84 25 19 1 10 3o 29 92 1 8 1 8 4o 1 1 1 1 326 84. 77W1 1s, George - - 79 11 5 93 15 9 - - Ill - - - - Ill - - 172 267 14.oolfrys, John - - 44 12 9 12 5 2 67 16 12 154. 39 33 277 72 56

TOTAL - - - 13,013 3,115 2,128   
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——No. 181.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 5th December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to a message sent to me on the 18th.

November, inserted page 72 of the printed Votes of Assembly on the subject of
education, and my reply thereto in page 82, as well as to a further message sent

down on the 26th November, on the same subject, inserted at page 118. I trust
you Will approve of both of my messages.

Mr. Manderson of St. James’s had given notice of a motion on the subject of
education, and his doing so has prevented Mr. Osborne of St. Andrew’s from
proceeding With one, as he had announced his intention of doing.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 181.

EXTRACT from the Printed Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, page 72.

Martis, 17 Novembris 1835.

Ordered,——That the following message. be sent to his Excellency the Governor:

May it please your Excellency,
WE are ordered by the House to waiton your Excellency, and to request that your Excel-

lency will be pleased to put the House in possession of all such information as your Excel-

lency may have received of the measures intended to be pursued by His Majesty’s Govern—

ment, to provide for the moral and religious instruction of the labouring population.

The House, in soliciting this information, beg to state that the resolutions with which the

imperial Parliament introduced the Bill by which slavery. in the British Colonies was

declared to be abolished, included a pledge to provide for the instruction of the emancipated

population of the Colonies on liberal and comprehensive principles.
The House, alive to the importance of early adopting measures by which the moral and

religious wants of the people may be adequately provided for by some legislative enact-

ment, is anxious to learn how far His Majesty’s Government may be prepared to make the

necessary endowments for the establishment of district schools, that the inquiries to be

instituted by the House into the wants of' the community, and into the best measures to be

adopted for meeting those wants, may be directed by the views which His Majesty’s

Government may have taken of the subject, and the nature of the provision they may be
prepared with to meet it.

 

EXTRACT from the Printed Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, page 82.

J ovis, 19 Novembris 1835.

Message from his Excellency the Governor by his Secretary, as follows :

Mr. Speaker,
I AM commanded by his Excellency the Governor to inform the House, that he has

received their message on the subject of education, and that, it being one of peculiar inter-

est to himseif, it would have afforded him the greatest gratification had he been able to

make to them a satisfactory reply.
Previous to his Excellency leaving England, a plan for general education in this island,

then in agitation, was submitted to him, and from what passed in a personal interview with

the Secretary of State, he deemed himseifauthorized to take the first opportunity, after his
arrival, of making it known that such was the case.
No official announcement of the sort has been since made to him, a circumstance which,

knowing the anxiety of the present administration on the subject of education generally,

he cannot but attribute to the many changes that have occurred during that period in the

Colonial Office.
Some communications which have taken place during the last summer, in the course of

which his Excellency sent home his own views on this important subject, induce him to
think that the matter has been undergoing serious consideration, and that, to the want of
sufiicient information, on which to form a plan likely to be successful, is to be attributed

the delay which has been complained of. The presence, however, of the Bishop of Jamaiea
in England may be expected materially to overcome any such difficulty.

It is not for his Excellency to dictate to the House the course for them to pursue, but in
the anxious hope of forwarding the object in question, he would suggest that nothing is

so likely to promote it as some enactment of the Legislature of this Colony, laying down a
comprehensive plan whereby no distinction shall be made as to sect or colour, and passing

it
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'it into a law. Should such a law be passed, his Excellency, without, however, having any
authority to give more than his own private opinion as to the intentions of Government,
imagines that immediate assistance would be afforded by the mother countr , as such a
preparatory step on the part of: the Colony would prove the interest felt here for the accom-
plishment of this desurable obJect, even though the provision for giving it effect should
become the subject of future consideration.

His Excellency will take the earliest opportunity of communicating to the British
Government the message he has received. He will be most happy also to attend _to any
further expression of the feelings of the House on this point, and give the most heart
co-operation in a measure which has engrossed much of his thoughts, andehich he fully
agrees with the House in thinking to be of the greatest consequence to the future prosperity
of Jamaica.

Ordered,-—-That the above message do he on the table.

 

EXTRACT from the Ptinted Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, page 118.

Jovis, 26 Novembris 1835.

Message from his Excellency the Governor, as follows :

Mr. Speaker,
I AM commanded by his Excellency the Governor to lay before the House the copy of

a Despatch received from the Colonial Oflice last night, having reference to a general dif-
fusion of education amongst the mass of population in the Colonies, and to their religious
im rovement.

'f‘his subject having so early engaged the attention of the Assembly, and his Excellency
having, on Friday last, stated to the House his opinion, that if the proposed measures
received the sanction of law in this island, assistance would be afl'orded by the mother
country in accomplishing these desirable objects, he is highly gratified in being so soon
enabled to communicate the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government, by which the Assem-
bly will perceive, not only the lively interest entertained, but the prospect of material
assistance being afforded, as well by Parliament as from the voluntary exertions of different
reii ious societies who are engaged in this work.

he fortunate circumstance of the Legislature being now in session will much facilitate
the early adoption of enactments for the extension of schools, and framing such regulations
for compelling the attendance of those for whose benefit they are designed as the wisdom
of the Legislature may devise, with reference to the suggestions in the accompanying com-
munication of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

 

—No. 182.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing Street, 15th October 1835.
AT the approaching meeting of the Legislature of Jamaica, it Will be neces-

sary to call the attention of the Council and Assembly to the propriety of making
some legal provision for enforcing the attendance of all young persons of a com-
petent age, at any schools which may be opened under the sanction of His
Majesty’s Government for their instruction. Whatever objections may exist in
more advanced societies to the principle of compulsory education, they can have
no place in reference to a Colony in which the great mass of the people have
just emerged from slavery, but have not yet generally acquired any acquaintance
with the principles and precepts of Christianity, and are for the most part des-
titute of the first elements of learning. In such a case, it would be a substitu-
tion of the name for the substance of liberty, if we should hold ourselves bound
to acknowledge and respect amongst the negroes the freedom to choose between
knowledge and ignorance. The boon, even if not voluntarily accepted, is yet
of too clear and inestimable an advantage to the individual, and to the society
of which he is a member, not to be forced upon him, if necessary, by legislative
provisions.

Anticipating the rapid extension of schools by means of the Parliamentary
Grant, and of the voluntary exertions of the different religious societies who are
engaged in that work, I think it desirable that timely preparation should be
made to second such efforts by some well considered law, which should require
the attendance at school, during their own leisure time, of all those negroes
Whose labours at that period are not essential to the support of the families to
Which they belong. The obligation, of course, will only be imposed in reference
to schools sanctioned by the Government, and actually open for the reception of
scholars ; and to prevent any improper enforcement of this power, it ought, I

l 66. conceive,
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conceive, to be lodged in the hands of the special magistrates, for the exercise

by them, under such rules as the Governor in Council might find applicable to,
the varying circumstances of different districts. I do not, however, attempt to

ursue the subject into the details which it must embrace; conceiving that I
sufficiently perform my duty by stating the general principle which your Lord-

ship will propose forthe consideration of the Council and Assembly.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg,

 

—--No. 183.—-

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, December 5th, 1835.

MUCH difference of opinion existing in this island as to the classification of
apprentices, I have been requested to submit the enclosed documents to
you, for your decision upon the point, which will set matters right, and will not be
contested.
My own opinion is as follows: A11 domestics, whether in town or country,

whether they have grounds and time allowed them, or money-allowance or food
given them, are non-pradials.

All tradesmen on estates and pens are predials.
All trademen in gangs and towns are non-pradials; they work every day in

the week for the appointed number of hours, and receive an allowance.

May I request to be informed if this view coincides with your Lordship’s?
I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.
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I no not consider that Mr. Gurley was justified in giving the order he did to the appren-
tices, and thereby depriving their owner of their services. If the 4th clause of the Island
Act, which directs that no pracdial apprenticed labourer attached to the soil shall be liable to
perform any labour in the service of his employer, except upon lands to which they shall
have been attached or usually employed revious to August 1834, is to be construed in the
sense apparently put upon it by Mr. Gur ey, the greatest hardship may be imposed on both
arties.

P I apprehend, by reference to the context of the tst clause and the spirit of the Act itself,
that the meaning is, that the class of the apprentice shall not be changed, or in other words,
that praedial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil shall not be converted into praedial
unattached at the will of their master; that having been permanently employed as estate
negroes they shall not afterwards be permanently employed as jobbers. This construction
I think is borne out by the words “ who shall in manner aforesaid become attached to the
soil,” which must refer to the 4th clause, regulating the classification of the apprentices, and
to the 5th and 6th clauses, which fix the dutation of apprenticeship to each class. There
is no clause in either the English or either of the Jamaica Acts that prohibits the master
entering into the arrangement made by Mr. Salmon with his people (except that Mr. Sal—
mon by the 47th clause of4 Will. 1v. 41, ought not to give more than the three consecutive
days at one time), or which requires the sanction, or sub'ects to the control of a special
magistrate, the apprentices working for their masters on lana belonging to himself, although
at a considerable distance from their usual place of abode, provided they are not thereby
deprived of the allowances and time given them by the law, and provided the so em ploying
them does not operate as a permanent removal from the usual place of abode, the master is
entitled to forty and a halfhours’ clear labour during the week, and if from motives of
humanity he calls the people ofi'from their work during the rain, I consider him entitled to
their labour at another period of the day to compensate that loss, there is nothing in the
law limiting the labour to four o'clock, therefore I conceive if any circumstances have
deprived the master of his apprentices’ labour previous to four o’clock, he may demand the
time lost after that. hour, and that the magistrate acts beyond his authority in directing a
disobedience to their master in that respect; I therefore think that Mr. Salmon might support
an action on the case against Mr. Gurley for damages sustained by him in consequence of
Mr: Gurley disturbing and interrupting him in the enjoyment of that which he is by law
entitled, namely, the services of his apprentices in the performance of labour lawfully iui-
posed on them.

I. consider the classification ofapprentices under the 4th clause not entirely to depend upon
their occupation ; as, for instance. tradesmen who are verv commonly employed in digging
cane-holes, and receiving the same indulgence, days anti limits upon their hours of labour

as
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as field negroes, are not. in consequence of being tradesmen considered other than pmdials,
but upon the number of hours they labour, and the allowances they have. During the ap-
renticeship the master is entitled to the entire labour of the non-praedials, to limit whose

lhbour to 405 hours would in many cases render their services valueless, as, for instance,
domestics; and in consideration, therefore, of their not receiving days to cultivate their
grounds, and giving their whole time to their tnaster, the period of their apprenticeship is
shortened by two years. But where the apprentice has laboured only 40; hours, has grounds,
and days given to cultivate them, he cannot avail himself of those, and on the score of
his occupation claim the shortened duration of his apprenticeship. This I conceive to be
the criterion, and by that Mr. Salmon willjudge under what class to enumerate the per-
sons employed on the pen: stable—boys, or boys .sent with racers, who have the weekly
indulgenees of apprentices literally employed in cultivating the soil, are, I think, to all
intents praadials, or persons attached to the pen.
3d October 1835. '

 

Sir, 28th November 1835.
I HAVE to state for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that in my opinion

the tradesmen attached to estates are praedials; the domestic servants attached to estates
are non-praedials. Race—boys continually and at all hours are obliged to attend to their
horses; they are non-prtedials. As to the changing of the classes in which apprentices are
placed, this is a case of difliculty; the law arranges the classes. The changing of this
arrangement is not recognized by the law, therefore it would be a mere civil contract
between the two parties, and only to be enforced by civil action. Can a person who may for
breach of duty be liable to be flogged for four ears, give by civil contract any person a
right to flog him for six years instead of four? apprehend not; such flogging after the
four years would be an assault, a breach of the peace unknown to the law. A further dif-
ficulty arises: are the apprentices sufliciently mqjores to bind themselves in any such way,
as upon their consent to warrant the changin of their classification? I doubt they are.
The case is one of difficulty and not free from goubt. I have, Ste.

(signed) D. O’Reilly.

I beg to add, that I am of opinion that pen tradesmen are pracdial apprenticed labourers ;
pen domestics are non-prtedial apprenticed labourers; a difference may be made between
domestics attached to a house, and those who attend cattle at pasture; the latter I deem
non-praedial apprenticed labourers on a pen, or at an estate. As to town tradesmen they
generally get allowances instead of grounds, and therefore want not their Saturday or half
Friday; but I am informed by some of the most respectable contractors possessing town
tradesmen as apprenticed labourers, that these persons, both in the times of slavery and now,
frequently took and continue to take their day or days instead of any allowance; were it
not for the Valuer Return Forms sent out from the Commissioners of Compensation in
England, in which some tradesmen are classed as non-praedials, I should have conceived
the tradesmen being persons who only worked at stated times, and whose services
could not be demanded by their masters at all times, should be classed as praedials, and
not in any instance as non— radials, [ think the intention of the law was to give a short
apprenticeship to persons rom whom the master received attendance at all times and
at every hour of the dayor night that he pleased, consistent with a humane consideration
for their well being, and to give a long apprenticeship to those who were only bound to
attend their master’s service at stated regulated shortened periods of time.
W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) 1). O’Reilly.
Private Secretary.
 

CASE.
Mr. Gurley, one of the special magistrates for St. Elizabeth, has been interfering im-

properly With the apprentices on Cashoo estate and other roperties under the management
of Mr. John Salmon, as detailed to me in his letter, as fol ows :

“Mr. Gurley, the special magistrate here, and I have difl'eretl about apprentices on
Luana; Since this I sent a statement of the case to the Governor, but no reply; a complaint
being made on.Saturday by the Cashoo people, he wrote the enclosed to the overseer, viz.

‘ Sir, ‘ B. River, 19th Sept. 1835‘.
f Edward Wilson, Henry Miller Cambridge,John Dorking, Sarah Vassal,Jane Williams,

Elizabeth Forster, Edward Vassal, apprentices belonging to Cashoo, have appeared before
_me complaining of the hardship they labour under from jabbing out at a place called the
.Barracksf“ likewise of the inadequate allowance made them whilst up there, as well as the
badnessot'the accommodation they are compelled to put up with, and also that from being
absent three weeks they find their grounds on their return quite ruined from trespasses
committed by hogs, thieves, 8m. -

‘ As Monday is the day the inform me that they are to return to the Barracks, I shall
be at Cashoo on that day as early as possible to investigate their complaint, and I have to
request that they remain on Cashoo until my arrival, and theinvestigation is gone through,
as I shall lay the whole complaint with the evidence before his Excellency the Gover'i‘ilor.

1 . ‘ lose

JAMAICA.

" This is the place
Mr. Salmon is
settling for his ex-
pected emigrants.
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‘ Those people also state that you have compelled them to work yesterday, Friday,
although they are taking day’s due.

‘ I remain, 8L0.

‘ E. Marris, Esquire, Cashoo.’ (signed) ‘John Gurley, s. s.’

“ Monday (yesterday) he attended and desired the people not to go to the Barrack again;

that they should not go there; that it was toofar, and he would not allow it. He then ad-

dressed’ them about working in the rain, and told them not to work in any rain; that they

were not to work if any time lost by rain, and if the overseer blew shell after four o’clock

in consequence of rain in the middle of the day, not to turn out; that he would not allow it;

that Mr Campbell, the overseer of Luana, had made the people work an hour and a half

after four o’clock, and that his Excellency the Governor had ordered the Attorney General

to prosecute him. I have these people working for me, and it is of infinite loss, as it will

entirely prevent my getting up my emigrants’ houses. The distance is sixteen miles; I

allow them all Monday to go there; at their own request they work three weeks, and go

home and take the four days due, and their Friday and Saturday the fourth week, then

return, whilst with me the take in their provisions for the first week, and 1 pay them

as. 1 (1. each to buy food each other week ; when I began this settlement, these and other

people had two weeks allowed to put up comfortable huts, which they have quite as good,
and the same as the‘white people have.

“ They have three watchmen to mind their grounds, and the overseer proposed to have
them brought and tried if there were any neglect. Gurle refused. They will not fence

their grounds themselves; would not a good action lie? must put a stop to this man’s

proceeding. It is a loss to the master who is in poverty, and will cause reat dissatisfaction

with my people coming out, and I have now some people. I cannot ta e to the mountain

for want of houses; I do not know if my arrangement about three weeks’ work and four

days to pay would be against me; it is for the people’s convenience ; he has behaved very

ill with the Luana people.”

With reference to this letter you are requested to advise what remedy Mr. Salmon

has against the special magistrate, and how and in what manner the same can be
enforced.

Upon this statement I do not think any action can be successfully sustained against. Mr.

Gurley, so long as he does not exceed his jurisdiction. N0 action will lie, however

erroneous his decisions may be. As to not working in the rain, I am of opinion the master

can require his apprentices to “ perform labour ” in his service during the time allowed by

law, and that consequently if they draw of? during the rain, they are bound to make up the

time in their own hours.

Mr. Salmon also writes thus, and requires your opinion and advice on the following
pomts:

“ Robert Farqnharson, an apprentice to Pepper, was ahouse boy; has been a black-

smith upwards of three years; he has worked at his trade the forty hours and a half

weekly since August of Emancipation, and taken the other hours of the week as a

praadial. He applies to be valued : is he to be so as a praedial or non—praedial ?"

He must be considered as a non-praedial, not having been habitually employed in

agriculture or in the manufacture of produce for 12 months antecedent to the 281h August

1833,4 Will. IV. c. 7. s. 2. He is bound to work every day in the week except Sunday,

5. and sec. 1. and not for forty hours and a half. There is no instruction as to the labour of

non-praedials except on Sunday and after sunset, 5 Will. IV. c. 7. s. 5.

“ Are tradesmen generally only working the forty hours and a half, praadials or non-

predials P”

The time they work does not afford the criterion to judge by, it depends on the nature of

their employment for the 12 months antecedent to the 28th August 1833. On a sugar

estate I should consider ,coopers, carpenters, blacksmiths, 8tc. without whose labour the

produce could not be manufactured, as predials; on a pen it would be otherwise, in most

cases.
“ Are stable boys attending horses and working forty hours and a half, praedials or

non-praadials ’3”

The horses I presume are bred on a pen, Etc. where they are attended by the above

stable boys; the rearing of those horses is a species of agriculture, like grazing farms, 8w.

at home, and I think these boys must be considered as praadials.

“ Are stable boys attending racing horses, going with them to different races, being

required at five in the morning and eight at night, and having the days due to them

given on coming home with herrings, salt or other payment for the extra hours of

work, praedial or non-praadial ?”

Put generally as above, I should say they were uon—praadials, but considering their racing

horses as part of the stock raised on the property, I think they may be consulered as

predials, habitually employed in agriculture, tending cattle, 8w.
All these persons are attached to a property having and working grounds. “ A

re
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“Are house servants getting every Saturday and half of Friday, and working
grounds but at the house all other days, praedial or non-prazdial ?”

These persons who were house servants for 12 months antecedent to 28th August 1833,
are I think non-prazdials; see however the proviso to 59th Section of the Act as to “ Pradial
Labourers” employed in works of necessity, tending cattle, “ domestic services,” 8L0. from
which it may be inferred that a domestic servant might be a pratdial on a plantation.

“ I want to understand what are praedials and what non-pradials on estates, &c., if
I can.”

This is a point admitting four different opinions, and will be prod uctive of much litigation
and inconvenience in 1838, as to who are the parties to be considered as habitually em-
ployed in agriculture and the manufacture of produce; I have already expressed my
opinion on the points above submitted.
Mr. Gurley directs some poor and old people at Cashoo to be fed. Their friends have

always done so hitherto; say blind or invalid, plenty of grounds, but some of the people in-
capable ofworking themselves.
By the 16th section of the Abolition Act, the apprentices are only entitled to the same

food, clothing, maintenance and allowances as they could claim under the late slave law, and
only the 17th section of that Act, the master was obliged to “find and provide their disabled
slaves, 8w.” with sufficient clothing and wholesome necessaries of life. I think the magi-
strate has a right to direct such disabled negroes to be fed at the expense of the master.”

(signed) F. Batty.

 

——-No. 184.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing-street, 22d January 1836.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 5th of December last,
proposing for my solution three questions respecting the classification of ap-
prenticed labourers.
Your Lordship has stated your opinion in reference to the cases you have

supposed, and have thus left to me only the task of informing you that it coin-
cides with mine. In one respect, indeed, I would qualify my subscription to
your Lordship’s view of the law. Your words might seem to imply (what,
however, I am assured is not your real meaning), that the class to which a
labourer must be assigned would depend on the nature of his employments sub-
sequently to the lst of August 1834. Your meaning of course is, that the
criterion is to be sought in the nature of the employments pursued during the
twelve months which immediately preceded the Act of Parliament for the aboli-
tion of slavery.

I collect from your Lordship’s Despatch that there have never yet been pre-
pared in Jamaica lists for ascertaining the class to which each individual labourer
in the island belongs. It appears to me, however, not only that this was part
of the design of Parliament, but that it was a regulation nearly if not quite
essential to the successful execution of the whole scheme ; and it has been ac—
cordingly adopted in most of the other colonies. Every passing year throws
additional uncertainty upon the question, what was the employment of any
individual during the year 1832—3. Yet in 1838 it Will be necessary to solve
that question in reference to a large number of doubtful cases, and it is not
difficult to foresee the confusion and the danger to the public tranquillity which
must arise from the simultaneous agitation in every part of the island of claims
to immediate freedom, the admission or rejection of which must depend on facts,
of which the most recent will by that time be distant by five and the most
remote by six years. To obviate this risk, I think it necessary that lists should
be prepared with all practicable despatch, under the authority of the local legis-
lature, in which lists each apprenticed labourer in the island should be assigned
by name to the class of which he is a member, and that according to the plan
suggested in Lord Stanley’s Circular Despatches provision should be made for
correcting such lists, and for hearing and disposing of appeals against the im-
proper insertion or omission of any particular name in them. By the lst of
Angust 1838 such a process as this will be inevitable. To postpone it till then
is but to delay a troublesome inquiry at the expense of greatly enhancing both
the difficulty and the danger.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
 

166.
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——No. 185.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,

My Lord, 5 December 1835.

HAVING heard a great deal said in this island relative to the increase of crime

amongst the apprentices since the 1st of August 1834, I caused a return to be

made to me, which I have the honour to enclose, specifying the number of free

persons and apprentices respectively who have been convicted since that date ;

the amount of free persons is 50, the amount of apprentices 85.

Now when it is considered that there was a population of nearly 310,000

slaves at the last registration, I think that all events now there may be, allowing

for manumissio s and deaths, 308,000 apprentices. In last year the militia

returns, in which it is supposed that every free person not enjoying exemption

would be enrolled, there appears to be about 11,000 persons of free condition,

'as well white as of colour. Supposing what is improbable, that there are as

many more exempted, that would make a free population of 22,000 persons,

say 30,000 really, which I am informed is the actual amount.

It is the fashion here to impute every vice to the apprentices ; now really the

proportion per cent. makes a different result apparent:

The number of free persons convicted are one in 600.

The number of apprentices convicted are one in 3,623.

In former times, if any slaves committed offences for which apprentices are

now tried in open court, he would have received a good flogging on an estate,

and the public would not have been at all acquainted with it ; now every ofl‘ence

comes forward, and the consequence is, that there is an appearance of a great

increase of crime, by no means justified in fact.‘ I have thought that this cal-

culation might as well be sent home to clear up the misrepresentations which

are made daily in the public papers.
I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 185.

RETURN of FREE PERSONS and APPRENTICES who have been tried and convicted

since the xst August 1834.

 

FREE PERSONS. APPRENTICES.

  

October Grand Court, 1834.

Horse-stealing
Manslaughter

- - 3 Larceny - - - - -
- - 1 Sheep-stealing - - - -

4
——

February Grand Court, 1835.

Horse-stealing - - - - 1 Horse—stealing - - - -

Manslaughter - - " 1 Sheep-stealing - - - -
Assault - - - — - .. 1 L

Receiving Stolen Goods - - 2 arceny . ' . ' ' ' "

Cattle-stealing - - - - 2 l Cattle-steallng - - - ..

7

June Grand Court, 1835.

Forgery - - - - - 1 Murder - - - - - -

Manslaughter - - ' ' 2 Stabbing a Filly - - - -
Assault - - - - - - 6 .

Receiving Stolen Goods - — - 1 Cattle-stealmg ' " ' ‘

Larceny - - — - - 1 Larceny - - - - -

I
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FREE PERSONS. APPRENTICES.

October Grand Court, 1835.
Larceny - - - - - 2 Larceny - - - - - 2
Cattle—stealing - - - .. 1 Cattle-stealing - - - - 6

_ Stealing - — - - '. 1
3 Assault;D- - - - - - 1

Rape - - - - - - 1
' Bmglary - - — - .. 1

, Horse—stealin - - - - 3
_ Assault with Intent to ravish - - 2

17
January Surrey Assize Court, 1835.

Cutting - - - - - - l Riot - - - - - - 1
Manslaughter - - - .. 2 Manslaughter — - - - 2

.. Larceny - - - - - 8Larceny - - - - - 1 Felony _ . _ _ _ 2
Assault - ~ ' " ' ' 3 Receiving Stolen Goods - - - l

7 14

AprilSurrev Assize Court, 1835.
Larceny - - - 1 Larceny - - - - - 1
Assault - - - - 2 __
Obstructing PoliceOfficer - - 1

4

August Surrey Assize Court, 1835.

Larceny - - - - - 2
Embezzlemem - - - - 1
Horse-stealing - - - - 1

4

November Cornwall Assize Court, 1834.
Murder " - - - - 1 Larceny - - - - - 1
Assault " ' ‘ " ' ' 1 Burglarv - - - - - 2Manslaughter — - — - 1 .. .—

3 3

March Cornwall Assize Court, 1835.
'Obstructing Magistrate - - - 1 Larceny - - - - - 6
Horse-stealing - - . - 1 Burglary - - - - - 1
Ass ult _ _ _ Assault - - - - - .. 4

a - ' 3 Sheep-slealing - - - - 1

5 12

July CornwalllAssize CouIt, 1835.
Bobbing Mail - - - - l Larceny - - - - ' 3

—— Bmglary - - - - ..
Assault - - - " '

5

November Cornwall Assize Court, 1835.
Jkssault and Battery - - - 1 Larceny - - - - - 2
1 ssault - - - - - 3 .0 . _ _ _ _ _ 2
Murder - - - - - . 1 Bmolaly

5 4

TOTAL number of Free Persons tried TOTAL number of Apprentices tried
and convicted since the lst Au— 50 and convicted since the 1st All-}S5
gust 1834 - - - gust 1834 - - - - 

 

(signed)
 

JlIolyucux Hyde Nepean,
Clerk of the CIown.
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—No. 186.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of 817390 to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 13th December 1835.

MY usual report on the general state of the island must on this occasion
communicate intelligence of a very different character, good and bad ; I am
happy, however, that the former far predominates; the communication I have
to lament is the fact reported to me by almost all the specml magistrates in
their weekly journals, that owing to the unusual absence of the October seasons,
the canes in most parts of the island have began to arrow ; the canes never
grow after this has taken place, and as they Were much stunted before, in con-
sequence of the drought, I fear that the crop will be very short this year. It is
however well that this should be known before the crop commences, in order
that those who are anxious to misrepresent matters, if such there be, may not
attribute to the misconduct of the apprentices what is the act of God.
The more agreeable part of this report must be the extraordinary revolution

which has taken place all over the island, with particular exceptions, in the
mutual feeling of master and apprentice. In what this has originated it is hard to
say, but the conviction is strong upon my mind, as well from my oflicial reports
as from the private conversations I have had during this session with most of
the members, and with other persons well acquainted with the feelings of the
country. There has sprung up a spirit Of mutual confidence, which I hope
may be nurtured, and I‘think it will. Nothing can ‘be so likely to promote the
success of the new system, and in fact without it none could be expected.

Great offence has, I understand, been taken here at my declaration, that on
the conduct of the planters must depend its success or failure, and I think most
unjustly, as the fact has never been denied to me in private conversation; nor
could it as an abstract principle, that the conduct of the inferiors will be in a
great measure guided by that of their superiors. Allowing the negro to have his
faults, will they not be corrected by judicious management on the part of the
planter? Is it as likely that the afi'ections of the negro will be gained, and that
his future services as a freeman will be secured by a planter, who rigidly exacts
the pound of flesh from him, as by one who, making allowance for human
nature, treats the apprentice with that gentleness and consideration which is
necessary in his imperfectly civilized and entirely uneducated state?

There never was, in my opinion, a more injurious plan than that adopted
immediately after last crop terminated, namely, changing the hours of labour
from the nine hour to the eight hour system; What may have been the motive for
doing so it is hard to say. That it was not to get more labour from them, I
think may be inferred from the fact, that during crop, when the greatest quan-
tity of labour which can' be procured is sought for, the nine hour system was
universal. It has been said that the reason was, that it was considered that by
the apprentice having the half Friday to himself, he had too much idle time,
and that the change was made with a view to prevent that. I must say, that if
this was their object, they exhibit sad short-sightedness; and the attempt to
lead free people to work, is much more likely to succeed than any effort to
drive them to it. I suspect, however, that this vieW of the subject has already
struck the more reflecting, as hardly one of those great attornies, whose conduct
has led me to respect and look up to them, have continued to adopt this plan.

I am not aware of any exception which I can make to the general report of a
favourable feeling existing. By a separate return, which I have had the honour
to enclose to you, your Lordship will see how small a proportion of convictions,
in comparison with their numbers, has fallen on the apprentices. I deny totally
the fact, that crime is on the increase, and has been so since the first of August.
It is, I fancy, generally admitted, that offences are now brought forward for trial
which were formerly punished by flogging on estates, and never heard of, and
that the apparent increase is to be attributed to that circumstance. I have,
besides, the assurance of high legal authority, that even the apparent increase
of crime is only in Middlesex. In Cornwall, where I have before had to repre-
sent things as not going on so well, especially in St. James’s, there has been no
increase of crime whatever, the alteration in that parish particularly is striking,
as the magistrates traverse it with hardly a complaint being made on either side;
I am not aware that this can be attributed to any thing but an increased mutual
confidence. In Surrey there certainly has been none, although Kingston is in Iit.

n
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In Middlesex alone has one offence increased to an alarming degree, and that is JAMAICA.
cattle stealing. There are in the woods near this town, as well as in many other ‘—
parts of the country, vast numbers of wild cattle unbranded and roaming Where
they please ; these haying been, as I understand, occasionally shot, has led the
people into the commlssion of the offence I allude to, the tame cattle being much
easier caught than the wild ones. Some salutary convictions, however, having
taken place at the last Grand Court, I am in hopes that a check to the practiee
will thereby have been established.

I have the honour herewith to enclose a short Return of the .crime in the
police force, accompanied by some other statistic remarks affecting them'; these,
your Lordship will observe, are all free persons.
The crop has commenced in some few places, and the quality of sugar made

is, I understand, very good; on many estates the arrangements have been made
for extra time during the crop on advantageous terms. I have &c

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure in No. 186;

A RETURN showing the actual STRENGTH of the POLICE FORCE of the Island of Jamaica Enclosure in
as per last Return laid before the Honourable House of Assembly in November 1835; No. 186.
aiso the Number of POLICE COURTS held under 4 Will. IV. c. 30. s. 19. and Casualties.
 

 

 

 

        

Inspector County Sub- Sergeants. Privates. TOTAL

G eneral. Inspector. Inspector. Rank 8: File.

Effective strength as per Return
laid before the House of As- . 1 3 22 43 668 711
sembly - - - -

Deaths - - - 26
Deserlers - - 36
Discharges - - 43

-- ---------—---- 105
105

TOTAL - — - 1 3 22 43 668 816

POLICE Coun'rs.
Number of white men tried - - - - - . - - 41
Number of brown men tried - - - - - - - 42 .
Number of black men tried - - - - - - - 26

TomL — - - 1 09
 

For habitual drunkenness, 34 Average 3 men in every 100.
,, disobedience oforders, 31 - - - ditto — ditto.
,, desertion - - 30 - - - ditto - ditto.
,, other crimes - - 14 - — - ditto 7 ditto.

109
 

Average portion of sick, 7 in every 100 during sickly season.
Number of runaway apprentices apprehended - . - - - 5o
Sailors of H. M. S. - - - -. - - — - 2
Soldiers of H. M. S. - - - - - - - - 6

TOTAL - - - 58

Rum 1; gallon.
Sugar 1;} ton.
Coffee 3081bs., and 3 ha 3, weight unknown.

Besides 1 horse, 1 mule, 2 bundles ofclofix, hawking without license.

(signed) William Ramsa ,
Inspector eneral of Police.

Stoleh produceJ
seized. I.

 

‘ -—No. 187—8.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 29th December 1835.-
I HAVE the honour to inform you that much discontent has been, as I have

alrezdy communicated to you, occasioned by the contents of the second part of
l d. the

No. I 87—8.
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the papers on Slavery, which arrived here about three weeks ago. The principal
cause of anger, as I have heard, is, that I have stated that on the conduct of the
whites depends the. success or failure of the new system. Now, however offen-
sive that may be in point of fact, in reality it ought not, because it will on con—
sideration hardly _be denied, that on the manner in which they manage to con-
ciliate those who were their slaves, and treated as such, must depend their being
able to retain them as free men on their estates; that even where most judi-
ciously treated, a great number of them will, either from indolence or some other
bad feeling, leave the properties where they are at present located, is, I think,
undoubtedly most probable. To think that there are not amongst them many
objectionable characters would be nonsense. The absence of education and
the existence of slavery is quite enough to ensure that; but I am much inclined
to think that where discreet modes of treatment are adopted, the idea of leaving
the property on which they are located will never come across their minds. , I
am aware, however, of various parties of negroes having come to an individual in
this island, and requested him to purchase their apprenticeship in order that they
might make their settlements with him, and live under him afterwards ; I know
of one instance where a gang came 40 miles distance for this express purpose.
It is not to be supposed that they will leave this gentleman when the appren—
ticeship shall terminate. In this person’s case, I also know of a gang which
were transferred by another person to a third party, the law enabling their
master to do so, and they all petitioned me to be allowed to go to live with the
gentleman I have alluded to instead. Surely no person can doubt but that every
one of this gang will, the day the apprenticeship is over, leave the man they are
now sold to, and go to the person they now wish to serve, unless the treatment
they meet with from their present purchaser shall satisfy them; I therefore do
conclude that in this case, the success of the speculation will depend on the
treatment of the master, who is a white person. The gentleman originally
alluded to is receiver for several properties in Chancery, and, besides, an attorney
to several estates; and I am confident that all those estates which he is con-
cerned for, will be more profitable after the year 1840, than those of many others
whom I will not name, but whose conduct is by far less likely to conciliate.
I am happy to say that I could name five or six other great attornies whose
conduct is likely to be as beneficial to their employers ; I understand that the
inhabitants of the parish of St. James are exceedingly angry at what I have said
of it; I regret it; I must however say that such was my impression at the time,
and such, it is now my opinion, was then a just impression; but I am equally
bound in justice to it now to say, that it no longer applies ; I think that the
change which has taken place there is quite remarkable ; with only the exception
of three or four properties, which I do not deem it expedient to name, all the
rest of the parish exhibits fewer complaints than most I think in the island ; I
have the honour to enclose a list of the magistrate’s visits there for the months of
September, October and November, to prove the truth of this assertion.
A great deal of general assertion of the falsehood of the reports furnished

me by the magistrates has been made, and in order to procure evidence to rebut
them, a vote of the Assembly has been passed, that all that part of these
papers Which relate to Jamaica shall be printed, and 250 copies made, of which
ten are to be sent to each custos, in order that they may be disseminated for
that purpose ; all I can say is, that if the special magistrates have deceived me,
I shall be glad to be informed of it, but that until that is proved in a satis-
factory manner I will not believe that they have made any mistatements.
The only particular points on which they have taken any steps are two;
one your Lordship will see in page 183 of the Assembly’s Votes, and their
decision in page 232, the other in page 233. With regard to these two, it is
necessary that I should make some representations and explanations to your
Lordship. In respect to the latter, namely, my Despatch of 31 March last,
which seems to give them great offence, I beg to say merely, that if your Lord-
ship would look at any written Act of Parliament without erasures or inter-
lineations at all, you would, I think, find it much less intelligible than a printed
one, and that the introductions of which I complained in that Despatch might
without any great negligence on my part escape my observation, inasmuch as
they consist of the words “ Saturday, legally, if he shall think proper, and
nearest justice of the peace.” Your Lordship Will find, I think, on reference
to that Despatch, that there are but two other objections made by me, exceptilpg

w at
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what are involved in the introduction of those few words. My remarks however
were made on the majority of the Acts as they come to me amended,and not ap-
plying only to that one, as they seem to assume. Another assumption of that
body seems to me likewise to be quite unfounded and unnecessary, and that is,
that my observations applied exclusively to the state in which they come from
the Assembly. Your Lordship must be aware that they go through the ordeal
of the Council from whence the amendments which are proposed and passed are
sent down engrossed on separate sheets of paper, and inserted in the Assembly,
if accepted by that body, and the excluded clauses erased, all upon the original
engrossed Bill. Some Bills which have but few amendments of course are per-
fectly clear, as far as writing can be clear, to a person unaccustomed to consider
Acts of Parliament in that shape, but some certainly when much amended must
take considerable time to understand.
The second point on which a report has been made is Mr. Nockells’ petition,

upon which I fear I must explain more at length. Upon reading over the re-
port of the committee, I deem it right, in reference to the concluding part of it,
to send your Lordship exact copies of the three returns made by Mr. Lyon at
that time, respecting the state of cultivation of the sugar estates in his district,
in order that you may judge whether I have given to you what I profess to be
the spirit of the reports, and whether it does or does not “ convey a correct
statement of the information communicated by that gentleman in his original
reports.” Now, with regard to the black driver, which has created so strong a
feeling, it appears that on the publication of the second part of the Papers on
Slavery in England, Mr. Nockells, the father of the gentleman of that name
in this island, wrote to his son to express his dissatisfaction at him for
leaving the two properties, Hall Head and Mount Pleasant, which were in his
charge, in the hands of black drivers; and very properly so, in my opinion,
for with the stories which are so industriously circulated in England on the
state of Jamaica, it would certainly appear very careless in Mr. Nockells to
go away on a jaunt of pleasure in a gentleman’s yacht for such a lengthened
period. Mr. Nockells feeling that he could in no manner so well publish his
own defence, memorialed the Assembly, where the matter was taken up on the
score of intentional misrepresentation, of which I am always accused in the
diurnal prints, at least in an underhand manner, as the language is, that the lies
of my misinformants must be exposed to the public, and that I must hold them
up for public animadversion, &c. Mr. Lyon was summoned up and examined
before that committee, and he swore that the paper in his hand was a correct
copy of what he had sent me, and upon that paper was the report founded.
The moment I saw it I sent a list of questions and a copy of the report on
Mount Pleasant and Hall Head, requesting him to say whether it was an exact
copy of the report he made to me. His reply, No. I, will show you that in the
information which he gave to the House of Assembly he omitted to notice the
absence of' a most important word in reference to Hall Head, namely, the word
after overseer, “ absent,” which is not in his original report, as you will see by

the accurately compared copy sent herewith. Had it been there I should‘ not
have fallen into the error of imagining the head driver to be the acting overseer,
as there was on it an overseer and two book-keepers, of whom more hereafter.
In looking over the reports on the 17 sugar estates in his charge, your Lord-
ship will observe, that in naming 15 of them he mentions the name of the
overseer of each, who says so and so. He then proceeds to Mount Pleasant, which

with Hall Head are under the charge of Mr. Nockells, who is attorney for both

estates, though they do not both belong to his father; Hall Head belongs to other
persons. Mr. Lyon mentions then Mr. Nockells’ confidence in the state of the
island having been so great as to induce him, who was, as he states, the resi-
dent overseer as well as attorney, to leave the island on a jaunt of pleasure, and
immediately after mentions the evidence of the black driver. Had there been
any other overseer there, I had a right to conclude from a comparison With the
other reports that he would have examined him ; but no, he exammes the head

driver alone of all the estates, here and at Hall Head. Knowing that Mr. Nochells

was the manager of both, and seeing after the Word “ overseer” head driver,
I did conclude that both had been left in the hands of the black overseer, as
Mr. Trater, the custos of Trelawney, has since done at Lysworney, one of his
estates. To‘ defend myself from the imputation of intentional mlsrepresenta-
tion, I trust your Lordship will consider to be unnecessary ;» but really it appears
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ridiculous to accuse me of it, when I cannot see any earthly gain I was to ac-

quire by it, if it were one. My reply to Mr. Lyon is marked No. 3, which

I felt it right to send to him, to point out to him how the case stood in my view

of it. Having, however, from what I heard in conversation, some idea that the

real state of the case had not come out before the Assembly, I added, besides,
the other questions which follow in document No. 2 ; and I besides addressed
to Mr. O’Reilly, a gentleman who was resident on the estate of Mount Pleasant
at the time of Mr. Nockells’ departure, a set of questions, a copy of which,
with his replies, is marked No. 4. By a comparison of all these, together

with one, No. 5,- which I have got since in order to clear up a particular point,

your Lordship will see that the true state of the case is as follows :—Mr.
Nockells left the estate on the 17th April on his voyage of pleasure; the only

white person he left resident on the estate of Mount Pleasant was a Mr. O’Reilly
(see Lyon’s reply, No. 3), who did not consider himself to be acting as such
(see Mr. O’Reilly’s answers, No. 1), who in fact could not act as such, as he

did not know how, having only been one month and three days on the island,

(see O’Reilly’s answers, No. 2), and who felt himself so incapable that he
never was in any of the fields, and during his residence there and during the

time he was on the works as book-keeper, was twice absent from the estate for

several days (see O’Reilly’s answers, 4 and 5, and Mr. Lyon’s answer, No. 5).

By Mr. Lyon’s answer, No. 6, it appears that Mr. Riverty, one of the book-
keepers of Hall Head, came over after Mr. O’Reilly left the estate to superin- .
tend the still-house. Mr. O‘Reilly, in his answer, No. 8, says he came the day

after Mr. Nockells’ departure ; but both agree (Mr. Lyon in his answer 8, and

Mr. O’Reilly in his answers 9 and, 10) that he had nothing whatever to do with
the field cultivation. By Mr. O’Reilly’s answer 11, it appears that Mr. Orgill,
the overseer of Hall Head, was charged with the care of the estate, but that he

was not resident thereon; and that, by O’Reilly’s answer 12, the black driver
was in point of fact the only resident manager of the agriculture of the estate.
This too is confirmed by the answers of Mr. Lyon, Nos. 10 and 11 ; his an—
swer No. 12 also proves that he considered it left in a peculiarly unprotected

state,
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EXTRACTS from the Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica.
Luna, 14° Decembris 1835.

H A Petition ofCharles Nockells, of the parish ofSt. Thomas in the East, was offered to the
ouse.
Resolved, nnder the special circumstances of the case, that the said petition be received.
Then the said petition was read, setting forth,

That

Enclosure 2, in
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state, as he declares that out of regard for Mr. Nockells he passed a great deal
of his time with the gang in the boiling—house. Mr. Lyon moreover adds, in
answer 13, that though by previous reply it appears that he visited it more fre-
quently than usual, he did not often meet Mr. Orgill there. In conclusion it
appears, that the people who really did manage the Mount Pleasant estate was
the black driver, and that the only assistance he was,to get was from the over-
seer and book-keeper of Hall Head, and that the only assistance he did get was
at the expense of Hall Head, which was under Mr. Nockells’ management as
well as Mount Pleasant. Mr. Nockells is a very gentleman-like young man,
and I dare say a very good planter, and I shall regret if any thing which I say
shall be the cause of his meeting with any censure; but as he has been made
the organ of an offensive attack upon me, I feel myself bound to point out the
real state of the case. I submit that Mount Pleasant was in fact under the head
driver’s charge, and that if it were not so, there is nothing in Mr. Lyon’s
report to make me imagine that any other than the black driver was in charge.
That with regard to Hall Head, the omission of the word “ absent” justified
my mistake when I was extracting the spirit of the reports on so many estates
in such a hurried manner. As to Mr. Nockells having been justified in with-
drawing from Hall Head the attention requisite, as he had formerly consi-
dered, for its cultivation, for the purpose of applying it to his father’s estate,
Mount Pleasant, in order to gratify his fancy by a voyage of pleasure, is not
for me to say. It is clear to me, however, that Mr. O’Reilly was a man known
to Mr. Nockells to be incompetent to the duties of book-keeper, and put on the
estate merely for the purpose of saving deficiency, and that there could not
even be the pretext of his presence there to justify the state in which he left
these two estates. I trust that I have succeeded in acquitting myself to your
Lordship on the several charges alluded to in this Despatch, and that you will
excuse its length in the necessity I am under to defend myself from such un-
warrantable attacks.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 188—9.
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“ That petitioner, as attorney, manages Mount Pleasant and Hall Head estates.
“That petitioner left the island in April last, on a tour to the \Vindward Islands, and

was absent about two months.
“ That petitioner substituted Charles Scott, esq. of St. Thomas in the East, to manage

those estates during his absence.
“ That Mount Pleasant is the property of petitioner’s father, and is managed by petitioner

and a book-keeper.
“ That the said estate was during petitioner’s absence left in the charge of the book-
166. keeper,
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keeper, having also the benefit of the superintendence of Mr. Orgill, the overseer of Hall
Head, the property immediately adjomlng.

“ That Hall Head is and has been managed by an overseer and two book-keepers, and

has never been without that number of white people during the period he has been under
petitioner’s management, now nearly two years.
“ That petitioner finds, with the utmost astonishment, that the Parliamentary documents,

ublished by authority, and now in possession of the House, contain an official report from
Rh. Special Justice Lyon to Lord Sligo, alleging that petitioner had left the estates Mount
Pleasant and Hall Head under the management of a black driver, and that these estates
were in a much more forward state under the management of such black driver.
“ This statement of Special Justice Lyon, petitioner is prepared to prove is utterly

false. -
“ That such report is eminent] calculated to destroy the confidence of petitioner’s con-

stituents, and to do him irreparab e inj ury.
“ That this statement, if allowed to pass unnoticed and uncontradicted, must have the

effect of not only misleading the governor, but of continuing the delusion of the British
public as to the real state of things in the colony.”
And praying the aid of the House. ,
Ordered, That the above petition be referred to the Committee of Grievances, and that

Mr. Panton and Mr. Leslie be added to the Committee.

Veneris, 18° Decembris.

Mr. Cox, from the Committee of Grievances, reported as follows:

Mr. Speaker,
Your Committee of Grievances, to whom was referred the petition of Charles Noekells,

report, That they have taken evidence, in solemn form as hereunto annexed, in respect
to the petition of Charles Nockells, by which evidence they find the allegations contained in
his petition fully supported, and hence that he has sustained a most serious grievance;
inasmuch as these reports are calculated to remove the confidence of his constituents, and
injure his character as a planter.

Your Committee, however, find no blame attaches to Mr. Special Justice Lyon, as in the
report transmitted by him, of which a copy will be found in the evidence ; he did not represent
Mount Pleasant and Hall Head estates to have been left by Mr. Nockelis in the charge of
black drivers, as represented in the papers laid before Parliament.
Your Committee must also add, that from the evidence of Mr. Lyon it further appears,

that the reports embodied in the Parliamentary abstract of the condition of other estates
in his district cannot be considered as conveying a correct statement of the information
communicated by that gentleman in his original reports.

Resolved, That the House do agree to that Report.

EXTRACTS from the Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica.

Veneris, 18° Decembris 1835.

Mr. Barclay, from the Committee appointed to select from the Parliamentary Papers on
the table such documents as they considered should be placed upon the Journals of the
House, and who were instructed to take into consideration his Excellency the Governor’s
Despatch respecting the mode in which laws are passed and engrossed by this House, and
make a separate Report thereon, reported as follows :

Mr. Speaker,
Your Committee appointed to take into consideration his Excellency the Governor’s

Despatch, respecting the mode in which laws are passed and engrossed by this House, and
make a Report thereon:—report, that {they find the following statement contained in
his Excellency’s Despatch of 31 st March last, addressed to the Colonial Secretary:

“ M Lord,
“ The hurried manner in which a number of previously neglected Bills are hurried forward

on the last days of every Session here, and the numerous erasures and interlineations which
appear in the engrossments, have prevented my remarking some enactments which I think
objectionable, and which I have detected since they have been printed and delivered to
me about three weeks ago. This, perhaps, is hardly a sufficient excuse, but it is the fact;
and having made those remarks since, I deem it my duty to submit to you, in order that
your attention may be drawn to them, and your decision, whatever it may be, made known
to me. The Act to which this Despatch particularly alludes, and which, being of the
greatest consequence, I have taken up first, is ‘ the Act in aid of the Abolition Act,’
passed during the last Session.

“ Your Committee proceed to take into consideration the evidence hereunto annexed,
showing that every engrossed Bill as passed by the House and sent to the Council is written in
a large clear text, without interlineation or erasure, except the correction of any errors that
may have taken place in copying, to each of which the Speaker affixes his initials; when
amendments are made to a Bill by the Council, those amendments, upon being agreed to by
the House, are erased or (as the case may be) interlined, which is necessarily done in a
smaller text, but so fairly and legibly written as to be read with perfect facility. Y

“ our
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“ Your Committee have examined the whole of the laws passed by the legislature during
the government of the Marquis ol‘Sligo, and have made more particular refei‘ence to the Act
alluded to in his Excellency’s Despatch of the gist March ; they find that it fills nine
large imperial sheets, in the whole of which only eight words have been corrected, and to
each of which the Speaker’s initials have been affixed.” '

 

(No. 1 .)

MINUTES of CONVERSATION respecting the preparation for next year’s Crop on the
Sugar Estates of the District of Special Justice Lyon.

Coby Estate, June 1.——Willz'am Drew, overseer, says, the field culture is quite as forward
as usual at this time of the year, and that the number of acres planted in canes will be about
equal to the number put in at this time last year.

Serge Island, J une 1.—— Thomas Emslie, proprietor and overseer.——We are not as forward
as we were in the field cultivation at this time last year, but the difference is not greater
than might be expected from the reduction oflabour; we have this spring employed the
estate people in digging cane holes, which formerly we had done entirely by jobbers; the
finishing of crop was purposely delayed, to enable us to feed the cattle in the dry weather.

Garbrand Hall.—-W. Nangle, overseer.——The last three weeks we have had seventy and
upwards of the apprentices in the hospital at one time, laid up with the influenza, princi-
pally great gang people, which has thrown us rather back, but one day’s work of the whole
of the people will put us all to right again. The crop might have been finished six weeks ago,
but was at first delayed during the dry weather, that we might have feeding for the cattle,
and at present, in consequence of the arrival of the patent machine on Dr. Ure’s principle,
which we are anxious of trying this year, and have waited for its filling up, we have about
as many canes to cut as will keep us another week.
The Gal‘brand Hall people have dug all their cane holes this year, which formerly were

duo by jobbers.
a (signed) E. B. L.

 

Buckingham, J une 2.—Jolm Palmer, overseer.—We are pretty well on with our field culti-
vation, and are only backward in planting, the dry weather having made us wait, and we
shall lose some time in supplying pieces that were early planted ; we shall put in about the
same quantity of canes we did at this time last year.

Blue Mountain, June 2d.—W. Spirt, overseer.—We are very forward with all our
work, except the planting, which We could not go on with, in the dry weather; we
had not a shower for four months. We shall put in ten acres more of plants this year than .
we did last.
Mount Pleasant.—The resident attorney and overseer, who is a son of the proprietor,

Mr. Nockells, must have had a very favourable opinion of the manner in which the labour
of the estate was progressing. as he has been absent on ajaunt of pleasure to the Windward
Islands for the last six weeks. I examined the head driver, who assured me that the fields
have all been gone through, and that the crop is much forwarder now than it was at this
time laSt year; that last year they employed jobbers to assist in cutting canes, but that this
year they have performed it all by the estates’ people; that at the present moment half the
gang were in the hospital suffering from the influenza. _

Hall Head.—-Overseer, head driver, is quite sure the fields are In good order, and as for—
ward in preparation for next year’s crop as usual; that they will have planted this spring
about twenty acres of canes, and that last year they did not plant any ; have very nearly
finished crop. .
J une 3, 1835. (signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.

 

Petersfield.—Jolm R. Grossett, Proprietor; Thomas Blakeley, Attorney.

June 3.—-William Richardson, overseer. We are extremely backward; have scarcely gone
through a cane piece, and get on very slowly with crop. _ - .

This estate has not recovered from the injury occaswned by the insubordmation of the
a rentices for two months after the first of Au ust last.
DP 3 (signed) E. B. L.
 

Middleton.-—James Forsyth, Proprietor.

June 4.—William H. Home, overseer.—-We have nearly gone through our fields, and snal)
have put in about forty acres of plants this season ; our crop is finished. ' _ .

It was last year determined, throw up this estate, but the proprietor? who reSIdes in King-
stcn, has since August increased the strength, by the addition of sixty apprentices; and.
has contracted for the repair of the works and buildings, which Will cost above 1,0001.—
a strong proof, I apprehend, of his approbation of the present operation of the system, and
of his confidence in the future. (signed) E. B. L.

 

l 66 Spring
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Spring Garden.—Heirs of N. Beclgford, Proprietors; Charles Scott, Attorney.

June 4.—-Andrew Stein, overseer.—We are backward in crop and in fieldcultivation;

have stopped the mill for two weeks, in consequence of so many people in hospital.

This is a short-handed estate, unable to make more than two spells of the people in crop,

and then are obliged to stop the mill on Friday to cut canes for Monday; the field gang,

when mill is about, not exceeding 10 or 12. The manufacture of sugar here can only be

continued by the assistance ofjobbers to a considerable extent. .
(signed) E. B. L.

 

Golden Valley.—-—Plzilip .7. Miles, Proprietor; Alexander Barclay, Attorney.

June 5.-Jo}m Tasker, overseer, says, they are tolerably forward with the field cultivation;
have nearly gone through all their fields, and will plant more canes this spring than last;
could have finished, but for the epidemic which has compelled him for a fortnight
to stop the mill; nearly all the people in the hospital; only 13 individuals at work to-(lay on
the estate. '
 

White Hall.——Charles O. Hodgson, Proprietor,'resident.

June 5.——A fortnight ago finished crop, and have made more sugar than last year; there

is a prospect of the next year’s crop, from number of acres planted this spring being fully

equal if not more.
 

Spring.——Bond & Rutherford, Proprietors; C. Anderson, Attorney.

June 5.-——-Thomas Ross, overseer.——Finished crop several weeks ago.

This estate is in the English Court of Chancery, and for several years the proprietors

have been undecided whether to continue it as a sugar estate, or to convert it into a pen;

consequently its fields have been neglected, and must next be either a pen or entirely

thrown up.
Halfof the people are every week alternately employed on Cardifl' estate.

(signed) E. B. L.
 

Creighton Hall.—Waddz'ngton, Proprietor; J. R. Ayley, Attorney and Overseer.

J une 9.—J. R. Ayley, attorney and overseer.—We shall make two hundred hogsheads
of sugar this year, the regular crop for the last five years; and if we are not much inj ured

by trespass, we shall be able to make the same quantity next year; the great length of

the drought has occasioned an increase of labour, and we are perhaps not quite as forward

as last year; but the difi'erence is not much. We could have finished crop some time ago,

but do not care now, so as we can ship all by August ; we have about 20 hogsheads to
make, which we can do in two weeks.
 

Greenwall.——George Wright, Proprietor, resident.~

June 9.—T. P. Mathews, overseer.——Who observes, that their crop has been finished three

weeks ago; that they have made a good one, and that if there be a difl'ereuce in their field
culture, they may be a little backward in their pastures.
 

Georgia.—R. Miller, Proprietor; Charles Scott, Attorney.

June 15.—Jo}m Jones, overseer. We have only one piece of canes left to cut for this
year’s crop; are in the field cultivation. A very short-handed estate.

(signed) E. B. L.
 

Mt. Lebanus.—VV. Wyllys, Proprietor; John Crockett, Attorney.

J une 16.—C. Mapothcr, overseer, observes, they are not so forward with crop as they

were this time last year, and have only turned trash on one piece; have been planting canes
last year, the mill was kept about all night. ' -

This is a very laborious estate; the fields are all hilly, and at a great distance from the

works, great part of it mule—carriage, and the field strength is very low.
(signed) E. B. Lyon.

 

I have now furnished observations upon the crop and cultivation of all the sugar estates

in my district, and am quite satisfied, from my personal observation and knowledge, acquired

through these and other conversations, that the majority are forward in preparation for next

year, and have confident expectation of being enabled to take of? that crop as easily as this,
and that they have not in most instances reduced the quantity of plants, but on the contrary
have, on some estates, increased it.

(signed) E. B. Lyon, Special Justice.
17th June 1835.
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(No. 2.)

Questions for Mr. Lyon.

 

1. Is the extract enclosed an exact and
correct copy of your Report of June last, as
far as relates to Mount Pleasant and Hall
Head ?

2. On what day did Mr. Nockells leave
Mount Pleasant on hisjaunt of pleasure to
the Windward Islands ?

3. Was Mr. O'Reilly then the only resi-
dent white person left on the estate?

4. How long had he been in the island,
or if you are not aware of that, how long
did he remain on the estate as book-keeper?

5. Did he, in point of fact, when residing
on the estate, conduct the cultivation of it
as a book-keeper generally does?

6. Did any other white persons come to
reside on the estate, either before or after
he came away, if so, his name, and time of
his arrival and leaving the estate?

7. If any came, was it Mr. Rivetty or
Riverlog, or of some similar name, and what
estate did he belong to, what estate did he
come from, and was it supposed he came to
remain and belong to the estate; or if not,
where did he return to, and when?

8. How was he exclusively em loyed dur-
ing the time he remained on ount Plea-
sant?

9. Are you aware who paid him his salary
as book-keeper?

10. Why did you not inquire of him the
condition of the cultivation of the estate?

11. Why did you consult the head driver
on the subject?

12. Did you, out of regard to Mr. Nockells,
make more inquiries than usual on the estate,
as to the sugar boiling and rum distilling, as
I think you mentioned it to me at Spanish
Town ?

13. It being understood that Mr. Orgill
was left in charge, did he reside on the estate,
and did you habitually meet him there when
visiting it?

14. Had you any conversation with Mr.
Nockells on the subject of your Report re-
specting his estate, previous to his coming
up to Spanish Town to memorial the House
of Assembly, and if so, of what nature was
the conversation ?

Mr. Lyon’s Replies.

 

' 1. The extract is perfectly correct, except
1n the omtsston of the word absent after Hall
Head overseer.

2. It was, I believe, about the middle of
April that Mr. Nockelis Ieft'Mount Plea-
sant.

3. Mr. O’Reilly was the only white per-
son resident on the estate at the time of
Mr. Nockells’ departure.

4. I cannot say positively how long he
has been in the island, but have reason to
believe it was a short period before he was
engaged as book-keeper, and I fancy he re-
mained there but twa months.

5. I should conceive he was hardly able
to do that, as he was a perfect stranger to
the island and its culture.

6. While he resided on the estate there
was no other white person, or at least after
the departure of Mr. Nockells. After Mr.
O’Reilly left the estate, Mr. Riverty, from
Hall Head, took charge of the boiling
house.

7. Mr. Riverty, from Hall Head, came to
act as temporary book-keeper until the ar-
rival of Mr. Nockells, when he returned to
Hall Head estate, and Mr. Phelan succeeded
hitn in the boiling-house, where he still re-
mains.

8. In the superintendence of the boiling-
house and still-house.

9. I am not.

10. Because he was during the whole of
the period there confined to the boiling and
still-house.

11. Because I conceived him more com-
petent to give me the information I required
than an person on the property.

12. felt so great ananxiety during
Mr. Nockells’ absence, that I visited the
estate much more frequently than formerly,
and always entered the boiling—house, and
frequently remained for half an hour with
the gang.

13. Mr. Orgill did not reside on Mount
Pleasant, nor did I often meet him there.

14. Not the slightest communication with
him on the subject; had I had, Mr. Nockells
would have had no just grounds of appeal-
ing; to the House ot'Assembly. In one of
the statements 'made by Mr. Leslie to the
House of Assembly, he intimated that Hall
Head was under an overseer and a comple-
ment of book-keepers, which statement is
incorrect, from the circumstance of one of
the Hall Head book-keepers superintending
the boiling-house at Mount Pleasant.

Mr. Lyon is unable from debility to write; I have at his dictation written answers to the
above queries.

(signed) D. Ewart, Special Justice.
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(No. 3.)

Sir, The King’s House, 26 December 1835.

I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your replies

to his questions respecting the management of Mount Pleasant and Hall Head, as written

by Mr. Ewart, and expresses his regret that you were not‘well enough to use your pen

vourseif; he observes that you conSider the extract from the Report sent by you in June

Iast to him, which I sent to you by last post, a correct one with but one exception; that,

however, is a most important one, as it involves the whole mistake as to Hall Head estate.

You state that after the word overseer I have omitted one word, which Is in your Report,

namely, the word “ absent.” I have the honour to state to you that no such word is in

your Report now in my possession; it stands precisely as I send it to you, “overseer—

head driver.” In all the previous Reports you had mentioned the overseer aswell by

name as character, as being your author for the information you sent m in your Reports.

His Excellency was aware that Mr. Nockells was concerned for Hall Head as well as

Albany, and overseer of Mount Pleasant, observing in our note as to Mount Pleasant that

he was gone on a jaunt of pleasure to the Windward siands; when he saw that entry he

understood that Mr. Nockeiis had left the estate in charge of the head driver as overseer,

and so reported it to the Colonial Oflice.
\Vith regard to your Report respecting Mount Pleasant, he conceives himself to have

been justified from your Report, for‘ nearly sumllar reasons,1n imagining that the head

driver was the acting overseer. You mentioned that the overseer was away in the VVind-

ward Islands ; you named no other person as being overseer, and alluded to the head driver

as the person from whom you obtained the information. He therefore feels that your

Report, from the circumstances above alluded to, fully justified him in making the Report

he did to the Colonial Office, though not one word can be said to your disadvantage in

respect to that Report; in point of fact, on further investigation of the affair as collected

from your replies to his questions, it does appear that there was no reSIdent white person on

the estate in charge of the cultivation of it, although a book-keeper from another property

did visit it occasionaily. His Excellency has thought right to name this to you, as you

have perfectly unintentionally stated that you had furnished the House of Assembly with a

correct copy of your Report to him, when m point of: fact the omissmn of one word made

so material a difference as to justify a misapprehensmn of the state of the case as to one

property. I am directed to add, that you may make what use you please of this letter.

E. B. Lyon, Esq., Morant Bay.
I am, 8m.

(signed) G. W Nunes, Sec.

 

(No. 4.)

Questions for Mr. O’Reilly.

 

1. WERE you employed as resident book-
keeper on Mount Pleasant estate?

2. How long had you arrived in the island
when you became so?

3. How long did you remain on the‘
estate?

4. Did you actively superintend the es-
tate in the character of book—keeper at the
time you lived on it as such?

5. Were you in point of fact considered,
or did you consider yourself fit to manage
theproperty ?

6. Was there any other white person re-
sident at that time on the property, and if
so, in what department or capacity did he
act, and what was his name?

7. On what day did you leave the estate?

8. Did a Mr. Riverty, or some person of
a similar name, come on the estate, and
when?

9. At what‘ occupation was he em-
ployed ?

10. Did he superintend the field culti-
vation ?

Mr. O’Reilly’s Replies.
 

t. I did not consider myself as such, al-
though my name was on the plantation book,
as I was in expectation of gettinga situation
more to my wishes.

2. I arrived in Jamaica on the 23:] Fe-
bruary 1835; and went to Mount Pleasant
first on the 26th March following, or one
month and three days.

3. From the 26th of March to the 4th or
5th of May, or about 35 days.

4. From my very limited knowledge of
planting business, I should say no, as I
never was in any of the fields, and twice
during that short time absent from the estate
several days at one time.

5. I have reason to think I was not con-
sidered fit; I certainly did not consider my-
self fit.

6. None resident; A. Danvers, a relation
of Mr. Nockells, was then on a visit at
Mount Pleasant, but did not interfere with
the estate.

7. Either the 4th or 5th of May 1835;

8. A Mr. Riverty did come on the estate,
I think on the 18th of April.

9. In the boiling and still-house.

10. Not to my knowledge.

11. [f
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11. Ifhe did not, was there, in point of
fact, any white person resident on the estate
conducting its agriculture?

12. Was the black driver, in point of fact,
the person who managed that settlement?

13.1t has been stated that Mr.0rgill used
to come over occasionally to see that nothing
was going on wrong; ifthat is true,please to
say who was Mr. Orgill, and what estate did

11. None resident; Mr. Orgil], whose
business that was, lived on the adjoining
property.

1?. He managed it under Mr. Orgill’s di-
rections.

13. Mr. Orgill, of Hall Head estate, did
come over to Mount Pleasant; he is overseer
of that property; I did not know him in any
other capacity.

he belong to?
December 26, 1835. (signed) P-. J. O’Reilly.

 

(No. 5.)

Sir, Spanish Town, December 28, 1835.
I BEG leave to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that to the

best of my recollection M r. Neckells left the estate (Mount Pleasant) on or about the 17th
oprril last; but did not leave the island for one or two days afterwards.

I am, 8Lc.
W. G. Nunes, Esq. P.J. O’Reilly.

King’s House.
(signed)

 

—No. 189.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, . Highgate, Jamaica, 1st January 1836.
WITH my usual report on the general state of the island, I have the honour

to enclose to you the originals of the letters which I have received from the
special magistrates by the post, which arrived yesterday. I must say that the
majority of them have given me the greatest gratification, inasmuch as they
confirm almost to the point all those opinions which I have lately given you in
my private as well as public Despatches, respecting the improved state of feeling
which has lately appeared to exist between master and apprentice. There is not
one, I am happy to say, which announces any thing unfavourable in the main,
though in some districts the apprentices are less civilized than in others.
I rejoice in this, because it confirms all which I have foretold to your
Lordship during the last summer, as each fact which came to my knowledge,

as it came fresh to my mind, was immediately communicated to you. Having
felt it my duty to make you acquainted with all my impressions as soon
as I felt sufficiently assured of their truth, may have occasioned trifling discre-
pancies, but I trust that they have been but trifling, and not at all affecting the
general view of the subject. I also rejoice in the present state of things, be-

cause I am persuaded that the planters have become aware of the perilous con.
sequences of harshness; they have lost their former habits of dominion, and
I think I am not deceived in saying that, with a few very obstinate exceptions,
a totally different manner of treatment of the apprentices, which promises the

happiest results, has been adopted. However ignorant are the apprentices,
they are perfectly sensible to their altered condition, and were so from the com-
mencement. Finding new that they are effectually protected, they are not so
anxious to maintain in all their strictness their newly-acquired rights, and
very few complaints indeed are made by them against their masters. In like
manner they know that the law will be enforced against them, and they give

but few causes of serious complaint in comparison to what they did at the com-
mencement of the new system. That they are indolent and often turn out late,
that is, that on ordinary occasions they do not exert their best energies for their

masters, is most true, but until it shall be proved that the negroes are different
from persons of another colour,’ it is but common sense to feel that they
will not work as energetically when they get so little for it as they do now
on their master’s legal hours, as when they feel that the quantum of labour
performed increases their gains. In one of the reports enclosed herewith, your
Lordship will see that now they do 160 cane holes for hire in the time they
used to dig 90 during slavery. I do begin to hope, therefore, that the treat-
ment now adopted by the planters will be found so beneficial to the interests of
the island that it will gradually be ameliorated till the conclusion of the

166. apprenticeship ;
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JAMAICA. apprenticeship; that the conduct of the apprentices will, in a corresponding
—- rate, improve also, till at last, in the year 1840, the change from apprenticeship

to perfect freedom will be accompanied by none of those ruinous consequences
which are still anticipated by many. There are however many here who,
though they behave in a perfectly satisfactory manner towards their apprentices,
feel an internal conviction that they will not be able to assure to themselves

the services of one apprentice after that period; these people, under this
feeling, take no steps to prepare for the change they may suffer, and I fear will;
but it will be their own faults; it is however time enough for that fault to be

remedied, and I trust that the greatly increased confidence which has lately
been very generally exhibited will extend to them also. Some few of the old
overseers, however, must be got rid of ; there are some who have been here for
many years, and Who cannot abandon their deeply rooted prejudices. There
was one, a few weeks ago, whom I detected ordering for the apprentices under
his charge, whenever they gave him any annoyance, the pleasing amusement of
walking before his door, for such period as he might choose, with half hundred
weights upon their heads ; this in the sun, and at the time of day likely to make
it the most serious punishment. This having been detected by that active
magistrate, Mr. Lyon, and reported to me, I named it to Mr. Duncan Robertson,
the attorney for the property, who immediately went down there in company
with Mr. Joseph Gordon, who is, I fancy, the co-attorney of it, and, after a
rigid examination, discharged the man, and with such a character as will, I
fancy, prevent his getting any other situation. These instances, hOWever, are
rare, and being noticed as this has been by the attornies, will not, I trust, be
repeated any Where. There are many, however, Who are rough in their manners
and language, and who do much injury thereby ; I have no doubt but that this
will soften down, and the consequences will, I am certain, be soon visible.
I hear from almost all quarters, that in consequence of the excellent conduct
of the negroes during the Christmas holydays, it is the intention of a great
majority of the managers to give them this day as a holyday, though not one by
law; I am confident that they will benefit by this act of kindness. It has been
generally remarked, that there has been this year by far less of the John Canoeing
and the barbarous accompaniments which heretofore have been practised at this
season. The Christmas-day and Sunday have been, with the exception only of
Kingston, passed in a remarkably serious manner. There, in so large a town,
there must be enough of idlers to make an appearance of the sort; but it was
remarked even there, that the season passed 011' much more rationally than ever
was before known.
With regard to the emigrants, great numbers have been imported by private

individuals, and I fear but inadequate preparation made; I hear, however, of
no complaints respecting those newly arrived. The Olbers arrived a short
time ago with 532. I have the honour to enclose you two reports made to me
on the subject by Messrs. Finlayson and Hawkins; besides these, however,
there have been many more imported by Messrs. Barclay and Salmon, who
is building an extensive settlement for them on his own account, and others.
The Messrs. Mitchel] have imported a great number for their different estates,
and have been, as far as they are concerned, most liberal. I fear, however,
that the selection made for them has not been very good in all instances ; I see
several of them wandering about, who have been discharged regularly from
their service at their own request. None, however, make any complaints of
any sort, excepting those from St. Anne’s, who have been under the charge of
Mr. Hamilton Brown. There are many of them anxious to leave the properties
under that gentleman’s charge, but he has not agreed to their doing so, and
'they have very unjustifiably left the property Without leave, and come to me to
complain, instead of going to the nearest magistrate to have their grievances
redressed. I felt it my duty, as they were regularly indented to the
Messrs. Mitchell, to send them back under an escort of police, to have their
complaints investigated where they were located; the result was, that they
were sentenced to confinement in the house of correction ; one of them, a man
named Frey, has died since, and his death has occasioned many remarks in the
newspapers, it having ”been stated that he died of a broken heart. I cannot
learn that any blame is attributable to those under whom he was placed. I
cannot, however, help thinking how much more judicious, because more smi-

cessfu ,
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cessful, has been the management of the other persons connected with the
affairs of that most respectable and liberal firm ; I mean more successful as far
as the emigrants are concerned, and say so, because I never hear any com-
plaints from any of those located in other places belonging to those gentlemen.
I regret to say, that sickness still prevails extensively amongst the special
magistrates ; nine have this week been so ill as either not to have been able to
go their rounds at all, or at all events in a very limited manner, and one,
Mr. Otway Brown, has died.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 189.

RETURN of the NUMBER of MILES travelled and Esums visited by the SPECIAL Jusncns

during the Month of December 1835.
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Alley. W. H. — - 56 8 5 101 12 11 61 11 6 91 12 7 45 3 1 354 46 32
Baines, Thus. G. - 72 11 10 56 12 12 71 12 10 60 12 11 59 10 10 320 57 53
Baynefi.E-D-- ~ 63 13 12 61 10 6 60 12 9 102 20 13 - - 111 - - 306 55 40
Ben, W- A- - - 76 17 12 69 15 12 57 16 9 71 15 14 49 9 342 72 56
130111116, StEphen - 38 8 4 - - - - - - - Onleave - - - 4 - - - - - - - - - 38 8 4
Brown, Otway - 96 29 24 78 20 16 - - 111 - - - - Died 29 Dec. . . 174 49 42
Cooking, Ralph - 75 21 16 60 20 19 57 [10 | 10 - . - - Fever - - 212 51 47
Connor, N. A. - - - . . .. . - - - Veryill.

Cooper, R. S. - - 64 4 1 42 9 6 At home in 76 20 10 25 6 5 209 39 22
Daughtrey. John - 67 12 5 59 12 11 67 10 3 55 8 3 20 6 6 246 48 26
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Lyon, E.B. - - - - - . _ - - Fever ‘

Marlton,W.H. - 76 19 14 96 19 12 63 5 3 68 15: 6 64 10 7 387 68 42
M‘Leod,A.N. - 38 16 11 24 7 1 - - - _ - - - Onleav - - - - - - - 62 22 12
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My Lord, Mile Gully, 30th December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the general state of this district is

very satisfactory.

The negro population behave well, and are generallydisposed to industry; the apprentices

receive from their masters, managers and overseers theltlndest treatment, and I can wnth

confidence state that complaints have much decreased smce I commenced my duties as a
special justice.

In this district there are large cofl'ee estates, and extensive pens in good cultivation, but
the cleaning of the coffee pieces is not as forward as formerly. The crops are universally
abundant.

It is with great satisfaction I am able to state that the Christmas has passed over orderly

and well. The apprentices returned to their work cheerfully on Monday last.

There is a church of the established religion at Wear, which is well attended, and another
Moravian church higher up in this district very numerously attended. There are schools
on many of the properties, as well as those at the different churches.

The apprentices are, generally speaking, most anxious to be instructed, and their attend-
ance at church affords a favourable prospect for the future.

 

I have, &C.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W. H. Alley.
81c. Ste.

My Lord, Aylmers, St. John’s, 30th December 1835.

IN obedience to your Excellency’s commands, requiring a report of the present state of
this district, I have the honour, in reply to the first question touching the disposition, in-
dustry and behaviour of the negro population, to observe that the labour afforded by the
apprentices to their masters is, in this quarter, fairly proportioned to the time established by
law ; and that they work as well as can in reason be expected from people acting only from
compulsion, and not incited by the stimulus of want, of interest or of emulation ; for they
have not yet attained the degree of civilization necessary for the influence of the latter; and
with regard to the two former, I apprehend it would be equally difficult, in a country of
such unbounded fertility, to persuade even the German or British peasant that his interests
would lead him to give that time and exertion to a master, which the possession of a very
small piece of land or trifling sum of money would enable him to apply independently, and
With more profit to his own immediate purposes.

If the apprentice works at present with more regularity and less 0 position, active or
passive, than he did at the commencement of the system, it is because e now understands
his position better; he sees he can only be coerced by the law, but he finds that the law will
coerce him if requisite. The experience of eighteen months has moreover taught him to
place more reliance on the assertions of his white superiors than he formerly did: hence,
fewer disputes and misunderstandings between bodies of apprentices and their managers;
and hence the negro works adequately, but, it cannot be added, zealously, cheerfully or
willingly.

As regards religious and moral improvement, I have remarked but little progress, perhaps
' ecause there has not been sufficient time to render amelioration visible. I have latterly,
when occasion has offered, been in the habit of examining the negroes on this head, and I
regret to say I have scarcely found one not deplorably ignorant of the simplest principles of
the Christian religion ; and this without any reference to the peculiar tenets, sect or persua-
sion of their respective religious instructors. I have not remarked that the negro regards
the sacredness of an oath more, or understands its nature better than at the period of my
last Report; nor has his habitual addiction to petty thefts and minor crimes been in any
respect corrected ; I say minor crimes, for that utter disregard to law, that daring violation
ofthe liens of society, the deep die and desperate character which so often distinguish crime
at home, are amongst the negro population rare in the extreme. It is lamentably true that
the negro indulges to the same extent as heretofore in polygamy and promiscuous inter—
course of the sexes; and what is very unusual with the natives of warm climates, he is also
given to the vice of excessive drinkinc. These latter faults are doubtless engendered and
fostered by the pernicious custom of allowing the negroes to hold nightly orgies, usually
commencing at dusk on Saturday evening, and often continued until the hell on Sunday
morning gives the summons for divine service. At these assemblies every license and de-
bauchery to be expected from a half savage population, without check 01' control, reign
under cover of night with unbounded impunity, to the subversion of all sense of decency, to
the hindrance of all improvement, and with equal detriment to the health of the apprentice,
the interests of his employer and the advancement of Christianity. ‘

The
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The treatment the apprentices receive from their masters and managers is throughout this
district considerate and humane; and it is but justice to both parties to state, that no
instance of cruelty or oppression on the one hand, or of atrocious crime on the other, has
occurred during the eighteen months that I have acted as arbiter between them. General
misunderstandings between managers and their apprentices are now rarer than at first, but
the number of complaints against individuals for petty offences, such as those I have
instanced above, do not, I regret to say, appear to be at all on the decrease. The negro
provision grounds and gardens are in this district extensive and flourishing; none but the
idle, the worthless and runaways are without grounds; and such is the fertility of the soil
that a few hours’ labour will provide a week’s subsistence for a whole family. With proper
attention, even with their present time, not merely the bare necessaries, but the comforts
and even the luxuries of life are in their power; their condition is in this res ect, no doubt,
vastly superior to that of the peasantry in the most favoured part of Great ritain. Some
have large sums of money hoarded; many possess several horses, and not a few indulge in
swine, and the other expensive articles imported from Europe.

There is a want of uniformity in the management of the different estates in this district
which, whether we consider the interests of the proprietor, or the convenience of the negro,
it is highly desirable to remedy, as it is the source of discontent on some properties, on
which the negro considers himself less indulgently treated than on others. Nothing, I feel
assured, would be more mutually beneficial than one regular system as to the hours ot'labour,
the rate of wages and the distribution of allowances and indulgences, as far as local and
peculiar circumstances will permit throughout the island.

With reference to the appearances and prospects of the approaching crop, I have to
observe that cultivation has, as regards its mode, been conducted in this district as well as
heretofore; and that the cane fields are as clear as the diminished hours of labour will
permit. Some weeks since, a fair average return was expected, but latterly the frequent rains
which have fallen, by throwing the cane too forward, have unfortunately produced a pre-
mature arrowing, which has destroyed all chance of a crop equal to the last; a very con-
siderable falling off must in consequence be looked for.

The conduct of the apprentices during the holydays has, I am happy to state, been quiet
and orderly; and their return to their occupations on Monday morning prompt and
general.

Very few steps have as yet been taken to provide a suitable system of education for the
negro population of this district. There is a Sunday school in this vale, under the super-
intendence of the rector of the at'ish, the attendance averages about twenty. At Point
Hill we have a parochial estab ishmem, where instruction is afforded to about seventy
children of both sexes; it is directed by Mr. M‘Pherson, the clerk, in a very intelligent and
satisfactory manner, but the children are all of free parents. There is also at Point Hill,at‘
the Baptist chapel, a Sunday school and a night school; the attendance on the Sabbath
amounts to forty, but at night rarely exceeds four, owing to the distance and the frequency
of the rain in that quarter. Another chapel of the same persuasion is now being erected
at no great distance from the former; a school, principally for apprentices, is I understand
to be attached to it. The proprietors in this district have as yet afforded no assistance;
but it is to be hoped they will now come forward, and I have reason to believe that many
of the smaller settlers will co-operate in this great and necessaryundertaking.

To produce successful results at so early a date, as is absolutely requisite for the interest of
the mixed population, and even the safety of the island, instruction should not be limited
to the children free under the Abolition Act. Sunday and night schools for all, except the
aged, should be immediately established; and all children under twelve years of age should
be com pelled to attend the public establishments in contemplation, at least three times in the
week, even ifthe country should have to pay the dissentient proprietor for the loss of their
labour. It is also most expedient, that as many of the children as possible should ‘be sepa-
rated from their parents; unless this be done, nothing short of fatuity can look for moral
improvement. The parents may be allowed to visit them on Sundays, but on no account
should the children be permitted to go home.

Corrumpunt vitiot‘um exempla domestico cet‘to. The contagion of example will undo in
a day the labour of a year. Thus removed from what they ought not to see, and taught
what they ought to do, the rising generation will possess advantages not yet enjoyed by the
negro race. If some system of this kind be not tried, I see no prospect of their advancing,
for a long time, in the scale of human beings; and if it be adopted, it will soon satisfac-
torily solve the problem of their natural equality or inferiority to the white man. The
children thus situated ought, after the first year, with the assistance of a few able hands to
instruct and overlook them, to cultivate a quantity of provisions sufficient to maintain
themselves, and thus lighten the expense of their bringing up to the public.

I have, Ste.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Ed. Dacrest Baynes.

8w. 8Lc. 81c.
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My Lord, Unity, near Barking Lodge, 29th December 1835.
IN obedience to the circular of the 3d December instant, I have the honour of stating to

your Excellency'that my district remains in the same quiet orderly state; theapprentices
working better and more cheerfully, the supplies good and abundant; memcal and offered
to the free children, and I rarely have occasion to remark any harshness on the part of the
master, who affords them kind protection and indulgences beyond the law ; icomplaints
have considerably decreased, and I am seldom driven to the Painful necessny of punishing,
and I am happy to say that there is a decided imptovement in. the conduct of the appren-
tices. As regards the crops, I am fearful of hazardmg an optmon;_should the rain continue
(which has been without intermission for the last month in the parish), I am led to believe
it will not only injure the present crop, but also the roots for next year, cutting up the cane
pieces in taking them off. The canes looked remarkably fine. and the planter seemed
satisfied with the prospect of a return equal to the land in cultivation; the pastures are
improved ; the apprentices generally attend some place of worship; are attentive and clean;
infant education is backward in this part of the parish, nor, generally speaking, are the
parents willing to avail themselves of instruction for the children, except in the master’s
time; and I fear, unless compelled by the Legislature, kind intentions alone will not have
the desired effect. The Rev. Mr. Cooke and Panton are very attentive in affording instruc-
tion. There is also a Mr. Jefi‘ers, a catechist, who visits most of the estates in the Plan-
tation Garden, River District, but only taking in Sloakes Hall in my district. Upon the l 1
estates 382 children are receiving weekly catechetical instruction, and 170 learning to read;
there is also a school at Bath free to children of all classes; the parish pay the master
(Mr. Wardel) 180 l. per annum, and find books, 8w. _

I am happy to inform your Lordship that the Christmas holydays passed off without my
having had a single complaint; the masters behaved most liberally to the people upon the
estates. I cannot but lament that the free children are brought up in idleness, and no
disposition evinced by the parents to return the master some trifling labour for his
kindness. ’ I have, 8w.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thomas Baines,
8L0. 8Lc. Special Justice.

 

Elin, Great House,
My Lord, December 29, 1835, St. Elizabeth.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in my district, the apprentices are orderly and
quiet. I have very little complaints as to their neglect of labour; cattle minders, watch-
men, and now and then tradesmen who are sent alone to the woods to split shingles, &c.
neglect their work, but seldom the field gang. The conduct of the masters, managers,
8Lc. towards the apprentices is not to he complained of, as they generally do them justice,
and often kindness; it is a matter of opinion, but it is mine, that if they would speak and
explain to them more their orders, and the reasons for them, at times it would save the
apprentice from doing wrong, and prevent complaints; but the manager is here an officer,
his constables are subalterns, and the gang the privates; the consequence is, that with-
out all this discipline, they cannot understand three or four taking work in their own time,
and in my district it has not been much pressed upon them, except for one day, on par-
ticular occasions, and they have as often worked as refused; complaints on both sides have
decreased. I have 13 estates in my district, six of them Lexpect, though the field is clean
generally, will make from 5 to 10 hogsheads less than last year, four of the above six are
peculiarly situated as to an entail, so as to prevent the attornies from speculation or any
extra exertion; of the remaining seven, some will double their last year’s crops, and all
will amend them by many hogsheads; for next, or crop for 1836-7, I expect, if things
remain in statu guo, a still greater improvement, as even the managers’ exertions have
been checked by, to them, the immense change in society.

Pimento and coffee properties and ginger are doing well, as also pens, wherever
they worked with their own strength, and did not pay jobbing, which has become scarce.

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that the holydays have passed over quietly,
and as far as I have yet travelled every body had commenced work as usual, and I have

 

heard nothing to the contrary elsewhere. I have, 8w.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W. A. Bell,

Ste. 8:0. Special Magistrate.

My Lord, Elin, Great House, December 28, 1835.
INSTRUCTION to the apprentices in my district, I am sorry to say, by attornies, managers,

Ste. is not much attended to, and though the number of schools, or rather opportunities for
learning to read, might appear enough, it is not so, for the district being so large, the
distances will prevent many from enjoying any share of it.

It would require at least one school to every two estates when they are contiguous and
taken in the surrounding settlers; whereas there are only—

Mr. Eaton, (I believe paid by some fund missionary or church missionary,) at Lacovia
Town, and many go from the mountains and learn from him.

Mr. Steen, Maroon Town—Church Missionary Society pays him.
Mr. Williams, the rector, and Mr. Hilton, the curate, do much.

I hear
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I hear that Mr. Farquharson, Member of Assembly, who is now Receiver Mexico Estate,
is about to have a_ teacher, church tmsstonary, there. A Mr. Zoin (Moravian) comes into a
a part of my district. These I believe are all, and not near enough ; also these or some of
them, I believe, are only Suntiay schools. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W. A. Bell,
8L0. Ste. Special Magistrate.

 

REPORT of the particular State of the District of Special Justice Cooking, St. James’s,
December 29, 1835. '

THE disposition, industry and behaviour of the apprentices since the commencement of
my duties in this district have improved very much; the treatment they have received from
their masters, managers and overseers has been kind in the extreme, and complaints have
decreased very much.
The appearance and prospects of the ensuing crop are good, the cultivation of estates

has been carried on in a proper manner. but not to the extent as formerly ; the canes are in
very good order, and a fair average proportion is expected; the plants for crop (1837) are
increased in number of acres, and extremely well manured; this, with good seasons, will
insure an increase to that year’s crop. '
The apprentices have behaved extremely well during the Christmas holydays, and have

returned to their duties in an orderly manner (as far as I have understood); they received
the usual indulgences from their masters of salt fish, rum and sugar, and every faci-
lity has been afforded them of spending a happy Christmas, which they appear to have
appreciated.

There are four schools in this district; one at Marly, and the other three at Cornwall,
Rippon and Hampden ; the former is conducted under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr.
Smith, of the established religion, the latter three under those of the Rev. Mr. Blyth,
Mr. Waddell and Mr. Dendy, of dissenting persuasions. Every facility to education is af-
forded at these establishments, and I understand the pupils are progressing fast. Besides
this, the Rev. Mr. Smith visits during the week a number of estates under the management
of Mr. George Gordon, and instructs the adults and junior pupils in the several minor
branches of education as well as in religion; but I think it would be also commendable if
some schools of industry could be established, as thejunior pupils when away from under the
observance of their tutors are liable to contract habits of idleness.

(signed) H. Cooking, Sp. Mag.
 

My Lord, Orange Hill, 29 December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the following Report of the state of my

district.
The heavy rains in November and the early part of the present month have produced the

most beneficial change in the state of promise for the ensuing crop, and in some degree
raised the hopes which had been depressed by the failure of the October “ season rains,” so
that many of the planters now anticipate better returns, especially from plants, than they
ventured to talk of three months ago.
The kindly feeling which has been for some time back slowly but steadily extending

itself, seems now, I am happy to say, to pervade the entire district, and the intercourse
between manager and apprentice is now disturbed by very few of those collisions so frequent
in the beginning of the year. The apprentices are now not only willinor but anxious to
labour for hire; and as a proof that among them, as with other people, the hope of reward
operates more powerfully than the fear of rnnishment as a stimulus to labour, it is notorious
that many who under the old system cou d not be induced to dig more than ninety cane-
holes will now in their own time dig 160 per day for hire. The wages given are fair, and
as both parties invoke the opinion and advice of the special justices in their agreements,
mutual confidence has removed many grounds of complaint, and the planters, I would
almost say to a man, express a certainty that the crop will be easily and quietly taken off.
The apprentices evince increased anxiety about houses and Grounds, many who have long

been without either are now desirous to get them, and those w 0 have them keep them in a
condition highly creditable to their industry. Religion is rapidly 5 reading among them,
and marriages _so frequent as to afl'ord room for the hope that it wil shortly banish concu-
binage from the but of the negro. To one subject in particular I beg to rivet the atten-
tion of your Excellency, because; my Lord, I am sure it will alford your Excellency
leasure; it is the improved appearance of the negro children on estates generally,
mean those under six years of age. The conduct of the negro parent resents an

example their more fortunate neighbours might imitate with advantage, and t ough they
will not consign their children to the thraldrom they have themselves so long suffered under,
they display the most praiseworthy anxiety to obtain for them protectors, who will impart
to them the blessings of education. With respect to the provision made in my district
for the diffusion of knowledge among the ap rentices or their children, I am not aware of
a_Dy other than a Moravian establishment on rwin estate, supported and established b the
llberality of Thomas D. Hall, esq. the pro rietor of that property, but the vicinage of on—
tegt} Bay, where there are several schoo 5 under the superintendence of the Dissenters,obv1ates in a great measure the evil of deficiency.
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In general the managers appear to have fallen in with the spirit of the new system, and

the necessity for conciliation is admitted by most of them, and on most estates in this

district they are kind and considerate to the people, but I regret to say there are still a few,

and happily a very few, who are only deterred by the threatened penalties of the law from

indulging in all the savage despotism they safely practised underthe old system.

Upon the whole, the aspect of agricultural society has greatly imptoyed and still appears-

to do so. Industry, religion and morality are spreading fast among the apprentices, and

humanity extending her benign influence over the minds and conduct of the managers.
The ensuing crop will on some estates fall short of the last, but on many Wlll equal, and on

some will exceed it, and from the quantity of plants put in this year and the improved

character of the agricultural operations, (who are by many planters acknowledged to do as

much in the nine hours now as in the same time formerly,) there is every reason to

expect a very large crop for next year. _
Complaints have diminished very greatly; the major part of them now preferred are by

apprentices against each other, or by managers against individuals; few or none are now

made as formerly against gm: 8; petty thefts from each other or of canes, disobedience

on an occasional case of an 01 runaway, are now the principal matters or subjects of com-

plaint. Rarely indeed does one occur at the instance of an apprentice against the

 

master. I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of SligO, (signed) R. L. C00per,

Ste. Ste. Special Magistrate.

My Lord, St. Elizabeth, December 29, 1835.
THE holydays have passed over in this district with the most perfect good order and

good feeling; I have neither seen nor heard of any thing to regret in the behaviour
of the people. No complaint has reached me with respect to their manner of turning
out on Monday morning, and I have reason to believe that was equally satisfactory. The

groups which fell under my notice at their work on that day were I thought particularly
cheerful and lighbhearted; I have never seen them in better temper.
The good feeling, I am happy to state, has not been confined to the negro. It would be

doing injustice to the proprietors and managers not: to say that they have done their part

to encourage and promote it. The usual Christmas allowances have been pretty generally

iven. Perhaps too the prevailing good humour was not the less for a little act of grace

with which the season commenced. The holydays happening this year to fall chiefly upon

the negroes’ own time, I used the freedom to recommend in a short circular that forthis

reason, and in order that the people may be better prepared to attend divine service on
Christmas-day, they should be drawn off at twelve instead of four on Thursday. [was
gratified, I confeSS, to find that the suggestion was generally adopted, and with the utmost
cordiality.

Probably on no other occasion during the year is the progress which the negro class
have made in civilization more strikingly marked than at the period of Christmas. Instead

of occupying themselves in the debasing exhibitions of their former barbatism, many fre-

quented the church or the chapel; others have passed the time in friendly visits, and in

social, if not \‘et‘y rational intercourse with each other. I would not be understood to
intend that much religion or much refinement is associated with this, or that there is not a

large remaining admixture of depravity and vice, but the savage at least has disappeared,
and the work of civilization and moral improvement is visibly advancing.

It is a circumstance worthy of notice, that in this parish alone not fewer than 300 of the

apprentices appeared well mounted on Christmas—day, and that the new dresses displayed
on the occasion, both by men and women, were of a better and more expensive kind than

usual; proving, I think, that many have had greater command of means than heretofore.
This, from the additional time they have had to work ground, or to hire, we had a right to

expect. Every step they take in this direction is a real improvement; artificial wants

become in time real wants. The formation of such habits affords the best security for
negro labour at the end of the apprenticeship. The better and aspiring class of negroes to

which these remarks apply, far outvie in the article of dtjess the peasantry of England.

There are, however, not a few from one cause or other still low enough in the scale of out-

ward comforts. From the tenor of the preceding observations your Excellency will infer

that I am prepared to report favourably upon the state of things in this district, both as

respects the managers and their people. The behaviour of many of the apprentices is very

far from what I could wish it to be, particularly some of the younger peOple, the children,
mothers and women who are expecting to become such, but upon the whole it has improved,

and is improving especially upon the larger and best managed properties. They work
with more apparent cheert’ulness, are less addicted to ferocious personal quarrels, and

seem to have somewhat less jealousy and distrust towards those who are in authority over

them; and since the manner in which they perform their duties is so much influenced by
the humour they indulge, this improved temper is of course in favour of the work, and I

have no doubt that more is therefore now done in the allotted time than at an earlier
period of the apprenticeship.

Those under my charoe are very well aware that the labour with me is the main thing~
work and civility; but ftell them if the work is not done every thing else goes for nothing.
Where insufficient work is satisfactorily proved, I have only one course, to require them to

make it up in their own time. Nothing leads so effectually to check the evil; they always

know when neglect has taken place. I discover no indication of their labour beitilg
genera ly
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generally oppressive to them ; they work in the sun without exhaustion, and evidently much
refer a high temperature to the cooler air of tne morning, so refreshing to an European.
he strength and agility they put forth, in pursuance of some of their own objects is per-

fectly surprising. ’
The plan of‘task-work, I am happy to observe, is beginning to prevail more than at first ;

I am anxtous in every way to encourage it, as conducing equally to the benefit of the
labourer, and the property on which he is employed. When people are on task-work,com-
plaints ot'misbehaviour are rarely heard of; this system of work may be a plied to a much
greater extent than has generally been admitted. If a judgment can be formed of what is
a due proportion of labour after it is finished, why not before it is begun? I should rejoice
to see it universal. '

It is with peculiar satisfaction I feel myself enabled to state, that a progressive improve-
ment is taking place in the general temper and behaviour ol'managers towiirds their people.
The most sensible and enlightened have doubtless made the change upon principle, others
perhaps less willingly, or even unconsciously to themselves; stili; whatever the actuating
cause, a visible change has been produced gratifying in itself and hopeful in its aspect upon
the future. As the apprentice term wears away this improvement, in what may be called
the moral management of negroes,will, I trust, every year become more marked and
decided.

I need scarcely add, that complaints on both sides, especially those at all of a serious
nature, have diminished very considerably since I assumed my duties in this district at the
early part ofthe year.

Your Excellency is aware that I have four sugar estates under my official charge. Front
the best information I can collect, three of the four are certain to make a good average
crop; one of them to exceed it. With respect to the other, I am unable to express so con-
fident an opinion, but should there be any falling off in that one instance, it will not be to
a considerable extent; and to those who are acquainted with the disadvantages under
which that estate has laboured, the difference is easily accounted for. Unfortunately for all
the sugar crops in this neighbourhood, the months of October and November were un-
usually dry, and this want of moisture checked the growth of the cane at a most important
crisis in its progress towards maturity, or still better hopes would have awaited the comingr
crop. The produce ofeach of the three best cuitivated estates will exceed that of last year, one
ofthem by nearly a fifth; next year they confidently expect to do still better. I make these
statements upon the authority of those best entitled to give the opinion. The season may
obstruct their hopes, but they have no such dream as that the system will do so. I shall
not inflict upon these gentlemen the injustice to insinuate that this success is irrespective of
their own good management and exertions. No, I have myself been the witneSS of their
anxious persevering efforts, and I say they have succeeded, because of their good manage-
ment; had they failed, therefore, it would have been for the want of good management.
This is a conclusion which planters constantly make with respect to individuals among
themselves, and why is it unfair or unreasonable in me to apply it to the whole? Suppos-
ing the special justice to do his duty, I then repeat the offensive affirmation, that nothing
more is wanted than a practical, sensible, equitable and vigilant manager to ensure the
working of the present system on any property, and where any of these are absent, I see
not by what right the blame is to be laid upon the negro. This position, at first considered
so audacious, is now indeed scarcely denied by any one, and the sooner its truth is generally
allowed the better for all parties. It was fairly tempting managers to relaxed exertions
when so plausible and popular an excuse was ready made for them.
Whatever may be the return made by the sugar estates of this neighbourhood, whatever

above or below the anticipated proportion, but one Opinion can be formed as to their con-
dition and cultivation. The cane fields present almost the appearance of a garden)? pro-
bably no one ever saw them cleaner. 1 defy any person with the least portion oftruth in
his composition to contradict this statement. As I have already intimated, the respective
managers deserve great credit for this state of things. .

With reSpect to the other kinds of cultivation in this district, I feel it less necessary at
this moment to offer extended remarks. The collection of pimcnto, the second bearing,
hasjust been completed very satisfactorily, both as to the quantity gathered, and the labour
of the peopie.

Ofcofiee, which is however not cultivated to much extent in this part of the parish, I
have received rather gratifying accounts. . . .
The ginger it is feared may fail, or at least sufl'er consrderably from the continued rams,

at a period of the year when they are not usually expceted, but this is at present somewhat
matter of conjecture, and good results may yet be realized ; a (:onSIderahly larger quantity

has been planted than last year. ‘ ‘ _ .

The pens, I have reason to think, have suffered very little by the diminution of

the hours of labour under the present system; most of them at least are in a very
creditable condition, fences well kept up and pastures tolerably'clean. It is an eneou-
raging circumstance for this kind of property that some descriptions of stock, partieu-
larly mules'and horses, are realizing an improved price and lure muchin request. With
respect to steers, if the price is low the demand is brisk, and it IS I believe a sound com-
mercial axiom that a good demand always issues in an advance of pl'lce': One oi the
principal pen-keepers in this neighbourhood has assured me-that he had not for many years
known a larger demand. With
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With this improvement in the real and prospective value of some of the products of the

island, I have also to mention that the value of labour has advanced. Under the depres-

sion which the gloomy forebodings connected with the change was allowed to produce, the

rate of jabbing labour had fallen to ts. 6d. per day, but now all parties are requiring 28.,

and readily obtained it. It may be worth while to remark, that I scarcely know an in-

stancein which those gangs are called for to supply the deficiencies of regular routine
labour, but generally to execute'sotne new and distinct projects, indicating rather the

progress than the decline of cultivation, taken as a whole- I discern several improve-
ments of this nature rising up slowly around me. A constderable amount of labour is

now obtained for purposes of this kind from individual apprentices. Whatever reluctance

they may once have had to hire themselves exists no longer; they take leave however to

choose a master that will be civil and pay them “ the cash.” Nor are they so remarkable

forimprovidence as has been loosely alleged, for when their grounds absolutely require
attention I find them indisposed to hire. The charge that they were generally neglecting

their grounds, made with so much confidence some time ago, is I observe no longer urged.

It has been always true of individual vagabonds on every property. The charge with re-
spect to others is more likely soon to be, not that they are neglecting to cultivate, but that
they are cultivating too much.
The encouraging view of things which, upon the whole, my report presents, has its

exceptions, and these are chiefly found among the smaller plantations. Negroes under the
superintendence of females or of persons of the coloured class, are almost always badly
managed, and therefore badly behaved. The occasional interposition of the magistrate
is insufficient to supply the absence of that moral ascendancy of which these parties are
too generally destitute.
On the interesting subject of schools, I regret that even from this favoured part of the

island so little comparatively can be reported. The parish of St. Elizabeth has been long
regarded, I am aware, as a sort of head-quarters of such efforts. I fear this must be taken
ratheras proving how little has been done elsewhere than how much has been effected
here. True the benevolent work of education found here some of its earliest and most
enlightened friends, and other and remote parishes have reaped benefit from their exer-
tions; still but little has yet been (lone for St. Elizabeth’s; I speak advisedly when I state

that not one-fourth of the children are at 'all under instruction; I mean such regular

and systematic instruction as can be reckoned of any value. The excellent “ Ladies’
Society” have two or three small schools in the district, and the exemplars and esteemed

Moravian minister, besides devoting himself to the drudgery of personal teaching at home
in the absence of a competent master, maintains a sort of school itinerary upon several of the
estates in the neighbourhood of his chapel. The exertions too of Mr. Marcey, of the
Kepp, a magistrate, deserve particular mention; for some years he has taken up the
labour of a schoolmaster as a sort of profession, and with a zeal and perseverance almost
romantic. .

But in naming some of the distinguished friends and promoters of education, I must
not omit to add the Farquharsons, who from their numbers and respectability are a host in
favour of any measure conducing to the moral Welfare of this community.
With these exceptions no efforts have, I think, been yet made either by proprietors or

attornies in direct furtherance of the work of education in this district. Happily, how-
ever, none are any longer inimical to it, and most are, I am disposed to believe, ready to
afford it their friendly patronage and support. Mr. Salmon with much liberality has
offered land for the purpose of schools, and others will I doubt not come forward in various
ways whenever any thing like a general system is formed.
Among the apprentices the desire of instruction in the art of reading at least is almost

universal; elementary books have been distributed among them to a. considerable extent.
I may just mention, that I myself have dispersed more than a thousand, and they are
nearly all in daily use. Without assistance, or with such only as they obtain from each
other, great numbers have advanced to a knowledge of small words; many of them show
surprising perseverance in the attempt. In all my official itinerancy “ the schoolmaster”
seems to attend me, for no break of leisure is sufl‘ered to pass, much less an evening, in
which I do not see my own servants with the book in hand, or hear them employed in
imparting to others a portion of their own humble attainments.
But though this is gratifying and good as far as it goes, it falls very, very short of what

the exigencies of the negro class in their present moral condition require.
A knowledge of letters may tend to their civilization, and remotely to something better;

but what I conceive to be comparatively called for is the almost total separation of the
children from their parents in order to their being trained in entirely new principles and
new habits; schools in which they should be trained to labour as well as to learning, their

labour being made to contribute to their support.
Brought up with their parents, what they gain in moral sentiment at the school they

wiil lose at home; probably not one in a thousand of these parents have any thing like a
stnca and sacred regard for either honesty or truth. Duplicity in one shape or other forms
a component part of the character of an emancipated negro. I by no means wonder at it;
the fruit is the natural product of the seed and the soil ; but is it not of the first import-
ance, in any attempts to benefit their ofi'spring, to rescue them from such inevitable con-
tamination? I have, 8Lc.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Juo Daughtrey.

My
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My Lord, Falmouth, 29 Dec. 1835.I HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency, agreeable to your Lordship’s letterof the 3d December, requesting astatement of the state of this district, the apprentices
on estates generally are behaving better, although I have occasional complaints of their
not performing a sufficiency of work. As I have had no complaints lately of ill treatment
from the master to the apprentice, I suppose none exist, for the latter seldom neglect com-plaining when such is the case‘ Complaints between master and apprentice have decidedly
decreased very much of late; but I have observed that the apprentices are more prone toquarrel amongst themselves than formerly.
The apprentices generally are decidedly behaving better than formerly, 'and much moreso than when the apprenticeship first commenced. '
The appearance of this immediate district is not very favourable for a good crop, but a

great deal is to be attributed to the dry fall, which will cause some estates to fall consider-
ably from last crop, but others nearer the hills will make equal to iast year.
The cane pieces are in tolerable order, so far as cleanliness goes, but the canes are short.The pastures generally, I am sorry to add, are in bad order; but as many estates do notput the mili about before the ist of February, they have got a little time to clean them.The Christmas holydays passed ofl' quietly, the masters giving the usual allowance of salt

fish, sugar and rum.
Nu plan of general education can, 1 think, succeed except Government undertakes it, for in

many respects the proprietors are too poor (in consequence of the extra wages they are
obliged to pay the people) to afford it; and even in cases where schools have been esta-
blished upon estates for the young children, very few attend, preferring to go to the
nearest sectarian minister, of whom there are a great many in this district, and, to their
praise be it spoken, their exertions are great.

 

I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thos. Davies, s. M.

8m. Ste. Ste.

My Lord, Retirement, Great House, 29th Dec. 1835.
IN compliance with your Excellency’s circular, dated the 3d inst., requiring to be in-formed on the state of my district, disposition of the negro population, the treatment they

receive from their masters, managers and others, and whether complaints have decreased
since I assumed office, Ste. 8tc.:

I have the honour to state that experience convinces me that my first estimate of theircharacter is correct, that they are infinitely less vicious than Europeans. Not one instanceof rape, murder, assault, highway robbery or house breaking has come to my knowledge;petty thefts, a disregard for truth, and comparative indoleuce is nearly the entire amount of
their imperfections. They work freely for hire. Mr. Hilton, the member for this parish,
has had nearly the whole of his extensive coffee plantations cleaned by extra labour. Up-wards of 100 supernumerary hands have been employed by him for some successive Satur— ’
days. Messrs. Shelly, Metreson, Crosdaile, M‘Farlen and many others find no difficulty in
obtaining assistance whenever they offer hire. These gentlemen complain of the price of
labour; but no one instance of their refusing to work has come to my knowledge. The
calumnies heaped on the order to which I belong induces me to exhibit individual facts in
preference to general statements; the latter carries with it but little responsibility, whilst
the former must be supported by evidence, and cannot be got rid of by desultory
or universal contradiction.

In continuation, I have the honour to state that it is due to the resident proprietors
to acquaint your Excellency that their conduct is universally kind and conciliating to their
people. The overseers, it is true, do not mix much of the suaviter in. modo in their
management; but their conduct is utterly and positively exempt from cruelty.

In the second paragraph your Lordship required a general statement of the cultivation.
and promise of crop. The stqple of this district is coffee; and I still am of opinion, not-
withstanding a most unpropitious season, that it will exceed an average crop; but the
heavy and continued rains, accompanied with a blight which has not only injured the
fruit, but the tree, has disappointed the hopes and calculations of many; yet, my Lord, I
still repeat, that this district will exceed an average crop. The five sugar estates are look-
ing clean, healthy and promisinv. The usual number of acres has not nor will not be
planted; this is attributable solely to the deduction of three hours’ each day, the twenty-
five Saturdays and half Fridays taken from the estates, which must necessarily abridge the
cultivation, and not to any fault in the apprentices. .In reply to the inquiry contained in the third paragraph of your Excellency’s Circular,
I regret to answer that there are no public or private schools in this district to promote or
encourage education of any sort. '
The Christmas has passed over in peace, and this district is in profound tranquiliity.

Punishments are much on the decrease in a population of 4,000 adults. I do not think
that they will average two to the 100, including penal gang and corporal inflictions. .

I cannot conclude without acquainting your Excellency that the change from nine
to eight hours’ labour has proved vexatious to the people, and I am sure unprofitable to
the estates; with some few overseers I have had sufficient influence to cause a return
to the nine hours’ system; it was received as a boon, and I am happy to add, has
produced beneficial results to the properties.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8w.

Ste. &c. 8m. T. A. Dillon, 5. I. p
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Special Magistrate’s REPORT for the District of Manchioneal, St. Thomas in the East,

‘ 29 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to report that during the last quarter the apprentices attached to the

district over which I preside are improved in good disposition, industrious habits, and

uiet behaviour, as is evinced by the few complaints brought before me by either party,

and the fact (particularly in Manchioneal) of their working for wages, earning ample recom-

pense, and giving full satisfaction. I have also to state, that .the masters, managers and

overseers all co-operate with me in encouraging. the good habits of the negro population,

by continuing their former a'llowanceS, wuth medical attendance to their free children, and

allotting task work at a very considerate rate. The estates constables, however, do

not exert themselves as much as I could wish; for I consider many complaints might

be revented were they to feel more interest in the mafiagement of the work, and use their

aut ority with discretion and confidence. But as many have greatly improved, I trust the

others may soon follow their example. Upon the whole I am bound .to report that com-

plaints have much diminished on both sides, and consequently fewer crimes have been com-

mitted since I assumed my duties.

This result I feel quite convinced has arisen from an impartial but strict execution of the

laws, which has not only enforced order, but has prevented many from erring; while all

parties are now satisfied that the Abolition Act never contemplated the encouragement of

idleness and disobedience on the one hand, nor the illegal use of power on the other.

My own judgment leads me to be cautious in giving a statement of expected crops, as I

do not consider either my experience or practical knowledge competent to the task; but

the inquiries I have made warrant me to say that a fair average is expected from the dif-

ferent properties for the ensuing year, that is to say, in comparison with the returns for the

last three or four years, and all agree that the general appearance of the cane fields betoken

cleanliness and good cultivation. I shall only add, mention has been made to me of some

untoward circumstances connected with the seasons that may interfere with the crops, but

which I consider cannot in justice be attributed to any fault in the apprenticeship system.

It affords me the highest satisfaction to report that the Christmas holydays have passed

over in my district in a manner reflecting the highest credit on the conduct of the appren-

tices, and who are now again engaged in their usual occupations.

The following properties in Manchioneal district have a weekly attendance from the

curate, the Rev. W. Broadly, for the purpose of affording religious instruction to the

apprentices, viz., Grange Hill, Muirton, Windsor Castle, Providence, Orange Hill and

Mulatto River. The Rev. J . Kingdom, Baptist Missionary, attends Williamsfield. The

attendance is rendered during the apprentices’ own time, and instruction afforded gra-

tuitously. The want of teachers alone deprive the other estates people of the same advan-

tages. There are no schools established on any of the estates; but there is one in Man-

chioneal, supported by the liability of the parish for the education of paupers and others,

which has done much good. The vestry in the early part of the year voted the handsome

sum ot'5ool. to the enlargement of the Manchioneal Chapel, for the express purpose of

accommodating the apprentices. It is now nearly finished, and is a very large building;

and being situated in the immediate vicinity of a number of estates, 3. great proportion of

the apprentices can avail themselves of attending public worship on Sundays. In the

Portland part of the district a new chapel is being built, part by the liberality of that

parish, assisted by the Lord Bishop. Besides the chapel there are two sectarian places of

worship in Manchioneal. I am sorry in conclusion to say, that I have learnt with regret

that few, if any, of the free children are brought forward by their parents to receive instruc-

tion, and that the majority of the apprentices show very little inclination to benefit by the

eflurts made towards their moral improvement, with the bare exception of attending

church on Sunday, and which I fear they do more from show than motives of religion.

(signed) James Kennet Dawson, Stip. s. J.

 

My Lord, Robins River, P. 0., 29 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to infmm your Lordship, that in travelling lately through the county

of Cornwall I had the pleasure of finding matters generally in a tranquil state, the appren-

tices in most places conducting themselves in an orderly manner, and with very few excep-

tions much to the satisfaction of their employers. The work performed by the apprentices

is said by most planters to be adequate in proportion to the time allotted for that purpose.

There are of course exceptions, but these are few. I however must observe, that in their

leisure time the apprentices do not appear to carry on the cultivation of their own gardens

to any reat extent, or at least it has been so reported to me very generally. Of this, how-

ever, I rope to be able to speak more accurately in the spring of next year, which is the

period for planting provisions. The apprentices have been of late working for hire to a

considerable extent; and when employed in this way, invariably exert themselves so as to

give considerable satisfaction to those who employ them, at the same time making it profit-
able to themselves.

I consider the cultivation of the estates mostly in a forward condition, and the prospect
for the ensuing crop fair; although from some casualty the canes are unusually short this

year, but the fields are clean. Many estates expect good average crops; and some, I am
certain,
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certain, will exceed the crop oflast year. The complaints on either side are, I am happy
to state, diminishing much, and some estates are conducted without the slightest dif-
ficult '.

I rbde through a considerable part of the country yesterday, the first of the working:
days since Christmas, and did not hear a complaint of not turning out to work: indeeii
I could not learn that a single negro was absent from work, and all those I saw appeared
cheerful. The greater part of the apprentices were at home in their own houses during the
holydays, except on the Sunday, when they attended the churches and chapels in great
numbers and very respectably attired.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Duly, s. N.

&c. &c. &c.

My Lord, Westmoreland, 29 December 1835.
IN compliance with your Lordship’s desire to be informed on the subject of education

[being extended to the negro and other population, I beg leave to state that there
are several schools in the county of Cornwall, some conducted by clergymen of the
established church, others by sectarian ministers, and some by private means upon the
properties. It is with much pleasure that I can confidently state to your Excellency my
belief that there exists at present a strong desire throughout this part of the country
to promote moral instruction, and that there are several very active agents thus employed.
The apprentices, too, appear zealous in this matter; and it is to be hoped will, ere long, de-
Iive considerable benefit from this important boon.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Duly, s. M.

&c. &c. &c.

My Lord, Saint David’s, 30 December 1835.
IN accordance with your Excellency’s desire, expressed to me in a circular letter from

Mr. Nunes, dated the 3d instant, I have the honour to make to your Lordship the follow-
ing Report of this district :—

1. That the apprentices are quite orderly and industrious; the treatment they receive is
more uniform than it has been; they appear comfortable, and seem to enjoy as much
contentment as is compatible with theirpresent situation; complaints against them have
considerably decreased. The jealousy felt by the planters towards the special magis-
trates, and their disinclination to adopt the new system, were, happily for the country, sub-
siding. I trust those feelings may not be revived by the refusal on the part of the House
of Assembly to re-enact “ The Bill in aid of the Abolition Law,” which will expire
to-morrow, and which protected the special justices in the upright discharge of their
duties.

2. From the state of cultivation, I have no apprehension of a falling 03' in next year’s
crop, on three sugar estates, viz. Albion, Normiss and River Head. I am led to expect a
considerable increase from the quantity of new canes put in this year. I am disposed to
think that attornies and overseers are more vigilant, and that a more active and industrious
management now prevails than before the passing of the Abolition Law.

3. During the Christmas holydays the people conducted themselves with the greatest
decorum; I have not heard of a riot or breach of the peace. On Monday labour was
resumed in the most orderly manner. The apprentices belonging to Sheffield estate came
to me to inquire if they were entitled by law to the customary allowances given at this
season. I stated that the law was silent with respect to allowances and indulgences, and that
their master, Mr. Gully, could not be compelled to give them. I directed them to return
to their work, which they immediately promised to do.

4. There are three religious houses for public worship, one of the established church, and
two chapels for sectaries. One of the latter has lately been erected; it is a commodious
house, and is numerously attended by the apprentices, but few of them frequent the estat-
blished church. On some of the estates the apprentices from neighbouring properties
assemble on Sundays to pray and receive instructions from class leaders, who are appointed
for the purpose by the missionaries. There is no public school. On two or three estates
it was proposed to give the children under seven some instruction; but in consequence of
their having been required to work in return, the offer has not been acceded to. I am of
opinion, my Lord, that if free schools were for some time established in places of conve-
nient resort, that the negroes would gladly avail themselves of the opportunity of sending
their children to them, and that in a short period the desire for education would so far
increase as to induce many parents to contribute towards the expense of instructing their
children. If the system of education is made compulsory, I fear the negroes will set their
minds against it; they have been so long coerced, and are consequently so suspicious, that
to compel them to do any thing, however advantageous to themselves, will lead them to
think that there is some sinister object in view. I have &c, .
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Patrick Dunne, 5. J.

&c. &c. &c.
 

1 66. My

JAMAICA.
——.



JAMAICA.

1"4 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
I

My Lord, The King’s House, 3tst December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I continue to receive the most flatter-

ing reports from the sub—inspectors of the nine parishes of Middlesex as regards the

tranquillity of the country, the good behaviour of the apprentices generally thrhugh the

Christmas, and théiT‘ready attention to labour after the holydays, which I am happy to say

have passed ofl‘ most uncommonly quiet, and very much to the credit of the labouring

‘classes.
During the holydaysI visited the parishes of St. Dorothy and St. Thomas’s in the Vale

where I was much gratified with the conduct and appearance of the apprentices. ,

' I have, Ste.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligc, (signed) Robert Emery, s. J.
&c. 8w. Sic.
 

My Lord, Morant Bay, 30th December 1835.

IN obedience to your Lordship’s commands to furnish your Lordship with a general

report of the appearance and prospect for the ensuing crop, 8w. I have the honour to

inform your Lordship, that having been only two months in this island, I am deprived of

the contrast which last year’s crop would have afforded me in forming my own opinion as to

the appearance and prospects for the ensuing crop ; but to remedy in some degree my want

of experience. I have applied to various individuals, from whom I conceive authentic

information might be obtained upon all questions connected with sugar cultivation, and

connecting their opinion with casual information derived from other sources, I have the

honour to inform your Lordship that the crops this year will be more abundant than they

 

were last year. I have, 8w.

To the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) D. Ewart, s. J.

My Lord, Morant Bay, 30th December 1835.

THE Christmas holydays have passed over in a manner highly creditable to the appren-

tices, and may be quoted as an indication of the rapid advancement they are making in

moral and religious improvement.

In considering the influence of the present system on the happiness of the apprentices

I am constrained to pay my homage to that great measure which has released from slavery,

and I am almost dazzled with the effect it has had on their morals and general conduct.

Under slavery, my Lord, disgusting scenes of drunkenness, debauchery, bloodshed and

murder were crowded into the brief space of a few days allowed for the holydays ; but the

greatest degree of order and sobriety prevailed during the holydays that have just passed.
I have, 8L0.

To the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) D. Ewart, 5. J.

 

My Lord, Morant Bay, 30th December 1835.

IN obedience to your Lordship’s commands to furnish your Lordship with an account of

the state of my district in respect to the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro

population, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the negro population of my

district, as far as my limited opportunities of observing them will enable me to form

an opinion, are, in respect to disposition, industry and behaviour, much further advanced

than the most sanguine could have expected in a class which has so recently escaped from

the trammels of slavery. In respect to the treatment they receive from their master, 8:.c.

&c., and whether complaints have decreased or increased, I have the honour to inform your

Lordship that the negro population appears to be fairly treated, and complaints have

 

sensibly diminished. have, 8w.

To the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) D. Ewart, s. J.

My Lord, Chapelton, Clarendon, 14th December 1835.

IN compliance with your Lordship’s commands, conveyed to me in your circular of the

3d instant, requiring to be furnished with a particular state of my district in respect to the

disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population, the treatment they receive

from theirmasters, 1nanagers,8tc.and whethercom plaints haveincreased or decreased on either

side since I assumed my duties, I beg leave in the first place to state, that the disposition of

the negro character, although not entirely free from that fickle levity which may be said to be

the result of impulse rather than any fixed principle, nevertheless cultivate a social intimacy

with each other, are extremely friendly, and although not scrupulously attentive to their

duties, yet, under all their political privations (of which they are feelingly sensible), labour

with a degree of cheerfulness far beyond the gloomy anticipations of the most obstinate

adversaries of the present system.

Petty thefts, such as stealing canes, provisions and com from the fields may be said to

be of rather frequent occurrence, but I trust to a more general diffusion of knowledge as

the principal means of removing it. Their houses are remarkably clean, neatly furnished,

and as far as I could see growing around them, and the quantity of provisions brought to
market,
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market, the cultivation of their grounds must be considerable. It is pleasing to observe
the affection of the mothers for their infants, and with what concern and tenderness the men
contribute to their comforts, with an almost incredible anxiety for the completion'ol' their civil
and religious liberties, a feeling to which I attribute the general disinclination to apprentice
their Children, and thus reflect for one moment on the privations and hardships they have
suffered themselves, I think they may well be excused if they hesitate to place their chil-
dren in a situation from which they are so anxious to escape themselves.

I am sorry to observe that the indulgences they were accustomed to receive under the
old system, and to which they appear to attach much more importance than the paltry
ittance appears to me to deserve, have been on some estates discontinued ;'the result has

been as it ever will be, a sullenness of “ disposition ;” and in many instances their industry
and behaviour have been the subject of complaints; but it is my firm belief that wherever
they have been well treated, they have been well behaved, and if there is in truth an es-
tate doing badly, that estate alone has been badly managed, and at the expiration of the ap-
prenticeship term, the proprietor will find to his cost that he has been “ penny wise and
pound foolish;” that the people Will desert his estate, and as a. natural consequence
bestow their labour on those properties when sufficient time has been allowed them to
suckle their free children, receive medical aid, Ste. and themselves the usual indulgences
that ought not to be withheld where there is any the slightest desire to continue the
estates’ cultivation.

The almost incalculable number of cane fields, planted as they have been with consi-
derable skill and regularity, are extremely “well cleaned,” indicating a probability that
the ensuing crop will at all events “yield a fair average return.”

The Abolition Act having provided against the ill—treatment of the apprentices, and they
are themselves so tenacious of their newly—acquired privileges, that they take especial care
to prefer complaints whenever they have occasion to do so; I am pleased however to have it
in my power to add, that complaints have considerably decreased on either side, and that
atolerable good feeling continues to exist, more particularly where it has been encouraged.

That the preparations for the customary festivities of Christmas seem to promise a
tranquil passing of the holydays.

That with respect to “ the measure taken for the instruction of the negro and other
population,” I do not think they are by any means adequate to the pressing demands.
There are no missionary schools here as in most other places. One Sunday school under
the control of the established clergy; one parish school, and two estates establish—
ments, one of them on Leicester-fields, where acatechist attends; and the other on Killett’s,
supported exclusively by “ the agency of the attorney,” and at which the adults and chil-
dren are permitted to attend in their own time. While on this subject, I shall avail thyself
of the opportunity respectfully to suggest to your Lordship, the propriety of a more
general system of education and religious insttuction in this district; at present there is a
lamentable deficiency. I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (Signed) R' 3' Facey, s. J'
8m. 8w. 8tc.
 

My Lord, Montego Bay, 29th December 1835.
IN obedience to your Excellency’s circular letter of the 3d instant, regarding the particular

state of the district of St. James’s under my charge, I beg leave humbly to offer the follow-
ing report.

In the whole of my district the apprentices for several months have been conducting
themselves with propriety, and in general have been industrious, and working to the satis-
faction of their employers. Complaints are occasionally brought forward against indi-
viduals; but these are gradually diminishing in number.

There are 19 sugar estates in my district, most of which appear to be in an excellent
state of cultivation], and the cane pieces well cleaned and in good order. Two or three
estates are weak-handed, and are in consequence not in such good order as the others; but
even these are improving in appearance every day. Upon a number of the estates the
overseers describe the crops as looking fully better than the)r did last year; while on others,
it is alleged that the canes are short, and will not yield so well. Within the last six
weeks, however, there has been a very favourable change upon the appearance of the crops,
especially of the sea-side estates; and l confidently trust that returns fully equal to those
of last year will be realized. On several estates the overseers calculate upon an increase.

Upon one or two estates the ovetseers act with strictness, if not also with severity, to
those under their care. But in general their conduct is kind and correct.
The holydays have passed over without disturbance of any kind, and the apprentices

went to work last Monday as usual: indeed, upon the various estates visited by me on the
28th and 29th instant, not a single complaint was brought forward.

I have, 8tc.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Walter Finlayson, 5. J.

8w. Ste. 8w.
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My Lord, Montego Bay, 29th December 1835.

IN obedience to your Excellency’s circular letter of the 3d instant, relative to the-

instruction and religious improvement of the population within my district, I beg leave to

offer the following report.
There are 19 sugar estates and one pen within my district, which are situated at the dis-

tance of from 5 to 13 miles from the town of Montego Bay. ~

Upon the estate of Cornwall, near the eastern extremity of my district, an establishment:

has been formed, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Waddel, for the religious instruction ofthe

negro population in the neighbourhood. Mr.Waddel’s salary is understood to be paid by the

Missionary Society; and the Honourable S. M. Barret (the proprietor of Cornwall), with

a liberality which does him much credit, has allowed Mr. Waddel the enjoyment of a

house, chapel and other accommodations. The services of Mr. Waddel are unremitting,

and highly beneficial; but they are necessarily limited to a narrow sphere, as I am only

aware of one estate (namely, Spring) in my district to which he is able to send an assistant
once a week to instruct the apprentices.

At the estate of Tryall a Moravian clergyman attends once a week to afford religious
instruction to the apprentices, and is paid for the performance of this duty by M r.

O’Connor, the attorney. Indeed, Mr. O’Connor, who has the management of several
estates in the neighbourhood, though not in my district, pays an annual sum to this clergv—

man from every property under his care. '

The Rev. Mr. Wedlock, a sectarian clergyman at Montego Bay, preaches at the estate
of Bluchell every Wednesday. But the children are not taught to read or write; and the

overseer could not inform me if any payment was made to the clergyman for his services.

The only other estate in my district where measures are adopted for the instruction
or religious improvement of the apprentices is at Providence, where the clerk or sexton of
the Established Church attends every alternate Friday to read prayers and teach the
children. The boiling-house has been fitted up with benches for the accommodation of
the apprentices, and every indulgence given; and the overseer stated that he has been
authorized to grant a recompense to the teacher.

In the town of Montego Bay every possible exertion is now made by the different cler—
gymen and principal inhabitants for promoting the instruction and religious improvement

of the population, laying aside petty jealousies and sectarian prejudices; the clergymen

of all persuasions are active in the establishment of schools and the distribution of the

Scriptures ; and if adequate funds could be procured, the religious and moral conduct of
the lower classes might be essentially benefited. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Walter Finlayson, s. J.

 

My Lord Annotto Bay, 30th December £83 5.
IN obedience to the directions contained in the circular No., hearing date of 3d inst.y

I have the honour to report as fOIIOWS, upon the several subjects therein mentioned.

That a great, and I trust a permanent improvement in the disposition and general beha-

viour of the apprentices has taken place, and is rapidly increasing, is so apparent to all

who devote any attention to the subject as to be generally acknowledged, and that they

have become more industrious and attentive to their work is sufficiently manifest from the

almost total absence of cdmplaints against gangs for Eerforming an insufficient quantity of

work. I believe that the people are well treated by t eir masters, managers and overseers;
no charges regarding ill—treatment or depriving them of their just rights are ever brought
before me now ; and I am of opinion that in some instances people complained because

they were ignorant of the extent of their own and their master’s rights. On both sides

complaints have decreased. The masters, being satisfied with the orderly conduct and

good working of the people, make but few complaints, and the people on their part endea—

vour to merit the liberality with which they are treated by regularity and willingness in the

performance of the work required of them.

The appearance of the cane fields, the quantity of plants put in, and the present state of

the cultivation is such as to hold out an encouraging rospect for next year’s crop. I am

quite unable to make any comparison as to whether I e cultivation of the cane is as well

conducted now as formerly, but I am persuaded that the fields in regard to cleanliness are

in a much better state now than they were when I commenced duty in January last.

No doubts are entertained that the crop of this year will be an average one, and there

are good apparent grounds for anticipating that it will be greatly exceeded by that of

next year throughout the greater part of my district.

Christmas has passed over very tranquilly, and I have not heard of any appearance of

ill-contluct or ill-feeling. This may perhaps be owing to the unusually liberal allowances

which were distributed to the people on most of the estates. On the evening of the 24th

the usual merriments commenced, and were kept up during the 25th and 26th, except

during the hours of divine service on Christmas-day. On Sunday the 27th, dancing and

drumming was almost entirely discontinued, and on Monday morning the people resumed

their work cheerfully and in good time, although the weather was very wet. These facts

appear to me as indisputable indications of a growing improvement amongst the negro

o ulation.
P p Your



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 177

Your Excellency has also directed me to ascertain and report the measures taken for
the instruction of the negro and other population. Upon making inquiry, I am informed
that divine service is Eerformed once every Sunday in each of the churches in the parish.
There is a Sunday so 001 attached to the parish church at Bufi' Bay, open both to ap-
prenticed and other children; there is acatechetical lecture given by the rector every
Sunday afternoon to a full congregation, composed almost entirely of apprentices; there
is a Sunday school and also a day school established at Annotto Bay, both open to ap-
prenticed and other children, and both are very badly attended. During the last two or
three years there was a day school on Woodstock estate,’but the children would not attend
after the lst of August. 1834, and the teacher being found ineflicient, was dismissed a few
months since, and no person has been appointed to supply his place. The proprietors of
Fort Stewart estate, the Messrs. Mitchell, of London, allow 1501. per annum to the Rev.
J. Wharton for instructing the negroes upon the estate.
The apprenticed children were drawn 0!? from work at 4 p. m. two days every week,

that they might have an opportunity of receiving instruction, but after labouring from
morning till that hour they were disinclined to attend school; their parents,ignorant of the
advantages of education, did not exert even the feeble authority which they possess to
compel them, and there being no power in the hands of any other party to constrain them
to avail themselves of the benevolent intentions of the proprietors, they were left entirely to
be guided by their own inclinations, and, as might naturally be ex ected, their attendance
was very irregular. From this reason, as well as the illness of the ev. Mr. Wharton, and
the want of a suitable place to hold school in, the hospital being used for the purpose,
till the prevalence of fever rendered it dangerous, instruction has been suspended for some
time. A room is now being built upon the estate, at the expense of the proprietors, in
which, when it is finished,a day school will be opened for all who choose to attend,
whether apprenticed or otherwise. A Sunday school is instructed ever alternate Sabbath
by the Rev. Mr. Barlow, at the Baptist chapel in Annotto Bay. hese are the only
means in force for the instruction of the population in my district that I am aware of.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) E. Fishbourne.

My Lord, Chapleton, Clarendon, 29th December 1835.
IN obedience to your Lordship’s circular, dated the 3d instant, I have the honour to red-

port the Christmas haspassed over with perfect quietness in this quarter.
With respect to the disposition and behaviour of the negro population, although their

general conduct is good, particularly that of the head people, yet indolence is predominant;
there are many of them throughout this district whom it is difficult to get to labour either for
themselves or their masters, who exist by the means of their more industrious relatives, or
by robbing the provision grounds and cane pieces of their neighbours; and nothing but the
fear of punishment will induce these people to labour at all. This disposition, I apprehend,
is to be attributed to the state they have just emerged from, never having been placed in
a situation to depend upon their own exertions, and also for the want of instruction, which
in this quarter is wanted as much as in any part of the island. I come to this conclusion,
by observing that the more intelligent are much the better behaved people, and have more
industrious habits.
The treatment they receive in this quarter (except on one or two estates) is most kind

and liberal ; nothing is withheld in the shape of those indulgences and comforts that they
formerly enjoyed, but which they have no claim to but for good behaviour.

I am hardly 'able to state if complaints have decreased, having only been here for a short
period, and on my arrival I found an accumulation of business in consequence of the death
of Mr. S. Justice Haly.

I have, however, every reason to believe that complaints are on the decrease.
I am sorry to say at present there is no instruction whatever afforded to the negro popu-

lation on the estates throughout this district.
I have taken pains to inquire into the cultivation and prospects of the ensuing crops.

The cultivation seems to be as well conducted as formerly, although more limited; the
remote lands seem to have been thrown up to make the cultivation more concentrated and
contiguous to the works, in order to proportion the labour to the reduced time. There
will be a fair and average return made on the various estates under my superintendence.

 

‘ I have, 8L0.
His Excellency the Marquis ofSligo. (signed) John Gurleg, s.J.

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 29-December 1835.
OWING to the ver short time afforded me for revisiting the various pro erties in my dis-

trict, to ascertain fuli'y how the Christmas holydays assed over, I have, owever, to state
for your Lordship’s information, that such of those lphave had an opportunity of visiting,
the apprentices and managers were apparently so satisfied with each other, as afforded. an
ample proof that the system has and will continue to work Well; further, the apprentices
were quite satisfied with the allowances dealt out to them, which, on inquiry, I found was
the same ratio as during a state of slavery; viz., ten pounds cod fish, one quart sugar, one
quarftséum for each field apprentice; the head people double, and the others in proportioin

l 9 i t
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It is to be regretted, however, that on plantation the apprentices were debarred

their usual allowance of fish, rum and sugar; I inquired the cause, and the manager told

me he could not assign any particular reason, other than that the attorney did not intend

his usual liberality. On the whole, I have to assure your Lordship that there seemingly

exists a reciprocity of kind good feeling between the managers and apprentices generally,

more particularly during the Christmas holydays. I have been an eye—wrtness on several
properties when the apprentices appeared In group to pay their respects to busha, and

claimed it as a matter of right that they should be afforded the best at the hands of the

overseer, by which means their expectations have been fully realized.

In this part of the country, my Lord, the apprentices do not appear to me to indulge in

excesses by drumming, fiddling and intoxicating themselves; they are, generally speaking,

religiously inclined (there are, however, some few exceptions); their demeanor was respect.

able and comely.
I have to state, that I was somewhat at a loss whether the apprentices were entitled to

Monday as a holyday; but havin no authority under the Abolition Act, I unhesitatingly

to.d them they were to be at their abouts on that day.
I cannot thus early afford your Lordship any further information whether they have all

turned out accordingly.
I beg leave to transmit to your Lordship my report as special justice for the last week.

 

. I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) C. Hamilton, 5. M.

My Lord, Logan Castle, St. Thomas in the Vale, 30 Dec. 1835.
IN compliance with the commands contained in your Lordship’s circular of the 3d inst.

Ihave to report upon certain points relating to my district.
In respect to the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population, I still

observe great disinclination on the part of the apprentices to devote the legal number of
hours to labour, evinced by their being late in commencing their duty in the fields or other-

'wise of mornings and evenings, and during the period that should be devoted to exertion,

working slowly, negligently and imperfect y, and occasionally totally absenting themselves

fora day or lesser portion of time ; which neglect of duty forms the ground ofthe complaints
that are principally made. A desire to labour in their own time for money has been lately

more generally evinced. Several have agreed to labour in their own time (iuring the ap-

proaching crop; but there are some Who as yet have declined entering into any such

agreement.
For the last two months and upwards, complaints on the part of the employers have con-

siderably decreased. Complaints on the part of the apprentices have ever been few, and are
by no means on the increase.
The conduct to and treatment of the apprentices by the masters, managers and overseers

in general is kind and indulgent and forbearing; some of them so to a fault. There are
some of the overseers who, on my first assuming the duties of my office, I thought un-
necessarily strict with the labourers under their charge, worrying them with continual per-
secutions for every indifferent fault, of which Idisapproved; and I am happy to say, that
they have in a great measure, latterly, been more judicious in Selecting proper cases of
complaint.

The cultivation of the properties generally within my district has the appearance of
having been well attended to. The cane-pieces. where the canes are ripe, or nearly so,
have a beautiful appearance; such parts of the different properties as are kept in cultiva-
tion look well, and appear to have had the planter’s usual attention ; but the commons
and pastures are not in that state of cleanliness that should be, but on the contrary much
neglected. A quantity of land, more or less on many properties, have been thrown out of
cultivation during the last two years, and allowed to run into perfect ruin; this has been
the case with all those proprietors, planters and others who became alarmed that the new
system would not work, that the crops would not be taken off, and other such sombre—like
anticipations ; they consequently the year before last and last year contracted, and in
some instances considerably so, their extent of cultivation ; but finding now that their
gloomy forebodings were not realized, that the system will work if properly managed, they
have now seriously applied themselves to remedy the evil, and have this fall very much
increased their cultivation ; and, in consequence, amuch larger plant has been putin, which
is the first step towards ensuring good returns next year. The system may be defective,
but it is hardly fair when a share of fault should be attachable to them, that they should
solely blame the system for the indifferent crops that are alleged to have been made last

‘ year, and that may be expected this year.
It is expected that, in the generality of cases, the returns of the ensuing sugar crop will

fully come up and exceed the last. In many cases a decided increase is considered as cer-
tain, but in some instances it is said a decrease is manifest; but in the last case the estates
may be said to be small ones that are weak-handed, have suffered from a. contracted culti-
vation, badness of soil, the want of assistance in the way of jobbing, and perhaps other
causes, joined, no doubt, with the alleged insufficient working of the apprentices. -_

I ant afraid that the returns of coffee crops will not be so great as was anticipated from
the show of fiuit in the first instance. Complaints have been made that the berries will
not ripen, owing to the roots of the trees having been chilled by rain, and a considerable
blight having taken place. I have not, however, heard mentioned the probable falling off
from the expected returns in this respect. A

s
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As for pimento, very little has, and very little was to have been picked in my district.
In one instance, on St. Clair, a good crop might have been made, but as the coffee was the
more profitable article of the tw0, the former was neglected in order to attend to the latter,the property not having strength sufficient to gather in both articles of produce.
The Christmas has passed over extremely quiet; there has been very little of that amuse-

ment peculiar to the apprentices; that is, dancing along the roads in sets, and going about
from property to property; they have more rationally enjoyed and amused themselves at
their own houses or in visiting their friends and acquaintances, a progress towards civiliza-
tion pleasing to witness. On every property visited since Christmas, the proprietors and
overseers have given me the pleasing information, that the apprentices turned out on theMonday to resume their labours uncommonly well; that there never was a better turn outafter the holydays; and from all the information I have received, the other parts of my
district deserved to be equally well reported of.

 

I have, 8tc.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. , (signed) James Harris.

St. Thomas in the Vale, Logan Castle,
My Lord, 30th December 1835.

IN obedience to your Lordship’s directions, contained in the circular of the 3d instant, I
have to report the measures that have been taken for instruction of the negro and other
population within at district.

In the parish of t. Thomas in the Vale are two day chools and two Sunday schools,
where adults and children of every description receive religious instruction, and are taught
reading and writing, Ste. gratuitously. The master of one day school receives a salary of
1201. per annum from the bishop and 401. from the vestr , and an allowance from the pro-
prietors, through the attornies of Mount Olive, New Hail, and Hog Hole estates, of 10 I.
each per annum; for teaching and catechising the appren ices. A second catechist is paid
20 l. per annum by the bishop, and ml. by each of the prbprietors of Bye—brook and Dove-
nall, for performing s‘imilarItluties, while the book-keeper in Prospect and Berwick estates
receives ml. per annum each for actin as catechist. The situation of second catechist is
at present vacant. The teachers of the gunday schools do not, that I am aware of, receive
any salary. An annual grant of 101. is made by the vestry for books, which sum has
hitherto enabled the rector to supply all the schools either gratis, or at a very reduced price.
Formerly the proprietors of the estates (with a'very few exceptions) allowed the sum of 101.
per annum to book-keepers for catechising the apprentices; but it is now discontinued,
except by the proprietors of the estates above mentioned ; and 1 very much fear they also will
be induced to withdraw this allowance in consequence of the unwillingness of the appren-
tices to attend the catechist, although every reasonable encouragement is held out to them.
All the persons employed as above in instructing and catechising the various classes of po-
pulation are under the superintendence of the parochial clergy. The children in Rose-
hall and New Works estates are instructed in reading, and catechised by the island curate
once a week. There is every desire and willingness on the part of private families and indi-
viduals to afford instruction to their apprentices, adults and children ; some of them even
providing the books for that purpose; the most zealous is the proprietor of Enfield,but the
adults will not attend in their own time, and though in some cases they have allowed their
children to attend for a while, during which some of them made considerable progress, yet
suddenly, without assigning any reason, they would withdraw them and prevent their return-
ing; this is the case with regard to the free as well as the apprenticed children. The parents
would have no objection to allow the apprenticed children to receive instruction during the
employer’s time, but which, of course, could not be expected to be allowed by the
pro rietors.

here are Sunday, day and evening schools at the under-mentioned places, under the
superintendence of the Rev. John Clarke, Baptist missionary. At Jericho, 100 children and
adults have been instructed in reading at the Sunday school, 30 at the day school, and 170
at the night school, held three evenings in the week; at Lucky Valley, a property to Hill-
side, and on Prospect estate, there have been taught at the Sunday school, 107; and at
day school, 12 ; at night school, 87; at Retirement, near Point—hill, in the parish ofSt. John,
there have been 98 in attendance at the Sunday school, 23 at the day school, and 97 night
scholars. The scholars are taught in the dwelling-house, at each of these stations, and
several of them have madepraiseworthy improvement in reading and useful knowledge.
There is also a parochial school at Point-hill in St. John’s, which is, I believe, open (to a

limited extent) to all classes of society, and where I understand apprentices are taught
gratuitously.

There is also a school in Linda’s Vale, St. John’s (established by the Rev. Charles H. Hall,
island curate), since Ist January last, for the instruction of any young children who will
attend, in reading, and the elementary principles of religion. The young man who con—
ducts it,un(ler the curate’s superintendence, is the clerk of the chapel; he gets no salary as
schoolmaster. The school is held at the chapel from nine till one o’clock ever day,
and on a Sunday morning from between nine and ten until eleven o’clock. he at-
tendance of children is irregular; the greatest number was 30, under six years "of age,
and about the same number who came during shell-blow; they have latterly decreased.
For the last two months the school has been entirely given up in consequence of the illness
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of the clerk; but with the renewal of his health he will resume his duties as schoolmaster;

and it is hoped the school will be carried on more rigorously for the ensuing year. I am

of opinion that Linda’s Vale is peculiarly adapted, with respect to the locality of the estates

and the number ofchildren, for the establishment of a permanent and useful school.

Until very lately the proprietors of the properties in Linda’s Vale provided the means of

instruction to such of the apprentices as would attend, adults as well as children, by em-

ploying book-keeperS, with a small increase to their salary, to act as catechists, or by the

book-keeper’s voluntary gratuitous exertions; but which sources of information and useful-

ness, as in other cases, are now completely dried up, the grown people seldom attending

and the parents eapriciously keeping their children away, and there being no means of com-

pelling their attendance.
I have, 8w.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Harris, s. J.

8L0. Ste. Sic.
 

A GENERAL REPORT as to the State of Special Magistrate Hawkins’ District,

to the 3tst day of December 1835.

IN reply to your Excellency’s circular of the 3d instant, requiring a statement as to the

disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population, and the treatment they receive

front their masters and overseers, I have great pleasure in informing your Excellencv,

in the district I have the honour to be placed, the negro population are behaving in

the most quiet, peaceable and orderly manner; the apprentices appear most eager to

Work for hire, either on their maSIer’s estates or on others, as they may be required.

On most estates in this district they have expressed their dislike to havin any jobbers

called in, either to dig cane holes or other work, and have requested that I would

speak to the manager to allow them to perform any and all the necessary work want-

mor on the estate.
have great satisfaction in stating that the apprentices appear to be more correct in their

conduct, and from the numerous marriages taking place, I hope their morals will also im-

prove; from observations I couceive-they pay more attention to themselves, viz., in dress-

ing and cleanliness, and that appearances are improving in them.

As regarding the treatment they receive from their masters, I can most positively state,

that in this district, without an exception, the apprentices receive kind, indulgent and con-

siderate treatment; my reason for saying this is from self-knowledge, and that I have not

received any complaint to the contrary from the apprentices themselves. The master and

apprentice appear to me on much more social terms than previous :0 the passing of the

Abolition Act, the apprentices working better, and the master notqexacting more than his

due.
Complaints on either side have decreased greatly since I have aswmed the d uties in this

district, and of late Ihave not received as many as might have been expected from the

number of the population being looked for, the estates being visited every two weeks, and

oftener if required; also on days that both the master and apprentice are acquainted with.

Any complaint, either one or the other have to make, will meet with immediate redress.

The cane fields appear in the mom luxuriant state, more particularly the sea-side estates;

the very fine rains we have received lately promise that they will receive a larger crop than

last year; this is the opinion of some of the oldest planters; the fields have been cleaned,

trashed and manured equal to any previous year, and appear to be as well conducted as

ever they were; on some estates the canes are fit for cutting.

I have not heard a doubt as to the taking 01? the present. crop, as was the case last year,

but all looking forward to making a very fair crop.

The Christmas holydays have passed over in a most quiet manner; the apprentices (from

information) having on Christmas—day and Sunday gone to places of worship. I have

not received any complaints as to their not turning out to work on the Monday morn-

ing as usual.
Your Excelleney’s direction to report of any measures that have taken place as to the

instruction of the negro and the other population, I beg leave to state that the Rev. John

Vine, an independent clergyman, established a School on Arcadia estate for the instruc-

tion of young children, under the superintendence of Mrs. Vine; she has had about 40,

must of which were children of apprentices, and was requested to take more, but was

unable to attend to a larger number. The Rev. J. Vine is daily expecting a schoolmaster

from England, when he intends forming a school on the most liberal principles, and

has no doubt that the school will be well attended; Mrs. Vine has hitherto given her time

gratuitously to the education of the children. The Rev. Mr. Vine also instructs the

apprentices between divine service, in explaining the Scriptures and learning them to

read; his congregation are most orderly, and a great number attend him.

In forwarding the enclosed to your Excellency, I feel great pleasure in being enabled

from their conduct to report the good behaviour of the apprentices in general of my district

in reply to your Excellency’s circular of the 3d instant.
I have, 8m.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) 0 Hawkins, 5' 1'

_..——.——————————-——-
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My Lord, St. George’s, Jamaica, 29 December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to reply to your Lordshi ’3 letter of the 3d instant, that the state of

the district under my charge continues to afliird me great satisfaction. The apprentices
work willingly, when required, in their own time for wages, at the rate of 1 s. sterling for
nine hours’ labour; they are, generally speaking, civil and respectful to their overseers and
constables, and the complaints against them have decreased very much since my appoint-
ment to the district, I think fully 80 per cent.

Their average amount of labour in the time required by law is very fair. I have had a
return sent me by the employer ofajobbing gang, of the amount of labour performed by
his people in digging cane—holes this year; they have dug them at the rate of forty people
to one acre per diem, which is the precise quantity of work which has been done on the
average for many years.
The managers and overseers give the apprentices every encouragement: on many pro-

perties the give them their salt, &c. and on all the cooks, field nurses, and the use of
the hospita s, nurses, medical attendance and medicine for the free children. This Christ-
mas the allowances of salt fish, 86c. have been served as before the apprenticeship; good
feeling seems to exist very generally between the two classes, and complaints against mana-
gers are extremely rare.
The cultivation of the estates has generally been well kept up this year, and the appear-

ances for the ensuing crop are good; all the overseers expect to make a fair average
return. The very severe weather we have had lately will. it is to be feared, diminish the
crop, probably 50 hogsheads throughout the district; but it will still, in all probability,
reach the average.
The Christmas holydays have passed off very quietly; the apprentices have indulged in

their merry-making as usual: my house was crowded with them, coming to offer their good
wishes, and in the conversations I had with them I was much pleased with the em-
phatic and open-hearted manner in which they all expressed their good feeling towards their
overseers and myself.
With regard to the religious instruction of apprentices, I have to offer the following

information:
1. The clergyman of the parish has general permission to visit the estates during the

hours of relaxation from work to afford oral religions instruction.
2. The clergyman catechises on estates, and after divine service every Sunday.
3. There is a Sunday school.
4. The dissenting missionaries have divine service once a fortnight at Hope Bay, and a

Sunday school. ‘
C 5. A subscription has been entered into for enlarging the chapel of the Established
hurch.
6. A large and commodious residence has been taken by the Church Missionary Society

for the pur ose of opening a school for the instruction of every one willing to be taught,
but ”particulhrly for the free children of apprentices. The masters for this school are hourly
expected to arrive from England.

I have been also informed that the Church Missionary Society purpose the establishment
ofa school of industry in my district, but no actual steps have yet been taken.

 

I have, 8w.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W. Hewitt, 5. J.

My Lord, M andeville, Manchester, 30 December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to forward, according to your Excellency’s directions, the following

as the result of my very short experience as special justice in this district.
The apprentices are orderly and well-behaved, and I have every reason to suppose that

fully as much work is done in eight hours now as was ever done in the same time before
the abolition of slavery, and that with comparatively little necessity for coercion; they
are humanely treated by their masters and overseers, who, with few exceptions, give them
salt and other indulgences, which they are not by law obliged to do; and, for the short
time I have been in this district, I think I may say that complaints on both sides have
perceptibly decreased.

I have made inquiries amongst the different proprietors and managers, and find that the
coffee crop, of which this district is nearly altogether composed, is in as forward a state as
it used to be at the same time before the apprenticeship, and a larger return expected than
there has been for the last ten years, with the exception of the year 1833. The grass pieces,
however, are, on most properties, a good deal neglected.
The Christmas has passed over without the slightest disturbance, and the apprentices all

cheerfully resumed their work on Monday the 28th ult.
With respect to the education of the negro and other population, I beg to state to your

Excellency, that the a prentices of this district in general are very desirous of instruction,
and that the schools which are established through the district, four in number, and open
to all, are very Well attended. Two of the schools have been established by the Moravian
'clergymen, and the other two by some ladies of the country, assisted by the Ladies’ So-
ciety in England.

I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins, s. J.
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ON inquiry, I only find one schooi for the education ofichildren, which is supported by

the proprietor of Kew estate, and when is under the superintendence of the Reverend W.
Stanisby. On several of the estates last year two or three hours a day were devoted to

the instruction of the free children by the head book-keepers, and some have made great

rogress ; but after the first month or two their parents took them away, in consequence

of which the plan was completely abandoned. On many of the estates the negroes are
very anxious to be instructed, and on several, the attornies have already taken steps to

establish some system of education. .
(Signed) John R. Hulme, s. J.

 

REPORT or st'rmc'r.

THE apprentices in this district have for some time past been working more cheerfully,
and their general behaviour been much improved. They have been working cheerfully in
their own time for hire, and have been well treated by their managers and overseas;
complaints have materially decreased since I assumed my duties here.
With respect to the crop, the general appearance of cane fields is decidedly favourable,

and the cultivation generally more forward than it was last year. On all those estates,
when the mills have been put about, the yielding has been considered good, and if the
seasons are not too heavy, a fair average crop may be expected. The fall plant put in
this year exceeds in quality that of the last year on most of the estates.
The Christmas has passed over quietly, and the usual indulgences were given to the

apprentices. .
(signed) John R. Hulme, s. J.

 

My Lord, Jamaica, St. Thomas’s Vale, 30 Dec. 1835.
IN conformity with your Lordship’s re uest, I again enter upon the subject of the in-

dustry of the apprentices, the working of t e present system, and the general aspect of the
cnltivations of my district. The industry as well as the morality of the apprentice is im-
proving, marriages celebrated between them have much increased, and the Christmas has
come and passed away without a single riot or resistance to the laws; this circumstance
alone speaks volumes in favour of what I assert. It is generally supposed, that there willbe
an average crop of sugar, and the preparations for next year’s crop are upon a larger scale
than that of this year. The conduct of the managers displayed towards the apprentices in
the supply of extra clothing, Christmas allowances and additional holydays to what the
law allows, has been liberal and indulgent in the extreme, which I hope and trust will be
attended with the happy result of winninfil the apprentice (when such may exist) from a
dogged,sullen and obstinate discharge of is work, to activity, submission and obedience.
As to the coffee crop, I am sorry to say, that it will not realize the anticipation of what
the planters were led to expect from the full bearing blossom; there is even now on some
of the plantations coffee unripe and unspecked, and which, it is said, will never become
riper; this is accounted for by some as originating from blight, by others, that the con-
stant rainsduring the season chilled the roots of the tree so as to perish the stamina necessary
for bringing the fruit to perfection; and in some instances insufficiency of work on the
part of the apprentices employed to gather it. In. conclusion, I beg leave to state, that
this is the first Christmas I have spent in Jamaica, and the cleanly, and indeed neat ap-
pearance of the apprentices, their light—heartedness .and cheerfulness, as each sauntered
gailjyv dressed to their devotions or their pleasure, Justifies the o inion that the apprentices
of amaica are more amply provided for than the peasantry of reat Britain, and that the
grievance under which they labour (if indeed they labour under any) is brought upon
them by their own misconduct, or only found in the imaginations of the rigid but misjudg-
ing enthusiast; complaints have certainly decreased.

 

I have, 8m.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) T. Watkins Jones, 8. J.‘

My Lord, Jamaica, St. Thomas’ Vale, 30 Dec. 1 835.
HAVING been called upon by your Lordship to state, for your Excellency’s information,

what means have been taken in my district for the education of the apprentices, the follow-
ing has been the result of my inquiries upon the subject: upon most of the estates I find
that previous to the commencement of the present system, one of the book-keepers was
generally allowed two doubloons per year for instructing the people on the estates, and those
who felt disposed to benefit by such an indulgence were allowed a little more time in turning
out than the others; there were likewise persons appointed by the rectors of the parish,
called Catechists, whose duty it was to visit estates and lecture all those who appeared
before them ; but since the passing of\ the Abolition Act this yearly gratuity has been
stopped, and withheld on some estates; and even when it has been continued, the appren-
tices have refused to sacrifice any of their own time to such a glorious, such a decidedly
meritorious purpose. At almost every Wesleyan chapel Sunday schools have been esta-
blished; one in my district, conducted by the Reverend Mr. Samuels, 27o scholars are gene-
rally the average. A school is likewise taught by the beadle of the parish church; but I

am
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am sorry to be of opinion, that without giving the teacher (even if there be schools esta-
blished) a power to compel and restrain the apprentice to attend, he will never, unless in
very solitary instances, voluntarily come forward to gladly avail himself of so laudable an
opportunity of having his mind rescued from the depths of gloomy ignorance, or from the
shackles of superstition and idolatry; some means should, in my opinion, be immediately
decided upon to compel the apprentices to attend to religious instruction and the cultivation
of their morals; it would tend much to peace and unanimity throughout the island; for
then the sanguine and easilyled negro would become a useful member of society, having
been taught his duty to his ing as a good subject, his duty to his country as a lover of
peace and tranquillity, and, above all, his duty to his God, whom he couldthen adore with
a purity of heart and a mind certain of rectitude.

I have, 8m. _
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) ' T. Watkins Jones, 5. J.

 

Chester’s Vale, Port Royal Mountains,
My Lord, 28 December 1835.

IN compliance with your Excellency’s circular of the 3d instant, to report on the state
of this district, in respect to the conduct of the apprentices and the treatment they receive
from their masters or overseers, with the general state of cultivation of the estates and the
probable return of the ensuing crop; likewise to ascertain and report the measures taken
for the instruction of the negro by the establishment of schools for education or religious
improvement upon the estates within this district, I beg, then, respectfully to state, that the
apprentices throughout this district work cheerfully, and the generality of them are well
behaved; most of the overseers begin to accommodate themselves to the new law, and
act with forbearance to the negroes under them ; complaints have greatly decreased since
I assumed my duties. ,
The coffee fields are a little backward in the hoeing and pruning, owing in some degree,

I think, to the large crop they had to gather in, and in part to the diminished hours
of labour; the coffee trees do not present a promising appearance, and the crop will con-
se uently fall short about one-third of the last.

have not heard of any measures being yet taken for the instruction or religious im-
provement of the negroes throughout this district.
The Christmas holyda s have passed over quietly, but an unusual number are in the hos-

pitals; this, however, wiliy only be for a day or two.

 

I have, 8w.
HIS Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) H. Kent, 5. J.

My Lord, Chillon, 29 December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the following report, being the result

of my short experience in this district. In the first instance, I have much pleasure in
reporting, that in general every thing in this district is at present going on well, and from the
appearance of the ap rentices, I think will continue so; they appear well disposed, and
the labour goes on wit much regularity; since my arrival to this district there have been
but few complaints laid before me, and those of a trivial nature; 1 have had no complaint
against the mana ers and overseers, from which I conclude the apprentices are kindly
treated; the holy ays have passed over quietly; the apprentices appeared to attend their
t(1:1hurches and chapels with much regularity, and their appearance was highly creditable to
em. »
The estates in this district for the most part are expected to realize, if not exceed last

year’s crop; the cane pieces in general appear clean. However, I regret to observe that
the Eastures on the sugar estates are in a bad condition and appear much neglected.

I ave also to state that I called on several properties on the Monday after the holydays,
and that there were no complaints as to turning out late; on the contrary, the overseers
expressed their satisfaction at the orderly manner in which they had done so. I have also
to state, that on some properties in the district there appears awish on the part of the
apprentices to work for hire, and is much encouraged by the master.

 

. I have, &c. ‘
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Dan. Wm. Kelly, 3. J.

My Lord, ' Chillon, December 29th, 1835.
N compliance with your Lordship’s wishes to obtain information as to any steps that

may have been taken fort he instruction and education of the negro and other popu-
lation of this district, I have to inform your Lordship that there is a school on a very
extensive scale, carried on at Hopeton Pen, the property of Mr. Scott; I also am informed
there is another at the Moravian chapel in the same district. At present I am not aware
0f any others. I have &c

His Excellency-the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Dan. W. Kelly, s. J.
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My Lord, 30th December 1835.

IN reporting to your Excellency upon the general state of this district, I have infinite
satisfaction in stating that the conduct of the apprentices has been extremely exemplary

for a considerable time past, and I have every reason to believe, that after making the

necessary allowance for the reduced period of labour, fully as much work is now performed

by the apprentices in this part of the parish as previous to the abolition of slavery.

I have also to report that the proprietors and managers of the larger properties have in

general acted in unison with the provisions of the Abolition Act, and with few exceptions

appear disposed to give full effect to that great measure of justice and humanity.

It is very gratifying to have it in my power to inform your Excellency that complaints,

both on the part of owners and apprentices, have diminished in a remarkable degree since

I entered upon the duties of my oflice, and that such as still occur are not of so aggravated

a character as at the earlier period of the apprenticeship. Both parties appear to be better

acquainted with the provisions of the law, and more inclined to rely upon its efficacy for

the settlement of their mutual disputes.
The cultivation of this district is confined to coffee, pasturage and pimento, and during

the picking of the latter very precarious crop, uo disposition was shown on the part of the

apprentices to avail themselves of that circumstance, as they continued to work cheerfully

during their own time at a fair rate of hire. 1 am satisfied, from the information of

several respectable managers, that the coffee crop will be taken off upon equally advan-

tageous terms.

I have the further satisfaction of reporting to your Excellency that the Christmas

holydays have passed over in the most quiet and orderly manner, and the people have

returned to their usual occupations with the utmost regularity.
Upon the whole, I am assured that whenever a proper system of management exists in

this district, the measure has worked in such a manner as tojustify the most sanguine anti-

cipations for the future. No schools have as yet been established for the instruction of the

apprentices on this quarter, and it cannot be doubted that the diffusion of education

among an ignorant population, anxious for improvement, must be attended with the most

 

beneficial results. I have, Ste.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Henry Laidlaw.

My Lord, St. Mary’s S. E. Division, 31 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour, in accordance with your Excellency’s order of the 3d inst. to presen

to your Lordship the subjoined report relating to the district in my charge, and beg leave

to state, that throughout the period of six months that I have had the honour to discharge

the duties of specialjustice in this parish, I have found the disposition and behaviour of

the negro population as a body, peaceable, tractable and respectful, the only even occa-

sional exceptions being found on the part of the female portion of the apprentices, uni-

formly the most. unreasonable in their demands, the most difficult to satisfy.

Where their interest is directly concerned, the habits of these people are marked with

strong proofs of industry, shown particularly in that class termed “ jobbers,” who, ordi-

narily performing task labour, strive to complete the quantity allotted them as speedily as

gossible, (in many instances concluding their week’s work by Wednesday evening or

hursday morning), in order that the remaining part of the week may be devoted to the

cultivation of their grounds, from which the quantity allowed them by their managers

being unlimited, they are enabled to derive no inconsiderable revenue.

The treatment the apprentices receive from their managers I can confidently report to

be humane and attentive, indicating a desire to meet their comforts, so far as circumstances

will allow, a course only deviated from when the negro fails to exhibit a feeling favourable

to the interest of his employer.
It is, my Lord, to the increase in the reciprocity of this feeling that I can attribute the

pleasing fact that a conéitlerable and progressive diminution in the complaints has taken

place on both sides since I have assumed my duties in this parish.
From the appearance of the state of the ensuing crop in this district, an average of the

three years preceding 1834 may reasonably be expected. The cane fields exhibit a credita-

ble appearance as regards both cultivation and cleanliness ; but at the same time it must be

remarked, that a similar observation does not apply to the state of the pens attached to

sugar estates, the strength of the population being directed to‘ the cultivation of the

“ cane,” whilst the great demand that has arisen for jobbers or extra labourers through the

past season has occasioned an increase of 12 per cent. in the price of the work generally

performed by this class on estates (cane-hole digging) beyond that of the period before

alluded to. '
I have further the honour to report to your Lordship, that from the result of my

inquiries on the subject, I find that no school exists in the whole district by any party

established. A Sunday school is held in the Highgate chapel by the Rev. J. W. Archer,

curate of the parish, which is numeronsly attended ; and to enlarge this chapel to afi'ord

additional accommodation to the negro population, thelarge estates have liberal]y subscribed.

On two properties in his immediate neighbourhood, the Rev. Mr. Cowan, of the church of

Scotland, gratuitously attends occasionally to assist in the moral and religious instruction

of the apprentices; but from a want of a less distant opportunity, the majority of the

popnlation travel to the chapels of the Wesleyan Methodist and Baptist ministry in the
adJoming parishes. I

n
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In conclusion, I beg leave to report, that the recent holydays have passed without the
slightest interruption to the tran-qtnlhty that has for some time existed in this district, the
apprentices, With a very few mdwtdual exceptions, returning to their duty on Monday the
28th inst. without hesitation. I l &

lave, c.
The Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. Sydney Lambert, s. J.

 

My Lord, Saint Andrew’s, 30th December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s commands, trans-

mitted in circular of the 3d inst.
‘ I have much pleasure in assuring your Lordship, l have no reason whatever to differ
from tny former general reports as regards the disposition and behaviour of the negro
population, every day strengthens me in my opinion and anticipations of the orderly de—
meanour on which they are progressing. Complaints to within the last fortnight have
been rare, those brought before me since are ordinary ones,occasioned by a few idlepersons
whose attentions were entirely drawn to the approaching Christmas amusements, to equip
for which, I fear they gave themselves up to acts of petty plunder. Throughout my
district 1 observe a kindness shown them by their masters, in giving them allowances, as
also clothing and medical attendance for the young free chiltlrenhover which allowance
the law has no control.

I find the estates are well cultivated; when seasons come regular there will be an increase
in sugar as compared with the two preceding crops; but I beg to observe, on the pro-
perties situate on the flat ol' Legunea, where they have had no rains, there will be a
diminution. The coffee crop, as J before observed, is a short one throughout St. Andrew’s.
Your Excellency will perceive I have hitherto in my reports drawn my attention solely

to the steple produce; there is, however, an auxiliary, namely, pastures; without their aid
no estate can be worked nor manured, to keep which in order, the diminished hours of
labour, as compared with the Slave Law, is much felt, and consequently jobhing gangs are
called in at enormous high wages; however, the recent great advance in the prices of
expot‘table produce will amply recompense the proprietor for the expense of any extra
labour. '
The Christmas has passed over; the negroes have enjoyed themselves, and here I beg to

assure your Lordship I never witnessed a seemingly more happy peasantry.

l have further to acquaint your Excellency, there are three Protestant houses of worship
in the parish, besides many chapels, some belonging to Methodist and others to the order
of Baptist; the negroes are extremely regular in their attendance; there are also juvenile
schools under the guidance of the Protestant rector and curate, in which the children
make a most astonishing proficiency in religious and other useful instruction.

I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Sam. Lloyd, 5. J.

 

Oliphant’s Lime 15th. P. 0.
My Lord, 30 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Exeeilency’s information an account of the state
of my district, which comprises part of Lower Clarendon, the Mocho Mountains, also part
of Manchester. The apprentices still continue to go on quietly, working, generally speak-'
ing, with cheerfulness, and giving their employers satisfaction. The number of complaints
from the sugar estates have even diminished since my report of October. In a circuit of
many miles yesterday, visiting sugar estates, there was not a single complaint. The over-
scersjnl'ormed me the Christmas passed over more quietly than theyhave been before known.
The apprentices went to their work at the usual hour on Monday morning the 281b, and
from the general conduct of the apprentices, the overseers have determined on giving them
Friday next, t_stJanuary, as a holytlay; there certainly is a good feeling between appren-
tices and employers.

I regret, however, my Lord, to inform you I have much trouble in making them keep
their houses and provision grounds in order, except on the large properties where there were
a number of book-keepers, &c.; on the smallerproperties few of the apprentices either live
on the property or work their grounds; the consequence is they wander through the district
t'obbingjy and plundering in their own time.

It is very much to be deplored, my Lord, the circumstance of their being so few places,
I should say proper places of divine worship in so large a parish, the negroes seem so very
desirous of instruction. The proprietors and attoruies are anxious to give their every
mums towards the instruction of their apprentices, but as yet they have. met with but little,
if any, support. Mr.Fenron has built a very handsome school-house at Belmont in the Moco
M ountains some months since,but it still remains unoccupied.

The sugar crop has not yet commenced in my district. The overseers havekept back
rather in consequence of the heavy rains during the last two months, they have tto other
idea hut that their people will accede to any propos'tl they may make relative to taking
off the crop.

1 66. That
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JAMAICA. That the negro population have immensely improved since the abolition of slavery must

'“" ‘~ be evident to every person. and, notwithstanding the many enemies of the new system and

opposers of its benefit, it has worked far beyond the expectation ofits greatest supporters.

 

I have, 8:0.

The Marquis ofSligo. (signed) R. J. Langrishe.

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 28 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the following report of the state of my

direct as directed in circular dated 3d December 1835.

Since my last report I am enabled to state that the conduct of the apprenticed labourers

has been very satisfactory to their masters and managers. The apprentices evince the best

disposition wherever they are fairly treated, andI am happy to say the different managers in

this district endeavour, with few exceptions, to conduct t ie duty of the estate by substitu-

ting persuasion for coercion by the special magistrate except in bad cases. Neither the

crop of this year nor the preparations for next year have in any way sufl'ered from refusal

of the apprentices to labour in their own time for wages. On the contrary, the labourers

willingly sell their time when they are fairly paid, and the preparation for the next crop

has been great generally. I have been informed by various managers that next year’s crop

will much exceed this year's, judging from the present appearance of the cane fields. As

far as I can judge and ascertain, the cultivation seems to have been quite as well conducted

as formerly, and in a. superior manner on those properties where the plough is in use.
There is every reason to expect from the preparation for next year, the present clean and

good state of the cane fields on well managed properties, the disposition of the labourers,

aided by steady management, that next year’s crop must prove an average one. There is

only one resident proprietor in this district, and the various managers not having full power

as regards wages for the labourers’ allowances, 8w. 8:0. is the cause of much difficulty to

the good working of the abolition law. There has been a decided decrease on both sides of

complaints since I assumed my duties.
The usual allowances were given to the apprentices at Christmas. The usual (iuncing and

amusements took place, but in a more sober manner than formerly. There was every ap-

pearance of happiness and contentment among the apprentices, as far as I can ascertain, and

they went to work on Monday.
With respect to the measures taken by proprietors, attornies, clergy, missionaries or

otherwise, for the instruction of the apprentices or other population, I am sorry to say in

this district not any thing has been done. Managers are occupied making sugar and at-

tending to the estate’s work; the missionaries are active in their calling, and do much to

instruct the apprentices, but that is confined to the Sunday, and their visits to estates, but

no school establishment has been formed on the estates. Few apprentices can manage to

send their free children to Port Maria to the school there kept. I well know there is a great

desire among the apprentices to obtain instruction for their children who are free; but they

will not think of allowing those children to work in the field eithetr for instruction as the

price of labour, or for allowances. If the urgent necessity for the instruction of the young

people on estates cannot be forced on the attention of masters and attornies, little can be

done by missionaries.
In conclusion, my Lord, I must state that the above remarks are not only the result of

my opinion and observation, but of information collected in my district from the sensible

and correct managers. The successful working of the abolition law is beyond all ex-

 

pectation.
I have, 85c.

The Marquis of Sligo. (signed) William Marlton, s. J.

Sir, Spanish Town, 31 December 1835.

IN reference to a circular dated 3d December 1835, in which his Exceliency the Governor

required another report similar to that which I had the honour of sending in last month

respecting the general state of my district,
I have to state in answer for the information of his Excellency, that the disposition, in-

dustry and behaviour of the apprentices generally is such as to inspire the most satisfactory

anticipation of the future.
I I have also much pleasure in adding that a marked change for the better has taken place

in the general treatment of the apprentices by some managers and overseers, who, until

lately, could not cheerfully adapt themselves to the restraints which the new system had

imposed upon them.
Respecting the sugar crop and other produce of the estates, I am sorry to state that, from

the reat scarcity of rain, not even an average crop is expected.

I ave heard but few complaints res acting the state of cultivation of the different pro-

perties in SLCatherine, and, as far as can judge from my limited experience, the general

cultivation is Improvin .
The Christmas holyfiays have passed over in as quiet a manner as could possibly be ex-

pected from a population who give themselves up to drink and dancin'r. I
n
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In reference to the “ measures taken for the instruction of the negro and other popula-
tion,” I beg to enclose two letters In answer to a requisition from me: No. 1. is from Mr.
Phillips, the Baptist minister in Spanish Town, and No. 2. from the Rev. Mr. Read.

I am of opinion that all attempts to educate the negro are for the present very trifling and
ineffectual. -

I have 8Lc.W. G. Nunes Esq. . ’
Secretary to the Goherntrient. (Signed) H Moresby, 3' ’-
 

(No. 1.)

Mr. Phillips returns his compliments to Mr. Moresby and has much pleasure in comply-
ing with Mr. Moresby’s request relative to the subject of Mr. M.’s note just received.
The number of schools established under Mr. Phillips’ auspices in Spanish Town is as

follows:
For the daily instruction of children'and youth, and as included in the Metropolitan

establishment:
1 Boys’ school.
1 Girls’ ditto. _
1 Normal ditto, for the especial object of training teachers

of both sexes.

Sunday schools - -{: 32?]: 32:33?"

. 1 Male ditto.Adult Sunday schools -{1 Female ditto.

Adult Evening schools {: 11::flilgigfio

Schools now in the course of establishment in other parts of the parish of St. Catherine :
In the neighbourhood of Highgate, daily school, on the plan of Fellenburg:

1 Boys’ school.
1 Girls’ditto.

Sunday schools - -{1 32?}: 3:33

Sunday Adv“ schools -{:%i:1:1:‘:;::;0
Adult; Evening schools {: getheafisittlilto.

Passage Fort :
1 Boys’ school.

{1 Girls’ ditto.
1 Boys’ ditto.

sunday s°h°°ls ' '{1 Girls’ ditto.
1 Maleclass.Adult Sunday schools 1 Female ditto.

1 Male ditto.
1 Female ditto.

_The establishment of similar institutions are also contemplated by Mr. P. in the Red
H1", on the borders of Catherine parish.
Spa Town, 31 December 1835.

Daily schools -

Adult Evening schools -

 

(No. 2.) ,My dear Moresby,
The schools belonging to the Established Church in this parish are Gregory’s, the master

of which is Mr. W. S. Coward; the school of industry under Glyth, clerk of the church,
and the catechist school under Mr. Read; thelatter is a daily school equally with the other
two. These three are in the town ; then there is Lawson’s in the mountains. These are
all acting under authority in the parish; there is, you are aware, a catechist on Dawkins’
aymanas and pen. He has no license, but as far as instruction in catechism goes, the

children under his care do him great credit. We expect shortly to establish a regular
school in the neighbourhood of the Caymanas; I am not prepared at present to give you
details, but if required they may be easily obtained. In all investigations for the benefit of
Church and State, believe me, '

‘ Your great ally,
December 31, 1835. (signed) William Read.
 

My Lord, Amity Hall, Vere, 1 January 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular of the third

_ ecember as to the state of my distiict, and feel happy to state for the information ofyour
Excellency, that the Christmas holydays have passed overin the most orderly manner possible,
and the apprentices on all the estates have resumed their usual avocations with great cheer-
fulness, without any absentees whatever from the difl'erent properties.

166. I also
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I also beg to state for the information of your Excellency, that the best of feeling still

continues to exist in most instances between master and apprentice in this district, and

during the hours of labour they work well and cheerfully. As to the present state of culti-

vation of the estates, I can confidently assure your Lordship, none can be kept in a higher

state of cultivation than they are at t e present moment in this district, and an average crop

will be made ; were it not, my Lord, for the unusual early arrow of the canes, occasioned

by heavy seasons, many estates in this district would far exceed last year’s return, never-

-theless the managers seem to think that more than last year’s crop will be made, which was

considered a good return for this parish. I have also to state to your Excellency that I

have accomplished satisfactory arrangements for night Work during crop on all the estates

that require the hired services of the apprentices at 2 3. 6d. per week for their extra time,

and usual allowances that were customary prior to the lst of August, except on Dunkley’s,

and the apprentices on that estate would not by any means consent to hire or give any of

their time for hire except a few of the head people’s families, and I regret to state they havc

shown the worst of feeling on that occasion.

All the estates, my Lord, have commenced crop for some weeks, and the quality of the

produce made is such as will, I am confident, ensure the highest price at market.

I am also happy to inform‘your Lordship that the managers have given the most ample

allowances to the free children as well as to the apprentices at Christmas, and, generally speak-

ing, they have made no change whatever with respect to that class, they are allowed when sick

to retire to the plantation hospital, where they receive medical attendance, and every care

taken of them, which, I am of opinion, by the managers so doing, tends in a great measure

to the well working of the new system in this parish.

However, I beg tostate on this subject, that some of the estates I have made arrangements

on to work for hire and usual allowances to the free children, their parents would not receive

fish, mm or sugar for them at Christmas, from some erroneous whims they have imbibed that

if they receive such allowances their children would be compelled to work, so jealous are

they of the privileges of their children’s freedom being in any manner infringed on.

I also beg to state that complaints have considerably decreased as to general bad work

since firstI assumed my duty. The watchmen are a class that give more trouble as regards

their duty, and are frequently brought before me and found guilty of gross neglect and

breach of trust.
In conclusion I beg to add, that the Guinea corn crop is now fully established and a

good return is expected; and all the estates have their cane holes open and planted for crop

1837, which will ensure a good crop if favourable seasons occur.

 

I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) James Nolan, 5. M.

My Lord, Amity Hall, Vere, ist January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to state for the information of your Lordship. that a school has

been established at the rectory, for the education of children, of apprentices and others,

supported by charitable contributions and assisted by some parochial aid; also a Sunday

school is established by the rector, the Rev. Mr. Smith, for the instruction of all classes of

persons in their catechism and other reli ious knowledge. ~

There is also a school established at alt Savanna, supported by the Church Missionary

Society, also by Mr.Wildman, the proprietor, open to all apprentices who wish to avail them-

selves of the education of their children. I am also aware of several other gentlemen in

this parish willing to establish other schools, but from want of pecuniary aid they are

 

unable to put their humane intentions in progress. I have, Ste.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) James Nolan, 5. M.

My Lord, Saltspring, Hanover, 29 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour to state in reply to your Lordship’s circular, that the conduct of the

negro population generally speaking in this district is at present peaceable and orderly;

and it affords me pleasure to have the opportunity of giving it to your Lordship as my

opinion, that the fact of their being so is in some measure attributable to the judicious and

liberal treatment which they are experiencin from the great majority of the managers of

the properties to Which they are attached. fshould also add that complaints of all kinds

have greatly decreased.
The a pearance of the ensuing crop (the taking off of which has just commenced in

this district) is I should say favourable, but upon minute inquiry, I find that a small defal-

cation from last year is feared. Were the violent and unseasouable rains which have

fallen with little intermission for the last five or six days to continue much longer, I

should indeed apprehend a great defalcation ; otherwise, I rather think that whatever

deficiency may take place will be trifling. On not a few estates I have every reason to

believe that a great increase in produce over last ear will take place, on others a decrease.

InJudicious management might I think he allege as the cause of the latter result.

The Christmas hol 'days have passed over in mirth and harmony, and the apprentices

have resumed work so cheerfully that it appears to be the intention of the managers gene-

rally in my district to indulge them on Friday next with the time which the law gives to

the master: this is in fact creating for them another day of complete reiaxatiou. I
n
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In answering your Lordship’s inquiry as to what has been done for the education or
religious improvement of the free population and apprentices in the. district,I re ret to
state that very little has yet been effected, and that little wholly by the clergy. Eivine
Service is re ularly performed every Sunday in a very commodious chapel (lately built) at
Green Islan , by a clergyman of the Established Church. The congregation is a numerous
one; a Baptist minister occasionally preaches at the same village,lwhere a chapel for per-
sons of that persuasion is in progress of being erected. At Daires Cove, a few miles from
Green Island, a Presbyterian minister also ofiiciates every Sunday.

Before concluding this subject, I think it right to state that there is some prospect, as I
am given to understand, of a school being established under the auspices of the Church
Missionary Society, and Mr. Campbell of Rockspring has offered a house, rent free, to be
appropriated to the purposes of the projected school.

_ I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) John Odell, s. J.

My Lord, Hertford, 28th December 1835.
IN compliance with your Excellency’s circular of the 3d December, I have the honour

to state for your Excellency’s information, that my district, in respect to the industry, dis-u
position and behaviour of the apprentices, are such as to give me cause to be satisfied ; and
the treatment they-received from their masters, managers and overseers, such as to render
them comfortable and contented, and complaints at ainst either by the apprentice of rare
occurrence, and offences generally greatly decrease since I assumed the duties of special
ustrce.

J The apgearance and prospect of the present cro , taking into consideration the diminu-
tion of la our, are looking favourable, and I shoulh say well conducted ; generally speak-
ing, the cane pieces are, as far as circumstances will admit, clean, and a fair average crop
is expected, and in some instances more than last year, should the season prove favourable
for taking off the same.
The Christmas has passed over perfectly quiet, and the apprentices conducted them-

selves with propriety; and I beg leave further to state, that I have not either observed or
heard of a single instance of intoxication amongst the apprentices.

 

l have, 8Lc.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) TIlOS. 11!. Oliver, s. J.

My Lord, Hertford, 28 December 1835.
I HAVE the the honour of laying before your Excellency the best information I could

obtain as to the measures taken for the instruction of the negro and other population in >
my district, and I find there are several places of instruction at Savanna la Mar, one large
establishment conducted by the Rev. Mr. Fiddler, also several smaller ones in the vicinity;
others on estates have been spoken of, and free persons of colour named to superintend the
same, but as the apprentice declines paying for such instruction, the other would not dedi—
cate his time without some remuneration, so that it failed; still the overseer instructs such
as are willing to send their children, evenings and Sundays. I have, &c.

(signed) T1105. M Oliver, 5. J.

 

Special Justice Pennell’s REPORT as to the State of his District.

Trelawny, December 3lst, 1835.
THE general good behaviour and peaceable conduct manifested by the apprentices in

this district. (and reported upon in Mr. Pennell’s statement of the 1st of November last)
is so well known and admitted by all classes as to require no further comment from him;
they work freely for labour when required, and appear perfectly to understand their present
position, and to be satisfied; indeed there cannot be a happier set. of people; nor do I
see how it could be otherwise, as their treatment from masters, overseers and others, is for
the most part kind, and in many instances even indulgent; there are, for instance, very few
estates where the usual Christmas allowances of fish, rum and sugar have been withheld
from them, though not demanded by law; dancing, singing and merriment have in conse-
quence been the order of the day ; since then the apprentices have turned out as usual.
The cane fields generally in the district are looking well, but the special justice has been

given to understand, that in many instances the pasturage of the estates has been neglected.
Upon the whole, however, a pretty favourable result is looked for at the ensuing season,
although the general industry which has prevailed this year (1835) will not be felt in the
increase of crops until the year 183 .

~ It was represented to Mr. Pennelfthat serious damage had been done to the estates, both
last year and the year before that, from a practice of cutting canes even before they had
arrived at maturity; a practice carried on to a. fearful extent ; the unripe caries were not
cut out of mischief by the apprentices, it was for the purpose of feeding their hogs. In
order to obviate this misdemeanor, the special justice was permitted by his Excellency
.the Governor to issue a printed paper, headed “Advice,” of which he begs to enclose a
form. It has since been represented to Mr. P. that these papers have so fully answerid
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the end for which they were intended, that he purposes following it up by something of a

similar document, exhorting the negroes to.work freely during the present crop for

such wages as the proprietor can afford to give, 'tnd’showing them how great is their

interest to go hand in hand with their employers. . With respect to the complaints which

now reach the special magistrate, he Is really surprised at there being so very few on either

side, in an average three or four a week, including complaints of every description; and

these seldom connected with the working of the estate. One estate (Sportsman Hall)

must, however, be excepted, numerous complaints being constantly made from thence by

the proprietor, Captain Dawson, 1:. N. to the specral magistrate, and be having hitherto

been unable to find out where the fault lies, has requested the attendance of another

special magistrate, when a full investigation will take place. Mr. P. begs to add, that the

complaints are equally loud on the part of the apprentices there.

Trelawny, December 1835. (signed) R. C. Pennell, 3. J.

 

ADVICE.

As many of you can now read, and understand what you read, and all can understand

this when read to you, I desire that you will pay much attention to what is printed in this

paper, as it IS for year own good. You have many of you frequently cut canes at this

time of the year, and you have perhaps thought it no fault to do so; but I must now tell

you that the law forbids your doing so, and orders that you should be punished severely if

you destroy or out even one cane in your master’s property, or in any other person’s cane-

field; and directs that if found guilty of this crime you should be severely flogged, or sent

to the tread-mill.
Itell you this as your friend and magistrate, thatI may not be obliged to punish you, as

l have already been obliged to punish others in my district.
To the Constables, Drivers and (signed) _R. C. Pennell, s. J.

Apprentices in Trelawny.
 

A REPORT of the Measures taken for the Instruction of all Classes in Special Justice
Pcnnell’s District, Trelawny.

THERE is one school at Stewart Town, kept in the under part of the Established Church;

it has one teacher; it is supported by a small donation from the parish (Trelawny) for a

limited number of the poor, and by a donation from the Lord Bishop for the Sunday school,

attended by from 200 to 400 apprentices, who are making rapid progress. Children of all

classes are admitted, of whom there are about 30 in number. A spacious Baptist and VVes-

leyan chapel in the same town are also preparing the under part of the buildings for schools,

but a charge is to be made of about 5d. per week, or a few dollars per annum. These

schools are expected to be numerously attended, but are to be restricted to those holding

the same tenets as their respective ministers.
There is also a school at Hyde Hall Estate, established by the proprietor, Mr. Shirley;

this is well attended by the children on the estate, who appear to be getting on well. Mr.

Pennell knows of no other establishment of the kind in his district, though there is great

room for such.
Trelawny, 30 December 1835. R. C. Pennell, s. J.

 

My Lord, Trelawny, Jamaica, 29 December 1835.

I HAVE much pleasure in reporting to your Excellency that the Christmas holydays have

passed by peaceably and quietly, the whole of the apprentices throughout this populous, im-

portant and extensive district having conducted themselves in the most sober and orderly

manner, and have, upon every property, turned out to their usual avocations on the Monday

morning, in ready and willing obedience to the majesty of the law.

I have a report from every manager in my beat on the table before me, and it will doubt-

less be most satisfactory to your Excellency to know, that there is not a solitary instance of

delinquency within this extensive district intrusted to my official management by your

Excellency.
The general demeanor of the apprentices is very satisfactory, and I entertain a more

favourable opinion in their disposition to habits of industry and civilized life than hereto-

fore. From the commencement of my duties their conduct on no occasion has called for

any thing more than ordinary or salutary chastisement under the law ; nothing amounting to

severity. 0n no occasion have they attempted to oppose my authority; and I do believe

that the apprentices have every confidence in your Excellency’s government in this proba-

tionary state of their apprenticeship.
Arduous and continuous as my duties still are, there is no comparison to be drawn between

the close of this year and the last, as respects the general tranquillity of the district: the

sullen, suspicious and excited feelings of the apprentices have changed into a mutual good

feeling of cheerfulness of disposition and confidence in the protection afforded them by the

laws, and my confidence in them as a body is greatly increased, and those doubts I held
formerly in their ultimate well-being and the success of the new system are completely

removed.
The
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The apprentices generally are taken good care of throughout this splendid district; they
are well housed, well fed and well clad, and feel and exercise a proper independence of
demeanor, which is pleasant to observe; but notwithstanding which, that duty I'owe to your
Excellency prompts me to state, that as it would be difficult to frame human laws to alter
human nature, I consider the well~being of the probationary system requires a different style
of managers to the present; and I humbly submit that there is a great deficiency of en-
couragement, countenance and good example.

All subordinate planters, whose duty it is to attend to the minutiae of plantation duty and
minor offices on the estate, should be wholly unprejudiced, and possessed of a liberal prin-
ciple and manners suited to the exigency of his calling. ,

I feel satisfied that until all old prejudices and habits are subsided, and the apprentices
receive a proper countenance and support, they cannot be expected to exert~ them-
selveilto fthat extent which I consider their nature and disposition also are equally sus-
-ce tl e o .

rI allude to the emulation excited by task work. A planter in my district hired his own
and several other apprentices from adjoining properties in their own time, at 28. 6d. cur-
rency, or 18d. sterling per diem, and 68 of them in one day trashed 18 acres of canes, and
hoed the grass where necessary. They did their work cheerfully and well, and were encou-
raged with a glass of grog at mid-day. Your Excellency will perceive this is, on an average,
under four persons to the acre of land, and, I submit to your Lordship, double the work
exacted under the old, or expected under the new system.

I, however, am happy to report to your Excellency that many of the responsible planters
are quite alive to their present and ultimate interest, by conforming fully and freely to the
new law, while others still continue to remain under the dark cloud, brooding over their hard
fate and fancied ills.

In regard to the prospects for the ensuing crop, Iain happy in being able to report to your
Excellency thatthe cane fields have all repeatedly been well cleaned and manured everywhere;
and that from the continuation of the late fine rains our prospects are good for a fair average
return throughout this district. On several estates 300, 400 and 500 acres of grass land have
been cleaned, which had not for some years previously been attended to. In short, it is a
pleasing fact to state to your Excellency, that the cultivation of this district is in a flourish—
ing state generally; and though not freely admitted, no planter has the hardihood to deny it.
There are, however, two or three circumstances which I consider will necessarily operate
much to the disadvantage of the ensuing crop, and which I very humbly submit to your Ex-
cellency’s superiorjudgment.

In the first place, the loss of labour, and consequent neglected state of the cane-field in 1834;
secondly, the want: of confidence evinced by the planters generally who neglected to put in
and establish the usual number of acres of fall plants; and also the subsequent total neglect
of the cane-field during the last crop. not acane piece scarcely having (as formerly) been
cleaned until its conclusion. The first cut canes cannot consequently be expected to yield as
they did in former years. Lastly, though not least in consequence, was the total absence of
the usual seasons in the two best growing months in the year, August and September, when
we were, throughout this district, two or three estates excepted, not blessed witha single
shower of rain.

I have great pleasure in stating that much land has been dug and ploughed and established
this year, as a fall plant; and I feel very sanguine in the anticipation of increased returns
for the crop of 1837; indeed this is admitted generally, and Iam happy to state that a
valuable reaction has taken place amongst the planters generally; and facts, stubborn facts,
my Lord, have triumphed over faction and falsehood, and the gloomy forlorn hope has
changed into a general confidence in the new system, as is plainly evinced by the
increased exertions all round this district, near 50 properties, and (including free children)
10,000 souls.

Complaints are fast diminishing, and conse uently punishments, as your Excellency will
have perceived, by my returns of duty for the ast six months.

In respect to increase of moral and religious instruction and education, I exceedingly
(riegret to report to your Excellency that there is not a chapel or school—house in this
istrict.
Mr. Blyth, of Hampden Chapel, St. James’s, a seceder from the Scottish church, haslately

rented the Great House of Peru, “ Navarre,” where he preaches monthly, and I understand
there is a similar establishment at Deeside, visited occasionally by Mr. Knibb, the Baptist
missionary, so that your Excellency will be surprised that nothing, literally speaking, has as
yet been done by the introduction of the highly necessary and valuable 1m pulses of education
and moral instruction. Not only are the adult apprentices in their pristine ignorance, but
the free children growing up in idleness, ignorance and vice.

I beg to assure your Excellency of my continued exertions for the present and ultimate
benefit of your Lordship’s government, the well-being of the apprentices, and the general
interests of the island within the district assigned to me by your Excellency.

‘ I have, 8L0.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) S. Pryce, s. J.

“~—
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My Lord, Brownstown, 29 December 1835.

IN answer to the circular of the 3d instant,I beg to acquaint your Excellency, that the

disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population continues orderly and quiet; on

some few properties they are working very cheerfully and well, on others the general com-

laint ofproprietors and overseers is that they do not do as much work as they could in the

limited time they are em ployed. With repect to the treatment the apprentices receive from

their masters, managers and overseers, the best answer I can give is, that only one apprentice

has made a complaint within the last three months. Complaints on the part of overseers

have very much decreased since‘I assumed my duties. . .

As to the appearances and prospects of the ensuing crop, your Excellency is well aware

this is not a sugar district, there being only seven estates, on the majority of these the canes '

are clean, but the crops of next year will, in all probability, fall short of the present one.

Christmas has passed over without the slightest disturbance.

As to the measures taken for instruction of the negro and other population, the only pri--

vate school is on the property of the Honourable Samuel Moultou Barrett, at Retreat, it has

been in existence about five years; the average number of scholars at present about 40.

The Rev. Thomas Rose, one of the island curates, instructs the children every Sunday at

Brownstown, between the morning and afternoon service; he formerly attended Fridays and

Saturdays, but the apprentices and others have quite discontinued attending on those days.

The Rev. W. Alloway (sent out by the London Missionary Society)does duty every Sun-

day at Dry Harbour; he has opened a school at his residence, VVilliamsfield, near Dun-

barton, and devotes five days and two evenings every week in instructing children ; average

number of scholars from forty to fifty. A schoolmaster is daily expected from the Socieiy,

as it interferes too much with Mr. Alloway’s time.
The Rev. James Coultart (a Baptist) preaches alternate Sundays at Brownstown, butgives

no instruction to the apprentices.

 

3 I have, Ste.

His Excellency the M arquis of Sligo. (signed) Stanley Rawlinson, s. J.

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 29 December 1835.

IN reply to a circular letter, dated the King’s House, the 3d instant, I have the honour to

acquaint your Excellency that the apprentices throughout my district behave themselves

with the bearing of honest and industrious people.

Since I have taken upon myself the duties of this district, complaints have decreased

with the exception of two properties, viz., Friendship Pen, Mrs. Watt, proprietor, and Bel-

]emont Plantation, Dr. Robinson, custos of this parish, attorne ; and in these instances I

solely attribme to the unkind disposition of the overseer, for am firmly of opinion that

with a kind bearing towards the apprentices their labour would be given up cheerfully.

With regard to the plantations in my district, with the exception of Mr. Sion, Kensing-

ton and Norfolk, they will ship infinitely more coffee this year than they did last year, and

the falling off in the plantations that I have excepted the decrease is solely owing to the

age of the coffee pieces.
The apprentices during the Christmas have conducted themselves extremely well; I have

not had 2-. single complaint regarding their conduct, and I believe that the proprietors and

managers of properties have contributed their usual supplies to the apprentices.

 

. have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. Reynolds, s. M.

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 29 December 1835.

IN obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have the honour to state, as far as I have

ascertained,as to the measures taken for the instruction of the negro population of my district,

Mr. Heyman, a Moravian clergyman, has established a school for the education of the

free children. The stipendiary curate, the Rev. Mr. Waters, is likewise trying to establish

schools for the same purpose by subscription, but I fear he cannot succeed from want of

funds. The proprietors and attornies of proprietors in general are impressed with the feel—

ing that they have no right to contribute towards the education of the free children, and

therefore they wish to throw the weight entirely upon the Government.
I have, Ste.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. Reynolds, 5. M.

 

My Lord, St. Ann’s, 29 December 1835.

Tan apprentices in this districr continue to behave themselves very well ; they attend

cheerfully to their various occupations. I observe nothing sulky in their appearance, and

they seem to be perfectly satisfied with the treatment they receive from their masters and

managers. Crimes have considerably decreased, and I scarcely hear any complaints on

either side. On the whole, the apprentices here have rapidly improved in t eirdispositions,

and the majority of them have had their usual Christmas supplies.
The
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The cane fields are clean, and have a very flourishing appearance, and several estates
will make, for 1836, a larger crop than the last,- and of course the preparations (made in
1835) to effect this will be so much more in favour of the 1837 crop. The plough has
been introduced on one estate (Drax Hall) with considerable success, and several others
will follow the example. Three have been already imported for Richmond. The district
in general has by far a more favourable appearance than at this period last year.

The Christmas holydays have passed over without the slightest tumult, and to the entire
satisfaction ofall parties; indeed I never saw so quiet a Christmas.

I wish I could give any satisfactory account of the rising generation. It is matter of
deep regret that these free children should be living entirely on the bounty'of their former
masters in a complete state of idleness. [cannot say that any measures have been adopted
for their education, although I have not a doubt every property would immediately provide
the means for them it' their parents would devote some of their leisure time towards
pa ing for a teacher.

ery few of them are even taken to church. The clergyman and missionaries I am con-
vinced would gladly instruct them, but fewer yet are sent for that purpose. The fact is,
that their parents would sooner keep them as they are than lose a moment of their services.
This is a frightful picture, but it is too true, and you cannot give greater ofl‘ence to the
parents than by making any proposals bearing upon their children; and unless something
he s eedily done to check this growing evil, the most disastrous consequences may be the
resu t.

I have already stated the disposition of the apprentices, and I trust his Excellency the
Governor will allow me to make a few observations with regard to the working of the sys—
tem generally. I am of' opinion that it will gradually improve during the period of its con-
tinuance, and that where the apprentices are dealt with fairly, and treated with a degree
of kindness and consideration suited to their altered notions of their situation, that things
will go on better than has been generally anticipated, at least such in my opinion is the
only mode of management calculated to produce a favourable result, and which I have
invariably endeavoured to impress upon the mind of every manager in the district. This
must in a great measure account for the very favourable improvement in the disposition of
the apprentices here, where I must certainly say my advice has been taken, and acted upon
fully to my satisfaction.
lam afraid that his Excellency the Governor may consider this a too lengthy report

for official, but I cannot conclude without remarking on one estate in articular, as it all
bears on the same question, and because the account I am about to mate of it was given
me with that candour and fairness I do not always receive from every one when seeking
for information. I speak of Llandovery, which must be considered the leading estate in
this district, for it is through the superior management of the overseer, Mr. Geddes, that
the present can almost be equalled with the past. On this estate the crop is finished, and
will ship 365 hogsheads of sugar, and 200 puncheons of rum, bubble 18. The crop ship-
ped for 1835 was 375 hogsheads of sugar and 195 puncheons of rum. This year the crop
is about four weeks later than the last, which delay was occasioned by considerable repairs
done to the mill in September. There were 300 hogsheads made last year previous to the
first of August, and 244 hogsheads up to the same period this year, consequently more
than three—fourths of last year’s crop was made during the old system. The plant for next
year’s crop is complete, and the quantity of land the same as last year. There has been
an excess ofjobbing and wages paid to the estates people for hire oftheir owu time of 3701.
between the two years, but tool. of it was laid out in building walls. The work of the estate
is very near as forward as it was this timelast year, and the 1836 crop will not fall off much,
it'any, and if it does, it must be attributed to the general arrow that has come out in the
ratloon pieces before they had attained a sufficient growth, which proceeds from the nature
of the season, and not from any thing arising from the conduct of the apprentices.
Upon the whole, the affairs of the estates may be considered as promising as can well be

expected under the present apprenticeship system.
(signed) W. H. Sowley, s. J.

My Lord, Mount Holstein, St. George’s, 29 Dtacember 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge a circular dated 3d instant, and in compliance with

the directions therein, I beg to report as follows :—
ln my last reportI stated that an improvement had taken place in the industrious habits

of the apprentices ; this I am happy to perceive is increasing every day, and is spoken of
by many. I think the people are disposed towards those set over them more than
they ever were before; and their conduct and behaviour as a body is very orderly, quiet
and peaceable. I conclude that the masters and managers treat their people fairly, because
the latter do not make any complaints now about ill-treatment. I have had occasion to fine
only one of the former class since I assumed my duties; complaints on both sides have
diminished greatly since I came to the parish.
The appearance and prospects of next year’s crop are so favourable as to lead the several

managers to anticipate a very large return. The fields are generally clean, and the trees
appear luxuriant, but it is impossible for one who did not witness the mode of cultivation
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before the 1st of Angus 11834, to make any fair comparison as to whether it is as well con-

ducted now as formerly. The crop of this year will not be an average one, but will be

larger than was anticipated a short time ago.
I have not heard of one instance of bad conduct on the part of the apprentices during the

Christmas holydays. The amusements commenced on Thursday afternoon, and concluded

on Saturday night, and on Monday the people turned out to work in good time, notwith-

standing the heavy rain which was falling.

In reference to your Excellency’s direction that I should ascertain and report the mea-

sures taken for the instruction of the negro and other population in the district, I am

informed that there is no school whatever established, but it is anticipated to open one at

Birnam Wood very shortly, under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. May, who resides

upon the property. Divine Service is performed every Sunday in the coffee store at

Birnam Wood by Mr. May, and he visits several of the neighbouring properties during

the week for the purpose of catechisinfi the negroes.
The deputy clerk of the Peace ta es a few private pupils, principally children of

colour, and I am not aware o the existence of any other place of instruction within my

district. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Richard St. John, s. J.

 

Mount Pleasant, Annotto Bay,

My Lord, N. E. District of St. Mary, 31 December 1835.

IN obedience to your Lordship’s general orders, I have the honour to furnish your

Lordship with the monthly report of the state of the north-east district of St. Mary

under my charge; and it is with the greatest satisfaction that I can report most favourably

of the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population of every colour and

denomination in this part of the parish of St. Mary.
Without engrossing your Lordship’s valuable time by particularising points in the way

of proof, I would merely and most respectfully beg leave to refer your Lordship to in

weekly reports continuously for many weeks back, the general and uniform tenor of which

will, I am persuaded, corroborate the statement which I have just made.

It is my duty to the masters, managers and overseers of this part of the parish of

St. Mary to state to your Lordship, that the treatment they each and all observe towards

the apprentices under their auspices is marked, and proverbially so, by the greatest con-

sideration, conciliation and kindness.
Complaints, my Lord, of apprentice against the master I never hear of; and since I

assumed my duties in this quarter, complaints of apprentices have decreased as ten to one.

The appearance and prospects of the ensuing crop are on the whole cheering. The cul-

tivation of the properties, though certainly backward in some points compared to former

dayks,yetleave, I think, nothing much to despair as to the returns they will eventually

ma e.
I must here take occasion to observe to your Lordship that much expense has been

incurred on many properties in jobbin , in clearing and cleaning the cane pieces.

The Christmas, my Lord, has passet off in this district in happiness, merry—making and

enjoyment, and not one solitary instance of complaint, of insolence, insubordination or

excess has been brought before me. '
The progress of education of the negro and other population in this district, through

the agency of the proprietOrs, attornies, missionaries, clergy, &c. is, I am sorry to say, but

limited at the present mOment, but daily increasing, as funds can be raised, and the

parties capable of instructing the people religiously and otherwise morally can be procured.

On several estates, from 50 to 90 children and adults, free and apprentices, receive all

manner of profitable instruction, and which they seek with avidity.

I have endeavoured, my Lord, to select and report upon those several points and features

which I deemed of most complexion and moment in the working of the present system,

and I trust the eflbrt will prove satisfactory and available to your Lordship’s wishes ; and

 

with every sentiment of respect, I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Jos. R. Thomas, s. I.

My Lord, ~ Black River, 21 December 1835.

ACCORDING to acircular dated 3d December, requirin me tofnrnish to your Excellency,

by the post first in January, an account similar to one ormerly sent in, of the state of the

district over which I am placed, of the conduct of the proprietors, managers or overseers

to the apprentices, and of the conduct, industry and disposition of the negro population

in general, I hasten to comply with your Excellency’s desire.

Having left the western interior district of Cambridge (St. James), I consider it my duty

to report solely of it, as another magistrate may not be so well acquainted in a week or

two’s residence to do so, and as lam too recently come to Black River district to be

able to give any correct report of it.
In reporting on the state of Cambridge district, I am not aware that I could make much

alteration, in my opinion, of the state of it from what I gave a few months past. As to

the general department of the apprentices, it was respectful, peaceable and obedientl (a:
eas
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least as much as could be expected from so large a body of people, uneducated and just
emerging from slavery to a proportionate freedom); generally they performed their work
well, “ and so well,” that many of the managers told me they were getting more work now,
and as well done, as they did in the time of slavery. As to attending to their grounds in
their own time, 1 cannot write so favourably of their industry. But there are many ways
in which a negro can be profitably employed without working on their grounds, were they
to exert themselves to industry. Much of their time, however, is frittered away in run-
ning to public markets, to visit friends, &c. without either saving their bodily fatigue
or adding much to their comforts. As to working for hire, I am not aware that any of
them ever refused to do so except when allowed too little wages accordingto the rate of
the neighbourhood.
By the great majority of the managers there is a great deal of kindness and prudence

manifested towards the people under their charge, endeavouring to make their arrange-
ments aceord as much as possible with the requirements ofthe abolition law; they show to
the apprentices that they have no desire to obtain more than the law allows, and thus leave
them no ground for grumbling. But on a few properties I am sorry to say this was not the
case. On Greenwich, Hazle Nymph, Montpelier and some others, every encroachment
that could be made on the rights of the apprentices, so as to evade the vigilance of the spe-
cial justices, and give them every source of annoyance was persisted in in despite of all my
address and remonstrances; and unless there happen, in the kind mercies of Providence,
that a change of managers takes place, 1 have every reason to fear a continuance of that
conduct on two or three properties. Indeed the manager of is, according to
his own statement, so opposed to the abolition system, it is impossible for him to wish to
be at peace with any person connected with it; it appeared to me as if he was anxious to
conduct things so as to make it appear the system (as he called it) was not working well.
But his people deserve every praise, they have outdone him by good behaviour. Often has
he told me they always had a bad name, and he wished to make it appear that they were as
bad as they were called. But they evinced themselves in general to be the best behaved
in the district. under their alteration whilst I was in it ; for others were not so tried by that
unceasing round of what they call picking their teeth.
U on the whole crime was certainly diminishing, and consequently also complaint. On

Anc ovy estate I had from ten to fifteen cases on every visit when I first went to the dis-
trict. On the last two visits I only had one, and that between two apprentices. This
change is more owing to my method of adjudging punishments than any thing else. The
former special justice almost always punished by causing them to pay days to the estate,
consequently every little thing was brought up by the mana ers, out of an avaricious desire
to obtain as much of their time as he could. Seeing this, sent a few away to the work-
house, by which (for some frivolous thing) he lost a week’s working, which (as soon as
he saw it) put an end to his teasing manner of watching, and bringing up every little thing
not worth noticing. If a special justice will but give payment 0 days for trivial offences,
complaints will never become less frequent; but if he has the address to dismiss frivolous
complaints, or apply some of the other modes of punishment pointed out by the law, he
will deter the apprentices not only from committing faults, but also put a stop to the ava-
rice of the managers.

Besides, when an apprentice stole from another apprentice, I caused instant payment to
be made of the full value, or threatened to send them to gaol ; and this had a great effect
of reducing crime in this way.

In conclusion, I would observe, in compliance with the second and last clauses of the
same circular, that the crops are in a very promising condition, the cane pieces and ginger
fields clean and orderly, evidencing both the attention of the managers, and the steady peru
severing work of the apprentice, and I can safely pronounce the appearance of at least an
average crop to be not only favourable but almost certain.

I am sorry, however, to state, that no measures whatever within my knowledge had been
taken to establish any school on any estate by either clergy, proprietors or managers. As
to religion, on the part of the overseers or managers in the district, alas! there is not the
semblance ofit; only on one (Lapland) property will they allow, with their will, the poor
religious apprentice to enjoy the privilege ofsin ing a psalm in his own way, in his hut,
after his hours of labour are over. Often have% had to command the allowance ot'even
that religious privilege.

-Mr. Burchil, Baptist parson, preached in two places in my district occasionally, on small
properties purchased by this society for that pur ose, and I heard intended Instituting a
school at a place called Spring Field ; at present know of none.
Such was the general antipathy to the parson and his order, that some managers refused

to allow their ap rentices to go to hear-him on the Sabbath until I demanded it as their
right, by which fbecame not a little unpopular at first; but seeing no ill efl‘ects arising
from attendance on his preaching, but in some cases the reverse, the feeling of the com-
munity at large had greatly changed.

I will report concerning the manner in which the Christmas has passed over at Black
River; all is very quiet at present.

 

I have, 8K0.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Robert Thompson, 5. J.
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Derry Police Station,

My Lord, Pear Tree Grove, P. O. 30 Dec. 1835.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Secretary’s circular

0f the 3d instant, and beg to acquaint your Lordship that the .black population in my dis-

trict are orderly, respectful, obedient and loyal to all in authority.

I remarked in my general report that I found a change for thebetter in the masters since

last August,and Iam glad tobe able to say that they still concede a llttle. The slight change that

has taken place for the better is owing to the dissolution of the Assembly In the month above

named. I assert this from experience and personal knowledge. I am of opinion that the

negro population work as well as any other peasantry, and that they can fully appreciate

kindness from their masters. I have had some few years knowledge of the Spanish pea—

santry in Spain; and I declare most solemnly to my Got], that .if the masters would only

forget former power, and allow all prejudice to be buried in obhv_lon, that more trust could

be confided to the black population of Jamaica than to the Spanish peasantry.

I do not mean to say, my Lord, that it is possible or sound to expect that the sugar estates

can cultivate the soil with 40; hours labour in the week, with the same economy as in old

times, when the masters could and did work the slaves day and night even without the

cessation of the Sabbath day; besides, the drivers and overseers had unlimited power of

flagellation in the field.
I have no hesitation in boldly and publicly asserting that the negro population do more

work now in my district in thelaw hours than ever they did under slave managers in 70 hours

labour under the whip, and I am further bound in honesty and justice to say, not caring

for the threats of the House of Assembly to publish our Reports in the Blue Book of 500

co ies.‘
hat the negro population have made a reater advance to civilization “ in comparison”

than the masters, and that the black popu ation are more submisstve “ to the decisions of

justice,” is far beyond a doubt.
The law must be fairly and honestly administered for both master and apprentice, and

if judiciously followed up, the present system, with a very small advance from the pro-

prietor for the apprentice’s extra hours, will keep up the cultivation of the sugar estates as

well as ever they were kept up under slavery. Crime has made a most wonderful change

for the better; I am of opinion that, generally speaking, through the parish of St. Mary’s

it is hourly decreasing, particularly in my own district; in every country in the world there

are some bad inhabitants, and Jamaica must naturally share in that fate.

It might be said that crime has increased since last year; but I deny it as far as my

humble opinion dictates. When slavery existed the masters punished the slaves them-

selves on the charge being proved, thereby publicity was scarcely ever permitted, unless for

some heinous ofl'ence. I entertain no doubt of next year’s crop being good, notwithstand~

ing the past extraordinary dry season, and that in consequence the canes have been much

thwarted in their growth.

Christmas has passed over with propriety and decorum.

It is not true that the apprentices are bringing up their free children as slaves to them-

selves ; for example, the apprentices in my district are most anxious to get a school esta-

blished, to educate little King free, as they term their free children. They will one and all

subscribe to it.
The proprietors and attomies have not done any one thing to advance Christianity in the

island. A married overseer is looked on as a convert. I am sorry that the clergy of the Esta-

blished Church are not numerous enough to expound the Scriptures to the apprentices.

In candour, much credit and respect is due to all the sectarians in the island for their

zealous exertions in enlightening the apprentices in the fear of God.

I am confident that this island will vastly improve in every manner under the guidance

of the British ministers.
I have, 85c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Henry Walsh, 5. J.

 

’ Carpenter's Mountain District, Warwick,

My Lord, 30 December 1835.

AGREEABLY to your Excellency’s instructions I have the honour to forward the subjoined

report of the state of this district.

The crop, which is entirely coffee, is coming on very fast.

In this immediate neighbourhood there is very little more to pick. The season, owing

to the unusual quantity of rain, has been nnpropitious to the curing of the fruit. In

quantity I believe the crop averages any previously considered a very good crop; the

abundance of it has caused a good deal of additional labour from the apprentices in their

own time, which I consider to have been very beneficial, inasmuch as it has given a

stimulus to the acquiring of money; and I estimate that at least 2,0001. will have been

expended in this district for free labour before the crop is fit for exportation. The ap-

prentices are eager to hire at the rate of half a dollar a barrel for picking (many have

picked at 1:. 6d. sterling) ; of course they like to wait till there is plenty of fruit on the
trees, that they may pick it with less trouble.

I have
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l have no reason to alter my opinion formerly expressed, that the apprentices work
better for hire in their own time than otherwise ; and did I possess any coffee property, I
should have no apprehension of any difficulty in cultivating it by free labour in this parish.

I am informed by the storekeepers about me that the negro apprentices are purchasing
by far more costly articles than formerly
A desire for luxury must promote in ustry; in fact there are so many things the negro

has been accustomed to, which he is not likely to do without, that I think him, generally
speaking, extremely ill qualified to live in the bush, which is the ultimatum many appre-
hend.
The importation of white emigrants will be beneficial as an example to the negroes,

who will be pleased to see white men labour; and I consider it will cause emulation. In
former times every white man considered himself above manual labour (field labour at
least), and in consequence the climax of freedom was invariably made to consist in the
most absolute and unqualified idleness. We may reasonably h0pe that a better example
during the term of the apprenticeship and the being actually paid in money the moment
the work is done will greatly tend to dissipate these false notions of independence. For
myself I must say, that the old adage of “ money will make the mare go,” is as applicable
to the negro as any other class of human beings. ,
As to what remuneration for free labour properties can afford to give, much I take it

must depend on the manner in which the labour of the estate is conducted, and on the
ability of the manager. On a property near me the overseer told me that 30 acres of
coffee yielded about 50 tierces of fruit, and this will net from 281. to 301. sterling a
tierce.

But let us trace the ills of these colonies to the true source, and we shall find that all
the evil that ever accrued to them is the result of absenteeism. The absentee drains all
the money of the country; it has been owing to his insatiate demand for money to
squander in England, that all the odium in many instances toojustly heaped on the
colonies has arisen. He knew not and cared not, at a distance of 5,000 miles, how many
negroes died under the hands of a severe manager, as long as he got good returns. If he
did not get them, a new manager was appointed, and he got a harsh overseer, and made a
greater crop. He lived up to the returns of the best crop, consequently got in debt, and
was obliged to mortgage his estate to those who hereafter were to know nothing further of
it than that they were to receive the consignment of the crops; and as long as the mer-
chant would advance money, the absentee lived on a useless existence, despised and
laughed at by those who had helped to ruin him.
Such is the general feature of West India property, it would be hard indeed if there were

not exceptions; but no country can thrive whose resources are all drawn out of it, and the
fact is, the West Indian, be he absentee or mortgagee, must either come and live on his
estate or lease them to others that will. '
When the Spanish colonists came to these countries they made them their home, and had '

too much sense to think of returning to Europe: they had an aristocracy of their own that
despised returning to a country where there would be any one above them; and until the
English West Indian does the same, our colonies cannot be expected to thrive as they
ought. Witness the improved state of society of Barbadoes in consequence of the pro-
prietors being chiefly residents. Any measure Government may design with this tendency
cannot but be beneficial. I recommend the enabling proprietors to redeem their
mortgages on condition of residing or giving a bonus on the produce of residents.

Education and religious instruction are much desired by the apprentices. The Rev. Mr.
Hall, curate of this part of the parish, is indefatigable in his exertions. There is also a
Presbyterian minister settled in the neighbourhood. Mrs. Wright of Kensworth has a
school on her roperty, and is extremely assiduous in promoting the interests of the
Moravian schoor at Fairfield. I do not consider the apprentices as an immoral people;
marriage was never promoted or encouraged among them ; indeed an overseer at this day
if he marries is liable and likely to be turned adrift; marriage is now becoming general
among the apprentices, and they attend to all the other rites of the church. The esta-
blishment of schools will be beneficial, as it will prevent the young children from idling as
they do now.
No person in this country ever thinks of shutting doors or windows at night, and I think

there is less theft of produce than formerly. Coffee stealing was carried on to a fearful extent
formerly, and there was an instance not very lon back of a receiver of stolen coffee ship-
ping upwards of 100 casks of. this article, thoug he had not an acre of ground. The
establishment of the police checks this traffic.

I was present at Mr. Hall’s church on Christmas-day, when I think there were about 150
apprentices communicants, nor do I believe any of them omitted to contribute a small piece
of silver to the collector, which, as there are no poor in the parish, goes to the parochial
funds. The practice of dancing and munimers at Christmas has generally given place to a
proper observance of the festival the holydays were intended to commemorate. I have not
seenha man or woman in astate of inebriety among the apprentices smce I came to the
parts .
The negro apprentices are ever where well treated by their masters ; on almost all the

properties they receive their salt fish as usual. A handsome Christmas supply has been
givegéhem, consisting of beef, cod fish, rum and sugar, which the law does not entitle them
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to. I cannOt speak as favourably of the negro apprentices who are servants, they are

idle and perverse, and up to every species of trick and roguery. They, however, will, when

they become their OWn masters, find it necessary to change their conduct, as people are now

wisely determined not to hire without certificate of character.

As some emigrants have arrived in this district, I shall offer a remark on this subject.

Those most likely to be useful in field labour are the hardy peasantry of the west of Ireland

or the north of Scotland ; artisans of all descriptions will find occupation ; I should suggest

their establishing themselves before they bring their families, unless certain of provision

being previously made for them. Let them be persons of good character, that their exam-

ples may be beneficial. I place no great confidence in the abllity of emigrants to supply a

deficiency in agricultural labour, but they will do well as pen-keepers and about the works,

and for any iu-door work. I should recommend the slaves taken on the coast of Africa
being apprenticed here instead of being sent to Sierra Leone or located in Cuba. When
foreigners find that the traflic in slaves is made to benefit our colonies, it. will do more to
put a stop to it than any thing else.
One word as to the climate of Jamaica: in these mountains the thermometer ranges from

65 to 75 in the shade; at night it is often lower. Every European vegetable grows well

all the year round, and I must not omit to mention as a token of improvement, thata
negro apprentice near me has a fine crop of English peas in his ground, and he may con-
tinue to have them and potatoes and cabbage every day in the year if he chooses, besides
the common vegetables of the country, which are innumerable. Fruit is also very abundant,

oranges in myriads, dropping on the ground, and not even hogs to eat them.

As refers to the next crop, the coffee fields are not clean, nor can they be attended to

until after the crop is cured. The trees will require heavy pruning from the quantity they
have home. There is a good deal of young coffee however coming on, but I can give no idea
of what the next year’s crop will be until the blossoms come out. Every body is putting in
coffee, and a good many new settlements are forming chiefly by overseers purchasing land.

I shall conclude by repeating my assertion, that to the best of my judgment the present

system does work, and can be made to work while the special magistrates possess the ample

means they have of enforcing the law and keeping up a steady discipline ; but the appren-

tice requires to be made aware that a special magistrate’s duty is as much to enforce a due

share oflabour and exertion from him as to protect him against any aggression on the part

 

of his master. I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Arthur Welch, s. J.

Mv Lord, Friendship; St. Thomas in the East, 29 Dec. 1835.

I HAIVE the honour to inform your Lordship, in reply to a circular dated the 3d instant, that
my district is improving much; there is a better understanding between the master and

apprentice, the former is doing all he can to give the latter encouragement; punishments

have decreased not only in number but in severity ; the apprentices are generally behaving

well.
The crop is likely (from information obtained) to be a fair one, but the late rains have

in some degree injured the canes. The cane-pieces are not so clean as formerly, and the
pastures have suffered much.
The Christmas, I am happy to say, has passed off quietly, and the apprentices (with very

few exceptions) have returned as usual to their work.
I have ascertained that every attention is paid by the proprietor, 8L0. for instruction of the

ap rentice, but in some instances the children are not permitted by their parents to attend,

un ess the master will allow them to be instructed in his time. There is a public school

in Bath, and one erected by the Church Missionary Society upon Amity Hall estate,

capable of holding 300 children, instruction free of expense; but I am sorry to say only

130 are now attending,

 

I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marqois of Sligo. (signed) Geo. Willis, jun. s. J.

My Lord, Villa Ocho Rios, 31 Dec. i835.

IN pursuance of your Lordship’s commands, I have to report, that the negro population

in my district are increasing in their disposition to make themselves contented under the

apprenticeship system, and have evinced a more cheerful disposition to be industrious, their

behaviour orderly; of course there are some exceptions ; the planters admit that their people

are working much better this year.
On a few of the properties, where some of the apprentices have manifested a disposition

to do little work, and which has been the cause of complaints, the fault is to be ascribed

chiefly to the injudicious conduct or ignorance of the plantation constables, who neglect

to use properly the authority with which they are invested under the 39th section of the

Abolition Act, and which the Wording of their warrants points out to them; they are, hoW-

ever, imposing in their duty, from frequent admonition.
The neglect of their grounds in some instances on the properties they belong, is to be

imputed generally to the wives’ husbands, or those reputed to be s0, not being domiciled on

the same plantation.
There
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There are few instances where some of the proprietors or managers have shown something
like a vindictive disposition to their apprentices, but very many employers are indulgent to
their labourers, taking an interest and care even of the children who are no longer slaves to
them, and manifesting a laudable zeal to create a corresponding good feeling on the part of
their dependents, and which is appreciated by them.

Complaints on both sides have very considerably decreased since I assumed my duties up
to the present time.
The appearance and prospect of the ensuing crop on the different properties in my district

is very favourable, and good average return is anticipated.
The cultivation on most properties appears to me, taking into consideration the diminution

of time and labour, as compared with the old system, as favourably as can be expected; and
when it is considered also the period that has elapsed since the abolition of slavery, and the
impression formerly entertained by the slaves, that when freedom took place it would be un-
conditional, and without any probationary term.
The cane pieces, pimento walks and pen pastures are in a state of cleanliness. The Christ-

mas holydays have passed over in peace and quietness, and the apprentices on Monday last
resumed their labour with every appearance of willingness.
From all the inquiry I have made it does not appear that any measure has been adopted,

or indeed any proper proposition made, for the instruction of the negro, or any other popu-
lation, through the agency of the proprietors, attornies, missionaries or otherwise, by the
establishment of any schools for their education or religious improvement upon any of the
estates in my district.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. Waogflys, 3. J.
 

-—No. 190.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, 13th January 1836.
I HAVE the honour herewith to enclose you the valuation returns of the special

magistrates for the quarter ending the 21st December 1835. It is my opinion,
that a vast majority of the non-praedials will have purchased their apprenticeship
before the period of their service will have expired; this, however, is merely
an opinion founded on what I have heard and seen.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.
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ABSTRACT VALUATIONS of APPRENTICES in Jamaica, from 1 September to 31 December 1835.
 

  

    

N A ME NAME
of TOTAL Paid. Net of TOTAL Paid. Net

SPECIAL JUSTICE. "had“ Pa‘d‘ SPECIAL JUSTICE. "““ed' Pmd‘

Alley, W. H. - - - 2 2 - Hewitt, W. - - - 2 2 -
Cocking, R. . - - 3 3 — Lyon,E. B. - - - 17 12 5
Davies, Thomas - - - 29 15 14. Lambert, S. R. - - 4. 4. -
Daughtrey, John - - - 8 5 3 Daly, R. - - - - 2 2 —

Facey, [L B. - - - 2 1 1 Connor, N. A. - - . 5 5 ..
Finlayson. Walter - - - 13 9 4. Walsh, Henry - - - 8 6 2
Gurley, John - - - " 2 - 2 Reynolds, J. - - - 1 1 9 2
Hawkins, Charles - - 8 4. 4. Thompson, R. - - . 8 6 2
Harris, J. A. - - - 6 1 5 St. John, R. - - - 1 1 —
Hulme, J. R. - - - 4 3 1 Gillam, William - - 14. 3 11
Kent, H. - - - ~ 4 1 3 Hamilton, C. - - .. 1 _ 1
Langrishe, R. J. - - - 1 1 - Farrar, S. - - - 3 3 -
Lloyd, Samuel - - ~ 20 11 9 Laidlaw, H. - - - 9 3 6
Moresby, H. - - - 7 6 1 Odell, J. - - - - 3 3 —
Marlton, William - - - 13 6 7 Rawlinson, S. - - - 16 lo 6
Nolan, James - - - 4. 2 2 Pryce, S. - - - - 18 13 5
Oliver, Thomas M. - - 7 4. 3 Fyfe, A. G. - - - 4 2 2
Pennell, R. C. - - - 7 5 2 Baynes, E. D. - - - 3 2 1
Philp, E, D. - - - 8 6 2 Woolfrys, J. - - - 8 5 3
Thomas, J. R‘ - - - 6 4. 2 Sowley, W. H. - - - 4. - 4.
Baines. J. T. - - 1 1 — Bell, w. A. - - - 5 3 2
Dillon, T. A. - . . 1 1 -

Dawson, J. K. - . - 4. 2 2 TOTAL VALUED - - 316 193 123
Fishbourne, E. E. - - 10 6 4.
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RETURN of VALUATIONS made by Srncun MAGISTRATES from lst September to 31st December 1835,

 \

  

    

Name Name Estate P _ 1) Cl V .

f f or am . . I . If '

Special}?agistrate. Apprgntice. Master’s Name. as: ‘ ue Paid m not.

. £. a d.
. All 6 J h: - ' .

Alley, W. H. _ W. Rawlms - - 1;;v?” E531. ' _} Manchester Prmdlal - - 5o 13 4. Pand,

Richard Davy - ditto - - - - ditto - Non-pmdial . 51 13 4 Paid.

Carnaby, W. - - - - - No Valuation.

Bessy Davies - Bellfield Estate - St. James - Non-predial - 32 2 2} Paid.

Cocking,R. Joseph Willocks - Somerton - - - ditto - Predial - - 12 7 6 Paid,

John Nevin - - Castle Weemysse - - ditto - Non-predial - 29 15 102 Paid.

' Sarah Borthe - KembleJackson - Trelawney - ditto - - 25 .. .. Not paid.
Eliza Jackson - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - 1o .. _ Not paid.

Frances Forsyth - Lottery - - - ditto - ditto - - 10 _ _ med James
L Murray.

Charles Corke - Orange Valley - - ditto - Praadial - - 26 _ _. Pal; 2PM"

Ann Rickard - - ditto - - - ditto . ditto - - 22 .. _ dial). ry'
Catherine Dalby - George Hine - - ditto - ditto - - 32 -- — Not paid.

E tat f S h - - .
Mary Anderson - { sAnfiersoon ara-} - ditto - Non-praedlal - 29 _. .. Not pald.

Henry Munroe - George Monroe - - ditto - ditto - - 37 .. .. {Paige}???

Peter Jones - - Mrs. Doman' - - ditto - ditto - - 43 15 _ Not paiti. sq.

Samuel Atterbury - Hague - - ditto - Pradial - - 38 .. _ Nof: paid.

John Murray - Orange Valley . .. ditto - Non-praadial - 11 - - Pa]; gwles

George Dawkins -- - ditto o . - ditto - ditto - - 11 — — ditto. .

George Hanlon - - ditto - - - ditto - Pradial - - 35 .. _ ditto.

James Poor - - M. D. Carvallo - - ditto - Non-praedial - 36 .. - Not paid.
J. Sheppard - - Dry Valley - . - ditto - Pradial - - 35 .. .. Not paid.

. Ellena Gray - - Sarah Milboume - - ditto - Non-praedial - 25 — — Not paid.
Dawes, Thomas , P 'd Ch 1

Mary Roseanse - Orange Valley - - ditto - ditto - - 12 — — 8‘IE Fr}? es

. . . P d J
John Reed - - Dronully - - - dxtto - ditto - - 36 - - { 31cc?es

John Prickard - Orange Valley - - ditto - Praedial - - 80 - — Pall? (13.2?“

Sarah —— - - Catherine Scott - - ditto - ditto - - 27 _ .. No; paid.

Frances Summers - Roslin Castle .. - ditto . Non-przedial - 25 .. _ Pafilfitvard

Diana Teniscie - Ann Stewart - - ditto - ditto - - 23 - - Palstiefigfi.

VVilIiam Monroe - George Monroe - - ditto - ditto ‘ ‘ 3o - — ipallge‘lllgrhzq.

Mary Williams - Carrick Foyle - - ditto - Praedial - - 4o .. _ Not paid.

Jane Campbell - Andrew Wills - - ditto - Non-praadial - 27 _ .. Not paid.

Jane Russell - Ann Russell - - - ditto - ditto - - 27 _ — Not paid.

Mary Steel - - Mary Campbell - - ditto - ditto - - 27 _. .— No? pai_d.h.

Elizabeth White - Sophia Barker - - ditto - ditto - - 27 - — 'Paigrslgtla

Mary A. Ferguson- Grleen Park - - - ditto - Praedial - - 28 — — Paguzghm

Francis Wallis . MESSTmesmnd} St. Elizabeth ditto - -
MISS Dickenson - _ Paid

Evelina Wallis - . ditto - - . ditto . ditto - - 1° " ‘ '
Clemente. VVaIlis - - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - _

Daughtrey, J. Eliza Colquhoun - Miss Mack — - - ditto - ditto .~ - 26 - - Not paja-

Eliza Lawson - Mary Salmon - - ditto - Non-praadl - 28 — — Not palfi-
Mary Richards - - ditto . - - ditto . ditto - - 28 .. _ No} Pwd-
Sarah Cunningham Glenburnie - - - ditto - ditto . - 34. 5 — Pagd.

R. Farquharson - Pepper - - - ditto - ditto - - 60 — — Pagd.

F c R B - Sally Matthis - Mears - - - Clarendon - Predial - - 56 - — Paid. .

a ey, ‘ ' { Jane Durrant - Leicesterfield - - ditto - ditto - - 56 . ' — Not paid-

’ Catherine Parr - W1eg1)01;:;’ _M°“:} St. James . Non-prwdial - 36 18 6 Not Paid.

Richard Samuels - Cinnamon Hill - - ditto Pradial - - 80 —- — NO.t Paid‘

Ann Wilson - - Guildsbre - - - ditto - Non-przdial - 15 2 3 Pagd.

Sarah Bowen - Refreat - - . ditto - ditto - - 24. 7 10 Paxd.

Finlayson, W. Ann Dawes - - Mifoffizg’ -Mon: - ditto - ditto - - 29 lo — Not Paid'

‘ Jane Maclar- - Mr. B’Iaclar - - - ditto - ditto - - 35 15 - NO} Paid'

Marian Grant - Miss Williams - - ditto - Praedial - - 38 - - Pa1d.

fiexander Birch - - ditto - - - ditto - Non-pradial - 15 17 10 Paid.

. 1 - . . .
123‘? J_C° e_} Tryall - - - - duto - ditto - . 23 9 5 Paid-      
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Name Name Estate

of of . or Parish. Class. Value. If paid or not.
Special Magistrate. - Apprentice. Master’s Name.

£. 3. d.
Sabina Nelson - Miss Findlater - St. James . Non-pmdial - 34- 18 4. Paid.

Finlayson, W. Susan Allen ~ - Spring - ~ - - ditto . ditto - - 9 - - Paid.
4011“." . Eliza Lawson - Miss Lawson - - ditto - ditto - '. 30 16 4. Paid.

Bessy Walker - Retreat - - - ditto - Predial - - 8 1 10 Paid.

1 John _ Sarah Thomas - Seven Plantations - Clarendon - Non-pmdial - 5 — - Not paid.
Gur ey, Antony Power - New Ground - - ditto - ditto - - 8 — - Not paid.

f William Campbell - Stewart Castle - Trelawney - Praedial - - 15 16 8 Not paid.
David Archer . Colchis - - - ditto - ditto - - 83 3 3 Not paid
Robert Cleark - Georgie - - - ditto - ditto - - 38 — — Paid.

H wkins C _ J Lewis Grant- - - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - 65 - - Paid.
‘ a ’ ' John E. Cleark - Retirement - - . ditto - ditto . . 77 15 7 Not paid.

John Grant - - Georgie - - - ditto - ditto - - 99 11 2 Paid.
Francis Lawson - Stutfield - - - ditto - ditto - - 18 3 4. Paid. _

s Nicholas Underhill Friendship - - - ditto - ditto - - 38 10 10 Not pan}.

Charles Graham . Sulloch - - Stag}??? Pradial . . 12s 17 9; Not paid.
John Burton - Bybrook - - - ditto - ditto - - 62 4. 5; Not paid.

Hm. J. A, .4 Jane Thomas - - ditto - - . ditto - ditto - - 62 4 5; N0‘ Paid-
‘. Jane Elliott - - Mount Idalia - St. John - Non-praadi - 44. 8 103 Not paid.

Elizabeth Kelly - Treadways — - St. Thomas ditto - - 43 8 10f£PaiKL
William Edwards - William Ross - - ditto - Pradial - - 61 13 4 Not paid.

Joan Clarke - - Fat Hog Quarter - Hanover - Non-praadjal - 23 16 8 Paid.
Hul J R I Mary Dufl'us- - Round Hill - - . ditto . ditto - . 25 _ - Paid. .

me, ' ' '1 Christiana Watson - Haughtorn Court - . ditto . Pradial - . 49 _ — Not paid.
W. Hutchinson - - Flint River - . ditto . Non-praedial - 27 - — Paid.

Jones, Watkins - - - No valuations. ‘

Kelly,DanielW. - . - No valuations.

Welch,Arthur- - - - No valuations.

E ° F f St. . ' . .James Roden - ?gigd’sarnio _} St.Dav1d’s- {MS?2?DIC: pm: 57 3 4. Paxd.

Sarah Richards - - ditto - - . ditto . Prmdial - . 49 4, 6 Paid.
Kent,H.- - Mr. William Dun-l

' J06 149556 ' ' $13 0f GreenJ Port Royal- Non-praedial - 51 11 - Not paid“.
. ey ' ' .

Mary Palmer - Flamstead - - . ditto - Predial - - 56 — - Not paid.

LangriShe. R. J. Jessy Williams - St. Jago estate - Clarendon . ditto - - 38 13 4. Paid

John Smith (boy) - Hope - — - St. Andrew’s Non-pradial - 12 — - Paéd.‘
Bess Anderson - Maverley - - - ditto - ditto - ' 17 - " Pa‘d' ,
Joseph Tum (boy) - William Ashbum - . ditto - ditto . - ’- 3o - — Not paid.

Thomas Good - Waterhouse - ' - ditto - Mizgfigxtizgari} 134- - " N“ paid.
Charles Morgan - Mr. Moses - - . ditto - Mason ditto -‘ 125 - — NOt. paid. .
Adam Morgan - ditto - - - ditto - Praedial - - 4.7 - - Believes pali-
G';§fi,};‘f°k°f (very: John Thompson - . ditto - Non-praedial - 13 — .. Paid.

Fm;§::g°°k°_t(verz - ditto - - . ditto - ditto - - 27 - - Paid-
Lloyd, Samuel Rachel Barnett - Mai-y T.Shaw - - ditto - Pradial - - 57 - - N0} paid

Mary Golden - John Gordon - . ditto - ditto - ~ 21 6 8 Pagd.
Thomas Newlands- George Newlands . ditto . Mason (old) - 3o — - Pald. _
Sarah Burnell - Molynes - - . ditto - Non-praedial - 36 — — No} paid.
Sally Brown- - John Gordon - - ditto - Przedial - - 47 - - Pjud- .
Eleana Hemming - - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - 47 - - 1W" paxd.
M. Brown ; - Robert O’Hum - - ditto - Non-praedial - 3o - — Raid. .
Jane Brown - . - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - 30 - - 1‘0} P31“.
C. W. Godson - W. B. Lawrence - Portland - ditto - - 25 - - Pagd.
RobertRowland - Charlotte Bailey - St.Andrew’s Predial - - 58 - _ P‘ald. . _
Charles Clibbison - Henry Lowndes - - ditto . Coffee smith . 114. — .. hot pagd.

\ Isaac Miller - - - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - 84. — — Not pmd.

St. 50h", Lieut. - - - No valuations.

166. (continuet)
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RETURN of Valuations of Apprenticeslfip—continued.

Name Name Estate P . h Cl

f f or ans . ass. v 1 _ .

Special glagistrate. Apprgmice. Master‘s Name. ‘ ue prald or m- t

. .- £. 3. d.

r John Taylor - - Taylor’s Caymanas St. Qathenne Predlal, hd-driv. 120 .. - Paid.
George Guest - Twickenham Park - - dgtto - Non-praedial - 5o — — Paid.
Henry Guest - - ditto - - - dgtto - ditto - - 3o - _ Paid.

M b H P. Lovett - - William Gordon - - dgtto - ditto - - 16 — _ Paid.

ores 3" ‘ ' Eliz. Booryman - - ditto - - - dltto - ditto - - 19 _ .. Paid.

Ann Richards - W. P. French - Clarendon - ditto - - 4.0 _ - Not paid.

. . P 'd
. William Harrison - Miss Scott - - St. Catherine ditto butcher 4.5 ._ _ J'Inaslpezgfllb’

I B
’ Mary Frances - Albion - - St. Mary’s - Praedial, attached 22 11 3 kfim}.

William Wilson - Cromwell - - - dgtto - ditto - - 49 18 11 Paid.

Alexander Hamilton Stonyfield - - - d1tto - Predial, unattaclrl 4.5 - .. Not paid.

Henrietta Stevenson Frontier - - - dl_tt0 - ditto - ~ 4.5 _ _ Paid.

Elizabeth Williams - ditto - - - dgtto - Non-pmdia] - 33 _ .. Not paid.

. John Green - - - ditto - - - dgtto - Predial,»attached 28 10 — Paid.

Marlton, Wm. C. Cruickshank - Ballard’s Valley - - d1tto - Non-praedial - 4.2 - 8 Paid.
Richard Green - Whitehall - - - d{tt0 - Predial,attacbed 65 6 8 Paid.
Adeline Thompson Trinity - - - dgttp — Non-praadial - 32 — — Paid.
Julian Jenkins - Bishop Mount - - dgtto - Praadial, unattach‘I 48 18 — Not paid.
Henrietta Gordon - - ditto - - - dftf/O - ditto - - 18 6 8 Not paid.
Cecilia Vidal - - ditto - - - - dgtto - ditto - - 18 6 8 Not paid.

~ James Sharp - Bellfield - . - ditto - Praedial, attached 76 7 9 Not paid.

_ John R. Parker - Basiletto - - V6133 - - Non-pmdial - 4.6 13 4. Not paid.
Nolan,James- Henrietta Banks - Morelands - — - dltto - ditto - - 24. 17 9 Paid.

David Saunders - Hanberry Pen - Clargndon - Praedial - - 80 — .- Not Paid-
Juliana Black - Coat’s Pen - - - ditto - Non-prazdial - 20 13 4. Paid,

’ Susanna Box - Shrewsbury Estate Westmorland Non-praadial - 25 6 8 $31913]:

Elizabeth Rotten - Mount Edgecumbe - ditto ' - ditto - - 32 — — ditto. ’ q.
1' Dennis Pennock - - ditto - . - dgtto - Praedial - - 5o — — ditto.

0 war, T‘ M' '- Robert Davies - Mr. C. J. Graham . - d1tto - ditto - - 5o — .. Not paid.

' Charles Beckford - Miss M. A. Forbes ' d1tto - ditto - - 45 - - Not paid.
Philip Dehany . Dr. Gilpin - . . - ditto - ditto - - 60 — — Not paid.

. _ . - , d'tto _ - . _ _ Paid Mr.
Tames Dehany Mr G. Cunmngham l ditto 30 6 8 Cunningham.

Rosetta Ellis - Swanswick - . Trelawny - Predial - - 39 - - Paid.
Eliz. Thompsons - Stonehenge - - d1tto - Non-prmdial - 21 18 — Paid.
Marg. Atkinson - Hyde - - -. d1tto - ditto - - 26 13 4. Paid.

penneu, R, c.) John Gibson . - ditto - . dgtto - Pradial - - 31 2 '3 Not paid.
- Mary Wyatt - Jack’s Lodge - d1tto - ditto - - 37 6 8 Paid.

C. Weir - - Sir S. Clarke - d1tt0 ' Non-praedial - 22 9 - Paid.
Richard Bullock - - ditto - . ditto - ditto - - 22 9 - Not paid.

' Margaret VVoolcock Content - 9 Wegtmorland Non-praadial - 19 11 2 Paid.
Mary Fisher - - King’s Alley - d1tto - Pradial - - 3o — .. Paid.
Janet Drysdale - Mount Eagle - d1tto - Non—prazdial - 28 8 4. Paid.

Philp, C.D. - James Heron - Hope Pen - - dftto - ditto - - 26 — — Not paid.
John Moore - - Spring Garden - dftto - Predial - - 85 11 2 Paid.
Ann Dawn - - Petersfield - - d1tto - Non-praedial - 26 13 4 Paid.

Elizabeth Curtis - Masemare - - dgtto - ditto - - 2o 13 4. Paid.

_ Ann Guthrie - Morelahd - . ditto - ditto - - 25 16 8 Not paid.

Ramsay,\Vm. - - - No valuations. ‘

’ Margaret Ferrera - Esher Estate - St. Mary - Non-prwdial - 34. 1o - Paid.
Ellen Batty - - Nonsuch - - ditto - ditto - - 32 2 2% Paid.

Th J R Eleanor Graham - Cromwell - - ditto - ditto - female 32 2 22- Not paid.

nmas, ' ° Margery Archer - Aleppo Estate - ditto - Praadial - - 51 11 1; Paid.
Eleanor Gordon - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 51 11 15 Paid. .

Jane Bennett - Harmony Hall Estate ' ditto - Non-pmdial - 4.6 5 6% Not paid.

Bain‘es, T. J. - Rossewell Barrett - Lotosa ‘ ' intrihoExgis} I’llwii‘aial c.00per:‘| 83 5 - Paid.

Dillon, T. A. - Joseph Alexander - Alexandria - - St. Ann’s - Praedial - - 55 - — Paid.

Dunne, Patrick - - - No valuations.

Elizabeth Panton - Elm Wood Estate isnt'flihoEtgs?} Praedial - - 32 6 8 Not paid.

Dawson, J. K. Rebekah Henry ~ Tho. Panton Steed ditto - Nou-praedial - 16 1o _ Paid. .
Thomas Blakely - Spring Valley Estate ditto - Praedial - - 95 — — Not paid-

Neupulle Fisher - Williamsfield - ditto - ditto - - 4.8 17 10 Paid.

Emery, Robert - - - No valuations.

Elliott, Captain - - - ‘\”o valuations.     
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Name Name Estate
of of . or Parish. Class. Value. If paid or not.

1 Special Magistrate. Apprentice. Master's Name.

£. 3. (1.
Sarah M‘Kay - Hart Hill - - St. George - Non-praedial - 34 10 — Paid.
Murai Hart - - Orange Valley - ditto - ditto - - 23 — _ Paid.
Sally Robinson - Windsor Castle -' ditto - ditto - - 12 _ — Paid.
Amelia Burroughs - James Watson - ditto - Praedial - - 4.1 8 1 Paid.

Hshbwmev Cecilia Jenkins - Kildare . . ditto . Non~praedial - 25 13 4 Not paid.
E' E' Eleanor Martin - Nancy Hamilton - ditto - ditto - - 38 —. _. Not paid.

Henry Burgess - Gray’s Inn - - ditto - Predial - - 124. 8 1 Paid.
Cecilia Wallace - Dr. Robertson - ditto - Non—predia] - 29 6 8 Paid.
Mary Mason - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - lo -— — Not paid.
Eliza Smith - - Fat George Pen - ditto - Predial - - 45 16 8 Not paid.

Higgins, G,O. - - - No valuations. -

, W Sarah Guscott - Spring Garden Estate ditto - Non-praedial - 47 12 1 1 Paid.
Hemtt, m. { Amelia Thompson - Lenox Estate - ditto - Pradial - - 46 13 4. Paid.

’ Rebecca M‘Lean - Garby and Hall - $11,112]$22] ditto - - 39 6 8 Paul.

Julian Hunter - Mount Vernon - ditto - ditto - - 32 13 4 Paid.
William Hill - Middleton - - ditto - ditto - - 39 - — Paid.
Margaret Rowley - Nut’s River - - ditto - Non-praadial - 26 13 4, Not paid.
George Monroe - Dun River - - ditto - ditto - - 29 6 8 Paéd.
Janet. Darby - Dun Robin - - ditto - ditto - - 29 6 8 Pagd.
Robert Graham - Island Head - - ditto - Praedial - - 25 6 8 ‘Pald.

Lyon Edm. B. George M‘Kenzie - Palmetto River - ditto - Non-przedial - 30 — — NO]: paid.
’ Julian Robertson - Prospect Pen - ditto - ditto - - 31 13 4. Pay].

Justina Mouett - Belvidere - - ditto - Praedial - . 18 .. _ Paxd.
Catherine Willis - Prospect Pen - St. David - ditto - . 28 _ ._ Not paid.

Mary Williams - Petersfield - - {it'tfifii} Non-praedial - 3o — .. Paid.

Jane Burrow - - ditto - - ditto - Praedial - - 37 6 8 Paid.
Charles Hill' - Middleton - - ditto - ditto - - 46 13 4. Not paid.
Abraham Johnson - ditto - - ditto . ditto - - 46 13 4. Not paid.

L Joseph Williams - - ditto - . ditto - ditto - - 46 13 4 Pagd.
Margaret Ross - Ben Lomond - ditto - ditto - - 4o — — Pald.

M Paterson - Rose Hill Plantation St. M ’s - Non-praedial - 34- - - Paid.
Lambert Syd- J Jams Cockburn - New Ramble - dittgry - Pradial - - 35 8 11 Paid.
hey R- l Lizzy Burke . - Lewisberg Estate - ditto . ditto - - 53 10 _ Pa1_d.

Anne Jackson - Orange River Estate ditto - Non-praadial - 25 - — Pald. .

M‘Leod,A.N.- - - - No valuations.

Dal R Cornelia Brown - Peter’s Ville - - Westmorland 1st .Predial - 37 10 - Pai_d.
y’ ' ' Ellen Stevenson ~ Houghton Grove - St. James - ditto - - 45 16 8 Paid-

Eliza Thomas - A. Nimes - ,- Kingston - Non-pradial - 14 11 1 Paid.
Ann Emanuel - A. Abrahams - ditto - ditto - - 66 — -— Pa{d.

Connor, N. A.‘ Jane Sinclair - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 20 15 10 Pald.
Margaret Dias - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 15 13 4. Pagd.

. Helen Phillips - F. Mayne - - ditto - dmo - - 3o 2 8 Pald.

r Laticia Syms - P. S. Lynch - ~ St. Mary’s - Pradial (sickly) - 33 6 8 Paid.
William Syms - Derry Estate - ditto - 3d class przpdlal - 20 - - Pa}d.
Kitty Abraham - Dorfington Castle- ditto - 2d - dgtto - 33 6 8 Pald. .
Lavinia Fitzmaurice Industry Estate - ditto - — lst - dgtto - 69 4. 3 Not pafd.

Walsh, Henry Frances Cox - Tweedside - - ditto - lst - dltto - 69 4. 3 Not paxd.

Penelope Pinnock Tower Hill - . ditto - 3351115155 110:1 prac- 19 5 - Pald.

Thomas Richards - Miss Ann Gartway ditto - 1st class pgaedia] 56 - - Paid.
\ George Ellis - Henry Rigg - ditto - 3d - dltto - 18 13 4 Pald.

' Henry Foster - Hounslow Pen - St. Elizabet Non-Prmdial - 67 - - Pald- .
Richard Thoms - Malvem Well‘Pen . ditto - Praedxal - - 45 16 8 Not pagd.
Eliza Morgan - Doncaster - - ditto - ditto f - l9 " " NO} Pfild-
Maria Earl - - Pepper Pen - - ditto - Non-Praedlal - 30 — — Pagd.

Reynolds J _ Mary Anne Stater Potsdam - - ditto - Pragdxal - - 29 " — l’axd.
’ ' Eliza James - - Williamfield Pen - ditto - ditto : -} 37 __ _ Paid.

Elizabeth James - - ditto - - ditto - Non-praadlal - .
Harriett Montague Chelsea - - ditto - ditto - - 25 - - P31d-
M. Ban an and her] - ' . - _ _. ' x.2 femzle children] Potsdam - - ditto - Pradlals 60 Paid

Th ' Bill Flemin - Wild's Estate - Trelawne - Non-praedial - 24. 13 4. Not paid.

ompson, R'{ John Stewaft - ditto - - ditto y - ditto - - 6 - - NOt Pald-      l 66. (continucdi)
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Name Name Estate
of of or Pzrish. Class. Value. If paid or not.

special Magistrate. Apprentice, Master‘s Name.

£. 8. d.

Elizabeth M‘Intosh Floyd's Lodge - Westmorland Praedial - - 32 — - Paid.
Amelia M‘Intosh - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 38 - - Paid.

Thompson, R. Charles Small - Mount Vernon - St. James - Non-praadial - 54. - - Paid.
—-continued. Eliza E. Jarmane - Robert Dewar - ditto - ditto . - 24. - - Paid.

Wm. A. Atkinson ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 9 4. 11 Paid.
Mary Ann Watt - Greenwich - - Hanover - Praedia] - - 43 18 10 Paid.

St.John,Richard Francis Sterling - Orange Vale - St. George ditto - - 30 — ~ Paid.

’ Edward Barnes - Patey, Sewell & Co. Kingston - Mariner - - 49 10 -. Unpaid.
Richard Barnes - ditto - - ditto - Non-pmdial - 4o - — Unpaid.
James Bugle - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 45 — .. Unpaid.
Lewis Hester - C. M‘Glashan . ditto - ditto - - 4.0 — - Unpaid.
William Forbes - C. J. Maddox - ditto - ditto - - 60 — — Unpaid.
Louisa Angel & - Allen Laripp - ditto - ditto - - 31 15 7 Unpaid.

_ Molly Nicholson - Thomas Morris . ditto - ditto - - 22 — .. Unpaid.

Gillan!» Wm. Chloe Williams . L. Campbell - ditto - ditto - . 11 - _ Paid.
John Bean - - Ann Lundy ‘- ditto - ditto - - 46 - - Unpaid.
Eliza Shaw - - M. P. Da Costa - ditto -‘ ditto - . 25 _ .. Paid.
John Osborn - W. H. Harrison - ditto - ditto - - 38 10 3 Unpaid.
Jane Yates and
Eliza Bartlett, R. B. Parry - St. David’s Predials - - 54. — - Unpaid.

L daughterofJXatesI . "
Mary Ann Thomas Susannah Oakley Kingston - Non-pmdial - 25 — - Paid.

Hamilton, C. - Su'bina Lake - Pen Hill Plantation Port Royal Non-pmdial - 31 - - Unpaid.

_ Annie Miller - Montpelier - - St. James - Praedial - - 61 4. — Paid.
Farrar, Snneon Catherine Price - ditto - - ditto - Non-pmdial - 26 — - Paid.

Rebecca Taylor - Houghton GrovePe Hanover - Predial - - 4.7 1 8 Paid.

{ Eleanor Sterling -. Mrs. Ferguson - St. Ann - Predial - . 4.2 5 — Paid.
Fanny Dighton - Faith Pen - - ditto - Non-pmdial - 25 — - Paid.
James Wilson - Phanix Park - ditto - Praedial - - 106 — - Not paid.

Susanna Jackson - ditto ~ - ditto - ditto - - 4. 15 7 Not paid.
Laidlaw, Henry Nanny Brown - Lavinia Hutchinso ditto - Non-Praedial - 2 8 9 Not paid.

Susan Mayhew - Faith Pen - - ditto - Pmdml - . 52 17 10 Not paid.
Nelly Murris - Unity Valley - ditto - Non-predial. - 29 18 1 1 Paid.

' Lavinia Howard - ditto - - ditto - Predial - - 4.7 7 3 Not paid.
l William Minot . Concord . . ditto - ditto . 55 _ - Not paid.

Eliza Patterson - Salt Spring - - Hanover - Non-pmdial . 15 6 8 Paid.
Odell, J. -- Alick Afliick — ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 12 - .. Paid.

Dougald Campbell 'ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 18 - - Paid.

Euphemia Simes - Sarah Not: - - St. Ann - Non.pmdial . 32 — - Paid.

Geo. S. Menell - Dunbarwn - - ditto - Praedial - . 110 16 8 Paid.

Susan Lynch - ditto - - ditto - ditto . . 4.7 10 _ Paid.

Susan Hawthorn - Miss Elliscoe - ditto - ditto - - 23 6 8 Paid. .

Frances Reynolds Bell Air - - ditto - ditto - - 19 — — Not pald.
Bessy - . Elizabeth Fraser - ditto - Non-pnedial - 55 — - Paid.
Eliza Reid - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 34. x3 4. Paid.

,1. Jannett Gordon - Home Castle - ditto - Pradial - . ‘ 38 - - Paid. .
R“ “'50”, 8' Mary M‘Intire - Donnoch - - ditto — ditto - - 28 10 - N01: pmd.

Ann Howard - 'I‘obolske - - ditto - ditto - . 41 — .. Paid. _

Amelia - - Sarah Nott - - ditto - Non-predial . 53 10 — Not pafd-
Sarah James - Valley Muroe - ditto - Praedial - - 46 13 4 Not paid.
Phoebe Palmer . Muirhouse - . ditto - ditto - - 46 13 4. Paid- .
Ann James . - Bell Air . - ditto . ditto - . 44 — — Not pani-
James M‘Cook - Kapdale - . ditto - ditto - - 5 — - Paid- .
Mary Fellermn - Orange Valley - ditto - ditto - - 36 — — Nat paid-

Maria Somerville - York - - - Trelawny - Non-praedial - 25 — - No} paid-

Anne Williams - Covery - - ditto - Predial - - 35 — — Pal.“-
Elizabeth Houston Golden Grove - ditw - Non-predial . 23 .. .. Paul. .

Henrietta Campbell Chester - - ditto - ditto . - 28 15 — N0} Pa‘d'
Pryce, S, - Donald M‘Donald Fontabelle - - ditto - ditto . - 26 13 4 Fund. _

Thomas Dixon . Windroo . . ditto - Pmdial - . 7o — - Not paid.
John Gallemore - Belmont - - ditto - ditto - - 7o - - N“ Pafd'
Frances Innes - Pembroke - - ditto - ditto - - 35 — — NO} Pa'd'
Eleanor Bucke - Phamix - - ditto - Non-przedial . 19 .. - Pald.       
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island, that nothing has happened since my last Despatch on the same subject, to
alter the opinion I then entertained of its condition.

I have the honour to enclose you herewith several papers which may inter'est
your Lordship, in the general special reports of the 1st January, which had not
arrived in time for the last packet, ofJ. M. Ramsay, theInspector-General ofPolice,
of Messrs. Philp, Fyfe, Bourne, C. Hamilton, Lyon, Greg and Ewart. These
complete those which were missing, excepting from those persons who are too
ill to make them, and from Captain Gillam, who has detained his for some pur-
pose of information; I dare say, however, that it Will arrive before the packet
sails. Your Lordship will notice, that in all these reports the withdrawal of the
Christmas allowances is mentioned'as having taken place only in a very few in-
stances,——by Mr. Bourne at Prospect Hill, belonging to an old lady, under the
management of a Mr. Chavannes ; at Middleton and Hope, the properties of the
Duke of Buckingham, and under the management of Mr. Richard Barrett ; in
one instance, not named, in Mr. Hamilton’s district of Port Royal ; and in the
properties under Mr. Richard Barrett, in Trelawny, and Mr. John Salmon, in
St.Elizabeth. As far as I remember of those letters sent home by the last packet,
of which I have kept no copies, there was no other instance mentioned of the
same injudicious conduct. I have the honour also to send to your Lordship a
1etter60f Mr. Daughtrey’s, which very much agrees With those I have written to

1 6 . your

Name :i Name Estate
of I of _ or Parish. Class. Value. If paid or not.Special Magistrate. i Apprentice. Master's Name.

I
.6. s. d.(' Isaac Nowland - Reserve - - Trelawny - Non-pradial - 16 -— - Paid.. John Dexter - Bounty Hall - ditto - ditto - - 28 _ — - Paid.l Charles Downmaid Good Hope - - ditto - ditto '- - 18 — — Paid.( Charles Moore - Retreat - - ditto - Praedial - - 21 - — Paid.Pryce, S.—cont" Mary Henderson - Reserve - - ditto - Non-praedial - 26 13 4. Paid.Catherine Jamieson Pembroke - - ditto - ditto - - 28 10 - Paid.Rebecca Moncriefi‘ ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 13 15 - Paid.James Gudwood - Good Hope - ditto - ditto - ~ 15 - - Paid.L Jane Fraser - - Pembroke - - ditto - Praedial - ~ 30 - - Paid.

William Bryan - J. Purden - - Portland - Non-praedial - 28 10 - Unpaid.A G I Mary Main - - Cold Harbour - ditto - ditto - - 28 — - Unpaid.Fyfe, ‘ ' ' ' l Mana Crogman - Papley Garden - ditto - ditto - - 36 2 3 Paid.Peter Murray - R. Sherwood - ditto - ditto, a mason 54. 3 4. Paid.

Julian Fuller - William Coleman - St. John's Praedial attached 56 - - Paid.Bayneg, E, D, Henry Wilson - ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 51 6 8 Paid.Thomas Richards ditto — - ditto . ditto - - 35 - — Unpaid.
Mary Ann Walker Shaw Park - - St. Ann’s - Non-praedial - 32 5 2 Paid.Sally H. Wilson - Mount Plenty - ditto - Praedial . - 47 10 - Paid.Phillis Golding - Twickenham Park ditto - ditto - - 31 13 4 Paid.W 1f J MaryA.Whitehorne Thickets - - ditto - Non-pmdial - 58 3 4 Paid.°° rys, ‘ ' Thomas Kell - Castle Daly - ditto - Praedial - - '155 11 2 Paid.Elizabeth Al en - Shaw Park - - ditto - Non-pmdial - 53 6 8 Net paid.John Joseph - Shaw Park - - ditto - Pradial - - 46 13 4, Not paid.Catherine Dewerxen Breadnut Hill - - ditto - ditto - - i 48 18 4 Part paid.

John Palmer - Mr. Higginbottom St. Ann’s - l’mdia} - - I 74. 1o 9 Not paid.So 1 W H Ann Rufi‘y - - Miss Clark - - ditto - Non-praadial 36 13 4. Not paid.W 93” - ° William Walker - Windsor Estate . ditto - Predial . . 62 4 6 Not paid.A. D. M‘Cook - W. L. M‘Cook - ditto - Non—praedial - 22 17 11 Not paid.
Ann Monteath - Mexico Estate - St. Elizabet 1st Prasdial - 83 6 8 Not paid.Jane Salmon - Tyre - - - ditto - ditto - - 73 I5 — Paid.Bell, W.A - David Anderson - ; Bagdale - - ditto - Tradesman predia] 110 16 8 Paid.James Anderson - : ditto - - ditto - ditto - - 110 16 8 Paid.C.W. Dickeman - Island Estate - ditto - Non-praedial - 18 6 8 Not paid.

—No. 191.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 14th January 1836.

I AM happy to have it in my power to inform you, as to the general state of the No. 191-
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your Lordship on the state of this colony. Enclosed herewith also goes a de.

tailed account of the money paid by Mr. Macnell, of Westmorland, an eXCellent

and extensive attorney, last year, for labour actually pevformed by the negroes, by

which you will see that on the twelve estates therein specified, the apprentices

have made equal to 524 hogsheads of sugar in their own time, and received the

sum of 665l. 98. 2 d. In so doing, several invidious remarks having been made

here, as to Mr. Macnell having made to me unfounded reports of the industry of
the negroes, I send this document, as a proof that he has been justified in his

opinions by facts.
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 191.

ACCOUNT of the Total PRODUCE made on Twelve SUGAR ESTATES; the Quantity of' Produce

made by the Apprentices in their own time, and Amount paid for the same; also, an Account

of the Labour performed by the Apprentices during the progress of Crop 1835.

 

 

 

  

QUANTITY '8 gé- g 2.5 g3 ,9 ga
Made by Aprentioes, a 5 ' ‘g E,” '5 *“ "‘

TOTAL OF CROP MADE 1.. their 51m time, 550% sfg’ a 59.3 3°

1835. of Crop 1835, and a “E a ct: E‘s cg 5-1.?
Amountpaid. gic 5.5%.: ,5 35‘s 1%

—- 21 1g 2.3 1: ..
r“ O}. 8 < a a‘- fig3 H a2 =-9-25; 0-35 0-50 gang

9.

Sugar. Rum. Sugar. Amount E {E Efig " -5 gig ”g < §§
paid. fining g 3'5 gB'E'§ 33%

O

«4 - <1 <1 5-:

07. PthJ. Pethd.

H. T. B. P. H. 01:. H. P. f. s a. f. s. d. a. d. n. d. 2‘. 1. d.
PetetsfieldEstate 133 77 39 98 12 4 64 27 75 a 4 4416 8 18 4 12 7} 120 _ -
Shmwsbury ,, 223 43 - 113 — — 72 - 72 1 9 441010 20 — 9 3; 11612 7
Lincoln ,, 55221283-9—91865—--- 47 1568
Masemure ,, 11241158 1 - 6 - 35—16192 126 211 2042
Friendship&

Greenwich” 87 54 1 4o 1 — 375 — 34391421 1711 711 48510
Medghnm” 874—28--7-617l---197 16i- 6171
SpringGar-

den -,, 19115 —85 — — 47 ~467—8110— 198% 79 7717-
Retreat ,, 200 21 -94 lo - 39 4402635118 196 71 75142

Moreland ,, 82 27 — 25 — - 335 4 35 a 4 2216 8 19 8 11 7g 58 5 ..
Mint ,, 159 20 — 66 — — 97 — 4912 6 17 5 — 10 25 7 94 6617 6
Prospect: ,, 157 10 — 59 — — 24} - 1819 2 26 - — 15 5} 5 6} 4419 2
BlueCutle” 78}10 —33 - - 4 — 4——1010— 20- 35 1410—

1,564} 34442 727 27 4 440; 35 395 2 1 270 7 1 - - - - - - 665 9 2         
 

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 191.

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 30 December 1835.

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Excellency’s circular of the 3d
instant, I have used the utmost diligence to become acquainted with the several subjects

proposed for investigation by your Lordship, and it afi'ords me pleasure to state, that on

almost all the properties I have visited, the people are cheerful, well-disposed and indus-

trious; as far as I can learn, too, from the strictest inquiry, they are well treated. It is to

be regretted, however, that there is one solitary instance in my district of the attorney

intendin to withhold the allowance of salt provisions, which have been hitherto supplied

to the laiourers at Christmas, on the specious plea of a falling OR of the quantum of labour

usually performed by the apprentices. I have the happiness to add, for your Excellency’s

information, that complaints either by or against the apprentices are exceedingly rare, and

when they do occur, they are generally of a trivial or inconsiderable nature.

The cultivation on the different properties appears to be as well conducted as formerly ;
nay, I can with perfect safety add, that some of the plantations are far better conducted than

when the labourers were actually in a state of slavery. The coffee plantations which I

have been enabled to go through and inspect are clean and healthy; on some of these

properties the crop will be equal to that of last year; on others there will be a decrease of

about one quarter, or a third of the quantity. It is the opinion of experienced planters that

the falling ofl“ of the crop is owing chiefly to the heavy bearing of last year, and in each

alternate year they invariably calculate on a diminution. I am, hoWever, of opinion, under

all circumstances, that a fair average return is expected; nay, on one or two properties

their return will be greater than the past ear.
I have made every inquiry respecting the measures taken for the instruction of the negro

and other p0 ulation through the agency of the proprietors, attornies, missionaries an

clergy, and I ave the gratification to inform your Excellency that many apprentices attend

the church and chapel at Kingston,whilst others are regular attendants at St. Michael’s chapel,

near Green Valley Coffee Plantation, at which the Rev. Mr. Fyfe is the officiating clergy-

man; that gentleman has been, from the information and my knowledge of him, exceedingly
indefatigable
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indefatigable in his exertions for the spiritual and religious instruction of the negro and
other population. In the lower part of my district the apprentices have not the advantage as
the upper, the distance from the parish chapel being greater than to .ngston, they gene-
rally resort to Kingston to attend service. A Sunday school IS established at St. Michael s
chapel under the immediate superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Fyfe (assrsted by two appren-
tices) for the instruction of apprentices in reading. Mr. Fyfe reports favourably of the
progress made by many of them who attend the school. . .
A catechist also attends on a few properties in the upper part of my district, for

the purpose of affording instruction to the children in the Catechism of the Church of
n land.

E 'Ig‘he children of apprentices stand much in need of a catechist in this immediate district.
I have, however, to remark, that on one property the children are religiously instructed by
the proprietor, and a few of them can read and write. ' .
The Christmas holydays passed over unusually quiet here. The apprentices do not

indulge themselves in the old system of drumming and fiddling; the greater portion of
them are generally religiously inclined.

 

_ I have, 8w. .

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) C. Hamilton, 5. J.

My Lord, Rio Bueno, 4 January 1836.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that an estate in my district, Barnstaple,

was rented at the commencement of the apprentieeship system by Mr. VValcott, of this
parish, from Mr. Lyons, of London, on the tollowmg terrus: Iforty hogsheads to be given
yearly, and every thing replaced at the end of the apprenticeship thatmay be deficrent. I
am given to understand that for many years past this estate has not paid one fraction to the
proprietor, and that Mr. Walcott has, notwnhstandmg,‘ been so fortunate as to clear 1,2ool.
on the last crop, and will probably continue to do so (if not even better) to the end of the
time. I mention this circumstance to prove to your Excellency that some estates answer
remarkably well under the apprenticeship system. '

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. C. Pennell, s. J.

 

INDUSTRY.

THE apprentices are going on as usual. .
On Kinloss, the other day, they complained to the special justice that they were not hired

in their own time, and seemed to say they would willingly pick up a five-penny bit where-
ever and whenever an opportunity ofi'ered during the approaching crop.

Rio Bueno, 5 January 1836. (signed) R. C. .Pennell, 8. J.

 

To the Constables, Drivers, and other A pprentices in Trelawney.
As you will soon again begin crop, I wish to give you a few words of advice.
I hope and expect you will work well, and do all you can to make good weeks’ work, so

as to get the crop over soon. You now 'know all the advantages of being apprentices, and
of being able to gain money for yourselves. In addition to the money you gained during
last crop, you have mast of you received a good deal more from your masters for dig—'
giug cane holes and other work done in your own time, and with this money you have been
able to pass a happy and a merry Christmas. You must surely feel and know this advantage,
and you ought to think for the future, and to remember, that unless the overseers can make
a good crop, it will be impossible for your masters to pay you wages in future; for if they
have no sugar to sell, how are they to get money to pay you ? And if you do not get wages
from them, where else can you get any? As other estates would then be as poor as your
own, it therefore becomes your interest to make good crops.
You see I- speak to you as sensible and well disposed people, and every thing I tell you is

true, and for your own good. I am very glad to see you going on so well as you have been
doing, and hope you will continue 50..

(signed) R. C. Pennell, s. J.
1 January 1836.

 

My Lord, Mount Charles, 5 January 1836.
IT is pleasant to observe the good humour both of managers and people which mark

the commencement of the present year; I know but of one exception.
New Year’s day was given generally as a holyday, and very rationally spent. The negroes

are aware it was a boon, and are, I think, somewhat sensible of the kindness. From the
prevalence of this good feeling it is not unreasonable to augur that the coming year will
be productive of improved manners, and, to some extent, of improved work.

165. No
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No good will ever be done with the negro race (nor with any other race) without some

mixture of conciliation and encouragement with authority. Where coercion alone is

depended upon, the necessity for it will, I am persuaded, rather increase than diminish to

the end of the apprenticeship; and then such masters will find themselves unable to com-

mand labour at all, except from those whom others have rejected, or on terms which others

 

will not be required to give. I have, 8L0.

(signed) J. Daughtrey, s. J.

My Lord, London Hill, 6 Jan. 1836.
IN obedience to your Lordship’s commands to furnish your Lordship with an account of

the provisions that have been made for furthering education among the negro population,
I have the honour to lay before your Lordship the result of my inquiries into this interesting
sub'ect.
thad hoped when I had the honour to receive your Lordship’s communication on the

subject of education, that I should have been able to have satisfied your Lordship that

some educative system had been formed in the district over which I have the honour to
preside, and was in operation among the apprentices; but in that hope, I regret to inform
your Lordship, I have been disappointed. Oral tuition, confined within the limits of a
mere outline of the elementary principles of morality, is the only system of instruction
afforded by the Church Establishment to the negro population, and beyond this neither
the missionaries nor the proprietors have gone.

I am happy, however, to inform your Lordship, that, limited as are the means of instruc-
tion afforded to the negro population, and uninformed as many of the apprentices are of
the nature of many moral and social obligations, they nevertheless exhibit a degree of
moral improvement which is truly surprising.

I must not omit to inform your Lordship that some time ago Mr. Wright, proprietor of
Green Wall estate, 0 ened an infant school on his property, and although it is not at

present in operation, ram happy to inform your Lordship that it will be re-opened in the

 

course of a few weeks. . I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. " (signed) David Ewart, s. J.

My Lord, Kingston, 11 Jan. 1836.
I TAKE leave, in obedience to the directions of your Excellency, to report on the dispo-

sition, industry and behaviour of the negro population of Kingston, the treatment they
receive from their masters, and whether complaints have increased or decreased since the
assumption of my duties.

I have neither observed nor heard of an c0nduct or manifestation of feeling indicative of

disafl'ection in the negro apprentices of ingston; but there have been frequent marks of

diSSatisfitction, arising, as it seemed to me, front the denial to them, as non- raedials, of the
same weekly day of holyday which the law gives to the [medial and plantation a prentices.

As respects the treatment they receive from their masters, it is next to impossible but that

in so large and mixed 3 community as in Kingston (where owners and apprentices are in

almost constant communication) the instances of disagreement must be frequent, and

amongst that class of masters who feel most sorely the loss of former power of chastisement

of their apprentices, the cases of ill treatment, though not of heinous cruelty, have during

my three months’duty been also frequent; but I am equally called upon to assure your
Excellency that the treatment of their apprentices by a larger and better class of owners in

Kingston has been uniformly good, and has presented indeed unusual and bright instances

of kindness.
The apprentices in this city are divided into two classes, the one performing the duty of

house servants, the other (and least numerous) class are employed on wharfs and in stores ;

the latter only can be said to be engaged in works of industry and commerce; their be—
haviour continues, I understand, much as usual, except that the crime of theft is gaining
alarming ground, as is also the habit of drunkenness.
The merrimems of Christmas have passed over cheerfully and without disturbance.

In respect to the increase or decrease of complaints, I have the best grounds for assuring

your Excellency that the committals and punishments during the last three months have
diminished in number one—half, and by combining a firm with a lenient enforcement of the

law, this reduction will, I hope and think, he maintained.
The last point on which your Excellency desires me to report is the progress made

through the labours of Protestant ministers and missionaries in the diffusion of religious

and other education. I can speak from my own personal observation that the efforts of the

ministers of the Church of England have in this essential duty been most zealous and ex-

emplary, and with the adult negroes and negresses no less than with the younger ones.

The missionaries and ministers of other religious persuasions are also indefatigable in re-
quiring the observance of public worship; but from what I can learn, very much of the

ceremony or service consists in psalm singing, which is kept up through the whole night,
and frequently till four or five o’clock in the morning.

I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) William Gillam, s. J.

 

My
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My Lord, Norwich, Portland, 29th December 1835.
I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s circular, calling for a report on the

following points, as illustrative of the general state of my district.

1st.-—On the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population.
2d.—On the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers.
3d.—Whether complaints have increased or decreased on either since I assumed my

duties. -
4th.——On the prospects of the ensuing crop, and on the general state of field

cultivation in the district. '
5th.— On the manner in which the Christmas holydays have passed over, and
6th.—-On the measures taken for the general instruction of all classes by the

establishment of schools for education or religious improvement, either upon the
estates or in any other manner within the district.

lst.—The system of apprenticeship being a mere modification of slavery (I do not use
the term in an offensive sense, but merely as implying a system of coercion), the present
disposition and industry of the negro must be estimated entirely from the manner in which
he employs his own time. It is quite as erroneous to suppose that he is industrious
because he labours during the hours of compulsion, as it is to conclude that he is indolent
because he refuses to work for wages during his own time. ‘

Free labour, whether during the term of apprenticeship or at its expiration, will be
re ulated by the same considerations in this as in other countries, for no man, be his
colour what it may, will work voluntarily for another if he can earn more by working for
himself.
The negro generally cultivates much more land than is requisite for his maintenance. If

he can obtain a sale for the surplus provisions which he thus raises, he employs his time
to the best advantage by working for himself; if he cannot obtain a sale for these surplus.
articles, and a fair rate of hire be ofl'ered for his services, he will find it to be his interest to
work for his master.

There is a general disinclination to labour for hire in this district, and this arises simply
from the negro being enabled to obtain a ready market for his provisions.
The negro population of Portland does not exceed 7,000. Port Antonio, with its free

inhabitants, its garrison, its police, its shipping, and its non-pradial apprentices (who have
no grounds), requires, relatively to the population of the parish, a larger weekly supply of
round provisions than perhaps any other village in the island. It is therefore unfair to

lnfer that the negro is lazy merely because he finds it more profitable to work for himself
than for his master.
As far as regards the labour of the negro during his master’s time, it is precisely such as

I should expect from any one in a similar situation. There can be no intrinsic fascination
in cane-hole digging, and as his allowances and rights are neither increased nor diminished
by his good or bad conduct, he labours from no other incentive than the fear of
punishment.
The law is quite sufficient to ensure the working of the apprenticeship system in the

proportion of the curtailed hours of labour established by its p’rovisions. Any further
and spontaneous exertions on the part of the apprentice, arising from a kind feeling
towards his master or overseer, will depend entirely on the tact and discretion of the latter
in the general exercise of his authority.

2d.—-The conduct of masters and overseers on estates towards the negro, and vice versd,
is marked by no other feature than an evident determination to confine each other strictly
to the law. I see nothing like mutual concession arising from mutual confidence.
The domestics are generally treated with kindness, but, possibly from the negro habit

of thinking that the master owes what he possesses solely to their exertions, their gratitude
for indulgences does not appear to be lasting.
3d.—Complaints have decreased considerably on both sides since I assumed my duties.

Insufficient Work is the occasional and chief complaint against the negro, and a momentaty
ebullition of passion against the master; the first I account for thus :—It was the custom
formerly on the large estates to have a book-keeper constantly on the field with the gang.
His duty was to note every individual instance of laziness, and either to punish it on the spot,
or to report it to the overseen. He now merely visits the field twice a day for the purpose of
calling the list; and the overseer, knowing that if he can prove insufficient work the time
will be made good, leaves the gang entirely to the superintendence of the constables.
These constables have only the same allowances which they had as slaves. They accept
the office in almost every instance with extreme reluctance, from having little to com-
pensate for their invidious position, and they generally expose the whole gang to the
imputation and consequence of not working sufiicieutly, rather than create for themselves
enemies by selecting those for extra labour who are really lazy. In consequence of this,
the industrious naturally relax in exertions which they find do not exempt them from the
consequences only due to the indolent.
4th.—The estimate for the ensuing crop is considerably above that for the present.

Incrgased prices for produce, and Increased confidence in the stability of property,
1 6. have
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have caused a lar er field of “ plants” to be put in, and additional live stock to be placed

upon estates. his will he met by a commensurate return should the seasons be

favourable.
The fields on well managed estates with a suflicient number of stock are generallyin

good order. On estates not properly stocked, and on which it is attempted to keep up an

average crop by an extensive instead of a contracted and highly mauured cultivation, the

fields must be partially neglected; for if it requires two acres of canes to make the same

quantity of sugar on one estate which is made from one acre on another, it is quite

impossible that the same number of negroes can keep both estates in the same state of

cultivation.
5th.—The holydays have passed over more cheerfully than, I am told, they have done

for some years. Christmas-tlay was spent with decorum, and the rest of the time in

singing and dancing. I can confidently declare that there is not the slightest evidence

of a; desire on the part of the negro population to offer any combined resistance to

the aws.

6th.—No general system of education has yet been adopted in this district. Every

facility is however afforded to the clergy by the roprietors and managers for the formation

of schools on the different properties; and anti? a proper building can be procured, the

court—house has been granted by the magistrates and vestry as a temporary place for the

establishment of an infant school for the education of all classes indiscriminately. As it

is intended to combine this with a system of industry, its obvious importance will, I trust,

ensure to the undertaking the strong support which it merits.

The Sunday~school, under the Reverend Mr. Griffiths, is attended by upwards of three

hundred apprentices, and the classes on estates by from twenty to thirt .

Three hundred pounds have been granted each by the assembly, the parish and the

bishop, for the erection of an additional place of worship at the eastern extremity of

the district. Its completion will ensure the formation ol'a similar school in that quarter.

In conclusion, I beg to state, that there appears to be a strong desire on the part of the

negro population to be instructed in reading and writinO‘.
I have, 8w.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, A. G. Fyfe.

8L0. Ste. 8w.
..............———-—-———-—

My Lord, St. Andrew’s, 31 December 1835.

I no not think, from the present appearance throughout my district, that there will be as

lar e a crop of coffee as was expected when my last report was written, not indeed so large

as ast year’s. This is to be ascribed to the weather, and not to the misconduct of the

apprentices.
_

The Christmas holydays have passed off without any disturbance. With a single excep-

tion, the apprentices returned to their work on Monday. This exception was on the Hope,

where about 400 of the apprentices took holyday on Monday, but on my informing them

that they had done wrong, they instantly agreed to pay back the day. ,

I am sorry to say that, on this estate and Middlesex, bothithe property of the Duke of

Buckingham, and on Prospect Hill, the property of Mrs. Smith, the allowances have been

withheld; and that only a pint of rice to each apprentice and a little turnip~seed have been

given at Dublin Castle, the property of Alderman Atkins. The people on these estates

have expressed much dissatisfaction, but I have charged them all not to relax in the per-

formance of their labours, and promised to do all in my power to get for them the usual

allowances. I have nothing of importance to add to these facts.
I have, Ste.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) H. Bourne, s. J.

&c. &c. 86c.
______.._._....._.._.———

My Lord, Westmorland, 29 December 1835.

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Excellency the state of tny district, _and am

much gratified I can acquaint your Excellency, the apprentices are gwmgmuch satisfaction

to their managers, both as regards their labour and demeanor; their readiness to work for

hire, combined with the state of cultivation of their grounds, are convmcmg proofs they

feel inclined to habits of industry. Their general behaviour is good and respectful, and

I know of no instance where the master is not willing to be indulgent, and afl'ord them

every opportunity of making the most of their own time. The number of complaints on

both sides have considerably diminished, and I can With much .pleasure state to your

Excellency I have not had occasion for the last three weeks to inflict corporal punishment

on any individual. .

With respect to the appearance of the prospect of the ensuing crop, I beg to state to

your Excellency, it is my opinion a very fair average return Will be made; I therefore _con-

clude the cultivatign, generally, must be as well conducted as formerly, and the cane pieces

in most instances are cleanly. I have
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I have also to acquaint your Excellency, the Christmas has passed over very_quietly,
the negroes receiving their former allowances, and have cheerfully returned to their work.

As regards the instruction of the negro population, I am not aware that any regular
schools have been established in my district; but on some of the estates proper persons
have been employed for that purpose. I have, 8L0.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. .D. P112717, 5. J.
860. Sec. 8w.

My Lord, Office of Inspector—General of Police, 5 Jan. 1836.
I REGRET that my absence on duty on the 31st December last prevented my forward-

ing to your Excellency this report in time for the last packet, asI did not receive my post
letters until my return. I have now the honour to report for your Lordship’s information,
that the Christmas holydays passed 01? quietly, and that the apprentices appeared happy
and satisfied, and have cheerfully resumed their labours.
I also beg to observe, that there has been less drumming and noisy carousing amongst

the apprentices than formerly, which is evidently a proof of their improved moral condi-
tion, from their preferring to devote their holydays to religious exercises and quiet pastime
than to the barbarous and uncouth exhibitions which formerly prevailed amongst them;
and I have no doubt that, when the schools and places of religious worship now in con-
templation are established, these remnants of barbarism will wholly disappear.
The interchange of kindness between the master and apprentice at the present season of

the year leads me to believe that they better understand their relative positio'n, and that
much of the feeling of irritation on the part of the masters at the commencement of the
new system is wearing fast away. On most of the properties I have lately visited, there
has been a dis osition, on the part of those placed in authority over the apprentices, to use
more temper In addressing then), and more readiness has been shown to comply with any
suggestions I have ofl'ered towards conciliating them, so as to ensure the better working of
the present system, and the likelihood of attaching them to the properties after the eriod
of apprenticeship shall have ceased; and I confidently hope that the present year wi 1 pass
with fewer complaints on both sides, as, added to my own observations, I have received the
most favourable reports from all the police officers; and I beg leaVe herewith to enclose a
copy of those reports under three distinct heads, in which form I weekly receive them.
With regard to the enlistment of men under the new Police Act, I beg to state to your

Excellency that great diflEiculty exists; and it is much to be regretted that those who have
been prevailed upon to re-enlist, we have only been able to secure for one year longer,
which is the duration of the term of the present Bill, as the responsibility would be great
to enlist men for a period beyond that of the law under which they enlist, it being quite
impossible to foresee the intentions of the Legislature. ~»-
We have, u to the date of the last returns, lost 230 men, who have claimed their dis-

charges, and t ese must be replaced by recruits, undisciplined and unacquainted with the
duties they have to perform ; consequently the trouble and difficulty of drilling, which had
been in a great measure effected in the men we have lost, will have again to commence,
and they will hardly be perfected and become efficient before the period of their claiming
their discharges will again arrive. -
Another evil attendant on the short duration of the Bill is, that the clothing which is to

last two ears will become renewable in June neXt, and will be worn for six months by the
men in the service under the present law, who may claim their discharges on the glst De-
cember next, and in that state it will have to be re-issued to recruits who may enlist under
a future Act.

Under these circumstances, your Excellency will observe the obstacles that are in the
way of the formation of an efficient police; and [very much fear that our most zealous
exertions to meet the wishes of the Legislature in forming a more effective body of men,
will be frustrated by the short duration of their enactments for that purpose.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8Lc.
‘ 8w. 850' 81c; (signed) William Ramsay,

Special Justice and Inspector-General of Police.
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JAMAICA.—-A REPORT from the INSPECTOR GENERAL of Ponce up to the gist Decerpben: 1835,

containing Extracts from the County Inspectors’ and Sub-Inspectors’ Reports of their District:

to that date.
 

COUNTY. PARISH.
NAME Date

of
Sub-Inspecto r.

of Letter.

REPORT

on the General State
of

the District.

State of
Feeling of Peusantry,

whether
agitated or otherwise.

Industry and Occu-
pation of Peuantry,
whether attentive to
their Employment.

 

Surry-

Jfiddleeex -

St. George'-
Portland -

Machined

St. Thom
in the East.

St. Dlvid’l

Port Royal -

St. Thomas
in the Vale.

St. Mary’s -

St. Ann’l -

Ditto -

Clarendon - 

St. Andrew's

St. Catharine

St. Dorothy’s
rad St . John’l.

 

1835.
29Dec. -
29 Dec. -

Alex. Shaw
Peter Brown

John Grace 30 Dec. -

RM. Perkins 29 Dec. -

W.Lewie . 30Dec. .

AaBmwnee 30Dee.-

R.Seven - 30Dee.-

[No Report received yet.]

Geo.Bennett leec. -

John Grant 29 Dec. -

E.M‘Caw . 30Dec. - 
E. Walker -

E. Armstrong 29 Dec. -

R. Armstrong 29 Dec. -
R. Horsefield,

Serjeent in
charge.

H.Adunl- 81Dec. -   

Perkctly tranquil ~
Tranquil - -

qunil st prelent

--The peasantry
have assumed their
work, and all is
quiet.

Quiet Ind orderiy -

--Ineveryrespect
the peasantry have
behaved themselvel
quiet and orderly.

. . Thepeumtrym
quiet and orderly in
every respect.

 

emu: ma quiet

- - All quiet, and the
Christma- holydays
went of quite well.

Quietly diuponed -

. - In e general Itafe
of quietness.

Puticuhrly quiet .  

Perfectlytmnquil.
- - No unusual feel-
ing It present.

- - No agitation
u t 1: ‘77

3t present.

Tranquil - -  
- - The Reasantry of
this parish, as far In I
can learn, are gene-
rally attentive to then:
employment. Some
employ their leisure
time in industry for
themselves, and other!
work for hire.
- - The peasantry are
- r .I to ;n.1 A y.

- - On every estate
which I have visited
in this district, the

. - 0‘
 

 

 

the irreguler turning out of the Iappren-
tice! and of their work out.
the estate: which have commenced crop,
the apprentice! are adhering to their
former bargains (of last crop) for extn
hours. Retreat end Morant at first re-
fused, but have since agreed.

Onall

--Contented m1 —-Industrious and
obedient.
- - Well-disp oeed'
and perfec tly quiet.

-. They are quiet
and orderly.

disposed to elm.
- - The peasantry
seem attentive to their
employments, and ge-
nerally employ their
leisure hours in their
own evocation
- - The peasantry u'e
attentive to their work,
both for their master:
and themselves.

0. D. Gregg, County Inspector.

..Bynomeuu ngi- --InSpa.niah Town
uted-

ro-Feeling of the
pensnntry good and
utisfied.

 inthispariah.
 

Tranquil . -

 

 

more cause: of com-
plaint than formerly,
in consequence of the
holydaye.
- - Peasantry atten-
tive to their employ-
ment, and employ
their leisure hours in

working for themselves, and willingly
work for hire when called upon by em-
ployers. The general turn ont.on Mon-
day last hn- heen good Ind ntiefectory

- - With regard to
‘ the first part of the

qnafiomfi'omall lam able to learn,on

estetee where there are good and steady
managerr, whenever the services of the

apprentices have been required during
crop or to watch, they have given up
their time for hire readily.

 

--Not the least
question of agitation
come- under my
knowledge.

- . A- far a my ob-
servations go, the

Pm"! ‘PPW '0
be quiet.

- - No appearance of
my agitation, but on
the contrary quite
tranquil.

 

- - - Attentive to their
employment and in-
dustrious to them-
Ielvee, end will hire
when required, in
their own time.
- - They are late in
turning out to their
employment, but oc-
cupy themselves dili-
gently in their own
time working their
grounds.
- - The peasantry, ge-
nerally speaking, ere
attentive to their em-
ployment, but prefer
employing their lei-

sure time in cultivating provisions for
themselves, rather then for hire.

. - No
whatever.

agitation  - - Pcasantry indul-
trious.
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NAME D3 v hREPOR'I‘ Stateof Industry and Occu-
te Ont eGeneral State Feeli ofPeasant ion of Peaean ,COUNTY- PARISH- °f of Letter. of nahether m riiether attentive“;Sub-h'PW- the District. agitated or otherwise. their Employment.

Middle»: . Manchester - E. Rutledge 29 Dec. - - -The holydnya pass- . . - - - Theyare so indus-
- edofi'in perfect tran- trious and attentich

quillity; the appren- their employment,
tines resumed their that many of the
evocation: yesterday, planters acknowledge
and the peace of the the well working of
district remain: un- the new system has
disturbed. exceeded their most

nnguineexpectationl.‘

I have the honour to inform you that I complied in every particular with your circular regardingany steps that might be necessary to adopt during the Christmas holydaye; I visited the parishes of
St. Dorothy and St. Thomas in the Vale, where every thing was molt uncommonly quiet and anti»
Mary; and also, that I have received from my sub-inspectors the moat flattering accounts of themanner in which the holydays passed over, and the general return to labour of the peasantry on theMonday morning, in their respective districts.

1 Jmunry 1836. R. Emery, County Inspector.
——————____

Cornwall - Trelawney - A. Christie - - - Quiet: uncom- Not agitated - - - - They have turned
manly [0. out to their work In

usual. Not inclined
to work for moderate
wages.St. Jamel - A.Bayly - Perfectly tranquil - Not agitated - - - - Industrious for

‘ themselves and for
hire.Hanover - F. C. Willock 28 Dec. - - - The general feel- - - Exeeedingly quiet - - Employ their lei-

ing throughout the and orderly. sure time in indus
Christmas holydaya for themselves and for

has been particulariy good on the part hire.
ofthepecsantryof thisdimictmdl
my any they have given general
satisfaction.

SavannahMar C.Dease - 29 Dec. - Peaceahle . .- Not agitated - - - - Very indum-ious
and more orderly in
their habits than for
some years past, It
generally admitted.

St.Elizabeth W. Samuel: 29 Dec. - Quiet - - - - - By no means agi- - - They are in gene‘
tated. rel attentive to their
—~__, employment, and em-
ploy their leume' time in hiring out (if
required), or for themselves.

I have the honour to inform you that I rode about during the holydayu a much as was possiblefrom the very wet state of the weather, and also communicated with the difl'erent police stations, andhave the satisfaction to ltete that- the whole of this part of the country has been in a perfectly tranquilstate, and the negtoea of several properties which I visited yesterday all at their work, without the leasttrouble to any one.

29 December. R. Duly, County Inspector.~________
The foregoing Ire correct extracts.

William Rummy, Inspector Generalof Police.

My Lord, Palmetto River, St. Thomas in the East, 2 Jan. 1836.I HAVE the honour to forward reports, which sickness disabled me from doing on the lastpost day.
The apprentices have conducted themselves with

the whole of the holydays; and I am happy to say
more reflective and more christia
state of degradation,

nly, by exhibitin
was their chief delight; a fact,

shows that freedom in her earliest dawn has had

great propriety and good order during
they have shown they are becoming

g less of that bufi'oonery which, in their
combined with many others, which

a great and marked efi'ect in strengthen-

Edmund B. Lyon, 5. J.

in g and enlarging the faculties of the unfledged freeman. I h &~ ‘ ave, c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of SligO, (signed)

8Lc. &c. &c. A

My Lord,
I BELIEVE there has not been

district as the last eight months oft

 

Palmetto River, St. Thomas in the East, Jan. 1836.
for many years a season so favourable to the planter in this

he past year; the rains have been abundant and not too
heavy, vegetation in consequence is vigorous and healthful, and the face of the wholecountry presents
fitable description.

a prospect of the most pleasing, and, I trust and hope, of the most pro-

'From the general appearance of estates in the district of Blue Mountain Valley, I do notthink it possible they could be more forward or in better order than at present. I hear no
I complaint

JAMAICA.
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com laint of their condition. The cane pieces appear to be clean, and, what I conceive,
the est possible proof that they are so is, I have not heard an overseer of late say he had

any difficulty in keeping them so. _ . .

The sugar crop has generally cominenced, and With a fair proportion of dry weather dur.
ing its continuance, the probability 18, that not only an average tine Will be inade, but that
there will be an increase on the quantity made last year, winch m thls district was a very

fair crop. I have, Ste.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon, s“).
8w. Ste. 8L0.

My Lord, Palmetto River, St. Thomas in the East, Jan. 1836.
IN former reports of the state of my district, I have had the happiness of being enabled to

speak of it favourably; and it is‘ a source of much real pleasure to me, that the same good
conduct and general industry which first created that favourable opinion still continues.
I do not think it possible for people to work better than they are doing in Blue Mountain
Valley; and in fact I may say in every other part of the district, with a few triflin excep-
tions, which, were they not occasionally to occur, would be miraculous. As proogof good
conduct, I think I may very appropriately refer to Old and New Monklands, Greenfield,
Benlomond, Newfield and Duart Castle, comprising a population of 738 a prentices, among
whom, since August 1834, there have only been three individuals unisheci).

Between overseer and apprentice there is now a very fair and, think, as good an under-
standing as is likely to be effected during the continuance of the present system. Cordia-
lity, I fear, is not to be attained, as there are but few of those in management who appear
to me to desire or take the pains to excite such a feeling.

Complaints on either side have very much diminished since I first had the honour of
su erinteuding this district, a period of sixteen months.

he sternest opposer of the system, were he open to conviction, would, by a very short
residence among these bills and vales, be convinced that the prosperity of the proprietors
was assured for the remainder of the term.

I have, 8m.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon, 5. J.
8w. 8L0. Ste. ~

Sir, Chapelton, Clarendon, 13th Jan. 1836.
IN reply to your circular of the 3d December, I have the honour to statefor the informa—-

tion of his Excellency the Governor, 1st, That the apprentices generally in the Montpelier
district are conducting themselves much better than they did a few months ago, and are
considerably moreindustrious than they were for some months after the lst of August 1834.
The masters and managers of properties are upon the whole kind to them, and I am happy
in being enabled to state that complaints for some time past have decreased cou-
siderabl .

2d. Tyhe appearance of the cane fields I consider promising, although, my experience
being very limited, I cannot speak with any degree of certainty. It is expected that there
will be afalling ofi‘ from the crop of last year, yet I do not apprehend that that will be
considerable.

3d. The Christmas holydays have passed off very well, and the apprentices have con-
ducted themselves in a satisfactory manner.

4th. With regard to the establishment of schools in the Montpelier district, I am sorry
to observe that I have been labouring under very severe indisposition ever since I had the
honour of receiving his Excellency’s communication,and have not in consequence been able
to collect the information so fully as I could have wished.
The Rev. Mr. Betts, of the Established Church, has a school, principally for children of

colour, upon Argyle Pen in the parish of Hanover, attended by about seventy pupils. The
same gentleman has another establishment upon Alexandria estate, in that parish, with
about forty pupils.
Mr. Fenton, attorney and manager of Wiltshire estate, in the parish of St. James, has

established a school upon that property, which is attended by from thirty to forty
pu ils.

I) am not aware that there are any other establishments in the Montpelier district.
I have Ste.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) S. Farrar, s. J.
8m. 8w. 8m.

REPORT respecting the District of St. Dorothy’s.

THE general conduct of the negroes at present is at once shown by the fact that they per-
form much more work within a given time now than they were ever known to perform
within the same length of time before the lst ofAugust 1834. In peacefulness and industr
their general behaviour exceeds what was anticipated by the most sanguine. The disposr-
non of their masters towards them I consider to be marked with kindness and good feeling;
and even the worst master has it no longer in his power to exercise the smallest degree.

0
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of oppression upon his apprentices. Within the last six or eight months complaints from
masters and apprentices to the special magistrate have diminished in number, and are
become, upon the whole, of a much lighter character than before.
With regard to the prospects of the present crop, after many changes of opinion, un-

avoidably caused by fluctuations in the weather, the managers assure me they expect to
make nearly if not quite as good a crop as the last. With respect to the crop that may be
expected in general during the a prenticeship, I have to repeat what I have frequently
stated already, that although wit the abstraction of labour by the Abolition Act, it will be
impossible for the landlords to make the same quantity of sugar as before the commence—
ment of the apprenticeship, they will nevertheless make much more than the most sanguine
ever anticipated from negroes Within the time to which compulsory labour is now limited
b law.
yWith regard to the education of the negroes, I lament to say that during the fifteen
months I have acted in this district, nothing has been done to promote that most useful ob-
'ect. On the contrary, aschool at Old Harbour Bay, superintended by Mr. Harrison, has
een given up from want of support. This unhappy circumstance of neglected education

has been caused by no want of will on the part of proprietors to instruct the negroes. What
has prevented the bestowal of large sums for the erection and endowment of schools is the
impression generally if not universally entertained, that however well the apprenticeship
itselfmay succeed, yet without the timely adoption of preventive measures (such as a great
European emigration, and a reduction in the duty on sugar) the termination of the appren-
ticeship must bring with it the total ruin of the greater number by far of the present pro-
iietors of the soil. As the education of the negroes is an object of paramount importance,

it is most earnestly to he wished, that in the absence of any considerable assistance from
W'est Indian proprietors, the sums of money collected in England for negro education may
be emfiloyed without loss of time in the purposes to which they are destined.

O. . Market, 12th J an. 1836. (signed) A. 1V. Macleod, 3. J.

 

Sir, Kingston, 3ist December 1835.
IN reply to your letter, dated 3d December, I beg to state for the information of his

Excellency the Governor, that my county (Surry) is perfectly quiet, and likely to remain
so. Should however any information reach me to the contrary, you may rest assured I
shall lose no time in proceeding to the spot.

1 am of opinion that the apprentices are just as industrious as ever they were, with a
very few exceptions.

Respecting the treatment they receive from their overseers, I am of opinion that far
less acrimony is now shown when bringing charges against the apprentices than formerly.
With respect to the appearances of the cane pieces, to me they appear in excellent

order, but it must be recollected I am no planter. I am however inclined to think the
falling ofl' of this year’s crop will be greater than it was expected, from the circumstance of
the canes arrowing; the nearest calculation I can make on this head is one half more than
it was last year. ,

Christmas has gone 06' very quietly.
. Respecting the moral change in the character of the apprentice, I am decidedly of
opinion that it will continue very slowly until proprietors solely employed married over-
seers, and made those overseers their attornies ; for in this country the offence of insolence
never goes unpunished,while prostitution is seldom or ever punished. Here is, therefore,
the great cause why morality in this country moves so very slowly. On this subject I
could say much more, but really the great danger of being obliged to prove my opinions
causes me to be silent.

I have, 8w.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) G. D. Gregg, s. J.

530. 8w. Etc.

 

~No. 192.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, (The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 20 Jan. 1836.
IN consequence of your Despatch of the 12th November, directing me to

convey to the special magistrates your Lordship’s sense of their services,
I framed a circular, of which the enclosed is a copy, and have sent it to all
of those gentlemen; I trust that it will meet with your Lordship’s approbation.
The part in which I convey to them the sentiments of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment is nearly in the words of your Despatch. From the answers I have received
from many of them, I find that it has caused great satisfaction, and I can assure
your Lordship that it was very well deserved. I have &c, .

(signed) Sligo.
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JAMAICA ' Enclosure in No. 192.

CIRCULAR to the SPECIAL MAGISTRATES of Jamaica.

Enclosure in Gentlemen, ist January 1836.

No' 192‘ IT is with much pleasure I inform you that I have, by the packet recently arrived, re-

ceived directions from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to express to you individually

and collectively, iii the strongest terms, the sense which His Majesty’s Government enter-

tains of the zeal and intelligence which you haVe displayed, and of the extraordinary exer-

tions which you have used to give effect to the abolition law and to those instructions

which have been furnished to you.

In representing to the Secretary of State how well such a compliment is merited by you;

in pointing out the unparalleled bodily as well as mental labour which you have gone

through under many trying circumstances besides those of climate ; in reporting the impar-

tiality with which, in my opinion, your interpretations of the law are generally given, I feel

that I have done no more than my duty.

Having thus expressed to you the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government, allow me

in my own person to return you my most grateful thanks for the valuable support and

assistance you have rendered me, for the invariable attention you have paid to my slightest

wishes, for the reSpect with which you have listened to my suggestions, and, finally, the

good-humoured readiness with which you have undertaken any task I may have imposed

upon you for the public benefit, however personally inconvenient it may have been to you

at the moment. I have, 8L0.

(signed) Sligo.

 

—No. 193.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

No. 193. My Lord, Downing-street, 21 January 1836.

MY attention has recently been drawn to the fact, that of the Acts passed by

the Governor, Assembly and Council of Jamaica in the month of December

1833, there are six upon which the decision of His Majesty in Council has not

yet been signified to your Lordship. This omission has been purely accidental,

and must, I fear, be attributed to the changes which occurred in the spring of

1834, in the administration of the affairs of this department.

Of the six Acts in question, of which I subjoin a list, one, respecting the

police, has become obsolete, and others have expired. But the Act to restrain

and punish vagrancy is still in force; and to that Act I have to call your Lord-

ship’s particular attention. In the printed volume of the Laws ofJamaica it is

distinguished as a statute 4 Will. 4, cap. 36.

This Act classes vagrants under the threefold division of disorderly persons,

of rogues and vagabonds, and of incorrigible vagabonds. The second section

defines the first of these classes, and Within that definition includes all persons

who threaten to run away and leave their wives and children chargeable. Now,

such a threat may, of course, be nothing more in many cases than idle and

unmeaning words.

“ All persons who shall not have any visible means of employment” are also

mentioned as idle and disorderly. But this may, perhaps, be asserted of many

of the most wealthy and respectable members of society.

The punishment for idle and disorderly persons is imprisonment for any time

not exceeding one month, to which may be added hard labour.

In the definition of rogues and vagabonds are included all persons wander-

ing in the woods without a home, or in the public roads or places. Here the

offence would seem to consist not so much in the wandering as in the being

homeless.

All petty chapmen and pedlars wandering abroad are also included in this

class, although their occupation may be not merely innocent but highly useful

in so extensive a country.

All persons wandering abroad and lodging in taverns, out-houses, negro-

houses, or in the open air, or in huts, or under tents, not giving a good accountf
o 
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of themselves, are also declared rogues and vagabonds. These terms are so
large as in effect equivalent to an enumeration of all persons whatever whose
account of themselves is not good.

In a later part of the same section (the third) are comprised all persons who
shall be found in or upon any dwelling-house, warehouse, coach-house, stable
or out-house, or negro-house, or in any enclosed yard, garden or place, and who
shall not be able to give a good account of themselves. To this is added, all _
persons imposing or endeavouring to impose upon any private individual by any
false and fraudulent representations, either verbally or in writing, with a view to
obtain money or some other advantage or benefit. I need not comment on the
laxity of these expressions.

A rogue and vagabond may be punished by imprisonment, with hard labour,
for six calendar months, and by whipping at such times (in the plural number)
as the justices at the sessions shall think fit. In the case of an incorrigible
rogue, the punishment may be extended to two years. These enactments would
seem to be marked by extreme and needless rigour.

In the 11th section it is declared, that any justice, on information on oath
that any idle and disorderly persons, rogues and vagabonds, or incorrigible
rogues, are reasonably suspected to be harboured or concealed in any house or
houses kept for the reception, lodging or entertainment of poor travellers, may
authorize the apprehension of such persons; and if it should appear to the jus-
tices that any such person cannot give a satisfactory account of himself, they
may punish him as an offender under the Act. Here again it is the mere inabi-
lity to give a satisfactory account in which the offence consists.

The form of conviction contained in the 14th clause does not relate to the
case of idle and disorderly persons at all; and in those cases to which it does
relate, would leave unexplained the grounds of the adjudication and the amount
of the punishment.

On collating this statute with the corresponding Acts of Parliament I find
many deviations, of which no explanation could be afl'orded by any real dif-
ference in local circumstances.

For these reasons I have found it my painful but indispensable duty to submit
to His Majesty in Council my opinion that this Act should be disallowed. In
framing any new Act for the same purpose, it will be necessary to use the
utmost circumspection, lest the restraints on vagrants should be such as to inter-
fere unnecessarily with the enjoyment by the labouring population, either now
or at the expiration of the apprenticeship, of the peaceable enjoyment of the
freedom of action intended to be secured to them by Parliament.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 194.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
King’s House, Jamaica, 21st January 1836.

THE very short time which has elapsed since the departure of the last packet
leaves me little more to say respecting the general state of the island than what
is contained in my Despatch by that occasion. I do not think that my reports
of this week from a part of St. Mary’s are quite as favourable as they were.
The negroes appear to be a little discontented at some alleged breach of con-
tract with them ; but I dare say that all this will be set right by the special
magistrates very soon.

I am happy to say that corporal punishments are daily diminishing: sixteen
weekly reports sent in this day contain not a single instance of it.
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——No. 195.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated.
St. Jago de la Vega, January 22, 1836.

AT last I am enabled to send to your Lordship the abstract, containing all the
punishments, &c. which have been inflicted in this island, from the 1st of
August 1834 up to the 1st August 1835.

Your Lordship will observe, that most of these magistrates’ returns are for
broken periods, and that no notice is taken of innumerable complaints between
master and apprentice, and between apprentice and apprentice, which have
been of so trifling a nature as to bear more the character of arbitrations than of
judicial decrees. There is one return, however, which ought to have been
added to this, in order to enable your Lordship to form a correct estimate of the
character and exertions of the special justices individually, and that is an
account of the number of visits paid by them. I was anxious to have got this
return added, but I found that 2,000 returns would have to be gone over, and
it would have taken so long a time, that these whole returns, already very
late, would not arrive in time for the early part of the session; and I therefore
abandoned it. To exemplify my meaning: one of the magistrates, for example,
appears to have a very small measure of punishment in this return, and, of
course, ought therefrom to receive much credit for carrying on his business
with so much mildness ; but in point of fact, in the last seven months of last
year he has only made 188 visits, while Mr. Theobald Dillon has made in the
same period 483 visits ; the former is the magistrate who, from want of system,
gets through least business in the same time, and perhaps Mr. Dillon the most,
and most efficiently. It would be unfair, therefore, that this magistrate should
have the credit for a greater degree of humanity than Mr. Dillon. Mr. Dillon
has almost every month visited every estate in his district twice, and travelled
3,569 miles, while the other has rarely, if ever, visited all his estates once in the
month, and hardly ever twice, and has travelled only 1,347 miles. I have felt
it necessary to make these observations, in order to show that the return I am
now sending in cannot be considered to afford just grounds for forming any
judgment as to the lenity or severity of the administration of the law by each
special justice.

It appears in the whole, that during the first year of this new great experi-
ment, when no party concerned understood the law perfectly, neither magistrate,
master nor apprentice, when the proprietors were smarting under a total depri-
vation of that authority to which they had been for years accustomed, and
which was considered indispensable to the continuance of the slavery system,
when they were under so strong an impression of ultimate utter ruin, that in the
year 1833 and 1834 they abandoned much cultivation, in despair of ever being
able to reap what they had sown ; the total amount of punishment did not
exceed ten per cent., there having been 25,395 punishments of all descriptions,
no matter how trifling some of those reported were, and the number of appren-
tices subjected to them being 250,000.

I. trust that this abstract will bring to your Lordship’s mind a conviction that
the law has been humanely administered ; that it has been successfully so, the
present state of the island will abundantly prove.
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311111-1021) LABOURERS in the Colony of Jamaica by the Special or

 

Names of

Special

Magistrate»

 

, W111. H.
geninm. A. -

3181“) Henry ‘
nines, Tho. .115
Baym, Edw. .

Haynes, Th0“- '
Brown, glint”
Bonnie, t«P 9“
Connor 85 Cham-

berlain.
Cooking, Ralph
Cooper, R. S. -

Clinch, James -
Colebrook, Thos.
Clarke, H. B. -
Davies, Thou. -
Duly, no In-

tor.
D1115: Andrew
Dawson, J58. K.
Dunne, Patrick -
Daughtrey, John
Dillon, Theo. A.
Everard, Wm. -
Eveleigh, John -
Elliot, William .
Edwards, Bryan
Fitzgenld, R. -
fishbonrne, E.E.
Finlayaon, W. -
Farnr, Simeon
Gillan, William

GEEK. G. D.
(00111 Impact").
Edy, Richard S.
Hawkins, Chas. -
Hewitt, William
Hulme, John R.
Jones, T1109. W.
Jordan, John S.
1301mm, Jamel -
Kent, Henry .
Lyon, Edm. B.
1.81th, Henry
L10yd, Samuel -
hngrishe, R. J.
Lambat, R. s.
fiarlton, W. F.
‘Gregor,D. -

M‘Leod, Alex. N.
Madden, R. R.
Korea“ and Hill
Noreen, Wm. -
Nob], Juneg .

Oliver, T1108. M.
01drey, William
Odell, John .
Palmer, Arch. 1.

1’7 Ed". D.

, Anthony .
Pe111:1],SEMI -

C. -
Reynolds, John .

W; GWP'en .
Radium“, S. ).

Sowlcy, Wm. H.
SW11. . -
88. 110111], J‘s. H.

Thomas. .1. 11 .
“mm Rob.
113:0?
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18 Apr. 1835
18 Nov. 1834
6 Jan. 1835
14 Apr. 1835
1 Aug. 1834

11 Mar. 1835
1 Aug. 1834
4 Jan. 1835
1 Aug. 1834

1 Aug. 1834
25 Nov. 1834
1 Aug. 1834
1 Aug. 1834

19 Sept. 1834
1 Aug. 1834

17 NW. 1834

25 Oct. 1834
1.1m 1835
1 Aug. 1834
1 Aug. 1834

13 Apr. 1835
6 Aug. 1834
9 Feb. 1835
13 Apr. 1835
15 Feb. 1835
18 May 1835
23 Jln. 1835
3 Sept. 1834
15 8811131834
21 Apr. 1835
18 Aug. 1834
7 Apr. 1835
7 Oct. 1835

1 Aug. 1834
27 Oct. 1834
24 Feb. 1835
2 Oct. 1834
24M”. 1835
11 Aug. 1834
4 Mar. 1835
3 May 1835
10 Sept. 1834
12 Aug. 1834
10 Aug. 1834
27 Aug. 1834
16 June 1835
10 Feb. 1835
9 Aug. 1834
12 Aug. 1834
8 Aug. 1834
12 Aug. 1834
14 Oct. 1834
6.1m. 1835
18 Aug. 1834
12 Aug. 1834
12 Jan. 1835
19 Aug. 1834
7 Nov. 1834

30 Sept. 1834
14 Dec. 1884
19 Apr. 1835
81 Mar. 1835
10 Aug.1834

17 Feb. 1835
28 Dec. 1834
14 Oct. 1834

23 Aug. 1834
9 Mar. 1835

9 Dec. 1834
6 July 1835
12 Aug. 1834
1 Nov. 1834

24 Feb. 1835
17 Mar. 1835

  

 

To
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21 July 1835
13 July 1835
28 July 1835
25 July 1835
31 July 1835
30 June 1835
31 Dec. 1834
30 Jan. 1835
31 July 1835

31 July 1835
81 July 1835
19 May 1835
16 June 1835

2 Jan. 1835
31 July 1835
18 Apr. 1835

26 May 1835
31 July 1835
31 July 1835
31 July 1835
7 July 1835

18 Aug. 1834
30 June 1835
20 July 1835
27 July 1835
21 July 1835
28 July 1835
31Ju1y 1835
31 July 1835
15 July 1835
26 Jul. 1835
28 July 1835
4 June 1835

28 Feb. 1835
27 July 1835
28 July 1835
27 July 1835
28 July 1835
13 Dec. 1834
2 June 1835

28 July 1835
28 July 1835
14 July 1835
28 July 1835
28 July 1835
28 July 1835
28 July 1835
26 July 1835
29 July 1835
18 Oct. 1834
13 Sept.1834
26 Dec. 1834
24 July 1835
24 July 1835
11 Feb. 1835
27 July 1835
19 May 1835
27 July 1835
30 Dec. 1834
26 July 1895
27 July 1835
26 July 1835
2 July 1885

27 Ju1y 1895
28 July 1835
23 Mar. 1835
30 July 1835
28 July 1835
20 Dec. 1834
24 July 1835
27 Dec. 1834
4 Nov. 1834

28 July 1835 28 July 1835

Town. . .

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

              
 

were inflicted, separating Males from Females, between the 181: day of August 1834 and
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COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,

My Lord, _ 2d February 1836.

FINDING that the different sets of instructions which I had sent out on

various occasions to the special magistrates, were no longer applicable from the

termination of the first Act in aid, and from the disallowance of the second, and

that much confusion had arisen from the loss of some of the separate letters,

Mr. Nunes has had the whole of them printed in the shape of a small pamphlet,

which I have caused to be distributed amongst them as their rule to go by. I

trust that your Lordship will approve of them when you read over the enclosed

“W 7 I have, 810.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 196.

LETTER and INSTRUchONS to SPECIAL Jus'rrcas.

Sir, The King’s House, 1st January 1836.

THE instructions which have been sent to special justices at various times, as circum-

stances have arisen, calling for observation, being now in some instances inapplicable in

consequence of altered laws and for other reasons, and being also inadequate in some

points, I have determined on having others printed in a compendious form, so that they

can be carried about with you wherever you 0 as a guide for your conduct ; recollecting

always, however, that though this book may e an assistance to on, inasmuch as it com V

tains the result of the best legal opinions upon doubtful points, it cannot in any manner

supersede the law ; should its tenor appear to you at variance with the law, on reference to

me I will explain it if in my power; at all events this code cannot be considered to justify

you in acting in any manner in opposition to the law.

You will in the administration of your important duties always hear in mind that in

the manner in which you perform the duties committed to your charge, depends in a great

measure the happy completion of the noblest measure ever derived from the heart or feeling

of man; ireat therefore is your responsibility.

From t e great change in the respective feeling of apprentice and master towards each

other which has taken place within the last few months, I augur the happiest results, and

I cannot but think that the great diminution of complaints on both sides is to be attributed

to your zealous and praiseworthy exertions which I have had the pleasure on more than

one occasion so favourably to represent to the Government at home. The mutual con-

fidence which seems now to be springing up it is your principal duty to cherish, and l have

no doubt but that by your care and attention it will be so fostered as to produce the

happiest results at the termination of the apprenticeship. You must remember that on

your zeal and discretion depend a great deal. It is your duty to support the proprietors in

carrying into effect such internal arrangements on the estates as are not repugnant either

to the law or to humanity. In case you shall find, which I think under present aspects

most improbable, any illegal arrangement is sought to be made, it is your duty to prevent it

at once ; if any which, though not illegal in the strict term of the word, are repugnant to

humanity, they are equally illegal by common law and would be liable to be noticed in a

court of justice; on such occasions you must report them at once to me and all their

details, and I will procure you legal advice how to act; but you must remember the word

“ discretion,” that is a most necessary qualification in a special 'ustice. Let your zeal be

shown in the attention and respect you show to the gent o the country, and in the

manner in which you adjudicate in cases where it mustrbe painful to your feelings to

attribute blame and inflict punishment on them; recollect your peculiar position here;

recollect that you have superseded them in some of their most important rights, and that

therefore some irritation on their parts may reasonably be expected. It will be your duty

to pass over these, and where no intentional disrespect is exhibited, or even if it is in a

moderate degree, rather to avoid seeing it than notice it, excepting in the most calm and

dignified manner; bearing always in mind that while you keep yourselves within the

bounds of moderation and propriety you will in such cases have from me the most

unqualified support. I hope, however, that by the same regard to discretion on this

point which has been exhibited by your body hitherto, excepting in a few instances, you

will increase your popularity and gain the support of the gentry of the country, without

which your usefulness must be consxderably diminished. You will pay particular attention to

the suggestions (communicating them always to me) of the custodes of your respective

parishes, where they do not interfere with your view of the law. You will make it a point

when accidentally in their neighbourhood, and that it does not interfere with your

avocations, to wait upon them respectfully at intervals. While however I impress upon

you the necessity of conciliating those whose authority is now vested in a great measure in

you, do not mistake me in thinking that a less awful responsibility rests on you in
respect
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respect to your conduct to the apprentices; remember that you are sent here to be their
rotectors, and that it is as well your duty to protect them in all their legitimate rights

as to support their masters in theirs. The particular details of the manner in which
those rights are to be protected on both srdes wxll follow this memorandum; by them you
will be guided in the manner I have before stated. Some few general observations I will,
however, here add. You will recollect that you are a magistrate for the purposes of this
Act all over the island, and that you therefore can every where in Jamaica act between
master and apprentice in their respective relation to one another; or between apprentice
and apprentice, and between apprentice and any other person, not his master and mistress,
as far as the punishment of the apprentice oes, and that your jurisdiction as local
ma istrate of the parish in which you reside ena les you to inflict any punishment on any
individual, not his employer, who may ill-use him; you must, however, look to the law
for your guide in this respect, as in many cases, such' as assault, 8w. it will require two
local magistrates to act. Prefer always to take sufiicient time to decide carefully any
case which may come before you, rather than hurry from place to place to have a greater
number of miles on your list ; and in your adjudications of punishments take this as your
grand end and object, the total abolition of the lash. The great diminution of the
number of punishments of this description which I notice in the returns of the special
justices induces me to hope that ere long, as the apprentices understand the law better,
and feel that it must be obeyed, the use of this degrading and cruel mode of punishment
may be entirely abandoned. It is not to be understood from what is here said that I mean
to recommend any deviation from the law, or to say that you shall not adopt that mode of
punishment which the law says shall be resorted to; on you devolves that discretion. But I
feel assured that it is only necessary to call your attention to the hopes I entertain, and
that your own feeling of humanity, and justice also, will lead you to strike out the happy
line in this respect, which is so much to be desired. You must feel that your Principal
reliance for the carrying into effect the provisions of the law must be on the police ; you
will, therefore, cautiously watch their proceedings ; you will visit their stations, and parade
the men as often as you pass near their quarters, and report to me the state they are in,
making such observations to the oflicer in command as you shall deem expedient. Should
any thing not alluded to in these instructions come under your observation, you will
please to communicate it to me ; if it is to he considered confidential, you Will mark it so ;
if only to be opened by myself, it is to be marked “Private,” and then it will remain
unopened by my secretary until my return, in case of my temporary absence from the seat
of government.

INSTRUCTIONS.

No. 1.——REPORT your arrival by the first post after you shall have reached your district.
No. 2.——Visit each property in it, and take a note of its produce, whether sugar, pimento,

coffee, ginger or pen; of the proprietor, attorney and overseer’s name; the number of
apprentices, male and female, on it, and keep this book for reference, if called for.
No. 3.—Divide our whole district into regular daily routes for ten days, leaving

Sunday and one other day in the week at liberty, so that each property in it shall be visitea
once in each fortnight, as the law prescribes. By the particular day being named, the
Overseers and apprentices will know on what days, twice in the month, they may expect
you. When this division is made, send to this office a copy of the several routes, which I
request you will keep to as much as possible; do not, however, imagine that on an exigency
you are not to go to any estate where your services are necessary, breaking through those
rules. In such cases, however, which is to be avoided as much as possible, you will the
following day make the visit for which that day is appointed, and endeavour on some rest
day to make up the deficient visits ; so that because you miss your usual visit on one day,
you shall not make all the other visits come on different days from those appointed. You
will act similarly in cases of sickness. Send a copy of this arrangement to the office as
soon as made, in Order that it may be seen how far it is deviated from.

No. 4.-—Should any fire, calamity, or other exigency, the act of God, occur on any estate,_
it is your duty to proceed there at once, and, to the exclusion of all other business, inves-
tigate, either alone or in company with other magistrates, as the case may be, the causes;
copies of the evidence adduced on such occasions to be taken down by you, as full and as
clearly as you can, and sent to this office with the result of your own opinion, and that of
yfiiur brothermagistrates, if .any have happened to have associated themselves with you in
t e in air .

No.q5.1Report monthly, in form of Schedule (A.), the estates you have visited in each
month, placing the figures after the name, as for example, “ Fort Stewart, 15th, 28th,”
signifying that you have visited such estate on such days. Any property not visited in the
month you will enter in its proper column, adding under it in red ink the reason; for
example, “ Bellevue”—“ Johbers working on Mount Plenty”-—“ Arcadia”—“ Rivers not‘
passable,’ and so on. Any that you have not had time to visit you will add afterwards,
stating why you have not had time. You will date it at the top and sign it at the bottom.
The names to be all placed alphabetically in this list.

Fix to hold a session one day in each week at a convenient place. Saturday ap ears .
appropriate, as then the negroes can come in their own time to complain, but in di erent
districts different days may suit best; those you find established you had better adhere to,
unless cause to change be shown to you.

1 66. No. 6.
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NO. 6,—Make a weekly return as in form (B.), stating the whole distance you travel in
each day, including back 'ournies. Add up in place column at the bottom, in red ink, the
number of estates visited in that week, and in the complainant’s column at the bottom, also
in red ink, the number of properties at which during that week no complaints of either side
have been made. In this return you must mark all the occurrences of each day, noting
Sunday or any other day of rest as such, so that each day may be accounted for. Place
under plaintiff’s name his denomination, such as overseer, attorney or apprentice, and under
defendant’s the same. Specify crime in complaint column. If the crime he negligence,
specify what sort of ne ligence, and similarly of insolence, insubordination, neglect of duty,
or any of those indefinite sort of charges, if made. In case of gangs being sentenced to
repay time, the names not to be Specified; but every mdmdual who receives any punish-
ment excepting as aforesaid, where a whole gang are condemned indiscriminately to re-
payment of time, must be inserted. You will keep an accurate note of all the occurrences
which take place on each estate in a book which you will keep for reference, in case I shall
ask for any future explanation. You will each evening, after your labours shall have termi-
nated, transcribeinto the sheet to be sent to me, the occurrences of the day, so that you may
not lose the day on which the post goes off in doing this.

No. 7.—As it is of the utmost consequence that I should get these diaries and reports
regularly, I make it an imperative point that they shall be sent off punctually. I can admit
of no excuse, except illness, for the omission.
No. 8.—In case you shall find yourself taken ill, you must request some person to notify

it to me directly, and send in your medical certificate as soon as possible. The probable
period of duration of the illness, if of a nature to allow of such a calculation, to be
mentioned. .
N0. 9.——You will accompany each week’s diary by a brief account of the state of your

district for that week. You will write this in the usual way (on half a sheet of foolscap
folded across in four folds), for uniformity in the office. It is not to be written and folded
as a sheet of post paper, but written on the half sheet, as if it were a whole sheet. You
will insert in these reports any remarks you may think expedient to make on the conduct
of the masters and ap rentices towards each other respectively, as to their industry, the
state of the crops or the weather, or any other matter worth of notice.

No. 10.——On other separate half sheets of foolscap, similarly folded, you will answer any
remarks I have made, either by letter through my secretary, or on my red ink slips, or any
other matter on which you want advice or instruction, or which you think fit to inform me
of. Should you wish to communicate to me any matter privately, which you do not wish
to go into my office till I shall have first formed my opinion on it, you will send it sepa-
rate, marked “ Confidential,” and directed to me; it will then be openedonly by m self. All the
other reports, notices and valuations as are not included in this notice, you wil place in one
envelope and direct to me. The sli s I send are to be copied into your general instruc-
tion book, with the number of eac inserted, so that by reference to that number I can
see what were the directions contained in them. The slips themselves you will return,
with your answer to them.

No. 1 1.~—All valuations you will make a return of to me, the first post after you shall
have made them, in the foi‘m marked (0.), whether paid or not, marking them accordingly.
In case you shall not be able conscientiously to accede to the terms agreed to by the other
magistrates, you will decline to sign the valuation certificate, and send to me the whole pro-
ceedings. Too exact attention to the law cannot be paid in these valuations. In case of
any difference of valuation, you will always insert the opinion of each magistrate, in order
that I may ascertain where the fault lies. Always ask the apprentices if they have any
witnesses they wish to have called. Though your decision is to be founded on justice and
impartiality, remember you are particularly appointed by the law to see that the interests of
the apprentices are not neglected. The tenth clause of the Abolition Act directs that wit-
nesses must be examined on oath relative to the value of the services of any apprentice, and
you will take care that all evidence in such cases be upon oath. The notice required to be
given to the person entitled to or interested in the service of the apprentice or otherwise,
slé‘ould be a formal written notice, or a letter, not a verbal message, to the following
e ect :-

“ Sir, ,
“ You are hereby required to take notice, that I shall proceed, on the day of

to the valuation of at and I request you will appoint a 'ustice
who shall meet me there on that day, to proceed to the said valuation, according to t e Act
4 Will. 4, cap. 41.” ‘
You will not agree to any postponement of valuation, unless with full and free consent of

the apprentice, at the request of any person, as it is his right to have himself valued when
he pleases. The law clearly points out your course, when the magistrate appointed by the
owner does not appear. I recommend reference to the custos of the arish when in any.
difficulty on such matters. All these valuations must, as I have sai before, he sent 111,
whether paid or not, or whether agreed to or not, by the first post after you make the m.
All manumissions by agreement, if signed by you as s ecial, you will report as such ; each
valuation to be on a se arate sheet of paper; and I) cannot too strongly urge an exact
adherence to the Acts which relate to it. Although the Act, making the deductions for con-
tingencies one-third, is expired, it having formerly received the sanction of the island legis-
Iature, I strongly recommend its being adhered to as much as possibl in al valuatio us.

No. 12.—-The Act points out in what cases the money is to be paid to the receivelr-
genera ;



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 223

general; you will pay strict attention to this, as you are responsible for the money till it
reaches him. -

No. 13.-—On each 1st January, 1st April, Ist July and let October, you will transmit to
me an abstract of all valuations in the preceding quarter, in form ofreturn marked (D.) You
will also return each week, in your general report, any previous valuations which have been
paid to you, and not before reported as paid.
No. 14.—'l‘he amount of all fines levied by you under the Act, you will pay once a week

to the deputy receiver-general, and report the same to me in your weekly diary.
No. 15.——ln the adjudication of punishment you will observe the following rules: No

corporal punishment to be inflicted without your own presence or that of some officer or
non-commissioned officer of police, who is to report same to you; and see that the amount
of your sentence is not exceeded. You will write down on paper for that purpose the
amount of punishment. You will also write it down in the estate’s book, so that when any
fresh magistrate comes and finds any person in confinement or suflerin any punishment, he
will know whether it be legal or the reverse. As corporal punishment as much diminished
in this island, so much so indeed as to render it probable that ere long it will be possible
without injury to dispense with it entirely, as has been done in other islands, ou will sub-
stitute for it in every possible case other description of punishments. You wil in all cases
give the estates, when possible, the advantage ofit, inasmuch as the offence is in general
to its detriment. Should a certain time of labour be equivalent in your idea for the offence
committed, and that it is necessary that the culprit should be sent to the enal gang, you
will so apportion the Punishment, that half the time shall be in the penal) gang, and the
other half in extra time to repay the estate’s loss. You will recollect that the increased
Work cannot exceed fifteen hours a week, and that it is very advisable that they should
have every other Saturday for their grounds; in case it shall so happen that it is not conve-
nient to give every other Saturday, you must take care that the estate shall feed the appren-
tice while he has not time allowed him to work his grounds. It would be expedient that any
repayment of time lost should be made rather greater than what has been illegally taken, as,
otherwise, it would be a simple exchange of time at apprentice’s pleasure, to his master’s
detriment. I therefore would suggest, for example, that if a man were forty holes short, he
should be condemned to repay the forty lost, and twenty holes as a punishment, and so on
in other matters.

But in case you shall find that any complaint is made by any manager which has the
appearance of being frivolous, or if such is the general character of the complaints on that
estate, you will, instead of making the negro pay time to the estate, assign him such other
punishment, either in the workhouse or otherwise, as you shall think proper.

In cases of habitual runaways, they ought to be condemned to additional labour in their
own time now, during the continuance of their apprenticeships, and to a prolongation, to
the amount of absence, after the apprenticeship shall have terminated, deducting the
amount that was paid during it ; say every second Saturday, or something of the sort-
Where confinement is adj udged necessary, its severity may be increased by ordering diet of
low description and small quantity. But it must be remembered that, by the common law,
all persons detained in any private lace of confinement, whether under the name of hos-
pital or cell, or any other, must be ed by the proprietor of such place of confinement.
You will suggest to each overseer in your district, the expediency of keeping a book on

the estate in the form of that in Schedule (1).), and entering regular] ' every offence in that
book; and when the special magistrate shall have heard the case, he will then insert the
sentence in the proper column, With his signature.
A book of twenty inches in width will afford sufficient space for the columns required to

be filled u , and may be twelve inches in length.
You wil on all occasions, in visiting a property, whether you are called upon to adjudicate

or not, enter our name in a book on the property, as a token of your visit.
No. l6.— n case you shall be under any difficulty as to ascertaining whether the amount

ofwork done in any given time is such as it ought to be, you will request three respectable
overseers or other persons to visit the place, and then swear them to the truth of their opi-
nion. It will remain for you to use your own discretion afterwards as to the amount you
will decree.

N0. 17.——Although your district is pointed out to on, as your commission is for the whole
island, you will consider yourself bound to 0 out 0 it in .case of any superior emergency,
which will render your presence necessary e sewhere. In like manner, though your district
is in your own charge, it is competent for any other magistrate to visit it ; indeed, it is the
duty of any magistrate passing through it to report to me what he sees there, and to set
right any thing he finds wrong.
No. 18.—Every magistrate must consider himself liable to be removed at any moment

from his district to any other ifthe public service renders it desirable; but, as I know this to
e inconvenient, I wish to avoid changes as much. as possible. .
No. 19.—-No magistrate must leave his district on his own private business Without my

leave, which, when convenient, will rarely be refused; but every magistrate who passes
through Spanish Town is required to report himself at my office, in case I should have
occasion to have a personal interview with him; or if he should be in Kingston, he will
inquire daily at the post-office for letters from the King’s House. . _ _

No. 20.—-—As the'master can legally apportion the hours of labour to which hers entitled,
as he pleases, in the first five days of the week, it will be your duty to support him in domg
so ; but you will exert your best energies and anxious endeavours to promote the mne hour
system in preference to that of eight hours.

106. N0. 21 .
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No. 21.—You will pay strict attention to the law respecting provision grounds, their dis-
tance, the apprentices not being deprived of those they held before the Abolition, Without
their free consent to any change—see 45th, 46th, 47th, 48th and 49th Clauses of the
Abolition Act.
You will periodically make returns on these points, not only from the managers, 8tc., but

from the drivers, constables and other people in open court; and on each estate, if the

grounds are neglected, you will re nest the estate to put them in order, and make the

ap rentice re ay the time at fifteen ours a week to the estate. _

o. 22.—— n consequence of orders to that effect, lately received from the Colonial Office,
you must immediately after the expiration of every month transmit to me a. statement,
specifying the number of letters received in the course of such month upon the service of
the magistracy, and upon which you claim repayment of postage, with the amount paid;
and explanation should be given of any circumstance that may have occasioned an unusual
amount of the charge.
To this statement, showing the total amount paid in that month, you will annex the fol-

lowing declaration :-- .

“I hereby certify, upon my honour, that I have paid the sum of for
postage of letters solely on public and official business, from the day of to
the day of inclusive, and there is not therein included the postage of any
letters relative to my own private concerns.”

Should such claim not be made to me by the first post—day after the expiration of each
month, no attention will be paid to it, and you will be deprived of reimbursement. Though
sent in monthly, they will be paid to you quarterly with the salary.
No. 23.- -Where the apprentices have to go a distance to work off the property on which

they live, you will allow them, out of their master’s time, at the rate of three miles an hour

to reach the ground. If work is neglected, the most advisable punishment is to make
them give out of their own time a proportionate repayment.
No. 24.—You will be very particular in drawing up warrants for the committal of appren-

tices, after the trial and conviction, to state the complaint, the conviction and sentence;
and you must in such committal direct the gaoler or keeper of the house of correction to
receive the offender for the Purpose of undergoing the sentence awarded.
No. 25.—ln case you are in any doubt as to the meaning or intention of the law, you are

freely to refer to me your case, written out at full length, and you shall have the necessary
trepl .

N); 26.—You have no right to inquire into title of apprentice property, but all you have
to ascertain is, how the ri ht has been exercised from the 28th August 1832, and the
manner, in case a claim ma e for the service of an apprentice shall be denied by himself.

No. 27.—When you shall be called upon by me for a special report for England, you will
please to understand that you are not expected to specify the condition of each estate, but
to go to more length than usual in your weekly reports on the state of your district. You
are to put into it any matter which may be of interest or advantage to the colony, that the
British government should be acquainted with; you will give an accurate resumé of your
observations since the last special report, as to the industry of the apprentices, the increase
or decrease of offences, of what nature the offences generally are, the good or bad feeling
between masters and apprentices, the state the negro grounds' are in, whether complaints
have increased or diminished; in what state is the labour usual for the time of year, is it
more or less forward than last year, or the average of other years. You will add anythinfi
else which you may consider expedient, recollecting that, in all probability, your report wil
be submitted to Parliament, and published. This report you will send in when I write to
you a circular, calling for your special report, under rule 27.
No. 28.—-As any manager, 8w. is guilty of a misdemeanor, who places in confinement

an apprentice without due cause, or who does not report it to the special magistrate on his
first visit, it is your duty to give him the opportunity of reporting it, but just before you
leave the property you will ask if he has any more business, and if he says not, you will
then make inquiries on this point and inflict such penalties in the first place for the non-
reporting, and in the second place for improper coercion, if such shall be proved, as may
seem expedient to you. As I have reason to think that the practice of managers confining
the apprentices most illegally on frivolous pretexts has been adopted, I request you will
make particular imiuiries into this abuse, and report to me every case of it which you shall
discover. You wil also ascertain that sufficient food has been given at estate’s expense
when confined either in cell or hos pital; that proper distinction of sexes is observed ; that
due decencies are maintained. [For the penalty, see the Abolition Act.]

No. 29.—Be careful in your inquiries on all occasions as to medical attendance, supply
of clothing, attention to sick, feeble, old and sitting down people. Recollect that the
mothers of six children are compellable only to do light work.

No. 3o.——-You Will insert your name in the estate’s book every time you shall visit it, and
your sentence, ifyou have occasion to pass any ; and if they will not keep a book for you, you
W111 decline to pass any sentence until they either do so, or give you a slip of paper on which
to write. your sentence; and I require, in the most anxious manner, that no sentence should
be assed without being written down.

9. 31 ._—-You will visit the hospitals and cells frequently and at uncertain times, and report
specially in'your weekly diary, after each estate’s name, you have done so. You will see if
they are clean and in good order, 8L0.

No. 32.——lt having been found advisable that all special justices should wear an uniforfm
o a
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ofa particular description, as well to secure the respect of the negroes to the character of that
officer, as to inform them when they see him riding out, that he is one of the persons de-
puted by-law to settle all differences between them and their employers, I have to request
most urgently that no specral justice will appear any where out of his own house in any
other manner than in uniform, whether that uniform be jacket or coat, or of what material
is of no consequence, provided that the colours are such as are laid down.
No. 33.—Local magistratesmay, under theVagrant Act,commit any person being a vagrant;

but if it is ascertained that he is a runaway (as by the British Act, which supersedes all
colonial laws made in opposition to its principles, it is laid down that special justices shall
alone adj udicate cases between masters and apprentices in those respective relations), they
can only commit for trial before a special justice.

Such runaway must therefore be brought before a special justice directly for trial, and he
will then act by him in the manner laid down in the 34th instruction. It will therefore be
your duty, in all cases where you hear of runaways being apprehended, to take measures
agreeably to the instructions therein contained.
No. 34.—Whenever any person is brought before you as an alleged runaway, it will be your

duty, in case you see cause to remand him, to commit him for a reasonable time, in order to
ascertain whether he be really one or not ; you will therefore in your committal express that
he is committed for a specific reasonable time for re-examination. This can be done as often
as necessary; you will recommend his being advertised three times according to the usage
under the slave law, and if not then claimed, you must bring him to trial for his crime of
absence. You will then, giving due warning, try him ; and recollect that you have no power
to leave him in confinement at all, after that final examination or trial, unless you receive
sufficient evidence on oath that the individual is a runaway. If you do receive such evi-
dence, should any good reason be shown that evidence not then at hand will be procured,
it will remain for you to exercise your discretion as to remanding him. If however no
evidence is adduced, and on see no likelihood of any further evidence being brou ht for-
ward, you will see the justice of finding the prisoner not guilty of the offence with w ich he
is charged, namely, absence from his employer’s service, and will dismiss him at once.

Should he declare that he is a runaway from any particular person, you will write or re-
uest the supervisor to write to that person, that such person is in confinement. Should

t e owner be unwilling to receive him, that is no reason why the individual should, on that
account, he kept in confinement; he may be passed on, according to law, to his owner, and
if that owner then refuses to receive him, the parish may proceed at once against him for
the expenses. No detention for fees is legal ; if therefore any supervisor detains any person
one hour longer than his sentence, as expressed in the committal, he is guilty of false im-
prisonment.

No. 35.~—You will observe by the 4th clause of the Abolition Act, that all apprenticed
labourers shall be divided into three distinct classes, viz.

Pradials attached to the soil.
Praedials not attached to the soil.
Non-praedials.

The first class comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually employed
in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands belonging
to their owners.

The second class comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually
employed in agriculture and colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands NOT belonging to their
owners.
[The third class comprising all apprentices not included in eitlzer of (lie two preceding

4: asses.
In the first class is to be comprehended all persons on estates, on sugar properties, cofi'ee

plantations, pimento settlements, pens, mountain properties, and other small settlements,
who are employed in agriculture and the production of colonial produce, viz. sugar, rum,
coffee, pimento, cattle and stock, ginger, arrow root, ground provision and corn, sale of
Wood and grass, or any other produce of the soil.

In the second class is to be comprehended all persons on estates or sugar properties, coffee
plantations, pimento settlements, pens, mountain properties, and other small settlements,
who have been employed at labour, and assisting in the production of colonial produce on
other properties (i. e.) persons usually called in this country jobbers.

In the third class is to be‘comprehended all apprentices who have not been employed in
agriculture, such as domestic and other servants on sugar estates, coflee plantations, pimento
settlements, pens, mountain properties and other small settlements, as well as in villages,
towns and cities ; also all artificers, butohers, bakers, gardeners, about towns ; storehouse-
men, fishermen, wharfmen, orters, draymen, and every description of persons engaged in
employment in and about a louse, tavern, store or warehouse.
The first and second of these classes to continue in apprenticeship until the lst of

August 1840.
The third class to continue in apprenticeship until the 1st of August 1838.
As this distinction between praedial and non-praedial labourers was designed to separate-

the whole slave population into two great classes; the first comprising those by whose
agency the work of the plantations to which they belonged, or upon which they were hired,
had been usually done; the second comprising all the rest: you will take notice, that a—
cooper, for example, em loyed in the city of Kingston by a master, selling or repairing
caskggor the public at arge, would be a non-prmdial; while a man engaged in the very

l . '
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same occupation by the owner of ayarticular estate, for the purposes of that estate, would
be a praedial apprentice. The principle of this distinction seems to be, that the established

usages of the colonies admitted the occasxonal transfer of the plantation cooper to the field,
but was directly opposed to making any such use of the servrces of the cooper accustomed to
work under a master tradesman. If, therefore, a tradesmen on an estate is not employed by

his master at his trade, he is liable, being a przedial, to perform any other labour on the
estate which he is equal to, if so required by his owner or employer.

There is a proviso to the 4th clause to the following effect, “ That no person of the age of

twelve years and upwards shall be included in either of the two classes ofprwdial appren-
ticed labourers,” unless such person shall for twelve calendar months at least before the
28th August 1833, have been habitually employed in agriculture.
Now, this proviso appears to have been inserted for the express purpose of embracing in

the third class those persons who, when in a state of slavery, were exempt from agriculture,
either from disease, or mental or bodily infirmity, age, parents of six or more children, persons
who,from some cause, were permitted to absent themselves, either from the service rendered b
their husbands or by themselves, faithful servants to the owners, now absent from the islan ,
and many others who were indulged as slaves, and not called upon to labour, but who, if
compelled now to labour, would be included in the two first classes; and as every case of
this sort would rest upon its own merits, this proviso was made in order that the justice of
the peace holding a special commission might have a discretionary power, after due investi-
gation, not to permit the apprentice to be more oppressed in his present condition than when
in a state of slaverywthe Act being one of amelioration, enlarging the benefits of the subject,
and not to oppress or abridge their former privileges.

It will therefore be your duty so to use the discretion Which is vested in you, as to carry into
correct effect the law as explained in this paragraph. In any case where any aged apprentice
of either sex, who has been for some time what is here called sitting down or exempted from
labour for any cause arising from debility, age or bodily infirmity for a certain period
revious to the lst August 1834, or who is now in such state as to render him or her

incapable of working in the field or mill, you will use your own discretion as to compl ing
or not with any wish which may be ex ressed by any proprietor or person acting for im,
that he or she shall be so employed. on will, however, report to me, in due course, the
circumstance. '

No. 36.—-—In replying to or acknowledging any letter from my office, please always to state
the number and date such communication bore. This must be punctually attended to, as it
facilitates references to the correspondence, and is indispensably necessary.

No. 37.——-I request that in your future weekly reports, whenever you have had the good
fortune to avoid the infliction of corporal punishment, you will be so good as make a note
at the bottom of the report, under the amount of miles travelled, “ No corporal punishment
this week.”

No. 38.— Questions having frequently arisen as to the liability of pregnant women to repay
to their masters the time lost prior to delivery in childbirth, and suckling and nursing their
children, I beg to draw your attention, when any complaint may be made by the master
against an apprentice under those circumstances, to the following observations:
As sickness is a lawful cause of neglecting the employer’s work, there does not appear

any distinction between those ailments which beset the human frame from other causes, and
those to which it is subject in childbirth and its consequences.
With respect to their attendance on sick children, much will depend upon the reality and

nature of the illness, and ,the extent of time devoted to that duty in each particular case.
But as it could never be intended, in defining the rights of the employer, to supersede the
paramount obligations of a mother towards her offspring in such cases; so it would be more
unreasonable to visit by any penal infliction a mother who neglected her duties to her
employer, for the sole purpose of afl'ording her child that aid which the state of the disease
might require at her hands. But if such an apology be untruly alleged as an excuse for
idleness, or to deprive the employer of the time he is entitled to, it would become a case to
be dealt with as any other unfounded pretext for avoiding duty. As often, however, as
suflicient cause is shown, and the time taken be to a reasonable extent, women, under those
circumstances, do not appear liable to repay the time lost.

No. 39.—It having been considered of importance by the Secretary of State for the colo-
nies, that the names of the witnesses on both sides, and a brief summary of the evidence pro-
duced, or rather the facts proved in each case on which you shall have adjudicated, should
be added to the information conveyed to me in your present weekly reports, I am anxious to
carry into effect his orders on this point in the manner the least irksome to you, and in that
which will least increase your already too laborious duties. I am aware that if these
particulars were to be added to the diaries, you would be unable, without the assistance of a
clerk, to get through nearly so much business as you do now.

I have therefore to suggest, with a view to the furtherance of the wishes of the Colonial
Secretary, and to save you as much as possible the trouble of transcribing, that you should
send up to my office, half-yearly, the book in which you enter at night the evidenee which
you. have taken in the day ; this will remain in the office as a record for reference, as well on
your part as on that of the Government, or any person who may require it. under my sanction.
As on already keep such a book, the only additional trouble which this will occasion you

is, per ans, to write it rather neater than you have been in the habit of doing, and instead of
having it of various sizes, to be of that called the Foolseap.

(signed) Sligo.
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SCHEDULE (A.)

LIST of PROPERTIES in the District of Special Justice
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Names of Properties not visited this Month. Properties visited this Month. Date: when visited.
i-

BELLEVUE. i Four STEWA m. 15th.—-28th.
Jobbers working on Mount Plenty. }

9

iARCADIA. ;

Rivers not passable. ‘

g

SCHEDULE (B.)

SPECIAL MAGIS'rRATE’s REPORT.

Miles Number
‘ ‘ 'l'\ l‘ I "l" I ‘ A . .Date. Place. travelled. Complainant. (‘ . D of 0832::qu

 

 

 

    
l _______

  
SCHEDULE (0.)

VALUATION RETURN.

Spanish Town, May 1, 1835.

 

Nme of Apprentice. Age. Health. C L A S S.

 David Ellis, of Bushy Park - 47 Good. Pradia] attached ; estate's carpenter.

 

W. Pollock, Esq.,]
A. Murplt , Esq.,]
H. Mares: , Esq., Special Justice.

Witness for Estate:
James Haughton, esq., overseer of Bushy Park estate, states that David Ellis is a first-rate carpenter; that he is in charge of the gang, is sober and industrious, has never beena runaway, and is well worth 601. a year to the estate.
Thomas Johnson, overseer of Amity H all estate, swears that he has known David Ellismany years, and agrees in all that has been said by Mr. Haughton, excepting as to thevalue of his services, which he considers worth no more than 50 l. a year.

Associate Justices.

Apprentice Witness:
David Ellis being asked .whether he had any witnesses to produce, declares he hasnone.
After some consideration it appeared that

Mr. Pollock valued him at - - - - - - - £3.60.
Mr. Murphy at - - - - - - - - - 50.
Mr. Moresby at - - - - - - - - - 50.

£50. a year agreed on.
Four years and three months - - - - 13.212 10 —
Deduct one—third contingencies - - - - - 70 16 8

Net sum awarded - - - - - - - £141 13 4
 

Sum not paid. Apprentice said it was too much.
Henry Moresby, Special Justice.

1 66.
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JAMAICA SCHEDULE (D.)

LIST of VALUATIONS during the Quarter ending

Date 0‘ Name of Apprentice. The Estate or Parish. Class. Value. If paid or not.
Vahmtion. Master’s Name.

5
l

l

SCHEDULE (E.)

REGISTRY of ACCUSATIONS brought against the Apprentices on Estate,

and Decisions thereon.

i i N f S M m-- ' me 0 pecial Cases of minor
Date of Name of the | Alleged Date of TM] l Justiw by whom im 0mm“ noticed

By whom Charged. Names of Witnesses. before a l the case was heard p
alleged Offence. Accused. Offence. , and his Decision by the Attorney or

: Special Just‘ice. thereon. Overseer.
i

   

       
 

The overseer on estate will not on any account neglect to enter in
this book all accusations against the apprentices attached to estate
under his charge, and he will best study the real interests of the property, as well as the
peace and domestic comforts of all classes employed thereon, by a well considered and
judicious exercise of his own discretion in reprimanding and pardoning all cases of a trivial
nature (on the promise of future good conduct made on the part of the apprentice), being
careful to enter the same in the column for that purpose; and in every case of this nature
to sign his name, under such remarks as he may consider the nature of the case in
prudence calls for. All entries made by the overseer in this book to be done during the
hours of relaxation from labour at noon in each day, the Constables and parties accused of
crime to be present; the crime with which the party stands charged; name or names of
the party charging him or her with the same, and names of the witnesses in support of the
charge, to be read to the accused party in presence of the constables, and the same
will be attended to in all cases of reprimand or pardon granted by the overseer. This book.
with'other writing materials, to be kept in a desk or table in the overseer’s house, where the
special 'ustice can have free access to the same at all times of visiting the property, and
in who he the special justice will please to enter such remarks as he may consider
necessary, and .sign his name. On all occasions of apprentices being brought to a trial
before a. special justice (whether on the property or at any other place) this book to be
submitted tothe justice for his inspection; and in order that a true record may be kept,
the special justice will particularly oblige by entering his decisions, and signing the
same.
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COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, N0‘ 197'
My Lord, 6th February 1836.

MUCH having been said here relative to the reports of the state of the island
made by me in the Blue book, and much blame having been attributed to me for
having expressed an opinion that the conduct of the overseers and managers in
the parish of St. James’s was more in opposition to the new system than in
any other parish in the island, I have caused a list of the fines inflicted on each
individual in the island during the month of January to be extracted from the
magistrates’ reports, in order that your Lordship may see that St. James’s is still
subject to that observation. It is however but right to say, that the general
character of the reports from the parish have lately much improved, and I have
received reports from the special magistrates stationed in it, Without a single case
of complaint. By communicating to your Lordship the names of the individuals
so offending, the stigma will be affixed on those who deserve it, and not on inno-
cent persons.

I also have the honour to enclose the report of miles travelled, &c., during
this month. Your Lordship will perceive that the number of estates where no
complaints are made are regularly increasing in proportion, which I consider
to be a most favourable symptom. I have also added another column to the
January return, namely, that of the number of reports or weekly diaries of each
magistrate, Where no corporal punishment has been inflicted during that week.
As my great object is, and must be, to get rid entirely of that degrading mode of
punishment as soon as possible, I have desired the magistrates to make a note
at the bottom of each of their weekly diaries, When they shall have been so for-
tunate as to be able to avoid inflicting any lashes during that week. I think
that this order has more forcibly impressed on the magistrates the necessity of
substituting other punishments for the lash, and that whether in consequence or
from accident, less corporal punishment has been inflicted since that order has
been issued than before. Mr. Daughtrey, in a letter which I received on the
23d January, informs me that the managers of three of the principal sugar
estates in his district had told him that the labour they now get is fully equal to
what it was under the old system. At Halifax, the seat of Mr. Hodgson in St.
Mary’s, they have agreed‘to work from sun-rise to sun-set during crop, to be
paid back the time out of crap. This is a most liberal offer on their part, as the
crop in that parish lasts almost all the year round. At Gorhen, Tuchy Hill,
Eagle and Russell Hall, the negroes have agreed to take off the crop, working
from sun-rise till sun-set, at the rate of 38. 4d. currency for the first spell
gang, and 2s. 6d. for the second, terms which, I must say, I think are reasonable
enough.

It is proper that I should here again inform your Lordship, very early in the
crop, that it will be a very short one this year; I have received advices from all
quarters to this effect, and enclose two respecting Trelawny Which are very de-
cided as to the cause. By mentioning it thus early, I prevent the failure being
attributed to the want of industry among the negroes. I send one enclosure
respecting the difficulty of keeping the return of evidence required by your
Lordship, which I fully agree in, and likewise several original letters from the
.special justices on various interesting subjects.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

1 66. Enclosure
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Enclosure 1, in No. 197.

EXTRACTED from the SPECIAL MAGISTRATES’ REPORTS, received in the Month of January 1836.

 

 
 

 
         
 

 

  

No. Date. Place. $313212); Complainant. Defendant. Complaint. Decision. Parish.

1836.
'\

1 Jan. 14 Newman Hall W. Cunaby Rosetta Graham - Mr. Wilson, over. - - Confining 24 hour! - - Fined Mr. Wilson StJames,
in dark room. 11 l l. for ingrceration.
- - Confining can 24 - - Fined efeudant l I. S . .

2 ” ” ” " Sukey Graham I - - ditto - hours in dark room for upon each complaint. t qufl'

3 " ” ” ” Fanny Thompson refusing to work.

4 ,, 12 Retimment . ,, James Scott - Mr. Gilbert - ;-hContinuedcuefrom - - Fined Mr. Gilbert SLJamet
‘ t . 3L

5 ,, 15 Spring Mount ,, Mr.Madc1en,over. D. Samuell, ap. - - - Insolence and re- - - Dismissed, as de- St. Jam.
fuss! to obey orders. fendant was incarcera-

ted; fined 11. for in-
carceration. ‘

6 ,, l4 CmVaIley - T.A. Dillon- Angus Higgins - Mr. Arkinstall - - - Far giving him I Fined l l. - - St. Ann's.

slap on the fwe.

7 ,. 2 Montego Bay R. B. Faoey- Joseph Milne - Eliz. Ogle, owner - - For an assault M: Fined 21. . . St. James.

her instance.

8 ,. 4 Roehampton ,, Robert Sterling - David Boyd - - - For confining cnm- - - Fined'5 I. and to re- St. Jameu.

Estate. plainant 6 daysin dark pay 3 days.
room.

9 ,, l5 Kinguton - W. Gilliam - C.Dewdney,owner J. Moody,ap. - Neglect of work - -- A switching and 1 Kingston.
week treadmill; at the

same time fined Mr.
Dewdney II. for beating
apprentice.

10 n '9 :9 ’9 Martha Glasspole C. A.Creen, owner Assault - - Fined 103. - - Kingston.

11 n 7 ., ,, Lucretia - - Amelia Sedden - - - Withholding allow. Fined 21. - Kingston.
~ anoe.

12 n 4 Abudeen-eourt C. Hawkins- R. Gordon,ap. - George Nesbitt - - - For striking him To pay 51. - - Trelawney.
and taking away a horse
he was taking to the
pound for a trespass 1m
negro grounds.

13 ,, 16 Rio 13qu ' ., Susan Reid, ap. - Mary A. Thompson - - Forbeatingtheeom— Sentenced to pay 51. - Trelawney.
laimmt.

14 n 13 Richmond Hill 3- Hnn-in - DuncanM‘Donald --Duncan M‘Pher- £’- Locking complain- Fined 10:. - - St. Thomas

son, overseer. ant up more than 24 Vale.

hours.

15 n ,, Berkshire H ,, BessyAnn Henry W. Martin, overseer - - Assault and false Fined 21. 10 s. - St. Thomas

imprisonment. Vale.

l6 ., ,, ,, Amelia Davis . - ditto . - - - Inattention whilst Fined 51. - . St. Thomas
in hot-house. Vale.

l7 ,, 4 Mount Veinon E. B. Lyon - Ellen M‘Pherson Kenneth M‘Pherson Assault - . Fined 1 l. - . St. Thomas
East.

18 u n Monelgue - H. Laidlaw - Michael Ratigan- Miss J. Ratigan . Switching him - - Imposednfine ofl5s. - St. Ann.

19 n x n - ditto - James Osborne - - - ditto - - - - ditto 103. - St. Ann.

20 u w u ,, Joseph Hamilton Mr. C. Hamilton - - dim - - - - Fined Mr. Hamilton St. Ann.
I 1. -

21 n 9) Main Savanna J. Langtishe Polidore - - Mrs.Townshend- Beating complainant - Fined 51. - - Clnmldon.

22 n n ,. ,, - ditto - Mr. Townshend - - dim . - - Fined 51. - - . Clarendon.

23 n ” Jobbs Hill - R. S.Lambert J. Farquhnrson - M. Kelly, owner Amult - - _- Fined 31. to the King i St. Mary.

24 n 2 Ramble - W- Marlton- J. Smith, overseer E. Robinson, up. - - Neglect of duty an - - Defendant acquitted ‘: St. Maw.

insolence to MLSmith. and Mr. Smith fined '
21. for assaulting de-
fendant, who gave no

‘ r .
provocation.

2" n 7 Union - J. Woolfrys Henry Huggin - J. Drake, overseer Striking him with astick 3- To pay 21. or five St- Ann-

_
aye in gawl.

2‘) ,.. 5 ?lgsgow - A. Welch — A1ex.'l'homas - Mr. M‘Catty . Striking him - - Fined 5s. - - Manchester-

27 ,. 1 51mm; Garden R. S.Cooper Mary Mitchell - Francis Blakeley Illegally confining in cell - - Fified 11. and nd- St- Jama-
monis ed.

28 3 n 23 Retreat - C. D. Bnynes Sally Watts - Duncan Hamilton - - Firstimprisoning be- Fined 21. 10 s. - St- J01“

1
youd 24 hours; second,

0 ( confining her in all.

:9 ‘ n n Montage Bay W. Cnrnaby EH1. Spence - Mr. Lumley - Switching complainant Fined Mr. Lumley 31- Sh James.

”0 l n 25 rimbiflllpton R. B. Facey Ann M‘Intosh - Mr. Lumley - - - Knockiug'basket off Fined 51. - - ShJames'
her head. ' ‘

31 ’ ,. 21 Pe tersfield - C. Hamilton Henry Rainfard - Mr. Kuckahn - - - For shooting com- - - Fined 1 l. tobepaid Pm" “0“"

plainant’s hog and ap- to complainant.

propriating the body to

a his use. - ,,.

3- ,. 23 Radon? Hall J. Harris - J. F.M‘Dennott Mr. F. M‘Glashan Assault and battery - Fined 51. - - S’xl‘fm”
urt .

-.

33 n 25 Moneague - H. Laidlaw- Elenor Thomas - Mr. E. Hamilton Beating her . - Fined 11. - - St- An“;

34 i u 9-1 Pemberton W. Multan James Reid - Arthur Bucknell- - - Assaulting complain- To pay a fine of 51. - St. Mar)-

Vm‘Y- Int with a supple jack

,, - and shooting his dog. _ ‘ \l q _

3" i ” 21 IndustryCoun H- Walsh - 22 Apprentices - - - GeorgeMiddle- - - For not fulfillinghis - - Found guilty, and 5L: M-

1 Don, overseer of contract with the ap- fined 61. by virtue of

! Goshen Estate. prenticeswithinthe given 49th and Slst of the

period, as will be shown Abolition Act.

by contract of 10th Feb.

— —— 1822;-.. .._

RECAPITULATION.

I '
“ ' ' "" "i

In St. James' - - 10 cases. St.'l'homu Vale - 4 cases. Manchester - - l W-

St; Ann - ~ 6 St. Thomas East - 1 St. John - - l

ngfitofl - - 8 Clarendon - . 2 Port Royal - - .1

Trelawney - - 2 St.Mnry - - - 4 ——
Torn. - 35
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- '1 I ‘ .Enclosure 2, 1n No. 197. JAB A (’A
_ . Enclosure 2, in

RETURN of the Number of M1188 travelled, and Estates v181ted, by the Special Magistrates, up to N0. 197.
28le January 1836.

Week ending Week ending WeL-k ending Week ending TOTA
7th January 1836. 14th January 1836. 219t January 1836. 28th January 1836. I“

N AM ES 3 d 3 3 E . 2 _ § .1

f 1,. . fig . . 3 ‘a a 3 3 3 3‘50 :_‘ ,5 .E I ‘ :2 ”.- 6 I u-c ' fl .

= §§g~2£= 33.33535 §§€13= 33531353; 33 $3MAGISTRATES. g '5 s g 2.2 5 5 4 a g; g -; 4 5 g; E -; 4 E gg :1 -E “E g
‘“ §§°~23 33255:: 73°5=~ 3.12021:
.2 gg=§3§ 3:33:03 9 3530-2 9 33380-5 9 ‘3 ‘32- .. m =1 -- 1n ‘5 = . 3 *5 s -'= u 1; o = 1; 3“3 5119374912 mmfiéig'a'mgmfifiémz 11111117415 2 1:1 111%

l . l 1.Alley, W. H. - 92 12 9 — 57 9 8 § Domeshc calmmty 74 13 12 § 223 34 29

‘Baines, '1‘. J. - 58 14 10 § 59 11 9 - 74 10 7 § 82 15 12 § 273 45 38Bay..e,., E. D. - 61 10 7 § 109 18 11 — 74 14 6 — 92 19 3 - 336 61 37
13911, W. A. - 93 17 6 § 64 13 12 § - On leave — 67 21 19 § 224 51 47
Buume, Stephen - 64 8 3 — 59 8 7 § Attending Assim 170 13 7 —- 293 29 17

Carnal1y,William - — ~ - — 52 20 16 § 71 20 14 S 48 17 2 § 171 57 42
oxking, Ralph - 58 18 15 § 87 22 21 § 82 22 19 — 66 17 6 § 293 86 71
Connor, N. A. - Sick.
Cooper, R. s. - 72 22 17 § Removing District 64 21 16 5 52 16 11 § 198 59 44

l
Danghtrey, John - 32 5 4 § - Fever - 55 11 8 § 59 12 11 § 146 28 23
Davies, Thomas - 51 14 13 § 50 7 4 § 87 18 15 - 65 13 13 § 253 52 45
Dawson, J. K. - 28 12 11 § 41 18 14 — 56 13 9 — 34 17 13 - 159 60 47
Dillon, '1‘. A. ~ 53 8 7 § 153 23 21 - 108 17 13 — 144 23 19 § 458 71 60
Dunne, Patrick - 84 25 16 — 67 18 13 § 73 14 7 § 75 26 21 § 299 83 57

Ewart, David - 52 11 7 § 57 lo 7 — 66 14 8 § 47 8 2 § 222 43 24

Facey, Richard B. 98 22 17 § 94 22 17 § 117 21 12 — 81 15 10 § 390 80 56
Patter, Simeon - - Fever — - Removing to Clarendon 57 15 12 § 78 24 23 § 135 39 35
Finlaysou, W. - 69 21 14 § 75 21 17 § 69 21 16 § 70 22 16 § 283 85 63
Fishbourne, E. E. 28 7 2 § 56 22 8 — 20 9 9 § 87 26 19 1 - 191 54 38
Fyfe, Alexander E. 50 8 2 — 74 15 9 - 61 9 7 - Domestic calamity 18-5 32 18

IGurley, John - 72 14 8 - 70 15 4 - 59 12 8 -- —- On leave - 20] 41 30
Gillam, William - - — — — Attending in Kingston during Captain Connor’s illness.

Hamilton, C. - 83 24 19 § 74 22 13 § 60 2o -16 _ 76 25 15 § 293 91 63
Harris, James - 84 18 13 _ 41 11 7 — 49 11 6 § 81 18 10 - 255 68 36
Hawkins, Charles - 72 12 10 § 1 74 18 14 — 99 21 14 -— 68 20 16 § 313 71 54
Higgins, G. 0. - 59 17 11 - 5 56 14 10 — 119 28 25 — 82 23 20 — 316 82 66
Hewitt, William - 82 19 ll — l 54 9 8 - 72 l5 l2 - On leave ‘ 203 53 31
Hu1m0,J. R. - 95 18 14 § 1 85 28 22 — 70 I 14 10 » 89 27 24 — 339 87 70

Jones,Tho1uasW. 102 16 10 .1 ; 96 17 12 — 58 i 8 1 — 99 24 15 — 355 60 38 ‘

Kelly,1).w. - 93 24 22 _ 73 22 17 § 59 3 15 13 § 82 24 21 § 307 85 73
Kent, Henry - 84 14 9 - g 79 12 9 - 70 i 21 17 § 80 22 16 § 313 79 51

Laidlnwv Henry - 77 17 5 § 1 77 18 11 — 87 I 19 12 § 93 18 12 § 334 72 50
Lamhert, R. s. - 60 18 10 _ € 54 15 10 — On leave __ 79 25 13 1 - 193 58 41
Langrishe, R. s. - 72 13 10 _ I — Fever _ — — _ Died 1411 January 1836 — 72 13 10
Lloyd, Samuel - 68 15 9 .. 1122 19 6 4 98 6 5 | — 56 13 11 - 344 53 41
Lynn, Edmund B. 51 10 7 .- I 41 7 2 - — On leave - - — " 92 l7 9

Mnrltnn, w.1~'. - 69 9 5 - i — On leave - 111 20 12 .. 67 11 5 — 247 30 22
M‘Leod, A. N. - 27 14 9 — 27 7 5 — 27 13 7 — 31 9 5 § 112 43 26
Moresby, Henry - 38 13 10 ~ 76 13 S — 49 18 lb - 66 15 14 " 229 59 47
Nolan, James - 81 25 21 _ 93 21 13 — 104 31 23 - 103 26 19 - 381 93 76

0‘19“, John — RemovinngL Jumea‘s 42 13 8 -— — A Removing to St. James’s " 42 13 8
Oliver, Thoma - 108 17 14 — 92 19 16 -- 100 f. 16 13 i -— 108 17 10 ’ 408 69 58

Penne11,R. c. . 80 17 14 _ 95 11 8 ~ 75 i 11 7 .. 85 16 15 — 335 55 42
Philp, 1‘11de D. 102 23 19 — 106 23 20 § 105 a 21 18 § 104 24 21 § 417 91 7B
Pryce, Samuel - 63 19 16 - 57 18 13 — 9 ' 5 3 — 15 11 7 —- 144 43 39

Ramgay, William - — — - - — — — On pol1ce duty.
Ruwllnson, 8. ~. 53 16 15 ‘§ 57 17 11 — 55 16 14 § 30 10 7 ~ 195 59 47
Reynolds, John . 55 11 9 § 31 10 8 § 99 16 14 — 86 10 i 9 § 271 47 40

301118qu.11. . — Fever -- - 26 9 - 7 — 78 2s 23 . g - Fever — — 104 37 30
St. John, Richard Bad weather - Attendi g Surly Assizes —- -— 1 44 10 10 § 44 10 10

1 l 3 1
Thomas, J. R. - RemovingtoTrelavmy 72 25 19 — 54 I 20 14 -— ' 47 24 18 - 173 69 5]
Thompson, Robert 59 8 5 § 39 9 8 § 43 11 3 - i 76 ll 6 - 237 39 22

Walsh, Henry - 65 19 18 § 69 23 22 § 91 17 11 §! 91 15 8 ~ 316 74 59
wglch,Ar1hur . 83 27 26 § 84 23 18 — 102 20 17 — 94 28 26 _ 363 98 87
Willis, George - 62 15 9 — 80 19 12 ~ 71 12 6 ~ 58 10 8 — 271 56 35
lefrys, John - 112 31 1o — 110 26 22 — 124 33. 28 — 1127 31 29 § 473 121 89

1‘0“], - . . 13,449 3,085 2,315     
N. B.—-The mark § in the fourth column of each week denotes that no corporal punishment has been inflicted.
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Enclosure 35, in No. 197.

MR. THARPE’s SCHOOL NOTICE.
Trelawny, Jamaica, 1st January 1836,

SCHOOL AT THE Goon HOPE ESTATE.
UNDER the sanction of Mr. Thorpe, Ihave undertaken the superintendence of aschool for

the education of free children, gratis; and intend shortly to make the necessary arrange.
ments for establishing a Sunday school for the purpose of teaching the adult apprentices.
to read the Scriptures. .

(s1gned) Percival Benton, Master.

I sanction the above school, and freely admit its benefits to all free children and adults in

the surrounding districts.
(signed) Wm. Tharpe.

 

To THE APPRENTICES 0F TRELAWNY.
Apprentices !

I HAVE great satisfaction in callin upon you to send your children to the above school,

and pledge you my word that you wi l have nothing to pay for their education; and that I

will afford you every protection and assistance in teaching your children to read, and I hope

you will continue to behave well for such an act of goodness from your master, and you will
find me to be your sincere friend and protector under the law and the directions of our good
Governor, his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo.

(signed) Samuel Pryce, 5. J.

My Lord, Falmouth, Trelawny, 31st January 1836.

PERMIT me, with great respect, to lay before your Lordship a monthly return of the pro-

perties in my district, and the dates when each was visited, trusting that such will not fall
short of your Lordship’s expectations.

It is with the greatest satisfaction I am enabled to report to your Lordship the’ continued
orderly, quiet and contented state of the apprentices in this district, and I trust long to trace

such comforting account to your Lordship, of Falmouth district.
Crop is commencing generally here, and I am under some little apprehension that a

change to the eight hour systm is under contemplation in several quarters, to the effect of

unsettling the apprentices’ mind for a short time ; but your Lordship may rely on my efforts
keeping pace Wlth circumstances on this head, as they may transpire, until all shall work
smooth again. In some parts of this district, I regret to say, a great defalcation of crop is

expected, owing to the late long prevalence of dry weather. One property has cut 27 acres,

and realize barely 7 hhds.; another has cut 36 acres with hardly so good a return.

I have, Ste.

(signed) Jas. Rawlins Thomas, Lieut. R. N., s. J.

WEEKLY BRIEF REPORT, ending 2d February 1836.
My Lord,

THE past week we have had fine showers of rain: as heretofore this district has been

particularly dry, while the eastern part of this, as well as the parish of St. James’s, appears to

have been much more fortunate.
- Mr. W. Dexter, an experienced planter, has a reed in opinion with me, that this year’s

crop will be the smallest that Trelawny has ma e for many years, and as he h0pes and.

expects ever will make, arising solely from the want of timely and good seasons.

(signed) S. Pryce, s. J.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo,

8m. 8m. 8m.

 

My Lord, Tenach , Clarendon, 3d. February i836:

I HAVE no alteration to make in the general report of t e state of my district: all is gonng-

on Well. A few complaints have been made With respect to turnlng out on one or two pro-

perties, but I apprehend it to be more from a misunderstanding, In consequence of their being

employed in their own time for wages than from disposition. _ . .

I regret much to report, that the people of Lucky Valley have. sohcnted employment m

their own time during crop for the usual rate of wages, and as yet It has been refused.

I have, 8m.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J07"! Gurley, 5- J-
&c. Sac. Soc. 'w My.
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My Lord, Unity Hall, 2d February 1836.
IN making my monthly report, I have the honour to state, that I consider the apprentices

progressively improving in their worh and in their conduct: the master, kind and indulgent,
looking over many faults upon promises of amendment: the sugar that is being made of a
superior quality, which may be attributed to fine seasons and less night work. The appren‘
tices attend some place of worship most respectably dressed, and attentive during service;
their conduct to those in authority much more respectful ; and they seem to understand the
law which impels the master and the apprentice to look to each other for acts of kindness and
obedience better than they did. I have 8w

(signed) Thomas J. Baines, s. J.

M Lord, Charlton, 3d Februar 1836.Y Y
I HAVE removed my residence to this place; it is nearer the centre of my district than

Logan Castle.

All the sugar properties in my district are busily engaged in the manufacture of sugar and
rum. The apprentices on most properties seem to be giving satisfaction; but on some the
planters complain, though as yet not officially to me, that their mill—hands do not grind a
sufficient quantity of liquor per diem. Should complaints of this nature be regularly brought
before me, I shall avail myself of the suggestion of your Excellency, and request the attend-
ance of respectable planters to give me their sworn opinions.
We have had a few fine sho wers of rain lately, which will be beneficial to the young plants,

without inconveniencing the making of sugar: the weather previously was dry.
The most material case that occurred during that week was that of the Rose Hall people

having a quantity of sugar and not being able to account for the possession of the same ; and
the fact is worthy of notice, that although the utmost pecuniary penalty was awarded, three of
them, common field labourers, had the money to Pay the same ; the others had not the money,
in consequence they are now suffering the imprisonment. The sugar was condemned, and
will be sold. There is a doubt whether, under the police law, Grant, the arish constable,
should or should not get the 151. cash, as well as the proceeds of the sale 0 the sugar taken
from each party. I solicit your Excellency’s direction herein. William Edwards, an appren-
tice, valued on 12th December last, paid the amount on Tuesday last, which I handed over
to his late master. I am 8:0.

(signed) Jas. Harris, 5. J.

 

My Lord, Montego Bay, 26th January 1836.
I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Excellency my third weekly report for properties

under my care in this district.
I have little to communicate in addition to my two last reports, but that the different

estates are getting the crop quietly and speedily off the ground, and on many, double the
quantity of sugar is made in one week, compared with what was done in the same period last
year. I have, 8m.

(signed) Wm. Carnaby, s. J.

My Lord, — Montego Bay, 26th January 1836.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Excellency my report for the last week, with

three relative valuation returns.
Some discontent has appeared among the apprentices at. Spring (in St. James’s parish), in

consequence of the usual Christmas allowance of fish having been withheld; and at Salt-
spring estate and Harsfield, owing to the overseers putting them upon the eight hour sys-
tem of labour during crop, and thus depriving them of the half Fridays. In other respectsthe people in my district are behaving properly, and the crops are improving.

l have, 8Lc.

(signed) Walter Finlayson, s. J.
 

My Lord, Warwick, 27th January 1836.
THE district continues orderly, and work goes on well on this side; the crop is for themost part all picked, and they are cleaning the fields.

_ There is little or no complaint from any quarter, and the planters are satisfied that property
IS perfectly secure during the apprenticeship. Several are importing emigrants ; manydecline doing so : one property that is receiving seventeen would gladly be without them.

1 66. It
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It is a pity the Africans taken in the slavers 06“ Cuba are not sent here and apprenticed ;

it would save their being slaves for life, which they are In Cuba, and benefit this country.

The crew of the schooner that was wrecked here have turned out remarkably well; they were

all apprenticed in or about Kingston: it would materially check the traffic in slaves; and I

recommend the subject to the serious consideration of your Excellency. ‘

I have, 8L0.

(signed) Arthur Welch, s. J.

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 26th January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the past week, with returns of three cases

of valuation. The conduct of the apprentices in my district is steady; they are industrious

and attentive to their duty. The cane fields appear in good condition, and the weather has

been favourable for the young canes in plant. As far as I can ascertain, there is every

reason to be satisfied with the good disposition of the labourers. Reasonable and steady

managers have no trouble with the apprentices; they inform me that this year’s crop will

exceed the last. The great point in the manager is to keep faith with the people, and

where they are not getting old allowances and indulgences, to be strict with their shell-
blow ; for when the apprentice fancies he is cheated, he becomes sulky, and does not labour

cheerfully. I recommended this to the Fontabelle manager, and ad vised him that concilia-

 

tion was better than coercion. I have, 8w.

(signed) W“ Marlton, s. J.

My Lord, Montego Bay, 12th January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose to our Excellency my first report on the district in this

arish, formerly under the charge otyMr. Special Justice Cooper, and now, by your Excel-

ency’s directions, placed under my care 5 with the valuation of Mary Reid, apprentice on

Worcester estate.

So far as my very limited experience goes, I am happy to inform your Excellency, that

the apprentices on mostly the whole of the estates in this district are working cheerfully;

and it is a gratifying fact, that this year they are willing to work during crop in their own time

for payment. Indeed, upon one estate theonly complaint was the novel one, that though

willing to do so, the gentleman in charge being stron -handed, and not having the means

from his employers placed at his disposal, could not, owever anxious himself to encourage
such a laudable feeling, comply with the request of the complainants, by employing the
whole of them during their own time for payment.

The mills I have visited are generally “ about,” and the apprentices agreeing with their
masters for the extra hours, without the intervention of the special justice.

I have, 8w.

(signed) Wm Carnaby, s. J.

My Lord, Retirement, Great House, 12th January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose my weekly diary. The sheet exhibits 23 estates visited,

153 miles travelled, and three punishments. The number of apprentices, I beg to acquaint

your Excellency, exceeds 1,100, without including the attached praedials on the. several set-

tlements not entitled to a call from the visiting magistrate; and when I remind your Lord-

ship that this is the season of excitement and excess, it gives me a strong assurance that

my hopes and anticipations will be realized. I have 8Lc, .

(signed) T. A. Dillon, 5. M.

 

MY LOId, Logan Castle, 26th January 1836.

I HAVE the honour ofacknowledging the receipt of the circular, No. 655; most hap y

shall I be to do every thing in my power to meet the wishes of your Excellency on t 6

subject; the particulars thus required will very materially increase, as your Excellency has

been graciously pleased to remark our already too laborious duties.

My
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My only fear is, that a portion of each day must inevitably be devoted to ensure the
due performance of this duty, and that therefore the various properties may not receive
those regular visits which have been hitherto paid. Your Lordship’s suggestion to enter
fairly at night the evidence taken .1" the day is excellent ; but after a day’s exhaustion of
the powers, both mentally and bodily, one feels rather disinclined to prolong the period
of labour.

Your Excellency has not fixed the time for which this book of evidence should be kept;
Itherefore progose to commence on the 1st proximo, but shall, nevertheless, cheerfully
begin from suc other date as your Excellency may appoint.

I have, 8w.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Jac Harris, 5. J.

 

—No. 198.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, February 25, 1836.

IN making to you my usual general report of the state of the island for the
past fortnight, I regret to say that, though, generally speaking, it will be quite as
favourable as usual, there have occurred in that time some individual instances of
misconduct on estates which I cannot attribute to any satisfactory cause.

In Vere, a parish quite marked for its fertility and the good conduct of the
negroes, on one estate, Dunkney’s, a great spirit of resistance and insubordina-
tion appeared ; the negroes came up to me three times; the last time I felt it my
duty to send them back in the custody of the police, as it was a day on which
I knew they had been sentenced to work by the special justice. The effect of
so doing, and of my sending there to assist Mr. Nolan, Mr. Emery, a special
justice and county inspector of police for Middlesex, was very beneficial, as all
is this day reported to me to be going on very well there. There were one or
two other estates near Dunkney’s which gave symptoms of insubordination, but
by Mr. Nolan’s excellent and prompt measures they were all pacified. In Cla-
rendon also, a peculiarly quiet parish, on Parnassus estate, in the management
of Mr. Bernard, a most humane man, the whole gang refused to work for
wages, or to do any thing they were ordered; Mr. Chamberlaine, however, one of
the recently appointed stipendiaries, a young man ofcolour, having been called in,
he soworked upontheir feelings that they all agreed to turn out, and have since been
conducting themselves, I hear,verywell. In Mr.Farrar’s late district in St. James’s,
I do not find, however, so good a report as in the rest of the parish ; I fear that
that gentleman has latterly suffered more from ill health than I imagined, and
not exhibited the energy I supposed he possessed, or which he did possess,
when he first went there. I have the honour to enclose herewith various docu-
ments, some in original and some copies ; for the various objects indorsed on
them I do not consider it necessary to allude to any save two, namely, those
respecting the estates in the management of Mr. Nockells, in St. Thomas in the
East, by which it will appear how much better the property at Mount Pleasant
went on when he was off the island last year than this year when he interfered.
I wonder very much at his sudden adoption of this course, Which appears to be
both inhuman and injudicious. I have &c

. , .

(signed) Sligo.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 198.

DOCUMENTS relative to various Matters.

No. l.—EXTRACT of a letter of Mr. Baynes, special justice, showing the utility of the
police force.

Nos.2, 3, 4, 5 8L 6.—0f the superiority of the nine—hour system over the eight—hour
plan, as before often described by me.

No. 7.—Mr. Marlton, of the effect of conciliation being so superior to coercion.

No. 8.——Mr. Finlayson’s idea of the improbability of the valuators changing their opinions
as to the deduction to he made from the value of the apprentices for contingencies
No. 9.—Improved understanding in St. James’s parish, in Mr. Facey’s district.

No. 10.—Mr. Odell’s report of the state of his new (late Mr. Farrar’s) district ; by which
.it will appear that little trouble was taken to explain to the apprentices the law

No. 1 1.—Mr. Harris, stating the great increase of cultivation this year.

No. 12.—The anxiety of the negroes to work for hire : Dr. Hulme.
Nos. 13 8c 14.—-—Messrs. Lyon and Ewart, of Mr. Nockells’, of Mount Pleasant, conduct

of his negroes.
No. 15.—Mr. Daughtrey: favourable state of parish.
No. 16.-Mr. Welch’s peculiar position of Manchester.

 

(No. 1.)

EXTRACT of a Letter from Special Justice Baynec, dated 17th February 1836.

I HAVE the honour to forward the usual diary, and re ret that your Excellency will find it
an unusually heavy one. The apprentices of Water ount estate have in particular been
behavin§ extremely ill: six of the ablest hands have run away, and Mr. Petrle, the overseer.
is fearfu of others following their example. I attribute the whole of this bad conduct to
the want of a. police force in the parish, and I earnestly entreat your Excellency to send me
a detachment of at least ten privates and two non-commissioned officers (several of them
able to read and write), without which I cannot guarantee the continuance of order, industry
and tranquillity in the parish. I have this day forwarded a requisition from Mr. Petrie to
the inspector general of police fora party to look after the deserters from Water Mount.

NOTE by the Marquis of Sligo.
P_OLICE force not in this parish,because the vestry Will not repair the place they had as a

station, and we cannot procure a plece for them fit to hold them. A sergeant and ten men
are, however, ordered up to Mr. Justice Baynes’ own house for the present.

 

(No. 2.)

My Lord, Moneague, 16th February 1836.
I HAVE the honour of enclosing my report for the week ending of this date, and also the

valuation return therein referred to.

I beg leave to refer to my several weekly reports for some months past, as afi‘ording the
most satisfactory evidence of the good conduct of the people, and the well working of the
apprenticeship system in this district. It must be satisfactory to your Lordship to observe
that not only have complaints greatly diminished, but that those which are brought forward
are generally of a very trifling character.

I have also much gratification in re orting to your Excellency, that petty thefts, at one

period so prevalent, have now become 0 comparative rare occurrence. Although these crimes

are no longer cognizable by the special magistrate, he has still the best opportunity of forming
an opinion as to their prevalence, as he is always applied to in the first instance.

I have used every exertion in my power, for a very considerable period, to promote the
adoption of the nine hour system in preference to that of eight hours; and I am happy to be

able to report to your Excellency that either every half Friday or every alternate Friday is

.now, with scarcely a single exception, generally allowed to the apprentices in this district.

Iehave, 8L6.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Laidlaw.
8m. 8m. 8w.
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(No. 3.)

My Lord, St. Thomas Vale, Charlton, 17th February 1836.
I HAVE to report to your Lordship, that every thing in my district continues to proceed in

a steady pleasant manner: the weather just now is and for some time past has been very
favourable for the manufacture of sugar. Complaints are few, and I have had the good for-
tune this week to avoid using the lash. There has been within the last three weeks a change
of overseers on Bybrook: negroes always try to get the upper hand, if possible, with a “ new
hand,” and in this instance they endeavoured, contrary to express orders, to retain their half
Fridays during crop. The apprentices evinced a slight spirit of insubordiriation, but I inter-
fered, and I think I may say with confidence, that they are satisfied they were in the wrong,
and will conduct themselves correctly in future. I am, Sic.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Harris,, 5. J.
x. s. P., Ste. 8L0. 8Lc.

(No. 4.)

Special Justice Cocking’s REPORT of state of his District.

Tm; apprentices are workin much better this week, and there are no complaints from
either master or apprentice, wit the exception of the one noticed in my diary; still the want
of uniformity in the hours of working, as well as the rate of wages (during crop) awarded to
the latter arty, requires to be seriously considered by those in charge of properties, as itwould temi) to the double purpose of expediting the taking off of the crops, and easing theminds of the apprentices from any unpleasant or fallacious opinions they may have imbibed.

St. James’s, 15th February 1836. (signed) R. Cooking, 8. M.
 

(No. 5.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 16th February 1836.
I HAVE the honour to transmit your Excellency my report for last week, with the relative

valuation of Eliza Hall.
Having been through the great majority of the estates under my charge during this andlast week, I have much reason to be satisfied with their state; and it gives me pleasure to,inform your Excellency, that the preparations for next crop are in a very forward condition.I only regret that the system of labour is not universal, because, where the managers adoptthe eight hours, general discontent prevails at the Friday afternoon being taken away fromthe apprentice, though on many estates, working five days a week is indispensable during

 

crop. I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Wm. Carnaby, s. J.

8w. Ste. 8w.

(No. 6.)
My Lord, Montego Bay: 23d February 1836.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency my report for last week.
Every thing continues to go on upon the different properties under my charge prosper-ously ; and I am glad to say, that upon the estate of Retirement, the attorney, M r. James,has this morning upon my suggestion reverted to the nine hours’ system,thereby giving the

Friday afternoon.

As the day lengthens and the crop proceeds, I hope to be able to report to your Excel-lency, that others have followed the example of Retirement.

I have, Sic-
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) William Carnaby, s. J.

8w. 8m. 8w. '

 

(No. 7.)

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 16th February 1836._I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the past week and to represent to your Lord-ship the continued good conduct. of the apprenticed labourers. I am satisfied that the mana-gers 12 general have every reason to be pleased with the apprentices under their care, andl 6
that
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that they (the managers) evince a disposjtion to comply with the suggestions contained in

your Lordship’s instructions to the specxal magistrate, and 1t wrlhbe my duty to give them

my best support, for the interest of the estates where such a disposmon exists. I have

laboured to convince both parties, that my support is only to be given to the quiet and

correct ; that conciliation is preferable to coercion. The roads from heavy rain are in a bad

state; and many estates will be late with their crop in consequence of the weather. I have

not been able to dispense with corporal punishment during the past week, conceiving it my

duty to visit with such punishment cases of insolence an repeated wilful misconduct. '

 

I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) I’Villiam Ilfarltmt, s. J.

8L0. 8m. 8w.

(No. 8.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 23d February 1836.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving our Excellency’s letter of the 18th instant, No.

1,351, with the accompanying memoran um, which is now returned.

The two apprentices referred to would be placed in a worse situation than they were, if

they were now to apply for anew valuation. They have been already valued,anda majority

of the magistrates found them entitled to a deduction of 3:1. for contingencies. But the

proprietors, magistrates, thought a third too much, and accordingly refused to sign the dis-

charges; and they would still continue to do the same in every succeeding valuation, if

their views were not adopted.

 

I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Walter Finlayson, s. J.

810. 8m. 8w.

(No. 9.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 23d February 1836.

I TAKE leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s commands contained in your

circular of the 16th inst. ; they shall be strictly attended to.

I have much pleasure in communicatin§ to your Lordship the good conduct and con-

tinued industry of the apprentices; that have ,been successful in my endeavours to pro-

cure the herrings in one or two properties where it had been discontinued, and that a much

 

better understanding exists between both parties. '
I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. B. Facey, s. J.

8L0. 8L0. Scot

(N o. 10.)

My Lord, Haughton Grove, 23d February 1836.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that although the peace of the district

remains undisturbed, complaints, and those not of a trmal nature, against the apprentices

are but too frequent.

This latter fact your Lordship will perceive palpably enough on referring to my diary.

However painful it must be to me to be obliged to make so unfavourable a statement to

your Lordship, I by no means despair of being able before many weeks shall have elapsed,

to present you with a very different one. I must observe to your Lordship, that there does

appear to me to be a strange ignorance of the law and the present order of things amonget

the apprentices in this district; and I have also remarked wrth regret, that they do not: to

presence of the special magistrate, conduct themselves with that decorum and propriety

which I have witnessed with so much pleasure elsewhere.

To remove these evils and promote a better system ofthings shall be, your Lordship mey

feel assured, my future object. I have See

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, ‘ (signed) John Odell, 5. J. -

2m. 8w. Sic. .
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(No. 11.)
My Lord, - Charlton, 23d February 1836.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency my diary for the last week,
which will show that no offence of a serious nature has been preferred during that period.
My district is proceeding steadily; several of the estates are still engaged in preparing land
to enlarge their cultivation of the cane. 1 may say, every estate in the district has or will
have established this fall a greater plant than in the year previous. Jobbing has been in
consequence in great demand. I

am, 8L0.
His Excellency the Marquis of SligO, (signed) James Harris, s.J.

8w. 8w. 8tc. '

 

(No. 12.)
My Lord, Hill Side, Lucea, 23d February 1836.

THE apprentices on the different estates visited this week are working cheerfully and well.
On some estates they are very anxious to work on the Saturdays for hire. The weather is
very favourable for crop, _but in the leeward part of the district they complain of the want of
rain, as they are putting in the spring plant.

I have the honour to enclose my diary and two valuation returns, and beg to remain, 8L0.

(signed) John R. Hulme.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo,

Ste. 8m. 8w.
 

(No. 13.)
My Lord, Palmetto River, 17th February 1836.

IT was with feelings of deep regret I found on Saturday last that several piccaniny mothers
from Mount Pleasant estate had followed me to Morant Bay, to complain of the oppressive
conduct of their master, Mr. Nockells ; and it was then for the first time I learned that
111'. Nockells had adopted the eight hour plan of working, and as if his object was to make
it as dis usting to the people as possible, he had stopped all allowances and taken away
their coo s, nurses and water—carriers; and as our Lordship will perceive from the com-
plaints of the women, which 1 have enclosed, as even refused them time to suckle their
children. I had hoped that all such barbarism had ceased, and would not have been again
attempted on any spot ; but it is peculiarly distressing that in the middle of crop it should
he introduced for the first time in a district remarkable for uniformity of labour and general
good conduct. ,

It is said that Mr. Nockells has adopted this harsh course in consequence of the people
refusing to agree to the same arrangement he did last year. I am quite sure Mr. Nockells
knew that if he Were anxious they should, by a reference to me, they would have imme-
diately entered into the old terms. A short time previous to Mr. Ewart visiting Mount
Pleasant, Mr. N. had expressed himself as extremely anxious to have the whole arrange-
ment renewed, and for that purpose directed all the head people to come to my house to
talk over the subject, which they did, and assured me that they and all the people would
very willingly go on as required ; this Mr. Nockells knew; but as if on purpose to throw an
obstacle in their way, he insisted, and would not make terms on any other condition (when
they were before Mr. Ewart), that all the free children (the majority of whom I believe were
ofl" the estate) should be made to work on the property and go to school; this I understand
was the cause of difference; and as they did not on a first interview with a stranger, and on
the first proposal of the subject to them instantly agree, the herrings were sold, the doctors
apprized they would not be paid for medical assistance to the children, and a whole com-
munity and s stem deranged, which last year I had been incessantly and anxiously
im ortuned to armonize and establish by the very individual now so reckless.

he consequences I fear will not be confined to Mount Pleasant, as it is situated in an
amphitheatre composed of five estates, and all regulated by one hell on Blue Mountain
estate, and all working the same number of hours in field and boiling house; and a variance
being now created, and for the first time, I think it possible dissatisfaction will ensue, and
consequently indolence and sulkiness, and perhaps crime. Your Lordship will be conferring
a great favour upon me to again have Mount Pleasant and Hall Head included in my district;
they are so by nature, being entirely insulated from any other portion of Mr. Ewart’s
district, separated by a ridge of mountains, a large river and the springs at Burquedier
Road. I ask this of your Lordship from my expectation and hope that through the con-
fidence the people have in me, and my long and thorough acquaintance with them, I may
be the means of restoring harmony amonrr them, and of preventing discord from extending
to others. I feel quite satisfied that hadI continued to visit Mount Pleasant, Mr. Nockells
would never have attempted to alter the arrangement or harass his people ; for to me at
least, and through me to the people, he was pledged to go on as before, and but for my
Illness about that time the agreement would have been reduced to writing.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon.

&c. &c. &c.
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Morant Bay, 13th February 1836.

Dorothy Grossell, of Mount Pleasant, complains that she was delivered at Christmas, and

is not allowed to suckle her child in the field; is not allowed time during the day for the

ur ose.
P (gecil'ia Franklin, of Mount Pleasant, complains that master sent word by head driver to tell

us we were not to have nurses, and all must answer with great gong. Mr.Nockells told us we

were not to have any time to suckle our children. Master has taken away the nurses, and

some of us have no family to take care of our children. Master said I should not have

any time of a mornind to dress my foot, but must do so at shell blow. We the piccaniny
O . .

mothers had no quarrel With master, but that some of the men complained of watching,

and then master quarrelled with us all.

Amelia Tye, Matilda Scott, Cash Stedman, Ann Richards.—The same complaint as above,

each with a suckling child.
Sarah Williams, of Mount Pleasant, pregnant, complains that there was no woman in the

field yesterday to give them water; that she went to the river to get some, when master

saw her from the house, and sent for her nd told her he would not allow her to do so, and

that on Monday when the magistrate camg he would have her brought up to be punished.

 

(No. 14.)

My Lord, Friendship Pen, 17th February 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose my diary for the past week, ending this day, and am happy

to inform your Lordship that complaints are rapidly decreasing.

It may be necessary to inform your Lordship, that on the 13th instant several women

attached to M ount Pleasant estate complained to me that the driver, acting as they pre-

sumed under the instructions of the manager, had refused to allow them any time to snckle

their children, and as I was almost certain that the grounds upon which the driver asserted

this authority had been unauthorized by Mr. Nockells, I wrote to that gentleman, informing

him that if the women neglected or refused to render to the manager the labour which

is actually his due, it might justly be exacted by the use of all authorized and requisite

punishment, but that no woman could be prevented, much less punished, for affording her

infant the only sustenance upon which the preservation of its health depends.

 

I have, 8m.

To the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) D. Ewart, s. M.

(No. 15.)

My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, February 16, 1836.

ALTHOUGH I never hesitated to discharge the sterner parts of my official uty when ne-

cessity required it, yet I confess it is a relief to my own feelings, as well as on other

accounts extremely gratifying, that such necessity now so rarely exists.

Your Excellency will have observed that there has not been a single case which has called

for corporal punishment since the commencement of the present year, and no severe award

of any kind. .

For some weeks past, indeed, there has been almost an exemption from punishment 1n

the district which I have the honour to superintend.

At Holland, under the encouragement of their respectable manager, Mr. M‘Donald, the

people have been carrying on the spell through great part of the night, in order to be pre-

pared for a ship which is shortly to sail. 0n the week before last they potted 23 hogsheads.

a considerably larger quantity than before the abolition. I have 8L0, .

(signed) J. Daughtrey.

 

(No. 16.)

My Lord, Warwick, February 17, 1836.

I HAVE the honour to send the accompanying diary.

The crop is generally finished; and I purpose shortly transmitting to your Excellency a

draught of the estates, with the number of working hands; the quantity of cofi'ee cured on

each, with the number of days jobbing; and the sum paid for such labour. The coffee

fields are beginning to be cleared, and the coffee is shipping as fast as it can be got down

to the wharf. It is worthy of remark as regards this district, that I believe, with the excep-

tion of one or two properties, there is hardly any incumbrance of debt or mortgage ; it may,

therefore, be taken as a fair sample, with this exception, that many of the apprentices have

been bought as slaves from the different workhouses, and therefore are not to be considered

of the Superior class, possessed of the esprit and old family pride of those on the sugar estates,

and one of the most valuable features in this stage of society to be maintained.

I have, 86c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) ' Arthur Welch, s. NI.

&c. 8w. Ste.
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Enclosure 2, in No. 198.

RETURN of the Number of Miles travelled, Estates visited, &c. &c. by Special Magistrates, in February 1836.

. Week ending 1' Week ending Week endin I . Week end‘
4th February 1836. 11111 February 1836. 18th February lg836. ! 25th Februaryu18836. TOTAL

M E s 3 v 2 . .
”A .' 2: E 2 ? E 2' L 2 £2:' ' “ .. ' ...: 2» ... - - .- ,_ . . a ‘5 . . a .5of 3724—12-2; 212—1...- 2172,22... 2 72 22-2»- .3 T” 771 -> agglsg > .9. :83; 31.9: 2:535“; .9325 5 g 5 £3 “53MAGISTRATES. g > slag— : > 38 {-118 .2 : > '53 5.: g > so &g g > so “.5g gwofl 2' g gang 54"" §°sz u “8.: v :3 ° 2.2

E 355-35:§ 55:55.21: a“170.5 g géfiog ,§ 3 £2 75“;

2 555m: fififiédfiln‘iéfiéifi 171752;: E 1:: 55 25
l l l

Alley, W. H. - - 42 8 7 5 - Fever § - Fever - - On leave - 42 8 7 5

11.1w. 7.1. - - 61 19 § § 90 12 s 5 62 11 11 § 72 11 11 § 285 44 38 24
Baynfi, E. D. - - 52 l I § 90 16 11 § 75 13 10 § 48 6 5 § 265 42 33 40

1321], W. A. - - 91 15 12 § 52 11 9 § - On leave - — On leave — 119 26 21 21
Bourne, Stephen - 1 1 14 I § 59 5 1 § 65 5 2 § 65 3 1 g 266 27 11 68

Camaby, William . - 52 19 17 § 39 13 11 § 55 26 l 1 — 29 10 7 § 175 68 46 45
Chamberlmne, R. Jun. - Z7 9 7 § 99 20 13 § 52 6 3 § Attending Grand (‘ourl 228 35 23 40
Cocking, R. - - 10 19 17 § 80 2O 13 § 68 18 17 § 85 21 18 § 303 78 65 8
Connor, N. A. - - - - — - - Died 9th February 1836.
Cooper, R. s. - - 76 13 9 § 63 19 15 § — Fever — - — — § 139 32 24 10

Daughtrey, John - 43 1 1 9 § 54 14 13 § 51 8 6 § 54 12 11 § 202 45 39 8

Dnvies, Thomas - - 60 12 7 — 67 13 5 § 57 13 10 — 55 14 12 § 239 52 34 64
Dawson, J. K. - - 50 10 6 — 47 19 15 § 60 13 9 § 32 17 13 - 189 59 33 101

Dillon,.1. A. - - 107 20 19 -- 1165 28 28 § 106 16 13 — 105 18 15 § 482 82 75 9

Dunne, Patrick - - 72 15 10 § 72 19 14 - 85 23 15 - 62 20 I4 - 291 77 53 54

Ewart, David - - 74 17 10 - 50 10 5 § 81 13 11 § 57 8 4 § 262 48 30 40

Facey,Richard B. - 79 12 7 § 85 12 5 § 96 15 9 § 64 12 4 § 324 51 25 55

Finlayson, William - 68 21 1 4 § 35 13 10 § 33 8 5 § 68 21 13 9 204 63 42 111

Fishbourne, E. E. - 65 11 11 § 63 19 9 ~ 99 18 11 — 67 15 8 - 294 63 39 79

Ffle, Alexander G. - - Fever — 59 16 10 — 34 8 3 - 56 15 9 - 149 39 22 93

Gurley, John W. - 69 21 8 — 59 10 5 — 69 21 12 - 79 11 5 - 272 63 30 58
01119111, William - - " - '7 '- - - -- Attending to ngston
(111m, .1. W. - - 43 15 12 § 95 11 9 § 72 18 15 § 84 9 4 § 294 53 40 50

Hunilton, C. - - 72 22 17 § 59 20 12 § 72 23 21 § 59 23 17 § 262 88 67 50
‘ MJflnu . . 101 18 12 - 80 17 9 § 1132 18 10 § 81 20 12 — 394 73 43 153

111wkins.Cha1-lea . 40 11 11 § 57 1s 14 g I 31 11 10 — s2 23 17 - 210 63 52 37
Higgins, George 0. - - On leave — — Removing to St. Andrew — — 40 19 17 § 40 19 17 2
Hewitt, William - ~ - N0 return — 43 5 2 - 79 16 11 § 116 l l 9 - 238 32 22 30

Hulme, J. R. - - 54 12 10 - 20 9 8 § 92 21 16 — 74 25 19 § 240 67 53 29

Jones, Thomas W. - 103 8 6 § Medical certificate 68 12 6 § - Fever - 171 20 12 1‘7

Kelly, D. W. o - 81 16 12 § 110 26 22 § 97 26 23 § 76 11 9 § 364 79 66 18
‘ Kant, Henry - - 73 15 13 § 30 3 2 § 68 19 14 § No return — - 189 37 29 45

Llidhw, Henry - - 73 19 16 — 73 16 14 § 95 22 18 § 89 17 14 § 330 74 62 22

14111111211, R. S. - - 52 17 9 - -— - - 011 eave — - — — — - - 52 17 9 24
Huyd, Samuel - - 110 20 16 - 90 17 14 - 68 12 11 — 134 21 16 - 402 70 57 33

L70", Edmund B. .. 54 7 2 - 79 12 12 § 91 11 6 — 104 13 11 § 328 43 31 37

Marlton, W. F. - ~ 60 9 6 § 82 11 8 - 94 12 9 - 100 10 4 — 336 42 27 47

M‘Leod, A. N. - - - 111 - - - Attending Grand Court.
Momby, Henry - - 48 17 15 - —- On leave - 52 22 20 -— 65 18 14 — 165 57 49 31

Nolan, James - - 132 22 19 § 87 27 23 § 133 24 22 — 102 26 22 § 454 99 86 43

0421!. John . - ~ — Removing to St. Jam's _ 22 7 3 — 25 7 1 g 47 14 4 67
Ohver, Thomas M. - 102 18 17 — - Attending Grand Court -— - — — — 102 18 17 3

I
P12111151], R. C. - - 39 7 4 — - Severe attack of fever — — - -— — - - 39 ‘ 7 , 4 30
Phdp. E. D. - - 104 23 22 § — On leave — s5 17 14 § 103 16 14 — 292 54 5o 13
Pryce, Samuel - - 97 50 43 - 46 20 16 § 77 29 21 § 74 27 21 § . 294 126 101 116

Rims)“, William - - - — - — — 0n police duty.
“11113011, S. ~ - —- 111 - - 59 '18 12 -— 53 19 17 - 80 22 18 - 192 59 47 19

Rernoldss, John . - 71 e 6 § 100 16 12 § — Attendinr Grand Court. - - 171 24 18 20

SW19}; W. H. - - — Fever - - - - — . ~ — — — - On leave.
81- John,- Richard - 55 12 s - - - m — — — — _ _ — - 55 1: 8 139

Thomas, J. R. - - 47 20 13 - 59 25 21 - 58 23 16 — 65 22 17 - 229 90 67 84

“mm, Robert - 46 9 8 -~ 45 1o 7 § 69 10 5 — 67 9 6 § 227 38 26 37

WEN!) Henry - - 7s 7 6 - 77 23 18 § 112 22 19 — 60 14 13 § 327 66 56 32
wfl$h1Arthur - - 93 27 26 - e7 17 16 — 62 19 18 <5 88 23 23 § 330 86 83 4
Wdhs, George - - 79 s 3 - 73 14 11 _ 59 13 7 § 69 16 13 § 285 51 34 37
lefrys, John . - 103 31 30 § - On leave - 94 33 30 § 92 27 23 ~ 289 91 83 17

Tam. - - - . 11,889 2,791 2,010 2,230      
N.B.—The mark § in the fourth column of each week denotes that no corporal punishment has been inflicted.
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—-—No. 199.--

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 13th February 1836.

I HAVE the honour herewith to send you two returns, Which I consider may be

useful; the first is a list furnished by the special magistrates of the description
of properties in their respective districts, Which may be useful in conveying some
curious statistical information respecting Jamaica.
The return of one magistrate alone is wanting.
The second return is one which it is my intention for the future to transmit

to you monthly, as being necessary to complete your knowlpdge of the proceed—

ings of the special justices here, and the nature of their dutles. Your Lordship

will, at all events, be able to detect the deficiency of zeal in any special justice
in case I should report it to your Lordship.
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 199.

RETURN of the Number of Properties and their Descriptions in each Special Magistrate's District,
on lst February 1836.
 

 

  
 

 

Susi Coffee _ - . Places not put in any
N A M E. P A R I S H. Estates Properties. Pens. Punento. Gmger. other Column. Total.

Alley, w. II. - - Rhnchester . . . 3335;; See Cofi'ee . . . . . - - 32

Baynes, E. D. - St. John - - 9 3 2 8 - - Five jabbing gangs - 22

Baines, Thomas J. . Stigmf” ‘1‘” 17 - - 2 - - - - - _ _ ,9

Bell, W. A. - - St. Elizabeth - l5 5 l3 2 _ - - .. . _ 35

Bourne, Stephen - St. Andrew‘s — No return, though repeatedly apphed for.

Carnaby, William _ St. James - - 24 l 11 6 ' - Tim wgmees _ - 45

Chambetlain, Richard Clarendon - - 8 10 15 - - - ' 1 guiseszgigmg 35

Connor, N. A. _ Kingston - - — - _ .. _ __ _

Cooking, Ralph - St. James - - 23 - - 3 6 - . - - _ 32

Cooper, R. S. - - Hanover - - 27 - - 3 - - - - - - _ 3o

Dunne, Patrick _ St. David - 9 21 2 - - - - - _ _ 32

Dunglnrey, John . St. Elizabeth - 3 1 l4 - - - - - _ _ 18

Davies, Thomas _ St. Mary - - l7 - ’ 8 - - - - One station-hnuae - 26

Damn, J. K. - SEEM? um} 22 - - 6 - - - - - - - 2s
. r- _

Dillon, T. A. - - St. Ann - - 7 {“3330 3 2a - - . - _ 35

Ewart, David - - { S‘hi‘t‘m‘j’ “‘61 m 2 - - - - Six jobbers, 1 town - %
Faeey, R. B. - - St. James - - 9 ' ' 2 ‘ ' 3 Nine settlements - 23
Finlayson, \Villiam - St. James - - 19 ' - l ' ' - - One town — - 21

Farrar, Simeon - Clarendon - - 10 12 - - 1 ~ - One sugar and oofl'ee 24

Fishhoume, E. E. - St. George - l2 6 3 2 1 Two oourts,5jobbers 3!

Fyfe, A. G. - - Portland - - 16 - - 4 2 l - _ _ 23

Gillan), William - Kingston - - — " - ~ - _ ..

Grant, J. W. - - Manchester - - 26 - - - - - - - . - 26

Gm‘ley, John - - Clarendon - - 23 2 - - - - - - - _ 25

Hulmc, J. R. - - Hanover - - 32 - - 2 2 4 - - - 40

Hamilton, Cheney - Port Royal - 3 23 4 - - - .. Thne cofl‘ees, half sugar 33

Hawkins, Charles - Tx‘elnwny .- - 18 - - 2 4 - - - - - 24

Hewitt, William - St. George - l7 4 l - - - . - - - 22

Harris, James - fStvggomas the} 20 ll 3 l - . One jobber .. . 36

Higgins, George 0. Manchester - - - 32 3 - - . - - - . 35

Jones, Thom” W. - I Stvgtlmfim the} 8 20 l 2 - . Three jobber: - 34

Kelly, D. W. - - Westmoreland - 4 2 24 - - - - - - - 30

Kent, Henry - - Port Royal - - - 28 - - - - - . ~ - . 23

Laidlaw, Henry - St. Ann - - - - 4 25 - - - - - - . 29

Lambert, R. S. - St. Mary - - 8 l5 8 - - - - - - - 31

Lloyd, Samuel - St. Andrew‘s - 14 22 - - 7 - - One court - - 44

Lyon, Edmund B. - Sttfllshomfs the 9 l3 - - - - - - One jobbing gang - 23

mm“, w. F. - St. Mary - - 16 - - - . 3 - - . - ‘ _ 19

M‘Leod, A. N. - St. Dorothy - l4- - - 8 - - - - Two courts - . 24

Moresby, Henry _- St. Catherine . 5 { 12 $3308; } 31 See Coffee -~ - l limefghzrf, anti} 52

Nolan, Jamu - - Vere - . 29 - . 4 - - . - - - - 33.

Odell, John - - St. James - l4 - - 10 - - - - - . . 24

Oliver, Thomas M. - Westmoreland - 18 ' - - 3 - - - - - - - 21
Peunell, R. C. - Trelawny - - l4 5 l l . - - - - 21
Philp, E. D. - - Westmoreland - 26 - - 5 - - - - - ~ . 31
Pryce, Samuel - Trelawny - - 35 - - 9 - - . - Two jobber: - - 46
Ramsay, William '- Spanish Town - — - - — - — _
Rnwlinson, S. - - St. Ann - - 7 4 4 18 - . - - . 33

- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ j Twenty-one plau-Reynolds, John St. Elxzabeth - l7 - . 1mm; 1 jobber - 3"
Sowley, W. H. - St. Ann - - l4 - - - - 22 - . One town - - 37

St. John, Richard - St. George - 1 23 - - - - - - Four IFTOWI’DOC - 28
Thomas, J. R. - Trelawny - - l7 . .. 8 - - - One station - . - 26
Thompson, Robert - St. Elizabeth - 9 - - 2 - - 3 Nine settlements - 23
Walsh, Henry - - St. Mary - - 19 l 8 5 - - - . - 33
Welch, Arthur - Manchester - - - 44 2 - - - - - - - 46

- . St. Thomas thewane» George - Em _ } 15 1 4 . . . . - - _ 20
Woolfrys, John . St. Ann . . 4 - . 22. 9 r - - . . 35       
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 Enclosure 2, in No. 199.

Enclosure 2, in

 

 

. . . . . No. 1 .RETURN of Number of Estates In each Specnal Magistrate’s District, for the Month of 99
January 1836,

Number nfiuxg; Number
NAME OF MAGISTRATE. P A R I S H. of Estates twice . ' th ‘ not visited R E M A R K S.

inDistrict. "' ‘ at all.
Month.

Alley, W. H. - - - - Manchester - - 29 12 3

Baynes, E. D. - - - - St. John - - 22 7 2 - - Jobbing gangs not
. visited.

Baines, Thomas J. - - - St. Thomas the East 20 — -
Ben, W. A. - - - - St. Elizabeth - 29 6 1 On leave of absence.
Bourne, Stephen - ~ - - St. Andrew - - 25 10 6 Attending Surry Amines.

Carnaby, William - - - St. James - - 32 l 1
Connor, N‘ A. - ‘ - . Kingston - - .. _ ..

Cooking, Ralph - - - - St. James - - 28 3 -
Cooper, Richard S. - - - Hanover - - 30 23 - - - - Removing from St.

James’s.
Dunne, Patrick - - - ~ St. David - - 32 2 -
Danghtrey, John - - - - St. Elizabeth - l9 9 1 Very unwell.
Davies, Thomas - - - - St. Mary - - 2B 12 - - Changing from Tn:-

lawny.
Dawson, J. K. - - - - St. Thomas the East . 28 - —
Dillon, ’1‘. A. - - - - St. Ann - - 37 - -

Ewart, David - - - - St. Thomas the East 23 5 —

Facey, Richard‘B. - - - St. James - - 25 - - l
Finlayson, Walter - - - St. James ~ - 20 — —
Farrar, Simeon - - - ‘ Clarendon - - No return received. This gentleman has resigned.
Fishbourne, E. E. - - - St. George - - 31 5 7 - - Not visited because

jobbers.
Fyfe, A. G. - - - - Portland . - 23 17 2 Bad weather.

Gillam, William - - - - Kingston - - - - —
Gufley, John - - - - Clarendon - - 25 8 l

Hulme, J. R. - -\ - - Hanover - - 45 5 —
Hamilton, Cheney - - - Port Royal - - 28 — —-
Hawkins, Charles - - - Trelawny - - 24 - —
Hewitt, William - - - - St. George - - 21 6 4 On leave ofabsenoe.
Harris, James - ~ - - St. Thomas the Vale 37 13 I On leave of absence.
Higgins, George 0. - - - Manchester - - No rehu'n - - - - On leave of absence.

Jana, Thomas W. - - — St. Thomas the Vale - - - - - - 111.

Kelly, Daniel W. — - - - Westmorhnd - 32 2 - .
Kent, Henry - - - - Port Royal - - 29 3 -

Laidlaw, Henry - - - - St. Ann - - 29 - -- . .
Lambert, R. S. - - - - St. Mary - - 5S 2 3 - - Not vnslted because

jubbers.
Langrishe, R. J. - - - - Clarendon - - No return - - - - Died ”{th January 18556;Lloyd, Samuel - . . . St. Andrew - — 47 25 9 Attending Surry Awe-
Lyon, Edmund B. - - - St. Thomas the East 23 14 7 ' ' H85 been 0“ 193“

two weeks.
Marlton, W. F. - - - - St. Mary - - 23 7 -
M‘Leod, Alexander N. - - - St. Dorothy - - 25 I3 — .
Moresby, Henry - . . - St. Catherine - 44 10 2 - - Roads Impassable «1

two propertws.
Nolan, James - - - - Vere - . - 36 .. _.

Odell, John - - - - St. James - - Removing mm district in Hanover.
Oliver, Thomas M. ‘ - - - Westmorland - 25 l 2

Pennell, Richard C. - - - Trelmmy - - 21 4 4 - - Not visited because
jobbers.

Philp, Edward D. - - - Westmorland - 33 -- -
Pryce, Samuel - - - - Trelawny - - 46 23 6

Ramsay, William - - - Spanish Town -- - — —
Rawlinson, S. '- - - - 'St. Ann - - 33 16 . - Fever? fur t_wg weeks. .
Reynolds, John . - - - St. Elizabeth - 32 6 10 - - 1\ot “sued; prm-

. cipally johbcrs.
Sowley, W. H. - - - - St. Ann - ' - II]. No return.
St. John, Richard - - - St. George - - 28 26 2 Two weeks on leave-

Thomas, J. R. - - ~ - Trelavmy - - 22 _ _

Thompson, Robert - St. Elizabeth - 2O - l

Walsh, Henry - - - - St. Mary - - 33 12 l
Welch, Arthur - - . - Manchester - - 48 13 4
Willis, George - - - - St. Thomas the East 21 3 -
Woolfrya, Jolm - - - - St. Ann - - 35 - -     
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-—No. 78.—
Jamaica.

AN ACT to restrain and punish Vagrancy—(Passed 12th December 1833.)

\VHEnEAs it is expedient to amend the several laws now in force relating to idle and dis-

orderly persons, rogues and vagabonds, incorrigible rogues, and other vagrants, in the

island; be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly of this island, and

it is hereby enacted and ordered by the authority of the same, that the justices and vestry

of each parish shall be authorized, and they ate hereby authorized to erect, build or other-

wise provide within convenient districts of this island where there is not a house of cor-

rection already built. one or more fit and convenient house or houses of correction, with
convenient premisesthereto adjoining, together with tread-mills and such like necessary

implements, to set rogues or such other idle persons to work, the said houses to be built,

erected or provided in some convenient place or town in every district.

2. And be it further enacted, that all persons who threaten to run away and leave their

wives or children chargeable to any parish, town or place, or without any visible means of

support; all persons who, being able to work, and-thereby or by other means to maintain

themselves and families, shall wilfully refuse or neglect so to do, and all persons who shall

not have any visible means of employment, by which default or neglect they or any of

them shall become chargeable to any parish, town or place; and all persons who shall

return to any parish, town or place from whence they have been legally removed by order of

two justices of the peace, and shall there become chargeable, without producing a certificate

owning them to be settled elsewhere; and all common prostitutes or night-walkers wan—

dering in the public streets or public hi hways, not giving a satisfactory account of them-

selves; and all persons who cannot s ow any visible means of employment,——shall be

deemed idle and disorderly persons; and it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the

Peace to commit such offenders (being thereof convicted before him, by his own view, or by

llS or her or their own confession, or by oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses)

to the house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding one
week: provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the justice before whom such

person or persons as aforesaid shall be brought, to commit him,‘ her or them to safe cus-

tody, for the purpose of‘having the complaint made before such justice heard and deter-

mined before three justices; which three justices the constable is hereby directed imme-

diately to summon; and the justices so assembled may, on the conviction before them of

such person or persons, on his, her or their confession, or by the oath of one or more cre-

dible witnesses, commit him, her or them to the house of correction, there to be kept to

hard labour for any time not exceeding one calendar month; and provided also, that no

person or persons shall be removed from a parish where he, she or they shall have dwelt at

any one time above the space of six months.

3. And be it further enacted, that all persons going about as gatherers of alms under

false pretence of loss by fire or by other casualty, all persons wandering in the woods

without a home, or on the public roads or places, or settling themselves on lands without
the leave of the owner thereof, or lurking on estates or settlements without the permission of

the owner, person in possession or manager thereof ; all persons pretending to be dealers in

obeah; all persons pretending to tell fortunes, or using any subtle craft, means or device by

palmistry or otherwise to deceive or impose upon any of His Majesty’s subjects, or playing

or betting at any unlawful game; and all persons who run away and leave their wives or

children chargeable to any parish, town or place, or without any visible means of support,
and all petty chapmen and pedlars wandering abroad, and all persons wandering abroad and

lodging in taverns, outhouses, negro houses or in the open air or in huts, or under tents,

or in carts or waggons, not giving a good account of themselves, and all persons openly

exposing and exhibiting in any street, road, Public place or highwa , any indecent exhibi—

tion, or openly and indecently exposing their persons, and all ot er persons wandering

abroad, or placing themselves in streets, public places, highways, courts or passages to beg

or gather alms, or causing or procuring or encouraging any child or children so to do, or

endeavouring by the exposure of wounds or deformities to effect the same purpose; and

all persons who shall be apprehended having in possession any picklock key, crow, jag,
t
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bit or other implement, with intent feloniously to break and enter into any dwelling—house,
warehouse, coach-house, stable or outbuilding, or having in possession any gun, pistol,
.hanger, cutlass, bludgeon or other offensive weapon, with intent to assault any person or to
commit any other illegal act, or who shall be found in or upon any dwelling-house, ware-
house, coach-house, stable or outhouse, or negro house, or in any enclosed yard, garden or
place, and shall not be able to give a good account of themselves, or who shall frequent any
river, or any quay or warehouse near 01' adjoining thereto, or the avenues to any such quay
or warehouse, or the streets or highways leading thereto, or the streets orhighways or places
adjacent, with intent to commit felony on the persons or property of any of His Majesty’s sub-
jects; and all persons imposing or endeavouring to impose upon any churchwarden or treasurer,
or upon a charitable institution or private individual by any false and fraudulent representa-
tion, either verbally or in writing, with a view to obtain money or some other advantage or
benefit,shall be deemed rogues and vagabondswithin the true intent and meaning of this Act.

4. And be it enacted, that all persons apprehended as rogues and vagabonds, and escap-
ing from the person or persons apprehending them, or refusing to go .before an justice or
justices of the peace, or knowingly giving a false account of themselves at suc examina-
tion, after warning given them of their punishment; and all persons who shall break or
escape out of any gaol or house of correction before the expiration of the term for which
they were committed, or ordered to be confined by virtue of this Act, or who being charged
with any offence against this Act, and being bound by recognizance in manner hereinaFter
mentioned to appear at the next general or quarter sessions of the peace, shall neglect to
appear accordingly; and all persons who, after having been adjudged to be rogues and
'vagabonds and then discharged, shall again commit any offence under this Act, shall be
deemed incorrigible rogues within the true intent and meaning of this Act.

5. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall be found offending against this Act,
it shall and may be lawful for any person whatsoever,without any warrant for that purpose,
to apprehend and to carry, or cause to be carried and conveyed, the person so apprehended,
together with any horse, mule, ass, cart or other vehicle in the possession or use of such
person, before any justice of the peace, to be dealt with in such manner as is hereinafter
directed ; and in case any watchman, constable or other peace-olficer shall refuse or wilfully
neglect to use his best endeavours to apprehend or convey to some justice of the peace any
such offender, it shall be deemed a neglect of duty in such watchman, constable or other
peace—ofiicer, and he shall, on conviction, be punished in such manner as is hereinafter
directed ; and in case any other person being charged by any justice of the peace so to do,
shall refuse or wilfully neglect to use his best endeavours to apprehend and deliver such
offender to a constable, watchman or such other peace-cflicer, or to carry him, her or them
before such justice of the peace, where no Watchman, constable or other such peace-oflicer
can be found, such person so refusing or wilfully neglecting as aforesaid, being thereof con-
victed upon view, or by the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, before one or
more justice or justices of the peace, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 408. to the use of the
poor of the parish or place where such offence had been committed, to be levied by distress
and sale of the offender’s goods by warrant from any one justice or justices, and the overplus
(if any), after the charges of such distress are satisfied, shall be returned to such person so
convicted ; and in case any person, not being a constable or such other officer, shall appre-
hend any person offending against this Act, and shall deliver him or her to a constable
watchman or other peace-officer, or shall convey, or cause him or her to be conveyed to some
justice of the peace, according to the directions of this Act; or if any constable, watchman
or other such peace-officer shall so apprehend and convey such person so offending, it shall
and may be lawful for such justice, if he shall think fit, by warrant under his hand and seal,
to order the churchwarden or treasurer of the parish or place wherein such act of vagrancy
shall be committed, to pay to such constable or officer, or other person or persons so appre-
hending such offender, a sum of money, not exceeding 108., for every offender so apprehended,
which sum shall be allowed to such churchwarden 0r treasurer in his account, on producing
the justice’s order; and a receipt under the hand of !the constable or other officer or other
person or persons to whom such sum was paid.

6. And be it further enacted, that when any rogue or vagabond, or incorrigible rogue,
shall be ap rehended by any constable or person as aforesaid, and brought before any three
justices of the peace, it shall and ma be lawful for such justices, and he or they are hereby
required to inform himself or themsefves, by examination of the person or persons so appre-
hended, or of ‘any other persdn, upon oath, of the matter alleged and charged against the
person or persons so apprehended, and if such matter be proved,.to commit such person or
persons to the common gaol or house of correction, there to remain until the next general or
quarter sessions of the peace for the parish, or for any time not exceeding three months, nor
less than one month, as such justice shall think proper; and every such offender who shall
be so committed to the said aol or house of correction shall be there kept to hard labonr
during the period of his or her imprisonment therein: provided always, that It shall be m
the discretion of the justices of the peace before whom any person apprehencled as.a rogue
and vagabond or idle and disorderly person shall be brought, either to commit ondlschar e
such person, although an act of vagrancy be proved against the person so_ discharge :
provided also, that it shall be in the discretion of such justices, ondrscharglng any such
IOgue and vagabond or idle and disorderly person, to bind him or her 1n.a sufficrent recogni-
zance’to appear before thejustices, at their next general or quarter sessrons of the peace, to
ansngag such charge or charges as shall then be alleged against him or her respectively. A d
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7. And whereas it often happens that persons who are in possession ofmoney oi‘ other pro-

perty commit acts of vagrancy ; be it therefore enacted, that any three Justices of the

peace by whom any person shall be adjudged to be a rogue and vagabond or incorrigible

rogue, shall order such rogue and vagahond or incorrigible rogue to be searched, and his or

her trunks, boxes, bundles, parcels or packages to be Inspected 1n the presence of the said

justices, and shall also search or cause to be searched the persons s0 offending, together

with any cart or other vehicle which may have been found In 1118, her or their Possession or

use; and it shall and may be lawful for the said justices to order any money which may then

be found to be paid, or so much of such other effects found With 01' upon such rogue

and vagabond, or incorrigible rogue, to be sold and applied for: and towarcls theexPense

of apprehending,conveying to gaol or to the ‘house of ~correctionand maintaining such

rogue and vagabond or incorrigible rogue during the time for whieh he or she may be

committed, returning the overplus, if there be any, after deducting charges of such

sale to such rogue and vagabond or incorrigible rogue.

8. And be it further enacted, that when any justices as aforesaid shall commit any

such offender against this Act to the common gaol of the parish or precinct, there to
remain till the next general or quarter sessions, the said three justices shall require the
person or persons by whom such offender shall be apprehended to become bound in
recognizance to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, to appear at the said general or

quarter sessions to prosecute and give evidence agalnst such offender, touching his said
ofl'ence.

9. And be it further enacted, that where any offender against this Act shall be com-

mitted as aforesaid to the common gaol or house of correction. there to remain until the
next general or quarter sessions of the peace, and the justices of such sessions shall on exa-
mination of the circumstances of the case, adjudge such person a rogue and vagabond
or an incorrigible rogue, they may if they think fit order such rogue and vagabond to be
detained in the said gaol or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any
time not exceeding six calendar months, and such incorrigible rogue for any time not
exceeding one year and not less than six calendar months from the time of making such
order of sessions, and during the time of such person’s confinement to be corrected by
whipping (not being a female), at such times and places within their jurisdiction as,
according to the nature of such person’s offence, they in their discretion shall think. fit;
and in case any such person shall have been found adjudged an incorrigible rogue, it
shall and may be lawful for the justices at such sessions to order such person to be
imprisoned in any common gaol or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour
for any time not exceeding two years, and during such confinement to be further corrected
by whipping as aforesaid, if the said justices in their discretion shall think fit.

10. And be it further enacted, that in case any churchwarden, treasurer, watchman,
constable or other peace officer shall neglect his duty in any thing required of him by this
Act, in any case for which no punishment is hereinbefore particularly provided, or in case
any person or persons shall disturb or hinder any churchwarden, treasurer, watchman,
constable or other peace-oflicer in the execution of this Act, or shall be aiding, abetting or
assisting therein, and shall be thereof convicted upon the oath of one or more credible
witness or witnesses, before one or more iustice or justices of the peace where such offence
shall be committed (which oath the said justice or justices are hereby empowered to ad-
minister), the person or persons so offending for every such offence shall forfeit and
pay any sum not exceeding five pounds, to be paid to the treasurer of the parish where
such offence shall be committed, and to be levied by distress and sale of the offender’s
goods by warrant from such justice or justices, returning the overplus (if any be) upon
demand, after the said forfeiture and charges of making and keeping the said distress shall
be paid and satisfied ; andif sufficient distress cannot be found, it shall and may be lawful
to and for one or more such justice or justices to commit the person so offending to the
gaol or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding three
calendar months.

11. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the.
peace, upon information on oath before him made that any persons hereinbefore described
to be idle and disorderly persons, rogues and vagabonds, or incorrigible rogues, are 0': are
reasonably suspected to be harboured or concealed in any house or houses kept or purporting
to be kept for the reception, lodging or entertainment of any poor traveller or travel-
lers, by warrant under his hand and seal, to authorize any constable or other person or
persons to enter at any time into such house or houses, and to apprehend and bring before
any three justices all persons found therein and so suspected as aforesaid; and if, on
examining such person or persons so apprehended and brought as aforesaid, it shall
appear to such three justices that they or any or either of them cannot give a satisfactory
account of themselves, it shall and may be lawful for such three justices to commit him,
her or them to the common gaol or house of correction, there to be dealt with in the same
manner as rogues and vagabonds or incorrigible rogues, as hereinbefore directed to be
dealt with by this Act.

12. And be it further enacted, that within six weeks after the passing of this Act,
the constable of every parish, town and place, or officer acting as such, shall cause to be
stuck up and affixed in clear and legible letters, and so to be kept and continued, either
on the outer doors, porch or entrance of any parish church, chapel of ease, market—housc,

town-
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town-hall, vestry, watch-house, or other convenient and conspicuous buildings or place
within their respective parishes, towns and places, the names at full length, and the places
of abode of every overseer of the poor, constable and tithingman for the time being residing
within and acting for their respective parishes, towns or places; and if any person shall
destroy or deface such notice, he shall, on conviction upon the oath of one witness, or by
voluntary confession before any justice of the peace, forfeit and pay- the sum of 103., or, in
default of payment, be imprisoned in the common gaol for the space of seven days, and to
defray the eernses of apprehending and maintaining rogues, vagabonds and incorrigible
rogues, and 1i ewise the expense of sending persons to and from houses of correction.

13. And for defraying all other expenses necessary for the execution of the same not
hereinbefore provided for; be it further enacted, that the magistrates and vestry in vestry
assembled, and the common council of the city and parish of Kingston, shall cause such
sums of money as shall be necessary for all or any of the purposes aforesaid to be paid out
of the parochial funds.

14. And be it further enacted, that no proceeding to be had before any justice or justices
of the peace under the provisions of this Act, shall be quashed for want of form; and every
conviction of every offender against this Act shall and may be in the form or effect follow-
ing; (that is to say)

“ .Be it remembered, that on the in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and in the county of
.4. B. is convicted before me, C. 1)., one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace in
and for the said parish (or, precinct, as the case may be), of being a rogue and vaga-
bond (or, incorrlgible rogue), within the intent and meaning of the statute made in
the fourth year of the reign of His Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled,
‘ An Act’ (here insert the title of the Act); that is to say, for that the said A. B.
on the day of at in the said county (here state the act
qfvagrancy proved before the magistrate). Given under my hand and seal the day,
year and at the place first above written.”

day of
at

And the said justice or justices before whom any such conviction shall take place shall,
and he and they is and are hereby required to transmit the said conviction, fairly tran-
scribed, to the next general or quarter sessions of the peace to be holden in and for the
parish, city or place wherein such conviction shall have taken place, there to be filed and
kept on record ; and a copy of the conviction so filed, duly certified by the clerk of the
peace, shall and may be read in any court of record as evidence.

15. And be it further enacted, that nothing in this Act contained shall in anywise
interfere with the free and full use and enjoyment of the time allotted to apprenticed
labourers as their own, under and by virtue of an Act passed this session, intituled, “ An
Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for
promoting the industry of the manumitted slaves, and to declare the 52 George the Third,
c. 155, in force in this Island,” or be deemed or construed to interfere with or abridge the
power or jurisdiction given to the special justices by the said Act.

16. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where proceedings shall be had against
any justice or justices of the peace, constable or other person, for or on account of an
matter or thing whatsoever done, commanded or expressed by him or them in the execution
of his or their duty or office, whether such proceedings be by action, motion, rule to show
cause, indictment, information, affidavit, certiorari, or any other application or process
which may occasion or subject him or either or any of them to trouble or expenses under
this Act, the said justice or justices, constable or other person, if he or they shall recover
or be exculpated, shall have any sum not exceeding treble costs out of purse awarded to
him or them by the judge, court or jurisdiction wherein such proceedings shall have been
had, commenced or determined, to be paid to the said justice or justices, constable or
other person, by the person or persons so having proceeded, who shall discontinue his
suit or become nonsuit, or shall have a verdict against him, or shall have his application in
any manner whatsoever dismissed or ended, unless the judge or court shall certify that‘
there was a reasonable cause for such proceeding, information or complaint.

17. And be it further enacted, that all actions, suits and other proceedings under this
Act shall becommenced within three calendar months after the cause of action or complaint
shall have arisen, and if any person or persons shall be sued for any matter or thing
which he, she or they shall do in the execution of this Act, he, she or they may plead the
general issue, and give the special matter in evidence.

 

places herein men-
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Expenses to be paid
out of parochial
funds.
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form.

Form of conviction,
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Jamaica, 5 March1836; (with Enclosure) . - - . p 249
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—No. 200.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, March 5th, 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the opinion ofDr. Murchison,
the custos of Vere, as to the improvement of the conduct of the apprentices in
that parish. It ought to have gone home in my despatch of the 19th February ;
but it did not, for the reasons stated in that letter, reach me in time.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 200.

Sir, Vere, 1 March 1836.

IHAVE to acquaint you, that sickness in my family has hitherto prevented me from
obtaining the requisite information to enable me to give an answer to your letter of 14th
January. I need not inform his Excellency that the negroes in this parish have generally
preserved a good character, and upwards of 30 years’ residence among them enables me
to confirm the favourable opinion he may have formed of them, and I am not aware of any
circumstances which detract from this general good conduct. They entered into the terms of
the apprenticeship with tolerable good will; but it wasa considerable time before they came
to understand the nature of the change in their condition, and, without looking forward to
the ultimate result at the end of the apprenticeshi , did not in many cases like the altera-
tion. This gave rise to a number of delinquencnes, such as turning out late, irregularity
to work, and idling of time. Those ofl‘ences have in some degree been checked by the
special magistrate; but I regret much to say, that the crime of stealing continues not only
unabated, but I may safely state in a greater degree, more particularly since the special
justice has ceased to use his jurisdiction over such persons who have committed those
crimes. Imay state, that the crops are in as good progress as can be expected, and I
believe in some instances the apprentices have agreed to extend their time at spell work
for remuneration either in money or extra allowances, for I am not aware ofthere being any
instance of the old indulgences being discontinued. It is true that the cane fields in this
garish in general are not in a bad state of cultivation; but I believe this will in most cases
e found to be owing partly to a less degree of labour being required in this parish to keep

up the cultivation of cane fields. and partly at the expense of neglect to the cleaning of
pasture grounds and repairs of fences, very essentially necessary on most of the Vere
estates, and a reduction generally in the cane fields. I consider the conduct of our
labourers fully as respectful as they have ever been. I consider there is a great and in-
creasing desire for going to church, and our greatest want here is an additional place of
worshi , in a district side of the parish, and divided from the parish church by a river,
often Impassable. I am of opinion also, that schools for the education and religious
instruction of the rising generation are absolutely necessary. The children freed on the
1st August 1834 by being then under six years, are wandering about in idleness and mis-
chievousness; their parents have even refused the continuance of the estates’ allowances,
formerly given to them without any work being required in return. Some system of edu-
cation and employment must take place, if it be desired, to save their children from
vagrancy, and its various evident consequences. I am not aware of a single case of an
estate obtaining voluntary labour on Saturday for wages, and I wish it were in my power
to assure his Excellency of any change in the habit which is so prevalent, the total dis-
regard to tellin truth: this, however, as well as all the other vices the apprentices are
addicted to,‘ It ink may in time be removed by a proper discipline in education, with
Iegular habits of useful occupation for the mind and body; but I would add, unless such
a system is acted vigorously upon without delay, the beneficial restilts which are no doubt
expected byr‘all patties will not be obtained to that extent to be desued.

I hope this will piove satisfactory to his Excellency the Governor ; and

I have, Sic.

To G. W. Nunes, Esq., Sec. (signed) A. Murchison.

 

I 66.
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——No. 201.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, March 10th, 1836.

I HAVE the honour, in making to you my usual report upon the state of the
island, to assure you that nothing can be more favourable than all the reports
I have received since the last packet sailed; the little spirit of resistance which»
showed itself for a couple of days in Vere has subsided, and every thing going
on well there now, as indeed every where else ; the best practical proof of this
being the fact, will be found in the various enclosures which I have the honour
to send herewith.

It is due to Major Baines to state, that this day’s post has brought me in his
fourth successive weekly report without a single complaint during the whole
time from either side.

Nos. 4 and 5 show the effect of the late trials against the special justices.
My offensive declaration respecting St. James’s parish in the Blue Book is

home out also by this month’s list of fines for oppression on the part of the
managers, being the third month in succession in which the numbers punished
in that parish have far exceeded those in any other parish in the island. Its
being still behind hand, though progressing, is, however, shown by the Nos. 10,.
12, 14, 20, 24, 27 and 28.
But the letter, No. 30, Which I have this day received from Mr. Facey, the

special justice for a part of that parish, is that Which on the Whole has given
me more pleasure than any I have received since I have been in Jamaica; I fear,
however, that the bargain is too good a one for the proprietor to be maintained
long.
The falling off of the present crop at this early period, owing to the weather,

and not to the want of labour, is also reported in several of these letters, and
I Send them forward in order to prevent interested persons from misrepresenting
the cause of the failure of the amount of the next crop.
Many of the other letters are of a gratifying nature, and will prove better

the state of Jamaica than any representation of mine.
I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 201.

 

LIST of DOCUMENTS, 8w.

(No. l.)—EXTRACTS from Mr. Dunne’s Report, showing the willingness and good conduct of the
apprentices.

(No. 2.)——Major Baines’ brief note of the lst March, relative to the state of his district, it being the
3d week]y report in succession that there were no complaints on either side.

(No. 3.')—-Mr. Lyon, reporting the attempt of an overseer to stop a book-keeper from giving evidence

in proof of the in'ury which may be done to the future prospects of the colony by one of these whites,
upon whose coquct I reported that in my opinion the success of the system depended.

(No. 4.)—Copy of a letter from Special Justice Woolfrys, stating that Mr. Moncriefi'e, of St. Ann's,
had threatoned him with an action of a vcxatious nature. ~

(No. 5.3—Mr. Marlton, showing that the capricious conduct ofthe apprentices is caused by the similar
conduct of the white attorney in relation to the future prospect of the colony depending on the conduct

of the whites. '

(No. 6.)—-Major Baines, showing the respectful bearing of the negroes and their growing desire for
money, as before anticipated by me.

(No. 7.)—Mr. Laidlaw’s report of his district in St. Ann’s.

(No. 8.3—Mr. Dillon, of the improved state of the district, and that the most desponding have now

no room to complain.

(No. 9.) —- Mr. Daughtrey’s report of St. Elizabeth's western district. (No' 10.)
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(No. 10.)—Mr. Carnaby, of' St; James, improved state of Latium, which is most true, under the ex- JAMAICA.
oellent management of Mr. Hunter; and bad reports on two other estates.

(No. 11.)—Mr Moresby’s final report on leaving the district of Spanish Town and St. Catherine's.
(No. 12.)—Mr. Odell, the improvement in Mr. Farrar's late district of St. James.

(No. l3.)—Mr. Woolfrys, of non-separation of sexes in hospitals. This is, I may say, very general,
though not universal.

(No. l4.)—-Mr. Daly, inspector of police, superior state of Westmoreland over St. James’s parish,
stating the improvement, however, in many separate estates.

(No. 15.)—Mr. Nolan, recent working of the negroes, and falling off expected in crop of this year.
(No. 16 )—-Mr. Pryce, falling off of this year's crop in Trelawny.

(No. 17.)——Mr. Harrisfalling ofi‘ of crop in St. Thomas Vale; but great fall plant put in, and price
ofjobbing much increased.

(No. 18.) Mr. Hulme, present and future crop, Hanover.

(No. 19.)~Mr. Hawkins, improvement in next year's crop, Trelawny.
(No. 20.)—Mr. Facey, improvement in St. James.

(No. 21.)—Mr. Hewitt, great crop at Spring Gardens, in St. George's. This belongs to Mr.-—,
one_of the most decided opponents of the new system.

(No. 22.)»The Rev. Mr. Cooke’s letter respecting the sending away from the estates of all theyoung fi'ee children, I presume occasioned by distrust of their former proprietors.
(No. '23.)——Mr. Thomas Dillon, state of St. Ann’s parish and markets.

(No. 24.}—Retum of month’s fines for oppression of apprentices.

(No. 25.)—-Mr. Jones, half the crop over in St. Thomas Vale.
(No. 26.)—Mr. Pryce, short crops, but industry of apprentices, Trelawny.
(No. 27.)-——Mr. Odell, state of St. James.

(No. 28.)—Mr. Carnaby, return to the nine-hour system productive of much good.

(No. 29.)—Mr. Harris's general remarks on St. Thomas Vale.

(No. 30.)—-Mr. Facey’s report about Mr. Scarlett’s apprentices agreeing to work for their allowances
for four days per week. -

(No. 31.)——A return of the number of estates in each special magistrate’s district, and their visits for
the month of February 1836.

 

(No. 1.)

EXTRACT from Mr. Dunne's Diary to lst of March 1836.

Norris’s.——No complaints. Mr.Martin, the overseer, informed that the mill got out of order
on Thursday last ; that there was a large quantity ofcanes in the yard at the time, as much
As would make two hogsheads of sugar ; and that the apprentices, in order that they might
not spoil, worked them ofi'on Saturday in their own time.

 

(No. 2.)

My Lord, Unity, 1st March 1836.
IN making my brief report, I have still the pleasure of stating, that I have not had a com—

plaint from either master or apprentice this week.
I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marqhis of Sligo, (signed) Thomas Baines, s. 1.
8w. 8m. 8w. .

 

NOTE by the Marquis of Sligo.

THIS is the third week in succession in which Major Bait'ies has not had asingle com-
plaint against either master or apprentice; a fact much to his credit, In my opinion.

 

106.
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(No. 8.)

My Lord, Palmetto River, 2d March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to enclose my diary for the past week, with the two valuation returns

and monthly report of properties visited, Ste.

I am sorry to sav, that on my last visit to Mount Vernon, I Was exposed to much insult
and disrespect while inquiring into a complaint of the apprentices, and with an intention to
deter the bookkeepers from giving their evidence faithfully. The overseer told one of them,
“Phi? being examined on his oath, that he was discharged, and no longer a bookkeeper
o Is.

My only motive for making your Lordship acquainted with this circumstance is, in con-
sequence of the outcry that is raised the moment a letter of a special justice is published,
expressing an opinion that discontent and insubordination are created by the conduct of
those who are appointed to superin tend estates.

I have, 8L0.
(signed) E. B. Lyon. s. J.

 

(No. 4.)

My Lord, Islington, March 2, 1836.
ON visiting Soho on the 26111 ult., the manager said he had plenty of complaints. I then

inquired‘what they were: he took out a book, and commenced with the name of one of the

apprentices, a female, for going late to work in October last, from the 5th or 7th of that

month. I told him that I must decline investigating such complaints of nearly five months old,

because it was his duty when I had so repeatedly called on the property to have brought

such complaint forward, and not to have allowed such a lapse of time to take place, particu-

larly when he had to my frequent and repeated inquiry on previous occasions said there

were no complaints, but such of a trivial nature that they were not worth bringing before
me, except one man he complained of in January last for absence from his duty for several

days, and who I ordered to be brought up fortrial, but was told it was not convenient that

day. The excuse afterwards, on the part of Mr. Moncriefi'e, whenever I met him at home,

was, that the man was either not in the place, or too far 03' in the field, he having at last, when

I called on the 19th ult., fixed on the 26th for that purpose, but instead of which, he straight

framed old alleged complaints, as I have already stated, and on my declining to entertain

them, he declined to bring any of his people to trial, though I told him that I was ready and

willing to adjudicate any recent case of complaint against his apprentices. He replied, that

his brother, B. S. Moncriefi'e, who had been there'the day before,had instructed him,in the

event of my refusal, to go into the Grand Court for redress. I told him that he might pro-

ceed as soon as he and his brother pleased, and that I would write your Lordship, and .state
the particulars.

If such a principle were to be once regained, particularly when the parties have had

ample previous opportunity of ressing their complaints, there would be no end of com-

plainants on both sides, particu arly on the part of some of the managers, who, for every

imaginary or trifling fault, would rip up old grievances against the apprentices.

No threat, my Lord, shall ever for one moment deter me in the conscientious discharge

of the important and responsible duty confided to me by your Lordship and the Act for

the abolition of Slavery.

 

I have, 8w.
' (signed) J. Woogfrys.

The Most noble the Marquis of Sligo,
8m. &c. &c.

(No. 5.)

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, lstMarch, 1836.

I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the past week, and to represent the con-

tinued good conduct of the apprentices in this district: they are working cheerfully to

take off the cm , to the satisfaction of their managers; I must except Frontier estate.

The attorney an overseer brought many cases before me on Saturday, and was much dls-

satisfied with the people. With him, as manager, one week the estate “ is doing well,”

another week “ is going to the d—l.” The people are “ capricious,” entirely, in my opinion:
the result of capricious management. Mr. Thomas had trouble enough with Frontier, when
in his district.

. I have the honour to request your Lordship’s pardon for a man named Clarke, at present
m the house of correction, Port Maria. He was committed by Special Justice Davies, as

your Lordship will see by a copy of the committal, and has been declared by the medical

attendant unfit for hard labour. Clarke attempted to destroy himself, which was repotted
t0
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to me on yisiting the house of correction, and I conceive humanity requires his release. I
have applied to your Excellency, being unable to meet with Mr. Davies.

 

I have, &c. ‘
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W" Marlton, s. .1.

8w. 8Lc. 8w.

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Unity, 1 March 1836.
IN making my monthly report, I have the honour to state. that this part of the country is

quite quiet; the apprentices, generally speaking, working cheerfully, and a good under-
standing seems to exist between the master and the apprentice. Small estates are much
more difficult for either an overseer or magistrate to manage, as you have not the same
strength out of which to choose your head people, upon whom so much depends.

The sugar that is being made is generally of a good quality; it also strikes me that the
apprentice is more respectful to those in authority over him than when I first commenced
my duties.

I find no complaint of any tardiness in taking of? the crop. The breeze mills frequentl
get out of order, and sometimes cattle mills, or rather the stock, are knocked up, which
causes a delay totally unconnected with the working of the people on the estates. They
are treated kindly, and ought to be happy and contented, and I trust will, by degrees, feel
the value of money, which may induce them to Work generally for hire.

 

. I have, Ste. .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (s'gMd) 1110’ Bames, " 1‘
8m. 8w. 8w.

(No. 7.)

My Lord, Moureague, 1 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Excellency my weekly report, ending of this

date, and also a return of properties visited during the preceding month. I have the
satisfaction at the same time of stating to your Excellency, that the conduct of the appren-
tices in this district is marked by the same good order and attention to their duties, which
it has been my pleasing office to bring under the notice of your Excellency for this some
time past.

I beg leave to inclose a continuation of my report on the state of the negro grounds.

 

I have, 8w.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Laidlaw.

&c. 8m. 8w.

(No. 8.)
My Lord, Retirement, Great House, 1 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose the weekly report, by which your Excellency will perceive
that we do not retrograde; indeed, so far as mutual duties are concerned, I can hardly hope
to advance. A good deal of coffee has already reached the wharfs, whilst the rest is pro-
gressing; neither is cleaning or hoeing neglected. Out of the six sugar estates in this
district, five are manufacturing, with good prospects. Those who love to de3pond, are utterly
deprived of stimulus, as the negroes will work, ay, and willingly, for hire. In truth, my
Lord, if my position did not make me, to a certain degree, a participant in these favourable
reports, I should Say more. Yet no man feels more sensibly the obligations due to masters,
managers and apprentices than I do; the former for receiving and acting upon my sugges-
tions, when results were doubtful ; the latter, for an unbounded confidence in my integrity,
which almost reconciles me to my destiny.

 

I have, &C.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. A. Dillon.

‘ 8m. Ste. &0. '

(No. 9.)
My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s,February 29, 1836.

THE community around us is so habitually peaceful, that the circumstance ceases to fix
one’s observation, and yet such exemplary subjection and quietness surely deserve an occa-
sional remark. Either the system or the people must be entitled to some credit for it;
were it to receive the slightest interruption, how ready would all tongues and pens be to
ex-patiate upon the untoward occurrence, and to aggravate it!

The various labour of the people keeps up a steady, I think I may almost say, an indus-
trious pace. Ginger is employing the greatest number of hands in this district at present,

1 06. and
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and I am glad to learn that it is expected to give a good return. The diggers and peelers

in general work well. After careful inquiry into the matter, 1 was induced to sanction a
certain weight as an average daily task. That the quantity is not excessive, is proved by

the gratifying fact, that it is often considerably exceeded, in which case the rule is, to pay
1 (1. per if. for the overplus. Expert, industrious hands have, in this way, earned 33. or 43.

per week, without occupying their own days. Of course, however, in such cases they must
have worked above the legal hours.

I beg to present my thanks to your Excellency for the promised additional leave, and for
the obliging remark you are pleased to make on the occasion.

 

I have, 8tc.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Daughtrey.
8L0. 8L0. 8w.

(No. 10.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 1 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose my report for last week, with the respective valuations of

John Lynch and George King, and I also send to your Excellency my monthly report of

visitations, with note of postage since lst ultimo.

With the exception of two estates (Fiamstead and Worcester), my district continues in

the same orderly state; and in regard to the properties excepted, I may mention, that at

Flamstead the eople are generally ill dispoged, though the attorney, George Gordon, esq.,

is most liberal in giving all the old allowances of fish, herrings, 8w. From the example I

was last week obliged to make, Ihope for amendment there. On Worcester again the

cause of discontent is the want of Friday afternoon, which, I trust, to have restored to them,

after seeing Mr. Glen, the attorney for the property. In some respects the Worcester
people are good workers.

I have pleasure to bring under your Excellency’s notice the excellent superintendence and

management of Latium, the largest sugar estate in my district, where, for eight weeks, I

have not had a single complaint. This is mainly attributable to the wav in which Henry

Hunter, esq., the attorney, and Mr. Sinling, the manager, conduct the afI‘airs of this valu-

able estate, which, upon the 24th ultimo, compared with same period last year, was a-head

22 hogsheads ofsugar, 10 acres of new plants, 16 more in a forward condition, and other

operations generally double in advance.

I do sincerely hope that I may scan be able to report to your Excellency equally favour-

ably as to the other estates under my charge.

 

I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W"l Carnaby, s. J.

8Lc. Ste. 8L0.

(No. 11.)

My Lord, Spanish Town, 3 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour of'enciosing my weekly report, ending the 2d March 1836, and also

my report for the month of February.

I have much gratification in adding that, on the termination of my duties in the district

of St. Catherine’s, the apprentices continued to give every hope of increased industry and

good conduct.
I have, 860.

 

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) H. Moresby, s. M.

&c. 8m. 8w.

(No. 12.)

My Lord, Hau§ht0n Grove, March 1, 1836.

I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting to your Lordship t at the district is perfectly tran-

quil, and that complaints, as you will perceive by my diary, have not been numerous on the

majority of the estates which I visited during the week.

On Chester Castle, I am happy to state that the enforcement of the law has had the most

salutary efi'ect; in short the apprentices of that estate have been working during the past

week so much to the satisfaction of the proprietor, that I deemed it right to withdraw the

police from thence on Saturday last. I have 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Siigo, (signed) John Odell, s. J.

8L0. 8m. kc.
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(No. 13.)

My Lord. lslington, March 2, 1836:
I BEG leave to enclose your Lordship the report for my district for the last week endlng

ast instant; also, monthly report of properties visited in February, of the state of negro
grounds in properties visited last week, and valuations of two apprentices to Castle Daly
and Mount Pleasant plantations.

There has been very little rain during the last week.
All quiet, and the people on most of the properties conducting themselves and working

very well.

There are very few of' the hospitals constructed so as to separate the males from the

 

females. I have, 8cm,
The Most noble the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Woolfrys.

étc. 8m. &c.

(No. 14.)

My Lord, Trelawny, lst March 1836.
BEING now on a tour round my county, I feel it to be my duty to give your Excellency

such information respecting it as I can possibly collect on my way, as far as regards the
conduct of the apprentices, and the prospects of the planters. I left Westmoreland on
Sunday, and of that parish in particular I am enabled to speak, with very few exceptions,
most favourably; the weekly work of the apprentices being subject of admiration among
most of the planters, several estates exceeding twenty hogsheads of sugar. On entering
the confines of St.James’s, it has not been my good fortune to hear such favourable reports,
it] except those of a few properties. The Montpeliers, I am happy to say, are improving in
appearance astonishingly, and the weekly returns of sugar are, I am well assured, ample.
Ironshore, near Montego Bay, is doing, as it has been all along under the new svstem, admr—
ably. Your Excellency will doubtless recollect my report of this estate when Iresided
there. The same excellent management continues there; the consequence is, contentment
among the apprentices, and most valuable returns to the proprietor. Mr. Craig’s estate,
the Rogue, also near Montego Bay, is, I am happy to say, going on apparently in a most
successful manner, although it was at the commencement of the apprenticeship rather the
reverse. Ofthis parish I am not enabled to say much to your Excellency, but Will con-
tinue my reports until I have completed my tour, which will include, after this, Hanover
and St. Elizabeth. The general appearance of matters is decidedly in favour of the pre-
sent system, and I cannot imagine that gentlemen of experience and proper consideration
can possibly look for greater success at this period of the apprenticeship. Partial cases of
diseoment may be looked for naturally among apprentices, as In all other departments, even
where regular organization may have been established.

 

I have, Ste.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Duly, s. M.

Sic. 81c. 8w.

(No. 15.)

My Lord, Olive Park, Great House Vise, 2d March 1836.
I HAVE the honour of enclosing my weekly diary, which I trust your Excellency will be

pleased with, from the few cases brought before me on the different estates visited, particu-
larly at this season, when all the estates are in the height of crop, at which period more
cases might be expected than out of crop.

I am aware it will be highly gratifying to your Excellency to learn that all the estates
now are taking ofia fair and adequate portion of sugar weekly in this district, without
much trouble; a number of estates keep about without stopping for five days and nights,
and frequently continue boiling until twelve o’clock on Saturday, which extra time given
the apprentices get regularly paid for. Monland has in twelve days, working nine hours
by speils, manufactured 62 hogsheads of sugar, of the very best quality. The other
estates are taking off from fourteen to twenty hogsheads weekly, according to their means.
However the crops will not be as large as expected from the unusual early arrow of the
canes, occasioned by heavy seasons.

I shall take the earliest opportunity of reporting to your Excellency the state of the ap-
prentices’ grounds, which I am aware are kept in good order in this district.

I have, 8m.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Nolan, 5. M.

8w. ac. 8K6.
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JAMAICA; (No. 16.)

WEEKLY BRIEF Rneon'r, ending tst March 1836.

'M y Lord, . _ .

THE past week we have had a fine shower of rain, which Wlll benefit the next crop

equallv with the present, by bringing forward the fall plants. .

I have no complaints of bad produce from any quarter, and all I have seen is extremely

good. Some of the planters complain of a falling off li'om their estimates.

 

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) 8. Pryce, s. M.

8m. 8m. 8L0.

(No. 17.)

My Lord, Charlton, 2d March 1836.

I AM happy to state that my district continues very peaceahle and orderly during the

last week; fewer complaints have been preferred than usual In the same space of time.

The planters begin to say now that they are afraid they Will make short crops, but the

result cannot be ascertained for some time to come; at all events I am glad to see they are

not faint-hearted ; their exertions to secure a good crop next year, by putting in more land

in plants, have been observed by me with pleasure, and I heartily wish them every success.

Jobbing is now at an enormous amount, having risen from 71. nos. or 15f. to 10 I. an

 

acre. I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Harris, 3. J.
8L0. &c. 8w.

(No. 18.)

My Lord, Hill Side, Lucea, February 29, 1836.

I AM happy to inform your Excellency that the estates in this district are getting on well

with the crop, and the appearance of t e weather favourable. The first vessel from this

port with sugar sails to-morrow. . .

The two Retrieves have nearly finished crop. I find on Inqutry that the new works will

exceed considerably the crop of last year, but that the old works will fall off between 30

and 40 hogsl'ieads; but this variation in the quantity of produce is not altogether attribut-

able to insufficiency of labour, but in a great measure to a difl'erence in the nature and pro-

perties ol' the soil in which they put their young plants, one part of the estate giving a better

ieltling than the other. On several of the estates, I am informed, there will be a slight

falling off, say four or five hogsheads; but, generally speaking, they will average the crop

of last year. I may mention that on Kew estate they will exceed the crop of last year by

upwards of 20 hogsheads. It will be gratifying to your Excellency to learn, that on all

estates in this district, the preparation for the next year’s crop is on a much more extensive

scale. and that the field work is forward. I have the honour to enclose my diary, monthly

report and a valuation return; and
I remain, Etc.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) John R. Hulme, s. M.
Ste. &c. Etc.
 

(No. 19.)
- ‘ Industry.

I ttAvE not received any complaint against the apprentices, with the exception of

Brampton Brien Estate, which I consider a very frivolous one.

The overseer of Bengali has informed me, that the apprentices on that estate are working

for hire, and that he is clearing away a large quantity of land, and putting into cane; that

for the next year’s crop he will have in nearly 20 acres more cane—land; also that he can get

as many as he wishes on Saturdays to work for hire.
(signed) C. Hawkins, s..t.

 

(No. 20.) '

My Lord, ' Monte 0 Bay, 1 March 1836.

ALTHOUGH I have not the pleasure of adding in my diary “ t o corporal punishments

this week,” on account of a slight switching I was obliged to see inflicted on a little boy,

I have nevertheless the pleasure of acquainting your Lordship, that this district, once the

most disturbed perhaps in the island, may now be said to be the most peaceable. As fer

as respects the apprentices, they labour cheerfully, and do more work than ever they did

since the commencement of the new system.

On Montpelier, they completed 18} hogsheads of sugar in one week; had the weather

continued line, they would have given 20.
’ On Hazelymph, where l have had much more trouble than all the other properties in my

district, they gave 9} hogsheads. .

Seven Rivers made to hogsheads; Roehampton the same; and the other estates domg

proportionably well. Th
e
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The ginger properties will make a profitable return: the people are all giving, on anaverage golbs. weight of peeled ginger each, during their master’s time—-—a much greater
proportion of labour than formerly.

 

I have, &C.
(signed) ‘ R. B. FaceyLs. J.

(No. 21.)

My Lord, Bell Vue, St. George’s, 1 March 1836.
I HAD not the honour to receive any communication from the King’s House by tlte last

post.

I now forward my weekly diary, the monthly report of properties visited, and the monthly
account of postage. ,
The district is going on tolerably well; the heavy and constant rains retard the progress

of sugar maklng ; the apprentices are conducting themselves very well.
Spring Garden, St. George’s, has recently finished crop; they have completed the largest

made for 15 years, very nearly 400 hogsheads.

 

. I am, 8L0.His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Wm. Hewitt.

(No. 22.)
My Lord, Moraut Bay, 2 March 1836.THERE is a circumstance not perhaps as yet brought under your Lordship’s notice, rela—tive to the free children of apprentices, but which appears to me to call loudly for legis-lative interference,-——I allude to the fact of apprenticed parents removing, without theknowledge or sanction of the proprietor or his attorney, their free children from theirrespective estates, and placing them in the towns with persons, generally speaking, most

unfitted to have the charge of them. The evil arising from this proceeding is indeed great,when it is considered that by it the children are deprived of that necessary support and
attention in sickness, which, I believe, would be afforded them if on the estates, and in con-sequence of which many of them die. A circumstance of this kind was mentioned to mea few days since, by a gentleman having charge of estates in this parish, who stated thata child had been removed from Stanton by the parents, and placed with some person on theBay, in whose possession it had died, without any communication being made, or the deathof the child any way made known to the attorney or overseer. Should a census of the
negro population be called for, I am satisfied there would be, from this cause, an alarmingappareutdecrease. By their removal, any plan formed for the religious instruction and
education of the children on estates would be lost to them. It is also of the greatest im-portance, in a political point of view, to the future prosperity of the island, that the freechildren ot'apprentices should be not only compelled to remain on the properties on whichtheir parents reside, and to attend the estate schools, but be obliged to give in return forsuch instruction 8 limited amount of daily field labour, suitable to their age and strength.Education and industry would thus go hand in hand, and from such a system the happiest
results might be rationally expected.

I shall offer no apology for this intrusion on your Lordship’s time, as I feel assured of
your anxiety to obtain any information connected with the well-being of the country.

1 have, 8tc.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) S. H. Cooke.
P. S.——I have this moment been informed by a gentleman, that, on the property on which

lie resules, there are 50 free children, of which number, with the exception of children at
the breast, there are not on the estate above 15or 16; the rest are wandering in rags about
Moraut Bay. S. H. C.
 

(No. 23.)

My Lord, Retirement Great House,9 March 1836.
Acconnuic to the instructions contained in Mr. Secretary Nuncs’s Circular of the 16th

of February 1836, I have the honour to inclose for your Excellency’s information the result
of my inquiries on the state of the negro provision grounds; your Lordship may be fully
persuaded of their accuracy. I am enabled further to state, from the best authorities, that
there is infinitely more land cultivated in these mountains than in 1834. The Falmouth
and Brown’s Town markets are over supplied from this district, although our distance
from the former exceeds 35 miles; indeed the result oftheir labour is so profitable, that
almost all the. apprentices row yams, cocoas and other vegetables greatly to exceed
domestic consumption, which was "0t the case in 1834. as the same facilities for sale did
not exist, or the same number of hours for cultivation allowed ; indeed, my Lord, with .a
few, very few idle exceptions, plenty may be said to preside in every but, and content in
every face.

I have, Ste.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. A. Dillon, 5. st.
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JAMAICA.
—- (No. 24.)

A RETURN of all FINES imposed on OVERSEERS and others upon Complaints - .
 

SPECIAL MAGIs-rRA'rEs’ REPORT. - - - _ _

 

DATE. P L A C E. Name of Magistrates. COMPLAINANT. DEFENDANT.

 

February 1 Montego Bay - W. Carnaby - Amelia Corvan - Mr.Buchanan

 January - 28 Hazelymph - Thomas Jackson - Groves,overseer
,, 29 Richmond Hill R. B. Fany - Robert Plummet - William Rose

February 1 Montego Bay - Ann Boswell - Wm. Burgess
,, 1 Flower Hill - W. Finlayson - Sandy Cunningham Mr. Crombie

Robert Murphy - Joseph Linds

,, 1 Dover Castle J. Harris -
Court. William Grant — Alex. Almach

Essex Estate - R. S- Lambart , - P. Davis - - John Grant -

. ,, 8 Spring Grove — R. Chamberlain Susanna Morris — Mrs. Hylton -
,, 5 Green Vale - J . W. Grant - Charles Robertson George Rates
,, 5 Boscobelle - W. Marlton - Maria M‘Donald - George Roach
,, 10 Middleton - S. Bourne - George White - Richard Barnes

,, 1 1 Duckett Spring R. B. Facey - Robert Scarlett - Hen. Mohertons
C. Wilson - - J. Pundden -

,, 13 Port Antonio - A. G. Fyfe -{
Jean Anderson - John Bavias -

Ann Parker - -‘l
M ary Thomas

9: 15 Ashley Hall - J. Gurley - Cecilia Smith ' James Fraser{

John Swaby - James Fraser

,, 13 Rodney Hall - .LHarris - - Liddy Young - AlexanderCarr

Charles Williams - Charles Gordon

,, 13 Bluefield’s Court D. Kelly - -{
Robert Beckford - Gordon Owden

,, 15 Industry - - - - - - Mary Anne - - Miss S.Cowell

,, 10 Grange - - J.B.Thomas - George Wood - John Tail -
James Griffith

” 20 Montego Bay - D. Camaby —{ George Johnson - }M'°JaCk5°n{

Kitty and Brown - Ditto - -

,, 20 Mandeville Court J.W.Grant - Helena Stewart - P.IP.Daly

,, 17 Mount Success - J. Harris - - James Davies - James Falconer

,, 22 HealthfulHill - H.Morsby - The Gang - .. Hendry,overseer

,, 19 Lethe Estates - Jodell - Eliza Cummins - Frederick Gore       
SUMMARY. — - '

 

I

St. James - - - - - - - 11 cases-

St. Thomas-in—the—Vale - - - - - 5 n

St. Mary - - - - - - - 2 ,,

Clarendon - - - - - - - 5 ,,

Manchesler — - — - - - - 2 ,,

‘1
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MAICA.
(No. 24.) JA __

_ - by Apprentices for injury sustained by them, for February 1836.
’_______________._____.

, - .. - - SPECIAL MAGISTRATES’ REPORT.

COMPLAINT. DECISION. PARISH.

For confining her a few hours - - - — Fined him 1 l. for St. James.
the imprisonment.

Throwing his victuals in the fire - - Fitted los. - - St. James.
For administering physio with violence - Fined 403. - - St. James.
Illegally confining in house of correction - Fined 205. - - St. James.
For assaulting him - - - - - Mr. Crombie fined 3!. St. James.
Assault and battery - - - - - Fined 3L - - - - St. Thomas-in-

the Vale.
Assault and battery - - - - - Fined 303. - - -- St. Thomas-im

the—Vale.
- -That defendant ordered complainant to be 20 s. to the King - St. Mary.
switched.
For beating her daughter - - - - Fined 5 s. - - Clarendon.
Having struck him with the end of a rope - Fined 11. - — Manchester.
Assaulting complainant, and beating her - To pay a fine of 403. St. Mary’s.
Locking up his wife without cause - - Fined him 21. - - St. Andrew.
For kicking and otherwise ill-using him - Fined 20 s. — - St. James.
Not getting days - - - - - - - Fined 6 dollars and Portland.

16 days.
Severely switching her son - - - - Fined 5 l. - Portland.

-- llle a1 coercion ' the complainants were . Clarendon.
confinegd at difi‘eretit periods within the last} " Faned 61} (.2 It. upon{ Clarendon.
ten days without cause. eac comp am ') Clarendon.

--The complainant was beat and knocked Fined 5i. - - Clarendon.
down, and then confined in bilboes the whole
of the 9th inst. by defendant.

Assault and false imprisonment - - -

Assault and false imprisonment - - -

~~Putting him in confinement, and not send-
ing for special justice.
For striking her with a stick - - -
Confinement in lock-up room - - -

Want of usual allowance of clothing I

3
.
5
)
.
;

Complaint heard on 8th inst. - - -

-- That her master would not give her time
to attend her child.

Assault and battery - - - - -

Continually working gang after four - -

j- For imprisoning plaintiff 24 hours at one
tune previous to Christmas, and for refusing
to render assistance when delivered of child. 

 
 
Fined 41. - -

Fined 31. - -

Fined 51. 108.

Fined 2 l. - -
Fined defendant 1 I.
-- Fined ms. in each
case; and ms. in each}
case Kitty and Brown.

- - Fined 51. and ad-
monished.

Fined 1 o s. - -

103. fine - -

- - First charge not
proved. Fined 21. on
second.  

- - St. Thomas-in-
the-Vale.
- - St. Thomas-in—
the-Vale.
Westmoreland.

Westmoreland.
Trelawny.
St. James.
St. James.
St. James.

Manchester.

- - St. Thomas-in—
the-Vale.
St. Catherine.

St. James.

 

SUMMARY.

 

St. Andrew’s - - - - - ..

Portland - - ' .. . - -

Westmoreland - - - - -
Trelawny .. - - - - -

St. Catherine -

- 1 case.

" 2 n

‘ 2 n

‘ 1 n

' 1 n
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(No. 25.)
My Lord, Rio Magoo, 9th March 1836.

I BEG leave to inform your Lordship that my district. is perfectly tranquil, and the

apprentices, generally speaking, working in an industrious and improving manner: there

ever will be a few delinquents for late turning out, neglect of work, insufficiency of

work, &c., but there appears not the slightest resistance to the laws ; on the contrary, they

generally listen attentively, and in most cases follow the advice of the magistrate when the

laws of the case may be explained to them: there appears, at the present time, the one-

half of the sugar crop finished on most properties here.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) T. WatkinJones, S.J.

Ste. Ste. Ste.

P. S.—I crave your Lordship’s indulgence till next week to send in my monthly report,

my diary for February being at Rodney Hall. T. ' J

 

(N0. 26.)

WEEKLY BRIEF REPORT, ending 8th March 1836.

My Lord,
THE mills are all about in this district, and making very beautiful sugar every where,

and we have fine crop weather, viz. dry ; but the planters complain generally of the yielding

per acre; the canes are short, principally from the want of seasons last year, but the

liquor is rich, and on an average in this heat is considerably under a gallon to the pound of

sugar; on some‘estates they only take 1,400, 1,500 or 1,600 gallons to the hogshead of

sugar of 18 or 19 hundred weight.
The apprentices work in spells from four to twelve, and from twelve till eight o’clock at

night; and some estates they work all night long for hire, viz. 10s. 5d. per week.

His Excellency the Marqttis of Sligo. (signed) S. Pryce, s, J.

 

(No. 27.)

My Lord, Haughton Grove, Montego Bay, 8 March 1836.

IN reporting to you the tranquil state of the district, I regret that it is not in my power
at the same time to present your Lordship with a diary more free from complaints against
apprentices than appears in mine of this week.

I have, however, to observe, that although on some few estates the complaints may be

numerous, yet the general character of the offences committed is by no means of a very

serious nature; and [confidently hope, that before the expiration of many weeks, even
these will have considerably decreased.

I have, 8L0.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) John Odell, S.J.

 

(No. 28.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 8th March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose your Excellency my report for last week.

I have still the satisfaction to say, that my district continues both peaceable and

prosperous; and in reference to last week’s report, I am now able to inform your Excel-

lency that the attorney for Worcester estate (Thomas Glen, esq.) has consented to revert

to the nine—hours’ system, which I have no doubt will at once restore order and good
feeling on that property.

I have, 81c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W. Carnaby, S.J.

 

(No. 29.)

My Lord, Charlton, 8th March 1836.

THE portion of my district visited during the past week has been extremely tranquil.
Seventeen properties were visited, and on only four were there complaints. I am happy

to say the police are on the alert. Your Excellency will observe _in the report the adjudi-
cation of charges against several apprentices taken up with sugar, not having permits; in
every case, however, the accused party was able to show that he or she became honestly
possessed of the property. I forward by this opportunity the conclusion of my report on
the state of the provision grounds of the apprentices. The well-disposed and industrious
on every property are well ufl‘in this respect; but on every property there are, in a greater
or less degree, idle, indolent characters, who will not cultivate the soil, who make a livcli;

how
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hootl in various ways; among others, that ol' plundering their masters and fellow appren-
tices’ grounds, and committing trespasses and damages on cane pieces; others again,
though industrionsly disposed, have a (lisinclination to cultivate the soil for their own
benefit, pressing to hire themselves out for money. The provisions in the Slave Law
relative to managers inspecting the provision grounds not having been received in the
abolition law, the generality of managers omit that salutary check upon the indolence of
the peasantry in their own time. I beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the reply
I received on application for information relative to the apprentices’ grounds in Dove Hall.

I am, 8L0.
ques Harris, J.s.His Excellency the M arquis 0F Sligo. (signed)

 

(No. 30.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 8th March 1836.
I HAVE much satisfaction in forwarding my diary of the last week; your Lordship will

on reference thereto observe, that the people on Cambridge, in possession of P. A. Scar-
lett, Esq., have been declared free, in consequence of their not being duly registered in
1832; and that, with the eXception of two men, the remaining 103 have agreed to labour
four days in the week, in return for their houses, grounds, clothing and medical attendance.
Your Lordship will do me the justice to believe I exerted every means in my power to

continue them in their master's service. I explained to them, and they seemed fully to
comprehend the circumstances that brought about the sudden, and to them unexpected,
change in their condition, for which they expressed themselves grateful to God, the King
and Massa Governor; gave their master (and well they may) the best of characters, and
are quite willing to continue with him: so much for kind treatment.

I shall not, my Lord, attempt, lest I fall short in describing a scene so new and so truly
affecting, of the tears that were shed in gratitude by men grown grey in slavery, ot' the
blessingé bestowed on their master, and those, through whose instrtimentality the chains of
slavet'yrhad been unrivettetl, and their freedom proclaimed.

Ishall, however, trespass a moment longer on your Lordship’s patience, and state the
reasons assigned by the two men who left Mr. S. for doing so. They argued that, as
l'reemen, they were on a par with the emigrants; that their master allowed them (the
emigrants) houses to live in, and lands to cultivate free of rent, gave them fresh beel'every
week, provisions and money regularly. “ If," said they, “ we are equally free, and labour
better, why not give us the same ; or we will labour three days for massa, and three for our-
selves.” Mr. Scarlett refusing to comply with those terms, they took themselves oft"; but, on
reflection, I think they will return. .
The apprentices are behaving well on the other properties, and taking off the crop as

fast as the weather will permit.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. B. Facey.

 

(No. 31.)

A RETURN of the Number of ESTATES in each Special Magistrate’s District, and their VISITS
for the Month of February 1836.

 

§ ".351 3a ,5 _ ._
NAME 3 :2 '5

or PARISH. “a 2:? 2—3 8 REMARKS.
h': h I.

MAGISTRATES. 3.2 .‘g’f i1;
=Q = u E;
5 ='.- =

2.5 z 5 z ;
 

Absent on leave.
Jobbing on other properties.

Manchester - - . - . .Alley, \V. H. - .

St. John - - 22 9 3Baynes, E. D . - -
Barnes, '1‘. J . - - St. Thomas-in- 2o

the-East. _ -
Bell, W. A. - - - St. Elizabeth - 29 20 3 Atéendmg February Grand

‘ ' ourt.

Bourne, Stephen - - St. Andrew - 29 12 10 Engaged in suit of M‘Lean v.

. Bourne. .

Curnaby, Wm. - - St. James - - 32 1 1 1 not visited, at jobbmg ganO.

Chamberlain, R , jun. - Clarendon - - - - - - - No return receive‘d. ‘

Connor, W. A. - - Kingston - - . - V - - - - Died on the 9th I‘eb. 183b.
Cooking, Ralph - - St. James - - 25
Cooper, R. S. - - Hanover - - 3t ' 1 .1. III health.9

St. David - - 32 1
St. Elizabeth - 21 8 2
St. Mary - - 28 4
St. Thomas—in- 2

the-East.
St. Ann - - 37

Dunne, Patrick - -
Daughtrey, John - -
Davies, Thomas - -
Dawson, J. K. - -

Dillon, T. A. - -      
166. (coutinuch
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RETURN of Estates in each Special Magistrate’s District, and their Visits—continued.
 

  

 

 

3 '8 5' '3
E :2 5 .5

N A M E s a 3 a '5
of PARISH. “'35: fig 2 REMARKS.

MAGISTRATES. ES .320 2:;

z .s z 3 E a

Ewart, David . - St. Thomas-in-the-Eut 23 2

Facey, R. B. . - St. James - ' 26 4-

Finlayson, Wm. - - St- James - - 21
Fishboume, E. - - St. George - 3o 7 2 Not visited, are jobbers.

Fyfe, A. G. - - - Portland - - 23
Gillam, Wm. - - Kingston.
Grant, J, W, - - Manchester - 22

Gurley, John - - Clarendon - 25 4
Hulme, J, R. . . Hanover - - 46 14 3 Not visited, are jobbers.

Hamilton, C. - - P011: Royal - 28

Hawkins, Charles - - Trelawny - - 25 - - 1
Hewitt, Wm. - - St. George’s - 22 1

Harris, Jas. - . . St. Thomas-in- 37 - - 1 1 not visited, is jobbing out.
the-Vale.

Higgins, G_ 0. . Removing from parish of Manchester to St. Catherine.

Jones, T. W. - - St. Thomas-in- - - - - - - No return received.
the-Vale.

Kelly, D. W. - - Westmoreland - 32 1

Kent, Henry - - Port Royal - 3o 10 2 2 not visited, not 40 appren-

Ludlow, Henry - - St. Ann - - 29 tices.

Lambert, R. S. - . St. Mary - - - - - - - - On leave of absence.

Lloyd, Samuel . - St. Andrew - 46 30 1

Lyon, Edmund' - - St. Thomas-in- 25 7 1 The month very rainy.

the-East.

Marltou, W. H. - - St. Mary - - 23 1

Macleod, Alexander - St. Dorothy - - - ' - - - - Attending Grand Court during
the month.

Moresby, Henry - - St. Catherine - 4o 16 3 Removed to Kingston.

Nolan, James - - Vere - - 35

Odell, John - - - St. James - - 23 19 1 Removing from Hanover.

Oliver, Thos. M. - - Westmoreland - 24 6 18 Attending Grand Court.

Pennell, R. C. - - Trelawny - - - - - - - - Severe attack of fever.

Phillip, E. D. . . Westmoreland - 33 16 - - On leave of absence.

Pryce, Samuel - . Trelawny - - 4.6 13 3

Ramsay, Wm. - - Spanish Town
Rawlinson, S. - - St. Ann - - 33 7

Reynolds, John - - St. Elizabeth - 15 15 - - Attending the Grand Court.

Sowley, W. W. . - St. Ann - - - - - - - - Absent on leave during the
month; fever.

St. John, Richard - - St. George - 28 ; 6 22 Unable to travel from illness.

Thomas, J. R. - - Trelawny - - 22 '
Thompson, R. - - St. Elizabeth - 19 I 1 .

Walsh, Henry - - 'St. Mary - . - 33 f 2 4 4. not visited, arejobbmg out.

Welch, Arthur - - Manchester - 45 i 18

Willis, George - . St. Thomas-iu-the—East 21 2 l

\Voolfiys, John St. Elizabeth - 35      
——No. 202. —-

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, March 18th, 1836.

THE very recent departure of the last packet leaves me but little of new

matter to communicate to you on the present occasion in my usual despatch on

“ the state of the island,” the more especially as I hope to be able to send you

the usual quarterly special reports of the Magistrates, which are much more full

than the ordinary weekly ones. I enclose a few copies, and some original letters,
which may perhaps be of interest.
 

Encloshre in No. 202.

LIST of DOCUMENTS, 8Lc.

(No. 1.)—Mr. Ramsay’s report of his tour to several police stations, and progress of enlisting the
police ; its present actual strength.
(Nos. 2 to 8\, inclusive.—Supplementary provision ground reports.

(No. 9.)—Mr. Daughtrey, improved negro conduct in St. Elizabeth’s.

(No. 10.)—Mr. Gurley, reporting that the whoie negro population in his district are at work for

wage; on the crop.
No. II.
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(No. 11.)—Mr. Hamilton, reporting very satisfactorily why the negroes in his district, Port Royal,
do not work for wages.

(No. l2.)—Mr. Hawkins, giving proof of the necessity of the constant presence of a special justice.
(No. l3.)—Extract ofa letter from Mr Special Justice Facey.
(No. 14.)—I‘Ixtract of a letter from Mr. Special Justice Thomas.
(No. l5.)——Mr. Fishbourne’s valuation report of Mary Allen.
(No. 16.)—Mr. Fishboume’s valuation report of Eleanor Williams.
 

(No. 1.)

Inspector General’s Oflice, the King’s House,
My Lord, 181h March 1836.

I BEG leave to state to your Excellency that l have returned from my tour of the inspec-
tion of the police in the county of Cornwall, and part of the county of Middlesex, and I
herewith beg leave to subjoin a statement of that and the respective stations I visited.

It is with feelings of great satisfaction thatI have the honour of reporting to your Lord-
ship that the police force in the county of Cornwall, under the command of County Inspec-
tor Richard Daly, exhibited the most cleanly and orderly appearance, and went through
their drill with the greatest precision. I also beg leave to report to your Lordship, that the
barracks at the respective stations in that county, were clean and neat, and barrack furniture
in good repair. I most minutely inspected every man’s carbine and accoutrements, and
found them in good and serviceable order.
There were no complaints, either on the part of the officers or the men, and I am grati-

fied in stating that I received none from the inhabitants; and, considering thatmany of these
men are but recently enlisted under the new Act of 1836, their general a pearance is most
creditable to themselves, as Well as to their respective officers: I cannot, t erefore, omit ex-
pressing to your Excellency the thanks which I feel are due from me to County InSpector
Daly for his indefatigable exertions in bringing the police force in his county into the efli-
cient state they now are, and I am of opinion that great praise is due to him for his services.
The police force in his county requires only thirty men to complete it, and from the

activity ofhis officers I expect they will have no difficulty in making up this deficiency.
The stations I visited in the county of Middlesex are also deserving of praise, particularly

that under the command of Sub—inspector Rutledge. As my tour in Middlesex was con-
fined to the stations along the sea coast, I have yet to inspect those in the interior, when I
shall make a more full and detailed report of that county to your Excellency.

I am happy in being able to state to your Lordship that the utmost tranquillity prevails
amongst the peasantry in every district through which I passed. I did not hear a complaint
of a serious nature from any one. I am, however, informed, that the sugar crop will fall
short, but from circumstances over which the system of apprenticeship could have no con-
troul. The cane plant has arrowed before it attained its full growth, and it is thereby pre-
vented from coming to perfection. I heard the most pleasing accounts of the cheerful
working of the apprentices in the parish ofWestmoreland; and I learnt that Mr. Scarlett’s
apprentices, who have just been declared free, from improper registration,consented, with
the exception of two persons, to continue with their master, and cultivate his property,
consenting to labour for him four days out of the week, in return for their houses, land,
clothing and customary allowances. I have, 8L0.

(signed) William Ramsay,
Inspector Genl of Police.

 

Ponce STRENGTH of the Island of Jamaica, with the proportion of Officers, Non-commissioned
Officers and Privates, at each Station.

Coux'nr or SURREY.
 

 

 

       
      

E: Numbers allowed N be
3: . N A M E S to Present Strength. '11 um n d
(,3 N A M E 5 of each Station. 3" "9m” -

"c‘ of 0 F F I C E R S t a
:- ni — a u u: 1: a

3 in 5 +2 5 a es s a t
g S T A T I 0 N 3. command. g % E. a £4 E SE :63“ E

z m n. 0 to 9-1 0 m 0.

1. Somerset - - Sub-Inspector Leake 1 3 28 l 9 34- - l -
2. Flamstead - - ,, Grettves 1 2 28 1 2 25 — — 3
3. Rock Fort - - ,, ,, - 1 1o - 1 8 — — 2
4.. St. David’s - - ,, - Lewis 1 3 28 1 2 24. - 1 4.
5. St. George’s - - ,, Shaw 1 3 28 1 2 24 — 1 4.
6. Portland - - ~ ,, Brown 1 3 28 1 2 30 - 1 _
7. St.Thomas-in-the-Eas ,, Grace t 1 2 28 1 2 18 — — 1o
8. Manchioneal - - ,, ,, — 1 10 — 1 10 - .. _
9. York - - - ,, Perkins I 2 12 l h 2 12 — - -

Actual strength allowed - . - - 7 20 200
___..____

Actual strength recruited - - - - - . 7 16 185

Deficiency to be recruited to make up complement - - - - - - 4 15   
166. (continued )
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Inspector's Ofiicc, King’s House,}

22 March 1836.

lnspcctor-Gcncml of Police.
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JAMAICA POLICE STRENGTH of the Island of Jumaica—contimwa'.

COUNTY 01‘ MIDDLESEX.

F. Numbers allowed 1
8 N A M E s . 11 umber:
ma N A M E s 0, each 3‘3“”. P'"‘""‘ ”""‘g"" um required.
“a or o 1' 1‘ 1 c E R s. , . _ ,
a in a E 3 2' E s 2‘ E .5
J: o = ‘5 o a ‘5 o i g

g s T A T 1 o N 5. command. é’ '14 -: :3 is .3 ° ~€~ .2
.- 0 “ .— 0 ‘- E s-
4 O m m u a) On 0 :3 £1

1. Spanish Town - - Sub-Insp' Bennett - l 4. 30 1 3 33 — 1 ..

2. Bog Walk - - ,, Browne 1 2 25 l 2 25 - 2 .-

3. Old Harbour - - ,, Adams 1 2 25 1 2 1 8 — _ 7

4. St. John’s - - ,, Hapkins 1 1 10 1 1 10 — _ _

5. Chapelton - - ,, Wilkenson 1 2 2o 1 2 2o - — _

6. Breadnut Bottom - - - - - 1 10 - — 5 —- 1 5

7. Toll Gate - - - - - - 1 5 - - _ - 1 5
8. Vere - ~ - ,, Naim - l 2 25 1 1 22 — 1 3
9. Manchester - - ,, Rutledge 1 2 25 l 1 21 — 1 4.

10. Green Hill - - - ~ - — 2 15 1 1 15 - 1 —

1 1 . Port Maria - - ,, Marlton 1 2 2o 1 1 1 5 — 1 5

12. Egypt - - - - - - — 2 15 1 1 1o — 1 5

13. Deny - - - - - - - 2 15 - 1 10 - 1 5

14.. Bonham Spring - ,, Armstrong 1 2 25 1 1 26 - 1 _

15. A Detachment at _ _ _ 1 , _ 1
Moneague - - ' ° ' "' - 5

16. Kensington - - ,, Samuels 1 2 2o 1 2 23 - — -
17 St. Ann’s Bay - - - - - — 1 1o 1 - 10 - — -

Actual strength allowed - - - 10 31 300
#

Actual strength recruited — - - - - 10 18 258

Deficiency to be recruited to make up complement - - - ' - 1 3 42

COUNTY or CORNWALL.

1. St. Elizabeth - - Sub-Insp' Walker 1 3 3o 1 2 3o — l .-
2. Acton - - - ,, M‘Caw 1 3 3o 1 2 28 - 1 2
3. Bluefields - - - - - — 1 1o - 1 10 — - —
4.. Hanover - - - ,, Willcock 1 3 30 1 2 16 - 1 14
5. St. James - - ,, Bayley 1 3 4o 1 2 25 — 1 15
6. Montego Bay - - - - - - 2 1o - 2 10 - - -
7. Trelawny - - ,, Chrystie I 3 35 1 3 36 - — —
8. Amity Hall - - - - - - - 2 15 - 2 15 - - —

Actual strength allowed - - | 5 20 .200

Actual strength 1'ecrui1ed ~ - - - 5 16 170

Deficiency to be recruited to make up complement - - - — 4. 30

S U M M A R Y.

STRENGTH ALLOWED. PRESENT STRENGTH. DEFICIENCY.

c 0 U N T I 1: s. =- § 3 :7 £3 3’ a ‘23 3'
g 8 E g 8 *5 25 .3 :5
ta '9 -E 25 'P -E a :7 -E
o w n. o :23 a. o m :-

Sunnu - - - 7 20 200 7 16 185 - - 4 15

anmasnx - - 10 30 300 10 18 258 - - 12 42

CORNWALL - - - 5 20 200 5 16 170 - - 4. 30

TOTAL - - 22 70 700 22 50 613 - - 2o 87

(signed) William Ramsay,
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(No. 2.)
REPORT of State of Apprentices’ Provision Grounds in Montpelier District.

Copse - - wally well cultivated and stocked as before August 1834.
Childemas - . itto - ditto - ditto.
Lethe - - Ditto - ditto - ditto.
Eden - - Ditto - ditto - ditto.
Wiltshire - Provisions sufliciently abundant, but the grounds in as high order as

previous to August 1834.
N. B.—The condition of the provision grounds on the other properties visited by me

during the week has been already reported. . '
(Slgned) John Odell, a. J.

 

 

 

  
 

(No. 3.)

A RETURN ordered by Cxacuun of 16 February 1836, respecting Negroes’ Grounds.

ESTATE A; to Abundance of Provisions. H :1:::1: 2:312:25: faxon

Antrim - ~ - Abundance of Provisions- --And as well cultivated as
before August 1834.

Bell Air - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Berrydale - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Colliston - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Dairy - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Dorwork - - - - ditto - - ditto - Not as well cultivated.
Dumbarton - - - ditto - - ditto - As well as before August 1834.
Egypt - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Enfield - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Farm - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Green Castle - - - ditto - - ditto ditto - ditto.
Hilton Hill - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Horne Castle - - - ditto - - ditto - Not as well cultivated.
Hopewell - - ditto - - ditto - As well as before August1834.

- Huntley - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Knapdale - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Lawrance Park - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Lindale - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Minard - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Mount Carmel - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto-
Mount Pleasant - - d itto - - ditto - d itto - ditto.
New Ho e - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Orange alley - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Orange Hill - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Outon - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Penshurst - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto ~ ditto.
Queen Hithe - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Retreat - - - ~ ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Ridge ' - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Somerset - - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Matchfield - - - ditlo - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Toboliski - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.
Weymouth - - - ditto - - ditto - ditto - ditto.

(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, 5. J.

(No. 4.)
REPORT of Provision Grounds for Report dated 16 March.

Bio Maguo - - - - - Plenty of Provisions.
Mount Pleasant - - - - - ditto.
New Port Lodge -' - - - - ditto.
Ginger Hall - - - - - - ditto.
Kendall - - - - -= - - ditto.
Mount Olives - - - - - - ditto.
Williamsfield - — - - - - ditto.
Hopewell - - - — - - - ditto.
Mount Industry - - - - - ditto.
Glengofl' - - - - - - - ditto.
Belgan - - - - - - - ditto.
Lucky Hill - - — - - - ditto.

My Lord,—So plentiful are provisions in this district, that the apprentices are offeringyams of the best quality for 4s. 2d. per cwt. ‘His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) T. Watkins Jones, 5. J.

' l 66, (N o. 5.)

JAMAICA.
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(No. 5.)
My Lord, Montego Bay, 15 March 1836.

IN reference to my two former reports on the state of the negro grounds attached to the
different estates in my district, I have now the honour to inform your Excellency, that.
from inquiries I have made on John’s Hall Estate, St. James’s Park Pen, Caledonian Pen
and Mount Vernon Pen, I am enabled to report to your Excellency, that their respective
negro grounds are in as ood state as on lst August 1834, and that the apprentices have
abundance of both mung and provisions.

This now conclu es the estates in my district.
I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W“ Carnaby, 3. J.
 

(No. 6.)

Pnovmon Rnron'rs.
 

— ESTATES. REMARKS.
  

H Akendown - - - -- Grounds in good order, and as much as the appren-
tice wishes to cultivate.

Bluefields - Abundance of ground.2 - -
3 Bushy Park - - Grounds in good order.
4 Bog - - - - Plenty of provision grounds in fine order.
5 Culloden - - - Grounds in good cultivation.
6 Cruise - - - Better than in 1834.
7 Clifden - - - -- Grounds not in good order, in consequence of

having bad land.
8 Caledonia Grounds in good cultivation.
9 Clulton As much as the apprentice wishes to cultivate.
10 Chibruto
1 1 Dar'liston
1 2 Forrest
13 Grandvale
14 Glenburnie -

Grounds in good order, and plenty of provision.
Grounds in good cultivation.
Grounds in good order.
As much grounds as they wish, and good provision»
Grounds in better order than in 1834.

15 Haddo - Grounds in good cultivation.
16 Hopewell - Grounds in good order, and plenty of it.
17 Hopeton - Better than in 1834.
18 King’s - Good grounds.

Better than in 1834.
Grounds in good order.
Fine new grounds, and in good order.
Good grounds.
In better cultivation than in 1834.
In good cultivation.
Not visited this fortnight ; bad road.
- - Good ground, and as much .as the apprentice may
require.
Grounds in good cultivation.
Grounds in good order.
Grounds in good order.
Grounds better than in 1834.
In good cultivation.
Grounds in good order, plenty of provisions.

19 Lennox
2o Mackfield -
21 Mount Edgcomb
22 Mount Jersey
23 New Shafton
24 Old Shafton
25 Pondicherry
2o Petersvil -

27 Robin’s River ‘
28 Richard’s Lodge
29 Orange Grove
30 Woodstock
31 Walshpoel -
32 . Windsor Forest  

The above Reports of provision grounds are the answers I received from the overseen, fits.
in this district. .

(Signed) D. W Kelly, s. M.
 

(No. 7.)

EXTRACT from Mr. Bell’s Diary, 14 March 1834.

Cerrisbrooke Estate - Grounds in good order.
Buscany - ditto - - ditto
Breadnut Valley - - - - - - ditto
Barton ditto - - - - - - ditto
Magety ditto - - - - - - ditto
Vauxhall ditto - - - - — - ditto
Cornwall Pen - - - - - - - - ditto
Elim Estate - - - - - - - - ditto
Two Mill Wood Estate - - - - - - ditto
Lancaster - ditto - - - - - - ditto
Island ' - ditto ,- - - - - - ditto
Percy - ditto - - - - - - ditto
 

(No. 8.)
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(No. 8.)

EXTRACT ofa Letter from Mr. J. W Grant, dated 16th March 1836, Manchester.

I Now send an account of the state ofapprentices’ grounds on the remainder of the pro-
perties in my district. '

Adams’ Valley - As well cultivated as before lst August 1834.
Marshall’s Pen - Not 50' well cultivated.
Medina - - As well as before 1st August 1834, and provision in as great abundance.
Bedtbrd - - Could not be informed. No manager residing on the property, and

constable absent on duty. '
Somerset - - As well cultivated and provisions in as great abundance as before lst

August 1 834.

 

Wickwarr - - In a better state of cultivation,and provision in much greater abundance
than before 1st August 1834.

(No. 9.) ‘

My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, 15 March 1836.
THE general labour of this district proceeds from week to Week in a satisfactory manner,

and with little comparative trouble either to managers or the magistrate. When, however,
I say with little trouble to the magistrate, your Excellency must be pleased to understand
me as referring to the more irksome part of the duty, the necessity of punishment, and not
to the fatigue of incessant riding and exposure to all weathers required by daily visits, which,
in a climate like this, cannot but be often very oppressive.

It is with the sincerest pleasure I am enabled to state, that the improvements in the beha-
viour of a large body of the people Is become too obvious to be denied. One of the ma-
nagers, least inclined to bear such a testimony, said to me the other day, “ They are become
more reasonable; they will listen to reason now; last year they would not.” I could have
rejoined, “ Because last year you would not condescend to reason with them ;” but I am
content with the admission, and can forbear the retort. However, it is quite true that they
are more reasonable, and partly because they have been more reasoned with and treated
more rationally. In speaking of their improvement, I wish to be guarded ; it is real, though
not, I fear, radical amended conduct, more than improved character. Still there is much
to encourage the hope, that if the proper means are but used, they may be formed into a

 

peaceful and useful free peasantry. I have, 8Lc.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) J. Daughtrey.

(No. 10.)

My Lord, Tanachy, Clarendon, 16 March 1836.
I HAVE still the satisfaction of reporting the general good state of this district.
There are complaints of insufficiency of labour on the estates I reported last week, but, on

investigation, I do not think the fault lies altogether with the apprentices. Wet weather,
green fuel, and, in many instances. indifferent canes, have been against them, and no allow—
ance has been made for such casualties, which I know has been done on other properties
where there are no complaints.
The conduct of the people in all other respects is unexceptionable.
[t is with great pleasure I have at length the honour to report to your Lordship, that on

visiting Lucky Valley on Monday last, I found the people waiting for me to conclude an
arrangement with the overseers to work for wages in their own time, which has been done
on the same terms as on all the neighbouring estates; this now enables me to announce to
your Lordship, that the whole population on the sugar estates in my district are Working
for wages. I likewise take this opportunity of reporting to your Lordship, that I have trans-
mitted to the Receiver-General 221., the amount of fines imposed by me on Mr. Alexander
Kennedy, overseer of Pindar’s River; Mr. James Fraser, overseer of Ashley’s; and
Mr. Charles Draische, of Lucky Valley, for offences committed against the apprentices, and
in violation of the Abolition Law. 'I'hese fines I have not been able to collect before,
without taking harsher steps than I considered the case demanded.

 

I have, 85c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) John Gurley.

(No. 11.)

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 15 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship my report for the last week,_ together

with valuation returns of two apprentices on Green Valley and Halberstadt plantations.
With regard to the industry of the apprentices,I cannot, consistently With my duty, assert

the contrary; as far as my observation goes, they are doing as well as can possnbly be ex-
pected. Complaints, as your Lordship will perceive by my diary,are not of any magnitude.
and are considerably diminished.

l 66. On

JAMAICA.
1—4—
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JAMAICA. On two or three ptoperties in the lower part of this district the managers have com-
plained of the unwillingness of the apprentices to work for wa es; I have, in consequence,
made the necessary inquiries, and find that they have, for obvnous reasons, declined doing
so,.and given as a cause that the cultivation of their grounds will in a tenfold ratio compen-
sate them. In other respects they are working cheerfully.

.—

I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) C. Hamilton, s. M.

 

(No. 12.)

INDUSTRY.

THE apprentices are taking off the crops ; the overseers mention that they do not appear
to work with that cheerfulness as they have done. The canes are short, and it is generally
supposed that the crops will not exceed last year’s crop on Hyde Hall estate. B. Schar-
schmidt, Esq., attorney and overseer, mentions that the Hyde Hall apprentices are doing
well, but that the Glamorgan and Retirement gang have not been Working well since
Mr. Pennell has been taken ill. mentioning that the apprentices have expressed that no
more special justice coming there.

(signed) C. Hawkins, 5. J.

 

(No. 13.)

EXTRACT from a Letter dated Montego Bay, March 14, 1836, from Mr. Facey,
Special J ustice.

THE apprentices in this district are behaving well ; on Anchovy they made eight hogs-

heads of sugar last week, although the weather was unfavourable. Mr. Plummet has ex-

pressed himself much pleased with their conduct, and has in consequence ordered an

extensive supply of salt fish.

 

Q

(No. 14.)

ExrnAc'r from a Letter from Mr. Rawlim Thomas, Special Justice, dated Falmouth,
March 7, 1836.

MR. Mum‘s, the attorney, nay the proprietor of Water Valley,will be on that property in
a few days, when I purpose meeting him on points connected with the best interests and

welfare of the concern. No Christmas allowance, no perquisites to his men, and so forth,

render the people dissatisfied, and even induce them to reject the liberal offer of 2 gd. per

hour for extra work. Althou h it is necessary to teach the apprentices the value of money
and wages, yet they cannot orget their “ salt ;” nay, the very salt would give them a
relish for, and induce them to take the wages profi'ered them.

 

(No. 15.)

VALUATION RETURN.

Annotto Bay Court, 14 March 1836.
 

 

  

 

 

NAME of APPRENTICE. | A G E. HEALTH. C L A S S.

Mary Allen. About 40. Good. Non-praedial.

James Maxwell, Esq., Surgeon Aassgfiing Edward E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.

Witness for the Estate - There was no person to represent the estate, the woman herself
and one of the estate constables ave me the following par-
ticulars: Mary Allen was former y employed in the house,
and has been for the last two years at least employed as hos—
pital attendant; she is a well-conducted woman.

Witness for Apprentice - She has no witnesses.
After some consideration, it appears that Dr. Maxwell

values her at 301. a year on the ground; that; it will be
very diflicult to replace her, and that she is therefore much
more valuable than any other apprentice.

Mr.
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Mr. Fishbourne - - - - - - £. 30 - — per annum. JAMAICA,
Two years five months - - , - .. .. 72 10 - _—_
Dednct one-third for casualties - - - 24 3 4

Net sum awarded - - - £. 48 6 8

 

The sum not paid.—The apprentice said it was too much.

(signed) E. E. Fishbourne, s. J.
Nona by the Marquis of SIigo.—I cannot but think this another instance of most extra-

vagant valuation.

 

(No. 16.)

VALUATION RETURN.

Bufl' Bay Court, 8 March 1836.
 

 

  

 

 

NAME of APPRENTICE. AG E. ' HEALTH. C L A S S.

Eleanor Williams, alias Eleanor Martin. 40 Good. Pmdial, unattached.

Egggflgxref‘igslfeu’}Associate Justices. Edward E. Fishboume, Special Justice.

Witness for Estate - - 'William Ross, overseer of Harmony Ha",sworn.—This woman
is emploied as a jobber in digging caneflholes and other
field wor ; considers her worth 25 l. a year to the estate.

Witness for Apprentice - Robert Cummings, sworn.—He is father of Eleanor; he is
driver of the third gang; Eleanor has six children;
the one she now carries is only five months old.

After some consideration, it appears that Mr. Bell values her
at - - - - - £21 - - per annum.

Mr.Fishboume - - - I 5 — —
”

Called upon - - - - Mr. Swire to associate with us; Mr. Swire values her
at - - - - - £.21 — — per annum.

Fouryears and five months - - - - - f. 92 15 -
Deduct one-third for contingencies - - - ~ ' 3o 18 4

Net sum awarded - - - - £.61 16 8 ‘

 

The sum not paid.—The apprentice said it was too much.
(signed) E. E. Fishbourne, s. 1.

Non: by the Marquis of _Sligo.—I cannot but think that a woman of 40 years of age, in
this climate, having had six children, one of whom is only five months old, one who was
entitled to sit down,nnder the custom in the old slave law time, if all of them were alive,
can be worth 211. a year; I do not think that an able male negro in generel is valued
much higher; these high valuations I think are very unfair towards the apprentices.

 

—No. 203.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, ' Highgate, 10-March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to send you herewith reports of the condition of 987
estates, as regards the provision grounds of the apprentices; I vsfas induced to
make the inquiry in consequence of the report of one at least, 1f not more, of
the custodes, in their reply to my circular, that the provision grounds in their
districts had been neglected.

No. 203.

I have, &c.

The Lord Glenelg, (signed) Sliyo.
&c. &c-
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Enclosure in No. 203.

SUMMARY of RErou’rs on the state of PROVISION GROUNDS.

  

Cooper, R. S. - Hanover - - 32 Marlton, W. F. - St. Mary . t 25

Hulme, J. R. - ditto - - 45 Davies, Thomas ditto - - . 23

Oliver, T. M. - VVestmoreland - 1'] Ditto - - ditto - . . _

Philp, E. D. - ditto - - 16 Walsh, Henry - ditto - - - 10

Ditto - - ditto - - 17 Lloyd, Samuel - St. Andrew’s - - 35

Kelly, D. W. - ditto - - 19 Bournc, S. - dxtto - - . .27

Ditto - - ditto - - 11 Macleod, A. N. - St- Dorothy - - 10

Odell, John - St. James - - 14. Ditto . - ditto - - - ,3

Ditto - - ditto - - 2 Gurley, John - Clanendon - — 24

Finlayson, W. - ditto - - 20 Ditto - - dttto - - - 4

Facey, R. B. - ditto - - 13 Ditto - - ditto - . - 10

Cocking, R. - ditto - - 19 Nolan, . . - - Vere - - - 33

Carnaby, W. - ditto - - 19 Grant, J. W. - Manchester - - 15

Ditto - - ditto - - 9 Alley, w. H. . dnto . . - 10

Thompson, R. - St. Elizabeth - 6 Ditto - - dttto - — - 7

Ditto - - ditto - - 1o Welch, A. - ° ditto - - - 43

Reynolds, John - ditto - - 3o BayneS, E. D. . St. John . . - 9

Daughtrey, J. - ditto - - 5 Ditto . - ditto . -- - 17

Ditto - - ditto - - 10 Harris, James - St. Thomas-in-the-Vale 25

Ditto - - ditto - - .. Dim, - - ditto - - - 14

Fell, W. A. - ditto - - 19 Jones, T. W. - ditto - - . 15

Hawkins, Charles Trelawny - . 3 Ewart, D. - - St. Thomas-in-the-East 9

Ditto - - ditto - ~ 11 Dunne, P. - St. David - . 22

Thomas, J. R. - ditto - - 7 Kent,H. Captain ditto - - - 3

Ditto — - ditto - - 15 Ditto - - St. David’s and - Port 21

Dillon, T. A. - St. Ann - - 4.1 Royal.

Ditto - - ditto . - 21 Hamilton, C. - Port Royal - - 13

Laidlaw, Henry - ditto . - 9 Ditto .. . ditto . - .. 8

Ditto - - ditto - - 7 Fishbourne, E. E. St. George - - 3g

Ditto - - ditto - - 13 St. John, R. - ditto - . - 9

Woolfrys - - ditto - - 25

Rawlinson, S. - ditto - - 33 T01“, . - . 1,017

V Marlton, W. F. - St. Mary - - 2      

 

New Green Island, Hanover,

My Lord, 29 Feb. 1836.

HAVING from my first arrival in this parish directed my attention and inquiries to the

state of the provision grounds, and the attention paid to them by the apprentices, I am happy

to have it in my power to assure your Excellency, that in no part of the island do they culti-

vate more assiduously the portions of ground allotted to them ; this, of cburse,l say with the

usual reservation for cases of individual idleness.
The people, in most of the estates I have the honour to superintend, are more apt to extend

their grounds than neglect what they have, although so much of their own time is expended

in doing planting work for hire.
‘ I have, 8w.

His.Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) R. S. Cooper.

My Lord, Hill Side, Lucea, Hanover, 29 Feb. 1836.
1 BEG to state, that on inquiry I find that those negroes on the different properties visited

this last week, who have always been in the habit of working good grounds, still continue

to do so; and although on one or two of the larger estates they are not working quite so
much ground as formerly, they have still abundance of provisions. On many of‘the small
settlements there are apprentices who never would work any ground; and although they
hnve had their grounds frequently supplied and put in order, they will not attend to them
after their provisions are exhausted, but prefer living on their neighbours.

I have, &C.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) John R. Hulme.

STATE of the Negro Grounds in the District of Special Justice T. ML Oliver,
Westmoreland, 1836.

Bath - - - Very good, both mountain and other.
Blue Castle Very good, provisions plenty.
Black Heath In good cultivation.
Black Ness Very good, and contiguous.
Canowena - - - - In good cultivation.

‘ i '

Lomwall - — - ~ Excellent grounds, lowland and mountain.
Deans
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Deans Vale Water—works - Very good and contiguous. JAM
Deans Vale Dry-works - Very good: ‘ EA.
Friendship - Very good.

Very good, and contiguous.George’s Plain
Very good, also plentiful.Mesopotamia

Petersfield - - - Good condition. .
Prospect - - - - Excellent grounds.
Slralhmore - - - Good mountain grounds.
Shrewsbury - - - Excellent grounds.
Three Mill River - - Very good, also provision.
Walbro’ - - - Grounds good.

(signed) Thomas M. Oliver, s. J.
 

RETURN of Condition of Negro Grounds, Leeward District of\ Special J ustice Philp,
Westmoreland, March 1st, 1836 '

Grounds in good order, provisions plenty.
Ditto - - diuo - - ditto

Provisions abundant.
Grounds good and provisions plentiful.
Grounds much the same as usual.
Grounds good, provisions plenty.
Grounds much the same as formerly.
Provisions abundant.
Dino - - ditto.

Grounds well worked.

Belleisle -
Canaan -
Camp Savanna
Deive -
~Frome -
Fontabelle-
Glasgow -

Kin ’s Valle
Moréland -y
Mount Eagle
Mint - - Provisions plentiful.
Nonpareil - - Grounds good, provisions not scarce.
Paul Island - Grounds good, provisions plentiful.
Radem’ey - - Provisions abundant.
Retreat - - Provisions plentiful, grounds in good order.
Whitehall - - Provisions plentiful.

(signed) E. D. Philp, 5. J.
 

RETURN of Condition of Negro Grounds, Leeward District of Special Justice Philp,

- Westmoreland, March lst, 1836.

Albany - - - Provisions abundant, grounds in good order. ,

Bulstrode Grounds not so well worked as formerly, but much better than last
yenr.

Provisions abundant, grounds in good order.
Provisions abundant, grounds well worked.

‘ (signed) E. D. Philp, 5. J.

Spring Garden
Springfield -

Drummonds - - Grounds in good order, provisions plentiful.
Geneva - - - Grounds in good order, provisions abundant. 4
Harpies - - - Provisions very abundant.
Hope - - - Grounds much the same as formerly.
Hope Pen - - Grounds well worked, provisions plenty.
Lincoln - - - Grounds much the same, provisions plenty.
Longpond - - Provisions abundant. ‘
Masemond - - Grounds in good order, provisions plentiful.
M idgham - - Provisions abundant, grounds good.
Meylersfield - - Provisions abundant, grounds in good order.
Nigril Spots - - Grounds good, provisions plenty.
Retrieve - - - Provisions much the same as usual.

 

EXTRACT from Mr. Kelly’s Report, to 29111 February 1836, Westmoreland.

Chibucto, Haddo, Mackfield, Bluefields, Old Shafton, Caledonia, Mount Tursay, Dar-

liston, Clifden, Woodstock and Allower; provision grounds in good order.

 

EXTRACT from Mr. Kelly’s Report, to 7th March 1836, Westmoreland.

Grounds in good order.Windsor Forest _
Better than in 1834, as stated by the proprietor.Lennox Estate

Petersville - - Good grounds.
King’s - - - Ditto.
Culloden - - - Ditto.
Akeudoun - - Ditto.
Robin’s River; - Ditto.
Mount Edgcomb, Ditto.

‘ 166. ' Gold
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JAMAICA. Gold Shafton Good grounds

Clifden - -
Darliston -

Not very good, in consequence of bad lands.
Plenty of grounds, and better than in 1834.

—“ Hartford - - - Ditto.
Glenburnie - - Better than in 1834.
Cruise - - - Plenty of provisions.
Mr. Cooke’s - - Ditto - ditto.
Woodstock - - Better than in 1834, as stated by the proprietress.
Walsh Park - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Richard’s Lodge - Ditto - - — ditto.
Bushy Park - - Ditto - - - ditto.

 

STATE of Apprentices’ Provision Grounds in Montpelier District of Special Justice Odell,
Westmoreland.

Alexandria - - Well stocked with provisions, and in as high a state of cultivation
as before Ist August 1834. ’

Argyle Estate - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Argyle Pen . - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Cow Park - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Content Estate — Sufficiently supplied with provisions,butthe cultivation of the grounds

not so extensive as before August 1834.
Equal in every respect to what they were prior to August 1834.
Condition of grounds, Etc. not yet ascertained.

Ditto - - - ditto.
Provisions abundant, cultivation not inferior to what it was previous

to August 1834.
Knockalva - - Not ascertained, owing to the absence of the overseer when I

visited.
Plentifully stocked with provisions; grounds in .a high state of

cultivation.
Grounds well supplied, and cultivation thereof much improved since

August 1834.

Chester Castle -
Friendship -
Golden Grove -
Hermitage Pen

Ramble -

Silver Grove

Sod Hall - - - Unable to ascertain, owing to the absence of the manager on my
last visit.

York Pen - - Forgot to make the inquiry when on the property; shall do so on
next visit.

(signed) John Odell, s. J.

 

STATE of Apprentices’ Provision Grounds in Montpelier District of Special Justice Odell,
Westmoreland.

Knockalva - - Grounds amply stocked with provisions, and the cultivation of them
more extended than before August 1834.

Sod Hall - - - Grognds in a far better state of cultivation than before August
1 34.

N.B.—The state of the provision grounds on the other properties visited during the week
has already been reported. I hope to complete a statement with respect to those remain-
ing unreported by the ensuing week.

(signed) John Odell, s. J.

 

My Lord, Montego Bay, St. James’s, 1 March 1836.
IN compliance with your desire of the 16th instant, to be furnished with a report of the

state the negro grounds are in, I beg leave, for your Excellency’s information, to state,that
on Richmond Hill the head people declare the provision grounds to be in better order, and
much more provisions planted than there was before “ free came.”

Laplana the same.
Roehampton negro grounds abound in provisions, and much better cultivated, having had

more time allowed them than in 1834. On Montpelier they are represented as being
muci} in the same condition as in 1834; they have, however, this season put in an unusual
in > .

[Bpelyyederm The provision grounds on this propertyin good cultivation, well cleaned and
abound in all sorts of provisions; better cultivated than in 1834.

Ducket Spring. The overseerinspected the negro grounds very lately ; found them clean
and a great quantity of provisions growing; they have also cleared and planted other
grounds; decidedly more forward than the year 1834.
Seven Rivers. Considering the nature of the soil, as well attended and cleaned as in 1834.

They are opening new land.
Huzehtymph. Very indifferent; no accounting for it.

Scatietficid.
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Scarletfield. Abounds in excellent provision grounds; they cultivate much ginger,vand JAMAICA.
by far more forward than in :834. ' —

Ginger Hill the same.
I'loyd’s Lodge. They cultivate more ginger than provisions in their grounds, the one

pa ing much better than the other.
{Inderwood. In good cuitivation, considerably exceeding the ~vear 1834.
Content. The apprentices on this property are more attentive to their grounds than ever

they were, supplying the emigrants at Seaford .Town and the market at Montego Bay.

I have, 8L0.
(signed) ' R. B. Facey.

 

REPORT as to the Provision Grounds of Mr. Finlayson’s District of St. James’s.

Saltspring Estate Provision grounds are in good order.
Saltspring Pen Provisions are plenty.

Blue Hole - - Provision grounds, especially the mountain, very productive.
Cinnamon Hill - Provisions plenty, new grounds productive.
Cornwall - - About the same state as in 1834.
Crawl - - - Provisions plenty.
East Hams - - Ditto.
Flower Hill - -
Green Pond - - Provision ground in good state, as much so as in 1834.
Hurtfield - - Provision grounds in good order, plenty of food.
Transhore - - Provision grounds in pretty good order.
Lilliput - - -
Portobeilo - —
Providence - - Grounds generally in good order, as much so as in 1834.
Retreat - - - Grounds in better condition than in 1834.
Rosehall - - -
Running Gut - - Provisions are in abundance.

Spring - - Grounds not in good order; not so good as in 1834; the gardens are
in good condition.

Success - - - Provisions plenty, as much so as in 1834.
Tryall - — - Provisions are plenty.

Montego Bay, 1 March 1836. (signed) Waller Finlayson, s. J.

 

EXTRACT from Mr. Cocking’s Report, to tst March 1836 ; St.Jatnes’s.

Canaan Estate - Provision grounds well supplied, Etc.
Castle Wemyss Ditto - - - ditto.
Spring Vale Pen - ' Ditto - - - ditto. ‘
Bell Field Estate — Ditto - - - ditto.
Chatham Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Charlton - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Spot Valley Estate The negroes here are not'working their grounds as formerly; with

but few exceptions, they prefer working for hire about the country,
and are notoriously fond of idling and stealing. Negro grounds
about 12 miles 06‘.

Grange Pen - Well of? for provisions, never better, Ste.
Barret Hail - - Ditto —- - - ditto.
Dumfries Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Lima Estate - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Content Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Palmyra Estate These peeple are not working their grounds as formerly, from the

same principie as adopted by Spot Valley people.
Glasgow Estate Well ofl'for provisions, 8L0.
Milemma Hail - Ditto - - ditto.
Windsor Estate - Ditto - - ditto.
Somerton Estate - Ditto - - ditto.
Virgin Valley Estate Ditto - - ditto.
Industry Estate - Ditto - .- ditto.
Memorandum.—With the exception of Spot Valley and Palmyra, the apprentiees hire

themselves during their own time, and yet do not neglect their grounds ; the men hire out,
and the women go to the grounds.

 

REPORT of the State of the Negro Grounds attached to the diflerent Properties under
charge of Special Justice Carnaby, in the Parish of St. James.

Boyne Estate - - Not generally in the same good order as at 13t Allgttst 1834, though
the majority of the people have a greater quantity of provtsnons
and ground to cultivate.

I 65. Spring
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Spring Garden - - One—third whose grounds are in as good order as before tst Au ust
1834; one-third partially cultivated, and one-third abandoneg

Unity Hal] Estate - Not in such order as at 15: August 1834, because they purchase
their provisions with money received for extra time ; abundance
of ground to cultivate.

9

Retirement Estate - a
Friendship ditto- pn :SViggig order as at 1st Auaust 1834, and abundance of

Irwin ditto - -J P '

Orange Estate ' '1 Better order than before 1st August 1834, and abundance of
Pnriing Stream ditto
.Latinm ditto -
Gilsbro’ Estate -
Lyden ditto -
Sunderland ditto
Newman Hall ditto
Flamstead ditto -
Piton ditto -
Worcester ditto -
VVilliamsfield Estate -}

-J‘ provisions.

[Better order than before 1st August 1834, and abundance of
J provisions.

Plentv of provisions, and ground in as good order as before
aSpring Mount ditto tst August 1834.

Hampton ditto -

Montego Bay, 1 March 1836. (signed) Wm. Carnaby, s. J.

Note.——For the properties of Pitform Pen, Reading Pen, Caledonia Pen, St. James’s,

Park Pen and Mount Vernon Pen, no report could be got, the proprietors not being at

home on my visit, and no one there sufficiently acquainted to furnish me with the

information.
W. C.

 

SECOND REPORT of the State of the Negro Grounds attached to the difl'eren: Properties
under charge of Special Justice Camaby, in the Parish of St. James.

Catharine Mount
Paradise Pen -

8Lc.; sufficiency of ground to cultivate.

Reading Pen — - Not in such order as on lst August 1834; sufficiency of ground to
cultivate.

Pitform Pen - - In as good order as in August 1834, and abundance of provisions.
Fairfield - - -
Bellfield - - - Not in such good order as on 1st August 1834, because the estates

Carthagena - - being so contiguous to the town of Montego Bay, the people

Catharine Hall - employ their time in collecting and disposing of grass, wood, fish,

 

Durnhill - - In as good order as on 1st August 1834, and abundance of excel-
lent provisions.

Montego Bay, 8 March 1836. (signed) Wm. Carnaby, s. J.

My Lord, I Montego Bay, St. James’s, 8 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to send your Excellency an additional report on the state of the

negro grounds in my district.
To complete the whole, I only want information as to Caledonia, St. James’s Park and

Mount Vernon Pens; and though I am almost certain the grounds attached to those pro-

perties are in excellent order, yet I am desirous to see the proprietors before reporting this

to your Excellency. .I have, 8L0.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W77“ Camaby, 5- J-

&c. 8w. 8w.

 

A REPORT on the State of the NegroGrounds in the District oi‘ Special Justice Thompson,
St. Elizabeth’s.

Salt Springs Pen - The negro grounds are at present not very abundant; they suffered
much by late dry weather. This is the statement of the headmen
on the property; the overseer is newly come to the property, and
does not know. I saw the late overseer: he says the people on
this property have so many ways of making money by pragg that
they seldom work their grounds well.

Cashoo Pen - - I could get no information, but from an old man, who said the
grounds were so so. The overseer was from home; I could see
no headmen.

Neweil - - - The provisions are abundant now; but as for working better than
before the 1st of August, they do not ; this was the opinion of the
proprietor and overseer.

Malvem
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MalvernWell - - The new overseers could give no opinion; but the constables said
they worked pretty well, and the grounds were so so.

Hounslow - - The overseer and gang removed from Hounslow.
Alscott - - ~ The grounds have sufi‘ered from dry weather, but the apprentices have

a good deal of corn,which they carry to Black River and sell.
Burnfield and -

-1 A ‘- r In th ' ‘ - 4 .
Hermllage _ - e 8 same state as above

Fuller’s Wood - - The grounds are tolerably good at present, and the apprentices are
generally pretty industrious.

Luanna, Second - The grounds are very good, and the apprentices work very well.
Delantovez - - Mrs. Kennedy says they will not work ground, But live by stealing

and plundering others. ,
Fonthill - - - The grounds are not so good as formerly, being on old land; but the

overseer is about to fence off new grounds for them ; besides, they
have stock, hogs and cattle in great numbers.

These are all the properties I have visited since I received the order last week ; and I can
only add, that in this district the apprentices have more privileges in keeping stock than I
have before known, and generally have plenty of hogs, and some have cattle and mules.

Black River, 1 March 1836. (signed) Robert Il'ltompson, 3. J.
 

CONTINUED REPORT on the State of the Negro Grounds in the District of
Special Justice Thompson, St. Elizabeth’s.

- I inquired of the overseer, on whose statement I would rely more
than any other in my district, what his opinion was as to the dif-
ference between their working their grounds now and before the
lst of August? He said they did not; that man did pretty well,
but there were others who did nothing but stealy from those who
were industrious.

Aston - - - Is a property I visit to oblige Mr. Burlton, having less than the re-
quisite~number of apprentices. From the variety of Mr. Burlton’s
avocations he is frequently from home, and on this visit he was

‘ away; Icould find no information I could write down as correct.
Commonly called, I believe, Gales Luanna. The book-keeper told
me they did not work their grounds very well. I had met the
overseer going from home; he said he could not tell me, as he
had not been long on the property; and that in consequence of
the dry weather at present, be supposed they were rather scarce in
provtsions.

Loweswork

Luanna, First

Glebe Pen - - An old man told me their grounds were so so. The Rev. Mr. Wil
liams was from home.

Fyfe’s Pen - '- A boy told me they were rather scarce of provisions now ; but they
were waiting for the rain to commence planting more.

Hodges - - - I could see no person but the houseman ; he said the provisions were
scarce just now.

These are all the properties not reported on in last week’s sheet. All join in confirming
the statement, which I believe to be true, that the extra time given to them is not spent in
working their grounds, but in gadding about, running to town, to preachings, and visiting
amongst each other, and by many in absolute sloth and idleness.
Black River, 4 March 1836. (signed) Robert Thompson, 5. J.
 

My Lord, Torrington Castle, St. Elizabeth’s, 8 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith my weekly report, and to state to your Excellency

that every thing goes on well in my district. Lately we have had heavy rains, which Is
favourable to the planters.
With regard to the provision grounds allotted to the negroes, they are very amrle; and,

with the exception of Mr. Muscheat’s people, all of my district take provisions 'or sale to
market at Black River.

 

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.
‘ &c. &c. &c. ' (signed) J. Reynolds, 5. J.

My Lord, ' St. Elizabeth’s, 7 March 1836.
THE result of my inquiries respecting the condition of negro grounds, satisfies me that

they are not in general neglected, .but that, though the people have opportunities, winch
many have embraced, of working for hire on their own days, they are too prudent not to
make their grounds the main stay. _ .

Provisions can be purchased on almost every property, and on some in very consrderable
quantities.
Of three of the four sugar estates in this district,I am now enabled to state that the pro-

duce will exceed the return of last year.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Daughtrey.
 

I 66.
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JAMAICA, St. Elizabeth’s, 7 March 1836.

—— NOTICE of the present Condition of Negroes with regard to Provisions and the State of
their Grounds.

Lacovia - - In general pretty good, but some neglect and deficiency among the
worthless, as was ever the case. The proportion of such is rather greater
here than on some other properties.

Holland - - In general well OK here for provisions, and grounds properly cultivated.

Y. S. - - Abundance of good ground, and in general we“ worked.
Ipswich - - The industrious part sell considerably, others not so well off on account of

neglect.
Spring Vale - Grounds properly attended to; no want of provisions.

(signed) J. Daughtrey.

 

St. Elizabeth’s, 29 February 1836.

No'ncns of the State of Negro Grounds, and their Condition with regard to Provisions.

Hampstead - In general good grounds, well cultivated; a surplus of provisions for sale.
Hartshall - Ditto - - - - ditto.
The Cottage - Ditto - - - - ditto.
New Savanna,- Ditto - - - - ditto.
Payne’s Town - Short of provisions; people attribute it to the circumstance of the land

they formerly worked having passed out of their master’s hands; the
master himself to their neglect; they have few provisions coming for-
ward, but complain of being too much restricted in the quantity of
land they are allowed to work. I intend to make it the subject of an
inquiry.

Giddy Hail - The people well off for provisions, working steadily at their grounds.

Mount Pleasant Dittod - - f: - d ditto. d
, The in ustrious part ave goo grounds an sufficient provisions; the

$233: E23334 feavzixerthless not so well off; I have directed a particular investi-

Whitehail - Not abundantly supplied with provisions, but pretty well off; grounds
attended to, but land rather poor.

(signed) J. Daughtrey

 

EXTRACT from Mr. Bell's Report to 29th February 1836; St. Elizabeth’s.

Harmony Hall Pen. Two Mile Wood Estate. Biscany Estate.

‘Nhitehall Pen. Lancaster Estate. Breadnut Valley Estate.
Canisbrooke Pen. Bogue Estate. Magety Pen.
Cornwall Pimenta. Elim Estate. Windsor Pen.

Micham Pen. Barton Isles Pen. Mexico Estate.

Giinook Pen. Barton Estate. Island Estate.

Grosmonde Pen.

The grounds of all the properties in this week’s report are in as good order as formerly,
and many of the apprentices are cultivating arrow—root, 8m. in a larger degree than formerly.

(signed) W. H. Bell.

 

DISTRICT of Special Justice Hawkins, Trelawny.

STATEMENT of the Negro Provision Grounds, whether worked, abundant of provisions,

or are they cultivated as well as before the lst of August 1834.

George’s - - The overseer has received no complaint of any want of provisions in negro
grounds ; does not know if the grounds are as good as previous to 131: of
Au ust 1834, not having been on estate at that time.

Mount Carfax - Mr. fifidlock, proprietor, says that the mountain grounds are neglected,
also'the sea-side grounds, and not any thing in the same cultivation as
previous to 1st August 1834. -

Windsor Castle Mr. Bullock, lessee, says that the negroes have no mountain grounds;
that the ground round the estate is in very good condition, and plenty of
provisions; has leased the property a short time; does not know how
they were previous to lst August 1834.

The remaining estates I shall send as soon as I can make the necessary inquiries, my

oversee: being absent when I called. (signed) C. Hawkins, 5. 1.

 

STATEMENT
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STATEMENT of the Negro Grounds in the District of Special Justice Hawkins.
 

NAMES 0'?
PROPERTIES. STATEMENT OF NEGR0 GROUNDS.

 

Braco - -

Lancaster -

Harmony Hall

S teuart Castle

Arcadia - -
Lysworny —

Nightingale
Grove Estate.

Brampton Bryar
Estate.

Colchis Estate

Bengal - -—

Etingdon —  

The overseer says that they are neglected, and in a worse state than
previous to the 1st August l834.

The overseer says that the people are neglecting their grounds in conse-
quence of receiving hire, and are much worse than previous to 1st
August 1834. ,

The overseer was in the mountain grounds last week; that they are
neglected; not much provisions in them, and worse than previous to
lst August 1834.

The overseer having examined the negro grounds this week, reports that
they are in a very bad state; scarcely any provisions, and in a much
worse condition than previous to 1st August 1834; also states that he
home grounds are in very good order.

The overseer says that he knows nothing about them.
The overseer has never seen the negro grounds, by the evidence of the

head driver: he says that some of the grounds are in good order,
but does not think that they are in as good order as previous to 1st
August 1834.

The overseer says that the grounds are not in such good order as pre-
vious to lst August 1834 ; that the apprentices of Nightingale Grove
purchase provisions from the mountain negro.

The overseer says they are in good order. The head driver says that
some are not in good order, not are any so good as previous to the
1st August 1834.

The overseer says the negro grounds are in excellent order; that he was
through them last Saturday, and that they have abundance of provi-
sions, and that they are equal to the lst August 1834.

The overseer says that the grounds are in good order, and that he has
abundance of provisions; cannot say as to the grounds previous to
lst August 1834.

The overseer says that the negro grounds are in as good order as they
were previous to lst August 1834.

(signed) C. Hawkins, 5. J.

 

LIST of Properties in District of Special J ustice Jos. Rawlins Thomas, Falmouth,
March 1836.

 

NAMES OF

P ROPERTIES.
STATE OF PROVISION GROUNDS.

 

Florence Hall

Clermont -
Roshn Castle -
Grange - -

Orange Grove -
Dry Valley -
Sprmo - -
Oxforod -
Lottery — -
Water Valley -
Hague - ' -
Southfield Pen
Irving Tower -

Maxfield -

Holland - -

166.

 

Abundantly supplied, and fullyas well cultivated as before
1st August 1834 - - - - - -

Abundantly stocked, and equally as well cultivated -
Abundantly stocked, and even better than in 1834 -
Grounds and gardens abundantly stocked; as well as

in 1834 - - - - - - -
Abundantly filled, and fully as well as in 1834 -
Abundantly; quiteas well stocked as in 1834 - -
Abundantly cultivated, equal to 1834 - — - -
Abundantly stocked equal to 1834 - - — ‘ -
Abundantly supplieé, quite as well as 1834 - - - toFgmrt‘hzg‘ib
Capital grounds and gardens, not lately inspected - 19836. '
Cultivated equal to 1834; well stocked - - - -
Fairly cultivated, equai [0 1834 - - - - ..
Gardens abundantly stocked, equal fully to 1834; grounds

not lately visited by overseer - - - - -
Plenty of excellent ground and garden land, but neglect-

ed by many apprentices, in consequence of the grass
and wood, which is liberally allowed the apprentices,
added to what they continually steal and sell in town -

Exactly the same as Maxfield - - - - -  ) 
(signed) Jos. Rawlins Thomas, Lieut. R. N., a. J.

In

JAM AICA.
——
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In District of Special Justice Jos. Rawlins Thomas, March 1836.

 

NAMES 0F

PROPERTIES

Visited this Month.

STATE OF PROVISION GROUNDS.
DATES

when Visited.

 

Green Side -

Hampshire Pen
Carrick Foyle -
Green Park -
George’s Valley
Orange Valley
Kent - -

REPORT and Observations on the Cultivation, Quality

 

- - Grounds extensive and good; well cultivated by some

apprentices, but neglected by others, in consequence of

grass and wood which they are allowed, but whtch they,

notwithstanding, steal and sell - -

Good and well cultivated, equal to 1834

Ditto and abundantly stocked - - ditto
Excellent grounds, and garden abundantly stocked

Excellent, and abdndantly stockeg, e ua] to 1834 -

Excellent grounds and gardens, equa to 1834 -
Good grounds and gardens; well stocked, as 1834 -

1st to 5th.
7th.

 
(signed) Jos. Rawlins Thomas, Lieut. n. N., s. J.

 

fissession of the Apprentices attached to the several sp

arbour District of St. Ann’s, collected by Specia

February to the 8th of March inclusive, 1836.
l Justi

 

NAMES of ESTATES. QualityofGt-ounds. Quantity of Provisions. Cultivation.

and Quantity of the Grounds in the

ecified Estates in the Upper Dry

ce T. A. Dillon; from the 16th

General Rentarks.
 

 

Alexandria
Abou k ir
Arbuthnot
Armadale
Abberly
Boroughbridge
Burton Park -
Ballantr -
Bennett 3 Field
Calderwood Glen
Cypress - -
Chew Magnet
Culloden
Caledonia
Cave Valley
Cave River
Carnie -
Devon -
Esling -
Greenock
Gibraltar
Hyde Park
John’s Hall
Inverness
Industry -
Lime-Tree Garden
Muir House -
Meida - -
Mount Nebo
Nutsford
Owen’s -
Rosetta -
Retirement
Richmond
Scarborough
Summer Hill -
Water Valley
York Valley

'
i
l
t
l
l
l

Kensington

Gormsdale

Waker'mg

not so good enough
tolerable - sufficient
very good - abundance
not so good plenty -

- good - — abundant - -
— excellent - unlimited - -
- good - - plentiful - —
- excellent - plenty - - -

- very good - enough - -

- excellent - more than enough -
- good - - plenty - - -
- virgin soil - abundant - -
- good - - enough - -
- good - - sufficient - -
- good - - plenty - - -
- good - - enough - -
- very good - abundant - -
- very good - more than sufficient
- good - - sufficient - -
- good - — enough - -
- good - - enough - -
- not so good sufficient - -
- poor soil - sufficient - -
- ‘very good - plenty - - -
- good - - more than enough
- good - - ditto -
— virgin soil - abundant
- good - - plentiful
- good - - enough
- good - - sufficient
- very good - abundant
- good - - plentiful

- excellent - abundance
- excellent - abundance -
- good - - more than sufficient
- decayed - enough - -
- good - - sufficient - -
- very good - more than enough

.- .. - - — - - .-

- virgin soil - abundance - -   

in progress.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto - -

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.

ditto.

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

---{

r
-
A
-
fl

---{
(signed)
 

- - Principal grounds
good, but distant.

-— Police station.
Armadaleappren-
tices have some
grounds here.

- - Cypress ap-
prentices have
some lands here. 

T. A. Dillon, s.M.

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT from Mr. Dillon’s Report to 28th February 1836; St. Ann’s. JAMAICA'

John’s Hall. Cave River. Richmond.
Owen’s. 'Boroughbridge. Lime-Tree Garden.
Hyde Park. York Valley. Nutsford.
Arbuthnot. Mount Nebo. Devon.
Aboukir. Caledonia. $outhampton.
Greenock. Gibraltar. Summer Hill.
Cave Valley. Industry. Wakering.

The apprentices have an ample supply of revisions; the markets are glutted; they are
satisfied with the position of their grounds, w ich is usually selected by themselves. The
hot-houses and dungeons are well ventilated. and any little improvements, such as white-
washing, 8w. suggested by the magistrate, have been invariably attended to.

(signed) T. A. Dillon.

 

REPORT on the State of Negro Grounds in the District of Special J ustice Woogfrys,
St. Ann’s, for the Week ending 1st March 1836.

 

 

ngg‘kfiflfl’gs. CONDITION or NEGRO GROUNDS THEREON.

Twickenham In good cultivation; plenty of provision; no falling off from August
Park. 18 .

Woodfield - The people, Mr. Clarke said, had, by consent of Mr. Justice Laidlaw,
exchanged their old grounds for new, which are now in a slate of
improvement, and they will shortly have plenty of provisions.

Union - - In good cultivation; plenty of provisions; no falling off.
Hiattsfield -
Healthy Hills -
Happy Retreat
Hopewill -
Belmont -
Greenfield -

Bromley -
Bachelor Hall -
Soho - -
Mount Pleasant
Islington -

Shaw Park

Great Pond
Prosper Hall
Eltham -

White River -
Brothers’ Retreat

Hind’s Bogue
Hatch Hill
Belle Vue

Orange Hall

Mount Plenty -  

The same.
The same.
The same.
The same.
The same.
In poor condition; the land worn out. Mr. Smallwood, the owner,

lately arrived, is in treaty for the purchase of new land for grounds.
In good cultivation; plenty of provisions.
In good cultivation; plenty of provisions; no falling 03'.
The same.
In good cultivation generally; a good supply of provisions.
In poorcullivation ; the land worn out ; only fit for yam in the season.

Mr.'l‘urner, the executor, is expected up ; will represent the condition
to him, and the necessity of procuring better land for grounds.

Is again getting in good cultivation. The people had formerly culti-
vated Great Pond land, which was taken from them.

In good cultivation ; no falling off; plenty of provisions.
N0t well attended to lately.
Mr. Moncriefl'e from home ; constable not in place to afi'ord information; '

will report after next visit.
In good cultivation; plenty of provisions; no falling 03.
Mr. Crasser from home; constable not in place to afford information ;

will report after next visit.
In bad condition generally ; people are often jabbing at a distance.
Man of them in a neglected condition.
Mr. ' alker, the owner, not at home; could not see any of the com-

stables to obtain information ; will report after next visit.
Have again commenced the cultivation of their grounds ; were some time
ago neglected.

The gardens in fine cultivation; but the grounds, many of them, neg—
lected ; plenty of provisions in the gardens.

Note.—Several of the people cultivate grounds, on the property where they have wives
and husbands, not belonging to their masters.

166.

(signed) J . Woolfrys, s. J.

 

anort'r
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REPORT of the State of the Negro Grounds in the District ()fSpecial Justice Woolfzys,
St. Ann’s, for the Week endingr 8th March 1836 (not previously reported).

NAMES 0F
PROPERTIES.

CONDITION OF NEGRO GROUNDS.

 

CedarVaiiey -
Harmony Hill-
Relief - -
Belle Alliance -
Eltham - -
Belle Vue -
Brothers’Retreat

Thicketts -
Annandale -
Murphy Hi“ -
Spring Mount -  

In pen cultivation most of them.
In good cultivation generally, with sufficiency of provision.
In good cultivation, plenty of provision.
Must of'them in good cultivation, with plenty of provision.
Most of the grounds neglected.
Grounds generaiiy negiected, but the gardens in fine cultivation.
Grounds very well cultivated by the people, but the neighbouring cattle

has injured some of them.
In good cultivation, plenty of provisions.

Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - - ditto.

(Signed) J. Woolfrys, s. J.

 

REPORT on the State of Negro Grounds in the Moneague and Pedros

Grierpark - -
Peunysson -
Edinburgh Castle
Concord - -
Little River -
Rodon Hall -
Bonne Ville —
Bradfieid -
Phoenix Park -

Moneague, 9 March 1836.

District of St. Ann’s.

Grounds in good cultivation, abundance of provisions.
Ditto - - - ditto.

Grounds in good order,abundance of provisions.
Attentive to grounds, no complaints of deficiency of provisions.
Grounds in good order.
Abundance of provision grounds, in good order.
Attentive to grounds.
Abundance of provisions, grounds in excellent order.
Provisions plenty, generally very attentive to grounds.

(signed) Henry Laidlaw.

 

REPORT ofthe State of Negro Grounds within the District of Special Justice Laidlaw,

Unity Valley -

Crescent Park -
Union Hill -
Schwcllingburgh
River Head -

Faith Pen -
Ardoch - -

St. Ann’s, so far a; yet ascertained.

Provision grounds in a high state of cultivation, much better than pre-
vious to August 1834.

Grounds in excellent order, kept at least as well as in 1834.
Generally in very good order, as well as in 1834.
In excellent order, as well kept as formerly.
Abundance of grounds, and every attention paid to them; more ground

and better cultivated than in 1834.
In good cultivation, as good as formerly.
Payevery attention to their grounds.

Nate.—Ou all these properties reported on, they have an abundant supply of provisions,

but on every property there are always some idle worthless persons, who neglect their own

grounds and rub those of others.

Ramble - -
Woodstock -
Charleton Kings
Dixon - -
York Casde
Prosper Hall -
Carton - -
Abraham Park -
Green Park -
Rio Hoe - —
Retirement -
Endeavour -
Haddon

Moneague, 1 March 183?.

My Lord,

(signed) Ilenry Laidlaw.
 

Abundance of provisions; grounds in excellent order.
Grounds in good order.
Large provision grounds; in excellent order.
Grounds in very good order.

Ditto - - ditto.
Grounds in good cultivation. .
Abundance of provisions, and grounds in gaud order.
Extensive grounds in excelient order.
Grounds in pretty good order.
Abundance of provisions ; grounds in excellent order.
Same.
Grounds in very good order; people very attentive to them.
Grounds in good order. '

(signed) Henry Laidlaw.

 

Brownstown, St. Ann’s, 29 February 1836.
[Nanswemo the circular of 16th instant, respecting the grounds belonging to the negroes,

I beg to state, in the first place, that through the whole of this district they have a great
abundance 0t prowstous; and, In the second place, With few exceptions, they are as well cul-

' tivatcd
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tivated as before the tst August 1834. An immense quantity of provisions are sold every
Saturday, at Brownstown and Stewartst‘own, and taken to Falmouth and other places in
Trelawny.

I have, 8w.
T'ne Marquis of Sligo, 8m. (signed) Stanley Rawlinson, s. 1.
 

Exrmc'r from Mr Marlton’s REPORT, to 8 March 1835, St. Mary’s.

Trinity - - Provision grounds as well cultivated as previous to August 1834.
Tryall - - The same.
 

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s.
IN reply to a circular, “ The King’s House, 16 February 1836,” relative to the rovision

grounds of the apprentices in my district, I have the honour to represent to your ordship
that I have made inquiries during the last fortnight, the result of such inquiries being, that
the apprentices work their grounds as well as previous to August 1834, and that provisions
are in abundance. Port Maria market is well supplied ; the apprentices are quite alive to
their interests in this respect. I have observed a great improvement in the gardens about
the apprentices’ houses during the year; their half of Friday, and other spare hours, are
employed mostly in this way. I have heard more remarks made about the. apprentices
taking more ground than they had, for the purpose of raising provisions for sale, than that
they were not working.

I have, 8w.
(signed) Wm. Marlton, & J.
 

My Lord Marquis, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 1 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to write your Excellency that the apprentices on the respective pro-

perties in this district have abundance of provision grounds; and are as Well cultivated a-
before the 1st August 1834..

.I also beg to acquaint your Excellency that they are in the constant practice of taking
the surplus of their provisions to the Kingston market. I have 8:.c

(signed) Thomas Davies, 3. .r.
 

LIST of Properties in the District of Thomas Davies, Special Justice, St. Mary’s,
7 March 1836.
 

NAMES. STATE OF CULTIVATION.
 

Have abundance ofprovision grounds well cultivatedas before
1st August 1834'.

Ditto - - - ditto.
Grounds in a good state of cultivation and a sufficiency.

Ditto - - - ditto.
Have abundance of provisions; grounds well cultivated.

Agua—uita Vale Estate

Agua-ulta Vale Pen —
Albany Estate - -
Ballard’s Valley Estate
Belfield Estate - -
Berry Hill Pen - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Cape Clear Pen - Ditto - - - ditto.
Carlton Estate - - Ditto -. - - ditto.
Clermont Pen - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Clonmell Pen - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Cromwell Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Egypt Police Station
Esher Estate -
Friendship Estate

No grounds cultivated.
HaVe abundance of provisions; grounds well cultivated.

Ditto - - - ditto.
Green Castle Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Harmony Hall Pen - Ditto - - - ditto.
Isiington Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Llangley Estate - itto - - - ditto.
Markham Hall Pen ~ Ditto - - - ditto.
Moore Hall Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Neurry Estate - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Nonsuch Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Nutfield Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Orange Hall Estate - Ditto - - - ditto.
Pimenta Hiil Pen - Ditto '. - - ditto.
Tremolesworth Estate Ditto - - - ditto.
Water Valle Estate - Ditto - .- - ditto.
White Hall 'tate - Ditto - - - ditto. 

I beg leave to state, it has been remarked from some estates the apprentices are more dis-
posed to run over the grounds than under the old system, thereby destroymg woodlands.

(signed) Thomas Dames, s. 1.

l 66. Mr.

 

JAMAICA.
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Mr. Walsh’s Report, st. Mary's.

 

17th February 1836 - Industry - - - - Provision grounds in good order.
Ditto - - ditto - Prospect Pen - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - ditto - Tower Hill - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - ditto - Spring Valley - - - Ditto - - - ditto.

19th - - ditto - Warwick Castle - - Ditto — - - ditto.
2m - - ditto - At Windsor - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
22d - - ditto - Goshen Estate - - - Ditto - - - ditto.

Ditto - - ditto - Goshen Pen - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - ditto - Up Park - - - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - ditto - [Spring Garden - - - Ditto - - - ditto.

23d - - ditto - Mount Pleasant - - Ditto - - - ditto.
Ditto - - ditto - Content - - - - Ditto - - - ditto.

My Lord, Stony Hill, St. Andrew, 8 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Excellency’s red ink slips, as transmitted by

Mr. Nunes’ letters, as also your Lordship’s circular of the 16th ultimo.

I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship I have long drawn my particular attention to the

cultivation of the negro provision grounds; I can report, with the exception of four sugar

estates, viz. Waterhouse, Pembroke Hall, Moiynes and Maverly, the grounds throughout
my present extensive district are in high order. On the four properties particularized there

was no attention, until after the abolition of slavery, paid to the cultivation of provisions,

the negroes having a privilege of cutting wood, for which, owing to the 'short distance to

Kingston, they met ready sale; they have, however, since opened grounds, which are pro-
gressing into a state equal to the wants of the people. '

A long—estabiished custom of the negroes in forming reputed connexious on distant pro-

perties will, I know, make it impossible for either the magistrate or the manager to cause

every apprentice to have sufiicient grounds on the property to which he is attached, without

acoercion I should be sorry to attempt; because where those connexions are formed they

generally make choice of grounds on the property where provisions are most productive.

omplaints of this nature have been made to me, but I always advised, when the parties
were otherwise wellinciined, it would be as we" not to noticeit; particularly where I found

an abundance of grounds of little or no value to the proprietor. I have also to add, that
there are incorrigible idlers, ofabout one to every 50, on almost every property, long accus-

tomed to running away, who are so hardened from frequent workhouse and other punish-
ments, that all the coercion within the power of man cannot reform; when such persons are
brought before me, I generally recommend that they be fed from the overseer’s house, and

made do necessary work about the buildings in the time that would be allowed them by law,

which I find the best method of keeping them from plundering.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Siigo. (signed) Samuel Lloyd, 8. M.

 

My Lord, » . St. Andrew’s.

WITHOUT any exception, the apprentices on the estates I have vtsned since your Excel-

lency’s directions to inquire, are working more grounds, and as well, If not better, than before

the commencement of the apprenticeship. . . ‘

Exce ting the case of the Messrs. Chivannes, which I have written to your Excellency

about, t ere is nothing worth notice to refer to on the state of my district.

' I have, Ste.

9 March 1836. (signed) St. Bourne.

 

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, St. Dorothy, 2 Mareh 1836.

IN reply to your Excellency’s circular of the 16th ultimo, I have the great satisfaetlon of

informing your Excellency that the reports I have received front overseers! as far as

have gone, respectin the state of the negro grounds of their respective properties, Is in the

highest degree grati ying. The overseers of the following properties have reported the

negro grounds to be in excellentorder: Nightingale Grove, Lodge, WhIm, Seven Plano

tations, Chateau, Longville, Mamee Gully and Bodle’s Pen.
I have, Ste.

(signed) Alexander N. Macleod, s. u.

I have been prevented by Mr. Willett’s indisposition from inquiring particularly respect-

ing Kelly’s and Green Walk, but I have no doubt of your Excelléncy’s havmg received

ratif'in information as to both those ro erties.

8 ’ g P P (signed) A. N. M.

M! 
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My Lord, 4 01d Harbour Market, St. Dorothy, 9 March 1836. JAMAICA.
I HAVE to state to your Excellency that the behaviour of the apprentices of this district ——

has been satisfactory during the past week, with the single exception of Bushy Park, where
I have been obliged to impose a penalty of three days’ labour in the field gangs.

I have now visited every property since the receipt of your Excellency’s order to report
on the state of the negro grounds, and I feel the most cordial satisfaction in acquainting
your Excellency that they were never known to be in better order.

I have, 8w.
(signed) Alexander N. Macleod, s. M.

 

My Lord, Fanachy, Clarendon, 9 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordshiia list ofthe estates in my district, all of

which have been visited since I received your ordship’s circular, wherein your Lord-
ship has been pleased to direct me to report the state of the negro provision grounds on
each, whether they have abundance of provisions, and if the cultivation is as good as before
the 1st August 1834.

I have, &c.
(signed) John Gurley.

AIeXandria - Abundance; cultivation as good as on Ist August 1834.
Ashle ’s - - - Ditto - - — - ditto.
Clark 8 - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Ennet’s - - - Ditto - 4 - - - ditto.
Fountain - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Four Paths - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Kupens’s - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Ludlow - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Low Ground - - Ditto - - - - ditto

The people have complained of their grounds having been tres-
passed on b the neighbouring properties’ cattle, from which
they are 811 ering.

Abundance; cultivation as good as in August 1834.
Ditto - - - . ditto. '

Lucky Valley

Mullet Hall -
Mount Hindmost
New Ground - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Oakes’s - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Old Plantation - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Pindar’s River - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Pindar’s Valley - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Pennant’s - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Retreat - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Beckford’s Rock River Cultivation considerably extended. ‘
Provost’s R. River - Cultivation as good as in August 1834.
Rose Hill - - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Sutton’s - - Ditto - - - - ditto.
Savoy - - . Ditto - - — - ditto.

 

EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Gurley, dated 24th February 1836.

ON the properties where I have made particular inquiry as to the state of the negro
provision grounds, in obedience to your Lordship’s circular of the 16th instant, I am happy
to report as follows:

Beckford’s Rock Rivers : abundance of provisions, and cultivation considerabiy extends
since the lst August 1834.

Oakes : same as above.
Four Paths: abundance of rovisions, and well cultivated.
New Ground: abundance of provisions, and well cuitivated.

 

EXTRACT from Mr. Gurley’s Report, to tst March 1836 : Clarendon.

Beckford’s River. Oa'kes’s. Rapins’s.
Mackine. Luck Valley. Pennaut’s.
Myrtle Grove. Craw River. Savo .
Lanark. Pindar’s River. Old lantation.
The Burn. Pindar’s Valley. Sutton’s.
Ludlow.

0n the whole of these properties the people have abundance of provisions, and their
grounds 1n the best state of cultivation. On most estates the cultivation has been very
much extended smce the lst August 1834.
 

166. A STATEMENT
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A STATEMENT of the Cultivation of the Apprentices’ Grounds in the Parish of Vere:

Amity Hall -

Ashley Hall -

Bracham Cottage

Bog - '

Baymacary Pen

Bowen Hail -

Brazilletto -

Carlisie - -

Casewell Hill -

Chesterfield -

Dry River -

Dunkley's -

Exetet -

Gibbons - -

Greenwich -

Harmony Hall -

Hill Side - -

Knights - -

Milk Spring -

Money Musk -

Moreland - -

New Yarmouth -

Old YarmOuth -

Paradise - -

Perrins - -

Pusey Hall -

9 March 1836.

The apprentices on this estate have good grounds, and attend to their
cultivation; they have now plenty of com and ground provisions.

The apprentices, except a few runaways, cultivate their grounds well;
they have now abundance of com and ground provisions.

The apprentices here have good grounds, and plenty of corn and provi-
sions ; they cultivate their grounds regular.

The apprentices on this estate have the best grounds in the parish ; they
are also in the best possible order, and have plenty of provisions.

The apprentices on this property have good grounds, and attend to
the cultivation of their grounds regularly : they have now plenty of
corn and provisions.

The apprentices on this estate have plenty of provision and good grounds:
they attend to them as well as before the lst August 1834.

The apprentices have good grounds, and work them as well as E'formerly,
except a few who do not attend regularly ; they have abundance of
provisions now on the estate.

The apprentices on this estate have got the best of grounds by the
banks of a river, and have more provisions than they can consume;
their grounds are in good order.

The apprentices on this estate have very good grounds, and generally
attend regularly to their cultivation; some few do not; they have
plenty of provisnons now.

The apprentices have very good grounds, and attend much the same
as formerly to their cultivation ; they have abundance of provisions
now on the estate.

The apprentices have good grounds allowed them, and attend, with some
few exceptions, to their cultivation as well as formerly; they have
now plenty of corn and provisions.

The apprentices on this estate have more grounds than they had before
1st August, and have more provisions than they can consume ; they
attend to the cultivation.

The apprentices have good grounds on this estate, and work them as
well as before the lst August; they have plenty of Guinea corn, and
great room for sale now.

The apprentices on this estate have as much ground allowed them as
they wish to cultivate; they have abundance of all kinds of provisions
now, and attend to their grounds.

The apprentices on this estate have large grounds allowed them; they
are in good order, and have plenty of provisions to dispose of.

The apprenticea’ grounds are in good order, and have plenty of provi-
snons; I perceive no difference as to their work.

The apprentices have good grounds and plenty of provisions; they at-
tend very. regular on this estate to the cultivation of their grounds;
they always get a large crop of Guinea corn here.

The apprentices on this estate have good grounds allowed them; the
most of them cultivate them well; they have plenty of provisions and
their grounds are in good order.

The apprentices on this property have as much grounds allowed them
as they wish to.cuitivate; they have them in good order, and have
abundance of good provisions now.

The apprentices on this roperty have splendid grounds and attend
to their cultivation reguihrly; they have both corn andt provisions
now to dispose of.

The apprentices here in good seasons have plenty of provisions; they
have good groundsallowed them, and in good cultivation now; they
have plenty of corn and provisions now.

The apprentices, generally speaking, cultivate their grounds very well,
and have now plenty of corn and ground provisions; they do fully as
well as before the lst August.

Theapprentices on this property cultivate as much ground as they
Wish; they have plenty of corn and provisions, and most of them
attend to the cultivation of their grounds.
evapprentices on this estate have as much land as they Wish to culti-
vate; their grounds, with a few exceptions, are in good order, and
they have .now plenty of provisions.

The apprentices on this property have good grounds and plenty of pro-
wstons ; .they generally attend to them on Saturdays, and I know they
are now in good order.

The apprentiees haye the best of grounds, and plenty of corn and plan-
tams now In their grounds; they work them fully as well as before
the tst of August.

Raymonds
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Raymonds - .. The apprentices’ grounds are in the best of order, and have plenty of
provisions; they Seem jttst as anxious to Work their grounds as when
they were in a state of slavery.

River-side - - The overseer on this property complains that the apprentices have
double the quantity of land in cultivation more than necessary for
their support; they have abundance of provisions.

Sandy Gully - The apprentices here have as much ground allowed them as they can
cultivate; they have plenty of provisions always, and attend to their
grounds very regular of a Saturday.

Salt Savanna - The apprentices have good grounds and in good order; they cultivate
them regularly of a Saturday, and between shells; they have now
plenty of provisions.

Spring-field - - Most of the ,apprentices cultivate grounds here ver regular; those
who do not I am frequently obliged to feed; they ave now plenty
of 00m and provisions.

Straton Hall- - The apprentices have plenty of provisions, good grounds, and they
work them well.

From the good grounds the apprentices have more provisions than
they can consume.

9 March 1836. (signed) James Nolan, 8. M.

Sutton’s Pasture

 

STATE of Grounds belonging to Apprentices, District of Special Justice Grant, Manchester.
Dunsinane - - As well cultivated and as great an abundance of provisions as before

the lst August 1834.
Fairfield - - Ditto - - ditto.
Glenhead - - Ditto - - ditto.
Greenland - — Ditto - - ditto.
Green Vale - . Not so Well cultivated, and provisions not so abundant as before

151 August 1834.
Handy - - In a better state of cultivation and a greater abundance of provisions

than before the 18!. of August 1834.
Kingsland - - As well cultivated and as great an abundance of provisions as before

. 1st of August 1834.
Lugoin and Spice} Ditto ‘ _ ditto.

rove - --
Mount Prospect - Better cultivated, and a greater abundance of provisions than before

lst August 1834.
Maidstone - - Not in good order, but as well as before the 1st August 1834.
Mons - - - Better cultivated, and provisions in 8. Much greater abundance than

before the tst August 1834.
Red Bank - - Nat so well cultivated, or so great an abundance of provisions as before

the 1st of August 1834.
Shire Hampton ~ As well cultivated and as great an abundance of provisions as before

tst August 1834.
S ur Tree - - Ditto - ditto.
wilderness ~ - Better cultivated, and provisions in greater abundance than before

lst August 1834.
(signed) J. WV. Grant, 5. J.
 

My Lord, Mile Guliey Pen, Manchester, 9 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to forward my diary for the last week.
I am happy to inform your Excellency, that the state of this district is mostsatisfactory;

the ne 10 population generally disposed to industry and IabOur in then“ own time, and that
mutua understanding, so much to be desired between master and apprentice, becoming
daily more intimate.
At Battersea, Hanbury, Kendal, Blue Mountain, Beilfield and Bellair, the negro grounds

are all well cultivated and abundant.
Mayday, Bloomfield, Daly’s Grove and Bruma’lia in the Mandevilie district are reported

as not so well cultivated as before the 1st of August.
Your Excellency will find by my diary, that in my own district there have been no com-

plaints on the six properties visited this week. I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W. H. Alley, s. J.
 

EXTRACT from a LETTER received from Captain A‘l/ey, dated Manchester, 1 March.
The Negro Grounds.

Very extensive, and kept as well as before 1'st August 1834.
Not so well as before the 1st August 1834.

Chudleigh -- Abundance, as well as before 1st August 1834.
Devon - - Very good, and as well as before 1st August 1834.
Struom Castle - Not so well cultivated as before lst August 1834.
Sedbury and‘ Randal Good, and as well kept as before tst August 1834.
Christiana - . - Not so well kept as before tst August 1834.

Spitsher n -
Robin’s all-
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My Lord, \Varwick, 24 February 1836.

IN reply to the circular of your Excellency’s secretary, as regards the state of the
negro grounds in this district, I beg to-state, for your Excellency’s information, that all the

negroes in this district have ample grounds and provisions, and that instead of any com-

plaint of the planters of insufliciency, they regret the negroes being able to grow'so much
as they do for sale, and that they have so much land at. their disposal. In fact, such is the
quality of provision ground here, that the negroes grow a great deal more than they require,
there being always a demand for it from the shipping, from the lowlands,._and from the
other parts of the parish; they also sell largely to the police.

I have, 8L0.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Arthur Welch, s. 1.

kc. 8w. 8L0.

 

STATE of Provision Grounds in the District of Special Justice E. D. Bayms,
St. John’s, 1836.
 

. Comparative Cultivation

NAME OF ESTATES. Present State of Grounds. with that

Previous to Ist August 1834.
 

BrOWn’s Hall - in ood order - quite as good as formerly.
Cedar Mount - in igh cultivation in as good order as formerly.
Clifford’s - - in excellent order ditto - ditto.

Content — - in fair order - nearly as good as formerly.
Fuller’s Rest - in good order - quite as - - ditto.

Hermitage - ditto - - nearly as - ~ ditto.
in fair order -
in ood order -
in fair order -
in ood order -
Ema - -

very indifferent
in ood order -
in fair order -

much the same as formerly.
ditto - ditto.

as good as formerly.
ditto - ditto.
ditto - ditto.

not at all improved.
as good as formerly.
much the same.

Neau de Bolas -
Lennox Hall -
Mountain River
Mount Pleasant
Point Hill District
Prospect - -
Retirement -
Red Hill District
Pleasant Hill - ditto - -' - ditto.

Water Mount - extensive and in excellent
order - - - - quite as good as former] .

Retreat - - - - in extremely bad condition much Worse than formeriyy.

Continuation of E. D. Baynes’ Report.

Belmont - - - - in ood order ~ - - no difference.
Taylor’s Crawle - - itto - - - - ditto.

Giblatore- - - - generally good - - ditto.

Mendes - - - - in fair order - - - much the same.

Lloyd’s - - - - - - - - - can procure no information from
the manager; the grounds are
very extensive, and would take
a fortnight to visit.

in good order - - - as before.
in very good order in ge-

Mount Pleasant -
Point Hill Properties

neral - - - - no difference.
Spring Mount - - - in good order - - ~ ditto.
Spring Vale - - - in excellent order - - ditto.  
N.B.—It is to be observed, that almost on every property there are several bad charac-

ters who have never been in the habit of cultivating grounds, and who still Prefer, at the

risk of detection and punishment, preying on those 0 the honest and industrlous.

(signed) E. D. Haynes.
 

A REPORT on the State of the Negro Provision Grounds on the Properties in Special

J ustice Harris’s District, St. Thomas’s Vale, visited on 22d and 23d February 1836.

Pleasant Farm.——Mr. Butler, the overseer, says that the apprentices have plenty of pro-

visions ; he considers the cnltivation of their grounds better now than prev1ous to the 1st

Au ust 1834. . .

(gimme Mount.—Mr. Hobbins, the book-keeper, states that the negro provmon grounds

are in high cultivation ; they have a great quantity of provisions; grounds are m a better

state of cultivation now than previous to tst August 1834; the book-keeper frequently Visits

the rounds.
g Stirling
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Stirling‘Castle.—Mr. Kinkead, jun., the overseer, states that the apprentices have abun-
dance of provisions; the cultivation of their grounds is well attended to ; the overseer
frequently visits the same. Those idle apprentices who formerly would not work grounds
are now in that respect industrious, and have excellent grounds; considers the cultivation of
their grounds better now than previous to 1st August 1834.

Byndloss.—-Robert Allan, the overseer, states that the apprentices have plenty of provi-
sions; with a few exceptions, their grounds are in a high state of‘ cultivation. Overseer
thinks they have not so great a quantity of land in cultivation now as previous to Ist August
g834, but they have abundance for their own consumption: some few do not work grounds,
1preferring to labour for their fellow apprentices, and to be paid in bread-kin d for their
abour.

' ()rangefield.——Mr.M‘Dermott, owner, states that the apprentices have abundance of
provisions for their own consumption; their grounds are pretty well cultivated, but not so
much so as could he wished; nor are they considered as much cultivated as previous to 1st
August1834.

Treadways.—Mr. Russell, the overseer, states that the negro provision grounds are in
the finest state of cultivation, better than any the proprietor possesses on the estate, and
their grounds have of late become an object of more serious consideration to them than the
welI-doing of the proprietor’s cane—fields; further, their grounds were in some measure
ne lected in 1834, with all the advantages they now possess, as respects new land.

aza Mount.—-Mr. M‘Donald, the overseer, states that there is no complaint of want of
provisions among the apprentices, but that the grounds are not in that state of cultivation
that they were in previous to lst August 1834; they, the apprentices, have since mostly
cultivated small gardens, and for the last several months the major part of the people have
been in the habit of hiring themselves out to labour on neighbouring properties for money:
in consequence their grounds do not receive that attention from them that should be paid.
It. is apprehended the apprentices will ere long materially neglect the cultivation of their
grounds, particularly if they can continue to procure employment in their own titne for
mone .

Mtfiloch.—Richard Johnston, constable and over‘looker, states that the apprentices are
attending well to their grounds; they have a‘ good deal of provisions; the grounds are
worked as well now as in the old time.

 

REPORT on the State of the Provision Grounds of the Negroes on the Properties in the
District of Special Justice IIarris, St. Thomas-in-the-Vale, visited between 24th February
and 1st March 1836, inclusive.

Palm.—The negro grounds on this property having been some time since trespassed upon
and damaged by the cattle from a neighbouring property, that the apprentices are now in
a great measure abandoning their old grounds and cultivating enlarged gardens; the
apprentices have a sufficiency of pmVisions for their own support, and when the new grounds
they are establishing as gardens yield their harvest, the apprentices will have abundance of
provisions. There are a few of the apprentices of an idle wandering unsettled spirit, who
under the old system could not be made to keep a ground in cultivation, who have now no
established grounds, and who live by carrying on a petty system of plundering, and the
gathering cocoa-nuts and other diflerent fruits as they come in season, and taking them to
market for sale; or, if a fit of industry should occasionally seize theta, they would labour
for their fellow-apprentiees for a while. As to these the law will be put in force, but it is
apprehended that the property will have not only to establish grounds, but to keep them
in cultivation; for, by their indolence and neglect during their own time, the grounds thus
established would soon run into ruin ; and the law points out no coercive power to ensure
their labour in their grounds in their own time.

Recess.~—Mr. Gyles, the owner, says that his property is a very grateful yielding place for
firovisions; that his apprentices have a quantity of provisions, and that he considers that

is apprentices generally have their grounds in as good a state of cultivation now as previous.
to the 1st August 1834.
Dover Castle.—Philip Read, a constable and headman, says that the people on this

property for the last ten years and upwards had established grounds, by consent, on an
adjoining property; that they have all along had good gardens on Dover Castle; that
about two months since the proprietor of the adjoining property gave the overseer of
Dover Castle notice that the apprentices must quit,‘ which the negroes were not unwillin to
do, as latterly they had been much disturbed by trespasses of cattle. Since then t ey
have been opening grounds on Dover Castle, and are industriously engaged in establishing
new grounds; their gardens being good, they, the apprentices, have from thence,’ and with
the assistance of a market close by, a comfortable support. When the new grounds come
in they will again have abundance, not,only for their own consumption, but for sale. I do
not perceive any want of industry amon the people in attending to their grounds now;
they are as industrious now as they were clone the lat August 1834.
Rose HalI.—James Graham, constable, says that the grounds the negroes had in the

mountains are about seven miles off (the people say they are too far ofl“); there are none of
them working their mountain grounds, but they are working very large gardens ; they have
plenty of provisions in; they are now working their gardens as industriously as they
worked their mountain land before the lat August. '

166. ‘ Tulloch.
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JAMAICA. Tulloch.—Wi]liam Richardson, book-keeper for the last three years on this property, says
--— that the negroes have a great abundance of provisions; that they have a quantity of land in

cultivation ; that he frequently inspects their grounds, and observes they are in a fine state
of cultivation, and kept quite clean; that he considers their grounds more extensive, and
fully as well cultivated as previous to the 1st August 1831..

Enfield.—William Smith and Francis Graham, constables, state the negroes on Enfield
have plenty of provisions; they are in no want of prévisions. The negroes work their
gardens well; they also work their grounds, but not so much so as they work their gardens;
some work only their gardens; they work large gardens. Those who work their grounds,
work them as well and as much as in the old time, before the lst August.

Berkshire Hall.—Mr. De la Motte, book-keeper, states the negroes on this firoperty have
a great abundance of provisions; they sell a good deal; provisions are boug t from them
for the overseer’s house; they keep up the cultivation of their grounds, which are in
a capital state of cultivation; theyare as attentive to the working of their grounds as
formerly ; there are three or four who do not work their grounds, but attend to the care of
their gardens; there are others, about half-a-dozen, who prefer attending the markets, and
bartering fruit for provisions, and occasionally working for others; these do not care for
tilling the land. '
Richmond Hill.——Mr. Duncan M‘Pherson, overseer, says the apprentices have abundance

of provisions; they sell a good deal. Their grounds are in very good cultivation; be
frequently visits them, and he considers that the negroes’ grounds are as well cultivated now
as before the 1st August 1834.

Spring Farm.— Mr. Godfrey, overseer, says the apprentices on this property have
abundance of provisions, and sufficient for sale. The greatest part of the apprentices cul~
tivate their grounds very well, and the grounds are in as fine a state of cultivation as they
were formerly, before the tst August 1834. There are three men who are married, and live
with their wives on adjoining properties, and it is believed they work their wives’ grounds
as the custom is among the negroes, for they are seen bringing baskets of provisions fre-
quently to their houses here.

Cotswold.-—Mr. Henry Rees, overseer, states the apprentices have abundance of pro-
visions; no complaints of any want. Those who cultivate grounds on the property have
very flourishing provision grounds; they dispose of provisions. Some of the apprentices,
men and women, have wives and husbands off the property, who cultivate the grounds of
their partners with whom they live. There are some who now have no new grounds in cul-
tivation, depending upon the ruinate provision grounds.

Byhrook.—-Charles M‘Leod, head carpenter, states that before the tst August 1834 the
people had very good negro grounds, but since then about half the people haveygrea-tly
given up their grounds, and turned their attention to their gardens; that the other half still
cultivate their grounds, but not so well as before the lst August 1834 ; that they also have
good gardens; that all the people work their gardens now quite as well as they worked
their groundsbel'ore time; that they have provistons for their own consumption, but not in
great abundance, in consequence‘of having so given up their grounds and taken to their
gardens; that the land on which they had their negro grounds before August 1834 having
been in dispute for awhile, during which time their grounds were much trespassed upon,
\taslthe principal reason that induced them to think of paying more attention to their
"art ens.
a Shenton.-Thomas Higson, head carpenter, states that at this present time only about 20
of the apprentices keep up their grounds besides their gardens; they have provisions
sufficient to make them comfortable, and they work their grounds and gardens as well and
as industriously as when they were slaves. All the others do not work their grounds, they
only work their gardens, and with what they yield, and the different fruits as they come in
season, and with such salt things as they may occasionally get, they go to market, and
make out a living that way; but which means of subsistence is considered precarious, and
not sufficient. From the tst August 1834 to tst August 1835, the apprentices kept up
their grounds pretty well, but since then a good many of their days being taken away from
them by the then overseer bringing them before the magistrate, and the distance of the
ground, nine miles, and the working them eight hours, and the idleness of some of the
people, caused those who gave up their grounds to do so. N.B.-—This property has very
recently changed managers, and measures are about being adopted that, with the assistance
of the law in this respect, if necessary, the whole of the apprentices will shortly have
excellent grounds.

Mickleton.—-Mr. Wheeler, the overseer, states that the apprentices have provisions for
their own consumption, but nothing to spare; that he does not consider they work their
grounds as well now as they did previous to the lat August 1834. Some few of them pro-
Eerly a-ttentl'to the cultivation of their grounds, and in consequence have excellent grounds;
at the mayor part of them chiefly depend on their gardens (which are not considered

sufficient for their support), and the resorting to the markets with fruit. .There are two or
three individuals of an idle and incorrigible character, who never could be made to keep
a ground in eultivation, and they are not a bit better at the present day. The law must be
enforced against these. ‘ '

Wallen’s.—VV_hen I visited this property on the 25th of February last, I did not see any
one who could give me thc'necessary information; in consequence l addressed Mr. LowndES,
the attorney, by letter, twice, and he sent the following written reply:

Dear



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 289

Dear Sir, St. Thomas’ Vale, 5 March 1836.
I HAVE received your favours of 27th February and 4th March. I have had no com—

plaints of want of provisions; but not having visited the grounds since lst August 1834,
cannot afford you the information you require. I am 8w, .
To James Harris, Esq. (signed) H. Lowndes.

New Works.--I also visited this property on 25th of February; but not being able to
rocure any information as to the negro grounds, I wrote to the overseer, who sent the fol-

Ihwing written answerz' .

Dear Sir, New Works, 4 March 1836.
I AM in receipt of your favour, and am sorry to say it is out of my power to ive you the

information you require as to the state of the negro grounds on this estate; all can say is,
that they have abundance of land, if they choose to cultivate it; but I really have never
inquired whether they did so or not. I can state, from my own observations, that they
appear to have very good gardens, and are extending them daily. I do not know if they
have abundance of provisions, but they never com plained to me of want. I

am, 8m.
To James Harris, Esq. (signed) E. Rees.

——————_—_

Knollis.—-—For the same reason as above, I was obliged to write for information, and
received the following reply :

Dear Sir, Knollis, 5 March 1836.
YOUR former note, I am sorry, was misiaid, which prevented me from answering you pre-

vious to this. I am now happy to inform you that! have had no complaints about the want
of provisions here, and I know that the people are working their grounds and putting more
land in provisions than formerly. I am &c
To James Harris, Esq. (signed) Alex. G. Keer.

 

Doree Hali.—I was obliged to write to the overseer thereof, who sent the following
reply:

Dear Sir, 4 March 1836.
I BEG leave to inform you that your note of last Friday was delivered to me, and the

same was handed to Mr. Bryan Edwards, he being here at the time: he said it was not at
all necessary to answer the questions stated in your note, or you would have had an answer. -

I am, &c.
To James Harris, Esq. _ ’ (Signed) E. Edwards.

Mount Idalia.—Indisposition Prevented my visiting this and the two following named
properties on 2d March instant; in consequence I wrote to the different overseers, who sent
replies.

Dear Sir, Mount Idalia, 4 March 1836.
YOUR letter of the 2d instant I have received, respecting the apprentices’ grounds on this

Eroperty. From all loan learn from the constables ofthis property, some ofthe apprentices
ave got good grounds, and the rest very indifl‘erent ones; and others, that are married

abroad, are working grounds abroad, and not on the property. Some of the apprentices
hire themselves out on Fridays and Saturdays for wages, and take the money to purchase
bread-kind for the week. 1 do not think that, with all the time they now have, they have
any more bread-kind than formerly.» Iconsider that they were much better ofi'in 1834;
for the more time they have now, the less use they put it to; they ramble about now more
.than they used to do when they had less time allowed them.

I am, Sic.
To James Harris, Esq. (signed) Bny’amin Williams.

My dear Sir, St. Clair, 6 March 1836.
IN answer to your note of the other day, I must first state that it is my Opinion that the

questions aSked are not authorized by the Abolition Law; nor are managers required to
overlook the provision grounds ofapprentices, as under the Slave Law; nor have I paid that
attention to them as formerly; however, I do not hesitate to give a gentlemanly answer to
a gentlemanly question, especiallyvas I see no manner of harm in the questions. I answer
them to your first question, it is beyond a doubt that the apprentices on St. Clair have an
abundance of provisions for their own use and to spare, with a few exceptions, and are in
a fair way ofacquiring plenty shortly; at present they are indifl'erently well off. Secondly,
they are as well cultivated as before the 1st August, but certainly not better; nor are they
using their extra time for this purpose; that allowed them under the old Slave Law being
more than sufiicient for this purpose, 2'. e., that of maintaining themselves.

I remain, &c.
To James Harris, Esq, (signed) W. S. Tomlinson.

h“—
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Dear Sir, Lemon Ridge, 5 March 1836.
IN reply to your request as to the state of the land occupied by my apprentices, [ have

to state that they have abundance of provisions, and their grounds are in a good state of
cultivation, with the exception of some individuals, who never did and never will cultivate
land for their subsistence. I remain, Ste.

To James Harris, Esq. (signed) Tllamas Edbury.
 

Thetford.—Mr. Bourn. overseer, and William Smith, head constable, state, that the
apprentices have plenty of provisions, so much so that almost all of them can afford to sell.
They cultivate their grounds equally as well as before the lst August 1834; they also take
great pride in having‘glood houses and gardens.
Worthy Park.—T. . Bullock, overseer, and James Anderson and Richard Henry, con-

stables, state that, with a few exceptions of indolent characters, the apprentices on this
property cultivate their grounds and gardens well; plenty of provisions in them; that they
are abundantly supplied with provisions, and that they cultivate their grounds fully as well
as previous to lst August 1834; that the indolent and idle characters only partially work
their grounds, depending in a great measure on the different fruits and ruiuate yams, and
occasionally depredations on their masters’ cane-fields, or on the grounds of their more
industrious fellow-apprentices.
Swansea Estate.—Joseph Grose, overseer, states that the greater number of the appren-

tices on this estate have good grounds and gardens, and plenty of provisions, and attend to
their grounds well now, but not so well as formerly; but there are a great number of the
young people who neglect the cultivation of their grounds very much, consequently a num-
ber ofdepredations on the grounds of the good and well-disposed are committed ; the law
will be enforced against the lazy ones.

Swansea Coffee Mountain.—J. Grose states the apprentices on this place, with the
exception of some indolent ones, have good grounds and gardens and plenty of provisions,
and attend to them well, but not so much so as formerly; the indolent ones do little, and
nothing in their grounds.

Blue Mountain.—J. Grose considers that the remarks relative to Swansea Cofl'ee Moun-
tain may with propriety be applied to this property.

River Head.—Robert Aldred, constable, states that a great part of the apprentices have
good grounds and gardens and plenty of provisions; they work their grounds now as well
as before time. The others have very intlifl'erent grounds, and some indifferent gardens
also; they have a little provisions, but rather scarce; they hire themselves out very fre-
quently for 25. 6d. a day, and go to market with the money ; they do not pay much atten-
tion to their grounds.

Charlton.——S. Guthrie, overseer, and William Walters, constable, state the apprentices on
this property have abundance ot’provisions, but they principally work extensive gardens, and
they attend their gardens or grounds regularly for the purpose of cultivation, and they
cultivate the same equally as well now as under the old system, and in fact better; they
seem to prefer cultivating large gardens round their houses rather than their grounds
in the mountains, at distance not exceeding three miles; the apprentices were first induced
to enlarge the cultivation of their gardens, and not pay the ttsual attention to their
mountain grounds, in consequence of the repeated trespasses of the cattle of a neighbour-
ing property.
 

REPORT respecting the State and Cultivation of Provision Grounds, Special Justice Jones’
District, St. Thomas—in—the-Vale.
 

Whether they have plenty of If the Grounds are as well cultivated. ,. .
PI‘OPCI‘U" ‘ isned. Provisions, as before in August 1834.
 

Golden River - abundance - - - better.
Rent Comb - - - ditto - - - ~ ditto.
Prospect West - - ditto - - - - about the same.
Hyde - - - - plenty of fruit 8:. provisions the same.
Berwick - - - - generally speakingr plenty the same.
Neus Hall - - - plenty - - - - much the same.
Hog Hole - - - abundance - - - ditto.
Hillside - - - - ditto - - - - better.
Mount Industry - - ditto - - - - ditto.
Glengofl' - - — — on these propertiestheapprentices
Belgar - - - -} ditto - - - - { haveanalmostincrediblequan-
Lucky Hill - - - ‘ tityofprovisions incultivation.
Mount Concord - ditto - - - - much the same.
Mount Matthews 81. Cas—}

sava River . - ditto ' - - - ditto.  
(signed) T. Watkins Jones, 5. J.

 

Upon
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Upon all coffee properties the apprentices have a quantity of ground in cultivetion for JAMAICA.
provisions, some 8 or 12 acres; this I think impolitic, for this reason, that they Will never -—
work in their own time for their masters while they have such an indulgence extended to-
wards them. I have even heard of persons (apprentices) employing others in their own
time, when they would not Work for their “ massa,” so great was the extent of ground culti-
vated by the apprentices employing. . .

2 March 1836. (Signed) T. Watkms Jones, 5. J.

 

REPORT of the State of Provision Grounds, Special Justice Ewart, District of
St. Thomas—in-the-East.

Pembroke Hall, well cultivated, exception three or four.
Stanton - - - ditto - - - ditto.
Green Wall - — ditto - - - ditto.
Creighton Hall - ditto - - - ditto.
Wood Hall — - ditto - - - exceptionstwo or three.
Mount Champney - ditto - - - ditto.
Middleton - ~ ditto - - - ditto.
Stony Gut - - ditto - - - ditto.
Burrowfield - - ditto - - - ditto.

Information obtained from overseers.

21 March 1836. (signed) D. Ewart, s. 1.

 

AN AtCOUNT ‘of the State of the Grounds belonging to the Negroes on the followingProperties in the District of Special Justice Dunne, in the Parish of St. David, viz.

Sheffield - - - - Grounds as wellattended to as at. any former period, if not.i better ; provisions in abundance.
Manheim - Same.
Belleblare -
River Head -
Cocoa Walk -
Minto - -
Sherwood Forest
Woburn Lawn -
New Battle -
Friendship Retreat
Mount Pleasant -
Ayton - -
Carrick Hill
Radnor -
Hermitage
Windsor Forest
Fair Prospect

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

I
t
u
a
l
l
g
l
l
l

Norriss -
Swamps -
Albion -
Lloyds -
onlus Valley

8 March 1836. (signed) Patk. Dunne, s. 1.
 

STATE of the Negro Grounds, Port Royal Mountains and upper part of St. David’s,
1 March 1836. .

 

N AM E S ' Whether they have Abundance ofProvisious,of the PARISH. and if their Grounds
P R 0 P E RTI E S. = are as well Cultivated as before tat August 1834.
 

Chester Vale - - Port Royal Excellent grounds, having abundance of pro-
visions: better cultivated than before lst Au-
gust 1834.

Industry - - - —— Grounds not quite so productive, but equally well
cultivated as before 1st August 1834.Clydesdale - - .. Grounds having become unproductive, a large
piecepf ground was purchased about six months
smee In St. George’s, at the request of the negroes
whtch they are now cultivating.  t 66 (continued)
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JAMAICA. N A M E S Whether they have Abundance of Provisions,

' of the PARISH. and if their Grounds

P R 0P EltT IES. are as well Cultivated as before 151 August 1834.

Resource - — - Port Royal Have excellent grounds in St. George’s, and are
as well worked as before August 1834.

Pleasant Hill

Mount Hybla

Hall’s Delight

- Have abundance of provisions, and equally well
cultivated as before August 1834.

Have abundance of provisions in their grounds;
as well worked as before August 1834.

Have' good grounds, and are as well cultivated
as before August 1834.

Westphalia - - —— Have plenty of provisions, and .their grounds better
cultivated than before 1st August 1834.

Berwick - - - — Have abundance of provisions, and their grounds
better cultivated ; are every day extending them.

Strawberry Hill- - —- Have abundance of revisions both for their own
use and market tra c; grounds better cultivated.

Robertsfield - - -— Have abundance of provisions, and equally as well
cultivated as before lst August 1834.

— Have abundance of provisions, and grounds equaliy
well cultiVated.

St. David’s Have every reason to believe they have plenty of
provisions, and their grounds as well cultivated as
before August 1834.

Sheldon - - - —- Have provisions in abundance, and are cultivating
more grounds than before lst August 1834.

Bryan t’s Hill

Old England

Penlyne Castle - - — Grounds deteriorated and not so productive, but
equally well cultivated as before August 1834.

Farm Hill - - - — Have good grounds, and equally as well cultivated
as before August 1834.

Whitfield Hall - - — Have good grounds, and, as they are daily extending
them, it is but fair to infer they are as well cul-
tivated.

Have abundance of provisions, and are daily extend-
ing their grounds.

Abbey Green

Hibernia - - - — Have good grounds, and are as well cultivated as
before August 1834.

Somerset - - - —- Have good grounds, and as well cultivated as before
August 1834.

Epping Farm - - -— Have good grounds, and as well cultivated as before
lst August 1834.

Mount Faraway - Port Royal Have good grounds. and equally as well cultivated
as before August. 1834.

Pimento Grove - - St. David’s Have excellent grounds at Shooting River, and are
as well cultivated as before August 1834.

Clifton Mount - - St.Andrew’s Have good grounds, and equally as well cultivated
‘ as before 1st August 1834.  

(signed) H. Kent, 5. J.

 

STATE of the Negro Grounds, District of Special Justice Hamilton, Port Royal Mountains.

Extract from Mr. Hamilton’s Diary 10 29 September 1835.

Little Hope. Trafalgar. Orchard.
Habustadt. Hopewell. Mocho.
Lower Lucky Valley. Petersfield. Drummond Castle.
Good Hope. Washington. Dallas Castle.

Provisions in abundance; grounds in a high state of cultivation, better than before 1 August
1834.

Mr. Hamilton’s Report.

22 February.,—Glenfuilas: provisions plentiful; grounds said to be in good order, same
as befgre 1 August 1834. Some of the apprentices cultivate two extra grounds for corn and
peas, 1ndependent of their original ground for provisions.

 

My
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My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal, 1 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit my report for the past week, together with a list

of properties visited during the last month, and declaration ofpostage incurred to 29th ultimo.
There has been nothing to alter the favourable opinion I entertain of the good conduct

of the apprentices in this district; they are going on steadily. 'l‘he unsettled state of the
weather has in a great measure prevented most of the properties completing their crop.

I have made the most minute inquiry relative to the state of the grounds belonging to
the negroes, whether they are in as high state of cultivation now as before the 1st August
1834, and I have been crediblyI informed by the overseers and constables that they are in a
flourishing state, so much so t at on many properties (where much industry prevails) many
of the apprentices possess three grounds; they cultivate principally provisions, peas, com
and vegetables. There are, however, I am sorry to state, a few indolent characters on most
properties that will not cultivate their grounds at all, although they have had lands given
to them ; the consider it more advantageous by hiring themselves to other apprentices to
convey their oads to market, thereby their grounds have become totally neglected; I have
however impressed upon them the propriety of cultivating the lands assigned to them.

1 have, 8m.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) C. Hamilton, 8. J.

800. 8m. 8m.
 

Ex'nuc'r from Mr. Hamilton’s Diary to 7 March 1834.

Mount Elizabeth.—Provisions plentiful ; grounds in as good state of cultivation as on
1 August 1834.

Violet Bank-—The apprentices on this property are quite averse to cultivating their
rounds in provisions ; principally a little peas and corn.
Penhill.—Provisions plentiful; excellent state of cultivation; better than before 1 August

1834.
Mahogan Vale - Ditto.
Windsor odge - Ditto.
Green Valley - - Ditto.
Chesterfield - - Ditto.
Eleven Mile Tavern - Ditto.
 

REPORT upon the State of the Negro Provusion Grounds, as required by the Circular Letter,
dated 31 January 1836, District of Special Justice Fishboume, St. George.

Albany and Mount Vernon.—-The people have plenty of provisions, but they do not cul-
tivate their grounds as well as formerly.

Belvidere.———The same as the above.
Buff Bay River.—Some have plenty, while others have little or none; no person wants

food, because they work extra time for money. The grounds have not been inspected since
August 1834. ,

Cottage.—The people appear to have plenty of provisions, for they sell every week at
Annotto Bay market. As the grounds have not been regularly inspected since August
1834, no opinion can be given as to the state of cultivation of them.

Craigmills and Sti‘athneva.——Some have plenty, some have none. The head driver and
constable tell me that the. people do not care to put in provisions, which are almost sure
either to be stolen or destroyed by the cattle. Thievery is very common here.
vDevon Pen.—The people here have so much provisions that they sell large quantities;

the grounds have not been inspected lately.
Dover.—The peo le seldom go to their grounds on Saturday till 11 or 12 o’clock. The

soil is very prolific, but the cultivation is not as good as formerly; the people complain of
the cattlemen allowing the cattle to trespass on their grounds.
Evandale.—The industrious have great quantities, but the indolent have only enough to

live upon: all could have lenty were they inclined, for the ground is excellent.
Epsom and Content.— ‘he people sell large quantities; t ere is no want of food.
Fort George.—The soil is well adapted for growing provisions; the people have so much

to spare that many of them carry large quantities every week to Kingston market and
Annotto Bay.

Fort StewarL—The negro‘es have a large tract of land well suited for provisions; the idle
alone have not plenty. There are a few old, helpless and sickly people fed by the estate.
Complaints are made by the people against the caltlemen and watchmen for allowing
trespasses.

Gibraltar.—There is no complaint of a want of food; the grounds have not been inspected
since August 1834.
Golden Grove.—The same as the above.
Gray’s Inn.—The people here may have plenty of provisions if they will cultivate ground,

which is very good; many have excellent grounds, and the cultivation is about as good as
formerly; but some prefer to carry grass and wood for sale in Annotto Bay. There is no
want of food, although some do not work grounds. A few helpless old, without families,
and very young children without parents, are fed and clothed by the estate.
Good Hope.-- The people may cultivate as much provisions as they like in land as good

as canbe; one or two prefer to live by thievery rather than work grounds.
I 66. Hart
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Hart HilL—The industrious have plenty of ground well cultivated, and the idle only

sufficient. As the people work extra time for numey there is no want. Robbery is so
common, that many are discouraged, and many complain that cattle are allowed to trespass;

Hermitage.—'l‘he same as at Good Hope.
Harmony Hill.—The same as at Belvidere.

Iter Boreale.——The same as at Cottage.
Mammee HilI.—The same as at Good Hope.

Osborne.—The grounds are excellent, and provisions plenty ; oniy a few have not provi-
sions of their own, but they work in Other people’s grounds for food.

Ponteftact.——-'I‘he same as at Cottage.

Prior Park and Vinery.——-The same as Belvidere.

Richmond Castle.—-The people have plenty; the soil is expellent, but no opinion can be
given of the state of cultivation.

Riddington.——The people here have very good grounds, and as they have been very little
employed for the last three years, they are able to sell large quantities; cattle and hogs
trespass very much.

Williamsfield.—The same as at Devon Pen.

Windsor Castle.—The same as at Dover ; the people Complain of the cattlemen allowing
the cattle to trespass.
White River.———The people have plenty of provisions; the grounds have not been inspected

since the present overseer was appointet .
Woodstock.——Although the grounds have not been regularly inspected, there appears to

be very little provisions in them. There is no complaint made of want, except by a few
worthless runaways and thieves who will not work grounds; they work extra time and are
fed by the estate; complaints are frequently made by the people against watchmen and
cattlemen for allowing the cattle to destroy their provision grounds ; thievery is very com-
mon here. (Signed) E. Fishbourne, s. J.

 

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, 1 March 1836.
Ste. Ste. &c.

My Lord, Mount Holstein, St. George, 2 March 1836.
[HAVE the honour to forward my weekiy and monthly reports, and to inform your

Excellency that the apprentices are behaving extremely well; notwithstanding the bad
weather they go cheerfully to work. The undermentioned properties have an abundance
of negro grounds, and are far superior to what they were before the 1st. August 1834;
Balcarms, Birnam Wood, Mount Pleasant, Mount Holstein, Silver Hill, Maboe, Smith—
field, Lovely Grove and Wallinford. I have Ste, .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. St. John, 5. J.
8w. 8m. 8w.
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EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 5 March 1836.

HAVING received intimation that some transactions had taken place in the

workhouse of St. Andrew’s parish of a discreditable and illegal nature, I

directed Mr. Bourne to hold an investigation in the matter ; the result of: that
inquiry I have the honour to enclose to you. It proves that I have not hghtly
made "the charge of the corporal punishment of females, being still, in,sp1te of
all my efforts, administered in the different workhouses of this island. St. An-

drew’s, now reported, makes the sixth instance that I have had proved. Mr.
Bourne’s report shows how little attention has been paid to the rules which'have

been forwarded to your Lordship in another Despatch, as having been estabhshed

in that workhouse ; more particularly in the point of religious instruction. I fear

that where the custos of the parish does not pay his own individual attention

to the matter, many abuses take place in others of the places of confinement;
but from the high character of Mr. Maise, the custos of the parish, I feel assured
that his attention once called to it, as it has been by this investigation, no such

abuses Will again occur there. I have directed Mr. Bourne to take informations

against the particular individuals who have committed these offences, in order
that they may be submitted to the Attorney-General for prosecution at the next
assuzes.
 

Enclosure
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Enclosure in No. 204.

The EVIDENCE of Henrietta Jackson, John Macdonald, Neptune Macarty, Jane Bayly,
Eliza Thomas, William Palmer and William Barrett, given before me, after the par-
ties had been duly sworn, on the 25th January 1836, at Half—way-tree Workhouse.

Henrietta Jackson.—Lives at Argyle Pen; Mr. Jackson is her master; has been in the
workhouse; was put in the workhouse for running away and for idleness; staid in the
workhouse for 10 days; was put in the tread-mill several times, thinks about five times;
was not strapped to the mill; was not flogged there; neither of the drivers asked to take
liberties with her; no one asked to sleep with her; no person said any thing indecent to
her; none of the drivers slept with her ; she minded her work, and nothing else.
Jolm Macdonald.—Is a driver in the workhouse; remembers Henrietta Jackson; she

was put in the tread-mill every Tuesday whilst she was in the workhonse; she was in the
workhouse to days; the whip was never used in the tread-mill whilst this girl was in the
workhouse; never knew any white man take a whip from a black driver and cat a woman
with it; never heatd that any such thing was done; no woman has ever been whipped or
linked (to his knowledge) in the prison; never saw any other driver flog a woman; never
flogged any woman in the field; if the prisoners do wrong they are reported to Mr. Wright-
man, the overseer, and put in the dark hole; the prisoners are fed on corn—meal and shads,
sometimes on rice; they have a quart of corn-meal per day and one shad each; the corn-
meal is good; sometimes the fieId-gang cut grass when they find any where they are workin ;
they take it to Mr. Liddell’s (the supervisor) pen; the people go to Work after it is lig t
in the morning; they come home at four o’clock in the afternoon; they cut grass before
four o’clock; no person now works in the prison on Sundays; they grind their own tools
after church on Sundays; after day-light they go to Hunt’s Bay to wash their skin; the
prisoners used to go to church on Sundays, but they do not go now; no minister ever
comes to the prison to instruct the prisoners; never heard of any driver sleeping with any
of the female prisoners; never heard that any such proposal Was made by any one; never
heard of any immodest proposals being made by any driver to any females in the prison.

Neptune Macarty.——Has heard the evidence given by the other witness just examined ;
it is all true.

Jane Bayly.—Came to the prison three days after the races; has been in it seven weeks;
has. never been flogged since she has been in the prison ; has never been on the tread-mtll;
has never seen women there; when they will not go to the mill they are whipped; they
are whipped with cats; when they fall off the wheel, or do not go, throw themselves 06' and
bawl, they lick them ; the driver whom she has seen lick them is James, who is now in the
field (I called for the whip; it was produced; it is made oflarge whip-cord, and knotted);
has seen John Mactlonald driving one week; he whipped both men and Women; when ’
they got up and threw themselves off he licked them with the cat; since she has been in
the prison she has not seen any severe flogging; never saw any women flogged except
on the mill ; was never disturbed at night; never heard that any other prisoner was dis-
turbed; the prisoners get a quart of com—meal each per day and a shad; they never do
any other work on Sundays than grinding their tools.

Eliza Thomas.——Was never disturbed at night by any one; came in on Tuesday night.
last; never saw or heard of any driver taking any liberty with any of the ptisoners, or pro-
posing to do so.

William Palmer, Under Overseer.—-A man ,named Woolfrys, who was the driver at the
tread-mill, ran away; he (VVoolfrys) did whip some persons on the mill; Mr. Lloyd came
in and saw it and put a stop to it, and told the driver that if he did it again he would
have him flogged ; this happened about a month ago; never knew any person whipped in
the prison without the orders of the special justice; never saw any woman flogged or
licked by a driver but once; that was when an apprentice named Jeannie, belonging to
Mr. Stocks, collared the driver, and then he was forced to give her a lick ; has often been
with the gang; but never saw any person flogged; the drivers take whips out with
them.

William Barrett.—Has been in the workhouse for two Christmases; he ran away from
his master, who will not take him out; he stays abOut the yard and sees the tread-mill every.
day; has seen women on the mill; when they come off the mill, and when the time is up,
the drivers lick the women; they lick the women when they will not dance; they did so,
but they do not do so now; never saw any women flogged, except when on the tread-mill;
John Macdonald looks after the mill, and he used to lick the women when they threw
themselves ofi'the mill.
Sworn before me this 25th January 1836. (signed) Stephen Bourne, s. J.

 

AFFIDAVITS of Richard Dalmage and Agnes Davis.

PERSONALLY appeared before me, Stephen Bourne, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices
0fthe peace for the Island of Jamaica, holding a special commission, this 30th day of
January 1836, Richard Dalmage, apprentice to Charlottenberg, and Agnes Davis, appren-
tice to Pleasant Hill: having been first duly sworn, deposed.-—That they were both impri-
soned in the House ot'Con‘ection at Haltlway-u‘ee, and sentenced to hard labour, some time

169‘, before
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before Christmas last past; that both in the field and in the tread-mill men and women were
flogged with a cat by the drivers, and that they have seen wotnen flogged, when they drop-
ped off the tread-mill. to such a degree as to tear their coats from their backs, and to cause
plenty of ‘blood to flow from their bodies; that both men and women were strappedou
to the mill, and their legs hurt by the screen; that the overseer, Mr. Wrightman, used to
be present, both when the prisoners were strapped on the mill and when they were flogged
by the drivers. .

(signed by their marks.)
 

To the foregoing depositions, Agnes Davis desires to add, that Philip, one of the drivers,
twice whilst she was in prison proposed to her to allow him to have connexion with her, which
she refused, and that he threatened to punish her in consequence of her refusal; that two
other female prisoners told her that the same driver, Philip, had forced them to have con-
nexion with him; that Philip proposed to have connexion with her on the day after she went to
the prison, and that on her refusal he licked her twice over the shoulder with the cat, and told
her she would find it hard if she did not live with him before her three months were out. She
moreover swears that she saw the said Philip come into the women’s room in the prison
before day-light, and take out a pregnant woman, named Mandelia, into his own room, and
that Mandelia told her he had connexion with her against her consent. This deponent
also remembers a little girl from Mr. Jackson’s being in prison, who told her (this depo-
nent) that Robert Warddell, another driver, asked her to have connexion with him, which
she (the little girl) refused.

(signed by the mark of Agnes Davis.)
 

The AFFIDAVIT of Thomas Rookwood.

PERSONALLY appeared beforeme, Stephen Bourne, Esq., one of His Majesty’s justices
of the peace, holding a special commission, this 28th day of January 1836, Thomas Rook-
wood, who made oath as follows :

I was committed to Half-way-tree House of Correction on the 15th October last, and
remained there until the 15th instant; I was sentenced to three months’ hard labour for an
assault on Thomas Wells; I went to the field with the penal gang every day except Sun-
days and Tuesdays. On Sundays, after church time, I was employed in grinding tools for
about three hours., On Tuesday I was placed on the tread-mill; women were placed on
the tread-mill at the same time; I have seen both men and women flogged when they fell
ofl' the mill; I have seen women flogged severely; one girl belonging to Mrs. Starks was
flogged so much that Mr.Justice Lloyd asked what had been done to make such weals
on_her back. The overseer said she was obstinate, and caught the whip from the driver.
Mr. Lloyd said he would have no flogging on the tread-mill; I have seen the driver use the
cat in the field to strike those persons with who could not or would not Work; he did not
often use it, but I have seen him flog both men and women.

(signed by the mark of Thomas Rookwood.)
Sworn before me this 28th January 1836.

(signed) S- Bourne, s. 1., St. Andrew’s.
 

QUESTlONS sent by the Marquis of Sligo to Special Justice Baum, for his Report.

1st. HAVE any persons been subjected to corporal Punishment in the Half-way-tree
workhouse, except by order of a special justice, if so, their names, the nature of punish-
ment, and by whose orders inflicted ?

2d. Is there any general order at that institution with regard to the number of lashes
infliCted by the supervisor in the course of the ~24 hours?

3d. Did on any recent occasion a white man snatch a whip from a black driver and beat
a woman with it, and by so doing expose her shoulders? if such is found to have been
the case, informations against the man should be taken, the evidence and others hound
over to prosecute, and the man to put in bail to answer at the next assizes for the misde-
meanor.

4th. Call at Argyle Pen and inquire fora girl named Henny, and ascertain from her
whether any immoral demand was made to her by one of the drivers, and what happened
to her the next day in consequence?

5th. Examine if there is any regulator to the tread-mill so as to moderate its velocity, or
if it is in any other way improperly constructed ?

6th. Inquire of the male and female prisoners if they are disturbed at night in their
dormitory, and by whom, articularly the latter ?

7th. Whether any fema 6 has received corporal punishment there?
8th. Whether the driver in the field administers corporal punishment, and if so, to what.

amount and by what authority?
9th. What food do the workhouse people get in ordinary; is it such as is usual?
10th. Does the gang carry home grass at night, and leave it at the supervisor’s pen, and

are there orders from the parish for them to do this?
11th. How are they employed on Sundays; do they ever grind hoes, or labour on that day?

(sigUEd) W. G. Nunes, Secretary to the Governor.

My
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My Lord, St. Andrew’s, 19 Feb. 1836.
MANY circumstances have occurred to prevent my returning an early answer to your

Excellency’s inquiries respecting Half-way-tree; I have now however the honour to send
an answer, and the pleasure to state that a committee has been appointed (as well as vestry
magistrates) to make sundry necessary alterations in the prison, and to put an end to those
practices, both illegal and immoral, which have undoubtedly prevailed in that institution.
As there will scarcely be room to write answers to the several inquiries on the sheet sent

by Mr. Nunes, I shall write the numbers of the inquiries and attach thereto the answers on
this sheet, returning Mr. Nunes’ paper that the inquiries may be referred to.

lst. Persons have undoubtedly been subjected to corporal punishment in the Half-way-
tree workhouse at the discretion of the overseers and drivers, but I cannot learn that this
has been given them by any magistrate. The practice has been so general, that it is not
possible to state the names of all the persons who have been subjected to it. I enclose
however copies of some affidavits made to me, which will show the names of some of the
parties, and the nature of the punishment inflicted, and by whom.

ad. I cannot learn that there is any such order.
3d. I cannot learn that any white man snatched a whip from the black driver; it may

have been so, but the drivers whom I examined denied it.
4th. I called at Argyle Pen. Mr. Jackson objected to the girl’s bein examined there,

stating that it was the private residence of a lady. He proposes, however, to bring
the girl to the workhouse, to which I acceded. Her evidence will be found with the evi—
dence of the other persons; in one point she is contradicted by Agnes Davis, and I ought
to say that Mr. Jackson was by her side when I examined her, and she appeared to me
to give her evidence as though she were under the influence of fear. I admonished her as
to the nature of an oath, and her obligation to speak the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

5th. There is a regulator to the tread-mill; the screen which hurt the prisoner’s legs I
have had altered, and the straps have been disused for some time. Now that the altera-
tion I suggested has been made, I do not see any thing to object to in it. It is hard
labour, but I do not conceive it to be different from the tread-mills in other prisons.

6th. Agnes Davis’s evidence proves that the women have been disturbed, but all the
females and the males in the prison whom I could see, a part of them being in the field,
denied any such disturbance since they had been in confinement.

7th. Please to refer to Thomas Cochrane,Agnes Davis and Richard Dalmage’s aflidavits.
8th. The same. I cannot find that he had any authority; if so, it has been withdrawn.

I believe however it was the common practice until lately. Some one must have supplied
the whip, and I should suppose the presidents of the workhouse and the visiting magis-
trates must have known of its use.

9th. The food is, I think, what is usual in workhouses; the evidence I took at the wotkr
house will show what it was. Some alterations have been ordered by the vestry and the
new president, Mr. Forbes, but I believe there was not much if any reason to complain on
this score.

10th. The gang does carry grass home to the overseer’s pen at night. The custos told me
there was no order for it. It has however been a custom, though I cannot find that any
magistrate has sanctioned it.

11th. On Sunday mornings the prisoners go to a river at some distance to wash their
bodies and clothes. In the afternoon some of them are employed in grinding hoes and
other tools for the use of the penal gang. They do not attend the church, nor any reli—
gious worship or course of instruction carried on in the prison. I mentioned the matter to
Mr. Campbell, the rector, who expressed his readiness to attend on Sunday mornings, and
I have. twice mentioned his offer to the vestry. Every one admitted the propriety of
making immediate arrangements for this purpose. I think that Saturday afternoons should
be allowed for washing and sharpening the tools, and the Sunday would then be open. '

have, 8m.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Stephen Bourna.

Etc. 8%. 8w. ,
 

The Sursnvxson’s STATEMENT.

WHEN I visited the gaol, Mr. Liddell, the overseer and supervisor, was not there; I
consequently went again, 'and I put to him the questions in Mr. Nunes’ paper, as far as
they concerned him ; his answers are as follows :-— .

lst. No persons have been subject to corporal punishment except by order of a special
justice or quarter sessions, with the exception of a few stripes when they fall off the tread-
mill; if they are stubborn they are put in the solitary cell.

2d. No, it is never done.
3d. Not to his knowledge; never heard of it.
4th. The same.
5th. There is a regulator to the mill; it can only go to a certain degree of speed. Mr.

James, of Kingston, madeit, and he put the regulator. There are few persons in the
workhouse now. The mill goes swift enough; it may easily be altered when it is found
too swift.

6th. The overseer keeps the key under his pillow.
166, 7th. None
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7th. None, except once or twice on the tread-mill ; there is no order from the magistrates.

8th. This is strictly forbidden.
'10th. It is customary for all supervisors to get grass from the property on which the penal

gang works, and for the gang to bring it home.

11th. They do grind tools. Prayers are read by the overseer. Mr. Bury, the clerk at the

church, is to attend in future.
(signed) S. Bourne.

 

—N0. 205.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 30 March 1836.

HEREWITH enclosed I have the honour to send to you the trials of Sloly, the

supervisor of Trelawny workhouse, and Jenkins, the supervisor of Hanover

workhouse, for their respective cruelties in the execution of their duties.

In the trial of Jenkins the jury staid in for a long time, I fancy 60 hours,

and at length gave their verdict of acquittal, accompanied by some remarks,

which I have requested the Attorney-general to put on paper for me. It was

notorious that all the jury except one individual were for an acquittal, and that

he at last gave way in consequence of two circumstances ; the measles suddenly

broke out in his family, and every one of his children were attacked by it.

This of course affected him very much; and besides that, being a Jew, he had

religious scruples about eating the food provided for the rest of the jurors ; he

however declared when the verdict was given, that he was still convinced of the

guilt of the prisoner, and that exhausted nature and not his conviction made

him give way. The Attorney-general means to indict him for an aggravated

assault at the next Montego Bay assizes.
In the trial of Sloly a conviction was obtained; but the chief justice having

mentioned openly in court, as he supposed, the only object of the Attorney-

general was to have the law decided, he presumed that he would not press for

judgment. This compelled the Attorney-general to assent to his being held to

bail, to appear when called on to receive judgment. I regret this very much,

as this breach of the law, the punishing by the cat women who will not

work on the tread-mlll, has become so general, that in my opinion an example

should be made, which would, I doubt not, at once put a stop to the practice.

Seeing that Mr. Davies, the special justice, had been given on oath as the

authority for the use of the cat, I have ordered a letter to be written to him by

the next post to inquire whether such is the fact or not, and his reasons for

having given such an order, if he did so. I have &c

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure in No. 205.

Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 4th April 1836.

IN answer to your letter of 29th instant, relative to my sanctioning corporal punishment

in the house of correction, Falmouth, I beg to say I gave no such orders, and on my

hearing that such was the case, I went to the house of correction and asked Mr. Sloly, the

workhonse master, in, I believe, the presence of Mr. Hill, by whose authority he did so;

and that I neither had or could give him any such power; and, if I am not much mistaken,

he said at the time he did not derive his authority from me.

 

I am, Sic.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. Secretary, King’s House. (signed) Thomas Davies, s. J.

My Lord, Spanish Town, 8 April 1836.

IN explanation of Mr. Davies’ communication to your Lordship, in which he refers to me

as one of the persons in his company when he remonstrated with Mr. Sloly, the supervisor

of the Trelawny house of correction, on the impropriety of flogging women on the tread-

wheel, on which occasion he expressly prohibited the infliction of any such punishment on

females, I beg to state, for the satisfaction of your Lordship, and in justice to Mr. Davies,

that he did in my presence make the prohibition he mentions, and that he was led to do so
from aremark [made to him, that his presence there, if he did not forbid it, would be
fairly pleaded by Mr. Sloly as such a countenance of the Act as to constitute a sufficient

permission to justify his continuing to practise it in the discipline of the tread-miil.

Mr. Kelly, a magistrate, holding local commission, was with me on this occasion. As

Mr. Kelly considered the remark not less applicable to the local magistrates than to the]?
. specla ,
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special, he took steps some two or three days after to have an order entered up by three
justices of the peace, in the justices’visiting book at the house of correction, prohibiting
the use of the whip on any female under any pretext whatever, and allowing it on no male
prisoner without authority, in express cases, from the justice having jurisdiction.
At the time alluded to in this statement, I made my remark in m then capacity ofa local

magistrate, and as the circumstance took lace immediately after the tread—mill was first set
up, I think Mr. Davies’ prohibition must have been made as soon as Mr. Sloly could be said
to have abused his authority.

I have, 8w.
(signed) Richard Hill.

 

Tuesday, 1 5th March 1836.—KING :2. Snow, for Mal-treatment.

Jane Reid deposed, that she belonged to Wakefield estate, in the parish of Trelawny;

that she cannot remember the day of the month, but it was in June; witness was in Fal-
mouth house of correction ; she was ordered by the magistrate to go there until the doctor

came and saw her; Mr. Sloly did not wait for the doctor to come and see witness. but put

her upon the mill; on witness going on the mill she could not bear it; Mr. Sloly tied

witness’s two hands, and ordered George Pew to flog witness; he did flog witness’s

back until he made it bleed ; after witness was taken down, George Pew mixed lye water

and put upon witness’s back, as the back was cut; witness’s two wrists were tied; witness

fell off the mill, and as it went round, witness’s leg got bruised.
By Court.— Themause of witness’s coming to the house of correction was, because witness

had fever, and went to the hospital, and busha told witness to go to the field, and she

would not; then she was taken to the magistrate; witness cannot say if the magistrate

thought she was sick; magistrate ordered witness to the house of correction; witness was

put on the mill for one week, twice each day; witness was flogged only twice the two

first days ; witness cannot say how long she has been upon the wheel; witness was let out

after the week, and she went home; the doctor did not see witness; George Pew washed

witness’s back with ashes and water. r

Cross-examined.——Witness was sent to the field from the hot-house, and she would not
go; that was the only reason for which she was sent to the house of correction ; witness is

quite sure she went to the tread-mill on Thursday, and was flogged the same day; witness
was not able to work, as she had fever; witness cannot say how many months: the doctor

never saw witness at all, though a doctor attended at the house of correction during that

time; witness did not tell the doctor that she was sick; the doctor came there the next day;

witness was flogged all round the mill; Mr. Sloly ordered witness to be flog ed ; witness

fell off the mill, as she was not able to stand; witness was on the mill for an our without

stopping ; witness will swear to that ; she was never in the workhouse before that since she
was born ; Mr. Price, the special magistrate, sent witness to the house of correction; witness

cannot say the date she was sent in ; after witness became used to the mill she could work;

witness was severely flogged on Thursday; witness did not bleed on the Friday; witness

worked a whole hour on Saturday; witness came out on Thursday, and went to the

.magistrate, Mr. Kelly, and told him she was sick; witness 0an saw Mr. Kelly; witness did
not tell the minister that she was flogged; she went to Mr. nibb ; he heard witness was

there, and he came and saw her ; witness saw Mr. Knibb come to the place the first after-

noon witness went there; Mr. Knibb saw witness when she was sweeping the street; he

never told witness to do any thing; Mr. Kelly knew of it, and be, Mr. Davies, and Mr.Knibb

came to the house of correction after witness was flogged.

Elizabeth Holder deposed, that she remembered being in the house of correction in the
month ofJune last; went there at the time Jane Reid was there; witness saw Jane Reid on

the tread-mill with her two hands tied on the mill, and the driver flogging her on the back ;‘

the driver was George Pew; Jane Reid was lying on the mill; they tied her hands because

she could not stay on the mill; witness knew that Jane Reid was sick; Witness knew her

before ; witness heard Mr. Sloly give the order to flog her upon the back until she would

stop on the mill; Jane Reid was three quarters of an hour on the mill, and was flo ged the

whole time; witness is quite sure of this, it was a quarter to six before she was ta en off ;

she never went on the mill, but she being on it all the time, and during that time she was

flogged; her back was much cut, even through the shift; Jane Reid was flogged with,a

cat; witness never went back again ; witness was not confined in the house of correction.

Cross—exatnined.——Witness was there all the time; Jane Reid would not go on; she

hung on the mill ; she did not refuse; witness had no watch, but could see the clock; it

struck five, and Jane Reid was brought out immediately and put on the mill, and was

taken 05 at a quarter to six o’clock. Witness went into the workhouse yard, and as it was

time to draw off, witness went away; it was at a quarter to six o’clock; witness did not te-

main after Jane Reid was taken off; witness saw her working in the street next day; Jane

lteid was sick; she told witness good morning, as she was taking dirt from off the street;

witness saw her at the same work on Saturday; witness did not see her on Sunday, but saw

her working on Monday much faster than she did on Saturday. Jane Reid’s hands were tied
to a piece ofboard across the mill; her hands were tied quite tight, for they were cut; the

driver flogged her for not getting upon the mill; her le s were very much bruised; witness

was never on the mill; witness went to walk with Mrs. inibb’s children, who asked her to

let them 0 to see the mill work; witness was waitin upon Mrs. Kaibb.
John Kelly deposed, that he is a magistrate for Treiwny; witness remembered last June;

thinks it was about that time witness had on one or two occasions conversed with Mr. Sloly
1 66, respectlng
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respecting flogging in the house of correction, but he always laughed it ofl‘; witness was a
visiting magistrate to the house of correction; witness had no conversation about Jane Reid ;
she came to witness before she went to the house of correction, and she came after her dis-
charge to show witness some marks; she had bruises on her shins and stripes on her back;
Jane Reid came to show witness how she was treated.

Cross-examined.—Witness looked slightly on the marks, there were some scratches; wit--
ness saw a few marks on her back; does not think they were severe; witness cannot say
when she came; he thinks she went into the house of correction about the 27th June; this
must have been in July; they might have been severe, but witness saw no cut on her
clothes; this case was represented to witness as a magistrate; witness cannot say that he
ever heard of any act of cruelty against Mr. Sloly up to the present case; then witness
thought it severe; witness went to the house of correction and made an order in the books
respecting flogging. Mr. Sloly does not hold the situation now, he was dismissed some
da 5 after, but not in consequence of this matter.

he chiefjustice here stated that the case had been clearly proved; the only question
was, whether in the law the traverser was justified in acting as he had done.
M r. Middleton then addressed the jury in defence, and called
George Pew, who deposed that he knows Jane Reid. Witness is driver at the Falmouth

house of correction; witness remembered Jane Reid being sent there, and her being put
upon the tread-mill; witness cannot say what day, but remembered the first day she could
not work, until her hands were tied on; witness tied Jane Reid’s hands on the mill, as it is
usual to do so; when she was tied she slipped off the mill ; she was tied to enable her to
hold the bar ; when the wheel was going round quick, she said, “ Have mercy on me l” did not.
hear her say any thing else; when Jane Reid would not work on the wheel, witness was
ordered to give her one or two stripes; witness gave them accordingly, and in a way for a
person to feel; she was not flogged so severely that she could not stand up; she Worked on
the mill when she felt the whip‘; the people never do work more than a quarter of an hour;
witness did nothing else than walk along the mill, and see the people work ; nothing more
was done to Jane Reid than to make her work; when they were finished on the mill she
was sent to work; she was taken off at a quarter of an hour; witness did not give her much
flogging; she received no hurt ; she scarcely got any marks front the mill; when she be-
came well she worked very well; she got used to the mill in two days after; witness cannot
say the particular day she came into the house of correction.

Cross-examined.— The supervisor, Mr. Sloly, gave witness orders; no person gave orders
to wash Jane Reid’s back; witness did not wash her back, she herself went and washed it in
the lye, she said it would cool her back ; cannot recollect the day; she was flogged in the
evening; Jane Reid was put in after breakfast; the first day she was puton the mill at four
o’clock; those peISons who cannot work on the mill are tied, but those that are used to it are
never tied; they are tied with a cord ; the supervisor ordered witness to tie on Jane Reid ;
the supervisor ordered witness to give her a touch to prevent her bruising her shins; witness
did touch her, but cannot say how many times; in two days after, Jane Reid could do it
better than the others; she cried out for mercy; they were working in the streets; cannot
say what day; the gang were sweeping the street coming towards Parson Knibb’s house;
Jane Reid was sent out; she was ordered in for ten days; she was under witness’s charge;
she was sent in for ten days, and not for a week; no other person ever flogs but witness;
Jane Reid never got much flogging after the first day; witness never thought the matter
was going so far, or he would have had it well set down.
Edward Pew deposed! that he is a driver at the Falmouth house ofcorrection; witness

remembered Jane Reid being sent in there; witness knew that she was upon the tread-
mill; witness was not present when she was put on the mill; sometimes witness saw her -,
witness saw her during the week at ten o’clock; Mr. Heighington is sometimes down at
the house of correction, also Mr. Kidd; they are local magistrates ; witness never saw any
person flog Jane Reid;/she is always very obstinate, but witness never saw her flogged;
witness never examined her to see if she had any scars; witness heard Mr. Scott give
Mr. Sloly directions; he told him to follow the old way; Mr. Davies told Mr. Sloly not to
intrude, and he replied it was not his doings; witness cannot say what was meant by old
way; witness could not tell what they were talking about; cats are used in the house of
correction; the magistrate ordered 15 minutes on the tread-mill, which is the usual time
they are kept on it; witness never saw Jane Reid on the mill.

Cross-examined.~—Witness is a brother of George Pew ; witness is the driver following
the gang; whatever is done witness generally carries it into execution.
The chief justice was of opinion that there could be no doubt that the assault was

proved, and it was question of law whether or not he wasjustified in doin so.
Robert Cadenhead deposed, that he is gaoler at the Falmouth ‘ao , which is next

to the house of correction; witness. was employed by Mr. Sloly as is clerk; Mr. Sloly
was the supervisor. The cat has always been used since about six months before the lst
of August 1834; it is used instead of the whip; orders were given to witness by special
magistrate Davies to use the cat; the order was not in writing, but the order was
repeated to Mr. Slol afterwards, in witness’s presence; witness was told by Mr. Davies
to give Mr. Sloly t at order, who requested it in writing, but he sald he would see
Mr. Sloly himself; he did afterwards see Mr. Sloly; the application was made when the
people were obstinate, and gave much trouble 'in cleaning the .raee-course; they were
obliged to use ropes to tie them to the mill, to prevent them from mJurIng themselves on the
mill; the rope prevents them from getting off; witness has known of a boy having hisglalll‘d4 to e
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broke by coming too near to the mill; injury would happen to them if they attempted to
jump ofi‘, and then get into the paddle; the rope is only used to prevent them from sliding
off, and is intended for their own safety. Witness has known Mr. Sloly many years;
his general character is, that he has been too mild to the people under his charge.
Cross-examined.—Witness lived at the gaol since April 1830, and was em ployed by Mr.Sloly

as his clerk in June 1834; witness acted for Mr. Sloly in his absence, and gave orders to tie
them if necessary; the orders from Mr. Davies were previous to the races of 1835; the orders
were given by him in consequence of the people giving trouble in cleaning the race-course;
the order was a general one; it originated from the trouble they gave at the race—course; the
people are tied on the mill for their own safety, to prevent their jumping or falling off;
they are strapped on; they would bruise their shins severely if they remained lying on the
mill; the mill can be stopped in five minutes; the weight of the body will test on the rope;
witness never saw many hanging on it; witness saw the warrant that committed Jane Reid;
it was in the handwriting of Mr. Price.
The chiefjustice summed up the case, and thejury returned a verdict of guilty.
When the verdict was returned, the chiefjustice observed that it was both necessary

and proper that such an indictment should be brought for the purpose of trying the lega-
lity of such punishment; but he did not conceive the traverser would ever be called upon
to receive sentence.

Wednesday, 16 March 1836.
The trial at the instance ot'The King 1). Thomas Jenkins, John Thomas and Archibald

Campbell, for the murder of Frederick Shrieves, was then proceeded in. The prisoners were
placed in the dock, when Mr. Attorney-general said, that he believed the witnesses for the
prisoners were not in attendance, and hoped that they would proceed with another case,
and take that next.

His Honour replied, if the case be not proceeded with now, it cannot be allowed to-day
again, as he believed it would occupy the whole day.
The clerk of the Crown then desired the crier to call the witnesses on both sides, who

being present, the trial Commenced.
George R. Johnson deposed, that he was coroner for Hanover; that witness knew Fre-

derick Shrieves, who is now dead ; that he held an inquest upon his body about the 21st Au-
gust 1835; witness saw Shrieves about three or four weeks before that time; witness recol-
lected his being brought to Lucea by a man with a warrant from Mr. VValt‘ott, for the pur-
pose of being taken before the special magistrate; the man then came up to witness and
spoke in a familiar manner; witness thought he was out of his senses; knew deceased be—
fore then ; he came up very familiarly towards witness, and offered to shake hands; witness
thought he was out of his senses; witness afterwards saw Shrieves lying dead: after swear-
ing in the jury they proceeded to examine the body; the deceased appealed to have had
marks of punishment on his back,“ seemed to have been a severe punishment; the inquest
was held at the house ofcon‘ection; the body had not been removed.

Cross-examined by Mr. Edwards.
Witness knew Shrieves before; witness knew him during the rebellion; saw him after

then; had not seen him since then till that day; from his behaviour witness thought he
was insane; did not think it was occasioned from drink; witness might be mistaken,
but thinks himself a very good judge ; witness cannot say if Shrieves had been
drinking that day; the punishment was severe; witness cannot say if it was a recent one;
the punishment might have been inflicted about a week or so; witness had seen during
the rebellion more severe punishments than that on Shrieves’ back, but the man might have
been neglected ; witness cannot say what the special magistrates sentenced him for; witness
cannotpharge his memory with having seen the commitment, he might have seen it, but
cannot say if it expressed for any crime; witness was almost sure it did not; when Shrieves
was sentenced to the house ot‘correction, witness was of opinion that the owner of Shrieves
could not have told the magistrates of his situation.

John Castello deposed that he lives at Lucea; witness knows the house ofcorrection; wit-
ness was at a coroner’s inquest; sat there, and was the foreman; the inquest was on the
body ofa man named Frederick Shrieves, who was a very aged man, and apparently a very
diseased, one; the inquisition was taken on the alst August last year; on examining the
deceased, witness found his legs swollen with elephantiasis, and his back dreadfully lacerated,
and actually in a state of putresceuce; witness thought that the laceration was with the
eat; this came out on thejury; Shrieves died that morning; certainly not 24 hours before
thejury sat; ‘

Cross-examined by M 1'. Edwards.
Witness cannot say whether the back was putrified before death or alter; witness never

saw the deceased before; was of opinion that the man was unfit for the house of correction;
witness thinks Shrieves died from the repeated floggings he had received; cannot say that
the back-bone bore marks of repeated floggings, but it bore that ofa very severe one; wit-
ness never saw Shrieves before, and never had any conversation respecting him ; only the
morning ofthe inquest Mr.Jenkins said to witness that he hoped he would see every thing
was right; Mr. Jenkins said he did all he could, and he called in a doctor to attend the
man; witness examined the books of the house of correction, by which it appeared that
the doctor had seen him the day before his death.
Richard Kennedy deposed, that he remembered Shrieves coming to the house 9f correc-

tion where Mr. Jenkins was overseer; that he was locked up in the dark room by Mr. Jen—
kins’ order; Shrieves came to the house of correction: on a Saturday about 11 o'clock;

1 66, witness
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witness recollected the Tuesday after ; Shrieves was making a noise, and heWas ordered to

be flogged by Mr. Jenkins, and John Thomas gave him the flogglng; Shneves was uite

sound at the time when he was ordered to be flogged ; there are cats at. the house 0 cor-

rection; Shrieves got lashed from the drivers; some of the beating he got Mr. Jenkins did

not know of ; Shrieves was taken to magistrate’s on a Saturday before he got a lick; it was

on a Saturday he was brought in, and was .two or three days there before the noise; it

was after the special magistrate committed him; he was not flogged before then ; Shrieves

was a lame body; he eat well, but he could not eat the corn, for it was hard; Shneves was a

weak man, he used to give his com to any one for yams; Shrieves could not eat the corn

before bruising it, his food was com; witness remembered John Thomas beating Shrieves,

and witness told him to take care, or he would get himself into crime for that man, and he

answered, not to bother him ; John Thomas said that Shrieves had stolen a yam belongin

to him ; John Thomas penned Shrieves'up in the kitchen, and beat him with his cat, ang

with the stick also; and on his coming out heard him tell Archibald Campbell that he had
given that fellow a good beating until his cat-stick broke; witness did not tell this to
Mr. Jenkins, because he is a man that never believes any one; witness did make an at-

tempt to tell, but did not do so, because on going up to Mr. Jenkins’ apartment he had
company; John Thomas beat Shrieves on Wednesday again, With Mr. Jenkins’ knowledge;
witness told John Thomas repeatedly not to early Shrieves out to work, but he would, until
one day Mr.Jenkins went out to the gang and ordered him in; Shrieves came that day
home in the cart, and Mr. Jenkins ordered him to be locked up in the dark room; Shrieves
remained there until the evening about four o’clock, when the gang came home, and they
gave him a little water, but he got nothing to eat that day, until ltursday he got a quart
of corn; Shrieves gota beating about eleven o’clock on Thursday by John Thomas; the
man was put into the dark room, and the next morning (Friday) he died; Shrieves died
before the doctor came; witness did not observe his back, as he had on his clothes.

Cross-examined b Mr. Mddleton.
Witness saw John Thomas beat Shrieves; e did not lay it on well; he beat him with a

cat-stick; the tall man is John Thomas, he eatted Shrieves with the cat—stick over his
shoulders, and on his neck; he did not lick the man Shrieves on his head; John Thomas
beat Shrieves; it was his own doing, he said, he flogged him for stealing a yam; Archibald
Campbell was outside the gate when John Thomas beat Shrieves; Archibald Campbell was
not always present ; witness has seen John Thomas beat Shrieves twice a day for a week;
only heard Jenkins order Shrieves to be flogged twice; witness belonged to the workhouse;
he was bought for parish driver, but Mr. Jenkins broke him, and made John Thomas driver,
and appointed witness as boatswain ; witness never quarrelled with John Thomas; witness
went to tell Mr. Jenkins of the beating, but he had company; Mr. Jenkins is a man
that never believes any person; the first time Shrieves got a beating it was for making
a noise. ‘
By Court.--John Thomas flogged Shrieves twice a day for eight days; Mr. Jenkins did not

know of the flogging, but he ordered Shrieves to be locked up; Shrieves got nothing to eat on
the Wednestlay ; did not know if any one ordered him not to get any thing to eat; Mr. Jen-
kins always gives out the provisions to the cook at seven or eight o’clock in the morning; it is
the cook’s duty to give the victuals to the people ; witness cannot say if Shrieves’ victuals
were given out.
By Jury.—Mr.Jenkinsdidnotcome down all day until the evening; he did not see Shrieves

at all on the Thursday; he was taken out of the darkroom by witness, and put into the room
with the other people to sleep, where he died ; Shrieves was taken out because he was sick ;
witness ordered him to be taken out; Mr. Jenkins must have heard when John Thomas
Was flogging Shrieves.

Frederick Spence deposed, that he was working at Miss Hine’s house before Shrieves,
death; witness heard one of his young men cry out, “They will kill the man!” when witness
came out and saw John Thomas beating Shrieves on the King’s mad ; Shrieves was working,
and chained to another man; witness saw John Thomas flogging him, and he fell down ;
after he fell, the flogging was not stopped; Shrieves was beat upon the round; witness
spoke to John Thomas about his ill-treatment of Shrieves, and he said, " will make you
drag that cart down the bay, and I will flog you up and down ;” this was after witness cau-
tioned him; witness went down to the bay and told Mr. Jenkins what had happened with
the driver and Shrieves; when Jenkins replied, “ He was only doing his duty, and that he
was the first driver in the island;” Mr. Jenkins told witness that he would not be interfered
with by any person but Mr. Richard Chambers; witness replied to Jenkins, f‘ If you will
continue to permit the driver to flog that man Shrieves, he will surely die,” and told Jenkins,
that if he (witness) should be in the parish when that man died, he would go voluntarily
and give his evidence at the coroner’s inquest; Shrieves was rather an object of pity than
one fit to be sent to the house of correction to be punished; the man was not fit to be
flogged in witness’s opinion; Shrieves’ back'was completely torn by the cat ; witness told
Jenkins this some four or five days before Shrieves’ death ; Thomas beat the man with his
cat, both with the lash and stick; witness saw Shrieves after his death; went in after coro-
ner’s inquest, and saw his back in a slate of mortificationfin witness’s opinion mortification
had taken place; witness never saw Archibald Campbell flog Shrieves; cannot say whether
he was present when John Thomas was flogging him.

. Cross—examined'by Mr. Edwards. _
Mr.Chamber_s ts president of the workhouse; it is his duty to give orders; witness

should suppose it was Mr. Chambers’ duty to regulate the house of correction; Jenkins
was
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was not by when witness saw Shrieves beat; could not say if it was by Jenkins’ order that
the man was flogged; Mr. Jenkins told witness that the driver was doing his duty; drivers
do not flog much of their own accord now very frequently ; but in former days knew that
the drivers used their instruments very often; witness never saw Shrieves punished after-
wards; witness mentioned it to some other persons; Shrieves was very much torn from the
whip; his clothes were flogged off his back; he was almost in rags.

By the Attorney-General.—Mr. Jenkins was in the town of Lucea; it is about half a
mile from the house of correction; witness thought this was on a Monday; witness told
Mr. Jenkins the state the man was in ; in fact, the back was in such a state that he (Jenkins)
could not help seeing it. ,

Thomas Lee deposed, that he is a mason by trade; that witness did not work at Miss
Hine’s house, but remembered being there before the death of Shrieves; witness was there
on the 13th and 14th of August last; saw the penal gang at work there; witness knows
John Thomas, saw him there then as driver; witness saw Shrieves also; witness saw John
Thomas give him about four or five licks with the cat, and on seeing John Thomas flogging
Shrieves, witness felt for him and turned away; witness remembered seeing Shrieves on
the 14th of August, and saw another man acting as driver; witness could not recognize
the person if he saw him now; that driver did nothing; witness had scarcely got to Miss
Hine’s three minutes when he saw Mr. Jenkins ride up; he inquired for John Thomas, and
the driver told him that he had one to the bay with the cart; Mr. Jenkins then said to the
man, “Tell John Thomas when e comes to bring up Frederick Shrieves, esquire, of Dum-
barton Castle, the parson man, and I will give him a flogging ;” the driver bowed and said
“ Yes ;” upon this, Shrieves said to Mr. Jenkins, “ Are you going to flo me again? only
last week you took me to the morass and gave me 300 lashes;” Mr. Jen ins said nothing
to him, but rode off; witness saw John Thomas flog Shrieves before the 13th August;
cannot say how many times; but witness saw John Thomas lick him three or four times
as witness passed them, while shoving the cart; witness was on the jury.

Cross-examined by Mr. Edwards.

Witness was on thejury; he gave evidence on the coroner’s inquest; witneSs gave the
same testimony then as he has given to-tlay; heard Shrieves speak about the morass, and
that he got 300 'lashes there; witness never saw Shrieves flogged after the 13th or 14th of
August; witness cannot say where M r. Jenkins came from on the 14th; but saw him
come up about three minutes after witness got to Miss Hine’s house.

By Jury.——Shrieves did not seem to give cause when he was flogged; witness could not
bear to see a man of Shrieves’ age flogged by a driver.

William Campbell deposed, that he was at the workhouse before Shrieves died ; witness
knows Archibald Campbell; he is in the d0ck: witness remembered one night he heard
Shrieves say, that Archibald Campbell was always flogging him; Archibald Campbell
said to Shrieves, never mind, in the morning he would settle with him; in the morning,
when the doors were opened, Archibald Campbell licked Shrieves with his cat, and he bawled
out; Mr. Jenkins came down and asked what was the matter, and Archibald Campbell
told him that Shrieves had been abusing him all night, when Mr. Jenkins ordered them to
take Shrieves down to the marl-hole and flog him; Shrieves was taken down by Archibald
Campbell and four other men; witness did not go down, but saw him when he returned;
his back was peeled, and they washed him in the sea; all the skin was off his back, and
they sent him to work the same day; this was about a week before Shrieves died; Mr.
Jenkins went down with the men to the morass to see Shrieves flogged, and returned back,
and then ordered him to go to work; Shrieves did not say he would not go, but com-
plained of his back in Mr. Jenkins’s presence; they gave Shrieves no physic. nor did they
put any thing on his back.

William Brown, an apprenticed labourer, deposed, that he remembered old Shrieves;
witnessremembered being at the house of correction for running away; heard Shrieves
making a noise on Sunday night that Archibald Campbell had taken away his money from
him; he was crying and cursing Campbell, who slept in the dark room; heard Campbell
cursing Shrieves on Monday morning, and went to take his cat to lick him, when Shrieves
bawled out; John Thomas told Campbell to wait until the overseer got up; Mr. Jenkins
hearing the noise got up, and came and asked who was makin r the noise, and Campbell
said it was old Shrieves cursing him the whole of Sunday ni lit, and as he went to speak
to him he bawled out; Mr. Jenkins then ordered Campbell to take hitn down to the
marl-pit to flog him ; Shrieves was then chained with witness; five men took him to the
marl—pit, and as he got there Campbell went into the sea and wet his cat, and ordered four
men to hold his hands and feet; and witness being chained with Shrieves was ordered to
hold his head down; Mr. Jenkins gave the orders to flog; no one told Campbell to wet his
cat in the sea; Campbell wet his eat before Mr. Jenkins came down to the marl-pit; Mr.
Jenkins came before the flogging commenced ; they flogged Shrieves until the blood ran
down, when Mr. Jenkins ordered witness to go and duck him in the sea, after which they
brought him up, and he went to Work in the field until a week after, when he was not fit to
work again; one day the gang was working at Mr. Chambers’, and as he was making a
noise, Mr. Jenkins ordered him to be taken into the cat't-house; on Thursday Shrieves

‘l 66. said
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said he was hungry. and could not eat the corn; Campbell beat him the same day upon
the flogging.

By Court.» Shrieves was taken to the marl-pit about a week before his death.

By Jury.—-Mr. Jenkins was at the flogging, and ordered the driver when .to stop ; John
Thomas said that old Shrieves had stolen his yam, and he beat him for domg so severely
with the cat and stick; the flogging was very severe.

Reverend Jo/m Stainsby deposed, that he is clergyman at Lucea; that he remembered
Shrieves being at the Lucea house of correction for some time; that witness saw him pre-
vious to his death; the first time witness noticed Shrieves was about the 27th July last
year; Shrieves died on the amt August following; witness saw himworking with the other
people; witness’s impression was that Shrieves was in a state of insanity; witness saw
Archibald Campbell and John Thomas on several occasions flog Shrieves With the cat
while he was breaking stones opposite witness’s house; cannot state any precise number
of times, but saw them at several times; witness on one occasion looked at Shrieves parti-
cularly; he came into witness’s yard with another, and was going on very incoherently;
witness ordered them away, but they said they wanted water, and witness ordered one of
his servants to give some; Shrieves’ back being turned to witness, and having no
clothes on his shoulders and back, saw stripes thereon; ohrieves spoke incoherently, and
said something like a prayer to Jesus Christ; his feet were in a swollen state; he had ele-
phantiasis on both feet; witness particularly observed Shrieves during divine service one
Sunday morning, when witness went to the house ofcon'ection, as chaplain ; saw no one in
the room as usual; witness heard a noise in the next ard, as if some one was undergoing
punishment; shortly after the people came in, and a ittle while after saw Shrieves coming
in apparently agitated; that during service his conduct was very unruly until he was
Spoken to by a person standing near him; witness thought Shrieves insane; as witness
was coming out of the house of correction, heard Mr. Jenkins say to Shrieves, “They say
you are mad ;” was at the coroner’s inquest; the back was lacerated, particularly between
the shoulder blades; the driver seemed to flog Shrieves for his work; witness considered
Shrieves in such a state that no order given to him had any permanent impression on his
mind.

By Jury.——Did not complain to any magistrates.

VVilIz'am R. Kemp deposed, that the paper produced purported to be evidence taken
before the magistrates and taken down by witness as dad: of the peace; that the evidence
of John Thomas and Archibald Campbell were not taken on oath ; that there was no threat
held out to them; that they were cautioned by the custos not to criminate themselves.

Mr. Edwards, on behalfof the prisoners, objected to the reception of the evidence, and
laid down a law authority in the trial, the King 12. Wilson, whence it was held that the
evidence given by an individual, who afterwards became a criminal, was not admissible as
testimony against him.

The court overruled this objection.

Dr. George W. Towton deposed, that he is one of the medical attendants at the Lucea house
of correction ; witness remembered when Shrieves was confined there; witness saw him in
the house of correction; witness knows nothing about his being put upon the tread-tnill;
knew this only by hearsay; at the time Shrieves did go on, witness conceived he could go
on it for once; but witness ordered Mr. Jenkins never to put him on afterwards, because
he was not able; witness gave this order on account of Shrieves being too weak; his feet
were. a little swollen and large; he had the appearance of elephantiasis at the time;
Shrieves said he was very weak; Shrieves complained to witness on the 19th August; he
was weak, and his complaint was debility; witness never thought that his dissolution was
so near; if the stripes were so severe as to draw blood and to accumulate matter, they
would have caused debility; for a week, and without care, it would create fever, debility
and mortification; in fever, want of food for one day would tend to be of service to the
patient ; improper food to create debility, would depend on the length of time such food
was given to such an individual as Shrieves; repeated flogging, want of food and locking
up would increase debility; including all the circumstances, the person so debilitated
might live for a week, but would be very weak ; cannot say if he would be nearlv dead ; no
applicatiou was ever made to witness as doctor until the Igth of August, when witness
ordered Shrievesto get nourishment, tonics and spirits; witness cannot say what Shrieves
g’ot; he Came to witness and said that he was sick; witness felt his pulse, but did not exa-
mine his back; no one said any thing to witness about stripes; witness told Mr. Jenkins
to give Shrieves gentle exercise about the yard; witness believes he got that; witness told
Jenkins, no matter what Shrieves’ sentence was, but he was not to go on the tread-mill;
Shrieves was an old man ; this order was a day or two after Shrieves came to the house of
correction.

By Mr. Edwards.—Witness believes that after the order given, Shrieves never went 6n
the tread-mill; this was in the early part of his going in; flogging under certain circum~
stances, if blood came and matter was formed, would create mortification on such a subject
as Shrieves; witness was called in by the coroner, and looked at the body; both shoulders

had
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had stripes on the shoulder blade; there the skin was broken in one place, and was discharging
matter a little offensive, but did not extend more than two inches; some of the marks ap-
peared to- have been for a week or ten days; they were weals ; the marks were not sufficient
to cause death ; witness is of opinion they were not the cause of his death; the back was free
from mortification ; Shrieves was not labouring under fever, nordid he die of fever; Shrieves
made no complaint to witness about being flogged; he walked pretty well on the 19th of
August; the wound witness perceived on the shoulders was healing ; if the death of Shrieves
had proceeded from flogging, it would have caused mortification.

By Mr. Attorney-general.~—Witness cannot say how long he staid after the examination ;
did not stay very long; witness did not live at the house of correction 3 he was about half
a mile distant; witness did not know if he went back.

By the Court.—Witness cannot say what caused Shrieves’ debility; did not believe
flogging caused it; hard corn would create debility; in ten days, want of suflicient nourish-
ment would cause the debility of which Shrieves died.

By Jury.——Witness saw nothing in Shrieves to think that he was insane; witnessldid
not think Shrieves capable of bearing a flogging after the 19th.

Mr. JlIiddIeton, on behalf of Mr. Jenkins, addressed the jury at some length, and called
in defence

Thomas Smith, who deposed that witness kept the workhouse books, and did any thing
there that occurred during the day ; that Jenkins was supervisor in July last; he had about
'thirty prisoners in the house of correction; the allowance per day was either a uart of
corn and a herring, or the same of flour or rice; M r. Jenkins sometimes gave the al owance
out, and sometimes witness; the food did not vary every day; sometimes they go on with
corn fora long time, according to what is received; the victuals are given out regularly to
the cook every day, who has a general order to ive it to the people; knew Shrieves;
witness never heard him complain that he had no food; witness is pretty sure he had it;
the com was always boiled ; it was soft when boiled, and not hard; could not say if
Shrieves could eat it; whenever they complained of corn Mr. Jenkins has given them
vams; Shrieves was committed for examination before the special magistrates by Mr.

alcott; Shrieves was a noisy, crazy fellow ; saw Shrieves put on the tread-mill for about
twelve minutes one day, and Mr. Jenkins ordered him off and desired him never to be put
on again; he was never put on again; witness saw the commitment of Shrieves ; his sen-
tence was for 15 or 20 minutes a day for 90 days; Shrieves only went on once, as he was
not ca able of walking the mill; witness made an entry, by Mr. Jenkins’s orders, who
told Witness to keep him on the books, but never to put him on the mill.

Mr. Edwards next addressed the jury on behalf of Mr. Jenkins; after which, the court
desired the prisoners, Thomas and Campbell, if they had any thing to say to the jurors
to do so at once; when Thomas addressed the jury by telling them that all he did was
done by the orders of Mr. Jenkins, and appealing to themselves that if they ordered per-
sons under them to perform what they told them to do, whether they would not require
it to be done, and throwing the responsibility upon Mr. Jenkins. Campbell also said a
few words in the same strain.

Mr. Attorney-general then in a very lucid manner addressed the jury, reading to them
the law as set down in Archbold, folio 310, explanatory of the difference between murder
and the minor offence of manslaughter. His Honour next summoned up the evidence
with great clearness and impartiality. His notes seemed to be takenwith patient accuracy,
and evinced a desire to weigh the matter fairly for the information of the Jury.

The jury retired at a quarter to six o’clock, but not having agreed on their verdict, his
Honour adjourned the court for two hours. The court was reopened again at nine o’clock
by J ustices George M. Lawson, George Longmore and Alexander Grant, esquires. The.
court then sent to inquire if the jurors had made up their minds, when they answered in
the negative. The court next proceeded to swear in constables, to keep the jury from
communication with any one, and adjourned to Thursday at ten o’clock.

19 March.

The jury find a verdict of “ not guilty,” but think it their duty to observe, that the pri-
soners were guilty of cruelty. and evinced a great want of feeling and humanity towards
the deceased Shrieves.

(signed) Rich‘ Roe, Foreman, cum sociis
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COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glcnclg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing Street, 14th June 1836.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 30th March, transmitting to

me the proceedings of two trials, the one the trial of the supervisor of the
Trelawny workhouse, named Sloly, for the mal-treatment of Jane Reid by the
use of the cat, to enforce work on the tread-mill ; the other the trial of the
supervisor of the Hanover workhouse, named Jenkins, and of John Thomas,
and of Archibald Campbell, also employed in that workhouse, for the murder of
Frederick Shrieves.

In the case of Sloly I participate in the regret which your Lordship feels that
the chief justice should have dissuaded the bringing up of Sloly for judgment.
I can only account for such a course of proceeding on the part of the chief
justice on the supposition that he gave more credit than appears to me to have
been due to the witness who stated that the prisoner had had the verbal autho-
rity 0f the special magistrate for the use of the eat. It is satisfactory to find,
by the evidence of Mr. John Kelley, that Sloly has been removed from his
situation, though not on account of the conduct for which he was tried.

I have perused the proceedings in the trial of Jenkins, Thomas and Campbell,
with feelings which I will not attempt to express. At a time when, in common
with your Lordship, I have been led to entertain hopes (upon the whole, I trust,
not unfounded) that an improved state of public feeling had taken place in
Jamaica, it is a matter of deep regret and mortification that a case should
present itself in which no conviction could be obtained for a murder committed
with the most malignant cruelty, and proved by clear and uncontradicted
evidence. I perceive that Jenkins has been now indicted for an aggravated
assault. It is not stated that the same course has been taken in regard to
Thomas and Campbell, whose conduct seems to have been little, if at all, less
inhuman.

I can scarcely doubt that all these have been removed from their situations in
the Hanover workhouse, and that care will be taken that they shall not be
admitted to any similar employments in future. If, however, they have not
been removed, it is my duty to request that your Lordship will proceed to the
utmost extent of your lawful authority in taking measures to procure their
removal; and if resistance should be made to these measures by any person
belonging to the magistracy of the island, your Lordship Will consider such
resistance a conclusive evidence of the party’s unfitness to continue in the com-
mission of the peace.

There is, however, a still more important point of view in which this case
may be regarded, and I cannot but hope that an instance of such scandalous
abuse will lead to a general reformation of the system of management and
control in the workhouses and other places of confinement in Jamaica. I
earnestly request your Lordship to bestow your attention on this subject, with a
view to the proposal to the Assembly of the enactment of a law, which, whatever
reforms it may comprise, shall at least deprive the officers of these establishments
of the power of punishment otherwise than under the written authority of a
magistrate. I trust that the colonial legislature will listen to such a proposal, and
pass the necessary enactment. Such an enactment would seem, indeed, to be
absolutely necessary, in order to enable the special magistrates to carry the
Abolition Act into execution without exposing the apprentices whom they
commit to prison to treatment which it could not be the intention of Parliament
that they should undergo.

In the meantime, and whilst the law is in its present state, your Lordship will
probably think it expedient to instruct the special magistrates to abstain to the
greatest possible extent from committing prisoners to any workhouse in Which
the power of punishment is exercised by the supervisor or his subordinate
officers without the written authority of a magistrate; and in the case of
apprentices, of a special magistrate, previously obtained in each case, and
defining the nature and extent of the punishment authorized.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glcnelg.
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--No. 207.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,

My Lord, 2d April 1836.
I HAVE the honour herewith to enclose to you the usual periodical general

reports of the special justices. I beg particularly to recommend the perusal
of the reports of Messrs. Carnaby, Daughtrey, Dillon, Harris, Higgins, Nolan,
Walsh and Welch. Mr. Fyfe’s is also a sensible one. Mr. Pryce recommends
the establishment of schools where indeed they are much wanting. Mr.
Baynes’s report is the only one of an unsatisfactory nature, and yet I do not
attribute any want of zeal to him; I think him a very superior talented man.
In consequence of the too great reduction of the numbers. of the police force,
only ten men have been sent there ; and indeed I cannot get accommodation for
more, or I would draw ofl‘ from other stations to send there an additional force.
I have had the inspectorvgeneral up there, and the county inspector, and sub-
inspectors, and all have failed in finding accommodation ; and the place is so
unhealthy that no man will enlist for that parish. I am compelled to change
the men every month. I do not think, however, that there can be a greater
proof of the utility of the police force than the state of that parish. With the
exception of Mr. Baynes’s report, nothing can be more favourable than those
which I have the honour to enclose to you in general particulars. The altered
and increased good feeling between the masters and apprentices, which I have
before communicated to you, is fully confirmed. The state of the crop appears,
with some exceptions, to have the same character as I predicted 12 months ago
that it would. The want of education, or any effort to prepare the mind of the
negro for eventual freedom, appears to be almost universally complained of ;
and When it is recollected that nearly two years of the apprenticeship have
passed away without the slightest effort by the Assembly to prepare for its final
termination, a little impatience on the subject may perhaps be considered
excusable. I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 207.

My Lord, Islington, Saint Ann, Ocho Rios District, 31 March 1836.
REFERRING your Lordship to my last special report, under date of the 31st December

last, which I beg to confirm, I have now further to inform your Lordship that the appren-
tices in my district, with still some few exceptions, continue to conduct themselves with
order and propriety, and have not relaxed in their habits of industry; they, however, still
manifest some degree of discontent when the four and a half hours (out of the 45 weekly
working hours) is not allowed them at one time for the further cultivation of their grounds,
but is left to the option of their owners to apportion the hours of labour as he pleases on
the first five days of the week, or what is termed the eight hours’ system.

Complaints against the masters or apprentices have not increased since my last report,
when they were very considerably on the decrease ; those broughtforward have been chiefly
isolated cases of minor importance, consisting of some degree of insolence, neglect of duty,
or loss of time in field labour; those will occasionally Occur under the apprenticeship
system,—they existed in a state of slavery, and will continue even when in a state of
freedom.
A good feeling is continued by most of the mastersoand managers towards the appren-

tices; there are, however, a few who are desirous of seeing corporal punishment brought
frequently into operation. '
The negro grounds and gardens on many of the plantations are in a state of' good culti-

vation, with abundance of provisions, on some only a sufficiency, and others much neglected;
but, as I have previously reported, in some instances the people neglect their own and
cultivate the grounds of their wives of husbands who do not belong to the same plantation.
There does not appear to me to be any falling 03' in labour since I took charge of this

istriet in September last.
_ I see no reason to alter my opinion in regard to the expectation of the appearance and
prospect of a good average return of this year’s crop, as expressed in my last special
report ; much of course will depend upon the season, as regards the pimento properties in
particular.
The fields and pastures are in as good state as can reasonably be expected for the

' ' ' d the resent s stem.lmuted time of labour un er p y I have, Etc.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Woo‘lfrys, s. J.
btc. 8L0. Ste.
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My Lord, Bath, St. Thomas-in-the-East, 29 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship the apprentices in my district appear to be
industrious, but at same time must beg leave to say more work ought to be done during the
legal hours of labour. The principal charges now against them is the late turning out,
and insufficient work, as your Lordship will observe from my weekly reports; offences
have decreased materially, and the nature oi'them is light; the feeling between master and
apprentice in my district is good. I am also happy to inform your Lordship the negro
grounds are in good order, and they have generally more provnsions than they can possibly
consume; the majority of them are sending provisions to market, but they could not send
them so abundantly were it not for the kind assistance of their masters in lending wains,&c.
The state of labour about the same as last year; there will be a falling off in the crop,
and it is accounted for in consequence of the limited extent of land planted, and the cane
fields not havmg been cleaned in proper time. [ have, Ste.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) George Willis, 5. J.
&c. 8Lc. Ste. .

My Lord, Warwick, 29th March 1836.

I SUBJOIN the following report of my district, together with my opinion of the state of
the country, as far as my own observation and communion with others enables me to offer
a conjecture.

All here continues tranquil, labour going on fairly, and as much doing as under a system
of coercion can be expected to be achieved in the time allowed for labour by law.

As regards detail, the coffee crop is finished, and a great part either ship ed or ready for
shipment. It has been a large average one, and has been gotten in wit comparatively
little labour and trouble, with a moderate expenditure for free labour. The fields are fast
assuming an appearance ofcleanliness, and the pruning will be very heavy. It is not pro-
bable so heavy a crop will be again gathered in this district. I expect there will average
a tierce of cofi'ee to each apprentice employed in agriculture, young and old, and each
tierce of 750 lbs. will value from 25L to 301. sterling in England. The prospect of next
crop is at plesent a fair one, but at this season it is not easy to calculate with any precision.
More people are purchasing their apprenticeship than hitherto, and the proprietors find
the are making money from their grounds to appropriate to this pur ose.

consider the present system of management that most desirable for the relative advan-
tage of master and man, and that it would be well for all parties were it permanent ; it is
not probable that the negro when released entirely from servitude will ever be so happy
and independent as at present, nor will society, as regards his class, he so well regulated.
The negro now has ample protection; offences which in England are punished with

transportation, here meet but a trifling chastisement; no aggression on the part of the
master can escape with impunity; of land they have the best, of food abundance, of
clothing the same. If sick, they are sup lied with medicine and advice immediately.
Their labour is mere pastime compared witii that of Europe; of leisure for recreation and
instruction they have more than ample; happy in the enjoyment of a home where neither
tithe-proctor, tax-gatherer or bailiff can intrude; liable to no molestation for rent, and able
to spend any money they earn on the superfluities of life; in fine, possessing all that man
in a subordinate station can or ought to desire.

All labour being consequent 0n necessity, there is not here an equal incentive to what
there is in Europe, nature being so prolific, and abundance so easily acquired; in fact,
Europe produces scarce any thing that might not be had here with very little trouble.
Of the apprentice labouring population I think oue-fifth will be in 1840 the infirm and

those too young to labour; another fifth will be able to have properties of their own, small
of course; the three remaining will be all we can look to, and though they may (and
I believe will) work better for hire than they do now as coerced, yet their necessities will
scarce compel them to work for the whole week and keep up the cultivation of sugar, for
the continuance of which we must look to Africa alone.
An excessive rate of wages will follow a dearth of labour, and where is the money to

come from?_wi|l mortgagees give extensive credit to their attorneys here? [think not;
and the negro will certainly in most cases only work for daily hire, and properties cannot
then afford to pay attorneys and overseers, Ste. &c. What then is to become of mortgaged
property, and that in Chancery? If thrown up, Great Britain loses the revenues of the
island. It may therefore be as wise to find out some mode of paying for free labour as
merefl‘y to assert that the negroes will not work,—an assertion at present certainly without
proo .
The planters are generally very kind to the apprentices, and give them many indulgences.

Some are so obstinate as to be unable to perceive that treating their people well now can
alone conduce to their own ultimate welfare. Such people’s properties expire in value
with the termination of coercive labour, and nitist of necessity change hands. Fortunately
the class is not numerous, and any change must benefit the relations of society as regards it.

Considering how small is the labouring portion of the community at present, I think the
raising a police force from it ratherquestionable policy ; indeed Ido not consider it ossible
that any force which is subject to an annual change can be properly organized. would
suggest the expediency of raising a body of 5,000 men at home, on the principle of the

gendarmene
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gendarmerie of France, to be a colonial corps, officered from the half-pay, the senior officers JAMAICA:
to be the special magistrates, and recall all the troops. The nearer our colonies approxi- ' .
mate to a military government the better, and such a force would {irevent any of the dan-
gerous schisms which may hereafter arise from distinction of co our; for in my opinion
there can be never any cordial amalgamation between the white and the coloured race, no
more than you can abolish “ caste” in India; at all events it will take a long time to bring
about. Strange to say, I find peo le just arriving here more prejudiced against the coloured
race than those who have resided ere a lon time.
The emigrants are doing very well an seem satisfied ; the next generation will be

doubtless very serviceable, but the present I should think likely to be apt'to think of home,
and not consequently become reconciled so much to this country as is desirable. This is
generally the case with persons not of a migratory habit.
Unquestionably Jamaica is one of the finest countries on the face of the globe, capable

of being any thing and every thing, were one-half of the money that is annually abstracted
from it spent in it.
The withering influence of absenteeism is fearfully developed, and to it alone may be

traced all the ills and grievances either the peasant or the proprietor has had to com-
lain of.

p The present prospects of the planters and resident proprietors I consider favourable, and
if things do not ultimately reach the climax to be desired, much must be attributable to
themselves.

I may perhaps not inaptly compare the present state of Jamaica rural disci line in con-
trast with its former, to that now in use in our naval service, as opposed to t te era when
a naval martinet could punish indiscriminately either from caprice or passion. It would
have been thought destructive of all discipline that a captain could not flog a midshipman
or a whole “ watch” by the “ watch bill,” when possibly one or two were in fault. Yet we
see that a man-othar is not less efficient, because instead of polishing the shot, the men
are instructed how to fire them, and our naval reputation is not lost because the last man
coming on deck is not flogged; neither is a sugar estate here ruined because the overseer
is not allowed to flog every man or Woman that comes into the field after him.

I must do the overseers the justice to say that many of them are very glad the power of
inflicting punishment is taken from them ; it was the fault of the extravagant and thought-
less absentee that cruelty ever prevailed here; the overseer was liable to be changed at the
Caprice of the attorney ; he had no congenial feeling with the slave, their interests were not
mutual, and he was forced to be severe to save himself and keep up his reputation as
a smart crack planter. ' '
At present the special magistrates claim as much the consideration of your Excellency as

the planters or apprentices. By an error in judgment they may be mined in a day; and
from the inadequacy of salary must expect, after having borne the toil and burden of the
day, that they will be very apt, should their lives be spared, to have to look for a favourable
reception at the hands of the provost—marshal on the termination of the apprenticeship.
I shall conclude by recommending such proprietors and mortgagees as cannot and will not
come here, to select at once steady and trustworthy men to whom they may lease their 4
estates. Do not wait till the apprenticeship terminates to do this, have your properties
settled before this crisis arrives ; and to all who really care about Jamaica and its permanent
welfare, I say establish a steam communication with England and all parts of the West
Indies, enabling you to collect your rents.

 

I have, &c.

The Marquis ot'Sligo, (signed) .4. Welch, s. J.
&c. &c. &c.

 

Derry Police Station, Salt G ut P. 0.
My Lord, 30th March 1836.

d I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency a report of the present state of my
istrict.
It afl'ords me particular satisfaction at being enabled to report with the most implicit

confidence on the continued good conduct of the black population. They are very obedient
to the laws, and are very capable of appreciating kindness when treated as aChristian body.
The are sensitive, and in consequence require to be managed with afl‘ability; they seem to
be’ aily improving in intellioence.

I can speak with much boldness on their loyalty for the English people, and the 7 fully
appreciate the mother country’s humanity in buying their liberty from the yo es of
de radation.

hey Would have made a greater advance to civilization and Christianity ere this day,
only for the opposition of a peculiar class of society in this island ; and it is lamentable to
be recorded that concubiuage extends without any shame amongstfithOSe from whose
responsible trust, confided to them by the absentee proprietors, ought to have encouraged
decency, it' it were only for example’s sake to a new and rising peasantry.
With reference to the labour, as by law estimated, I will confine myself to my own

district, and I declare that I never saw peasantry Work more cheerfully,and Iassert without
fear or affection, that the masters have no just right to complain, as they get more work
from the apprentices than they are entitled to, and by treating the apprentices with only

166, common
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common civility they will do any thing for the employer in the way of manual labour. 1.
assert this much from experience, and not from supposition; let the employer unbend a
little and reflect on the changes, and remark inwardly to himself that he no longer rides in
pomp over his fellow subjects.

Enlgland’sjustice and humanity has purchased the foundation ofa happy and prosperous
eo e.

P Itpis the bounden duty of every person having any property in this island to place moral
and sober men on their estates, with the express view of meetin the wishes of Great
Britain to gain the respect and affection of the labourers, and at t 1e same time to teach
them the fear of God by example; by such adisplay of wisdom on the part ofthe proprietors
and merchants, Jamaica will stand the torrent ofevery difficulty emanating from the extra-
vagance of her gentry, who allowed their estates to get into the hands of mortgagees and
others who have no interest in the island, but are endeavouring to make as much money as
they can, without caring for the future happiness of the colonists.

This is, and has been, the bane of Jamaica, and until all prejudice to laws and colours are
fat ever extinguished, a discord will remain in the country, and from which many evils will
arise.
Nearly two years of apprenticeship have now expired, and not one single effort has been

made, on the part of the existing proprietors, 8tc., to promote the gospel amongst the
peasantry, and which His Majesty’s ministers cannot be candidly enough informed of.

I have not found that cordial spirit to support any measure likely to benefit the colony
hereafter, and it is with sorrow I am compelled from honesty to relate that demonstration

is of no effect amongst them; the most prejudiced of the obstinate admit that the present
system is working well, and better than they ever expected; previous to 1834 they were of
opinion that nothing would work, and why? because they were suspended of the whip; in
this they were in error, and that they have frankness enough to admit.

In conclusion, I have no hesitation in saying that if they could only get back the power
of the lash, they would one and all say that the system was working gloriously; however,
I will save them this much trouble and now boldly speak the truth, the system is working
right Well; let them leave of? their foolery and lend lOyal hearts to the mother country, and
they will have nothing to fear either now or at any future period.

I have, 8Lc.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Walsh, 5. J.
&c. 81.0. Ste. St. Mary’s.
 

Port Antonio, Parish of Portland,
My Lord, 29th March 1836.

ACCORDING to your Lordshi ’s instructions I send a short account of the state of this
district. With the exception 0 the Burlington estate, and a complaint? made by the over-
seer of Bay estate against some of his apprentices ForL stealing canes, there is every appear-
ance of content and satisfaction, both with respect to the masters and also with regard to the
apprentices. The sugar mills are every where at work; the apprentices on some estates,
after finishing their task-work, willingly work for money, and sometimes earn as much as
23. 6d. per diem; this has been the case on the sugar estate, Seaman’s Valley, according to
Mr. Johnstone’s, the attorney, account to me; others will sell their Saturdays for ts. 8d.
I really consider the prospects of this district to be very good, the very few punishments
that have been awarded 'by me may support me in this opinion. Of 14, estates containing
nearly1,gooapprentices, only seven have been sentenced by me to punishment,and two ot'them
were pardoned at the intercession of the overseer and constable. Bay estate has not been
visited by me yet. I have on all occasions encouraged the apprentices on the estates to
come forward and complain if they considered themselves ill-treated, but no one has as yet
brought forward any charge either on the estates or at the courts. Perhaps the kindness
and humanity with which I find they are treated may remove all cause. The weather has
been fine for the last ei ht days, and the wind being northerly, highly beneficial to those
estates that have windmills. I have, &.c.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Waddington, s. J.
8w. 8m. 8w.
 

My Lord, Black River, 28th March 1836.

IN making a quarterly return of the state of my district, agreeably to the 27th clause of

our instructions, I would observe that in consequence of my journey to the Grand Cay-

man Island, and being so disordered by sea—sickness, I cannot make so full a report as I
would have done had I been able to have gone around once more previous to the termina-

tion of the quarter. I may, however, state conscientiously that my district is in as peace-
able a state as could be expected. That ofl'ences have increased or decreased I cannot
precisely state, as I have only been one quarter in the district, and the first month had'
nearly elapsed before many of the small settlers applied to me for any thing. Throughout
the properties I visit, with the exception of two or three. there are seldom complaints of

any notoriety, but in the town of Black River I have generally a great deal of labour as a
civil and special ma istrate, from the quarrelsomeness of the lower classes of the community
and the bad exampi they set to the apprentices. Tt

to
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The general feeling of the masters to the. apprentices is good; they in general treat them
with kindness, at least as much so as I could wellexpect, and many pass over ofl'ences which
might be brought up with justness and punished; but I am Sorry to say that the appren-
tices ofthis district are not so respectful to their masters as those of my last district were;
they are much more indolent in their habits, and if they can get the slightest opportunity
to evade labour they are sure to embrace it, and I am sorry to say they are very much
disposed to use unbecoming and saucy language to their masters and more especially to
those among the small settlers; but I exert all my energies to curb this principle by per-
suasion, and I fundly hope it will become less as they know me more; this has caused me
frequently to deal more severely with them than otherwisel feel disposed, but I trust I will
be able to report more favourably of them in future.
My district. being principally pens, indeed all but one estate, I have nothing to report of

the terwardness of the crops in comparison with former years ; from peculiar circumstances
that estate is rather behind in every respect to what it ought to be.

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8(0-

&c' 2“. 8tc. (signed) Robert Thompson, s. J.

 

Falmouth District, Parish of Trelawny,
My Lord, 31st March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to furnish your Lordship with a special re art of the district under
my charge up to the present date; and it is with heartfelt satis action and pleasure I am
enabled to inform your Lordship that good order, tranquillity and contentment pervade
the beat delegated to my superintendence.
With but few exceptions (and these are the very worst and next to incorrigible charac-

ters among the gang aiways),the apprentices are industrious in the cultivation of their home
gardens and mountain lands, which are both abundantly stocked with provisions,and as
well, with but very few exceptions, are the apprentices industrious in working for hire in
their own time at the works on the estate, taking either money or kind for extra labour.
Too much praise caunot be awarded the masters, attorneys and managers of the estates

in this district, whose conduct towards the apprentices under them is marked, nay regulated,
by libcrality, kindness and consideration, and hence it is that the good understanding
between the apprentice and the master is brought about, matured and perpetuated. Com-
plaints have greatly diminished, as must be apparent from my consecutive weekly diaries;
and looking at the one for the present week, which sets forth 23 estates visited, and out of
which 21 properties had not a case for the magistrate, surely we must augur and admit the
improved and improving state of the negro population.
The nature of offences hinge much upon circumstances and operations going forward

in the various estates and the opportunities of commission; for instance, before crop the
cane piece is plundered; on commencing crop the apprentice withstands the will of the
master‘for a time, as to working hours, either the eight or nine hour system, spell, 8tc. 8tc.;
during crop theft of produce. owing to temptation and opportunity, abounds, and thus it
is; but all kind and rade ofcrime I view as on the wane.
The informationI ave received generally rates labour at this time as far more forward

than at the corresponding period last year; but I deeply regret to say information is equally
general, opinion stubborn, that the crop now taking of!" must fall off a large third from that
of last year. Bad seasons some assign as the cause of this untoward return, while other
planters say it is next to unaccountable. ‘.‘ Cane is very thin on the ground, and as dry as
a supple-jack,” is the complaint of all; but excellent produce every where.

In conclusion, I would beg leave most respectfully to ofl'er it as my humble but decided
opinion that the system is working most fairly, and that it cannot fail to improve if properly
supported and assisted. We must view it as “a give and take system,’ dealing freely,
liberally, kindly and considerately with the apprentice, but at the same time tenaciously
guarding the least approach or attempt at encroachment upon the law or the interests of the
property as to the measure of labour to be daily performed. As with the master and manager,
so with the magistrate; he must continue unvaryingly considerate, encouraging, kind
and condescending towards the headmen and apprentices, when such is merited by them,
but ready and energetic on the instant to grapple with and put down promptly the smallest
approach or attempt of irregularity, neglect of duty or insubordination. The good and
trusty headmen (constables and others) on the different estates should be more patronized,
noticed, rewarded and distinguished from the apprentices than they are now. I am not
aware at present of any other matter touching my district and its arrangements that it would
be of moment to notice further to your Lordship. '

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8W-

&c' 8tc. 5‘“ (signed) Joseph Rawlins Thomas, 5. J.
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My Lord, St. Ann’s, glst March 1836.

IT is satisfactory to remark on the general favourable appearance of this district. The

different properties are as forward, and in many instances more so, than they were at this

season last year. Where the plough has been used it has been attended with con-

siderable advantage. The cane fields are all in good order, and, from the very mild seasons,

good crops are anticipated; and I am of opinion these expectations will be realized, as far
as matters at present are going on; but at this early period of the year it is difficult to
speak with precision, as t ere are only four that have yet commenced crop. I have before
said that some of the small cattle mills would have to be given up, and the result of the
last year’s crop confirms me the more in that opinion. However, taking all things into
consideration, I should say that the affairs of the different properties are going on as well
as can reasonably be expected, and their improved condition leads me to expect there will
be ho diminution of the crops. . .
The apprentices have considerably improved in their dispositions, and are becoming more

industrious; they give a full proportion of work to their masters; crimes have greatly
decreased, and complaints are fewer every day. They do not hire their time for wages
only when the mills are about, and that is only with the different spells; but I think there
would be no difficulty in getting them to do so, if they worked the nine hours, and allowed
every other Friday, which days I am of opinion would be devoted for the benefit of the
estates for wages. They require the Saturdays for the cultivation of their own grounds,
and, with a few exceptions, they have very good gardens and provision grounds. I do not
see they are neglecte .

 

. . I have, &c.

Th" $3222? 232.5%“ (signed) w. W- Sowley. s. J.

My Lord, Mount Holstein, St. George, 31 March 1836.
IN compliance with your Excellency’s request, I have the honour to forward a report of

the state of my district, as follows :—
It gives me much pleasure to state, that the proKerlies in my district are all in good

order, the crops of cofi'ee are nearly all picked. and alt ough there is a general failure of that
commodity in this parish, it is not attributable to any falling off in the working of the
apprentices, the contrary indeed is the case on many properties, for with the increased
labour are extending the cultivation of oung fields; this on coflee properties is no ordinary
task, and therefore speaks more than could communicate by writing. The a prentices
are cheerfully going through the duties; there appears a perfect good and frien ly under-
standing between them and their managers. The few cases brought before me, after an
absence of three weeks, will show your Lordship the happy state of the district.
The negroes continue to cultivate their grounds with vigour, and there is such an abun-

dance of provisions in this district that there is scarce any sale for them, except at very
reduced prices.
The cultivation of the properties is equally and rather more forward on some, than at

the same period last year, and hopes are entertained of a large ensuing crop.

 

. _ I have, 8m.

The ggrgzl: gifcéligo, (signed) Rich. St. John, 8. J.

My Lord, Port Royal, 6th April 1835.
I THINK it my duty to report to our Excellency the observations that I was enabled to

make on my late trip to the east en of the island ; wherever I went I made it my dutv to
associate as much as I could with the special justices, attorneys and other gentlemen of‘r my
acquaintance ; and what Icould gather from them as well as my own experience, I perceive
a very great difference in the behaviour of the apprentices for the better. Marriages among
them have increased considerably ; the appearance of the apprentices has also improved.
The crops in St. Thomas—in-the-East, 1 fear, will fall off considerably, but this must not

be entirely attributed to the effects of the Abolition Act, but partly from the canes not
yielding that liquor which, from their appearance, they might be expected to have done.

 

. _ I have, &c.

The trasgiShgo, (signed) James H. St. John, s. I.

MY Lord, Farrington Castle, 29th March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to reply to a circular letter, dated the King’s House, the 4th instant.

and to acquaint your Excellency that the apprentices of my district, particularly upon large
plantations, show an excellent disposition, and in every respect conduct themselves as indus-
trious honest people.

I know
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I know that the apprentices of my district are very desirous to earn money and to labour
in their own time. In making any remark as to the apprentices of Corbey Castle, it is not
with a view of casting an imputation upon their general character, which I know to be
good; butI have lately been informed that they will not work in their own time under
2:. 6d. per day, although last year the same gang worked very cheerfully for 1:. 8d. else
23. 1d. per day. 1 am therefore of opinion, that a scale as to the value of labour should
be fixed so as to benefit both the proprietor and apprentice; and I am further of opinion
that a scale at the rate of 1 3. 8d. and as. 1 (1; per day would be very ample, as the appren-
tices, generally speaking, have abundance of excellent provisions.
With regard to the small free brown settlers residing in the Savanna, with .few excep-

tions, the are a lazy, indolent people, devoted to every sort of vice; besides, they show
every inc ination to withhold from their apprentices their proper allowances. I have also
to state for your Excellency’s information, that for some time back I have not had occa-
sion to inflict corporal punishment.

. . . I have, 8w.

The 8L3??? 822.81%0, (signed) J. Reynolds, 5. J.

P. S.—The coffee plantations are looking beautifully fine, and give great hopes of an
abundant crop. '

 

My Lord, Brownstown, 29 March 1836.
WITH reference to the circuiar of 4th instant, referring to the 27th rule of instructions,

I beg to state, that the conduct of the apprentices in this district continues orderly and
quiet; as to their industry, the prevailing complaint is, that they might very easily perform
more work during the limited time they are engaged. OHences are on the decrease, and con-
sist chiefly of watchmen neglecting their duty, and occasional insoience from women in the
field. The apprentices are kindlv treated by their masters and overseers, and all receive
medicine for their free children when sick. The negro grounds continue to be well worked.
There has been no complaint from any one apprentice since the last report. Your Excel-
lency is well aware this is not a sugar district, there are only seven estates; the majority of
them have reduced their cane- pieces one-t‘ourth, finding it impossible with diminished labour
to keep them in perfect order; the rest being pen and pimeuta is kept tolerably clean.

 

_ . I have, Sic.

The gargtgtsgcfhhgo, (signed) Stanley Rawlinson, s. .r.

My Lord, Villa, Westmoreland, March 29, 1836.
I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Excellency the state of my district, and have

much pleasure in stating to your Excellency, the negro population are generally conducting
themselves much to the satisfaction of all parties. Their grounds, from all. the statements
I have received, are in good condition, th'e majority in better order and in a higher state of
cultivation than formerly, which admits of their carrying to market the abundance of provi-
sions I weekly have the opportunity of witnessing.

Their general behaviour is decidedly respectful, and it is with great satisfaction I can
state their masters evince every good feeling towards them, by encouraging industry in
hiring thetn whenever they feel disposed to work in their own time. The number of com-
plaints on either side continues to diminish, and those which I am called upon to adjudicate
are generally but trifling ofl‘ences, consequently corporal punishment in my district is of
rare occurrence. I beg leave to mention to your Excellency, the weather for several weeks
past has been re unsettled, which has naturally retarded the progress of the present crop,
but I am happyrI'can assure your Lordship a very fair average crop will yet be made, and
from the much greater number of acres of canes that has this year been planted over that
of last, allows me to state that a very fine crop may be fairly expected next year.

I have, &c.
The Marquis of Sligo,‘ E D Phil]; 5 J. . , . .8m. 8m. 8w. (signed)

 

My Lord, Trelawny, 29th March 1836.
IN conformity with your, Excellency’s instructions, I have the honour to submit my

report on this extensive and populous district for the first quarter of the year.
I have much satisfaction in reporting to your Excellency that the whole district continues

to remain in a perfectly orderly and tranquil state; the apprentices generally are conduct-
lng themselves much better than formerly; their improved conduct appears to me to keep
pace with their understanding of the state of things; and I do submit that their suspicions
are much lessened, if not completely changed into a valuable confidence in their proba-
tionary state.

166. I have
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JAMAICA. I have endeavoured to inspire and promote that confidence between master and appren-

"""-' tice by the exercise of a liberal policy, and, the most equttable, even-handedfl and unbiassed
justice in all appeals made to me on ,eitnerside, and I am glad to report to your Lordship
that I have been very ably supported in that-line of duty by (many of the proprietors and

managers. , V . 6 .
I regret, however, to be compelled to state, for the information. ofyour Lordship, that the

female apprentices generally (and who outnumber the_men) have not behaved so well as
could reattonahly have been expected of_ them, ftotn the tndulgences pretty generally allowed
to them, and, on many estates, to the freed children. Indeed,_ I am sorry to. Inform your
Excellency, .that on their becoming pregnant or being delivered of a child, It Is attended
with much loss of labour to the proprietor, and they almost defy all authority, and show an
ungrateful. feeling with insulting conduct, quite opposite to that of the male apprentices.
The women are on all occasions the most clamorous, the most troublesome and insubordi-
nate, and least respectful to all authority. None of their freed children have they in any
instance apprenticed to their former masters or othermse. . . . . .

I very humbly submit, that an immediate system, combining industry mthgeducatton,
would ultimately benefit both the apprentices andnthe proprietors ; and . consider It my
duty to mention for your Excellency’s consideration my opinion, that if any difficulties
should take place on the introduction of any new measures during the probationary state
or thereafter, that the female and not the male apprentices will prove to be the most faulty,
although on the whole I consider the apprentices collectively the least refractory and most
submissive peasantry in the world. . _
On one of Tharp’s estates, Pantrepant, where in 1834 the arprenttces were in a riotous

state bordering upon rebellion, they are not only behaving we I, but actually excelling the
other estates both in the quality and quantity of produce, and will make the largest crop
of the whole. _ /

I am happy to report that the mills are all about, and that the manufacture of sugar
is going‘on very satisfactorily every where, but the planters [complain generally of the
yieldin .of the canes, and I am sorry to learn that a majority of the estates in thistlistrict
are falling Considerably short of their estimates for the crop, in consequence of the almost
total want of seasons since the conclusion of last crop, the canes being of short growth.
The quality of the produce generally is excellent, the yielding by the gallon is very satis-
factory, and I feel much pleasure in stating that the su ar is of a superior quality even to
that made last year upon many of the estates; and alt ough a majority of the properties
may and will fall off from their expectation,’several estates which have been more fa-
voured with seasons will reach, and in some instances exceed, last year’s crop.

I submit that neither the planters nor the apprentices are to blame for the falling off in
the present crop. .

I have had the honour in my previous reports to explain to your Excellency that the
neglected state of the cane fields during last crop, and the subsequent want of seasons,
more than any fault of the apprentices, are the real cause of the expected falling off in
the present year’s return.

I am happy in being able to report to your Excellency, thelslight showery weather has
been succeeded by a most delightful fine soaking general rain on the 15th, 16th and 13th
inst., and although too late to benefit much the present, will most assuredly lay the founda-
tion of good returns for the year 1837, and which is very generally and confidently expected
by all the planters in this district, who, 1 am happy to report, have used every exertion in
their power in establishing a large plant, and showing every encouragement to the a pren-
tices by employing them in their own time for money, which was only very partia ly the
case last year.

I submit to your Excellency, the mutual interest of the proprietor and apprentices are
involved in the latter being encouraged and taught, during the probationary state, to work
for money in their own spare time (but not to the neglect of their grounds), and with that
view, under your Excellency’s sanction, I have this year advocated that all herring allow-
ances be stopped from all the able people who are equal to field duty. —

In fixing the rate of labour at 15d. per hour or 13. per diem for eight hours extra
time for the spell hands during crop, I beg your Excellency to understand that rate has
no reference to (common field labour out of crop, and I am at present of opinion that
it possibly might have to be augmented to ad. or 3d. per hour for able apprentices, as
there isa manifest difference between the advantages derived by the apprentices in and out
o crop.

I regret to state that there is a manifest want of uniformity in working the hours of
the law, and the introduction of herring allowances, 8w. Ste. is also fraught with much
mischief, and ought at once to be abandoned, and the apprentice and his master be im-
mediately tau ht to be independent of each ,other, in so far as that goes. I need not
state' to your xcellency the many bickerin‘gs- and dissatisfaction these allowances, not
directed by law, have caused between the managers and apprentices, frbm their distri-
bution being left. to the sole control of the lanter alone. ,

l have lately, in conformity with your xcellency’s instructions, made very particular
inquiries into the state of the negro provision grounds, and it=afibrds me much satis-
faction to report, that I have every reason to believe that the estates possess an abun-
dance of mountain land, and that the apprentices generally are attending to them much
as uSual. Were I indeed to offer my own opinion, from the frequent complaints between
them in respect of their grounds, gardens, houses, &c., it would be thatI consider them

more
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more anxious about them than ever they were, and humbly Submit to your Excellency’s
superior Judgment that, in the absence of the highly valuable impulses of education and
moral and religlous instruction, there is nothing more essentially necessar to bind them-
to their ultimate interests and well-being than their attachment to their ouses, gardens
and grounds, to their domiciles and to the graves of their forefathers.
With reference to my former reports which I have had the honour to lay before your

Excellency, and in which I stated that the adult apprentices remained in their pristine
ignorance, and that the free children are growing up in idleness, ignorance and vice,
and that this populous district was without a chapel or a school—house, it affords me
an heartfelt satisfaction to report to your Excellency, that Mr.Tharp has opened an esta-
blishment at the Good Hope for the education and moral and religious instruction of
the freed children and apprentices on his own estates, and also the surrounding district,
gratuitously. It is conducted by a member of the orthodox church, the Reverend Per-
cival Burton, late curate of Hanover, and bids fair 'to be the foundation of much use-
fulness. It was opened on the lst January last, and the freed children and adults 'are
fast augmenting in number, and already pleasingly progressing in their various grades
of instruction. '

The attendance of whites, browns and black: is highly gratifying to the Christian
feeling, and their correct deportment highly satisfactory, 'and ‘the circumstance of the
building originally intended for widely different purposes (a penal gang or house of
correction), strikingly points out the contrast between the past times and‘ the present
enlightened and fast improving state of society.
The' Good Hope school, heing'the only establishment of the kind, and there being

upwards of 10,000 souls in this district (including 2,000 free children), your Excellency
will doubtless at once see the- urgent and immediate necessity of furthering the wishes
of the people generally by affording to this district the means of augmenting the number
of such establishments so valuable to the well-being ot‘society.

In the vicinity of VVestonfavel,Gales Valley and York,a school with moral and religious
instruction is much wanted, and on the latter is a stone building which might easily be
made to suit all purposes. Others on the eastern line of this district, in the vicinity of
the Forest, Linton Park and Chester, I humbly submit to your Excellency are equally
necessary.

I am happy to report that the apprentices generally are eagerly working in their own
time for money. On some properties they get 18d. sterling or 23. (id. for a day’s labour
of 10 hours, and appear to give and receive every satisfaction.

Complaints are fast decreasing, and punishments have almost disappeared, as your Excel-
lency will perceive by my returns of duty; but still there is a necessity for a continuous
mode of acting, which admits of no relaxation from duty, and consequently no time for
recreation.
The crops and work of the estates generally are in a more forward state than at this

time last year, and the planters are looking forward with favourable prospects for the
future, and all agree in the hope and expectancy that this year’s crop will be the smallest
made in this district during the continuance of the probationary state, in the continued
well-working of which I have every faith.

I submit to your Excellency’s consideration the rapid increase of children and the
diminished number of deaths since the' tst of August 1834, and those principally old
eo le.

P Ipbeg to assure your Lordship of' my continued and best exertions in the discharge of
my official duties, in the hope of meriting the approbation of your Excellency, and a.
happy completion of the great momentous change.

I have, 810.
The Marquis of Sligo,

8Lc. Ste. &c. (signed) S. Pryce, 3. J.

 

My Lord, Hertford, March 28th, 1836.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting my report, agreeable to yourExcellency’s instruc-

tions, and am much pleased in having the satisfaction of reporting favourably of the district
under my‘charge. ' .

I should certainly say, being guided by the information of the managers, that the tn-
dustry of the apprentices is not less, the decrease of ofl'ences deCIdedly much so, the
complaints generally not of a serious nature, and undoubtedly a betterteelmg between
master and apprentice, founded on the principle of managers adjudicatlng occasionally
themselves, rather than aiply to the magistrate in matters of minor impprtance, thereby
showing they have no wis to oppress or punish, and giving at the same ume a confidence
to the apprentices, that the managers are willing to give and take to a reasonable extent.
There are several large estates in this parish which reflect great credit _on the managers,
from the way in which they are conducted, and the mutual good feeling occasioned by
such management,and-which must be evidently apparentto the managers themselves. The
grounds of the apprentices are abundant and well cultivated-
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Complaints have certainly diminished to a very great extent; the labour is as forward as
is usual for this 'time of the year, and I should'observe rather forwarder than this time
last year, and certainly appearances indicate an increase of produce beyond that o'flast
ear s cm ,

y ' P. I have,8tc.

Th? gzrqgltbéf‘ligo, (signed) Tlios. M. Oliver, 5. J.

 

My Lord, Montpelier District, March 29th, 1836.

I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting to your Lordship that perfect tranquillity pre—
vails thioughout this district; and that since my arrival to assume charge of it,in the
latter part of January, not only has‘a decrease taken lace in the amouht of offences
committed by the negro population, but when cases of de inqueney d9 occasnonally present
themselves, they are unaccompanied with any of those features which render crime for~
midable.

With reference to the ‘robable result of this year’s crops, now in course of being taken
06', as contrasted with tliat which preceded it, I regret to find, on making the most strict
inquiry, that there is but too much reason to apprehend a considerable decrease: 10 per‘
cent., or in other words, 10 hogsheads in the 100, is confidently stated by experienced ma-
nagers as the minimum at which the dei'alcation can be fixed. The cause of this deficiency
may, however, be in some measure attributed to the circumstance of many managers
having last year directed the whole strength of the estates to gather in the crop, and
neglected until an unusually advanced period making preparations in the way of cleaning
cane pieces, or putting in plant canes for the ensuing one. It would, in short, almost
appear that the managers, .at the time I refer to, anucnpated so unfavourable a result for
the new system as to devote every resource to the sole object already stated, committing
the future in no small degree to chance.
Now that the working of this great measure is established beyond a doubt, the

majority seem anxious to accommodate themselves to the altered circumstances in which
itvhas placed them with regard to the apprentices, and pursue with diligence the cultiva-
tion of the respective properties in their charge. I am ha py also to observe that on
some of the principal of those properties the attorneys an managers seem as anxious
to dispense money for the purchase of the time of the apprentices, as the latter do in
evincing a willingness to give their services in return.
Of the stateot' the apprentices’ provision grounds in this district, I shall briefly say that,

generally speaking, they have been represented to me to be in as good, and in some
instances in a better state of cultivation than they were previous to August 1834.
The all-important subject of educating the negro youth appears as yet to have attracted

little attention amongst the proprietors or their representatives, but notwithstanding this
circumstance, education is perhaps being diffused more rapidly here amongst the free
children than in any part of the island: thanks to the efforts chiefly of a zealous resident
clergyman, the Rev. Mr.Betts, for such a result. This gentleman has established two
schools, the one at Kuockalva, containing, as I understand, ninety; the other at Alexandria,
sixty pu tls. The_estates mentioned belong to Mr. Neil Malcolm. I have visited the
hitter so 001, and was much pleased to observe the progress making by some of the
cuildren. ‘ .

Before concluding this letter, I also think it right to notice the meritorious labours of
the Rev. Mr. Wedlock and others of the Methodist missionaries in this neighbourhood, for
the improvement of the negro population.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8m.
8m. 8m. 8w. (signed) John Odell, s. J.

My Lord, ' Olive Park, Vere, 30th March 1836.
'I HAVE the- honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the

4th March, as to the exact and particular state of my district.
In obedience thereto, I am highly gratified in being able to report, for the information

of your Excellency, that the apprentices on every estate now in this parish, containing a
population of'7,ooo apprentices, are working cheerfully and willingly for wages, as occa-
sion requires, and have given up all their extra time for 25. 6d. er week and usual
allowances; some pay at the rate of 4s. 2d. for such compensation. he apprentices work
both night and day, as formerly, for five days, and frequently continue to boil sugar until
one o’clock on Saturdays. I have endeavoured, on every estate I have had occasion to
visit in my ofiicial capacity, to create such a desirable feeling between master and appren—
tice, and it is a pleasing satisfaction to me, and I am well aware it will also be to your
Excellency, to be informed that the apprentices in this highly valuable parish have this
crop, up to the present moment, realized my most sanguine expectations, both as to their
exemplary good conduct, and the willingness in most instances with which they have come
forward to enter into satisfactory arrangements to take off the present crop.

This I have accomplished on many estates, who at one period positively refused to give
“P
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up any portion of their time for money or allowances, by taking every opportunity afforded
me before the commencement of the present crop, in explaining to the sensible people the
advantages that would accrue to them when in a state of freedom, by cheerfully assisting
their master or manager, by giving up a portion of their time in order to keep up the cult-
livation of the estates. While on this subject I must not omit stating, for the information
of your Excellency, that so great now is the desire of the apprentice to earn money in his
own time, that it has come within my own observation that estates who do not require the
continued hired services of the apprentices, have, after the labour of the day, hired them-
selves to a neighbouring roperty, from sunset until 12 o’clock, to carry canes and load
wains for the sum of 10 . currency. The carpenters and tradesmen, who are the more
enlightened'class, go and work regularly wherever they can procure employment on Satur-
da '5, and hire themselves at 38. 4d. per day. _

i am also happy to state, for the information of' your Excellency, that the want of con-
fidence, and the suspicious feeling at first manifest in the negro mind as to their masters
not paying them, has completely subsided, from the great regularity with which they are
paid at the termination of each week.
Such a report as this will prove beyond a doubt to your Excellency, that the apprentices,

when properly managed, and kindly treated by their masters or managers, whichI am
happy to state has invariably been the case in this parish, will work willingly for wages
when a fair remuneration is ofl'ered.
Judging by my reports at this period last year, I clearly perceive a great diminution of

crime, which my weekly reports for some months past 'will afl‘ord your Excellency a con—
vincing proof; compared with that of last year, when I had, to establish order and a due
performance of work, frequent occasion for the infliction of corporal punishment; I now
find the most marked imprmement and difference as to their, in most instances, wilfully
committing crime.
The crops are progressing fast, and a good return of sugar Weekly made, and of the very

best quality. The estates, generally speaking, make, with one set of coppers, from 14 to
16 hogsheads weekly, and the larger estates from 20 to 25, working nine hours by spells,
which the managers seem perfectly satisfied with.
The present state of cultivation of the difl'erent estates in this parish I may safely report

to be a month or six weeks more forward than at this period last year, both as to the
numbder of hogsheads of sugar manufactured, plants put in, cane fields supplied, and trash
turne .

For instance, Hillside, under the management of Mr. Turner, had, up to the 7th March,
made 123 hogsheads of sugar, and established 32 acres of plants, and supplied and turned
trash on fifty, when at this period last year they had only 81 'hogsheads made; also
Moreland, under the management oer. Lewis, has made, up to the 20th March, 212 hogs-
heads, and established 70 acres of plants, and all their cane fields supplied and trash turned,
when at this period last ear they had only 170 hogsheads manufactured- These are
instances out of [he manyI might enumerate. The hirin system has in a great measure
forwarded the work so much as no loss of labour now w atever is sustained by the pro-
perty, and several managers are by that means able to appropriate three or four afternoons
each week towards the cultivation of the estates, besides keeping the. mills continually
about.
The plough is used with great success in this parish, and I have every hope, before the

tennination of the apprenticeship, that it will be generally used on all the estates, So
sanguine are they now of the well-working oi the new system in my district, that they never
express a doubt on that head, and the only fear Is as to the result as to.the year 1840.
The willingness with which the apprentices work for hire have completely stleuced them as
to the result of the present system, and I sincerely hope, indeed have httle doubt on my own
mind, that the fears of the alarmists will also vanish in a due course of time as to the result ‘
oi'the year 1840, for I am every day more and more convinced that the apprentice, when
free, will work- for wages, and that a sufficient number may be procprecl to keep up the
cultivation of the estates; but, on the other hand, onless some [?rovrslon 13 made for the
support of the old and infirm after the termination of the apprenticeship, freedom, instead
of a boon, will plunge them into the deepest mtsery possuble, when they are deprived of the
anxious care and support of their masters, who now allow them to want for nothing; for
I have on many occasions closely observed several free people of colour, who many years
ago obtained their freedom, now in the most wretched state, and entirely dependent upon‘
their apprenticed relations for the means 'of subsistence. ' .
The system of education is much wanting to stimulate the negro to habits of industry,

and ’cleanse the younger branch from that natural prtopensxty for steahng which their
parents, in the degraded state of slavery, have imbibed In the youthful breast, and which
time, religion and moral habits of industry are the only hope now to be lormed of the
im rovement of the rising ‘ eneration. . _

l) herewith enclose your xcellency a blank report for this weelf; the good behavnour of
the apprentices having deprived me of the usual materials for a diary.

Th M . f Sl' I have, SEC.
1‘ ms 0 0

e Stifhc. Ste. lg ’ (signed) James Nolan, 3. J.
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Sir, Kingston, lst April 1836.
PURSUANT to a request of his Excellency the Governor. expressed in a circular dated

4th March 1836,I have the honour to state in answer, that in consequence of the short
time I have been resident in" this city and parish, I have had but few opportunities of
ascertaining the information required_ in the 27th rule of instructions to special justices.

I am of opinion, that. the coniplalnts between the master and. apprentice are few and
trifling, especially when it is constdered that the number of apprentices for this city amounts
to 10,000; and that every Saturday arid S_unday the. town becomes a general rendezvous
for the apprentices of estates within a Circuit of 20 miles.

It is but justice to state that I have seen few towns in England where the Sabbath
appears more decently and respectfully kept, and where fewer disturbances or riotous pro-
ceedings in the streets occur. 'I'aut sorry to add, that I do not consider the domestic
apprentice is working to the satisthctton ot the owner; there is a degree of slip~shod indo-
lence, and a careless insolence of manner in the conduct of the apprentice towards his
master, sufficiently guarded and slight to deter him from bringing the offender before
the magistrate, yet strongly enough expressed to be a constant source of irritation and
annoyance.

I» have, Ste.

(signed) H. Maresby, s. J.

 

GENERAL REPORT for the District of St. Dorothy and' a part of Clarendon.

Tun general conduct and behaviour of the negro apprentices are displayed in several
im ortant and hi hly gratifying facts. .

he number 0 com plaints at present against the apprentices ls far less considerable than
towards the commencement of the apprenticeship, and they are of a less serious character.
The apprentices perform a much greater quantity of work for their masters in their legal

time of labour than they used to accomplish in the same length of time before the abolition
of slavery. ' '

Their own grounds are in a higher state of cultivation than they were ever known to be
at any former period.
The negroes absent from their masters as runaways scarcely form a sixth part of the

number'that used to absent themselves before the commencement of the apprenticeship.
Within the same period the number of persons obtaining admission into the estates’ hospi-
tals on false pretences 0f sickness is diminished by two-thirds.
The negroes have evinced great anxiety to marry, and many hundreds of couples who

had long lived in coneubinage have recently been united in wedlock. They have likewise
manifested the strongest wish to receive the inestimable benefits of education and moral
instruction. .

It would be difficult to imagine facts more decisively manifesting an improvement of the
ne ro character, both in industry and in moral feeling, than those here enumerated.

' ith regard to the conduct of the masters towards the apprentices, it is gratifying to
remark, that the number of complaints from the latter against the former has undergone a
great diminution, and it is upwards of seven months since I felt it necessary, in this district,
to impose the smallest fine for the ill7treatment of a negro by his master or manager. In
numerous instances, the conduct ofthe masters is marked by kindness and indulgence, for
which they are the more entitled to praise; as an impression prevails very generally, if not
universally, among them, that however well the apprenticeship itself may proceed, yet the
termination of the apprenticeship, without timely and efficient measures of prevention, mdst
bring with it the ruin of nine-tenths of the sugar properties of Jamaica. They entertain a
full persuasion that, from the vast extent of unoccupied land of the finest quality in
Jamaica, the incredibly low price at which it may be purchased, and the consequent facility
with which the negroes may obtain possession of considerable tracts, and raise, with a high
profit, many minor articles of colonial produce, such as coffee, ginger, tobacco, &c., they will
be induced and enabled (without the supposition of the smallest tendency to bad conduct
on their part) to ask such wages for labour as the planters, except on a limited number of
highly favoured properties, will be utterly unable to ofl'er. [n my own humble opinion
there is but too-much ground for the apprehensions of the planters. The wages already
commanded by free labour. as instanced in the pay of jobbing gamers and in the pa and
appointments of the police, so far, as it appears to me, tend to prove t ie correctness 0 their
anticipations. But whether these views and opinions be correct or incorrect, certain it is
that the planters are impressed with the conviction that the year 1840, without the timely
adoption of preventive meas'ures (and none have hitherto been promised), must bring with
it the severest and most overwhelming distress to the greater part of their body; and under
these circumstances the good temper and discretion which have lately marked their con-
duct, and the kindness and indulgence which many of them show towards their apprentices,
entitle them to great praise. ,
With regard to my anticipations of the future working of the apfrenticeship, considered

wholly by itself and without reference to any thing beyond it, I fee a confident hope, that
as it has hitherto proceeded in a manner exceeding the most sanguine expectations, its
progress will be equally favourable to the period of its final termination. The great ab-
straction of labour by the Abolition Act renders it vain, in my humble opinion, even with

a greatly
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agreatly extended use of the plough and other substitutes for human labour, to expect
the same amount of produce as was obtained in the time of slavery; but nothing is more
certain than that a greater amount will be secured than was ever looked for in the same
length of labouring time at any former period of the history of Jamaica.

(signed) Alexander N. ZiIacleod, s. J.
St. Dorothy's, &c.

 

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, March 30, 1836.
IN the 0*eneral report which I had the honour of transmitting to your Excellency this

morning, I speak of the apprehensions entertained by the planters as to the period when
the apprenticeship is to terminate, and ofthe expediency of adopting measures to prevent
the consequences at which they are alarmed. In this mention of preventive measures I
am afraid I may be misunderstood, and I beg to state that {allude to none hostile to
the principles of freedom. Some such expedients as an extensive immigration through
Parliamentary aid, and a reduction in the duties on the chief articles of colonial pro-
duce, have frequently suggested themselves to my mind, and it was these to which I
intended to allude, and by no means to any measures at variance with liberal principles,
or subversive of that natural liberty of which the negroes will receive the enjoyment
at the termination of the apprenticeship.

I am sure your Excellency will pardon the liberty I here take in order to prevent any
misapprehension as to my sentiments, and I shall feel happy if this letter could be consi-
dered an appendix to my report.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8Lc.
8m. Ste. Ste. (signed) Alexander N. JIacIeod, s. J.

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, March 29, 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Excellency’s circular of4th March

1836, and in compliance therewith have the honour to forward the special report required.
Since my last special report the apprenticed labourers in my district have given me every

reason to be satisfied with their general good conduct; and I am happy to say, as far as I
can ascertain, the same feeling is entertained by the majority of managers in this quarter.
That the apprentices have been industrious is plain enough in the appearance of the cultio
vation, and the preparations for this year’s crop, Which is expected generally to exceed last
year’s; that they are now industrious is to be seen by their exertions in taking 03 the crop,
and readily selling their time for wages. I am happy in being able to say that the ap.
prentices are eager to obtain money, they have more confidence now in the managers than
they had last year. Could the overseers succeed in getting the Saturday for money, the
sugar cultivation would be equal to that of the best days of slavery. With respect to the
increase or decrease of offences, there does not appear to me to be much alteration during the
last quarter; trespassing on the grounds of each other, on the cane pieces, impertinence to the
constables (particularly from the women), and occasional absence from work, are the pre-
vailing offences; such cases occurred during slavery, and will occur during the apprenticeship.
I consider that a good feeling now exists between the managers and apprentices generally;
the former have had some experience of the abolition measure, and feel the inutility of
opposition: the apprentices have tried to obtain all they could, and being more conversant
with the law more readily obey it, and that cheerfully, where the management is steady and
judicious. The apprentices cultivate their grounds, particularly their gardens, just as well
as ever. In some cases under my observation, from the attention the people are paying to
their gardens, fences, &c. about their houses, I concluded they had made up their minds to
have them for a period longer than the apprenticeship. The cane cultivation is as usual;
the cane pieces are clean and promise well.
The crop is going on with every appearance of satisfaction on both sides, and I have

reason to believe no interruption to this good state of things will take place. The apprentices
appear settled, and satisfied with the belief that they will absolutely be free in 1840.
All that is required is steady management with liberal allowances, and treatment towards
the labourers. Where this obtains, the apprentices do their duty cheerfully, and they see
that the manager isjustly supported by the special justice. I am happy to Say the subject
of education has advanced somewhat in this district, at schoolmaster being ordered out
from home for Bayley’s four estates; I have no doubt other properties will be stimulated to
engage seriously in instructing the young eople. With regard to the regulation for hours
oflabour, each property pursues its indivi ual interest; I have ever endeavoured to support
the nine hour system in preference to the eight, and in my district it is general. The abo-
lition law is not adhered to as to the hours of labour, the apprentices giving up much of
their time, in consideration of having cooks, salt, 8Lc.,but without a written agreement
signed by me. The apprentices have a very natural method of retaliation when they con-
ceive the time taken is too much; they do not work with “a will,” and turn out late in the
morning. I believe this makes the managers more careful, and more liberal in theirallow-
ances. My aim and object has been to induce a cheerful labour from the apprentices by
conciliation, and to bury in oblivion the old system,—a (litficult undertaking I was aware of.
I thought to inspire confidence by persuading the apprentices to look more to the manager,
who could give them so many indulgences out of my power, and have laboured to convgncle
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both parties that unishment is only for the wilful and vicious. In some cases I’liave failed
to produce confi ence in the manager, from the .apprentices concemng his object was to
get them punished too often; but I am pleased In being able to say that, generally, the'
apprentices do repose trust in their overseers, and do not appeal to nie so often as was
customary last year; at the same time I believe they look upon the spemal Justice as their
just protector. . . . _

In conclusion, my Lord, as the sum of my observation, Informationiand experience as a
special justice, I can reasonably and confidently state, that the abolition law,'called the
new svstem (as far as concerns this parish), does work favourably! and W1” continue to do
so as long as the special justice does his duty, which he cannot fail to do when known to
him that the manager does his.

I h 8:, .The Marquis of Sligo, ave, . c.

8‘“ 3““ &°° (signed) thlzam Marlton, 5. J.
 

Palmetto River, Blue Mountain District,
My Lord, St. Thomas—in-the-East, 6th April- 1836.

I HAVE much satisfaction in observing that my special report of the state of this district
for the last quarter might be made up with accurate correctness by extracting all I have
reported of good in the general conduct of the apprentices during the last 15 months.
Their labour is industriously and cheerfully applied, the same quantity of work in digging
cane holes and turning trash and moulding canes (the ordinary labour of estates) being per-
formed in the present limited hours as was the custom during slavery, and on some estates
there have been instances of excess of labour; on Blue Mountain, Hallhead and Mount
Pleasant estates, the plough has been generally used during the whole of this seasun with
negro ploughmen, and with the most extraordinary success. The cane holes on Blue
Mountain estates are completely formed and finished without the application of the hoe;
Buckingham estate will make an experiment with the lough this spring, and l have not
the slightest doubt, from the Success which has attendedpevery attempt at ploughing in this
district under the management of apprentices, that it will before the termination of this
year be universally employed on all land adapted for its use. At Hallhead, where the land
is only turned up and not formed into cane holes by the plough, the apprentices in their
own time dig the cane holes at 144 for 3s. 4d., full double the number they would have been
able to dig had not the plough first lightened the soil. The negro provision grounds are
cultivated to a much greater extent than formerly, and it is only by personal inspection that
ajust idea can be formed of their luxuriance and fertility; this part of the island cannot
be excelled in the adaptation of the soil of the high land for the growth of vegetables and
yams, to which they are in general appropriated ; and I am ha py to say, I have not heard
of an attempt being made by any manager to curtail or limit t e extent of the negro pro-
vision grounds.

Twelve months ago my time was materially occupied in trying charges of petty thefts
preferred by overseers against apprentices, and charges preferred by apprentices against
their fellows for robbery of provision grounds; but I have now the satisfaction of recording.
that I have not tried a case of the latter description in the last three months, and only two‘
of the former; this,combined with a marked improvement in their manners and appearance,
induces me to believe, as 1 hope, that the source is to be found in an enlarged morality, and
a more pure and extended knowledge of religion.

Complaints on the part of the managers are now reduced to those ordinary ttifling obser-
vations that are occurring and will occur among the working class of all communities,
occasional neglect, individual iudolence, and sometimes, but rarely, disobedience.

There is every prospect of the sugar crop being equal in quantity to that of last year,
though I fear it will be later in termination, from the extreme humidity of the last three
months. The last cofl'ee crop was below the average, but the blossom at present upon the
trees argues a most luxuriant one for the ensuing. ' ,

I cannot observe without much regret, that notwithstanding the liberal grants in the
mother country for the purpose of educating the apprentices, and the large increase of
missionary labourers in this island, no school has been erected in this district, and the only
chapel we have is at present without a minister; so that whatever ofgood has been effected
in the negro's conduct and manners, is chiefly attributable to his own ardent desire to be
improved and acquire knowledge, and the eagerness with which he goes in search of it. One
consequence resulting from the inadequate supply ot'moral and religious knowledge in this
district in particular is, that parents ofchildren under six years of age are obliged to send
them for instruction to Morant Bay and Kingston, a distance of 1 1 and 30 miles andoften greater, and though there cannot be a doubt that such anxiety to rear their children
in a more refined manner than they were themselves is highly praiseworth , it often occa—
sions the ebullition of jealous and acrimonious feelings in proprietors an attorneys, whoate sit to Imagine that the children are removed from the estate from a suspicion that they
mtg e again reduced to a state of bondage. .Id and New Monklauds plantations form a pleasing exception to this general dearth of
religious and moral cultivation, Mr. Robert Paterson, the proprietor, having a schoolmaster
resident for the sole purpose of educating his apprentices, adults and children.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, 3“”

SLC- 66c. kc. (signed) Edmund B, Lyon, 8. J-

My
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My Lord, Stony Hill, Saint Andrew’s, 31 March 1836‘
IN obedience to your circular of the 4th instant, Ihave the honour to acquaint your

Excellency with my opinion of the condition of the various properties in my district.
The sugar estates appear in good order; in four, Temple Hall, Airy Castle, Spring and

Norbrook, there will be an increase of crop; on two properties, Constant Spring and Golden
Spring, the crop will be nearly the average of the two preceding years; but on. five others,
owing to unseasonably dry weather, there Wlll be a decrease of nearly one-half. I cannot attri-
bute any change to an insufficiency of labour on the part of the apprentices, as I am full
convinced, on all properties comprising those mentioned in the 54th clause of the Abolition
Act, where the magistrate is enabled to visit regularly, the people work and are- otherwise
well disposed; but I am sorry I cannot report as favourably of those on small settlements
and pens where indolence and impertinence are taking deep root.

I feel pleasure'in assuring your Lordship, the coffee and pimenta properties are in as good
order as at the same period within two years. The proprietors are endeavouring to keep
up on all sugar estates, as well as coffee and pimenta plantations, the same extent of cul-
tivation as during the slave law, although it was fully expected one-third would be aban-
doned. The generality of the apprentices work extremely hard on their own grounds,
which are, generally speaking, in good order; could they be persuaded to work as well for
their masters, I am convinced four days’ labour per week would keep up the full extent of
cultivation as heretofore.

I have much pleasure in acquainting your Lordship, that complaints have diminished
since my last quarterly report; those preferred since have been against incorrigible idlers
and persons long accustomed to running away. My district, during the quarter, comprised
45 large properties, on which, during that period, there were eight corporal unishments,
averaging 14 lashes each. At the public court-house, during the same periozr, there were
12 corporal punishments, averaging 18 lashes, some of which punishments were inflicted
on small boys with light cat or switch. The total number of apprentices, between whom
and their mastersI had to adjudicate, were, males 3,631, and of females about 3,740; of
the latter 31 were sentenced to the penal gang, on an average of six days each.

 

_ ‘ I have, &c.

The geargéisgcféhgo, (signed) Samuel Lloyd, 5. J.

My Lord, St. Mary’s, South-east Division, 30th March 1836.
CONFORMING to your Lordship’s instruction, I have now the honour to forward to your

Excellency the present report relating to the district in which I have the honour to fulfil
the duties of specialjustice of the peace, it being the result of the closest observation, and
the most particular inquiries.
With regard to the industry of the apprentices, I cannot discover any material change in

their disposition; where their direct interest is apparent, they are perfectly capable of close
application and great bodily exertion, which, I regret to say, I rarely find exhibited in their
ordinary avocations, giving rise to the greater part of tie complaints preferred against
them, which are principally those of neglect, indolence and occasional absence.
On the aggregate of the quarter now come to a conclusion, there is, I am happy to say,

an apparent decrease in the number of complaints against the apprentices, as compared
with the two preceding and corresponding periods, though at the same timeI have to
remark that the same observation does not apply as against the employers, in which respect
an increase on the average of the above stated periods is in a trifling degree apparent.

I may certainly remark that there has been no exhibition of bad feeling on the part of
either masters or apprentices, the latter receiving all the accustomed indulgences of “ old
time,” and still enjoying the privilege of unlimited extent of provision grounds, which, being
kept in the highest state of cultivation, become the sources to which I unhesitatingly attri-
bute the difficulty that exists in drawing the negroes into reasonable arrangements for their
employment during their own time on the property of their employers.

l have further the honour to report to your Excellency that I find the state of the culti-
vation on the several properties in my charge to be in every instance, with one exception,
equally forward as ai, the same time last year; on a very great majority a decided improve-
ment is exhibited; but throughout the whole I find a falling ofl“ as compared with the
average of the three years preceding 1834.

In conclusion, I beg leave to remark to your Lordship, that the tranquillity of the district
has remained totally undisturbed during this quarter, with the solitary exception in the case
Of Stapewell estate, as reported in the communication I had the honour to make to your
Excellency on the 27th January last, and am happy in anticipating not the leastinterruption
to the extsttng good order. I have, &c.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Sydney Lambert, s.J.
&c. &c. &c.
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My Lord, Moneague, 28 March 1836.

IN reference to the circular of the 4th instant, I have the honour of submitting the fol-

lowing report to your Excellency relative to the general state of: this district.

Nothing has occurred since I had last the honour of addressmg a general report to your

Excellency at all calculated to diminish the confidence I then entertained of a progressive

improvement taking place in the industrious habits of the apprenticed labourers, which I

must infer, from the total absence of any complaint against whole gangs for deficiency of

work, that the managers themselves are in general satisfied with the labour of the people.
This view of the case is confirmed by the opinion of some of the most experienced and re-

spectable managers in this neighbourhood, who state that as much labour is performed

during equal periods as at any time previous to the operation of the present law.
I have at the same time the satisfaction of informing your Excellency that no disposition

has been evinced on the part of the managers of the larger properties to exceed the limits of
the law,all-the fines I have found it necessary to impose oflate having been confined to the
smaller settlers. _ .

I beg to refer to my weekly diaries as the most conclusrve ev1dence of the great diminu-
tion in the number of complaints preferred for several months past. In place of 20 or 30
cases being brought forward in the course of the week, as was common some time ago, they

have now diminished so rapidly that three or four may now be considered as the average
number per week which occur. It does not however follow that the duties of the magis.

trate are at all diminished in consequence of this happy change. He has still the same num-
ber of miles to travel (from 80 to 100 per week), and the same number of properties to visit,
and yet with all this continued search after grievances, complaints have diminished in the
proportion already stated. But not only have the number of complaints diminished, they
are besides now of a very different character from those preferred in the earlier stages of the
apprenticeship. Insolence and insubordination are now comparatively rare, and the adjudi-
cation of the magistrate is in a great measure confined to individual instances of neglect
of work, short absences and improper performance of duty, all of which must occur in
any country, and are more particularly to be expected under a system where no in-
ducement whatever to labour is held out, unless exemption from punishment may be so

considered.
From the nature of the employment in this part of the parish, very little extralabour

is required, but I have not heard of the apprentices having ever shown any indispo—
sition to work for a fair rate of wages during their own time. In some instances they
have been hired at the rate of 1 a. 8d. currency (or 15. sterling) per day, while the rate for
jobbing gangs is 28. 6d. currency.

It has been an object of my greatest solicitucle to impress on the managers the propriety
of extending the negro grounds, and allowing the people the most convenient period in the
week for their cultivation, not only as tending to promote the comfort and happiness of the
People, but as the surest means of attaching them to the soil, and thereby securing their vo-

iuntary and willing services at the termination of the apprenticeship. .As the nine hours’
system has in consequence been generally adopted in this district, the people have ample

time for the cultivation of their grounds, leaving a day and a half every week for that pur-
pose; and from the inquiry I have latelyinstituted, at the request of our Excellency, I
have reason to be satisfied that a proper use is made of the time so al otted to them, the
negro grounds being generally in an excellent state of cultivation, and provisions abun-
dant. Every facility is afforded in this respect by the proprietors and managers, and I
am happy to state, that a very satisfactory feeling prevails in general between them and
the people.

It is deeply to be regretted that the means of education have been so long withheld, as
it is impossible that the apprenticeship system can put forth its fairest fruits until the rising
generation have this great boon extended to them. The blighting influence of slavery
must long be felt by all the existing race, and it is only after the lapse of another genera-
tion, and when the means of education have been generally diffused, that this great and
momentous experiment can be fairly tested.

‘In the meantime I regret to inform your Excellency that so far as my means of informa-
tion extend, I believe that this parish is entirely destitute of any provision for the education
of the people, and the 'children are in consequence bred up in habits of indolence and

 

ignorance. I have, Ste.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Henry Laidlaw.
8m. 8w. Ste.

My Lord, Chester Vale, Port Royal Mountain, 29 March 1836.
IN conformity with the 27th rule of the instructions issued by your Excellency on the

tst of January last, I beg to state that the apprentices throughout this district continue to
conduct themselves well; there are, as in all similar communities, many addicted to pil-
fering, which seems to be their most prominent vice. Drunkenness, I am happy to say, is
seldom witnessed among them.

. Complaints have greatly decreased during the last twelve months, and will I think con-
tinue to do so as each party sees the advantage that must result from a better understand-
ing being established between them.

The
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The crop of coffee throughout the district will fall very far short of the last, and is alto-
gether a backward season, as they are only, up to this period, picking what the negroes
term one, one coffee, that is, here and there a ripe berry; it has (however unprofitable)
enabled them to put the fields in order.

 

. NI . fSl' I have, 8w.
H is Excellegéy g]: 18:21.qu o igo, (signed) H. Kent, 5. J.

My Lord, Allower, Parish of Westmorelantl, 29 March 1836.
IN compliance with your Excellency’s instructions under the 27th rule, I have the

honour to inform you that this district at present is in good order, and the apprentices, with
verly few exceptions, are working cheerfully and well.

beg leave to state to your Excellency that it is now four months since I took charge of
this district, during which time I have at different periods visited the estates 326 times, and
on 42 occasions only have there been any complaints ‘laid before me, and those in general
of a trivial nature, and from which I conclude crime must be evidently on the decline.
With respect to the crops in this district, I beg to state there are only four sugar estates,

three of which will exceed their last crops; on the Bog estate there will be a falling off of
produce, but this is attributed to the scarcity of canes, and not to the bad working of the
apprentices during this crop.

With the exception of the small settlements, there appears to be a good feeling existing
between the master and the apprentice, and in general they have as much grounds given
them as they wish to cultivate, and as far as I can observe (and from the information
I have received), the apprentices are attending to the cultivation of provisions for their
su port.

here are many ginger properties in this district, nearly all of which will exceed their
last returns; and on the sugar estates it is expected there will be good crops next year.

It is also with much pleasure I have to state to your Excellency that I observe the
apprentices in this district attend their several places of worship with much regularity.

I have, 8tc.'

The Marquis 0f Sligo, (signed) Daniel Winder Kelley, 5. J.Ste. &C. 81c.

 

My Lord, Rio Magno, St. Thomas-in-the—Vale, 30 March 1836.
AGREEABLY to your Lordship’s communication, I beg leave to make the following

observations under rule No. 27 of my instructions. The sugar crop, I have reason to
believe, will be an avet‘a e one; some estates are making more, and some less than they
have done last year. Al the mills are as yet at work, so that a correct opinion as to quan-
tity cannot well be formed; the season has been most favourable, and the young plant
canes for next year are in a flourishing condition. The pimenta has thrown out a good
full blossom, and a fair crop is anticipated, if the trees be not visited with blight or some
other unforeseen calamity. The coffee is likewise in blossom, butuot in so forward a state
of cultivation as at other seasons, I mean as to cleaning, pruning,&c.: this is in some
measure to beattributed to the apprentices having been principally kept in the picking-room,
the planters being anxious to finish and ship the crop of last year, and indeed in some mea-
sure to the want of energy, carelessness and idleness of the apprentices while so employed.
Complaints are neither increasing nor decreasing; those brought forward are principally
charged with neglect of labour or insufficiency of work during the eight or nine hours that
they have been employed. I am happy to bear testimony to theextremely kind and indulgent
conduct of the overseers and masters towards their apprentices; in fact, they are doing all
in their power to promote the comforts of the negroes, and holding out to them every
inducement, incentive and encouragement to become obedient, industrious servants; and
such is the dark, dissatisfied, incredulous mind of the negro, that even when a proposition
is made to him for his own benefit, he obstinately refuses to enter into it, imagining that
you are actuated by interested motives for the purpose of taking an advantageuof him, nor
can they be persuaded to the contrary. I could mention many instances of this; one may
suffice: if a negro be on his way to town with provistons for sale, and was met ten miles
from the market and offered as much for his commodity as he could possibly expect, he
would not treat with you, but go on through dust and sun, and sell perhaps for less than
was offered in the first instance. Their conduct is strange and unaccountable; sometimes
for two or three weeks they give every satisfaction, and then relapse into sullenness and
discontent, without being able to assign any cause forit. Propositions have frequently
been made to the apprentices to work in their own time for wages, say 25. 6d, per day, but
in most cases they have refused, or perhaps undertaken a job, and aftei: working two or
three days, come forward and say, “ Massa, me tired; gib me money for me two days;
me no work no more, me can’t, me good massa.” Such has been the result in more cases
than one; but I have endeavoured as much as possible to counteract such fickieness.
Working the apprentices in their own time for wages ought, in my opinion, to be encouraged

[0
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to the greatest extent, and the apprentice should be bound by a contract entered into before

a special magistrate to perform such Work within a certain time; this would have a good

effect; but they seem more disposed, some to idle, and some to cultivate provisions for

sale, perhaps for the purpose of amassing a sum to purchase a few acres of land when they

become manumitted.

 

. I have, Stc.

The 18:1:rgttzssggéhgo, (signed) Watkin Jones, 5. J.

My Lord, Hill-side, 29 March 1836.

ANNEXED I have the honour to transmit my report according to the 27th rule of your

Excellency’s instructions. .
I am happy '(0 say that on 20 properties I have had no complaints during the last three

months; that the nature of‘the complaints enerally (and which are not so numerous as

formerly) have been either for neglect of watc or loss of time, that I have rarely had occa-

sion to inflict corporal punishment.
Out of the 32 sugar estates in this district, I find there will be a falling ofl‘in the quantity

of produce on nine; that on six they will exceed the quantity made last year, and that on

the remainder an average crop may be expected.

I find that the estates’ negroes are generally Working their grounds well, and have plenty

of provisions; but that amongst the small settlements there are many delinquents in this

respect. With regard to the state of cultivation, it will be gratifying to your Excellency

to learn that the preparations for next year are on a much more extensive scale, and the

work of the cane fields much more forward than at the same period last year. On some

estates they have put in more plant than they have done for several years past, so that there

is every reason to believe there will be a considerable increase in the quantity of produce

manufactured from the next crops.

 

' I have, Ste.

The 18:1:"221: géhhgo, (signed) John R. Hulme, s. J.

My Lord, St. Jago de la. Vega, 30 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the

4th ultimo, and in obedience to your Excellency’s directions have now the honour to for-

ward such observations on the state of this district as my short residence in it has enabled

me to form. ,
The apprentices in this parish are orderly and well behaved ; they conduct themselves in

a very peaceable manner, and are most respectful in their demeanor ; cases of crime at pre-

sent are very few, 3 strong proof of which is that the house of correction in this town was

never, since it has been established, so empty as it is at the present moment ; indeed, on the

great majority of properties in this district I have not, since appointed to it, had any com—

plaints ; those I have had are principally confined to the town, and consist of complaints of

apfrentices against their masters for non-payment of wages and other minor offences.

consider the treatment they (the apprentices) receive from their managers and over-

seers to be in general satisfactory, as I hear few complaints to the contrary. Were 1, how-

ever, on] to judge by‘ their masters’ manner ot'talking of them, I should think the reverse, as

when tal ing of the negroes their manner is generally haughty and intemperate, and their

disposition to have corporal punishment inflicted manifested on every occasion of preferring

complaints.
Besides plantations, pens and the town of St.Jag0 de la Vega, this district contains

several large sugar properties, making in all a population of upwards of 7,000 apprentices.

The sugar properties, I have the satisfaction of being able to inform your Excellency, are

not only manufacturing sugar with the same facility and (considering that the weather

lately has been rather unfavourable) in the same proportion as formerly, but that they are

also performing the same quantity of agricultural labour they used to do when working so

many more hours. On one large roperty in this neighbourhood, Ellis Caymanas, I have
been informed by the overseer, that not alone is the crop as far forward as usual, and an

average return expected, but that he has this year, with his own apprentices, dug holes for

eight acres of young plants, that he was never before able to have done at the same season

of the year without the assistance of ajobbing gang. As regards the increase or decrease

of complaints, I have not been a sufficient length of time in this district to give a decided

opinion. They appear to me, however, to have decreased to a certain point, beyond which

it is scarcely possible they“can fall, as I think there are at present far fewer complaints in

this district than there are amongst the same number of persons in the mother country.

In conclusion, I think I may venture to state to your Excellency, that on the whole the
new system is working far better in this parish than its most ardent friends could have

expected. In this assertion I shall be borne out by several of the most respectable per-

sons in it. I have, Ste.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Geo. 0. Higgins, s. J.
8w. 8m. 8w. St. Catherine.

Mv
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My Lord, St. George’s, 26th March 1836.
IT gives me much pleasure to be able to state that every thin is going on in this district

in a most satisfactory manner. Complaints have continued to ecrease since I last had the
honour of addressing your Lordship on the subject; in fact they have become very rare;
and the few that are made are of a trifling nature.
The apprentices generally work for wages at reasonable rates; on some estates they have

refused to do field work on the Saturday, but they never object to cuttingcanes and keeping
the mill about on that day.
The estates are, generally speaking, in a good state of cultivation, and preparations are

made on a very fair scale for next year’s crop. I do not think that average crops will be
made on account of the reduction of the hours of labour; I should suppose that there
Will be a deficiency of a sixth or seventh. The apprentices work now much better than
they did in a state of slavery, still the loss of time is so great, that no exertion on the part
of the apprentice can quite make up the deficiency of labour. Every one here seems quite

ti d with thin s as the are.sa Sfie g y I I have, Ste.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) W Hewitt, 5. J.
Ste. 8Lc. Sic.

My Lord, Trelawny, gtst March 1836.
AGREEABLE to your Excellency’s circular of the 4th inst., referring me to the 27th ruleof our instructions to report the industry, disposition and behaviour of the negro popula-tion, the treatment they may receive from their masters, owners or managers, I havegreat satisfaction in acquainting your Excellency that on most of the estates in thisdistrict their apprentices are taking off the crop in a satisfactory manner, and appearto be eager to work for hire; there are a few exceptions to this, which I account for, thaton some estates the apprentices are paid higher wages than on others, creating a kind ofjealous feeling amongst them. I should think that if a regular mode of payment on allestates were alike, the work would proceed much better.
As the whole of the mills are about in this district, the overseers on most of the estates

inform me that they are making a fair proportion of sugar in the week; most of the
estates on the commencement have fallen short of their estimate, but, from the very fine
rains which we have had for the last fortnight, they look to make it up on the last part of
the crop. I have not seen any preparation as yet for the next crop, the apprentices being
all employed in taking off the present one.

In respect to the treatment the apprentices receive from their masters, I can assert thattheir masters treat their apprentices with very great kindness, and are as indulgent as anymasters in the known world, and the apprentices appear to feel the beneficial effect of theabolition law and to assert their rights as men.
That complaints are very much decreased since my last report to your Excellency,and from their numbers I should say less than any other part of the world.
The negro grounds, I am sorry to say, are not cultivated as formerly, and provisions are

getting scarce.
I have to state to your Excellency that there are not any schools for the education ofthe negro children in this quarter; during the time Mrs. Vine kept one, several of the a

prentices sent their children to be educated by her; that schools are much wanted ; thepoorer class express a wish to have their children taught to read and write.
I have also to acquaint your Excellency that there are but few runaways from the estates

in this district.

 

I have, Ste.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) C. Hawkins, 8. J.
Etc. 81c. Ste.

My Lord, Charlton, St. Thomas Vale, 30 March 1836.
I PURPOSE in the following communication to furnish your Lordship with the special

report on the state of my district required by rule 27; and first as to the industry of
the apprentices. I certainly have observed an alteration for the better since my last special
report. They appear generally to be convinced of the absolute necessity of labouring. I
draw my conclusions in this respect, not only from the satisfied and favourable expressions
of some managers, but also (and what can be a stronger proof?) from the manifest decrease
and infrequency of complaints for insufficiency of work against gangs during the past
three months, compared with an equal extent of time during the past year since I have
been in oflice. The desire of the apprentices to labour in their own time for money remu-
neration is almost universally now as strong as at one time it was weak, but generally they
appear to prefer so labouring for others than for their masters, although perhaps the same
rateof wages would be offered them; the only reason that can be satisfactorily given for
this is, that in their own time the labour with more willingness and energy than in their
employers’ time; and if they wor 'ed at home they know this must be observed, and that
consequently as much exertion would be expected from them while labouring for their
master; but by giving their services elsewhere they cannot be so easily observed upon. On
all estates (except two) within my district in St. Thomas Vale, the apprentices have entered

166. into
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JAMAICA. into arrangements to bestow a certain portion of their time weekly to labour during the

—’——~ crop for money, and on those two, although no agreement has been ofiicxally ratified by

me, yet by private understanding they also labour for money. The estates in my district

in St.John’s are strong—handed, and they only require extra labour in the boiling houses,

8tc., which is willingly devoted. But what I have above stated, though certainly an im-

provement which can and will be increased under kind and judiCIous culture, yet I am by

no means satisfied with the industry and eneral disposition of the apprentices to labour

in their owners’ time; every little pretext or avoiding or declining their duty is endeavoured

to be made available, and the conviction on their minds of the certainty of punishment for

ne lect of labour is necessary to be kept up. .

y weekly reports for the last three months Will corroborate the assertion, that offences

and complaints are not on the increase; formerly I used to fill up two sheets or nearly

four sides, but for some time past one sheet or We sides, or generally one side and a half,

have sufficed to note the proceedings of a week. Offences are generally of the following

nature,—-—late in commencing work; partial or total absences from labour for a day or

greater extent of time; pertness or insolence; and neglect of duty as watchmen, cattle-

minders, Ste. 8w. ; but complaints of this last description have not been of late of frequent

occurrence; but 1 am bound to say that if the special magistrates had power to adjudicate

cases of petit thefts, which are purely so,nnd unmixed with “ trespass,” that a good many

complaintsof that description would be preferred which now are paesed over, rather than

the expense and inconvenience of a prosecution at the quarter sessxons or the superior

courts should be encountered, which is certainly a species of indemnity for the perpetration

of theseminor offences which cannot but have a pernicious result. ‘

I feel pleasure in confirming my previous reports of the general kind and considerate

department of the masters, managers and others towards the apprentices, shown by the

mild and forbearing manner in which they even speak to them, an anxious desire to arrange

even more than trifling complaints amicably, often requesting the magistrate simply to

lecture, and evincing regret and commiseration when it becomes‘necessary seriously to

punish.
Such, my Lord, is the philanthropy of the greatest number of_managers; would that I

could say so of every individual ! but there are one to two who still retain a too great pro-

portion of the leaven of the olden times before 18!: August 1834. In the first case, although

the apprentices do not duly appreciate the kindness _shown them,_yet a mutual good and

friendly feeling and understanding exist, the apprentice can and :5 brought to be more

tractable; while on the other hand an irritable discontent and unfriendly disposition cannot

but exist, and will continue until a change for the better take Flace. A new era having

opened upon them, the apprentices feel themselves possessed o the rights and privileges

of free men, and with that consciousness they assume a natural independence of manner,

speech and conduct, which is widely different from their previous slavish fear and dread

and subjection; this, though consistent with due subordination and proper conduct, yet

gives great offence to those who pertinaciously are of the old school, and the magistrate

who does not see with their eyes and act with their judgment, is not a good or just admi—

nistrator of the law.
The better sort and well disposed of the apprentices cultivate their grounds, and are as

well off for provisions as previous to the commencement’ of the apprenticeship ; they are

not restricted as to extent of land to cultivate; they, however, appear to have a thought

to the time after August 1840, by making their houses comfortable and extending the

cultivation of good gardens around their houses, and partially neglecting the cultivation

'of their more distant provision mountain land, and it is the interest of proprietors, in my

opinion, to encourage this disposition on their part, as, after the termination of the appren

tlceship, thelabourers having comfortable houses and gardens would be more ready to enter

into terms to continue in the service of their previous employers.

Some of the apprentices, who,though of an honest and industrious turn of mind, have

a disinclination to cultivate grounds for their own use, preferring to have good gardens,

and to hire themselves out for money; others again are of worthless and abandoned

characters and dispositions, perfect black sheep, who never could, or never will, be got to

keep a garden in cultivation, although the master, with the authority of the law, should

repeatedly put a ground in cultivation for them, and who therefore should be paupers to

their respective estates during the apprenticeship, giving up their whole time to the prev

perty, and to be daily fed at the expense of the property; these last description of persons

make out a livelihood principally by committing depredations on their master’s provision,

cane and corn fields, on the grounds of their more industrious fellow apprentices, and relying

on nature’s spontaneous productions of fruit of every description, which indeed in the

proper seasons are extremely abundant in this country.
The state of labour may in general be said to be pretty much on the average of last

year, on some properties more forward, on a few less so; the pastures and feeding ground?-

however have been much neglected.-
The picspect of the crop that is now being taken off is not said to be so great as was

first antieipated previous to the commencement thereof, but the true result cannot be ascer-

tained until after crop; the generality of properties will make fair average crops; some

will exceed last year’s, but others certainly will fall off, but these I remark are very indifferent

properties, badly managed for two or three years by managers other than the presentones,

(such as putting in canes without manure, Ste.) badness of soil, weak handed, a contracted

cultivation, reduced time of labour, Ste. 8tc., and no doubt assisted by the insufficiency}
, o
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of duty performed in the legal number of hours by the apprentices; all the estates in my
beat have this year, more or less, extended their cultivation of the cane. Jobbing has
been in great demand, and, as a natural consequence, a great price per acre demanded.
With favourable seasons and the steady working of the system, which latter can be greatly
ensured by kind, conciliatory and judicious measures, next year’s crops may reasonably be
expected to be greatly increased.
Among the beneficial results produced by the new system of things, I am assured, is the

disappearance of the habit or disease of dirt eating in this quarter.
The necessity of schools to instruct the free children of the negroes and others becomes

every day more apparent. The parents will not allow their children to be employed on
the properties, or even instructed,although in many instances the overseers and others have
been anxious to employ and instruct them. In consequence the children are exposed to
idleness, ignorance, and all other concomitant evils. The schools and the other measures
adopted for the instruction of the negro population are not sufficient to stem the growing
evils. I respectfully submit there should be a greater number of places for the instruction
of the children and others of the labouring classes gratuitously, and a compulsory power
existing somewhere to enforce the attendance of the children.

I have, 8w.
To the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Harris, 5. J.

Stc. 8m. 8w.
 

Lower Lucky Valley, Port Royal,
My Lord, 29 March 1836.

IN obedience to the instructions contained in Mr.Secretary Nunes’ circular of the
4th instant, I beg leave most respectfully to state, for your Lordship’s information, that I
have visited every property in my district, 28 in number, and have made the most minute
inquiry relative to the state of the grounds of apprentices, and have been crediblyinformed
by the managers and constables, that they are in a high state of cultivation, and abundance
of provisions; and With a view of arriving at the truth, I have gone over a few of the
grounds and found them in a most flourishing state.
The apprentices in the upper part of this district readily agree to work for wages at 1 3. 8d.

per day, but on some properties in the lower part they appropriate the whole of their time
in working their grounds, they are nor however pressed to work for wages. Many properties
are getting ofl’ their crop without extra labour, and, from the information afforded me by
the managers, the crop at this period of the year is equally as forward, if not more so,
as last year, but not on the average of former years. I cannot possibly form any idea as
to the probable crop, the managers themselves are uncertain; on most properties in the
lower part of this district they are preparing their fields for next year’s crop. It would
appear that in the lower part the crops are more favourable, the coffee trees are nearly all
stripped and commenced blossoming; the upper district is quite the reverse, never having
finished picking until about the month ofJuly or August; much difference prevails as to
the upper and lOWer districts, chiefly owing to the climate.

I am happy to state that this district is particularly tranquil and orderly. The appren-
tices are industrious, cheerful and obedient wherever a proper system of management is
observed. Complaints are considerably on the decrease, and offences, such as do occur,
are of a less glaring description, chiefly for loss of time in turning out to field labour in
the morning, women particularly, for insolence to constables, and a few cases for defi-
ciency of field labour and for neglect of duty, and indolence on the part of watchmen.

I have no hesitation in stating, that a good feeling exists between the managers and
apprentices generally, and that the system is working as well as possibly can be
expected.

Complaints of apprentices against their managers are of a rare occurrence, indeed com-
plaints on either side are evidently decreased rather than increased.

 

. . I have 8w.
T tl M f 81 ’
o te &c?§hllssfc. tgo, (signed) C. Hamilton, s. J.

My, Lord, . Tannahy, Clarendon, March 30, 1836.

THE period having arrived that I am again called on by your Lordship for a special
report of the general state of the .district under my superintendence, both as regards the
cultivation and prospects of the estates, as well as the disposition and behaviour of the two
classes with whose interests I am so immediately connected, I have the honour to inform
your Lordship, that it appears the crop is not so advanced as is usual at this season of the
year; this is, however, attributable to the wet and unfavourable weather we have expe-
rienced, which considerably retards the manufacture, and in many instances stops the mill
altogether. The time, however, has not been thrown away by such casualties, advantage
has been taken on such occasions to plant and clean the young canes, so that the time now
lost will be amply repaid hereafter.
The state of the cane fields, consequently, in most instances, is flourishing. From all I

can hear, there will be an average crop; that is to say, that the returns will be as great as
in corresponding time formerly.

l 66. A Except:
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Except in one or two instances, I believe the disposition of those in charge of estates to

be kind and liberal.
On the other hand, I must bear witness to the good conduct, and mild, tractable dis-

position of the apprentices generally. 11; is true they are indolent when employed for their

masters; but when I see their flourishing grounds, and the readiness With which they are

working for wages, I am confirmed in the hope that they will become an industrious popu-

lation hereafter.
Punishment has decreased since my arrival last year; in fact, except for insufficiency of

labour, there are few or no complaints against those who may be termed the good people.

Absence, petty thefts and ill-treating stock are the prevalent crimes committed by the ill-

disposed, who I am fearful will continue to fill the far greater proportion of my future

weekly reports.

 

I have, 8Lc.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) John. Gurley, 5. J.
80. 8w. 8L0.

My Lord, Manchester, 30 March 1836.

IN obedience to Mr. Secretary Nunes’ circular of the 4th instant, calling for the report

required to be made to your Excellency by the 27th rule of my instructions, I have the

honour to subjoin the following remarks as the result of the inquiries and observations I

have been enabled to make during the short period that has elapsed since my appointment

to the district to which they are applicable.
If the fact. that the apprentices have every disposition to labour in their own time for

hire; that the articular inquiries I have made prove this to be the case; that I have often

seen them in their own time employed by their masters and others in cutting down and

clearing woodland; and that on all the properties in my district, with two or three excep-

tions, their grounds are in as good a state of cultivation, in many instances better, than

before the tst of August 1834; if these facts prove industry, then are the apprentices

industrious.
The complaints generally made by the managers and others in charge of properties is

for turning out late, and those have latterly decreased.
Speaking generally of the apprentices, [decidedly consider that more can be done by

mild and conciliatory management than by the strongest coercive measures it is possible to

have recourse to; and I have invariably found, that when a mild system of management is

adopted and pursued, the improvement of the apprentices and the better prosecution of the
duties to be very evident.
The cultivation is a little more backward than it was at this time last year, which is to be

attributed to more than double the crop being made this year, and in a great measure to the

heavy rain we have had, which was of course unfavourable to the drying, &c. of the cofl'ee.
There are a number of properties in the most mountainous part of my district quite

worn out, and the managers state it to be impossible that the cultivation of coffee can be
continued on such ; but altogether the information I have received enables me to state that

the cultivation of properties, or a majority of them, is as forward as, on an average, they
have been for a number of years; and that, with a very few exceptions, when the reverse
is _the case, the circumstance is not to be attributed to the indisposition of the apprentice
to labour, or the efl'ects‘ of the new system.

Nothing can be more gratifying to my feelings than to have to mention to your Lord-

ship a circumstance, which shows that the negro appreciates the advantages of education

more than he is generally supposed to do. A piece of land at Adam’s Valley has been

given to the Moravians for the purpose of having a school-house built for the education of

the negroes: to this place do the apprentices all round the neighbouring country repair in

their own time to labour voluntarily, and without desiring any remuneration. I have been

informed, that on one Saturday about a. hundred were engaged in preparing timbers,

shingles, 8m. &c., and in clearing the ground, and that the value of the labour already pet-
formed exceeds 1001., without estimating materials.
The only pleasure or benefit they wish to derive from working in this manner is that of

having their children educated.
A number of schools have lately been opened in the parish, and I have very often the

satisfaction, while going my rounds in the country; of meeting numbers of free children
neatly dressed proceeding to or returning from school.

 

. _ I have, &c.

The 3:111:58? Shgo, (signed) J. W. Grant, 5. 1,

My Lord, Aberdeen Pen, Trelawny, 30th March 1836.

NOT the dread of being turned out at 9 o’clock, P. M., or rather of not being admitted

for giving my candid opinion, shall cause me to swerve from that duty which I owe your

Excellency’s unwearied attention for the good of this island, as well as the duty I owe to

His Majesty’s Government, in iving to them a full report, such as may assist the real well-
wishers of the island in noble gesigns of general improvement. Th

at
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That the apprenticeship system has disappointed every one, even the most sanguine, in
its well—working, is an incontrovertible fact, as well as that many things are stiil wanted to
complete a Work so ably begun under your Lordship’s government. »

I Would therefore beg leave to call to your Lordship’s notice the fact, that no one instance
has come to my knowledge of the parents of children under the age of six, or those com—
ing under the 18th ciause of the Abolition Act, having ever complied with the spirit and
meaning of that clause, nor do I think that the parents will do so, so long as the period of
apprenticeship extends beyond the year 1838 or 1840, as the case may be, and until such
laws are enacted as may compel them to do so.
My calculation of the falling ofi‘is from 15 to 16,000 hogsheads ofrsugar, but this must

not be attributed to any one cause, but, in my humble opinion, toa great variety of causes;
viz. the loss of labour forfeited by law to abolish the Sunday markets; the loss of labour
by commitments to the workhouses, penal gangs, &c. 8%., instead of the more summary
punishments by flogging; the loss by deaths, and not supplied by the young people; these,
with the very general arrowing of the canes, are, in my opinion, the sole cause of the falling
off; but the increase of price in the produce is such as to more than fully compensate for
these losses.

Another point to which Iwould call your Lordship’s attention, namely, that there has
not been a regular account kept of the class of praedial and non-praedial, and which, if not
very soon inquired into, may cause very considerable uneasiness in the mind of the former
when the latter comes to receive that blessing which the law confers upon him; for I think
very many will be found of the priedials who have for some considerable time acted as
non—prsedial, and these again sent to be praedials, and the case vice versé.

Regarding the decrease of crime, it is too clear to be even doubted.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have: 3‘“-
&°- 850° 330- (signed) G. D. Gregg, s. J.

My Lord, Crank River, Great House, 30 March 1836.
IN obedience to your Lordship’s circular of the 4th March, I beg leave to offer the

following remarks’respecting the state of my districts.
In the first place, I have visited all the estates and have made particular inquiry, both

from the overseers and the constables, concerning the state of the provision grounds, and
have in every instance found provisions to be most plentiful.

It being so short a time since I commenced the duties of special justice, I am unable to
ive your Lordship any idea whether offences have increased or diminished ; but from the

few complaints brought before me, I should certainly say they were on the decrease. The
estates are as far forward in their crops as they were at this time last year, notwithstanding
the very wet weather in the months of January and February.
An excellent feeling exists here between master and apprentice; and I will be hold to

say, that in no part of the island is the new system better understood or more appreciated
than by the apprentices in the upper district of Clarendon.
The religious instruction of the labouring population has, I am sorry to say, heretofore

been very much neglected. Arthur’s Seat, a thrown-np sugar work, is however about to
be fitted up as a place of worship; but unless this example is followed up, it will be a long
time before religion is equally distributed over this extensive and populous parish.

I have, Sic.

The lgzrtgzués gg'Sllgo, (signed) Geo. Gordon, jam, 5. J.

My Lord, Lequeanea, 30 March 1836.
IN the quarterly report which I had the honour to submit last to your Excellency, I

stated that the consent or refusal of the apprentice to work for hire should not be assumed
as a criterion of either industry during his master’s time, or indolence during his own, as
his decision on this point would generally be regulated by his interest. This opinion has
been confirmed b subsequent observation.
Low wages anrfa ready market for the produce of his own garden at first induced the

apprentice to labour almost exclusively for himself. An overstocked market consequent
on this, and higher wages resulting from the increased price of jobbing, have latterly dis-
posed him to work readily for his master.
Any instance of a fair rate of hire having been offered and- refused is commonly to be

traced to the existence of a bad feeling between the manager and apprentice, as I have
seen the negroes of an estate obstinately refuse to give a moment of their time for any
cgnsideration, and yet, on achange of overseers, most cheerfully comply with the terms
0 ered.

This observation I have found applicable to the general conduct of the apprentices; for
their ofl'ences me not so often ascribable to inherent vice as to a desire to retaliate on the
manager some supposed or real grievance for which he could not be made legally
responsible.

t06. I have
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I have, however, observed a gradual change for the better in the general system of manage.
ment, and I have little doubt that time and experience will show the policy of endeavouring
to lend where it is no longer possib to drive.

It is incontrovertible, that the jcomparative working of the system depends entirely on
the tact and discretion of the whites. I have never known a good overseer dissatisfied
with the result, where the law has been impartially administered ; and I have never known
a bad one satisfied with it under any circumstances.
An impression had been once propagated amon st the apprentices that they would per-

petuate their own servitude by working for hire. T is has been, I believe, entirely removed,
and chiefly by their own discernment. Were the ministers of the gospel (for whom the
apprentices entertain generally a superstitious devotion) to take more pains to inculcate a
strict obedience to the laws, and to remove the erroneous impressions from which arise
these occasional symptoms of mistaken distrust, the duties of a magistrate would be con-
fined lo the notice of such ofl'ences as must be inseparable from every state of society, and
seldom found in so mitigated a form as in this; but the apprentices are not unfrequently
taught that their temporal are incompatible with their spiritual duties, and they suffer what
they conceive to be a sort of martyrdom to these principles, should their misguided igno-
rance expose them to thejust operation of the laws.
The crop of this will be much greater than that of last year, and although it may not be

got ofl‘ in the same space of time (owing to the cessation of night work), I do not antici-
pate any delay which will he ultimately injurious to the interests of the proprietor.

Petty thefts and insufiicient Work are at present the chief offences. Where, however,
task-work has been adopted (and I wish it could be universally so), I find few complaints.-
The managers are satisfied, and the apprentices at liberty by one or two o’clock; this
clearly'proves the advantage of a moral over a physical incentive to labour.
The attention of the apprentices to their grounds is shown by the state of the provision

market and their rowing disposition to work for hire. It is therefore a question of some
moment whether t e cultivation of provisions beyond what is requisite for the bare subsist-
ence of the apprentice may not counteract the very results which it was expected to pro-
duce, and with this advantage, that effects are always more permanent when they arise
from natural insteadof forced causes.

 

I have, Ste.
The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) A. G. Fgfe, 3. J.

8w. Ste. 8w.

My Lord, Dover House, St. George, 31 March 1836.
SINCE Ireceived the circular letter of the 4th instant, I have made particular inquiries

through my district upon the various subjects pointed out by the 27th rule of the instruc-
tions to special justices, and I have the honour to lay the following statement before your
Excellency :——-
When Icommenced duty, complaints against tradesmen and field labourers for perform-

ing an insufficient quantity of work were very numerous; within the last six months they
have become less frequent, and since the commencement of the present quarter only a few
cases of this nature have been brought before me. Charges against apprentices for
running away, and for absence from work on pretence of illness, are occasionally brought
forward ; but neglect of duty on the part of watchmen and cattlemen, in consequence of
which much inj ury is done to cane fields, is more constantly complained of than any other
description of offence.
The good feeling between masters and apprentices, of which I made particular mention

in my last two reports, continues uninterrupted and undiminished. I therefore deem it
unnesessary to enter further into the subject at present than to confirm what I then
state .

Since [forwarded a detailed report, dated 1st instant, upon the state of the negro
grounds, nothing has occurred to render it requisite for me to add any thing thereto, except
that the apprentices upon Grey’s—inn estate came in a body to the overseer, and requested
him to give them permission to establish their grounds in a articular part of the estate,
near their own houses, and very well adapted for the purpose. he request was immediately
complied with, and, in addition, a Friday was given without solicitation, that the people
might clear the ground and plant their provisions in good season.

_ With reference to the labour usual for this period of the year, I am informed upon some
few estates that it is quite as forward as usual, on others that it is not as much so as it was
in March 1835, on the greatest number that it exceeds what it was at this time last year,
and nearly all declare that it is not an average of former years. Some managers kee up
the same quantity of land in canes as they usually did, a few have contracted their fiel for
the sake of keeping up a good state of cultivation, and others, with the occasional assist-
ance of hired labour, have greatly extended their field without falling behind in cultivation.
Any estimate made now would not be entitled to much attention; but it ma not be
improper to state that appearances justify the expectation that the return of t is year's
crop will exceed that of the year just now expired. Upon comparing the estimate which
I forwarded to your Excellency last October of the quantity of sugar which planters
expected to make with what they now tell me they have made, I perceive a difference of
about 40 hogsheads only upon an estimate of more than 2,000. This exhibits in a

favourable
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favourable light the candour of the planters of my district, and the correctness of the
information with which I must acknowledge they always appeared willing to furnish me
when Iapplied to them.

Undoubtedly the apprentices all through my district are more industrious now than they
were twelvemonths since, and more obedient to the law; I am aware that masters and
managers are well satisfied with their general conduct and working. That no apprehension
is entertained of a falling off in this respect seems evident from the fact that in all estimates
for ensuing crops it appears to be assumed, as a matter which neither admits nor suggests
a doubt, that the geople will continue to labour during their apprenticeship as steadily and
regularly as they ave done these last six months.

I think it my duty in making the general report of the state of iny district, although
the subject is not srecifically alluded to in the instructions, to call your Excellency’s
attention to the tota idleness in which the free children are growing up. I am not aware
of a single instance of any one individual of this class doing any thing for the good
of themselves or their families. The establishment of well-regulated schools in central
Situations is much to be desired, as they Would aflord a beneficial means of employing
the» time of these children, and thus of preventing them from acquiring a habit of
idleness. In my district, containing a population of more than 4,300 apprenticed labourers,
there is at present but one day school, and in it there are only 12 scholars.

M , f Sl' I have, &c.

The 33.3%: gcc. tgo, (signed) E. Fiskboume, s. J.

My Lord, Montego Bay, 29 March 1836.
IN obedience to your Excellency’s circular letter of 4th March, I beg leave to ofi'er

the following report :—
In my district the apprentices in general are industrious and well-behaved. U on two

or three estates some discontent has been occasioned by the managers withholizling the
customary allowances of salt provisions during the holidays, and changing the hours of
labour from the nine hours’ system to the eight hours per day, thereby depriving the
apprentices of the half Fridays during crop. But the people are now becoming more
reconciled to the alteration.

During the last six months there has been little alteration upon the number of complaints,
but the offences are not now of that aggravated nature which usually occurred upon the
first appointment of the special magistrates. In the town of Montego Bay the principal
complaints arise from the non—payment of wages, and in the country the most common
offences are those of being late in turning out to work, and occasional absence upon the
part of individuals. _

I have much pleasure in stating that the labour upon almost every estate in my district
is at present in a greatly more advanced state than it was at the same time last year;
and the preparations for the ensuing crop are upon a more extensive scale than they have
been for the last two years.

' The provision grounds of the apprentices are enerally in good order, and more atten-
tion has recently been given to them than former y. Provisions are abundant; but upon
some properties near town the apprentices are allowed to cut and sell grass and wood, upon
the proceeds oi'which they depend for the purchase of food.

In most cases the managers act with kindness to those under their care; though there
are occasionally instances of strictness and severity which create discontent upon the part
of the apprentices, and an unwillingness to work cheerfully.

 

. _ I have, &c.

The Egry: (gfhgo, (signed) Walter Finlayson, s. I.

My Lord, Montego Bay, St. James, 29 March 1836.
I HAVE much pleasure in communicating to your Lordship the improved condition of

the estates in this district when compared (from all accounts) to what they were the two
preceding years, and that although the mills were not put about as early this season as they
were the last, the crop progresses rapidly, and ts altogether more forward at this period of
the year than usual; but whether there will eventually be an improved or diminished crop
is yet to be ascertained. It is the general opinion, however, among the experienced
planters that the fields were not, owing to a variety of Circumstances, last year either
properly cleaned or supplied, and the season .allqwed to pass before the usual fall plants
could be put in; taking this for granted, 1 thmk It ought rather to be a matter of surprise
than disappointment if the present crop yield any thing In proportion to the last; however,
there is no doubt, calculating on the unusual quantity of plant canes put in this season,
the labour bestowed on them and their general healthy appearance, that the ensuing crop
will at all events be much more productive than the present, and likely to yield a fair
average return.

:66. 1t
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JAMAICA. It is gratifying to report at the same time_ the improved condition of the ginger settle;
‘-——~ ments, both as regards the quantity and quality of their produce, and I am confident your

Lordship will be pleased to learn that on some properties an average crop has already been
made, and that, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, others are by far
more advanced than could have been anticipated. .

It will hardly be disputed that the good or bati feeling of the master or manager towards
the apprentices will, in a considerable measure, Influence a corresponding feeling on the
part of the apprentice ; wherever therefore that happy and much to be Wished for reelprocal
good feeling is to be found, the conduct, Ihdustry, .attachment and comfort of the people
may be perceived in a moment, and complaints on either Slde seldom to be met With; but,-
on the other hand, where the want of consideration for the feelings of the people, and of
the women in particular, b the too frequent application to them of language the 'most
disgusting that passion cou d suggest, or the want of common _decency dictate, wrll at
once he observed a sullenness of temper, iusolence, recrimmatton, desertion and other
manifestations of discontent, the indubltable consequence restllting from ill-mauagement.
On this subject there can be but one opinion, and as, on a iormer occasion, I had the
honour to remark, so I shall on this take the liberty to repeet, that wherever they have been
well treated they have in general been well behaved, Working cheerfully In their own time
for ay wherever they can procure the highest wages.

VBith respect to complaints, such, for instance, as petty thefts, loss of labour by the
pickauiny mothers, and turning out too late to work, comprise the general nature of
offences charged against the apprentices; whilst they complain of the overseers and book-
keepers “picking their mouth,” curse them,_“ vulgar eurse," confine and assault them
as they say, without provocation, and then With all the Indifference and consequence ima-
giuable bid them go to the magistrates for redress. However, I am happyto stay,‘ that of
late complaints have considerably decreased, and that a much better feeling IS likely to
prevail in anticipation of the future and forgetfulness of the past. . .

I gathered from the head people and overseers all the Information I could respecting
the ne ro grounds; they concur in the opinion I had reviously formed (from the sura
prising eavy loads [observed them carrying to market of every description of provrslons),
that the cultivation of their grounds must be well attended to.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8w'
&c. &c. 814:. (signed) R. B. Facey, s. .1.

My Lord, Kingston, 30 March 1836.
THE period having arrived when, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, it becomes

my duty to transmit to your Lordship a report of the working of the apprenticeship system
in my district, I am happy to be able to express to your Lordship the heartfelt satisfaction
which I derive from contemplating the period over which my diaries extend, a period in
which the information I have obtained of the successful working of the system remains
consistent with the former statements which I have had the honour to communicate to‘
your Lordship.
No pleasure can be so unmixed, no feeling more mellowing, than that which is derivable

from the contemplationof a people released from the rigour of a baneful servitude, and
standing forward on the high road of civilization, summoned by the Calls of Christianity
and civil liberty to the achievement of the supreme gifts of freedom, and thereby to be
invested with a degree of moral and social importance.

Such a survey in the repose of imagination would be gracious to every well-constituted‘
mind, but when it can be witnessed personally, with as much ease as if it had been depicted
mentally, we are enabled to leave the field of imagination, and descend to a tangible point,
from which we can direct the eye of calm observation to its practical operation on the
ha piness of man.

it considering the progress of the new system, rendered peculiarly interesting from the
prevalence of false notions respecting it, the first point to which I must have recourseis that
gracious aspect of order and subordination which prevails among the ap rentices. They
seem to possess an instinct of order, which in other countries has resu ted from ages of
legal government.

. Having established, as far as my contingent of information can establish, the desirable'
fact of order and subordination, the next point arising out of the inquiry which your
Lordship directed me to make is, whether offences have increased or decreased ; and am happy
to be able to inform your Lordship that they have decreased, not Only proportiouably but
rapidly.
The industry of the apprentices continues steadily.
In reference to the good feeling between master and apprentice, it is undeniably true

that the industry of the apprentices, the encouragement which is given to regular habits of
life, are directly influenced by the mode in which the affairs of estates are administered.

Planters are ready to acknowledge that, amidst the great diversity of human character
and sentiment to be found among their order, those estates which have been badly
managed under slavery, retain in a sensible degree the adverse circumstances by which
they were formerly surrounded.

I have
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I have not many opportunities of ascertaining the demeanor between master and
apprentice, except when I am officially engaged, and then I have never witnessed any
circumstance that could warrant me in charging the latter with a want of respect, or the
former with obtrusive harshness. 0n the whole, I may safely say that the managers in my
district appear to employ their influence with discretion.
There are two estates more forward this year in their labour than they were last year,

but as the comparative advance of labour must be estimated by reference to the pecu-
liarities of local situations, the state of the weather, and the combination of other circum-
stances, any report that I might make to your Lordship at thisjuncture would not only be
necessarily limited and uncertain, but would stand in jeopardy of positive error.

I must not omit to mention to your Lordship that the provision grounds are generally
well cultivated.

I am happy to inform your Lordship that Christian civilization is beginning to flow
around my district, proving how truly the habits of a people depend more on morals than
on laws.
That unfortunate indulgence of sexual vices, once so active and visible, is quailing before

the light of Christianity, and marriage is rapidly improving the habits of the apprentices.
It has given birth to increased motives to industry, and will exercise a happy influence on
the ulterior progress of the system. The ties created by marriage add a great deal to their
character, and detract nothing from the ease of their circumstances.

The Marquis of Sligo, I ha", 850-

Ste. 8m. 8m. (signed) D. Ewart, S.J.

Brook Lodge, Saint David’s,
My Lord, 30th March 1836.

I HAVE the honour, in accordance with your Excellency’s desire, to make the following
special report of my district :-——

I consider that the apprentices are in general attentive and industrious, offences are
decreasing, they consist chiefly in stealing produce, turning out late to work, and of other
faults of a more trivia] nature ; stealing produce from their masters is not considered by
the negroes to be a crime of any great enormity. Where the managers are industrious,
steady, sensible men, very good feelings prevai! between them and those under their charge;
where the overseers are of a contrary description, dissatisfaction and consequent complaint
arise on both sides; the negroes, notwithstanding the restraint they have been and are
still under, are peculiarly susceptible of reproach. The grounds of the apprentices are
good, well attended to, and abundantly stocked w1th provisrons of various kinds: on pro-
perties where they get the alternate Friday, much comfort and contentment is the result;
where the eight hours a day system is carried on, the four and a half hours a week intended
for the benefit of the apprentices is of no use whatever. The people conduct themselves
in their own time with great propriety; their dress, appearance and demeanor on the
Sahbath-day is characteristic and pleasing to observe, as they proceed in groups to and
from some place of divine worship; the decorum observed on those occasions, considering
the limited means of information within their reach, is highly creditable to them. Com-
plaints against or from the apprentices have considerably fallen off, and under good manage-
ment now seldom occur. I consider that the cultivation of the district is as forward as it has.
been at this period last year. Albion estate will realize the expected increase of fifty
hogsheads of sugar this year, and Norris’s, thirty; the overseer of the former property
caleulates on a still further increase of thirty hogsheads next year.

" I .The Marquis of Sligo, have, 8w .
8w. 8w. 8Lc. (signed) Path Dunne, s. J.

Retirement, Great House, St. Ann,
My Lord, ' 28th March 1836.

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Excellency’s circular, I have the
honour to transmit my periodical summary. 1. . .
And first it may not be irrelevant to state, that the opinion I formerly submitted to your

Lordship of the negro character has been fully confirtnetl by twelve months’ subsequent
experience. I still recognize the same docrllty and obedience to the laws which distru-
guished them then, combined at present with a moral advance which_developes Itself m
a proper sense of the degradation that crime anti punishment carry with. it; formerly I could
only discover that the dread of corporal anguish prevented an Infraction of the laws ; at
present, pride, shame and character have thelr'znfiuenee, and the result is an nnperalleled
diminution of oflences. They have now acquired a full knowledge of the abolition law,
and I think they are not only conscious, but grateful tor Its .protectlon. As regards the
extent of their grounds, abundance of provisions, superfluiues m dress, the possessron
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0? horses, igs and 'poultry, they are in advance of an peasantry I have ever known.
Nor does t ere assemble on the Sabbath at any village c arch in England a congregation
more decomus in conduct, or more decent in appearance,- than those who erowd to hear
divine 'serviceat Aboukir. Crime is rarely known amongst them. Petty thefts, absence
and neglect of duty still constitute the catalogue of their offences. The pbvnous imper.

faction in their character is a disregard of truth, a want of perseverance m a steady line
oi’i'ndustry; hence active exertions will often relapse into positive indolence, whilst cheer-
fulness and energy is not unfrequently succeeded by aullenness and apathy, Without any
traceable cause or visible provocation. Nevertheless, there has been no Instance 9f their
refusing to work for wages in their own time; indeed their love of money has gained so
entire an ascendancy over their love of ease that they will seek employment even at a great
distance from their homes. A great portion of the coffee crop from this district has already
reached the wharfs, the rest is progressing, whilst field work is in full operation ; and were
it not for the severe blight of July, which spared neither tree or berry, the crop in these
mountains wOuld have greatly exceeded an average one; howeyer, asmany of the properties
escaped this visitation, the total shipped will bear a comparison With the three preceding
years, although individual failures have and must always occur. As coffee is thestaple oi
this district, I give it more space than the all—important sugar. The canes are looking clean
and healthy; the cultivation may be, and is, I believe, curtailed, from causes already
explained and well understood. Upon two of the most important estates, where 15 and 16
hogsheads was the average weekly, 14 and 14% is now manufactured; at Boroughbridge
12 acres of lants have just yielded 36 hogsheads, and on this and the other Properties, good
crops will e made. Mr. Shelly, of Ballantoy, a gentleman whose zeal. for hlS employer
cannot be surpassed, and whose talent and experience as a planter lsumversally acknow-
ledged, although deprecating the loss which the estate has sustained as regards the
reduction of working hours, admits that the system is working to exceed his most sanguine
expectations. . ‘ . _ _ _
As no instance of cruelty or oppression has come to my knowledge, it would be mvrdtous

to attri'bute'oppos'ite qualities to particular individ uals; in truth, many of thehianagers and
all the proprietors give daily evidence of kindness and good-will towards their dependents;
'and it is worthy of remark, that on those properties where there has been a total absence of
punishment, that the best crops have been made; to place this fact beyond theory or
contradiction, I beg to instance Gomersai, Caledonia and Endeavour; Indeed,although the
coffee crop has been remarkably heavy on some of these estates, and the work proportionably
laborious, yet the whole has been got off without corporal punishment. These facts are
well worthy the serious consideration of the absentee proprietors, amongst whom are my
oldest, best and dearest friends; it behoves them to glance beyond the year 1840, and to
insist on such a state of management as will ensure an influx of free labour after that
eriod; the present is the only consideration, and I might add the only duty of the overseer;

he is often removed, and the ordeal of his usefulness, or the criterion of his abilities, is a
large or small crop; but on his mode of attaining this object, whether persuasive or
arbitrary, hinges the lasting prosperity of their possessions. Some properties may be
depopulated by bitter recollecticns,others inundated from kindly associations. The resident
preprie‘tors are obviously speculating beyond the present, and they will reap a plentiful
harvest possibly in the midst of famine. I again repeat, that cruelty is extinct in this
district, and I believe, except in isolated instances, all over the island ; but there are minor
shades, arising from the temper or temperament of the overseer, which can render the
people happy and obedient, or suiky and discontented. Where a fortunate union of firmness
and kindness exists in the manager, the magistrate is seldom called upon to interfere; but
where there is an absence of these qualities, appeals to him are perpetual. Let not the
absentee be‘ satisfied with good crops, at present bolstered by a reliance on immigration
hereafter; in this district immigration has positively and absolutely failed, nor can it ever
compete with the usefulness of a native peasantry in the tropics. My Lord, on the present
scale I deprecate immigration, first, because this phantom of a resource may prevent
gentlemen in management from cultivating a good understanding with the natives;
secondly, because it acts injuriousiy on the aborigines; and lastly, because I have seen
it fail. But if a redundant strength was thrown into the interior so as not only to cultivate
ou'r wastes, but also to create a home consumption for native produce, thereby encouraging
our breed of oxen, enlarging our pens, and planting the germ of a resource which would
in time compete with England or America by supplying the foreign markets with beef, not
inferior to any in the world, then the objection must cease; but the present chandler-shop
system can only produce discontent to the imported, dislike to the native, and disappoint-
mem to the speculator. In my humble opinion, our population is sufficient for present
cultivationr The annexed table, which I beg to submit, proves that numerical strength does
not produce commensurate results, the examples are neither culled nor rejected, but taken
niphnbe‘tically as they stand on my list; the two first are only separated by a wall, and
I understand from good authority that their relative positions, as regards returns, have been
pretty similar to the present. .

I have already called your Excellency’s attention to the necessity of making some alterat-
tion in the present'law of'valuing apprentices, and stated my opinion that an ascending and
descending scale would be more equitable, as the present operates as a bonus on bad
conduct. The healthy athletic negro destitute of character can cheaply purchase his
discharge; whilst the useful, honest apprentice desirous of manumission is valued so high as
.10 tender the privilege nugalory.

I should
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I should also respectfully recommend the adoption of that clause in the “ Act. to aid andamend,” which gave the special justice the power of confining offenders at night and atshell-hlow; it was a humane substitute for corporal punishment, 3 just atonement forhabitual desertiou ; it saved the youthful delinquent the contamination of a prison and herpropinquity to all that is vile.
My other printed suggestions to “protect property and prevent night riding more bprevention than punishment,” is already before your Lordship, and, I am happy to add, willreceive the sanction of the Island Legislature.
1 fear your Excellency Will be dissatisfied with the length and probably unimportance ofthis communication, and in did not feel oppressed with my responsibilitv to God and man,a more briel'resumé should have been substituted, but viewing tny's'elt"in the light of anhumble operative appointed by His Majesty’s Government to watch the progress of one ofthe most stupendous experiments ever put in motion by the philanthropy of man, I feel itnot only to be my bounden duty to check, propel or lubricate its movements, but toacquaint the executive with any minute portion of its construction which may have becomeinapplicable to its present progress, or inoperative from existing circumstances.

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 8w.

 

8Lc. Ste. 86c. (signed) T. A. Dillon, 3. J.
—._______

TABLE of STRENGTH, MANAGEuEN'r and RESULTS.

Number
Name of Estate. 01" Tune of Management. Results.Hands.

 

173 Arbitrztry - - - - 100 Tierces of 800 cwt. each.
91 ancxhatmg. - - - 8o - ditto . 1,000 ,, ditto
4o Kind, concthating - - 75 - ditto - 1,000 ,, ditto.

l

Aboukir -
CoiTee Arbuthnot

Caledonia

S Ballantoy - 216 First-rate, firm and kind - 145 Hogsheads each week.ugar Cave Valley — 316 Talented but arbitrary - - 14 - ditto - - ditto.    
N.B.—The overseer’s tierce seldom contains more than the 800 cwt.. the proprietor's from 1,000

upwards, by which the latter saves cooperage, wainage and wharfage: the overseer sustains the loss for
the sake of the deluston ; the proprietor is contented with the benefit.

 

Manchioneal, St. Thomas-iu-the-East,
My Lord, 29 March 1836.

IT affords me much pleasure to state that this district is quiet, although the a prentices
in general are not working so well or so cheerfully as they did previous to hristmas.
Complaints are greatly diminished on both sides, and when they do occur they are confined
almost exclusively to late turning out and an insufficiency of work; this result is to be
attributed solely to the fault of the constables, who do not. do their duty with that strict
impartiality which they ought to exercise ; several of this class have been degraded and
otherwise punished.
The negt'oes continue to work for hire in Manchioneal, and no doubt will do so until the

end of the apprenticeship term, as they have no sale for their provisions, of which they
have abundance.

Strenuous efforts are being made for the education of the apprentices and free children;
these have been almost universally rejected by the one, unless the time so occupied is
returned by the masters, and are not taken advantage of by the other, though ofl'ered
gratuitously.
The condition of the free children is truly deplorable, as their parents obstinately refuse

any assistance from their masters or managers, and bring them up infilth and idleness.
Nearly all the proprietors have proposed to the parents of children under six years of

age most liberal terms, and in many instances offered them the free acceptance of clothing,
medical attendance, Sun, which have been most indignantly refused.
The negroes do not as yet appreciate the great boon which has been granted them,

except in so far as looking forward to the time when they consider that they will be exempt
from field labour.

In conclusion, it affords me the greatest satisfaction to report the universal kindness
shown by both proprietors and managers to the apprentices in this district.

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 850-
8tc. 8m. 8m. (signed) J. Kennet Dawson, 3. J.
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My Lord, I-lighgate, St. Mary’s, 29 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to write to your Excellency in answer to your letter of' the 4th instant,

and requiring a particular statement of this district.
From the information I have received, and which I have on all occasions endeavoured to

obtain from the managers of estates and others, I have no hesitation in stating my belief

that the eugar crop of this year will not equal that of last, but I trust it may not fall oil
considerably.

Buildings I have observed on many properties are going to a state of dilapidation,
which is the case with many private dwelling-houses.
You cannot yet depend on the apprentices for continuous labour beyond what the law

gives; negro grounds are in a good state of cultivation, and the people will frequently
prefer carrying a large basket of provisions to a distant market than to labouring on an
estate at a much greater profit.

It is supposed by some that the negro will work for hire after the expiration of the
apprenticeship; I am of a different opinion, not that I believe the negro more or less
inclined to labour than other labouring people in a tropical climate, but I ground my
opinion on the fact that there is no family of negroes who cannot command 25 l. currency,
and with that sum he can purchase from six to eight acres of excellent land, and have a
portion of his cash left to purchase what he may require till the provisions on the land he
purchases, are fit for use; then it will give him the greatest abundance, and his smallest
children are able to cultivate them without any labour from him or his wife. In a little
time he will have hogs, which the fruit growing on the land will feed; he will have abun-
dance of poultry, and he will grow in small quantities oil, arrow-root, pepper, pimeuta,
tobacco, and probably a little ginger or coffee; all these in the negro way of gardening
require little or no labour; with them he will make a comfortable living and procure every
thing he requires or could wish, and in fact be the proprietor of a small farm; it would be
doing the negro injustice to suppose him such a fool as -to neglect this and continue a
day labourer; indeed negroes have at different times Spoken to me if such might be allowed
them after the apprenticeship. It will be perceived I do not argue against the negro, I
may admit him equal to the English labourer, but that only strengthens my argument, for
human nature is always the same, and no man ofcommon sense will work for a single day’s
hire when he can become the original proprietor of a farm, however small, provitled that
farm (as I have shown the negroes’ will) gives him a comfortable livelihood.
A considerable sum has been expended by the proprietors of Esher estate in erecting a

school—room on an extensive scale, which is regularly attended by the free children, 70
odd in number, and several of the apprentices. The bishop appoints acompetent and
respectable person to superintend the same, for which service he receives 1601. annually,
and I am glad to remark he receives every assistance from the overseer, and I can bear tes-

 

timony to their Improvement. I have, 8w.

The £3323:gi'Shgo, (signed) Thomas Davies, 3. J.

My Lord, Mount Charles, St. Elizabeth, 29 March 1836.

FAVOURABLE as my former quarterly reports have been, I feel warranted on the present

occasion in bearing a still more decided testimony to the improved conduct of the appren-
ticed population of this district. ‘

It may possibly be in your Excellency’s recollection that, in adverting to the increase of

good humour and the abatement of distrust which so evidently marked the opening of the

year, I allowed myself at that time to indulge in an anticipation since happily realized.

During the whole quarter my district has not been stained by a single atrocious crime,

and offences of a minor deScription have been comparatively unfrequent.
I can scarcely, perhaps, adduce better proof of this than will be afforded by my diary,

from a reference to which your Lordship will perceive that in the course of the last three

months several entire weeks have passed without the existence of a complaint, 8 circum—
stance which I have not before had the gratification to record.

For the necessity of corporal punishment no one occasion has occurred.
Consequent upon the prevalence of this better order of feeling among the people has

been not only more general civility towards those in authority over them, but, on many
properties, an improved scale of labour.
The present cultivation of the district disappoints the fears and exceeds the expectations

that almost every party formed respecting it at an earlier period of the change. Predictions
and apprehensions having no longer any thing to fix upon in the existing system oflabour,
are transferring themselves (more innocently) to the interesting date of 1840.

For the apprentice term it is at length generally admitted that we are safe.
In many instances there has been of late a decided advance in cultivation, and where it is

materially otherwise, the failure must be sought in causes unconnected with the system
itself. Such exceptions will be found in every condition of society.

I am happy to have it in my power to report to your Excellency that the sugar estates in
the district are not among the exceptions. Three of the four will make larger crops than
last year, and produce of superior quality ; at the same time that preparations are carrying
forward which, in the event of the usual seasons, must secure even better results in the ensuing
year.

The
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The presentcrop of ginger will considerably exceed the last, more having been planted ;
so will that ofpimenta, the weather having been peculiarly favourable for it.

no longer find it said, as once (except indeed by the press of the island), “Yes, but will
these crops be got in? Will not the canes and the ginger and the allspice perish for want of
adequate labour to secure them ?” Those, my Lord, who have had the tneans of seeing
two crops completed by apprentice labour without any such disastrous conseqttences, must
either he possessed of an uncommon share ofincrednlity, or be very defective in principle,
who persist in such insinuations. A

Judging by the state of things around me here, we seem now to have reached a point in
the great experiment from which it is very possible to discern that the final issue depends
upon the manner in which all parties improve the intermediate—I will venture. to call it
the probationary time. If improved, that issue cannot be altogether a failure, and should it
fall somewhat below the ardent expectations of philanthropists, will at least, as the appren-
ticeship has done, leave others, who thought their knowledge exclusive, much further in error,
will show that it was possible to be acquainted with the slave and to be very ignorant of the
man. '

Fortunately for the great result, the negro, indulging no resentment respecting the past,
but conscious only of his ignorance and degradation, places himselfin our hands for his entire
mental and moral tuition.
Nor is be upon the whole an inapt scholar; certain at least it is that the intellectual

advancement of the class has hitherto quite kept pace with any pains that have been taken
with them. To the persevering and benevolent pains which have been bestowed upon
many of the negroes in my district by their religious teachers, I willingly attribute much
of their exemption from crime and comparative correctness of demeanour.

There are still, I regret to say, two or three properties which, from various causes, have
not participated in this benefit, and the difference in the temper and behaviour ol'the people
is so obvious as to be strongly confirmatory of the value of instruction.
On oneol' these there is to this day, Ifear, not a single baptized nor married person; they

are of course but about half as civilized as others. Even here, however, there is now a
movement in the direction of what is right, they are “fighting,” as their term is, for the
requisite knowledge preparatory to baptism, and for the preparations they deem necessary
for marriage.

Next to the direct influence of religion, I know nothing which seems more to tend to
ameliorate their moral condition than the ties of marriage. They enter into it cautiously,
aware of its restraints, and it does in almost every instance place great restraints upon their
profligacy.

I therefore strenuously promote it among them, sometimes guiding their selection where
I am appealed to, which is often the case, for I have now much more to do as a court
of arbitration and equity than in administering the law under which I hold my appointment.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, &C'
Sac. Sic. Ste. (signed) John Daughtrey.

My Lord, Bluefields, Robin’s River P. 0., 5 April 1836.
I BEG leave to state, for your Excellency’s information, that since my last report I have

visited various parts of‘ this country, and that I can confidently state matters in general con-
tinue to improve amazingly; the sugar crops are being taken in with great expedition and
facility, and the quantity of sugar is equal to any thing that could he desired by most
of the planters with whom I have conversed. On some estates, several indeed, they exceed
last crop by 5oto 60 hogsheads; Mesopotamia, for instance, in Westmoreland ;Shrewsbury
and Spring Garden in the same parish. Copse in Hanover, Holland in St. Elizabeth, are
all making very large crops, and afford undeniable proof of the success of the present
system. Mountpelier appears to me to be in the highest possible state of cultivation; the
success of these very valuable properties, and many smaller which I might name, affords the
most gratifying preof of the successful state of things; there have been, indeed, some
unpleasant bickerings between the managers and apprentices on a few estates, originating
chiefly on the unhappy subject of the “ half Friday ;” this interminable source of discontent
has caused more ill-l'eeling and produced more difficulty than any subject connected
With the great change. The negro will not be persuaded that any other time during the
week will form an equivalent for the half Friday ; in fact he looks upon this as the greatest
boon conferred on him, as it enables him to get provisions for the Saturday’s market, and
he is thus left time to attend service on the Sunday; this latter advantage is one which the
apprentices now appreciate in the highest degree; and I am satisfied that the mind of
the negro, generally speaking, has undergone more moral improvement during the past term
of the apprenticeship than it did during his whole life of slavery; here, of course, I do not
include those who are naturally ill—disposed, some of whom may be found in all states of
society. . ‘ -

1 might observe to your Excellency that this is one of the most public situations in the
country, and yet a complaint is very rarely brought before me, nor are there any scarcely on
the Saturdays appointed for courts; it is evident that contentment exists among the
peasantry in this district; the cultivation of ginger is carried on throughout the mountain
district in this vicinity, and I am informed by the proprietors that the apprentices work much
in their own hours in scraping the ginger, for which they are liberally paid. A
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As I feel that I cannot be too minute in giving your Excellency every information on a
subject to which your Lordship has devoted. so much care and anxiety, I cannot with-

hold the important intelligence that the shtpptng at Savanna la Mar are getting loaded
fast; the Lady Catharine Barham sailed With her full cargo of rum atld sugar about five
weeks since; the Eden went round to fill up at Green Island a few days smce, being engaged
to take produce from that port, and is to sail in a day or two; the John Renwick is now
filling up at Bluefields, to sail on Monday t_text; these are_ first class West Indiamen; and
the other ships in the harbour are, I am informed, taking in their sugar fast, and will, from
all I can learn, make as prosperous a voyage as they were in former years accustomed
to do.

I beg your Excellency will not suppose that I am endeavouring to give a high colouring
to matters. I have confined myself to circumstances for which I can vouch, and certainly
feel considerable pleasure in being enabled to give information which must, I trust, prove
satisfactory to your Excellency, particularly when I assure your Excellency that I have
taken some pains to ascertain the state of things truly in my frequent visits to different
parts of the country, and for which I am much indebted to many gentlemen of the most
extensive information in this part of the island.

The Marquis of Sligo, . I have, 3‘0-

SLC. 8w. 8Lc. (Signed) R. Duly, 5. J.

 

Leeward, Hanover, New Green Island,
My Lord, 29 March 1836.

IN reporting on the general state of this district, I have great satisfaction in being able to
state that it is pervaded by a degree of tranquillity which could hardly be surpassed in a
district of equal extent and population in any country; my experience of the progress
by which it has arrived at its present state extends no further back than the commencement
of the present year, a period affording but little scope for comparison, yet the obser-
vations I have made, aided by the examples already existing, appear to justify the opinion
that wherever justice and discretion distinguish the conduct of the master, fidelity and
cheerful industry are equally discernible in the character of the apprentice; in my mind
that opinion has long settled into a fixed conviction.

In general the apprentices go about their work cheerfully and do it well, and on by far
the majority of estates the only fault complained of is the very venial one of appearing in
the field a few minuteslater than the prescribed time in the morning. Among those on
which offences of greater magnitude are alleged to occur, I have, without a single excep-
tion, found upon inquiry that their disordered condition has been caused by the mismanage-
ment of either late or present masters or overseers, exhibited in attempts to extort a. greater
proportion oflabour from the apprentices, by stopping their fish, taking away their half
Friday on pretence of adopting the eight hour system, Ste. 85c.

In these cases discontent, the natural consequence of oppression, leads to remonstrance,
which, when addressed by a negro to his manager, is in most instances considered and treated
by the latter as “ insolence and insubordination.” These are not hypothetical cases; on the
contrary, I regret to say that some'such have but recently occurred ; they are however ex-
ceptions, and, as I before observed, things are managed on a great majority of estates in‘ this
district with the most satisfactory appearances of harmony and mutual good feeling between
masters and apprentices, while the number and nature of the offences actually committed
are so mitigated as to render punishment a rare occurrence. The negro provision grounds
are universally well cultivated wherever the soil is worth the labour, and ground provisions
are in consequence very plentiful, notwithstanding the depredations of estates’ cattle and
thieves, which, with an occasional squabble with a field driver, constitute the bulk of com-
plaint matter.
The agricultural labour of the estates is, as I am generally informed, in a more forward

state than it was at this time last year; and as a proof that the voluntarylabour of the
apprentices has greatly contributed to render it so, I am informed by a respectable jobber
of this district that where he has dug 25 acres of cane—holes this season, he former]y dug
100; his accounts for digging holes thus falling short by 75 per cent. of their amount the
past year, a falling off which he assured me was caused solely by the employment on
estates of arprentices in their own time. Not only do those usually employed on the hoe
dlspose of t )eir spare time in this manner, but the mail men, carters, fishermen (estates),
ratcatchers, and, in many cases, domestics, eagerly accept such employment where they are
sure of being adequately paid, either on their own or neighbouring estates. So obvious,
indeed, has now become the willingness of the negro to deyote a partion of his own time
to labour for hire (independent of his heavy and uncompensated drudgery during the estate
time, and the tillage of his ground and garden), that nothing but the blindes‘t and most
Impudent obstinacy can persist in the assertion that he will not work when absolutely free.

I haye elsewhere alluded to the encroachments on the time properly belonging to the
apprentice; it is a fruitful source of discontent, and although, from want ofwalches or other
proof, they cannot substantiate their complaints on the subject, I have no doubt of their
being too often well founded. Could this evil be remedied, it would, I am confident, he
succeetled by a great and immediate alteration for the better. A clause fixing the “ blowing
shell” times might by some be deemed harshly restrictive, but experience has convinced
me It Would have the efl'ect of diffusing cheerfulness and industry over many estates, where

now
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now unwilling and consequently ill-performed labour strongly shows the presence of deep
discontent and hatred of the manager. Another cause of heart-burning was the wanton
use made by some overseers of the imaginary right of locking up whom and whenever
they pleased; but I am happy to say, my endeavours to remove that evil have been very
successful. ,

The last evil I shall submit to your Excellency’s consideration, and by far the mostimportant, is the want of provision for the religious and moral instruction of the appren-
tices and their children in this district. During the last five weeks a Baptist missionary has
reached twice; of the Established Church, or other denominations of Christian ministers,

fhave seen none, nor heard of any. A Mr. Holt, of the Established Church, is indeedarrived, but has taken up his residence at Rockspring, with intent to open a school, as I aminformed, but not of the extent calculated for general benefit.
In conclusion, I beg to report that fair play and instruction are alone wanting to renderthe negro, in spite of the obstacles he formerly contended with, a useful and respectable

member of society.

 

I have, 85c.

The Marquis Of Sligo, (signed) R. S. Cooper, s. .1.
8m. Ste. Ste.

My Lord, Parnassus, Clarendon, 30th March 1836.
IN transmitting the first general report of the state of my district, it is a source of

peculiar gratification that the experience of personal and minute observation enables me to
furnish information with respect to the working of the apprenticeship, diametrically at
variance with the exaggerated accounts which from time to time meet the public eye, and
which are evidently manufactured by crafty and disappointed individuals inimical to the
s stem.
y It becomes an imperative point of duty for those who have the means of detecting, toexpose the misrepresentations which are daily circulated about the non-working or
improper working of the apprenticeship system. The British people naturally feel a live]and deep anxiety in the operation and successful completion of their magnificent expen-
ment—an experiment worthy of the term sublime, when its ulteridr object is for a momentcontemplated—the restoration to man of his natural inherent right, liberty; the emancipa-
tiou from a slavery detestable and galling, embracing the thraldom of the mind as well as of
the body. It is necessary that the people, whose talents and fortunes have assisted to
promote this grand work, should be v_ndeceived, and that the refutation should be, if pos.
sible, as extensively disseminated as the falsehoods, and the true and actual position of the
country under its altered constitution, laid before the eyes of the world.
The apprentices in my district are conducting themselves as Well as the most sanguine

friend of abolition could desire or expect. The ofi'ences, generally, as your Lordship will
have perceived from my weekly diaries, are of a trivial nature; indeed, frequently of such
a nature as would never have been noticed, were the population enjoying unqualified
freedom ; but such is the proneness of mankind to cling tenaciously to the last vestiges of
power, that I can only expect the cessation of these tninor complaints with the end of the
present system. It must not be understootl from this, that Iwould at present advise the
abrogation of the apprenticeship. No; this probationary period was a wise and an expe-
dient measure; and I doubt not that the same progressive and Visible improvement in the
labouring population will be continued and observable to its end. Much remains to be done;
time has been lost; and it is of the utmost consequence that additional schools and places
of worship should be immediately erected throughoutthe island. Combined with these, if
those oflicial and influential gentlemen of the country (whose dutyit is, from the obliga.
tions which they owe to society) would, by a judicious temper and conciliatory exercise of
authority, prepare the minds of the people for the grand change which must take place in
their condition in 1840, I augur the happiest and most favourable results, and feel con-
vinced that the bulk of the population will enter upon their duties as freemen in a manner
that will prove satisfactory to every friend of humanity.

I find that among the enlightened apprentices advice or admonition is never given in
vain; they are rational beings, susceptible of improvement and of every sentiment which
elevates and ennobles the mind of man. Let the magistrate take pains to reason and talk
to the people, point out their error, show them its evil tendency, and otherwise treat them
as intellectual beings, and his time will not have been needlessly expended. I fear, how-
ever, that the powers of the law have been sometimes hastily resorted to, with little
other efiect than to produce a submission from fear and coercion, and which, in the end,
cannot be productive of substantial benefit. Kindness generally begets kindness. Your
Lordshi p will remember that, shortly after I commenced my duties, I had occasion to try the
head constable ofthis estate for insubordination ; in the report which accompanied my diary
for that week, I pointed out tO‘your Lordship that I was induced to treat the ofl'ender with
lenience, on account of his intelligence and respectability. The admonition which I then
gave him has answered every good purpose; his influence among the apprentices on this
large estate is very great; he is in himseifa host of example; _and I am happy to say that
the people are conducting themselves in an exemplary,- industrious manners Had I preci-
pitately degraded and punished this man, he might have become callous by his degradation;
instead of amendment, recklessness and worse conduct might have followed; and such an
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example would no doubt have been pregnant with incalculable mischief. This is but an

isolated case of the value of a conciliatory policy. Where the object has been worthy of
it, I have never had cause to regret its ado tion.

The managers in this district, with very ew exceptions, treat their people kindly; but I

am sorry to say that there are attorneys connected with this Parish who, although they do

not openly object to the religious or moral improvement: of the ap rentlces, yet do not
afford them those facilities for its attainment which they ought. herever the people
enjoy these advantages, they are sure to be more enlightened, better disposed, and more

ordei‘lv than their less favoured neighbours. This fact must abundantly prove the necessity

of imthediate steps being taken for enlarging and extending the means of education. The
apprentices manifest great thirst for information, ahd I regret exceedingly that the means

afibrded for its gratification are still so limited. It is ardeutly to be hoped that the humane
provisions which are being made by the charitable for thls great purpose will speedily be
made available.

I do not hesitate to declare that the negro is as susceptible of improvement and educa-
tion a’s any other race of people in the world.
As far as I have witnessed, or have been informed, the apprentices are paying as much

and more attention to their grounds than they did prior to that of August 1834. The ill
state of my health, since your Lordship called for a detailed account on this head, has
prevented my furnishing a statement that would not leave the matter in doubt.

The crops generally are forward, and, as I have before Informed your Lordship, promise

returns adequate to preconceived expectations; where there is a falling off, it is attributed
to causes over which there could have been no control. One of the causes of the diminu-
tion of the crops on some estates in the island since the commencement of the apprentice-
ship, and which is not generally known, is this; viz. during the existence of slavery, many

estates in the cultivation and manufacture of sugar were assisted by jabbing gangs; these

gangs frequently had to go a considerable distance to arrive at their destination; the aboli-
tion law having given the apprentices more time than they before enjoyed, the proprietors

of jobbing gangs ho longer find it profitable to send their people at any distance from
home, for from the time which is taken up in travelling to and fro they would probably not
be employed for more than three days in the week. The proprietors of these gangs, there-

fore, find work nearer home for them, and the short-handed estates must, as a. natural con-

setiuence, make less produce than formerly. _ . .
cannot conclude my des-patch without reiterating my orimon that the apprenticeship

system is working as well as the most sanguine friend of abo ition can desire.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, 850'
&C. no. 8w. (signed) R. Chamberlaine, 3. J.

My Lord, Montego Bay, St. James’s, 29 March 1830.
I HAVE now the honour to submit to your Excellency the following report on the state

of this district under my charge, since the commencement of my duties as special justice
upon 1st January last; and it may explain some of the observations which follow, by stating
that the district is chiefly and principally comprised of sugar properties.
From recent and particular inquiries, and my own observation, I am able and have

pleasure in reporting that the field labour this spring is in a much more advanced state
than at the same period last year. On many properties, indeed, nearly double the quantity
of new plants are in the ground, and the other" field operations, both as to condition and
extent, are in such a forward state, that I anticipate with every confidence an important
increase of produce next crop.
The taking off the canes and manufacture of sugar have this spring gone on without

interruption, or the necessity of the magistrate being called upon to interpose his authority
to any agreement for performing this labour for payment, during the extra hours of the
apprentices. This, too, is a marked improvement on last year’s experience; and upon one
estate in my district, it is Worthy of remark, that last year the manager, with a powerful
water—mill, got only about two hogsheads of sugar weekly, while this season the return for
the first week the mill went about showed eight.

I have, however, to regret the slow disposition evinced on the part of the apprentices,
generally, to ive their own time to the master for an adequate pecuniary return; but I
fondly hope this will speedily improve. The valuations, which are increasing daily, will
throw on their own resources such a number of free labourers that I thereby ex pect to observe
a spirit of emulation among the apprentices, and a consequent wish to work on their own
days for hire. Were I to ofi'er any remark or opinion of my own on this head, I should
certainly say, that so long as the negroes have the unlimited ground many of them possess,
their improvement in this particular will be slow, because the provisions they can rear and
dispose of, enable them to be independent of any pecuniary assistance from the pro-
netor.

p The offences have with me decreased, and relate more to the internal management of
the estates thanvany violation of the laws. The great majority of the complaints are
against the apprentices, and mostly for neglect ofwork and absence, while, on the other
hand, the apprentices are sufficiently watchful that their rights are not infringed. Where
I have been called on to impose fines on the managers and others, it has been done more to

correct
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correct an error or misapprehension of the law than to punish for a wilful violation of it,though in a few instances the cases have been different.
Where patience and temper are displayed on the part of the manager, and a prudentselection of cases is made for the magistrate’s adjudication, I find the greatest prosperityand good feeling to prevail; and I am glad to say, that in this district, with one or twoexceptions, this course is pursued, and that the gentlemen in charge generally feel disposedto give the abolition measure their aid and assistance.
1 have been at considerable trouble to ascertain the present state of the negro grounds,and I am enabled to report that, with two or three exceptions, the grounds are in betterorder than at the commencement of the system, and that on all the properties the negro hasabundance of ground to cultivate.
I cannot conclude this report without calling your Excellency’s attention to the totalwant of any establishment in my district for instructing the apprentices or educating theoung children ; butI must except the charitable and kind aid ofThomas Kirkpatrick Hall,ilsq. the proprietor of Irwin and other properties, who makes liberal provision for a Mora-vian minister at lrwin. Mr. Robins, the clergyman, laudably teaches during the week,both at Irwin and Williamsfield estates. The school is open to all children, free and other-wise, and is the only establishment of the kind in this populous district of St. James forthe education of estates’ children.

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, Sac.
8tc.8tc.8cc. (signed) Wm. Carnaby, s. J.

 

My Lord, 31 March 1836.
THE apprentices in this district have been behaving, and are continuing to behave, aswell as could have been anticipated; a better feeling appears now to exist between themand their masters and managers than formerly did; the latter are very kind to them, andgive the same allowances that were usually given previous to the commencement of the

apprenticeship system.
The churchesjn this quarter (of various denominations) are largely and regularly attendedon Sundays by the apprentices,’who are generally well-dressed (some, in fact, to an ex-treme), and form a strong contrast, in their well-fed and neatly appareiled appearance, to

the generality of our British peasantry. A country more prolific does not exist, and, with
comparatively little manual labour, the grounds of the apprentices produce them the greatest
abundance of provisions; they are well off for hogs and poultry, and many of them are
possessed of horses and cattle. Should they ever be short of provisions, I imagine it will
be entirely owing to severe drought, or a relapse from their present industrious habits to astate of idleness. '

Crime has greatly diminished ; the most prevalent ofl'ences alleged against the apprentices
now are the robbing of provision grounds, and allowing cattle to destroy canes, but thesecomplaints are getting more rare; and I look forward with a pleasing and sanguine hope
to a time when, by a strict attention of parties to justice on the one hand, and obedience on
the other, the mutual benefits accruing to the master and apprentice will be so accelerated,
as cannot fail to obliterate every feeling and sentiment inimical to the interests of each.
It is however natural to suppose that, amongst every class of society, some had disposed
characters will be found, but I am happy to say that very few complaints have been pre-
ferred to me by the apprentices against their masters or managers, and some of these even
have been of a very trifling nature.
The apprentices work willingly for hire in digging cane holes, at which they earn from

53. to a dollar per diem, but they show every disinclination, and cannot be prevailed upon
to accept of 2s. 6d. per day for the cleaning of canes, preferring rather to cultivate their
grounds, or attend to their houses, gardens, Ste.
The free children are increasing rapidly, and, I am sorry to add, in idleness also; the

want of some apparent means to bring them up to habits of industry suggest the most
painful reflections to a contemplative mind ; and if Government does not very soon establish
schools of industry, or the parents give up some portion of the children’s time, for which
(as an equivalent) the latter will receive tuition, the very worst results cannot but be ex-
pected from this numerous and rising generation. -
The labour is much more forward, but the crop will fall ofl‘ one-third from that oflast

year’s; the cause I attribute solely to the bad working of the new system at its commence-
ment, the late period at which last year’s crop was completed not enabling the plant canes
for this to have been got in at the proper season; the want ofcleaning them when young
as well as the ratoon canes (most ot‘the estates going upon the ratooing system), together
With the dry weather of last August, July and September (generally seasonable months),
have all contributed to the falling off of this year’s crop; that for next year will be equal,
if not greater, than the last, and from the late improved working of the system, together
with the small crop to be taken ofl“ (if the apprentices are made to perform their duties),
there is no question but that the future years’ crops will be very much increased.

I have, Ste.The Marquis of Sligo, _
8lc. 8tc.8tc. (signed) R. Cockmg, s. M.
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My Lord, St. Elizabeth, Pullet Hall, 29 March 1836.

IN making the quarterly return of the state of this district, I must refer your Lordship
to my former one, in which I stated that about seven out of the fourteen estates would
make more than last year’s crop, and the other seven less; I have the pleasure now to
inform your Lordship that, from favourable causes, 12 out of the 1.4 will make more than
last year, one or two will double their crop, others 10 to 20 hogsheads increase, others less
but home increase always, excepting the two, one of which will decrease 15, the other 20,
on neither of which have I ever had a complaint. of loss of labour of importance, until lately.
It must,therefore, be from jobbing being withdrawn that it has occurred, and next year
will show On both a difi'erent return. ‘
The crops are not finished yet ; many are as forward as usual, and the others have been

kept back bya favourable circumstance for next crop. Rains fell at an unusually early
eriod of the year, and have enabled many to put in a very early springplant, without

injury to the present crop. The plough is in operation wherever they have cattle enough to
Work it; and I have no doubt but that it will be in general use wherever the situation of
the land will allow it, for the returns gradually improvin will encourage a little speculation
again. The field, as to cleanliness, looks as usual at thlS time of the year ; trash is turned
on much of the ratoons, and young plants are cleaned.
wages are not generally offered in my district, but on all the properties where they have

been offered, excepting one or two, they are accepted for the double spell, and in some
instances fOr the Saturday. The grounds of the apprentices are generally in as good order
as formerly, and they have a great fancy, when allowed, to cultivate ginger, arrow-root and
other produce in them; in some instances they have not so much bread kind for sale as
formerly (but enough for themselves), and where that happens, they may or may not be
otherwise employed in their leisure time; the grown up and good are so employed.

Complaints on all sides ‘Have ve'ry much decreased since the commencement of the
apprenticeship, and had decreased until within the last month to nothing in my district.
Since that [have had a little trouble, Whether owing to my absence from home, being
subpoenaed for Some weeks in town, or from its being cane-hole time, which is harder work,
and perhaps they think that the plough should be used more generally.
The offences are generally a neglect of watch, by which great damage occurs ; loss of

labour in digging cane-hol‘es; injury, through careles‘Sness,‘ to cattle in driving, &c.; inso-
le‘nce occasionally; loss of labour in sawing and splitting shingles when alone in the' woods,
task-work and wages being wanted. If the special justice had a little power when there was
a demand’for labour in crop time, &c., to make them‘ earn money, they would become accus-
tOmed, perhaps, to the use of it : 1 would mean those only who have not age and sense to
judge 'for themselves. '

The apprentices have not yet got over the distaste they at first felt towards their mana-
gers, 8Lc., but I think it is wearing away, and if it were not for the continual change of
managers'by the attorneys, of which there is alWays' a chance, the idea would leave their
minds more steady; tenantry for a term of years would steady them very much. The
apprentices are in general well treated.

 

. . I have, 8L0.

The £33323?822.81%“ (signed) H..A. Bell, 8. M.

My-Lord, . Retreat, St. Thomas—in—the-East, 29 March 1836.

I HAVE the honour to state, in obedience to ybur Excellency’s circular of the 4th instant,
that, from the best observation and information I could-acquire, I find this part of the
country remains in the most tranquil state, the apprentices contented and (work cheerfully,
the master kind and considerate; complaints on both sides very much reduced, conse-
quently punishments less frequent. The apprentices now find that the laws were framed
for the protection and punishment of both master and servant; an impression prevailed
very generally at first that special magistrates were sent out to protect only the apprentice.
Trifling faults are now easily settled between themselves, which makes our authority more
effective when called forth ; it is very seldom necessary to have recourse to corporal punish-
ment. The hospitals are good, medical attendance efiicient and well supplied with medi-
cines. The prOvision grounds I should say in most cases are too abundant, being far
beyond what is requisite to supply the family. Many having apprentices of their own are
in a state of afiluence, which prevents the necessity ofa general working for hire. The old
allowances are cheerfully given, and never withheld except on very good grounds. There
seems to be no disposition to bring up the free children to habits of industry, or to make
any returns to the master for his care of them, considering it all as their own. ' They seem
pleased to dress themselves, and go to a place of worship, and conduct themselves most
decently when there. Marriage is becoming much more general. The apprentice ought
to be contented and happy; he has few cares, is not over-worked,‘ may make mone by
working in his own time if so disposed, and is certain of prorection under the law. W en-
ever I have had occasion to employ the police, they perform theirvduty to my satisfaction.
As regards the crops, my report cannot be favourable ; there is a considerable falling off

of produce in my district, and I fear in the parish generally; the cause must be traced to
last year, when all the strength was required to take off that cro , to the great neglect of
the canes and plants for the ensuing year; thus they Were left tilflate in the season beffine
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they were cleaned or trash turned, destroying the vigour of the cane, bringing on prema-
ture arrowing and maturity this year, without substance orjoints sufficient to produce the
proper quantity of juice; from the reduction of the hours of labour this was not to be
avoided, as jobbing gangs are by no means equal to the demands for them. This year the
cane pieces are much more forward, and it may in some degree be owing to the light crops,
the people working better, and the overseer seeing the absolute necessity of giving strength
to the canes. The pastures are not commenced upon yet; the sugar is good in quality, and
rum promises well. I hope the high price of produce will not induce the planter to put in
more cane-tops than he has strength to cultivate, or I fear his canes will get worse every
year. There will .be no difiiculty in taking OFF the produce in good, time. Improved ma-
chinery has been Introduced at Golden Grove, which will reduce the necessity of manual
labour much; their horizontal wheel has the power of producing 1,000 gallons ofliquor
within the hour, with very little trouble in feeding it. lt'estates were rich enough, and
could see their way clearly before them, the introduction of improved machinery would
considerably reduce the necessity ’of so many hands.

' ' I have, 8L0.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thos. Baines, s.M.
8m. 8m. 8w.

My Lord, Aylmers, St. John’s, 28 March 1836.

IN obedience to your Excellency’s commands, requiring a general report of the state of
the district under my charge, I have to state, that on properties where the reins of discipline
are not held with too tight 3 hand nor altogether relaxed, the negro still continues to afford
an adequate proportion of labour; but I regret that I cannot in other respects make this
report so favourable as my last or that preceding it. Complaints have, since Christmas,
become greatly more frequent, the number of runaways has augmented, and on some estates
there has been a falling off in point oflabour. Crime, too, has been on the increase; thefts and
burglaries are perpetrated in the most daring manner. I was under the necessity on Friday
last of committing a man to prison 0n the latter charge. Within a short period Lloyds
and Fuller’s Rest negro-houses have been broken open in broad day, and much property
stolen. In neither case, though I have recovered some of the articles taken, have I been
able to trace the ofi'enders. I have reason to suspect that the perpetrators of these enormi-
ties are free peOple, and that there is a plan organized amongst the bad characters in this
neighbourhood for carrying on robberies of this description. he property is taken down
to Old Harbour, and there disposed of either to sailors or to common receivers.
The apprentice is daily becoming more heedless of and more disrespectful to his manager,

but I believe the fault in this respect to be mutual; if the latterwill persist in using the
same arbitrary language to the free apprentice which he did to the slave, it is not a matter
of surprise that at times he receives a freeman’s answer from him.
The misbehaviour of which I complain seems chiefly to exist on certain properties, which,

since my entering on my present duties, have been uniformly the worst in the parish, and
on which master and apprentice neither are, nor, do I believe, ever will be, on that footing
of reciprocal good feeling which is absolutely indispensable to the successful progression of
the new system. I have given my best Jonsideration to this falling 0H, and I am of
opinion that it is principally attributable to the following causes :—

1st. The want of uniformity in the hours of labour, the rate of wages, and the distribu-
tion of the allowances called indulgences, to distinguish them from those which the law has
rendered obligatory. The irregularities on these points, which exist in different modes of
management, are continual sources of discontent to the apprentices on many properties,
who look with an eye of envy on their more fortunate fellows, perhaps on the adjoining
estate. It is scarcely reasonable to expect that they should give their labour as willingly as
those who receive a greater return for it.

2dly. The withholding the half Friday is another fertile cause of dissatisfaction; and
until the law shall peremptorily point out during what part of the year the apprentice shall
be required to work on the eight hours' system, and when on the nine, taking away altoge-
ther from the master the option, which he now possesses and which he often uses imprudentl ,
and even contrary to his own interests, there can be little hope of things going on smooth y
and prosperously. The whole of the Belmont gang were with me last night, requiring me
to order them their half Friday as out of crop. Now, I have repeatedly explained the law
on this subject to these very people, and I am confident they are as well acquainted
with it as myself. The reason they alleged for the demand was, that on the neigh bouring
property, Fuller’s Rest, the apprentices are paid 23. 6d. per week, and get all their former
indulgences for their extra time, not understanding, or pretending not to understand, that
their cases are totally different; the people at Fuller’s Rest not only giving up their half
Friday, but working also ten hours a day for the above considerations: whereas the Belmont
apprentices cannot be persuaded to work general]y or continuously for wages. ' Still I have
no doubt the frequency of complaints from Belmont arises from this comparison of their
situation with that of the negroes at Fuller’s Rest. The necessity of early legislative enact-
ment on this head as well as the foregoing is manifest.

3dly. The prevalence of a report that has undoubtedly got abroad, that corporal punish
men! is to be altogether abandoned, and the consequent determination of the negro, who is
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JAMAICA peculiarly prone to require practical expet‘ience where he doubts, to put it to the test, has
’— greatlv tended to increase the number of offences. Those who have maliciously .put this

notiori into the head of the apprentice have much to answer for: .Not tnat I think cor-
poral Dunishmcnt by flagellation a good mode of penal correction; It is often the worst pos--
sible, 'and is perfectly preposterous, with reference to the peculiar ofl'ence of the appren-_
tice, the not giving to his employer a_due proportion of compulsory labour, the effect of
the punishment necessarily inducing Itself a further loss of time. But, as things stand at
present, it is the only efficient, and, if half the reports which I have heard concerning the
severe discipline of some of the houses of correction have any foundation, where moderate,
the most humane mode of coercion. Before abolishing it, it is indispensable that some
efl'ective power of correction, combining adequate punishment with continuity of labour,
should be substituted for it, which, whilst it will enforce the apprentice to fulfil the duties
required from him by the abolition law, will do so with the least possible loss to the master.
The establishment of penal gangs on estates would eHect this desirable union. - The obvious
and suitable punishment for idleness, or refusal to labour, is labour compulsory and conti-
nuous. . The use of the brutal,‘ brutalizing and abominable collar should be discontinued,
and females should altogether be exempted‘from chains. The quality and quantity of the
food should be regulated by law as well as the apportioning the'duration ofpunishment to the
grade of the offence. I have long since discovered that the amercing in time of the ill-dis-
posed and refractory, either generally or individually, is almost useless. When they an- de-
termined and obstinate, as on some estates, sentences of this description are totally inefi‘i-
cient and entirely disregarded by them ; for instance, a man runs away, is absent for four
months, and thus has to repay 85' working days; or a whole gang, as is often the case, have
been found on various occasions deficient in work to the amount of 20 days; some additional
punishment besides restitution becomes necessary; suppose the sentence is to forfeit 30 days,
these can only be exacted in alternate weeks; for they must have some time to cultivate their
grounds, in order to procure subsistence. In the firstcase, then, the offender remains nearly
three years under sentence, and in the latter 60 weeks. Now this appears to the negroes,
and really is so long a prospective of punishment, that they ahnost despair of its termina-
tion; hence they become indifferent and callous ;> and knowing that every other Saturday
and every Sunday, under any circumstances, must still be given to them, they will neither
perform proper work in the ordinary or the fonfeited hours, but content themselves, from a
spirit of retaliation and revenge, even at the risk of doubling or treblmg their punish-
ment, with throwing back the work; and prejudicing still further the interests of their mas~
ter. This manifest evil may be remedied, as well as corporal punishment be avoided, by the
establishing of continuous penal labour for six days in the week, with close confinement on
Sundays; food being provided for them, and their provision grounds kept in order by their
employer during the course of their sentence.

4thly. Owing to the very defective provision made for moral and religious instruction,
and the extreme apathy with. which this subject is viewed by most people, the negro has
hitherto, literally, made no progress whatever in the acquisition of that knowledge which he
so essentially requires, that of social and moral obligations. The same indifference to the
right of property in others, the same addiction to polygamy and promiscuous sexual inter-
course, the same licentious practices still prevail. It is true that marriages are more fre-
quent, but they are not deemed by either party as an obstacle to, or at all incompatible with
extensive concubinage. Some times, indeed, but not always, the lawful wife is considered
the head of the manége. The children also are now usually brought to the baptismal font:
but of the many hundreds of negroes with whom I have conversed on the subject, I have
scarcely found five who had any other notion of the rite than that of its being the white
man’s form of giving a name. How should it be otherwise? The church of the parish,
which contains a population, free and apprenticed, of nearly 7,000 souls, is only calculated to
hold 116 persons, not more than a third of the negroes on one estate alone, Lloyd’s, which
it adjoins. In Luidas there is a chapel of ease; there are also two small dissenting esta-
blishments, and this is all that has been done for the spiritual improvement of the parish of
St.John. It is most painful to reflect, and indeed is a public reproach, that nearly a third of
the whole apprenticeship has elapsed without a single effective step having been yet taken
on the all-important points of instruction and education.
The cultivation of the soil is, I am happy to state, with few exceptions, extremely satis-

factory, but, owing to the weather, the crop is likely to fall short of the last. Your Excel-
lency will have perceived from my reports sent in some time since that the negro provision
grounds are, in general, and indeed always have been, in excellent order, though it does
not appear that the apprentice has inereased their size in proportion to the time now at his
disposal.

I have, &c.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. D. Haynes.
8m. 8w. 8Lc.
 

My Lord, 30 March 1836.
THE district in which I act as special magistrate is powerful. The coffee crops will not

be so large as it was expected they would be, nor indeed so good as last year. I do not
think this is at all ascribable to the misconduct of the apprentices. -

I do not perceive much alteration in regard either to apprentices or overseers, the
majority of both act quite as well as could have been expected; some of each class are bad,

100'
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too bad, I fear, to be greatly improved by any exertions which an individual can make.
There have been several cases recently before me of an aggravated nature ; one overseer has
made his escape on being accused of an unnatural crime on a negro child under four years
of age; a second overseer has been convicted of flog ing the children when they did notplease him, and of putting even girls on the back olga negro and flogging them himself.
An attorney has ordered the doors to be locked against the magistrate who wished to pre-vent him from jobbing out a gang of praedials attached. Another has defended a book—
keeper convicted of an unrrovoked and aggravated assault on a watchman, and left the poorvictim of his wanton crue ty without any defender other than the magistrate, whom he hasprovided with funds to prosecute. .
0n the other hand, a negro woman (apprentice on Middleton) has been committed for

trial, charged with pushing her husband into awell, and another for setting fire to the houseofa man who is about to be married to a rival; and there are I think more persons com-
mitted for trial for stealing produce than heretofore. The number of accusations for insub-ordination and neglect of duty has however diminished much in my district, and I havevery seldom found the lash necessary. In a few cases its infliction has appeared to me to bethe best, if not the only preventive of particular crimes. I hope, however, soon to dispense
with it altogether. ‘
The negro grounds are in good order, and much more land is cultivated now thanformerl . i
The {nospect for the next year’s crop of coffee is excellent, and where the overseer iskind, active and attentive to his business, the fields are generally clean and forward for next

year’s crop.
About sixty persons (mostly adults) regularly attend the school referred to in my last

report, on Sundays; and make more rapid progress in learninig to read than the Englishpeasants in adult schools used to do. About 40 children (near y all free) attend the day
school, but I think that if arrangements could be made for lodging and boarding the
children, a very large proportion of the free children from all the estates would regularly
attend; the parents would provide food for them, and they would be very glad to have their
children trained in habits of industry. I trust that other schools will soon be established in
m district, but although a catechiat attends some of the estates, I do not hear of any other
so 00] for reading and writing than the one lately established here, nearer than Kingston (a
distance of at least nine miles).
' It is only due, however, to proprietors, attorneys and overseers to state, thatI have heardof no objections to this school; and that many have (frontised to support it. [think
schools of industry would be very generally encourage , and pepular wjth masters and
apprentices.

I will only add that, on several estates in my district, complaints are ver rare. A good
feeling exists on both sides, and Ihope it will increase and become universa . .

' ' I have 8w.
T0 thayggfgcfi Sllgo, (signed) ’ S. Bourne.

My Lord, Mile, 30 March 1836. V
IN obedience to your Excellency’s orders, I have the honour to forward the report re-

quired by the 27th rule of my instructions.
My diaries for the last three months have shown your Excellency the state of this district

as to the conduct of the working class, their behaviour and obedience to their employers.
I attribute the satisfactory state of the district to the conduct of the managers and over-

seers of the different roperties, and the wish they have shown to maintain their authority
by those means whicii are certain to have the desired efl'ect of producing confidence and
respect from the people they are set over. It affords me satisfaction, after very minute ob-
servation, to be able to make this statement, so honourable and praisewmthy in those
gentlemen, and so creditable to the apprentices. 0n the whole, rny Lord, I can state that
complaints between master and apprentice have nearly ceased in this district.
The apprentices are generally willing to work for hire, and have done soon the different

properties they have been required to do so. They have abundance of provnsion grounds in
good cultivation. ~ . ‘ _

It is most satisfactory to observe the deSIre of the negroes to receive instruction, and
very particularly that sort of instruction which is calculated to produce the most happy
results—I mean religious instruction. They attend the different houses of worship in
great numbers, and their orderly and attentive behaviour does them much credit.
The cofi'ee crops have been very abundant, but the coffee pieces are not so forward in

regard to cleaning as formerly at this period of the year. '
I have 8w.

The ggrgxsso'iSllgo, (signed) W. H. Alley, s. M.
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346 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION 0F

———No. 208.-

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sh'go to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 17th April 1836.

IN making to you my usual report on the state of the island, I am happy at
being able to say that the account I have to give of it in no manner differs from
that of .last month.

It is my intention, in future, to send home to your Lordship an additional
entry in the usual monthly returns of miles travelled, namely, the number of
lashes administered. I think it will do more to stop the practice of this most
debasing punishment than any thing, for I find that making public any thing
brings people to a self—examination. 'I have this month made it public here,
and I doubt not but that the next month’s return will show its good effects. In
the Despatch I have already made up, transmitting to you a return of punish-
ments as directed, your Lordship will see a return of the number in the island,
exhibiting a very marked diminution. I send herewith, according to habit,
certain documents which may prove interesting.

Nos. 2 and 3 prove the truth of my assertion in the Blue Book as to St.
James’s parish being that in which the greatest mismanagement exists, though
now certainly much improved and improving, as you will see by No. 9. I hope
that the parish will soon lose its unenviable supremacy in this respect. '

Nos. ll, 14 to 16 disprove in my mind, very satisfactorily, Mr. Davies
having ever given any authority to the keeper of the house of correction to
punish females on the tread—mill. I cannot, however, free him from all blame,
as I communicated to him at the time, because he did not inform me at once of
what was going on.
Though the Assembly have made no sort of effort to promote education, I feel

it right to say that the greatest exertions are now making by private societies.
The sectarian missionaries, as your Lordship will see by my Despatch on the
subject, are showing extraordinary zeal. Mr. Trew, the director of the Mico
charity, is doing the Same; and I am happy to say that a great number of
persons interested in this laudable pursuit have fallen into my way of thinking,
that the schools should be schools of industry as well as of mental education.
The negroes are, I think, quite as much behindhand in their knowledge of
agriculture, the use of manures, of implements, or improved modes of saving
labour, as they are in moral or religious knowledge.
The number of valuations or manumissions which are daily taking place are

very great, in spite of the obstacles thrown in their way in too many instances.
I observe that the nompraedials, however, are for the most part freeing them-
selves. With all my efforts, I have been unable to get the list complete for the
quarter; but such as it is I send it home, and hope by the next packet to
complete it. There are seven magistrates who have not sent in their returns,
of whom two, it is supposed, have made none.

 

Enclosure in No. 208.
LIST of EN(I.OSURES in the Marquis of Sligo’s Despatch, 17th April 1836.

gNo. 1.)—Return of miles travelled and estates visited, &c. in the month of March 1836.
No. 2.)-—List of fines imposed on overseen, &c. during the month of February 1836.
(No. 3.)-—-List of fines imposed on overseers, &c. for the month of March 1836.
(Nos. 4 to 8.)——Conclusion of provision ground reports.
(No. 9.)—Mr. Facey, special magistrate, reporting the more conciliatory mode of conduct adopted by

the overseers, &c. ‘
(No. I0.)—Mr. Daughtrey’s report on improved conduct of negroes.
(No. ll.)—Mr. Davies, the special justice’s, denial of the truth of the evidence of Cadenhead on the

trial of Sloly, that he had ordered the women or any person on the tread-mill to be catted.
(No. :2.)——Some observations of Mr. Marlton on the iniquitous manner in which the valuations are

now ma e.
(No. 13.)—A copy of a letter I have received and not answered yet, as to sanatory restraint. I fear

nLuchdthat we shall have some trouble on this point; I wish it here so regulated that it could not be
a use .

(No. 14.)—-Mr. Davies's further denial of truth of evidence of Cadenhead.—S¢e No. 1 1. .
(Nos. 15 and 16.)——Mr. Kelly, of Falmouth, and the Rev. Mr. Knibb’s certificates of the truth of Mr.

Davies's statement.-—Sce 11 and 14.
(Nos. 17 and 18.)—Mr. Cocking’s explanation of his quarterly report, and enclosing this in reply to

my slip enclosed in that, requiring him to send further explanation.
(No. 19.‘)——Returns of valuations of apprenticeship made by the special magistrates, from the lst Ja-

nuary to the 3 let March 1836.
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' (No. l.)

RETURN 0f the Number of Miles travelled, Estates visited, &c. by the Special Magistrates of Jamaica,
for March 1836.
   

 

 

 

                            
    

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending \chk ending T O T A L3d March 1836. 10th March 1836. 17th March 1836. 24th Msuch 1836. 3151 March 1836. '
N A M M 2 . 2 . .2 . 2 . 2 0. z E , g 2 . _ 2 g . 2 g ' . 2 1‘ . E «2°‘ 1313;119:391-§€E3_3§S§.31;§ 2 9:3. 11s 3 199227 -=_:a=.': 722:: : =23?” 11-93 E 12-1,;111101511111 - 5 -; 98;; g '5 383-5 9 '3 33: a '5 333.2 E ‘E 38%? 5 '; E3 $5

.- n n o i a m a : __ z 0 1n 9 :‘1 a m 15% .1 m .° .5 .. .1 .1 i‘.

2 139$sz 1:143:42 £15554 2 1:13:25: §é§zfl 2 1:1 1:1ng
Alley, W. H. - - 56 8 3 § 63 10 6 § 116 13 11 § 96 9 § 92 12 10 § 423 52 30 109331.191, '1‘, J. - - 53 10 10 § 82 11 11 § 40 10 — 72 11 10 § No Return received. 247 39 39 4Baynes, E.D. - 48 10 7 — 52 1o 3 - 56 16 9 — 93 17 8 - 62 14 1o — 311 67 37 158Bell, W. A. - - 88 23 20 - 71 16 8 - 62 16 12 — 76 20 17 § 79 17 13 - 376 911 70 97Bourne, s. - - 131 6 3 § 66 11 6 § 44 1o 7 § 40 4 2 — 84 5 3 — 365 35 21 98Camaby, Wm. - 57 19 12 § 30 1 7 12 — 8 2 1 15 § 24 1 1 9 - 48 92 1 2 § 207 90 00 73Chamberlaille, R. jun. 78 13 19 § - Severe attack of Fever. — — - - — — - — - ~ 78 13 12 4CockingJL - . 85 22 92 § 77 18 16 § 81 23 22 § 64 10 10 § 90 22 19 § 397 95 89 12Cooper, R. S. - 41 13 10 § 52 15 13 § 61 17 12 § 57 19 16 § — Fever. — 911 64 51 30Daughtl‘ey, J. - 51 1 1 9 § 60 1 1 9 § 63 1 l 6 § — On leave. - 65 9 § 239 4a 30 1 8Davies, Thomas - 75 1 5 14 — 75 16 1 3 § 61 1 2 6 - 75 19 17 § 60 14 9 § 34" 76 59 37Dawson. J, K, - 57 13 1 1 — 34 18 17 § - 011 Ivuvc. — 67 10 8 - 30 18 11 § 188 59 47 55Dillon,T. A. - - 125 112 18 § 163 31 27 — 7o 13 13 § 137 15 12 — 125 ‘20 15 — 620 101 85 16Dunne, P. - - 41 11 9 § 84 20 15 — 84 no 14 § 56 11 6 — 70 19 15 6 335 81 59 53Ewart, D. - - 72 1o 8 § 74 11 10 § 66 8 8 § 53 8 5 § 49 8 7 § 314 45 38 19Fancy, 11.3. - - 76 18 10 — 66 5 § 105 15 6 — 79 11 4 — 117 18 15 § 443 63 40 6oFinlnyson, W. - 68 21 18 § — Fever — — On leave. _ 68 91 14 § 68 21 14 — 20.1 63 4b 8211111110111111, 11.3. - 59 15 s — 96 20 16 — 103 17 13 — 27 9 5 - 79 18 14 § 371 80 56 45Fyfe,A.G. - - 36 15 13 § 61 11 6 § 54 14 12 § - Ouleavc. — 64 15 3 — 215 55 34 51Gregg, a 71), . . _ .. _ _ _ _ .. - .111 1a 10 § 29 8 8 g {Re""1’§3i§;.°m'} 71 no 18 6Gurley,John . - 75 19 — 86 16 11 — 54 17 12 § 53 13 8 § 44 12 10 § 317 77 55 55GiHnm, W. - - Kingston. g —- M11.Waddingu1n arrived to succeed h1m.--Pay ceases. - -— - — — - - 36111111.]. w. - - 199 16 15 § 99 7 5 § 95 13 12 § 86 12 9 ' § 60 8 3 § 449 56 44 17Gordon, George - - — — — 54 13 1o - 80 16 12 § 78 13 8 — 72 m 10 . — 1184 58 44 36Hamilton, C. - - 78 22 15 § 62 20 15 § 82 9‘1 14 § 63 28 20 .. 81 24 19 § 365 116 83 4611111191111111- - 132 18 12 — 70 17 13 - 1311 19 11 - 90 19 12 5 136 19 8 - 530 92 56 121Hawkins,Charle1 - 81 21 19 § 66 110 17 - 63 20 14 - 51 16 12 — 59 16 9 - 320 93 60 50Higgins, (3, o, - 53 91 19 .. 67 93 18 — 51 20 15 § 78 25 18 § 59 1.111 18 § 310 112 88 51Hewitt, W. - - 122 92 22 § 97 12 10 § 50 6 5 — 33 3 7 § 115 ‘20 15 — 4‘39 ‘53 6° 19Hulme,J. R.- - 91 22 17 § 61 16 10 - - 011 leave. — 71 25 19 § 77 18 9 § 300 75 55 64Jones, '1‘. w. - - 91 9 7 - 6.1 18 11 § 57 13 6 § 59 15 10 § 99 12 9 — 360 0‘7 43 64Kelly, D. W. - 61 11 9 - 92 123 90 - 95 16 15 § 02 19 16 - 31 24 91 § 3.0! 93 8' 97Kent, Henry - - 79 19 11 § 90 19 12 § 65 lo 6 § 75 18 8 - 55 ll 8 § 36| 7 45 711.11111“, Henry - 80 23 13 — 79 17 1o — 73 18 14 § 77 19 15 — 79 17 16 § 388 4 73 38Lambert. R.s. - - On leave 111 Kingston. — 48 10 8 - 95 25 20 — 61 14 9 - 204 49 37 69Lloyd, Samuel - 112 14 11 - 118 16 14 -- 110 14 8 - 7 16 1:1 § 144 18 16 § 571 73 62 36Lyon, E. D. - - 92 11 5 § 36 8 4 § 62 10 8 § 34 12 0 § 105 l8 14 § 379 59 37 57Multon, W. F. - 80 9 6 — 109 8 7 ~ 71 7 2 - 72 10 5 § 90 1a 5 — 422 46 25 83M‘hod, A.N. . 39 11 6 § 55 18 14 § 24 13 7 § 68 13 10 § 53 21 17 - 230 81 6o 51Moresby, Henry . 5o 14 13 — -— District of Khwiton. - - — — - — - - — 50 l4 - 13 100Nolan,.|n111es- . 118 96 21 § 105 28 14 § 194 r33 23 § 99 93 19 § 113 23 23 9' 559 I33 .115 520dell,John - . 62 15 7 5 33 1o 6 § 30 1o 6 - 36 6 4 § 36 8 4 — 197 49 27 52011m, '1'. M. - 34 a - § 72 18 15 4 45 1o 6 - 54 11 8 § 53 14 11 — 248 55 4o 57Penna", R. C. - - Ver severe attack of Fever. ‘Philp,E.D. . . 37 17 {15 - 193 16 15 § 91 15 14 5 101 16 3 § 85 15 12 ,6 467 79 69 18Pryce, Samuel - 67 24 23 — 59 25 20 § 83 37 34 § 40 ‘21 19 — 30 37 31 § 323 1-H 127 87Ramsay, W. . . .. _ _ _ .. — .— - 011 Police dut).Rawlinson, S. - 55 18 16 § - Fever. - 44 14 14 § 58 90 I7 - 5' l7 15 - 908 69 62 3|Reynolds,10hn - 39 a 1 <5 80 17 14 § 103 15 14 § 88 13 H § 73 1' 10 § 433 58 5| 8Sowley, w. 11. - ~ Onleuve. — 67 12 16 — 76 24 19 — 51 14 12 — 64 22 18 — 158 8-2 65. 68St. John, R, - - - ._ .. _. .. — _ Sick: leave during the month.Thomas, J. n. - 52 17 11 — 53 15 9 - 64 23 17 - 513 1110 114 “I— 67 15, 129 . - 292 100 71 74

OI b—_' an! ‘ ' 1' llThompson, Robert - 58 11 4 - 18 9 5 § 63 13 1° - 6 911 at the Ea5.‘,:‘amf'a m 11110 } ‘38 33 19 45Walsh, Henry - 7o 16 1 1 § 103 23 17 - 78 16 12 - 63 16 15 § 80 13 1o -— 394 84 65 45Welch,A. . - 82 31 28 § 80 no 19 — 96 24 20 § 81 25 9.0 —- 133 23 21 § 372 123 108 16Willis,Geo1-ge - 63 10 7 5 64 16 10 5 7o 16 8 — 48 9_ - § 61 17 13 § 306 68 38 58
Woolfrys, John _ '34 31 26 § 109 30 95 —- 43 6 5 § -R Acc1denl - — - - - 986 67 56 2!.

emovmWiddmgtrm, H. - - — - — - - - - ~ - ' " { Portlalg1d lo} 61 14 9 " 6' 14 9 23Palmer. 111. A. 1.. . .. .. - — .. — — .. - - - - - — — - 76 3 2 — 76 3 a 4St. Thomas in the 1111111.

Tour. - - - 17,290 3.799 9,876 3,908 
Magistrates who have not inflicted Corporal Punishment are distinguished by this mark §.

 

In the week ending 3d March, 31 Returns without Corporal Punishment.
,, Ioth ,, 95 diuo - - - ditto.
,. 17th ,, 29 111110 . - 4 dmu.

.. 24111 ,. 27 111119 - - diuo.
,. 31.41 ,, 97 mm - — dim.

(sEgned) Sz’igo.1 £36..
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(No. 2.)

EXTRACT!!!) from the SPECIAL MAGISTRATES’ REPORTS received during the'Month of February 1836.

v f , '. Dhis‘o. D't't.Date. Place. 1:23;“. Complainant. Defendant. Complaint e I n .5 no

1836: . _ ..F {i ' he --Fined him 11. for SLJunel.Feb. 1 Montego Bay W. Cnmnby - Ameha Comm - Mr. Buchanan few g3? mng r 3 illcgll imprisonment.

. ' _ . - Groves - - Throwing his vic- Fined 10:. ~ - ,.Jan. 28 Hmlnymph , R. B. Face, Thomas Jackson overseer. , mall on the fire. FM 40

. . w'u' Rose . . . For administering 1 s. - - ,,
” 29 Richmond HI“ " Robert Plummer I 1am physic with violence.

- W'll' m Bu 3: - . Illegally confining Fined 20:. . - ,,Feb. 1 Montego Bay I’ Ann Bonnell l m rge in house of correction.

,, ,. Flower Hill - W.Fin|ayson -' SnndyCunuingham Mr. Crombie - For assaulting him - MnCl'omhie fined 31. ,,

,, ,, Dover Castle - J. Harris - Robert Murphy Jos. Linda - Assault and battery - Fined 31. - - -ih§hg:h€3:f

,, ,, Conn - - ,, William Grant - Alex. Allnnnch - Assault and battery - Fined 1 l. 105. - - _ ,,

Essex - - R. S. La-bert Peter Davies - John Grant - - - Defendant ordered 20:. to the King - St. Mary.
” ” complainant to be

- switched. 1" ed 5 C! d
' ' S M ' - Mrs. H hon - -- For heating her In a. . . aren on.,, 8 Spring Grove RChamberlame usanna om: y daughter, 10 years old.

” ,, Green Vale - J. W. Grant - CharlesRobertson George Rates - -: lIl"or striking him Fined 11. . - Manchester.
mt arope.

,
5 Boscobelle - W. Marlton - Maria M‘Donald George Roach . - - Assauhing com- To pay I fine of 409. St. Mary 3.

” plainant, and beating
her.

10 Middleton - s. Bourne - George White - Richard Barnes - - Locking up his wife Fined 2 l. - - St. Andrew.1»
without cause.

11 Ducket Spring R. B. Facey - Robert Scarlett - Henry Meheltens - - For kicking and Fined 20:. - - St. James.
" otherwise ill-uaing.
,, 13 Port Antonio - A. G. Fyfe - C. Wilson - J. Prudden - Not getting days - iélriined 6 dOIlarl.I-nd Portland.

- flys.

, ” Jean Andemn . John aniu - - - Severely switching Fined 51. - - n” " ’ her son.

- . - - A P k , James Fraser - - - Illegal coercion - - - Filled 611; 2L for Clarendon.I: 15 Ashley Hall J. Gurley Marynrllho13:56; the complainants were, each complmmm.

Cecilia Smith. confined at difi'erenl
periods within the last
10 days, without any
cause. F d I.

J h S b - ,, - - The com lainant inc 5 - -
” n u ” o n w: y was heat Indpkicked, ”

and then confined in
bilboas the whole of
the night of the 9th
instant.

,, 13 Rodney Hall - J. Harris - Liddy Young - Alexander Kerr - - Assault and false Fined 41. - - -- St.Thomas-
imprisonment. in-the-ane.” n ,, ,, Charla William: Charles Gordon - - Assault and false Fined 3 l. - - ,,
imprisonment.

"' ” Bluefields Court D. W. Kelly - Robert Beckford Gordon Owden - - - Putting him in Fined 303. - - ~ ~Wcstmote-
- confinement, and not land.

sending for special
justice.

,, 15 Industry - ,, Mary Ann - Miss Sarah Cowel! - - For striking her Fined 2 l. - . ,,
with a stick.

,, 20 Montego Bay \‘V. Cnmaby - - - JamesGriflith Mr. Jackson - - ~ Want of usual 21- - - Fine 103. on each St. James.
& Geo. Johnston. lowance of clothing. case ; and 10:. oneach

. _ - case, Kitty & Brown
Kitty 8‘ Brown ' ” (-In 5:??an heard heard on 8th inst. '

,, ,, Mandeville J. W. Grant - Helena Stewart - P. P. Duly - - - That her master - - Fined 51. and ad- Manchester.Court. would not give her monished.
lime to attend to her
child.

,, 17 Mount Success .7. Harris ~ James Davie: - James Falconer - Assault and battery - Fined 10:. - - o-St.’l‘homu-
in-the-Vale.u 22 Healthful Hill W. Momby - The Gmg- - ~ - —— Hendry, "Continually working Fined 10c. - - St.Gatherine’l.

overseer. gang after 4 o'clock.
,, 19 Lethe - . J. Odell - Eliza Cnmmim . Frederick Gore - - - For imprisoning "First charge not St. James.     plaintifi' for 24 hours

It one. time ptevions
to Christina, and for
ufusing to send usin-
anoe when delivered
of child.  proved ; fined 21. on

second.   
r
 

St. James - - - 11
St. Thomns-in-the-Vde - 5
St. Mary . - . 9
Clarendon - - — 5  

Manchester -
St. Andrew -
Portland - -

Westmoreland -
Trclnwny - -
St. Catherine -H

M
“

 

1

I

H
M
“

 

(signed)

LIST of Fwas imposed on Overseers and others during the Month of February 1836, by the Special Justices.

Eligo.
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(No. 3.)

Ex'rnAc'nzn from the SPECIAL MAGISTRATES’ Rnronrs received during the Month of March 1836.

Date. Place. Mfza‘tiag. Complainant. Defendant. Complaint. Decision. P Irish.

1836 :
Feb.” Mofl'ett - - E.B. Lyon - The Field Gang- Mr. Wiseman - - - Keeping them in the Fined 5-1. . - S_t.Thomns-

field above nine hours on in-the-Eut.
several occasions.

,, :4 Yovk Valley - T. A. Dillon - Ins. Cunningham 1.1-]. Reid, Esq. - - Switching plaintifi‘ Fined 4-0:. - - St. Ann.
without magistrates
sanction.,, 26 Old Yarmouth J.Gurley Wm. Bayley ‘ "Bernard M‘Do- For assaulting him - Fined 10:. - . Clanndou-

nald.
,, 27 Court - - J. R.Thomas . gm, . - JohnEm . . Beating complainant . Fined st. - - Trelawny-amlet - -

Forest - - 1
Mu. 3 Prospect Hall 8. Beam: Ned - - - LChevannes - - - Flogging them with a Fined 51. . ~ - - St.An-Wm. Notin - J strap. drew’a.Thos. Daly -

,, 5 Green Island R. Hooper Thos. Wilson - Alex. Davies . Assault - .. - Fined 20., . . Hanover.urt.
,, Montego Bay W.Carnaby - Eliza M‘Gnrth - MiuDeb. Cope. Switching complainant - Fined 203. - . StJnmel.,, 3 Lucky Valley J. Gurley - - Letitia Wild- Charles Dreiseke - - Imposing task-Work : Defendant to pay 31. Clarendon.man and Juliana the complainants were

Addison. compelled to labour from
Thursday morning to Sa-
turday 10 A. 3., through
the day and night, car-
rying trash while the
mill was about.

,, 6 - - Aberdeen C.Hawkim - Jane Young - Robert Nelson - - - For beating her. and - -Sentenced to pay a TWIN”!-Court. not giving clothing. line of 5!.
house or grounds, 61c.

,, 3 Kingston - H. Moresby - Daniel Bartolo - John Pinnock - -- Not giving proper Fined 2 dollar: - Kingston-
allowance.,, 9 ,, ,, Charlotte Quarry James King - Assault - - - Fined 21. ~ - n

,, 3 Argyle - - J. Odell George Clarke . James M‘Farlanc - - For striking plaintifl' Fined 20:. - — St- James.
with supple jack.

,, 7 5t. Ann’l Bay W. H. Sowley Sarah Cook - Ann Higgin - ~- For strapping her last Fined 15s. - - St- Ann’s.
week.

,, n ,. ,, Samuel Rose - John Hunt - For beating him - - Fined 8L ' - - n,, 9 Goshen . - H. Walsh - - R, Lang, con- - Geo.Middleton, - - For beating him over - - Bound over in the St- M317.stable. overseer. the head with I large sum of 1001. to keep
stick. the peace for six

months, and fined 51.,, 14 St. Ann's Bay W. H. Sowley John Chrystie - John Fulton - - - For striking him over Fined 5L - - St. Ann's.
the eye with a bayonet.

geziiOOAlgfxande' F [tin Jessie Alexander - £4 - — . St Tho--- - “y’anagan -°rwau 8JdO’Flaua . 1 —— j.,, 11 Williamsfield - J. W. Jones Nancy Mulligan Wm.AJlanack them. N113;y Mung?!“ _ 2 10 _ 3233-.
Celia Houry - Celia Huury - 2 10 - ' ac.

f. 10 - -
,, 17 Montpelier - R.B. Facey - W.Spence - SamuelSpenoe - For assault - - - Fined 26:. 8d. ‘ St. James.
,, 19 Montego Bay ,, Mary Field - Henry Rose - A violent asslult - - Fined 51. - - St- James.
,, 21 Onnge Field - Jamea Harris - Henry Braham - Henry Rees - Assault - - - Fined 90:. - -{ 5.555%:
,, ,. Rodney Hall - ,, Alex. Wild: - Mr. Allanack - Assault ~ - - Fined 10:. . - ,,
,, 24 Burrow Field- D. Ewart - - Bella Taylor Mr. Spinks - - - Confiningin cell oon- To pay 31. - - St.Thomu-and Molly. trary to the law. in-tthut.
,, ,, Worcester - W.Cumaby - Charles Campbell Mr. Thomson - Switching complainant - Fined 10:. - . StJamea.
,, 23 Montego Bay W. Finlayson - M. Lenan - - S. Corinnldi - ‘ il‘Flogging With 3 horse- Fined 51- — - »w 1p.
” 20 Spanish Town G. O. Higgins Cullefine Hinde Miss Colstaine . - - Beating 'her severely Fined 3 L - - - St. Cathe-

with a stick. tine.
n 29 Platfiéld - R. S. Iarhbert Robert Dixon - Pat.Kenney - - - Neglecting complain- 20:. to the King - St. Mary.

nut when locked up.
n 25 Chester - J.Gdell DecemberHylton George Drury - o-For striking with a Fined 4-03. - ~ St. James.

supple jack.
,. 24 Rose Hill - Manchester - Alex.’1‘homas - Mr. Samadn - False unst- - - Fined 40!. - - Manchester.  
] 66.

LIST of FINE! imposed on Overseers and others in the Month of March 1836.
 

r

St. James - - - 7 Trelawny - .
St. Thomn-in-the-East - 2 St.Andrew’s -
St.Ann - - - 4 Hanover - -
Clarendon - - - 3 Kingston - - 

St. Mary -

St. Catherine -
Manchester -“

fl
u
“

 

fl

- - 2
St.Thomas-in-the-Vale 6

-1
-1
 

(signed) Sligo.



JAMAICA.

350 " - PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION 01“

(No. 4.)

AN ACCOUNT of the State of the Grounds belongin to the Negroes on the following
Properties in the District of Special Justice Dunne, in the. Parish of St. David ; viz.-—~

Hill-side.—Grounds as well attended to as at any former period, if not better, and provi»
sions in abundance.

Clifton -
May Hall '-
Ultimatum -
Grove -
Mount Sinai
Arutully -.
Richmond Vale
Windsor Castle

The above concludes the account of properties in my district.

Same.

,,

,7

)1

,fi

1’

3,

ID

St. David’s, 23 March 1836. (signed) Pat. Dmme, s. J. 1’.

 

(No. 5.)

Ex'rnAc-r from Mr. Lambert’s Diary to 23 March 1836.

Richmond Estate.-Condition of negro grounds excellent, impossible ever to have been
better; supply of provisions abundant.

Char]ottenburgh.—Condition of negro grounds in every respect perfect; supply of provi-
sions plentiful.

Alleppo Estate.—-Negro grounds as above reported, in every respect.
Komgsbergw—Negro grounds inquired into; report favourable in all respects, better than

an previous time.
ontrose.——Negro grounds found in perfect order; great anxiety reported on the part of

negroes to kee them so; supply abundant.
Platfield.— egro grounds reported in excellent order; plentiful supply of provisions;

present condition never equalled.
Weyhill.—Negro grounds found to be in perfect condition, never equalled at any time;

supply plentiful.
Sue River.-_—Negro grounds reported, as in every preceding case, perfect in every respect.
Deeside.—Negro grounds in better condition than before the new law of lst August

1834; supply of provisions Ientiful.
Mount Patience.—All in ormation withheld with regard to provision grounds; but from

inspection they a pear in perfect condition.
Lewisburgh.—- 'egro grounds in similar order to the others throughout the district.
Orange River.—-Sup ly of provisions plentiful in the extreme.
Hopewell Estate.- egro grounds in better condition than before 1st August 1834;

provisions plentiful.
Essex Plantation.——Negro grounds reported as in excellent condition, exceeding that,

previous to Ist August 1834.
'Rose Hill.——Negro grounds in perfect condition, better than before lst August 1834;

supply plentiful.
New Port.-—-Negro grounds in very good condition, equal to previous to 1st August 1834;

provisions lentiful. ,
ILunfa.1— egro grounds in better state than before lst August 1834; supply of provisions
can u .

p Job’s Hill.—Negro grounds in perfect condition, equal to before 15: August 1834; supply
of rovisions abundant.

ew Ramble.—Negro grounds in good condition, better than before lst August 1834;
sugfly plentiful.

l eglblroke—Negro grounds equal in condition to previous to lst August 1834; supply
p entl u .

Leinster Pen.—Negro grounds equally well cultivated as previous to lst August 1834;
provisions abundant.
Rock River.—Negro grounds very well cultivated, as before, equally to 1st August 1834 ;

abundance of provisions.
New Port.—-Negro grounds in very much better order than before 1st August 1834;

plentiful supply of provisions.
lLtet¥_is‘b|11'gh.---Negro grounds in good order, equal to before xst August 1834; provisions

p enu u .
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PRO PERTIES.

 

Mount Concord
Mount Matthew's
Rent Caseley -
Carew Castle -
Hacker’s Hall -
Airy Mount
Boogy Ridge
Ragville
Springfield
Top Hill
Retirement
Louisiana
Retreat -
Mense -

JAMAICA,
(No. 6.)

REPORT of PROVISION GBOUNDS.—March 23, 1836.

Whether plenty of Provieions. Whether 22:13. :gsg4tlmn before

- - Plenty - - - - More than before.
- - ditto - - - . ditto. '.. - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - On this estate they have he provisions.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto.
- - ditto - - - - ditto. ,- - ditto - - - - - - Some on this estate have not much

provision.  
 

Upon most properties there are two, three or four individuals who do not perhaps cultivate theirgrounds as could be wished, but they are generally idle, depraved and dissolute, who perhaps havebeen captured after being “ run away ”
in‘having plenty for market and plenty for use.

for eighteen months or two years. All the others take a pride

(signed) T. Wat/rin Jones, 3. J.

 

(No. 7.)

REPORT on the State of Pnovxsxox GROUNDS in the District of Special Justice, Hanover, 1836.
 

Name of Estate. State of Provision Grounds. Nume of Estate. State of Provision Grounds.
 

Bachelors' Hall

Bamboo -

Barbican -

Beans -
Blue Hall -

Eaton -
Fisher -

Fathog Quarter

Flint River

Georgia ‘ -

Great Valley
Haddington

Haughton Court

Upper Hopewell

Lower d ittn  

- - This estate complains of
the apprentices working too
much ground.
- - Apprentices are working
their grounds well. and have
plenty of provisions.
- - Apprentices are working
plenty of ground, and have
abundance of provisions.
~ - ditto, ditto, ditto.
- - Apprentices are working
their grounds well, and have
plenty of provisions.
- - ditto, ditto, ditto.
- - Apprentices are working
very good grounds, and have
abundance of provisions.
- - Apprentices have good
grounds and plenty of provi-
sions.
- - A few apprentices only
working good grounds.
- - Apprentices not working so
much ground as formerly, but
still have plenty of provisions.
- - ditto, ditto, ditto.
~ - Apprentices are working
their ground well, and have
plenty of provisions.
- - Apprentices have very good
grounds, and plenty of pro-
Viswns.
- - Apprentices are working
their grounds well.

.- - ditto, ditto, ditto.  

Kew - - - - Apprentices are working
their grounds well.
- - This estate complains 0f
the apprentices working too
much ground.
- - This estate complains of
the apprentices working too
much ground.

Nevo Mills - - - Apprentices have plenty
of provisions.

Orange Cove ' - - - Apprentices are working
their grounds very well, and
have plenty of provisions.

Orchard - - - - Apprentices have plenty
of provisions.

Point - - - -Very good grounds; abun-
dance of provisions.

Prosper - - - - Apprentices working
very good gmunds.

Retrieves, Old - - Very good grounds;
Works. abundance of provisions.

Ditto, New Works - - ditto, ditto, ditto.
Richmond- - - - ditto, ditto, ditto.
Bailey’s - - --Provision groundsingood

order.
Round Hill - - - Apprentices are working

their grounds well.
Success - - - - Very good grounds ;

plenty of provisions.
Tryall - - - '- Very good grounds;

plenty of provisions.
Welcome - - - - Very good grounds ;

plenty of provisions.
Williamsfield - - 4 Very good grounds;

plenty of provisions. '

lMaggotty -

Musquito Cove
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(No. 8.)

My Lord, Windsor, Salt Gut P. 0., 23 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency, in reply to your Excellency’s secretary’s

demand for a correct return, that the apprentices in my district are cultivating more pro-
visions at this moment than ever was known in the “ yokes of bondage;” one man cul-
tivates now as much as four in ancient days. I have also to bring under your Excellency’s
notice that they now plant cofl'ee, ginger, 8L0. Their houses are nice and clean, and they
are improving the buildings in addition to nicely furnishing them.

I have every sanguine opinion that can be collected from even apprentice owners that
such happy omens will tend to the welfare of every honest and loyal landowner in this island,
and that, as I have long since said, by attention and care the apprentices will hereafter
apli‘reciate a good master, and stick to his interest in the days of absolute freedom.

hey now fully appreciate kindness from their masters, “ wherever they receive it.”
write this information after taking some weeks to elicit the information with my own

eyes. I have, 8w.
To the Marquis of Sli o '8L0. 8L0. Sic. g ’ (Signed) Henry Walsh, 8. M.

(No. 9.)
My Lord, Montego Bay, 22 March 1836.

I AM glad to observe that the crop is very forward, the people perfectly tranquil and
industrious. On Roehampton estate they took off eleven hogsheads of sugar with ease,
and should the weather continue fine, will improve the next: on all estates they are
behaving quite well; of course there are exceptions, but of no consequence.
The managers begin to find it their interest to couciliate, and I am glad to state that

complaints against them are not now so frequent as they used to be.

To the Marquis of Sligo, ' I have, 8m.
8m. 8Lc.&c. (signed) R. B. Facey, 5. J.

(No. 10.)
My Lord, St. Elizabeth, 5th April 1836.

THE. uniformity of proceedings in this district, and the absence of serious crime, deprive
me in a great measure of subjects for weekly remark. I would observe, however, that this
state of things does not divest me of employment.
My stated visits are of course independent of the well or ill doing of the apprentices,

and as their anxiety to do right increases, they resort to me to keep them from doing wrong.
Time was when they did wrong and then came to the magistrate to get them out of the scrape;
now (as I have taught them) they rather suffer wron ,and come afterwards to me thatI may
see what was perhaps partially wrong corrected. 1 hey come, too, with a civility and sub-
mission that can scarce] be exceeded. I talk to them as quietly and calmly as I would to
a friend in a parlour. ‘hey really seem often to appreciate the feeling, and to respond to
it. I am struck with the quickness of their perception, and their advancing civilization.
I shall soon, I trust, have to hear testimony to their improved morals, as well as manners.
Most of them now understand not merely my words but my very looks.

I often wish their managers generally had half the ascendancy over them; a few perhaps
have this, and I hope the means of attaining it are coming more into repute with the rest.

To the Marquis of Sligo, I have, Ste.
8w. 8m. 8w- (signed) Jno. Daughtrey, s. J.

(No. 11.)

Sir, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 4th April 1836.
IN answer to your letter of 29th instant, No. 2,078, and relative to my sanctioning cor-

poral punishments in the house of correction, Falmouth, I beg to say that I gave no such
orders, and on my hearing that such was the case, I went to the house of correction and
asked Mr. Sloly, the workhouse master, in, I believe, the presence of Mr. Hill, by what
authority he did so, and that I neither had nor could give him any such power, and if I am
not much mistaken, he said at the time he did not desire his authority from me.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. I am, 8w.

(signed) Thomas Davies, 5. .1.

(No. 12.)

EXTRACT of a LETTER received from Mr. Mm-Zton, No. 3,301, dated 5th April 1836.

I WISH I could speak as satisfactorily about the valuation returns. I am sorry to say,
my Lord, that it appears to me, the magistrates are disposed to place an exorbitant yalue on
the semces of the apprentices when applying to purchase their discharge, amounting to a

‘ prohibition
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prohibition of that great boon under the abolition law. It is not fair, my Lord, towards
the apprentice: unfortunately my only remedy is to refuse my consent, which does not
much serve the apprentice: they are apt to blame me in the business. Two local magis-
trates easily carry the point against one special justice. Your Lordship will observe in the
two cases of valuation on Saturday, we took 181. 13s. 4d. as the mean of three opinions.
Eliza Lewis was very angry at the valuation, and told me 1 valued her high purposely to
prevent her going free. .

I earnestly hope some law will be passed to protect the apprentices, for I am satisfied
the magistrates are valuing in this quarter much higher than formerly, on some combinedopinion.

 

(No. 13.)

My Lord, St. Thomas-in-the-Vale, Charlton, 3 April 1836.I AM desirous of gaining information as to the rules, restrictions and internal regula-tions which ought to be observed, and which the law would consider legal and binding, inthe various hospitals on the diflerent roperties. The managers and others contend thespecial justices have no right to inter ere with the internal reguiations and management ofthe hospitals, but that they are solely under the management of the medical practitioners.The doctors, as far as I can collect, in cases of ulcers in the lower extremities, fevers,and other maladies which in their judgment require the sanatory restraint of confinementnight and day, direct that the patient should be locked up in the hospital, to be properlyattended to, and to prevent the prejudicial effects of the night air and the long night walkswhich the negroes are generally in the habit of takino'. All this I conceive to be very pru-dent and very salutary, and the medical gentlemen should be left to the full and free useand exercise of theirjudgment and discretion in imposing all such necessary restraints andsanatory regulations in any and every case which to them may appear proper; butI do notbelieve that in any one instance (and I have doubts whether it would be competent for themso to do) have the medical gentlemen given unlimited and unqualified directions and per-missions to the managers to have all persons indiscriminately, who apply for admission tothe hospitals, locked up and confined in those places night and (lay, immediately on theirapplying for such admission, before the doctor sees them as well as after, and until thedoctor declares them fit to leave the hospital, and discharges them accordingly; yet I verymuch fear that such is the course pursued by most, if not all the overseers, with the additionof giving them a small portion of time morning and evening to attend to their sores andto collect their food. In cases of serious illness every attention and every kind of nourish-ment is bestowed and given, but in ordinary cases, I fear, that it' the inmates can supplythemselves with food or procure it otherwise from their friends or acquaintance, well andgood, but it is considered no specific duty on the part of the managers to see that this classof patients get their food from their own or others’ resources, and in failure of which tosupply them with meals at the expense of the property; and yet the small modicum oftime, twice a day (as above alluded to), is only allowed and considered sufficient for thepurpose, as well of cleansing their sores as for the procuring of food; and the patients arerequired to submit to be locked up night and day, whether the doctor orders it or not, untilthey are discharged, and if they do not, they are brought up before the special magistrateand charged with it as an ofl‘ence, and the magistrate is expected to punish. The subject
on which I have been writing has for some time been a source giving rise to doubts as tothe legality of the manner in which hospitals were conducted. In cases where the medical
attendant had Specifically prescribed the sanatory restraint of confinement night and dayfor a particular individual labouring under a specific ailment, I have considered it my duty
to enforce the directions of the doctor in this respect, and have punished (though but
slightly, locking up for a short time) the individual who would not remain in the hospital;
but in cases where the medical attendant has not directed that restraint (on a particular
individual) on the full and free use and exercise of his natural liberty, I have always with-
stood the application of the manager to Eunish for disobeying aniorder to be locked up
night and day, particularly at night, in the 05pital. I have long Wished for advice in this
matter, but. want of time has always prevented me from-drawing up a case; but a circum-
stance occurred on Tuesday evening last (29th March) in which I declined to interfere, and
which is the immediate cause of my addressing your Excellency on the subject.
Mr. Allan, the overseer of Byndloss, brought up before me a stout, hale, hearty-looking

Woman, who had a few small pustules on the upper part of her arm, apparently caused by
afull habit of body, which had been neglected and were augmented to little .sores; the
doctor had seen her and prescribed that the Sores should be touched with caustic, and the
usual healing plaister applied, but not: a word about being locked up either night or day H!
the hospital; Mr. Allan had ordered her to he lacked up in the hot~house on the Monday
evening, and to remain there until discharged. The woman feeling that'nothing was the
matter with her, and preferring the comforts and accommodations of her own house and
the society of her relations and acquaintanCes, refused to go .Into 'the hot-house to be
locked up, and on Tuesday morning also declined being detained. In the hot—house, but
went to the field and performed a day’s good work; under these Circumstances I did not
consider the order of the overseer as a lawful one, and did not entertain the case. The
conduct wished to be pursued by the managers is attempted to bejustlfied by them on the
ground that it would be productive of good result both to the apprentice himself and the

-1 (56. ' property;

JAMAICA.
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property; to himself, if sick, his recovery would be much facilitated, and to the property,
by preventing any from pretending Indisposition (which is too frequently the case, to avoid
labour), and by the speedy restoration to labour of the sick; but, on the other hand, it
might be placing a dangerous power in the hands of managers to permit them to confine
patients without the express orders of the doctors, and there might be many cases, in tny
opinion, such as the present one, where the doctor would not consider confinement neces-
sary, and consequently would not direct it.
As the matter appears to be thus unsettled, I pray to be advised whether the medical

attendant would be justified in framing any rules and regulations he might please for the
regulation of the hospital and the treatment of the patients therein, and more particularly
if such medical attendant could give unlimited and unqualified directions to managers to
have all persons who allege themselves to be sick to be locked up in the hospital night and
day immediately on their applying for admission, before the doctor sees them asbwell as
after,‘ and until the doctor discharges them.

I feel satisfied that it would be quite illegal in the manager confining a patient night and
day unless the doctor gave a Particular direction to that effect, or unless he could and did
give general unqualified sanction.

 

_ I am, 82c.
To the Marquts of Sligo, . (signed) James Harris, 8. J.

8m. 8m. 8w.

(No. 14.)-
My Lord Marquis, Highgate, St. Mary’s, 11 April 1836.

I HAVE the honour to write your Excellency in reference to letter of the 9th instant,
that I have not .at any tune given Mr. Sloly, su ervisor of the Trelawny house of
correction, any authority for him to enforce penal about by using the whip on female
a rentices.
PP I have, kc.
To the Marquis of Sligo - .

8&0. 8m. 8w. ’ (Signed) Thomas Dames, 5. J.

(No. 15.)
My Lord, Falmouth, 12th April 1836.

As it is likely, from the newspaper reports in thecase of the King o..S‘loly, for an assault
upon Jane Reid, suspicion may arise that Mr. Justice Davies gave posmve orders to inflict
the cat upon females sent to the tread-wheel, I beg leave to state, for your Lordship’s
information, that he was always of my opinion that it was cruel and disgraceful. On one
occasion Mr. Hill, Mr. Davies and myself were present, when the former observed that it
was unauthorized by law, and advised Mr. Davies as special magistrate to put a stop to it,
as he might be accused of countenancing such a violation of the abolition law; his
influence was used, and so was mine, to no effect, as Sloly was determined to continue and
to laugh it off, and the impression left on our minds then was, that no person holding a
subordinate situation could continue to perform an act so cruel and contrary to law, had
he not advisers on whom he placed more confidence than the visiting magistrates; but
relying that he would not after that day be guilty of further misconduct, to my great
surprise I was a day or two afterwards informed by the Rev. Mr. Knibb, that the flogging
was still continued, and begged my interference as a local magistrate. 1 then waited upon
Mr. Davies, who instantly went with me, accompanied by Mr. Roger Davies, also a magis-
trate, and made the written order in the book of the house of correction. Mr. Cadenhead’s
evidence being at variance with these facts, I have been led by a sense of justice to
Mr. Davies to say, unsolicited, that he pointed out to Mr. Sloly the impropriety of his
conduct, and that he used his best exertions, united with mine, to suppress it, and it was in
consequence of Mr. Sloly’s determined conduct that the order for its discontinuance was
written in the strong terms which your Lordship, on reference to the report of the house
of correction of the 27th June 1835, will perceive was made in my handwriting and signed
by Mr. Justice Davies, Mr. Roger Davies and myself. I think it unnecessary to make any
further remarks, as your valuable time may be encroached upon, relying that the statement
of facts will remove any improper impression that may be entertained against Mr. Justice
Dawes. I have, 8w.

(signed) John Kelly. J. P. for Trelawny.

P. S.—I enclose a letter from Mr. Knibb, which your Lordship may use at discretion.
To the Marquis of Sligo, Ste.

(No. 16.)
My dear Sir, 10th April 1836.

WITH much pleasure, in reply to your request, I inform you that when I interested myself
in the case of Catherine Reid and others, who were flogged on the tread-wheel, that in the
first instance I went to Mr. Special Justice Davies, that he assured me that it was without
his orders or knowledge, and that be instantly accompanied me to the house of correction,
from which I was rather unceremoniously told to depart. It is merely justice to him
which makes me send you this communication.

~ I remain, 8Lc..
John Kelly, Esq. (signed) W. Knibb.

 



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 355

(No. 17.) JAMAICA.
6th April 1836. -—

Mn. COOKING has remarked on the increased idleness of the free children of St. James’s:
and the. necessity of an institution by Government of schools. I am under thejimpressionthat there are several in his neighbourhood, and to prevent misapprehension, I request .toknow whether there are not the following:
A Sunday and a day school at Mr. Blyth’s, with a regular schoolmaSter and his wife to dothe business.
At Cornwall another similar institution, under Mr. Waddell’s management.At Lima another, under the direction of Mr. George Gordon, the attorney.
At Marley a Sunday school, under Mr. Smith the curate’s charge. 1Should these exist, surely there is not only apparent but real means furnished forimproving their minds and teaching them industrious good habits, the existence of whichMr. Cooking seems to deny.

(signed) Sligo.
 

(No. 18.)
My Lord, St. James, 1 1th April 1836.I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter of the 7thinstant, covering your Excellency’s slip, No. 2,21 1.

Respecting the remarks which I made “ on the increase of idleness among the freechildren in my district,” I did not intend to insinuate to your Excellency that there wereno schools to teach them to read and write; there is one at Hampden, Cornwall andMarley; none at Lima; and I believe that the children who attend them are improving verymuch in the art ofreading and writing, but they are not brought up to industry,in any shape,during the intervals of hours when not at schools; what I wished to convey to your Excel-lency was, that schools of industry might be established to combine both education andhandicraft pursuits, on the principle of those established in England. The free childrenare now progressing in years and numbers, and if they are not brought up to industry erethey reach the age of puberty, I fear that they will not make good members of society.I know a number of estates where the children do not go to school ; however, in abouttwo weeks I will be enabled to inform your Excellency of the names ofestates from whencechildren go to school, and those that do not.

 

 

 

         

To the Marquis of Sligo, I have, 850-
8Lc. 8m. 8w. (signed) R. Caching.

(No. 19.)

ABSTRACT of Vatuuxons of APPRENTICED Luommns, lst January to 3tst March 1836. ‘

NAMES or MAGISTRATES. v'ii’lt'd. Paid. Notpaid. NAMES or MAGISTRATES. vmgfl' P.5d. Not paid.

Baynes, E. D. - - - 4. 4. — Fishbourne, E. E. - - 6 2 4.Davies, Thomas - - 1 1 7 4 Finlayson, W. - - . 10 4 6Gordon, George .- - 1 - 1 Fyfe, A. G. - - - 7 7 -Lloyd, Samuel - - - 9 7 2 Grant, J. W. - - - 1 _ 1
Thompson, Robert - - 21 16 5 Hewitt, William - - .3 2 ._Moresby, H. . - - 9 8 1 Harris, James - - - 11 6 5Thomas, J. R. - - — 16 14 9 Higgins, G. 0. - - 5 3 3Kent, Henry - . - 4. 2 2 Laidvlaw, Henry - - 7 6 1Hamilton, C. - - - 3 2 l Odell, J. - - . 3 2 1Daughtrey, John - - 9 - 9 Phil?» 15- D- - - - '81 17 4Cooper, R. S. - - - 8 5 3 Reynolds, J. - - - 5 5 ._Carnaby, William - . 9 6 3 St. John, J. H. - ~ 1 1 ..Bell, W. A. - - - 7 7 - Sowley, W. H. . - 5 3 2
Woolfrys, John . - 4. 4. - Walsh, Hemy . . 10 6 4Nolan, James -. - - 1n 7 5 Welch, A. - . . 7 7 _Dunne, Patrick - . - 15 6 9 Willis, George - . 6 5 1Hulme, J. R. - - . 19 7 m Alley,rW. H. - - - 4. 4 ..Hawkins, Charles - - 1 1 9 ‘ 2 Lyon, E. B. - - - 22 20 2Marlton, W. F. - - - 19 9 10 Jones, T. W. - - - 3 ... 8Kelly, D. w. . . - 8 7 z M‘Leod, A. N. - - I 1 _Pryce, Samuel - - - 16 10 6 Facey, R. B. - . . 8 5 3Rawlinson, S. - - - 6 5 1 Gurley, John - - - 5 4 1Bourne, S. - - - 5 2 3 ..
Cockiug, R- ° ' ' 4 3 l 335‘ 261 124Dillon, T. A. . - - 6 4 2 5.“,____;Dawson, J. K. - - - 1 - ,, 1 335

—W

No valuations made by Messrs. Lambert, Ramsay, Chamberlaine, Oliver and Waddington.
166. t t ..
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RETURNS of VALUATIONS of APPRENTICESHIP made by the Special Magistrates, from the lst of January

to the 31st of March 1836.
 

   

 

BAYNES, E. D.: f:- 8- d- .
Catherine M‘Cnlloch - Mountain-river - St. John - non-pmdial 42 - - paid.
Louisa. AuFisher - . Mount-pleasant - — —- 27 5 8 —
Ann Tulloch - - - Sarah Aswell - - —- —- '1 13 4 —
Robert Tull - - - - —— - —— — 11 13 4 _

DAVIES, THOMAS: .
Sarah Jackson - - Tremolesworth - - St. Mary’s - predial - 44 - - pald.
William Jacks - - Clonmell - - - — — 33 "’ - —
Helen Jacks ~ - - - — - — —— 33 - ~ —
Margaret Hislop - - Nonsuch - - - —- non-praedial 20 — — not paid.
Daniel Leish . - - Moore-hall - - — —- 30 - - -—
Heqry Moore - . - — . — pradial - 25 — - . .—
Elizabeth Greenland - Agua—alta~va1e estate - —- non -pra.=dial l 5 - - paid.
Mary Green - - - Nonsuch - - - -- praadial - 4o - - no-t paid.
Elsie Clarke - . - Islington - - - -— -— ‘24 " ' Paid-
Ann Roper - - - Eliza M‘Farlaue - — — ‘20 - - ——
Susanna Roper - - - — - — — 20 - - -—

GORDON, GEORGE, Jun.:
James Johnson - - Leicester-field estate - Clarendon - praedial - 182 - — not paid.

LLOYD, SAMUEL: '
Elizabeth Satterall - - Cedar-valley - - St. Andrew pradial - 39 - — pald.
Sally Roberts - - Arabella Booth - —- non-praedial 95 - - —_
Daniel - - - - Rev. A. Campbell - — 1—- 20 - - not paid.
Thomas Mure - - Joseph Gordon - - -— praadial - 26 13 4 paid.
Lucy Campbell - . Temple-hnll ~ - - — 44. — - ._
Anne Daly - - - John Mais - - —- — 35 - - ‘-
Fancy Ponnet . - - — - - _. 15 .. _ __
Susanna Brown - - Joseph Gordon - - -— — 20 — — —.
Milly Morgan - - John Mais - - - —- 43 6 8 30‘ Pa'd'

Tnomrsov, ROBERT:
Susan Williams - - Salt-spring-pen - - St. Elizabeth nou-przedial 30 - - paid.
Isabella Smith - - Fonthill estate - - —- —-- 30 - - --
Harriet Royal - - Luana-pen - - — praedial - 32 - —- —
Amelia A. S. James — Newell-pen - - - non-praedial 3o —- - —
John Tennaut - - J. W. Scarlett - - —— — ‘ 50 — - —
Peter Tennant - . - —- - -— —_ 25 - - _.
Henry Tennant - - - —- - —- _- 25 - — __
Mary Jones - - - - — - -— —— 20 — - —
Joseph Corat - - - - —- - — — l5 - --
Francis Tennant - - - —- - — — 33 — — not paid.
Catherine Watson - — - — - — —- 20 - - —
Thomas Duly - - Thomas Bennett - -- pradial - 44 3 4 paid.
Henry Palmer - - - —- - —— -— 44. 3 4 -—
Mary Bennett - - - — - — — 32 - -— —.
Francis Campbell - - Isaac Levy - - — —~ 30 - - not paid.
Susan Gibbs - - - - —- - — — 30 - _ —-
James Dennis - - Salt-spring-pen - - — — 60 - - pald.
James Gale - - - - -— - — -— 23 7 1 1 _
Mary - - - - John M‘Intyre - - -— non-praadial 19 6 8 —
Jack - - - - - — - -— — 16 8 9 —-
Henrietta . - - Francis Sandcroft - --— —- 21 - - not, paid.

Mons“, HENRY :
Mrs. Warren - - - Mr. Tongue - - St. Catherine domestic - 44 - - paid.
Priscilla - - - Nancy Skyers - - — — 25 - " '—
Allen Mitchell - - Ellis Caymanas - — -- hd watch- 77 - - —

man
Elizabeth Wiltshire - Mr. Mather - - Kingston - domestic - 16 - — ——
Eliza M‘Farlane - - M. Mordecai - - -- — 20 - - not paid.
Nelly Byfield . - Robert Graham - —— — 20 - - paid.
Edward Edie - - - Johanna Roberts - Port Royal - przdial - 5o — -— --
Mary A. Holditt - - J . P. Da Costa - - Kingston - domestic - 5 6 8 -—
Elsy W. Frankson - - J. Martindale - - -— — — 10 -,~ —-

THOMAS, J. R.:
Mary Ann Arnold - - Orange-valley - - Trelawny - prmdial alt. - 2| 9 — paid.
George W. Rickeus - Eliz. Clarke,I“almouth -— non-prwdial - 5 - '—    
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SPECIAL . The Estate. ‘ tht ValueMAGISTRATES. N‘m’e °f App'em'ce' or Master’s Name. PARISH CLAsS‘ Awarded.

THOMAS, J. R.—continucd. £. 3. d.George Spence - - JaneCampbell,Falmouth Trelawny - non prmdial 3O - -Rachael Winter - - Irving Tower - - — —_ 15 - -Chr. Cunningham - - Roslin~castle - - ._ prwdia} attd 36 - —Richard Brown - - Carrick-foyle - - .. _ 48 — —Eliza Reid - - - Epsom-pen - - _ _. 34 ' - -Sarah White ~ - - Oxford - - - ._ no’n-prazdial 19 6 8Elizabeth Wood - - Hague - - - ._ _. 1o — -George Tenison - - R. Davis, Falmouth - —- — 4o - -Rebecca Williams - - J. Davis, Lichfield-pen —- _. 13 6 8Samuel Meredith - - W. R. Grizzle ~ - — — 25 — -Robert Clarke - - Miss Judith S. Hine - —- —— 42 -— -Susan Richard - - Orange~valley - - — -— 23 6 8Mary Jenkins - - Hampshire-pen - — -- 3o — -Margaret Blair - - Louisa Ellis, Falmouth —— -—- 15 - -

KENT, HENRY:
Maria Rock - - - - Mount Teviot - - St. David . non-praedial 34. 6 8Samuel Barnett - - Mount Hybla - - Port Royal - prwdial - 50 l 1Rosanna Gardiner - - Chester-vale - - _ -— 20 12 3Mary Lumbey ' - - Clifton-mount - - St. Andrew — 53 - —

HAMILTON, 0.:
Ann Devaney - - Green valley plantation Port Royal - predial . 26 13 1 1 5-Ann Rodney - - Sarah S. Dickson - St. David . — — 38 - -Rosanna Watson - Little Hope - - Port Royal - ——. 29 — 7

DAUGHTREY, JOHN :
James Williams - - Brighton - - - St. Elizabeth - - praadial, 60 - -

carpenterCathetine Urquhart - Longwood - - —- prmdial - 45 - -

Coornn, R. 8.:
William Charles Morris - Anthony Davis - Hanover predial - 78 - -Richard Innes - . Green-river estate - ._ -- 18 18 4Rachael Myrie . - - - —- - —— _ 59 15 7Mary Munroe - - - — - — non-pradial 6 12 6Eliza Brown - - - Industry estate - - _ pradial - 20 18 4Phillippa Lawrence - Eardley ditto - - — — 20 18 4.Alexander Fraser - - Prospect ditto - - -— non-praadial 16 2 2 }Jane Morrison - - Eardley ditto - - — —— 15 - -

CARNABY WILLIAM:
Mary Reed - - - Worcester estate - St. James - non-predial 33 4 6Humphry Dodd - - Hampton ditto - - — praedial and 90 - -Eliza Hall - - - Irwin ditto - - — -— 46 1 4John Lynch - - - Hampton ditto - - —- - - praedial 84 2 3

and carpenterGeorge King - - - Heirs of Thus. Pedlar — predial unatt.d 41 4 6Susan Mortyn - - Irwin estate - - —- non-praedial 25 6 8Rosey Kerr - - - - - Hugh Patrick, Bu] — - - non-prae- 6 17 2
estate dial, under 12Eliza Morris - - - Mrs. John Evans - —- non-praedial 27 18 5Joseph Bowen - - Joseph Bowen, Esq. - — -—- 31 6 3

BELL, Wu. ANTHONY:
Christiana Robertson - Barton estate - ~ St. Elizabeth non-pmdial ' ‘20 - -Margaret Robertson - - — - — —- 23 6 8Rosey Rankin - - - — . —- — 1 13 4Jane Taylor - - - Lancaster estate - — -— 13 6 8Evelina Dunkley - - Miss Vassal - - _. — 11 16 8Rachael Eaton - . - Mexico estate - - — predial att" 9 - -Robert Roe - - - Margaret Roe - - — non-przedial arrangement.

Woonnvs, JOHN: ‘
Elizabeth Reid - - Robert F. Coombs . St Ann praadial - 47 2 3Mary Perkins - - Castle-Daly - - — — 4.7 9 3
Ann Vernon - - - Belmont - - - —- nou-predial 5o 15 -George Vernon -- - - —- - — predial - 17 13 4

NOLAN, JAMES:
' E'u'zabeth Lewin - . Braziletto - - Vere - predial - 20 - -Juliana Ann Ward - - River-side - - — non-praadial 30 - -
Ann Denny - . - Amity-hall - - — -— 16 13 4
Elizabeth (z‘oulding - Springfield - - — pradial - 60 — —-Arabella M‘Niel . - Ashley-hall - - —— non-pradial 50 - -Nancy Henry - - Bog - - - — pradial 64 - —

:66 .
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SPE IAL . The Estate, Net! Value _

MAGIS'IQRATES; - Name 0‘ Apprentice. - or. Master's Name. PARISH. CLASS. Awarded. If Paid or M"

NOLAN, JAmns—continued. . £. a. :1.
Edward Bennett ’- .., Pusey-hall — - Vere - - non-praedlal 56 - - paid.
Hem'y Lewin - - Sutton’s-pasture - —- predinl . - 7 8 - - not paid.
Mary Ann Donaldson - Bog - - - — nonopraedlal 43 - - ~—
Sophia Charlton - - Paradise - - '- — prmdlal - 70 - — paid.
Nelson Harris .- - CaSWdI-hill - - —- —- 102 - - not paid.
Peter Ambler - - Amity-hall - - — -- 64 — - —

Dunn, Pumcx : .
Jane Holgate - - - Leith-hall estate - - St. Thomas- non-praadlal 33 6 8 not paid.

_ in-the-East
Cecilia Fisher - - Eolus-valley ditto . St. David - — 33 6 8 paid.
Susanna Carr - . - -— - —- predial - 45 — — _
Hegary Wilkie - - Robert Law . - - uon-praadial 28 19 9 _.
Violet Wilkie - - - — - — -- 20 - - -—
W.,l-l. Scudder - - Norris’s estate - - —— —- 16 - - .—
Ellen Brands - - Reserve - - - Trelawny - -- 16 2 3 __
Francis Walker - - Belle Clair estate - St. David’s predial - 35 6 8 not. paid.
Eleanor Walker - - - — - — — 47 9 4 -—
Andrew Campbell - - - — - — -—carp’ 84, 10 — ._
James Wilson - - - Richmond-vale estate —— -—mason 84. 10 - ..
George Harper - .. . _ . ._ _ 52 _ _. _
Priscilla Rae - - - - -— . —- — 28 17 9 _.
Martha Burgher - - - -- - — -— 49 2 3 ....
Charles Harper - . - —— — -— — 23 2 3 .—

vaua, J. R.:
Susan Pickering - - Cous’in’s-cove - - Hanover - non-praedial 27 - - not paid.
Walter Barnes - - Tr'yall - - - —- praedial - 76 — — _
Sarah Hobson' - - Barbican - - - - non-pladial 27 — - paid.
Duncan Cameron - - Retrieve old works" - —, —- 20 - - —
Susan Young‘ - - Point - - - —- praedial - 58 10 - not paid.
Phillis Reid - - - G. R. Johnson, Esq. - — non-predial 33 6 8 _.
Mary Dehaney - - Kew - - - — praedial - 39 —- - paid.
Rebecca Mason - - Woodchurch - - - non-prz—ndial 3o - -- —
Elizabeth Sultan - - - — - —- — ll — — -—
Edward Chambers .. - Prosper - - - — — 33 6 8 —
William Chisholm - - Bachelor's-hall - - —- — l4 8 1 1 not paid.
A. Chisholm - - - - -— - -— — 14 8 u --
J. B. Chisholm - - - -— - — — 1 I - - --
Robert Chisholm - - - -— - -- — 11 — — -—
E. C. Bower - - - - -—- - -- — 1 l — - .—
Jane Cameron - - Retrieve old works - —- — 29 — - —
Abigail Lyon - - Haughton-court - - -— . 29 — — —
Rebecca Allan - - Georgia - - - — prmdial - 28 — — -
William Cowan - - Fnt-hog quarter - '-— non-praedial 9 13 4. paid.

HAWKINS, CHARLES:
John James - - - Lancaster - - Trelawny - non-pradial 36 - - paid.
Richard - - - Mahogany-hall - — — 17 i7 10 —
Julian Carr - - - Dover-casde - - -- — 26 13 4. not paid.
James Gardner - - Georgia - - - — — 41 13 4 ——
Alexander Rattray - - Braco - - - -— praadial - 73 6 8 paid.
Mary A. Murdoch - ~ Stewart—castle - - —- uon-praedial 24 n 8 —
John Cooper - - - Miss Cooper - - — pradial - 58 17 3 -—
Rosetta Sadling - - Hyde estate - .- — — 47 18 n ——
John Bainbn'dge - - Arcadia - - - —- — 103 14 9 —
Jane Gentile - - - Nightingale-grove - — non-praadial 24. u 8 —-
Elizabeth Giles - - - - - — predial - 49 18 4 -—

MAnL'rox, WrLLnM F.:
Julian Wilson - - Jane Ewers - - St. Mary - non-praedial 24. - - not paid.
Jane Oldaker - - Albion - - - -— — 29 - - — paid.
Henry Forbes - - Richmond-green - -— pradial unatt.‘l 54 - - not paid.
Frances Murray - . - _ - _ _ 42 .. _ __

Sarah Ellison - - Wm. A. Clements . —- non-praedial 26 13 4 —
Milly Taylor - - - New-hall - - — — 19 6 8 paid.
Jane Moncriefl'e - - - —- - .._. _ 99 .. _ _.
Amelia Muncriefi‘e - - - —- . -— —. 29 — — —-
Bella Cameron - - - -- - _. _ 16 g 3 _
Robert Cameron - - - —— .. —. .— 16 g 3 _
Harriet Quinlan -: - Wentworth - - — przedial att‘l 25 10 - not paid.
Patience Hamlet - - - —- - —- _ 37 u 1 ——
531115 Naggs - - - - — - —- — I7 6 8 paid.
Eleanor Brown - - Pembertonwalley - — non-pradial 18 13 4. -
Peter Neil - - - - —- - — praedial an.“ 92 8 1| not paid.



 

SPECIAL
MAGISTRATES. Name of Apprentice.

   
MA nL'rON ,WILLMM F.-—continued.

Annetta Montague - .
Phyllis Williams - -
John Williams - -
Patrick Lewis Northover

KELLY, DANIEL Wmmm:
Ellen M‘Donald -
Eleanor 'l‘omlinson
Alic Davis -
Edward Clarke
Sarah Samuels
Charles Beckford
Ann White -
Ann Rotten -

PRYCE, SAMUEL:
Eliza M‘Donald
Mary Brown -
Maria Spencer
Catherine Brown
Maria Simpson
Ann Leith -
Eliza Ann .Murris
Eliza Innis -
Sarah Bruce -
John Clarke -
Mary Ann Forsyth
Caroline Burnett
Ann Palmer -
Mary Gordon
Eliza Dillard -
Henry White I

U
I
I
I

RAWLINSON, STANLEY:
James Walker -
William Grant -
Peter William Atkinson
Richard Brown -
Elsie Gordon -
Isabella ~ -

BOURN E, STEPHEN :
Agnes Davis - -

Jane Sinclair
Joe Waller -
Jeannette Barnett
William Lowe

COCKING, RALPH :
Mary Scoan .-
Margaret Ramsay
John Walker
Hugh Gordon

DILLON, T. A. :
John Hogg -
Alexander .
John Williams . -

William Sims
Rosanna Harrison
Henry Tracy

DAWSON, J. K.:
William Grant

FIsHBOURNE, E. E.:
Janetta Kirkpatrick
Amy Clarke . -
Theodore Wright -
Samuel Hynes -
Eleanor Williams, or Allen
Mary Allen - - -
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The Estate. Nett Value .or Master‘s Name. PARISH. CLASS. Awarded. If Pmd or not.

£. 3. d.
Wilderness - St. Mary - non-praadial 21 15 7 not paid.Oxford - — praedial att.‘I 4o 8 11 paid.
- — - —- -— 60 13 4 not paid.
- — - - — 28 17 9; —

Glenburnie - — Westmoreland non-praadial 25 10 - paid.James Tomlinaon - — pradial - 27 10 — —
Henry G. Groves - —- —— 8 16 8 ——Clifden - - - —- priedial attd 42 18 8 —Industry - - - — — 38 lo 4 not paid.Ashton - - - —— —— 38 I2 8 paid.Paradise - - - -— '— 39 15 7 _-Mount Edgcombe - —- non-praadial 17 2 3 -

Schawfield - - Trelawny - non-praedial 22 — - paid.
- — - — predial - 33 — — .—
Cambridge - - —- non-prmdial 25 - - —
Chester - - - -— — 20 — — -—
Fontabena - - -- praedial - 32 - — not paid.
Golden-grove - - — non-praadial . 22 16 8 —
Unity - - - —- — 16 13 4 paid.
Hope - - - _ — 15 — - not paid.
Tilston - - - -— -— 10 13 4 paid.
Fat-hog quarter . Hanover - —— 2-1 10 — -—
Pantre-pant - - Trelawny - -— 24 — - --
Coflee-hall - - —- — 35 — - —
Hampstead - - _.. prazdial - l2 - - —
Reserve - - - _ — 29 - — not paid.
Friendship - - _.. non-praedial _ 23 15 - .—
Peru - - - _... praedial — 4o 16 8 --

Richard-hill - - St.Ann - non-pmdial 65 - — paid.
Coffee-grove - - —— predial - 60 — - —
Penshurst - - _ — 63 l5 1! —
Hopewell - - - _ —— 58 17 10 not paid.
Joseph Isaacs - - __ non-praedial 32 4 5 paid.
Tobolski - - - —— przdial - 7 l7 - —-

- - Pleasant-hill, or St. Andrew prasdial att‘ 58 10 - not paid.
Mothersills
- —- _. —- 30 — n- _-
- _.. _ .— 36 _ .. _.

Trafalgar - - Port Royal — 20 — - paid.
Violet-bank - - _- non-pradial 18 6 8 —-

Adelphi - - - St.James - non-predial 20 - — paid.
Windsor - - - —- —- Io - - -'-
Lima - - - — pradial - 60 — — -—
- _ . _.. — 59 8 10% not paid.

Devon - - - St. Ann - praadial ~ 36 - - paid.
Owens . . - _. non-praedial 8 17 lo —
Cullodens - . —- pradial - 86 6 8 - - 68 l. depo-

sited with spe-
. cial justice.. ._ . -— — 7+ 3 4 not Paid-Boroughbridge - — —- 53 — — paid.

Retirement - - — non-pmdial 28 - — not paid.

Grange-hill-pen - - St.Thomas- pradial - 73 12 3 not paid.
in-the-East

Orange-vale - - St. George - praedial - 22 10 - paid.
Windsor-castle - - —- — 12 - — —
Osborne - - - —— non-przedial 12 10 - not paid.
Reddington - - — pradial - 60 — - .—
Harmony-hill - - -— — 61 16 8 —
Hermitage - - — non-praadia] 48 6 8 -—-

(continued.)166.
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FINLAYSON, WALTER: 5- 5- (1.,
William Fisher - - John Henry Defl‘ell - St. James - non-praadial 42 2 6 not paid.
Simon Finchett - - Miss Finchett - - — —— fi 53 7 9 paid.
Charlotte W ilson -- - Miss H. Murray - — prwdial - 48 - — not paid.
Ann Grizzle - - Miss Sill . - . — non-prmdial 2o 16 8 _
Emily Bowen - - Retreat - - - - — 21 13 4 paid.
Thomas Bartiboe - - Mr. Coates - - —- ——- 42 4 6 not paid.
Elizabeth Ball - - J . H. James - - -— — 33 1 2 -—
Mary Wynn - - - H. G. M‘Pherson - — praedial - 31 15 7 ...
Walter Minto - - Phoenix - - - Hanover - non-praedial 10 2 3 paid.
Eliza Walker - - Miss Sill - - - St. James - _ 34 14 3 _

FYFE, A. G. :
Elizabeth Jones - - Prospect - - - Portland - praedial - 15 4 2 paid.
Tattley Atley - - - ... - ._ _ 15 4 2 __

Elizabeth Steel - - Richard King - - —- — 36 - - -—
Samuel Mendes - - Norwich - - - — —— 21 1 8 —
’I‘ibby Passley - - - -- - -— — 58 17 9 g ——
Maria Haddon - - Unity - - - -- non-praedial 21 15 - —-
Henry Haddon - - ~ — - —- — 4o 5 8 —

Gun, J. W. :
Susan Beckett - - Mexico estate - . St. Elizabeth — 30 - - not paid.

HEWITT, WILLIAM:
John Bingley - - Benjamin Crossley - St. George - -— 9 6 8 paid.
Benjamin Bingley - - ~ — - — —- 5 8 1 1 g —-

HARRxs, JAMES:
Elizabeth Aldred - - Riverhead - - - St.Thomas- non-praadial 34 8 10 % not paid.

in-the-Vale
Christian Brown - - - — - — praadial - 24. 8 102 paid.
George Davidson - - Walleus - - - --- — 230 11 9 not paid.
Elizabeth Barton - - Rio Ma’gna - - — non-praedial 33 I7 95 paid.
Thomas Stewart - - Bybmok - - -' — prazdial - 20 l4 9:} ——
Thomas Johnson - - Coldington - . -*—- —— 73 12 2 i not paid.
Jessy Johnson - - Knollis - - - —- non-praadial 39 l I 8 —
Sally Gilbert - - Hyde - - - — -— 31 2 2 i -—
Rosanna Thomas - - Muse - - - —— {medial - 92 8 10 1} paid.
Ann Pollock - . - Airy-mount - - — —- 43 6 8 ~—
Maria Roach . - Robert Roach - ~ — — gift.

Hwams, GEORGE O. :
Ann Chrystie - . Waltham - - Manchester non-praedial 26 13 4 paid.
Christiana Waugh - - Melrose - - - -— —. 37 10 - -—
Mary Roome - . Farm - - - St. Catherine praedial - 85 -— - not paid.
William Turner - - Henry Dempste . — non-przedial 77 6 — -—
Jane Pattison - - The Grange - - —- ‘ .— 10 - - paid.

LAIDLAW, HENRY :
Catherine Williams - Green-park - - St. Ann -'- pmdial - 51 - - paid.
Jane Trusty - - - - -- - — -— 51 - - ....
Diana Hamilton - - - — - —- —- 51 - - not paid.
Letitia Vernon - - Prosper-hall - - —- -—- 45 - - paid.
Mary Newby - - - — - -- non-przedial 11 13 4. ...
Julian Buchanan - - Fairfield - - - —- pradial - 37 10 — —-
Susanna Nichols - - Pleasant-valley - —— -- 45 - - —

ODELL, JOHN :
Sarah Cope - - - Phoenix estate - - Hanover - non-przedial 36 3 4 paid.
Mary Tryon - - - New Paradise - - — — ~ 22 7 10 .—
John Lowe - - - Mount Lebanon . — przedial - 72 2 10 not paid.

PHILIP, E. 0.:
Catherine M‘Donald - Retreat - - . Westmoreland non-pmdial 2o 6 8 paid.
Janet Rankin - - — -— — praedial . 31 15 9 5 —
Ann Rankin - - - - — —- — 24. 4. 5 ——
Mary Gee! - - - Alexander Riddell - — non-przdial 28 6 8 —
Eliza Lewis - - - Cornwall - . - -- —- 16 13 4 --
Grace C. Coate‘s - '- Sarah Townsend - —- — 29 6 8 —
Ann Thomson - - Meylersfield .- - -- prmdial - 42 15 - —-
Charlotte Burlton - - Fontabelle - - —-— non-prazdial 8 17 1o —-
Mary Jones - - - Nonpareil . . ... _ 25 — - —-—
Isabella M‘Innes - '- King’s-valley . - '— —— 8 18 - not paid.
Ann Wright - . - E. A. Russell . - — -- 30 - " —
Jane M‘Donald - - Meylersfield . - —- —- 25 - -— paid.
Frances Cox - . - Mount Eagle - - - —— 26 13 4 '—-     
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MAzgfllcfiEs. Name oprprenticc. or $561532;e. PARISH. cuss. 1:33:10: mum or not.

PHILP, E. D.-—cantinued. £. 3. (1.Catherine Johnson - - Elizabeth Johnson - Westmoreland non-praadial 19 6 8 not paid.Mary Saunders ¢ - Aaron Deleon - - —— —— 19 6 8 --Isabella Capon . - Cairn Curran - - —- przedial ' - 53 - - paid.Mary Ottey - - - Meflersfield - - —— non-praedial 25 15 8 —-Juhn Briscoe - - Mary Jelly - - —— prcedial - 34 13 4 -Jane Fraser - - - Retreat - - - —- non-praedial 24 l I — —Andrew Hogg - - Spring-garden - - —- predial - 20 8 - —-Amelia Roberts - - Hope-wharf - - -— non-praedial 28 - - —-
REYNOLDS, JOHN:

Elizabeth Morgan - - Doncaster-plantation - St. Elizabeth praadial - 19 — - paid.Richard Isaac: - - Malvern-hill-pen - — —. 46 11 8 —-Robert Grifl‘ith - - Long-hill ~ - - -—- —- 44 - - —.Henry Foster - - Kensington - - — non-praadial 67 - - —Ruthy Gale - - - Emmans - - - — predial -_ 59 - - —
- - after vn-svr. Joan, JAMES IL:
luation, mas-Jobn Jackson - - T. W. Bain - - Port Royal non-pratdial 40 - - ter agreed to
take 301.—SowLEY, W. H.:
paxd.Jane Henry - - - Seville estate - - St. Ann’s - — 27 8 10 not paid.John Gaulton - - Drax hall ditto - — -_ 15 16 8 paid.Susanna Byficld - - - - - - — predial - 4.6 13 4 not paid.Susanna Jane Wright - Beverley-plantation . — non-praedial 15 u 2 paid.Charlotte Rudd - - - — - — — 9 6 8 —

WALSH, HENRY:
Elizabeth Perry - - Pembroke-hall - - - - - predial - lo — - paid.John Franks - - - - — - - - - non-praedial 5o - - --Mary Willis Franks - - — - - - - pradial - 32 10 — not paid.Thomas Price - - Goshen estate - - - - - — 60 — — —.Mary Winship - - - — - - - - non-praedial 21 6 8 -—Robert Grandison - - Lucky~hill - . - . - praedial - 100 — —- paid.William M‘Lean - - Decoy estate - - - - - — 65 - - ——Jane Richardson - - Pembroke-hall - - - - - non-prmdial 20 4 6 --Ann Bonner - - - Endeavour-plantation - - - - prmdial - 43 6 _ 6 not paid.Amelia Ready - - - - Miss Porter (attd - - - — 34 13 4 paid.to Derry-pen.)

WELCH, ARTHUR:
Richard Nembhard - New Forest - - Manchester -— 53 6 8 paid.William Martin - - Miss Dover - - —. _. 53 6 8 .—Francis M‘Intosh - - Kenswortb - - — non-praadial 33 6 8 —William Hall - - Stone‘s-hope - - — predial - 20 - - —Charles Brooks - - Blenheim - - — _. 53 — _.Sarah Williams - — Woodlands - - — uon-pradial 23 6 8 —Mary Palmer - - Ramble - - - — — 23 6 8 —

WILL“, GEORGE:
Sophia Prince - - Oxford - - - - - St.Thomas- — 34. 8 ll paid.

in-the-East.Sarah Blakeley — - Auchenfield - - —- — 34 8 11 —Alexander Kins - - PIeasant-hill - - — — 21 1 1 8 _Jane Elmore - - - Airy-castle - - - — 16 2 3 —.Janet M‘Donald - - Friendship - - — — 32 4 6 —Nancy Burke - - Airy-castle - - — predial - 57 15 7 not paid.
ALLEY, WILLIAM H. :

Peter Stevenson - - Haubury - . - Manchester non-pnzdial 21 6 8 paid.Christiana Wright - - Mount Nelson . - — ' —— 4o — — —Sue - - - - Clawdon - - - — pradial - 30 — - —Sarah Myrie - - - Oldbury - - - — —- . 46 13 4 _
LYON, Emumn 8.: ~

John Robertson - - Woodhall - - - - St.Tbomas~ non-pradial 25 — - paid.in~the~East.Alexander Robertson - - -- - — —- 16 - - —.Amelia Graham - - Island-head - - —. predial - 37 6 8 _.Thomas Francis - - Blue Mountain - -— - - predial, 60 - — _.
(tradesman.)Mary Saunders - - Duckworth - - -—- non-praedial 29 6 8 .—Priscilla Thomas ~ - - -— - —-- —— 16 — - .—Charles Easly - - John Jackson - - — predial - 21 -— — .—Amelia Job - - - Friendship pen - - —- non-praedial 13 — — -—Nanny Roster - - Prospect ditto - -- -—- —_ 18 - _. __Nancy'Dalling - - - —- - — -- 18 —- —- not paid.     

(continued)
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LYON, E. B.-—cantinued. £. 3. d.
George Davis - - John Buchanan - -.- St.Thomas- non-praedial 16 13 4. not paid.

1n—tbe-East.

George Saunders - - George Fitzgerald - — —- 4.1 - — paid.

Nelly Scholar - - John Martin - - — — 14 8 11 .—

Margaret Sharp - - Retreat - - - — — 30 .. ._ ._ .

John M‘Lean - - Greenfield - - — - - pradial, 7o — - 511. paid.
(tradesman.) l

Rosy Stewart - — Mrs. Williamson - — non-praedial 18 .. .. {lgaid‘3304dv

Ellen Anderson - - Georgia - - - —- —- 25 - — paid.

Ann Ross — - - Ben Lomond - - —- predial - 37 6 8 .—

Margaret Ross - - Shirley-castle - - — nou-praedial 23 — — _

Catherine Johnson - - - — - —— — 6 10 _ .—

Nancy Mitchell - - Island-head - - -- predial - 28 17 10 —

Fanny ELmslie - - Surge-island - - — non-prmdial 25 — — .—

Jonas, THOMAS W.: e _

Rebecca. Barrett - - R10 Magno-pen - -- StThomaS- prwdial - 83 15 7 § not paid.
in-the—Vale.

Margaret Low - - - - - - — 92 8 11 % —

Mary James - - - - -— - — -— 55 _7 1 .—

Lewis Beckford - ' - - — - — — 92 8 11 ~—

Henry Grimwood - - - — - -- -— 77 12 9 ~—

John Low - - - - - - -- — 69 16 3 —-

Cecilia Chambers - - - — - — -- 92 8 11 —-

Eleanor Thomas - - - - - -- -— 15 - 11 -—

M‘Lnon, A. N.:
James Chisholme - - Bushy-park - - St. Dorothy non-praadial 15 — - paid.

Fun, RICHARD B. :
Eliza Ramsay - - Mrs. J. Bérnard - St. James - predial - 26 - — paid.

Rebecca Chambers - Hazelnymph - - -— non-pnedial 1 1 1 3 --

Mary White - - - - f— - —- — 30 6 3 _

Charles Barrett - - Montpelier - - -— [medial - 60 - — ——

John Lansdown - - William Mowatt - —- non-praadial 85 10 .. not paid.

Sarah M‘Donald - - Kirkpatrick - - — -— 29 — — paid.

Julian James - - Childermas - - —- predial - 13 5 — not paid.

Thomas Dewer - - Richmond-hill - . — .. 7o _ _ -

Gunny, JOHN:
George Manning - - Kellets - - . Clarendon - — 15 _ _ paid.

Janet Williams - - Green-vale - - - — 3o - — —

Elizabeth Bendley - - Mr. James M‘Carthy — — 6o - — not paid.

William Thomas - - Provost R. River - — -, - predial, 1 1 1 - — paid.
- _ (cooper.)

Leana Johnson — - Green-park - - -— praedial - 55 a — .—

-——No. 209.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 18 April 1836.

THINKING that it might throw some light on the manner in which the new

system is working, I have the honour to send you a comparative return of the

number of convicts, or, rather, prisoners in the workhouses of this island in

the month of July 1834, soon after my arrival, and on the lst April 1836. I

fear that a perfect list of those of 1834 can hardly be made out, as some of the

returns may not be found, and some of those called for this year have not been

sent in. It is to be remembered that many of those now in those places of con-

finement are under sentences of special justices for offences which probably

were formerly punished by flogging on estates.

No. 209.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sligo.The Lord Glenelg,

&c. &c. &c.
 

Enclosure
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Enclosure in No. 209. JAMAICA.
CoMPARATIVE LIST of SLAVES and APPRENTICES in the Houses of Correction in the Enclosure 1.:Island of JAMAICA, antecedent and subsequent to the lst August 1834. NO- 209-

covm musa- U"“‘$u?,°'i§§:f'&° “"zztitiggam
St. Catherine’s — - l 1( St. Dorothy’s - - - Nohouse of correction. 3St. Thomas—in-the-Vale - 54 24Vere - - - - - None - 3MIDDLESEX Clarendon - - 28 23
Manchester - - - 24 9
St. Mary’s - - - 41 26
St. Ann’s - - - 77 5K St. John’s - - - Nohouseof correction.

f Kingston - - - 103 12Port Royal - - - 1 1 3‘ St. George’s - - - 19 7SURREY - - St. Thnmas-in-the-East - 82 14
St. David’s - - - No house of correcton.
Portland - - - 1 o 1 5

\ St. Andrew’s - - - 11 N0 Return received.St.James ~ - - 8 21
Trelawny - - - 13 22CORNWALL- Hanover - - - 1 1 15
St. Elizabeth’s - - 25 17
Westmoreland - - 49 N0 Return received.

Tour. - - - 644 230

--No. 210.—

EXTRACTS of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 25 April 1836.

THE very recent departure of the last packet leaves me nothing particular to No. 210,say to your Lordship on the general state of the island, except that I am not .aware of any particular change since last week.
. Being very anxious to watch the progress of improvement in St. James’sparish, I procured the opinion of a very intelligent solicitor, who has recentlybeen down to the assizes of Montego Bay. This gentleman had abundantopportunity of unreserved intercourse with several of the better class of overseersand employés, and imagines that he has procured from" them the amount oftheir own honest conviction as to the recent change in this island.
Some of them have confessed that it has brought to them, as well as to thenegro, great advantages. The authority committed to the special justicesrelieves them from those parts of their duties, which, by such as had any kindof good moral feeling, have been considered by them to be the most degrading

and the most revolting to themselves, besides being that which must inevitablyhave kept up a feeling of irritation between them and the slaves, namely, theinfliction of punishment of a corporal nature at their pleasure. If an overseerin former times got a character for too great a relaxation of discipline, he wassure to lose his bread; and it is not every mind which is strong enough to risk
the loss of a comfortable livelihood, and the probability of rising in this island
to the higher ranks, accompanied perhaps by considerable wealth, for conscience’sake; the more particularly, as the examples he was in the habit of Seeing round
him considered such strictness of discipline, to give it no harsher term, a mereperformance of their duty. This change will not be so looked upon by those Who
have acquired inveterate habits under the old relations; but if a set of new
comers arrive to fill these responsible oflices of overseers, bringing with them
good feelings and sentiments, I think that the chance is great that they will beperpetuated, and a marked improvement take place in that branch of colonial
society.
To the apprentice, these gentlemen have given it as their opinion that still

166. , ~ more
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more important benefits will arise. The difficulty in getting any of them to
work on a Saturday in most places is justly attributed to their requiring it for

the cultivation of their grounds and the improvement of their houses, to which

on many estates, I may say almost all, where they are comfortable, they pay
great attention. It is therefore very rare indeed to see an individual work on
Sunday. The consequence is that their attendance in places of religious worship
is much more regular: they get thereby a moral, if not a literary education,

and indeed I fancy that I can see the effects of it now throughout the island.

Mr. Cargill, the registrar of Chancery, has reported to me that his negroes
are all, of their own proposal and accord, digging cane-holes for him after

4 o’clock (their time of shell—blow) every evening, and on alternate Saturdays,

at the rate of 3l. per acre, 91. having been formerly paid for the same work.

I also have the honour to enclose sundry documents; one the judge’s notes of
a trial of a Mr. Martin, an overseer.

Nos. 3 and 4 are additional examples of the obstacles willingly thrown in the
way of the manumissions.

No. 5. is a report of evidence of cruelties committed in St. Andrew’s workhouse,
on which the bills against Whiteman, the white overseer, and one of the drivers

were ignored by the Surrey grand jury last week.

 

Enclosure in No. 210.

(No. 1.)

Rex 0. Wu. MARTIN, for; Manslaughter of Sophy, an Apprentice in charge of the
Prisoner, by want of proper Nourishment.

Mr. Attorney-general for the prosecution.
John Auster.—Belong to Berkshire Hall; the prisoner is the overseer; knew a woman

called, Sophy; died on Monday this year in Januar ; when the busha buried her there

was no jury; saw the coroner at Rodne Hall the aturday after she died; Sophy had a

soreleg; she was not working, but Kicking yams; Sally Byfield was the doctor woman;
busha ordered Sophy to cut grass w en she was better; she was cutting grass for the stable;

one morning she was sick and went to busha; she had been ordered out into the field to cut

grass; when he came back from the field he found Sophy lying on the steps; he called the

doctor Woman, and said, “ Take her away and make her cut grass ;” and Sophy said she was

not able; he then said, as she was not able to work she must be locked up in the hot—house;
she was locked up two days and nights; busha ordered the doctor woman to take Sophy out
ot'the hot-huuse and lock her up in the store; she was locked up in the store; this was two
weeks before Christmas; the busha told the head carpenter to nail up a small hole under the
door through which prisoner mi ht have nourishment put in ; I saw the carpenters nail up the
hole; I heard the busha order t e book-keeper get the nails out of the store; I never asked
busha for any thing for Sophy to eat, nor any other person; Eleanor Prince used to give her
something to eat before' she was confined; she went out on Saturday night, and on Monday
morning she was brought back and gut into the store again, and kept them five da 5 and
nights; on Thursday night I heard ophy crying out; when she got oul,Eleanor rince
ave Sophy a fish and a yam; Sophy got out through the roof; on Monday I saw her
ing down and swollen; lifted her up; she could not walk far; could not get her down;

Iythen got another man, and we took her down to the hot—house; she began to rattle in the

throat; went to the busha and told him she was quite sick; he replied, “ Stop, I will let
her feel something yet;" about 9 o’clock A. M. brought her to the hot-house; I then went
to the shop; by the time I got there a woman cried, “ The woman is dead ;” busha called
the head carpenter and ordered a coffin ; she was carried that evening to the negro-house,
and buried the next day; I was at work in the shop close to the store, and I never saw the

door opened; never saw a white doctor there while Sophy was sick.

Cross-examined by Mr. Panton.

She was first sent to the hot-house one week before Christmas; in the store before

Christmas; heard a bawling on Thursday in Christmas week, the day before Christmas ; met
her in the Pass on Sunday after Christmas; she was in the negro-house; she forced her
way through the roof; the roof is all broken; I saw the holes she made; never saw her
again till Monday after New-year’s day, when she was brought in by order of Hamilton;
I do not know where she was during this time; on the 4th January she died.
John Macintosh, apprentice to B. H.—Servant of the prisoner; recollect Sophy on the

estate before Christmas; about a week before heard a noise in the store, a breaking :
busha told me to bring a light, and we went to the store; Sophy was then in the loft; I went
up and brought her down; she sat down, and busha sent me for a cord, and busha took the
cord and gave her a lick, saying, she would do nothing for the estate nor for herself; I tied
her hands on each side of the ladder by his order; left her tied; locked the door by his
order; took her no victuals; she was locked up about half a week ; I never saw her come
out; saw her the day she died, after she was dead. C

ross-
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Cross-examined.—I got the cord either Wednesday or Thursday before Christmas-dny; itwas dark; she had a stick in her hand knocking on the floor; Ido not know if she hadtime to get out; busha and I went away for one day, and when we returned we heard shehad got out; the cord was not strong, and she might have broken it.Re-examined.——Busha dined out on Christmas—day; tied her either on Wednesday orThursday; busha came back to the estate on Sunday; did not hear on what day shebroke out.
Edward Hamilton, apprentice of B. H.—<Knew Sophy; recollect Byfieltl coming for herbefore Christmas on a Wednesda ; missed her in the field, and I told the busha; Byfieldfound her and brought her to me, but I went to the busha to give an account of where shehad been; saw her locked up on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday; missed heron Monday; saw her on Sunday leaning against the wall of the house where she had beenlocked up; she was out the whole week and on Monday; on Monday I was called fromthe field, and found Sophy at the house of Eleanor Prince; I called, and she would not getup; she was quite swelled, her feet and face; sent John Anster to go and bring her downto busha; after breakfast went to the hospital and saw Sophy lying down there; returnedto the field; about 3 o’clock I heard she was dead; do not know if she got any provisionsin the store.
Cross—examined.- She was missing from her work before she was locked up; the shopis close to the busha’s house, and conversation could be heard from one to the other; thefield is not far from the sho .
Amelia Davis.—Recollect Christmas-day; had allowance served out; Ihad fish ; gavesome of it to Sophy; she was in the store; it was locked ; she could not get the fish; shegot no allowance, and therefore I took her the fish; saw her Sunday after Christmas; sawher in the gully; she went to drink water; she was quite swelled and bloated; I left herthere; never saw her till the Monday after the new year; she was then in the hot—house,and purging out of the nose and month; she died about negro breakfast time; she madeno noise; she was locked up a half an hour; she died, and was left there till negro suppertime; he said he Would lock all up; a woman and two men came and carried away thebodv.
Cross—examined.—I was sick in the hot—house; be locked me up in the store a wholeday and night; the book-keeper locked the door of the hot—house.
Sail Byfield.—I attend the hospital; recollect Monday after Christmas when Sophy wasbroughyt to the hospital ; B field brought her and John Anster with me; she was carried by us;she was then putinto the ot-house; locked the door and gave the key to the book-keeper;she was much swollen; her hands crossed her breast; she could not use them; nothing wasdone for her, nor any thing given to her; she died soon ; when I heard she was dead wentto the book-keeper to open the door; she was locked up in the stores three days ; one dayshe called she had nothing to eat; I went to the busha for something for her; he sent meto the book-keeper ; he went to the busha and returned; got nothing from the book-keeper;she was a sickly body.
Cross—examined.—I was about the buckra house, the busha had the key, and there wasnobody to rive her any thing.
Solomon 5% la Motta, book-keeper at B. H.—Recollect Sophy being confined in a store on23d December; she was there four days; she broke out after. On Sunday, 27th Decem-ber, in the morning, I kept the key of the store in which she was confined by order of thebusha; he knew she Was'locked up; the key was put in a box on the sideboard in theball when I went out, that is the usual place of keeping. When she came-out on MondayI found provisions in her basket, therefore she could not be hungry ; I neverheard her com-plain ofhunger; I gave her nothing whilst she was confined, the busha did not give meorders to give her any thing; I saw one cocoa undressed in her basket ; she was allowed firein the day. I do not know if she got provisions from any one. I know Sally Byfield ; shetold me the busha saidI was to give Sophy something out of the store. I went to bushafor the key; he did not give me the he ; he said he had no provisions to give her. Igaveher no water; I told Byfield what the busha said; recollect John Anster; he said the medi-cine could not work if the people were locked up. I. said I had nothing to do with this;he had better go to Martin, who then had the key of the store where she was confined.Cross-examined.—Martin went to Port Maria on Friday to muster; he left the keybehind ; she had been confined two days before he left; saw the remains of fire whenshe got out. The hospital was broken, and therefore she was put in the store; the hos-pital is open morning and evening, and locked up in the day. This store was open morningand evening for about an hour and a half; any one can go out who pleases: . The negroeshave provision grounds. I have given her rum to enable her to get provxstons. Martmhas often given those in the hospital food from his table, it he knows them to be reallysick. There is a doctor, and plenty of medicines. There were no provusmns tn the storewhen busha said he could not give Sophy any; Sophy was not prevented gomg out; she,had the dropsy; the doctor had seen her; I saw him on the property smce May last; Ihave only seen him on the estate three times. _ _
Re-examined.—I saw the door opened every mormng and evening except Sunday; sawSophy in the store each day; never saw her tied. I was at muster on Thursday; did notopen the store on that day; every other day I opened It. There were others In the hos-spital, but she was worse than the others; put there that she might not get out; never sawfire in the store; I never swore that I heard her complain of hunger. Know the doctor tobe on the estate six months before Christmas, and once since I have been here during this166. court,
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court, and once shortly after I was on the estate. An express was sent to Dr. Ball to
attend Alexander Brown, who was brought in very sick. Dr. Reid was sent to, but he was
sick. The morning I went to muster, [opened the store; and Byfield, the hot-house woman,
was left to do so in my absence.
Mr. Panton, for the prisoner, called .
Anne Henry.——Live at B. H.; recollect the night before Christmas; I was in the

great house; at half-past seven o’clock heard a great noise ; sent to the hospital; went
afterwards where the noise was; Martin was reading his book; he ordered me to get a
light, and he and'John went to the store where Sophy was; he sent for a string, which I
gave the boy ; he was not more than a minute in the place; he came back, and in a short:
time he sent me to ask the woman if she had come to her senses, and if she had, to loose
her hands. I untied them; she had a basket with provisions; she asked for fire, which I
said I would not give her then, but said she might have it in the morning. I do not know
if she was allowed fire or not; she was always a sickly woman ; she used to run away.

Cross-examined.—-I am the house-servant on the property.
Dr. Reid.—I practise in St. Thomas-in-the—Vale; attend this estate. I have not been on

the estate many times, as 'I have been very sickly since my arrival. I am not the partner
of Dr.Cook; knew SOPhy; she was labouring under various diseases, prolapsus uteri;
did' not see her after death; she was liable to be affected by general dropsy, and this
would cause the appearance of the body. Once he gave the medicines I prescribed; this
is usually the duty of the head book-keeper.

Cross-examined.—She had also chronic inflammation of the bronchial passage, 8 general
break up of the system; she was not fit to work in the great gang; do not think grass-
cutting would have been too hard for her in October, when I saw her. I ordered her a
blister and other medicines; the hospital would have been a fit place for this woman in
October, when I saw it. I think she died from the complaints I have mentioned; I told‘
the busha she was only equal to light work. .

, .De la Motta recalled.—Anster made an application to me for nails; one or two parts. of
the store were nailed up to keep out the cold ; to supply some shingles. Sophy was put to
cut grass for the stable; the door was nailed up where the button had been broken; the roof
of the store was in a bad state, but underneath there was a dry place. It was usual to put
'Others there for sickness as well as confinement; four, I believe, were put there because
they had venereal, and should not get at those in the hospital. She was put in the store
because she-was in the habit of running away, as well as because she was sick.
Mr. Panton addressed the jury for the prisoner.
Mr. Attorney-general replied.
Verdict—Guilty of the assault and not providing medicines.

 

(No. 2.)

EXTRACT of a Letter received from Mr. Baynes, dated 20 April x836.

I ALSO forward in six valuations ; the award is satisfactory in five, but the sixth,
Mr. Colman’s woman, is unusually high ; et, as your Excellency will perceive, it is really
no more than her value to her master. There is no doubt but that the proportional value
of apprentice property has greatly increased in the last twelve months. Owners, at first
doubtful of the success of the system, were content with a very moderate consideration; but
they now feel themselves secure, at least for the apprenticeship, and consequently, when
examined as witnesses, make their neighbour’s case their own, and rate the apprentice at
his full value, often remarking that they cannot give away the property of others. The
magistrates are of course bound to go by evidence. The increased value they put upon
their apprentices is a proof, notwithstanding all they may say to the contrary, of their sense
of the stability of the present system. Begging your Excellency’s indulgence for the
hurried mannef, 8m. \

 

 

 

(No. 3.)

VALUATION RETURN, Mandeville, 16 April 1536.

NAME OF APPRENTICE. AGE. HEALTH. CLASS.

Frances Lewis, of Mayday - - - - 27 Good. Pradial.    
m?fig(ggrfsgéq_}lhssociate Justices. J . W. Grant, Special Jnstice.

 

Witness for property.—B. Samuda, overseer of Mayday, sworn, states that Frances
Lewis islworth 16 l. per annum to the property; that he has always considered hera praadial,
though, previous to thetst August 1834, she was sometimes employed as a domeStic.

Apprentice
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Apprentice witn-ess.—None. Apprentice stated that she was always a domestic, but thatthe overseer, as a punishment, sometimes sent her to the field.On my stating that it was a question whether she was a praedial. or a non-praedial, andbeing about to adjourn, she expressed a desire to be valued as a praedial.

f. s. d.
-. 16 _ ..
- 15 _. -_
- 16 .. _

Mr. Hogg valued her at - .. -
Mr. Peart at - - - - .
Mr. Grant at - - - - -

Four years and three months -

Associating magistrates would not agree to any deduction for contingencies. I statedthat I should lay the case before your Lordship, and afterwards adjourned the court.

(signed) J. W. Grant, 5. J.

 

 

 

(No. 4.)

VALUATION RETURN, Morant Bay, 9 April 1836.

NAME OF APPRENTICE. AGE. HEALTH. CLASS.

Jane Sherros, to Lysson’s Estate - - - I 8 Good Non-praedia], house servant.   
 

h ‘ . . . . .$23$Z§ glaCl::l§:0I§s<Esq }Assocxate Justices. Edmond B. Lyon, Esq., Specml Jusuce.

Witness for estate.——James Irving, overseer of Retreat estate, sworn. I have known thisgirl for nearly 11 years; she has always been house servant. I think 121. a year is thevalue of her services; she is about 17 years of age.
M‘Kie, overseer of Lysson’s estate.—-—She has been a domestic during the time I have beenat Lysson’s; her general health is good.
Witness for apprentice.—Mr. Lyon thought she ought to be valued at 121. a year, assworn to by Mr. Irving.
Mr. Thompson aner. Blakely both thought she was Worth 5 3. per week; to which,for the sake of unanimity, Mr. Lyon coincided ; the difference between his and their opinionsbeing only l I.

Annual value agreed on - - - - £. 13.
T d f. s. d.wo years an a quarter - - - - - - 29 5 -
Deduct one—third - - - - - .. - 9 15 -

Net sum - - - - - £. 20 10 -
 To be paid in a week or two.

(signed) Edmund B. Lyon, 5. J.

 

(No. 5.)

My Lord, Kingston, 18th April 1836.
MR. Special Justine Bourne called on me a few days ago, and stated that certainfloggings of females had taken place in the workhouse at Half-way—tree, which yourLordship was desirous to have brought to trial as soon as possible. I lose no time inacquainting our Lordship with the result.
I sent in three bills to-day; 1st, against John Whiteman, the late overseer; 2d, against.Nelson, the driver; and 3d, against Philips, who is also a driver: the two first wereignored, the latter has been found. . I think it right to submit to your Lordship a statement‘of the evidence in support of the i nored bill ; because 1 fear it may have been rejected ona ground which, if maintained, wil utterly frustrate one of the most important enactments0f the Abolition Act, namely, that which forbids the. flogging offemales on any account. Inthe case where the bill was found, the flogging was in the field, and was connected also withone or two revolting circumstances.

I have, 8L0.

(signed) I’Villiam Wemyss Anderson.
I, of course, mentioned the cases to the Attorney-general, who signed all the bills.

166. MEMORANDUM
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MEMORANDUM of EVIDENCE in support of Bill, THE KING 2:. WHITEMAN, for
Assault, ignored by the Grand Jury ofSurrey on 18th April 1836.

1st. Jane Remford, an apprentice at Half-way-tree, belonging to Mrs. _Stocks, and now
working at hire at Mr. Fraser’s, the tailor, in Port Royal-street, was put 1n Half-way-tree
workhouse some weeks before last Christmas, for not paying three weeks’wages to her mistress,
which,she says,she could not pay because she was sick and could get no work. The sentence
was by Mr. Lloyd,and (asshe heard it) was for a week only,b_ut she was kept there two weeks.
During that tithe she was frequently worked in the tread-mlll,. and also out of doors, chained
to another girl. While on the mill she was frequently struck by one of the drivers called
VVaddell, who, she says, has since run off. One day when she was struck she tell lronr the
mill on the ground; while lying there Mr. Whiteman, the overseer, took the cat out of the
driver’s hand and struck her across the shoulders, which cut her, and blood was brought; he
then kicked her and made her go on the tread-mill again; she was also struck by the other
driver, Edward Philips, when working with the gang in the field at Molines. During. her
imprisonment in the workhouse the chains were upon _her day an_d night. The only times
they were taken off was whilst she was on the tread-mlll. (This glrl appears to be about t8
years ot'age, and her shoulders still bear the marks of flogging.)

2d. Thomas Bryan Rookwood, of Belle Cour Loop, was in the Half-way-tree workhouse
same time as Jane Rentford. He went in 15th October and came out 15th January. Has
seen Jane Rentford struck both by Waddell and Nelson, drivers there. Has seen her, Jane
Rentt'ord, several times fall of? the mill, apparently from inability to work it. She begged
for water, and said she could not continue, but the driver flogged her on again, and one day
the witness saw Mr. Whiteman take the cat and strike the girl after she had fallen 06", and
he afterwards kicked her and made her go on the mill again. Has also seen the man, Philip,
the driver, strike her with the cat in the field.

 

—No. 211,——

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

My Lord, Downing—street, 28th June 1836.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 25th of April, and have

read with great satisfaction the general report which it has been in your power
to make of the progress in Jamaica of habits of industry, and of moral and
religious education amongst the emancipated slaves. I deeply regret that your
Lordship was placed under the painful necessity of qualifying those favourable
accounts by referring to particular transactions of a very different character.
With a view to avoid the combination in the same Despatch of subjects which
are not necessarily connected with each other, I shall advert to those cases in
separate Despatches, confining myself in the present to the acknowledgments
which I have already made of the acceptable character of the general results
communicated to me by your Lordship.

 

I have, &c.

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Glenelg.
&c. &c. &c.

--No. 212.—

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of 311390.

My Lord, Downing—street, 28 June 1836.
IN pursuance of the intention expressed in my Despatch of this date, I proceed

to advert to the trial of William Martin, as reported in your Lordship’s
Despatch of the 25th of April.

Martin was indicted and tried for manslaughter. As I have not before me
any copy of the indictment, I can only infer the nature of its contents from the
evidence given on the trial. From that evidence I learn that 'Sophy was an
apprenticed labourer on an estate called “ Berkshire Hall,” of which Martin was
the overseer; that while she was labouring under diseases of the most distressing
and dangerous character, and had on that account declared her inability to work,
Martin ordered her to be locked up, first in a place described as a hospital,
and afterwards in a room described as a store; that in these places she continued
for five days and nights ; that she was released on Sunday, and was again
locked up on the following day ; that during these successive confinements she
was not supplied either with food or. water; that an attempt was made by a
fellow-apprentice to convey food to her through an aperture in the door, which
was thereupon immediately closed up by Martin’s orders; that, as a further

‘ punishment
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punishment for attempting to draw attention to her sufferings, Martin struck
her with a cord, and tied her for a short time to a ladder; that an application
was made to Martin on behalf of the prisoner that food might be sent her,
which application he at first evaded, and afterwards refused; and that finally,
the prisoner effected her escape by breaking through the roof of the place of
confinement. It appears that within a few days afterwards she died.
These occurrences took place between Christmas and the 4th of January, about

two or three months before the medical attendant on the estate had prescribed
medicines for her disorder, which, however, were administered to her only once.
She was buried without any coroner’s inquest.

Martin was acquitted of the manslaughter, but found guilty of the assault, and
of not supplying the medicines. It does not appear what was the sentence of
the court.

I do not venture to impugn the finding of the jury, for although it is impossible
to read the evidence without a persuasion amounting almost to certainty, that
the treatment which Sophy received must have hastened her death, yet I am
aware how much weight is necessarily given to medical testimony in all such
cases as the present, and I perceive that it is at least very doubtful whether the
jury could have found the prisoner guilty of manslaughter without contradicting
the only evidence of that kind which was brought before them. This, however,
is clear, that if the death of Sophy was not in point of fact expedited by the
prisoner, his conduct was at least such as greatly endangered her life, and
merited the same moral reprobation as if the crime, in the strict legal acceptation
of that word, had been fully established against him. I am very far from sup-
posing that this can be taken as a fair illustration of the ordinary conduct of
overseers in Jamaica. On the contrary, I am persuaded that Martin’s conduct
will have excited a general feeling of indignation, and I need scarcely express
my confident hope that he no longer retains the office which he has so grossly
abused. I should therefore yield to the inclination which prompts me to pass
over in disgust and silence this humiliating transaction in which the law has
been so grossly violated, if there were not some practical inferences which it
suggests, and to which I attach more importance in consequence of the obser-
vations of Mr. Harris, the special justice, in his report of the 3d April last,
enclosed in your Lordship’s Despatch of the 17th of that month.
The confinement of this unfortunate woman was defended in part on the

ground that she was in such a state of health as to require medical treatment in
the hospital, and of course I can have no disposition to deny that even a com-
pulsory confinement of this kind may sometimes be indispensable to the pre-
servation of the health or life of a patient. Yet even in this case much caution
seems to be necessary, lest the hospital should often become a prison in reality,
and a place of medical treatment only in name.

It appears to me, therefore, necessary, thatif the existing law does not provide
adequate remedy for the abuses to be apprehended from the overseer’s power of
placing apprentices in confinement in the hot-house or hospital, such a remedy
ought forthwith to be provided by legislative enactment. On the plea of sickness
no such confinement ought to be permitted, except withthe previous written
sanction of some duly qualified medical practitioner, and to him also should
be committed at once the right and the duty of frequent and unreserved inspec-
tion of all such hospitals, not only in order to minister to the wants of the
patients, but in order to direct their discharge when necessary. I do not appre-
hend that any doubt can be entertained as to the right and obligation of the
special justices to inspect the hospitals, but if any uncertainty prevails on this
point, it ought at once to be removed. They should also be open to any religious
teacher under whose care the patient may have been accustomed to live.

If, after consulting the Attorney-general, your Lordship should be of opinion
that the present state of the law is defective in these particulars, you will take
the earliest opportunity of bringing the subject under the consideration of the
legislature of Jamaica, and you will acquaint them that His Majesty has com-
manded me to impress upon them the necessity of such a revision of the
existing law of the island as may be necessary to prevent the recurrence of any
su0h abuse as that which has given occasion for this Despatch.

The Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.
&c. &c. &c. ' (signed) Glenelg.

166. No. 213.
 

JAMAICA.
m



370 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

JAMAICA. , -—No. 213.—
—-——-

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.

No. 213. My Lord, Downing-street, 28th June 1836.

REFERRING to my Despatch of this date, I proceed, in pursuance of the in-
tention which I have there expressed, to advert to the case of Whiteman, as
reported in your Lordship’s Despatch of the 25th April.

In this case it appears that two bills of indictment were thrown out by the
grand jury of Surrey against Whiteman‘ and Nelson, charged with flogging
female apprentices in the workhouse at Half-way-tree. It is of course impos-
sible to ascertain what evidence may have been given to the grand jury, or on
what ground their decision proceeded; but if the witnesses whose depositions
are annexed to Mr. Anderson’s letter made similar statements to the grand jury,
the rejection of the bill can be explained only on the supposition that the
grand jury considered such proceedings to be consonant with the law of the
colon .

This’ case, therefore, suggests two distinct questions ; the first, whether the law
could not be brought to the test of a judicial decision by some other form of
proceeding; the second, whether it might not be either amended or relieved from
the ambiguity with which it is at present invested.
On the first of those questions, your Lordship will have the goodness to con-

sider, whether the Attorney-general could not proceed by way of ex-oflicio in-
formation. I am aware of no legal impediment to such a prosecution, and
it seems to me that the interests of public justice require that it should be
instituted.

If the law of Jamaica really authorizes this practice of whipping females on
the tread—mill, or if any reasonable doubt exists respecting its legality, there is
the most urgent cause for the interference of the legislature. Unfortunately
this is not a solitary or insulated occurrence. Your Lordship has on several
former occasions adverted to the prevalence of the same custom. You will
therefore signify to the council and assembly of Jamaica His Majesty’s wish that
they should consider how far the law demands amendment, or requires expla-
nation, in order to protect the female prisoners from this disgraceful and humi;
liating mode of punishment. It is really necessary that some effectual measures
should be taken for the entire suppression of a practice so justly repulsive to the
feelings of society at large, and so strongly stigmatized by the recorded votes and
deliberations of both Houses of Parliament.

The Marquis of Sligo, ' I have, &0-

&C. &C. &C. _ (signed) Glenelg.

 

-—-No. 214.—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Highgate, 7th May 1836.

No. 214 IN making to your Lordship my usual report on the state of the island,
I beg to say that there is little for me to add on this occasion to what the two
last Despatches on the same subject have conveyed to you, as far as the negroes
are concerned. I have only to regret the prevalence of stealing produce, which
appears to be a serious evil. I do not imagine it to be of more frequent occur-
rence than it was, nor even so general; but it being now wisely made the interest
of the policemen to apprehend the perpetrators, the detections are frequent, and
I am confident that the serious check which this body will put on this evil
will of itself repay the expenditure which the island incurs in keeping it up.

The documents enclosed, however, claim some notice.
No. 1. is the usual monthly return of miles travelled, with the addition of the

number of lashes administered by each special justice.
Your Lorglship will observe that the diminution of lashes is infinitely more

in proportion than the others, being more than one-half, while the others do not
nearly reach that proportion.
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(No. 1.)
RETURN of the Number of Miles travelled, Estates visited, &c. by the Special Magistrates of Jamaica, for April 1836

Week ending Week ending Week endin Week ending7111 Apr111836. 14111 April 1836. 211111.111: 18g6. 28111 April 1836. T 0 T A L S-NA M E S u

D oE :’ 52' Es’ E 5 2 é 32’15 - “ .E 1? - ‘~= .s . . .- 2 - . ,‘E ' . «- .5°‘ 2312312112~13125-.33 23 .3, 122 32 .2 =E-5 2 '1'. .:=E= 3 '5 £532 a '5 2%?! p 'z 3313:} '32 =~ E‘8 as E 'F :3 3.3 ?1 '3 23 g; g '> ‘8 53 g ‘= ’8 “.5 _MAGISTRATESo ‘J. 6 fig ‘67:: a 83.5% 5' 2 305-: ~ 3 3.34:. : a 30 3—; 3a g 5035.; 35%; :2 E EMg-é 5 3 i=3: g E Ii: 55 gamm:zgzfi£§zms 13:35:25: 223252 13133262
Alley, William H. - - Absent on leave - - 29 7 5 _ Ill - .. 29 7 4 5 3 -
Baines, J. T. - . — On leave - 72 12 9 72 1o 8 [I 64 12 12 ll 208 34 99 9 -
Baynes, E. D. - 72 8 6 || 56 16 6 64 9 7 .. 77 18 9 . - 269 51 28 70 167Bell, W. A. - - 66 lo 5 l 59 13 8 — 74 21 18 74 18 16 II 273 62 47 69 40
Boume, S. - - 112 2 1 l 62 8 6 - - — Attending Surrey Assizes - 174 10 7 30 1°
Broxmson, W. - - - - — — — _ _ _ .. ._ ._ _ _ _ _ _ .. .. .. _
Carnaby, William - 25 14 1 1 ll 43 18 14 - 4o 15 12 43 19 17 151 66 ‘ 54 52 5oChamberlaine. R. - No Return — 56 5 2 51 16 1 1 88 14 7 195 35 9° 31 90
Cooking, R. - - 72 2o 6 — 76 21 19 88 21 18 78 18 3 314 80 56 22 78Cooper, R. S. - 48 15 14 || 34 1o 9 56 18 13 51 13 11 189 56 47 2o —-
Daughtrey, J. - 51 5 4 || 54 12 8 - — On leave - 64 14 11 — 169 31. 23 14 45Davies, Thomas - 5o 11 5 — 80 19 15 65 12 - 59 14 8 | 254 58 4o 31 126Dawson, J. K. - 27 9 7 [I 60 21 15 42 9 — 35 11 10 164 53 41 36 30Dillon, T. A. - - 162 28 23 - 119 19 6 - 163 28 26 123 20 15 567 95 80 17 60Dunne, Patrick - 86 16 1o - 106 19 1 1 l] 84 19 15 80 2o 11 | 356 74 47 55 30
Ewan, David -' - - - - - Absenz on leaVe — — — - 22 2 2 || 22 2 2 3 -
Facey, R. B. - - 7o 11 5 62 15 2 68 10 3 I 88 18 14 - 288 54 34 49 —Finlaysou, W. - 63 16 10 | 68 21 16 68 21 13 l 68 21 14 - 267 79 53 6 9°Fishbourne, E. E. - 52 13 9 - 55 14 13 Attending Assizea 5o 16 12 — 157 43 34 26 120Fyfe, A. G. - - 34 6 3 [1 100 11 4 — — - Onleave 01 absence - - 134 17 7 30 9
Gregg, 6- D. ' 15 3 - I 67 12 4 — On leave — On leave — — 82 15 4 1o —Gurley, John - - 57 12 8 44 4 2 71 1o — 44 13 11 216 39 ,9 40 30Grant,J. W. - - 86 18 13 82 8 7 98 12 11 H 148 10 9 414 48 4o 23 -Gordon, George, jun. 73 12 1 1 42 5 5 73 16 1 2 — 47 9 8 237 42 36 16 24
Hamilton,C. - - 65 17 12 ll 76 23 20 I 65 23 18 — 76 24 21 I - 282 87 71 19 5Harris.James - 68 15 8 - 130 17 8 - 65 16 9 || 138 18 12 - 405 67 47 102 233Hawkins, c. . - 58 15 12 — 69 13 9 - ea 13 2o — 81 28 22 II 265 74 60 39 14oHiggins, G. O. - 68 29 26 II 77 24 16 | 61 2o 18 ll — — - I 297 101 39 59 -Hill, Richard - - - - - — -. — _ I - _. .. ll .. _ - II _ _ - 34 ..Hewitt, William - 43 5 3 - — - — -- - On leave — - - -' - 43 5 ' 3 6 94Hulme, J. R. - - 7o 22 18 - 68 17 11 — 76 25 18 — 71 17 11 - 285 81 58 41 25
Jones. T. W. - - 95 22 14 - 80 21 15 - 63 17 14 I 41 7 3 - 289 67 56 76 35
Kelly, D.W.- - 43 13 11 - 113 26 20 || 55 14 14 fl - Onleave - 221 53 45 2o 25Kent,Henry - '- 72 17 13 1| 58 9 4 || 134 20 16 80 12 7 — 344 58 40 53 -
Laidlaw, Henry . 76 15 12 || 69 15 13 ll 73 16 1o - 72 14 13 [I 290 60 48 32 55Lambert, R. s. . 48 15 7 - 56 14 7 - 68 18 1 1 — 56 14 6 — 228 61 31 70 188Lloyd, Samuel - 8o 10 8 l] 126 11 10 112 12 11 || 109 18 11 — 427 51 40 2o 21Lyon, E. B. - . 65 8 3 74 1o 9 Attending Assizes 63 13 6 — 202 31 18 38 89
Marlton, W. F. - 82 7 6 | 82 12 5 119 10 7 - 72 1o 6 II 273 39 24 26 77M‘Leod, A. N. - 34 13 9 | 60 23 20 II 28 14 10 H 48 17 13 170 67 5‘3 34 -Moresby, Henry - — — - — - - - — — — - - - - " - - " 75 359
Nolan, James - 87 20 16 || 1 18 23 20 [I 86 22 16 - 132 25 18 || 323 90 7o 46 35
Odell, John - - 35 10 5 —- 53 6 6 || 22 6 3 ll 34 9 5 r 144 31 19 26 50Oliver, T. M. - - 75 17 15 — 58 13 1o 66 17 15 64 17 15 I 263 64 55 66 40
Palmer, A. L. - 53 13 9 II 50 6 — 62 12 1 1 l] 59 5 1 - 224 39 27 24 24Penneu, R. c. - - 1114111111111 — — 111-1111111111 - 48 9 8 — 42 7 4 ll 90 16 m 18 60Phin, E.D. -‘ - 101 15 12 — 86 13 13 - 103 12 10 —- 87 16 13 - 377 59 48 14 80Pryce. Samuel — 66 36 27 ll 40 16 12 [I 55 33 25 || 64 36 29 II 995 121 93 64 —
Ramsay, William - - — — - — ,— — —- — Police duty - - - - - - - - - —Rawlinson, S. . - 44 13 10 — 74 13 11 — 60 29 16 — 67 2o 1 1 - 245 66 48 26 219Reynolds,John - 119 12 10 || 67 1o 9 || 60 9 7 ll 96 8 7 II 349 39 33 7 -
Sowley, W. H. - 69 2o 15 - 60 17 1 1 - 92 25 23 — 85 2o 16 - 306 82 65 39 271St. John, R. - - — III—health — 60 16 13 — 79 10 4 - 32 5 2 - 171 31 19 23 264
Thomas, J. R. - 36 14 11 — 46 17 11 — 62 2o 15 — 86 25 21 - 200 76 58 56 567Thompson, R. . 39 12 7 u 51 9 4 || 39 6 5 u 31 9 8 II 160 36 24 25 —
Waddington, H. - 18 3 2 || 48 12 5 — 39 8 4 - 46 19 7 - 151 35 18 68 7Walsh, Henry - 72 12 10 — 73 12 8 - 5o 19 13 — 72 12 8 I 267 55 39 41 8‘2Welch, Arthur - 88 18 15 || 80 18 6 — 1 1 1 23 22 II 100 12 1 1 |. 379 71 64 8 18Willis, George v 42 11 6 — 66 13 6 — 67 13 8 38 9 5 " 213 46 25 54 99‘Vtrolfrys, J. - - 61 14 12 — — - - - - Accident — — — — - 66 14 12 8 ..

1‘0“; - - - - 13,291 2,924 2,157 2,016 2,885     
 N.B1—Magistrates Who have not inflicted Corporal Punishment are distinguished by this mark [1.
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‘ (No.2.)
J \MMCA- My Lord, Spanish Town, 28th April 1836.

HAVING arrived in this town last evening, 1 take the earliest opportunity of giving
your Excellency all the information in my power respecting the state of those districts

through which I passed on my way from Westmoreland, In whlch parish I am happy to

say that matters continue to it‘nprove daily; indeed, I do In tr_uth consnder the Industry

and demeanor of the apprentices in that parish equal to that of any peasantry all over the

world. and, as far as I have heard the opinions of planters expressed, they are, in general,

most favourable,—indeed, the crops on most of the estates are superior to those of last year,

and many equal to the largest in former years. I question if Shilewsbury estate was at any
former period expected to make more than 300 hogsheadspt sugar; the present crop,
which is nearly finished, is estimated at 330. Lennox estate ls making about three times
the quantity of sugar made last year.

In St.Elizabeth, the only sugar estate through which I passed, and at which I called,
was Holland, where the overseer, Mr.M‘Donald, is also the. attorney. .He continues to
express his highest satisfaction at the general good conduct of the apprentices, and declares
that he did not make a complaint against one for the last six months; his crop this year
is the largest that has been made for several years. The pens in this parish, and I saw
some of the largest, all look clean—indecd, beautiful.
Manchester.—My observation, and the reports of the planters With whom I conversed,

authorize my speaking very favourably of the state of things in that parish, and, if I am
to draw a general inference from what came under my immediate observation, I_ should
imagine that the cofi'ee crops which are now under preparatiOn for market are abundant,
and afford flattering proofs of the industry of the apprentices who have on many properties
assisted, with hired labour, to collect the crops.
My route allowed me to go through only two sugar estates in Clarendon, namely,

Clarendon Park and Denbeigh. On these estates the crops are about as good as ever,
and the industry of the apprentices unquestionable; the managers are both intelligent
gentlemen, and, I may venture to say, as capable of succeeding under the present system
as they did under the old one. In St. Dorothy I had little or no opportunity of observing
the general state of things, having only passed through the outskirts of a few properties,
and I may say the same of that part of St. Catherine’s on the road. After my return round
the north side, I shall be enabled to make a report of that part of the country, and have
to solicit your Excellency’s indulgence on the present occasion for the hurried and imperfect

 

state of this report. I have 8“:, .

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Duly, s. M.
8w. 8w. 8Lc.

(No. 3.)

Haughton Grove, West Interior District,
My Lord, 26 April 1836.

IT is with regret I have to acquaint your Lordship that the measles are very prevalent
amongst the negro population throughout the district; and, owing to this affliction, the
preparations for the ensuing crop on several estates are much retarded.

I am also concerned to have to state, upon the authority of some of the principal
attorneys and managers, that, previous to the appearance of this infectious disease, it was
proposed to the parents of free children under their respective ‘managements to provide
medicine and medical attendance for the latter, if they (the parents) would give in the
course of the year four days’ labour as a consideration therefor; but that this proposition
was rejected generally, except by the head people.
From the non-acceptance of this offer, it is represented to me by the managers, that

a great loss of labour is now resulting to the estates which they represent. The mothers
of free children, on the appearance of sickness amongst their ofl'spring, instead of pro-
curing at once medical aid to check its progress, remain sitting down, in very many
instances, in the negro-houses until disease assumes its most virulent form; and it is only
then that they will carry a patient to the doctor. The time taken up under such circum-
stances, in order to efi'ect restoration to health, is of course much more considerable than it
otherwise would be; and some of the managers in consequence have stated to me that they
will bring forward those parties who are acting in the way described, in order to have them
made pay back the time lost. Previous to their taking such a step, I was anxious to obtain
your Lordship’s opinion and advice as to the course I should adopt, and have therefore
endeavoured to explain, as fully as possible, the grounds on which they propose claiming
a repayment of time.

I think it right, previous to concluding, to mention to your Lordship a circumstance
which has been stated to me by a medical gentleman, and which occurred a few days back.
An apprentice brought her free child in her arms to his house for the purpose of consulting
him as-to its state; but on moving aside the loose covering in which the child was wrapped,
for the purpose ot‘examination, to his astonishment it was dead! The child had evidently
died on the way to his house.

I have, 8w.
(signed) John Odell, s. .1.

(No. 4.)
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(No. 4.)

SPECIAL MAGISTRATES' REPORT.

 
Name ofDate. Place. Magistrate. Complainant. Defendant. V Complaint. Decision. Parish;
 

 Apr. 5 Montego Bay W. Camaby‘ - Becky Grant - MrJehnTumléy Cruelty and oppression - Fined 51. - - St. James.,, n n n Sam.'Cunningham Same - - . - ditto . - - Fined 5 l. - - ,,,, I n W. Finlayson Susan Edwards - John Canard - - - Not pr'oviding medi— Mr. Collard fined 10:. ,,
cal aid.,, 4 Aberdeen - G. D. Gregg - Sophia Jackson - Wm. Morris - - - Beingadomestic,has Fined 9°“- " ' Trelawny.'
been sent to field. . n u u u ,. ,, Assault - - - N'ot proved - - ,,,, n n n ,, ,, . - ~ For not supplying Fined 20 s. - - ,,
clothing.,. » Oakes - - 1- 6“”?! ~ Elizabeth Thomas Mr.J’ohn Keisock Assault - - - Fined ll. - - Clarendon).u u u n Edward Reid - ,, - - Illegally continuing him Fined l l. - - ,,
in a dark room on a plea
of insolence, which was
not proved.,, n ' n 1: Anthony - - u_ - - ditto . .. - Fined 1 l. - - ,,

u n Rflbifl’s River 13- W- K3"! ‘ Anne Clarke - John Sterne - - - Placing her in dark Fined 1 l. 10:. - - Westmore.
hole. land.Mar. 31 Buckingham - E. B. Lyon - Alex.Benjamin - Rob,Megsenger Assault .. - . Fined 2 l. - - SL'l‘homas-

in-the-East.n n n 0: Wm. Beckford - Michael Burke - Assault . - - Fined 1 l. - - ,,
n » Argyle Pen ' 1' Ode" ' Barbara Samuel: --——- Wimle - - . Imprisoning for inso- Fined I l. - - St. James.

lence, and not bringingV ‘
her before the magistrate. . .Apr. 7 Half-way Tree A- G. 1'ny - SusmmaCampbell Sarah Jacobs . Severely beating her - Fined 51. - - St. Andrew.1, n n 1» Same - - Ann Ashford - Preventing her escape . Fiued 1 l. - - ,,,, ,, Parnassus ~ R.Chamberlaine J. Sus. Clarke - Mr. Bloomfield - For giving her a slap - Fined 31. - - Clarendon.n 1: Whitney - n Fred. Gilbert - Mr. Folhcrgill For an assault - - Fined 2 l- - - .,n 6 Plumb - - R. B. Facey - The Gang - -- B.J.Smith, Over. - - For working them be- Fined mt. - - St. James.seer. 0nd time.,, 9 Montego Bay ., Ann Dodd - Charles Strawn - or an assault - - Fined 5 I. ~ - ,,,, ,, Rio Bueno - C. Hawkins - Joseph Smart - Henry Hazell - - - For striking him over Fined l L - - Trelawny.

' the head.,, 13 Spanish Town R. Hill - - Wm. Waters - John Fletcher - - - For neglect during Fined 2 L 2:. 85d. - St. Cathe-
sickness. rine‘s.,, 12 Kingston - H.Moresby - Ann Williams - D.F.Mudie - Assault - - - Finedal. - - Kingston,,, 9 Savanna-la- J.M.Oliver - Thos.Leslie - Mark Polack - -- For striking with a Fined loo. - - Westmore-Mnr.
supple-jack. land., ,, Mutant Estate A. L. Palmer - - - Brunetta Philip Browne - - - For assault, and flog. Fined 51. - - St.Tbomus.M‘Kenzie. ging complainant’s child. . in-the-East.n n n n n ,, Imprisonment . - Fined 401. -‘ - ,,

n n n n u ,, - - For tying her child Fined4l. . - n>
by the leg.,, u Torrington - J. Reynolds - Ellen Rickem - Mrs. Mary Bay“: - - For having beaten her Ffined a l. - - St. Eliza-
with a stick. belh.,, 9 Port Royal - H. St. John - Wm. Barker - Sam. W. Bain ~ Beating him - - Fined a l. - - Port Royal.,, 19 Aylmers - E. D. Baynes John Bendon - Bernard Clements Striking him with astick Fined 10:. - - St. John.:9 16 Four-pathssfl- R-Chamberlaine Grace - - Thos. Golborno - - - For beating him with Fined 10:. - - Clarendon.sion.
I stick.,, 13 Montpelier - R. B. Facey - Philip Ellioe - Geo. Adams - Destruction of property Fined 40:. - - St. James.,, 14 Hazelnymph - ,, Gm. GTWPS, Over- Jas. Lawrence - For neglect of duly - Mr. Grovesfined 40 s. ,,seer.

for finpriwnmcnt.,, 9 Momnt Bay - E. B. Lyon - Cecilia Taylor - J. W. Cooper - - - Illegalconfiuementjn Fined 3t. - - St. Thomas.a damp cell. in-the-East.,, 16 The Alley - J'. Nolan - Jane Morgan - James Rose. - For assaulting her - Fined 21. 10:. - Clarendon.,, 18 Pusey Hall - ,, Thus. Gale - J. W. Prince - - - For getting him Fined 5L - - ,.
switched by constable.,, 22 Croydon - R. B. Facey - Richard Bayley Charles Gray - For illegally confining . Fined 20:. - - St. James.James Irvin - Same - - Same - - - Fined 90:. - -        : 2:3, Spanis’l’l Town G. O. fiiggins J. Anderson - Mr. Rowling - - - Striking him several Fined 3L - - St.d;t11e-blows. rine’s.,, 25 Mouengue ~ H. Laidlaw - M. Ratigan - Mr. J. Osborne - Switchifig him - - Fined MnOsbonIe 31. St. Ann.,, 20 Kingston - H. Motesby - Felice - - S. Alberger - Assault - - - Fined l I. - - Kingston.Jas. Daw‘xin and . _. . . .

u 19 LBHCISM‘ - W- A- Bell -{ James Garwood W. P. Georges - For stnlung them ~ Fined 90:. - - 5:312“
,, 20 Stony Hill - S. Lloyd - Eliza White - Charles White - Assault - - - Fined 2 l. - - St.Audrew.,, 92 Hermitage - ,, Pbillil’Gordon - David Fmser - Assa’ult - - - Fined l I. - - ,,,, 26 Salisbury Plain ,, Thos. Marsden - Mrs. Eliz. Kay - Assault - - - Fined a l. - - ,,

 

LIST of FINES imposed on OVERSEERS and others by the SPECIAL MAGIs'rRA'rEs in April 1836.
 r L \St. James - - 10 St. Andrew - - 5 Port Royal - . xClarendon - - 8 St. Calherine - a St. Ann - - - ITrelawny - - 3 Kingston — - a -——Westmorelnnd - - a St. Elizabeth - - 9

6 42St. Thomas-in-the-East
— 
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(No. 5.)

WEEKLY CROP REPORT, ending 3d May 1836.

M Lord
TH Eypast wisek we have had continued fine seasons, and every thing remains quite tran-

uil in the district. The apprentices are receiving a great deal of money for extra labour.
%Vhere they are liberally paid they give the managers great satisfaction; in short, my
Lord, they perform double the quantity of work in a day for 2s. 6d. which they did formerly
for 1 3. 8d.; they not only work extra hours, but with increased assiduity.
The work they like best is cane—hole digging, by which they can earn the most money;

some even 5:. and 63. 8d. per day.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, (signed) S. Pryce, s. M
8m. 8w. 8w. ‘

(No. 6.)

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 3d May 1835,

I HAVE the honour to forward my repmt for the past week, and to represent the very
00d conduct of the apprentices. They are industrious, cheerful and contented. Mr. Charles
tewart, of Tryall, managing Bayley’s four properties in my district, informs me he never

had less trouble with negroes than at present, and they work to his entire satisfaction.
The weather is favourable, the roads in good order, and the country flourishing. The"
managers and a prentices being on good terms, the compulsory labour is performed with
cheerfulness an spirit. The half of Friday system gives general satisfaction to the
labourers, and the managers see the advantage of it.

 

The Marquis of Sligo, ' . I have, 8L0.

Ste. 8m. 8w. (Signed) Wm. Marlton, 3. J.

(No. 7.)‘

My Lord, Windsor, 4th May 1836, Salt Gut P. O.
I HAVE the honour to forward [your Excellency my report for the .past week, and I am

happy at being able to say that t e black population have not yet’ deceived me; words
cannot impress their respect for the laws, and their attention and respect for your
Excellency’s name. '
Some few bad ones of course are to be found in my district, as amongst the population

of all countries.
The sugar estates are promising well, and I do not think that there will be a very great

deficiency; but a decrease must be expected, as the attorneys are trying to screw the crops
out of the 48} hours’ labour, and that, in my 0 inion, is bad policy. I entertain no fear of
the continued success of the authorities, provi ed the masters of all denominations do not
thwart the apprentices.

It is with deep sorrow I am obliged to inform our Excellency that I cannot prevail on,
the masters to give the apprentices in my district half of Friday. I asked Mr. , and
his answer is,-—“ Do net ask for any thing of an extra-judicial nature;" and others blink
the question. .

I assure your Lordship, with a little mercy, together with care and kindness on the part
of the masters towards the apprentices, that every thing would work as well in Jamaica as-
in many old free countries.

 

I have, 8w.The Marquis of Sligo,
‘ 8w. 80c. 81c. (signed) Henry Walsh, 5. J. P.

 

—-No. 215.-—

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of 81590 to Lord Glenelg,
dated the King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 24th May 1836.

MY usual general report on the state of the island for this packetwill con-
tain little more than my former assurances of a favourable nature; in fact,
complaints diminish every day, as all parties, apprentices, masters and specials,
understand .the law better. Crop is now drawing to a close in most parts of the
island, though delayed by various causes in different parts of it. The seasons
have been heavier than have been known‘ for many years; though this will
have a most beneficial effect on next year’s crop, on the spring plants and on
the growth of provisions it has much retarded this year’s, and will, in many
cases, turn the canes rank and spoil the sugar. An extensive visitationlof

meas .es
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measles in St. James’s, Hanover and Westmoreland, will cause the termination
of crop there to be later than usual. Though I have all along foretold that this
crop would be a short one, and do imagine it will be so on the Whole, I hear
no complaints from individuals. In fact, the total failure of the sugar crop in
the southern slave states of America has raised the price here so enormously
that, where estates are unembarrassed, most advantageous sales have been made
in this island for the American market. This has raised very much the spirits
of people here, as it cannot be supposed that the prices at home will fall
very short of those here. In fact, I trust that the high prices will make up to
the full the deficiency in quantity,'and that this year will be as good, if not
better, than the average to the Jamaica planter. As usual, I enclose your
Lordship some documents which may exemplify some of my statements.
Nos. 1, 2 and 3 are the circulars I have issued respecting the classification ;

that measure is much opposed here ; I have, therefore, commenced it merely
with the Chancery estates, and such estates as the managers are disposed to
co-operate with me.
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(No. 1.)
Sir, The King’s House, 12th May 1836.

IN sending you the enclosed circular relative to classification, I am directed to state, that
in the first instance, you will adopt the measures recommended on all estates within your
district that are in Chancery, as orders have been given that such a mode should be adopted
on roperties so circumstanced.

J’ou will then endeavour to accomplish it on the other properties ; but, where opposition
is offered, which is very likely to be experienced at some places, you can only ofcourse report
the circumstance to his Excellency, as it is not in your power to compel the parties to
accede to the recommendation of the executors.

 

I have, &c.
To the Special Magistrates. (signed) W. G. Nunes.

(No. 2.)

Sir, The King’s House, 12 May 1836.
I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor to inform you, that it is his wish that you

should make immediate arrangements for ascertaining the classification of the apprentice‘s
on the different propertiesin your district. His object in imposing this trouble on you is to
obviate all the inconveniences which must otherwise attend the uncertainty under which
so many of these individuals will labour, as to the class to which they belong, when, on the
lst of August 1838, the total emancipation of the non—praadinls shall take place. Many,
it is to be anticipated, who have no right to that privile e will seek on that day to be
relieved from the apprenticeship term; those who have a c aim to those services will be as
anxious to retain them. Much impatience may be expected to arise on both sides; much dif-
ficulty, at that hurried moment, in deciding on their rights, and consequently, much excite-
ment expected to be found in the minds of the apprentices, while their claims are under
discussion.

His Excellency, feeling that most if not all of these inconveniences would be obviated by
the measure adverted to, and that it would beside be much more easy to prove now, than in
1838, how individuals were employed for the twelve months previous to the 28th July 1833,
has to request that you will take the steps by which he now proposes to have it effected.

It is observed by some persons, that the valuators having alread made a classification
when engaged in their duties, no other arrangement is nedessary. n reply, it is sufficient
to say that the valuators have no authority to decide any question between master and ap-
prentices, excepting'the value of the services of those apprentices whom they saw; and.that
your present commission appears to be more a registration of evidence than any decisxon ;
because, where you cannot agree with the agent of the proprietor, after taking evidence, the
matter remains for decision in another manner.
As the law therefore has made it your duty, his Excellency has to request that you will

arrange with the overseer, managers or attornies on the diflerent properties in your district
to have prepared two alphabetical lists of the apprentices belonging to the properties for
which they are respectively concerned, one on a separate sheet of foolscap paper, in the form
laid down in the accompanying specimen, and one in the plantation book, similarly ruled and
Written up. The names and ages will be entered on each, and on the first space-column
the estate classification will be set down, which, until controverted, will be supposed to
be correct. . .

All the apprentices will be called up at the most convenient place, either in the field, if
they6a6re at work, or, if possible, somewhere at the works, where a chair and table caii hie

1 ' . a .
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had. As each person’s name is called, you wilhplease to ask him, if he has any objection
to the classification proposed by the overseer ; if he says not, then mark the wordf‘dltto”
in the second column in each list; initial it in the book, and send him 03‘ at once to his Work,

If there is any disagreement about classification, putthe subject ol'it on.one side, and go
over all those about whom no difficulty arises, for the purpose of sending them to their
labour the moment their respective cases are disposed of. ' .
When this is done, take up the cases which are to be contested, 'and take ewdence. If,

after evidence, the parties agree, mark the indmdual down accordingly; if not, take very
brief notes of evidence, and mark down the individual on both hsts, as one whose rights are
undetermined.
As soon as the mass of business is over, other means and another opportunity will be

given for investigating those undetermined cases further. .
When the whole cases are over on each estate, you Will compare your list with that in

the plantation books, and see that there is no discrepancy between them.
If you find no objection to it, get the overseer to Sign the hst, and sign them also

yourself. . . . . . . .Bring away With you the sheet, and transmit It to 1118 Excellency, to remain in hts office,
endorsing it outside with the name of the parish. property, attorney and overseer, also with
the date on which you have taken the classification. _
Having already received ample instructions as to the rules by which you will determine

on the class to which each apprentice belongs, it is unnecessary here to say more than that
all tradesmen on estates are praadials; all domestics and hospital attendants non-praedials,
no matter whether they have bad days given them or not; all town gangs of tradesmen are
non-praedials.

Should any overseer refuse to permit the arrangement to take place, you will write to the
attorney to request his interference, and if still it should be refused to you, you will then
re on the same to his Excellency, but by no means make any attempt to enforce the clas-
sification, as it can be only done under their instruction, as a voluntary and mutual ar-
rangement. '

Should any OVerseer decline to give you a written hst to keep, you will postpone the
arrangement to another opportunity, as it would take up too much time for you to make the
list yourself at that moment.

His Excellency is aware that it will be impossible for you to make the usual number of
visits to estates while this is going on. He requests, however, that you will make your visit
to each estate once in the month at least during that time, and make the classification sub-
servient to that amount of visits, if the small number of classifications which you shall be
called upon to make will allow you to do so. You will, however, make your usual
wsns.

His Excellency expects that in your weekly reports you will insert the name of each
property where you have adjudicated the classification; and such as you have been pre-
vented from completing, by objections made by the overseer or attorneys, or for want
of lists, giving him in every instance the name of the proprietor and attorney where such
refusal takes place. I

His Excellency considers that you should, on your next visit to each property, speak to
each of the overseers on the subject, and endeavour to arrange, that all matters should be
ready for the classification taking place at the visit terminating the fortnight. Those
you go not see you should write to, taking care that you do not appoint too many for
one ay. .
As you will be pleased to make it your most anxious efl'ort to keep each individual as

short a time as possible from his work, you will immediately, on your arrival at each estate,
commence the duty, and send each person back to his work as quickly as possible.

Should any overseer intimate to you that the lists are ready sooner than the proposed time,
his Excellency suggests that it would not be necessary to postpone the arrangement, but.
that you should take it on the first convenient opportunity.

 

 

     

I have, 8L0.
To the Special Magistrates. (signed) W. G. Nunes, Sec.

CLASS Special Justice’s REMARK 3
N A M E' AGE' in Estate’s Book. Conclusion. 5

Samuel Murphy - .. 4.5 Predial - - Predial.

Ann Rogers - - - 32 Praedial - - Non-praedial.

John Thomas - - 36 Praadial - - - - - - Undetermined.

(No. 3.)

Sir, ' The King’s House, 12 May 1836.
I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor to communicate to you, that it being the

opinion of the Secretary of State, as well as his own, that it would be highly expedient
that the classification of all the apprentices in the island should be ascertained, for the
purpose of avoiding confusion, and possibly disturbance, on the Isl: of August 1838, he

requests
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re quests your assistance towards effecting this object. He encloses you herewith a copyof the letter to the special magistrates, instructing them in the manner in which theysh ould proceed for the purpose, and hopes that you will be kindto the overseers and others under your orders to prepare, withoutpro posed in that .circular, and direct them. to appoint a convenijustices for Vlslllng the estates and making the arrangement.anticipate that there will be any objection to the plan, as in fact it is nothing more thana re gistration of evidence, which will be open to any ultimate contest, in case it shall becon sidered expedient by the then proprietor in 1838.lency and the Secretary 0
previous to the 28th of A
though some difl'erence of o
of the vast majority will be

thereby, as he has reason to know that

enough to give directions
loss of time, the two lists
ent time with the special
His Excellency cannot

Evidence, it appears to his Excel-f State, of the manner in which they have been employedugust 1833, will be easier obtained now than in 1838; andpinions may exist about some few apprentices, the classificationeasily ascertained, and much advantage gained.His Excellency thinks that the interests of the proprietors
predials, under the idea that thereby their servitude would be pof fact, if non-preedials, that will make no difference, as theirfrom their employment previous to August 1833, and cannot bearrangement. he specia
valuations and on many oth
measure, therefore, will be merely doing

Should you, however, feel disinclined
that you will not for a mom

To the Custodes.

EXTRACT of a Letter from James Harris,
dated St. Thomas—in-the-V

l magistrates decide these points

will be much benefitedmany have bad days allowed them, as if they were
rolonged; while, in point
classification is gathered

altered by any subsequent
practically every day, ater occasions, within ordinary course of business. The proposed

ent scruple to say so.

it at once, rather than each day.
to afl'ord his Excellency your assistance, he feels

I have, 8Lc.
(signed) W. G. Nunes, Sec.
 

(No. 4.)

Esq., Special Justice, to the Marquis of Sligo,ale, Charlton, 10th May 1836.
MY report presents a smaller catalogue of offences than usual; but this is owing to myhaving been unable to do any duty for the last two days, on account of the heavy rains,and the rivers and gnllies being impassable; however, out of tehad no complaints. n properties visited, seven
From accounts, I am happy to say that there is a still increasing desire among some ofthe apprentices to labour In their own time for money; but itthey can get continued employment, give up or very much neglect the cultivation of theirgrounds; and should they spend their money improvidently, which is also dreaded, greatem. A remedy suggested is the compelling them to labour intheir grounds once a fortnight during their apprenticeship; butlaw in force to sanction such a measure.

want will prevail among th

My Lord,
I HAVE the honour to en

lency that my district is p
Kensington plantation on S
apprentices belonging to neighbouring properties werebehaved extremely well, at

The Marquis of Siigo.

 

(No. 5.)

is feared that they will, if

I submit there is now no

Torrington Castle, 10th May 1836.close herewith my weekly report, and to acquaint your Excel-erfectly tranquil. I have only to ad.d' that in passing throughaturday last, I heard from the proprietor that upwards of 100
at work for him that day, and they

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Reynolds, 5. J.
 

(No. 6.)
EXTRACT of a Letter from Henry Walsh, Esq., SpecialJustice,

dated

I HAVE the honour to forward
appy to acquaint your Ex

any thing that could have b
now equal them, and I hare no doubt thatand be fit to fill many funet

to the Marquis of Sligo,Windsor, Salt Gut P. 0., 11th May 1836.

cellency that the apprentices in my
een expected; I can assure your Exc

your Excellency my report for the past. week, and I am
district have far surpassed
ellency that few peasantryere long they will make a rapid improvement,ions that at present they are disqualified from holding by law.

they are willing to do any thing for a kind master; they fully athe same time “very sensitive.” A pointer dog will shun hishim; and I have no hesitation in stating that numbers love thmasters love their’apprentices.
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(No. 7.)

My Lord, .S't. Mary’s, 20th May 1836.

IN conformity with my promise I proceed. to state my opinion of the present, and what

I conceive may be the future, state of Jamaica; my Views of the future are founded upon

experience of the past; and the present favourable aspect of things, as far as comes

under my observation, leads me to expect a farther gradual improvement. I am_sangume,

an impetus having been given to the moral imoroyement of our Feasantry, thetr advance

in the knowledge of their duty as members of cmlized society wxl be greatly accelerated ;

upon this most important basis are my hopes fourttled : wnthout an orderly and industrious

peasantry, Jamaica, under a system of unconditional freedom, must decline; but With

such a bod of labourers as inhabit our island, inured as they are to the climate; possessing,

as I hope t ey will do, emulation and a laudable pride tomaintain that position in society

in which we shall shortly see them placed, and an increasmg desire to obtain the comforts

as well as the necessaries of life, Jamaica must advance in prosperity; for these feelings

can only be indulged, or the comforts of life obtained, by the active endeavours of those

aspiring to them. I am perfectly aware there aremany obstacles to be overcome, and

that by many individuals these obstacles are constdered insurmountable; but the best

way to succeed is not to lose time in contemplating the difficulties, but at once to com-

mence and pursue a straightforward system best adapted for their removal. The apathy

for which the negro is so remarkable, the suspicion with which he regards any offer made

him for the improvement of his condition,judging the motive to be self-interest, and many

other peculiarities which distinguish his character, and which, in my opinion, are more

the fruits of slavery than of his nature, may, as I have found in manyiinstances! be made

to give way to better principles; but withoutentermg any further into the discussion,

I shall proceed to call your Excellency’s attention to facts, from which I infer, from the

past and present, our future prospects areencouragmg; In other words, that a decided

improvement has taken place in the apprentices Since lst August 1834, and matters at this

moment wear a favourable aspect, and that these facts being established,justify me in the

views I take of the future. I am not aware that my opinion is very popular; on the

contrary, I rather think not; however, I have given incontrovertible proof it is my real

one, by having invested part of my funds in the purchase of a sugar estate, and further,

that I am at this moment in treaty for the purchase of two others (sugar estates); although,

being willing to back my opinion at the risk of my all: I would not for a moment have it

supposed I am egotistical enough to say, or wish to tmplyZ that I am right, and that all

those differing from me are wrong; I, therefore, in submlttlng my ideas to your Excel-

lency, do so without wishing or having any intention to decry those of others, if the result

of experience; those of theorists, in this case, are not worthy of notice.
The facts to which I beg to call your Excellency’s attention are, first, of a general nature,

detailing my proceedings in contemplation of and preparing for the Abolition Act; with

the results, when determined upon, it became my business to prepare for its adoption,

which I did by explaining to the negroes the enactments therein intended more imme-

diately for their own government and protection, and their total dependence on their

masters for many things of importance to them, to which they had been accustomed, but

upon which the Abolition Law was silent. I however promised that they should be con~

tinned, and, as a proofof my sincerity, abolished the use of the whip as the means of coercing

females, and strictly forbid the use of the punishment therewith upon males,except in cases

of extreme necessity; this commencement was by no means premature, as some would

have it; on the contrary, having by it secured the confidence of the people, the transition-
from one state to the other took place without any material difference in the working of

’the estates ; we had, as a matter of course, to pay wages to the apprentices for work done

in their own time, which they nearly all agreed to; and those who at first objected have

long since come into the terms of the others better disposed, or, perhaps, better informed ,-

and, generally speaking, the position I have assumed is strongly supported by not only the

apprentices continuing to labour for a fair remuneration during their own time, when

required, but a marked attention to their‘ own domestic comforts, which I could illustrate

by facts which exist to my knowledge upon my own and other estates under my manage-

ment. Perhaps the following particular detail may be interesting to your Excellency; it

has reference only to estates under my control. I' would merely preface it by stating, that

the apprentices upon the whole of them are building new, or rebuilding or enlarging

their old houses, and provisions are abundant, whilst manyare becoming daily more

pressing to be employed during their own time; it is notorious they are much better

clothed on Sundays and holidays than formerly. [commence with Orange Hill estate,
in St. Mary’s, with 246 apprentices: crop, 1835, equal to 340 hogsheads of sugar; the

same_crop eXpected 1836. Agualta Vale estate, same parish, 256 apprentices: crop, 1835,
equal to 266 hogsheads of sugar; 300 expected for crop 1836. Esher estate has produced

400 hogsheads of sugar per annum for the last three years; same quantity expected this

year ; not capable of making more. Hazard estate, 1835, 130 tierces of sugar; will make
the same this year. Donnington Castle estate, 170 tierces, 1835; expect. the crop this
year will be 220 tierces. The foregoing estates, your Excellency will observe, are in

St. Mary’s; those which follow are in St. George’s. Fort Stewart estate, 1834, 240 hogs-
heads; 1835.,285; expected for 1836, 330 hogsheads. Windsor Castle, 1834, 115 hogs-
heads; 1835, 120 hogsheads; and expect for 1836, 130 hogsheads. Caen Wood, my
own estate, made, 1834, 130 hogsheads; 1835, 150; will make this year 170; and
expect in 1837 to make‘ 200 hogsheads. Paradise estate: crop, 1835, 110 hogsheads;

expect
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' expecrthis year 150 hogsheads. Friendship Hall, cofl’ee pi‘operty

379

: an increased crop thisyear. Meunt Pleasant, in Portland: 140 tierces for 1835; expect the same this year;this is an impoverished estate. Spring Garden estate, Portland: 1835, made 60 hogsheatls;expect this year 100. _Hermitage: made 110 for crop 1835; willThese facts can all be authenticated if required; and I trust that
There still, however,
and while we watch the progress of events,

eelings and minds of the apprentices; above
for the fear of corporal punishment, and to

allow that I have made out my proposition.
be done; but we have a long time to do it;
it ought to be our main care to cultivate the 1
all things, to substitute a spirit of emulation

make 120 this year.
your Excellency Will

remains a great deal to

bring about that reciproeity of feeling between masters and apprenticeHs shall eventuallyrender the special maglstrate’s Situation a sinecnre; and agam'to prepare for the finalchange in 1840, by the enactment of wise and equitable laws best adapted to meet theexigencies of that important period.

To the Marquis of Sligo.

 

(No. 8.)

(signed)
I have, 850.

John Oldham.

REPORT of PROCEEDINGS of the Assistant Board on Contested Cases,
for the Week ending zlst May 1836.
 

CONTESTED CASES DISPOSED 0F.
 

  

DATE NAMES

0‘ 0f PAR SH N NAll'dE NAllgES
. . u . I . o. 0 osmm' C°"'““”‘°"e”' CLAIMANTS. COUNTER-CLAIMANTS.

Wednesday Honourable St. Catherine - 54.4. - - George Pratt Alice Burke.18th May. Mr. Bernard. Burnell.
Honourable Westmoreland 58 Peter Hogg - - - John Pritchard, byMr. Allwood. James Grant, his attorney.Mr. Middleton. St. Ann - 477 John Macknish - John Anderson, executor.St. Ann 746 Thomas Seaton - - - John Archer, Edward,

Trueman Guy, David
Finlayson and William
Finlayson.

Kingston - 957 - - Catherine Law- - - Dorothy Macfarlane
rence. and Thomas Pinnock.

Kingston - 1,104. "AlexanderDaw- - - Hinton Spalding, John
son Sympson, and Ferguson, Lucius O’Brien
Thomas Sutton and John Escofl'erey.
Taylor Ibbott. ,Hanover - 7o - - Henry Edward Richard Chamber.
Walcott, executor
ofAnn G. Morris.
Susan R. Goodin
. - Anna Williams,
jointly with Row-
land Williams, &
Rachael Johnson
Hylton.
- - John Dobson,
executor of Isa-
bella Tarlington.
- - Thomas Baf-
fington.
Amelia Cowau -
- - William Daly,
byJames M‘Feat,
his attorney...

Westmoreland 61
St. Elizabeth - 717

Westmoreland 51 3 -

St. Ann — 407 4

St. Catherine . 29
Kingston - 1,977     

Robert Locke.
John Gale Vidal.

- - Sarah Bucknor and
William Innes.

- - Seba Shelly, executor
of Donald Campbell.
Daniel Saa.
- - Robert Smith, execu-
tor of Zacharias Daly.

 

Number of cases reported on previous to this Return - .-Number included in this Return - - - - - -

TOTAL number reported on -

Transmitted by Packet previous to this Return - - -
Not yet transmitted . . . . - - . -
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JAMAICA. —N0. 216—

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
No. 216. My Lord, 13th June 1836. ‘

IN consequence of the debates in the ‘House of Assembly respecting the
whipping of females, being conscious that it has been carried on to a greater
extent than I have been able to ascertain, I determined that close inquiries
should be made on the subject. I therefore prepared a circular to the special
magistrates in whose districts the workhouses were ; but before they were sent
off, a message from the House, requesting a return of them, was sent over to
me, and afforded me a means of making a more accurate and successful
inquiry; as, when stated to be by order of the House, less opposition would ‘be
made by the supervisors. I have the honour to enclose you a list of 24 cases,
which I first sent over. In relation to them, I have to say, that in the case of
Jane Reid, at Falmouth, it was sworn that it was by order of the special justice
Davies that it was done. This, I understand, will be impressed on your Lord-
ship in the memorial of the House to His Majesty, in refutation of my calumnies,
as they are termed, as being a justification for the offence. It is useless for
me to say that such could be no excuse; but I must add, that Mr. Davies has
declared to me most solemnly, that he never gave any such order; that
Mr. Kelly, the late member for Trelawny, wrote to me to certify that he was
present when Mr. Davies remonstrated against it, and that Mr. Hill also has
assured me that on the Saturday before the Monday on which Jane Reid was
flogged, he was present when four women were flogged, and that Mr. Davies
had then remonstrated in his presence with Mr. Sloly for so doing. I must
confess that I was much annoyed at finding out that Mr. Davies had been
present at another female punishment, and not notified it to me. The cases
quoted as having recently occurred in Kingston House of Correction, however,
require a further remark; the enclosed letter from Mr. Moresby Will show
your Lordship what obstruction he met with in the house of correction of
Kingston. I have reason to think that it has prevailed there extensively, but
that such extreme caution has been used, that whenever the special justice has
approached the prison, it has been stopped. I have called upon the mayor of
Kingston to explain the cause of the obstruction, and if he does not do so,
I will probably order the supervisor to be indicted for his conduct. Some
circumstances having transpired which excited some suspicion in my mind,
I directed Mr. Hill to proceed to the house of correction of this town, and
investigate closely what had taken‘place there in respect of the punishment of
women. The result I have the honour to enclose, together with a return of
some additional cases of female (juvenile) apprentices, who were very improperly
and illegally flogged in St. Andrew’s. I have 810
The Lord Glenelg. (signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure in No. 216. s
E - Mr. Speaker _ _
gilfiulrgfn I AM commanded by his Excellency the Governor to present to the House, In compliance

with their message of the 3d instant, the particulars of twenty-four cases of female appren-
tices who have been reported to his Excellency to have been subjected to corporal punish-
ment in this island since the passing ofthe Abolition_Act.

Half-way-tree, since June 1835.—Agnes Davis, flogged by Edward Phillips in the field
on Monday, and again on Thursday, proved in evidence that many other women were
flogged at the same time.

Between 15th October and 15th January.—Jane Rentford, by Nelson, the boatswain,
with a cat when on the tread-wheel; she fell off the rail, and cried for water, and the boat-
swain flogged her again across her shoulders with the cat. Whiteman, the overseer, was
present, and ordered it. When she entered the gate on her first committal she was struck
across the shoulders by Waddle, a driver, in Whiteman’s presence; one day also she fell
from the mill on the ground ; Whiteman, the overseer, himselftook the cat out of the driver’s
hands, and struck her across the shoulders till the blood was brought; he then kicked her,
and made her go on the mill again. In the field, at Malines, she was also flogged by the
driver Phillips.
Henny was severely flogged on the mill by Woolfrys, the driver, by Whiteman’s orders.
Charlotte, apprentice to Mr. Osborne, severely flogged by Nelson, by orders of Whitemin;

er
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her clothes much torn; she fell from the mill exhausted, and they flogged her on again; she
begged for water, but the boatswain continued to flog.
Amelia Black, apprentice to Andrew Simpson; on coming into the workhouse her headshaved by Mr. Liddel; he kicked her with his feet in presence of Neptune and Mrs. Liddel.When put on the mill was struck by Neptunein presence of Whiteman and Liddel, who didnot stop it. Neptune next day struck her more severely ; saw many females with marks of

the cat on their back.
St. Mary’s, April 1835.—E|iza Martin, held down in the field and flogged with a cat onher back. John Gordon, tried at quarter session at Port Maria, and sentenced to pay 40 s.‘for the ofience. ,
St.Thomas-in-the-Vale, 14th January 1835.—- Sophia Williamson, from Charlemont; SarahGraham, from Rio Magno; Eleanor James, from Rio Magno; Strawberry Farrar, fromRoza Mount; severally severely flogged, and the matter investigated by the localmagistrates.
Falmouth,.2oth June 1835.-—Sarah Jarrett and three other women same day. SarahJarrett was brought to bed of a child within the month after the punishment was inflicted.25th and 26th June.—-Jane Reid was flogged on both those days by order of Mr. Sloly,the supervisor, for which he was indicted, but died before sentence was pronounced.Mandeville, about 10th September.—Mary Sarjeant and Sarah Crozzie were seen in Man-deville workhouse by a s ecial justice with a severely iacerated back, the result of flogging,and as the justice entere fell from the wheel to the ground in a state of debility; the driverran to flog her, and had his cat uplifted, when the magistrate stopped him and reported thecase. Mr. William Telfor died before the preliminary inquiry terminated, and could nottherefore be prosecuted. It appeared from evidence that Sarah Crozzle was flogged twice;that the driver or bcatswain occasionally flogged her to make her move quicker.
St. George’s, 25 May.—Anna Maria Thompson. At the inquest held on the body it wasfound by the supervisor that he had seen ha flogged, and that the driver had orders to flogany one who did not perform his work. Dr. Robertson swore he saw on the body marks ofsevere flagellation. Moody, the driver, swore he had flogged her four times in the Week.—N.B.-—-Flo ging not supposed by the jurors to have occasioned her death.
Betsy aldron sworn; she has also been flogged.
Kingston House of Correction, 26th February 1835.—Janet Williams. The boatswain ofthe house of correction swore that she had more flogging than the other women on thetread-mill, because she was more obstinate; his shoulder was sprained, and so he could notuse his strength; but he licked her and others at the same time.
Aglar, reported on the committee of the house of correction at the same time to havebeen flogged. No allusion whether other females had or had not been flogged. It was,however, admitted that such were the general orders.
Though these facts were admitted, the rand jury of Kingston threw out the bills againstthe supervisor and his assistants at the Surrey court of assize.
Kingston, 19th May 1836.—Sarah Young, flogged by Mr. Coffee and Edmund Wolf.It appears in evidence that several other women were flogged with a cat by the same.erson.
About the middle of April.—-Elizabeth Emanuel frequently flogged by Mr. Coffee. as wellfor short work at the mill as for talking, for which she was again flogged by Mr. Coffee,not only on the legs but the back; he has seen Mr. Aitchisou frequently stand by whileCoffee did this.
In the beginning of April.—-—Ph(nbe Goidson was flogged with the cat by Joe Smart, 3.driver, for not dancing quick enough, the cat always being near when Mr. Coffee sits.

 

Mr. Speaker, .
I AM commanded by his Excellency the Governor to bring down to the House some fur-ther particulars of the infliction of corporal punishment on female apprentices.
These documents principally relate to occurrences in the house of correction of St. Ca-

therine, which have come into his Excellency’s possession since he complied with the
wishes ofthe House to have such information.

EXTRACT of EVIDENCE taken in' Spanish Town House of Correction 12 June 1836, being
Examinations before Special J ustices Moresby, Higgins and Hill, on the Discipline inthat Institution since the Abolition of Slavery.

Colin M‘Kenzz'e, constable and head task-master, sworn, states, that in April 1835 he wasappointed task-master to the mill; his particular duty was to look after the mill, directing
its labour, with a boatswain under him; a woman,of Dr. Whittaker’s, condemned to hardlabour on the tread-mill, being obstinate and not willing to go through the work, was tied
up, but Mr. Clinch seeing it, declared it improper, and straps for the hands (about half adozen) were procured, and the women were strapped up; these straps are still in use. Atthis time the boatswain attended the mill with a cat in his hand, but deponent cannot say
whet‘her this woman of Dr. Whittaker’s, who was refractory, was ever licked with the cgt;
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but males and females at this time were occasionally struck on the feet and upwards to the

posteriors by the boatswain in attendance, to make them proceed with regularity through

the labour of the mill; that sometimes the magistrates, who might casually visit, have given
various orders with respect to the prison discipline, which deponent has always considered
it was his bounden duty to execute, and that on several occasions Mr. Charles Gordon, a

magistrate of the parish, had directed deponent to use the cat in coercing females as well
as males on the tread-mill; that this has been done in Mr. Charles Gordon’s presence, by

his express orders, to one and all the females on the tread-wheel; this has occurred when

they hung down; on these occasions they have been well licked, the boatswain striking all

the parts of the legs that were bare; that on some of these occasions it has happened that

some one of Mr. Charles Gordon’s own women have been on the wheel ; that this coercing

females with the cat having been done in defiance of Mr. Special J ustice Moresby’s orders

to the contrary, deponent has told Mr. Gordon that he would not use this discipline but

by express orders from Mr. Gordon himself as a magistrate, and then he would not do it

unless Mr. Gordon was present; these orders have been given under these circumstances

by Mr. Gordon and by deponent; the punishment of the cat has been inflicted on females

not once but several times. .
Mr. Burrowes, the superintendent, has never been present at these times ; but on all oc-

casions when he has heard the infliction of the cat in the discipline of the wheel he has felt

it his duty expressly to prohibit it; that when the cat has been used on the legs of females

it has occurred that they have been so cut and swollen that they have been unable for two
or three days to resume the labours of the mill ; that a woman ot'Mr. Smith’s, of Belle Vue,
of the name of Jane Taylor, in particular, was cut and swollen by this sort of discipline,
and she was disabled from the labour of the mill for about two days; this took place
about the end of last year; this woman wasfiogged by orders, and in the presence of
Mr. Charles Gordon. _

Emily Cowan, matron, sworn, states, that she' has seen the women usually brought into
the house of correction, has examined them, when they have stated they have been unable
to go throu h penal labour on the mill, and when she has considered they have not been
able to en me the work has referred their cases to the doctor; deponent remembers
Mr. Charles Gordon coming here on one occasion, and ordering that when women were ob-
stinate that the cat should be used to coerce them; that on one occasion she knew that a
woman brought to her with swollen feet was unable to work on the wheel, and deponent
has reason to believe it was from usin the cat to coerce her; knows that a similar occur-
rence happened with a woman of Dr.‘ hittaker’s, named Jane ; this occurred when the tread
mill was first established.

Prospect Hill, 3d March 1836.—Catherine Shaw, Susannah White, Isabella Williams,
Becky Walker and Little Farry, put on the back ofWilliam Bryant, and flogged by Mr. Che-
vannes, reported by Mr.Bourne.

N. B.—Catherine Shaw aged 12 years; the rest, likewise, children.

 

Jamaica 55., St. Catherine.~——.llIartha Whittaker, apprentice to Dr.Whittaker, of Spanish
Town, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that about two weeks before last Christmas

she was sentenced by Mr. Special Justice Moresby to fourteen days on the tt‘ead-mill in the

house of correction in this parish, and that while undergoing the aforesaid punishment she
was flogged with a cat on the legs by the driver thereof.

Deponent further declares, that her legs and hands were so mangled, and otherwise

severely injured by the flogging she then received, that she was unable to work the mill for
the remaining term of her punishment; and that after she was liberated from the house of
correction she was for two weeks unable to do any work, and that she was for that time
under the medical care of her master, Dr. Whittaker, who expressed much surprise at her
having been so severely punished, and declared that if he thought she could have been
punished in that manner he would not have brought her before the magistrate.

her
Sworn before me this 13 June 1836, Martha >4 Whittaker.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

Jamaica ss., St. Catherine.—-Jane Browne, apprentice to Dr. Whittaker, ofS anish Town,

being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that she was sentenced about the beginning of last

year by the special justice to punishment on the tread-mill in this parish; that while
undergoing the aforesaid punishment she was flogged by the driver thereof with a cat on
the le s. Deponent further declates, that her legs were so swelled and otherwise severely
injure by the flogging that she was brought before the doctor, and was by him exempted
from working the mill for upwards of a week.
. Deponent also states, that at the same time several women were similarly punished by
flogging, and for the same ofl'ence.

(signed) her
Sworn before me this 13 J une 1836, Jane N Browne.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

I Jamaica 55., St. Catherine.—Amelia Browne, apprentice to Miss Johanna Ellis, of Spanish
Town, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that a few days previous to last Christmas
she was sentenced by Special Justice Moresby to ten days’ tread-mill in the house of cor-

4. . . rection
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rection of this parish, and that while undergoing the aforesaid unishment she was severely
beat both with a stick and a cat on the legs, and also about the head, both by the driver and
overseer thereof; and deponent further declares, that she was so severely injured by theblows
she then received that she was unable to work the mill for the remaining term other punish-
ment, namely, five days; and that when she was liberated from the house of correction she
was under treatment of Dr. Reid for the injuries she had received in it for the space of one
month.

 

her
Sworn before me this 13 June 1836, (signed) Amelia y: Browne.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. , mark.

My Lord, Kin ston, 5 June 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofa Ietteridated 3d§une 1836, No.3;573.

I have to state in answer, thatimmediateiy on the receipt of the above letter, I directed the
constables attached to my office to bring before me an woman they might know who hadbeen lately sentenced by me to hard labour on the trea ~mill. I have the honour to enclose
the affidavits of three ot'them. I also proceeded yesterday to the house of Correction to obtain
the information desired by your Excellency; and on making the necessary inquiries from
Mr. Aitchinson, the superintendent of that institution, I was informed by him that the
flogging of females had been discontinued since be, Mr. Aitchinson, had held the situation
of superintendent; but he afterwards stated that for several months past he had received
a verbal order from the committee not to 'carry into effect against women that part of the
fourth rule of the institution wherein whipping is sanctioned.

This statement so contradictory of the afiidavits I had previously taken and the informa-
tion I had received, that I requested Mr. Aitchinson to accompany me to Mr. Coffee, the
head boatswain of the institution. Mr. Aitchinson demurred, but on my proceeding to the
tread-mill where Mr. Coffee presides, Mr. Aitchinson peremptorily and publicly ordered
Mr. Coffee not to answer any questions I might put. I still proceeded, and asked Mr. Coffee
ifit was the practice to flog females eithet with the cat, pointing to one hanging up close
by, or with a stick, whenever they refused, either from incapacity or obstinacy, to dance the
mill. Mr. Coffee said he could not disobey his superior by answering me. .

I enclose your Lordship a copy of a letter I have felt it my duty to forward to his honour
the mayor, complaining of the treatment I received from Mr. Aitchinson when in the exe-
cution of my duty, and I have no doubt, my Lord, that his honour will give me that protec-
tion and assistance I have always as yet received from his hands.

I have, also, my Lord, personally applied to his honour, the mayor, for the affidavits of
the subordinate ofl‘icers of the house of correction,which, with any other information I may
obtain, shall be forwarded with all convenient despatch for the information of your Ex-
cellency. l have, 8Lc.

(signed) H. Moresby, s. J.
 

Sir,
Kingston, 5th June 1836. '

IT becomes my painful duty to call your serious attention to the unjustifiable and out-.
rageous conduct towards me of Mr. Aitchinson, the superintendent of the Kingston House of
Correction ; and at the same time, I beg to claim from your honour, as the chief and pre-
siding magistrate of this city, that protection which is so essentially necessary for' the proper
discharge of those important duties, as special and local magistrate, his Excellency the
Governor has been pleased to assign me.

In the execution of those duties 1 yesterday visited the house of correction, for the pur-
pose of obtaining certain information respecting the interior discipiine of that institution,
and on applying to Mr.Aitchinson, the superintendent, for. the information desired, I
received such answers to my questions as to induce me to require further evidence from the
subordinate officers of that institution. I, for that purpose, begged Mr. Aitchinson would
conduct me to the chief boatswain, Mr. Coffee, that] might in his (Mr. Aitchinson’s)
presence ask such questions as I thought necessary for the object I had in view.
Mr. Aitchinson not only refused to allow Mr. Cofi'ee to answer what questions I might

put, but in a most peremptory and insolent manner denied my authorit ', and defied me
before the whole of the prisoners than working. on the mill.

I have to call your honour’s attention to the eighth clause of an Act passed the 4th July
1834, entitled, “ An Act for repairinf and regulating of Gaols, 8w.” in which your honour
Will see that in making the inquiries thought essential, I was by no means trespassing be
your! the bounds ofmy authority as a magistrate, but on the contrary, I could in that capacity
‘ enter and examine” the Kingston House of Correction. M r. Aitchinson, the superinten-
dent of the above institution, has not only acted contrary to the spirit and letter of the above-
cited clause, in publicly defying my authority, and refusing to allow me to proceed in my
examination, but in so doing has also added personal insult and outrage. As I was pre-
viously aware of the character of the man placed at the head of that institution, I took the
precaution to have with me James Richardson, 3. constable, for the double purpose of
witness and personal security. I h &

ave, c.
(signed) H. Moresby, 5. J.

 

166. Sir,
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Sir, Kingston, 6th June 1836.

I HAVE received your letter of the 5th instant, comElaining of the conduct of Mr.Aitchinson

to you at the house of correction; and I shall lay it efore the common council at their next

meeting. I amlextremely sorry this occurrence should have taken place, and I beg to bring

to your notice that members of the corporation only have any right to interfere with the

rules and discipline of that institution.
You may visit it without interfering; and if you see any thing wrong, it is proper

that you should report it to them. Whenever you desire any necessary information at that

institution, either myself or any other member of the corporation will be happy to accom-
an on to it.

p y y I have, 850.

Henry Moresby, Esq. 8w. 8tc. (signed) H. Mitchell, Mayor.

Jamaica 83., St. Catherine.—-Susa1mah Thomas, apprentice to Miss E. Grant Barrett, of
Spanish Town, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that in the month of March in
this year, she was sentenced to punishment on the tread-mill in the house of correction of
this parish by Mr. Special Justice Hill; and that while undergoing the aforesaid punish-
ment, being ftmabie from weakness to work the mill, she was twice severely flogged by the
driver thereo .

her
Sworn before me this 14 June 1836, (signed) Susannah >4 Thomas.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

Jamaica 55., St. Catherine.——Ellen Palmer Dufrany, apprentice to Miss Dufrany, of

Spanish Town, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that about the end of last month

she was sentenced to three days’ tread-mill by Mr. Special Justice Hill, and that while un-

dergoing the aforesaid punishment, being unable from illness to work the mill, she was
severely flogged by the driver thereof.

her

Sworn before me this 14 June 1836, (signed) Ellen Palmer >4 ngfrany.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

Jamaica 55., St. Catherine.—-—Mary Anderson apprentice to the Crawie Pen, in the parish

ofSt.Catherine, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that on the 28th May in this year

she was sentenced by Special J ustice Higgins to 14 days on the tread—mili in this parish, and

that while undergoing that punishment, being unable from illness to work the mill, she was
flogged by the driver thereof. Deponent further declares that her legs were so severely in-

jured by the blows she there received, that she was taken before the doctor, and was by
him exempted from working the mill for the space of two days.

her

Sworn before me this 14 June 1836, (signed) Mary >4 Anderson.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

Jamaica ss., St. Catherine.—Elizabeth Robinson, apprentice to Miss Watson, of Spanish

Town, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that about the end of last year she was

sentenced by Special Justice Moresby to punishment on the tread-mill in the house of

correction of this parish, and that while undergoing the aforesaid punishment she was flog-

ged with a cat on the legs by the driver thereof. Deponent further declares, that her legs

were so swelled and otherwise severely injured, that she was brought before the doctor, and

was by him exempted from working the mill for the remaining term of her sentence, namely,

one week; and “that after being liberated from the house of correction, she was unable,

on account of the injuries she had received by the flogging, to do any work for her mistress

for the space of two weeks. Deponent also declares, that several women were at the same
time similarly punished by flogging, and for the same offence. b

er
(signed) Elizabeth M Robinson.

Sworn before me this 15th day of June 1836, mark.
(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins.

Jamaica ss.— —Harriet Lake, apprentice to Miss Robinson, bein duly sworn, maketh oath

and saith, that she, deponent, was sentenced to the jread-mifi by Mr. Special Justice

Moresby fourteen days ago, that is, on Monday 30th May 1836, and that while working

on the mill, she, the deponent, saw Mr. Coffee flog the people on the mill; she, the deponent,

received one lick with a cat on the back for not dancing perfectly on the mill. The de-
ponent further states, that there was only one other woman dancing the mill with deponent,
and she, deponent, did not see Mr. Coffee fire a lick at the other woman.

her
(signed) Henrietta N Lake.

Sworn before me this 13 J une 1836, mark.
(signed) H. Moresby, 3. J.

Kingston.

Jamaica
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Jamaica ss.——William Dallas, apprentice to John H. Smith, being duly sworn, makethoath and saith, that he was sentenced to the dark hole in the house of correction, Kingston,for todays, by Mr. Special Justice Moresby, and then when he came out in the morninghe had opportunity of seeing the people Work on the tread-mill; and that the deponent de-clares he distinctly saw Mr. Coffee flog the females with a cat, by the order of Mr. Aitchi-son the superintendent; he, the deponent, swears he heard Mr. Aitchison give orders ex-pressly to flog the whole ofthem.

hisSworn before me, this 14th June 1836, (signed) W'illz'am x Dallas.(signed) H. Moresby, 3. J. _ mark.
Kingston.

 

Jamaica ss.—-Jessy, apprentice to Mr. Veriay of Kingston, being duly sworn, maketh oathand saith, that she the deponent was sentenced to 14 days on the tread-mill by the localmagistrates, in April last; that, When working on the mill, she the deponent has frequentlyseen the females on mill when unable to work flogged with a cat on the back, sometimes threeor four licks; she the deponent states that she was never flogged, because she neverdropped from the mill.

 

' herSworn before me, this 14th June 1836, (signed) Jessy >4(signed) H. Moresbg, Kingston. mark

My, Lord, Kingston, 14th June 1836.I HAVE the honour to enclose three additional affidavits respecting the system of floggingfemales on the tread-miil; and I have also the honour to state, that the information 1 havereceived from persons committed to the Kingston House of Correction, leaves little doubtthat the practice of using the cat on the legs and backs of females when dropping from themill, has been- for some time in operation, and I can find nothing in the printed rules of thatinstitution to forbiri its continuance.
, I have, 8w.To His Excellency the Marquis ofSligo, (signed) H. Maresby.&c. Sac. 8Lc.
 

Jamaica 85., St. Catherine.——Ellm Francis, apprentice to Taylor’s Caymanas, in thearish of St. Catherine, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that in the month ofJuneast year,she Was sentenced by Special Justice Captain Giliam to punishment on the tread-mill in the house of correction in Spanish Town, and that while undergoing the aforesaidpunishment, being unable from illness to work the mill, she was severely flogged on thelegs with a cat by the driver thereof. Deponent further declares, that her legs wereswelled and otherwise severely injured by the flogging she then received; that she was, fbrthe space of two days, under the doctor’s care, and was by him bled.
herSworn before me, this 18th day of June 1836, Ellen N Francis.(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins, 5. J. mark.

 

Jamaica 53., St. Catherine.——Rosy Anna Brown, apprentice to Charles Gordon, of theparish of St. Catherine, Esquire, being duly sWorn, maketh oath and saith, that in themonth of August last year she was sentenced by Special Justice Moresby to punishment onthe tread-mill in the house of‘correction in Spanish Town, and that while undergoing theaforesaid punishment on the mill, she was frequently and severely flogged on the legs witha cat by the driver thereof. Deponent further declares, that whilst in the house of correc-tion, her master, a local magistrate of this parish, several times visited that institution, andthat at each visit he gave orders to the driver to flog her with a cat, and that on one occasionhe himself struck her with a supple—jack.
V her

Sworn before me, this 18th day ofJune 1836, Rosa Anna >4 Brown.
(signed) . Geo. Ouseley Higgins, s.J. mark.
 

Jamaica 55., St. Catheriner—lCIzole Brown, prazdial apprentice on Gordon Penn, St.Catherine’s parish, being duly sworn, states, she, deponent, was sentenced to three days onthe tread-mili in the house of correction, Spanish Town, by Special Justice Moresby, somemonths since, in the year 1836; and deponent states, she was frequently flogged on the feetWith a cat by the boatswain attending the mills, a man named Ellis; that she, deponent,was so flogged because she did not know how to dance the tread-mill.
herSworn before me, this 18th day of June 1836, Chole N Brown.

(signed) William Marlton, 3. J. 8:, J. P. mark.
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Jamaica 53., St. Catherine.—-Mary Amt Smith,'apprentice to Turnbull’s Pen, in the

arish of St. Catherine, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that about the middle of

ast year she was sentenced by Mr. Special Justice Moresby to punishment on the tread-mill

in the house of correction of this parish, and that while undergoing the aforesaid punish-

ment she was flogged with a cat on the legs by the driver thereof. Deponent further

declares, that another woman was at the same time similarly punished by flogging.
er

Sworn before me, this 17th ofJune 1836, Mary Ann M Smith.

(signed) Geo. Ouseley Higgins. mark.

 

EVIDENCE taken at the Mandeville House of Correction, 6 June 1836.

George Deverell, superintendent, sworn.—On the Ist of August 1836, was appointed

superintendent, since which time women have been repeatedly sentenced to hard labour

on the treadmill by the different special magistrates; has never given orders that women

should be flogged when on the wheel, and new never seen this done in any one instance;

on the 3d September last, a woman, named Sarah Ousel, was sentenced to hard labour on

the tread—mill by Mr. Browne ; the boatswain attending the tread-mill (a convict)

switched her on the feet with a whip, as she was continually dropping off, and would not

stop on the wheel; this was done withOut his (the superintendent’s) knowledge, and on his

becoming aware of the matter, gave direction that such a thing should not again Occur.

I’Villiam Wright, boatswain attending the tread-mill, sworn.-——States that Mr. Telfer, the

late superintendent, on one occasion, when a woman named Mary Serjeant, belonging to

May Day Hill, was sentenced to hard labour on the tread-mill by Mr. Browne, gave him

orders to flog her with the whip always when she drop ed 01? the tread-mill; the woman

fainted away once; she was very often in such a state 0 exhaustion as to fall off the tread-

mill and hurt her back on the stones; on such occasions Mr. Telfer stood by and ordered

him to flog away until she again went on the mill; considers she was flogged in a “ woeful”

manner; one morning she fainted on the tread-mill, and he carried her into a room where
she lay all day without any thing to eat until four o’clock; she did not come to herself

until this time ; he got orders to flog every woman who would not stick on the tread-mill;

when the Woman from Coffee Grove was on the tread-tnill, and would not stop on it, he
flogged her; the present superintendent ordered him never to flog women who were sent

to the tread-mill, and when he mentioned before Mr. Browne, the special magistrate, that

_he had flogged the woman from Cofl'ee Grove, he “ checked him.”
William Davis, the second boatswain, sworn.—Remembers a woman, named Mary

Serjeant, being on the tread-mill when Mr. Telfer was superintendent; she would not stop

on the tread-mill, and Mr. Telfer stood by and ordered them to flog her always when she

came down ; the woman fell down from exhaustion, and always hurt herself on the stones;
him and the head boatswain took the flogging time about; cannot remember how many

lashes on her feet they gave at a time, but always continued to flog until she got up;
considers that she was flogged very severely; flogged her on the legs up as far as the
knee, and when she was lying on the ground, all over the body; her clothes we never took

off or lifted up to flog her; sometimes they put on handcuffs, and then put a rope over
the handcufi's,with which she was hung up to the tread-mill; on one occasion, when she was
hanging up in this manner, she fainted ; he had her taken down and put into a room, where
he thought she was dead; her skin was stiff and would not stretch ; considers that if an old
lady had not come and bathed her with hot water and given her medicine, that she would
have died; Mr. Telfer stood by when this woman was flogged, and saw it well done;
remembers when the Cofi'ee Grove woman was on the tread-mill; him and the boatswain
flogged her when she would not stop on; this was in the time of the present super-
intendent, but he did not know that they flogged her; him and the head boatswain did
not know that they were doing wrong, as Mr. Telfer told them to flog every one who
would not stop on the wheel ; Mr. Deverell ordered him never to flog any woman sent in
to the tread-tnill.

(signed) J. W. Grant, 3. J.
Mile Gulley Pen, Manchester, 8 June 1836.

 

—No. 217. —

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Highgate, June 23d, 1836.
IN making to you my usual report on the general state of the island, I have

nothing to add to my recent representations that tranquillity and good conduct
prevail generally among the negroes. The unusually heavy rains which have
prevailed since the departure of the last packet have much retarded the
progress of the crop. I fear that it will not be entirely finished till the end of
August. The great floods which have ensued have destroyed whole fields of
canes. The classification has been proceeding rapidly, but as I have in no

manner
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manner forced the thing, many who refused at first have now intimated their
approbation of it. Far from unsettling the minds of the negroes, I am told
that it has had precisely the contrary effect, as the negroes now feel that their
overseers cannot impose upon them. I have a vast many refusals, and several
assents, from those Who at first refused; there are not a doien cases undeter-
mined in all that has been done, and not one difference of opinion between the
manager and the magistrate; but several will, I dare say, be found on the
estates of those who have refused. Those who have acceded, fearing nothing,
have had it done, and they will reap the fruits of it ; I wish that the proprietors
would write out from home to have it done on all their estates.

I fear that the system of illegal valuation, which I have so frequently before
reported, is still very prevalent ; besides the cases, sent home herewith, I shall
have some to send home, I trust, ready by next packet. I have written forexplanations which I require first. Amidst all the representations of anunfavourable nature Which it is my duty to make, I am happy at being able tomention a circumstance of pleasing character. An old woman came to mesome time ago, representing that she had a claim for 5001. on her master’sestate, and that she could not receive it. Her story appearing plausible, I got
a solicitor, Mr. Dewdney, of Kingston, to undertake the matter for her ; by hiszeal and exertions he got the woman an offer of 3001. down, without the riskand cost of a lawsuit, and the chances of those most nefarious and fraudulentdevices, so prevalent in this island, of priorities. She wished to accede to theoffer, and I sanctioned it of course. The woman is an apprentice, and whenshe got the money, declared she would not liberate herself, but gave the wholemoney away at once to her son and daughter in equal shares. Should sofriendly a feeling between master and apprentice prevail generally in Jamaica, it
would be a fortunate thing for the island.

I enclose, as usual, various documents, some of which may possess some
interest; one, No. 5, you may perhaps have made out at home; it shows the
effect of high valuation in a marked manner; it was sent for from the House
as an argument against my representations of the high valuations; the result,
however, was, I am told, totally unexpected. No. 8 confirms a most satis-
factory instance of industry among the negroes. The extent to which flogging
of women has been carried in St. Ann’s parish, without my knowledge, exceeds
far all calculation. The supervisor swore that he never saw or knew of
such a thing. It must follow, that he knows very little ;of his duty to let such
things occur, without his knowledge, in the workhouse; but I understand
that it is not intended to visit him with any punishment. I have ordered
proceedings to be taken against the magistrate who was proved to have ordered
all these inflictions. He has not qualified under the new custos, Mr. Wilkie,
and I have withdrawn his commission to prevent his doing so. Some pro-
ceedings I have also ordered against the supervisor of the house of correction of
Kingston, as well for cruelty and the infliction of punishments not ordered by
the special justice, as for obstructing Mr. Moresby in the execution of his
duty. The bills I ordered to be sent in against the supervisor of St. Mary’s
workhouse, for cutting ofl“ the women’s hair there, were thrown out by the
grand jury; I do not know what course the Attorney-general means to pursue
in this case. I have &c

The Lord Glenelg, (signed) Sligo.
&c. &c. &c.
 

Enclosure in No. 217.

 

LISI‘ of DOCUMENTS enclosed in this Despatch.
(No. 1.)—Case of high valuation, with Protest of Mr. Special Justice Gurley against it.
(No. 2.)——Case of valuation, reported by Dr. Hulme.
(No. 3.)—Va.luation of Cecilia Richards, by Mr. Finlay.
(No. 4.)—Extraordinary valuation, by Mr. Lemonius.
(No. 5.)—Calculations of valuations, paid and unpaid, from 1 August .1834 to 31 May 1836,

showing the number prevented from purchasing their freedom by the over-pnce put on them.
(No. 6.)——Report of Inspector Daly, showing the improved state of things.
(No. 7.)—-Mr. Lyon’s Report of the neighbourhood ofhis district.
(No. 8.)—Dr. Hulme, confirming a most satisfactory Report of the quantity of work done by the

apprentices in their own time on Pew Estate in Hanover. This was originally received from another
person, and sent to him to be inquired into.

166. (No. 9.)

JAMAICA.
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(No. 9.)—Mr. Nolan’s favourable Report of his district. , .

(No. 10.)—-State of Mr. Cooper’s district, and allusion to the eight hour system.

(No. 1 1.)—Fines for oppression in May. ‘ ~ .

(No. 12.)—-Rep1y to the Message of the Assembly, requesting to know how many children have

been apprenticed to their masters. . _ _ . '

(No. 13.)—Report of the number of miles travelled and estates Vistted by sttpendlary magistrates

in the month of May.

 

(No. l.)

PROTEST of Mr. Special Justice Gurley against the Valuation of Sally Carty.

I PROTEST against this valuation, in the first place, my Lord, as it has appeared in evi-

dence that the woman is working in the second gang; that she has five children. and is now

regnaut with the sixth. I protest against it, in the second place, because I am myself

hiring a stout able woman, without any incumbrance, for 161. per annum, without being

liable for contingencies, such as clothing, medical attendance, 8L0. I protest against it, in

the third place, because the remainder of the apprenticeship of 60 able hands was pur-

chased in this district not Iona since for 7001.; and, lastly, I protest against it, because

the apprenticeship of Edward_ ason, which I reported on the 6th instant, was not valued

at 101., although he is afar more able servant, according to the evidence, than Sally

Carty.
 

VALUATION RETURN.

Chapelton, Clarendon, 16 April 1836.
 

NAME OF APPRENTICE. AGE. 'HEALTH. CLASS.

 

Sally Carty, of Fearon’s Pen - - ', 35 Good - - - - Praedial attached.   
 

John Macnaught, Esq; . - -
William Rose, Esq. } Justices. John Gurley, Special Justioet

Witness for Estate.—Henry Gardner, a constable to Fearon’s Pen, sworn, states, that Sally

Carty is working in the second gang; she has five children, and is .

' ' now pregnant with the sixth ; herhealth is good on these occasions.
This evxdence was not objected to by Mr. Hayle, of Fearon’s Pen.

Mr. Macnaught - - - :5. 18
M1'. Rose - - - - 18
Mr. Gurley - — - - 10

Case not decided, and referred to his Excellency the Governor. .
(signed) John Gurley, s. J.

The remaining term of apprenticeship being four years three months and a half, if the
valuation of the local magistrates had been completed, the gross amount would have

  

been,

_ , , 5-77 5 -
Deductthml for contmgencnes 25 15 —

Net Award - 13.41 to —

(No. 2.)
My Lord, Chelsea, May 31, 1836.

AN apprentice, named John Pickering, was brought forward for valuation on Saturday

last. The overseer of the property (Cousin’s Cove) stated that he was an excellent cooper,

and considered him worth 301. per annum. The enclosed document was then put in by

Mr. Dickson. The magistrate appointed by the estate refused to value him under 401.
er annum ; myself and the other magistrate agreed that he ought to be valued at the rate

e was hired out for by the estate; viz. 251. per annum. It appears he has been hired

for the above for the last nine years. As we could not agree, I thought proper to refer the

case to your Excellency.
Another apprentice, a mason belonging toa gang ofjobbers, and who has been employed

in various places at his trade, and, when not required in that capacity, has assisted in'the

cultivation of ginger on the settlement to which he belongs, was brought up for valuation.

The magistrates could not agree whether he should be valued as a praedial or a non-pz‘aadial.

I shall be much obliged by your Excellency’s opinion on the subject.

I have, 85C.

(signed) John R. Hulme.

John Pickering, hired by me from Mrs. N. M‘Callum since 1827, at 251. per annum;
estate paying clothing and doctor’s biils.

Luceav, May 28, 1836. (signed) W. A. Dickson.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo
Ste. &c. &c. ’
 

(No. 3.)
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(No. 3.)

VALUATION RETURN.

St. Catherine, Spanish Town, May 28, 1836.
 

NAME OF APPRENTICE. AGE. HEALTH. CLASS.

 

Cecilia Richards, of Craig Elleekie - - 4.0 Not good - - Pradial, unattached.   
 

fiichiilrgfiillf‘iisq. } Assocmte Justices. George 0. Higgins, Esq., 3. J.
Witness for Estate.

Mr. Gear e Grant sworn.—Cecilia Richards is a praedial, unattached ; her age is about 40or 41 ; her tealth is, I think, at present good ; Was ill for a few weeks some time ago; can-
not say what she is worth, but my father generally gets 33. a day hire for his apprentices;
her character is good.
Mr. Sad sworn.—Is in the habit of hiring apprentices from Mr. Grant, and generally

gives him 33. a day for each apprentice; I offered him the other day 23. 11 d., and he re-
fused ; would not give more than 251. a year for C. Richards, even though she might
realize 3s. a day.

J. R. St. John, Esquire, Island Engineer, states, that he gives at present 3.9. a day for
able-bodied apprentices; if they are not strong he requires two for one, and three for two;
would not give 33. a day for Cecilia Richards; would estimate at the rate of three
for two.
A certificate was produced from Dr. Turner, stating that C. Richards had no complaint

of importance.

Apprentice’s Witness.

Susannah Johnson sworn.—C. Richards is her sister; she has been very sickly latterly ;
she has had eight children ; only one of them is living; she is much troubled with a pain
in her back, and also with a disease arising from frequent abortive births.
A certificate was produced from Dr. Taboir, stating that C. Richards has a complaint of

some standing, unfitting her occasionally for active employment; that she is liable to its
recurrence, and its effect must certainly be that of reducing the value of her services.

After some consideration, it appeared thatMr. Hill and Mr. Higgins agreed in valuing her
at 161. 133. 4 d. a year. '

Four years and two months - - £. 69 1o —
Deduct one-third for contingencies - 23 3 4

 

£46 6 8
 

0

Mr. Finlay states, that he considers her worth 691. 18 s. 11 (1. without any deduction,
and that he will not sign her certificate for freedom at any less sum.

 

(signed) Geo. 0. Higgins, s. J.

(No. 4.)

Retirement Pen, Trelawny, Rio Bueno P. 0.
My Lord, 7 June 1836.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, and in reply beg to say, that
the case of many apprentices will not allow a yearly value to be put upon them ; for instance,
that of Catharine Baily, who, though she is between 60 and 70 years of age, has been
valued at 64 l. by Mr. Lemonius, for the following reasons, and upon the following calcula-
tion: Catharine Baily’s conduct very good, and most faithful servant, and driver to the
small gang, and consequently her services are bondfide invaluable to her mistress; besides
which she is past the age of breeding, and consequently worth ten per cent. more than if
she were a young woman ; however, for argument’s sake, she is valued at 2 s. 60?. per (lay for
200 days in the yeartand for four years is 1001.; deduct for her age and every thing else 36
per cent. Now, let us look at the difference; take a very bad character of the same age;
why, her mistress is glad to get rid of her at any price; consequently all an apprentice has
to do is to become bad, to enable him or her to purchase her freedom cheap. Now the way
I calculated this woman was not what she is now worth, but what she cost her mistress, and
the services she has rendered; for surely a good apprentice ought to have calculatedfifty
long years qu00d andfaitlful service. Not that I believe in her old age she will benefit by
the change, but, as she says herself, hope offreedom supported her for and through fifty
ears of labour, and she is afraid she will die before she obtains it ; and now that she has a
ittle money, her former good conduct is brought in judgment against her, as she says, and I
think very properly, is a very hard case, and it was for this reason I objected to the valua-
tion placed upon her. I have 8L0, .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) G. D. Gregg. 5. J.
8m. 8w. ate.
 

1 65, VALUATION
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VALUATION RETURN.
Retirement, 1 J une.
 

- ‘ NAME OF APPRENTICE. AGE. HEALTH. CL A SS.

 

65 Good - - - - Praedial.
. Catherine Baily, female, of Mrs. Eamshaw,

of Dry River - . - . -    
 

11$}: gzngliiiistit, }Associate Justices. G. 'D. Gregg, s. M.

Estate’s Witness - - - - None.
Apprentice’s - - - - - None.

After some consideration it appeared that Mr. Lemonius
valued her at - - - - - - - - £. 64

Mr. Scharsmidt - - - - - - - - 16 ..
Mr. Gregg - - - - - - - - - 10

11:990 - -

13.30 - -
 

To this I objected, as the woman is very old and totally unfit for work.

. Sum not Paid' (signed) G. .D. Greg , 8. J.
 

(No. 5.)

RETURN of the Number of Apprentices who have been valued for the remainder of their
Apprenticeship, between the lst of August 1834 and 3ist May 1836.

998 - - - for £. 33,998. 5. 41:. paid, averaging 15. 34.
624 - - - for £. 29,455. 1. 1}. not paid, averaging f. 47.

 

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Bluefields, Westmoreland, 24th May 1836.
I DID myselfthe honour ofsending a report to your Excellency on the 281h of last month,

giving such information as I could obtain in a journey which I had then made by the south-
side road from this to the seat of government. On my return by the north, Iendeavoured,
by all the observation and inquiry in my ower, to obtain every further information
relative to the conduct of the apprentices, an all other circumstances connected with the
interests of the country generally. I travelled through the parishes of St. Catharine,
St. Thomas-in-the-Vale, St. Ann, Trelawny, St. James, part of Hanover and Westmore-
land. I can with perfect security assure your Excellency, that, with very few exceptions,
the reports I received of the conduct of the apprentices were highly satisfactory; and my
own observation enables me to state, that I consider the most marked improvement in the
general demeanour of the apprentices is becoming quite conspicuous. On Sundays all the
places of worship appear crowded, and the Sunday schools also well attended.
On some estates they havefallen off in the estimated crops, which is more frequently

imputed to the dry weather last year than any neglect of the apprentices, particularly in
Trelawny; they appear, in certain districts there, to have suffered much from the above
cause; but I cannot here omit a circumstance which should, I think,'make some impression
on the minds of persons who may be hostile to the new system. Mr. Shirley, who was so
reprobated by many, has two estates in Trelawny, on which they are making six to seven
hundred hogsheads of sugar, this resent crop, which is more than double the returns of
any other estates in that parish. it St. James the crops are, in some parts, reported to be
short of what was expected, but I do believe, from my own general observation, that there
was a very great insufficiency of cane planted for the last crop in most parts of the island.
It is, however, a very happy feature in the resent state of things, and an admirable one,
that, in almost every part of the country through which I passed, the planters are, with
almost new vigour, extending their cane fields and other cultivation considerably; indeed,
my Lord, it is quite impossible that matters could be progressing more favourably. In
“/estmoreland, the crops are generally turning out equal to the earliest expectations of
the planters, unless the present very heavy rains may give an unexpected check to them,
an_d_a very goodxunderstanding appears to exist between the masters and apprentices in
this parish. It appears to me that there are more schools in this parish at resent than
any other throu h which I have passed. There are Episcopalian, Moravian, £resbyterian,
Methodist or esleyan, and Baptist schools, all of which appear to be well attended, and

’Zealously conducted by the gentlemen of the above different religions persuasions, who
preside over them—the effect of which must be productive of much future good to this
community.

I have, &c.

(signed) R. Duly,

Inspector Comwall Police and s. M.
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(No. 7.)

‘ Palmetto River, Blue Mountain District,
My Lord, St. Thomas-in-the—East, 25 May 1836.

HAVING last week visited several_estates in the Plantain Garden River District, I conceive
It my duty to acquaint your Lordship with the result of the inquiriesl made.
Sunning Hill estate appeared to be in very bad order, which was attributed by expe-

rienced planters in the neighbourhood to the mismanagement of the overseers lately in
charge. To remedy which evil, the proprietor, Mr. R. Cargill, has recently appointed
Mr. Miller overseer of Friendship, the adjoiningestale, attorney, who has only taken charge
within the last two weeks. Mr. Miller informed me Friendship estate will be deficient 33
hogsheads this year in the amount annually made; but spoke very highly of the conduct of
the people, and the very rare occasion he had for complaint of their industry or general
behaviour ; and, as a proof of his confidence, observed, that he will this year have planted
60 acres in canes, the largest field ever put in at one season on this estate.

The Rhine estate is doing exceedingly well; I saw Mr. Barclay, the attorney, and the
overseer, and received the same assurance from both. The crop will be the same as last
year. The great gang were spoken of as rather indolent; but the second gang in terms of
reat praise, and as doing as much work as the great gang. As an inducement for pecu-

fiar local attachment as a means of assuring labour on the estate after the apprentice-
ship, Mr. Barclay is building, at the expense of the estate, very superior shingled and
floored houses, 16 feet by 22, with hall and bed-rooms, according to the number of their
families, for some of the princi al apprentices; a plan, I conceive, that must necessarily be
attended with a most beneficialpresult.

It is impossible for any property to be more flourishing or in better condition thanPlantain Garden River estate. The crop this year will equal that of the last three years,which, singularly enough, have not varied more than two to three hogsheads. Theapprentices were described as very orderly and industrious. Green Castle has a jobbinggang who are in constant employment, and digging cheerfully 75 cane holes daily; an
evident proof of great industry, from the size of the cane holes in the River district being
much larger than the average of other parts of the parish.

A new feature in the history of the country, and I trust a favourable omen for the
future, is that the Maroons are now, in some degree, supplying the great demand for labour
that the confidence of managers and the high price of sugar has created, by coming in
considerable parties to contract for field labour in Plantain Garden River district. Major
Mackenzie with a party, and Captain Minott with another, have taken several contracts.
I had some conversation with Captain Minott, a very intelligent Maroon, who came to
Green Castle to contract for clearing the extensive pastures of that estate, and from what
I learned, he was disposed to do it on very reasonable terms. The Maroons have always
been represented as a very indolent race, averse to any settled or continuous pursuit; but
I trust that stigma will be now and for ever removed, and that, as an example has been so
early set by them, its influence will extend to their brethren at present in servitude, and
have the effect of inspiring confidence in masters, and of enabling them to perceive that
their true interest does not consist in visionary and impracticable schemes of white
immigration, but in encouraging and attaching by conciliation and kindness the servants
who are at present domiciled on their properties, and who are alone capable of successfully

 

continuing the manufacture of sugar. I have 8“:
r ' '

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon, s.J.
8w. Ste. 8w.

‘ (No. 8.)

My Lord, Chelsea, Lucea, May 31st, 1836.
I 336 to return the enclosed paper, and have to state, for your Excellency’s information,that with regard to the 1st Fact, the occurrence alluded to took place on Friday the 13th,and not Saturday.

Fact 2.—Quite correct.

Fact 3.—-The apprentice does not belong to the estate, but he performed the workexactly as it is stated. It may not, perhaps, be deemed superfluous for me to add, thatseveral of the estate people and jobbers employed on the estate have dug from 150 to200 cane holes in their meal times alone during the last week, and without devoting anypart of their half Friday or Saturday to them. ‘ I have &c, .
The Marquis of Sligo. (signed) S. R. Hulme, StJ.

 

1 66. Isl: Fact.—
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17 May 1836.

1st Fact.—River estate, Saturday, 14: The overseer had called over his list in the field,

when an apprentice not connected with the property came and asked to dig cane holes ;

the reply was, “ We give 3 5. 4d. per hundred, go, if you choose,” and the man went; in the

evening the man returned, and was paid by daylight, long before dark, so that he could

not have worked more than ten hours (even though he had not taken any time for. meals),

yet he received 8 3. 4d., having dug 25o holes.

2d.——Same estate and day: An apprentice not connected with the property, having.

worked on his own estate his 4; hours, came to dig cane holes. He could not have

commenced before twelve o’clock, and being paid with the former apprentice, he could

not have worked so late as six, P. M.; yet he received 43. 211., having dug 126 holes.

3d.——Same estate and day : An apprentice belonging to the estate finished his full day’s
task, 120 feet of trench, two feet broad and two feet deep, and then desired to dig cane-
holes for himself. He was also paid with the others, and received 3s. 4d., having dug
:00 holes.

 

(No. 9.)

My Lord, Olive Park, Vere, 1 June 1836.

I HAVE the honour to enclose my weekly diary. 1 have great pleasure in stating for the

information of your Excellency, that the conduct .of the apprentices in this parish is
praiseworthy to a degree; most of the estates will finish crop this week, which is,' at least,

six weeks earlier than last yeaf, making on many estates a larger crop, although a great
- falling off was at one period expected, from the unusual early arrow of the canes, occa-r

 

sioned by heavy seasons. I have, 8w.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Nolan, s.J.
&c. &c. &c.

(No. 10.)

My Lord, Green Island, 31 May 1836.
MY diary for the week ending this day, and monthly list of properties, are herewith

transmitted for your Lordship’s inspection. In the latter your Lordship will perceive that
ill health has prevented my visiting many of the estates in this district during the month,
but I have the satisfaction of knowin , from the reports I have received of those not
visited, that they are in general perfect y tranquil, and progressing quietly in the works
usual at the close of crop.

The continuance of heavy rains has caused some damage in the cane fields, being low ;.
and the little rivers of,this art of the country have been, I am informed, much more
swollen than has been known for many years. Some of the roads are in such a state that
one or two estates are unable to get down their sugar.

The revalent ground of complaint among the apprentices is still being Iéheated of time,
a comp aint I fear too often justly made. The eight hour system is the curse of the negro,
and thejuggling instrument of his manager, who, under pretence of working him on that
system, often takes from 45 to 50 hours of his time ; but he has no means of proof, and
his only hope is in the chance of its abolition by law. I have 8Lc, .

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. S. Cooper.
8m. 8w. Ste.

 

(No. 11.)
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‘394 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

JAMAICA. (N0. 12.)

*— MESSAGE to the ASSEMBLY, 9th June 1836.

Mr. Speaker, _ .

HIS Excellency the Governorbegs to Inform the House, that by the reports he has recewed
from the special magistrates,who were called upon, 1n comphance w_1th.the fifth Message

of the Assembly of the first instant, to furnish returns of the number of chtldren apprenticed

under the 18th clause of the Abolition Act, it would appear there have been only seven cases
of that description. _

His Excellency is very happy to find that so few mstances have occurred of mothers who
are apprentices being unwilling or unable to support tl1e11' free children, affording as 11. does
a most satisfactory proof of the industrious disposmon wh_leh has stimulated them to the ex-
ertions necessary to avoid availing themselves of the provmons under that Act, to prevent the
destitution of their offspring.

_ (No. 13.)
RETURN of the Number of MILES TRAVELLED and Es'rA'rzs wsrnw in the Month of May 1836.

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending
5 May 1836. 12 May 1836. 19 May 1836. 26 May 1836. T O T A L S.

N AMES - . - . - o . . ° . ° .. .. o . , o

3§§3355111§4.21§935§
f "‘ 'a .1 93? .5 o5,_g-5 :5 van“? 9;: '45...“ 3 v 05, 1.. '

° '5 5.112 a '= £5 a: a -: 5:53 E '5 ?.eéé E '5 15—, 31‘ “5-3
MAGISTRATES. " 3 3%‘55 :2 8 5333.5 : 3 5.3435 1; 3’ 3.5815. 1; .73 EH. 3.: 3a

3 3323-2; 3253;; 55505.; 2250‘; .2 s 1;; 53 55
2 131352232 £13022: {3:302:11 S fifiozm fl :3 mo 2 20

Alley. w.1-1. ‘- - - 93 1a 7 - 19° 19 3 || 115 12 9 - 6° 9 6 II 388 45 33 37 33
Baines, T. J. - - - 83 13 12 - 4o 8 7 83 13 12 I 81 14 12 || 287 48 43 4o 7

B! 1m. E. D. - - - 84 18 12 - 25 9 7 — 25 5 2 l 46 13 10 | 180 45 31 39 49
Be 1, W. A. - - - 66 16 12 - 46 8 4 - 77 21 19 | 71 11 1o - 260 56 45 110 63
Boume, S. - - . ._ _ .. — 5o 6 2 - 30 6 24 3 - - 104 15 7 2o 49
Brownmn, W. H. - - - - - - . - . No duty; has been ill since his arrival.
Camaby,W. - - - 33 13 9 || 45 17 12 — - - - Medical certificate - - - 78 3o 21 4o 21
Cooking, R. - - - 75 29 26 || 85 27 27 ll 72 26 ' 22 | 76 25 19 308 107 94 - . 19
Cbamberlaiue, R. J. - - 80 12 8 || 57 9 7 ll 91 11 l 7 54 11 8 282 43 3° ' - 47
Cooper, R. S. - - - - - - - Medical certificate of indispositiou - - - - 34 3 3 34 3 3
Damon, H. W. - - - - — - 102 21 19 18 6 5 || Medicalcertificate 120 27 24 - - 7

naught“ 11- - - - 41 8 7 u 60 14 13 60 13 12 63 13 11 224 48 43 - - 13
DaViel. 'l- - - - 7o 15 10 || 62 15 13 60 15 10 -— 4o 9 5 - 232 - 54 38 36 28

Dawson. lK- - - - 42 11 9 || 34 17 12 36 9 6 || 33 11 9 - 145 48 36 2o 33

Dillon, T- A. - - ~ 131 21 18 - 121 26 21 - 113 20 14 - 151 29 27 - 496 96 80 255 23
Dunne.P. ~ - - 84 21 15 || 38 12 6 || 102 20 16 54 14 9 278 67 46 - - 42
Ewart, 10- - - - Medical certifica'e 77 9 5 85 8 4 39 7 3 203 24 12 - - 21
FEW: 3- 3- - - - 90 12 - 85 15 8 — 69 7 4 105 14 13 349 48 33 55 4o
Filllflysont W. - - - 68 21 13 || 49 17 15 || 69 _22 14 | 69 22 15 | 255 82 57 - - 133

Fishbonrue, E. E. - - 80 12 9 - 61 16 11 - 83 19 15 - 48 11 1o - 272 58 45 960 23
Fyfe, Alexander G. - - 46 7 3 - 54 15 8 - 80 10 4 — 47 9 7 - 227 41 22 2o 79
Greggfli D. - - - 74 13 9 || 83 11 7 || - - Fever - - 91 15 8 — 248 39 24 48 24

Gmley’Jobfl 7 - ~ - - - - - 0n cave - -, - - - 90 12 12 | || 18 15 3 108 26 15 - - 2o
GmttJ- W. - - - 111 20 20 u 74] 6 | 3| || 111 26 21 — 79 14 13 375 66 57 ' 3o 21
Gordon, Geo. jun. . - 38 5 4 - - - - - - 011 cave - - - - - 34 . 4 2 72 9 6 39 9

Hamilton. C. - - - 67 24 17 - 78 26 18 l 65 22 14 n 76 24 21 | 286 96 70 2o 27
H5111!) Jamel - - - 92 17 10 — 89 1o 7 — 85 18 12 — 94 12 5 — 360 57 34 57 87
B&Wkimt 0- - - - 54 16 11 - 88 23 2o — 68 2o 14 - 66 16 13 276 75 58 74 33
Higgim,G. 0. - - - 84 26 21 _ || 62 21 14 || 91 3o 28 || 51 19 12 288 96 75 - - 55

m"’ Richard _ .- _ _ _ _ _ _ || _ _ {Town dutf, Spanish own I! _ _ _ _ _ _ || _ ' - _ _ _ . _ _ 37

Hewitt, William - - - - . . . . - - - - Medical certificate,

Hulme.J. R. - - - 79 27 22 I 50 9 6 — 39| 14| 9| l] | 70| 15] 8| — 238 65 45 24 22
10116811 W. - ~ - 98 21 11 — 62_ 12 9 - - - - Medicaloemfioate - . - - 160 33 20 44 36

Kelly.D.W. - - - 82 12 7 | 61 14 13 | 76 22 18 91 19 16 || 310 76 64 -- . 19

Kent, Henr - - - 66 7 4 l 83 18 16 a 74 18 16 86 1o 5 — 809 53 41 90 3°
Lnidlnm - - - 95 22 17 l 76 16 13 - 56 13 1 1 7o 16 1 3 || 297 67 54 28 27
Lambert. R. S. - - 51 17 11 - 48 13 7 — 51 14 11 38 1o 9 — 198 54 38 164 39
Lloyd,Samuel - - - 122 19 19 || 71 8 3 — 134 18 15 — 74 12 6 _ 401 57 43 142 17
Lyon. E. B. - - -‘ 82 18 11 I 68 9 6 [00 2o 11 | 58 15 13 || 308 62 41 - - 66
Matlton,W. F. - ~ - 92 12 7 80 1o 9 77 1o 4 91 10 5 — 340 49 95 30 43
M‘Leod. A. N. - '- 22 16 1o 22 11 7 86 21 16 t 24 14 9 || 154 62 42 - - 58
Momby,H. - - - - - - - - - - - - Town duty, Kingston - - - - - - - - - - ' - ' - ' ' 69° 94-
Nolan,James - - - 6o 17 16 || - - - - - 011love - - ‘ - 44 18 17 . ~ 104 35 33 . - 2
0de|L50hn - - - 55 9 5 u 16 5 4 || 23 | 3 1 | || 34 8 5 _ 128 25 15 30 21

Oliver: T- M. - - - 67 17 15 — 75 17 16 — 63 15 -- 53 lo 8 — 258 59 5o 175 37
Palmer, A. L. - ~ - - - - - - - . - - - - - No dut .
Peunell, R. c. - - . 60 12 7 — 47 10 3 — 65 u 7 - 54 12 a 225 45 95 391 73
PhilP: 3- D- - - - 102 17 14 l 69 12 10 — 90 13 11 || 93 16 15 || 354 58 5o 20 8
Pryce, 3- - - - - 89 4o 33 || 58 30 27 — 71 21 19 - 72 34 27 290 133 106 125 56

Ramsay, W- - - - - - — ~ - - - - - Attending police duty. _
Rawlinson, S. - - - 78 | 26 | 24| || 57 19 15 — 65 16 16 54 17 15 1 254 73 7° 85 9
Reynolds, John ,- - - - On leave - - 100 13 10 || 86 14 14 | 77 11 1o 263 38 34 - ‘ 7
SW19» W- H. - ' - 67 19 15 - 76 19 13 — 84 22 18 — 90 9 s 317 69 54 210 27
5K- 10h". R- - - - 37 4 - - 82 11 8 - 84 17 11 - 45 9 9 248 41 28 319 23
Thomas, J. R. - - - 58 18 15 — 66 24 2o - 57 18 13 - 42 14 1o - 293 74 58 23° '76
Thompson,R. - - - 60 11. 9 || 31 9 6 I] 77 17 11 II 45 11 10 [1 213 43 36 ' ‘ 43

Weddington, H- - - 31:31:}:3-10 SE} 73 22 17 || 87 18 11 - 61 5 4 || 221 45 32 36 56
Walsh, H. - - - 81 15 11 — 58 11 9 H 67 16 12 84 21 21 [I 290 63 53 95 95
Weigh, Arthqr - . - 30 8 6 _ 57 16 12 .. 99 97 24 83 27 25 - 269 78 67 123 19

W111", Geo-J‘m- - - 48 13 9 - 48 13 10 || 56 17 11 - 42 13 9 || 194 61 39 40 89
“ JOlfryS. John -, . 21 4 2 - - - - - - - - II] from 2 fall - - - - . . - - 21 4 9 ‘ ' 3

. l l l I I l l I I 13323 9,974 ”67 4,091 2,028

119. - - - The || denote: 110 Corporal Punishment in the week. ’-
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—No. 218.— V JAMAICA.
COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo. —
My Lord, Downing Street, 11th July 1836.

REFERRING to my Despatch of the 28th ult. I proceed, in pursuance of the No. 213.
intention which I have there expressed, to advert to the proofs and illustrations
given in your Lordship’s Despatch ofthe 25th April, of the unfairness with which
certain valuations have been made ofthe services of apprenticed labourers seeking
to purchase their discharge. ,

I am not disposed, on the present occasion, to enter upon any minute discussion
of the particular valuations which your Lordship has now reported, both because
with reference to those cases no practical result could be attained, and also be-
cause I do not think myself at liberty, except on the most conclusive evidence,
to impugn the discretion and integrity of the gentlemen who acted on those oc-
casions. Giving them the full benefit of those favourable presumptions to which
they are entitled, I am not the less solicitous to direct your Lordship’s attention
to the general principles involved in these cases or suggested by them, because
on looking back to the correspondence between your Lordship on the one hand
and myself and my predecessors in oflice on the other, I cannot but perceive that,
in fufilment of your apprehensions, a practice has to a certain extent prevailed,
of which the tendency is silently to impair one of the essential enactments of the .
law for the abolition of slavery.
The effect of the 8th and 9th clauses of the Jamaica Abolition Act was brought

by your Lordship under the notice of the Secretary of State, in your Despatch
of the 18th of October 1834. On the 30th of December following, the Earl of
Aberdeen instructed your Lordship to act with the greatest circumspection, but
at the same time with the utmost decision, for the prevention of fraudulent va-
luations, by removing from the commission of the peace, or by subjecting to a
prosecution, any magistrate who might be duly proved to have made a corrupt
or dishonest use of the authority confided to him.
On the 8th of August 1835 my attention was called to the same subject by a

letter of that date from the Church Missionary Society. Your Lordship’s Des-
patch of the 22d of June 1835 reached me nearly at the same time. On the 0
17th August I transmitted to you the letter from the Church Missionary
Society, and solicited the further explanation which your report of the 22d of
June seemed to me to require.-
Those explanations were given at large in your Lordship’s Despatch of the 13th

of October, and the result was, to induce me to acquiesce in your general conclu-
sion, that the evil of excessive valuation was susceptible of no other remedy
than that which I was confident would be found in your unceasing watchfulness
over the proceedings of the magistracy, aided by the resort, if necessary, to the
extreme measures indicated by Lord Aberdeen. I hoped indeed with you, that
the evil itself was very generally passing away, and that reliance might be placed
in the improving disposition of the local magistracy to concur. in the effective
execution of this part of the Abolition Act.
The reports which have reached me in the course of the present year, and

amongst them those contained in your Despatch of the 25th April, have tended to
diminish this confidence. It is impossible to advert to some of the more recent
valuations without admitting the conviction, that they have been greatly exaggera-
ted beyond the real value of the services rendered. Thus it appears from your
Lordship’s Despatch ofthe 8th of February, that the services of Ann Monteith, a
praedial labourer of the age of 22 years, were valued on the 4th ofOctober last, at
831. 68. 8d.; that another woman, also a praedial labourer, belonging to the estate
called Tyre, whose age was between 30 and 40, was valued at 731. 15.9. Through-
out the whole of the enclosures to that Despatch, proofs are to be found of the
prevalence amongst some of the ordinary magistrates of opinions and of feelings
on this subject, of which I will only say that they are incompatible with the
proper and impartial discharge of the duty confided to them.

It is, for example, disputed whether the two ordinary magistrates may not so
entirely overrule the vote of the special justice upon the question of value, as to
deprive him altogether of any influence in the ultimate decision. It is maintained
that if a valuation be once made, it is not only conclusive ofthe question of price
at that time, but prevents the revival of that question at any future period. Some
mag6iztrates have thought themselves entitled to refuse any allowance whatever

I . on  
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on the score of contingencies; in other words, they require that the apprentice

should purchase his discharge precisely on the same terms as if the health and

life of man, and his, ability tolabour, were not precarious anti uncertain. Others
again appear to. have adopted the opimon that,‘1n the anticipation of what they
would regard as an unduly low valuation by the specral Justice, they were entitled
to counteract any such error by aSSIgmng a price not corresponding. with their
own real estimate, but calculated so as to bring out what they would esteem as
a fair average. _ , ' . .

I need not pause to show that the prevalence of such opinions as these, and
of the practices in defence of which they are alleged, is entirely at variance with
the design of Parliament, and the spirit of the British Statute for the Abolition
of Slavery. I cannot therefore be satisfied to acquiesce in such an interpretation
or in such an execution of the law. -

The evil with which we have to deal consists in this, that upon the present
system, a preponderating authority is given in all valuations to gentlemen who,
though uninterested in the particular appraisement, are yet so generally connected
with property of the same kind as to be exposed to a constant bias in favour of
keeping up and increasing its exchangeable value. It is no injurious reflection
on any man to suppose him accessible to motives of which our daily experience
shows that the influence is almost universal.

The most obvious remedy for this eyil would be simply to transfer the arbi.
tration on these questions to persons, to whom no sinister bias of any kind can
be reasonably ascribed. In the colonies which are subjected to the legislative
authority of the King in Council, a special justice and the employer are each re-
quired to nominate an appraiser, and the chief civil judge of the colony has the
nomination of an umpire between them, the judge being also entitled, upon the
default or refusal of the employer, to nominate the appraisers on his behalf. The
appraisers are then sworn to make a fair and impartial appraisement, which must
he efl'ected within seven days after their appointment. If they cannot in that
time concur in a valuation of the labourer’s services, the umpire is, within the
next seven days, to make a valuation, which is to be conclusive. The judge, how-
ever, may within one month, upon proof of any fraud or injustice, or any error
as to the nature of the appraiser’s duties, or of the misapprehension of any ma-
terial matter of fact, set aside the appraisement, and direct a new valuation.
The appraisement is to be void if ‘the money be not paid in three months.

These provisions appear to me to obviate all the difficulties which have arisen
in Jamaica, and to afford, not indeed a perfect guarantee, but a substantial se—
curity for accuracy in the appraisements of the services of labourers seeking their
discharge! from apprenticeship. However, if this method should be thought Oh-
jectionable, there might be no insuperable difficulty in confining to the chief justice
the right of nominating appraisers in different parts of the island, who should
report to him their adjudication, with the evidence and reasons on which they
proceeded, the chief justice being authorized to revise and correct any such
assessments in a summary way.
Your Lordship will communicate this Despatch to each of the two Houses of

the Colonial Legislature, and you will acquaint them that it is His Majesty’s
recommendation and wish that they should adopt efficient measures for ensuring
to the apprentices seeking to purchase their discharge the full enjoyment of that
right, which I believe it to have been the intention no less of the Colonial Legis-
lature than of the Imperial Parliament to confer on them. I trust that they
will not hesitate to give complete effect to the original enactment on this subject
by such additional enactments as shall appear most conducive to the advance-
ment of the object, which I am confident that they, in common with His Ma-
jesty’s Government and the British Parliament, have in view. In the mean time
your Lordship will consider yourself fully authorized to act on the instructions
to which I have referred, as having already been addressed to you on this subject,
should any case come under your notice demanding such an exercise of your
authority.

I have, 810.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Glenelg.
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Enclosure I, referred to in No. 218.

EXI‘RACTS ofa DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg,
dated Jamaica, 13th October 1835.

IN reference to your Despatch, 17th August 1835, respecting the valuations of appren-
tices, I have the honour to state as follows :—

In my Despatch, 18th October, [made some allusion to the valuation, in which I think
I am borne out by subsequent observation, excepting in one point, namely, that I have had
no extraordinary valuation to complain of in Kingston lately. In more immediate reference
to your Despatch, I would say that though 162 have declined to pay the valuations placed
upon their services for want of means, it does not follow that they have on that account been
over-valued. In those returns sent home you will observe that several of those which have
remained unpaid are for the smallest sums, as far as my memory serves me, for I have not
the original returns up here to refer to, one or two of t ose that remain unpaid were as low
as from 51. to 10 I. On my arrival here I was told, and believed it, that the negroes had a
great aversion to be valued ; it was one of the arguments, or, more profperly speaking, one
or" the assertions made in order to procure a per capita division 0 the compensation
money. Subsequent experience has satisfied me that no such feeling exists, and that the
assertion was nothing more than an easy method, not uncommonly resorted to by West
Indians in En land, to get rid of any argument they could not otherwise dispose of; on
the contrary, have reason to think that vast numbers have sought to be valued, either from
curiosity or desire to see if they can make satisfactory arrangements to transfer their services
from one master to another they fancy they would prefer, or from some vague idea of they
know not what advanta e it may confer on them. Many ' cases of over-valuation have
been referred to me by t e special magistrates, when the local associated magistrates have
combined to defeat their attempts to place a fair value on the services of an apprentice.
The reply of the local magistrates has been invariably one that your Lordship has not an-
fre uently before heard advanced with respect to the negro character, that that person who
di ers in opinion with them “ does not understand the negro character ; ” so in this case the
answer has been, “ We are conscientious men, do you suspect us? You new comers do not
understand the value of a negro’s services as well as we who have been here so long.”
They say that their decision was conscientious; it would be a dangerous thing for me, in
my opinion, to meddle with the conduct of magistrates supposed to be acting under the
influence of an oath. The s ecial magistrates have in many instances succeeded in
reducing the amount, but still t ere are various instances of valuations where the intention
of the law is evidently defeated ; butit is hard to find a remedy. In my recent Despatch, 20th
September, I represented to your Lordship a case of valuation where the associate magis-
trate declared openly that since the second Act in Aid was disallowed, he Would allow no
more than 12 per cent. deduction, though the law declared that 33 1 was the proper
reduction. If ever there was a case for interference in the way of depriving a magistrate
of his commission, that was one; but at the same time I have a great aversion to" any
arbitrary exercise of even legitimate authority, unless the culpability of the individual to
be decrraded is clearly proved, not only in thy own opinion, but in that of others. Should
our iordship, however, think that this case is one where an example ought to be made,
am quite ready to carry into effect your wishes,.and to act in future on .that principle.

I feel that the spirit of the Act has been by indirect means nullified in reference to this
part of it; at the same time I feel it very hard to lay hold of the thing; in one instance,
that of the manumission of Margaret Buckuor, for which transaction, among others, it
became my duty to remove Mr. ‘ from the special commission, the overseer of Rock
Spring estate, where the woman lived, threw all sort of obstacles in the way of her getting,
free, and announced before the magistrates that he would do so. A few days afterwards
a cause coming on in Chancery, which related to Rock Spring, I discovered that it was in
Chancery; I immediately as chancellor removed him from the charge of overseer there.
I think that latterly, however, the evil has diminished; in fact very few now come forward
with any complaint of the sort. The principal difficulty arises from the liberal swearing
of the overseers and book-keepers ; one last week swore that a lad of 19 years, a common
field labourer, was worth 401. a year to the estate, a curious valuation, when it is known that
gangs have lately been sold for 201. each, currency, and that, Ifancy, gangs can now be had
at that price or 251. each. The magistrates diminished the valuation to, I think, 141. a ear.
There is a proof of the difficulty of my interference; had the associate magistrate re used
to agree to slower sum, and urged the evidence as the foundation of his judgment, how
could I have punished him? yet nowhere would there have been a case more deserving of
punishment. There are some cases of this sort, indeed one is now before me for examina-
tion, where most excessive‘value has been adjudged ; but in the majority of cases I think
there is not much to complain of; had the law laid down that the court ofagbitration should
consist of two special justices and one local magistrate, it would have been better, as far as
that goes. I quite agree in the opinion expressed in the church missionary letter; I feel
myself bound, however, to say, that unless this abuse is pushed to a greater extent than it
has been as yet, which is not impossible, I do not think it worth while, for the purpose of
remedying it, to create the great discontent which any fresh enactment by the British
Parliament on the subject would occasion. I trust that, by the strict watch I keep on the
valuations, I shall be able in a great measure to remedy it. I have the honour to enclose
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to your Lordship a copy of a valuation sent in last week, for the purpose of showing the

Ian on which I wish to have the returns of valuation made to me. ' . .

0n the whole, therefore, I cannot but.recommend that the valuation system he left as it is
for the present ; I will, however, watch It even more narrowly than before, and communicate

any result which I may thereupon come to.

VALUATION before James Harris, Special Justice, and T. Watkin Jones and Henry
Lawndes, Associating Justices.

Charles Graham, an apprentice to Tullock estate, St. Thomas-in—the Vale, a praedial, em-
played as carpenter 12 months previous to 281h August 1833, 40 Z. anual value of servuces,
proved by William Duncan, overseer of Tullock, on oath.

Four years and 10 months - - '- - - - - £. 193 6 8
Contingencies one-third, deduct -‘ - - - - 64 8 105

' Netsum awarded - - - £128 17 9}
 

N. B.——The money not paid, Charles Graham requiring to consult his friends previously.

Given under our hands and seals this 36 day of October 1835,

(signed) H. Lowndes.
T. Watkin Jones.
James Harris.

 

Enclosure 2, referred to in No. 218.

EXTRACT of a DzsrA'rcn from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 8th February 1836.

YOUR Lordship’s attention has been often before called by me to the different circum-
stances connected with the valuation of apprentices; and I have already stated to on that
though certain objections might be pointed out, I did not think that, _on the who e, there
could be any more fair way of their being valued devised than that laid down by the dis-
allowed Act in Aid, namely, that of deducting from the valuation of the three magistrates
one—third, for what are called contingencies, such as chances of life, clothes, physie, medical
attendance, house, food, Ste. Since that Act was disallowed, most of the local and all the
special magistrates have continued to value according to its princxples. Some few, how-
ever, of the local justices did not do so; but I took no notice of them, as I expected that a
fresh enactment on the sub'ect would be made during the late session. That expectation
not havin been realized, I) feel it now my duty to represent the matter to you, and state
for your information several specific instances where I think that the fair spirit of the
abolition law has not been adhered to.

In the case of Fisher, Mr. Croft appears to have been the opposing justice, though the
other two justices agreed to the deduction.
The next case is one which demands peculiar consideration,-it is that of Emily Williams.

As you will see at page 805 of the Votes of Assembly for 1834,three attempts were made in
that year, inefl'ectually, for her liberation. There appears somethingferfectly unaccountable
in this whole affair. - 1 cannot attach any blame to any individual, but do think that thejudg-
ment of Messrs.Clement and Finlayson does appear to be most extraordinary. They are both
most respectable gentlemen, and so much the more do I wonder at their opinions. Mr.
Bernard, the custos, I had directed to be summoned, as the law points out where a difference
appears to exist, to attend the valuation, after Mr. Moresby had found it to be impossible
to complete it. Mr.Bernard, however, refused to attend ; and in the letter, No. 8, of the papers
relative to that valuation, your Lordship will see that he thinks that whenever a valuation
is undertaken, the special Justice is bound to submit, even though he should think that the
sum estimated by the two local magistrates should exceed by far the real value. My view is
quite the reverse ; I consider that the duty of the special justice is to see to the protection
of the rights of the apprentice, and that it is necessary, before any valuation can be consi-
dered perfected, that all the valuing parties must agree, as is the case in a jury trial. I
think that no valuation can be proved to have taken place,except by the prod uction of the cer-
tificate of the specialjustice. This is the first time that an o inion such as that of Mr. Bernard’s
has been given; and I felt it perhaps more strongly, as considered it a very constrained
construction of the law, and that it was part and parcel of that incomprehensible concur-
rence of circumstances which had for so lon a time prevented this poor woman from
gaining her freedom. I was sorry that it shou d have come from him, on account of his
high station in the parish, and of his being an assistant judge of the grand court, as I think
that his opinion must have, deservedly, much Weight, and that its being generally adopted
would be the most fatal blow to the well working of the abolition system ; I state it all
unreservedly, requesting your Lordship's directions on the subject. It is to be remarked
that the two special 'ustices, Clinch and Moresby, have both valued her at about 501., and
that her liberation as been subsequently effected by private contract with her former
mistress,Mad11° Duperny, for that sum. It was advanced for her by a Mr. Snaguinetto,
a merchant in this town; and she has bound herself to serve him for five years, on condi-
tion of his giving her that money to procure her release. I think that this private arrange-
ment proves the opinions of both the special justices to have been correct.

There
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There is, however, another point, in reference to valuations, on which I shall be glad to
receive your Lordship’s instructions. It Is held here by some,that If an apprentice was valued
on the lst of August 1834, and the valuation put on hun was deemed by him excesswe,or that
he had not the means to pay the amount, he was thereby debarred from havnng_ any valua-
tion at any subsequent period,when the term of his servxce may have perhgps diminished one-
half. This is argued on the grounds of the words “ final and conclustve. I apply them to
convey the intention of the legislature that there should .be no appeal to the courts above
on such valuation, in consequence of such appeal amountmo‘, from its expense, to a _den1al
of justice to the apprentice, and think that it did not at al contemplate the revehtion of
subsequent valuations. I have so ruled it, and shall continue to do so, until receive your
Lordship’s opinion on the subject.

 

My Lord, Montego Bay, 26th January 1836.
I BEG leave to solicit the honour of your Excellency’s attention to two valuation returns

which accompany my report for the last week; I allude to the valuations of William Fisher
and Simon or James Finchett, which took place on the 20th instant.

In the first of these valuations, namely, that of William Fisher, Messrs. Geor e Qragg
and James Gray were associated with me as magistrates. The annual value 0 Fisher’s
services was fixed at 2 5L, besides the expenses of feeding, clothing, 8L0. When_fixing
the deduction for contingencies, Mr. Cragg stated that he would only allow a. deduction for
the risk of life and the advance of money; but Mr. Gray and I concurred in opinion that
the usual deduction of one—third should be made, which was accotdingly done.

Mr. Cragg in consequence declined to sign the discharge, consndering the amount fixed
as contrary to evidence; and Mr. Grignon, the attorney for the proprietor, protested
against the decision of the majority of the magistrates. ' . '

In the other case, namely, that of Simon or James Finchet-t, an opposne prmcnple was
adopted. The annual value of Finchett’s services was also fixed at 251. The associating
magistrates were the Hon. John Manderson, Mr. William Dewar, and myself. When
settling the deduction for contingencies, I suggested the usual rate of one—third ; but
Messrs. Manderson and Dewar would allow no more than 91. 16s., being 111. 53. 3d. less
than the usual rate; and I fell. it to be my duty to protest against the dedaction fixed by
the majority of magistrates as being insufficient. chhett afterwards paid the full sum
awarded into my hands, under protest, when I signed anti deliveretl the discharge to him.

It must obviously be a matter of great importance In valuations to have a uniform
principle of deduction fixed. In the two cases which have been referred to, the circum-
stances were precisely similar in all im ortant points; yet, from a difference in opinion
between the two sets of associating magistrates, the valuation of one apprentice is fixed at
42 l. 23.6d., while the valuation of the other is extended to 531. 7:. 9d. ‘

Without further detail, I now humbly request your Excellency’s instructions with regard
to the two valuations in question. James Fisher, on the one hand, _ays to his master, or
lodges in my hands, the sum of 421. 23. 611.; am I at liberty to de wet the discharge to
him i‘ and will it be sufficient, although signed only by a majority of the magistrates? And,
on the other hand, as Finchett has already placed the full sum of his valuation in my hands,
ought the difference of n l. 5:. 3d. to be paid to the proprietor, or returned to Finchett?

I have, 85c.

(signed) W. Finlayson, s. J.
 

RETURN of the Valuation of William Fisker.—-2o January 1836.
George Cragg,
James Gray, } Associating magistrates.
W. Finlayson, s. J.

William Fisher, an apprentice to John Henry Deffel, Esq. of Saltspring estate.A non-prasdial, having been employed as coachman for several years.
Annual value of services fixed at‘25l., besides the expenses of feeding, clothing, Ste.Mr. Grignon, upon oath, stated that he allowed 2 51. annually for the applicant ; and thatbe fed, clothed, and paid his medical accounts. '
Mr. Mouchett, upon oath, concurred in Mr. Grignon’s statement; and Mr. Fowler, uponoath, valued his services at 20!. clear of all charges.

 

Amount of unexpired term - - - - - - - £. 63 3 8
Deduct one-third - ~ - - - - - - 21 1 2

Net sum awarded - - - £. 42 z 6

Mr. Craggs declined signing the discharge, considering the amount fixed (42]. 2.9. 6d.)
as contrary to the evidence.

Mr. Grignon, as attorney for Mr. Defi'el, protested against the decision of the majorityof the court, inasmuch as they decided to deduct certain sums of money from the valuefor feeding, clothing, &c., which were paid by himself.
(signed) Walter Finlayson, s. J.

l 66. RETURN.
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RETURN of the Valuation of Simon or James Finchett.—2o January 1836.

The Hon. John Manderson, _

William Dewar, Esq. Associating magistrates.

William Finlayson, 5. J.

Simon or James Finchett, an apprentice to Miss Finchett. Mr. Gedelia, attorney.

A non-praedial, having been always a tradesmen.

Annual value of services fixed at 251. per annum, clettr. _

Mr. Gedelia, upon oath, produced a 1e. 1‘ from Mr. Hlslop, stating that he agrees to pay

251. a year, clear. . , .

Mr. Fowler, upon oath, valued hIS semces at 261. per annum, clear ot all expenses.

Amount for unexpired term - - 7 . - - . - - £. 63 3 9

Deduct for contingencies fixed by a mayonty of magistrates - 9 16 —

f- 53 7 9
 

The special magistrate rotested against the deduction for contingencies, as not being

sufficient. The sum of 53 . 7s. 9d. was paid, under protest that the applicant was entitled

to a deduction of one-third for contingencies. .
(signed) W. leayson, 3. J.

\

 

My Lord, Spanish Town, 3d December 1835.

' I HAVE the honour to call your Lordship’s attention to a case of valuation which took

place before me and 'Messrs. Justices Clement and Finlayson on Saturday, 21st November

ultimo:-—Emily Williams, domestic apprentice to Miss Dufraney, claimed her freedom

under the 9th clause of the Abolition Act. I was associated with two justices of this

district, Messrs. Clement and Finlayson; 103. per week was agreed upon as a fair valuation

of her services, which for 136 weeks (the remaining)term of apprenticeship, and deducting

one-third for contingencies, ieaves the total of 481. 63. 8d. as the estimated value of the

claimant’s services for the unexpired term of a prenticeship.

Mr.Finlayson valued the claimant at 601. s. 11 (1., giving no reasons which I can now

call to my remembrance for so excessive an estimate.

Mr.Clement valued the claimant at 611. 168. 8d. on the most extraordinary position,

that, in addition to the value of the services of the claimant, the necessary allowances of

food, 8w. should be thrown in as an addition to that valuation, which, at two maes er

week, raises the value of an apprentice 221. 6.3. 8'41. more than the estimated value of her

servxces.
I have taken the liberty to call your Lordship’s attention to the above case, in order to

ascertain from your Lordship, whether so sudden a charge, and so great an increase of _

value, in the estimation of apprentices should be in common fairness continued to be

acted upon.

 

I have, 8w.
. . S . .

To HIS Excellgtgy8:268321:“qu of hgo, . (signed) H. Moresby.

Gentlemen, The King’s House, 7 December 1835.

His Excellency the Governor desires me to refer you to the accompanying letter from

Mr. Moreshy, relative to a valuation at which you assisted, and to request you will favour

him with an explanation, first as re ards the rounds upon which Mr. Finlayson’s award

was made, and secondly, as to Mr. Ciment adging a sum to the value, which the remission

of the further services of the apprentice would relieve the person from, who had previously

the right of such services.

 

I am, &c.

David Finia son Es ., and - .

William P.I’Ilenienthsq. (Signed) W’ G' N“”83, Sec.
Justices of the Peace.

Sir, Spanish Town, to December 1835.

IAHAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, enclo-

sing one from Mr. Moresby, relative to the valuation of an apprentice named Emily

Williams, at which I assisted, and informing me that his Excellency the Governor desires

an explanation of the reasons on which my award was made.
In stating that 10:. were agreed upon as a fair valuation of the services of the apprentice,

Mr. Moresby labours under a mistake, for I dissented from that valuation, as it appeared the

apprentice was a valuable servant, to whom he: owner had been in the habit from time

to time of entrusting goods to a considerable amount, to be carried into the interior of

the island for sale, by which large profits were realized. I
t
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It further appeared from the evidence of Mr. Henriques, who was afterwards examined
as to the value of the services, that he had repeatedly entrusted her on her own credit
when cart ing her owner’s goods into the country with merchandize from his store, to the
amount ofyfrom seven to eight doubloons for sale on her own account; and that he had
also undertaken to advance for her the amount her services might be valued at, which
he afterwards qualified by stating that he would not like to pay more than 50].
From my knowledge of the difficulty of procuring servants sufficxently trustworthy

for the sale of goods, I considered the valuation of Mr.Moresby as toe low2 and was
of opinion the sum fixed by me as a proper valuation of the services of Emily Williams.

 

William G. Nunes, Esq. '1 have, 8cc.
Secretary. " (signed) David Finlayson.

Sir, Spanish Town, 1 1 December 1835.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, en-‘closin one from Mr. Special Justice Moresby, respecting the valuation of an apprenticenameEEmily Williams, at which I assisted, and informing me that his Excellency the

Governor requests an explanation of the reasons on which my award was made. In reply
I have to state, as that. award, although coming to a similar result with Mr.Finlayson’s,was made on rather difi'erent grounds, I have thought it best to explain my reasons se a-rately ; in valuing the services of the apprentice, Mr. Moresby invoked a clause in the Kctin aid of the Abolition Act, lately disallowed, whereby one-third was directed to be de-ducted from the total value of the services of the apprentice. Although I was perfectlywell aware that‘the provisions of that Act had ceased to be bindin on any person, I yetentered into the calculation of what the value of the services of t e apprentice for theremainder of her apprenticeship term would have been had that Act remained in force,and in doing so,- I certainly considered that the large proportion of one—third directed bythe disallowed Act to be deducted from the total value of the services of the apprenticehad reference to the whole amount it would cost the owner to replace those services. Itappeared in evidence, that the apprentice had, until lately, been entrusted by her ownerwith large quantities of goods for sale, by which considerable profits had accrued, butthat lately she had been hired out at the rate of 103. per week, and 3s. 4d. per week allow—ance; ta ing then the total amount her owner must pay to another servant in her room,13:. 4d. per week for 139 weeks - - - - - - - - £92 13 4Deducting one-third as directed by the disallowed Act - - - 30 t7 9

 

Would leave a clear amount of - - - - - - - 61 15 7_ __.
I do not state that I by any means consider this sum as a full equivalent {or the servicesof the afiprentice, but takin all things into consideration, I gave that amount as myaward. y Mr. Moresby’s c culation it appeared that he valued the services of the ap-prentice for 139 weeks at 103. per week - - - - '- ,_ £. 69 10 -

Less one~third deducted - - - - - - - - 23 3 4

 

Leaving a net amount of - ' ~ ‘ - - - - - - 46 6 8And showing a diflerence between the two rates of calculations - 15 8 11

 

£. 61 15 7-

And not 921. 63'. 8d., as erroneously stated by that gentleman.

 

I have, &c.

W. $2117; Esq. (signed) William F. Clement.

- Sir, The King’s House, 16th Dec. 1835.
H13 Excellency the Governor desires me to state,with reference to your letter of 3d inst.,

that as the late valuations of Emily Williams have all failed, it will be necessar for on to
appoint a fresh day for her valuation, giving the legal notices, and you shou d cal upon -
the custos of the parish, as the third magistrate, to assist you.

I am, 8m.

H' ngf::{l’ql‘is3;.s' M' ' (signed) W. G. Nunes, Soc.
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My Lord, Saint Jago, 14 January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to call your Lordship’s attention to some circumstances which arose

from the valuation of Emily illiams, domestic apprentice to Miss Dufraney, which case,

although now amicablyl arranged, has thrown much difficulty in my way.

I called upon his onour, the custos, to assist me in another valuation on the above

apprentice; a previous one I considered null and void, from disagreement among the

associated magistrates _as to the amount.

His honour stated that he did not consider himself authorized to interfere, as a valuation

' had taken place by Mr. Clement and Mr. Finlayson and myself, and as the majority had

agreed as to the value (601.), although 1 should differ, yet he was of opinion that by the

10th clause of the Abolition Act, the parties would not claim another valuation, and that

their decision was binding and conclusive.
I have therefore to ask your Lordship whether in all valuations which may in future

arise, unless all the magistrates agree, such valuations should be considered final, or whether

the parties may not be entitled to another valuation should the special magistrate protest

against the amount decided upon.

 

H. E 11 h M . fSl' I have, 8m.

'5 xce ea? gt: &:rquis o tgo, (signed) H. Morasby, s. M.

Sir, The King’s House, 30 January 1836.
HIS Excellency the Governor desires me to forward the accompanying copy of a letter

from Mr. Moresby, and ‘he will be obliged to you to inform him of your reasons for

declining to assist at the valuation; because it appears to him that although a former

valuation had been made, as the money was not paid and a discharge given by the special

magistrate, such valuation was not binding, but liable to be altered by any subsequent

meeting of the proper authorities for such purpose.

Have the goodness to return the enclosure to me.
H J J B d Iam,&c.

on. . . ernar , . .
Custos, St. Catherine. (Signed) W G‘ Nunes.

 

Sir, . Spanish Town, 30 January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day, enclosing a

copy of one from Mr. Moresby, special justice, to his Excellency the Governor, dated the

14th instant, respecting the valuation of an apprentice named Emily Williams.

[refused to take a part in the revaluation of this apprentice, for the reason stated by

Mr. Moresby in his letter, namely, that a valuation having alread taken lace before three

justices assembled, pursuant to the 9th and 10th clauses of the 4t Will. V., chap. 41, the

same was, in the terms of the 10th clause of that Act, binding and conclusive on all parties.

'I consider that in this case, as in all Others where magistrates are associated, the decision

of the majority is the decision of the bench; a contrary construction would, I submit, have

the effect of giving to the dissentient justice the power of over—ruling the majority, and as

often as one of the justices might dissent, so often would the valuation be defeated, and the

law rendered imperative. The payment of the money and the signi'ng of the certificate by

the justices are acts subsequent to the valuation, and are not, in my humble opinion,

necessary for the validity of that valuation, however requisite they may be to..complete

the release of the party from his apprenticeship.

In coming to this decision I was guided by my own judgment, and on that judgment,

however fallible it may be, I shall always feel myself bound by my oath to act in executing

thelaws, while I have the honour to hold the office with which it has pleased his Excellency

to invest me.

 

I have, Ste.

William George Nunes, Esq. (signed) J. .7. Bernard.

My Lord, Mandeville, 27 January 1836.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on Saturday last I associated myself

with two magistrates of this parish, Mr. Hollingsworth and Mr. ear], for the revaluation

of Christiana Waugh, apprentice to Melrose. The attorney of the. ptopert brought two

witnesses before me, Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Chanteloup, both of whom examined on

oath as to what they considered her worth. The former stated he considered her worth

201. per annum, and the latter that he considered 161. per annum a fair value. I then

proposed to the magistrates associated with me, that we should value her at 181. per annum,

the medium between what the two witnesses considered her worth, subject, however, to a

deduction'of one-third for contingencies. Mr. Hollingsworth, one of the magistrates, said

he would not consent to her being valued for any less sum than 231. per annum, nor would

he consent to any deduction whatever. The other magistrate, Mr. Pearl, said he considered

181. per annum a fair valuation, but that he could not consent to any deduction. Under

these circumstances, as I could not conscientiously agree with my brother magistrates,

I was about to adjourn the court, when the woman herself voluntarily came forward and
.stated,
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stated, that rather than she should be any longer delayed, she would prefer that the former JAMAICA.
valuation should remain valid; I oflered no objection to her doing so; but I did not, . —-—
however,give any consent until I laid the case before your Excellency. In conclusion, my
Lord,I cannot help adding that in the few valuations I have as yet been concerned in,
I have invariably found the local magistrates most desirous to retard and throw every
obstacle in the way of persons seeking their freedom.

I have, 8m.
’ ‘ S ' . . .H's Excellétéeyécghesngarqms Of ligo, (signed) Geo. Ouseley Hzggms, s. M.

 

RETURN of Valuation of Ann Grizell.—27 January 1836.

William Dewar, Esq.
James Gray, Esq. }Associating magistrates.
Walter Finlayson, 8.].

Ann Grizell, the apprentice of Miss Ann Ci”, of Providence, a house—servant.
A non-pr'cedial, having been always employed in domestic services.
Annual value of services fixed at 12!. 10 3.
Mr. Stevens, overseer, Providence, upon oath valued her services at 121. 10:. annually,

and Mr. Jump, Montego Bay, at 121.
Amount for unexpired term - - - - - - - 15.31 5 -—
Deduct one-third for contingencies - - - - - 10 8 4

 

Net sum awarded - - - - £20 16 8
 

Mr. Dewar was of opinion that 20 per cent. was a fair deduction for contingencies, and
declined at present to sign the discharge. Not paid.

(signed) Walter Finlayson, s.‘ J.

 

Enclosure 3, referred to in No. 218.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 10 March 1836.
HAVING before explained to your Lordship the necessity which exists for some legis— Enclosure 3,inlative interference with respect to valuation, I feel it my duty to send to you a copy of No 218.a part of a letter from Mr. James Nolan, the special justice for Vere, representing thedifficulties under which he labours in this part of his duties.
Mr. Burrell’s conduct in the two cases where he valued,appears fully to bear out the

view of Mr. Nolan.
The other two valuations amount respectively to sums which I have never before seen

equalled for that class of apprentice.
This system has been commenced upon, and unless something is done to check it, itwill amount to a perfect prohibition to any one of them eflbcting their manumission.

I have written to Mr. Nolan for further particulars, and mean also, next week, as soon asI shall have disposed of all my business for the present packet, to communicate with thesemagistrates, Mr. Burrell particularly. I think that, if there are grounds for it, an example
ought to be made in this instance, and Mr. Burrell be deprived of his commission cf thepeace. It will, however, be impossible for me to give your Lordship any idea, if this is acase for such interference, until I receive further particulars on the subject.
The Lord Gleneig, I have, 8m.

8Lc. 8m. 8w. (signed) Sligo.

 

EXTRACT of a. LETTER from Mr. Nolan, Special Justice, dated 8 Match 1836.
I ALSO enclose your EXcellency some valuation returns for this week, which I am sorryto observe, in my opinion, are beyond the real value of the apprentices who came forwardto purchase their discharge. '
1 now candidly state to your Excellency that it will be impossible for me, with anydegree of justice, to sanction for the future such valuations, as it amounts to a perfectprohibition, from the extraordinary view the local magistrates have now-aodays formed ofthe value of apprentices; on my insisting on a third being deducted for contingentcharges,they invariably add a third to the amount sworn to by the masters or managers, which hascaused such high valuations. I have used every effort in my power to convince them ofthe irregularity of their proceedings, but to no effect.
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.— VALUATION RETURN.

Vere, 29 February 1836'.
 

 

   
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. A G E. HEALTH. C L A S S.

MaryAnn Donaldson, of the Bog estate. 25 Good Not pradial.

G. P. Butte“ ~ . .
.

Thomas Andérscn, }Aasocmte Justlces. James N01311: Specml Justice.

Witness for Estate - - John Thomas, sworn, states, that Mary Ann Donaldson is

a valuable washerwoman, and has been so employed for
some years. I consider hex value to the property to be
worth at least 2 51. per annum.

Apprentice Witness — - Mary Ann Donaldson being asked whether she had any witness
to produce, declared, she had none.

After some consideration, it appeared that
Mr. Burrell valued her at - - - - £. 45

Mr. Anderson - - - - - - - 2o — —

Mr. Nolan - - - - - - - 16 — —
£27. a year agreed on. --—-——

I l

Two years and five months - . - - - £65 _- ..

One-third deduct for contingencies .-_ - - 21 .. ..

Net sumawarded - - - - £43 ._ _

 

Sum not paid—appreutice said it was 'too much.

(signed) James Nolan, 5. J.

 

VALUATION RETURN.
Vere, 29 February 1836.

 

 

   
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. A G E. HEALTH. C L A S 8.

Charlton, of Paradise estate. 43 Not very 3°00 Praedial, attached.

I , l] . ‘ . . .

3%: £232.11: }Assoc1ate Jusuces. James Nolan,.Spec1al Justice.

Witness for Estate - - C. Wilson, sworn, states, that Sophia Charlton is a driverc-ss

for the second and third gangs, and attends the children well,

and is a valuable woman to the estate, and considers her worth

181. a year, clear of one-third. '

Apprentice Witness - - Sophia Charlton being asked whether she has any witness to

produce, declares she has none.

.After some consideration, it appeared that
r. Burrell valued her at - - - - £.27 — —

Mr. Dowall - - - - - - - 27 — —

Mr. Nolan - - - - - - - ' 18 — —

f. 24. a year agreed on. ———-—-

Four ears and five months - , - - - £. 106 - -

One-tfiird deducted for contingencies - - 35 - -

Net sum awarded - - - - £.7o - -
 

Sum not paid—apprentice said it was too much.

(signed) James Nolan, 3. J.

 

VALUATION
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JAMA[C A.
—_.

VALUATION RETURN-
Vere, 5 March 1836.
 

 

 

  

 

 

NAME of APPRENTICE. A G E. HEALTH. C L A S S.

Peter Ambler, of Amity Hall. 16 Good Pradial, attached, field-boy.

Wm. Dowall Esq. - . . . .C. M‘Clemoxit, Esq. }Assoc1ate Justlces. James Nolan, Speclal Justlce.

IVitness for Estate - - Frederick Watson, sworn, states that Peter Ambler is a field-
boy, also wain-boy in crop—time; he has never been in the
hospital since I came to the estate, and attends to his work
regularly: I consider his services to the property worth 201.
per annum.

Apprentice Witness - - Peter Ambler being asked whether he had any witness to produce,
declared he had none.

After some consideration, it appeared that
Mr. Dowall valued him at - - - - £30 - -
Mr. M‘Clemont - - — - - - 20 - —
Mr. Nolan - - - - - - - 16 - ..

£22. agreed on.

 

Four years and five months - - - - f. 97 3 4 -
One-third deducted for contingencies l a

c
o to \
l

(
O

 

Net sum awarded -‘ - - - £7.64 - -

 

Sum not paid.
(signed) James Nolan, s.\J.

 

VALUATION RETURN.

Vere, 5 March 1836.
 

NAME of APPRENTICE. A G E. HEALTH. C L A 8 S.

 

Nelson Harris, of Caswell Hill estate. 45 Good Praedia], attached, field-man. ‘   
 

E. M‘Pherson, Esq. 1
E. M‘Clemont, Esq. IASSOC

"Vitness for Estate - - Mr. C. Harley, sworn, states that Nelson Harris is a field-man,
and fisherman occasionally, and a very healthy man; considers
his value to the prdperty to be worth Sol. per annum, as to
the average of sugar made for the last four years.

iate Justices. James Nolan, Special Justice.

Attorney for Estate - . - ~Wm. Dowall, sworn.——During four years I have been in charge
of the property he belongs to, he has been a very healthy man ;
judging y the last four years’ crop, each able field negro has
netted 801. per annum to the proprietor. ‘

Apprentice Witness - - Nelson Harris beipg asked whether he had any witness to pro-
duce, declared he had none.

After some consideration, .
Mr. M‘Pherson valued him at - - - 17.45
Mr. M‘Clemont - - - - - - 35
Mr. Nolan - - - - 25 —

f. 35. agreed on.

 

 

Four years and five months - - - - £. 154 - -
Deduct for contingencies - - - - 51 6 8

Net sum awarded - - - - £. 102 — -
Sum not paid.

(signed) James Nolan, 3. J.
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Enclowre 4., referred to in No. (218.

My Lord, Downing—street, 1 May 1836.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 10th of March,enclosing a letter from

Mr.James Nolan, the special justice for Vere, together with some valuation returns, to
which your Lordship’s attention has been most properly directed. The great difference
which appears in the case of Peter 'Ambler, between the valuation of Mr. Dowall and that
of the two other justices, and its excess over.the_value sworn to by the only witness for the
estatehcertainly affords ground for presuming It to have been an undue and exorbitant
valuation. In the case of Sophia Charlton, in which Mr. Dowall also was one of the
associate justices, his valuationtthough agreeing with that of Mr. Burrell, the other asso-
ciate justice, exceeds by one-third the‘value sworn to by the wnness for the estate, which
was taken by the special justice as a fair valuation. In this, as well as in the other case in
which Mr. Burrell was an associate justice, the same presumption seems to arise. In one
of these cases Mr. Burrell’s valuation exceeds by considerably more than one—half that of
the second associate justice, and by nearly two-thiilds that of the, special justice. I have
already stated to your Lordship, in my Despatch 0t 17 August 1835, that any combination
or habitual practice tending to defeat the compulsory manumission clause of the Imperial
Act, would not only merit the severest censure, but would require from you the exercise of
that authority which, by removing the magistrate found to have been guilty of it from the
commission, would, I trusted, effectually prevent its recurrence, and secure to the appren-
tices that right which it was the intention and object of the legislature to confer upon
them. '
The evidence submitted to me by the enclosures to the present Despatch of Iht. practice

in this respect, both of Mr. Dowall and M r. Burrell, but more especially of the latter, is
such as requires the fullest explanation. Reluctant as I am to believe that any gentlemen
should so conduct themselves as to merit the application of the-rule which I had previourfiy
laid down as a remedy of abuses of this nature, I can have no hesitation in recording n-‘g
distinct approval of the coutse which your Lordship was about to take of calling on these
magistrates for an explanation of the grounds on whlch the valuations in question were
made. Should they decline to afford any explanation, or should the explanation, when
afforded, appear to you unsatisfactory, you Wlll be fully authorized in withdrawing the
commission of the peace from Mr. Dowall and Mr. Burrell; at least until you shall have
referred to me the whole facts of the case, in order that [may form an opinion as to how
far they have proved themselves incompetent to continue in the discharge of the duties of
justices ofthe peace.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, I have, &c.
&c. &c. &c. (signed) Glenelg.

 

Enclosure 5, referred to in No. 218.

My Lord, ' Highgate, 19 March 1836.
IN a recent Despatch I had the honour to send you copies of the valuations of certain

apprentices made in Vere, and reported on by Mr. Nolan, the special justice. In that
Despatch lo informed your Lordship that I should make further inquiries on the subject, and
that if any case was made out, I thought that an example ought to be made of those magis-
trates, in order, if possible, to remedy this abuse of the abolition law. You will observe
that in Mr. Nolan’s letter he testifies that Mr. Burrell had valued Ann Donaldson at 457.
a year, though the overseer valued her at 251. a year, and that he states that both Messrs.
Burrell and Dowall, on all occasions where they are called on to value, declare that they
will not deduct one-third from the sworn valuation now that the Act has expired Which
forced them to do so. Thus, by adding an additional sum on the valuation, they manage
to nullify the charitable provisions of the abolition law.

I have already represented to your Lordship, that though I felt that the spirit of the law
was defeated by this sort of legal evasion, I did not see how I could act with respect to

. a magistrate who declares that he has acted conscientiously. This is an exact example of
the case I put, and I should be glad to have your Lordship’s directions what course is to
be pursued in the matter. The applications for manumissions are becoming more frequent
every day, and I fear that, unless some method is devised of defeating this scheme, some

 

harm and much discontent may be the result. I have &c

The Right hon. the Lord Glenelg, (signed) ' Sligo.
&c. Ste. &c.

My Lord, Olive Park, 15 March 1836.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the enclosed document from your

Excellency respecting the late valuations in my district; I have to state for your Excel-
]ency’s information that Mr. Burrell valued Mary Ann Donaldson at 45l. a year, when
Mr. Thorn swore only to 251. a year ; also Mr. Dowall valued Peter Ambler at 301. a year,
when Mr.Watson, overseer of Amity Hall, swore that his value was 201. per annum.
Mr. Burrell and Mr. Dowall state, on all occasions they are called on to value, that they
would not allow a third to be deducted from the sum sworn to by the master or manager since

the
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’the disallowance of the Act that authorized that mode of proceeding; and on my insist-
ing on a third being deducted, they add a third to the amount, so as to_ bring it to the sum
sworn by the master or manager; which I have, my Lm'd,_ on all occasions endeavoured to
persuade them to the contrary. I am myself firmly of. opinion, If I_ had not Inststeél
on one-third being deducted, that they would meet my View of valuattons much nearer.
As they have repeatedly expressed to me also another reason, they generally state that
induces them to value high, because [value low, in order to give a fair remuneration to
the proprietor. But I assure your Excellency, I always, without favour to any party, value
according to what I conceive the real value of the apprenttce. .And .I am'well aware that
many able field apprentices belonging to free people are hired in this pattsh from 121. to
151. a year, the estate paying all contingent charges 'for them; so that from 20 l. to 25 l.
ayear, deducting one—third for contingent charges, ls fully as much, my Lord, as any pro-
prietor has a right to expect from a field person. . ‘

It is only with respect to valuation that I can find any fault With Mr. Burrell and Mr.
Dowall, as I am well aware no two managers in the island can treat their apprentices with
more kindness than they do on all occastons. I have, 8m.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) James Nolan, 5. J.

8L0. 8w. 8:0.
 

Sir, Vere, 10 March 1836.
IN reply to your letter, I take leave to acquaint you for the information of his Excel-

lency the Governor, that, in conformity with what I believe to be the general practice in
this pansh since the disallowauce of “ An Act to amend, 8cm,” I valued at 30 l., to meet
NnJustice Nolan’s deduction of oue—third, which made my net value 201., the amount
sworn to by the witness on behalf of the estate. Ipresume Mr. Justice Nolan’s annual
valuation OT 16!. was nominal (as mine of 301. was), that he might effect what he consi-
dered an equitable valuation, by reducing the amount awarded by the local magistrates.
If it is legal for Mr. Nolan to reduce one-third of the nets valuation awarded by his asso-
ciates, including his own, I must plead ignorance of the law, and admit my error, although
unintentionallv.

Peter Ambler’s services were finally valued at 141. 133. 4d. per annum. If Mr. JusticeNolan thought that sum exorbitant, I presume he could defer the proceeding by not
agreeing, or have his (Ambler’s) services re-valued, as was done in a case or two appertain-ing to the Bog apprentices in this parish.

I beg to observe, I was not originally appointed a valuator in the case of Peter Ambler,but having occasion to call at the court-bouse, I was requested by Mr. Special Justice
Nolan to value in the absence of the gentleman appointed.

I also beg to observe, that any valuation I assisted at, I would willingly pay the amountawarded, provided his or her services were transferred to me.
I hope the above explanation will be satisfactory to his Excellency the Governor. If

I have erred or acted contrary to law, and the error be pointed out, I will be happy in cor-recting it, and I would not willingly trausgress the law in the remotest degree. ,
I have, 8L0.

W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) Wm. Dowall.
Ste. 8m. 8Lc.

Sir, Yarmouth, 16 March 1836.IN answer to your letter, wherein his Excellency wishes for an explanation of the occa-sion of the great difference between myself and the other valuators of Mary Ann Donald—son belonging to the Bog, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that my valuationwas affixed in accordance with my knowledge of the worth of apprenticed labour, and whichhas been derived from experience of no immature date. It is, I presume, scarcely neces-sary for me to say that an able waslzerwoman can easily wash for two people. Can twopeople get their clothes washed for 301.? which is the net amount of my valuation, andbelow u hich, had I estimated the services of theapprentices, I conceive I should have doneneitherjustice to myselfas a sworn valuator, or to the proprietor who entrusted to me thevaluation. ' '
As to a similar request of his Excellency, the overseer sw0re‘ that the net value of theapprentice was 181. per annum as a driveress, in which capacity Sophia Charlton acted onParadise estate; with the correctness of his evidence I most fully accorded, as did my bro-ther magistrate, as our valuation shows. Mr. Nolan, who of course had the right of exer-cising hisjudgment too, valued- this driveress at 12!. per annum. I humbly submit to hisExcellency, that the valuation of two gentlemen acting with experience equal to that ofthe one gentleman should meet with proportionate consideration; and without intendingfor a moment to cast the slightest diseredit on Mr. Nolan or hisjudgment, I would submitalso that if there be any doubt as to the correctness of the valuation, in this as in mostother instances I believe confidence should be placed in the preponderating party; besides,I have never valued an apprentice for more than I would readily give.

I am, Ste.
W. G. Nunes, Esq. (signed) Geo. P. Barrel].&c. 8L0. 8tc.
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